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NepoHum VlepoHrmoBny AcmHckuin

Pacnnara

«...I'pox0oT MocTOBOM orrymua KpuBroBy. OHa 6bLIa Kak
B uajy. ITo IIMPOKUM IIaHeJSIM CHOBAJIU IPYIIIBI YKeHIITUH
U MY>K4MH. /lanékue gacasbl MHOTOITaKHBIX IOMOB Pac-
IUTBIBAJIMCH B CyMpake, 6arpoBBIH 6J1eCK Ha OKHaX IIOTY-
xajl. Jlasyph BBICOKOTO He60CBOZa MepKJa. Bessio ChIpo-
CTBIO.

Xo3sgiika Me6JIMPOBAaHHBIX KOMHAT, KyZa IoItasa KpuBIio-
Ba, C JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM OCMOTPEJIa HOBYIO JKIJIUIYY U BHU-
MaTeJIbHBIM B3IJIAI0M OKHHYJIA eé YeMOJaH4YUK KU CaKBO-
sDK ¢ OPOH30BOH OT/IEJIKOH.

KpuB110BOM 6BLI0 JIeT ABAAIIATE C HEOOJIBIINUM. V Heé ObI-
JIA y3KHe IUIeYH, Xy/0llaBoe JIUI0, C TEMHBIMU OPOBIMU
U TYCTBIMU PeCHUIIaMH, CBETJI0-30JI0TUCThIE BOJIOCHL. PocT
BBICOKUM, HO CJIO’KEHHe ,BO3AYIIHOE®, 3acTaBJIAIollee
UHOIZA IPHMHUMATh >KeHIMH 3a [ieBo4eK, PYKH TOHKUE;
U OHA JleprKaJja JIOKTHU OJIM3KO K Telly, cjerka HaKJIOHUB
TOJIOBY, UTO IIpUJaBajo el 6ecIioOMOINHBIN B, OFHAKO,
TOBOpHJIAa OHA 3HEPIMYHO, TeM TOHOM, KaKUM IIPHKAa3bl-
BaloOT, POMKO H SICHO...»



MepoHUM AcuHcKkun
Pacnnara



POXOT MOCTOBOM OIIYyINUI KpHUBIOBY.
e o o 1 OmHa ObLIa Kak B yaay. [1o IIMPOKKUM I1aHe-
JIIM CHOBAJIM TPYIIIBI KEHINUH U MYKX4YUH. /la-
JIékue ¢dacaabl MHOIOITaKHBIX JOMOB PaCILIbI-
BaJIUChb B CyMpake, 6arpoBblii OJjleCK Ha OKHax
roTyxaJ. Jlasypb BBICOKOIO He60OCBOJa MepKIIa.
Besi10 CBIPOCTEIO.

Xo03giiKa MeO6IMpPOBaHHBIX KOMHAT, KyZa II0-
naja KpuBrioBa, C JIOG0IIBITCTBOM OCMOTpeJia
HOBYI0 JKHJIMIy ¥ BHHMAaTeJIbHBIM B3IJIAIOM
OKHHYyJIa €€ 4eMOJaHUYUK U CaKBOSDK C OPOH30-
BOU OT/EJIKOM.

KpuBIioBo#i ObLIO JIeT ABaZIlAaTh C HeOOJIb-
muM. Y Heé OBLIM Y3KUe IUIeYH, Xy/0l[aBoe JIU-
110, C TEMHBIMU OpPOBSIMU U T'YCTBIMH peCHHUIIa-
MU, CBeTJIO-30JI0THUCThIE BOJIOCHL. POCT BBICOKHY,
HO CJIO’KEHHE «BO3YIIIHOEe», 3aCTaBJIAI0IIee HHO-
Ifa IPpUHUMATE JKEeHIIHUH 34 [[eBOUeK, PYKH TOH-
KUe; ¥ OHa JieprKaJia JIOKTU O6JIM3KO K TeJly, CJIer-
Ka HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY, UTO IIPH/aBajIo el 6ecIio-
MOIIHBINA BHUA. OJHaKO, TOBOPHUJIA OHA IHEPIHY-
HO, TeM TOHOM, KaKHUM IIPHUKa3kIBAIOT, IPOMKO U
SICHO...

Xo03s1iKa, YUTUBO CIIpocuiia v KpuUBIIOBOH [10-



KyMmeHT. Ta BEIHYJIa €r0 U3 CaKBOsDKA.

— Temep oIlleH MHOKO CTPOKOCTH, — ITOSICHHJIA
X0351MKa C YJIBIOKOM.

— MHe BCE paBHO...

— Bu Hu11eBO He OyzieTe ckasaTh 60JIbIIe?

— MHe HY>XHO y3HAaTh aJipec BOT 3TOTO T'OCIIO-
OUHA...

OHa BbIpBajia U3 KHID)KKH JIMCTOK M HaIIKCa-
Jia Ha HéM: «Hukostay [leTpoBrd PakoBHY».

—Bort! 3TO K yacy... 3aBTpa...

— O11eH Kaparlio, MajiaM... AfIbé, Mazam!

KpuBIioBa 3amepJacb Ha 3aMOK, IIOJIOXKHJIA
TII0[; IIOAYILIKY CAaKBOSDK, TYIO HAOUTBINM CepUAMU
U CTOPYOJIEBBIMU OyMakKaMH, 1 HOBEHbKHUH pe-
BOJIbBED, U 3aCHYJIa IJTYyOOKUM CHOM...

Bo cHe rpoXx0oT MOCTOBOM Kas3aJICAd el I'POMEI-
XaHUeM I10e3Ja.

I

Haj KpoBaThlo, Ha CTeHe, BLICOKOM U ITYCTBIH-
HOU, UrpaJsi 6J1eJHBIHN JIy4Y COJIHILA, OTPa’KEHHBIN
OT IPOTHUBOIIOJI0KHOTO JIOMa.

KpuBI10Ba, IPOCHYBIIKUCH, HE Ceryac MOIJIa
naTthb cebe OTYéT, rae oHa. OHa C HelOyMeHUEeM
CMOTpeJsia Ha cTeHy. [IécTpble I'Pé3bl KaK BCIIYI-
HyTas CcTasg OTHUIL, MUYaJINUCh Iepe] Hel, O6BICTPO



Hucyesas B 6siecke IHA. MuUJIoe JIUIIO eé IIOAPYIH,
BapeHbku CoOpOHOBHY, TOJIBKO UTO CH/EBIIIEH C
HeI0 B IIaHCHOHCKOM Jj0pTyape, Ife Psabl KpoBa-
Tell TOHYJM B MYTHOH BOJIHE IIpefyTPeHHEero
CBeTa, U IZe KTO-TO 6penus, MeXX TeM Kak Jiepe-
BbsI TOYHO IIPHU3PAKH YHBLIO TJIAZEJH CO ABOpa,
MI'HOBEHHO PacTasiyIo KaK KJI0Y0K TyMaHa. KpHB-
I10Ba IIPOBeJIa PYKOMH II0 IJIasaM, CO CTPAXOM IIO-
BepHyJIa rojoBy. OrpOMHOE OKHO CHSJIO SpKO.
Torma MeICAB, YTO OHa B IleTepOypre, BAPYr
MeJIbKHYJIa B €€ CO3HaHUMU.

OHa craJjia o/1eBaThCA.

BELI 1T0JIeHE.

1]

A PakoBHY — TOT CaMBbIH, afipec KOTOPOTO XO-
Tesla 3HaTh KpHUBIIOBa, — HETePIIEJIUBO XOJUJI, B
3TO BpeMs, I10 cBoeMy KabuHeTy. OH ObLI OIVH B
KBapTHUpe. /loMalllHUe ero >XUIU Ha fgade. OH
IpHexaj B TOPOJ, 4T06 OBITH C JOKJIAZOM Yy Ha-
YaJbHUKA.

KabuHeT mMes BUJ, CKopee Oyayapa, 4eM
KOMHATEBI [[eJIOBOTO YesI0BeKa. besible IITOPEIL, CO-
OpaHHBIEe B IBIIIHBIE CKI3JKH, KOKETJIHBO BBbI-
IJIAABIBAIA HM3-1I0f, 3eJIEHBIX I10/30pOB. IIHCh-
MeHHBIM CTOJ OB 3acTaBjJieH MHOXeCTBOM



00JIBIINX U MaJIeHbKUX $poTorpaduii, B 6POH30-
BBIX M OapXaTHBIX paMKaX. B opexoBoM 1mikady
IIBUIMJIACE TPyZa GpaHIly3sCKHUX poMaHOB. KoBEp
recTrpes B 60JbIIOM TproMo. KapTuUHEI M306pa-
JKaId KpacaBHUII: y OZHOM TeJI0 Yepecyyp po30-
BOe€, a Y APyroM yepecuyp >kéiaroe. CTOSI 3amax
TyaJIeTHOM BOJBI U ITY/APEL.

Cam PakoBUY TO>Ke He ITOXOJWUJI Ha [[eJI0BOTO
YeJI0OBeKa: H3AIIHBIN BUIIMYHIUDP, 0e3yKOpUs-
HeHHoe 6eJIbé, IIepUaTKH, JIUI0 COBCEM MaJlb4H-
Ireckoe. YEpHble BOJIOCHI Ha T0JIOBE OBLIM IY-
CTBle U BUJIMCH. biiefHble II[EKH, KpacHbIe I'yOHI,
OeJsiasi mIes, OOJILIIHMeE TIJIa3a, CUSIBIIHE KM OecIIo-
KOMHO 3aropaBIIIHecs] OT HeIIPepPLIBHOIO HAIL/IbI-
Ba KaKHUX-TO MBICJIel, KOTOpBIe, BIIPOYEM, TaK
JKe CKOpPO IPOXOAWIH, KaK M IIOIBJISIMCH, HOC,
CJIeTKa B3[I€PHYTHIM ¥ YyBCTBEHHBIM, POCT BEIIIIE
CpefHero, JUIMHHAag TaJlus, Y3KHe IUIeYH, Y3KUe
PYKH, — TaKOBa ObL/Ia HAPY>KHOCTh PakoBHya.

IV

OpHa’Xpl OH HEOXKHIAaHHO Mcye3 H3 N-CKa,
CBOEro POJHOIO ropoja. TaM OH CIIYKHJI CEKpe-
TapéM MHPOBOIO CHe3/ia, HO CIY>KUJI CIIYCTS PY-
KaBa. [IpeMMyIlleCTBEHHO >Ke 3aHHUMAJICSI TeM,
4TO PUCOBAJI Ha BCeX KapUKaTyphl U ITHCAJI CTH-



xu. [losTueckass pemyTalnys ¥ MUJIOBHUAHOCTH
ClleJIasIv ero JIIOMMIleM IIpeKpacHOoro IioJa. 3a
HUM yXakuBasid. OH 6bLI QpPaHT U IIepBBHIM Ha-
YUHaJ HOCUTH MOJHbIE KOCTHOMBL XOJWJI U B
BUIITHEBOM J>KaKeTe, U B 3€JIEHOBAaTOM, U B CH-
HeM, U, HaKOHeIl, B KjeT4yaToM. OZHO BpeMs ¥
Hero 6bLIM OPIOKHM YyTh He TeJIeCHOro IiBeTa. Ha
yIJIaX er0 BOPOTHUYKOB MHOT/A IIOSBJISIUCH CO-
6auby, COBUHBIE U JIOLIAAUHBIE TOJIOBHL. ['ajICTy-
KOB Y HETO UMeJIOCh 6€CKOHEeYHOe MHOKECTBO U
TO’Ke CaMbIX HEBO3MO>KHBIX IIBETOB. TeM He Me-
Hee, HA HEM BCE XOpOIIO CHEJO0, K HEMY BCé
nw10. Boob6Ime, 3a 4TO OBl OH HH B3SLJICS, UTOOBI
HU CTaJjl JejaTh — BCE eMy yZAaBajoch. OH IIyTd
OPOYUTHIBA CepbE3Hble KHUIH, — 3aHATHe, Ha
KOTOpOe B IIPOBUHIIMU CMOTPST C TOCKJIHUBOIO
IIOYTHUTEJBbHOCTBIO — U IIOTOM paccKasblBal HUX
coJlep>KaHUe B JIETKOM popme. KoHEUHO, MHOTO
TYT BpaJj, HO MaJI0 3TUM CTeCHSJICHd, U ero Bce
CAylIaayd. BelyuyuBas TakyKe Ilesble II03MBI U
IIpeKpacHo AeKjaMupoBas. Kpome TOro, TaHile-
BaJI C HEYTOMMMOCTBI0 IIparopinuka. Urpaii, u
meJ, ¥ OB QYO JIIOOUTENhCKUX CIIeKTaKJIeH.
OmHUM CJ0BOM, 3TO OBLI TaKOM MIJIBIM B OJIe-
CTAIUNA IIPOBUHIIMAILHBIN Cephlieesl, ¢ KOTO-



PBIM KOHKYPEHIIMs e[Ba JIU Oblla BO3MOYKHA, U
n3berxaTh 4Yapymolled BJIacTU KOTOPOIO A Ka-
KOM-HUOY/Ib 3aX0JIYyCTHOM OaphIlIHU OBLIO OIH-
HaKOBO TPYAHO. XOTS OH CJIbLI YeCTHBIM YeJIOBe-
KOM M HUKOI/Ia CO3HATeJILHO He cZesajl 6bl TaKo-
IO I1ara, KOTOPHIX BHEC OBl B )KU3Hb >KEHIIIUHBI
II030p U CTpajaHue, OJHAKO, K HeCYacThIo,
IIpefyCMOTPUTEILHOCTh He Obla OJHOM U3 €ero
MHOTOUYMCJIEHHBIX To6popeTeseil. C Apyroi CTO-
POHBI, IIOKJIOHEHHe, KOTOPBIM €ero OKpY’KaJlH,
OTPaBUJIO €T0, U OH CTaJl JieJIeITh MbIC/Ib, YTO OH
BBICIIIee CYIeCTBO, apTUCTHUUeCKas HaTypa, I
KOTOPOM IIpaBHWja OOBIYHOM MoOpaJu Heobs3a-
TeJbHBI. [0 JIF060BHBIE IPUKIIOYEHUs. BhLT
KaKOM-TO CTpaHHBIM rof. Bce TOYHO € yMa co-
. JIMYHOCTh, PakoBUYA C Ka)KABIM THEM IIPU-
obperasla BCE OOJBIIMN U OOJIBIINN HHTEpEC.
[Ipa3gHas sKU3Hb pasykKUrasa JIOO0IBITCTBO. /la-
MBI I10JJ06HO MOTBLJIbKaM CTPEMUJIUCH Ha OTOHb.
PakoBUY OKOHYATeJIbHO YBepOBaJI B CBOX HEOT-
PasuMOCThb ¥ CUMTAaJI I06e bl JI0KUHAMMU. ..
B aTo BpeMs 0H co1trésicd ¢ KpuBIoBOH.

E#i Torma 1mé1 BoceMHaAIaThIN IO/,
OHa TOJIbKO YTO BHIIILJIA U3 ITaHCHUOHA U YKIJIa



y cTapuKa-gaau. O HeCMeTHBIX 60raTCTBax 3TOro
IAOU XOOWIW pasHble QaHTaCTUYeCKHe CIIYXH,
HO MOJXXKHO C [OCTOBEPHOCTBIO CKasaTh JIUIb,
4TO OH OBLI CKYyIl. PAKOBUY HAHSI Y HETO [IOM, U
TaKUM 06pasoM HadyaoCh 3HAKOMCTBO MOJIOJBIX
Joaei. HUKTo He Bepwi, uyto Katg KpusijoBa —
B3pociasd [eBYyINKa.. HMIsusg Io4fep KUBa-
JIaCh eIlé TeM, UYTO OANA 3aCTaBJIsJI €€ MOHAIIIH-
BaTh IIAHCHOHCKHEe KOPOTKHe ILIaThia. [IpoBUH-
[UMaJIbHasg CIUIETHS He 3aMeTHJa eé, U IeJIbId
TOJ IOJINJICA eé POMaH C XOPOIIeHBKUM KBAapTH-
paHTOM. KaTg Oblla yBepeHa, 4YTO PakoBUY Ke-
HUTCI Ha Hed. OH roTOB OBLI KEHUTHCHA, HO Y
Hero uMeJsiachb CBOs Teopus. OH 3HAJI, UTO IIPUIT-
Hasg 0CTpOTa JIIDOBU HCUe3aeT, pa3 BIIOOJIEHHBIE
CTaHOBATCI MY>KeM U >KeHOH. «KUTb, UTOOBI Ha-
ciIa)kmaThes! — 1mentas oH KaTe HOUbI0 B Gecef-
Ke, TJIAA Ha 3BE3Mbl U CABUHYB IIUIAIY HA 3aThI-
JIOK. — HacmakgaTbcd — 3TO MOM JieBU3, KaTs».
KoHeuHO, MO’KHO BeCTH CYpPOBBIN 00pas >KU3HU
U paboraTh [uid OYAYIero cyacTbsd YesloBeye-
CTBA, HO 3TO yZeJI IepoeB, a OH — He repoi. Pako-
BUY B 9TOM OTHOIIIEHUH IT0XO/HJI Ha MHOXKECTBO
3aypsaAHBIX JIIO/Ied, KOTOPBIMU 60raThl IIepeXxo/-
Hble 3I0XU. I'psanyiue cyab0bl yejioBeyeCTBa OH



IIpefCcTaBJIsAI cebe B HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TYMaHHOM
BHJle, XOTb JIIOOMJI PacIpOCTPaHATHCI O HHUX.
[s1aBHOE, ero 3aHUMaJIO, YTO CEMEeHCTBO PyXHeT.
Kata KpusBIioBa, cayiasg PakoBuua, yBjeKajlach
«CMeJIBIM IIOJIETOM» ero (GaHTasuu, TOPSIYHO-
CTBIO €r0 «yOerXK[JeHUI», «IPaHJHU03HOCTbI0» Ha-
OpacbiBaeMbIX UM IlepclieKTuB. OHa IiesioBazia y
Hero pyKH, U ecau 6Bl 3TOT HOHOIIA II0TPeboBaJl
OT Heé KaKOM-HUOYJb MYyYUTEJIbLHOM >KepPTBBHI —
BCé cpesasia 6Bl 711 Hero. Ho MaJso-rioMazny Ha
IHe eé IYIIH CTaJIo IIeBeJIUThCsI COMHeHre. OHO
POC/IO He3aMeTHO U, HaKOHeIl, BBIPocJIo. Ilepuof,
KOIJla XO0YeTCs >KepTBOBaThb COO0I0 JIHOOUMOMY
4JeJI0OBeKY, IIPOXOoAu/I. HaurHajica rmepuo, Korja,
B CBOIO 04Yepensb, XKAYT KaKUX-HUOY/b KepTB. Ka-
Ts 3arOBOpHJIA O BeHIe HacToM4uBee. PAaKOBUY
cTaJl U3beraTh BCTpeY C Hel, JaBajl Heollpese-
JIEHHBIe OOelllaHMdA, KOI/la OHa JoOHBajIach CBU-
DaHUSA C HUM, U UTO-TO CKPELIBAJI OT Heé.
\

Crosiyia OCeHb, Korjia PakoBUY BAPYT yexasl U3
N-cka. C HuM yexaJsa 1oapyra Katu, BapeHbKa
CodpoHOBHUY, JOUYL OJHOTO BaXKHOIO 6apHHa, OT-
CTaBHOro reHepasa. CIUIeTHI MIHOBEHHO BBI-
IuIa U3 6eperoB U pasyMIach II0 BCEMY TOpPOAY.



Bce xpuyasnu 0 6esHpaBCTBEHHOCTU PakoBuya. B
OJTHOU I1eTepOypPrCKOM raseTe IOSIBUJIACh 0 HEM
KOPPeCIIOHeHIUA. ITO II0//IUJI0 Macja B OTOHb.
3aCKpHIlesd I1epbd U II0JIETeJH B TOCTEIIPUHM-
HYI0 pPeJaKIIMI0 IIOSICHUTEeJIbHBIe U Pa3bsiCHU-
TeJIbHblEe 3aMeTKH. YJIbIOKa CTPaHHOIO TOpJKe-
CTBa [I0JITO0 He CXOAWJa C JIMI[ PaCXOJUBIIHUXCA
IIPOBUHIIMAIOB. HO elBa TOJILKO JIMIa 3TU IIPU-
HSJIM 0OBIYHOE CKydalolllee BhIpakeHHe, KaK UX
CHOBA 3aCTaBHJIA PaCTAHYTHCA B IOPHU30HTAJIb-
HOM HaIIpaBJIeHUU BeCTh O TOM, 4TO cTapHUK Co-
¢poHOBUY HacTUr GerserioB B IleTep6ypre, rae
OHHU YyThb He YMUPAJIU C TOJIOAY, Al 38 JOUEPhI0
IIpHUaHOe ¥ BBIXJIOIIOTAJI 34T MecTo. PUHaIoM
’Ke BCeU 3TOM KyTepbMbl OBLIIO poXKaeHUe y KaTtu
pe6énka. CHOBa 3aroroTasio 4 3apeBesio IIPOBUH-
uajgbHOe 060JI0TO, U Jake Te JaMbl, KOTOPBIE
YyBCTBOBAJIM eIllé Ha IlleKaxX 3HOM IolesyeB Pa-
KOBUYA, IIPUHSAINUCH IIBBIPATH I'PSI3bI0 B [[€BYIII-
KY...
C Tex 1I0op IPOIILIO ABa rofa.

...«A He ympaTh JH? — 3a/ilaBajJ ceGe BOIIPOC
PakoBHUY, C TOCKOIO II€PEIHUCTHIBAsI B IPUEMHOM
HavyaJIbHUKA JIeJI0, U3BECTHOE MEXKIy €r0 COCJIY-



JKUBIIAMU II0 UMEHEeM ,Jlejla O BbleleHHOM SIH-
e“. — Mip kakoe oHo! TyT caM 4épT HOT'Y CJI0Ma-
eT. Yepy, yaepy! Beab aTo pabcTBO, KaTopra! Ya-
ca cBoboxmHoro Het! Topum Kak 6osBaH! 1 yero,
cupamuBaeTcs! Co CIyKObl He IIPOrOHAT... EcTe-
CTBEHHas IIpUYMUHA.. Hampumep, wMor 3a6o0-
JIeThb... BHe3aIHo... [Ipaso... [IpaBo, Kakue TyT 3a-
HATUA — JleToM... Ckyka... IIpoBasuces oHuU! 3X,
Obly1a He ObLIa!»

—Ilocaymarite, /lopodert JIbBOBUY, — o0Opa-
THICS OH K JIe)KYPHOMY YHHOBHUKY, — 00bSICHU-
Te ero IIPeBOCXOJUTEeJbCTBY, YTO A TOBO... 3a-
TPYLSHAIOCH IBUTHCA K HeMy... CKa’KUTe, 4YTo ...

JleXKypHBIT YWMHOBHUK, TMIAHT, C IIMPOKOH
¢usuoHOMHEN U I10J060CTPaCTHBIMU MaHepa-
MU, BCTaJI ¥ C YYaCT/JIUBLIM HUCIIYTOM CMOTpeJI Ha
PakoBu4a, I10-BUJUMOMY HECOMHEHHO CTPaiaB-
1rero.

—4Yrto ¢ Bamu, Hukosaii I[leTpoBUUY? — THUXO
CIIPOCHJI OH.

ITom6opomok PakoBrya OTBUC, Ha JIOy cobpa-
JIUCHh MOPILIHEL.

— boJsteH, uépT MeHs1 mobepu!

OH B3sUI MWIUHAP U CyHyJ OyMaru B IIOPT-
¢desnb.



-0Ox!.. CxkakuTe €ero IIPeBOCXOAUTEJILCTBY,
4TO 1 JYIIIeBHO ’KeJIa/l BRIICHUTD IIpef HUM «BO-
IIpOC O BBEIEEHHOM dHIle»... Ho He B COCTO%-
HUH, — 3aK/II0YU/ PaKOBHUY, OKOHYATEeJIbHO U3He-
Moras | IIpoIajias B IIepeHe.

[ToobefaB y «TaTap» W BepHYBIIHCHb K cebe,
4T06 IIepeofieThCs, OH HEeOXKUAHHO 3acTajl TaM

KpuBI110BY. Vil

OH BCKpPUKHYJI, IIOJHAJI OPOBU, PaCKpbLI POT
M 3aCTBLI Ha CEeKYH/y B HEJIOBKOM II03e, C pac-
CTaBJIEHHBIMHU pyKaMu. OIIpaBUBIIUCEH, OH 3aCY-
eTUJICH U IIOABUHYJI el KpPecJIo.

— Cagutecn! KaTs! boxxe moii!

— bsarogapro Bac, — oTBevasia KpuBITOBa H IIO-
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

—/Jla, ma... [ToHnMar!.. — ckasajs oH.- KoHeu-
HO, 1 BUHOBAT!.. KoHeuHO!.. UTO X, Ka3HUTE Me-
HA?!. He TOJILKO BUHOBAT... [lake 60Jjiee: IIpecTy-
IIeH... — [IPOU3HEC OH YOeKIEHHBIM TOHOM.

KpuBIioBa mMoJrdasia.

- Ax!.. JKajsb, BapeHbKH HeT... BaM cKasaJiy,
YTO OHa Ha jaye? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

- Ja...

— V>KacHO ’KaJib, UTO eé HeT... A y BaC B CVIII-



HOCTH KakKas I1eJIb? BBl [JIs1 Uero Ipuexaam?

—Ilocse y3Haere...

—Kaxk nocie?.. Ilouemy ke mocsie?.. Hy, BIIpo-
4yeM, BCE paBHO... OgHAKO Xe?..

OH yJip16aJICs, He 3Hasi UTO CKa3aTh elllé.

JleByIIIKa II0TYIIUJIACE.

— MHe xX0TeJIoCh 6BI 3HATh... He CoITUTe TOJIb-
Ko!..

—YecTHOE CJIOBO!..

— BapeHbKa 3HaJIa 0 Balllel... JIIOOBU?

PaxoBHUY yTBepAUTEIEHO KUBHYJI T'0JIOBOIO:

—/Ja... I oT Heé HUYero He CKprIiBajsl. OHa Me-
H{ IIPOCTUIIA...

KpusBIioBa 3axoxoTajia. PakoOBHY C HCIIyTOM
B3IJIIHYJI Ha rocThblo. Ho 0Ha GBICTPO YCIIOKOWU-
Jacb. E€ ryasa ObBLIM IIO-IIpeKHEMY TeMHHBL,
BJIQKHBI, U TOJILKO HIDKHAA Ir'yba TpereTasa.

— OHa o6pas! — mpoimernTasia oOHa.

—OHa, [eHCTBUTeJbHO, Ao6pas!— cepbE3HO
cKasaJ PakoBuU.

— OHa Tebd J06HUT?..

— OueHsb...

— W BRI el 0TBeUaeTe TeM Ke?

- Ma...

—V Bac ecTb ieTu?



— ChIH...

— TBI ero ToKe JIFOOUIIL?

- Tooxke.

—Tak BapeHbka Ha faue?.. MHe HaJI0 IIOBU-
IaTb BapeHbKy! - 1pomusHecsia KpuBIiioBa, Xmy-
PpsCE.

— A 4TO, BBI lyMaeTe — OHa BaM Oy/[eT y>KacHO
pana! — ¢ BHe3alIHBIM yBJIeUeHUEeM cKasaJl Pako-
BUU. — XOTUTE, I10efieM ceituac! IIpaBo, aTo OyzmeT
TaKOU CIOPIIPUS... TAKOU CIOPIIPHUS...

HeBckuii myMest. CBeT majajl ¢ pacKaJEHHOIO
Heb6a U cienu Iy1a3a. CTpaHHOe BOJIHEHHE OXBa-
THI0 KpuBIioBy. EM Ka3ayock, UTO OHA OJfHA Cpe-
A 3TOTO OTPOMHOIO TOPOJia, ¥ YTO Ha BCEM JIe-
JKHAT IIeYaTb 4Yero-TO0 BPaKAeOHOI0 M YyXKA0Io
el. [a3eTUMK BBIKPUKHBAJ «PE30JIIOIIUI0 BOEH-
HOTO CyZia» II0 KAKOMY-TO IIOJIUTHUYECKOMY [IeJIy.
My’kckHe M JaMCKHe KOCTIOMBI B MarasMHax
MOJ; KasaIuCh o6e3rjiaBJieHHBIMU QpaHTaMH U
¢paHTHXaMU. /[0 yIIeHd moJieTals, IIPope3bIBasicCh
CKBO3b TIyJl YJIMYHOH CYTOJIOKH, IIPOTSDKHBIMN
JIA3T KOJIEC KOHHOXKeJIe3sKH. HecMoTps Ha TO, UTO
roroza ObljIa AOBOJIBHO TEILIasi, JBOPHUKHU CTOS-
JIX Y BOPOT JJOMOB B HaroJIbHBIX IIy6ax. MOXKHO



OBLIO II0AyMaTh, YTO KaKHe-TO CEBEPHBIE BapPBa-
PBI HABOAHWJIN I'OPOL...

MouJtogble JIIOOU B3SUIM SJIMK Ha IIPHCTaHU Y
JIBOPIIOBOr0 MOCTa M CeJIH PSAAOM, TaK YTO YYB-
CTBOBAaJIU OJIM30CTL APYr Apyra. SIIUYHUK, B
KpacHou ¢ydarike, MEpHO pacKauuBaJICAd, Maxas
BEécJIaMH, C KOTOPBIX JieTeJIH OpbIsTu. Ero 6poH-
30BOe JIUI0 OBLIO 6eccTpacTHO, U Cephle Ijasa
IIPUCTAJIBLHO CMOTPEJIH BJaAb H3-II0f GJIMHOO0O-
pPasHOro KapTysa. B IIIMPOKOM peKe O0Tpa’kaIoch
KpacHuBoe IIécTpoe Hebo.

- 3p1ecs 11y60K0? — cripocuiia Kpusijosa.

— O4eHB, — 0TBeyaJ PakoBHU.

Vopyras riagb BoAbI KoJIbIXasack. CIeBa, Ka-
3aJI0Chb, OerKajld OpaH’KeBble 3[JaHUs Bacuibes-
CKOTO OCTpPOBa, MasiK{, YEpPHEIe KOPIIyca CYZOB.
[ImamrkoyTEl OCTAMINUCH I103aaU. 3UMHUM IBOpeL]
TeMHeJI HaIIpaBo.

—Bcé 3T0 MOJKHO OTJIMYHO YCTPOUTH! — BAPYT
HayvaJ BIiojsirosioca Pakosud. — S 06 aToM aymad,
Korzia Mel UK 110 HeBckoMy... Hy>KHO, 4TO00, 110
BO3MOJKHOCTH, BCe OBIIM CUACT/IUBEL.. Sl He BHU-
HOBAT, YTO TaK BBIILIO. f eif roBopuIIL... Ho... Of-
HHUM CJIOBOM... 9TO XOPOIIO, YTO THI eJelllb K



Helil.. BBl moipyry, BaM OJiv>Ke BCE 9TO, BCe 3THU
pasHble TaM TeMbl... CaMOMY MHe C Hel TeIllepb
HeJIOBKO... BUIUINL I, Yy HeE€ CBOSI TeOpHd...
HeCKOJILKO CBOeoOpasHas, KOHeUHoO... I mpuToM
y Heé xapakrTep... IIpaBfa, oHa 4Ype3BBEIYANHO
nobpas >KeHII[MHA, HO 0 HEeKOTOPHIX Belljax s C
Hell He TOBOPIO COBCeM... OHAKO, el HYyKHO II0-
CTaBUTH Ha BU/JI, UTO Ha TBOEU CTOPOHE IIpaBo, U
YTO, U C €€ TOYKU 3peHUd, y3ypraTop OHa, a He
ThI... [loHUMaeIlb? Tak 4TO YCTYIKH HEe0OXOIU-
MBI... I MHe Ka)keTCsl, UYTO ThI MOIJIa OBl JKUTH C
HaMH...

KpuBroBa, CKOHQy)XeHHass U HeroAyHIasd,
cTaJsia IJIg/leTh B CTOPOHY.

B posoBom [fmanmu wucyesasd 6GecUUCIeHHBbIE
MauThl TOUHO COCHOBBIM Jiec 6e3 BeTBel, U Kopa-
OesIbHBIe CHAaCTH KasaUCh IIayTUHKaMHU.

—Yto TBI, KaTd, cKakelb Ha 3TO? — CIIPOCHII
PakoBuu.

— MHe TpyAHO UTO-HUOYAb CKasaTh, — OTBEYa-
ja KpusBIioBa, He II0BOpayMBas TOJIOBBI, — HJIU,
MOKeT OBITh, COBECTHO... 06 3TOM 5 He JyMaJa...
BrpoueM, TyT He HaJL 4eM 3aAyMbIBAaThC!. —
IpubaBUIa OHA U OpesrJIMBO MaxXHyJa PyKOM.

OH cTaj CIoOpUThH, TOBOPUJL, UTO «TYT HUUETO



HeT Takoro». OHa MoJI4asa.
XI

MeXxy TeM SIMK OUJI 110 BOZE Y3KUMU BECIIa-
MHU. Bapyr oH cpesas oBOpoT. B 3apeBe 3akarta
YyepHesN NajdéKue rpoMaibl AgMUpaaTeiicTBa U
Hcakus, Ha 30JI0TOM KYII0JIe KOTOPOIO pas3bphIs-
TaHHBIM IIITHOM TIOpeJIO COJIHIle. Peka CTpyH-
Jlach cepebpoM. BBICOKO B Hebe GeJiesif JIETKHE
obJiauka, a HIKe IUIBUIA KaK KJIyOBl I1apa poso-
BaThle TYYH, U UX IIPOHU3BIBAIU IIOTOKU OTHS.

— A 4T0, eci 6 Tebe IPUIILIOCHL OPOCUTH Ba-
PeHbKY? — ckasajsia Kpusriiosa.

OH c ucryrom 3arJjisiHyJI ey B IJ1asa.

— Hascerma?

- Jla.

OH 3acMestiICs, CXBaTHUJI €€ PYKY U II0I1esI0BaJI.

- Ax, Katd!

- Hy?

— Bupuis sy, Katd... B Takoit popme efBa ju
3ToO... BOT B Apyroii... Hy, Ha BpeMs, 4To JU... Ka-
Ts, 1 MaTepHUaIbHO CBA3aH C Helo...

—Al

—/la, Kats...

XosiomHasg TeHb OKyTasla UX. SIIMK IOPKHYJI
nmoxy MocT. IuyXo InIeckasack Boga. durypa



SJIMYHUKA, IIOJHABIIEr0 BECJIa, 3aCThlIa B paMe
rpoJiéta. Ho y3skoe IIpOCTPaHCTBO OBICTPO pas-
IBUHYJIOCH, U HEOO OIISITH 3aCUSJI0 KPYTOM.

— BrI 3HaeTe, — IpOroBOpuJI PakoBUY, CKOHY-
JKeHHO YJIbI0asiCh, — IIPaBo, 1 Tebs 60JIbIIe JIH00-
Jr... Ho g 6ymy cky4yaTh, ecau 6poiry eé.. U
IIPUTOM BCE 3TO KaK-TO BAPYT... BAPYr 1 He Mo-
ry... Jlydiie BOT YTO...

-V Tebsa BCé BApPYT...— IIpepBajsia KpusiioBa
IIpe3pUTeJIbHO. — BBl U eé MosKeTe BAPYI Opo-
CUTh... /la IIpUMU K CBeJeHUI0, - IIprubaBUIIaA
OHa, — Telleph g 6orayka...

— MHe nucasu... g0 CKalyTUIICA... 3HAXO...

—Tak BOT BOIIpoC 0 MaTepHaJIbLHOM CTOPOHE...

- Vipomaercsa! - mmogxsaTUi OH. — KoHeudHoO.
Ho...

SImuk 1moBOpOTHMII CHOBA. Telepbh OHU OBLIU B
Bosbiioit HeBke. I1o 06eMM CTOpOHaM TSHYJIHCH
3laHUS C BBICOKMMU TpybaMH, 30JI0TUBIINUMUCT
B KOCBIX JIy4yaxX COJIHIIA, II[eTUHWUIUCH MauThl.
HaBcTpedy IUIBUIH APYrHe SUIMKH, OTKYZa HECCH
BeCEJIBIN cMeX. 3eJIeHb CTaHOBHJIACH I'yIIe. B Bo-
Jle POIIM OIPOKHUILIBAIUCH CILJIOIITHBIMU II0JI0-
caMH, BMecTe C 6eJIbIMM KOJIOHHaMHU 6apCKUX
Jad. BripaBo, pecTOpaH BO3BBIIIAJICA Ha XOJIMH-



CTOM BBICTYIIEe KaK KapTOYHBIA 3aMOK. TaM rpe-
MeJla My3BIKa, ¥ Ha ero Teppacax CHOBAJIU JIaKe!
B UEpHBIX ¢ppakax. [IoToM IMOKasaIuCh PSALbI Ma-
JeHbKHX mau. CTékja MX OKOH O0JIecTeJd Ha
coJiHIle. 3yOIIbl IIOAHATHIX MapKU3 U I1aJIaTOK Ha
KpOIIleYHBIX 6a/IKOHAX, BBIIJIAABIBABIINX M3-3a
IlepeB, IIpUaBalu JadyaM HapsigHbIU BUL 60HO0-
HbepoK. CTaHOBUJIOCH XO0JIOAHO. Biia’kHbBIe TeHU
JIOJKUJIHACH Y Geperos.

— Me1 ckopo?.. — crupocuia KpusrjoBa y Pako-
BHUYA.

—BoT, BOT ceiyac...— OTBedasl OH, BCTpelle-
HYBIIIUCH, — 38 3TUM 3aJIMBOM IIPUCTAHb...

Xl

JKena PakoBHua, yJI0KUBIIHU peGEHKA CIIaTh,
cujesia Ha 6aJIKOHUMKe CBOEU Jlauu U, KyTasiCh B
TEIUILIA IJIATOK, CMOTpeJsia Ha JOPOry, II0 KOTO-
POH LoJ/DKeH ObUI IIPUATH C IIPUCTaHU MY>X. OHa
OblIa Ype3BbIUAaHO B3BOJIHOBAHA, U €U yrKe Ha-
YMHAJIO KasaThCsd, 4TO ¢ HUKoJed IIPOM3O0IILIO
4TO-HUOYAb y>KacHoe. OH MOT IIOIACTh IIOJ Ba-
TOH KOHHOKeJIe3KH, yracTb B HeBy (ciyuaercs,
4YTO SIJIMKU OIIPOKHU/BIBAIOTCS), HA HEro MOT Hae-
XaTh HU3BO3YMK U pacTonTaTh ero. Kpome Toro,
OH MOT BHe3aITHO 3a00JIeTh U Tellepsb, II0XKaIyH,



JIESKUT 0e3 BCSIKOIO yXoZa B IIYCTOM KBapTHUpe.
(MuTepecHO 3HATH, IOrajfiaeTcd JIA IIOCJATh 3a
IOKTOpOoM?) HaKoHell, U 3TO BCeTo Xy>Ke, OH MOT
OTIIPaBUTHCA (He IIpeAyIpeIuBIIN e€) K Ka-
KUM-HUOY/Ib 3HAaKOMBIM, IIPEUMYIeCTBEHHO K
TeM, I'7le eCTb MOJIOAbIe ¥ XOPOIlIeHbKHUE JKeHIIIU-
HBI, U, B UaJly BeCEJILIX PasroOBOPOB, COBEPIIIEHHO
3a0BITH €&, HeCMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OHA JIFOOUT ero
OoJibIlle BCeX JIIOZIEM Ha CBeTe U CerofHs Jarke
coBceM He o6ejiajsia, IIOTOMY YTO He MOYKET OfHa
obenaTh. OH, OJHAKO, MOYKET U, 110 BCEH BEPOIT-
HOCTH, y>Xe 11006enain. Ho rae? B pecTopaHe, rje
BCTPETHJICA C KAKOU-HUOYABL II0A03PUTEIbHON U
O0OMKOM [neBHUIlEN (MeXAy HUMHU €eCTh 3aMeua-
TeJIbHO KpacHuBhbIe), MU He 3aexaJ Jid B HoByro
JlepeBHIO, K ['aJIKUHBIM, ¥V KOTOPBIX YyTh JIA He
IBeHaNIaTh foueped (BOCIIMTaHHEIX, K COXKaJle-
HUI, CaMbIM JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIM 00pa3oM)? Bo
BCAKOM CJIydae, Hajfilo Oy[eT, KOrja OH 3aCHET,
00OBICKaTh ero KapMaHbl. He MelllaeT TakyKe TIIa-
TeJBbHO IIEPesIUCTAaTh 3TO «JeJ0 O BhIeJeHHOM
gUIe», KOTOpoe OH IleJIoe JIeTO BO3SUT C COOOIO.
Hukoss1 — OHa OTJIMYHO ero U3yuuiia — OTKPOBe-
HEeH U 4YeCTeH TOJIbKO TaM, IJle YeCTHOCTh U OT-
KPOBEHHOCTEL MOIYT COCJIY>KHUTH €My II0JIe3HYI0



cayK0y, BOOOILle >Ke CKPBITEH U 3TOMCTUYEH.
JIuyHOe HacjaaKaeHHe (XO0Td OHa He IIOHHMAeT,
KaKoe HacJakK[eHHe IIeJI0OBAaThCI CO BCAKUM
BCTPEUHBIM CMas3JIUBeHbKUM JIMUYUKOM) OH CTa-
BUT BHIIIE €€ CIIOKOMCTBUA U B JKEPTBY MUHYT-
HOM IIPUXOTHU He 3aJyMaeTcs IIPUHECTH eé cya-
cTtbe. C HUM HAJ0 JlepXaTh yX0 BOCTPO U He [e-
JIaTb eMy HU MaJIeHlllel I1006JIa’KKU — MHaue OH
YCKOJIb3HET KaK yTOpb...
XI

O6ypeBaemast BCEMHU 3TUMHU MBICIIMHU, MOJIO-
Jas JKeHIMHAa U He 3aMeTHa, KaK eé MyX U
KpuBrijoBa BOLIUIM B JAUHBIM CaJUK, I7e, B IIeH-
Tpe €eJUHCTBEHHOM KYPTHHBI, C II06JIEKJIBIMH
I1BeTaMU, BO3BBIIIAJICA CTOJIO C 3epKaIbHbIM II1a-
pOM, U 3aTeM, IIPOM/A TeMHOBATYIO 3aJ1y HIKHe-
I0 3Ta)ka, yCTaBJIEHHYI0 COJIOMEHHBIMU CTYJIbS-
MU, IIOJHSIACH II0 Y3€HBKOM JIECTHHUIle A0 6al-
KOHa.

— BapeHbKa! - KpUKHYJI PakoBUY.

OHa B3/pOrHyJa U, BCTaB, IIOBEPHYJIA I'OJI0BY
K HEMY.

IIpu Buze KpHUBIOBOM MaJjleHBKHU JI00O €€,
BBIIYKJIBIA M UCIIOPYEHHBINA OCIIOH, BAPYT I106e-
Jesn. OHa CTOsUIa CIIMHOK K COJIHILY, BO BecChb



poCT, CTpOMHAas M IIOYTH MacCCHUBHas. Ha HIK-
Hel 4acTH eé KpyIJIOTo JIvIla 6iy>Kaasa 6sefHas
yJabIOKa, I'yobl TpelleTaysu. Kasasoch, OHa YIIO-
TpebsigeT OrpOMHBIE YCUJIHWSA BOJIM, 4YTOO IIOfa-
BUTEL CBO& THEBHOE CMYIIIeHUe.

KpusIioBa cMoTpeJsia 3710, U eé yJblOKa Oblia
TakKe HeKpacuBa. Ho 6JiefHOCTH 6blIa He3aMeT-
Ha, 6s1arozapsi pPo30BOMY CBETY 3aKaTa, IIpsIMO
IajaBlIeMy Ha Heé. PyKy ObLIM OIIYILEHBI, JIOK-
TH IIPPKUMAaJINCE K TeJIy, OHa AporKajia.

Tak IIPOILIO HECKOJBKO MYyYHTEeJbHBIX Ce-
KYH[I.

PaxoBUY IepBBEINM HAPYIIWI MOJTYaHUE, HEX-
HO TOJIKHYB KpHBIIOBY K ’KeHe U IIPOM3HeCsd pas-
BSA3HO:

— «AX, IIOAPY’KEHBbKH, KaK CKy4HO»!.. UTo K
BBL.. TOUHO HEJOBOJIbHBI BCTpedei... Hy, Mao
jau taMm uto!l.. Ctout jsu! byapTe mo-IIpeXxHEeMY
Ipy3baMU... Hy, MUp, mokaayucra, Mup!..

Ero >xeHa cpesiajia I1ar BIEPEN M MeJIeHHO
IPOTAHYJIa IIOAPYre MSATKYI0 PYKy, C TOHKHMH
aJabIlaMH.

— 3npaBcTBYH, KaTs! — ckasaJia oHa.

—3apaBcTBYH! — oTBevuasia KpHBIIOBa, 4yTh
IIpUKacasacb K eé pyke.— HM3BHHH, YTO TakK



HeOXXUJaHHO U, MOXeT ObITh, He BoBpeMsd... Ho
MHe HYJKHO... U s Hapyllly TBOE MUPHOE >KUTHE
HeO6OJIBLIIINM PasroBOPOM... Besib, 51 1J1s1 3TOrO Ha-
pouHo B IleTepOypr npuexasa... Hazerwcs, U3BU-
HUIIL?

Ta ¢ HeKkpacHBOU YJIBIOKOI0, KOTOPOI YMEIOT
OCKOPOJISITE JKEHIITUHBI, CKa3aJa:

— BeposATHO, UYTO-HUOYAbL OYeHb Ba’kKHOe?..
UYTo X feJsaThk... [[oroOBOPUM... €CJIH HeJOJIIO...

—Ma... OueHbp HenmoJro,— OoTBedasia KpuBIO-
Ba.— Hukosaii IletpoBuu! ViimuTe, II0KaJIyit-
cTa...

PakoBUY TIIpHCTaZTBLHO B3IJIAHYJ Ha Heé, II0-
TOM Ha >KeHy. I'/1a3a ero sacmesyiuchb. He coMHe-
BasICh, UTO €My YZacTCs, BO BCAKOM CJIydae, IIpH-
MUPUTE IIOAPYT, OH BBIIIIEJL.

KpuBI0Ba 3axJIOIIHYy/Ia 34 HUM CTEKJITHHYIO
IBepb. ['BO31b, fep KaBIIUK APAaIIUPOBKY, BBICKO-
YL, ¥ [IapyCUHA MSTKO OIIyCTHJIACh 0 I10JIa.

XIV

—T'oBopHu, Katg, — mporsHecsa MOJIOAAS JKeH-
ITUHA.

KpuBIi0Ba, pyKH KOTOPOH HEPBHO IIeBeJIH-
JIUCBH 107, TaJIBMOM, C TPYZLOM OTBeJIa IJjIa3a OT eé
IJIAJKOr0 30JI0TOTO KOJIbIla, B3syla CTYJI M ceJjia



CIIMHOM K BBEIXO[Y.

- B cymHoCTH, — Havasa OHa, — s1 X0TeJsIa CKa-
3aTb Tebe BCero HeCKOJBKO CJIOB... Ho ceiuac
pasgymara... Hy>xkHo, 4T06 BCE OBLIO II0 CIIpaBe[:-
JIUBOCTH... Y IIOTOMYy peuyb MOs Tellepb OyzaeT
aarHHee... Thl To/DKHA OyZellb eé BBICIYIIATh,
TBI Y MEHH B JIOJITY...

- B moury?
— Koneuno. Eciiu 6 661710 HHaye, MbI He BCTpe-
THJINCHL OBl Tak...— OHA HEJOBKO 3acMesach,

IIOBICKHMBAs BEIpa’KeHHe, — TaK CyXo!.. Belb MBI
OBLIM KaK CECTpHL... A Tellepb, BapeHbKa, MBI
Bpary. Uto noccopuio Hac? Ko, TeI OTH:AIA €To
y MeHA - U g Tebs BO3HeHaBHJesa. 3aTO U ThI
CTajla HeHaBHJeTh MeHs, II0TOMY 4YTO, pas3sOHB-
LT MOI0 JKH3Hb, C/eJaJlaCb MOMM HeOILIaTHBIM
OO/DKHHUKOM... TBI KaKAyl0 MHUHYTY JOJDKHA
OKHJaTh, UTO 5 II0TPe6YI0 OT Tebs 0TUYETa U CTa-
HY TBOUM CYZbEI0... U YTO MOTY OCYJAUTH Tebs U
IIOKapaTb — C HEYMOJIUMOCTBIO IIajladya. TBos
HeHaBUCThH, BapeHbKa, HIDKEe COPTOM, HO OHa
CIY>KHUT JI0Ka3aTeJIbCTBOM, UTO sI TOBOPIO IIPaB-
Ay

—UTo ke Tebe HYXHO, KaTa? — BcKpruyasa Ba-
PeHBKa, II0KUMasd IJIeYaMHU U Jjesias PYKOH KecT



HeJloyMeHUs. — [10JI0’KUM, MBI YK He Ipy3bsl; 9TO
eCTeCTBEHHO B IIOJ0OHBIX CJIy4asX... MBI Bpary,
IIOTOMY UYTO IIpefMeT Halllell BpasKAbl — JKUBOU
4eJIoBeK, KOTOPOr0 HeJb3sd JKe IOJeJUTh, 4T00
He OBLJIO 00KMIHO HU Tebe, HU MHe... Ho s coBceM
HeIIOBUHHA B TBOEM HecdacThe... I Iloyro6miia
Hukouro — ¥ TOJIBKO...

— 41 emé He HayKMHaIa TOBOPUTEH, BapeHbKa, —
C JPOXXbK B rosioce oTBedasia KpuBIioBa,— U 0
TOM, YTO MHe HY)KHO, CKa’ky II0ocJie. ITO OBLIO
TOJILKO IIPeJUCJIIOBHE — PasbsCHEHHe Ha TBOU
BOIIPOC.

OHa OmAThH IIOIIeBesiMjla PyKaMHU II0[ TaJlb-
MOM, IPUUYEM IIOC/IBIIMIANCI KaKOM-TO MeTaJLlu-
4eCKUU CTYK, U, cZiejIaB Haf, C060M yCUIre, Haua-
Ja:

—Emé 6p1! HUKOMYy He BOCIIpeIlaeTcs JIH0-
O6uTh!.. 3TO CBOOOHOE UyBCTBO... HO Beib U yOU-
BaTb HUKOMY He 3allpelaeTrcd... [0 IIOPHIL, 0
BpeMeHH...

—-Hy, sTo pasHuia! - >kuBo 3ameTuaa Paxo-
BUU.

—/la, pasHHUIla — BOOOIIE... — 0TBeyasia Kpus-
I10Ba, — HO He B MOEM ciyd4ae. Thl 3TO ceifuac
YBUAUIIL, ecId He Bujesa.. Ciaymrai.. MHe



Heuyero paclpoCTPaHATHCA O TOM, KakK s e20 JIIO-
6ua... OH Tebe caM BCE pacckasasl, II0TOMY UTO
0T Tebs1 y Hero He OBLJIO TaMH... I 3TO 3HAIO Te-
Iepsk... 51 6b11a ero >KeHOM, ¥ HaM HY>KHO ObLIO
IoBeH4YaThCqd... OH yacTo obemjaJ MHe 3TO...
[IpaBfa, IIpH 3TOM OH PasBUBAJI CBOIO TEOPHIO
JIMYHOIO HaCJHaKAeHUsd, KOoTopas MCKIYaaa
BO3MOJKHOCTE Opaka... Ho oH pasBuUBas eé, Mo-
JKeT OBITH, C I1eJIbI0 3a0/1aroBpeMeHHO IIPUYYUTH
MeHd K CBOMM OyayIuM H3MeHaM... MoxKeT
OBITb, OH PacCUYMUTHIBAJ, YTO U3 MeHs BBIHJET
IIMpPMA... YoKac II0JI0KeHUA TaK OBLI BeJIUK, YTO
s pellnsach OBl BHIMTH 3a HETO ¥ Ha 3TOM YCJIO-
BHUHM U II0KePTBOBATh JIIOOOBBIO... A OH MeXIy
TeM BCE MeJJIMI U CKPBIBA IIPUYUHY... THl BU-
Jlajla MOero agaro?.. 3To ObLI JUKapb B CaMOM
IpyboM CMBICIIE... 3aMeTUB, UTO 1 6epeMeHHa, OH
IIpesK/ie BCero OTKOJIOTHJI MEHS... U IIOTOM erKe-
JHEBHO MWW/ MeHs U II0IIpeKaJl... B Halllei 1u-
KOM, MeJIKO UMHOBHOM, MEIIaHCKOH Cpefie CBO-
6omHas JI000Bb — IIpecTyIIeHHe. TyT HeJb3s OT-
puiatk 6paka.. TyT 3aIlIIOOT KU CXKHUBYT... Bo
MHEHUHU [A0U g Oblla IIOC/IefHsASd APSAHb, KOTO-
PY¥0 MOXKHO OBLIIO OUTH ITMHKAaMH... U TOBOPUTH
el TaKHe Bellld, KOTOPBIX HUKOIZIa He CJIBIIIaIN



TBOU JBOPSHCKHE YyIIIY, BapeHbKa... bekaTh Obl-
JI0 HeKyza! Bcrogy ocMesisik Obl, BCIOy OCKOpPOU-
Ju 651l.. 1 Belb oH BCE 9TO 3HAJI. 3HaJIa U ThL. Ec-
JIK ThI YeCTHasi, TO He CTaHeIllb OT 3TOT0 OTKAa3bl-
BaThCd... [la, THI 3HAJIA, BapeHbKa, U [ake IIPO-
CTWIA eMy... 3a MeHs!.. Tl He OTBeTHJIa Ha MOE
OUCHbMO... SI yMoJisyla Tebs1 ImpuexaTb KO MHE...
HoBUATHCA... CaMOM OTIIPaBUTHLCI K Tebe MHe
ObLI0 Hesnb3d... [dad oTobpasl 0T MeHS e/lVH-
CTBEHHOE IIPUJINYHOEe IIaThe... A Y MeHd, OT MO-
el TorgalllHeM ITI0JHOTHI, 6BLJT TaKOM CMEIITHOMH,
II030pPHBIN BU... O, g IIOHUMAl0, II04eMy ThI He
IIpyexaja W oCTaBWja IIMCbMO 6e3 oTBeTa... B
3TO BpeMs BBl 00a ObLIM B CaMOM pasrape Ballle-
ro BOpKOBaHMUA... [IomoXau, He mepeObUBaM, Thl
IoCJIe CKaKelllb, eCJIM 3TO IIOHA00UTCH... [[0 TIO-
C/IefHEero OHA S HaTesaach... MU CHOCHJIA Mep3o0-
CTH JOAAH... BAPYT — BBl UCUE3JIU... U OPOCUIU Me-
Hd... 5l ocTasach ofHa, OCKOPOJIEHHAsI, 0OMaHY-
Tas, 6e3 Bepkl, 6e3 jiyda CBeTa...

OHa ocTaHOBMJIACH U 3aBUCTJIUBBEIM B3IJIf-
IIOM OKUHYJIa BapeHbKYy.

—Tol Temeps belle femme [npexkpacHas rcek-
wuHa - ¢p.], BapeHbKa, II0JHAasI U KpacuBasd...
KoHeuHO, TEI CYUACTJIUBO IIPOBEJIa 3THU ABa IoJa...



Tebe, MOXeT OBITH, HEIIOHSATHO TO, 0 UEM TOBO-
pro. Ha TBOM Iteyn He OIlyCKaJICd HU Yel KyJIak,
HUKTO He OUJI Tebd 110 JUILy... Y Tebs Bceraa Obl-
Jla U Jlyye3apHasi e CTBUTEIbHOCTD, U JIyde3ap-
HbIe HaJIeXKbL...

HaxMypHUBIINCH, OHA IIPOJ0JDKaJIa:

— Pomuiicst pe6EHOK... 3[0POBBIN U CHUJIbHBIH, C
TPOMKHUM KPHUKOM... BOT TyT OIISITH SIBUJIOCH YTO-
TO, UTO IIPUBS3aJI0 MeHd K ’KM3HU, KaK OHa HU
ObL1a Mep3Ka... OTHaKO, A IIPOL0JKAIL CBOE...
[Io ropony pacupoCTpPaHUJINCH CaMble THYCHBIE
6acHU... Kakas-To mobpas gyima, samuias Kosro,
IIpeAIIoJIo’KIIIA, UYTO peO6EHOK Y MeHs MOT OBITh...
MaJio Jix oT Koro! K saToMy nmpu6aBuIn Koe-4uTo...
U TakuM 06pas3oM COUyBCTBHE, KAKOE MOILJIO BBHI-
IacTh Ha MOIO JIOJIK0, ObLIO y6urTO... KO MHE CTa-
Jla UISTHCA KU 0BKa, JIro6Ka... I CKOpo IIoHsIa,
Kakasl y Heé mmpodeccus. A KOrja, B ce3ax U Io-
pe, 1 pacckasaJjia Js/ie 0 CBoer 6e3BBhIXOHOCTH. ..
U YHU3WJIACh JI0 TOTO, YTO BaJIsLIach Y HEro B HO-
rax... yHU3WIach i pe6éHKa! - IIpocd IIoIa-
OUTh MeHS U He 06paljaThbCs KaK ¢ CO0aKOM... OH
OCTEPBEHWJICSI, C KaKON-TO CTPAHHOM CBHPEIIO-
CTHIO, U OIISITh U30UJI MeHsd... TyT y MeHsI UCIIOP-
TWIaCh TPyAb... SI cTajla KOPMUTL pebEHKa KO-



3bUM MOJIOKOM, KOTOPOIO OH He IlepeBapHBall
MaJto-rtoMasty, OH TakK BBICOX, YTO KOIJa s Kylla-
Jla ero, py4yks ero KasaJuChb HUTOYKaMU... Ba-
PeHBKa, OH ymep!

OHa 3amoJsryasia. E€ riia3a HaIlOJIHHUJIHCH CJIe-
3aMH, OJIECHYBIIIMY Ha COJIHITE.

—Tsl KOHUMJIA? — cIpocUsia PaKoBUY pacTpo-
TaHHBIM I'0JIOCOM.

— HeTt, — oTBeuasia KpuB1ioBa, — He KOHYUIIA...

OHa BBIHYJIA IUIATOK M OTEpJIa CJIE3HL.

— Emié He BCé. IloXkasyiicTa, He »Kajlell MeH4!..
1o raymo... U crpaHHo... K TeGe 3TO He UZET...
Jla 1 U He 3aTeM 3TO TOBOpPIO... Jlydille ciyrrau!
3aboues 1. OH 3a60J1es1 ITapaJIiyoM U HeIlo-
IOBIDKHO JIeyKasl Ha KpOBaTH IieJIble HeZleId U Me-
canbl... IIoJIOBHHA TeJsla y Hero 6bLyIa XOJIOLHAs
KaK y JIATYIIKH... OH IIepecTasl TOBOPUTh U 00b-
SICHSJICS TOJIBKO IJIa3aMHU, KOTOpbIe CTPaHHO OJre-
CTeJIM Ha MEPTBOM JIUIle... Bcé BpeMd g Jo/DKHA
ObLIa yXa’KUBaTh 38 HUM... A 32 HUM OBLIIO TPY/I-
HO Y IIPOTHUBHO yXakuBaThb! TyT-TO 1 06/{yMBbIBa-
Jla caMble CJIOJKHBIe IJIaHBI MeCTH... KoHeuHo,
MeCTh HasHaydalachb He I JSA0U... YHUSUTEJIb-
HO OBLTIO OBl MCTUTH eMy. § X0Tesa MCTUTh KoJe



U Tebe... fI 3HaIa, YTO y AU eCTh IBaAIlaTh Thl-
csg4d... OHH JIe’KaJIM B KO’KaHBIX MeIIIOYKaxX H ra-
3eTHBIX IaKeTax Ha JHe OOJIBIIIOTO KoMoga... S
4acTo MeuTaJia, YTO C 3TUMH JeHbraMH S MOIJIa
OBl II0eXaTh XOTh Ha KpaW CBeTa U BCIOJY OTHIC-
KaTh Bac U pacKBUTATLCI C BaMU... S Kmaja
TOJBKO CMEpPTU [Ad41U, IIOTOMY UTO He XOTeja
OBITH BOPOBKOM, XOTb X MOIIa Obl 6e3HaKa3aHHO
B34Th 9TU [ABAJLIATh THICAY, @ YMUPAIOIIET0 OT-
IIpaBUTH B O0JIbHUILY... HO IIpeK/e 4yeM MCTUTh,
HaZl0 OBLJIO0 B3BECHTh, HACKOJIBbKO BEI 06a OBLIH
BHUHOBATEHL... KTO 00JIbIlIe ¥ KTO MeHbIIIe... Kormga
IAs YMep, 3TOT BOIIPOC C MYYHUTEJIbHOM Ha30M-
JIUBOCTBIO CTasJl IIpecjefoBaTh MeHd... U OJHA-
KBl o MpUIIa K 3aKJIUYeHUo, uyTo Koig co-
BCeM He BHUHOBAT. /la, BapeHbKa, OH COBCeM He
BUHOBAT! 3TO CTPaHHBIN, MUJILIHN YesI0BeK, KOTO-
PBIF MOJKeT cfesiaTh IOJJIOCTh 6eCcCO3HATeIbHO,
U Ha KOTOPOTO0, CTPOr0 TOBOPS, HeJb3d CePAUTD-
cd... Sl ImoHMMaro, II0YeMy ero MOIYT JIFOOUTH
Bce... Kosig MoXKeT OBITH OpyreM B UbUX YTOLHO
PyKax, 1 ero MO>KHO JIETKO IIOABUHYTH U Ha Te-
POVICKHUU IIOIBUT, U HA IIpecTyIUIeHMe... HoX, KO-
TOPHIM yOMBAaKT, He BUHOBAT... BUHOBAT 4eJIo-
BeK... BOT I104eMy, BapeHbKa, ThI CTajia IIpeaMe-



TOM MOeM 0C0O0eHHOM HeHaBHCTHU!.. Thl BIOXHO-
Buia Kosro Ha mopsioe fesio... Hameroch, THI He
CTaHeIllb 3TOTO OCHapUBaTh... Thl 3acTaBUIA €T0
OpOCUTHL MeHd U, IIeHOI0 MOEro Iops U I[eHOI0
’KHU3HU MOero pebéHka, ycTpousa cebe CUaCT/IU-
BYI0 OOCTAaHOBKY... BapeHbKa, Hey>KeJd Thl HU-
KOrJla B 3TH /iBa TOfla He YyBCTBOBaJa yIphI3e-
Hun? OTBeuai, Bapennkal!

XVI

BapeHbKa ImocMoTpesia Ha Heé UCIIyraHHBIMU
rJIa3aMu.

— ThI €ro 10 CHUX II0P JIFOOUIIE?

—Eciu 6 g ero HUKOrga He JiroOmial!l — ¢ Toc-
KOH BckpHuyasa Kpusriosa.

—/la, 6pUI0 6 JIydile...— 3aMeTHJa MOJIOAAs
JKeHIIIMHa. — Ho KOHeuHO, 3TO TBOé mpaBo... Ho
Jlali )Ke U MHe CKa3aTbhb HeCKOJILKO CJIOB, IIpeXK/e
yeM 0TBeUaTh Ha TBOM CTPaHHBIN BOIIPOC...

—ToBopu.

— THI CJIUINIKOM IIPEBO3HOCHUIIL HUKOJII0, — Ha-
yasa BapeHbka.- Ilo-TBoeMy, HUMKOII- Ka-
KOM-TO arHel] HEBUHHGBIN. Thl OCjeIl/ieHAa UM U
HUYero He BUIUIIL B HEM, KPpOMe MUJIOBUIHO-
cTy. HO OH UesIOBeK U I0OBOJILHO peasbHBIN. Ko-
HeYHO, ero HaJl0 PacKyCUThb... S BeJb BOT TOXKe



AyMaJia 0 HéM, KaK 0 YéM-TO IIPEKPaCHOM U JeT-
CKH-He3JI06MBOM... Ho Tellepp He fymaro... M Mo-
JKeT OBITh TOJIBKO peaJbHOMY OTHOIIEHHI0 K
HeMy 4 00513aHa TeM, UTO OH MeHs He OpPOCHII U
He 6pocHT... HUKOJIA — YesloBeK, KOTOPBIH JII0OUT
cebs ¥ OOJIbIIIe HUKOTO... Y HEro cyacT/IMBas Ha-
PY’KHOCTb... ITO IIOJKYIIaeT; HO 3TO He obecIIe-
quBaeT... Te6e HYXHBI QpaKThI? M3BOJIb. I HUKO-
My HHUKOIZA He cKasaJa Obl... Ho Tebe Hazmo cKa-
3aTh. Mos "KM3Hb e/[Ba JIX MOKeT ObITh Ha3BaHa
CYaCTJIUBOK. B IIPOIIJIIOM IrOAy OH JBa pasa OT-
BpaTUTeJILHO 06MaHyJs MeHs. B IleTepOypre Tak
JIETKO IIpATaTh KOHIIBI! Mo)Kelllb cebe IIpefCTa-
BUTB, KO MHe XO[HUJIa 6paTh YPOKH OfHA [[€BOY-
Ka... TyT ecTb GefjHasi YMHOBHAA CeMbs, U 1 caMa
IIpeUIOKUIIa 3aHUMAThCS, YTOO6 KaK-HUOYIb II0-
MOYb eH... /[eBoUKe OBLJIO He 0oJiee IATHAAIIATH
JIeT... XpOMOHoOras AypHyIlIka.. W BoT Hukosa
cobs1asHUJICA Ha Heé U YBJIEK ypy... UTO BCero
BO3MYTHUTeJIbHee, TaK 3TO TO, YTO C HEro KakK C I'y-
cs1 Boga! Ceriuac HAMBHOCTb M OTKPOBEHHOCTE —
IIPU3HAJICI BO BCEM... B Apyroi pas oH 3aTesI
OOJIBIITYI0 UIPY... [IKca CTUXU U B3GHUBaJ BOJIO-
Cbl KaK II0Zj06aeT I03Ty... MeHs 3TO BCTPEBOXKU-
JIO, ¥ 1 HEBOJIBHO CTaJla CIeQUTh... [leiCTBUTEIb-



HO, 0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO OH 3aBEJI CBSI3b C OMHOM 0Oa-
PBHILIHeM — g B IIalIUPOCKe Halllla 3alluCKy...
OIATh KakK C I'ycs Bojia. baphlliHio cTas 6paHUTh
U OBICTPO 3a0BLI... MOJIOABIX TOPHUYHBIX S He
nepxy. Ho MOKHO cKasaTh, 4TO g CMOTPIO Ha
I00pOZEeTeIbHOCTE MYKUUHBI CO CJIMIIKOM 6a-
Obell TOUKU 3peHUs... Xopollo. BoT npyrue dax-
Thl. Tl TOBOPHIIb, OH CIIOCOOEH Ha TepOoMCKUe
neisa, HebGosbIlloro reporsmMa OT Hero TpeboBa-
JIX — 1aTh IIPUIOT OJHOMY 4YesIOBeKYy Ha JiBa JiHs.
OTkasaJ HaoTpes... I IpUTOM CyX0, C KaKOM-TO
CTap4YecKOH TPYCJIUBOCTBIO. 3aTEM...

— loBosibHO, BapeHbKa! - ckasasa KpuBI[O-
Ba. — THI ero He JIIOOUIIIE...

—C 4ero Thl 3TO B3dJIa? — CEPAUTO CIIPOCHJIA
Bapennka. - Hert, g ero jro6sr. Ho 0610 Ta-
KHUM, KaKOB OH Ha CaMOM feJe... Sl ero He Haps-
’Kalo B HjeasbHble KOCTIOMBI U TPeOyI0 OT Hero
HEMHOroro... 5l Xo4dy, 4yTo6bl OH ObBLI MOM - U
TOJIBKO... Ha Hero s MoCTOSHHO CMOTPI CBepXy
BHU3 U He Jjal0 eMy 3a0bIBaThCs... II0JI0KUTEIIb-
HOM IIOZJIOCTH OH He cZejaeT, U C HUM MO>KHO
CIIOKOMHO IIPOKUTH BeK, eC/IU Jlep>KaTh ero B py-
Kax...

— Ho TBI ero coBceM He yBaskaelln!..



- VBaxkaTh Huxkouro! Eciiu 6 g crazna yBakaThb
ero, OH Ha JIPyrou JeHb 6poCHyI O6bI MeHd... Xxa!
Hy, a TbI ero yBakaemib?.. Tel 3Haelllb, 1 C HUM
Jlake HUKOIZ[a He CCOPIOCh, XOTS y Hero Gelrre-
HBIN XapakTep, U OH MOKeT 3JIMThCSI KaK 06e3bs-
Ha... Ecyi OBl 4 cTajla CCOPUThCA WU II0Ka3asia
OBI BHJI, YTO MEHSI BOJIHYET €ro THeB, 1 yTpaTHiia
OBl HaJ, HUM BJIACTh... IIoTOM... 5l CIexXy 3a Kax-
IBIM €ro IIaroM M TakK U3Yy4MJjIa ero JIUII0 U IJIa-
33, YTO MOIYy yTraJAbpIBaTh BCe ero MeIcad... Korga
OH 3aMBIIILIIeT UYTO-HUOYIb HEKpPacHuBoOe, I yrKe
3HAI0 U IIPUHUMAK CBOU MepEL... BOT TaKUM IIy-
TéM IIOANEpP KMBAI0 S KOe-KaK Hallle paBHOBe-
cue... Ho aTo oueHb TPyIHO.

— OpHako, BapeHbKa, — ckasajga KpusiioBa c
HaCMeIUIUBOM YJILIOKOM, — BE/lb 3TO BCE JIOKA3HI-
BaeT TOJBKO, 4TO KoJIg IIOCIyIIIHOE Opynaue B
TBOHUX PYKaX... YTO TaK’Ke JIeTKO ThI MOIJIa YIep-
’KaTh ero Torga OT IIOJJIOTO [iejia... BHYIIUTH
emy...

—-YTo BHYIIUTL? — Ilepebua eé BapeHbKa C
3aropeBIINMUCS IJla3aMU.— Hedero ObLJIO BHY-
mats! ThI HUIeayIMCTKa, He 3Haelllb XUsHu! Tl
IyMaelllb, TaK BOT OH, «3TOT CTPAHHBIN, MUJIBII
4eJIoBeK», U OYXHYJ MHe, IIpU IIEPBOM >Ke 3Ha-



KOMCTBe, UTO OH co0JasHIJI TebOs... HeT, OH 3TO
TOIZla CKpPBUI. A y>Ke IIOTOM pacckasas, Korjaa
Halll y3eJ OBbLI 3aBg3aH, U KOTZa IIPUXOAUIOCH
BbIOMpaTh, KOMy M3 Hac T'HMOHYTHL - Tebe WIH
MHe... IlocayinHoe opynuel. /Jla ecid Ha TO
TIOIIIO, TaK g Tebe CKaKy, 4YTO II0KepPTBYH S TO-
rma cobor, THl OB BCE-TaKU He yjep>Kaja ero...
Tl Ha HEW MOJIHINILCS, a Ha HEro MOJIUTHCI
HeJsb3d... TOJIBKO S OfHa MOTIJIa JIIOOUTH €ro U
MOTY JIIOOUTH U OyAy JIIOOUTh... Y MeHs TaKasl Ha-
Typa... My>KcKasi, 4To Ju... YesloBeKa ¢ TBEPAOU
BOJIel, KOTOPBIN OBLT OBI BBIIIIe MeHd, 1 He II0-
TEePILII0 BO3Je cebd... BOT rmoueMy 1 HUKOMY He
oTAaM mMoero HukoJto.
XVII

KpusiioBa 6bu1a cMmyllleHa. UyBCTBOBajach
IoJIs1 IpaBIbl B CJI0BaX BapeHBbKH, KaK el Kasa-
JIoCchb. Ho... Hey»KeJIl MO>KHO JIFOOUTB, IIpe3upas?
Heyxenmu PakoBUY - Takoe O0e3fyIllHOe CyIlle-
cTBO? HeyyKesd aTU IIpeKpacHble Ijla3a U Cero-
IHSA OISATH JITaJIM KakK Bcerma? OHa MmoJI4ajia U
Tep3asach. Ha eé Jjiuile HepOBHBIMM NIATHAMU
BBICTYIIMJI pyMsHeIl. KoMy >Xe MCTUTb U Kak
MCTUTB? U MMeeT JId MIIleHUe CMBICJA? BrLioe
YIIIO KyZia-TO Ha3ajl, B MpakK 3abBeHUs1. TaM TOJI-



MWINCH OJiefHble IIPU3PaKH, OOJIHKHU IIeperKu-
THIX CTpaJaHUM, HesCHBIe, PacIILIBAIOIIIHECH,
TrOTOBBIE UCUE3HYTh B POOKOM CUSTHHUU KaKOT'0-TO
HOBOTI'0 TEIJIOr0 YyBCTBA. BBII MOMEHT, KOrza ei
XOTEJIOCh IIPeKJIOHUTHLCI IIpefl COBEPIIUBIINM-
Cs, — IIpeJ 3TUM 3[aHUeM, BO3ABUTHYTHIM Ha Pas-
BaJIMHAX eé JIYUIIIUX Hajlex. EX X0Tesoch Ipo-
TIHYTH PYKy BapeHbKe U CcKas3aThb C TOpsIYUM
yBJIeUeHMEeM, UTO OHa eé mpolaeT. Ho BApyT rae-
TO, B TAHUKe e€é B3BOJIHOBAaHHOU AYIIH, GJiec-
HYJI JIy4 Apyroro ceera. OH HUKOT/Ia He IIoracadl,
XOTS 4aCTO HEHAaBUCTD U TOpe 3aCJIOHSIN ero II0-
NO6HO TeHsAM. 1 BOT Tellepb OH SIPKO OTPasUICA
B eé ry1asax. Bea eé ¢urypa npeobpasuiiach, OHa
BCTajJa U, IIAAd Ha BapeHbKY, C BhIpa’KeHUEM
CTPaHHOM BeJIMYaBOCTH U IIpe3peHus, TPOMKO
CKa3aJia:

— 51 o610 ero... HecMoTps Ha BCE, JIH06JIHO!..
U xouy ybequThCs, TaK JIU OH 0e3HaJIEXKHO Mep-
30K, KaK Thl TOBOPHIIE... I 0oTHUMY Y Tebs Kourto.
IloToMy UTO OH He TBOM, a MO#1... [Ipo1aii!

OHa oTOpocuia IpallMpOBKY U XOTeJsa YHUTH.
Ho BapeHbKa, BCcS Tpemnenia, 6bICTPO IIOJHSIACH
C MeCTa Y, C CHJIOM CXBaTUB eé 3a PyKy, cKasaja
YMOJISIOIIM IIIEIIOTOM:



— TrI aTOTO He chesaelnb, KaTsa!.. Muias, go6-
pad KaTts, TBI 3TOr0 He Cc/esaells!..

ITocapnmanucy 1maryd PakoBuya, U OH II0SIBHII-
ca B Bepsx. OH BUjesI, KaK 00e KeHII[UHEI CMOT-
pesnu Ipyr ApPysKKe B JIMII0, U €My II0Kas3aJIoCh,
YTO OHHU XOTAT I[eJIoBAaThCA. OH I'POMKO KpPHK-
HyJ: «bpaBo, 6paBo!», U 3TUM BO3IJIaCOM, CMY-
TUBIIUM BapeHBKY, I1oMOI KpUBII0BOM BEICBO6O-
OUTh PYKY U OCTaBUTH 06aJIKOH. OHa GBICTPO II0-
IlollIa K MOJIOZOMY YeJIOBEKY U IIpOoIlleIrTaia:

— IIpuesrkaii Ko MHe cerofH«d... Mot agpec...

—He caymain eé, Hukosg!- KpukHysa Ba-
peHbKa, B CBOIO Ouepelb Ilojberasi K HeMy, B
CTPaIllHOM HCIIyTe, C IIEPEKOCHUBIIKMMCSA JIHUIIOM,
CO CBEPKAIIMMU IJIa3aMH.

—Mo# agpec, - I'pOMKO cKasajia KpuBIioBa,
CTapasdch IlepeKpuuaTh BapeHbBKy,- HeBcKU
IIPOCIIEKT...

— He cayiiait e€, He caytai!

Ho KpusIioBa fjockasajia CBOM afpec, YKIOHU-
Jack OT BapeHBKH, KOTOpas 3aMaxHyJjach Ha
Heé, UTOOBI YAAPUTh, OBICTPO CIIYCTUIACH C JIECT-
HUIIBI U Cpa3y Halll/Ia JOpOory K IIPHUCTaHH. Tam
OHa B3siyIa OMJIeT U ceJla HAa IapoxXof. Bcé aTo oHa
Ipofesasia MalllHajabHO. EE cepphile cTpallrHo



ousock. OHa He BH[eJIa, UTO JieJIaeTcs BOKPYT
Heé. B3ruay eé ObLII HelIOIBI)KEH U TYIIO YCTPEM-
JIEH TyZa, I7le, 3a YEPHBIMU CTBOJIAMHU [lepeBLEB,
CpeAu 30JIOTHUCTBIX 06JIAKOB, OTOPAaJIO COJIHIIE,
KpacHoe Kak pyOouH.
XVIII

[Tapoxoy, 3alIuIles U, IIIYMHO BCIIEHUB BO.Y,
CTaJl OTYaJIMBaTh C MepHBIM KJIOXTaHbeM. KTo-
TO UrpaJl Ha rapMoOHUKe. CIIBIIIAIUCh PpaHIlys-
CKHe, HeMeIlKhe U pycckue ¢ppassl. Ha MeqHBIX
4acTAX MalllUHBI II0TyXaJl COJIHEUHBbIHN CBeT. Bia-
JI, B MSITKOM CyMpake, Ha Teppacax JIETHUX pe-
CTOPAHOB, y’Ke SpKO CHUSJIM MOJIOYHBIE Iapbl
9JIeKTPUYECKHUX CBeueK. beper Haxomuicad Ha
paccTosHUM, II0 KpaWHeM Mepe, apllinHa, Kak
BAPYT Kakas-To ¢Urypa IosgBuiach Ha IL1aTdop-
Me IIpUCTaHY, C pasbera, He JOJITO JAyMas, IIPbIT-
HyJla Ha JIeCeHKy IIapoXofa, IIOKayHyJach, HO
yAep;Kajach B PaBHOBECHM, CZejlaB [BIDKeHUe
pyKaMy, U pacIlyCTWIa IIpA 3TOM HaIlopobue
KphLjla Cephlil ILIef,

Jt0 6511 PakoBUUY.

KpuBI10Ba, KaK TOJIbKO OH IIOJOIIE] K HeH U,
KpacHbIM U YJIBIOAIOIIUMICS, CeJsl PSZOM, II0YYB-
CTBOBaJIa TaKOM IIPWJIMB PaZOCTH, YTO UyTh He



paciuiakajacb. JTa pafocTh Oblla BHe3aIllHa.
KpuBrijoBa cMmesiyiach, ¥ »Kajla eMy PYKY, U YKOPSI-
Jla ero 3a CMeJIbId IIPBDKOK, a B TO JKe BpeMs el
OBLIO IIPUATHO, UYTO OH PUCKOBAJI M3-3a Heé, eCciiu
He JKHU3HBIO, TO BO BCSIKOM CJIyd4ae 3J0pPOBLEM.
OH, 3HAYUT, MUJIBIN YeJIOBEK, U BCé IypHOe, Cle-
JIaHHOe ¥M — IIPSIMOM pes3yJsbTaT IIOCTOPOHHUX
BJIUSSHUUN. YKPEIUBIIUCH BAPYT B 3TOM MHEHUH,
6oJiee yueM Korja-HuOyb, KpUBIl0OBa He OTPHIBA-
Jla IJIa3 OT pasropesllerocs Juia PakoBu4ya, U
ero MIEI0T U 3BYKHU ero roJjoca CjaaZ0CTHO BOJIHO-
Baynu eé. OHa KUBaja rOJIOBOM B OTBeT Ha ero
¢pasbl, KpacHesia, ¥ OTIIy4YHWBaJIach, U TOBOPHUJIA
eMy: «Mou! Moii!» ¢ TeM LOBepUMBLIM YBJIEUe-
HUeM, C KaKUM IIPOU3HOCHUJIA 3TO CJIOBO TPHU Iofa
Hasaj, KOIja BIIepBLIe OXBATUJI €€ CTPaCTHBIN
nopbIB. OHU 6ecrieyHo 60JITasv, TOUHO OHU Obl-
JIX JII0O00BHUKH, KOTOPBIE BCE elllé OBIIN CUaCT-
JIUBBI, BCE eIlfé KaJ{HO ITMJ/IX U3 Yallly, He OTPaB-
JIEHHOM HM eIMHOU Kallled ropeud, U Oyzayiree
KOTOPBIX OBLIO SICHO W 6pocasio UM HaBCTpeuy
OYLINUCThIe BEeHKU U OyKeTbl. HUKTO M3 HUX He
yIIOMHHAaJ 0 BapeHbKe. JTa )KeHIIIUHA, I10-BUU-
MOMY, He cyliecTBoBasia. O Hell 3a6buIn. CIieHa,
TOJIBKO YTO pasbIrpaBIIasicsad MeXKAy 06eMMHU IIO-



ApyraMy, MTHOBEHHO IIOTYCKHeJIa, a 3HaYeHHe
eé yMaJIMJIOCh IO CMeIllHoro. IIpomreziee 65110
BBIUEPKHYTO M3 >KM3HU. HacToslimee KaK MOIY-
4Jasd BOJIHA IIOAXBATHUJ/IO UX U HECJIO B KaKyI0-TO
$aHTaCTUUYeCKYIO CTPaHy, HaCeJIEHHYI0 MUJIBIMU
M T'PaIfM03HBIMU BHEHUSIMH, KOTOPEIE H3/aJIH
IIaJIOBJIMBO YJIBIOAIMNCh UM KaK CTapbIM 3HAKO-
MBIM U MaHWIH HUX K ceOe, KH/iad Ha HUX BJIaX-
Hble B3IJIAbl. PAKOBUY OKyTaJI €€ ILIeJOM, KOTO-
PBIF OH HapO4YHO /I Heé 3axBaTU/I. OHa corpe-
Jlack U 607po cujesia Ha CBOéM MecTe. MHorzma
OHa CMOTpeJIa II0 CTOPOHAM, C JIACKOBOI CHUCXO-
OUTEeJILHOCTBIO0. Telephb y>kKe He ObLJIO 3JIBIX U Uy-
JKHX. Bce OBLIH XOpolre U fo6pele. Ho Jsydlite U
nobpee Bcex 6b11 KoJrs.

Mexxny TeM TeMHeJ10. JIa3ypb Heb6a OT/IUBaJa
CephBIM IIepJaMyTpOM, Ha BCE GPOCABIINM TYCK-
JIBIF oTcBeT. CosiHIle coBceM 3alwio. I1o Xosop-
HOM IJIaI PeKH cTJajsack 6esioBaTas JAbIMKa. 3a-
JKUTAJIUCh OTHH, BBICTPAUBASACH AJIMHHBIMU DPSI-
JaMH, OIIPOKHBIBASACEH U p0o>Ka B Boje. Ilapoxon
IIBIXTEJI ¥ HaUYHMHaJI OIMCHIBATEH IIOJIYKpPYT. IIps-
MO uepHesa Macca JlerHero cajga. Tam urpasa
My3bIKa, U eé yMHUparolliie 3BYKHU IIOAHUMAIU B
nayure KpHBIIOBOM IeJIOM POM HAPAAHBIX IPES.



[ImeHUTeILHBIE, OHU BJIEKJIH €é B CBOM CTpaH-
HBIM MUp, ¥, TOYHO CTOS Ha Kparo 6e3HbI, Ha
IHe KOTOPOM pacliBeTaI IIBETHI C OLYPSIOLIUM
apoMaToM, OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa CJIAJJOCTHOE TIOJIO-
BOKpY>KeHUe...

XIX

ITapoxop mpuYaJInI K IPUCTAaHU, U I1aCCaKH-
PBl OBICTPO OUYMCTHJIM €ro, KapabKasch II0 KpY-
TOoN JsieceHKe. KpuBrjoBa M PakoBUY OBLIM U3
4yuciIa IIepBBIX, OYYTHUBIINUXCA Ha HabepeXKHOM.
OTOUBIINUCHL OT TOJIIBI HM3BO3YHUKOB, KOTOPEIE,
JKaJHO 3acMaTpuBasg UM B JIHUIA, IIpejJiaraind
PasHOTIo poja 3KUIaK!, OHU PeIlvIN IIPOUTUCH
pas-gpyroi mo canxy. KpuBI[oBOM Kas3aiocCh, YTO
cyacTbe HEeMMOBEPHO BeJIMKO, ¥ OHA XOTeJsIa KaK
MO>KHO [I0JIbIIIe 3HATh, YTO OHO — 3/IeCh, BO3JIe
Heé, TOOPOBOJILHO IIOKOpPUBIIEeCd ei, U KAET
TOJIbKO MaHOBEHUS eé OpoBel, eé B3IJAfa, IIIE-
oTa eé ry6, 4To6 BCE eé CyIeCTBO IIPOHUKJIOCH
UM.

-0, Koseuka! Kako# cap!. Kakod 4ymHbIi
cax!.. Kakue cratyu!..

OHa BceMy yAuBJIsLIach KaK peGEHOK, U BCe-
My pazoBaJiach, U BCé XBaJIHJIA.

— Kakue Hapszasl, Koreuyka!



B cagy ObpllIa HOUYB, — BBEPXY; HO BHU3Y OBLIO
cBeT/I0. OHU IIUIH II0 IIMPOKOM JOPOXKKe, yBJIe-
KaeMble IIOTOKOM IIECTPBIX IUIAIOK U IIATHEB.
Bokpyr HHX Iyfesa TOJIIa KaK POH PacTpPeBO-
JKeHHBIX IIIMeJIeH.

XX

—Kojsieuka, mnocuaum, 4yro Ju!- CKasaja
KpuBIioBa, IIUPOKO pacKprIBad IJiasa Ha uyzeca
cama. — Ax, Koseukal..

PakoBUY II0OCMOTpeEJI Ha Heé, C HAaUBHOIO T'Op-
IOCTHI0 HOBOHWCIIEUEHHOIO IIeTepOyprKIla, U CKa-
3aJ1 yJIbIOAsACh:

—/la, Katd... ¥V Hac TyT KyJabTypa... Bce IIo-
CJlefHYe CJI0BA TEXHUKHU... IPUMEHSIIOTCI HeMe[-
JIeHHO!

OHU cesit. TOHKUH CTOJIO IOAep>KUBAJI 11ap
9JIEKTPUUYECKOM CBeYKH. /[pyrue Iapel CUSJIA B
IepcrieKTUBe. BosiHa J1a3ypHOTO CBeTa PaCILIHL-
BajlaCchb B TyMaHe. JIIOU TOJIIIMJINCH B IOJIy60M
aJlee KaK TeHHU, IIOCTEIIeHHO HCYe3aBIIHUe BJia-
Ju. OTpOMHEBIE JepeBbs COXPAaHsJIU HEIIOJBMK-
HOCTbh I'py60 HaMa/IéBaHHBIX JleKopanuii. boru u
HUMOBI GeJiesid, CTOS Ha IIbefiecTasax, U, Kasa-
JIOCh, ZPOIJIK OT HOYHOIO X0J10/a. Ha Iwromanaky
IIOCTOSIHHO BBIXOAWJIM IIaphl, Opocas [gajieko



rpen coboi yépHele TeHU. HammpaBo ajies Oblia
IOIpy’KeHa B XOJIOMHBIA CyMpakK, CTyIaBIIHICT
MeCTaMM KaK KHUTalcKas Tylllb. SIpKO HeCJIuCh
OTKY/ia-TO IIPU3BIBHBIE aKKOP/bI MY3BIKU. ..
— Ax, Kosreuka... ITo#imém Tyzal
— ITotiném, momrmem!
XXI

Ho oHU He MOTIJIH IIPOTOJIIUTHCA. ['yadroniue
CJIMJIUCH B IJIOTHYIO MaccCy B TOM ajliee, I7ie Ha-
XOIWJICSA PecTopaH, U I7ie urpas opkectp. I1y6su-
Ka MeJJIeHHO [BUTajach, pacCessHHO TJIAAs IIO
CTOPOHAM, HapsHasd U CKy4YHasl.

— BOT 4T0... He X04eIllb JIK Yar?

- [a, xouy.

BBINIMBIIN 110 CTaKaHy Yar0 U ChEBIIU OyTep-
OpO/I0B, OHU KaK JeTH B3SJIUCh 38 PYKHU U HalIpa-
BUJIMCH K BBIXOAy. Telleph ajuiesd O6blyIa TeMHa U
nycTblHHA. OHU OIJISHYJIMCH U, BUJM, UTO OJIHH,
II0I1eJIOBAJIKCh.

— KoJjreuka... Kosteukal!

Eé rosioBa yIiajia Hasaj, U ropsyve ryosl II0-
JIypacKpbLIUCh. OHa YTO-TO LIeITaia.

PakoBUY elrjé pas oIIgHyJICcd. AJies] IIyCTHIH-
Ha mo-tipekHeMy. OH KpeIlKo OOHSJI JIeBYIIKY.
BeTep cisierka IesiecTes JIMCTbAMH, BJIa KHBIN



BO3yX Kas3aJICa YAYIIUIUBEIM.

—Kosreuxkal!.. Koseuxkal..

Brpyr ero pyka IIpUKOCHYJIaCh K YeMy-TO Me-
TaJuIndecKkoMy. OH B3POTrHYJI, XOTS He MOT CKa-
3aTh, Uer0 UMeHHO OH UCITyTaJICd.

—Bboxe Mo, Karts... UTo 9TO y Tebs1? — CIIpo-
CHJI OH, CUJIBHO COKHMMas e€ pyKy.

—TI'me? Yto?

- Bor...

KpuBrjoBa 0O4YHyJIach, IIOpakéHHast 3TUM BO-
IIPOCOM KaK IpOMOM. P0O30BBIM COH MTHOBEHHO
KoHumiIcd. [IpoOyxzeHUe ObLI0 TaK MYYUTEJIb-
HO, YTO OHAa e/jBa yCTOsJIa Ha HOTaX.

— PeBoJIbBED, — CKasasla OHa TUXO, OTCTPaHAA
PYKY MOJIOZOTO YesI0BeKa.

— PeBOJIbBEP? — IIEPECIIPOCUII OH C BO3paCTalo-
IITUM UCITYIOM, YYBCTBYs, KaK BHe3aIHO I10X0JIO-
IleJIN €€ TIaJIbIbL.

- /Ja.

OHU clies1aIv HECKOJIBKO I11aroB I10 aJliee.

—3aueM peBOJIbBep? — IIPOIIenTal OH II0Cje
MUHYTHOI'O MOJTYaHUS.

Ho oHa He oTBeuasia ¥ 6eCIIOMOIIIHO OIIyCTH-
JIach Ha cKaMelKy. OH cesl BO3JIe Heé, TPeBOKHO
IIPUCIYIINUBAsACh, K OMEeHUI0 CBOET0 CepAlia, IJIs-



I IMAPOKUMH IJla3aMU Ha eé CKJIOHEHHYI0 Qu-
Iypy.

- Katg, Tl 4TO-HUOYIb 3ayMaJia?

Oua BCcé Mosyasia. Kakoil cyMpak, Kakas
TbMa! COJIHEUHBIHN JIy4, )KUBUTEJIHLHO COIPEeBaB-
MK eé, moTyX. Yaimra, ©3 KOTOPOX OHa COOHpa-
Jlach IIUTh, pa3buTa, pa3buTa Kak U pexzue. Mu-
Jible IIPU3pPaKy YXOAWJIM KyZAa-TO, B CMATEHUH,
3aKpBIB JIMIIAa pykKaMHu. EA $ICHO BCIIOMHHJIACh
BapeHbKa, U el IIPOTHMBHA Oblla Tellepb HeHa-
BUCTB, pasfejuBIIasd UX. TOYHO TeHb, COYKaJle-
HUe 0 CUacTbe, KOTOpOe yyKe HEBO3MOKHO ObLIO
IJIs Heé, IoAbIMAaJIoch B eé myie. He BapeHbKa,
a 4YTO-TO JPYroe CTOsJIO Ha Jopore K 3TOMY Cya-

CTBIO...
XX

— Koug, — ckasasa Bapyr KpusiioBa, — He 60-
C HHUYero... BoT CMOTpH...

OHa oTBsI3a/1a PeBOJIbBEP U IIBLIPHYJIA B KY-
CTBI.

—MHe oH Tellepb He Hy)KeH... AX, Kossa! Ho
HaM HaJao ceiyac jXe paccrarbcd... Hascerpal
Mwuieii Kostg, nipoiai! 3abyaes MeHs... [Ipoiaw,
Koursa!

PaxoBUY 00HSLI €é U OChIIaJl II0LeTySIMU.



— Hu 3a 4uTO0, — TOBOPMJI OH, — HU 3a 4YTO! A, Ka-
Td, 9 Tenepb NoHuUMar!!. Tel X0Tes1a yOUTH Ccebs.
S moHuMmaro... Ecoiu 651 51 He 6pocuy BapeHbKY —
THI ObI cebg youa! Ax, Katsa!

KpusBIioBa ycMexHYJIaCk.

- Her, HerT, He To... SI O6blJIa yBepeHa, 4TO Thl
OpOCHIIE e€, eCJIU s IIOIIPOIILY...

OHa 0IIATh yCMeXHYJIach.

— Henapouro!

— Ha BcCro )x13Hb! — BCckpruaJ PakoBuu.

— Mo>KeT OBITh... X0uy BepHUTh... Ho cHavasa y
MeHs He OBLIO 3TOTO >KeJaHUd... A OBLIO IPYroe,
IJIaBHOE...

— Kar4, 1a gero >xe ThI X0oTeJsa?

—S1 xoTesla yOUTH €€, — cKasaja OHa C HCIIY-
TOM.

Torma oHu oba 3amosyasu. OHH MOJIYAIH
IIOJITO ¥ YIIOPHO. BBLIO THUX0. 3BYKH MY3BIKHU IIO-
YTU He [oJieTalu crofa. PoHapH TYCKJIO TOpesH
B JKeJITOBATOM BOJIHE TYMaHa.

— Hy, npoma#, Kosrs!

OHa BcTasa, HO PakoBUY yepskall eé 3a pyKy.

—Mne xouertcs, KaTsi, 4T06 THI MeHsI BBICIIY-
mraja, — CKasajx OH.— SI coBceM He IIOHHUMAI...
4To 3TO C T06010?.. Hy, XOpoIlo, Thl e€ XoTeJa



youTh!.. X0Tesia OTMCTUTD el 3a MeHs!.. SI TaKOU
JI06BU 6010Ch!.. Ecti 6 Ha MeHs1 OpbI3HYyJIa UbS-
HUOYIb KPOBBb — g ObLI ObI CaMBbIF HeCYaCTHBIN
4JeJioBeK B Mupe... Ho ThI He MorJa youTs... Jla?
IToToMy UTO 1 BeChb APO’KY IIPH OJHOM MBICJIA... O
SKEHIIMHEI, KaKHe y Bac crpacTh!.. Kak BbI MHO-
rma Mo)keTe ObITH cBUpeIbl!.. Pardon! S yKIOHS-
I0Ch. ITak HUKTO He yOUT, U peBOJIbBep TaM, B
kycrax! bpaso, Kata! Uto ke pganee? Tak Kak, K
MOeMy BeJIMYaMIlleMy CO’KaJIeHHIO, ¥ ThI, U Ba-
PeHbKa IIOCCOPHIINCE... © MUP He MOXKeT UMeThb
MeCTa... U TPOMCTBEHHLIN COI03, 0 KOTOPOM i
MeurTaJl, paclacsd, ellé He pOAUBIIUCE... TO OBLIT
KUHYT Kpebuil, U CUaCT/JIUBBIN OUJIeT BhINIaJI Ha
TBOIO I0JIH0... AX, KaTsd, MHe, HaKOHeI], I10Ka3a-
JIOCh, UTO THI TaKasg IIOApyra, Kaxkasi MHe HYX-
Ha... /lylia Mos Tep3ajach COXKaJeHHUAMH II0 II0-
BOZY MOMX IIPOIILIBIX HeCIIpaBeAIUBOCTEHN K Te-
Oe... 3aueM, B caMOM [ieJie, 51 He KeHUJICS Ha Te-
Oe, YK ecid MHe HY)XHO ObLIO >KeHUThcd! /[la!
YecTHOe c10BO, KaTg. Ho ckaxku, Imo)kaayicra, C
KakoM cTaTu BAPYT B Tebe BCAd 3Ta IlepeMeHa?
JTO «IIpolllail HaBCerja», 3TO OTYasHHUE, 3TOT
ynagok ayxa? He moHumaro, Katd... TeM 6oJiee,
4TO TBHI BCE BpeMs, II0Ka MBI eXa/Ikd Ha IIapoxofe,



OblsIa TAKOM MUJIOH, IIOCJIYIIHOM 1eBOYKOM KaK
u Toraa... B N-cke... KaTg, pasbsacHU MHe!

—PagpdacHUTE?.. UTO pPasbsaCHUTHL?.. MCTUTH
3a TO, UTO 51 HecyaCTHa, a OHa CYaCTJIHBal..
MctuTth!!. AX, HO ¥ B3pBIB 9TOU JItOOBU K Tebe, U
9TO ’KeJlaHHe 06J1aflaThb TOOOI0 — BCE 3TO MIIfe-
Hue!..

T'ostoc eé cTas gposkaTh OT CJIES.

— He Mmory 4, Koy, He Mory! MHe BCé 3TO raf-
Ko, THycHO! MHe BIPYT IIpeACTaBHU/I0Ch, KaK TaM
Ha Jade, OfHa, IUIaueT BapeHbka... Hesb3sa Ha-
CIaKIaThCd CYacThbeM, eC/IM U3-3a TebsI MydaroT-
cda... He mory, He Mmory! 4 Benb, Ko, ucneitTaza
IoJIo’KeHHe BapeHbKH... [IpaBaa, s ObliIa B XY/[I-
II1eM II0JI0’KEHWH, HO BCE JKe... )KaJIb BapeHbKY!..
Bopotucs Kk Heil, Koy BopoTuch, THI eé JIto-
ouIlb... Tel ¢ Hel Oyzellb CYaCTIUB... OHa MO-
JKeT JIIOUTH Tebs, HeCMOTpPs Ha MOE CTpa/iaHue,
a g X04y, HO He MOI'Y, IIOTOMY 4YTO... IOTOMY 4TO
MHe BCE uyndaTcd eé BCXJIMIIBIBAHWA!.. BOT TyT
Kak OyATO KTO-TO Tep3aeTcs, U PhIaeT, U IIPOTH-
ruBaeT pyku... Boporucwk, Koissg, kK Heii! Bopo-
TUCH!..

OHa He MorIJIa IpPOAOJDKATh U 3aIlylaKasa. Pa-
KOBHY IIPUJIbHYJI K €€ pyKaM.



— Het, HeT! - 1mrenran oH. - Hukorma! Bcerma
TBOMH, KaTs!

Ona B3s1a ero 3a T0JIOBY U TOPSAYO0 IIOI[eJI0Ba-
Jia B j106. EMy I10Ka3asoch, UYTO OHa KOJIeOIeTCH.
Ho, mo11es10BaB ero eIré pas, oHa TBEPZO IIPOUS-
HecJa:

— IIpomay, Kosst! 3aBTpa yeny.

- Kak... 3aBTpa?

— IIpomra!

— Kar4, 3T0 TOXe MileHue!..

- /la, KoHeuHoO. S MIIy U e, u Tebe... Ho aTo
BRBICIIIEE MIIIEHHe.

— Kars!

— OcTtaBp MeHd, KoJd. /[0BOJIBHO.

XXIII

Ha ppyroit meHs, korga KpuBijoBa, IOpy4YuB
apTesbIIUKY YeMOJaH, XOAwjaa II0 IulaTpopme
HukostaeBCKOrO0 BOK3asa, OyegHas U 3ayMUH-
Basg, U KOrfa y’Ke BTOPOM 3BOHOK IIPUIJIACHII
Imacca’kupoB 3aHUMATh MeCTa, OHa Ha II0BOPOTe
BCTpeTHIach ¢ BapeHbKo#. BapeHbKa Obla ofie-
Ta OUeHb HapsILHO, eé rjlasa CUSIU PajoCThblo, U
JIUIIO y Heé ObLI0 cuacTaruBoe. KpacHsble Iyobl, €
4yTh 3aMETHBIMHU YCUKaMH, IIPUBETIUBO yJIbIOa-
JIUCh, ¥ OHA CTPEeMHUTEeJILHO IIPOTsaHyJIa KpuBIio-



BOM 06e pyku. Ta Iorkajla UX U TOXKe YJIBIOHY-
Jlach — TOPOIIMBOM YJIBIOKOM.

—Veskaelllb? — cripocusia BapeHbKa.

— Kak BUmuIIie. ..

-4 6pIa y Tebd.. Ho MHe TaM TroBOpAT —
TOJILKO UTO BbleXaJsla — Ha HHKOJIaeBCKUI BOK-
3aJl... Cremnry Kak yropesad... 1 BoT 3acrasa!.. Ka-
TSI, MHe TeOe X0TeJIOCh CKasaThk... OTOMIEM B CTO-
POHYy... MBI e1é ycIieeM...

OHM HEMHOTO IIOCTOPOHHUIUCE.

—-Kartg... S cosHarw... SI mepen To60K OYEHb
BUHOBarTa... OueHs! U 151, KaT4... 6y1aropoiHas 1
nmobpas!.. IIpoctu MeHsd, IIpocTH MeHs! BOT BCE,
4To 5 X0TeJsa Tebe cKa3aTh!.. BOT...

OHa nmocMmoTpesia Ha II0LPYTY BJIa’KHBIMU IJIa-
3aMHu.

— Hy, nmorjesryeMcs, — ckasasia KaTd, CMyIIEHHO
yJIbIOASACH.

BapeHbKa OBICTPO 3aKIOYNIIA €€ B 00BATHL U
HEe)XHO U KPeIIKO I101lesI0Bajia B I'yOBI.

- Katg! - mrernrrasa oHa. — /lobpast! OH MHe BCé
pacckasaJl... I mpocTo He Bepuia... He X0TeJIa Be-
PUTE... 3Haelllb... AX, 106pasi, fobpas!

Pasgasca Tperuii 3BOHOK. Ilacca’kupel, He
yCIIeBIIIMe eIlé CcecTb, OPOCHJIMCH CO BCeX HOT.



[InaTdopma BOPYT OIIyCTeJIa.

BapeHbKa HMCIIYTaHHO OIJIAHYJACh U C CHJIOH
rnoralmia KpuUBIIOBY 3a PYKy. ApPTeJIBIUK [ie-
JIaJI el 3HaKU TO0JIOBOM, CTOS Yy BaroHa BTOPOIO
KJIacca.

—Ax, Katg, Tbl omospgaelb... CKOpel, CKO-
peut! — Kkpruasa et rmoapyra. — [Iporaii, Muaas!

KpuBI1ioBa, 0fHaKO, ycIiesa 3aHATL MecTo. IIo-
e3q TpoHyJscd. OHa CMOTpesia U3 OKHa BaroHa Ha
BapeHbKy, KOoTOpas 1Ia I10 IulaTpopMe U Maxa-
Jla el ITaTKOM. OHa XOTejla OTBETHUTH TeM JKe,
HO BJIpyI 3aMeTHJIa Ha eé IIOJIHOM JIHIle BhIpa-
JKeHUe pPafoCTHOro TopskecTBa. Torma oHa IIo-
6JiefiHes1a 1 OTKUHYJIACh Ha CIIMHKY KpecJia.

[Toesn rBUTAJICSI MeXKIy TeM BCEé CKOpee U CKO-
pee.

Mai1 1880 .



