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Baﬂepnﬁ HuxkosiaeBu4 HeBosIMH, MOJIOL0M
OproHeT HeOOJIBIIIOIO POCTa, HCXYyAalabli, C
BIIAJION TPYABI0 U C OJIECTAIMMU Ija3aMu, —
IBe HeJleJIU e)KeIHEeBHO IIPUXOAMII Ha CTaHIUI0
MasieHbKoro KirapaHa — BCTpedaTh KypbepCKUM
1oesy U3 JIo3aHHBL.

OH He COMHeBAJICS, YTO CErofHs >KeHa IIpHe-
IeT.

" B 3T0 yTpo HeBOoJIMH 0C06€HHO 3a60T/IUBO
IIpUofesicad B 0OHOBKY — IIapy U3 6eJIOM C CUHU-
MU II0JIOCKaMM ¢JiaHesd, I10Bsi3ajl GeJIbIi Trajl-
CTYK, HaAYILIWICS, ellle pa3 3aHsAICI IIOACTPHU-
KeHHOU KyApsBON OOpPOAKOM U O0COOEHHO BHU-
MaTeJIbHO pasIJIs/bIBaJl B 3epKaJjle CBOe CMYIJIoe
3eMJIKCTOE JIUII0, OCYHYBIIIeecs, C 3a0CTPUBIINM-
Cs1 HOCOM U MepTBEeHHO-0JIeTHBIM JIOOM.

Bo30y KIeHHBIN 0KHUJaHHueM, OH UyBCTBOBAJ
cebs Oompee U CUIbHee U, PaJjOCTHO B3BOJIHO-
BaHHBIY, BBIIIeJ U3 IIaHCHUOHA, IIpe/lBapUB IOp-
HUYHYI0 bepTy, 4TO C I10e3/10M IIpUesieT KeHa.

KopoTkoe paccTosgHue 1o CTaHIIMU Basmepuii
HukoJsiaeBUY IIpoOIlles], He 3a/bIXasiCh, XOTS CEH-
TSI6PbCKOE YTPO OBLIO KapKoe.



Tosnpko IOgBEM Ha HeOOJBIIYI0 JIECTHHILY,
BeJYIIYI0 Ha CTaHIIHIO, OYeHb YTOMMJI ero. OH
IIOPBIBUCTO IBIIIAJ, KaJHO BAbIXas BO3AYX, U B
TPYZAH UTO-TO XPHUIIEJIO.

HeBOJIMH IIepeOXHYJI Yy JIECTHHUIIBI, BBIIIE
Ha IU1aT$OopMy U IIpHCes Ha CKaMeUKy.

Jlo Ipuxo/ia Ioesza 0CTaBaIoCh IIITh MUHYT.

— H3BuHUTE... He 0Io3gaeT? — CIIPOCUT
HeBOJIMH IJIyXUM, CJIeTKa 3aMCKHUBAIOILIUM I0JIO-
COM IIPOXOJMBIIIET0 HaYaJIbHUKA CTAHIINH, IIPH-
II0HUMas1 6eJsIyI0 II0JIOTHSAHYIO IIUIAILY.

[Te¢ mproCTaHOBUIIC.

— Jlo6poro yTpa, rocrnoguH HeBosivH.. Hu
MHUHYTHl OIO3[aHUA! — IIPUBETIHUBO OTBETHII
CTapbIU, CYXOIlaBbIA U KPEIIKUI IIBeHrITapell.

U c smackoBoM, I1o6afpuBaroIeil yBepeHHO-
CTBIO0 IIpU6aBUIL:

— Haperocs, cerofHa JOKAeTecCh.

— O, pasymeeTcs!

— Ilosyuniu TesierpaMmy?

— JXeHa He JII0OUT TeslerpaMM! — BHe3aIHO
COYMHMI HeBOJIMH U CMYTHJICS.

ITU II9Th MUHYT KasaJlUCh eMy 6eCKOHEeUHBbI-
MU. OH IIpeBKYyIIaJ PafoCTh BCTPEUU U BOJIHO-
BaJIcd ellle 6osiee. EMy Ka3aJyoch, UTO C I10€37,0M



4TO-HUOY/b CIIYYUIOCH, U HeBOIMH GeclipecTaH-
HO BBIHHMMaAJI YacChl.

HaxkoHers pasgasics IIPOTSOKHBINA CBUCTOK.

HeBoJIMH copBaJIC CO CKaMeWKU U IIPUOJIH-
3UJICA K Kparo Iu1aTGopMbl. OH, BUAUMO, O0LPUII-
Cs1 ¥ CTapaJicd Kpemye CTOSITh Ha HOrax.

Ellle HECKOJILKO CeKYH], U HeGO0JIbIIION I10e3],
OKYTaHHBIN UepHBIM JBIMOM, BBLIEeTeJ U3 TYH-
HeJI1 U HAa BCeM XOJy Cpas3y OCTaHOBHJICA Ha
CTaHIIHH.

— Tpu MHHYTBI OCTaHOBKH! — IIPOKpHUYAJI
KOHAYKTOP.

HeBoyIMH J>KaJHO B3IJIAALIBAI Ha OKHA, Ha
IBEpH BaroHOB. BEIIIIO HECKOJIBKO ITaCCaKUPOB
C py4HBIM 6ara>xkoM. HeBoJinHYy 6pocuiiach B IJIa-
3a IIpuexaBlllasd IIpejieCTHAas [eBOYKa, TOHEHD-
Kasd, XpylKas, 6yefHas Kak CMepTb, C OyKeTOM
po3. OHa Becesio yibl6asachk. M COIIPOBOXK/Al0-
IIMe ee My KUMHA U JJaMa CTapaIlCh YIbIOHYTh-
Cs1 1eBOYKe-IIOAPOCTKY U, Ka3aJoCh, UX IleYalb-
HEIe, Cephbe3HbIe JIUIA IIPOCBETJIeIN HaleoK/I0H.

“IIpuBe3 ymuparTs!” — rmogymast HeBoIuH.

1 He IyMaBIIHUM, YTO U HA HEr0 CMOTPST, KaK
Ha IIPUTOBOPEHHOI0, OH He TepsI ellle Hale Kbl
HaWTH 3aMeIKaBIIYIOC] JKeHY U CTall 00X0JUTh



BCe BaroHsbl, 3aIJIsIIbIBasi B OKHA, U BUJIEJ Uy>KUe
JINIA, BHE3aITHO CTAaHOBUBIIHECS Cepbe3HBIMH
IpU BHJEe B3BOJHOBAaHHOTO, PAaCTEPSHHOTO U
CTPaIIHO UCXY/[aJI0T0 YaX0TOUHOTO.

— En voitures! [2]

IToe3m moMyascs Jajbllle.

HeBOJIMH ITPOBOAMJI €T0 TOCK/JIHUBBIMH IJIa3a-
MU U BJIpyT IOYYBCTBOBAJ Ce6SI OAMHOKHUM, CH-
POTJIMBBIM U HECUYACTHBIM.

U rosry60e 03epo, ¥ CAaBOMCKHE TOPhI, U BBICO-
Koe GHpPI030BOe HEO0 C OC/IEIMUTETbHO-KIYUHUM
COJTHIIEM, W TOIIOJIH, M ILJIaTaHEI, BCe, BCe, Ka3a-
JIOCh, TIOTEPSIO B IJIa3aX HeBosiMHA KpacoTy H
IIpeJIeCThb.

HeBoJIMH yIlles1 CO CTaHITUM, U36eras BCTpe-
TUTh HauaJbHUKA CTAaHITUU U CTOPOKel. U, oI1y-
CTHUB T0JIOBY, ellle MeJJIeHHee II0IIeJsI JOMOM.



HOpHB 6e3Ha/le)kKHOT0 OT4YasgHUA CKOPO IIPO-
IIIeJI.

OH moymaJI o KeHe, BCIIOMHIJI ee IIMCbMa, U
eMy CTaJI0 CTBIJHO 3a TaKoe Masopgyiiuuve. CHoBa
OJKHMBIIIUH ¥ BOCIPSHYBIIHWN AYXOM, OH IIOJHSI
T0JIOBY ¥ YBEPEHHO U BBLI3BIBAIOIIE IIPOIIIeIITal:

— 3aBTpa npueper!

Hu B 0lHO MTHOBEHUe OH He VIIPeKHYII, Jake
MBICJIEHHO, >KeHBI 3a TO, UTO OHa BCe OTKJIa/ibIBa-
eT OTBhe3[l,.

Emte 651!

He Takoi1 )xe 0H 60JIbHOU, UTO6EI Jlesis 6pocu-
Jla CPOYHYK paboTy, oCTaBUJIa Cepbe3HO 3ab0-
JIEBIIIYI0 MaTh U I1ojieTesa ObI K HeMY, TOYHO K
YMHUpAaIIIeMy.

Hepapowm >xe HeBOJIMH B CBOMX YaCThIX, JJIUH-
HBIX ¥ BJIIOJIEHHBIX IIUCbMaX II0OCTOSHHO II0BTO-
PsI, YTO 340POBLE yJydlllaeTcs, U JOKTOp BepH3,
HeOOBIKHOBEHHO BHUMAaTeJbHBIM U J106pOCO-
BECTHBIM CTapUK, He COMHEBAeTCs B BBHI3[OPOB-
JleHUH O6osibHOro. Ilo cjoBaM [OKTOpa, KOXOB-
CKUX Iasioyek [3] He HaljeHOo. I 4aXOTKH HeT.
VIIOpHBIN KaTap JIeTKUX, U3-3a Hero U cjaabocThb



o BpeMeHaM. Ho Bce mpoiizet. CiienyeT TOJIBKO
XOPOIIIO IIUTaThbCA, 60ATBHCA IIPOCTYABI U [ep-
’KaThb CTPOTUM PeXKUM.

HeBoJIMH BepuJl, ’Kajl BBI3JOPOBJIEHUS C Ta-
KOI0 ’Ke Bepol, ¢ KaKoH »KJaaJjl IIpressia sKeHbl, U
cTapaJICa IIYHKTYaJbHO HCIIOJIHATE BCe IIPeIIH-
CaHUA JOKTOpa.

TosbKO, IIpM BCeM JKeJIaHUU, He MOT, KakK
IIpeJINChIBaJl Bpay, He BOJIHOBATBLCI, HE CKY-
4aThb U He XyIeTh.

U oH fesiMKaTHO yMaja4yuBaJl B IIMCbMax, YTO
CKy4aeT OJUH [I0 OAYPH U OUYeHb BOJIHYeTCs, ec-
JIY OT KeHBbI JJOJITO HeT IIUChMa.

VcraBiui, nmogHsaica Basmepuii HukostaeBuu
B IIePBBIM 3Ta’K [TAHCHUOHA.

— OmATh BO3BPaATWINCHL OOWH, [IOPOroOH
monsieur Nevoline? YTo CIy4HuI0Ch? — C IIOPHI-
BUCTBIM, TOPAYUM U, BUJUMO, IIPUTBOPHBIM y4Ya-
CTHEM CIIPOCHJIa OTKYZA-TO IIOIBUBIIASACI B KO-
puope XO035iKa, TOBOPUBIIAg Ha MHOTUX S3bl-
Kax U Ha BCeX JI0BOJIbHO CKBEPHO.

JTO 6BLIA IIOXKUJIAsl, BeJIMYEeCTBEHHOTO pocTa
JaMa, HajayllleHHas, HallyApeHHasd, 3aTdHyTas B
KOpCeT, C PBIXJIBIM, KpPaCHOBaTBHIM JIMIIOM, KO-
I71a-TO, Ka3aJIoCh, He JIUIIIeHHBIM HECKOJIBKO IPYy-



60BaTOM KpacoThl, BCeIr/ia IIPUATHO yJIbIOaBIlIad-
cd JKWIbIlaM, BCerfa IIpexyIpenuTeabHas U He
6e3 IOCTOMHCTBA MO/IepP>KUBABIIIas PeIyTallHio
U CBOEro IIaHCUOHA U CBOero 00pasIioBOr0 aJMU-
HUCTPATHUBHO-X035IMCTBEHHOTO YMeHU4.

OHa, 110 0GBIKHOBEHMI0, ObLJIa B YEPHOM IIIEJI-
KOBOM ILJIaThe, 0€3yKOPHU3HEHHO IIpUYecaHHasd,
C IOABUTBHIMHU IIPSIIKAMU PBDKEBATHIX BOJIOC, C
KOJIbITaMU Ha TOJICTBIX, KOPOTKUX IIaJbIlaX, C
OpacJyieToM Ha pyKe, ¢ OPOIIKOM U C AJUHHOM! 30-
JIOTOM IIeII0YKOM OT 4acOB, TUXO0 KOJIbIXaBIIIeUCs
Ha BHYIIIUTEJIbHOM O10CTe.

— Huuero He ciyumiioch, rocroska IIBapir...
JKeHa 1ipuezeT 3aBTpal — CjIerka CMYIAsicCh,
IporoBopui HeBOJIUH.

— Hy u ciaBa 6ory!.. Bl IlepecTaHeTe CKY-
4aTh...

U, Bmamad B UAWUINYECKHUN TOH, XO3dMKa
B3/IOXHYJIa U IIPOTOBOPUJIA:

— Huuyero HeT TsDKeJsiee OJJUHOYECTBA... BBITH
B pasJiyKe C JIIOOMMBIM JPYIOM — 3TO yKacHo! S
IIOHUMaMW... I caMa ucneITana 3To, Korga lIBapis
paboTan B HHTepJsiakeHe, a s IIeCTb MeCSIleB
ocTaBaJsachk 3ueck... 1 IIIBapir TockoBall... O, Kak
ToCcKoBaJI!.. Torya MbI 06a 6BLIH MOJIOHL. .



XoTga HeBOJIMH aKKypaTHO ILIATHJ/I IIO CYe-
TaM, ¥ rocrozka IlIBapIi HaseIBajsIa €ro MUJIBIM U
JII06€3HBIM >KUJIBIIOM, TeM He MeHee OHa C Y7O-
BOJILCTBHEM CIUIaBHJIA OBl “MIJIOTO >KHJIbIIA”,
KOTOPBIN, TOI0 U IJIAAHU, YMpPeT B IIAHCHOHE, UTO
IIpou3BeeT TsoKeIoe BIleYaT/eHHe Ha ITaHCHO-
HepoB, ellle He IIPUTOBOPEHHBIX, U OHU MOIYT
cberxkaTsb.

Ja u oTxaTh KOMHATy, M3 KOTOPOH TOJILKO
4YTO BBIHECJIHM HOUYBIO IIOKOMHUKA, HEe TaK-TO JIeT-
Ko. [Ipuessxkue 60JIbHBIE C IJIYIIBIMU IIpeipacCy/-
KaMu. A KOMHATa K3 JIYUIIUX: Ha COJHEUHOH
CTOPOHE U C “BHA0M”. baJIKOH Ha 03ep0 U rOPHL.

HauynHaeTcd Ce30H, a PYCCKUM U He J[Orajbl-
BaeTcs yexaThb IIOcKopeid B IleTepOypr, UTOGBI
yBUIATh, II0 KpalHel Mepe, JKeHy IIepel CMep-
TbI0. ITA JaMa YTO-TO II0L03PUTEJILHO He efeT. A
Ha peAKOCTb IIPOCTOQUIA-MYK KaKAbIHM [eHb
BCTpedaeT ¥ He MOYKeT ee BCTPeTUTh.

Takue coobpakeHUs mpobekad B TOJIOBe
rocrioyxky I1IBapiy, ¥ OoHa elfe C GOJIBIIEH 3aLy-
LIIeBHOCTBIO IIPO0/DKaIa:

— 3aBTpa BBl OyJieTe CYaCTJIMBBIM YeJIOBe-
KoM. Ho g 6010Ch, UTO BBI 3aX0TUTE I10Ka3aTh yKe-
He IlIBelirapuio WM JjioMbapiackue ozepa. Tam



IIpesieCTHO. MO ITaHCUOH JIUIIIUTCA TAKOIo IIO-
KOMHOT0 W MMJIOTO XWJbIfa... Ho, II0 KpaliHei
Mepe, g paja, 4TO BBl 3/1eCh IIOIPaBUINCH W,
CMEeI0 IyMaTh, JOBOJILHEI ITAHCHOHOM... He mIpas-
na jm?

“IIpoBaJICh THI K YepTy CO CBOUMH Pa3roBO-
paMmu!” — nogymMas HeBOJIMH M cjerka pasnapa-
KUTeJIbHBIM TOHOM IIPOTOBOPULI:

— Eme MBI He pemrmyin c XeHoM! MokeT
OBITh, OCTaHEMCS Mecdll... 37Iech XOpomIo... S
YyBCTBYIO, UTO IIOIIPABJIAOCH, © MHe HPABUTCI
Balll IIaHCHOH, rocrroska IIsapir!

N c atumu ciioBamu HeBoJIMH BOIesI B CBOXO
OOJIBIITYI0, IIOJIYTEMHYIO OT OIIYILIEHHBIX >KaJIko-
31 KOMHATY, IIPOXJIaJHYI0 U IIPOIIUTAHHYK OCT-
PBIM 3aI1aXoM Kpeo3oTa U Moza, C JOBOJIBHO IIPU-
JIMYHOM 06CTAaHOBKOM JJII MaHCHOHA B BOCEMb
$paHKOB B CyTKH.

Ha He60JIbIIIOM IIMCbMEHHOM CTOJIe — “CeK-
peTepe” — OpocaluCch B IJla3a TPU USAIIHEIE
paMKu ¢ poTorpapryeCKUMHU IIOPTPETaMU MOJIO-
IOM JKeHIITUHEI ¢ MUJIBIM KPaCUBBIM JIUIIOM, BHI-
pa’keHHe KOTOPOTO HallOMHHaJI0 MamoHH. Oco-
06eHHO OBLIM XOPOIIM IJIa3a, O0JIbIIMe, CIIOKOM-
HO-BIYMYUBEIE U JIACKOBEIE.



[IpryecaHa oHa 6bLIa IO cTapoit Moge. IIpo-
6op IIocpefuHe, IJafKUe HAadeChl, IIPUKPHIBAO-
IHe yIIW, ¥ Ha TeMeHU TsDKeJible KOCHI, COOpaH-
HBle B BHUJe KOPOHKH. BUAMMO, 3Ta IpHUUecKa
IIJIa K MOJIOZOM sKeHIMHe. Ha 0fHOM IopTpeTe,
0COGEHHO XOpolller paboThl, OHA ObLIa BO BECh
poct. durypa mMajieHbKasg U cTpokiHas. He xyza u
He IoJIHA. PyKU y3Kue, ¢ JIMHHBIMU NaJIbIIaMHU.
Ha 6e3pIMeHHOM ITasiblle 00pydasbHOE KOJIBIIO;
Ha MH3UHIIe — HEeCKOJIbKO KOJIEIl,

B o6111eM IIpHBJIeKaTeIbHas JKEHIITHA.

BoJibII0i 6YKeT CBE)KHX P03 KpacoBaJICs B Ba-
3e Ha SAIIOHCKOM CTOJIMKe OKOJI0O Kadasku. TyT
’Ke 60HOOHbepKa ¢ KoHpeTaMu U3 MOHTpe.

Basepuit HukosiaeBU4 OTKpPBLI IIarpeHeBYI0
IIKaTYJIKy, B KOTOPOM aKKypaTHO OBLIU CJIOJKe-
HBI IIepeHyMepOBaHHbIE ITMCbMa >KeHbl, U B3SJI
BepxHee, [I0JIyUeHHOe HaKaHyHe.

TosoBa cjerka Kpy>KHiaach. Bo BceM HCXy7a-
JIOM TeJie UyBCTBOBAJIACh CI1a00CTh.



€BOJIMH IIPUJIer Ha KYIIeTKY U, C TOPeBIINUMHU

U3 IIyOOKMX BIIQJAMH IJIa3aMH, CHOBa CTal
IIepeYUTHIBAThL YeThbIpe MaJeHbKHe JIMCTKa, HC-
IIHMCaHHbIe KPYITHBIM PasTOHUCTHIM II0YEPKOM.

C10BHO 6Bl UyBCTBYs Ce0d B UeM-TO BHUHOBa-
TOH, KeHa CHOBA IIOBTOpPsJIa, II0YeMy He MOIJIa
paHbllle IIpuexaTb. Termeps MaMme JIydllle, IIepe-
BOJl pOMaHa OKOHYEH, CIaH B PeJaKI[UI0, TOHO-
pap IIoJIy4eH, ¥ OHAa, He BBOAA My’Ka B HOBEIE
IIOJITH, MOJKeT BbleXaTb Ha CIeyIOINHH [eHb U
CKOpO OyfeT yXa’kKuBaTb 3a O0JIbHBIM. Basepuit
COBCEeM IIOIIpaBUTCA. IleTepOYyprcKuil JOKTOP, OT-
npaBUBIIUK Basepus B IlIBeHIlapHio, TOBOPUT
TO ’Ke, UTO ¥ KJIapaHCKUH. PasyMmeeTcs, HUYEro
oracHoro HeT. Hazo ToJIbKO 6epedbcs U He TOPO-
IIUTHC Ha CeBep.

Bciem 3a 3TUMH, KasaJjioCh, CIIOKOMHBIMHU U
JIACKOBBIMH CTPOKaMH, IIJIM TPEBO’KHO-HEKHBIE,
HO IIOUepK Kak OyATo ObLI 60jiee HEPBHBIU U
HepOoBHBIN. V1 HeBOJIMH KaHO IJI0TAJI:

“S1 3HaI0, THl CepAMINbLCA, MOM OOpBIi Baie-
pHIi, 4TO IIPUHY)KAeHa ObljIa OTKIAAbIBATH [0
CHUX IIOp IToe3nKy. MHe TsDKeJIO, UTO IIOHEBOJIe



oObMaHBIBajsia TBOU OXHAAHUA... I[logyac 3TO
HeBBIHOCHMO... O, KaK COKaJIelo, YTO He IoexaJsia
¢ To6oM. Temephb 10 CKOPOro CBUAAHBA... Hellpe-
MEHHO 3aBTpa I10e/ly, U Ha KYphLePCKOM...”

[lcbMO, 110 OOGBIKHOBEHUIO, OBLIO IIOJIIKICA-
Ho: “TBOg Jlena”.

“BepHO, ocTaJjiach Ha JeHb B bepyiliHe U IIpU-
IUIeT TeJierpaMMy, UTo 3aBTpal”

— W kxakag oHa Xopoluag! — BEIPBaJICS BOC-
TOP>KEHHBIH II1e1I0T.

Y, miepelioJITHeHHBIN YyBCTBOM, 6JIarofjapHbIN
U YMWIEHHBLIH, CO CIe3aMM Ha IJlasaX, OH IIpU-
JIbHYJI TOPIYUMH U CYXUMU I'y6aMH K II0YTOBO-
MY JIUCTY.

“O, KaK OH 60TOTBOPUT ee!” — noxymas HeBo-
JIMH ¥ TOPJUJICS, UTO TaK 0JIaTOTOBENHO U IIy60-
KO JIIOOUT 3TO “30J10TOe cepzue”. Ilo-HacTosIe-
My JIIOOUT, a He TaK, KaK MHOTHe ero 3HaKOMbIe
MY>KUYMHEL

OH crpsTal MUCbMO B KapMaH. B Ty ke MU-
HYTY IIpefcTaBUII cebe, YTO 3aBTpa OyAeT 3/ecs,
OKO0JIO Hero, KpacuBasd, JI06uMasi, M0JI0/iasl JKeH-
IIMHa, ¥ YMUIeHUe K “30JI0TOMY CepZAIly” HcUes-
JI0O. BMecTO Hero OBLIJIO HeTepIleIMBOE, IIOYUTH
03J100JIEHHOE >KeJlaHMe BJII0OJIEHHOI0, U 110 IIpa-



BY, BJIaCTHOI'O My>Ka.

Kakas oHa 11BeTyIIas, KpacuBas...

A oH?

HeBoJiH cpaBHUII cebs.

U ¢ KaKuM 4yBCTBOM TOCKHU, 0’KECTOUYEHUS U
Opes3IJIMBOCTU IIOCMOTPESl OH Ha CBOU HCXYAa-
Jible, KOCTJISIBbIEe PYKH, 6eCCHJIbHbIE U OECKpOB-
Hble, C JKeJTHIMU HOITSIMHU, — TOUHO y MepTBe-
11a.

OH o1ryman IpyAb — OJHU BBIJAIOIIHECs peb-
pa. Horu — TOHKH, KakK y pe6eHKa, U TOJIbKO KO-
CTH.

Kak HU X0TeJyIoCh eMy YBEepUTH Cebsl, UTO IIO-
IIpaBJIsIeETCS, U UTO XyA00a He TaK YK y>KacHa, HO
OH He MOT He 3aMeTHUTh, UTO CTPAIIHO Xy/leeT U
ocsiabeJ1 B IIOC/IeTHIE TBE Hele IH.

U Bce-Taku ellje He II0YYyBCTBOBaJ U He CO-
3HaJI 6JIM30CTU CMePTHU. U He [yMaJs1 0 Hel.

OH Tak >KaJHO XOTeJ >KUTb, TaK JIIOOMJI cebs
U Bce OJiara, KOTOpble BMecCTe C G0JIbIIMHCTBOM
CUHTAaJ CHACThEM H, CJIeIoBaTeJIbHO, CMBICIOM K
I1eJIbI0 JKU3HU, UTO YIIOPHO XOTeJl BEPUTH U Be-
PWI NOKTOPY, KOTOPBHIM CKOPOTEUHYH YaXOTKY
HasblBaJI Il YCIIOKOEHUs OOJIbHOTO KaTapoM
JIETKHUX.



U yeM GecriojaiHee 1 ObICTpee HeLYT paspy-
I1aJI ellfe HeJlaBHO 3[J0POBOe, CUJIbLHOE TeJIo, TeM
yIIOpHee Hajessicl HeBOJIMH COXpaHUTH ero U
I10JIb30BaThCSd HACJAKAEHUSIMHU >KU3HU U TeM
cebsII00MBee CTAHOBUJICS, 3aHSITHIM MCKIIIOUU-
TeJIbHO TOJIbKO COO0M M CBOEM »KeHOM, KOTopas
llaBajla eMy cJyacTbe. A KO BCeMY Ha CBeTe CTall
PaBHOAYIIIEH.

Basepuii HukoslaeBUUY paHbllle, KOIZa OBLI
3/10pOB, XOTd U He OTJIHYaJICd CKJIOHHOCTBIO K
BOIIpOCaM HeIIpaKTUYeCKOIo XapaKTepa, aJbTPy-
HU3MOM U I[TUBUYECKUMHU J106poleTeIIMH, BCe-Ta-
KU, IOMUMO 3a00T 0O CBOeM 06J1aroroy4yud, UH-
TepecoBajiCd KoOe-uyeM M OTBJIEUeHHBIM, UMUTAl
YMHble KHUTH, U JIIOJCKHEe HeB3rOJbl OBLIU He
4y’K/Ibl ero cepAryy. PogHble, 6JIM3KHE U 3HAKO-
Mble He KasaJMCh 0e3pasjIMuHbIMU. A Telleph,
LeIUIAACh 3a KU3Hb, YesIoBeK CJI0OBHO OBl OOHa-
JKUJICSL BO BCel HArore >KUBOTHOTO 3rousMa. Bee
IIOMBICJIBI BeHI]a TBOPEHUs COCPeJOTOYUBAINCH
Ha YIIOPHOM CaMOCOXpaHeHUU.

U HeBOJIMH CTPOMUJI IIaHbI OYAYILETO.

OH MeuTaJs, KaK 0 4YeM-TO HeCOMHEHHO COBI-
TOYHOM, YTO OBICTPO IIOIIPaBUTCS, KOTZA OKOJIO
OyzeT 06BOpOKUTEJIbHASA KeHa. 1 0OH yX He CTa-



HeT BOJIHOBATLCA U CKy4YaThb B OJMHOYECTBe.
OHU che3gaT B JKeHeBy, II0OBIBAIOT B ropax, IIpo-
KaTATcd Ha Iapoxoje 1o JKeHeBckoMy o3epy. Ko-
HeuHO, nokaxkeT IuiboH [4]. [TogHUMYTCI II0
JKeJIe3HOH fopore B IyIMOH. B oKTg0pe 1moenyT B
Urtanuto, mo6pIBaioT B BeHeluy, B MuiaHe, ®Jo-
peHiuy, Pume u HeamoJte... Y Bcerga BMecrTe... A
3UMoOM BepHyTcd B IleTepOypr, B MaJIeHBKYIO,
VIOTHYIO KBapTUPKY, HaCTOdIlee THE3N0, CBUTOE
YMeJIOH JKeHCKOU PYKOH.

OH mymMas 0 TOM, KaK 3TOPOBBIU, CUJIbHBIN U
IIOIIOJIHEeBIIINY, IIPUJET B MUHUCTEPCTBO, U [U-
PexTop [JemapTaMeHTa, OOpaJOBaHHBINA, UYTO
HeBoJsIMH CHOBa OyjieT JIUTepaTypHO IIMCATh 3a-
IHUCKA U JIOKJIajgbl 6e3pasjiiyHO O 4YeM, — Ha-
MEeKHET, UTO MeCTO HavaJIbHUKA OT/eJIEHUS CKO-
PO OYMCTUTCS, YTO CaM MHHUCTP 3HAeT 0 Japo-
BUTOM M yCEPAHOM MOJIOZOM YeJIOBeKe-UNHOB-
HUKe U IpUKasaj BhIJaTh eMy K HoBoMy romy
IATHCOT pyOJieli B BO3MellleHUe PacXo0B Ha U3-
JledeHre 60JIe3HU... B 111eCTh YacoB ero BCTPETUT
Jlesid, 1acKoBasg U YMHas, pOBHAsd U cep>KaHHad,
yMeJsasd X03sMKa ¥ oyapoBaTesibHasgd MajleHbKas
JKeHII[UHA, 11eJIOMYLPeHHO-CKPOMHO He IIOHUMa-
I0Illas Yyap CBOUX JIacK...



OH fyMaJl, KaK B3BICKaH Cy/Ib00H, YTO BCTpe-
T Jleao TpH rofia ToMy Hasax B KpeIMy U II0-
HSUI, 4YTO HAaIlleJ Ty... HACTOSIIYI0, eJUHCTBEH-
HYIO...

Meurts! o60opBasuck. HeBOJIMH 3aCHYJL

KoJstokou k 06efty pasbyaui ero.

OH HexO0Ts MoAHsICSI. OCBEXKIJI JIUIO0 BOJIOH,
IIOIIPABMJI TaJICTYK, IPUTJIAUA G0POAKY U CIIY-
CTHJICSL.

CnabsbIii, OH cTapaJIcd KasaTbCsd MOJIOJIIOM Ha
JIFO[IAX, KOT/Ia BOIIIEJI B CTOJIOBYIO, T7I€ BCE JKIUJIb-
116 ITAHCHOHA y>Ke CeJIH 3a CTOJL



IV

B IIaHCHUOHe, KpoMe HeBosiMHaA, OBLI TOJIBKO
OJIVH PYCCKUU.

Bce 3Hasy, uTo HeBOJIMUH Ka)KIblil [eHb
BCTpedasl )KeHY U UTO CEero/iHs OHa He IIpHexaJia.

— EnBa siu OeIHBIN PYCCKUM TOXKIETCS KeHbI
U 3aBTpal — ycmesa y»Ke COOOIUTH XO3dMKa
MHOTHUM >KHJIbIIaM, IpuOaBUB He 6e3 C000JIe3HO-
BaHUs 0 HallpacHOU TpaTe HeBoyiHaA Ha OyKeT B
necaTb GpaHKOB U Ha GOHOOHBEPKY C KOHO}eTa-
MU B IBallaTh.

Bce ¢ couyBCTBHEM U B TO ’Ke BpeMsl He 6e3
JIIOOONIBITHOTO CHEep>KaHHOIO YOUBJIEHUS B3IJIS-
HyJIU Ha 6e3Haje)XHO OOJILHOIO PYCCKOIO, He
UMEeBIIIero Cepbe3HO-yOUTOro BHUJA HeCYaCTHO-
ro My>ka, K KOTOpoMy He efleT >kKeHa. OCOO€HHO
IIPUBETIUBO OTBETHUB Ha OOIIUI II0KJIOH HeBo-
JIMHA, IPOA0J/DKaJIU IPUINYHO-0eCIIyMHO eCThb
CYIL.

Ha gByX-Tpex JIMITaX TUIIMYHBIX HyKaH-QpaH-
IIy30B MEeJIbKHYJIU Cliep>KaHHO-HacMeIllINBhIe
yJIBIOKY HaJ, YIIOPCTBOM 3a6JIy>KIeHUs PYCCKOro
OTHOCHUTEJIbHO >KeHIIUH. [JIyII0CTh T0BEPUYUBOTO
My>Ka, KasajloCh, BO3MyIllaJla HUX ellfe OOJIbIIle,



4eM HeIllpHes3[ JKeHBI, 0 KpacoTe KOTOPOM JaBHO
BCeM pacckasaJjia rocroxka IlIBapiy, He pas J1r060-
BaBIIIasACd IIOPTPeTaMH MOJIOJIOM PYCCKOM JaMBbl
Ha cToJie HeBoJIiHa BO BpeMs ero OTCyTCTBHS.

JlaMBbl, HaIIpOTUB, OBIM UCKJIOYUTEIBHO BO3-
MYILIeHBl )KeHOH U IIOPHUIla/IM ee, KOIJa He 6e3
Y0BOJILCTBHSI TOBOPUJIH 00 0KUIaHUU HecyacT-
HOTO pyccKoro. OHO ABJIAJIOCH COOBITHEM B IIaH-
CHOHe, JjaBasg MHTEPECHYI0 U IIMKAHTHYI TeMY
IJIs OCTOPO’KHO-THXHMX PasTOBOPOB M IIPE/II0JIO-
JKeHHUH B KOMHaTax ¥ Ha IIPOIyJIKaxX.

BoJIbHOM CTapblii IIAaCTOP-IIBeN ellle C OO0JIb-
IIIeil, Kas3ajaocCh, TOPAOCTHI0 CMOTpPeEJI 3a 06e70M
Ha XOPOIIeHbKYI0 CBOI0 MOJIOAYIO >KE€HY C JIbHSI-
HBIMH BOJIOCAMH U OOJIBIITUMHU T'0JIYOBIMH, CJIOB-
HO OBl HeJOYMeBaIIIUMHU IJjla3aMH, KOTopas
yXa’kKMBaJjla 3a HUM C JJ0O0POCOBECTHOCTBIO CeCT-
PBl MHJIOCEPAHs, 6JIaroroBefHO BHHMaJa KaK-
IOMY €ero CJI0BY U HepeaKo IIPH IIyOJIMKe I1eJI0-
Bajla ero OOJIBITYI0 6esIyl0 U BOJIOCATYHO PYKY,
CJIOBHO OBI B /I0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO JII0OBH, BEPHOCTH
U IIOKOPHOCTH 00pa3Ij0BOM JKeHBI.

/lBa aHIJIMYaHHWHA, KOTOpHIle He 6e3 XJIafHo-
KPOBHOTIO IIpe3peHUs OTHECJINUCHL K 3TOM “KCTO-
PHH” PYCCKUX CYIIPYIOB, BCe-TaKH BOCIIOJIL30Ba-



JIUCh CIydaeM, UYTOOBI I10/ep>KaTh IIapy Ha IISATh-
necaT GQyHTOB.

[IpueneT 11 pycckas Jiefu 40 KOHIIA HeJesH
WIU He IIpUeseT?

[Tapx [O/DKHO CYUTATBCA HECOCTOSBIIIMMCH,
eCIM JKeHa SBUTCA TOJBKO K IIOXOPOHaM
IPKeHTJIbMeHa.

— IIpubaBiito fecatb QyHTOB!.. — IIPOIIeHI
CTapbli, IJIOTHBIA 3aBOAYMK M3 BUpMHUHrama c
PYMSIHBIM, LOOPOAYIIHBIM JIUIIOM, 06pallasich K
cocefy, KaK TOJIbKO 4UTO HeBOJIMH BOIIIEJ B CTO-
JIOBYIO.

— All right [S5]! — HeBO3MYTHMO OTBETHJI MO-
JIOZJOM YeJIOBEK, COBCEM eIlle IOHOIIA, B CMOKHH-
re U IIBETHOM JKHJIeTe, C IIOJO3PHUTEJIbHBIMH
KpacHBIMH IIITHAMU Ha CBOEM KpPacHUBOM, HeEX-
HOM U GesioM 6e360pozoM JIvIle, He II0BOPayU-
Bad IlleH, KOTOPYIO ITOAIIMPaId BBICOKHE H TYIO
HaKpaxMaJIeHHble BODOTHUKH.

— [ITaHCEI HA MOeH CTOPOHE, MUJIOPL!

—Eme 1mgare gHed! — yIOPHO IIPOIIEIITasl
IOHOIIIA.

— Borch TOJBKO, Kak OBl IIapH He COCTOS-
JIOCh.

Kpacase1i-roHoI11a IIPOMOJIBHII ce6e I107 HOC:



— JlepXy ABaanaTh IATh, YTO COCTOUTCI. OH
AT JHel IpoepsKUTca. MostoguuHa!

— Hper...

YormopHas, cTporag, I1oJIHas aHIJIMYaHKa JeT
IO/l COPOK, C OCJIEIUTeJbHO OesbIMU “JIOIafiy-
HbIMU” 3y0aMU BBIIAIOIIENCS YesI0CTH, 3aTSIHY-
Tasg [0 TOTO, UYTO TIPy/[b, KasajJoCh, pPa3opBeT
aXYPHYIO TKaHb JIM(a, — C B3OUTHIMHU KYPSIII-
KaMU, IIPUKPHIBAIIUMU JI00, ¥ C BBIXOJIEHHBI-
MU KPYIHBIMH PYKaMH, YHU3aHHBIMU O0JIeCTs-
IIIUMU KOJIbIIaMH, KOPPEeKTHO II0JlaBUJla TPOM-
KU B3[I0X IIpU BUzie HeBosiHa.

— HeBocnmuTaHHasg U HeENPUINYHASA >KeHIIU-
Ha! — 6e3are/UIaIMOHHO YyTh CJIBIITHO ITPOMOJI-
BIJIa aHIJIMYaHKa.

Ee cocemka, MoOJIOJleHbKass phDKeBOJIOCAs
MUCC, C U3MIIHO-TOHKUMM KPaCUBBIMU YepTaMU
6/1efHOTO JIMIIa, HEBOJIbHO Yapylolas CBOeH
IPOCTOTOM U CIIOKOMHON He3aBUCUMOCTHI0, MAT-
KO M COBCeM THXO CKa3aJa:

— Brl HeclIpaBeJ/IMBEI, TeTd. BepHO, ecThb
yBa’KUTeJILHbIe IPUYUHEL, eCJIU JIeTU He efleT.

— He MokeT OBITH HNpUUMH, Mab. AHIJIMYaH-
KU MX He 3HAKT, KOrJa HaJ0 HCIIOJHSITh CBOM
nmoJr, Ma6!



— Jlyuie nmocste obesa mmocriopuM. He 1ipaBra
JIH, TeTd?

U prpKeBoJIocasi ieByIlIKa Opocuia B3IJIs] Ha
pycckoro, 4yTo6 y6esuThCs, He MOT JIA OH Ji0Ta-
DaTbCs 0 TOM, YTO TOBOPAT.

HeBoJIMH He paccJbliial CJI0B U He MOT OBbI UX
IIOHATH. PasyMeeTcs, OH ¥ He II0[03peBaJl, UTo O
Ipuesfe >XeHbl U 00 ero GJU3KOM CMePTH [ep-
JKaT Iapu.

OH ces1 Ha KOHIle CTOJIa, OJIM)Ke K BBIXOZY,
OKOJIO eJMHCTBEHHOIO COOTeYeCTBEHHUKa B
IIaHCUOHe, IUcaTessl PaKUTHHA, II0KUJI0T0, BUJI-
HOTO0 OJIOH/IMHA B XOPOIIIO CIIIUTOM TeMHO-CUHEM
BeCTOHe, JIOBKO CHUJIeBIIIeM Ha ero 6apCKoM, ciier-
Ka pacIIioJIHeBIlell QUType, C KyZpeBaTbIMU CBeT-
JIO-PYCBIMH BOJIOCAMU, KpaCUBO-HEOPEXKHO 3aue-
CaHHBIMM Has3aj, U C IIOJCTPHIKEHHOU Heb0JIb-
11101 60POJIKOM, IOAEPHYTOM CEAUHOM.

HeBoJIMH HepeJKo pacckasbiBajJ PakKUTHUHY O
CBOeM 00JIe3HH, 0 CKOPOM IIpHesze KeHEI, 0 CBO-
HUX CBeTJIBIX HaJleXK[axX, HO Yallle BCero J0JDKeH
ObLI JIMIIL II0faBaTh PEIIMKH, CJIyllas HOBOTO
CBOEro 3HaKOMOTO.
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aKWUTUH JII0OWUJI TOBOPUTH U JIFOOWIL, YTO6 eMy

6J1aTOrOBefHO BHUMAJIM — U 0COOEHHO JKeH-
IIIUHEI, He CTapee COpPOKa JIeT U He OCKOPOJISIO-
III1e er0 3CTeTUYEeCKOro, JOBOJILHO H30IIPEeHHO-
ro BKyCa — U 4YTOOBI He 3a0bIBad — U ellle JIy4-
IIle, eCJIM II0Ka3bIBaJl €My — YTO OH YMHBIN U
TaJIAaHT/IUBBINA ITHcaTeslb PAKUTHH U OYeHb HH-
TepeCHbIM ellle My’)KYMHA, HECMOTpS Ha ero
IATHAECAT IBA TOAa, I YL06CTBa, BIIPOYEM, CO-
KpallleHHble UM JI0 COpOKa BOCBbMH, TeM 0OoJlee,
4TO MOJIO’KAaBOCTH €r0 He JaBajia II0BOJa K CO-
MHEHUSM.

Bce B maHcuoHe IIIBapIy 3HaIH, UTO PAKUTHH
“3HaMEHUTBHIN” PYCCKUM IIHCATeJb U UTO IIpHe-
xas B KilapaH oKaHUMBaTh HOBBIM POMaH.

O cBoeM mucaTeJbCTBe PAaKUTUH OOBIBUI I-
»Ke [IIBapI1l B [leHb IIpHe3/ia, KOI7ia 00 bICHUII e,
3a4yeM IIPOCHUT IIOCTaBUTh B €r0 KOMHATY IIHCB-
MeHHBIN CTOJI I06O0JIbIle, U OCBELOMUJICSI: HeT
JIY TI0 COCeZCTBY OOJIbHBIX.

BeposiTHO, pasu 60JIbIIIeN YeCTH [ [aHCH-
OHa, X034MKa IIpOU3BeJia HOBOIO JKUJ/IbIIA B “3Ha-
MEHMTOr0”, 0 UeM U CKasaJjia IIaHCHOHepaM.



HeBoyiMH WHCHOBITEIBANT Ilepel PaKUTHHBIM
HEeBOJIbHOE YYBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH M Ja’ke BHHO-
BaTOCTH 3a TO, YTO >KeHa, O II0CJIeJHeM IIMCbMe
KOTOPOH OH 00paZloBaHHO COOOIIMII eMY, He IIPHU-
exaJa!l

CrapasiCh CKpBITH 3TO, OH CJIab0 II0XKaJ CJia-
OBbIMU XyIBIMU PYKaMHU II0JIHYI0, MSCUCTYIO PYKY
PakuTuHa U He 6e3 TAaWHOW 3aBHCTU B3IJISHYJI
Ha ero KpacuBoOe, HeCKOJIbKO CaMOYBepeHHoe U
3aHOCYHBOE JIUI0 C YMHBIMH, CJIeTKa HaCMEILLIH-
BBIMY, JIYKaBBIMH TEeMHBIMHU IJlasaMH M CTal
eCcThb CyII, IIpeofojieBast OTBpallleHue K Iuire. 1
HaKOHeIl, CJIOBHO OBl HelOBOJIbHBIN, UTO Paku-
TUH MOJIYUT, IIPOTOBOPUJI IIPEYBEJTHYEHHO-CIIO-
KOMHBIM TOHOM:

— Bac yauBJisgeT, UTO JKeHa He IIpHexasia, Ba-
CHINM AHIpeuy?..

— BepHo, 4yTO-HUOYABL 3a/eprkajio, Basepuit
Huxosamnu!

— B bepiinHe oTAbIXaeT. 3aBTpa U IIpHefeT.

— Ilosyuuiiu TeserpaMmy?

— Eme He rosryynir... llonyay.

“M BeOb Bce ellle YIIOPHO BepUT!” — ImmogyMaJst
PaxkuTHH.

JTa MaJjleHbKas, KpacuBasg JKeHIMHA C aH-



reJIbCKUMHU IJIa3aMH, Cy[d II0 IIOPTpeTaM, O KO-
TOPOM TaK 4acTO ¥ BOCTOP’KEeHHO roBopuJI HeBo-
JIMH, B030y>Kasla B PaKuUTHHe U JII060IBITCTBO
IycaTeysi U 3aB34TOrO JIIOOUTesII MHTEpPeCHBIX
JKeHIIUH.

“HaBepHOe BTHOpMiachk. CHOBa YTO-HUOYIb
COJDKEeT B TeJjlerpaMMe HMJIU B IIMCBMeE, U 3TOT [0
UIUOTCTBA OCJIEIVIEHHBIN MY>X OITH IIOBEPHUT,
OyzeT KgaTh, BOJITHOBATHCA U XOJUTh Ha BOK3aJl.
CBHHCTBO, UTO He efieT... Morja OBl IIpuexaTh U
CKPBITH OT YMHUPAIOIIEro, YTO He JIIOOUT ero. Ha
9TO JKEHIIUHBI BUPTYO03KU U YMEKT UCKPEHHO
II0KaJIeThb TeX, KOro 06MaHbIBalOT. OTKya Takoe
beccepeynie y 3TOM KEHIIUHBI?” — CIpallnuBal
ce6s PakuUTUH.

— A ecsin EjleHa AJIeKCaHJpPOBHA 3aBTpa He
npueneT? — OCTOPO’KHO IIPOTOBOPHJI PaKHUTHH,
4TOOBI 3apaHee IIOATOTOBUTH HeBosIMHA K BO3-
MO>KHOMY pasoyapOoBaHHUI.

— He mpuepget? IloueMy BEBI IIpefIiojiaraete,
YTO >KeHa He IIpHefeT? — CIIPoCHI HeBOIHH.

B ero B3BOJIHOBaHHOM IJIYXOM ToJioce 6bLIH U
CMYIIleHUe, U UCIIYT, U MOJIb0a.

OH 3HaJ, KaK “IIOJJI0” CMOTPUT PakUTHUH Ha
JKEHIIIWH U C KaKOU ITUHUYHOM IIPOCTOTOM OTHO-



CUTCI K HUM. JTO UYBCTBYeTCI U B er0 PasroBoO-
pax u B TexX ero IMCaHUAX, KOTOpble HeBoMH
YUTAaJIL.

W B rosoBy 4axOTOYHOIO, IIOJIHOI'O BEPHI B
JIIOOUMYI0 >KeHIIMHY, 3aKpajlach MBIC/Ib, 6JI1aro-
Iaps PakutuHy:

“UTo MOXKeT HoxyMaTb PakuUTUH... llouemy
OHa He efeT?”

— IIpexgmosiarar0 caMyr0  OOBIKHOBEHHYIO
Belllb. UTO-HUOYb MOXKeT 3ajiep>KaTh 0The3] Ha
IBa-TPU AHA! — OTBeTHJI PaKUTHH CaMBIM, Kasa-
JIOCh, UCKPEHHUM TOHOM.

— Ho Begp g yuTas BaM BUepalllHee IIHUCHMO
SKeHBI? — C TOHOM YIIpeKa IIPOMOJIBHI HeBOJIHMH.

— /la pasBe MaJIo HeIlpeJBHUJEeHHBLIX 00CTOS-
TeJILCTB, Basiepuit HukosiaeBuy!

I'1asa PakuTUHA, Ka3ajioCh, yIbI0ATUCh.

Ceparie HeBosiMHA 3aKOJIOTHJIOCH CHJIBHEE,
KOIZIa, C TPEBOXKHOM IIBITJIMBOCTBHIO 3arJIsAbIBast
B IU1a3a PakuTuHa, y>XKe He yJblOaroIuecs, MeJ-
JIEHHO U, Ka3aJIoCh, C TPYZLOM CIIPOCHIL:

— Hampumep?

— XoTb 6B periuuB 60J1e3HU MaTepu EjleHbl
AJIeKCaHIPOBHEL...

OT ceppaa 60JIbHOTO OTJIErJI0. /IBIIaTh CTAI0



CBOOOTHEE.

U, IpocBeTIeBINiL, OH IIPOTOBOPUII:

— PasBe uTo0 3T0...

U yepe3 MUHYTY IIpHUOaBUIL:

— Ho moka aToro HeT, BhI 3aBTpa ybeauTecCh,
YTO Ballli IIeCCUMUCTHUYECKHEe B3IJISAILI Ha JKEeH-
IIIUH He TOATBepAATcd... I[Io KpailHeld Mepe Ha
’KeHe! — IIPOrOBOPHJI C BHE3aIlHBIM BO30yKIe-
HueM HeBoJyiuH.

— /la BBl 4TO Ha MeHd KJIeIlIeTe, FoJy0unK?
Pa3Be g 0606111at0 CBOM HabOJ/OAeHM... PasBe He
3HaBaJI s IIPesIeCTHHIX, IIPaBAUBLIX )KEHITUH? —
CKasajl PaKHTHH YCIIOKaMBAIOIIWM JIaCKOBBIM
TOHOM CBOEr0 MSATKOro, 6apXaTHOI'0 roJjoca, Ko-
TOPBIM BJIaZlesl II0 BpeMeHaM C MacTepCTBOM
IIPUPOKIAEHHOI0 aKTepa. — /Jla BOT BaM HAaJIUIIO
IIpuUMe]p IIpeIeCTHOIO CO3LAaHUd... B3TIIHUTe Ha
3Ty PBIKEBOJIOCYIO MUCC... 3aTO OCTaJIbHEIe... Ha-
IIpuMep, KaK ee TeTKa C JIOLIaAUHBIM JIUI[OM...
[Ipenyioku Ha BBIOOP — JKEHUTHLCS WU B SIKYT-
CKy10 00J1acTh... KoHeuHo, 1iocienHee... Man Ta-
Kue JidlieMepHble TUX0HHU, KaK I1acTopIIa, IIeIy-
I0I[asl Ha JIIOASX He 0COOEHHO YUCTOILIOTHYIO
PYKY CBOero Iacropa IIPeKJIOHHBIX JIeT U IIOHe-
BOJIe aCKeTHUYeCKOro HaCTPOeHusd... A 3peJias Jie-



Ba u3 ['amOypra?.. A Kako¥ ppyKT caMa X03gUKa?
9TOT MaJIeHbKHUM MeTTepHHUX, BEUHO YJIbIOAI0-
I1asgcsi MOHYMeHTa/IbHagd OTCTaBHas KpacaBHIIA
Apryctra IlIBapli.. Kakasg 1renpMa, Kakas BBI-
Iep)XKa W Kakasg penyranydl. I'oBopuia OHa
BaM, Kak JIIOOUT cBOero Iurrorasoro IIBapiia-Iro-
Bapa?

— l'oBopua.

— A Buepa, paHO YTPOM, g CJIBIIIAJ, KaK OHa
ero JIIOOHUT, KOIZla BCe IIQHCHOHEPHI CIIalH, U
“UnUIIIUA” ellfe He oJleBajack...

PaxkuTHH 6pOCUII 3y60CKaJIbLCTBO U CTaJI IIPU-
CAYyIIUBaTBCA K TUXHUM pPasroBopaM IIaHCHOHE-
poB.

He HpaBmjiach eMy Ta YHHHAasA, HaKpaxMa-
JleHHas, OyprKyasHO-CaMOJ0BOJIbHAas IIyOJIMKa.
Oco6eHHO BO3MYTHJIM €TI0 [Ba aHIJIMYaHUHA, KO-
I7la yCJIBIXaJl, Ha YTO OHHU JeprKaad mapu. C Ka-
KHUM Yy[I0BOJIbCTBHEM 06opBasl Obl OH HX, yMeH
TOBOPUTH I10-aHIJIUNCKU!

Ho oH roBopuJ IIO-QpaHIly3CKH [TOBOJIBLHO
OOMKO, He CTeCHSICAd OIIMOKaMH M BCTyIIal B
pasroBop ¢ GppaHIly3aMH.
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e IIPOIIJIO U IISTU MUHYT, KaK PaKUTUH yXKe

3aCIIOpUJI C TOPOOHOCHIM, TEMHO-OpPOH30BBIM,
O0JITJIMBBIM, SHEPIUYHBIM U PELINUTEeIbHBIM CTa-
PHKOM, C Cemoi, KOPOTKO OCTPMYKEHHOM T0JIO-
BOM, C CeIbIMH, IIOAHATEIMU KBEPXYy YCaMH H 3C-
IIaHbOJIKOM. OH TOJIBKO YTO COOOIIWJ, YTO OH
paHThbe ¢ TPHUALIATHI0 THICIYaMU [0X0/1a, 3apabo-
TaHHOI'0 CBOUM Irop6boM, Korja OblI MeXaHUKOM
U MIaWIIUKOM Ha 3aBOJe B Mapceie, UTO Tellepb
IIyTeIIeCcTBYeT /I CBOETr0 yA0BOJILCTBUS, BUEI
MHOIO CTpaH, HO, II0 COBeCTH TOBOpS, JIydllle
dpaHIIUU C ee KYJIbTYpPOU, CBOOO0M, [TUBUINU3A-
yel 1 6J1aroCoOCTOsTHHEM OH He BHUAIL...

— Ecsin 6 TOJIBKO Hallle IIpaBUTeJIbLCTBO OBLIO
IIOCTPO’KEe UM He IIOOIIPAI0 MHJIbePaHOBCKUX
OpenHei [6], o, Torza...

ABTOpUTeTHas CaMOJ0BOJIbHasg OpaBaja TH-
nuyHOoro Oyp>Kya M BbI3Bajsla PakWTHHa, yxKe
paHbllle II03HAKOMUBIIIETOCA C ppaHIly3aMH, Ha
cIiop. BrpoueMm, cIiop CKOpo 0OpaTHJICSI B JIEK-
U PakuTUHA.

1 oH He JIUIIUI cebsl TIEeCJIaBHOIO Y/I0BOJIb-
CTBUS II[eTOJIbHYTh, XOTs1 OBI U Ilepef, “OyprKys-



MH”, CBOMMHU CMeJIBIMHU B3IJISIIaMH, BEICOKOMED-
HO “paspesibiBast” OOIIECTBEHHBIU CTPOH C €ro
TOP>KEeCTBOM XUIITHUKA-KAIIUTajaa, TeplIeHueM
paboyux KiaccosB, IpefpacCyAKaMHU, IIPUBUJIETH-
SIMH U TOCYLApPCTBEHHBIMH JIFOABMU, CIIY KalllH-
MU UHTepecaM TOTO JKe KalluTasa.

[TaHCHOHEPHI, BUTUMO, ObLIU IIIOKUPOBAHBI U
IleP3KOM CMeJIOCTBIO PYCCKOTIO U, IJIaBHOE, ero Co-
BCeM HEIIPUJINUYHEBIM, Ka3aJI0Ch BCEM, TOHOM, BEI-
3BIBAKOIIIM, HEPBHBLIM, HECKOJIBKO IIOBBIIIEH-
HbIM. CJIOBHO O6BbI PAKMTHH IIOy4aJl UTUOTOB.

PaxuTuH cusai. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO B yape U
Ila’Ke Ha Yy>KOM S3bIKe TOBOPUT XOPOLIIO.

U, BO30YXIeHHBbI, OH CaM C Y 0BOJIbCTBUEM
CyIllajJ CBOM 3aKpyIJIeHHbIe, KpaCHUBEIE U 30-
$eKTHbBle IIepHUOAbl, IIOJIHbIe HeOXUJAaHHBIX
6JIeCTKOB OCTPOYMMS U 3JIBIX CapKasMOB, U He
COMHEeBAJICA, YTO OHU BO BCIKOM CJIyyae IIPOM3-
BeoIyT U Ha “UOUOTOB” BIIeUaTJeHHe, U YTO B
CTOJIOBOM — HU 3BYKa.

A MeXy TeM OH B3IJIAHYJI Ha [IaHCHUOHEPOB...
U YTO Xe?

HukTo He obpalliajl HU MaJleHIlero BHUMa-
HUA Ha ero cioBa. EMy Kasasoch, 6yATO BCce Ha-
POYHO IepeKUAbIBAIUCh MeXXy C06010 CI0BaMU



U OyTO CMESIMCh Ha ero CYer.

JlaMbl XOTBb OBl B3IJIIHYJIH Ha Hero. Hu IIpe-
JIeCTHass MHMCC, HH XOpOIIeHbKas IIacToplla C
HeJJOyMeBaloIUMHU I1a3saMU. Hu JBe BOJIOOKHE
PYMBIHKM IIpo6JsieMaTH4YeCcKUX JeT. HU I106J1ek-
IIas feBUIla u3 [amOypra, Xyfas KakK CIIMYKa,
MeuTaTesbHasg, KpacHeWInasd KW YIHCBIBAIOIas
BCe OJII0Zla C TaKUM J0OPOCOBECTHBHIM alllleTH-
TOM, OYATO el OBLII0 IIPeIIHMCaHO: BOUTH B TeJIO.

Tospko omHa MajgaM IIIBapIr BeITapaliuia Ha
Hero CBOM IIOZBeJleHHBIe IJlasa U Opocaja To
YMOJIAIOIIIHE, TO YTPOXKAIOIIHe, TO 3JIble, TO HUCIIY-
raHHble, TO HAaKOHeIl MHOI0OOeIjaroliie B3IJIs-
Ibl, OUEBH/IHO, Jalolye IIOHATh “3HaMeHHUTOMY”
IIMCaTe/I0 — He II030PUTh ITaHCHOHA U He Paso-
PUTH OeIHYIO JKEHIIHY.

JlBa aHIJIMYaHWHA — U CTAPBIM M IOHBIA —
OBLIM BBICOKOMEPHO-PAaBHOAYIIHBL. A IOHBIH —
PakuTHUH 3HAJI — TOBOPUJI I10-QPAHIIY3CKH IIpa-
BUJIBHO U C COOaYbUM aKIIeHTOM.

U paxe crapblii ppaHIy3, KOTOPOTO IJIaBHBIM
06pasoM BrIOpasI )KepTBOM PakUTHH, U TOT, XOThb
I10 BpeMeHaM II0JHUMaJI OT TapeJsIKH IJIa3a, 3aro-
pasIrecs 6JIeCKOM, U CIyIIall, CAePKUBasl Pas-
Opa’keHHe, HO IIPU 3TOM OCKOpPOUTEeJLHO-Ha-



CMEIIIUBO yJIbI0asICs.

“Tak g BaM, OCTOJIOIIBL, IIOKaXYy!” — II0-PyC-
CKU ItopyMas PakuTHH, 60JIbHO 3a/leThIM B CBO-
eM CaMOJIFOUH.

W c0BHO OBl PEeLIMBIIMM OTOPOIIUTH 3THUX
“UOINO0TOB”, y>Ke NOCTAaTOYHO B3BUHUEHHLIH, Pa-
KUTHUH C BBISBIBAIOIEM YBEPEHHOCTBIO U CIIO-
KOMHOM pasBsASHOCTBHIO CKasaJl, IIOBTOPASA CJIOBA
HurTIiine, 4To BCce HalllK XOg4Yrie MHEHUs TPeoy-
IOT IIepeolleHKH, U IIpUOaBIUIIL:

— Bo3pMuTe XO0Th 6pak. 3TO OJHO U3 HeJle-
IIBIX yUpeXXJeHUil. B 6yayineM ¢popMa ero msme-
HUTCA. IIo KpaiiHell Mepe He OYyAyT 00s3bIBaTh
CYIIPYyIOB JIHOOUTH 10 Ipob >KU3HU U OBITH Ka-
TOpPXHUKaMU. PopuTes IOMMYT, KaK IIOPTAT
OHH CBOMX JIeTeH...

CisoBa PaxkuThHA IIpOH3BeJIM HA IIaHCHUOHE-
POB oOlIlIeJIOMJIAOIIlee BIleuaT/IeHHe.

YoropHO-CTporas aHIJIMYaHKa He axHyJa OT
HEerol0BaHUs TOJILKO II0TOMY, YTO aXaTh HeIIpU-
JimyHOo. Ho OHa 3akpelIa yIIu pykaMu. ['1asa ee
CTaJIX HeIIO/IBUIKHO-3JIIMU. ['yOBI UTO-TO IIIeIITa-
JIA Y, Ka3aJoCh, IIPU3BIBAJIN Kapbl Ha CBATOTAT-

a.
— B KakoM MBI 06111€CTBE, Mao!



Crapslil BBICOKHH IIBeJ-IIacTOP I10BeJI Ha Pa-
KUTUHA HeyMOJIUMO-CKOPOHBIN U B TO Ke BpeMs
6e3Ha/1e’)KHO-CYPOBBIH, TS KeJIbIN B3IJIAL.

— 3np3al He ciayma 6e360’KHOM HeJIeIIo-
CTH! — CTPOTrO LIEITHYJI OH.

— He 6yny, AKceJib! — IIOKOPHO OTBETHJIA XO-
poiteHbKas “opy”.

U, omycTUB CBOU roIy0Oble, CJIOBHO GBI ellle 60-
Jlee HeloyMeBaloll[ye Ijla3a Ha TapeJsKy, He CIIe-
Il1a ¥ CTPOro-Z0OpOCOBECTHO eJjla PEUHCKYIO JIO-
COCHHY IIOJ TOJUIAHJACKHUM COYCOM, U CZeJiajlach
U 3aJyM4MBa, OBITH MOJKET, OTTOTO, YTO He KC-
IIOJIHUJIA O0eIlfaHusd U Cayllasa X0Th U 6e3007K-
Hble, HO UHTepeCHbIe IIpe/icKa3aHud 0 Opake.

W ocrasbHBIE BO3MYILlEHHBIE aMBbl, CTapas-
mrMecsl KasaTbCsd Yepecuyyp OCKOpPOJIeHHBIMU
npodaHanel 6paka, CTHIJIMBO He IIOJHUMAaJIU
IJ1a3, HO BCe-TaKH JKa/fHO CIIYIIaJIH.

U, c10BHO OBl B OIIpaBJaHUe TaKOTO JIHOO-
IBITCTBA, IIOKWJIAsd JeBHIla U3 I'aMmbypra cmy-
IIIeHHO IIPOMOJIBHJIA:

— /Jlo 4ero moujeT 3TOT HAIJIBIM IOCIIOJMH...
OH 3a0bLJ1, YTO 3/1eCh U JeBUIIbI!

TosibKO peDKeBoJIOocasd Mucc Mab nmMesa 06-
JIeCTb CJyllaTh Cepbe3HO U CIIOKOMHO, He



OCKOp6JIeHHasd, Ka3aJIoCh, pedaMH PYyCCKOTO.

Crapslfl [UKeHTJIBMEH H3 bUpMHHrama, JIIo-
OuTesb Iapy, CIIPOCUII COCeia:

— O ueM MO>XeT TOBOPUTH 3TOT PYCCKUI?

MoJtooi yesIoBeEK 00BSICHIUIL.

— JlepXy mapu, 4To OH u3 bamnama [7]! —
IIPOLeJUJI CKBO3b 3y0Obl 3aBOJUUK.

— OH IIPOCTO He HKeHTJIbMeH. [0OBOpUTH 3a
006e/10M HEIIPUJINYHO-TPOMKO CBOH IJIYIIOCTH! —
IIPe3pUTEILHO-CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJI FOHBIM JIOP.

PaHTbe yKe HeCKOJIbKO OCTBLI ¥, BOCIIOJIB30-
BaBIIIUCH I1ay30M, JII00e3HO CKasasl PAKUTHHY:

— 5l He yMel0 TaK yBJIEKaTbCd U yOeqUTeIbHO
CIIOPUTH, KaK BBI, U IIOTOMYy He CMeEI0 IIPOJO0JI-
KaTb. HO XOTH MBI He CXOIHUMCSA B MHEHUAIX, 3TO
He MeIllaeT MHe yBakaTb U JIIOOUTH PYCCKUX.
dpanIug 1 Poccus — 06e BeJIMKOLYIIIHEIE U bJIa-
TOPOJHBIEe BeJIMKHe Halluu!

U oH IOAHSII CTaKaH, OTIIMII IJIOTOK KPacHOIO
BUHA U IpUOAaBUWI C efBa CJBIIIHOM HpPOHUYeE-
CKOM HOTKOM B roJIoce:

— BBI, KOHEYHO, IIPOBOJAUTE TaKHe >Ke CMe-
JIble B3IJIAJBI U B BAllIUX, BEPOSITHO, MHTEPECHBIX
KHUTaX, KOTOphIe, K COKaJIeHUI, He MOIY IIPO-
4ecTh.



[TogbIlIeHHBIA KOMILIMMEHTOM, PaKuUTHUH
BCIIBIXHYJI ¥, Ka3aJI0Ch, He 3aMeTHJ/I HaCMEIIIKH.

Y, moHMKas rojioc, OTBETUJI y>Ke 6e3 3aHOC-
YUBOCTHU:

— He coBceM!

Torma paHThe-QpaHIly3 C elrle GOJIBIIEN JIFO-
6e3HOCTBHIO CIIPOCHUIL:

— Ho, BeposaTHO, BBl Tak >XKe CMeJI0O U OCTPO-
YMHO yKasbIBaeTe Ha... HA HeCOBEPIIIeHCTBA PYC-
CKOM ’KM3HHU, KaK celyac yKas3blBaJl Ha OaHK-
POTCTBO HaIero crpoA?.. I He COMHeBarCh, YTO
BalllUM 00II[eCTBEHHBIM JlesITe/IsIM TaK >Ke J0CTa-
eTcsd, KaK JoCTaeTCd OT HaIlIUX JKYPHAINCTOB Ha-
UM MHUHUCTPaM?

PakuTHH HEPBHO BOCK/JIUKHYIIL:

— MBI B IpyIrUx yCIOBUIX...

U 6s1aropasyMHO He IIPOJ0JDKaJI.

Crapeii ¢paHIly3, II0-BUAMMOMY, BIIOJIHE
YIOBJIETBOPUJICI OTBETOM M TOTYAC >Ke€ 3aroBO-
PHJI CO CBOUM COCEZ0OM O IIPeBOCXOLHOM pribe U
TIOIIPOCUJI IIOJATH €€ ellle.

OKHUHYB B3IJII0M 00I1ecTBO, PAaKUTHH MOT
y6eqUThCs, UTO IIaHCUOHEPHI TOCTaTOYHO “Oro-
POILIEHEI” ¥ [OCTATOYHO HEIIPHUA3SHEHHEL.

— Heboch, OHH OCTaJHUCh JOBOJBHEL.. He



mpasia Ju? — 00paTWCAd TOP>KECTBYIOIlE K
HeBosiiHy PakuTHH.

HeBosIMH paBHOAYIIIHO OTBETHU:

— Oxora 6bL1a BaM, Bacuiuii AHIpeeBUY, KU-
IISITUTHCS.



Vil

a Clenyrolllee yTPO XO3giKa IIoCcTydasia B

KoMHaTy PakuTtrHa. OHa BoOILJIa TOpPXKe-
CTBEHHO U Cepbe3Hasi B IIOJTHOM CBOEM O0OBIYHOM
“Ilapaze” u, IIOCJIe H3BICKAHHBIX HM3BUHEHUM,
YTO OCMeJIMJIAaCh IIOMeIIaTh ero BIOXHOBEHMIO,
“ro3Bosinyia cebe” 3aMeTHTh, UTO HECOMHEHHO
BO3BEHIIIIeHHbIe MHeHUA I.PaKUTHHA, KOTOpEIE
TakK IIOHPaBHUJIMNCHL €N CcaMoy, K COXKaJIeHUIO,
B3BOJIHOBAJ/IM U HCIIYTaIU IIAaHCUOHEPOB U Bpe[-
HO I10/IEFICTBOBAJIHA Ha O0JIbHBIX...

—/Zla BBl  IIpUCaXUBaMTeCh, TOCIIO>Ka
IIBapriy,...

U PakUTHH IIOJOABUHYJI KPeCJIO X03dUKe...

— O, He becIIOKOUTECH, monsieur... 5l Ha OgHY
MUHYTY.

OfHaKo X035MKa IIpucesa ¥ IIpogorKala:

— 1 MHoOTUe BBIpasuId MHe HEYI0BOJIbLCTBUE
Ha TPOMKUeE CIIOPHI 3@ CTOJIOM. A MOU IIPUHITUIL:
IIOJIHOE CIIOKOMCTBHE >KUJILIIOB, KOTOPEIE Jiejia-
0T 4YeCThb IIAHCUOHY. BBI, KaK HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
YMHBIA 4esIoBeK, KOHEeYHO, COIJIaCUTeCh C 3TUM
IPUHIIUIIOM? — JI00€3HO U TBEPZO0 IIpubaBmIa
X03sMKa.



— A He TO, rocrioka IIIBapis, BBl 3aX0THUTE JIU-
IIUTHCI TAKOT'O0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO YMHOIO YeJIo-
BeKa? — OTBETWJL, yJIbI0asiCh, PAKUTHUH.

— K coxasieHHIo, s II0CTaBJIeHa B TsDKeJsoe
II0JIO’KEHHE. ..

— A KOMHaTa 3/iechb OTJIMYHad... He Kapko...

— U1 xakoi BU/J ¢ 6aIKOHA...

— U Bup... Y pabortaeTcs X0poo... 1 KopMu-
Te IIOPAF0YHO...

— S craparocs! — BcTaBmiia rocroxka IIBapir,.

— Bbl o6pasnoBasi X03dWKa U — IIPUMUTE
BIIOJIHE 3aCAy’KEeHHYI0 JaHL — TaKasd HHTepec-
Has JKeHIMHAa, YTO IIPUCYTCTBHE Ballle 3a CTO-
JIOM MO’KET TOJIBKO [OCTaBJISATH 3CTETHUYECKOoe
yIOBOJIbCTBHE... OMHUM CJIOBOM, IIAHCUOH MHe
HpaBUTCA.

U c cepbe3HBIM BUIOM IIpUOaBUIL:

— IIpocTUTEe HECKPOMHBINM BOIIPOC, MHJIast XO-
3dMKa: BaM JieT — TPUALIATh?.. IJIK HeT elre?

— Yro BEI?.. BEI CMeeTecw?.. § cTapyxa... MHe
COPOK JBa! — CKPOMHO IIPOMOJIBHJIA TIOCIIOXKA
[IIBapI1i, BHE3AITHO OXKUBJIAACH, CJIOBHO CTApbIA
rapaep, 3acjablllaBIIuYg TPyOy.

— Heyyxesu?.. A KakoH ke y BacC, 3Ha4YUT, KU-
BUTEJIbHBIN BO3AyX... MOJIOJKaBUT... be3 IIyTOK



TOBOPIO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI PaKUTHH, KOTOPBIA IIO
IIPUBBIYKE CTAporo X000YHHKA I'OBOPHUJI 0 JiEep-
30CTH HEBO3MOJKHBIe KOMIUIMMEHTBI, CaMOJ0-
BOJILHO YBEpPEeHHBIN, UTO XOTH [OJII0 U3 BpaHbs
JKEeHIIMHA IIPUMeT 3a IIpaBay.

— 5] Korza-To 6b11a HelypHa, a Tellepkb...

U rocroska IIBapIy B3TOXHYJIA U TOXKE II0 CTa-
POM IIpUBBIYKE CBEpPKHYJIA KOIZAa-TO MHOTroo0be-
LIIAFOIIMMH IJIa3aMH.

— Tax BbI U3BUHUTE, UTO g BBIHY K/leHa OblIa
reperaTh BaM HEYOBOJILCTBUE ITAHCHOHEPOB...

— Kakue wusBuHeHwus!.. MokeTe OBITH CIIO-
KOMHEBI, YTO OoJibllle g He IIOCTaBJII0 Bac B
HeIIPpUATHOE I10JI0’KeHHe U BallluX IIaHCHOHEPOB
He 0rop4y CIIopaMu.

— Kaxk IpuaTHO MMeTh [1eJI0 C TAKUM YMHBIM
4yesioBeKoM! HeT cj10B 6J1arofapUTh Bac...

T'ociozka IBapiIt He yXO4UJIa.

Y, mpruHUMasa Cepbe3HO-TPYCTHBIM BHJ, C HC-
KYCCTBEHHO IIeYaJbHOM TOP>KeCTBEHHOCTHLIO
IIpOH3HecIa:

— CunTarn CBOMM [JOJIIOM CKas3aTh, YTO Balll
COOTeUeCTBEHHUK 0YeHb ILIOX.

— bepara! Elfe Buepa BeuepoM g CHUIENT
Hero, ¥ OH 601puJICS.



— MWIbI Hall JOKTOP TOJIBKO UTO OBLI Y
HeBosvHa...

— W 4o ke ckasain?

— OH IIpeAyIpe I MeHs, UTO 6eJHBIN MOJIO-
IIOM 4eJIoBeK O0JIiee HeflesIu He IIPOTSHeT.

— HeBoJiMH U He fgoragbiBaeTcd?

— IlouTH BCce YaXOTOUYHEIE He 0rafbIBal0TC.
A KasKkeTcsd, TakK JIeTKO JorafaThbCcs... Sl ceiiuac Ha-
Bemtasa HeBosiHa... OH He BCTAJI CEerofHs C II0-
CTeJIM U HaBEpPHO YK He BCTaHeT... 1 Kak cJab,
Kak B3BOJIHOBAaH!..

— OTuyero B3BOJIHOBaH?

— PaHO yTpoM II0JIy4YnII TeserpaMmy... O, KaK
’KeCTOKa ero xXopoireHbKas skeHa! Kak sxectokal
BrIBaloT Oeccep/ieuHble >KEHIIUHBI, HO TaKHEe,
KakK OHa, perku. He mpaBza su? Brl, Kak IIHca-
TeJib, 3HaeTe Hac. A HeBosimH He 3HaeT. OH Bce
elre HazeeTcs... A s, IPU3HAKCh, IYMAI0, UTO 3Ta
IlaMa coBceM He mpuefieT... K uemy eii yMmuparo-
mui MyX? OHa, BepHO, 3a0blila CBAIEHHBIN
IOJIT >KeHBI... A OH TaK >KJeT, Tak Jiroout! — U
rocrioka IlBapIy mmogHecsaa K rjlasaM HOCOBOM
IUIATOK. — MHe TakK >KajJib MOJIOJOTO YeJI0BeKa,
KOTOPBIM TaK XO4YeT YBUAETH KEHY U yMHpaeT
OJWH, Ha YyXOMHe, YTO s IIOCOBETOBAJa eMy



ceMyac ke exaTsb B IleTepOypr...

— VMuparomemMy? — BOCKJIMKHYJI PaKUTHUH.

“M Kakas ke THI cTepBo3a!” — ImogyMaJst OH.

— JIOKTOp HaXOJWUT, 4YTO OOJILHOM [0efeT...
Voxe OoXUJaHUe BHUJEThb 4epe3 [Ba [HA >KEHY
OoJlep>Kasio OBl ero... Tak 6bI XOPOIIo ObLIO ObI
IJIS1 Hero yMepeThb OKOJIO JIIDOMMOT0 YesIoBeKa...
U xorpa g ckasaja o Iletepbypre u gymasia, 4To
moe3nka ero obpangyer, HeBosMH — B0oOOpasu-
Te — B3BOJIHOBAJICSA U PaCCepAUJICH...

— He oneHwms Bamed [06GpPOTHI, TOCIIOXKA
OiBapry?

Xo3giKa chesaja BHJ, YTO He YCJbIIIaaa
3JI0M UPOHUHU B rojioce PaKUTHHA U He 3aMeTHIa
ero HaCMeIIJIUBBIX IJIas.

— 41 oxesasa HeBosnHy pobpa... PasBe He
y>KaCHO yMepeThb OJHOMY, 6e3 OJIM3KUX?..

— Ho Bce-Taku faiiTe eMy yMepeThb B IIaHCHO-
He...

— /la pasBe s He X04y Jiep>KaThb YMUPAIOIIero
B aHcuOHe?.. O, He TOBOpUTe Tak, monsieur! S
He 3aCJyKHUBAK0 0O0MIHOTO IIOZ03peHUsd. I Xpu-
CTHaHKa! — IlaTeTUYeCKUM TOHOM OCKOPOJIEH-
HOU 06po/ieTe/Id BOCK/IMKHYJIA X03dUKa. — U g
Tak Jiro6Jr0 6egHoro HeBosimHa. OH Bcerpa ObLT



Tak 00p U [jeJIMKaTeH CO MHOM... Tak IIpefyIipe-
OUTeJbHO ILIaTWJI Bliepen. M — cropocure y
Hero — Kak 4 3aboruiiack o HeMm! IloBepbTe, UTO
s II0CTaparoCh, YTOOBI €ro II0CJIefHUe THU B MO-
eM IIaHCHOHe OBIIM II0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOKOM-
HBI... CeroiHs ’Xe II030BY CHUJEJIKY, X0Td ObI Ha
MOM cueT, ecyii HeBOJIMH He BCIIOMHUT IIepes
CMEPTHI0 3aIJIATUTH €H...

Y, c710BHO OBl B [0Ka3aTeJbCTBO €e XPHUCTH-
aHCKOM JII06BU K OJIMDKHEMY, OHa IIpubaBuIa:

— BBl 3HaeTe, C KaKUMH IIpefpaccyfKaMu
npuesxue? I moHecy Oosiblivie YOBITKH, €CJIH
HEeCKOpO cZaM KOMHAaTy — BeJb KOMHAaTa IIpe-
BOCXOHAsA? — IIOCJe IIOKOMHUKA... A 171 Gef-
HOM JKeHIIUHBI 3TO YYBCTBUTEJBHO, HO I U He
II0/lyMal0 MBICJIEHHO YIIPEKHYTH IIaMATh MOJIO-
Z0TO YesIoBeKa... TpeBOXKUT MeHs TOJIBKO OJHO...

— YT0 Takoe? — CIIpoCuyI PAKUTHH.

— 51 He 3Hal0, KaK OBbITh, €CJIU KeHa He IIPHU-
efeT, 1 HeBoyiMH ympeT... Koro usBeCTUTH, KPO-
Me >KeHBI, Ipyrux 6imskux B IletepOypre... I'ne
3aXOTAT IIOXOPOHUTS €ro... 1 BooOIIe...

— 06 3ToM He OecHOKOMTech... SI Bce cfe-
Jaro... 1 sariauy 1o cuyery...

— O, nycTaKku... O6 3TOM He CTOUT U TOBO-



PUTE... 3HAYUT, BBl IIpUMeTe Ha cebs Bce 3a60-
TBL... Sl Tak U gyMaia... /la U KoMy >Ke I103a60-
TUTBCS, KaK He COOTEeUYEeCTBEHHUKY, [1a ellle TaKo-
MY BeJIMKOAYIITHOMY, KaK BEL...

C sTHMH CJI0OBaMHU OHa IIOJHSIACH, eIje pas
H3BUHMWJIACH, YTO IIOMeIllasia BJOXHOBEHHIO, U
BeJIMYeCTBEHHO Y[aJaujIach, ITOBOJIbHAsA CBOUM
BU3UTOM K PaKUTHUHY.

“CBOM “HeJIeIIOCTH” TOBOPHUTH 3a 00el0M He
OyzeT U IaHCUOHepOB He HalryraeT. IlocieHUM
cueT 3a HeBoyiMHa U CHeJIKe YIIATUT, U BeCbMa
BEpOSATHO, YTO IIOoc/Ie cMepTH HeBosiMHaA Iepeit-
JeT B ero KOMHaTy. TaKoM HaXaJIbHBIN IOCIIOAUH
He MOJKeT MMeTh IIpeJpaccygKoB. /la U BIIOJIHE
3[OPOBBIN YesOBeK!” — TIogyMasia TOCIIoXKa
IIIBapir.

M xoThb oHA cumTasa PakuTHMHa He 0YeHbL-TO
II0Ba/VIUBBIM ITaHCUOHEPOM, TPEOYIOIUM OT
TOPHUYHOM OCHOBAaTeJbHONM W CBOEBpPeMeHHOU
yOOpKU U [0OPOCOBECTHOM YUCTOTHI CaIlor U
IIaThs, TeM He MeHee HAalllJIa, YTO OH MY>K4YHUHa
He 6e3 BKyca, KOIJla BCIIOMHUJIA €r0 KOMILIU-
MEeHTBHI, U pelllnsa, UTo OH OyzeT MeHee TpeboBa-
TeJIeH, ecjIy, BMecTo 111apsioTTeI, HA3HAUUTE TOp-
HHUYHOA B €ro HOMEpP XOPOIIEHHLKYI0 MOJIOAYIO



Kiapy.



VIl

KpOBaTB 6bLIa IMOIBUHYTA K OTKPBITOMY OKHY,
1 HeBOJIMHY KasaJjloCh, YTO HUMEHHO 3TO U
OBLIIO HY>KHO, YTOOBI eMy OBbLIO IIOKOMHee Jie-
’KaTh B IIOCTeJIU U JbIIIAaTh JIerye.

C BBICOKO IIPUIIOSHATOM TOJIOBOM Ha IIOLYILI-
KaX U C 3aKpBITBIMU IJIa3aMH, OH IIOXOJMJ Ha
MepTBelia. Ho Korga OoTKphIBaJl IJjia3a, OHU OJie-
CTeJIM, COCpPefOTOUYEeHHO BO30Y)X[eHHbIe U Ce-
pbesHbIe, CJIOBHO OBl KaKasg-TO MBIC/Ib BOJIHOBA-
Jla ero ¥ TpeboBajia paspelleHus.

OH 10BepHYyJI I71a3a K OKHY; rojiyboe Hebo, U
ropsl, U OJIeCK UyJHOIO yTpa o6paTUIU Ha cebs
0COOeHHOe, IPOHUKHOBEHHOE BHUMaHUe HeBo-
JIMHA, U OH C HOBBIM, Jj0CeJjie HEeHCIIBITaHHBIM
YyBCTBOM BOCXUIIeHUS B3IJIAABIBAJI B OKHO.

“A OH TaKOM OJHMHOKHM, TaKOU CIa0BIH, B Ke-
Ha He efeT!” — nmogyMast HeBostmH.

U >xkasocTh K cebe oxBaTuia ero. KpymHsie
CJ1e3bl KaTUJIMCh Ha IIIeKHU.

OH cHOBa ayMaJ 0 KeHe ¥ CHOBa IIpoboBal
YCIIOKOUTH MYUYHUTEJbHOCTh AyM. OH caM BHHO-
BaT, 4yTo Jlesig He ToponuTcd. OHa He 3HAeT, UTO
KaTap TakK 00eCCHJIMJI ero. 3aueM OH He IIHCaJl,



YTO XyZAeeT U II0 HOUYAM MOKpBIE oT mota? O,
IaBHO Oblia 6Bl OHA 3[[eCb, U OH IIOIIPaBJISJICA
Obl... He O6BLI0 OB 3TOr0 MYYHUTEJIHHOTO BOJIHE-
HUA...

H3-3a Hero u cTajo Xyske. JJOKTOP TOJILKO YUTO
ObLJI ¥ He HallleJI HU4Yero 0CO6eHHO Cepbe3HOrO...
BpeMeHHoe o6ocTpeHue. HoBoe JieKapCTBO IIO-
MOXKeT... Ho Kak /10JIr0 TIHeTCd 60JIe3Hb...

“U oTuero Jleqs OISITH He MOIJIa BbIEXaTh,
Kak obemrasal”

JdTa MBIC/Ib He MOIJIa 0TBA3aThCSA C TOM MUHY-
ThI, KaK HeBOJIMH IIOJIy4YMJI, I1014aca TOMY Ha-
3am, TejerpaMMmy...

Y 0oH IPOTSAHYJI PYKy K HOYHOMY CTOJIUKY 3a
TeJleTpaMMOM K CHOBa IIPOYMTAJ 3TH CTPOKH,
KOTOpBIe 3aCTaBJILJIU CepAle ero OUTHCSI CHJIb-
Hee.

“IlpocTu. PaHbIlle TpexX AHEH He MOIY BHI-
exaTb. He TpeBOXbCd. Tesrerpadpupyi, Kak 310po-
Bbe. /10 CBHUIaHbA”.

OnaTs oTyI0’KHIIA. A Jlejid Tak Hy’KHa Tellepb,
Korjga Morja Obl XOOWUTH 3a HUM. Pa3Be oHa He
3HaeT, YTO OH O/IUH... OHH...

— /la 4TO 3TO 3HAUUT? — MBICJIEHHO CIIPaIllU-
BaJI ce6s1 HeBOJIMH.



N cHOBa VIIOpHO [gesaeT BCEBO3MO’KHBIE
IIPeJIIoJI0KeHUs 0 IPUYHNHAX Hellpuesia >KeHEl.
Ho Tenepp HU OJHO IIPEAIIOJI0KEHHUEe He YCIIOKa-
uBaer ero... 1 yBepeHHOCTb PaKUTHHA, UTO Ke-
HAa He IIpUeieT CerofHs, ¥ ero pasroBOPEI 0 JDKU-
BOCTH JKEHIIIMH HEBOJBHHO IIPUIIOMHUHAIOTCI
HeBouny...

U Kakasi-TO MBICJIb CJIOBHO OBl BAPYT O3apuiia
rosioBy HeBosimHa. OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, BCe IIOHSI, U
y>Kac UCKa3uJI YepThl ero MepTBEHHOI0 JINILA.

— He Mmo>keT 6bITh. Takasi HOAJIOCTE!

HeBoyIMH THaJ OT cebs IIPpOYb BHE3AIIHYIO
MBICJIb, TOYHO YTO-TO y>KaCHOe U cTpalrHoe. Ho
OHa, HAIIpOTHUB, BCce 6osiee U GoJiee OBJIaJeBajia
uM. OH BCIIOMHUJI CJIOBA KeHEI 0 He3J0OpOBLe ee
II0 BeuepaM Ilepef oThe3oM ero us [lerep6ypra,
ee COBETHI IIOCKOpel yexaTh B llIBelIiaprto, ee
BHe3aIlHOe CMYyIleHHe, KOIja OH IlejioBajll ee B
rybbl, BCe 3TO IBJIAJIOCH B HOBOM, Ka3aJloCh, BCe
00'BSICHSIBIIEM oOcBemnleHHMH. M1 HeBOJMH C Ka-
KOI0-TO IIOPasuTeJbHOM SICHOCTBHI0 TaJLIIOIIMHA-
MU yBUJAJ IIepef, COO0K0 CBOX MaJIeHBbKYIO,
USMAIIHYI0 KeHY C BAYMYHBLEIMU aHIeJbCKUMU
rjasaMy, psagoM C MOJIOJBIM, PYMSHBIM Kpacas-
eM 6apoHOM JIaXTH, ero IpuUATeJeM U COCIY-



KUBIIEM.

“A OHa ellje Tak cyxa 6bl1a ¢ 6apoHOM. Haxo-
Iijia, YTO OH CaMOJIOBOJIbHBIM 60JIBaH... A 3TOT
6oJiBaH...”

U, mopa’xeHHBIN OTKPLITUEM, BHE3aIIHO OXBa-
YeHHBIM O0’KeCTOUYEHHOM O0O0HI0M pPeBHOCTH U
37100601, OH BZIpPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IIPUJIMUB CUJIB,
IIOPBIBUCTO IIOTHSJICH, IIPHCesI Ha KPOBaTH U, 3a-
IBIXasiCh, TPO3sd B IIPOCTPAHCTBO KOCTJISABOM PY-
KOM, IIOYTH UYTO KPUKHYJI:

— [Toptasa! 4 BeI3mopoBero U TorAa... ...

HeBosinH He MOr IIpogo/pKaTh. OH 3aKalllIsI-
cs1. KpoBb IT0Kasajiach M3 ropJa.

C yxacoM cTpaxa M TOCKH B PacCIIHPeHHBIX
IJ1a3aX CMOTpesI OH Ha CMOYEHHBIM KPOBBIO HO-
COBOM ITaTOK. HeBoIMH cpasy ociabesi, ¥ IoJIo-
Ba ero yIiajia Ha IIOAYIIKH.

[Ipo1LI0 HECKOIBKO CEKYH/]T 00MOPOKa.

HeBOJIMH OTKpBLI IJlada, U IIaHUYECKUH
CTpax IIpoIeJ — KPOBb OCTAHOBUJIACH. EMy [IBI-
LI1aJI0CE JIeTYe.

“BepHO, KaKOM-HUOyIb MaJIeHbKUU COCY[,
JIOIIHYJI”, — ogyMaJsl HeBoJIuH.

U Teliephb OH ellle ¢ 60JIbIIEN YBEPEeHHOCTHIO
oyMais, ¥ He 6e3 3JI0pajcTBa LyMaJsl, UTO HOBOE



JIEKapCTBO IMOMOXKeT. OH HauHeT IIOIIPaBJIATHCI
U y>Ke He OyJleT TaKUM [I0BEpPUYMBLIM My>KeM. He
IIOM/IeT BCTpevaTh I10e3/1a.

Ilepen MTHCTHHKTOM CaMOCOXPAaHEHUA U JKaK-
I0¥ >KU3HU OellleHbIN B3PBIB IIPOIIIeJI, K OCTPOTa
00H/IBl OCKOpPOJIEHHOIO YejioBeKa CMArvyasach.
drousM 6e3Ha/|e’KHO OO0JILHOTO HeBOJIbHO CTa-
paJici yBepHUTH ero B HeCIPaBeIJIMBOCTH IIOJO-
3peHus, 4TO OH 0OMaHyT U TaK HarjJao U 6ecco-
BeCcTHO. 1 — IJ1aBHOe — TeIlepb, KOIZla eMy XY-
JKe, BCTpeya C JKeHOM y)Ke He IIpe/iCTaBJIsAIaCh,
Kak BJII0OJIeHHOMY. OH >KZaJjl CUZEJIKY, KOTopas
CyMeeT XOUTH 3a HUM. Beib OH 60J1eH!

W HeBoJyuH gymait:

“OHa o6sg3aHa ObITH 0K0JIO. He cMeeT He IIpH-
exaTb K 00JIbHOMY MYXy. He cMmeeT! — HacTau-
Ban HeBosuH, mopbazpuBas cebs. — Jlead He
JokuBasg. OHa TpHU rofia Jiro0uia ¥ HU C KeM Jjake
He KOKeTHHYaJa... [IouTH Bcerja ObLIM BMECTE...
He Morsia 6Bl ImucaTh TakKuhe IIMCbMa U B TO JKe
BpeMsa oOMaHbIBaTb. OHa YeCcTHas >KeHIIMHA.
Bcerzma roBopmiia, 4To HoJr 06g3eiBaeT. M K ueMy
el sraTb? OHa Morsia 6Bl HallKUCaTh, UTO IIOJIHO-
6miia gpyroro. Begb oHU Iepef )KeHUTHO0M Taiu
IPYyT APYTY CJIOBO CKa3aTh, €CJIM KTO M3 HUX Pas-



JII06UT. U KaK OH C Hell 6BL7T OTKpOBeHeH. Kak f10-
BepuuB. Kak crapasicsa HUCIIOJIHUTHL MaJIeHIie ee
JKestaHus. Hudero He jkajies. PaboTal, Kak BOJI,
Ui Hee. CKOJIBKO TpaTHUJ/I Ha Hee! HarpacHO oH
B3BOJIHOBAJICA... F13-3a 3TOT0 U IIOIILIA KPOBb. Ha-
1o 6epeuncd. Ellle IATh AHeH, Jlesd IpueneT, U
OH y6eauTCsd, UTO IIOJ03peHHs HeJellbl... OHU
IIpU3paxy 60JbHOIO...”

U HeBoJIMH 6€CIIOKOMHO I10/IyMaJl, YTO HOBOE
JIEKapCTBO ellle He IpuHecad. IlIBapIiy ckasaja,
YTO Yepes YeTBePTh vaca IIPHUHEeCYT.

— CBuUHBH! — BHEe3alIHO pasApakasichb, IIPO-
mrerrrasl HeBoJIMH, B3IVIIHYB HA Yackl, U I103BO-
HHIJL

[Iporia MUHYTA.

EMy Kasasoch, 4TO ero Bce 3a6bty. HapouHo
HHUKTO He HJIeT. A Belb, Ka’KeTCs, XOPOIIIO ILIa-
TUT bepre.

HeBoJiH CHOBa 3BOHHIL

bepra, TOJILKO UTO OTOpPBaBIIAsACA OT YOOPKH
cocefHeM KOMHATHI, TOPOIIMBO BOIIIA W, IIPH-
BeTJIMBO YJBIOAsACh IIPU BXOJe K YKHUJIBILY, CIIPO-
CHJIa:

— Yro yrogHo?..

— JlekapcTBO! —  pasgpa’keHHO  CIIPOCHJI



HeBoJIMH U 3JIBIMU IJIa3aMU CMOTpPEJI Ha MOJIO-
IVI0, PYMSIHYI0O U CHJIbHYI0 TOPHHUYHYIO C BCIIO-
TEBIIIUM 03a604€HHBIM JIUIOM.

— Ceytuac moumy.

— He MO1/IM CXOAUTE... ITO YUTO XKe?..

— Ho, monsieur, 1 He BUHOBaTa. AlTeKaphb
CKasaJl, YTO JIEKapCTBO MOXKeT OBITH TOTOBO Ue-
pes gBanIaTh MUHYT... A IBaAIIaTH He IIPOIILIO...

— 3T0 6eccoBeCTHO CO CTOPOHBI alTeKaps...
He mpaBpa su?.. IIpomry Bac, CUI0 MUHYTY HUIU-
Te... TOJIBKO IToffaiTe IIaToK... O, rocrrogu!..

W HeBouimH cepauiicd Ha bepTy M 3a TO, UTO
OHAa 37J0pOBa, W 3a TO, UTO OHAa, Ka3aJoCh, Oes-
y4yacTHa K HeMy U yJblbaeTcsd, KaK U TOCIIOXKa
[IBap1y, JIHUIIEMEPHO.

“U BOOOIIIe 110U OOJIBIIHME 3TOMCTHI U yMa-
I0T TOJILKO O cebe. OH He TaKOM 3TOUCT! — C Ha-
UBHOM YBEpPeHHOCTBI IoayMan HeBoJMH u
BCIIOMHIJI, KaK OH 3a60TuiIcs o Jlese, Kak CUZ e
I1eJIyI0 HOYb, KOTZa OHA 3aXBopaJia.

0O603/1eHHBIH, OH y>Ke MBICJIEHHO yIIpeKaJl Te-
Ieph >KeHy U CJI0BHO 3a0bLI, YTO OHA “30J10TO€
cepAle” U KaK yXa’kyuBasia 3a HHUM, KOIZa OH 3a-
6oJtesI.

W BHe3aIIHO IIPOTOBOPHUIL:



— 3JT0 moJIo!

EMy XoTesoCch IUIaKaThb M OT OOHZABI, U OT
HeTepIleHus IOIIPAaBUTHCSI, U OT HOBOIO 3JI0I0
4yBCTBa K JKEHIIMHe, KOTOPYI0 TaK OCOOEHHO
CHJIBHO JIIOOMJI, KaK 3TO Ka3aJIoCh.

UYepes HeCKOJIBLKO MUHYT bepTa, 00/IMBaBIIIa-
dcs II0TOM, IpHHec/Ja JIeKapCTBO M CKasaJla,
yJIbI6asACh JOOPBIMU KPYTJIBIMU IJIa3aMU:

— Besxasia... Tellepb IIpUMHTe, U BaM OyZeT
Jyuite!

OH 1o6Jiarosapuil bepTy U 3arCKUBAIOILIE I10-
IIPOCHJI CKOpeU pasBeCcTH OJUH IIOPOIIOK B PIOM-
Ke ¢ BogoM. OH HeTepIIeJIMBO CMOTpPeJI, KaK OHa
9TO Jestajia. OUH BHUJ, HOBOTO JIEKapCTBA CJIOBHO
Obl TUIIHOTH3UPOBaJ €ro W BHYIIaJ YBepeH-
HOCTB, YTO IIOPOIIIOK IIOMOJKET.

M KakK TOJIBKO OH BBIIIMJI 10 IIOCJIeHeHN Kall-
JIH TIOJIPIOMKH, eMy CTaJsIoO cpasy Jierde. Mokpora
He Aymuia. JpmaTs 66110 cBo60gHee. CBUCT U3
IPYLH He BBLIETal.

— O, 6rarogapro Bac, bepra! Uaure... MHe HU-
4ero He HY>KHO!

Bepra y1ia, CKpbIBas 110, 0OBIYHOM IIPUBET-
JIMBOM YJIBIOKOM »KaJIOCTh K 9TOMY HeC4aCTHOMY
YMHUpPAIIeMy TOCIIOJUHY.



HeBousmH cMaryuiics. bepra yke He Kasajachk
TaKoM 6e3ydacTHON K HeMmy. 1 Jless, pasymeer-
Cs1, He TaK BUHOBATa, U OH HAIIPaCcHO ee II0/[03pe-
BaeT. Yepes IIATh JHeUN OHa IIpHUeieT U OyAeT CHU-
IeTb 6e30TIyYHO IIPU HEM.

“O, Telephb s IOIPABJICH!” — YBEPEHHO II0-
IyMasl HeBoJIuH.

Y, 3akphIBas Ij1a3a, 0XBaueHHBIN pPalOCTHBIM
YyBCTBOM KaKOMH-TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO CYaCTJIU-
BOM COHHOM TIpesbl, 3aCHYJI, IIHMPOKO PaCKPHIB
poT.

COHHBIM IIOPOIIIOK II0[eHICTBOBAJI OBICTPO.



IX

3BeCTHe XO034UKH 0 TOM, 4TO HeBoJIMHY, II0

CJIOBAM Bpava, He IIPOTIHYTHL U HeeJad, U
4TO JKeHa IIpHUcjIasa TeJlerpaMMy O HOBOM OT-
CpOYKe, BBI3BaJI0 B PakuTHHe OBICTpOe pellle-
HUe: BBI3BaTh JKeHYy K YMUPAKIEMY MYXY.

IIycTh XOTH YMpeT BepYIOILIMM B Hee “BIIHO0-
JIEHHBLIM TypaKoM”!

PakuTUH >Xajesa “aypaka” U o6mKaicd 3a
Hero, Kak My>KuUrHa, KOTOPbIN He Jajics ObI B Ta-
KoM obmaH. ’)KeHa HeBosimHa Bo3Mylljasia Paku-
THHAa. Ho B TO >XKe BpeMs eMy X0TeJIOCh II03HAKO-
MUTBCA IIPH UCKIUYUTEIBHBIX YCI0OBULX C 3TOHR
XOPOILIEHbKOM, “IIpobieMaTHYeCcKOU OapbIHb-
KOI1”, KaK IIOCIIeITHO y>Ke 3apucoBajI ee PakKUTHH
B CBOEM IIpe/iCTaBJIeHUH.

OH M3yuuT “UHTepecHBIN TUII”. HerapoM OH
OBICTPO OTrafblBaeT J>KEHINWH U [0 CHUX II0p
II0JIB3YeTCs YCIIEXOM Y HUX. A Tellephb CepAlLie ero
KCTaTH 6BLI0 CBOOOTHO.

PakuTH IIOMHUJI ajgpec. HeBosIMH He pas o
HeM TOBOPWJ PakUTHHY, KOTZa IIpUIJIAINA]I ero
HaBeCTUTH UX 3UMOM.

H, noxrmiicaB “cpouHass’, PAKUTHH COCTaBUJI



CJIeAYIOIIYI0 TeJlerpaMMYy:

“Ec/id XOTHTe 3aCTaTh My>Ka B JKUBBIX U 00-
JIETYUTH IIOCJIeJHUEe er0 MUHYTHI, HeMeJJIeHHO
Bble3KauTe. Co06JIaTOBOJIMNTE CPOYHO Teserpadu-
poBaTh 60JILHOMY O BhIe3ze”.

“Heb0Cb, IIPUKATUT IIOC/Ie TAaKOM TeJlerpaMm-
MBI, ¥ 6e/lHATa JOXKAeTCd HaKOHeIl CBOI0 MaJlOH-
HY!” — MBICJIEHHO IIPOTOBOPHJI PaKUTHH U BEI-
IIeJI.

C TeserpadHOM CTaHIIUM PaKUTHH YIIIeJI JI0-
BOJIbHBIH. [TocegHue THU 0KOJI0 6eHATH HeBo-
JMHa OyzeT jgro6uMasd sKeHa. U, pasymeeTcs, He
XO0TeJI OBl cebe CO3HAThLCS, UTO OUEHb AOBOJIEH
CBOMM [JOOPBIM [[eJIOM U IIOTOMY, UTO YBUAUT 3TY
BO3MYILIAIOIIYI0 €ero 6Oeccep/leuHyl0 >KeHIIUHY,
OyZleT 4acTo C Hel0 BMeCTe B KOMHaTe yMHUPAI0-
I1IeTO U IIPOBOKaTh Ha IIPOTYJIKaX.

JTa mporpaMMa y»ke Iipoberasia B roJjioBe Pa-
KHATHHA, KOI7la OH BO3Bpalllaj/ici B IIQHCHUOH,
B3IJIS/(bIBast Ha IIPOXOAIINX MOJIO/BIX JKeHIIIUH
C JIFOOOIIBITCTBOM.

YV pellleTKH caja IIaHCHOHA PaKWTHHa OCTa-
HOBHJI MOJIOZOM KpacaBell aHIJIMYaHUH B CBeT-
JIor ¢QJulaHesIM U, IIPUIIOJHUMAas ¢eTp, 0OMOTaH-
HBIU KUceel, JI00e3HO CIIPOCHII:



— Kak 310poBbe Ballrero co0TeuecCTBEHHUKA?

— II;1oxX! — ¢ yMBIIIJIEHHON Pe3KOCThH OTBe-
THUJI PaKUTHUH.

— 0-0-0! Ho, HazerocCs, elrje IIpoTsIHeT?

— Ilath gHer He IIPOXKUBET! — PE3KO M Ha-
CMEIILJIMBO OTBETHJI PAKUTHH.

MoJ1o10M UesIoBeK, Ka3aja0Ch, HE CUMTAI HYXK-
HBIM 3aMeTUTh Pes3KUM U IBHO HaCMeIUIUBBLIN
TOH PakuTHHA.

OH cHOBa 3HAUUTEJILHO IIPOTIHYJI CBOE: “0-0-
0!” M C CIOOKOMHOM M BeKJHBOM HaCTOMYHBO-
CTBI0 IpHUOaBUII:

— H3BuHUTe, 4TO 3afep:xuBar. I[1o3BosbTe
OJJUH BOIIPOC?

— ITo3BoJIs10.

— JXeHa Ba1ero 6efHOTO Apyra npuegeT?

PaxuTrHa B30pBaJIo.

OH B YyIIOp B3IJIIHYJ B CBETJIbIE, JOOPOIYILI-
HO-CIIOKOMHBIE IJIa3a aHIJIMYaHMHA.

“JKas yBepeHHas MO0JIOJAst CKOTHMHA!” — II0-
IyMal PakUTHUH U C Oep3KOM HaCMEIIKOM CKa-
3aJI:

— He npueper!

— 0-0-0!

— BrI mapu rpourpaerte!



— biaromapro Bac. O4eHb >Kajlb! — HEBO3MY-
THUMO BeJKJIMBO IIPOMOJIBUJI MOJIOZOU YesI0BeK.

U, npunogHaB ¢peTp, BhIIIE] Ha YIUILY, I10-BU-
IUMOMY, HECKOJIbKO HeJOyMeBaKIIWM TaKou
PEe3KOCTH PYCCKOTO IIHMcaTeIs.

A PakuTuH, 00paZjoBaHHBIM, UYTO 060PBAJI BEI-
COKOMEPHOT0 aHIJIMYaHWHAE, TOPOIUIMBO HaIlpa-
BUJICA B IIaHCUOH.

B xopuzmope oH BCcTpeTwa bepTy.

— BoJIbHOM BCe ellle CIIUT?

— ToJIbKO UTO IPOCHYJICH.

— B mocrenu?

— IIpHUIIOHATELCSA XOTEJI X He MOT...

— Cupesiky elile HeT?

— Her...

— 0O, ceyuac Ipumer.. cendac IpuzgeT! —
IPOroBOpMJIa OTKYZA-TO IIOSIBUBIIIASICA XO3SIM-
Ka. — S y>K 6bL1a Y OAHOM 0C00BI... HO TOJIBKO 710-
poro cupaiiuBaer... lecaTb GpaHKOB B CYTKHU Ha
BCEM I'OTOBOM... ITO OYZIeT CTOUTH IATH GPaHKOB
y MeHsd... Camagd felneBas IeHa... YITOIHO I1epero-
BOPUTH C 0COO0M?.. BepHO, U IIpeAynpenuTre 6e-
Horo HeBosimHa?

PakuTHUH He CIIOPUJI O I1eHe, X0TS U IIOHUMaJI,
4TO XO0351MKa [leslaeT CBOU relredT. /la U HeJIOB-



KO, Ka3aJI0Ch eMy, ObLJIO TOPTOBAThCH.

“Hy u 4yepT ¢ TOOGOM!” — MBICJIEHHO IIPOMOJI-
BUJI PakuUTHUH U, y/IbI6asACh JIyKaBBIMHU CBOMMU
rjlasaMy, CKasajl:

— Haperoch TOIBKO, YTO Ballla ocoba He HaBe-
IeT Ha 60JIbHOTO YHBIHUA?

— IIpocture... 1 He coBceM IIOHUMAIK... UeM
MOJKeT HaBeCTH YVHBIHHUE CUJe/IKa, KOTOPYIO 5 pe-
KOMeH[yI0? — He 6e3 TOCTOMHCTBA IIPOroBOpUIa
rocroska IIIBapiy ¥ IPUTOTOBUIACh OOUAETHCA B
KadecTBe “c1ab0M KeHIITUHEI”.

— PasBe He IIOHHMaeTe, MuHJIasg TIOCIIOXKa
[ITBap1y, 4eM CceCTPLI MUJIOCEPAUS YOPYUAIOT?..

PaxuTHH paccMesicd U IIPOJ0JDKaI:

— /la CBOMM TOpP>KeCTBEHHO-YYaCT/IUBLIM BU-
IOM, TOYHO XOYeT CKasaTh: MHe JKajJlb YMHUPAIO-
mero. M — 4to, mo)KajlyH, elle Xyke — 06J1a-
ZlaeT TaKOM Hapy>KHOCTBI0, UTO OOJIBLHOU OyneT
BOJIHOBATHCA OT pasApaskeHusd.

O, oHa moHsana. OHa U He MoOIJIa IIOAyMaTh,
YTO TaKOM 3HAMEHUTHIN IIHUcaTeJb MOT CUUTATh
rocroxy IlIBapry coBceMm riyroi. OHa, ciaBa 60-
I'y, IOHUMaeT, KaK Ba>KHO /11 60JIbHOTO BUJIETh
OKOJIO cebs yCIIOKauBarollee, IIPUIATHOE JIHUIIO.
9TO BayKHO He TOJILKO /11 60JIbHBIX, HO — OCMe-



JIUTCA BBIPA3UTh CBOE€ MHeHHE — U IS 3[[0pPO-
BBIX. 11 OHa He [ep>XUT B CBOeM IIaHCHUOHE YPO-
IOB-TOPHUYHBIX.

— JTO MoOe IIpaBUIo! — He 6e3 TOPAOCTU IIPU-
6aBUiIa X034MKa.

— HepypHoe mpasBuiio, rocroka IlIBapr. Ho
CHesIKa?..

— BybTe CIIOKOMHBI 3a BallleTo CooTeye-
CTBEHHUKA... [IocirefHUe ero JHU He OyAyT oMpa-
4deHBl... Oco6a 0OYeHb MMJIasd >KEHIWHA... JIUIO0
caMoe pacriojarawiilee U BHYIIAIOIEe [I0Be-
pue... IIpaBra, oHa He IIepBOM MOJIOLOCTH, e 3a
TPUALIATh, HO MOJIOXKaBas, CHJIbHasg U CHUMIIA-
TUYHON HapY’KHOCTH, BIIOJIHEe MIPWJINYHAA [a-
Ma... Kak pas jyuiiuii Bo3pacT i1 CBOeU TsKe-
JIOM 00s1I3aHHOCTH... Bellb IJII TSOKKOTO 00JIBHOTO
U He HYy)XHa MOJIOZasl CHUpeJka... ToJbK0o Morja
ObI CTECHUTD... HE IIpaBza Jinu?

PakuTUH, KOHEUHO, COTJIaCUJICS.

— O, 6enHbIM HeBOJIMH Oy/eT OBOJIEH CBOEU
cupenkor. OHa JIIOOUT CBOE J1eJI0 MUJIOCEPIUA...
IIOHMMaeT, 4TO OOJIbHbIe KalpU3HBI U paszpa-
JKUTeJbHBI, U HU JUIIOM, HU MaHepaMU, HU pas-
TOBOPOM He pasfpa’kuT, a, HAalIpOTUB, YCIIOKOUT
60JILHOTO...



U x0341iKa 3HaYUTeJIbHO IprubaBuia:

— 51 ToXe Haburogasa O60JbHBIX... [IpUXOIH-
Jock!.. Tak s 6yy >KIaTh Balllero IIpUKa3aHUs. ..

U, mr06e3HO MMOKJIOHUBIIIUCH, X0351MKa BeJIU-
YeCTBEHHO HaIlpaBWIach B OJHY M3 KOMHAT,
CJlerka IIOBWIMBAsg CBOMMMU ILIMPOKUMHU Oefpa-
MH.

Korma PakuTuH BoIlles B KOMHaTy HeBoJInHa,
IPOIUTAHHYI 3allaXOM JIEKapCTB, U YBUIe]
HEIIOABIKHYI0 UEPHYI0 TOJIOBY, 3€MJIUCTO-0JIe]I-
HOe JIMIIO U JIEKaBIYIO Ha Oflesiyle JIMHHYIO UC-
XyLaayio PyKy, PAKUTUH TOYHO YBUJEJ IIOKOM-
HUKA.

OH HEeBOJILHO IIOMOPIIWJICI, BAPYT CTal Ce-
preseH U, TUXO0 IMOAXO0Ad K KPpOBaTH, KaK-TO Che-
JKHUJICS, OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY U OyATO CTaJl MeHBbIIe
poCTOM, CJIOBHO CTapasiCh CKPHITHL Iepen HeBo-
JIMHBIM, KaK OH BBICOK, IJIOTEH, KPEIlOK U IiBe-
TYILII.

U, cmsAryas cBOM KPUKJIMBBIN T0JI0C, TUXO, 6e3
OOBIYHOM ITOA6ALPUBAIOIIEN BeCeJ0CTH, JIaCKO-
BO IIPOTOBOPHUII:

— Hy, xax niesa, Basepuit Hukosnauu?

OCTOpO>XHO, Tasg 6pesrJIuBoOe YyBCTBO, ClIeTKa
moskas pykKy HeBoJsiMHa U IIpucesI Ha CTYJI OKOJIO



KpOBaTH.

— Cnacub0, 4TO HaBeCTHIH, Bacuiuii AHpe-
u4! — 06pasioBaHHO O0TBeTHI HeBoIMH. — BepH3
IIPOIIKCaJl HOBOE JIEKAapCTBO, U 1 YyBCTBYIO ce6s
ropasgo Jydie... ToJbKO c1aboCcThb... 3aBTpa
BCTaHy...

Y, BHe3aIHo I10Ka3blBasi pasjipakeHue boJree,
4eM ero 6bL10, IIPUOaBUIL:

— A 3Ta CBUHBS-X0349UKa... BOo6pasure, Bacu-
JIMA AHZpeny.

— A uT0?

— IIpepiiarana exatb B IleTepOypr... TouHO
COBITH MeHs X04eT... ByITO 1 MOTy YMepeTh B ee
naHcroHe. Ho g emfe He co6uparch, KakeTcd,
yMepeTb. KaTap — He Tyb6epKysie3. BepHs He
BpeT! /la 1 caM 3HaI! — BBI3BIBAIOIIle U BO30OYK-
IleHHO roBopuyI HeBOJIMH.

— Xo3gMKa U He IyMaeT.

— 3aueM ke IIpejyiaraja exaTh B [leTepOypr?

— BBl TosiyunIu TesierpaMMy... X03sMKa, Bep-
HO, IlogyMasa, yro EjieHa AJjieKcaHApOBHaA He
MOJKeT CKOpo IpuexaTb. Hy u Imogymasa: BB K
HeW ImoeeTe.

— PasBe... Ho 3aueM 4 1oefy?.. 3TO IJYIIO...
JlefiCTBUTE/JILHO, BBl IIpeAyrajaan Buepa, Bacu-



auid AHppend... CerogHs sKeHa He IIpUefieT...
HeB03MO0>XHO 6b110... CaMa IIPUXBOPHYJIA... HU-
4yero 0cobeHHOro, — couuHsI HeBosimH. — Ho
yepes IIATh AHEM MO’KHO BbleXaTh... HellpeMeH-
HO IIpHegeT!

— A OBITH MOJKeT, U paHblile BrlefieT. M MHe
KayKeTCsl, YTO Tak U OyzeT. [IpUXBOpHYJIA... UCITY-
rajach ¥ J06pOCOBeCTHO IIpeAyIIpena... A YBU-
IOUT, YTO IIYCTSIKH, U IIPUKATHUT...

— Bl 1ipepriosiaraere?..

— VBepeH. JKeHIITUHBI MHUTEJ/IbHEL...

— Jla... fa... Jlesst MHUTeJIbHA, — 00paj0BaH-
HO IIPOroBOpXI HeBOJIHMH.

OH noMoJyaJj ¥ Bo30y»KIeHHO IIpHrOaBuIL:

— W sHaeTte yTO?..

— Yro?

— Sl pap, 4TO BEI yBUAUTE JKEHY...

— Haperoch, Ha THAX.

— U Torpa... Bel Majio HabJII0[aI XOpOIIUX
JKEeHIIIVH...

— BepHoO, Jierye OIMCHIBATH OTPHUIATE/IbHEIE,
yeM II0JIOJKUTeIbHEIe TUIIHL.

— A TI03HAKOMHUTECH C KEHOH... U OIIUIIIeTe
II0JIOKUTEeJbHBIN THIl... HelmpeMeHHo... He ny-
ManTe, 4YTO TOBOPHUT OCJEIIEHHBIA IJIYIIBbIN



MyXK... CerogHs U g IOAJI0 YCOMHHJICA B HeH, U
3HaeTe I104YeMy?

— Ilouemy?

— Hamwto ompaueHwue... Bo MHe KakoOM-TO
3JI01 3Beph 3arOBOPHJI, ¥ MHe I10Ka3aoCh, UTO
Jlesid MeHsI OOMaHBIBaeT...

— IIpocTo ra/urroIHaIUU 60JILHOTO. ..

— PasymMmeeTcd... Ta/UIIOIMHAIAU... PasBe 4
HMeI0 OCHOBaHMe He BepUTh... BeicayianTe, Ba-
CUJINM AHIIpend, W BBl IIOMMeTe, UTO He UMER
HUKaKHUX OCHOBaHUU. Hu maseUux!

HeBOJIMH TIPOTOBOPHJI 3THU CJI0BA B3BOJIHO-
BaHHO, C IIOPBIBUCTBIM, CTPAaCTHBIM U TOCKJIU-
BBIM BO30Yy)X[eHHeM TPYCJAUBOTIO YeJIOBeKa, B
KOTOPOM ellle TJeJ0 IHofgospeHue. OH >KeJjiaJl,
YTOORI €ro He OBLJI0 U He MOIJIO OBITh, X1 UTOOBI
PakuTHUH, IHcaTesb, CKEIITUK U IIUHUK, CMesCh
pacckasbIBaBINMM, YTO TAaBHO Pas3OIlIesCa C JKe-
HOHU 19 00II[eT0 MX YI0BOJIbCTBUS, U, IIO-BUIU-
MOMY, OOJIBIIION yXaKUBaTesb, — YOeIUJICs, UTO
OH He OOMAaHYTBIM MYXK, U, IJIaBHOe, y6equI B
9TOM TOT0, KOTOPHIN TaK TOpsS4u0, Ka3ajloCh, TOBO-
PHJI O TOM, UTO HeT HUKAKHUX OCHOBaHUH! /IS TI0-
CTBITHOTI'O II0/I03PEeHMS.

Torma oH He 6yJeT HallpaCHO BOJIHOBAaThCS B



O0KUIAaHUU IIpHesna... Mian... 10 KpallHell Mepe,
IIPOBEPHUT CJI0BAMHU PaKHUTHHA CBOU I10J03PEHUA.

U, Tas mpo cebs JIyKaBCTBO, C 0COOeHHOM JIac-
KOBOCTBIO IIPOCHIL:

— He oTkaxuTe B IIpoCbOe CKy4YaroIljero
6osibHOrO, Bacuiuii AHapend! MHe Tak X04eTcs
IIOTOBOPUTH O >KeHe MMEHHO C BaMU. BBl Takou
YMHBIN YesioBeK. Tak MHOTO BUEeJIM, UCIIBITaIHU,
Haburoganu... UTo Ui TakKoro, KakK s, OOBIKHO-
BEHHOIO Cpe/iHero 4ejioBeKa MHOIO€, OBITH MO-
5KeT, TEMHO... [JI1 BaC — SICHO...

“UImb gykaBUT! IIpo3pes HaKOHeIl. YCOMHII-
€ B CBOeU XOPOIIIeHbKOM MaJ0HHEe U UIIEeT IKC-
nepra. Tak s1 ¥ 0TpaBJIIO IIOC/IeJHUeE eT0o THU!” —
C YyBCTBOM HeroJ0BaHUA I1ogyMasl PaKUTHUH.

Y, sabpiBasg, UTO OH coOMpaeTcd Ha IJla3ax
YMHUpAIIIEro Myska “H3ydaTh IIpobJieMaTHye-
CKYy10 6apbIHbKY”, PAKUTHH Jja>ke IIOYYBCTBOBAJI
YIOBJIETBOPEHHOCTEL IIOPAJOYHOIO UeJsIOBeKa.
Benyn, 6y1aromapst eMy, HeBOJIMH yMpeT Ha pyKax
JIIOOMMOM >KeHbI BepYIOIIM, YTO OHA JIF0OUT.

— TosIBKO MHOIO TIOBOPHUTH, IIOXKaIyH, U
BpenHo... A, Basiepuit Hukosanu?.. Toro u sy,
elre B3BOJIHyeTeCh... A BaM HaJl0 CKOpeH II0IIpa-
BUTHCA... A TO )KeHa IIpHeJieT, a BhI BajiieTeCh, —



IIpOroBOpMJI PaKUTHH.

— MHe He BpeIHO TOBOPHUTL... EH-60ry, He
BpenHO... BepH3 no3BosizeT. OH U KYPUTEH I103BO-
JseT... 1 eCcTh Bce IO3BOJIMII... 1 1 YYBCTBYIO Ce-
6 OTJIMYHO... 1 0T4Yero BoJIHOBAThHCA... I BaMm
Hekorga?.. Ilucate xoTure?.. MM HaZoeso Cco
MHOH CUIETh?..

— IlucaTts eire ycmer... M HUYYTHL He HaJO-
eJI0... 5 C yZOBOJILCTBUEM IIOC/IYIIIAX0 BacC, TOJIb-
KO CMOTpPHTe, yCTaHeTe... OTAbIXauTe!.. — cKasaJl
PaxkutuH.

“Befb Telepb eMy Bce MOXKHO! ITyCcTh paccka-
3bIBaeT!” — moayMaJl PAaKUTHH U CTa/l CMOTPeTh
B OJlecTAllMe, OKUBUBIIIMeCS I1a3a HeBosHa.

W HeBoJIivH HayvaJI:

— Ja... 51 4JejioBeK M IIOPSALOYHEBIN.. W Tak
II0[I0 3aII0L03pUTh. U Koro?.. BEl YBUAUTE CKO-
PO KeHy, Bacuiuii AHpend... 3HaeTe Jid, HEJIOB-
KO XBaJIUTH >KeHy!. Ho y MeHs HeT IIpuJjara-
TeJBbHBIX CJIOB... I TaK CYaCT/JIUB... TpH rofa HUA
TeHU obJiauka... 1 He WUIIO3UU... cefiyac y3Hae-
Te... U BApyT 66110 Io103peHue. I10105KUM, OHO
MTHOBeHUe... BBl cKasaJId: rauIroliuHaIuu. Xo-
poitro. Ho Begb 1 MIHOBEHHE... JK€CTOKOCTE. BEI
nucaresb, cepAreBes... PasBe BO3SMOXKHO IIOPS-



LOYHOM IIPaBAUBOM >KeHIWMHe IIMCaTh He)XHbIe
IIMCbMa U... 0OMaHbIBaTh?

“KoHe4YHO, BO3MOKHO... MIJIX THI Ja)ke He CJIbI-
XaJ1”’, — ImogymaJsl PakuTHUH.

Y yBepeHHO IIPpOTOBOPII:

— Pasymeercs, HeBO3MOJKHO.

— U ri1aBHOe, KOIZla MOXKHO U He OOMaHBI-
BaTb... Belb BBl He IIOCTYIIMTE TaK C JIIOOAIeH
Bac KeHIITUHOM...

“OfHaKO0 IO0IIPOC?” — IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO B T0OJIO-
Be PakuTuHa.

H, cMmesacs, IpOMOJIBIII:

— BepHee: He 1noctynas, Basepuii Hukosa-
ud... [la Tak U ayutite! HeT ocioKHeHUi!

— MMeHHO ayuliie... U )KeHa TaKOM 4eJsIOBeK,
KOTOPBIM HUKOIZIA He JDKeT... 3HaeTe Jiv, Bacu-
JIMM AHIpend, BeAb MeHs CyAbba B3bICKasa... 1
s 4acCTo CIIpallluBajI: 3a 4yTo? Jlessd IIpesiecTHA,
YMHa, TaJaHTJIuBaA... 1 Kakol roJoc!.. S BcTpe-
TUWICA C Hel0 B CuMdeporosie. OHa >KUJIa C BIO-
BOHM-MaTepblo. Ha MajleHBbKYH IIEHCHI0 JKUJIH...
[Ipexxze g ¥ yxakKuBaJsl U BiIr0OJsIcd... Ho B Jle-
JII0 51 BJIIOOMJICS OCOGEHHO... 10 CyMacIlleCTBU,
cpasy... fa... I TOUHO Halllesg Ty CcaMylo, eISUH-
CTBEHHYI0O Ha CBeTe, 0 KOTOPOM MeuyTasl eIlle B



yHHuBepcureTe... Hy 4TO 7K, 1 He CKpLIBaro! — 3a-
CTeHYUBO IIprubaBuI HeBOJIHH.

— /la ¥ 4TO CKpBIBATh... BBl CUACT/IMBLINA Ue-
JI0OBeK, Baysepuit Hukosauy.

— Eme O6b1l.. Y uepes aBa Mecdla Chesaj
IpejioXkeHue... He ucmyrascs, 4T0 TOJIbKO IT0JI-
TOPBI THICAYU >KaJIOBaHbs /la ThICA4Ya OT MaTe-
pH...

— U EyeHa AjleKCaHIPOBHA celyac ke COIJia-
CHJIaCh?..

— Jlesi1 choep’KaHHasA, Cepbe3HOr0 XapakTe-
pa... uepes HeJieJII0 [jajia corjacue.

“OHa 1IUIa 3aMy>X He II0 JIF0OBHU!..” — perua
PakuTuH.

A HeBosiMH B030y’K/leHHee U TOPOILIMBEEe TO-
BOPUIL:

— U1 yeMm 6oJiee MeHs y3HaBaJla, YeM CUJIbHee
4yBCTBOBaJIa, KakK s ee Jr06JI10, TeM 6oJjiee IIpU-
BsI3bIBaJIaCh KO MHe... ['OBOpPST: OJUH JIHOOUT,
IPYIrOH I103BOJISAET JIFOOUTE... MOXKeT OBITh. 51 60-
TOTBOPUJI ee, U OHA I103BOJIANIA... OOBIKHOBEHHO
JKeHBI He >KaJIel0T My’)Kel, a OHa »KaJjesa. OcrTa-
HaBJIMBaJIa, KOIZa JAapHI KOJIBIIA, IIOKYIIaJI ILJIa-
Th4... “Tbl TOUHO HIHYUIIIHCA KaK C KYKJI0H — He
Haxo!” 1 ee Myumiio, 4TO s JeHb CHUEeJI B MUHU-



CTepCTBe U II0 BeyepaM UHOTIJa YaCTHYI paboTy
OpaJi... V Hee GBI CBOU B3IJISJBL... TUXas, CHEP-
’KaHHasg, C XapaKTepoM... iocTaja cebe IlepeBo-
IBL... ¥, TOJIYOYIIIKa, 110 IIeJIbIM yTpaM IIPOCHIKU-
BaJa... a II0 BeuepaMm uuTasa... I BceM HMHTepe-
CyeTcsd... >KU3HbI, JIUTepaTypoil... 1 MeHd 3a-
CTaBJIAJIa YHUTATh... “He Bce ke AyMaTh 0 CBOEM
6siaroriosiyguu!” — A MHe, IIPU3HATHCA, U HEKO-
raa 6ewi0. Hazmo o 6Guiaroriosiyuvyi 3a60TUTHCA...
Korma /ir00UIIb >KeHy U JIIOOUIIIL CBOE THE3J0, 0
HHUX HEBOJIbHO AyMmaelllb. [Ios0KuM, MHOroe y
HaC CKBEPHO... TAaK TOBOPU He TOBOPH, a BCe PaB-
HO HHAYEro He cesaelb... /la ¥ y>K He TaK CKBep-
HO IJI9 HaC, UHTEJUIMTEHTHBIX JIroel. 11 Hako-
Hell I ayMar, 4To Hjeasl 4yejoBeKa — JIMYHOE
CYaCThbe... BBl BOT IIMCATEJIH... TOPAYUTECE... BOJI-
HyeTech. A s, 3HaeTe JIM, He IIOHUMAI0, K YeMy
TaK BOJIHOBATHCH...

— BoT BEI BOoJIHyeTech Telepb, Basepuii Hu-
KoJjiau4... OTIOXHUTE.

— O, HeT... 1 He yCTas... Y MeHs BBIHOCJIHUBAsA
HaTypa... [0 BeCHBI He 3HAJI 00JIe3HU... U BECHOU
npocrynuiacd... BocrasieHue jerkux... M Kak xe
Jlesns yxakuBasal.. JIOKTOp OZWH MOJIOLOM [IBa
pasa B ieHb XOAWJI... BeIxakuBaju... 6emgHas Jle-



JIs1, Kak ycrazna... U Hukyza... He oTXomuia oT Me-
Hd... H... 1 CMeJI IIOAYyMaTh!? — BAPYT pasgpakKu-
TeJIbHO IIpu6aBuil HeBoJIMH.

PakuTHH MATKO IIPOCUJI €T0 OTLOXHYTh...

— Her... HUYero... IPOKJIATEINA KaTap... M Me-
HJ Bpauyu OTHpaBWIU... A Jlejle Helb3s OBLIO
eXaTh... CO MHOU... XoTeJa... Ho 4... {... He TI03BO-
auin... K gyeMy... TpeBOXKUTL... U el XOTeJoch
OKOHUYHUTHL paboTy U IpuexaThb... Cobupasiachk B
HavaJie aBrycra... Ho, BBl 3HaeTe, cliepBa MaThb
XBoOpaJja... pabora 3ajepskana.. U g CKpbIBa,
YTO CHJILHO IIOXyZes... TaK BBl IIOHAIU... IIOHI-
JIM, YTO HU MaJIeHIllel TeHH OCHOBaHUM... U 1o
COBeCTH CKa)KUTe Ballle MHeHUe... He 60MTeCk...
Sl He mcoyrarwch, ecjid BbI, KaK CKEIITHK, MOIJIH
OBI IIPeAIIoJIOKUTE: OCTasach OgHA... My 00JIb-
HOUM OBLI IIOC/IefHEe BpeMd... pasgpaKUTeJIb-
HBIN... B0O30y)XJas Opes3rJiMBOCTH H... BJIHOOU-
JIack...

U, He maBasg Bo3pa’kaTb PaKUTHUHY, IIOUTHU CO
3710601 IIPOI0JKAJL:

— Benbs BB 3TO B Aylle Iiosiaraere?.. Benb
9T0?.. He mpaBza jin?.. A MHe, KaK 60JIbHOMY, XO-
TUTe TOJIbKO OTBECTH IJiasa... 11 pasBe 3T0O HEBOS-
MO’KHO?.. PasBe fmake TaKOM UyIHBLIN 4YesIOBeK,



KaK ’KeHa, He MO)KeT MCKaTh cuacTbd?.. He mme-
eT IIpaBa HaCJaKIaThCA KU3HBI0?.. Cep/lie pas-
Be He BOJIBHO pasr00UTh?.. A BOT BO3bMET U CO-
BCeM He IIpuefieT!.. A BBl — CKeIITHK U OpaK CUU-
TaeTe HeJIeIIOCThbIO, a CO MHOIO BuIdeTe... Tak 4
Belb He yMUparIuil, Bacuiud AHnpend. U He
TaKOoH Jypak, Kak BhI gyMaeTte!.. He mypak!

PakuTuH CMyTHJICA Ha CEKYHIY U OTBeJ
B3IJIAZ, OT JIMXOPaZ04YHO OJIECTAIIUX IJIa3 Yaxo-
TOYHOIO.

— B®I B3710p roBOpHUTE!.. — CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl
PakutuH. — C KaKoro uepra BUJIATH IIepel Ba-
MH... PasBe g Boo6pa’karo, 4YTO KaTap Ball Tak
oriaceH... SI BoT Bo3pMy fa EjeHe AjleKCaHIpPOB-
He Ha)KaJIYIOCh, UTO BBI OLYMAaJIUCEh OT TOCKH 10
TOTO, YTO OHAa He IIpHUeleT... A OHa BO3bMeET Ja U
IIpHefieT I10CIe3aBTPa, YTOO BaC IIPUCTHIAUTS. .

— JT0 OHA BaC IPUCTHIAUT!..

— MeHd He 3a uTo, Basmepuii Hukosauu. A 4,
3HaeTe, YTO IIpuUayMa?

— YTto?

— Ceityac 00BITH BaM CHJIEJIKY.

— 3auem?.. He Hy’>KHO!

— Hyxxuo, Basepuii Hukosiauu! He Kampus-
HHU4yauTe. bepTe He pasopBaThbCd, U OHA HeyMe-



Jiad... A BaM HY>KHO OTJIEJKMBATBLCS [€Hb-IPYIOH,
4TOOBI MOJIOAIIOM BCTPeTHUTH EjleHy AJieKcaH-
OPOBHY! — BeceJsio, IIOYTH IIOBEJHUTEIbHBLIM TO-
HOM IIPOTOBOPHJI PAaKUTHUH, 6BICTPO IIOJHUMAACH
CO CTyJIa ¥, BUJAHUMO, TOPOIISACH YHATH.

BOJILHOM ITOKOPHO COIVIACHJICS Ha IIPUIJIAIIle-
HUe CHJeJIKH.



X

A BBL, Bacuinii AHIpeny, He cepAuTech Ha
- MeHdA! — CMSIYeHHO, IIOYTH BHHOBATO,
IIPepPBIBUCTO IIPOroBOpMyI HeBoJIMH, KaJHO IJIO-
Tasl BO3AYX, M CMOTpeJ Ha PaKUTHHA IIPOCUTEJIE-
HBIMH CTpafarmollMMu IjJasaMu. — M cmacubo,
4TO Iocupesad... M HaBelaure... I Beb OLUH...
II0Ka...

U HeoXUTaHHO IIpUOaBUIIL:

— A 4 ceryac WyTWUI... I Belb He COMHEBa-
I0Ch... Jlessa mpuenet. [Ipuener...

— Emge 651!.. A cepAUTHCA He 3a YTO, Basiepuit
Huxkostaud... IIocIOpHU/IN M 3aBTPa OIATH IIOCIIO-
puM... He Hazo 11 uero?..

— Cnacu6o... [IpuKpouTe, II0XKaIyHCTa, ILIe-
IOM...

U, xorga PakUTUH IIPUKPBLI ILIefoM, HeBo-
JIMH IIPOMOJIBII:

— A TO 3HOOUT... U gpliaTh TPyAHO... He ciie-
I0BaJI0O MHOI'O TOBOPUTh...

PaxkuTuH obelras 3aliTH Be4epoM.

OUYyTHUBIIUCH 3a ABEPSIMHU, OH 06JIETUEHHO U
PafoCTHO B3[0XHYJI. M 0TTOrO0, 4TO 0CBOGOAMIICS
oT HeBoJivHAa, ¥ OTTOr0, YTO CaM OH He YMHPAIO-



LUK, a 3T0POBBIM, IIBETYINUN YeJ0BEK U IIOMH-
IeT, Ky/ia yrOJHO.

“begHdara. UTo 7K, BCeM HaJl0 YMHUPATh!” — II0-
IyMasl PakuTHH.

W pmaske IIOYYBCTBOBaJ K “OefHsAre” HeEIIPU-
ga3Hb. Ilpujgerca Bce-TaKM 3aXOQUTHL K HeEMY,
BpaTb 00 ero IOIpaBJeHUM U UCIBLITHIBAaTh
HeIIpUATHBIe BIIeYyaTJ/IeHUs IIPU BUJEe 3TOIO pas-
JIaralollierocs 4ejioBeKa.

— U Begb BOOOpa’kaeT, UTO IIOIIpaBUTCH! —
He 6e3 yIUBJIeHUS MBICJIEHHO IIPOrOBOPUII Paku-
THH.



Xl

aKUTHH HallleJI X03IUKY B CTOJIOBOIA.

OH moIIpoCHJI ee HeMeJJIEHHO II0CIaTh 3a
CUIEeJIKOM.

U BAPYT BCIIOMHUJ, YTO 06elas cAesaTh BU-
3UT OJHOM TaMe, C KOTOPOU BCTpeuasicd B IleTep-
Oypre 1 HeZlaBHO BCTpeTUsIcsd B MOHTpe. 1 0H pe-
IIUJI ceMfyac ke exaTh. [Io KpallHed Mepe, pas-
BJIEYeTCH.

—JS He 06yay ob6emaThb CerojHs, TIOCIIOXKa
[IBapir! — 06 bIBUII PAKUTHUH.

U Ha1res Hy>KHBIM IpHUOaBUTh:

— Ob6epmaro B BeBe... C 0THOM 3HAKOMO.

— O, monsieur! — IIyTJIUBO-CTPOro CKasaja
X035IMKa ¥ IIOIPO3uJIa ITaJIbIleM.

— BBl 4TO JXe IymMaeTe? — CMesCh, CIIPOCHJI
PakuTHH.

— BBI Beib OIIaCHEBIN YeJI0BEK...

PakUTHH OT YJOBOJIBCTBHA BCHBIXHYJI. OH
KaK-TO 0COOEHHO II06eJTOHOCHO 3aTepebu 60-
POZKY U C IIpeyBeJIMYeHHOMN HAIlYCKHON CKPOM-
HOCTBIO IIPOTOBOPUII:

— VBEI! U cTap, ¥ TOJICT, U y>K HAUKOMY He
ortaceH! /lo cBuaHud. 1, mokaayiicra, CUIesIKY.



—Curo MuHyTYy! — M Xo3giiKa HaJaBHUIa
KHOIIKy. — BUIHO, Kakoil BBl cTapkhliil.. Bonne
chance! [8] — 3HaUUTeEJIBLHO IIPOMOJIBUJIA TOCIIO-
»Ka IIIBap1y ¢ BeCces1oM OOIPSIOIEeN YIBIOKOM.

Y, cpasy mepexofd B [1eJIOBOM TOH U JieJasiCh
JI00e3HO-Cepbe3HOM, IIprbaBUIIa:

— BrI 3HaeTe yc/I0BUd ITaHCUOHA?

— Kaxkue?

— Ecyiz He obeftaeTe oMa, IIaTa 3a obef He
UCKIOYaeTcd... Sl o6s3aHa IIpeAylpesuTh... Hs-
BUHUTE...

— 3uaro! 3Haro!

W, mpunogHsaB LIAIY, PAKUTHUH YIIIeJI U CeJl
Ha TpaMBau.

JKeHa TalfHOrO COBETHMKA, JIeT 3a TPUALATH,
He OCKOpOJIgoIas 3CTeTUYeCKUX YYBCTB Paku-
TUHA, 3JleTaHTHasg OpIOHeTKa, IIpUexaBlllasg B
[IIBeHIIapHUIO C AeCATHUIETHUM MaJIbYUKOM pagu
ero cJabou rpyau, y>ke IIOPSIOYHO COCKYYUBIIIA-
scqa 1o Iletepbypry, o6pagoBasiack IIpUxony Pa-
KUTHHA.

OHa ¢ MHTepecoM IIpociayllasa o0 IpobJeMa-
TUUYeCKON OapblHe, He IIpHe3’Kalolled K BIIHOO-
JIEHHOMY YMUpAIIeMy MYy, [I0KaJlesla My»Ka,
BO3MYTHUJIaCh >KEHOM, HO, BIIpOYeM, CTapajach



HalTU CMATr4awlque O00CTOATeJIbCTBA, CKa3as
HECKOJILKO IIPOYYBCTBOBAHHBIX CJIOB O J>KeHaX,
KOTOpBIe BBIXOJAT 3aMYy’K, He IIoAyMaB, 6e3 Ha-
CTOSIIITEN JIFOOBH.

Tak xkak PakuTHH 3HaJI, YTO M Hatasbsa HBa-
HOBHa bpuke He 1mofgymMasia mepes saMy>KeCTBOM,
TaK KakK IroCIOAMHY BpHKCy 3a IIecThIecdaT, TO
PakuTHUH He 6e3 60JIBIIIOI0 O’KUBJIEHUS U TOPOII-
JIMBO CTaJI pacCcKasblBaTh O HeJIeIIbIX IIpepac-
CyZKax 6paka U BOOOIIe 0 JIIOOBU U CMEIIUI MO-
JIOAYIO KEHIIIWUHY CBOEM BeceJoU, OCTPOYMHOM U
Jep3Koit 60sToBHeM. OHa cMesiach HeJBYCMBIC-
JIEHHBIM paccKasaM CTaporo yxXa’kKuBaTenasd U
3HaTOKa >KEeHIIWH, yJblbasach ero OyATo Obl
HeYyassHHO CPBIBABIIMMCSI KOMIUIMMEHTaM H, B
CBOI0 OYepelb, He OCTaBajach B JOJITY, PaccKa-
3bIBas, KaK IPUATHO O0JITaTh C TAKUM YMHBIM,
TaJIAHT/IUBBIM ITHCATEJIEM.

OHu 11po6oJITaIu Ieabli feHb. Obemanu BMe-
CTe B maHcuoHe. I'yiasin. U o6a KOKeTHUYAIH
IPYT C IPYroM, JOBOJIbHBIE, UTO He CKyYaJIu.

PaccraBasch, ajleraHTHasl OpIOHeTKa C BKpaf-
YUBOM 00adgTeJIbHOCTBHIO IIpOCHIa He 3a0bIBaTh
ee U “IocMedAThCa BMecCTe”, Kak cerogdd. 1 Paku-
THUH, KOHEYHO, 00elljaJl ¥ HeCKOJIbKO pa3 II0oIle-



JIOBAJI ee OYIIUCTYI0 PYKY.

OH BepHyJICA IOMOI B [eCATOM Uacy, O4eHb
IOBOJILHBIN IIPOBEIEHHLIM JTHEM.

“Iloxkasyil, 1 JocMeeMcCs 10 MaJIeHbKOI'O PO-
MaHa! My’>Ky 3a IIeCTbJecdT, a OHa C TeMIIepa-
MEHTOM MU, Ka)KeTCs1, He HaCTOJIbKO TJIyIla, YTOObI
3aMHTEpecoBaThCd 37eCh KaKUM-HHOYAb 4YaXo-
TOYHBLIM MOJIOALIM YesIoBeKOM!” — myMas Paku-
THUH U BecejI0 yCMeXaJICd, YBepeHHBINU, UTO IIPO-
U3BeJl Ha CKy4arIlylo 6apbIHbKY BIleyaTJIeHUE.

A TallHas COBETHUIIA B TO >Ke BpeMs, MeX/y
IIPOYMM, ITHCaJIa OSHOU IIpUATeIbLHUILE B IleTep-
oypre:

“NyMmaJjia, uTo PakuTuH yMHee. OH BooOparka-
eT cebd HEOTPasHUMBIM U C IIEPBOTO >Ke BHU3UTA
IPUHI aJUIIOPhl yXa’kKuBaTessd, He II0HHMad,
YTO OH HEMHO’KKO CMEIIIOH CO CBOMM CaMOMHe-
HUeM, OpPIOIIKOM, MeIlIKaMH 10/ IJIa3aMU U pas-
roBOpaMH O JIIOOBH... BeposTHO, fymMaeT 3a MHOH
yXa’KUBaTh, paCCUUTHIBAs Ha poMaH. KoHeuHo, 1
C HUM KOKeTHHYAK OT CKYKH, U THI [[OTaaelllb-
Cs1, KaK He TPYJHO BJIIOOUTH 3TOTO “MOJIOIOTO Ye-
JIOBeKa o[ AThaecaT”. Ho make ¥ 3TO He UHTe-
pecHo... 3THU IATHAEeCATHUIeTHHEe IOCIIofa He B
MoeM poMaHe. [[0BOJIBHO M CBOEro CyIIpyra, Ko-



TOPBIH, 110 KpaliHed Mepe, BIOOJIEH U3/laleKa U
He OyZeT 3HaTb, YTO MO BEpPHBIN pPhILIAPh IIpHe-
IleT Ha Heflesr0 B JKeHeBY, 1 MbI IIPOBEJ[eM C HUM
IIpeJsieCTHbIe AHU. IIpaBo, MOJIYaJIMBhIe ABajIla-
TUIIATUIIETHHE PHIIAPU KyZa HMHTEpPecHee ca-
MBIX YMHBIX CTapHUKOB, KaK MOU BJIHOOJIEHHBIH,
O/I03PUTEJILHBINA U TPeOboBaTeIbHBIN OJIaroBep-
HBIM, BEUHO TOBOPAIIIMN O CBATOCTH AoJra... O,
Kakas CBUHbA!”

PaxkuTUH BOIlleJI B KOMHATYy U IIpHCes Ha 6aJl-
KoHe. OH 3a6bLI 06 06eNlaHUK HaBeCTUTL Beye-
poM HeBoJsiviHa U GBI B MeuTaTeJIbHOM HaCTpOe-
HUU CaMOYBEPEHHOIO0 >KeHOoJ106a, KaKk B KOMHa-
Ty IOCTY4YaJIHu.

MeuTaTe/IbHOE HaCTpOeHHe Cpasy HUCUeslIo,
Korza Bouwia bepra U ckasajia, 4To 60JILHOM yKe
TPH pasa II0ChLIaJ 38 HUM.

— OueHEb IIPOCUJT 3aUTH.

— Emy xyxe?

— Her... Kak 6yzaTo 601pee.

— Cupesika Tam?

— Kak ToJIbKO BBI YIIUIN, OHA IIPHIILIA.

— CKayKuTe, UTO IPUAY CUI0 MUHYTY!

OH [OKypHUBaJI IAIIHUpPOCy, YTOOBI OTTIHYTh
MUHYTY IocellleHus. Ho, BHe3allHO II0YyBCTBO-



BAaBIIIH CTHIJ 3a CBOE PaBHOAYIIIHNE K YMUPAIOLIle-
MY, IIIBLIPHYJI HELOKYPEHHYIO0 ITAaIIUPOCKY, IIOPHI-
BHUCTO IIOMHSJICS C JIOHT-IIIe3a U BBIIIEJ B3 KOM-
HAaTHL.

KomuaTa HeBoJsiHA, €1a00 OCBeIlleHHAsI JIaM-
IIOM TII0f, TeMHBIM abakypoM, Kasajach elle
MpauHei. 3amax JIeKapCTB U CIIEPTHIN BO3AYX
KasaJINCh HEBEIHOCUMBIMH. I caMbIN 60JIbHOM B
IIOJIyTbMe KasajCd ellle HelpUATHee W CTpalll-
Hee C er0 MEPTBEHHBIM JIUIIOM U 06JIeCTAIUMU
rjlasaMu.

Cupeska, C pacroJsiararoiuM JIUIOM, CIIOKOM-
Hasd, 6e3 QaybIIUBOM MIOAOAAPUBAIOIIEN YIIBIO-
KU, HO U He MpaydHas, CHUJeBIIasd B Kpecie, B OT-
IaJleHUU OT KPOBaTH, U KOPOTAaBIIasd Beuep 3a
KHUTOM, CJIerKa IIOKJIOHHJIACh B OTBeT Ha IIO-
KJIOH PaKUTHHA U MATKUM, IIPUATHBIM T'0JI0COM,
HU3KOBaThI TEMOP KOTOPOIO CJIOBHO ObI YCIIO-
KauBaJl, IIPOTOBOPHUJIA, 0Opalasich K HeBoIMHY:

— BoT 1 mpuiienr monsieur PakuTHH. A BBI
TaK BOJIHOBAJIVCh... BepHO, paHbIlle HeJIb3s1 Obl-
JI0...
U mtoTHas, MoJ10KaBas JKeHIIIUHA B3IJITHYIa
Ha PakuUTHHa — I10Ka3aJI0Ch eMy — 0COOEHHO Ce-
PBE3HO, CJIOBHO C YIIPEKOM.



— IIpocture, Basepuii Hukosany... PaHbIme
He MOTI... BCTpeTH/I 0OJHOro u3faTesisd ¥, IIOHUMa-
ere...

Ho HeBoJsinH, Ka3ajoch, He Cayllajgl PaKUTU-
Ha.

Y, nmepebuBas ero, c4acT/JIMBBIM, TOPKECTBY-
IOIIMM W B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIM TI0JIOCOM, IIPOTOBO-
pu:

— IlociresaBTpa IHpuener... Brlexasa... IIpo-
YTUTE TejlerpaMmMmy... CpouHas!

PakuTuH I10[0IIeJI K CTOJIMKY, B3sJI TeJle-
rpaMMmy U IIpoyeJr:

“Teserpa¢upyro ¢ BoK3asa. 3aBTpa O6yy OKO-
JIO Te0s1, ¥ CKOPO IIOIIPaBUIILCSA”.

HeBoJsinH He cIryckas rj1as ¢ PakuTuHa.

— Hy BoT Bupure, Basmepuit Hukosany... Mo-
JKeTe CIIaTh OTJIMYHO, — BeCeJsI0 IIPOroBOpuI Pa-
KUTHH. — U cpasy IyaauTe Jydiie, 4yeM YTPOM.

— Einte 651... Terephb s 6BICTPO CTaHY IIOIIPAB-
JIATHCA. ..

HeBo/IMH He HHTepecoBaJyICI y>Ke 6oJiee, 3a-
yeM PaKUTHUH TaK [OJIT0 He IIPUXOAMI M KaKOIo
usgaTessi OH BCTPETHIL.

HeBoJiH Hayas ObLIO paccKasbhlBaTh, YTO OH
eJI U C KaKUM aIlllleTUTOM eJl GUIITEKC...



Ho cupeska MATrKo octaHoBHIIa HeBostnHa:

— He rosopute MHOro... A TO cliaTb 6yzere
XyoKe...

— O, KOHEeYHO... KOHeYHO! — BeceJIo II0LTBep-
nu PakutuH. — He 6ygy... Ciayiiaro Bac, fobpas
MazaM [Jrodyp... O, Kak BBl TepIIeJHMBLI C TAKUM
KallpU3HBIM 60JIbHBIM... 1 KaK Bce XOPOIIIO [ieJIa-
eTe...

— IIpuUBEIKJIa! — IIPOCTO OTBETHJIA CHIEJIKA.

PakuTHH ceryac ke yIIesl.

Ha ppyroi neHb HeBOJIMH IIOJIYYHUJI TeJle-
rpaMmMmy u3 bepJirHa. IIpories feHb, U TeJlerpaMm-
Ma u3 basess: “CeroiHd B IIOJIEHE Oyay”.

Ho HeBoJyiMH y’ke He MOT IIOJHSITHCS C IIOCTe-
JIX U yKe He TaK BOJIHOBaJICA, KakK paHbIle. K
IIpHe3y KeHBbI, Ka3aJIoCh, ObII paBHOYIIIHEE.

OH BecCh OB ITOJIOH MBIC/IIMHU O cebe, 0 CBOEM
BBI3[IOPOBJIEHHH, B KOTOPO€E YIIOPHO BEPHJI, U Ka-
KOM-HUOYb OyJIbOH WM Yail C BapeHbeM, KOTO-
pBII BAPYT TpebGoBajsl ero KallpU3HBIM BKYC, 3a-
HuMas HeBosiMHa ropaszio 6osiee, 4yeM OXKHJa-
HUe JII00MMOM JKeHIIIUHEI.

OH y>Ke OBLI B TOM IIpeJCMEPTHOM 3TOH3MEe,
KOI7la BeHeIl TBOpeHHUs OOoJIbIllle BCero OOHapy-
JKHBaeT B HEM JKaJIKOIO, IIeIUIAIOIIerocs 3a



JKU3Hb C TeM ee CYacTbeM, KOTOpoe TaK IIPUMU-
THBHO M TaK MaJI0 OTJIMYAETCHI OT CYACTbs JKHU-
BOTHOTO.

Cupmesika Opla o6pasiioBas, U OT Hee OO0JIb-
HOU OBLJI B BOCTOpTe.

U oH mopyMalJl elrfe yTpoM, UTO >KeHa efjBa JIK
CyMeeT 3a HUM TaK yXakKuBaTb. OHa He TakKasd
CHJIbHas, yMeJias, KasaJloCh, yraJblBarollas ero
JKeslaHUd. U Ilepe )KeHOM BCe-TaKU HeJb3s TaK
paspgpa’kaTbcsd, KakK Iepe CUAeIKOM.

HeBosiMH 0CO6eHHO 3a00T/IMBO pacyecas
CBOIO 00OpoAy, BBIUMCTHMJI HOITH, IIOIPOCHII
BCIIPBICHYTH Ce0s1 AyXaMU; CHZeJIKa IlepeMeHuIa
eMy py0alllKy ¥ HaZyIlI1Ia HOCOBOM IIaTOK.

Bepra paHo ybpaJsia KOMHAaTYy, II0CTaBHJIa KpO-
BaTb [UId J>KeHbl Ha TOM MeCTe, I[e CTOsUIa
Ipesxzie KpoBaTh HeBO/IMHA, U K [eBATH YacaM
Ha CTOJIMKE y KYIIETKH y’Ke CTOSUI POCKOIIHBIMI
OyKeT.

9T 3a00THI HECKOJILKO PasBJIeKJIN 60JIBLHOTO.
OH Ha HeCKOJIbKO MHUHYT 0KHUBUJICA U CHOBA 3a-
XO0TeJI BCTaTh.

Ho cupeska yroBopuiia ero He BCTaBaTh.

OH He 11poTecTOBaJI. OH CIyIIAJICI CULEJIKY, U
KasaJIoChb €My, UTO C TaKHUM YyXOZOM, KaK ee, OH



CKOpee OKpeIHeT M BCcTaHeT. OHAa KaK-TO He3a-
METHO IIoJJep>KHUBaJjla €ro0 YBEPEeHHOCTb B 3TOM,
U OH pacCKashIBaJI ed, KaK OH IIOHJET C KeHOH
oo IMuikoHa, a IIOTOM OHU OYAYT IYJIATH IIelll-
KOM.

— A 1I0Ka A He BCTaHy... Begb 3T0 HEMOJIIO...
He IIpaBja Ju... [[Hda gBa-Tpu?

— BepH3 roBopuI, UTO SHA Yyepes TPH...

—Tax y>X BBl OCTaHbBTECh... [leHb CcHUIUTe
3/lech, a HOUYbO, €CJIM IIOHAJOOUTCH, )KeHa MHe
IIOMOXKeT.

— He yromMuT jim 3T0 Baly xeHy? OHa, I107Ka-
JIyH, He 3aCHeT HOYb. Eciiv X0oTHUTe, A OyAy CH-
IeTh HOYBLIO B KopHaope... M eciu BaM HY’KHO,
BBI TOJIBKO II03BOHHUTE.

HeBoJiuH 6s1arofapuil.

— A TO 6efjHad KeHa, B CaMOM [ieJle, U3BeJeT-
cd...

OKoJ10 moyiHd PakUTUH, IpUpPaHUYEHHBIN,
C IIOJCTPYOKEHHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U G0OPOJKOM, 3a-
mres1 K HeBoJIMHY U CITPOCHUT:

— IIpukakeTe BCTpeTUTL EjeHy AJieKcaH-
IpoBHY, Basepuit Hukonanyu?

— XoTeJI IIPOCUTH 06 3TOM... BOT He IIycKaeT
MeHs [ob6pas CHZesIKa... BCTPeTUTh JKeHy... Ha-



LeI0Ch, ee y3HaeTe 110 IIOPTPEeTaM...

— ITostararo.

— Taxk BBI IIpeymIpenuTe ee, YTO S IIOXYyAel...
YTOOBI He B3BOJIHOBAJIACh... [JJOJDKHO OBITH, OHA
[IBeTyIllas KpacaBUIia... a f...

HeBosiiH 3akanumsijicd Y, KOIZa IIPUIIaL0K
KallId IIPOIIles, pasapaKUTeJbHO CKa3al CULell-
Ke:

— 4 mpocmya Bac mIokKosaga... MHe Xo4yeTcd
Yalky II0KoJsaza... A MHe He TaroT... JlaiiTe sxe
MHe II0CKopee!
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Eme 6l He y3HaThH II0 IIOpTpeTaM 3TOH
HeOOBIKHOBEHHO IIPUBJIEKaTeJbHON MaJleHb-
KOM >KeHIIMHBI, ¢ OOJBIIUMU YCTaJbIMU IJIa3a-
MU U POCKOIIIHBIMH, OTJIMBABIIMMHU 30JI0TOM BO-
JIOCAaMH II0JI COJIOMEHHOH IILISIION.

JeICTBUTEJILHO, B 9TOM CTPOIOM, TOCKJIHUBOM
U KpaCHUBOM JIHIle OBIJIO UTO-TO, HAaIIOMHHAOII[ee
MaJ0HHY.

Kaxk ToJIbKO ee CTpoMHas, KpacuBagd QUrypa B
CBETJIONM H0Ke W TEeMHOH >KaKeTKe, OTKPbIBaB-
ey 6JIy3Ky M peraT IOBEpPX CBeKero BOPOTHH-
Ka, TOPOILIMBO BHIIIJIA U3 BaroHa, KaK K HeMH II0-
momresl PakKUTUH M HW3BICKAHHO-IIOYTHUTEIHHO
IIPOTOBOPHUII:

— PakutuH!

B O0gHOM pyKe MOJIOLOM >KeHIIUHBI ObLI
He60JIbIII0M YeMOJaHYHK, B IPYTOA — 30HTHK.

OHa cIep;KaHHO U Cepbe3HO HAKJIOHHJIA TO-
JIOBY U CIIPOCHJIA:

— MyX XuB?

— Eirte xuB.

— KaskeTcst, ITaHCHOH OJIM3KO0?

— Jla. [To3BoJIbTE BaM IIOKAa3aTh JOPOTY...



— IToxkasyiicra.

— /JlatiTe MHe KBUTAHIINIO OT 6araska.

— He 6ecrIoKoMTECS.

W Mosiofas >KeHIIMHA OTAasla KBUTAHITUIO
CTOPO’KY U IIOIIPOCHUJIA er0 IIPUHEeCTH Oarak B
nmaHcuoH [IBapria, ¥ IIONLIA PAAOM C PakuTH-
HBIM.

W Hu miosicsioBa. TOIBKO “9KUB JIU?”.

“UT0 3TO 3a JKeHIWHAa?” — aymaJ PakuTUH,
YKPaZKOU JIt00YSICh er0. I cepbe3HOo cKasaJl:

— My>X 0 MoeH TejierpaMMe He 3HaeT... OH
TakK BOJIHOBAJICA, TaK HeETEpIIeJIUBO >KIaJl Bac,
YTO s PellmyICa U3BeCTUTH BacC O II0JI0KEHUHN MY-
JKa.

— buiarozapro 3a TeserpaMmmy. S 3Haja 06 ero
TIOJIOKEeHU .

U onaTh mIpopo/oKaia UATH MOJIYa.

— Basrepuii HuKoJIaud TIPOCHJI IIpenyIIpe-
IUTH Bac, YTO OH OUeHb noxyzaes. OH XOTeJsI IOJ-
HATHCA C II0CTeJIH, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHL Bac, U He
MOT... 1 Bce-TaKU BEPUT, YTO OYyeT KUTh.

Bripa’keHHe 4ero-To My4uTeJbHO CKOPOHOIO
3aJIerJIo B IJIa3aX MOJIOOM >KeHIITUHEL. JIUI0 ee
CTaJIO CTPOXKe U, Ka3aJIoCh, HEIIPOHUIlaeMee.

HeBosiHA omATh Mojyasia. Y TOJIBKO IIOILIa



CKopee.

PakuTuH [oragajici He MYYUTEH >KEHIUHY
CBOMMHU COOOIIIeHUSIMU.

OH 00MXeHHO 3aMoJrdaJl U, crapasich CKpBITh
OJBIIIKY OT CKOPOM XOALOBI, efBa IIOCIIEBAJ 3a
MOJIOZOM >KEHIITUHOM!.

“He cmemmiia K My»Xy u3 Iletepbypra, a Te-
Iepb TOPOIUTCA!” — KyMasl PaKUTHH, HEIOBOJIb-
HBIH, YTO IIPOrpaMMa ero u3y4yeHus MHTepeCHOH
SKEHIIMHEL C IIEPBOro >Ke Hayasa He HMCIIOJIHAET-
cd, “U 3HaeT JiM 3Ta OaphIHS, UTO I IIHCATesb?
UuTasa U MeHsA?” — cIIpalliuBaJjl cebs PakUTUH,
pasapa’keHHBINM 3TOM IIOUTH PE3KOM CAep KaHHO-
CTBI0 MOJIOZOM >KEeHIIIUHEI C HUM.

— Bor cropa, B cam, EsteHa AsekcaHIpPOBHA! —
IIPOTrOBOPUJI OH LOBOJIBEHO CHEPIKAaHHO.

B capy 6BLJI0 MHOTO ITAHCHOHEPOB. Bce 3Hay,
KOHEYHO, YTO IIpHexaja >KeHa ymuparoiero. 1
MHOIHYe JaMbl B3IJITHYJ/JIU Ha MOJIOLYIO JKEHIIIH-
Hy, ellle 60jiee BO3MYII[eHHbIE ee KpPaCcOTOM, U34-
IIIeCTBOM M BHJIOM /[IaJIEKO He IIPHUHIDKEeHHON Ka-
IOIIeHCS YKEHII[UHEL.

[Tokusias ToJICTask aHIJIMYaHKa, 6ecriepeMoH-
HO paccMaTpHBaBllasg EjeHy AJleKCaHIPOBHY B
JIOPHET, IIPUIIlIa B y>Kac. Xyzasa geBulla U3 I'aM-



Oypra IIemHyJa XOpPOIIEHBbKOM IIacToplle C
HeJJOyMeBaloIllIMMH IJIa3aMH, YTO pyccKas JaMa
IIPOCTO HaXaJIKa.

— Ho Bce-Taky, Ha/lo CKas3aTh, 60T ee Harpa-
ou1 Kpacortoit! He mpasna iy, py? — IIPOTOBO-
PHII ITacTop, 06paIasich K >KeHe.

— SI ¢ To60¥0 cortacHa, MO JIpyT.

— Ho TeM He MeHee OHa He MOJKeT OBITH XO-
porreii. Tak foJro He exaThb K My»Ky... He Tak Jn,
dpy?

— O, KoHeuHO! Kak MO’XHO OCTaBJIATh MYXKa,
Ila e1rle 60JILHOTO.

— Tr1 XOpomIas >keHIMHA, ¢py. O, THI BeJIH-
KoJIeIlHad >KeHINUHa, ¢py! U THI ropasio Kpacu-
Bee 3TO gaMel, ¢opy! 4 mpaBay roBopro!

— TbI cIMIIIKOM 06P KO MHe, AKCeJIb!

dpaHIly30B pycckad faMa 06Bopoxkuia. C 3a-
TOPeBIIMMUCS IJIa3aMHU OHHU >KaJlHO ee paccMaT-
pHBaIu U IIOTOM 3alllellTaid, UYTO OHAa CJI0’KeHa
BOCXUTUTEJIFHO U YTO TaKas >KeHIMHAa He MO-
JKeT He UMeTh JJI0O0BHUKA.

A MoJsIool aHIVIMYaHWH 3aMep OT BOCTOP-
’KeHHOI'0 yAUBJIeHUS U, KpacHes, KaK [IMOH, MOT
TOJIBKO IIPOTSHYTh:

— 0-0-0!



U B TO Ke MTHOBEHUe II0/IyMaJl, UTO [OJDKeH
OBITH IIpe/iCTaBJIEH PYCCKOM JIeH.

[Tocste cMepTHU ee My’Ka OH OOBSIBUT, YTO C
IIepBOr0 MTHOBEHUS, KaK YBUJAJ ee, Pelluy el
IIPEeUIOKUTD OBITH JKEHOU aHIJIMYaHWHA U JIOP-
Ia. Uek Ha [ABajllaTh ThICIY QYHTOB HeMeJJIeH-
HO II0CJIe COoIJIacus U IIocJie Opaka TaKas JKe CyM-
Ma II0 IOTOBOPY B ee paclopsOKeHUH.

JdTa BHes3allHasg MBICJIb OBJIaJesIa MOJIOABIM
KpacaslleM aHIJIMYaHUHOM. OH He CIIyCKaJl BOC-
TOP>KeHHBIX IJIa3 C IIPOXOAUBIIIEN MOJIOLOM KeH-
IIHUHBI U JaJ cebe CJI0BO JTOOHUTHCS ee COTJIacHs,
eCJIU He 37iech, TO B IleTepOypre, KyZja OH HEMe[I-
JIEHHO II0efleT BCJIef 3a Hel... U OymeT >KaaThb
XOTBb TPU-YeTHIpe Tofia.

dabpukaHT U3 bupMuHrama otzaa 6aHKOBEIE
OMJIETHI IIPOUTPAHHOIO IIapPU U IIPOTOBOPIIL:

— He mpaBpia j1v, MUJIOPZ, HACTOSIIIAs JIeU?

— KoposteBa, cap! — CTporo OTBETHJI MOJIO-
IIOU aHTJIMYaHUH.

" npub6aBUI:

— Ilopoxucras!

l'ocmiocka IIBapIir BcTpeTiyia EjleHy AJieKcaH-
IPOBHY B IIPUX0’KeU U, TPYCTHO-TOP KeCTBEHHA,
II0BeJIa ee HaBepX.



— O, xak 6eHbIN Balll My>X 6y/ieT 06pafoBaH.
O, HecyacTHBIU cTpagaser Kak oH Xmaj Bac,
rocroyka HeBoJsiHa!.. /[Be Helen XOOUJI KarK-
IOBIM IeHb Ha Ioe3[ BcTpedaTh Bac... Ho force
majeur [9] moMelrraza BaM IIpHexaThb.. MyxX
3HaJI 9TO U He poIlTal... BLI caMu cTpagaii... o, 4
HOHUMAK... I BBl He 3Ha/IHU, KaK MyX IUIOX... OH
CKpBIBaJI OT Bac... bosjica BCTPeBOXKUTE... O, TH-
JKeJtast 0JIs1 06JIETYUTD II0CIe{HUEe MUHYTHI JII0-
6uMoro yesioBeka... I Kak ero He JHOOUTE... Ka-
KOM OH JOOPBIN, e TUKaTHBIN!.. O, IIPOCTUTE MHE
HeBOJIBHBIY KPUK AyIIu!

TFocmmoxka IlIBap1y He 3abbLia, 4TO ecau 6 He
PakuTHUH, TO OHA MOIJIa Obl IIOHECTHU YOBITKH, U
IIOTOMY He JIMIIWIa cebs YA0BOJIbCTBUS IIOITY-
CTUTL Sy B CBOM TporaTesJbHbIe W3JIUAHUS,
OIJIAZAbIBas U OLleHMBAasg CKPOMHBIM, XOTS U 3JIe-
TaHTHBIN, KOCTIOM 3TOM XOPOIIEHBLKOM U yepec-
4yyp MaJIo IevyajbHOM I >KeHbl YMHUPAIOIIero
My>Ka.

M Tak kak ““KeHa YMHUpPAIOILEro” HU OMHUM
CJIOBOM He OTKJIMKHYJIaCh Ha “KpHUK OYIINU” XO-
34MKH, TO rocroyka IIIBapii, ocTaHaBJIUBAasACHL B
KOpuope, IIpubaBujia IMOHM)KEHHBIM 10 Tparu-
YeCKOTO ITIeII0Ta TOJI0COM.



— BBl 1103BOJIATE IIpEeAYIIPesUTh 6eTHOTO MY-
’Ka, 4TO BEI YoKe 3[leChb... A TO PajjoCTL BHe3all-
HOTO CBUJIQHUA MOJKET IIOTPSICTH 6O0JIBHOIO...
YTpoM OH 6B 607p, HACKOJIBKO BO3MOYKHO I
Hero... Ho Bcgkue morpsiceHus... Kak BEL [yMae-
Te, monsieur Raquitine?..

PakuTHUH cUMUTaJ] MUCCHIO CBOI0 OKOHUYEHHOM.
OH yxe mnokyjoHwuiIcH EneHe AjleKcaHIpOBHE,
CKa3aB, UTO OH B ee PaCIIOpsOKeHUU B 3TH TsKe-
JIBIe JTHH, U XOTeJI IIPOMTH B KOMHATy, KaK BO-
IIPOC XO34MKHU 3aCTaBHJI OCTAHOBHUTHLCSI €ro W
CKasaTh em:

— Beqb 60JIbHOM 3HAET II0 YacaM, YTO T'OCIIO-
’ka HeBosinHa npuexasa. K ueMy eilre mpezgyIpe-
JKpeHusd... HarrpacHo BBl TaK TPEBOYKUTECH U TPe-
BOJKHUTE TOCHO0XY HeBoJIMHY! — HACMEIINBO
npubaBu PAaKUTHH.

— O, B TaKOM CJIy4ae g YMbIBAl0 PyKu! — 00u-
JKeHHO CKasaJla X03dMKa U yIaIuIach.

— A Belly IIPUKa’KUTe I10CJIaTh B KOMHATY...

U, obpamadacy K HeBoJIMHON, PaKUTHUH IIpU-
GaBHJI II0-PYCCKH:

— JTa Jama IejgbMa U 60JIbIlIasg OXOTHHILA
Io IpexcrasiaeHuii!.. Iloctyuute, EjeHa AJiek-
CaHJPOBHA, B BOCEMHAaAIIATEIM HOMeD... TaM cH-



IeJsKa...

Ci10BHO OBl yCJIbIXaBIIasg IIPOCTOE HEJIUILe-
MepHOe W HeOCKOPOUTEeJIbHO-0OBUHSIOIIEE CJIO-
BO, HeBosimHa mojHsdia Ha PaKUTHHA IJjas3a, B
KOTOPBIX MeJIbKHYJIO 6JiarojlapHOe YyBCTBO H3-
MY4YeHHOI'0 4YejI0BeKa, U TOPOIUIMBO IIpONUIa K
BOCEMHA/IIIaTOMy HOMEpY.

MaJsieHbKasg OJiefHasg pykKa B3AparuBaja, Ko-
ra TUXO II0CTy4YaJsia B Bepkb.



Xl

HIeJIKa OTKpPBLIA OIBepPh U YYTh CJIBIIIHO, JIAC-

KOBO IIIeIIHYJIA!

— OH x7zeT Bac... IlocTapaTech CKpPBITH OT
Hero, 4TO OH TakK ILIOX... ECJIM HY>XHO, II03BOHU-
Te.

U, npontyctuB HeBOJIMHY, BERIILIA 38 IBEPHU U
HallpaBUJIaCh BHUS.

Kak HU roroBa 6blla MOJIOJAs >KeHIIIMHA K
CBUIAHUIO C MyKeM M KaKUM XYIbIM HU IIpen-
cTaBJiisIa ero cebe, HO, KOIZila yBHajsa IOJIOBY
MepTBella, OHA e[Ba MOIJIA CKPBITH >KaJIOCTh,
TOCKY U y»>Kac, OXBaTHUBIIIUe ee. M, OIIyCTUB T0JIO-
BY, UTOOBI My>K He BU/IAJI ee JIUIIA, C PhIJaHUEM B
rosioce, crapasiChb yhepskKaThb CJe3bl, IIPOTOBOPH-
JIa, IIOIX0I K HEMY:

— BoTt ¥ npuexasna... M1 TBI IIPOCTH, UTO He
MoIJIa paHbllle, Bamepui.

U oHa 11011€J10BaJIa €r0 U IIpHIIajia K ero ucXy-
laJIoOiN pyKe.

B nmepBoe MraoBeHue HeBOJIMH He MOTI T'OBO-
PUTH OT BOJIHEHUSA U TOJBKO IIPEPBIBUCTO U TH-
JKeJI0 IbIIIall.

— Kak 151 MeHq Hamwia?.. OueHb U3MEeHUJICH,



Jleyia? — HaKOHeIl IIPOrOBOPIII OH.

— H3meHunIca... Ho He oueHs...

— Hy... Iloxynes... cuibHO... Ho Teleph KpH-
3UC... 5 ITOIIpPaBIATECI HAYHY...

— Eirte 65I...

U oraTh 06a CMOJIKJIM, TOYHO 06a He HaXOMu-
JIX MUMEHHO TeX CJIOB, KaKyve HY>XHBI U KaK Ha-
POYHO He IIPUXOIAT.

HeBosiHY KasajoCh, UTO OH CYAaCTJIUB, HO
BCe-TaKU He TaK 6€CKOHEeYHO CYaCTJ/IUB, KaK [0JI-
’KeH OBITh U KaK CJIeJl0BaJIo, ¥ IIOTOMY OH C 60JIb-
IIIUM YyBCTBOM, UeM ero ObLJIO B CepALie, IIPOro-
BOPII, IIpeyBeJIMYUBas U pafoCTh U YMUJIeHHe:

— Muwuad... pogHas Jlesd... Kak s c4acT/IvB...
TbI okoJ10... Kak s 1106110 Tebs... Kak s »kzpa Te-
0.

U, c710BHO 3a0bIBasi, 4TO IIOIIEIYH ero II0TPec-
KaBIIIUXCs, [IOYEepHEeBIIUX I'y0 He MOIYT AOCTa-
BUTH Y 0BOJILCTBUS JjakKe JIFOOAIEMY UeI0OBEKY,
OH ’KeJlaJl UMEHHO II0Kas3aTh, KaK JIIOOUT JKeHy,
U IIOTOMY IIPUBJIEK ee JIUIT0 K CBOeMY U I1eJI0BaJl
U ee JIMIIO U ee PYKY, XOTA 3TO €ro U CTEeCHSIO,
TaK KakK /[blIIaTb eMy OBLIO TsDKejlee U MyYU-
TeJIbHEee.

U Mosiomass smopoBas JKeHIMUMHA C yKacoM



YyBCTBOBaJIa OTBpAllleHHEe OT 3THUX IIOLeJYeB,
HeCMOTpsl Ha >KaJIOCTb W HEBOJILHYI0 BUHY IIe-
pel YMUPaKIIUM UYeJI0BEKOM.

B 3T MrHOBeHUSsI OHa BCIIOMHUJIA BCE... BCE...
U1 11060BB 6€3 CTpacTU K MYXKy... U ee IpUBsg3aH-
HOCTb 0e3 Apy>KObI U JIaCKU... I KaK OH JIFOOUT...
JIIOOUT ee U He IIOHUMAaeT 3aIIpOCOB ee AYIIU U
yMa... I pa3Be BUHOBaTa OHa, 4YTO, KOI/la OH 3a-
60J1eJ1, ero JlaCKu ObLIM HECTEPIIMMEI... Pa3Be BU-
HOBaTa OHA, YTO IIOCJIe OThe3/ia My>Ka BCTPETHU-
Jia OT3BIBUMBOTO, YMHOI'0, CUJIBHOTO IyXOM H IIO-
JIr061IIa, ITI0YyBCTBOBAJIa CTPACTh... HacTosIy1o,
He3HaKOMYI0 ell paHblle. II He cMmesia eXxaTb K
MyXy... JKajema ero.. PasBe MOXXHO ObLIO
CKPBITh... PasBe yCIIOKOUIIIL 60JILHOTO 3HAHUEM,
UTO He MPUHA/JIEXUIIb TOMY, KOMY XOYelllb...
IIycte yMpeT 6e3 pasodyapoBaHHUsS BIIHOOJIEHHO-
ro... Ilycte Bce ee cuuTarT 6eccepzeuyHor. OHa
3HaJla, YTO OH OZIVH, O0JILHOM, U He exasa. U Te-
Iephb y>Kac OTBpAIlleHUs], MYKH II03JHEr0 packa-
STHUSI — MMEHHO KOrIZa JIIOOUT. 3aueM He JIH0s
BBIXO[IUJIA 3aMYXK...

HeBosinH oTBes ry6nl. U sxeHa 06JieT4eHHO
B30xHYyJIa. CHOBA ’KaJIOCTh OXBAaTUJIA ee, U CJIe-
3B1 JIMJIMCh U3 ee IJIas.



—/la TBI 4TO XKe... IUIayelb?.. Caguch, MU-
Jiad, JIy4ile B KpecJo... [bIIaTh TPYAHO... A 5 II10-
CMOTPIO Ha TeO4...

OHa TOpPOIIMBO CeJjla B KpecJjo U, YJIbl6asich
CKBO3b CJIe3El, IIPOTOBOPHIIA.

— Il;1a4gy... OT BOJIHEHU... BCTPEYH...

— Muwuiag!.. He TpeBoXbcs... He 60¥cCH... g II0-
npasJjrock!.. M xKakasg TBI KpacaBuiia, Jleas! Pac-
CKasblBail 0 cebe, 4TO fesasna, KOro BUZesa... A
MHe He II03BOJIIH TOBOPUTH MHOIO... ITO OYeHb
BpeIHo...

— Tak He I103BOJIAI0! — mOIIpo6oBasa IIOIIY-
THUTH MOJIOJAS SKEHIITHMHA.

— Tsl He yMeelllb, Jlesd... 5 Tebsg He CiIyIla-
I0Cb... 1 MHe J1IekapCcTBO IIopa.

B rosioce HeBoJiHa y»Ke CJBIIIAJIOCH pa3zgpa-
JKeHue.

— s Tebe mam.

— TbI He 3HaeIlIk...

— Tak 11o3BaTh CULEJIKY?

— Jla... oHa 3HaeT! A TBI pacckassiBau!..

Uepes MUHYTY IIPHIILIA CHIAEJKA, II0fasa JIe-
KapCTBO, ITOIpaBHJa IIOCTEJb U ITOAYIIKH, ITOJ-
HsJIa TOJIOBY GOJIBHOTO, ¥ OH YZ0BJIETBOPEHHO
CKa3aJ



— Jlesg... OHa yMeer... Hy, pacckasbiBaii!

MoJtofas KeHII[MHa CcTaja pacckaseiBaTh. Ho,
BUIMMO, HeBOJIMH He 0CO6EHHO HMHTEpecoBaJICd
U 4acTo 3aKphIBAJI IJ1asa.

Torma nepen EjleHOM AJleKCaHIPOBHOM OBLI
MmepTBell... 1 oHa cMOJIKaJIa...

— PacckaseiBali... PacckasbiBati...

OHa o11aTh ToBOpHMIIA... M1 CKOpPO My>K 3aCHYJI...
JlpIxaHue ObLIO TspKesioe. M3 Ipyau BhIPBIBAJICA
CBHCT.

MoJtofast JKeHIIIHA OTBeJsIa IJa3a U 3ajyMa-
JIach.

— T'ocrmogu! — BAPYT BRIPBAJIOCEH Y Hee, KOIa
OHa IIo¥MaJia ce6s1 Ha MBICJIHA O TOM, UTO CMepPTh
My’>Ka — CYacTbe HOBOM ee >KHM3HH, YTO Tellepb
OHA TOJIBKO 3HAeT, UTO 3HAaYUT JIOUTh, U [yMa-
eT 0 JIIOOMMOM YeJIOBEKe...

— Tr1, Jlesigd, 0 4yeM pacckKasblBasa? — BAPYT
COHHO IIPpOMOJIBMJI HeBOJIMH, BAPYr OTKphLIBAasd
riasa...

— O... mame! — orBeyasia EseHa AJjiekcas-
IPOBHA U I'YCTO ITIOKpacHeJIa.

— Jla... OHa 3g0poBa?..

— 310poBa...

— A TBI He TI03BOJIIY MHe TOBOPUTS, JleJd...



U cHOBa 3acHyIL



XV

JIeHa AJIeKCaH/POBHA IIPUTAMJIACh B KpecJie U

4acTo B3IJVIAAbIBAJIa Ha My»Ka.

OmaTthb Iepep, Hell IIPOHOCHJIOCH HeJaBHee
IpolIoe. M OIIITh 3aMy»KeCTBO ee IIpefCTaBJIs-
JIOCh OIITMOKOM, Y7KaCHOM OIIMOKOHM. ..

“He omwm6Ka... Xyke. IlopyraHue 4yBCTBaA...
[Topyranue Tesa. JIoXKb... Co3HaTeJIbHBIM 06MaH
JOBEPUMBOr0 BJIOJEHHOIO 4YesoBeKa, YTOOBI
IIPUCTPOUTHCA!” — TOBOPHJIA BO3MYVILIEHHAA CO-
BeCTb MOJIOJIOM KeHII[UHEI.

OHa He rHaJIa coBeCcTU. He cTapasach CKpBITh
oT cebs mpaBabl. He obmaHbIBasia cebs ompaB/a-
HUAMU.

Hanpotus!

C Tex I10p, KaK II0JI00MIa, OHA TOYHO IIpO3pe-
Jila BCIO JIOKb IIPOIILJION >KU3HU U, MyYUTEJIbHO
IIpeyBeJIMYKBas CBOIO BUHY, CUHUTasa cebs Ges-
MepHO BMHOBAaTOM He 3a TO, UTO JIFOOUT PYroro,
a 3a To, YTO BHIIILIA 3aMYXK...

Ee He ycrmokauBaJd IIpUMepEl. Begb MHOTIHe
TaK >Ke BBIXOJAT 3aMy>K U I10CJIe 0OMaHBIBAIOT...
JKUBYT U C MY>KbsIMHU U C II000BHUKaMHU.

“Tak 4TO >Ke. UeM OHa ObLjIa JIy4llle IPOIaXK-



HOU >KeHINUHBI? OHa IIpofaBaJjiach 3a obecIie-
YeHHYI0 )KU3Hb TOJILKO OSJHOMY — BOT U BCS pas-
HUIA”.

Ona sHasa, uTo fesasia. He riymad. B 1Ba-
IaTh OATh JIeT IIOHUMaJIa, UTO He JII0O0Bb JTHUK-
TOBaJIa OTBeT Ha IIpe[yio’KeHHe. He yBaKeHUe K
4y>KOMY UyBCTBY BJIIOOJIEHHOTO, a 3TOM3M 3aCTa-
BUJI BBECTH UeJioBeKa B 320y KIeHre U IIPO/I0JI-
’KaThb ero... OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIa, UTO He JIIOOUT II0-
HaCTOdIeMY, a TOJILKO TepIieja U jXaJjena. U
JKeHIIUHA B HeW Torja He oCKop6Jisiiachk. My
MOT 3a0JIy>KaThCs, UTO JKeHa ero JHouT. Bens
OH Tak BJKOJIeH B Hee. Tak crapaJscs, 4Tob el
OBLIO JIy4llle, U Jiesiall BCe, 4YTOO TOJIBKO JI0CTa-
BUTH €U yA0BOJILCTBUE... OH OBLI JOOPHIN, BHU-
MaTeJIbHBIM M CUACTJIUBBIN... A OHa He MOIJIa He
6y1arofapuTh 3a TaKyl IIPUBI3aHHOCTL. OHa He
Jirajia, Korja TOBOpPWJIa, YTO IIpUBsA3aHa K HeMY,
HO JIrajla, YTO He IIpHUOaBJIga, YTO 3TO HeE JII0-
60Bb... He roBopHIIa, UTO 110 BpeMeHaM TOCKOBa-
Jla, UTO €U X0TeJIOCh UHOU KU3HU... HTHOTO ApyTa
C UHBIMM 3ampocaMu. U He 6b110 BoJIHU. /[la U He
OBLIIO CUJIBHOTO JKeJIaHUS UCKAaTh MHOM KU3HHU...
UHOU cpenpl. He 1oyro6U oHa, pasBe JaBHO He
OnLy1a OB OHA OKO0JIO Hero?.. I 0Ha T0J/DKHA OBI-



Jla IIpHeXaTh U JITaTh y>Ke II030PHO...

Bce cyImecTBO IIPOTECTOBAJIO IIPOTUB TaKOM!
7KepPTBHL.

U K uemy? K uemy?

Ho 4T0-TO TOBOPMJIO B Hel: “Imo/pKHa 6b11al..”

MoJtofas >KeHIlMHa B3IJIAHYJIA Ha MepPTBEH-
Hoe Jiv10 HeBosiuHa.

U oHO, Ka3asock, el TOBOPHUJIO:

“JloKHa 6pL1al”

K Beuepy HeBosinHY cTayio Xyke. OH CTOHAJI
U MeTaJICs, U 110 BpeMeHaM BIIajiajl B 3a0bIThe U
OpeausI 0 TOM, UTO 3aBTpa BCTaHET U ITOMUJET IY-
JIATE...

Hacrasia HOUb, UyiHas 3Be3HasA HOYb.

U HeBosirHa U cyeIKa He OTXOLUIN OT YMU-
paroirero. Kasaysoch, OH y>X HaXOIHWJICA B aro-
HUU... [1asa 6e3ymMHO ropeyd.. OH T'POMKO
BCKPHUKHBAJI U BeCh ropeJi. Hukoro He y3HaBaJI.

U xeHa U cujesIKa U3SMYYUJINCE, yAep>KUBasg
00JILHOTO ¥ e)KEMUHYTHO BJIMBAas €My B POT BO-
oy ¢ Jokedkd. O6e OHHU »KeJsajH, 4yToObl HeBo-
JIMH CKOpelt yMep, U 00e He CMeJId IIPU3HATHCA B
9TOM UCTUHHO 106pOM >KeJITaHUH.

PakutuH npuHOCUI EjleHe AJleKcaHIpPOBHE
eCThb, IPMHOCUJI Yal, HO OHa OTKashkIBajach. OT-



KasbIBajIach U OTHNOXHYTh.

Temeps, Korja oHa ObLIa YBepeHa, UTO MYXK
yMpeT, Kas3ajoch, el HY>KHO OBLIIO OCTaBaThCs
IIpU HEM.

Ha paccBere HeBOJIMH YCIIOKOHUJICI U [pe-
MaJl...

3anpemaJia ¥ EjleHa AjieKcaHApPOBHA.

U BpYT ee pasOyauI rosIoc My>ka.

— Jles!

W ’xeHa ¥ cHEIKAa BCKOYMIU U YBUEJIHU
HeBosinHa CUAAINM Ha IIOCTEJIH, JIUIIOM K OKHY,
U3 KOTOPOTO BPBLIBAJIMCHL CHOIIBI CBeETa IIOLHU-
MaBIIIerocs COJIHILA...

JKena nozonuia Kk HeBosinHy.

— A MHe coBceM XOpoIIo... [IorrpaBroCk... THI
paza? Jlemxa?

— A TO KaK xe?..

—Bens THI MeHsa JawbOuIIb?. He exasa...
Hesb3s 66L10... HUKaK HeJb3s?.. A 9 6B OJIHH...
OfuH... U, IIpocTH, mogyMaJ, YTO THI Jiraja B
nucbMax. IIpocth... MeH4... IIpocTH... PasBe TEHI
MorJia Osbl... CKaXku?

I'rasa yMuparIero BIIMJINCH B JIHUII0 MOJIO-
oM >KeHIIUHBI. Ka3ajloch e, 4TO B HUX ObLIH U
CTpax ¥ MoJib0Oa.



— Basepuii... Verokoics... 5 1r06s1r0 Tebs!

— 4 tax ¥ 3HaJ... O, Terlepb MHe Jiydlre... ['o-
paszo... /lait MHe 4aro... IyIIHO...

N HeBOoJMH TsDKeJIO B3LOXHYJ, PBaHYJCA K
BO3/yXy U II0BAJIHJICS.

HayTtpo y>x Tesa HeBosiHA B IIaHCHOHE He
ObLIIO.

Uepes [geHb ero II0XOPOHMIU Ha IIpeeCTHOM
KJIapaHCKOM KJIaZiOHIlle, ¥ B TOT >Ke JjleHb EjleHa
AJlexcaHApoOBHA yexaJsia.

B ToM e 110e3/ie yeXasl ¥ MOJIOZOM aHIJINYa-
HUH.



NMpuMevyaHus



1

BriepBrie — B JXypHasle “COBpeMEHHBIH MHUP”,
1901, Ne 10.

[/\/\/\]



I[To BaroHaM! ($ppaHIL,.)

[/\/\/\]
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KoxoBCcKHe ITaJI0OUKHU — CTapoe HasBaHUeE Ty6ep-
KyJIesHBIX OallWlI, OTKPBITHIX B 1882 roxmy
HeMeIIKUM 6GakTepuosoroM Pob6epToM Koxom
(1843-1910).

[/\/\A]



4

ITuIsL0H — 3aMOK, PACIIOJIOKEeHHBIM Ha MaJjleHb-
KOM OCTPOBKe B BOCTOYHOM yacTH ;KeHeBCKOTO
o3epa. B ofHOM U3 ero 1mojzeMesiii B TeUueHUe
LIeCTH JIeT OB 3aTOYEeH IIBeMI[apCKUU HaI[UO-
Ha/JbHBIN Tepor ®.BoHuBap (1493-1570), ucToO-
PHMI0 KOTOPOro baiipoH I10/I0KUI B OCHOBY CBOEM
105MBbI “IIIUILOHCKUN Y3HUK”.

[/\/\/\]
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OueHBb X0OpPOIIIO (aHIJL.).

[/\/\/\]



6

Ecix 6 TOJIBKO Hallle IIPaBUTeIbCTBO... He II0OIII-
PSUIO MUJIBEPAHOBCKHUX OpefHelN... — AJIeKCaHp
MuibepaH (1859-1943) — ppaHIy3CKUU IIOJIUTHU-
YeCcKuil fedresb. B 1892 rogy UM 6blIa OpraHu-
30BaHa IlapJaMeHTCKasd IpyIIa “paguKal-COLH-
aJIMCTOB”; OJHUM K3 OCHOBHBIX TpPeOOBaHUU HO-
BOM OpraHusaiiy OBLIO IIPOBefleHHe HaIlMOHa-
JIM3alliy HEKOTOPBIX OTpacied KPYIIHOM IIPO-
MBIIIIJIEHHOCTH.

[/\/\/\]



7

Bapgimam(besyiam) — CTapyUHHBIN JIOHTOHCKUU CY-
MacCIIe NN 0M, HasBaHHUe KOTOPOT0 CTaI0 Ha-
pHULlaTeJIbHBIM.

[/\/\/\]



8

JKesaro ycexa! (ppaHiy.)

[/\/\/\]



9

Hemnpeogosmumas cuiia (paHir.).

[/\/\/\]
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