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Masopoccurickasi 6b11b

BeceJio exaj Mostofo¥ oduIiep U3 OZHOM 3aro-
POAHOM lepeBHHY, I'Zie IIPOBeJI leHb B CAMOM IIPH-
SITHOM KPYTY - B KPYI'y TOCTEIIPUMMHBIX X035€B,
MUJIBIX UX loUepei U IIITH UJIH IIIeCTH MOJIOBIX
CBOMX TOBapwuilei. OH CIIeInJ Ha HOYb B TOPO[,
II0TOMY YTO Ha JPYTOM [ieHb JOJ/DKeH OBLI UATH B
KapayJi. JIyHa, BepHas CIIlyTHUIIA JIETHUX HOUeH
YKpPauHCKUX, Chlllajla cepeOpsiHbIM CBeT CBOM Ha
POIIUIIBI, HAa XOJMBI U IIOJISI ¥ pHCcOBaja B30py
IIpeJIeCTHble KapTHHEI, [OIOJHSEMBIe NBLIKUM
BOOOpa>keHUEeM.

Jluxasg TporKa KOHeH OBICTPO HecJla KaTKUe
OPOXXKHU oduliepa. BApyr, Ha IIOBOPOTE OKOJIO Of-
HOI'O OBpara, 4Tro-TO 4YepHoe, JiesKaBIllee II0YTH
Ha caMOM Jjopore, MeJIbKHYJIO B IJIa3a IIyIJIMBBIX
KOHeM; KOHU BCIIOJIOXHYJIUCh, PBAHYJIUCH U, He
4ys BOXOKel Kyudepa, OpPOCHUINCH B CTOPOHY C
OO0JIBIIION OPOTH, II0 PHITBMHAM M KouKaM. Ky-
yep CJIeTeJI C CBOero MecCTa, 0QUIlep II0UTH BCIe],
3a HUM - U KOHUM CKOPO CKPBIJIMCH U3 IJIas.

He 4yBCTByd HHUKakKoro ymuba, MesbCKUY -
TaK HasbIBaJICd OQHIIEp - BCTAJ, OTPAXHYJCI U



IoIlesI OTBICKUBATL CBOEro Kyuepa, KOTOPOTO
CKOpO HalllesI TaK)Ke Ha HOTaX U B JO6POM 3/10P0-
Bbe. O6a OHM yIlaJIkd Ha MATKUM YepHO3eM U pas-
LleJIaJINCh TOJIBKO HEBOJILHBEIM CBOMM IIOJIETOM.
ITo3mHO OBIJIO UCKATh JIOIITAZEH; Ta U T/ie UX Hal-
Tu? I[loueMy oduriiep, co Bcel 6ecriey-HOCTHIO
MOJIOJBIX JIET, OCTaBsl Ha IIPOU3BOJI Cy/leb KOHel
CBOMX U KOJIECHUILY, 3aX0TeJI y3HATh, UTO OBLIO
IPUYUHOI UX UCITyTAa.

- IBaH,- TOBOPUJI OH Ky4epy, IIeAIIeMy BCIe],
3a HUM,- KaK ThI JyMaelllb, Yero HUCIIYIaJucCh JIO-
mragu?

- [lomunyiiTe, cymapsb, fa Kak U He HUCIIYIaTh-
Ccs1: Ha Jopore JiexkaJia IieJias cTas BOJIKOB!

- Tpyc! HemapoM roBopsT: y CTpaxa IJja3a Be-
JIUKH.

- [la 1IpaBo, CyZapb, UX OBLIO II0 KpaliHel Me-
pe IIapeI ABe MIH TPH.

- [lepecTanb 60JITaTH IyCTOE; €CJIH 6 3TO OBI-
JIX BOJIKH, TO Y>KJIM THI JyMaelllb, YTO OHU U He
IIOIIIeBEeJIbHYJIUCH OBl B TO BpeMs, KOIZla MbI CO
CTYKOM IIPOHECJIUCh MUMO HUX?

- BoJia Baa, cyzapsb, a g caM BH/[EJI C II0JIIHO-
JKUHEI IJ1a3, KOTOPhIe ropesiy, KaK yrojbs.

- ITostHo, mosiHO! TEI BHUIEsI B TpaBe KakKo-



ro-HUOyAb CBeTJIIKa WU U BOBCE HUYEro He BU-
man. CTymad 3a MHOIO: IIOMIeM [OBeIbIBAaThCH,
YTOo TaM OBLIO.

- Jla xak, cymapb! IIpy MHe HHU TOIIOpa, HU
OO0JIBIIIOTO KJIF0Ya OT KOJIeC: BCE 3TO B APOKKaX.

- [Ipu TeGe TBOM KHYT, a 3a IIOSICOM BHXKY Y Te-
051 OOJIBIIIOM CKJIAAHOM HOMK: 3TOTO OYeHbL ]I0-
BOJILHO. CTymai 3a MHOIO, ¥ 60JIbIIIe HU CJI0BA.

He cMmed ociaymaThcs cBoero 6apuHa, MBaH
IIOIIIeJI 3a HUM, B3sIB B 00e pyKH 006a CBOH OpPY-
>KUs, TI0BeCs TOJIOBY U Bopua cebe I10]] HOC.

MeJIbCKUH U caM U3 IIPefOCTOPOKHOCTU BEI-
HYJI IIIIIaTry ¥ OKHUABIBAJI B3OPOM JOPOTY BIlepequ
ce6s1. HeGOJIBIIIOTO TPyZa CTOUJIO eMy OTBhICKaTh
4epHOe CTpallInille FIBaHa U Jiolafieii: TO ObLI
YeJIOBEK; OH Jie)KaJl Ha Kpar JOPOorH, II0/HKaB
HOTH IIOJ, IIaThe U YKyTaB I'0JIOBY PYKOIO, U, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, CIIAJI KPEeIIKUM CHOM,

- BcraBali, mbgHUIIA, - KpUUal eMy MeJb-
CKHMH, TOJIKas ero o 60K HOCKOM caliora.

- IIpguuia? He 9 npgHMIla, a TBOM IJlasa
OXMeJIeJif,- OTBedaJs TI'pyObIM, XpPUIIOBAaThIN TO-
JIOC.

- BcraBamt j>Ke, IIOKaMeCT Te0sI He IIOMHSIH
HeBOJIEIO.



- OctaBbp MeHs! Tebe 3aBHIHO, YTO S 37eCh

CILIIO B YHCTOM IIOJIe, © CAMOMY IIPHUXOJHUT 0X0Ta
I1oJIeKaTh Ha CBIPOM 3emJle. A BOT, IIOFOXKIHU C
HeJleJIbKY, TOIZla U s B CBOM 4epes]; Tebe IIOMe-
LIA0...
- Hy, Kak Xouelllb, IIpUATeJb, a 1 TeOs BEHI-
TPEe3BJIIO,- CKa3asl MeJIbCKUM, IIPUHUMAs ero 3a
IbSIHOI'0, KOTOPBIM I'PE3HJI C XMeJId...- FIBaH, I10/-
HUMHU ero!

- He pmorparuBayica [0 MeHs, XaM!- cKasal
MHUMO IIbSIHBIM U IIOCIIEIITHO BCTAJI Ha HOT'H.

ITO O6BLT YeJI0BEK BBICOKOIO POCTA, C IIeTUHU-
CTOI0 OOpPO/I0I0 M BCKJIOKOYEHHBIMH Ha T0JIOBE
BOJIOCAMH. JIUITO ero 6BLI0 6JIeHO K CyX0 U IIPH
JIYHHOM CBeTe Kas3aJIoCh KaK Obl MepTBBIM; MYT-
HEble, OpojdIIie I1asa ero I0KasblBad, UYTO IO-
JIOBA €ro He B CAaMOM 3[J0POBOM COCTOSTHHUH.

- A, 1a 9TO HAaIll IIOJIOYMHBIM,- BCKpHYAJl KY-
4yep, OUYHYBIIHCEH OT CTpaxa,- B TOpojie 30BYT €ro
Bacuib LypHBIA.

- AypHBIH!-IOAXBATHI Bacuib, IepenpasHU-
Basd Kydepa.- IIpaBga, Bacuib He o61mKaeT Gef-
HBIX JIOLIaZlel ¥ He IIPoJaeT UX CeHa M 0BCa Ha
CTOPOHY, He 6beT II0HAaIIpacHy 6eJHOro Ko3Jja Ha
KOHIOIIIHE, He XOUT B Kabak I10 HouaM U He Opa-



HUT TaliKOM CBOero 6apuHa. Bacuib 6ouUTCd 60-
ra, XOOQUT B IIePKOBb, YATAeT MOJIUTBEI U II0ET
CTUXUPBHIL; Bacuib )KUBeT IIoflassHUEM, a 60Ke 13-
6aBU ero KpacTh WX 0OMaHBIBaTh.

Bo BCI0 3Ty peub Kyudep CTOSUI KaK caM He
CBOM, I10BeCs TOJIOBY U YTYII IJIa3a B 3eMJII0, KaK
OyATO MCKaJl 4ero-To II0J HOraMu. MeJibCKUH
MeXKIy TeM yJIblbajica U IIOIJIAbIBAJI TO Ha KyYe-
pa, TO Ha II0JIOYMHOTI0, KOTOPBIM CTOSI 6e3 IIJIS-
IIbI, B YePHOM, JJINHHOM ILJIaThe TOJICTOTO CYKHA,
CIIIUTOM HaIloZo61e MOHAIIeCKOIo IIOJPSICHUKA;
IIOATIOSACAH OH OBLI Y3KMM peMHEM C yKeJIe3HOI0
prKaBoro IPSHKKOI; 00yBU Ha HeM BOBCe He Obl-
JIO; B PYKe JeprKajl OH JUIMHHYIO ITaJIKy C BBIpe-
3aHHBIMH Ha KOpe ee y30paMHu.

- IBaH,- ckasas MeJbCKUI Ky4uepy,- CTyIIall B
Ty CTOPOHY, KyZa ybekaIu JIolllasu, U cTapancs
HUX OTBICKATB!

- Crymait! - IIpUMOJIBUJI HOPOAUBBIN.- Hait-
[lelllb ¥ He BO3bMeIllb; 0T30BYTCA U He TafyTCs.

Kyuep oTIipaBMJICSA UCKATh JIOIIa/iel, a MeJlb-
CKHH IIOIIesI II0 ZOopore K ropoay. IIosIoyMHBIN,
He 0TCTaBas OT Hero, IlleJI IIUPOKUMHU CKOPBIMU
mraraMu, pasMaxuBasg U OIIHMpPAasiCh CBOEI0 I1aJl-
KO0, ¥ HalleBaJI AyXOBHEIe ITecHU. C MeJbCKUM



OH He 3aBOJHJI pasroBopa.

MeJIbCKUI BOCIIMTAH ObLI B HBIHEIIIHEM BeKe
U II0-HBIHEIlIHEMY, CJIe[j0BaTeJbHO, BOBCe 6e3
IpeapaccyiKoB. Ho CTpaHHBIN ero CIyTHUK BCe-
JISJI B HETO KaKoe-TO He3HaKOMO€ YyBCTBO: TO
OBLI He CyeBepHBIM CTpaxX U He IIOfl03peHHe, a
He4YTO MeXJy TeM U JApYIUM. I'pyOblH, CHUIIOBa-
TBIA TOJIOC IIOJIOYMHOIO M YHBIBHBIE HalleBBI
CTUXWP M3 MaHUXUABLI Tep3alHn CJIYX MOJIOLOIO
obHIlepa U pasIWBaIX B [Ayllle er0 TOCKY HeIlo-
HATHYIO.

Bo Bcro mopory Bacuib el U He TOBOPHJI HU
cJIoBa;, MeJjib-CKHUIM MoJIUaJI U KaK OBl 00sICS 3a-
BeCTH C HUM pasroBop. TakuM 06pasoM IIPHOLI-
JIL OHHU K TOPOJACKOM 3acTaBe. HacOBOM OKJIHK-
HYJI Y, B3IJIIHYB Ha MYHAUDP U Ha JIUI0 MeJb-
CKOrO, IIOYTHUTEJBbHO JaJI €My [A0pOory; HO, KakK
MOKHO OBUIO 3aMeTHTh B CBETJIYIO JIYHHYIO
HOYb, COJIZAT Ka3aJICd yAHUBJIEHHELIM, YBUJS CBO-
ero IT0JIKa OQHIlepa IIeIIKOM U C TaKUM CTPaH-
HBIM TOBapHILEM.

- Bamre 6s1aropopue,- cKasaJsl BIIOJIT0JIOCA CIIY-
JKUBBIH, IIOA0UAA K MeJbCKOMY,-He IIpHUKa’keTe
JIA 3a/iepKaTh 3TOro 6pomdary? OH MHOrza pas
ABajIaTh 3a HOYBL IIPOXOAMUT TyJa M HasaJ upes



3acTtaBy, 4 60T 3HaeT, UTO y Hero 3a Jejia U Bce
JI 06poe Ha yme?

- Bpomary! - TpoMKO CKasaj II0JIOYMHBIR.- A
3ajlepyKajl JIA THl TOIO0 OpPOZIATY, KOTOPBIM KO-
raa-To 6e3 crpoca OTJIydasics OT II0JIKa U IBUJICA
TOIZIa, KaK ero 3a Iler0 IIPUBOJIOKIN? EMy OBl I1a-
JIOUKH, IIaJIOUYKH... MHOTO, MHOTO! bjaro, 4To Ko-
MaHUP N0OPBIN, I10KajIesI ero CIIMHBL.

ConpaT ocrosibeHes, a MeJbCKUN C YAUBIIE-
HHEeM CMOTpeJI Ha I0pOJHUBOro. EMy CTpaHHO Ka-
3aJI0Ch, KaK 4YeJIOBeK, JIUIIIEeHHBIU II0JIHOTO YIIO-
TpebjleHHs yMa, MOI 3HAThb BCe TaWHBI JIHOZEH,
II0UTU BOBCEe eMy He3HaKOMBIX?

IToJIOyMHBIF, OKOHYa CBOI0 pedyb, IIOLIeJ
IIPeXHUM CBOHMM IIIarOM BJIOJIb II0 yJIuIle. MeJb-
CKAM CKOpPO [IOrHaJI ere; M3 JIIOOOIIBITCTBA JIH,
WU II0 JPYIroMy KaKOMy IIOOY’KIEHHI0, OH pe-
IIHJICA C HUM 3aTOBOPHUTE.

- I'le THI KUBEIIb?-CIIPOCUJI OH Y II0JIOYMHO-
ro.

- [Tox, He60M Ha 3eMJle,- OTPBIBUCTO OTBEYAJl
Bacuib.

- Bepro; HO r71e TBOM IoM?

- 3ech HeT; a TaM! - cCKasasl IPOLUBLIY, II0]-
HAB [IaJIKy BBEpPX U 0UepTs el II0JIKpyra B BOS3-



nyxe.
- I'me >ke TBOM HOWIET?

- T'me 60T IIpUBeEET.

- Tak HOUyH y MeH$; g Te6sI HaKOPMJIIO...

- /la, HAaKOpPMHUIIEL! - TPyOO IIepepBajl IOPOAU-
BBIM:-CETOHS IIATHUIIA, a Y Tebqd Ha CTOJIe TO KY-
pOYKa, TO yTOUKa.

- X0poI1Io; g Besr0 Tebe IOAATh Uero-HUOynab
HEeCKOPOMHOIO; HAaIlO0 Tebs [00pBIM BHHOM,
IaM Tebe XOPOIIYIO II0CTeJIIO.

- Bacuib mibeT BoAy; Bacuib CHUT Ha roJion
3eMJle WM Ha IoMoOCTe. /la IIyCTh II0-TBOEMY:
OBLI0 He OBLJIO - HOYYIO Y TeOSI.

/1o KBapTUpHI odullepa HU OH, HU IOPOJUBBIN
He TOBOPHJIU 60JIbIlle HU c10Ba. OfeThIN [eHIIU-
KOM ciyra MeJbCKOro OTBOPHJI [BEPh Ha CTYK
CBOEro rOCIIOWHA U 4YyTh OBLJIO He YPOHUJ CBe-
4M, OTCTYISA Hasal, KoIja YBHUAes, KaKOro rocTd
O6apuH IIpUBEJI C COO0I0.

- Bacuiib He Jieliuii! - cKasaJl IIOCIIEIITHO H0POo-
OUBBIA.- OH OpOLUT II0 HOYAM, a He IaTaeTcs. A
IIyllle B JlaBKaX HUYero He 3abupaeT B JOJIT Ha
Yy>KOH CcUeT.

JIoBKUH ciIyra JAyMajl OTZHeaThCs MeITHBIM
J160M. OH YCMeXHYJICA ¥ 000POTHIICS, UTOOBI CBe-



TUTBH CBOEMY OapHHY I10 JIECTHHUIIE.

- CMeticd! - BopyaJ I0pOAUBEIM, KakK OyATO caM
c cobor.- 3amravelllb, ¥ ropbKo 3alayellb, U
00 3Ty X caMyIo II0pYy.

MeJIbCKUM B3IJIIHYJI Ha HOPOAMBOrO; HO OH
yoKe IfenTal U, Kak BUJHO ObLIO, MOJIUTBEI, IIO-
TOMY YTO OT BPeMEHH /10 BpeMeHHU KPeCTHJICI U
HaKJIOHSI TOJIOBY.

- BeceJ1o, cBeTJIO, KpacHO! - cKasaJy OH, BOUIA
B KOMHAaTBL- MHOTO Ka3HbI, MHOTO Ka3HBI! - U 3a-
T1eJI CTAPUHHYIO [IeCHB 0 OJIYZHOM ChIHE:

O rope MHe, I'peIIHUKY CYIIY

T'ope, 6s1arvx fes1 He UMYILTY.

ITo mprkasaHUI0 MeJIbCKOIO Y>KHH JIJISI I0PO-
OUBOrO OBLI IIPUTOTOBJIEH; HO OH eJl TOJIbKO
XJjle6, a IIWJI BOAY W O4YeHb HEeMHOro BHUHA. Bo
BpeMs Y)KHMHa OH MOJIYaJl U TOJIBKO WHOITIA [ie-
JiaJl Hab0KHble BOCK/IUIIAHUS; II0TOM, IIOMOJISACH
6ory u mob6Jiarofaps X03sgWHa, OH cKasasl: "Te-
Ieps fAall MHe HOuIer IOGJIMKe K JBepsM, UTo
Ha yiuny. Korga MHe Hajmo6HO 6yneT HUATH, A
pasby>Ky KOro-HUOyAbL M3 TBOUX JIKOJEN U BeJI0
3a cobo0r0 3arepeTh ABepH. Ellle yBUAUIIL MeHH,
U ellle, U ellle; Torga Bacuib cka>keT Tebe 60JIb-
1I10€e cracubo U IOoMIeT JaleKo, JaaeKo - OTCIZa



He BUAHO!"

OH BbIOpaJI cebe HOUJIET B IIepeHeN U paclio-
JIOKUJICA Ha TI0JIy V CaMbIX ABepei. MesbCKU
OCTaHOBUWJICA U CMOTpEJI, YTO OH OyJeT JeJaTh.
IOpOoaUBEIN I0JITO U C TEIUIO0 BEPOK MOJIUJICH,
CTOd Ha KOJIEHIX W 4YacTO IIOAHUWMAas PYKH K
HeOy; II0TOM, I10JI0’Ka Ha II0JIy IIOJ TOJIOBY cebe
JaHHYI0 eMy IIOAYIIKY ¥ OTKHHYB Ha CTOPOHY
BCHO IIPOYYI0 IIOCTEJII0, OH JIET He pas/ieBasiCh U B
Ty ’Ke MUHYTY 3aKpBLI IJ1a3a.

MeJbCKHM TaKyKe IIOIIeJ B CBOIO CIAJBHIO U
Jier B IiocTesro. OH IyMaJsl, 4YTO YTOMJIEHHE OT 3a-
TOPOJHBIX €r0 Pe3BOCTeM U TAHIEB U OT HEBOJIb-
HOTO IIellIeX0/ICTBA JACT eMy KPeIlIKUU U CIIOKOM-
HBIM COH, HO 06MaHyJicd. CTpaHHBIM BUJ CTPaH-
HOI'O ero rocCTs, ero CJa0Ba, B KOTOPBIX OH OTYa-
CTU OTKpPBIBAJI, YTO CIAYYUIOCHh U YTO CIIYUYUTCSH
BIIEpe/l, He BBIXOUJIN U3 I'0JI0BBI MOJIOOTO OQU-
epa. OH BCSIUECKH CTapasicd YBePUTH cebsl, UTO
CJI0Ba IIOJIOYMHOIO OBLIM OOBIKHOBEHHBIM IIO-
CJIe[ICTBHEM PacCTPOEHHOM Ir'0JIOBEI, UYTO TaM, I/ie
OH Kak 0yATo 661 HaMeKaJl Ha Jiejia, KOTOphIe eMy
He MOTJIM OBbITh U3BECTHBI, TOBOPWJI OH Hayauy,
3Hag 06IlMe ITOBAJKHU CJIYT, U UTO CKa3aHHOe UM
COJIZATY MOT OH KaK-HUOYAb YC/BIIIATH OT ero



COCJIY>KHBIIEB; CO BCeM TeM IOPOJUBBIN OecIipe-
CTaHHO IIPeACTAaBJIJICA €r0 BOOOPa’keHHIO.
Heckoyibko pa3 MeJIbCKHM 3aBOJHII IJ1a3a U IIPH-
HYy>KZ1aJl cebs1 YCHYThb; HO eMy OBLJIO TaK IYIIIHO,
KOMHAaTa ero TeCHMUJIa, CTeHbl KaK OYATO CoKUMa-
JINCh BOKPYT KPOBATH, U II0TOJIOK HaJ/l HEI IIPU-
rubaJics K 1oJsy. B gocazse MesbCKHUI BOpo4aJCH,
OpaHUI cebs 3a 3Ty HEM3BECTHYIO eMy Jocesie
€1ab0CTh ¥ CHOBA 3aKpbIBaJI IJIa3a; HO eCJIA MHO-
I7a 3abbIBajICd, KakK Ilepefi CHOM, TO BH/J I0PO/H-
BOTIO, ero 6JieflHble BIIaJble II[eKH, er0 MpadyHbIA
B3IJIAZ, U Opojdlye IJ1a3a, ero BBICOKUM CTaH,
BBIPACTAaBIIIMHY BEIIIIE M BRIIIE M, HAKOHEII, IIpe-
BpPAaILaBIIUICA B UCIIOJIMHCKHUH, HEOTCTYIIHO OBI-
JIL B MeYTax MOJIOJIOI0 opuIlepa ¥ MyYHJIH €To,
Kak 6pef ropsuyku. To 4yguaoCh €My, UTO IOpO-
OUBBLIM XBaTaeT ero 3a PYKY >KUJIKCTOI0, CYXOI0
CBOEI0 PYKOI0 HJIM YTO OH HAKJIOHSIETCS K HEMY
Ha U3T0JI0OBbE U TOBOPUT I'PYOBIM, XPUILIBIM CBO-
UM roJyiocoM: "BcTaBai, g IIpUIles IIOMeIaTh Te-
6e JI0KUTBCA". MeJIbCKUM B3[JparuBaJl U BCKaKHU-
BasI. HakoHell, BU/s, UTO He MOXKET IIPUHEBO-
JIUTH cebs YCHYTh, OH IIPUIIOAHSIICS, CeJl Ha IIO-
CTeJle W Hayall B MBICJIX [JOMCKHUBATHCSI €CTe-
CTBEHHOM IIPUYUHBI CBOEW 6€CCOHHUIILI U HeJle-



IBIX I'pe3, KOTOpEIe ero TPeBOXKMJIM. "Tak, - Ha-
KOHeIl CKa3aJl OH caM ce0Oe, - HeT HUYEIro ecTe-
CTBEHHee: U3JIMIIIHee B KEHUe IIPUBEJIO Cero-
IOHS KPOBb MOK B BOJIHEHHUE; 3TO BpeMeHHBIHN
HepBUYECKUU IpUIazoK. CMeIIHOo, YTO s, COJI-
IlaT, He pPoOEeBIIMM HU IIyJib, HU IITHIKOB, pac-
cTpouJ cebe BooGparkeHUe B3JOPHBIM OpeioM, U
0T Yero >K? OT II0JIOYMHOro!" Paccykzmass TaKuM
obpa3oM, MeJIbCKUM YCIIOKOWJICI; HO YTOOBI
BIIOJIHE Pas3yBepUTH Cebs, YTO HOPOAUBLIU eMy
BOBCe He CTpallleH, OH BCTaJI, B3sUI TOPEBIIYIO B
OPyroli KOMHaTe HOYHYIO CBedy U IIOIIeJ B IIe-
pefHIOK. /[0Ir0 CMOTpeJsI OH Ha CTPaHHOIO BU-
HOBHUKA CBOeMW 6eCcCOHHUIIBI. FOpOAMBEIN CIlasl
KpeIIKUM CHOM, Ha JIUIle ero BUJHO OBLIO CIIO-
KOMCTBHE YHCTOM COBECTH H JIeTcKas 0e33ab0T-
HOCTB; TOJILKO pa3 CKBO3b COH IIPOBeJI OH TyZa U
CI0Zla PYKOI0 Ilepef, JIUIIOM, KaK O6yATo 6bI 0TMa-
XuBas OT cebsd UTO-TO HeIpHUSATHOe. MesbCKUM
BO3BpPAaTUJICA B CIIaJIbHIO U JIET OITh B IIOCTEJIb;
Ha 3TOT pas IIPUpOfa B3sja CBOe; OH HadaJl 3a-
CBIIIaTh, KaK BAPYT IIOCJBIIIAJIOCH €My, UTO Haf,
TOJIOBOIO Yy HEero 4YTo-TO 3aTpelaso; CTeHbl Kak
O6yATO 6BI OOPYIIMJINCH U QAN C IPOTSDKHBIM
ryjoM. OH CHOBa BCKOYMJI W, He IIPHUIIMCHIBasg



9TOTO0 MeuTe, a KaKOMy-HHUOyJb IIIyMy-B JIOMe,
OIISITH B35JI CBeYy, IIPOIIIesICs 110 BCeM KOMHaTaM
U ellle pa3 B3IJAHYJI Ha IOPOJUBOIO, KOTOPHIA
craJl, Kak U Ipexk/e; Bce foMalllHue MeJbCKOro
TaK’Ke IIOIPY’KeHBI OBIIU B IIyOOKHUM COH, B [I0-
Me BCe OBLIO THXO M CIIOKOMHO, Bce yOOpHI, BCe
BelllH CTOSLJIM B I1eJIOCTH Ha CBOUX MecTax. ITociie
cero ocMoTpa MeJIbCKUM yIlles B CBOK0 KOMHATY
U Ha 3TOT pas3 CIIOKOMHO IIPOCIIaJl 0 CAMOI0 TOI0
BpeMeHH, KaK C/Iyra BoIlleJl HallOMHUTb eMy, YTO
BpeMs cobupaThCsa B KapayJl.

- A BUepalrHUY HAIl YyAaK?-CIIPOCHJ MeJlb-
CKHH.

- OH y1IeJ1, cyflaphk, KyAa ele 10 coIHIa. YyTh
Hayvaso 6pe3’KUTHCS, OH pa3dyauI MeHs, 4Tob s
3arep 3a HUM JiBepb, U BeJlesl TOJIbKO [JOJIOKUTH
BaM, 4YTO CKOpPO CKa’keT BaM OO0JIbIIIOEe CIIachbo
3a Bally xJ1e6-CoJIb.

- Bce s 11eJ10 B loMe?-cIipocuyl MeJIbCKUH, He
XOTS IIPSIMO CIIPOCHUTH O IIIyMe, KOTOPBIM I10CIBI-
I1aJIcsl eMy HOYbIO.

- Bce, cymaps,- oTBevdasl ciayra II0YTH CKBO3b
3yOBl, IIPUHSAB, YTO BOIIPOC CeM OTHOCHJICA Ha
cueT Bacuisg.- 3TOT AypadyoK HUUYETo He YHOCHT,
I7le SHIOET MJIM HOYyeT, KaK OBl UTO IJIOXO HHU



JIEZKAJIO.

- 51 He 0 TOM CIIpaIlIKBalo, - CKasaa MeJIbCKHH,
JaB Ipyrou BHJ CBOEMY BOIIpOCY.- IIpHitesn ju
Ky4ep, U HAIIUIKCE JIK JIOLIIa{H?

- Kyuep mpuimes, cygapb, TOJIbKO 6e3 JIOIlIa-
nei. OH 3[lech B IIepefHeH, J0KHaeTcsa, Koraa
HU3BOJIUTE BBIMTH.

MeJibCKUE BeJieJs II03BaTh Kyuyepa, KOTOPBIA
pacckasblBall eMy, YTO B OJHOM HeOO0JIBIIIOM JIeC-
Ky CJIBIIIAJ PrKaHUe U capliaHbe JIOIIajiel, Ho 3a
TEMHOTOI0 OT 3aKaTa Mecdlld, 3a I'YCTHIMH KY-
CTapHHKaMH ¥ BaJIe;KHUKOM HHKAaK He MOT IIPO-
OpaTbCad K TOMY MeCTY; YTO CTpax OT BOJIKOB IIO-
MelIllajI eMy JTOKAAaThbCs TaM yTpa, HO UTO OH Te-
IIeph JKe OIIATh UAET TyJa.

[TIo6bpaHa U oTOC/IaB Ky4yepa, MeJbCKUM OfieJl-
Csl, BBIIIIEJI B IPYTYI0 KOMHATY U B3IJIAHYJI B OK-
Ho. TaM yBH/IeJI OH, UTO JIOIIIaH €ro 1 C JPOrKKa-
MH MYa/INCh BO BCIO IIPBHITH II0 YJIHMIE M BIPYT
OCTaHOBMJIMCE Ilepex oMoM. IMH CMeJIo U JIOB-
KO IIpaBHJI IOPOJUBBIM, a Kydep 6e’kas CIIe[OM.
OcaziiB ¥ 0CTaHOB4 JIOIIa/el Ha BceM Gery, I0po-
OUBBIN CHaJl BOXCKH IIOJOCIEBIIEMY Kydepy, a
caM IIoLIeJI B KOMHATY K MeJILCKOMY.

- Mos 6ef1a, XOTb He MOsI BUHA,- CKa3aJI OH BO-



IefIIuM.- Bacuib moIpaBUi, KaK yMes; BOT
TBOU KOHU U KOJIECHHUIIA: KOE-YTO II00OUTO U IIO-
pacTtepsHo. /la ThI He TOpIOelllb; Y Tebs JIUIITHUX
py6Jieit MHOTO, MHOTO - XOTh 32 OKHO Meuu! Tak
IIOUTHU THI U [lejIaelllb.

- Jla TBI IIOYeMY 3TO 3HAElIb?-CIIPOCHJI €ro
MeJIbCKUH.

- 3Har, 3Har! Bacuip Bce 3HaeT: TaK eMy Ha
pozy HamucaHo. IlecTpeHbKHMe KapTOUKM MHOTIO
TIHYT pyOJIeil 110 3eJIeHOMY CYKHY; a TaM U IIU-
pBL, U 3aTeu, U 60r BecThb!.. IIpaBpa: Iojaelb
TPHUBEHKH HUIINUM, U MHOTO... XOPOIIIO, XOPOLIIO,
He IIpomagyT!

- BoT U Tebe rpuBeHKa 3a TO, YTO OTHICKAJ U
IIpUBeJI MOUX JIOIIa/lel,- cKasasl MeJIbCKUH, I10-
IlaBas eMy YepBOHeLl.

- Ctacu6o! Kpacen, kpaceH! MHoro cBeu 60ry,
MHOI'0 I'PUBEHOK 6paThbsiM, MOJIBUJI IOPOJUBBIH,
Ilep>Ka 4yepBOHeIl Ha JIaJOHU U CMOTPS Ha Hero.-
Crracub6o, miporraii!

MeJIbCKUU XOTeJI er0 OCTaHOBUTH, HO OH yiKe
yIIIeJsI; TIOCJIaHHBIM CIyra KJIMKaJ ero Ha YJIHIIE,
HO OH He OIVIAAbIBAsChH IlIeJI PasMallUuCThIM CKO-
PBIM CBOMM IIIarOM U pacIieBajl CTUXUPEL.

B ocTaToK 3TOr0 AHSI HUYEro 0COOeHHOro He



CIYYMUJIOCH C MeJbCKHM, TaK KaK U B CJIeyIo-
IIYe 3a TeM JHU; OH II0OYTHU I103a0bLI O HPOLU-
BOM, KOTOPBIM U CaM He SIBJISJICI U He BCTpeyall-
csa eMy. Ha 11ecToil eHb OH cobHupasica BedepoM
Ha 6as K 60raToil U POCKOIIHOM rpaduHe Bep-
CKOM; y>Ke OH CaJIuJICd Ha JPO’KKHU, YT0O eXaTh K
rpaduHe, KaK BAPYT YBHUE HUAYIIETO 10 YIUIle
Bacuiig, KOTOpBIM pasMaxXxuBaJjl CBOeIO I1aJIKOI0 U
IaBaJ eMy 3HAaK IIOJ0KAAThb. MeJbCKUY, sKeJas
y3HaTh, UTO U3 TOTO OyZeT, BeJsiesl Ky4dyepy IIpHU-
OCTaHOBUTHCH.

- IIocTo, IIOBOPOTH OIJIOOJIH,- CKa3aa TOPO-
OUBBIY, Tofoiasa K oduuepy.-Illogane oTryna:
TaM TeCHO, AYIITHO; TaM BCe BEPTUTCA - U HOTU U
rojioBa. 3aKpy>KHIIILCS - 3a0yIelIbCs; Ha Ceplle
OJIHO, a Ha SI3bIKe Apyroe. SI3BIK HAIll - Bpar Halll:
IIpeXxne yMa phIIIeT.

MeJIbCKUU YCMEeXHYJICI U, 3aHATHINA 0XKUaB-
IIIMMH ero BeCeJIOCTIMHU, OPOCHUJI HEeCKOJIBKO Ce-
PpeOpsIHBIX eHer IPOAUBOMY, 3aKpHUYajl Kydepy:
"Crynai!" - 1 CKOpO IIpoCKakaJl 1o yaurne. OfgHa-
KO 7K, I10 HEBOJIbHOMY [ABM>KEHUI0, OH OTJIIHYJICS
IpU IIOBOPOTE B APYTYIO YJIAUIY U YBUEJ, UYTO
IOPOJIVBBIM, CTOS BCe HAa TOM >Ke MeCTe, B3IJITHYJI
Ha Heb0 M pasMaxHyJ 00eMMU pyKaMHU BpO3b,



Kak OyAaTo OBl XOTeJ CKasaTh: Ja OyaeT BOJSA
TBO!

B mymy mpasgHecTBa MesbCKHM CKOPO I103a-
OB HEIIPUATHOE BIleUaTJ/IeHHe, OCTaBJIeHHOEe B
HEeM BHe3allHBIM II0SIBJIEHHEM, CJI0OBaMU U BbIPa-
3UTeJIbHBIM TeJIOJBMKEHUEM IOpPOoauBOro. OH
OB OTMEHHO BeceJI, IITyTJIUB U TaHIleBaJl OUeHb
MHOro. Meskiy [AeBUIlaMH, YKpalllaBIIMMHU CO-
6or 6aJs, oTiMyasachk OT BcexX Codbsl JlaCTHH-
CKas, OCbMHaJIIaTHIeTHSASI KpacaBuIlla, 6oraTtas
HeBeCTa U JIydlllasg TaHIIOBINUIIA B ropope. Co-
¢bs1 OblIa XOPOIIO BOCIIMTAHA, YMHA, C JOOPHIM
CepAlleM; HO Ha BCe 39TH J0Ophle KauecTBa Ha-
OpachlBajii TEMHYIO CETKY ee KOKeTCTBO, BeTpe-
HOCTh HWJIH, JydYllle CKa3aTh, JIETKOMBICJIHWE U
HeBO3/lep>KHasi 0X0Ta IIOCTPOUTH SI3BIUOK Ha Uy-
JKOH cueT. MeJIbCKUI UMeJI U CaM 3Ty OCJIEHIOI0
c1aboCTh, U IIOTOMY Ha BCeX 6Oajax, Ifie UM CIIy-
4aJIoCh OBITH BMECTE, B TaHIIAX U MeXKIy TaHI[a-
MU OHHU BCerja HaxXOJWIH CJIydad COOOIIUTh
OPYT APYTY KOJIKKE CBOU 3aMeYaHUs Hac4yeT JIPY-
TUX TaHI[OBIIIUKOB M TAHIIOBIIHII, MHOIMA, IIO-
TJIsabIBasi Ha 60CTOHHBIE M BHCTOBEIE CTOJIHK,
nepe6GuUpaii OHU CHUJEBIINX 34 HUMU CMEIIHBIX
CTapylleK M CIOPIIUKOB-CTAPUYKOB. YacTO $3-



BUTeJIbHAsI yJIbI0OKa MeJbCKOTO0 WU TPOMKHUMN
HEeOCTOpPOXHBIM cMmex Codpu o6IHMYanu Teper
OPYTUMH TO, YTO OHU TOBOPHWJIHU MeXKAY COOO0I0
BIIOJITOJIOCA, @ IPOBUHITUAIbHAS II[eKOTJIUBOCTD
3acTaBjsla MHOTHX AyMaTb, M 4acTO BIIOIIAJ,
YTO TYT TOBOPHJIOCH HA UX CYET. 3a UTO B OTILJIA-
Ty MCTHUTeJIbHOE CaMOJII0OKe OCMeSTHHBIX HMH
WA CYUTABIIHUX Ce6sl OCMesTHHBIMU Ha3BaJlo UX
HepasJIy4dHbIMH. U B caMOM [ieJie, IITy TSI Haf, APY-
rumy, Codpps He obpalllajia BHUMaHUS Ha cebd:
OHa He 3aMeuaJsia, KaK 4aCcTO X HEOCTOPOYKHO HC-
KaJia Iy1a3aMH MeJIbCKOT0 MeXXy TaHIIYIOIINMH,
KaK 4acTo CaJinjlach M00JaJdb OT JPYTHX, UTOOHI
npubepeyb eMy MecCTo IIo/iIe ce6si. MesIbCKUIL He
OB U3 TeX MOJIOABIX CaMOJIIOOIEB, KOTOpHIE
BCSIKYI0 MaJIo3HAyYalllyl0 6JIar0CKJIOHHOCTD IIPH-
ro)kel >KeHIIMHBI IepeTOJKOBBIBAIOT B CBOIO
I10JIb3Y, OHAKO >K CTOJIb SIBHOE K HEMY IIPEZIIO-
uyreHre CobU He YKpPBLIOCH OT HaO6JII0[aTesIb-
HBIX IJ1a3 ero; OH U caM YyBCTBOBAJI K Hell HEKO-
TOpoe ByeueHHe: Codbs ObLIAa MOJIOAA, IIpeKpac-
Ha, 06pa3oBaHa, C JKUBBIM, IIBLJIKUM YMOM... HO,
II0 CTPAaHHOMY IIPOTUBOPEYHUI0 CepeYHBIX
CKJIOHHOCTEeM, Bce UX OTHOIIEHUS IPYT K IPYTy
OTPaHUUYMBAINCH B3aMMHOK OXOTOK IIyTUTH



HacueT npyrux. Ceparie MeabCKOIO [0 CHUX IIOpP
MOJTHaJIO0 MM UcKaio B Codbe APYrux KayecTs,
JIy4llle TeX, KOTOpble OH 3HaJI B HeX 110 CBETCKO-
My 3HaKOMCTBY.

JIeTKO MOJKHO [0rafiaThCs, YTO U Ha Oase y
rpa¢uHU BepCcKoil HepasydHble CKOPO OTBICKa-
JI IPYT ApyTa. B HeCKOJIbKUX TaHIAX Cpsy Obl-
JIA OHU TOYHO HepasJIy4dHbI, U 3aBUCTINUBAS MO-
JIOIeKb H OOM>KEeHHOE CaMOJIIOOME IIeII0OTOM
MeJK/ly CO6010 IIPOPOUYMIIM yrKe UM CKOPYIO CBa-
ob0y. Kak u yacTo ciy4yaeTcsl, OHH, IIIyTsS HacuyeT
OPYyIUX, He 3aMedasiy, YTO U HaJ, HUMU IIOJIIY-
uyuBawT. K KoHIy 6aJsia cTajau cobupaThCs I1aphl
Ha KOTWJIbOH; Mesbckuii nmojie CopnH, U, 6J1aro-
oapsd IJUHHBIM pacCTaHOBKaM 0eCKOHEYHOI0o
TaHI|a, OCTPhIe UX 3aMedyaHUs B II0JIHOM CBO6OIe
TepeJIMBaJIACh OT OHOTO K APYro ¥ Hao60pOoT.

- BoT camas 6oJibliiasg KpacaBUILa, - TOBOPHUJIA
Codbs, ykasplBasd IJ1asaMH Ha OQHY U3 TaHIIOB-
LITULTL,- II0 KpalHel Mepe II0 POCTY; II0XBaJUTEeCh
XOTh OJHUM IpeHajiepoM Balllero II0JIKa, KOTO-
PBIi OB, B KMBepe U CO BCEH BBITSHKKOM, MOT C
Helo II0PaBHATHCA.

- 3aT0 KaKOM y Hee KPOXOTHBIM KaBaJiep,-
IIPUMOJIBUJI MeJIbCKUM,- OH €l POBHO BIIOJITA-



jnu. [TocMoTpHUTe, Kak 6efTHEHbKUIM MYUYUT CBOU
HOTH, 4T00 He OTCTAaTh OT Hee B Bajbce. Ho Myz-
past mpupojia Besze JIOUT ypaBHeHUe: 06a OHH,
BEpPIIIKOBOK MEPOI0, COCTABJIAIT IIOJIHYIO IIapy
TaHIIOBIIUKOB CpeJHero pocra.

- AX, IIOCMOTpPHUTE, IIOCMOTPUTE Ha 3TU JKeJ-
TO-Cephble IJIa3KU: KaK IPUMaHUYUBO OHU BepPTAT-
csa 107, OesJIbBIMU pecHUIlaMHU! BeqHSDKKH, U UM
Ka’KeTCsl, YTO MOI'YT KOMY-HUOY/Ib IIOHPAaBUTHCs!

- U, KaKk BUIHO, OHHU He OIIHUOJIMCh. Bumure
JI¥, KaK 3TOT [JIMHHOHOTHUU HEMUMK, KaBaJiep
TOY [aMbl, OKOJIO Hee yBUBaeTcsa. bpaBo! oH ro-
BOPUT €M He)KHOCTH; 9TO BUAHO 110 HEMEIIKO-IIa-
TeTUYeCKOMY BBIPA’KEHUIO IJ1a3 ero U JIvIa.

- [osmro6yrTeCh YKap-IITUIEI0: IIYHIIOBbIE IIBE-
THI Ha T0JIOBE, IIYHIT0BOE ILJIaThe, IIYHIIOBBIN PY-
MsHeI] Ha IlleKaX W IIOYTH IIYHIIOBBLIE BOJIOCHI!
Bort eit-To, par excellence, IIprcTal pyCCKUU 3I1H-
TeT: KpacHas IeBUIla.

- A Io/PKapUCTOMY ee KaBaJlepy - rope-6ora-
ThIpb. IIpaBo, eMy BaJjIbC KakKeTCs II0XOPOHHBIM
MapIeM; TaK OH HAMOPIIUIICA U TaKYI0 IIJIAKCH-
BYIO CZieJIajl U3 cebs MacKy.

Ciayimag ¥ [esagd TakyKe 3aMedaHUus, MeJb-
CKUM 3aMeTHJI, UTO Codbsi, HUHOIZIA CO CMEXOM OT



ero ILIYTOK, MHOIZA C BeCbMa Ba’KHBIM BHJIOM,
OIJIAABIBaIaChk Hasaxm. TaM CTOos, B HECKOJIBKHUX
1marax OT HHUX, apTHUUIEPUUCKUU odUliep, Aep-
’KaJsl mmasier] y pra, Kak 0yATo 6Bl IphI3 cebe HOT-
TH, U CYpPOBO IIOCMAaTPHUBaJI TO Ha MeJIbCKOro, TO
Ha Codbro. BceMy 6bpIBaeT KOHeIl; U KOTUJIbOH,
HUHOTI/A IIPOJ0/DKAIOIIUMCA 10 yTpa, 0COOJIUBO B
IPOBUHIINAX, Ha 3TOT pa3 KOHYUJIICI LOBOJILHO
ckopo. Codrsg CKpbLIach OT I1a3 MeJIbCKOIO, a
OH, ’KeJIas IOJBIIIATh CBEKHUM BO3IYXOM, ITOIIIeJI
K CTeKJITHHBIM [IBepsM, BeAyIuM B caf. TaM ap-
TULUIEPUNCKUN oQuUllep, KaK BUAHO OBLIO, BBI-
JKUJABIIHUU €ro, 3aCTYIIUI eMy JOPOTIy.

- IlosBoisibTe,- cKasaJ MeJIbLCKUM BecbMa
YYTHBO.

- Ilo3BoJyIbTe Halleper y3HAaTL OT Bac, MHUJIO-
CTUBBIM TroCyJapb, YTO TOBOPHJIAa BaM U YeMy
CMesJIach Ballla Jama?

- BoT xopormo! - oTBeuasn MeJjILCKUU, HE BLI-
LIIeMIY ellle U3 TeplleHusd.- PasBe 3Ta faMa II0py-
YeHa B Balll Haja3op? [a ecau 6 U Tak, TO Hajle-
I0Cb, UTO BBl CTOJILKO 3HaeTe 3aKOHBI pPHIIIap-
CKUe...

- MUJIOCTUBEBIN rocyZapsb! - 3aI1aJIbUUBO IIepe-
pBaJI apTUJUIEPUCT.- I TpeOGyro OT Bac He IIyCTO-



CJIOBHS, a JleJIa...

- A g TpeOyro OT Bac, CyJapb,- ITOAXBATHII
MeJIbCKHMM TaKHUM ’Ke TOHOM,-CKasaThb MHe, Ifie
BBI B3sUIH IIPaBO MeHs JONpaIluBaTh?

- 51 IOKa’Ky 9TO IIPaBO B CBOE BpeMH.

- A 9 TIOKa’Ky, KaK yMel OT/e/IbIBaTh HaBss3-
YHBBIX JJOIIPOCUHKOB.

- lepskuil..

U coBO 3a CJI0BO, IIIYM C/eJIajics CHIbHee U
CHJIbHee; 0KO0JIO ABYX OQHIIEPOB CTECHHUJICA KpY-
JKOK JIFOOOIIBITHBIX: BCE pacCIpallIuBaIl, OT Yero
Hauasica crop. Ho Hu MeJsbCKHM, HU apTUILIe-
PHCT He MOIVIM X He XOTe/JId OTKPBIThH KOPEHHOM
IIPUYHHEI CCOPHL.

Kak u Bcerga, 1 B 3TOM CJy4ae HalllIUCh
YCIIY>K/IUBBIe IPUMUPUTEIN M PEBHOCTHEIE IIO]-
JKHUTaTeJI TOM U APYrof CTOPOHEL. COCIYKHUBIIBI
MeJIbCKOT0 TBEPAHJIN, YTO [JI1 YeCTH HUX MYH/IH-
pa 3TO [eJI0 JOJDKHO KOHUYHTHCS IY3JIbI0, K 1y3-
JILI0O CMEPTHOIO; 3all[UTHHUKH apTHU/IJIEPUHCKOIO
oduIepa ToBOpUIM TO >Xe. O6a IIPOTUBHUKA Ca-
MH TOT'0 MCKaJIM 1 X0TeJH. TyT ’Ke, BEIIIIeS B Caf,
HasHa4YW/IHA CeKYHJAHTOB U CBHUJETeJel, MeCTo
IIOe[MHKA - B POIlle, HA BTOPOM BepcTe OT TOpPo-
7la; Opy’KHe IIMCTOJIET, [0 CMePTEeIbHOM HJIH



OYeHb TSDKeJIOM paHbl; ¥ BpeMsd- Ha JPyrou
IleHb, B CeMb 4acoB yTpa.

He 6b1y10 60JibIlle IIyTeH K IIPUMHUPEHUIO; He
ObLI0 crioco6a OOBIACHUTHCA U BUHOBAaTOMY HS3-
BUHUTLCA Ilepe]] IIpaBbIM: BCe OBLJIO YCJIOBJIEHO
U 10JI0KeHO. K cuacTHIo, >KeHIIUHBI Y3HaJIHU
TOJIBKO, UTO OBLI CIIOp, a Kak, 3a YTO U YeM [0JI-
JKeH KOHYHUTHCHA, 0 TOM M3 IIPefoCTOPOKHOCTH
MM He CKa3aJH.

Ob6a IIPOTHUBHUKA C UX CEKYHAAHTaMH H CBU-
IeTeJIIMH ToT4Yac yexaiu ¢ 6ana. Copba HcKala
I1a3aMu MeJIbCKOTO ¥, He HaX0/d ero, JUBUIaCh
€ro paHHeMy OTHe3[y: OHa M He II0/03peBaJia,
4yTO OBLIa, XOT M He BOBCE HEBHMHHON, HO
HEYMBIIIIJIEHHOI0 IIPUYUHOI TOT0, YTO OH [OJI-
JKeH ObLJI BEICTaBUTD IPYb IIPOTUB ITYJIH.

[IprexaB KoMOM, MeJILCKUI CeJsl IIepef, IIHCh-
MEHHBIM CBOHMM CTOJIOM M He AyMaJ yKe JIO-
JKUTBCS B mocTesro. OH IPHU3Bal CBOEIO CIYIY,
BeJIeJI IIOJaTh IIMCTOJIETHI, CaM MX OCMaTpHUBalJ,
BBIOMpAJI W IpUMepsl IIyJH, TOTOBUJI 3apsibl.
Ho mpupopa 6pasa cBoe: [jejo, Tak CKa3aTh, Ba-
JIMJIOCH Yy HEero M3 pyK, IIyJIX MajaId Ha II0JI, a
IIOPOX CHINIAJICA MUMO IIaTPOHOB. KpaliHdsa ero
paccessHHOCTL WJIM, CIIpaBe/JIHBee, OTCYTCTBHE



BCSIKOM ITOCTOPOHHEIN MBICIH, KPpOMe IIPefCTOs-
1IIero IIoefyHKa, 6b11a 6B1 3aMeTHa U He /IS Ta-
KUX NBITJIMBBIX IJa3, Kakue OblIM y HrHaThs,
CJIyTH ero.

C mepBoro B3IJIAfa, II0 IIpHe3fe 6apuHa, Ur-
HaTUU 3aMeTHJI yKe IIepeMeHy B JIHIIe ero; OT-
PBIBUCTHIE IIPHMKa3aHUA, IIOMUHYTHO IIOBTOPSIe-
MEBIe U OTMeHseMble, U3SMEHUBIIIUNCS TOJI0C, Tpe-
6oBaHMe IIHCTOJIETOB U 3apsJI0B - BCE 3TO IIOMO-
raJIo JIOBKOMY CJIyTe pasraZaTh CTPAIIHYI0 HMCTH-
Hy. OH He CMeJI CIIPOCUTHL O TOM CBOero 6apuHa;
HO, IIPUBBIKIIU C MaJIOJIETCTBA OBITH IIPU HEM U,
HeCMOTps1 Ha He6OoJIbIIIKe CBOU IIPOKa3kl, OyAydu
K HeMy MCKPeHHO IIpHBep>KeH, OH BBIIIIeJI B IIe-
PeIHION U 3allyIaKasl TOPbKUMU CIe3aMU.

B 3TO BpeMs IOCJBIIIAJICA CHJIBHBIA CTYK Y
Hapy>KHOM ABepH. MIrHaTHUl B3QPOTHYJI, XOJIO[,
paccelracsa 0 BCEM ero 4jieHaM; OJHAKO K OH
BBIIIIeJI U OTIIEp JBePb, UT00 y3HATh, KTO CTy4aJl-
Cs1: 9TO OBLI IOPOAUBBIU.

- Bacuiib roBopuiI Tebe POBHO 3a HeJlesto: "By-
Jellb IUIaKaTh!" - U MO/DKeH IUIaKaTh; TOOPBIH,
IOOPBIM TOCIIOAUH! JaeT II0JIHOX TOPCTHI0 U HU-
KOI/la He CYUTaeT.

C cuMH cs10BaMHU IIOIIIeJI OH IIPSIMO B KOMHATY



MeJsbckoro. UITHaTHM He UMeJI yXa OCTAHOBUTH
ero.

MeJIbCKHU BCe ellle CH/esI 3a ITMCbMEHHBIM
CTOJIOM KakK 0Obl B OKaMeHEeHUU, YCTpeMsl HelIlo-
IOBIDKHBIE IJIa3a CBOM Ha CTOJI, HA KOTOPOM JIe-
JKasla Ilepeq, HUM 6Gestast 6ymara. B jiviie HU Kpo-
BUHKWY; JbIXaHUE C KAKUM-TO HaIllpsKeHUeM BEI-
prIBasIOCh U3 IPYAU; U3pefKa TOJIBKO JIETKUU CY-
IOPOKHBIM TpelleT Ipoberas II0 ero 4jieHaM, U
TOIJla TOHKAad KpackKa BAPYT BCIILIXHBAJIa Ha IIfe-
Kax ero ¥ BIpyT Iioracasa.

- ITO THI? - CKasaJl OH, 06epHYBIINCH, Bacuito,
KOTOPBIM BOIIIEJ U CTAJI IIPOTHUB HEro.- UTo CcKa-
JKelln?

Bacuib TOJILKO ITOKAUMBAaJI THUXO TOJIOBOIO U
He TOBOPUJI HU CJIOBA.

- Ha, mopesmuck ¢ 6eqHOM 6paTUe U IIOMOJIH-
TeCchb 3a.. 3a MeHd!- IIPOMOJIBMJI MeJIbCKHU,
CXBaTs CBOM OyMa>KHUK U BBIHYB U3 HeErO CTO-
pPy6JIeBYI0 aCCUTHAIHUIO, KOTOPYIO I10/iaJI F0POLH-
BOMY.

- [To3gHO! - oTBevyasr Bacuib, Kak OB yIeprKU-
Bas B3[0X. - OgHAaKo >X Bacuib Bo3bMeT, Bacuib
ofeuT OparTuio.. IlycTh Tak!- IIpomo/pKal OH
II0C/Ie HEKOTOPOr0 MOJIYaHHSA M C pPacCTaHOBKA-



MHU.- belyta He ObLIAl., OT Hee He yiJellb... paHO,
II03/THO- BCE PaBHO... ObLyIa He ObLIa!

MeJIbCKHUU CMOTpeJI Ha Hero B HeJJOyMeHUHU:
OBLIIO JIM TO IIPUIIPABJIEHHOE II0-CBOEMY yTellle-
HHe CO CTOPOHBI I0POAUBOTIO, M/IH Apyras Kakas
MBICJIb BepTeslach B PacCTPOEHHOM I0JIOBE €ro -
MeJIbCKUU He MOT 0TTafaTh.

- Bor >xe ¢ To600! - CKasaJl OH IOPOIUBOMY II0
HEKOTOPOM MOJIYaHHH, II0Ka3bIBas IJIa3aMH Ha
IBepb. "bBor u ¢ To6010!"

OtBeuas Bacwmib. "/la, 60r ¢ To6010!" - TTIOBTO-
PHJI OH BBIpA3HTEJBLHBIM, PACTPOTraHHBIM T0JIO-
COM, KOTOPBIM He OT3BIBAJICA y>Ke IPYyOOCTBI0 U
OTCYTCTBHEM yMa, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHas peyb
opoguBoro. OH ob6epHyJICs, IOIIEJ] K [BepsM,
IIOHAB PYKU K HeOy, U IIpU BBIXOZE CKasall
TOJIBKO, KaK OBl Ha YTO pellIUBIINCE: "Hy!"

ITosiB/IEHME €TI0 paccesyio pasgyMbe MeJIbCKo-
ro; II0 yXOJe IOPOJUBOIO OH IIPHHSAJICI IIUCATH;
IIOTOM II03BOHIJI, ¥ rHaTUH C 3aIllaKaHHBIMU
IJ1a3aMU sIBUJICS Ha 30B CBOEro 6apuHa.

- O yeM T&I IIJTAKAJI? - CIIPOCUJI eT0 MeJsIbCKUIA.

- /la Kaxk, cyZaphb!., 4TO ¢ BAMH... YTO CO MHOIO
Oyzert!..- 1 mmociie cUX IepepbIBUCTHIX CJI0B HrHa-
THH 3apbIfaJ CHOBA.



- TeI BOOpPBIN MaJIbIH, - CKa3ajl eMy MeJIbCKUH,
BCTaB U II0-JI0Ka PYKYy eMy Ha TO0JIOBY ,- JKUBU
XOpOIlIo, Begu cebd YecTHO.. BOT Tebe IIOKa-
MeCT, - IIpuOaBUJI OH, I10/1aBasl eMy IIyYOK aCCHI-
HallWii, - a 3/1eCb U Thl U BCe JpyIrue He 3a0bITHI.
I9TO MUCHMO OT/AM - eCJIU YTO CIIYUUTCI - MOEMY
IAMroIKe. - TYT OH yKasaJl Ha Jiekalllee Ha CToJIe
3arieyaTaHHOe ITUCHMO.

HWruatuii paciviakajacsa U paspbliajicd IyIle
IIpe’KHETO, 11eJI0BaJl PyKU CBOero 6apuHa, KJIsI-
csl, UTO eMy OyZIeT >KUThbe He B )KUThE, eCJIH He
CTaHeT 00poro ero rocrofuHa. MeJbCKUM ObLT
O4YeHb PacTPOraH.

Yackl MeXXIy TeM TEKJIU CBOMM HepYIIUMBIM
HOPAAKOM; IIepBble JIYyUU COJIHIIA IIPOHUKAIHU
yKe B CaJIbHI0 MesbcKoro. OH IIOJHSI CTOPHL,
OTKPBLI OKHO B MaJIeHBKUU CaJUK CBOEU KBap-
TUpEL. PaHHMe NTUYKU YWJIWKAIU B CaJUKe;
yTPO OBLIO IIpeJIeCTHOE; poca CBeTUJIaCh Ha 3eJie-
HU. MeJIbCKUU BBICYHYJI TOJIOBY B OKHO ¥ CHOBAa
BlaJI B 3ayM4nBOCTb. OH IyMaJi, YTO, MOKET
OBITB, 9TO IIOCJIEHEE YTPO €r0 YKU3HU, YTO OH He
OyzeT y>Ke B Cel Beuep IIPOBOXKATh IJIa3aMHU 3a-
XOJAIEro COJIHIIA ¥ HOYb, OeclipepblBHAsA HOYb
IIPOTSIHETCSI HaJ, HUM /10 6eCKOHeUHOCTU. Hemns-



BeCTHOCTb OYZyIlero, CTpalIHbIM I1ar, KOTOPBIHA
IOJDKHO OBLIIO €My IIePeCcTYIIUTh, - BCe 3TO TOJI-
IIUJIOCHh B €ro BOOOpa)kKeHUH U TATUYMUIIO Cepjlle
HeIlOMepHBIM I'HETOM.

Jlosiro octaBasici MeJIbCKUM B CEM IIOJIOXKe-
HUU. JIeTKUH yap 10 IIeYy BBIBeJI ero U3 3abBe-
HUd; B3[POTHYB, OH OIJIAHYJICA. [Ilepel HUM CTO-
si71 CBUJIOB, €r0 CeKYHJAaHT; I100aslb 00a CBHUJE-
TeJId II0eIUHKA C er0 CTOPOHBL, 0QUIIEePHI UX I10JI-
Ka.

- [TostHO paccy’XgaTh O CyeTe MUpa Cero, - Be-
ceJio ckasajsl eMy CBUOB. Telleph II0JIOBHUHA Ille-
CTOr0o; HaM OCTaeTcd IIOJITOpa Yaca. Beim Ham
II0/IaTh BOAKU U YerO-HUOYIb IIepeKyCUTh. Tebe,
Opart, He IIPOTHEBAMCS, He TaUM: IIOTOBEU I10Ka-
MecT. Takue UIPHI PasbIIPBIBAKOTCA Ha TOLIUMN
KeJIyLOoK.

B pemruTenbHEIX CIydaX CIIOKOMCTBHE U Bece-
JI0e PAacCIIoJIOKeHHe [yXa OJHOr0 TOBapHIla
CHWJIbHO JIeMICTBYeT U Ha IIPOYUX: TaK U 3[jeChb ObI-
Jo. Tpu oduliepa Beceso IIPUHSINCH 3a II0/IAH-
HBIY 3aBTpPaK; MeJbCKUI CeJl C HUMH, X0TSI U HU-
4yero He eJl. CBUIOB 0KUBJISLI Oecely. OH LTy THI,
CMeIlMJI CBOUX TOBapHUIleld HacueT MeJbCKOro,
TOBOPMJI, UTO OH HApPOYHO IIOCTAPaJICa BBIKPO-



UThH cebe TaKyl IUIAKCHUBYIO JIMYUHY, IIOTOMY
4TO0 cobupaeTcs OTIeBaTh CBOEro IIPOTUBHUKA, U
TOMYy II07j00HOe. CMeX IIPUINITYUB; MeJIbCKUHA U
caM pasBeceJIMICA, OCOOJIMBO, KOIZa K KOHILY
3aBTpaka CBU/IOB, a 3a HUM U 06a ApyrHe odulie-
pa, HaJIuB IIOJIHBIe CTaKaHbl BUHA, IIPUIIOAHAIN
UX U TPOMKO BOCKJIHKHYJJIU: "TBOe 3I0POBLE,
Mesnsckui!.."

- OT6siarozapo Bac, rocIioza, yepes Ba 4aca,
a He IIpeXkje,- oTBedaJ MeJbCKUHA C BOJIBHBIM
DYXOM.

CBUIOB B3IVIZHYJ Ha 4Yachkl. "Oro, Ipysbd,
CKOJIBKO MBI Opa’KHHWYaJId: II0JIOBUHA CeAbMOTIO.
MeJIbCKHUH, BeJIU II0[aTh CBOM IIMCTOJIETHI U 3a-
PAABL: 1 KaK pacopsguTe b XKU3HU WU CMePTH
TBOeU - He GjiefHel, MUJIBIN Ipyr!-X04uy OCBH/Ie-
TeJIbCTBOBATh, BCe JIM 60eBble CHAPSAABI B JIOJDK-
HOU UCIIPaBHOCTU".

[TucToJieTH 6BLIM OCMOTPEHBI, JIOIIAAH I10/a-
HEI - 4 Uepes eCaTh MUHYT YeTBEePO TOBapHUIllel
OBLIM yoKe 3a TopozoM. C KaKAbIM II1aroM 6JIrKe
K MeCTy ITO€JMHKA, 3BYK KOIIBIT KOHCKHX O 3€M-
JII0O 3BOHYE U 3BOHYE OTJaBaJICI B yIaxXx MeJb-
ckoro. OHAKO >K OH OBLIT 60Ap: ecTeCTBEHHAas
HJIN YMBIIIUIEHHAsA BecesJIoCTb CBU0Ba U APYTHUX



oduIepoB, C HUM eXaBIIUX, IIpHJaBaja eMy V-
Xy. IIpubirkasch K Ha3HaYeHHOMY MeCTy, OHHU
3aMeTHJIM NBLUIb II0 I0pore M CKOPO YBH/[EJIH,
4TO CJIefO0M 3a HHMMH HEC/JIHCh Ha BCeX PBICAX
HEeCKOJIBKO YeJIOBeK. ITO OBl IPOTUBHUK MeJlb-
CKOTO 1 €T0 aCCHCTEHTHL.

- MBI X OIlepeJH/IH U KCTaTH, - MOJIBHUJI CBH-
J0B, - IIOKaMeCT OTAOXHEM M CIJIAJUM IIOCJIE]-
HHe MOPIIHHEI C JIUIIA Y MeJIbCKOro.

Ho MeJsIbCKHI OBLI y>Ke He TOT: PeIlIrMOCTD,
IIOHATHE O YeCTH W YyBCTBO OCKOpOJIEHUS IIPHU-
JaJlu eMy HeOOBIKHOBEHHYIO oTBary. Ha jmiie
€r0 CHsJIO COBEPIIIeHHOe CIIOKOMCTBHE; OH OYeHb
CBOOOZHO pacxa’kHBaJl U X0JI0JHO, HO BEXKJIMBO
IIOKJIOHUJICS IIPUOBIBIIIMM B 3Ty MUHYTY TOBapH-
IIIaM ero IPOTHBHHKA.

CBHUI0B U CeKYH/AHT apTHU/LJIEPHUUCKOTO 0QU-
I1epa COIIIMCH, IIepesaJ i HeCKOJIbKO CJIOB PyT
IPYIy, BBIOpPaJIU U 3apsAfUIN IIUCTOJIETH], II0TOM,
paspesid IIOPOBHY MeXXIy IIPOTUBHUKAMU CBET U
BeTep, MUIOM OTMepPS/IM BOCeMb II1aroB Ha 6ap-
Tep U II0 IIATH B 06e CTOPOHBI, UTOOBI CXOAUTHCH.
IlogaBas mucToseT MesbckoMy, CBHUIOB B3IJIS-
HYJI Ha HEero IIPHUCTAJLHO U IIOAUBHUJICI H II0pPa-
ZOBAJICS CIIOKOMCTBHIO M XJIQJHOKPOBHIO, KOTO-



phle BRIpaskaaunch B yepTax ero JIMIla U BO BCeX
nocrynkax. "CiaBHO!-CKasajl OH BIIOJITOJIOCA.-
Jl1d 11IepBOM Y3JIbHOM IIONBITKHU 3TO CJIHIIKOM
MHOro". C CUMH CJIOBaMU OTCTYIIMJI OH HeCKOJIb-
KO IIIar0B U CTaJI PSIIOM C CeKYHIAHTOM IIPOTUB-
HOM CTOPOHBI. Y>Ke ITHCTOJIETHI IIOJHSATEI, I1aJIb-
IIbl Ha IIHeJUIepaX, y>Ke IIPOTUBHUKU CTYIIHUIN
mIar... TsDKKOoe O)KHJaHbe 3aHAI0 IYX Y CeKyH-
LAaHTOB U CBUeTeseii.. KoMy-To macTts? WiIH
obouM? Ob6a paBHO CMeJibl, 062 PaBHO TBEP/HL...
TOJILKO B apTU/VIEPUUCKOM OQHIlepe 3aMeTHa
OblIa KakKasg-TO HeTepIIeJIMBOCTh B [BIDKEHUSX:
MOYKeT CTaThCs, 3TO OBLIO CJIeLCTBHE OOBIKHO-
BEHHOTIO ero XapaKTepa, WJIH OH, CuuTas cebs 60-
Jlee OOMJKEHHBIM, XOTeJl CKOpee OTMeTUThH 3a
CBOIO 00OU]TY.

- Ctoit! - BAPYT paszmasicsa TPOMKUM U TBEPABINA
r0JIOC, U, 110 HEBOJILHOMY [ABIDKEHHIO, 06a IIpO-
TUBHUKA OIIYCTHJ/IU ITUCTOJIETHL. IIpeskme HexXe-
JIA MOIJIY IIPUUTU B cebd U OHU U UX CEeKyH/IaH-
THI, IOPOJUBBIN CTOSII YoKe MeXAy IT0eJMHIINKA-
MH.

- UTo BHI JlesiaeTe? - IIPOJOJDKAI OH TeM JKe
roJI0COM.- BBl 00a HeIllpaBbl; TOJIBKO Thl BUHOBA-
Tee, - IPUMOJIBUJI OH, 000POTSIChH K apTUJLJIEPUH-



CKOMy o¢uIlepy. JlpaTbCcsa BaM He 3a 4TO!..

- IIpoTosikaiiTe aToro cymacbpopa! - sakpuyasn
ApTUUIEPUNCKUU 0pHUIIEp.

- CaM TBI cyMac6bpof, 4TO HaK/JIWKaellb Ha
CBOI0O T0JIOBY KPOBb HEIIOBHHHYIO,-CKa3aJl I0PO-
OUBBIM MEXXY TeM, KaK CeKyHIaHThl U CBU/IETe-
JI1 06eUX CTOPOH CXBaTHUJIM €r0 U XOTeJM OTTa-
IUThb. Bacuiab ofapeH ObLI HEOOBIKHOBEHHOIO
CHJIO0; II0 KpaliHeld Mepe, B 3TOM CJIydae II0Ka-
3aJI OH Ype3BbIYAMHBIE YCHUJIUSA; IIeCTh YeJ0BeK
eZBa MOIJIA C HUM CJIaJiUTh; HaKOHeI], OTTall[UB
ero B CTOPOHY OT 6apbepa U BUJ, YTO OH CHOBA
MeueTcs K II0eIUHIIUKAM, CIIY>KUBIILINE CBU/IETe-
JIIMU OQUIepPH] B3SJIUCH €r0 Jiep>KaTh, & CEKYH-
JAaHTHI CTAJIM CHOBA Ha CBOU MeCTa.

C OOMHAKOBOK HeYyCTPaIIMMOCTHI IIPOTHUB-
HUKU TOUUIM OUATH IPYI IIPOTHUB ApPyTa; yXKe
OHHU II0YTH Ha 6apbepe, yKe MeTAT, KypPOK CIIYC-
KaeTcd... BeicTpes!.. "Croiil., 0x!" - U IOPOJAUBBIN
yIiaJj OT IIyJIM apTHU/LIEPUICKOro oduiiepa. B To
’Ke MIHOBeHUe Jpyras IIyJid IIpOCBUCTajsIa Haf
YXOM apTHJIEPUCTA.

[TucTosieTl 060UX IIPOTUBHUKOB, KaK II0 KO-
MaH/ie, yIlajJu Ha 3eMJII0. Bce 6pOoCHIHCEH K HOPO-
nuBoMy. OH ObLI ellfe >KUB. KpoBb 6umiia KiyooMm



U3-II0[ PacCIlIaXHyBIIIeCcsd ero ofeXbl. [I0JIKoBOo
JIeKaph, IIPUIJIAIIeHHBIN IIPeyCMOTPUTE/ILHEI-
MH TOBapHIllaMH MeJbCKOIr0 M KpPBIBIIMUCI B
O/IMDKHEM JIeCKy, IIpubeskasl Ha BBICTPEsIbl U,
OCBHJIETE/ILCTBOBAB paHy, OOBABUJ, UTO OHAa
cMepTesbHA. IIysId 110 6JIM30CTH yapa IIpoJieTe-
Jla HaCKBO3b; YaCTh BHYTPEHHOCTEH HeCYacCTHO-
ro 6bLyIa II0BpeXKIeHa.

Hauasii mepeBdsbIBaTh paHy. HUUTO He CIIY-
JKAT TaKUM HaZe>KHBIM IIaroM K COJIMDKeHUIO
IBYX IIPOTUBHBIX CTOPOH, KaK 00Iljee y4yacTHe K
ofHOMY IIpeaMeTy. IIoMoras JieKapro B ero II0IIe-
YeHUX, pasgupas CBOU IUIATKU U CIIOPSACH, TaK
CKasaTh, B YCIOBHUAX OOJIETYUTH CTPafaHUA pa-
HeHOro OefHsKa, MeJIbCKUI W IPOTUBHUK ero
He CKasaJIy ellle HU cJI0Ba. HakoHel  ced II0CIe[:-
HUH, lep>Ka KOMIIpecC Ha paHe 60JIbHOIO, TOTAA
Kak JIeKapb OTOIlleJI B CTOPOHY IIPHIOTOBJIATH
OUHT, B3IJAHYJ B JIMI0 MeJbCKOIo, KOTOPBIA
IO lep>KUBAJl TOJIOBY CTpafasiblia, U C HEKOTO-
pBIM ycuireM ckasas: "IloefUHOK HaIlll ellfe He
KoHYeH!"

- CkaxuTe, 60ora pazy, 3a 4TO BBl MeHs BBHI-
3BaJIM? - BCKpHYaJl MeJbCKHM KakK OBl IIO
HEBOJILHOMY [IBHDKEHHUIO.



- BBl caMH¥ [TOJ/DKHBI 9TO 3HATh: HE BB JIM MEHS
OCKOp6Jsn? He BBI JIM CMesIMCh Ha MOM CYeT
C TOI, YbeW PYKU 51 UCKaJ U ellle He I103a0bLI
OTOPYUTEJILHOTO ee 0TKas3a.

- KiigHyCch 4YecTHUro, YTO B pasroBope MOeM C
Coduero He OBLIO O Bac HU CJIOBa. I He mas ObI
9TOM KJIATBBI, KOIZla I11eJI IIPOTHUB Ballled ITyJIY;
Tellepb, HaJl TPYIIOM Cero OeJHsKa, IIOCTPaZaB-
IIIero B HaIlleM JieJsie, S JOJDKeH BBIBECTH BaC U3
3a0JIy>KIeHUs.

- IloueMy X OHa, rOBOps C BaMH, OIJIS/bIBa-
JIaCch Ha MeH$ U I3BUTEJIbHO ycMeXasach?

- 9TO caMOro MeHs YAUBIISLIO, U SI XOTeJl KO-
I71a-HUOyAb BBIBEATH OT Hee TOMY IIPHUUYUHY.
Ho, mOBTOpSII0 CHOBa CBOIO KJISITBY, IIpeMETOM
LIYTOK HAIlIUX U cMeXa OBLIIU IpyTHe, a He BEL

ApTHJLIEpUCT IIOMOJIYaJl HECKOJIbKO MUHYT;
OH IIpU3alyMaJICcd U, Ka3ajoCh, UYTO-TO IIPUIIOMU-
HaJl; II0TOM CKas3aJl TUXUM M TOPECTHBIM I0JIO-
COM M Kak ObI caM cebe: "M B 3TOT pas 3allajbyu-
BOCTBb MOSI U II0[JO3PUTEJILHBINA HPaB 0B Me-
Hs [0 UCCTYIUJIEHUS yMa, fake 10 youncTBa. bo-
>Ke Moi!l.. Ho g y>Ke HakasaH - I0JDKeH II0HeCTH
6e3 pomoTa U TO HaKa3daHHe, KaKOe 3aKOHBI Ha-
3HayarT youuIie".



MeJIbCKHUH, 110 YYBCTBY COy4YaCTU, IIPOTAHYJI
K HeMy PYKY U X0TeJI yTelllaTh ero. ApTUJLJIEPUCT
CXBaTHUJI €T0 PYKY, CKaJI ee U cka3aj: "[Ipocture
JIA BBl MHE OIIPOMETUYMBOCTb MO0, 3abyzieTe
HaHeCeHHYI0 BaM o06uay?"

MoJtofo¥, MATKOCepAeUHbIil MeJbCKHU CHO-
Ba U KPemKo CKaJj eMy PyKy. OH ObLI y[0BJIETBO-
PeH BIIOJIHe: TOBapHUIllaM CBOUM M, CJIe[[0BaTe Ib-
HO, BCeMY IIOJIKY JI0Ka3aJl OH, UTO He G0UTCH II0-
POXOBOr0 AbIMa; IIOHATHUIO O UeCTH IIPUHEC OH
JKepPTBY, COIIEPHUK €ro IPOCHJ Yy Hero IIpoIlfe-
HUS; Yero K Mor OH OoJjiee TpeboBaTh?

[IprBCcTaB Ha KOJIeHA U He OTHUMAas PyKU OT
KOMIIpecca, apTUWUIEPUNCKUHN 0QUIIEP IIPOTIHYJI
ToJIOBY K MesibckoMy. OHU MOI1eJI0BaJIUCh.

- laBHO OBI Tak!-cKasajl I0pOJUBBIMN, KOTOPBIN
TOJIBKO UTO OIIaMATOBAJICA. B 3TO BpeMs II070-
I1es jleKapb U JOKOHUYMJI IIepeBsI3KY: paHeHBIN
He HCITYCTUJI HU OJJHOT'0 B3/10Xa U He BIIaJl CHOBA
B 6eCIIaMsaTCTBO.

Odurepsl HOAOLLIN K IIPUMHUPHUBIIUMCS CO-
IIepHUKaM, IIO30PaBJISIN UX C MUPOBOIO; U CBU-
IIOB IIEPBBIN KaK OO0JIBIIION U ONIBITHBIA 3HATOK B
Oy3JbHBIX JejlaX CKas3aj, 4yTo o6a IIPOTUBHUKA
IIUTK OTJIMYHO U YTO CaM OH J[EPETC CO BCIKUM,



KTO XOTb 3aUKHETCS IIPOTUB Cero oeJuHKa.

B 3TO Bpemsa MeJIbCKUM B3IJIIHYJ Ha JIHUIIO0
IOPOIMBOrO0: OH 3BaJI €ro IrjiazaMu. MeJlbCKHI Ha-
KJIOHWICA K HeMy. "S 3HaJ, 4yeM KOHYHUTCH, - TO-
BOpUJI Bacwiib caGbIM, HO BHATHBIM T'0JIOCOM,-
60T II0JIOXKUJI 3TO MHeE Ha cepAlle. S 3HaJl, YTO II0-
Beqly Tebs Ha MOTHJIY TBOEH TETKH: ThI C IIpHUe3za
CroZia He OBLI ellle y Hee Ha Moruie. /lo6pas, 1o6-
pasd 6nL1a y Tebs TeTKa: JIF00MUIa HUIIYI0 6paTHIo
M MHOTO ee HajieJisyia. Baciib GBI OT Hee U CHIT,
U OJieT, U rpurpet!.. [lecsaThb jieT KaK OHa OTOIILIa
K 0TIy He6ecHOMY... OTTOro ¥ Tebs IIOIHOUII 4 C
IIepBOr0 B3IVIA/IA, XOTeJ y3HATh TeOs IOOJIMKe,
Ia Tebe OBLJIO He 10 MeH: CyeTa CyeT 3aKpy Kula
Tebs1. SI XoTesr 0T6JIarofapUTh 3a XJIe6-COJIb TBO-
el TeTKe, cKasaJI, UTO IIOMeIIal Tebe JIesKaTh, -
U IoMermas”.

HOpoauBhIii yMOJIK. MeJbCKUM, POHSIS CJIe3bl
Ha JIMIIO €ero - JaHb 6JIar0lapHOCTH U YesIoBeyYe-
CTBY, KOTOPOM OH He CTBIJUJICS, - BCIIOMHIJI IIPHU-
TOM, UTO eCJI¥ O I0POJUBBIM He IIO0CIIeJ, TO IIy-
JIs1 TeICTBUTEJIbHO IIoIasa 6kl IIPSAMO B HETO H,
MOYKeT OBITh, TaK)Ke HaBbLIET; UO0 BhIOpAaHHEBIE
CeKyHJaHTaMH IIHUCTOJIEThI OBLIA BEJUKA U
CIWIBHO 3apsDKeHBI, 110 YeJIOBeKOJIIOUBOMY pac-



4yeTy CBUI0Ba, UYT0O He [[0JIT0 MYYUThCI PaHEHO-
My.
Oduriiepsl pasonuIMCh B pasHble CTOPOHBI U
3a XOpOIIyw IUIaTy coOpaju HEeCKOJIbKO Kpe-
CTbsIH, paboTaBIIMX BOJIM3U TOro MecTa. IM Be-
JIeJIL U3 COCeJHero Jieca BBIPYOUTh XBOPOCTY U
clieslaTh IIeTE€Hble HOCHUJIKH, YTOOBI IIepeHeCTH
B ropof, paHeHoro. Kak ckopo 06pble Masopoc-
CUsIHe y3HaJsId, UTO paHeHbIN ObLI Bacuib, TO He
XOTeJHN Jake B34Th ILIATHI 3@ IIepeHeCeHUe ero:
OHM CUHTAJIH, YTO 6J1arocjIioBeHHe O0Kue OyneT
Ha HUX U Ha UX JIOMBI 3a yCJIYTy, KOTOPYH OKa-
KYT OHU HOPOAUBOMY. [AMBUINCH OHU TOJIBKO U
LIEIIOTOM MeXXIy CO00X0 paccy’Khaiu, KaKUM 00-
pasoM M KeM OH 3acTpeJieH; HO Bacuib, BCIy-
IIaBIIKMCh B KX CJI0Ba, CKasas: "SI caM, 6paTIipl,
HalleKaJsICl Ha CMepTh: TaK 060ry OBLIO YrogHO!
3[IeCb HUKOI'0 He BUHUTE".

Ciryiiast ero cjIoBa U Beps UM, K00 3HAJIH, YTO
Bacwibs HUKOrZa He TOBOPHJI HeIIpaBHAbl, Kpe-
CThSHE IIpeKpaTWIM CBOU TOJKU. Ha HOCHUIKH
HaCTJIaJIL MATKOU TpaBbl U CBEPX Hee II0JIOKU-
JIA HECKOJILKO CBUT1, YTO6 paHeHOMY OBLIO eIlle
msrde. CBUIOB CBepX BCEro 3TOTO PasoCTJiall
CBOI0 0QUIepCKY0 IKMHeNb OQULepsl, Kak 651 B



orpe6aJibHOM I1eCTBUM, TUXUM IIIarOM eXaJld
3a HOCH \KaMH.

B mipegMecTHil roposia 0QHUIlephl BeslesId 0CTa-
HOBUTH HOCWJIKU U IIOCTY4YaJUCh B JBEPU OLHO-
r0 MaJIeHbKOI'0, HO OIIPSTHOIO JOMHUKA. TaM >KU-
Jla pmobpas crapyllka, BAoBa Y3HaB, UTO [eJI0
HUeT 0 TOM, YTOOBI JaTh IPHUIOT Bacuiiro, oHa
TOTYaC OTIIepJia ABepb, OYKCTHUIA HeOOJIBIIYIO
CBETJIMILY U IIPUTOTOBUJIA MATKYIO IIOCTEJb IS
60Js1bHOTO. JleKaph OXOTHO BBI3BAJICA HaBell|aTh
ero, X0Td ¥ He IIpe/iBUesl HUKAKOMU HaleKIbl
ero U3JIeYUuTh.

MeJIbCKHH XOAWJI KaKbI leHb HaBebIBaTh-
Cs O ero 3/I0POBbEe U C Ka’KABIM JHEeM BH/JeJI IIO-
CTeIleHHOe yracaHue II0CIeJHUX UCKP *KU3HHU Ce-
IO HeIIOHATHOI'O 4YesioBeKa. Bacub TOBOPUII Ma-
JIO U TOBOPHJI €My O TeTKe ero, 0 ee H00OpojieTe-
JIIX Y 6JIarTOTBOPUTEJBHOCTH, IIPUCOBOKYILIAA
HHOIZla KOpPOTKHeE, HO CHJIbHBIe HaCTaBJIeHUA
It 6yzylel ero KU3HU. Bo BceX C/I0Bax ero He
OBLIIO yoKe IIPU3HAKOB IIPeKHEro IOpPOJCTBa, HU
mpejckasaHuil. Tak mIpomnwio Tpy AHA Ha yeTBep-
THIN MeJbCKUIA, Hallle[-11TU X035MUKY J0Ma B IIep-
BOM KOMHAaTe, CIIPOCUJI Y Hee 0 60JIbHOM.

- EMy ceromHsa Jiyd4illie,- oTBedasia CTapyIKa,-



OH CIIOKOMHee IIPOBeJ HOYb U YTPOM TOBOPUII
rpoMye W OOJIbIlle, HeXKeJU B IIpeKHUE [THU.
BcrnomuHas o Bac. Tellephb, KaskeTcs, 3aCHYJ; 4
BBIXOJMJIA Ha Yac U3 JJOMY, a II0CJIe He CabIXasa
HUKAKOIO IIIyMa B ero KOMHaTe, II0YeMy U IY-
Maro, YTO OH CIIUT.

MeJILCKUU OTBOPWUJI HEMHOTO JBEpPL B CBET-
JIUITY: HU Ha II0CTeJse, HU B KOMHaTe HUKOIO He
6p110. CTapyxa BCKPUKHYJIA, 6poCHIach UCKaTh
II0 BCEMY [I0MYy, Geraja B MaJIeHbKHUI CBOM Ca-
UK, CIIpallirBaJia y cocefiei, HUIe He OBLIO Ba-
CHJISA, HUKTO He BHUIaJI ero! HakoHell MeJjbCKHHA
caM IIoIlleJI UCKATh M paccrpamrusaTth. OqHa Ma-
JIeHbKad 1eBOYKa CKasajia eMy, 4YTO BHjesa, KaK
Bacuib yepes cuity 6peJt o yaulle K KIaZ0HUIy.
MesbCKHU TOTYAC IIomIes Tyza. /lo Kiaazbuina
OBLIIO OYeHb HeJjaJIeKo OT JoMa CTapPYILIKH, JIETKO
MOTIJIO CJIYUYUTHCS, YTO Bacuiib, B HOBOM IIPUIIA]I-
Ke IOpOJCTBa, B3QyMaJl IIOCETUTH 3a’KUBO IIO-
CllefHee CBOe Xuiuile. IIpu BXozie B KiIaa0ule
MeJIbCKUY YBUIE Y OJHOTO ITaMSATHJIKA UeJIoBe-
Ka, KOTOPBLIM CHIeJ Ha IIOTHOXKUMU, ITPUJIETIIH
rOJIOBOK HAa HU3KHUU I[0KOJIb HAAIPOOHOr0 KaM-
HAL

MeJIbCKHU IIOJ0IIENI K HEMY: 3TO ObLI TOYHO



Bacuib, HO 3aKOCTeHeJIble UJIeHLI M IIOCHHEeJIoe
JIUII0 €T0 II0KAa3bIBaJ/IH, UTO JKU3HB y>Ke OTJIeTe-
Jla U3 I10JIypaspylLIeHHON CBOeUr 060JI04KHU. /l0JI-
ro cTosI MeJIbCKUU B 3ayMUYUBOCTY HaJ, X0JIO[-
HBIM TPYIIOM 4YeJIOBeKa, IIPUHECIIero eMy B
JKepTBY JKH3HBL CBOIO: IIOTOM, paccMaTpUBasg
HaJrpobue, Ipoyesl OH, UTO IIAMATHUK CeH CKpPHI-
BaJI I10J 06010 IIpax ero TeTKU. IOpoAMBLIN B I10-
clefHUe THU CBOU IIPUHeC ABOMHYIO JaHb OJIa-
TOJapHOCTH.

- Tl cmepskajl CBOe CJIOBO! - TOBOPUJI MeJib-
CKUU - THI IIpUBeJ MeHd Ha MOTUJIY TeTKH, U caM
IIPHUILIe]I IIOCBATUTD IIOCJIeSHUN B3[0X CBOM 6J1a-
TrolapHOMY O Hel BOCIIOMHHaHHIO. IIoKoMca ke
¢ Mupowm!

I'pycTHO BO3Bpalaacsa MeJybCKUM C KIaJou-
ma. O6mie ¢ apTHWUIEPHUUCKUM O0QUIEPOM,
HEYMBIIIIJIEHHOI0 IIPHYKMHOI0 CMEPTH IPOIHBO-
ro, YyCTPOWJI OH IIPWJIMYHOe IIorpebeHUe ceMy
3eMHOMY CTpajaJbIly, ¥ caM IIleJs 3a TpOoOOM ero,
TOBApHINU MeJIbCKOI0 M BCe y4acCTBOBAaBIIIKE B
IOoeqVHKe TaK>Ke OT/AAJIHM II0CJIeJHUM TOJIT YMep-
11eMy co4desioBeKy. CTeueHUe Hapoja, cobpasiiie-
rocs Jake U3 OKPY>KHBIX CeJI Ha IIorpebeHue Ba-
CHJIg, IIOKashlBajo, B KaKOM YBaKeHUU ObLI



IOPOJUBBIM Y CHUX IIPOCTBIX, HO JOOPBIX JIIOMIEH.
Oco6/IMBO HUIIUE C IUIAYEM IIPOBOYKAJU €ro B
MOTHJIY: OYJIy4H caM HUII, OH HaXOIWUJ CII0CO0
IIOMOTAaTh UM U JeJIHJICSI C HUMU IIoTassHHEM, KO-
Topoe moaydasn. OpgHa apsaxiias, KaK 0CTOB HCCOX-
11ag cTapyxa IUlaKajla ¥ BbLlIa 00JIbIlle BCeX; KO-
rfa KOHYEHO OBLIO IIOTpebeHHe, KOrja paso-
LIJIUCH BCe, ¥ CTapbIi ¥ MaJIblii, OHA OJHA OCTa-
JIach Ha MOTHJIE U KPOIIMJIa CBEXKYI0 3eMJII0 CBO-
MU cjie3aMu. U 1ocjIe 4acTo BHUIAJIU €€ Ha MO-
ruje HPOAUBOT0; MaTh JIM TO ObLIA, POJCTBEH-
HUIA, WIN TOJILKO IIpeJMeT O0COOBIX II0IIeUYeHUN
IIOKOMHOI0: HUKTO He PeIluscd Y Hee CIIpalllu-
BaTh, U OHAa HUKOMY 0 TOM He TOBOpPHJIA.



