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Bcesonon Cepreesny Conosbes

IlBe XepTBbl
(Crapble bbinu)

BoraToe BOpOHe’)KCKOoe IIoMecThe rpada Muxawmiia /leBU-
epa ocTasoch 6e3 X03sIMKU: rpad oBAOBeJI. I'off CIIyCTS OH
IIpUBe3 OMOM MOJIOAYIO sKeHy. CeMeMHast UAUJIINUA [[JIU-
Jlach HeJl0JIT0: HelJIaCHBIe Jiesia Bce 60JIbllle 3a60THIN MY-
’Ka, B MMEHHUHU HAIUIUCh IIOA3eMHBIe XOZbI, SIBIJIVCh
CTpaHHBIe II0CETUTENH... TallHbI, OTKPBIThIe IOHOU X035U-
KOH, II0BEPIJIN ee B y>Kac.
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Bepera JloHa B BOpOHEXCKOM I'ybepHUU U [0
CHUX IIOp MeCTaMH OYeHb >KUBOIIMCHBI. KO-
I7le U 10 CUX IIOp BCTPevaroTcs CTrapble I'yCThbie
Jieca, IIOPOCIIIMe Ha 3SHaYUTeJIbHbIX KPyTU3HAX U
Kak OBl BUCAII[Me Haf, BOAOK. OJHAKO TaKUX [IU-
KHUX U KpPacUBBIX MeCT C KaK[IbIM T'OJIOM CTaHO-
BUTCS BCe MeHbIIIe U MeHbllIe. Jleca 6ecIionagHo
BBIpYOAIOTCS, JUKasg U KUBOIIMCHAs KpacoTa HC-
4yesaer...

Ho B mpe’xHee BpeMs, 0KOJIO CTa JIeT TOMY Ha-
3a]], BEKOBBIe Jleca CTOSIM HETPOHYTHIMU U Cpe-
oUW HUX KOU-T[le BO3BBIIIAJIUCH IaJaThl TOIIAIII-
HUX PYCCKHUX 6ap, KUBIIHUX B CBOUX IIOMeCTbIX
IIIUPOKOM U IIOJTHOM >KU3HBI0, 0 KOTOPO# [0 HAC
IOXOAT TOJIBKO JIeTeHJbl ¥ CMYTHBIE BOCIIOMU-
HaHUSA.

B Te masiekue rofipl YyTh JIM HE CAMBIM KpacH-
BBIM IIOMeCTbeM B BOpPOHEXCKOM I'y6epHUU OBbI-
JIO ceJsIo BrICOKOe, IIpUHAa/IeKaBlllee Tpady Mu-
xauny IlerpoBuuy /leBuepy. I'pa¢p Muxania ObL1I
BTOPBIM CBIHOM TeHepas-aHIlepa U [eHCTBU-
TeJIbHOr0 KaMeprepa rpada Ilerpa AHTOHOBHYA
U BHYKOM AHTOHa /[leBUepa, OZHOIO U3 HHO-



CTPaHIIeB, IIPHUIOTUBINHXCA B POCCHH B 3IOXY
Ipeo6pasoBaHUM, KeHHUBIIIET0CSd Ha CecTpe BCe-
CHJIbHOTO MeHIIMKOBa, AHHe /[aHUJIOBHE, OBIB-
11ero IoJsmieriMericrepom Iletepbypra, cocaH-
HOro IIocjie KOHYMHBI EKaTepHHBI I M BO3Bpa-
IeHHOro B IleTepOypr Ilepef caMOHl CMepPTBIO
cBoeM, B 1743 rony.

BHyku AHTOHA /JleBHepa yCIeJd y>Ke II03a-
OBITH CBOE IIPOMCXO’KAeHHEe W HUCTOPHIO flefia U
6abku. Pycckue rpadsnl, BiaZeTell OTPOMHBIX
60raTCTB, — OHU CUMTAIU Cebsd MCKOHHBIMU PYC-
CKMMHU OapaMu ¥ OBLIM BO BTOPOM II0JIOBHHE
XVIII Beka KPYIHBIMHU IIPeICTaBUTENIIMH BCeX
TeMHBIX CTOPOH TOTAAIlIHero 6apcrBa. ChIH AH-
TOHa /leBHepa ellle YyBCTBOBaJI KPEIIKYI0 CBI3b C
TOY Cpefolr, KOTOpas BBRIABHHYJIA OTIia ero. OH
ObLI ellfe co3maHueM IleTpoBckoro IleTepbypra u
TaM COBepIIIaj CBOIO Kapbepy, JOCTHUTast BHICIITHX
rnoyecreii. Ho CHIHOBBA ero oTopBasuch OT Ile-
TepOypra U MOJIOALIMU OQHUIlepaMHU IlepeceId-
JIICH B BOPOHEKCKHE 1 XapbKOBCKHE IIOMEeCThSI.

TyT OHH MOIJIK >KUTh, KaK UM XO0TeJIOCh, HHU-
YeM He CTeCHSSACh; TaK OHH Y JKHJIH.

Crapmuii, rpa¢ Hrkosai, CKOpo HaBeJl y>Kac
Ha BceX OJM3KUX U JajJbHUX cocefeid. OH opra-



HU30BaJI IeJIyI0 IIaiiKy pa3boMHUKOB U Ipabuil
4yTh JIK He cpegu Oesa qHS. Beelt ry6epHUM Obl-
Jla U3BeCTHA CJIeIyI0Iljas ero IIpo/iesKa:

Brlia y Hero cocejka-CTapyllka, 6apbIHs 60-
ratagd fga opguHoKas. CTajJ OH IIOKyIaTb y Hee
BOTUYMHY, U CTOPIOBaJINCh OHU. IIpresrkaeT OH K
Hel.

— TpI, TOBOPUT, MATYIIIKa, II0KaJIyUd KO MHe
OTKYIIIaTh B TaKOM-TO JleHb, MBIl TOTJa U Oymaru
BCe HallWIlleM, U IeHbIU S Tebe, 38 BOTYUHY TyT
’Ke BBIILIAYY.

[Ipuexasa cTapyllika;, OH ee BCTpedaeT, Jiac-
KOBBIN TaKOH, KyJa ycaguTb — He 3HaeT. Haro-
WUJI, HAKOPMIJI OH ee, MeJIKUM 0eCcoM Iiepe]; Helo
pacceliiaeTcs, a ¥ TOBOPUT:

— Tak ¥ Tak, MOJI CyJapblHs, BOTYUHY-TO 51y
Tebs KyIIWJI, a JileHer 3aIUIaTUTh Y MeHs Tellepb
HeTy.

CrapylllKa paccepauaach:

— Kak Tak HeTy? 3aueM IIOKyIIaJl, 3aUeM 3BaJl
K cebe U 3aIJIaTHUTh 06eIaacs?

— YT0 fmesaTh! — oTBevyaeT OH. — IIpUIILIOCH
He’K/IaHHO JIeHbI'Y BBIIUIATUTh — BOT UX U HeTY.
/la THI He TY>KH, He OCTaHeIIbCd B HaKJIaJie: 3Ha-
elllb, Yali, MO0 II0CY/ly CepebpsIHyI0?



A 1iocyza aTa BceM cocefsaAM Oblia M3BeCTHA:
6JI0f1a TaKye, YTO efjBa IIOAHITh MOXKHO.:

— Tak BOT, — roBOpUT I'pad, — s BCIO ITY II0-
CYZy, KaK eCTb, 0T/iaM Tebe 3a BOTUHUHY.

Cocenika ImogyMasia, pacCyguia U fake obpa-
Z0BaJIacCk.

— JlagHO! — rOBOPHUT.

Viaapuad oHU 110 pykaM. OCMOTpesu II0TOM
nocyny. Ilpukasasn rpad yI0KUTBH ee BCIO K CTa-
pyLIKe B KUOUTKY. /leso OBLIIO 3UMOIO, ¥ OHa B
KUOUTKe Ha I10JI03bAX IIpHexasa. YJIOKUIU IIO0-
CYZy, ¥ COCe/lKa, HECMOTPS Ha BCe YTOBOPHI X035-
HMHa 0CTaThbCs IlepeHoYeBaTh, CTaja COOUpPaThCcd
B JIOpOTY.

OTIrycTHII OH ee, — I10exasia. Houb TeMHad /1a
Mopo3Hasd. TosbKO 6apbIHg He 6osIach: Kydep
y Hee OBl BEPHBIN UesIOBEK, JIeTUHA pPakKuUl U
JIOBKHH, IOPOTY 3HAJI XOPOIIIO.

[lpuniuiock UM yepe3 peky OCKOJI Irepees-
’KaTh; U TOJHKO UTO CIYCTHJIACh KUOUTKaA C Oe-
pera, Kak HaKWHYJIUCh Ha Hee IpapCKUe JIIOAU.
VM OBLIO IIPHMKa3aHO IIOCYLy CepeOpsiHyI0 BHI-
OpaTh, a 6apbIHIO C Ky4epoM U JIOIIaJAbMU — B
IIPOpPYOB.

Tax oHO OBI BCe U CIIYYHUJIOCH, /1a, 10 CYACTHIO,



B Ty CaMyl0 IIOpY IIpoe3’kaJl COCeJ, CO CBOMMM
JroabMU. OTOMIIM OHU CTapyILIKY U 106pO ee.
Bsgymasia oHa >kasoBaTbcd Ha Hukosasa IleT-
poOBHYa — U TOJILKO BpeMs II0Tepsila: BCeX OH B
pyKax ZepskaJl, Ha BCeX CTpax HarHajl — HEKOMY
ObLI0 >KasoBaThCA. OH IIPOJOJDKaJ CBOU Oe33a-
KOHUY, J1a ellle ¥ I'PO3UTH CTaJl COCeJKe TakK, YTO
OHa €O cTpaxy pas6oJiesach U ymMepJsa CKopo.
Bropoi1 6pat, Muxaui IleTpoBUY, TOXKe I10JIb-
30BaJICs OUeHb He3aBUAHOM pelryTanyei. Ho 110-
Ka 0 HeM U 0 ero >KU3HU TOBOPUJIOCH KaK-TO IJIy-
X0; ero IIPOCTO UHCTUHKTHUBHO OOSIMCH COCeU U
B TO ’Ke BpeMs C pafloCTbI0 COOMpPAIUCh K HEMY B
BrICOKOe, I[le IIIJIM IIKUPBI 3a IIMpaMHU, I7ie OBLIO0
pasMBaHHOEe MOpe BCSIKOI0 6apCKOT0 BeCeJbsl.
BrICOKOE, KaK y>Ke CKa3aHO, pacCIIOJIOKUIOCh
110 HaropHoMmy Oepery /loHa. Cesio OBLIO 6OJIb-
1110e, MHOTOJIIOJHOe U CTOSJI0O 3HAUWUTEJbHO B
CTOpPOHE OT 6apCKoOM ycagbObl. Ycagboy ke cebe
rpa¢ Muxaui BBICTPOUJ CpefH I'yCTOrOo, IOYTH
HeIIPpOXOAMMOI0 Jieca, Ha KpacHUBOM OOpEHIBE,
KpPyTO HaBHUCIIEM HaJ, IIMPOKOM, MHOTOBOJHOM
PEeKOIo.
" 4gto 3rto 6pIa 3a ycagbba! He moskasies
rpa¢ Ha Hee [eHer, CMacTepuyJ cebe KWCTHHHO



IJapCcKHe INajaTel. Bce CTpoeHUs OBUIM KaMeH-
Hble, MaCCUBHBIE, ¥ eC/IM MOXKeT OBITh U OCTaB-
JISLJIM KOM-Yero ’KeJlaTh B apXUTEKTYPHOM OTHO-
LIIeHUH, TO, II0 KpalHel Mepe, IIIUPOKO YIOBJIE-
TBOPSUIA O0apCKUM IIOTpe6HOCTIM. KOMHAT B [10-
Me OBLIO 6eCUHCIeHHOe MHO’KeCTBO, KOPHZOPHI,
rajiepey, JIECTHHIIBI, XOABI Ha Ilepexofbl. Jlom
CTOSsIJI Ha KaMEeHHBIX CBOJaX; CT€HBI TAKOM TOJI-
IMUHBI, YTO WU IyIIKaMH He IIPOIIUOellb HX.
Ci1y>kOBI, KOHIOIIIHY, IICAPHSA U IIPOYHe 110 TOMY
BpeMeHH HeOoOXO[UMble IIOCTPOMKH IIOMeIlla-
JIUCb Ha OTPOMHOM MOII[€HOM /[IBOpe, OOHEeCeH-
HOM BBICOKOM KaMeHHOM CTEHOH, 3a KOTOpOH
Cpasy HauMHaJIach I'yII[HMHA JIeca.

He3sHakoOMOMY C MECTHOCTBIO UeJIOBEKY Jake
TPYHO OBLIO0 fo6paThed L0 rpadpCKoOM ycaabOobl, a
nobepeTcs — CJI0BHO B CKa3aHHOE I[APCTBO Ka-
KOe BCTYIIaeT, B 3aKOJIJOBAHHBIM 3aMOK.



rpatl) Muxaui emie B IleTep6ypre, COBCEM IIO-
UTH MaJIbUYUKOM, JIET JeBATHaALlaTH, KeHUII-
csd Ha 6oraToit HeBecTe, Copre AaMoBHe OJICy -
beBOMU. Bpak aTOT coBepIIMJICA II0 KeJITAaHUK PO-
OUTeJIbCKOMY U, II0-BUUMOMY, HOCHUJI B cebe Bce
3aJjlaTKU I CeMeMHOro c4yacTtbs. MoJsiofias rpa-
¢uHg, IpUHAa/IeKaBIIasi K POJOBUTOMY PYCCKO-
My AoMy, ObLIa IIPeKpacHO AJIsI TOTO BpeMeHH
BOCIIMTAaHa, 0TJINYAJIach 340pOBbEM U KPacoToOlo.
B mepBble )Ke /1Ba rofjla CBOEro 3aMy’KeCcTBa OHa
popwmia rpady IBYX CbIHOBEM, U Kasajlach BCEM
3HABIIIUM ee — OJIULIETBOPEHUEM CUaCThsI U Ce-
MeMHBIX fo6pozeTesieli. MoIOI0OM MY>K TOXKe, 110
BCeO0OIITMM HaOJI0eHHUSIM, CHJIBLHO JIFOOHIT ee.

OZHO TOJIBKO I10Ka3aJIoCh BCeM 0YeHb CTPaH-
HBIM: BJIPYT OH, 6€30 BCAKOM 0Cs13aTeJIbHOMN IIPU-
4uHBbI, 6pocus IleTepOypr U Iepebpasicad B CBOe
BOPOHEXKCKOe IIOMeCThe, B CesJI0 BBICOKOe, Tre
TOJIBKO YTO B TO BpeMsl OTCTPOWJINCH Ha IUBO
BCEM COCeJIsIM ero I1ajaaThl.

JBanaTUIeTHUY IIOAII0JIKOBHUK, KPaCUBHIM,
boraThlii U TapoBaThIN, 3a0JIUCTANI IPKOU 3BES3-
IOM cpefy IJIYXOTO IIPOBUHIIMAIBHOTO O0O6IIfe-



cTBa. I'pa¢uHg, BiaroOJIeHHass B My’Ka U Ha Bce
[JII[ieBIIIasA €ro Ij1asaMy, HUYero He HMMeJIa IIpo-
TUB IlepecejleHUs B [lepeBHI0. OHa 00BOPOKHUIIA
coceflel CBOEH JIaCKOM U IIPOCTOTOIO.

Ho Tak 11710 He [0JIr0: He KOHYMWJIOCH U T0fa,
KaK HesCHBIH, IIOCTEIIEHHO YCHUIMBABIIIHICS IIIe-
II0T HavaJICd Ha JeCITKH U Jake COTHHU BepcT
KpyroM BEBICOKOTO. BOJIBINYIO IIepeMeHy CTaJaud
3aMeuarTh U B I'pade, U B rpadpuHe.

B POCKOIIHBIX JIECHBIX ITajlaTax II0-IIPesKHe-
My coOHpajIoCh ellle IIyMHOe OOIecTBo, II0
IIpe)KHeMy IIJIM IHPOBaHbsg; HO 3TO OBLIO CO-
BCeM y>Ke He TO0. I'pad KaK-To pasoliescsa ¢ CaMbl-
MH IIOYTeHHLIMHU U YBa’KaBIIIHNMHUCI B TOM MECT-
HOCTH CeMeMCTBaMH, 3aBeJsl cebe HOBYIO KOMIIA-
HUI, Habupas ee HeBeCTb OTKyAa. 'padpuHa Bce
peke M pe)xke IIOKasbIBajJach MeXKAy TIOCTSIMU;
BCe peXke U perke oO6besrkajla COCeloK M, HaKO-
Hell, COBCeM 3aceJjia 3a CBOMMH KaMeHHBIMH CTe-
HaMU.

[Iporresn elre rof, HayaICd TPETUM, U IIIEIIOT
OKPECTHBIX JKHUTeJIeM IIPeBPaTHU/ICI B POIIOT.
BripouyeM, OTKPBITO U sICHO HUKTO HUYEro He I0-
BOPUJI: 60raTCTBO U CTOJIMYHBIE CBI3U Ipada 3a-
CTaBJIAIU BCeX IIPUKYCUTH I3BIK BOoBpeMd. [la U



HUKaKHUX OIIpe/ie/IeHHBIX OOBHHEHUI ellle HU Y
KOr0 He OBLIO, IlepefaBajioCh TOJBKO Ha YyXO
Opyr ApPYyry, 4TO MOJIOZLOM rpad BeleT pasIyJib-
HYI0 )KU3Hb, YTO OH OYeHb I1a/[0K /10 KeHII[UH, U
B BBICOKOM 3aBesioCh He MaJjI0 BCAKHX C00JIas-
HOB, YTO I'padUHsg OUYeHb HecyacTHa B CYIIpYyrKe-
CTBe.

JKasenu rpaduHIO, B 0OCOOEHHOCTH >KEeHIIU-
HBI, OXaJIH [1a axaJId, HO JaJbllle He IIIH. MHO-
TMM CMepTeJbHO X0TeJI0Ch IIpobpaThcs B BrICo-
KoOe, pasIysifileTb U pas3y3HaTh Bce IIOOJIMDKE, Of-
HaKo, 3TOr0 He yJaBaJIoOChb HU OJHOM U3 COCe-
DOK-TIoMelnuIl. 'paduHA HUKOIO He IIPUHUMAJIA.
Cymuiy, pAAWIN, TOJKOBAJIH, pPacCKasbIBaIHU
HeOBLIUIIBI, HO, HAKOHeIl, 3TO HAaJ/l0eJIo; Ha-
IIUIMCH HOBBIE CILJIETHU, HOBBIe MHTEPECH], U I'pa-
¢uH4 [leBUep 6bl1a 1103a0bITA.

Bckope, ofHaKo, ee MMs 0KasaJIOCh OIIATH Y
BCeX Ha yCTaX, U CIYYMJIOCH 3TO CAaMBbIM HeOKU-
JaHHBIM U ITedaJbHBIM 06pasoMm. M3 BrICOKOro
IIPUIILIO U3BeCTHe, UTO rpaduHd Copbs AaMOB-
Ha CKOHYAaJIacCh...

Kak Tak? KakuM 00pasoM? OT KaKOH 60Jes-
HH? OHa ObLiIa TaK MOJIOAA, II0JIb30BaJach Ta-
KUM IBeTyIIUM 3A0poBbeM! UTO TauTCAd IIOL



9TOM paHHel, BHe3aIlHONM KOHUYWHOM?!. BEITH
MOXKeT, IIpecTyIIeHue!..

— HaBepHoe, 3TO OH, 3JI0/leH, U3BeJ ee! — ec-
JIA ¥ He IIOJCHIIIaJ 3eJIbsl, TaK U3BeJ JYPHBIM 00-
paleHyeM, o0UAaMHM, II0KaIyH, 060sIMU... OT
9TaKOTO M3Bepra Bce CTaHETC...

— BoH, Befb, y Hero TaM, pOBHO Y CajITaHa TY-
pelKoro, rapeM Iiejbli, 6eCCTBDKUX [EeBOK CO
BCeX CTOPOH HAarHaHO, KaMe[b IIPeCTaBJILI0T,
IUIAIIYT Ilepen IMbIHOM KoMIIaHuel... CpaMmoTa
Takasl, YTO U CJIyIIaTh TO YIIIH BIHYT!..

— Tak, Tak!.. BEpHO 3TO... ¥ YK ILe Ke el, I0-
JIyOyIliKe, B cTpaxe boKyveM BOCIUTAaHHOM, /1a U
JIIOOUBIIIEN ero, HU3Bepra, Takoe OBLIO BbIHE-
cTu?!l..

Tak paccyxzauiu cocefu U cocefku. Ho 60J1b-
IIMHCTBO OBLIO TOIO MHEHWd, 4TO TIpad IIpo-
CTO-HAIIPOCTO Yero-HUOYAb el IO/IChIIIall.

— Benn, y Hee TaMm, B IluTepe, pOTHBIX MHOTO,
JIFOIA O0JIbITINE, C BeCOM. BBEIHOCI Takoe Myue-
HHe U becuecTHe, OHa BCerja MOIJIa HAaUTH CIIO-
c00 CHEeCTUCH C 3TUMU POJHBIMHU, Te OBl ee BBIPY-
YW, BRIPBaJIU OBl K3 3TOr0 OMYTa. A IIOJCHI-
HajJ— ¥ KOHYeHO. CKOHYasach U — HeT YJUK.
Teneps 0H cBO60O/EH, Oy/ieT )KUTH KaK 3HaeT, 6e3



IIoMeXxH. /leTouek BOT OOJIBHO JKaJb, [BOE Ma-
JIEHbKHX MaJIbUYUKOB OCTaJIOCh; YTO C HUMH CTa-
HeTCs IIpU TaKOM OTIIe?!..

Ho mopceinnan MIM He IIOACHIIAJ, OBUIA JIH
9TH PaCCY’KAeHHs IIPOCTO KJIeBeT0I0, Ha KOTO-
PYyI0 TaK MagKH SI3BIKH JIIOJCKHe, WX rpad Mu-
Xama IleTpoBUY, [IeHCTBUTEIBbHO, OKa3bIBAJICS
IIpyu4yeM HUOYIb B CMEePTH >KeHbI, — OHa yMepJIa,
U COCeU-TIOMEIUKH IIOJYYHUIN IIPUIJIaIlleHHe
Ha ee II0XOPOHEI.

[ToxopoHbI Irpa¢uHU JeBHep OBLIU 06CTaBIIe-
HBI TaKOI0 IIBIIITHOCTEIO0, KaKYI0 ellle HUKTO X HH-
KOIJla He BUJaJI B TeX MecTaX. CaM rpad kasascsg
olevyaJleHHBIM, BeJl cebsd C OOJIBIIMM [JOCTOHH-
CTBOM H He 3aMeyvaJl WIH JeJiaJl BUJ, YTO He 3a-
MedaeT IIeII0Ta, KOCHIX B3IJIAL0B, II€peMUTHBA-
Huil. C/IbIIaau Jake, KaK OH IIPOCTO U ecTe-
CTBEHHO >KaJIOBaJICH, YTO BOT, MOJI, B TAKHX MO-
JIOABIX JIeTaX OCTaJIcad 6e3 X03dMKHU U IIOJPYIHU C
ABYyMs MJIaIeHIIaMHU-CHPOTaMH.

Kunymuce coceny, a IJIaBHBIM 00pasoM, Co-
CeJIKH, B3IVITHYTH Ha ITOKOMHHILY.

— KakoBa-To OHa, cepjevHas, JAaBHO, Be[pb,
HHUKTO He BH/IAJI ee — Yal U He y3HaeIlb!..

Ho u Temeps He IIPUIILIOCH YBUAETD. biIn3Kkue



K rpady JIXOAU TOJIKOBAJIH, YTO €My BCe He BEepH-
JIOCh, TOYHO JIM yMepJsa OHa, He 06MOPOK JIH C
Hel0 TaKOM JOJITMY IIPUK/IIOYMIICI, BCe KAl OH:
OBITH MOYKET, OYHETCS U BCTaHeT, IIPUMepHI TO-
My He pa3 ObIBaJIH.

— W TOYHO, — pacckasblBaJu 3TH JIIOJH,
HeBeJIOMO OTKYZa B3sBILIHeCS, HUKOMY U3 COCe-
Iel Heu3BeCTHBIe, — YeThIpe JHS JieKasla B IPO-
0y rpa¢uHsg, OyATO YCHYBIIAsA, HUUYTh He U3Me-
HWJIACh, a Ha IIITOe YTPO 3a HOYb IIOYepHeJa
BCs, pacIlyxja U AyX OT Hee TAKOH IIOIIesI, 4YTO
BBIHECTH OBLII0 HEBO3MOXXHO, TaK BOT H IIpHU-
IIIJIOCh 3aKOJIOTHUTH KPBIIIKY Ipoba...

MHorue KadaJd T0J0BaMH, IIOF03PHUTEIbHO
IeperjsiblBaJuCh, U PeLINIUCh HCCIe0BaTh
Io6JIM>Ke CIIpaBel/IMBOCTh pacckasa. Ho Imof, Ko-
HelJ BCe ’Ke IPUXOJNJIOCH II0OHeBOoJIe NOIIYCTUTh
BO3MOJKHOCTBH COOOILIEeHHOro, TeM 0oJiee, 4YTO
KpBIIIKa I'poba ObLIa He COBCEM ILJIOTHO 3aKO0JIO-
YeHa U U3 MaJIeHbKOH IlleJId Ha HeCKOJIbKO IIIa-
TOB KPYrOM OIIyIAJIC CHJIBHBIM 3alax pasJio-
’KeHUs. OJHAKO, HEKOTOpPbIe BCe )Ke HHUKAaK He
MOIJIH YCIIOKOUTBCS, IIIeIITaIN:

— MozxeT, U3ypozoBaHa Bcs, 6efHasi, TaK 4To
U JIMKa YeJIOBEYEeCKOr0 Ha Hell HeTy, BOT U 3aKO-



JIOTUJIM KPBIIIKY. A UTO IIOIIOPTHJIACH, TaK TYT
HeT HHUYero MyZpeHOro: Hapo4yHo, BHIHO, IIITh
JleHb IIpoJieprKaIn!..

Ho IyxXoBeHCTBO He BO3BBIIIAJIO T0JIOCA; BCe
OBLIIO COOJIIO[IEHO, KaK CJIeflyeT, IIPUAPAThCI HU
K 4eMy HeJb3d OBUIO M IIPHIIIOCH ITOMAaJIKH-
BaTh... [IOXOPOHW/IN MOJIOAYI0 I'padHHIO, II0CY-
JUJTH, TIOPSIAUIN U KaXKIbIH 3aHAJICS CBOMMH [Ie-
JIAMH.

JleBHep CKOPO yexaJl K 6paty, IIPOKUJI y Hero
HECKOJILKO MecdIleB, IIOTOM BO3BPATHJICA HeHa-
IoJIro B BrICOKOe, IIOTOM OIIATH yexasl. Kyma oH
e3/IHJI, YTO JieJ1al — HUKOMY He OBLIO U3BECTHO.
/lBoe MaJIeHBKHX €ro CBhIHOBEH BBHIpacTaId 3a
KPeIIKMMH CTeHaMH, 1107, Ha/I30pOM I[eJIOTO IIITa-
Ta HAHeK. M3 ITI0OCTOPOHHUX HUKTO K HUM He J[0-
ITyCKaJICs.



yme 6oJibllle TOAY IIPOIIJIIO CO CMEPTH Ipadu-
HUA. MoJiofof ABaAIAQTHIIECTUIETHHUHN BJIO-
Bel] B OJHY H3 CBOUX II0€3/I0K, IleJIb KOTOPBIX
U1 BCeX IIO-IIpe)XKHeMy O0CTaBaJjach TaMHOY,
ouyTmiicd B IlosraBe. OH GBI CTPACTHBIMN JIIOOH-
TeJsIb Jomageii. B [lositaBe eMy OUeHb IIPUTJISHY-
JIUCH [1Ba KPOBHBIX >KepebIja, IIpUHaIeKaBIIUX
I'puropuro HMBaHoBHU4Yy l'opseHKe, IIpHIYIIKOrO
II0JIKA ITIOKOMOPHOMY.

T'opJieHKO 6B YeJI0BEeK 60raThIi, POJOBUTHIMI
MaJIOpoCC, MMEBIIHWN IIpeKpacHble IIOMECTbsl B
[TosiTaBCKOM I'yOepPHUM U BPEMEHHO IIPO’KUBaB-
1IN TOTZa C CeEMbe cBoel B IlosrTaBe. 3acial K
HeMy /leBHep y3HATH, He IIPOJACT JIK OH eMY JKe-
pebitoB. T'opeHKO OOBABUI, UTO >KepebIlbl
Henpozgaxusle. Ho y rpaga Muxania KOJIU 3aro-
PHUTCS UTO, OH y>K He OTCTaHeT. OTIIpaBUJICS OH
caM K I'puropuio IBaHOBUUY CO BCIKHMMH JIH00E3-
HOCTIMH, OOBOPOXKHJI €ro COBCEM, YIOBOPHJI
IIpojaTh KOHeM, U TaKHUM 00pa3oM 3aBs3aJIoCh
3HAaKOMCTBO.

YV Top/eHKH OKasajlach CeMHaAIlaTHIeTHSIA
Io4yka, AHHa I'puropreBHa, IIMCaHas KpacaBHIA.



Cpasy OHa MHPHUIJIAHYJIACh MOJIOJOMY BJIOBILY.
ToJsIbKO 0 HeM OH U AyMaJl I10CJIe IIePBOI0 CBH/A-
Hud. U 3avacTuil oH K 'opseHKaM. AHHa ['puro-
pbeBHa OblyIa COBCeM ellle peOGeHOK, BhIpOCa B
JlepeBHe, JIIOle He BHJasa, paclieBajga Kak
IITalllKka BOJIbHAsA, BBIAYMBIBajia cebe JeTCKHe
Urpel U 3abaBbl, U He Befajia, He IIpUMeyvasa,
YTO pacliBesia KpacoTa ee [eBUUYbs, He 3aLyMBI-
BaJIachk ellle 0 CBOeM CY>K€HOM, O CBOEH >KeHCKOH
nouie. I'pa¢ /leBuep 6bLI IIePBBIM MY>KUYHUHA, IIPU-
BJIEKIIIUH K cebe ee BHUMaHUe. Hefiesiu B iBe OH
CyMeJI 04apoBaThb ee poAuTesiei, 0T KOTOPBIX,
KOHEYHO, He MOIJIO YCKOJIb3HYTh BIledyaTJIEeHHe,
IIpoH3BeleHHOe Ha Hero UX J04YephIo.

— BOT Tak ’>XKeHUX, — AyMaJId U TOJKOBaIHU
MeXX1y cob60r0 cTapble I'opjieHKH, — JIydllle HaM
He CBICKATh Mg Haied 'aHHycu. OZHO He JIaf-
HO, 4TO BJIOBeI] OH U IBOe JIeTel y Hero, a [aHHY-
cd ellfe ¥ caMa JUTA HepasyMmHoe!.. Hy, ma yx
3HaTh TaKoBa BOJII BOXbs, — OT CyAbOBI CBOeH
He yHemns... [IocMOTpHM, IIOTJISIUM, TaM BUIHO
OyzmeT. A He IIPUHUMATL TaKOTO BaKHOTO YeJIO-
BeKa HeJb3sa. Hesb3sd eMy He II0KasbIBaTh BHU-
MaHu4. /la ¥ XJI0IIel] OH KyZa KaKoH XOpOILIUi!..

3aMeuanu cTapble I'OpJIEHKH, YTO C IIOSBJIE-



HueM /leBuepa U 'aHHYCAI UX CJIOBHO Apyras CTa-
Jla, Ha cebd HeroxoXka. To 3agyMuHrBa, MOIYaJIH-
Ba, CJIOBA OT Hee He J0OUTHCS, TO BAPYT PafloCTh
ee TaKasl OXBAaTHT, II0eT, CMEeTCsd, 10 CJIe3 CMeeT-
ca! 1 pyMmsHeIl pAeeT, pasropaeTcsd Ha IleKax ee,
H TJIa3a CBEPKAaIoT...

Ja, TaHHyCcA B HECKOJIBKO JHeH cTajia Apyrasd;
B HECKOJIbKO [JHeH YIIJIO HeBO3BPAaTHO KYyZAa-TO
ee JIeTCTBO MU CYaCTJIUBasg OecrieyHOCTb. Cama
OHa He IIOHHMaJa, YTO TBOPHUTCSA C Hel; HO YK
IIOHUMaJIa, YTO BCEMY BHUHOIO 3TOT JIACKOBBIM U
CTpAaIIHBIN KpacaBel], KOTOPBIHM K HUM II0Ba/IHI-
Cs1, KOTOPBIH 3aBOPOXKHII €e U MydaeT ee AyIly, 1
OHeM W HOYbI0 MydaeT. C IIepBOM MHHYTHI KaK
IIOABUJICS, C IIEPBOM MHHYTHI KaK OHa BCTPETH-
JIaChb C €r0 CMeJIBIM, KI'YYHM M BJIaCTHBIM B3IJIS-
JIOM, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa W TpeIlleT, ¥ MYKY, U
CIaaKyro ucToMy. OHa II0OYYyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO 9TOT
YeJIOBEK MMeeT HaJl Hel0 BJIaCTh M UTO OHa 6ec-
CHJIbHA IIepef ero BJIACTBIO, UTO OHa [JOJDKHA
eMy IOJUYUHUTHLCI BOJIEU WM HeBOJIeH, 6e3 pas-
MBIIJIEHHMH... YTO XO4YeT OH, TO C HeI0 M CJeJIa-
eT...

N oH caM OTJIMYHO IIOHUMAaJ 3TO0. He moJsiro
TSHYJI OH, MeHbIIIe IBYX HeJeJb ObIBaJI y HUX B



IloMe, ¥ BOT pa3 Haexasn paHo yrpoM. Camoro
T'opyieHKH He OBLIO J0Ma, Jja U cTapyxXa TOe IIO-
nuia K obenHe. [aHHYCS IpoBeJjia HOYb 0O€CCOH-
HYI0, TPEBOXKHYIO U CKa3ajlachb He30poBOMH, Oy-
TO IIpeAUyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO JOJ/DKHA 0CTATHCH.

Bpems ObLIIO BeCeHHEe, TEeIIBIHb CTOSLIA. BEI-
nwia 'aHHyCA B CaIUK; lepeBbd yoKe OIYIIUINCh
CBeXKeH 3eJIeHBI0, yyKe PacIlyCTUBIIAsACI CHpPeHb
HAIIOJIHSJIA CaAUK CBOMM CJIaJKHUM, IIPSHBIM 3a-
IaxoM, a Me)XNIy BeTBell JpeBeCHBIX 3BOHKO U
HEMOJIYHO IIepeK/JIMKaJUuCh Becesble IITUIIEL
FaHHYyCS II0OpoAWiIa 110 Y3KUM TPOIIMHKAaM U B
Here KaKOM-TO U UCTOMe yIlajia Ha COYHYHK Tpa-
By, B TEHU CTapo¥ JIMOBI U 3aMepJia, 3agyMa-
JIack.

OHa ciblllasia Kak CTy4YMT ee cephlle, OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIa KaK KPOBb TO IIPUIUBAET K JIHILY,
TO oT/iBaeT. OHa >KJaja 4ero-To, »Kgajaa BOIIPO-
CUTEJILHO, C MyYeHHeM U TPEBOTOM.

N mo>xnaJsiacs.

BoT 0H I1epes HeX0 — ee BJIACTEJIHH, ee MyUYU-
TeJIb. UTO OH HeceT eil: CMepTh WU )KU3HB?

OHa OpUIOAHAIACh, C1ab0 BCKPHUKHYJA, 00-
SI3JIMBO B3IJIIHYJIA Ha HEro, BCIIBIXHYJA BCI PY-
MSHIIEM, OITYCTHJIA IJIa3a U CXBATHUJIACH 33 CEeP-



me... A OH CTOsJI U J000BaJICd ee KpacoTou M
cMyleHueM. /la, oHa ObL1a Xopoina! YepHad Iy-
CTas Koca, BCd IepellyleTeHHas I[BETHBIMHU JIEH-
TaMH, GjiecTesla KaK MATKUU IIesK. [JIMHHBIE
ONyIlleHHBbIe PEeCHUIbl Opocaju TeHW Ha Iopsd-
UUU pyMsHeIl He;KHbBIX, CMYIJIBIX IlleK. BiaskHbie
IIYHIIOBble I'yGBl KpPacUBOIO pTa ObLIN II0JIYOT-
KPBITHI, ¥ U3-3a HUX BUJHEJICS PSJL POBHBIX, MeJI-
KUX U 6esbIX 3y00B. Kpelkasg MoJsiofas Ipyib BBI-
COKO pplrrasa. OHa 6bLIa XOpPOIa, KaK TOJIBKO
MOKeT OBITH XOpOIlla Ha BOJIe BhIpOCIIas [0Yb
VKpalHbl, KOTOPYI BIIepBble KOCHYJIOCH JIYHO-
BeHHe CTPacTH.

Josro sroboBasica ew rpadp Muxawi. Hako-
Hell, OH CKJIOHWJICS Ha TPaBy PsZiOM C Helo, B35
ee obeccuiieBIlIHe, II0X0JI0/[eBIIIME PYKH, KPEIIKO
CoKaJl UX, ¥ CKasaJl CBOMM BJIACTHBIM I'0JI0COM:

— l'a"HycH, g 11006110 TEOs, THI OyZellb Moeto!

OH He CHPOCHJI ee — JIIOOUT JIU OHA ero, XO-
yeT JIM OHA IIPUHA/IeXKaThb eMy. OH CcKasasl
TOJIBKO: «TBI 6yfells Moero». EMy He3aueM OBLIO
ee CIIpallliBaTh; OH 3HAJI, YTO OHA B €r0 BJIACTH.

OHa e111e pas cjs1ab0 BCKPUKHYJIA, CJIe3bl OpbI3-
HyJIU U3 IJIyOOKUX, TeMHBIX IJIa3 ee, 1 OHa 6e3
cuJI, 6e3 BOJIM yIlajia B ero o0bATHA. 1 OH I1eJ1o-



BaJI ee, JKer ¥ TOMHUJI €e CBOUMHU II0IeJTYSIMHU.

Hap HuMHM paspgasics rojsoc craporo I'opsies-
KH:

— UTo e 3To, rpad? PasBe Tak [esaroT [006-
prle aroau? 3a YTO ThHI ITI030PHUIIE MO JOUYKY?!

I'pad¢ Muxam ouHyJICd U OOBSICHUI, YTO IIO-
30pa HeT HUKAKOI0, UTO OH JIIOOUT AHHY I'puro-
pPbeBHY, U OYy[eT CUaCT/IUB Ha3BaTh ee CBOeH Ke-
HOIO.

— IIpoctH, T'puropuii MBaHOBUY, UTO Tebs
BIlepe]; He CIIPOCHUJICS, 3aTeM K Tebe U exas. /la
CKasanu — Tebs HeTy, OCTaJICA IIO[KUIATh, BHI-
Imes B CaAHWK, a TyT cama AHHa I'pUropreBHA...
Hy, H... IIpoCTH... He cTepIies, co60M He BJazer!
biarocioBysielnib, 4yTto Jid, [puropuit HBaHO-
BUY?!

T'opJieHKO CTOSAJI ¥ KavaJl T0JI0BOIO.

— YT0 YK, — BBIMOJIBWJI OH, HaKOHeI], — He
JIaJJHO TaK-To, fa bor ¢ To6oro, 6epu 'aHHYCHO U
OyZbTe CYaCTIUBHL...



IV

CBaab60171 He CTaJ/Id MeIlKaTh.

F'aHHyCcd ObLIA KaK B TymMaHe M caMa He
MOIJIa PelllUTh, Yero B Hel OoJibIlle: pajocTH U
CYacThbs, WM TOCKHU U cTpaxa. OHa CcTosIa I1epef,
HeU3BeCTHOM OYAyIITHOCTBHIO, 0 KOTOPOM 10 TOTO
BpeMeHH HUKOIZa He nymasa. OHa IepesxuBasia
OBICTpOE IIpeBpallleHHe U3 pebeHKa B )KeHIIUHY.

KeHHX c 60JIBIIUM TPYLOM M HEOXOTOH IIOJ-
YuHsAIa TPeOOBAaHUAM IPUINYUA U HCKOHHBIX
06BIYaeB; eMy X0TeJIOCh ObI HM Ha MUHYTY He OT-
IIyCKaTb OT cebsg HeBeCcTy. B IepBhle JHU OH
U3YMJIUI, CMyIaJl M CTpalldJ ee CBOMMH
CTPacTHBIMM IIOpBIBaMU. HO BOT MaJsio-IioMasy
OHa CTaJla IIOHUMAaTh ero, OH YCIIeJl U B HeH 3a-
JKeub IIIaMs CTPacTH, KOTOpPOe pPasropaaochk C
Ka’kK[I01 MUHYTOM...

VYTOMUTeJBLHBIN [jeHb CBaJbOBl, HaKOHeL],
IIPOIIIeJI.

MoJtoziple IepeHOYeBaId B JoMe [OpJIeHKH,
U Ha CJIefymollee >Xe yIpo MM IIojaHa Oblia
OTPOMHas, HEYKJII0Kasi, HO OTJIMYHO IIPUCIIOCO6-
JIEHHas1 K JaJIbHeMy IIyTeIleCcTBUIO KOJIbIMara, B
KOTOPOM OHU U TPOHYJIUCE B IIyTh, B HEBEJOMbIE



l'aHHyCe CTpaHBbL.

OKpecTHOCTH BBICOKOTO OIVIaCHJIMCEH HeXXIaH-
HBIM CJIyXOM: B I'paCKUX I1ajaTaX HOBas X035M-
Ka, HOBas rpa¢uHsd. Y3Haau, KTO OHa, OTKYZa, a
MeXKIy TeM HUKTO ellle He BUasI ee. O0besieT JIx
OHa CeMeMHbIe Jj0Ma II0 COCe/CTBY, II0JIy4aTCsd
JIA IIpUIJIallleHyss B Bricokoe? IIpomnuio aABa-TpHU
Mecdlla — MpUIJIAIIeHUN HeT, IpaduHg HUTITe
He 6bpIBasia. HoBad muina /11 pasHbIX JOrazokK.

«[IpgueTr >xeHy! U 3TOM CKOpPO He CTaHeT...
pasBe emy HazoJro! BepHeTca OIIITH K CBOUM
IUIACYHBSIM: OHU U Tellepb, TOBOPAT, BCe TaM Ke,
B BBICOKOM, TOJILKO Ha BpeMs IlepeBefleHbl B
NaJIbHUU QJInTeb... »

I'paduHs, [eliCTBUTEJIbHO, BCe JIETO He BHIES-
’Kajla ¥3-3a KaMeHHOU orpajpbl, U3 3aKOJI0BaH-
HOTIO 3aMKa. Ho 9TO IIPOUCXOAMIIO He OTTOr0, UTO
MY’K IeCIIOTHYeCKH K Hel OTHOCHJICA U 3allupaJl
ee. HeT, oHa cama HUKy/la He X0TeJla, el HU4Yero
He HY)XHO, JIUIIB OBl C Hel0 ObLI OH, ee BJacTe-
JIVH, ee COKPOBHUIIIE, ee cyacTbe. OHa YK O0JIbIIIe
He 6osiyIaCh €ero, U ee IIpeKHUe, HesiCHble CTpaxu
KasaJIuCh el CMEITHBIMUY, pe6siueCcKUMU.

Ero 6osatbesa! OH maja el Takoe 6JIa>KeHCTBO,
OH IIpeBpaTHJI ee >XU3Hb B TAaKOU HeCKOHYae-



MBIM cIafgKHi cOH. Kak OH ee JIF0OUT, KaK OH JIac-
KOB, Beces! /leHb HayhHaeTCsd, [eHb KOHYAeT-
CI— W He BHUAMWIIL KaK HAEeT BpeMs; OJHA
MBICJIb, OJHO >KeJlaHbe, — UYTOOBI TaK BCeraa
IIPOJ0JKAJIOCh, UTOOBI HUKOITIA, 0 CAMOM CMep-
TH, He IIpephIBAJICA 3TOT YyAHbIN COH.

OHU IOYTH BCerjia BMecTe; TOJIbKO pasa /iBa
B HeJleJII0 OTJIy4aeTcsd rpad KyZa-To Ha HeCKOJIb-
Ko 4JacoB. Kyzma? OHa ObLJIIO M CIIPOCHJIA €r0; HO
OH OTBETHJI €U TOJILKO OJJHUM CJIOBOM: «HY>KHO».
1 oHa He MHTepecoBaJiach 6ojbile. OHa 3HAJA,
4TO JIeCTBUTEJbHO, BUJHO, HYKHO, €CJIM OH ee
OCTaBJISIET.

Torma oHa BCd OTHaBajlaCh €ro IeTIM, JBYM
MUJIBIM MaJIbUMKaM, KOTOPBIX IIOJIOOMIA Cep-
le4HO, OYATO OHU OBLIXM ee COOCTBEHHEBIE [IeTH.
OnHa 3abaBJisiyiach C HUMH, JlackaJjla UX 1 6aJIoBa-
Jla, HapspKaJla, Kak KyKoJl. OH el B 3TOM He IIepe-
YT, OH U CaM ObLI, II0-BUAUMOMY, HEXKHBIM OT-
I10M, ¥ HECKOJIBKO pa3 TOBOPUJI ei:

— Kak g cuacTsuB, UTO THI UX JIOOUIIE! MHe
TaK TsDKeJIo OBLJIO, YTO OHU 6e3 MaTepH. Jla 1 caM
s OJDKeH ObLI OTJIy4aThbCsl HAJ0JIT0 U3 I0OMY... U
IIOTOM 3TO He MY’KCKOe [eJI0 pebsaT pacTUTh.
Criacu60 Tebe, OyAbL UM POJSHON MaTephIo!



IIpocutk ee 06 aToM 6bLIO Hewero. OHa OblLia
TaK MOJIOJA, TaK 06pa; OHa ellle He 3HaJIa, U4To
TaKoe rope, YTO TaKoe 3/1006a; OHA >KUJIa IIOJHOM!
U CYACTJIMBOM >KU3HBIO. I B TAKOM COCTOSHHUU
OHa, KOHEYHO, HUKOMY He MOIJIa JaTh HUYEro,
KpOMe JIaCKH, JII06BU U ydyacTusd. OHa BCer/a JIH0-
Omia eTel, a y>K ero-To JeTeil — Kak ei He JIIo-
OuT ux... 1 Bmo6aBok 06a OHU Ha HETro II0X0KH...

[Ipoxoguio JieTo, HacTynajJga OCeHb; HO
’KU3Hb [aHHYCHU He U3MeHsJIach: TYMaH CYacThsd
BCe eIlfe CTOSJI BOKPYT Hee. 11 CKBO3b 9TOT TyMa-
He OHa MHOTOro He 3aMeuasia. He sameyasia oHa,
4TO B UX OTPOMHOM JIOMe KaK-TO BCe He COBCeM
IO-JIF0/ICKU. /la U caM [IOM 3TOT KaKOM-TO CTpPaH-
HbIM. OHa 10 CUX IIOpP He MOIJIa U3YYUTh €ro U
IyTajlach B KOpHUJo0pax U Ilepexojax. [Ipuciayru
BUJUMO-HEBU/IVIMO, U BCe MeJIbKAlOT CJIOBHO Te-
HU, BCe MOJIYAJIMBBI, CYMpPa4YHbl, HU OT KOTO He
IO0OBEeIbCS YKUBOTO CJI0BA.

B mome 110 BpeMeHaM IIOSBJISIFOTCSI HEBEZJOMO
OTKYyZia KaKue-TO CTpPaHHbIe, TAUHCTBEHHEIE JIIO-
. Hukoro u3 HUX rpad ¥ He 3HAKOMUT C MOJIO-
IOM >KeHOoro. HaemXyT 3TH CTpaHHBIE JIIOAH, 3a-
IIpeTcsa ¢ HUMHU rpad, TOJKyeT O UeM-TO, IIOTOM
yeIyT BMecCTe.



CtpanHo! Ho Kakoe )Xe el 1eJjIo0 L0 BCEro 3TO-
ro? Y BepHO Tak HYKHO...

B Havasle oceHH OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAaJIa, YTO OY-
JleT MaTepblo, U UyTh C yMa He COILIa OT Pafo-
ctu. Ho, K ee BesiuauilleMy H3yMJIEHUIO, Tpad
BOBCe He TaK 00pajoBaJICs, KaK OHa 9TOTO O’KH-
Jajia.

— Jla 4To0 >Xe ThI, HEY)KTO He pax?! I[Tonmy, y
Hac Oyzer pe6eHOK! Haml pe6eHok! IToriMu, Ka-
Koe cuacTtbe! Thl MOMUHUIIL?! OTUEro THI IJI-
IUIIb TaK cTpaHHO?! AX, Boske MO, 1 IOHUMAIO:
TBI, MOXKET, yMaelllb, YTO OT 3TOr0 g O6yy MEeHb-
me J6uth Bosomro u Mwuiny?! Kak Tebe He
CTBIZHO! HA BCeX MOeM JIF0OBU XBaTHUT... I TOJILKO
CTaHYy ellle cyacTauBeel..

—/la 4 papn, 1 pag, — oTBevasn rpadp Mruxa-
WJI, — TOJIBKO S HEBOJILHO IyMar O TBOEM 3ZI0PO-
Bbe... ThI Tax elre MoJsoaal..

Ho oHa ero He moHMMAaJja, 0Ha HUYero He 60-
syacb. OHa BOCTOPJKEHHO IlejioBajla ero U OT
Hero 6eskaja K AeTsIM, H HX IlejioBajia, U CMes-
JIach, Y CUsJIa CBOeU I0)KHOM, TopsAdeil KpacoTolo,
KOTOpas HBIITHO Pa3sBepHYJIACh 3a 3TH OJIaKeH-
HBbIe MeCSIIbI.

A BOKpYT Hee, BOKPYI 3TOr0 CUACTJIMBOTO JIY-



4e3apHOTIo CO3JjaHUsA, BCe OBLJIO TaK MpPa4yHO, TaK
VHBIJIO U TAMHCTBEHHO. BeKOBEIE IepeBbsl POHA-
JIA CBOH JKeJITelIUe JIHUCThbI. OCEHHUM BeTep
CTy4daJICad B OKHa. IloTeMHeJIH U IJIyX0 BOpYaIud
BOJIHBI JloHa. THIIMHA CTOdJIa B OIPOMHOM
MpPayHOM [O0Me, U TOJBKO II0 KaMEHHBLIM KOPH-
JopaM TIYJIKO pasfaBajiMCh IIard MOJIYaJIMBOM,
II0L03PUTEJILHO IJIAAINEN IIPUCTYTH.



\'

Hpomﬂo elle HeCKOJIbKO MecsAlleB. I1o-BUAU-
MOMY He ObLJI0O HUKaKOM IlepeMeHbl, TOJIbKO
rpad BepHO HWJIU caM YCJbIIIaJ Iie HUOYAb, WX
eMy IlepefaJi O HeOJIarOIPUATHBIX TOJIKaX
MeXIy coceiaMU. OH YTOBOPUII JKeHY 00be3IUTh
C HUM HEKOTOpble M3 CaMbIX IIOUETHBIX Ce-
MelcTB. OHa, KOHEYHO, COIJIacUIach — €ro CJIo-
BO OBLJIO [JISI HEe 3aKOHOM.

Ho sTU HOBBIE 3HAKOMCTBA He [T0CTaBJISLIN el
HUKAaKOT0 yA0BOJLCTBUA. OHaA ObLIa Tak Jajieka
OT UHTEpPecoB, KOTOPBIMU >KHJI0O 3TO OOIIeCTBO;
OHa BC4 yIIJIa B CBOK BHYTPEHHIK >KU3Hb, B
CcBOe cuacThe. Kakoe el OBLIO [1€JI0 10 YYy>KOM
JKU3HU, [0 IIepeCcyI0B U CILUIeTeH.

OmHako, ee mpUpoAHas MA0OpoOTa U JIACKO-
BOCTH 3aCTaBWJIHM e€e KO BCEM OTHECTUCH Kak
MO>KHO MUJIee U yiro6e3Hee. Ee cBepKaroliasg Kpa-
COTa U MOJIOIOCTh TOXKe [OJDKHBI OBIIU TOBO-
PUTH B ee IIOJIb3Y, MOJDKHBI OBLIM BCEX Cpasy
PAacIIOJIOKUTE K He.

A MeXny TeM, HeCMOTPS Ha BCHO CBOIO pacce-
IHHOCThb, OHa He MOIJIa He 3aMeTUTh CTpaH-
HOCTh B 00XOKIeHUU C Hew. Ee mpUHUMaJIH C



OOJILIIIUM II0UETOM, He 3HaIH, KyZa YCaJuTh,
4eM YTOCTUTH, HO B TO >Ke BpeMsI C HEX0 BCeM Obl-
JI0 KaK-TO 0CO6eHHO HeJyIOBKO. OHa ITOMEeTHJIa
HeCKOJIbKO CTPaHHBIX, HEIIOHATHBIX B3IJIAN0B,
paccieiinasa HeCKOJIbKO, IIIeII0TOM IIPOM3HEeCeH-
HBIX, ¢pas, 0UYeBUIHO, OTHOCUBIIIUXCI K Hel U
BbIpa’kaBIIINX He TO KaKOM-TO y>Kac, He TO COKa-
JIeHHe.

YeMmy y>kacaTbca? Koro coskaseThb? UTo Bce
3TO 3HAUUT?

Ho, Mo>xeT OBLITH, €M TOJIBLKO II0Ka3aJoch. Bo
BCAKOM (CJIy4ae, OHa CKOpPO I03abblia U 3TH
B3IJIAABI, K 3TOT IIIEII0T.

OHa mpurJaliaga HOBBIX 3HaKOMBIX K cebe B
BrIcOKOe, U3BHHAIACH U IIPUAYMEIBajIa IIPEJJIO-
I, 00BACHSA, [I0UYeMy [0 CHX IIOp He cheJaJa
3TOTO.

Ee mmpurianieHusIMU IIOCIEIIHUIN BOCIIOJIb30-
BaTbhCA. B MpauyHBIN JIECHOU 10M HECKOJILKO pas
HaesyKaJIid I'OCTH, HeCKOJIbKO ITUPOB 3aja rpad
Muxauii. 1 mUpEl 3THU OTINYAINCH IIPEKHUM Be-
JIUKOJIEIINEM, HO BeceJsbsi He 6bL7T0. /la ¥ caMa
MOJIOZIad X03dUKa CUJIBHO CKydaJsa: «3aueM Bce
aT0? K ueMy 3TOT IIIyM, 3Ta TOJIKOTHS M XJIOIIO-
TBI?»



Eil ObUIO JKayIb IIpeKHero yeauHeHHda. OHa
6osiyIachk, YTO 3TH JIIOAU CBOUM IOBOPOM, CBOMM
IIPUCYTCTBHEM paspyliaT 6Jia)KeHHOe 04apoBa-
HHe, B KOTOPOM OHa TaK [J0JI0 HaXOJAHU/IaCk.

U oHa ObLia IIpaBa, — OYapoBaHUe HAYUHAJIO0
paspyuiatbcd, TyMaH MaJIo-IIOMaJy pacCerBaJl-
co.

Kaxk 3T0 ciyuymioch? Korga? B 4yeM COOCTBEH-
HO cocTosa IepeMeHa? IIo-BUAMMOMY, BCe OBI-
JIO TI0-cTapoMy. I'pad Tak ke JII06MII, TaK Ke JIac-
KaJl ee, a MeXK/ly TeM IIpe’KHel )KU3HHU He CTaJIo.
El1 He XOTeJIOCH y)Ke, KaK IIpeskze, IejIblil 1eHb
CMesAThCS WIM IJIaKaTh OT cYacThs. Ha Hee Halla-
JlaJla He TO TOCKa, He TO 3ayMYHUBOCTh. OHa 4Ya-
CTO AyMaJla O TOM, YTO ee o)kugaeT. CKOpo OHa
OyzmeT MaTepblo. MBIC/IB 3Ta, LOCTAB/IABIIAA €U B
IIepBoe BpeMs TaKyIo pafoCTh, Tellepb KakK 6yATo
HMHOIZa fake Iryrasia ee. I'pad He pas sacTaBaa
ee, II0CJI€é CBOMX HECKOJIbKO yYaCTHBIIHXCS OT-
JIy4ekK, B CJIe3aX, C OIYIIeHHOM I'0JIOBOIO.

— Muwuiag, 4To ¢ TO60M? — CIIpallIuBaJl OH, Oe-
P ee 3a PyKH K HEXKHO I1eIys.

— Huuero, Tak, B3TPYyCTHYJIOCH! — OoTBevasa
OHa. — I'me T®I ObLI? THI Tak 4YaCTO Telleph yes-
JKaelllb U3 IOMY, g Te6s1 COBCEM IT0UTH He BHIKY!



OHa npeyBesiuMBaJa, OHa yIpeKasa.

OH MOpIIMJICA U OIIATH CChLIAJICI Ha 00s13aH-
HOCTH.

Ho, HaKOHeIl, 3TH yIIpeKU CTaJIu pasapakaTb
ero; OH BJIPYT 3arOBOPMJI C Hel TAKUM TOHOM, Ka-
KOI'0 OHa IIpe’k/e OT Hero HUKOI/Ia He C/IbIXasla.

— Heyyxesi THI IyMaelllb, — TOBOPWUJI OH, —
4TO MOJKHO BCHO JKHU3HB IIPO’KUTH, I1eJIysACh U He
OTXOZs APYyr OoT Apyra? M mmoToM — TBOH CJIE3HL,
TBOHU YIIpeKH?.. 3Hal pa3 HaBCerza, — s He JIH00-
JII0 HU CJIe3, HU YIIPeKOoB. S JII06JII0 CMeX, YJIBIO-
KU, g IOMI06MI Tebs 3a TBOI YJIBIOKY, OHa TakK
uzet K tebe. [Tocmotpu!..

OH 1101HeC K HeH 3epKaJlo.

— /la IOCMOTpPH >Ke Ha cebs: Ha UTO ThI CTasa
moxoxa?

OHa BHU/les1a B CTeKJIe CBOU 3allJIaKaHHBbIE IJIa-
3a, CBOe II0OJIefHeBIIIee JIUII0, KOTOPOe OT CJIes,
0T 6JIeJHOCTH OBLIO ellfe IIpeJiecTHee, Iepe]; KO-
TOPBIM JO/DKHO OBIJIIO CTUXHYTH BCSKOE paszpa-
JKeHue. Ho OH ImpogosmKadt:

—$I He 060 Takux JUIl. Cie3bl TebsI He
KpacdT, cIesdBasg >KeHIWHA... [a, Belb, XyXKe
3TOro OBITH HHUYero He MoxkeT! CMoOTpH, Gepe-
IUch, [aHHYCS, OUHUCH BOBpeEMS, He TO Tebe U



BIIPSIMB IIPUJETCA 3aIlIaKaTh!!

«YT0 3T0? OH y>Ke TPO3UT eitl»

Jla, B ero rosioce BAPYI IIPO3BY4YaI0 UTO-TO,
4TO-TO 3J10€, XOJIOZHOE, CTpaIIHoe!

OHa c y>kacoM B3IVITHYJIA Ha HETo.

«OH s 9T0? OH JIM ee MUJBIH, ee TOOPHINA U
JIACKOBBIH!?»

[Ipe>xHUM, cCoBCeM OBLJIO 3a0BITHIA CTPax ee K
HeMy BJpPYT CHOBAa XBaTHJI ee 3a Ayiry. Ho aTo
ObI0O OJHO MTHOBeHHe. OH, II0-BUJUMOMY, IIO-
HSUI, YTO 3allleJl HEMHOTIO JaJIeKo, ¥ YCIIOKOMWII ee
JIACKOBBIM CJIOBOM U IIOLeIyIMU. 1 0Ha yJIBIOHY-
JlaCcb €My, 3acMesilaCh M IIPpOTHAasIa CBOIO TOCKY,
CBOM HesiCHBIE CTPaXH.

OxHako, HeHazouIro. Ilporest feHb-Apyrom —
U OIAThH HeCIloOKOoMHa ['aHHyC4.

—/la 4TO >Xe 3TO C TOOOM, HaKOHeIl, CTa-
JIOCH? — TOBOPHJI €l MyX.

— CaMa He 3HaW0, MWJIBIM, caMa IIOHATH He
MOTY UTO CO MHOK. HO TOJIBKO MHOM pa3 Tak MHe
TSDKKO, MHe KayKeTCs, UTO 51 yMpPY CKOPO...

— Hy, 3HaeIb Ji, HAKOHEII-TO s ITOHAI! 3TO
TaK, IIPUYYJbl, 3TO ObIBaeT B TBOEM IIOJIOJKE-
HUU... [Iof0>XaqU BOT HEMHOIO — U BCe IIPOMJeT,
U BCe KaK PYKOHX CHHUMET...



Kpate mpuxoamyiock Hempouro: y laHHyCH
CKOPO POJMJICA 3HOPOBBIM MaJabuyuK. HoBasg
JKH3Hb HayvaJlach [Jjid Hee, HOBOe YYyBCTBO
BCIIBIXHYJIO B Hel W OXBaTWJIO ee pasoM. OHa
OIIATHL IIOBecejiesia, OHa He MOIJIa HarJIafeThCs
Ha CBOero pebeHKa.

U rpad 6blI OUYeHb [OBOJIEH; OH y>K He CJIBI-
XaJsI yapekoB. OH MOT Tellepb, He CTeCHSACh, yes-
’KaTb U3 JOMy M [IOJIT0 He BO3BpaIllaThCsa: OHAa
TaK 3aHdTa CBOMM CHIHOM, OHa IIOYTH He OTXO-
IUT OT eTr0 KOJIbIOeJIH.

Ho oH 3a6uyxmascd. HoBoe 4yBCTBO, KaK HU
BeJIMKO OBLJIO OHO, He OTHSJIO MeCTa Yy CTaporo
JyBCTBa B cepalle 'aHHycH. OHa 0YeHb CKOPO 3a-
MeTHJIa 3TH HeIIPHUBBIYHELIE, [TOJITHEe OTJIyYKH.
bosiee TOro, oHa cTaja 3amMedaTb MHOIO€, Yero
Ipe’kJe coBceM He 3aMedasia. OHa HaYMHAaJIa Ha-
6JroflaTh, IPHUCIyIIUBaThCA. OHa caMa ellle He
3HaJIa, 4YTO HaO/II0[jaeT U K YeMy IIPUC/IYIINBaeT-
Cs1; HO yoKe B OBbLiIa HACTOPOJKe, BCA B TPEBOTe.



Vi

Ha BJpPyr BO3HEHaBHJeJa 3TOT CTPAaHHBIA

MpayHBIN [I0M, ellle TaK HeJJaBHO Ka3aBIIIH-
Cs ed 3aKOJIJOBaHHBIM 3aMKOM, IIOJIHBIM CaMBbIX
IIpeJIeCTHBIX U CBeTJIBIX BUJeHUU. U B TO ke
BpeMsd el 3aX0TeJIOCh, HaKOHelIl, 03HaKOMHUThCH,
Kak CJIefyeT, C 3TUM JOMOM, OOOMTH BCe 3aKOYJI-
KHU.

Bo BpeMsi OTCYTCTBUS My»Ka, KOIJla ee HOBO-
PO’KIeHHBIN pe6eHOK 3achlllall, a CTapliue JAeTH
BeCeJIO UTpajik C HIHbKaMHU, OHa HauWHaJjla CBOU
uccienoBaHug. OHa Opopwsia 10 AJIUHHBIM KO-
pHUmopaM, OTBOpsUIa BCe BEpPH, BCIOAY 3arJISI[bI-
Basia. HoO MHOTHe [Bepu OKasaJlUCh 3allepTbIMU
Ha Kpellkue 3aMKU. OHa 3Bajia IIPUCIYTY, CIIpa-
IIMBaja, YTo TyT Takoe? EN oTBedasd, UTO TYT
KJIaIOBble, MJIM XOJbl Ha OOIIMpHBEIE 4YephaKu
HJIN XO[BI B IIOrpeba.

— OTBOpUTE, 5 X0UY B3IJIAHYTh.

Ho oTBOpPUTH OBLJIO HEBO3MOYKHO: KJIOUU Y
ero CHUsTeJbCTBa. My Bo3Bpairascsa. OHa obpa-
I1ajack K HeMy C IIpoChbOO0M II0KasaTh el U KJa-
IOBble, U UepjaKy, U Itorpeba, u Iojsasbl. OH
YAUBJIAIICS, 3a4eM eU 3T0, UTO TaM UHTepPeCHOTO.



— B mmorpe6a-To s Te6s1 He IyIIy, HU 3a UTO He
IyIy, KaK Thl TaM Xo4elllb. CMOTPeTh B HUX CO-
BceM Heuero. CTapbsle 60YKHU C BUHOM [JIg Tebsd
He MOTYT OBITh MHTEPEeCHBIMH, a CBIPOCTh TaKas,
4TO TOTO U KU pasbosieelibed. OX, YK 9TOT MHe
IOM! KakeTcs1, M XOPOIIIO IIOCTPOEH, & BUIHO BCe
JKe KakKas-HUOy/[b OLIMOKa, MK 3TO JJOHCKAas BO-
Jla [eMCTBYeT, UTO CBHIPOCTH TaKas 3aBesiaCh B
ro/iBajiax u norpebax!..

— A BCe >Ke-TaKM MHe XOTeJIOCh OBl B3IJIf-
HyTb. IloifeM, IToXKanyucTa, IIOKaXkKu. A TO, UTO
JKe 3TO: X03dHKa s, M He 3HAI0 YCTPOMCTBA Hallle-
IO ioMa.

I'pad xayaJji roJI0BOIO U YJIBIOAJICS.

—Hy, a 10 cHX IIOp-TO YTO >Ke He CIIPaBJIL-
Jlach? HiIb, Bellb, KOIZIa CIIOXBaTHUJIACh! /la II0M-
IeM, IIOXKaIyHd, KOJIU yX Tebe Takag oxoTa. B
IoJBaJIbl U I10rpeba, cKasajl, He CBefly, a KJaso-
BbIe U UepAaKyu OCMOTPHUM; 3TO MOJKHO...

U OHH OTIIpaB/IINCHL HECKOJILKO pas Bce
ocMaTpuBaTh. I'pad IpuKasbIiBajJ IIPUHECTH O-
Hapb, CaM OTIIHpaJ [ABepH. Kpelkue 3aMKu
3BYYHO II1eJIKaJIF; II0TOM pasfaBajiCsa CKPHII JKe-
JIe3HBIX 3aCOBOB. TspKeJsible, 1y60BBIe JBEPHU pac-
IIaXWBaJNCh — ¥ MTHOBEHHO OXBAaThIBaJI Ipadu-



HI0O CBIPOM, 3aTXJIbIM BO3AyX. CBeT poHaps 03a-
PsI OOILIMpPHEIEe IIOMEIeHUs, B KOTOPBIX XpaHU-
JIOCh MHOTO BCSIKOTO Zjobpa.

FanHycsa Bce pasrisgfblBaja U U3YMIISLIACK.
Yero TOJBKO He OBLIO B 3THUX KJIAJOBBIX U Ha
9THX Yepgakax! TyT ¥ MeXa JOpPOrHe, ¥ BeIlH Ce-
pebpsiHble, 1 MHOT'O BCSIKOM BCSIYUHBI, U BCE-TO
TaKoe KpacuBoe, IOPOroe...

— Mussii Mo#i, — roBOpHJIa OHA, — TaK BOT
TBHL UTO TYT IIOJ 3aMKaMH [epP>KHUIIb, BOT YTO OT
MeHs CKphIBaelllb! He 3Hasa g, UTO THI TaKoH
CKYIIOH Jia >KaJHBIU. BOT, Befb, YTOOKI JKeHe XO-
POIINIA ITIOTAaPOK CAesaTh, a OH II0X 3all0OpOM BCe
Iep>xuT!

I'pad HauMHAaI CMeATHCS, TaK HEIIPUHYXK/EH-
HO U BeceJIO OTILIYYMUBAJICI; HO B TO >Ke BpeMsd
IIOCIIeIITHO BBIOMpAJ KaKyH-HUOYAL I[eHHYIO
Belllb U JapHI ee )KeHe.

— Ha BOT... Ha, OTBSDKUCH TOJIBKO, Ja OTIIYCTH
IyLry Ha roxasHue. Hy, uero Mul TyT CTOUM! Vii-
IeM, IIOXKaJIyicTa, a TO Y MeHH y>Ke IepIIUThL B
ropJjie Ha4YKHaeT.

OHu BrRIXOAWIHU. U OIIATH C BU3TOM 3aXJIOIIBI-
BaJIUCh AyOOBEIe IBEPH, U OIATH IleJIKAIH 3aM-
KH.



F'aHHyca Hecila K cebe HOBBIM IOJapoK. MyxX
LIy THAJI ¥ CMeslJICS; a Ha Cep/ilie y Hee BCe »Ke ObI-
JIO KaK-TO HeCIIOKOMHO. Bce eif Ka3aJyoch, YTO BO-
Kpyr Hee eCThb KaKasg-TO TailHa, KaKasg-TO MyYH-
TeJIbHAs, CTpalllHas TalHa, YTO OT Hee BCe UTO-
TO CKPBIBAIOT, a IJIABHOE — OH, OH OT Hee YTO-TO
CKpPBIBAeT...



Vil

IIATh JIETO OBLIO B IIOJIHOM pasrape; HO yKe

He IIpesKHee JIeTo. HU 0 yeM IIpeKHeM He OBI-
JIO ¥ ITIOMUHY. ['pad yesrkas U3 [oMy MHOTAA THSA
Ha /1Ba, Ha TPU. 3aBeJIMCh Y Hero Jiejia Kakue-To,
II0 KpallHen Mepe, Ha BOIIPOC >KeHBI OH BCErza
O0TBeYaJI OJHOCI0KHO:

— Meua, genal!

[Ipesxze OHa yAOBJIETBOPSIAaCh TAKUMU OTBe-
TaMH; Tellepb OHa U X0TeJsa ObI pacCIIPOCUTH II10-
OpoOHO, fa y>Ke 3HaJjla, 4YTO C MY)KeM He CJia-
IOUIIB; YTO KOJIK OH pas 3amMoJsr4aJsl, TaK y>K HUJe-
T'0 OT Hero He J00belllbCs.

— Kakue nena?! Wb Thl, 6a0be JIIOOOIIBIT-
cTBo! Hy UTO TBHI B HallleM MY>KCKOM /JieJie CMBIC-
Jguins! Eny — 3HAUWUT, HY>KHO eXaTb. BepHYCH,
KaK TOJIBKO BCe CIIPaBJIIO, IIpUBe3y Tebe 0OHOB-
Ky, a THI )KIU MeHs, 3a IeTbMHU IIpHCcMaTpHUBal,
Jla BCTpPeTb MeHs BeceJIed: TaK-TO BOT U JIALHO
oyznert!

OH 1esioBaj, ooHHMaJI ee. Ho el KasasocCh,
YTO 9TO y>Ke He IIpesKHIe II0IIeIYH U JIaCKH.

OH ye3xais. OHa ocTaBasach OfHa CO CBOEIO
OyMOM, CO CBOMMHU HeSCHBIMU II0/J03pPEHUSIMU.



OHa 4acTo CXOoAW/Ia C BHICOKOM Teppackl JJoMa U
OpojAuia II0 TyCTOMY IIapKy, AOXOZUBIIEMY IO
CaMOI0 KpYTOIO [JOHCKOIro Gepera. 3TOT IIapK
BJIEK ee TeIleph K cebe Heyaep>XKUMO. OHa II0JIIO-
Ouia ero TeHb, ero IIPOXJIajy, ero U3BUJIUCTHIE
IopoXKH. EN Kasasoch, YTO 37eCh, UMEHHO B
9TOM IIapKe, KaKOM-HUOYAbL HEXXAaHHBIM I0JI0C
OTKPOEeT el HeIlOHATHYI0 TalHYy, JUIIHUBIIYIO ee
nokos. Ho moka ere He IIpO3BydYasl 3TOT IOJIOC,
OHa 6pojuIa IIOTPy>KeHHasi B CBOM MBICJIH U Tpe-
BOJKHBIe Ipesbl. bpoauia HHOIZA, He CO3HaBas
I7le OHa, Ky/Jia U/leT U CKOJIbKO BpeMeHHU IIPOJO0JI-
JKaeTcs ee IIPOTryJIKa.

B ocob6eHHOCTH OHa JII0OMJIa 3TOT IIapK Beye-
POM IIOC/Ie COJIHEYHOIrO 3aKaTa, KOIZia IIOCJIe[:-
HUe O0TOJIeCKM 3apy IIOCTeIleHHO OJiefjHe/Ji Ha
BEpPXYVIIKaxX [epeBbeB, KOIZa MaJIo-IIOMaay B
TeMHeolllell CHHeBe He6eCHOM 3aropajiuch OfHa
3a IpyroM 4JacThble 3Be3Jbl U BAPYT BHIOPaBIIMH-
Cs M3-3a Jieca IIOJIHBIM Mecdl] 03apsijl BCe CBOUM
THUXHUM CBETOM UM MEHsJI OUePTaHU IIPeIMETOB.

Torma l'aHHyYCd BBIXOAMJIA Ha IIHPOKYIO aJl-
JIEIO, 110 KOTOPOM BCe gpyue U sipue JIOXKUJIUCEH Ce-
peOpsHbIe II0JIOCH], M CIIeIINJIa AaJIbllle U /1ajlb-
e, K MaJleHbKOM KaMeHHOM OecefKe, BBICTPO-



€HHOM Ha yCTyIle BEICOKOTO Gepera.

Orcroma 1epes HeH OTKpBIBAIACh INMHPOKas
KapTHHAa. Y caMbIX HOI THUXHH JIOH KaTHUJI CBOHU
BOJIHBI, €[lBa CJIBIIIIHO ILJIeCKaBIIHecs O Oeper.
Janbliie, Ha JIyTOBOM CTOPOHE, MEJIbKAJIH, IIO-
KpBITBIe JIETKUM TyMaHOM, 6e30pe’KHble II0JId,
ofHOooOpasue KOTOPBIX KOHU-I/le HapyllaJoCh Ja-
JIEKMMH JlepeBeHbKaMHU U I10JIOCKaMH JIECOB.

FaHHycAa caguIachk Ha KaMeHHYI0 CKaMblo Oe-
CeIKHM M OTJaBasach 0YapOBAHUIO BJIAKHOM HO-
4H, U IIOJ0JITY, IIOMO0JITY IJIAfesia Ha 3Be3/bl, IJId-
Zlejla B TYMaHHYIO lajIb ¥ MedTasla U IIaKaja o
HEeBeJIOMO II0UYeMY IIOTePSIHHOM CYaCThbe, ¥ OTIO-
HsJIa CTpallHble Ipesbl O HEIIOHATHBIX IPSAY-
Iux 6emax.

Ho sty rpesel He yXoguiad. C KaKAbIM JTHEM
B Hel Kpellla YBePEeHHOCTh, YTO HaJl HEI0 J0JDK-
HO CTPSICTHChH YTO-TO yKacHoe. I oHa Bepuia B
9TO IIPeAYyBCTBHE AYIIHM CBOEM, U JKAaja C cep-
Je4HBIM 3aMHUpaHKeM POKOBOIO yzapa.

OuHeTcd OHa Ha MTHOBeHHE, OTTOHHT Mpay-
HBIe Tpesbl, U caMa Ha cebd JUBUTCA: «/la uTo JKe
9TO Takoe? M3-3a uero g Tak Mydarnchb? Yero g
XKay? OTKyZa B3sJI0Ch BCe 3T0? YK He O0JIbHA JIU
g? Yero MHe 604ThCA...H KOIO Xe 060ATbCA? —



ero? — Befib, 3TO Ipex TSOKKUH, I'pexX MOH Ilepes
HHUM. IJTO HCKYIIEeHHEe, 3TO HaBa)KAeHHEe Ibd-
BOJIbCKOE!..»

OHa TBepzo pelrajach I106eIUTHL B cebe IJIy-
IIbIe CTPaxX! U OBITH 110 IIPeKHEMY CUaCTIMBOU U
IOBOJIbHOM. HO 3TOM peIrrMMoCTH XBaTaJIo He Ha-
mouro. CTpaHHOe IIpeUyBCTBHE He IIOKUAJIO ee,
U 60pOTHCS C HUM OHA He ObLIa B CHJIaX.

" BOT, B OJ/MH U3 TaKUX TeIUIBIX U JIYHHBIX
BeuepoB, CH/lesla OHA B Oecefike, IIOIPy’KeHHas B
I10J1y3abbIThe, U He 3aMedasa Kak IIJI0 BpeMd,
Kak IIpUOJIrKajcd yac mo3gHuil. Ei Hekya Obl-
JIO TOPOIIUTHCA: IeTH CIIaId, MY’K C yTpa yeXaa u
CKasaJl, YTO He BEPHETCS [JHA [Ba, a, MOXKeT, U
bosibite. CHjesia OHa OKpPY)KeHHas THUIIWHOI U
Jake ApeMoTa HauyMHaJa ee OXBAaTbIBATh, KakK
BAPYT CTpaHHBIE U He)XJaHHBIe 3BYKU 3aCTaBU-
JIK ee OYHYTHCsA. OHa B3[APOrHyJa, IMOAHAIACH C
KaMeHHOM CKaMbU M CTaJa YyTKO ITPUCJIYILIH-
BaThbC.

Yrto aTo? Ilog semsiero, IO caMOM GeceaKoH,
HU/leT KaKOMU-TO I'yJI, 6YATO pacKaThbl rpoMa. A II0-
TOM ellle CTpaHHee, ellle HeIIOHITHee, OYATO Te-
TO p>XaT KOHU. Ho HHKOIZa ellle B KU3HU He
C/IbIXaJjla OHa TaKOIOo I'yJIKOTO pyKaHbA.



OHa orysigbIBajIack BO BCe CTOPOHBI. Kpyrom
OBLIIO OCTATOYHO CBETJIO OT JIYHHOIO CUSHUS, —
HHUYEro 0C06eHHOTO He ObLIO BHUIHO. 3HAKOMEIE
KYCTBI CTOSUIM HENOJBM)KHO. BHU3y THXO ILIec-
KaJIUCh CcepebpUCThle BOJIHBL. Ha IIPOTHBOIIO-
JIOKHOM Oepery TO)Ke HU MaJIeHIIlero IBHKe-
HUS — BCS IIPHUPO/IA CIIaja.

Me>xy TeM CTpaHHBIE 3BYKH, U TOIIOT, U prKa-
Hbe CJBIIIAJINCh BCe CHIbHee. BOT OHU elle U
ele ciblltHee. [ToA3eMHBIN TyJl BAPYT 3aMep U
cMeHUJICS 60Jiee SICHBIMHM 3ByKaMH. Temepn yrKe
He MO’KeT ObITh HUKaKOTO COMHEHUS, CIIBIIITATCS
TUXUN TOBOP YeJI0BEUECKUX TO0JIOCOB, PrKaHbe
Jomazed. ITog camoi 6ecefKOMU IJIeCHYyJIa BOJA.

yo!!

YT0-TO Tpy3HOE OYATO yIIaao B PeKy U IOILIbI-
JIO.

FaHHyCS IIproKajach K KaMEHHOUM KOJIOHHE,
CJIerKa HaKJIOHUJIACh HaJl BRBICOKUMU IIepUJIaMH,
B3IJIIHYJIAa BHU3 U YBHJAJa B BOJE ILIBIBYIIYIO
JIOIIA/Ib, BOT ellle Apyras, TPeThs, JeCATOK, 60Ib-
IIe JecsdTKa Jolnazeil. HeCKOJIBKO 4Yesl0BEK KO-
HIOXOB KYIIalOT UX U MOIOT, TUXO IIeperoBapuBa-
SICb MeXK1y CO60X0.

Ona crpsTajiach 3a KOJIOHHY U >Kzfasa. bojiee



Imojiydyaca CJIBIIIIAJICA JIIOACKOM TOBOpP, Xpall Hu
p’XKaHbe Jiomazeil. 3aTeM 3TU 3BYKU OIIATHL CMe-
HWINCHL APYTUMH, TO eCTh IIepelllid C YHUCTOro
BO3yXa II0[ I'yJIKIeE II0/I3eMHBIE CBOJEI.

TaHHYyCS BbIILIA U3 6ecelKU M HaIlIlpaBUIaCh
K [0My IIOJIHasE He[OyMeHUS: «3[eCh II0[3eM-
HBIU XO[I, Ies1as Tajiepesi, yepes3 KOTOPYI0 MOKHO
BBIBOJUTE JIOIIIaZle! K peKe, a 1 He 3HaJjla 3TOrO,
HUKOTZa 0 TOM He CJIbIXaJja, My’>K HUKOIIa HUYe-
ro He roBopui... 1 mmorom aTtu Jomragu? Kakue
3TO JIoIagm?!»

OHa oueHb JIIOOMJIA JIOIIAEN M 3HaJa BCeX,
OBIBIIINX Y HUX Ha KOHIOIITHAX.

«JTO He Hallld KOHU, — C U3YyMJIEHUEM [YMa-
Jla OHa, — g UX XOpOIIo pasriangesa. 1 morom,
CcKoJIbKO ux! Kak MHoro! UTo Bce 3TO 3HAUHT!?»

E# cTaJs1o Tak TsKeJlo, TaK TOCKJIHBO.

«BoT... HaunHaeTca! — rogyMasia oHa. — TyT
TaliHa KaKasg-TO U BCe 3TO HecIpocTal»

Ho xax ke y3HATh e, 4To 3T0 3HAUUT?! CIIpo-
CUTH MY’Ka, CIIPOCUTH IIPUCIYIY; HO, BeIb, eCJIU
9TO TaiiHa, HUKTO HUUEr0 He CKa)KeT... CKPOIT
HUCTHHY, TOJILKO OYAYT CIEeIUTH 3a HEI, TOJIbKO
IIOMeIIalT el mobpaThbed L0 IpaBibl. HeT, oHa
HU y KOT'0 HHUUYero He cupocut. OHa HU CJI0Ba He



CKa)KET MY>Ky HH IIPO KOHEH 3THX, HHU IIPO ITO]I-
3eMHyI0 Tasiepero. OHa TOJBKO OyneT HabJIro-
naThb, 6y/IeT UCKATh...



VIl

Ha pelIwjiach MOJYaTh U OCTOPOXKHO CJIe-

IUTh, & MEKIy TEM 3a HEI0 CaMOM yrKe CJIe[IH-
. Ho 3TO 6T HEe MY>K U He IPUCTABJIEHHBIN
UM IIIITHOH.

B To BpeMs, KaK OHa, CYaCT/JIUBasg U OTyMa-
HeHHas IIepBOU CTPacTHOM JIF060BBI0, IIpHexasia
B BhICOKOe U yBHIa/Ia CBOUX MaJIEHbKHUX I1aChIH-
KOB, OHA 3aMeTHJIa B UHCJIe UX HSIHEK CTapyIlIKy,
KOTOpPYI0 HaseIBaau IleTpoBHOM. OOpaTuia OHa
Ha Hee BHUMAaHUE IIOTOMY, YTO 3Ta IleTpoBHa
ObLIa OUEeHb CTapa, 0UeHb 6e300pas3Ha U B TO JKe
BpeMsl B ee CMOPII[eHHOM, OOBHUCIIIEM JIUIIE CBe-
THUJIOCH IIPUCYTCTBHE Yero-To 0Cco0eHHOro. Ma-
JIeHbKHe YepHbIe IJ1a3a, HeCMOTPS Ha APSXJIOCTD
U, BEPOSITHO, 0UeHb OO0JIBbIIIHE TObI CTAPYXH, IJI5-
IeJI TaK 30pKO, TaK KMBO U OCTaHABJIUBAaJINCh
Ha MOJIOIOHM HOBOM XO03SHKe C IIBITJIUBBIM BO-
IIPOCOM.

Crapylllka IIOCTOSIHHO >KeBajsa 06e33y0bIM
PTOM U UTO-TO IIenTasa cama ¢ cob6or. Ho uto —
pasobpaTh O6BIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO. IIpHu aTOM 'aHHY-
csd 3aMeTwaa, yTo IleTpoBHA 0COOEHHO HEXKHO
obpailaeTcs € [eTbMH U UTO JIETH ee JIFOSAT 60-



Jiee yeM JPYIUX HIHEK.

Uepes Mecdl-ApyroM BAPYI 0KasajoCh, YTO
[IeTpPOBHEI y>Ke HeT B IeTCKUX KOMHATaX.

— I'me oHa? — crrpocwuiia 'aHHYyCS.

Ei#1 orBeTHIH, uTO [leTpoBHA 3axBOpasa.

OHa crajla 0 Hel HaBeJbIBaThCA. IleTpoBHA
BBI3[IOPOBeJIa, a BCe JKe ee HeT B [IeTCKUX. ['padu-
HA CIIpOCHJIa My»Ka, 0T4ero HeT [leTpoBHEBL. OH
OTBETWJI, YTO OHA OYEeHL CTapa, UTo ey Imopa Ha
IIOKOM.

OHa He cTaJia 60JIbIIIe paccIpalIuBaTh U CKO-
po 11ouTH 3abbL1a [IeTpOBHY: He 10 TOTO el TorAa
OBLII0.

Mexxay TeM, cTapylllka BpeMs OT BpeMeHH
ronajansachk el Ha Ij1a3a B KaKOM-HUOY/b /1ajIb-
HeM KOpHUZ0pe OTPOMHOTO /ioMa WX BO ABOpe.

— Kak mnoxkuBaemsp, IleTpoBHa, 3I0poBa
JIN? — JIaCKOBO CIIpalllKBaJia OHa.

Crapylllka HU3KO KJIaHsIach, )KeBaJla IrybaMu
U IITaMKavJia.

— Cnacubo, cygapblHs, CrIacibo Ha JIJaCKOBOM
CJIOBE, )KHUBY BOT, TACKal0 HOTH, XKy He T0KIYCh,
korga l'ocriosb ipubepeT MeHs...

— U, 4TO TBI, IIOJIHO, 3a4eM YMUPATh, II0XKU-
Belllb ellle! — ¢ TUXOU yJIbIOKOM roBopuia I'aH-



HyCS U IIPOXO0UIa MUMO.

A cTapy1ka JoJro ele CTosjia Ha MecTe, TJId-
IeJsia e BCJiel CBOMMU YePHBIMHU, YKUBBIMHU IJIa3-
KaMM, — BCe C TeM jKe BOIIPOCHUTeJIbHBIM BbIPa-
JKeHHeM, U IIellTajJa YTO-TO OJIeTHBIMH, CMOP-
IIIeHHBIMU T'y0aMH.

B camoe 1mociemHee BpeMsi 'aHHycCd II0o4Ye-
My-TO BCe Uallle U Yallle BCTpedasach C [IeTpoB-
HoM. He pa3 3ameuaJsia 0Ha ee U B I1apKe, BO Bpe-
Ms CBOUX YeAWHEHHBIX IIPOTYJIOK: OpoguT cebe
CTapyllKa, IIemJeT, )KyeT, IOTJsAbIBaeT. U BOT
y>Ke HeCKOJIbKO pas II0KasaJoch rpaduHe, UTO
CTapylIKa KaK-OyATo lake el UTO-TO CKa3aThb XO-
yer.

— He Hazo yu Tebe 4ero, IleTpoBHA? He 00OU-
IeJ1 I Te6s1 KTO0? — KaK-TO CIIPOCHJIa OHA ee. —
Ckasky, He 60,

— Her, cyzmapbiHg, HeT. KTo MeHs 0OUIUT, Ue-
ro MHe, CTapoi, Hy?KHO, — HHUYero He HY>KHO!

A cama IJIIIUT OPUCTaJTbHO U BOIIPOCUTEJIb-
HO.

Jlake >KyTKO cTajio 'aHHyce, 1 OHa HaydaJa
n3beraTbh BCTpeY C Hel. A Ta KaK HAPpOYHO YyTh
He Ka)KIbIM IeHb Ha IJla3a II0nafaeTcs.

BoT u Temeps, B TO BpeMs KakK I'aHHYyCHA, CMY-



IIIeHHas1 U TOCKJIMBAas, CIIeIllijla OT KaMeHHOM
bece KU BIOJb II0 SIPKO O3apEeHHOM JIYHOIO aJl-
Jlee, U3 TeMHOTEI JpeBeCHBIX BETOK MeJIbKHYJIa
U CTajla IIepel HE 3Ta CTpaHHAad CTapyllKa.
OHa fa’ke B3[POTHYJIA OT HEOXKUITAHHOCTU M HC-
Iyra, 1 4yTh He BCKPUKHYJIA.

Crapyllika 0CTaHOBMWJIACH, HU3KO0 KJIAHSETCH,
a II0TOM B3sJIa [ja U IIOIILJIA PSAOM C Hero. Ta cIre-
IIIUT, a 38 HEI0 U CTapyllIKa II0CIIeBaeT.

— Yero Tebe Hamo, IleTpoBHA? 3aueM He
CIIUIIb, — YK II03/THO.

A TOJIOC [OPOXKUT: UTO-TO OHA OTBETHUT,
HEeCIIpOoCTa, HecIIpocTa To!

— Cipllrajia  JIOIIAMIOK, CyZapyllIKa? — IIPO-
IraMKaJia BAPYT cTapyxa.

— (CJIplirasnia, — yHaBIIIUM TOJIOCOM OTBeTHJIa
lannycs.

— IToiseMHBIe JIOIIAAKH, M3-II0[] 3€MJIH BBI-
xomar!!

— IleTpoBHa, pagu bora, TEI 3HaeIlL UTO-HU-
OyZab!.. CKa)kKu MHe BCe, UTO 3Haelllb... Kakue 3T0
Jomazay, oTkyza? OTKyza 3To UAET 3TOT I10/13EeM-
HBIN XO/? KaK IPOUTH Tyaa? S He 3Haja, 4TO Y
Hac I10[ JOMOM XOJ ClleJIaH...

— Cypapy1ika, 6ectasiaHHas Thl MOs1, MaJIO JIU



THI Uero He 3HAaelllb, UTO ¥ HaC TYT eCTh U UTO Y
Hac fesaercs!

FanHyCcd cxBaTWiach 3a Cepflle: TakK OHO ¥
Hee CTY4aJyIoCh.

«Hy BOT, BOT TaliHa OTKPBIBAETCA!»

Vkac oxBaTui ee, a I[leTpoBHa IIpooJDKaIa:

— Ilopa ysHaTh, IIOpa y3HATH, IIPUIIJIO Bpe-
Ms... BCe PacCKa’Kky, BCe IIOKaXKy... IIOTepIId Ma-
JIOCTb...

B ee rosioce 3Byudasia 0coO6eHHasl TOPKeCTBEH-
HOCTB, KOTOpas cpasy IHoKaswiBajia [aHHyCe, UTO
aTa CTapyxa JeHCTBUTEJILHO BCe 3HAaeT.

— Tak He TOMH ’Ke, TOBOPH... II0OKa3bIBal. CH-
JIYIIIKA MOeU HeTy, U3Masjach 1. /laBHO YK Uyd-
JIO MOe cepjile HefoOpoe YTO-TO, a YTO TaKoe —
HeBOTraJ MHe... He moHuMar! He ToMHu Ke, I0-
BOPH CKoper!!

— IloXau MaJioCcTh — BCe Y3HAaeIlb! — yIIpg-
MO TBepawusaa crapyxa.— begHasd ThI, TOpeMBbIY-
Hag! Jla CKaXkud Thbl MHe OJHO, CyJapyllKa, MO-
JKelllb JIU THI 0 BpeMeHU TaWuThCsA, UTO OBl HU
ycabIXajla, 4To Obl HU yBUZAIa? MOXKeIllb JIHU
cleprkaTh cebsl, He IIMKHYTh, IJIa30M He CMOPT-
HYTb: €CTh JIU B Tebe CUIyIIIKa?

— EcTp, IleTpoBHA, eCcTh! — IIpoIIeITaaa OHa,



¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO, TOYHO, XBATUT Y Hee CHII
MOJTYaTh [0 BpeMeHH, He NMUKHYTb, IJ1a30M He
MOPTHYTh, XOTh OBI aJ] caM BJPYT pa3Bep3cs IIe-
per Hero.

Ona cxBaTwiIa [IeTpOBHY 3a PyKY U IIOBJIEKJIA
ee 3a c060M B CTOPOHY OT GOJIBIIIOHN aJIIeH, II0 y3-
KOM JOpo’kKKe. BOT Iepes HUMU B TEMHOTE Y-
CTBIX KYCTOB JIepeBsSHHasl CKaMeHlKa; rpa¢uHs
OITyCTHJIACh Ha 3Ty CKaMeWKy, ycauIa PsijioM C
co6010 CTapyXy U, Bce He BBHIITyCKasi PYKU ee, TJIy-
XHM T'0JIOCOM IIleITHyJIa eit:

— l'oBOpH, 371eCh HUKTO HE YCJIBIIIHUT HaC.



IX

Ox, MaTylmika! oX, cyZapblHda! — Hauasa
crapyxa.— MHOro rpexa, MHOIO OKasH-
CTBa, KaK ellle TPOM HebeCHbIN He paspasuiicd,
Kak MoJHUA BoXbg He ybmiia 3iofes!.. Kajb
MHe Tebg, ToyOyIlIKa; JOJIr0 MoJj4yaja, a BOT U
He MOIy, OyATO BEJIUT KTO BCe Tebe II0BEAATh...
CTpalrHo OHO, Jja Kpelnuch, bor He 6e3 MUJIOCTH.
Cryiai, 6ecrasaHHasd, rpad-To TBOM... IIOOUIIb
ThI €0, 3Hal0, YTO JIIOOHIIIL, a OH Tebs 0OMaHBbI-
BaeT... OH 3JI0M 4YeJIOBEK, CTPAIIHBLIM 4YeJIOBeK,
BCIO KU3Hb HeJJ0OpPBIMU [leslaMU, pa3boeM Ja /Iy-
reryocTBoM 3aHuUMaeTcd. KoHU-TO, — Te, 4TO B
JIOHy KyIlaJICh, — BOPOBaHHbIE KOHU, UX TO U
ZleJI0 HOYHO II0pOM ero pasboMHUKU IIPUTOHS-
I0T, BBIZIep>KaT B II0/i3eMeJsibe, II0TOM THXOMOJI-
KOM JIeCOM YTOHSIOT IIOfaJbllle a U IIPOJanyT
Ha CTOpPOHe... 5I-TO BCce 3HAI0, BCe BBIBeAaa, IIpo
BCe UX pasbou cibixasna... He ofHUX KOHEU Kpa-
IyT, — II0 IoporaM IpabsaT KasHy 4Yy>KyH, Bellu
ZIOPOTUA C COO00 IIPUBO3AT...

TF'aHHyCA CKaJjla T0JI0BY pyKaMH.

«Tak BOT ero pemnal.. BoT Kyzma oH yesxaet!..
Boyxe MOH, ero ¥ Tellepb HeT OMa... OH U Te-



Iepb, MOXKeT OBITH, I'Zle HUOYAb Ha [Opore Ipa-
OUTh... Pa360MHUK... OH pa3boUHUK!..»

—I'me oH Temepsh... rae?! — 6ecco3HaTeNIbLHO
IporoBopuiia oHa. «/la HeT, He MOYKeT TOro
OBITH, — BBI[yMaJla Bce 3J1as cTapyxal..»

— He Bepio g Tebe, He Bepro, — BAPYI KPHUK-
Hysa [aHHYyCA, OTCTPaHAACh OT [IeTPOBHEI, U II10-
TOM KHUHYJIaCh OIIATH K Hell, CXBaTHUJIa ee 3a CTa-
pBIe, KOCT/IABEIE ILJIEYH U CTasla TPSCTHU M30 BCeH
cuIbl. — He Bepro, TOBOPH ceryac, YTO ThI MeHd
o6MaHyJIa... UYTO HaJjraja, 4YTo BCce caMa BBl yMa-
jal.. PasBe OH MOKeT OBITH Pa3sbOMHUKOM? 3a-
yeM eMy OBITH PasbOMHUKOM — OH Ipad, OH 60-
rar...

Ho, B TO >Xe BpeMs, Cep/lie ee UysIo, YTO TYT
HeT o6MaHa, 4TO CTapyXa roBOPHUT IipaBay. OHa
BBIIIYCTHJIA ee IIJIeyH, 6ecCo3HaTeIbHO yIlaja Ha
CKaMeMKy U 3aJIMJIach CIe3aMHU.

— Courrazia s1!.. 0X, Kabbl coJirajsa! — IIPOroBO-
puia IleTpoBHA, OIIPABJIAACH II0CIEe HEOKUaH-
Horo 1opriBa 'anHycu. — CaMa yBUAUIIE, KAKOB
OoH. THI fyMaelllb, OH HBIHYE-TO yeXal U JaJIeKo
Ife-HUOyab Tenepb?!.. AH HeT — Hefajiede. Xo-
Yelllb, 9 Tebe II0Kaxy ero...

— Benu ke, Bequ ckopeel!



— JlamHO, CyZapbIHA, TOJBKO CHEPXUCH, He
KpPHKHU, He TO BCe IIPOIIajIo, JapOM TOJIBKO U Ce-
05 1 MeHs 3aryOHUlIllb, a IIyTU U3 TOTO0 HUKAKOTO
He BBIMJIET... Ha [pyroe Hago Tebe I100epeyn ce-
04...

— IleTpoBHa, 5, BeJb, CKa3aja y>ke, YTO CHUJIbI
Y MeH$1 XBaTUT... Bequ pagu Bora... TosbKo fait
s1 OIIPaBJIKOCE...

Ona 3amMoJsiyasa 4 Cujesia HeCKOJIbKO MTHOBe-
HUU HeIlOABIDKHAag. OHa y)Ke He ILIaKasa, Cep[-
Ile y Hee Kak OyATO 3acThIo. OHa TaK [TaBHO
JKJjaj1a 4ero-HUOYIb Y>KaCHOIO, JK/jajla pasbsCHe-
HUg TOMUBIIEN ee TaWHBL BOT pasbsicHeHUe
SIBUJIOCh — U IIOPaswiIo ee, Kak 0yATO OHa HUKO-
I7ia He >KJaja HU4Yero, Kak 0yATo, 4ero oHa »KJa-
Jia, He [JOJDKHO OBIJI0O OTHOCUTHCA K HEMY, ee My-
XKY.

U BCIOMHUJIOCH el BAPYT IIepBOe BpeMs UX
3HAKOMCTBAa, TOT CTpPaX, KOTOPBHIN OHA HUCIILITHI-
Bajla K 3TOMY 4esioBeKy. He HalipaceH OBLI TOT
CTpax: Cepflie IIpaBAy UysJIO, UysJI0 CBOIO I'OPb-
KYI0 [IOJIFO.

Ho Kyja >Ke 30BeT ee CTapyxa, 4TO OHA e II0-
KaxeT?! OHa cobpasia Bce CBOU CUJIBI, IIOHAIACH
COBCEM Ja’Ke CIIOKOMHAs C BUAY U IIPOrOBOPUIIA:



— Kyzna uaru? Begu MeHs, BeU CKOpee... ThI
BUIUIIIb, 1 CIIOKOIMHA!

[TeTpoBHa moNWLIA IIepel HeX, HAIIPaBJISAACH B
IIyouHy I1apkKa. Yepe3 HeCKOJIBKO MHHYT OHU
IOIILTH 40 KAMEHHOM OTpajbl.

— Kyza ke Teriepb? — B H3YMJIEHUH CIIPOCU-
Ja l'aHHycda. — 31ech HeT mpoxopa!

— EcTp 1poxon, — IIellHyJla CTapyxa, —
TOJIBKO TBI, CyAAPbIHs, TYT HUKOIJA He ObIBaJIa.

OHa pasgBUHYJIAa PYKaMU IyCTBle BeTKU, U
OHM CTaJIN IIPOOUPATHC BIOJIb OIPajibl.

Ilo BpemMeHaMm cTapyxXa OCTaHaBJIHBAaJacCh,
IIpUCIyIIuBaaachk U Ipobupasack fajnblie. I'aH-
HyCd IIJIa 110 IITaM 3a Helo. Bapyr crapyxa ocTa-
HOBWJIACK.

— 31ecp, — CKasajla 0Ha, — BOT ABeplia! Bu-
OUINb ThHL... €ée ¥ He BUHO U BCerza Oblia 3arep-
Ta, & HbIHYe U 3alepeTh I103a0bLIU, TPeThIO
HOYb CTOUT OTIePTad... 1 Y>K BBICJIeJUIA...

U, roBopd 3TO, cTapyXa JgepHyJa CBOUMHU JPO-
JKalllUMU pPyKaMM 3a MaJIeHbKYH CKOOKY. OT-
KpbLIaCh y3eHbKas, 3aKpallleHHas II0J KaMeHb
IBepita. CTapylika Ipolia B Hee. ['aHHYyCA II0-
clemoBasia 3a Her. OHa yKe He 3a/iaBasia cebe
HUKaKUX BOIIpocoB. OHA HU 0 YeM He IyMaJia,



HUYero He UyBCTBOBaJa. Bce B Hell Kak-OyATO
OCTAaHOBUWJIOCH. Tellepb eIMHCTBEHHOE CTapaHue
ee OBLIO UATH KaK MOJXKHO OCTOpOYKHee, KakK
MO>KHO MeHbIIIe IIyMeTh; OHAa BCS IIpeBpaTUIach
B CJIYX U 3peHue.

OHe OYYyTWINCH B KaKOM-TO yY3KOM, TEMHOM
IIPOXO/ie MeXKAy IByMs KaMeHHBIMU CTeHaMU.
BBICOKO HaJi TOJIOBOK MUTAJIU 3Be3Jbl, JIYHA 03a-
psjia TOJIBKO CaMyI0 BepXYIIKY OesIbIX CTeH, a
BHU3Y OBLJIO COBCEM T€MHO U ChIP0. OHU IIPOIILIN
1aroB TpucTa. [leTpoBHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH, IIIEIIHY-
Jia efiBa CJIBIIIHO:

— Tuine, mpUTanch! — U II0Ka3aja PyKo IIe-
pez coboro.

T'aHHYyCSA BIVISIles1aCh: PacCTOSTHUE MeXXY [BY-
Ms1 CTeHaMH PacCIIUpsIOCh, IIPOX0], OKaHUYHUBAJI-
Cs1 HeOOJBbIIMM KpBLIEUKOM, BEAIINUM B OJHO-
Ta’KHOe KaMeHHOe 3iaHue. OCTaBUB KPBLIEYKO
BIIPaBO, MO’KHO ObLIO IIPOWTHU [ajbllle, MEXAY
CTeHO, KOTOpas IIJla BOKPYT BCETOo I1apKa, U CTe-
HOIO 3TOTO 3aHUs. TyT ObLI Y3€eHbKUU IIPOXOJ, U
B 9TOT-TO IIpoXo 1oBesia [leTpoBHa 'aHHYCIO.

— Caymait!!

FaHHycs y>ke U 6e3 Toro ciayiana. OHa CJIbI-
I1aJIa JIFACKOM rOBOp, pasfaBaBIINMICA U3 3TOI0



HEeM3BEeCTHOI0, HUKOIZla HEBHUIAHHOIO €I Ka-
MEHHOI0 JIoOMHKa. U BUzesia OHaA Iiepen Co060I0
II0JIOCY CBeTa, YAApABIIYIO IIPIMO B CTeHY. ITOT
CBeT J0JDKeH ObLI UATH U3 OKHA. BOT U OKHO. 3a-
TauB AbIXaHue, [aHHyCI MIHOBEHHO II0/IKpPaJIach
K HeMy U B3IVIgHYyJIa. OKHO 3aHaBeIlleHO, HO He
IUIOTHO, M3 IPaBOTO yIJIa CTEKJIO BHIOHUTO. Bce
BU/THO, BCe CJBIIIIHO, BCe B BYX Ilarax... OHa He
IBIIINT, He I1eJIOXHeTCS, CMOTPUT B HEOOJIBIIIYIO
I1eJb M3-3a 3aHaBecKU. Eif BUTHA 4acTh KOMHa-
TBL, APKO 03apeHHasl...

Bcdg aTa KoMHaTa yopaHa JOpOrMMU KOBpaMU,
II0 CTeHaM Ha IIOJIKaX paccraBjeHa MacCUBHas
cepebpsHasg mocyza. Ho TaHHyca He 3amMeuasia
3TOro yopaHCTBA; OHA He MUTas IJIsjesia Ha Y-
roe: Iepen Hew MeJbKalHd 4esloOBeueCKHe QUIy-
PpBL; OHA OTYET/IMBO MOIJIA PACCMOTPETH BCe JIU-
I1a. HekoTophle M3 3TUX JIUI] el 3HAKOMBI: OHA
BUJIeJIa UX TaM, B 60JIBIIIOM JIOMe, y ce6si, 3a CBO-
UM CTOJIOM, — 3TU HeBeJOMble BHE3aIIHO II0IB-
JISABIIIMEC W HCYe3aBIlWe IIPUIATEJH ee My»Ka.
Ho oHU He oxHU 37ech. BOT mepes Hel MeJIbKa-
0T >KeHIIWHEI, MOJIOAble U KpacUBbIe >KEHIIU-
HBL... TOJIbKO B KaKOM OHH BHe!.. Kakoi CThIfx!..
OHMU ILTAIIYT, OHH IIOIOT...



" BOT, — y Hee IIOUTH OCTaHOBHJIOCEH CEPJ-
I1e, — BOT OH, ee My>XK. OH MeJIbKHYJI IIepef, Helo,
OOHABIIIMCH C KPacHUBOM, I'POMKO CMesIBIIIEeHCs
JKeHIMHOM. /la OH JIM 3TO, II0JIHO?! JIUIT0 Kpac-
HOe, HaJIUThble KPOBBIO I71a3a... OH KPUYUT YTO-
TO, eJIe Ha HOrax JIep KUTCs. /la ¥ Bce BUIHO IIbS-
HEI... BesobpasHas oprus B II0JIHOM pasrape...

FaHHyca 3akpplaa IJlasa, OTIIATHYJACh OT
OKOIIIKa H, Jlep’Kach 3a CTeHy, caMa IIaTasCh,
TOYHO IIbgHAsA, HAIlpaBHJIACh Hasaj, II0 IIPEeK-
Hel pmopore. CTapyXxa OCTOPOXKHO IIpo6upasach
3a Hero. OHHU BBIIILIM, HAKOHEI], U3 Y3KOI0 IIPOXO-
Ia.

l'aHHycd 1103a6bL1a 0 IIeTpOBHE U, KaK 6e3yM-
Has, KAHYyJach CKBO3b KYCTBI II0 JOPOKKaM H
TPOIIMHKAM I1apKa K foMy. OHa 6exkasna, 6yATO
3a Hel THaJjIach Iiejas CTasg OTBPATHUTEJIBHBIX
IPUBUIEHUU.

Ho BApPYT CUJIBI ee IIOKMHYJIH, OHa CO CJIabbIM
KPHKOM yIlajia Ha 3eMJII0 U II0TepsijIa COSHaHUe.



X

€ MaJIo IIPOIJIO BpeMeHH, I1oKa 'aHHyCd, 04-

HYBIIKCH Ha CBIPOM TpaBe I1apKa, cobpaiach
C CWJIaMHU U fob6pesa o foMy. CTpalllHy0 HOYb
IIpoBeJIa OHA, a Ha CIeAyIolliee YTPO MOAHAIACH C
II0CTeJIM, Ha KOTOPOM IIOYTH He CMEBIKaja IJIas,
COBCEM JIPYT0I0, COBCEM HOBOIO.

OHa cama cebs He ysHaBaJjla. HecmMoTps Ha
BCe TPEBOTH H TOCKY, OHa BCe ’Ke [0 3TOr0 JHA
ocTaBajlach IIOUYTH peOGeHKOM, CYIeCTBOM, He
3HAaBIIIUM KU3HH, Y KOTOPOI'O BCe ellle OBLI0 BIIe-
pefuy: Tellepb 3TO OblIa JKeHIMHA, ¥ KOTOPOH
BCe Has3agu ocTasock. OHa 4YyBCTBOBaJa cebsd
CcTapoy, ycraslled. M KH3HbL, U BCe II0Ka3aoCh
el TaKMM HEeHY>KHBIM, TAKUM OTBPAaTUTE/IbHBIM.

OHa mouula K CBOeMy pe6GeHKY, CTPacTHO
IIpmwxajaacbk K HeMy, o0/MIa ero ciesaMu. Ma-
JIIOTKA CMEIITHO YJIbIOasiCs €M, BBICTaBJIAN BIIe-
pef I'y6KH M, YTO-TO 60pMoua, TAHYJCA K HeH
KPOXOTHBIMH Py4YOHKaMH. Ho OH He BEBI3BaJI B
JIIle ee OTBETHOH YJIBIOKHU, He 3aCTaBUJI Pa/iOCT-
HO [JPOTHYTHL MaTepHHCKOoe cepzre. OHa ele
ropbye 3alljlaKaJia, JI0ysaCch UM; IIOTOM ee CJIe3bl
B/IPYI OCTaHOBUJIUCH, — 6e3MOJIBHAs TOCKa CJia-



BUJIA €U TPYAb, ¥ OHA TOJIBKO I1erTaaa:

— 3ayeM TBI POIUIICA, HeCcUacTHHIN? Jlyulile
ObI Te6e He POAUTHCS!

[Ipuberxkanu [eTH, ero JeTH; HO OHa He Ha-
nwia B cebe UIsT HUX JIACKU. X CXOJICTBO C HUM
3aCTaBUWJIO ee B3APOTHYTEL. OHA yIILIa U3 AEeTCKUX
KOMHAT U 3a1epJach y cebsd B criajibHe. Ho 311ech
el OBLJIO ellle TspKeJlee, ellle CTpalllHee. ITa KOM-
HaTa CTOJIbKO HaIIOMHHAaJIa, M BOCIIOMHHAHUI
OBLIN yKaCHBI. 37[eCh BCe Ka3aJIoCh HACMEIIKOM,
7KeCTOKOM, OTBPaTUTENbHONM HAaCMEIIKON. ITHU
4achl CYaCThbs, Yachl JHOOBU... 3TO CYIIPY>KeCKoe
JIoKe. Bce TOBOPHJIO O HeM, O ero Jjiackax. Benp,
OHa JIro6MJIa ero Tak 6€3yMHO!.. HO Tellephb, YTO B
Hel ocTayIoCh? JIIOOBH HET M CJiefia, KaK-0y/ATo
HUKOIZIa U He 6bIBaso. OOUH y>Kac, OJHO OTBpa-
IIeHUe, OJHAa HEHABUCTD.

OHa okasajiach He U3 TeX >KeHIITUH, KOTOPBIX
MO’KHO Oe3HaKa3aHHO OCKOPOJISATH U OOMaHbI-
BaThb. Kak 6e33aBeTHO BHe3aIIHO OHa IIOJII00OMIA
ero, Tak >Ke BHe3aIIHO M BO3HEHaBHjeja. U II0-
TOM OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OH pa3oM pasbuI ee
nyiry. Kak oHa Tereps ¢ HUM BCTPETUTCH, KaK Ha
Hero B3IJIsgHeT!?

Ho, mo cuacThlo, OH He BoO3Bpalajicd. OHa



BeCh IeHb XO[MWJIa KakK B TyMaHe. OHa KfaJjia Be-
4yepa, )kfasa [leTpoBHEL; 3HaJIA, YTO Ta ee Hellpe-
MEeHHO OyIeT J0KHUIAThCd, TaM B IIapKe, HA BUe-
palHel cKaMeukKe.

U enBa 3alwio CoyIHIlE, efBa TUXUIM Bedep Ha-
JIOKWJI TEHU Ha BEKOBBIE JlepeBbs, OHA COIILIA C
BBICOKOM Teppachl U yIJIyOHIach B JAPEBECHYIO
garny. OHa IIIa COOKOMHAasA, X0JI0OAHAA; B JIUIlE
ee He OBJIO HU KPOBUHKH, Jja’ke Ijlasa ee, rops-
4Yre I0JKHBIE IJ1a3a, BOAPYT IIOMEPKIH IO, I'YCTHI-
MU YepPHBIMU PeCHUIAMU.

OHa Kasajlacb IIPUBHUJEHUEM, IIPU3PAKOM,
BCTaBIIIMM U3 Ipoba. /la U B IeliCTBUTEIbHOCTH,
Be/lb, OHA yMepJia: )KU3HU HeT U He 0yzieT 60JIb-
1e...

OHa [olwia 10 3HAKOMOM CKaMeWKH, U He
omu6ack: IleTpoBHA y)Ke TaM CHUIUT, ee [0KU-
IaeTcs.

Ho ecsu T'aHHyCs Ka3asach MEPTBOM, CTpaH-
Has II0JIyMepTBas CTapyxa BAPYT KakK OYATO II0-
MOJIOZieN1a, I1a3a TaK U ropsT, APSIXJIOCTU KakK He
OBIBaJIO.

EnBa 'aHHyCH IIOf0IIIa K HEN, CTapyXa BCKO-
Yujia Co CKaMeMKU U KUHYJIach e B HOTH.

— Martyiika, cyZapblHg! — 3aroBopHja OHa



IIPEePHIBAIOIIIMCS TOJI0COM, U CJIe3bI APOKaJIU B
9TOM T0JIOCe, U CJIe3bI TEKJIU I10 APpSa0JIbIM IIleKaM
ee. — [IpocTtu THI MeHd, pacTpaBuja 9 TBOIO Y-
11y, II0Ty6MIa TBOK MOJIOLOCTB! VoK U ILTakasa
g, u T'ocriomy bory Mosidiiach, gymasa, MOXKeET
OBITH, MHE He cJief; Ob1I0 Bce Tebe paccKasblBaTh
Ila TI0Ka3bIBaTh... [[poyKuiia 6bI ThI HUUETO He Be-
Jiasi, IIpoKuia 6Bl B CIIOKOMCTBUHU. /[ymMaro g 3TO
TakK, a MHe OYATO KTO U IterryeT: «HeT, Ha[0 Tak
ObLI0, HEIIpeMeHHO Hajo!..»

— [la, Hamo, — oTBeTU A e F'aHHyCA. — U OfT-
HO TBHI OYPHO CheJjajsia, YTO He OTKphLIach MHe
paHsbIie. 3aueM ThI PaHbIIle He OTKPhLIACH; BEIh,
THI 3HAJIa, BCe 3TO U IIpesKAe ObIII0? 3a4yeM >Ke Thl
He CKa3aJjia MHe, KaK TOJIBKO s CIoJla IIpuexasa?

— 3aueM He ckasasa?! /la Kak >Ke CKasaThb OblI-
JIO? BBIC/IyIIay Tl MeHd, CyAaphIHa. BOT g cTapa
U BCIO0 JKU3Hb IIPO’KWJa Ha IpadCKoM CIIyxoOe,
ellfe MaTYIIKy HX, IIOKOWHUILY, IApPCTBUe eu
HebeCHOe, BBIHSIHUYMJIA, UX BCeX, U3BEPIrOB, BbI-
HgaH4YnjIa. MHOIOro g Ha CBOEM BeKy HaBH/[a-
Jack... B [Tutepe >xuiia, Tak 4ero-4ero TaM ToxKe
He OBLIO, a BCe K€ HUKOJIM He JAyMaJsa, YTo Ha
CTApOCTH JIeT TaKue Irpexu IIPUAeTCSd YBUAATE...
3eCb-TO 51, B BEICOKOM, JIeT IIATh KaK JKUBY, a [0-



IIpe’Xb TOTO JKUJIa y CTapllero ero 6para, y Hu-
Kosas IleTpoBuua. 3y107jell OH TOXKe U pa3boi-
HUK, U Halllero C IIyTH COWJI IIoIlepBOHavasy.
Benb, 3TO THI BOT, MOYKeT, HUUEIr0 He 3Haelllb,
HHUYero He CJbIXaJa, a Ha COTHHU BEpPCT CIIPOCH,
KOro Xoyelsb, IIpo Hukosias IleTpoBUYa, BCAKUN
Tebe CKa)keT, UTO pa3borHUK. OH BOPOBCTBOM U
OyLIery6CTBOM IIPOMBIILISAET, OH yKe He CKpPBbI-
BaeTcsd, HUKTO C HUM HHUYEro IIofiesIaTb He MO-
JKeT: BCe ero 6ogrcd. TyT X0Th, II0 KParHOCTH,
THUXO /la C OIIacKOM, a OH BCe OTKPHITO. B mome
CpaMOTHI He 06epelnbcs, Ha MOHX IJla3aX 4TO
6bL10!.. HeBTepIie)k MHe CTajIo IJISeTh, B3MOJIU-
Jach g rpa¢y Muxawny IleTpoBuuy: «Bo3bMy,
MOJI, TBOX0 MaMKYy, K cebe B BbICOKOe, 3a TBOUMU
JeTKaMHU XOOUTh O6y[y, TBOeU I'padUHIOIIKE YIO-
KpaTh craHy!» Hy, ¥ B3sJI OH MeHd, U IlonaJa g
U3 OJTHOTO OMYyTa B IPYIOH...

FaHHYyCA Ccaylasa CcTapyxy, He IIpephIBas ee,
HO U 6e3y4acTHO.

ToJsIbKO BAPYT OHA HECKOJIBKO 0’KHUBUJIACH.

— IleTpoBHA, CKa’X{ MHe IIPO IIEPBYIO JKEHY
ero... 3Hajia Ju oHa Bce? OTuero ymMmepsa OHa,
6emuadg? C rops, BULZHO? 'oBopH Xel..

— O HeH-TO, CyJaphiHg, U s IPHUILIA T'OBO-



PUTH C TOGOIO, — OTBETHJIA CTapyXa KaKHUM-TO
COBCEM HOBBIM M CTpaHHBIM TrojsiocoM. — IIpo
Hee, TOPEMBIYHYI0, Tebe U 3HATh HAO...
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CTapyxa 060IIJIa BOKPYT CKaMeMtKH, 3aryIsiHyJIa
3a KyCThI, YyTKO IIPUCIyIIajach Ha BCe CTOPO-
HbBl. Ho Bce GBLIO THUXO, OHA He MOTJIa PaCCJIbI-
IIaTh HUKAKOTO II0J[03PUTEIFHOT0 3BYKa, TOJIb-
KO BBICOKO B /IpEBECHBIX BETKax BpeMs OT Bpe-
MeHU B3[paruBajia CIIPOCOHbS KaKas-TO ITHIIA
U THUXO IITypINaJIX 3aZieThle ee KPBLIbSIMH JIU-
CTBLA.

TFaHHYyCS cufesia He LIeBessICh HU OJTHUM 4Jle-
HOM, OITyCTHB PYKH Ha KOJIEHH, YHBIJIO CKIOHUB
roJIOBy, OYATO MpaMoOpHOe H3BasHHUe. CTapyxa
CHOBa MOJ[0IIJIa K HeH, IIpHucesa psifioM C Hel0 U
HayaJia [IenTaTh IOYTH Ha yXO:

— Corymiai, MaTyIIkKa, — BOT KaK IIpHexaja s
B BrICOKOe, aKHO Ayllla BO MHe BCTpeleHyJach
OT pafiocTu: IpaduHSI MOJOojasi, KpacaBHIla, Ia
mobpasi | JIaCKOBasl; [eTOYKH CJIOBHO aHTeJIbYH-
KH. MeHs, cTapyxy, AapoM, 4To paba s ¥ crapas
Ia TJynas, a Ioar6uIa cpa3y KakK pPOaHYI0, BCS-
KyI0 JIaCKy MHe OKa3sbIBasia. Hy, ¥ s B Hel AyIu
He 4Yasija, TOJIbKO 0 TOM U ObliIa MOsI 3a60Ta, KaK
OBl YyTOOUTH €M, /a Jydllle TPUCMOTPETh 3a Jie-
TOUuKaMU. PafoBasiack s ¥ Ha rpada, gymasa: Hy



KakK C TaKOM >KeHOU [00pBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM He CJie-
JaTbCcd. M Bce-TO Ha IepBBIX IIOpax Kasajoch
MHe y HUX THUXO Ja riaagko. ToJabKo He HaoJIro:
He IIpoObLIA 1 3[jeCh U JBYX MecsdlleB, KakK CcTaja
3amMeuaThb TO TO, TO Jpyroe. 'papuHIOIIKA UHOMI
pas BCI B cjle3axX K JeTOUKaM BBIHMET, XOTh U
pobyeT CKpPhIBAaThH CBOE TOpe, CBOU CJIE3EI, /1a He
MoXKeT. I K Hed. MaTyllika, TOBOPI 1, 30JI0Tas
MoOd, 0 YyeM ILIayelllb, II0Befall MHe CBOe TOpe,
O6yap muioctuBa! Kpenmach OHa, Kpelusach,
Ia u noBepana: «Kak MHe, IleTpoBHa, He ILIa-
KaTbh, KaK He ropesathb. Illia 4 3aMy’X, aymasa
cuacT/iiBee MeHs HeT Ha CBeTe, JKUJa IIepBOe
BpeMd Kak B paro, — Ja He HaJ0JIr0 TOTO ParCcKo-
IO JKUTBS XBaTHUJIO»...

«Toke, 4TO U CO MHOI! — moxymaJsia I'aHHY-
cs1. — He g riepBag; HO pasBe OT 3TOro Jjierde?! Of-
Ha norubJia, Tak Zpyryro HoryouTh Hazo!..»

[TeTpoBHa IIpozoOKaIa:

— /Jla B 4yeM, CIIpalllfBalo, rope TBoe? KakIUCh,
Yy HAac JIaJHO, BOH, BUIIIb, eTOUKU-TO KaKue 3[0-
POBBIe, ClIaBHBIE; ajb MY’KE€HeK ueM obuzes?
«AX, TOBOPHUT, Kabbl 06Ue pa3, g1 Obl ero IIPo-
CTHUJIa, U APYTrOM, U TpeTHUi pas IIPoCTUIa Obl, a,
BeIb, OH BCerja, Ka)XHHHBIM JeHb OOMIKaer.



[Ipesxze A1 Hero JIydllle a Kpalle MeHsI HUKOI0
Ha CBeTe He OBLJIO, — TeIlleph Bce He jafHo. OqHa
s IIPO TO 3HAI0, YTO BBIHOCUTH MHE IIPUXOAUTCA!
Omocrtrlia g eMy, IleTpoBHaA!»

...Kak ckasasa oHa MHe 3TO, TaK Y MeHs CepJ-
Ile " ymaJso. [JIsoKy 1 Ha Hee, IIMCaHasd KpacaBU-
113, POBHO Jiebeapb Gesiasi, KaObI IIPO APYTOTO CKa-
3aJia, He II0BepuIa OFI, a ero 3Hal, BCe OHU TaKo-
BreI! IIoTelrmsicss BBOJIKO [a ¥ IIPOYb IIOIIeJ: eMY
HOBOI'O Hazfo6Ho. Hy, BOT IpH3HasIach 3TO OHa
MHe, BBIPBaJIOCh y Hee TO CJI0BO HEHapOKOM, a
IIOTOM M 3aMeyasia, Jake OyATO COBECTHO el U
IJIA1eTh Ha MeHd. IIpujeT eciH, TaK IIPUTBOPSI-
eTCs BeceJsIOH, C IeTOUYKaMM UIpaeT. BHKy g Bce
9TO, a 3aTOBOPUTH Y>K U He cMmelo. TOJIBKO [eHb
0TO AHS Xy»Ke y Hac cTaHOBUTCA. I'pad, poBHO
KaK BOT U TeIleph, C IIyTHBIMU JIIOAbMHU He 3Ha-
eTcs, BCeX OT JiloMa OTBajAuJI. Hae3XarwT K HeMy
O030PHUKU TOJIBKO /1a pa3boMHUKY, U C HUMU OH
U3 J0OMa Ha [oJIroe BpeMsd IipomnajgaeT. CpaMoTy
9Ty 3aBeJI, KOMeJUaHTOK, U TpapUHU COBCEM IIe-
pecTas CTBIAUTHCH, a’ke He CKPBIBAETCs, ee JKe,
OelHyI0, CMOTpPeTb 3Ty Mep30CTh 3acTaBJIseT,
IIpU Hell IIbIHCTBYIOT [1a pa3boMHUYAKT. YK Ue-
I0, OHa, CepfievHas HU [iejlajia, YTOOBI ero ypeso-



HUTH, — TOJILKO HUKAKOTO0 IIPOKa M3 TOT0 He BEI-
nwro. Crasiu IMOAHUMATECI MeXXAy HUMU CBaphl;
KpHK, ObIBAJIO, U/IeT TaKOH II0 JOMY, UTO XOTb
CBATHIX BOH BBRIHOCU. He pas 3acraBajia i ee, Io-
PEMBIYHYIO, BCIO B CHHSKAX, U30UTyr0. Tepriea,
Tepllesa, pafu AeTOK Tepliesa, Ja U OIATh [yMa-
Jla: MO>KeT, 9TO OH BPeMeHHO TakK, a I10CJIe U 00-
pasymurca. ToJIbKO, BUIUT, HAKOHELI, YTO BCE XY-
Ke U Xy)Ke; TyMasia OHa, fyMaja M pellnaach,
TOBOPUTHL eMy: «OTIyCTH THI MeHs, pagu bora, ¢
IeTKaMu B [IUTep K POAHBIM, a caM Jlejlakl 371eCh,
YTO XOUelllb, — g Tebe MeIllaTh He CTaHy». — «He
OTIYIIY! — 3TO OH KPUYUT, — ThHI TAM BCeM Haro-
BOpPHUIIL Ha MeHsd, CPAMHUTHL MeHs yYHeIlb... U
4TOOBI 1 Tebsd oTmycTu! HUKOJIHU He OTHYIIY».
OHa eMy KJIgHeTCd BCEMU CBATBIMHU: «MoOJI4aTh,
MOJI, CTaHy, HUKOMY CJI0Ba He IIPOPOHIO, YTO
IIPUKa’Kelllb, TO U TOBOPUTH OyAy — 3a4eM OTCHO-
Ia yexaina». — «Ilycroe, mmycroe, He OTIIyIIy!» —
Ha ToM cTaJy1 ¥ HU ¢ MecTa!

— IlucaTtes OHa AyMajia CBOUM CPOLCTBEHHU-
KaM, TaK OH IIHCBLMEIIO-TO IIepeXBaTUJI, 8 MYKHU-
Ka, C KOTOPBIM OHAa ITMCHMEI0 B TOPOJ 0TOCTIATh
HaJyMaJia, BBIIIOPOJIX Ha KOHIOIIIHE, [1a TaK, YTO
OH, OeMHEBIMN, U IIOIIEeBEJIUTLCI HE MOT, JTHEM de-



pes 1I4aTh, He TO IIeCTh, bory ayiry otgas. IIpwH-
CTaBWJI OH K HeM JIIOJUIIEK CBOMX: CJIeloOM 3a
HeM II0 IIITaM XOJMIT, IJIa3 He CIIYCKAalT, 0 KarK-
IIOM ee IlIare, 0 Ka)kJA0M CJIOBe eMy JOKJIa[bIBa-
I0T... 1 Takoe II0J KOHeI] IIOIII0, YTO M PaCCKa-
3bIBATh HET0XKe...

— Boxxe Moii! — oTUYagHHO IporoBopuia I'aH-
Hycd. — W Ha TakKuX JIIOJeyd HU CyJa, HU IIPaB-
IbI?! Kak sxe ymepJia oHa, HecuacTHag? CBoeM JIx
CMepThIO0, OT 60JIe3HU KaKOM, WJIH, I10XKaIyH, OH
y6uI1 ee? Bce roBOpU MHe, TOBOPH IIpaBLy!

— KT0o ymMep? — ellle Tuille, eie TaUHCTBEH-
Hee 3alrenTtasna IleTpoBHa. — I'padHHIOIIKA-TO
JKMBa, OHA, CJBIIL ThI, KUBa-KUBEXOHBKA, IIO
cell eHb >KHBa.

FaHHyCcg BCKOUMJIA CO CKaMeMKH, KaK CyMa-
LIefIras.

—Yro THI! Kak xuBa!? O4YHUCH, HE MOPOYb
MeHd... KTo xuB?!

— 'paduHIOmIKa ’KHUBa, Kak Iepef MCTHUE-
HBIM! BOT-TH XpucToc! /la pasBe g IIYTKHA pagu
TOBOPIO0 C TOOOX0. J)KUBa OHa, rOpeMbIYHad... /ia
JIy4iiie 66110 6bI, KaObI MepTBa ObL1al

FaHHyca cxBaTwjach 3a TOJIOBY, IJIgfesia
OCTAaHOBUBIIIMMMCSA CTPAIIIHBIMU IJIa3aMH Ha



ITerpoBHY. EM Ka3aJoChk, UYTO OHa C yMa CXOJMT.
OHa HUYero He MOTIJIa CO0OpPasUTh.

— Kaxk >xuBa? Uto ke 3T0? HeT, TAKOT0 He OLI-
BaeT? I'me >Ke oHa?!

— 31ecp, MaTyIlIKa, B II0[3eMeJibe, B TeMHU-
I1e KPOMEIITHOM, BOT y>Ke CKOJILKO BpeMeHU CBe-
Ta bosKbero He BUIUT.

FaHHyca oTIAaTHYJACh OT CTPaxy, B HEroZo-
BaHUU.

— JDKelllb THI, CTapas BeabMa, U3[IeBaelllbCd
Ha/I0 MHOK... MOpouHIlb! U 4vero 4, riaymagd, Te6s
cayiaro!?

Jpo>xa BceM TeJIOM, OHa KHWHYJAach IIPOYb OT
37100HOM BegbMBI. HO cTapyxa 3a Helo, JorHaJIa
ee, CXBaTUJIA 3a IUIaThe, He ITyCKaeT.

— Kygna 131, poguMasi, Kyga? OCTaHOBUCH, [I0-
caymar! ITokaxky s Tebe ee, XOTb U 3Hal0, 4TO
TYT MOS TOTH6esb. O6elIaicsa OH, YTO KOJIU S OfI-
HO CJIOBO BBIMOJIBJIIO, TYT K€ BEJIUT MeHS 3allbl-
TaTh [0 CMepPTH, U Tak cpesaeT. /la UTo MHe? He
BTepIIEX yoKe, 1a ¥ yMepPeTh I10pa, TaK UIN MHa-
ye. MokeT, 3a JIOTYI0O CMepTh Takyr locronb
rpexu romuiyert. [Iokaxky s1 Tebe ee, IIpobepeMcs
MBI K He!, IIOKTHU TOJIBKO MaJIOCTh.
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aHHYCd MAalllMHAJIBHO OIIITH IIOAOIIIA K CKa-

MelKe, OIIyCTHJIACh HA Hee U TOJITO OCTaBa-
JIaCh HeIIOABIDKHOUN. OHAa yrKe Ilepeskuiia caMmoe
CTpalllHOe IIOTPSICEHUEe U He MOIJIa OKUIATh HO-
Boro. OHa ImoJjiarasa, YTo ex IPUAEeTCs YC/IBIIIaTh
B 3TOT Beuep OT IleTpoBHBI MHOTrO0€. IIpUTOTOBU-
JIaCh K pacckasaM O BCeBO3MOKHEIX ITpecTyILIe-
HUSIX, COBEPIIEHHBIX U COBEPIIIaAeMBIX ee MyKeM,
HO He MOIJIa OKHUAATh TOr0, UTO Telleph YCJIbIIIA-
Ja.

JKusa! Ho, Begb, 3T0 HEBO3SMOJKHO! A Mexny
TeM CTapyXe HeJIb3s He BePUTh.

Bennas 'aHHycd 10/ro 60posIach, JOJIT0 UCKa-
Ja BeIXoZa. CHayasia el Kasajoch, UTO OHa IIPO-
CTO He IIOHUMAaeT TOTO, YTO TOBOPUT el IIeTpoB-
Ha; HO OHA JOJDKHA ObliIa IOKUHYTH 3Ty CIIaCH-
TeJBHYI0 MBICJb, ¥ TOTYAC >Ke yXBaTHach 3a
APYTYIO.

Houb TeMHa, KaK-TO CTPaHHO BOKpPYI, KaK-TO
HeOOBIYHO CBETUT JIYHA, U Bce OYATO HOBOE, 0CO-
6enHoe. /la u [leTpoBHa coBceM He Ta IleTpoBHa,
KOTOPYIO OHAa BCerja 3Haja: Ta ApsaXJias CTapyxa,
a 9Ta BOH KaKad KHBasd, Kakas 60/ipasi, KaK r'oBO-



PHUT, KaK B TeEMHOTe 0JIeCcTAT I71a3a ee. KoHe4HO,
9TO COH M HeT HHUYEro TaKoro, HHU 3TOM HOYH, HU
JIYHBI, HH 3THX CTPaHHLIX JlepeBbeB, HU I1eTpOoB-
HEBI, BCeé TOJILKO Irpe3utrcd!. bojke, HeT, 3TO He
COH!

l'aHHyCd XBaTasa cebd pykaMH, XBaTaJa IleT-
POBHY, U [0JDKHA 6blIa yOeJUTHCs, YTO He CIIUT,
He I'Pe3UT, YTO SIBb, caMas JeMCTBUTeJIbHAs, Ca-
Mas HeyMoJmMas Iiepef Hero. Ho oHa Bce ke
ellle He caBajach, OHa BIJIAAbIBasIach B IIeTpoOB-
HY.

Jla, oHa He IIIyTHT, OHa LJyMaeT caMa, YTO IO-
BOPHUT IIpaBAy, HO €M CaMOH 3TO TOJIBbKO TakK
IIpeficTaBJIIeTCsd, OHa COLIa C yMa, befHas CTa-
pyxa! OfHaKo >Ke, BOT, Be/ib, 1 BUepa MOKHO OBI-
JIO TI04YeCTh ee 3a 0e3yMHYI0, a MeXXAy TeM OHa
TOTYAC JKe [oKas3aja y>KacHYI0 MCTHHY CJI0B CBO-
ux!

— IleTpoBHA! — HaKOHeIl, 0OTYasIHHLIM T0JIO-
COM KpuKHyJa 'aHHycd. — Tak 4YTO ’Ke 3TO ThI
MHe He paccKasaja BCeX ITHX Y>KacoB, KOIja 4
IIpHexaja? Kak MOIJIa Thl 3TO CKPBLIBAThH OT Me-
HA?

Crapyxa 3safposkajla H IIOBaJIlIach B HOTH
mepes Hero.



— Martyika, ropeMbIYHass MOs, YyBCTBYIO S
BCIO0 MO0 BHUHY Ilepef; T0000. I'peX, TSOKKUM rpex
B3sJIa Ha YLy, ¥ BCe JeTOUeK HeIIOBUHHBIX 7Ka-
JIEIOYU U ee, TpaUHIOIIKY, >Kajleouu! Bens, oH
YTO MHe CKasaJ, s CAypPy-TO TOIJAa B HOTH eMy
KHUHyJIach, MOJIMJIA €ro. A OH MHE B OTBeT:
«HumkHY, roBopuT, crapas! Kosu cJI0Bo efHHOe
OT Teb4 ellle yCBINTY, KOJIX Thl KOMY HU Ha eCTh
3aUKHeNIbCSa IIPO0 4YTO, — TakK, IIPaBo, s, IIPaBo,
BCeX 3THX II[eHAT IepefaBiio». M BOT, Kak Iepes
HcTUHHEBIM, MOT OH, MOT 3TO C/eJaTh!

— T'octtomu! — mpocToHasa 'aHHycd. — /la 3a
YTO ’Ke MHe BCe 3T0? 3a YTO TaK HaJpyrajiuchb
HaJ/I0 MHOI0? 3a UTO IOTyOuIn?

— Marymika, 6os1e3Hast Mosi, — IenTasua IleT-
POBHA, — ¥ MeHA-TO ThI UCTOMIIA. Kak IIpHrexa-
Jla Thl TOT[A, AyMAal: KaKylo OH eIle TaM IIpH-
Be3... U B3IJIIHYTBL-TO Ha TeOs He XOTeJIOCh 3a
IrpaQUHIONIKY. A KaK IVITHYJIa — BIDKY ThI POBHO
IUTS — 1obpas a J1acKoBasi, KO BCeM IIPUBETIIN-
Basg. CMexXOM 3aJIMBaeIlbCsd, JeTOoYeK JIaCKaellls,
Ha Hero Tak CMOTPHIIL JII060BHO, JyMaelllb Ha
KU3HL CYACTJIUBYI0 [1a PaJOCTHYIO IIpHexaJa.
Tak ¥ ymaso Moe cepilie, CKasaThb HUYEro He
cMer. 'paduHel, rpadpuHert Tebs1 BeIUYAOT,



TO 3HaI0, UTO IrpadHUHIOIIKA Hallla B II0JBaJe 3a
3aMKaMH, Tbl... KakKas >Xe Tbl IrpapuHsA?! — TBI
I10/IF060BHUIIA €ro, pa3boMHUKa, He rpaduHs...

FaHHYCS JUKO BCKPUKHYJIA ¥ OHEMeJIa.

ITeTpoBHa ckasasa npasay. Ho, HecMoTps Ha
BeCh y>KaC 3TUX HeXXJAaHHBIX OTKPBITHUM, Ha H3-
BeCTHe 0 TOM, YTO IlepBasd JKeHa rpada >Kusa, 10
3TOro MrHOBeHUd ['aHHYCA BCe >Ke He ITyMmasia 06
9TOM Y>KaCHOM IIpaB[e.

— Het, HeT! — 3ajpIXasiCh BBHITOBOPHJIA OHA,
HaKOHel], 0TYasgHHO IIPOTATUBas PyKU U O6YATO
4TO-TO OT cebd OTCTpaHssd, — HeT, g Bce Ke )KeHa
ero, II0BeHYaHHas, 3aKOHHAs ’KeHa, HaC B IIePK-
BU BeHYAJIH... s )KeHa ero!..

— /la OT >KMBOH >XeHBI pasBe BeHYalwT? — a
K0JI1 00MaHHO II0BeHYaloT, TaK BCe OHO, YTO U
He OBLJIO 3TOT0 BeHYaHbs, — THUXO0 IIPOrOBOpPHUJIA
ITeTpoBHa.

FaHHyCA yIlajla Ha CKaMbl0 B IIOJITHOM 0ecCH-
Jynu. Terreph OHa y’>Ke sICHO IIOHUMaJIa, UTO Y Hee
OTHATO BCe, U HUYEr0 e He OCTaJI0Ch, YTO JarKe
pebeHOK ee HeCUaCTHBIM — He3aKOHHOe [IUTH,
6e3 1paB, 6e3 uMeHU. OHa CXBaTUJIACh 3a TOJIO-
BY, OYZTO cTapasch IPUIIOMHUTH YTO-TO, UTO TO
Co0OpasuTh, HO HHUYEr0 He MOIJIA IIPUAYMAaTh:



roJioBa ee ObLIa IycTa — HU OZHOM MbIcau! Ty-
II0e OTYasgHUEe OXBAaTHUJIO ee, & Cepjlie — TO Ou-
JIOCh C TaKOM HUKOIJa HeHU3BeJaHHOU 60JIbI0, TO
BIpPYT 3aMHUpasio, 6yATO COBCeM OCTaHaBJIUBAsiCh.
Bcro rpyab ee )KIJ10, KakK OTHEM, U B TO JKe BpeMsd
el OBIJIO XOJIOHO, HECTEPIIMMO X0JIOHO.

—TI'me ke oHa? Bemu MeHs K Heit! ITokaXu
MHe ee... TpaQuHIO! — IIpolllerniTasa, HaKOHeL],
lannycs.

—3a s3aMKaMu B IojBajie OemHasd rpadu-
HIOIIIKA, ¥ He BUIUT OHa cBeTa boXKbero, He CJIbI-
IIIUT OHA I0JI0CA YesIoBeueCKOro. Mosimia s ero,
H3Bepra, O03BOJUTL MHe HOCUTH el IHIY, —
ZOJITO He COIJIAIlaJICd, IIOYUTaM II0JITOfa He BH-
nasa g ee. OIATE KUHYJIACH IIPOCUTH €ro — J103-
BOJIMJI, TOJIBKO KJIATBY CTPAIIIHYIO B3sJI C MeHH,
Jla HaKasaJl OJHOMY U3 CBOUX Pa3b0MHUKOB IIPO-
BO’KaThb MeH$, 4TOOBI s He 3aCHyKUBaJach. 11 Mu-
HYTOYKHU He JaloT II0OBITH C Helo. /la 4ToO — BOT
YK Tellepyuya OHa, OefHas, IIOYHTAN 4YTO U He
y3HaeT MeHs, U Ha 4Yej0BeKa IIOUTU HeII0X0’Ka
cTajia — pa3yMa JIMIINIACk...

— Benu MeHd K Hel, 1 N0JDKHA ee BUIETh! —
XBaTas 3a IUIeYU CTapyxy, 6e3yMHO IIOBTOpsIa
FanHycsa. — Begu MeHda K Hel! Iloka cama He



YBMJKY, He II0BEpPI0 Tebe, HE MOXKET TOIO OBITH,
HeT, OHa yMepJia, Bce IIPO TO 3HAIOT!

— Bce m1po TO 3HarT! A Te, KTO CBI3aHHYVIO €e,
II0 pyKaM [a II0 HoraM, fa C ILIATKOM BO PTY,
4TOOBI He Kpu4yasia, IIOHEeCIU B II0[Bal — Te-TO,
He60Ch, 3HAIOT JKHUBa JIM OHa WU HeT. A Te, KTO,
rpoctu 'ociosy, B rpo6-T0 BMECTO ITIOKOMHUITHI
NOXJIYI0, CMEPZAIIYI0 CO0aKy YKJIaLbIBaIH, T€ TO-
’Ke, He60Ch, 3HAIOT, KOTO B TOM I'P00Y IIOXOPOHU-
Ju!

— Beni MeHd K Heli! — TBepamia 'aHHyCA. —
He Bepro, JoKeIIb ThL, cTapyxal

—HW mposepny, MaTylllka, — IIPOrOBOpPHIIA
IleTpoBHA. — VK Telleph Yero ke MHe — IIPOBe-
Iy, ¥ IIyCThb OH, 3JI0flei, KasHUT BceX Hac. /a,
HeT, CyZapyllKa, CIep>XU ThI CBOe cepAtie, o bore
mogyMaii, 0 MJafileHIle CBOeM IIOZyMay; II0>Ka-
JIeH ThI, KOJIU cebs He jKajleelllb, U Ty Oe3BHUH-
HYI0 [IyIIy, YTO B IIOJBaJIe 3a 3aMKaMH CIIpATa-
Ha. IIpoBeny g Te6sT THXOMOJIKOM — KpeIIHCh
TOJIbKO, YJIydy BpeMs KaK OfHa IIougy 6e3 pas-
O0MHMKA, YTO 3a MHOI XOAUTH IIPUCTaBJIEH,
6J1ar0 JIeHUB OH HBbIHe CTaJl, UHOU pa3 MeHs U
omHy oriyckaer. Iloranmu Ha Hee, [a yIOep XU
CBOe cepZArie, 000APHUCE, CylapyIlIKa...



" 1o, uTo IleTpoBHa He ycIieja SOTOBOPHUTE,
OBLIO y>Ke ICHO [Id 'aHHYCH. BHe3amHas pelu-
MOCTh OXBaTWJa ee, OHa BJpyr I03abblia Bce
CBOM MYKH, BeCh y»KaC CBOero mosiokeHusa. OHa
IIOHAIACH CO CKAMBH.

— Beu MeH4... IIOIVISDKY Ha Hee ... A II0TOM,
[leTpoBHa, eC/IA TOJIBKO He COJITasia ThI, S JTOJDK-
Ha BBIPBAaThHCA OTCIO/A, 1 YOery, g1 106epych 0 Io-
poza, s BCce pacKporo... HAUAY CyA U IIpaBay!..

— Martyiika, pogHad, xai-to I'ocmmogul.. Kpe-
IIKMCh TOJIBKO... A Ha 3ape BBIUAU CHOZA OIATH
Ha 3TO >Ke MecCTO, IIOKAU MeHd... MoXeT, 1 U
ycTporo. Ha 3ape s mUIIy-TO el HOIIY, ITOXKIH Me-
HA TYT J0 COJIHEYHOIO Bocxoga. He mpupy g —
3Hall — Torja >KaaTh Hajo.

C saTuMmu csioBaMU [leTpoBHA UcUesia.

lFaxHyca monwia JoMou. M y»ke He IIaTaaach
OHa CO CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY, He YyBCTBOBAaJIa CJIa-
6ocTH, He yyBCTBOBasa 60U B cepare. OHa 1y-
MaJia TOJILKO O CBOEM pellleHUH, U B 3TOM pellle-
HUU IIoYepnasia CHIy. IJIaad Ha Hee Teleps, Ha
ee CIIOKOMHOe 3acTHIBIIIEe JIMII0, HUKTO He MOT
II0/lyMaTh, KaKHe CTpalllHble MUHYTHI IIepesKuIa
OHa. TOJILKO B Hell He 0CTaJIOCh HUYEro OT IIpeX-
Hel TaHHyCcH; My>X He y3HaJ OBl ee, eca1d 06



BCTPETHJI, HO €T0 He OBLIO ZI0Ma, OH eIle He BO3-
BpaIaics.



Xl

e€MHO U THUXO0; TOJIBKO U3fajieKa eiBa CJIBIIITHO

JOHOCHUTCS He TO IIJIeCK, He TO IIIOPOX; TO BOJI-
HBI JOHCKMe yIapsiloTcs 0 6eper U pacchlIarTcs
0eJsIoM IIeHOM. ITO IIOYTH eTHMHCTBEHHBIN, HO 3a
TO BEYHEIN, HeM3MEeHHBIX 3BYK, KOTOPBIH, TO
YCUJIUBAsCh, TO IIOYTH 3aMHpasd, HOCTHUTaeT IO
TEMHOTO I10/[3eMeJIb.

B pKU COJTHEUHEBIN [eHb B I10[3eMeJIbe IIPO-
HUKaeT CJIabbId JIy4Y CBeTa U3 MaJIeHbKOI0 OKOH-
na. Ho mpexkze, yeM JOUTH CIOZA, JIYY 3TOT [I0JI-
’KeH COBepUIUTh OOJIBIION IYTh: OH CIIyCKaeTCs
110 ITUINHAPUYECKOMY OTBEPCTHIO, IIPOZeIaHHO-
My B MaCCUBHOM KaMeHHOM cTeHe. He O6yzab 3To-
IO OTBEpPCTUS — II0[3eMeJibe IIOTOHYJIO OBl BO
Mpake U B HeM MO>KHO 6bLI0 ObI 3aJ0XHYTHCI OT
II0OYTH II0JIHOTO OTCYTCTBHUS Bo3ayxa. U Temepsb
3[leCh OYIITHO U CHIPO...

TeMHO B TUXO... HO BOT, B yIJIy YTO-TO IIIe-
BeJIbHYJIOCH; IIOJHAIACH C JIETKUM CTOHOM YeJIO-
BeyecKasd QUrypa U OIITH OIIyCTUJIACh Ha CBOe
Joske. I cHOoBa Bce THUXO.

Ho ecsii 0CBeTUTH I0/3eMeJIbe, H3YMJIEHHBIM
IJ1asaM IIpefiCTaBUTCAd CTpaHHasg KapTHHA: B YI-



JIy, Y CBIPOM CTeHBI, II0CTaBJIeHa >Kejle3Has Kpo-
BaTh, HA KPOBAaTHU IIepHHa, IIOAYIIIKH, I1eJIKOBOE
CTeTaHHOE OJIeslyIO; PSAA0M, Ha IIIUPOKOM KpecJIe,
OpolleHa MexoBas >KeHCKas IIy6a; CTOJ, KYB-
IIIMH C BOJIOI0, IIOTOM ellle IPyroe KpecJyo, KOB-
PUK y KpoBaTH. U Bce 3TU Bellld — POCKOIIIHBIE,
IIOpOTHe, BhIHECEHHBIE U3 O60raThIX BEPXHHX II0-
KO€eB; HO B KaKOM OHHU BHje?! Bce 3allbliIeHO, 3a-
I'psASHEeHO, 6ejibe TaBHBIM-JaBHO He IlepeMeHs-
JIOCh Ha KpOBaTH. 1 Ha 9TOM IpA3HOM OeJibe Jie-
>KUT, BBITIHYBIIIUCH CBOMMH HCCOXIIIMMHU YJIeHa-
MH, CYILIeCTBO YeJIoBeUYeCKOoe, KeHIIMHA, o/leTast
B Kakoe-TO MIOoA00He KOT[a-TO 00TraTor0 IIEeJIKO-
BOTO IUIaThs, OT KOTOPOI'O OCTaJIUCh TeIlephb
TOJIBKO OHHU JIOXMOThS. JIJIMHHBIE PyChle BOJIO-
Cbl He UeCaHbl, He 3aIlJIeTEeHbl B KOCHI, 6eCIIops-
IIOYHO pasMeTaIuCh 110 TPSI3HOM ITOAYIIKe. JIUII0
JKEeHII[UHBI, 3eJIeHOBaTO-0JIe[THOe, OCYHYJIOCh, U
TPYIHO B HEM y’Ke 3aMEeTHUTH CJIe[ibl IIpPeKHEMH,
HeJlJaBHeM KpacoThl U MOJIOJIOCTH.

A Mexny TeMm, rojia TpA TOMY Hasafl, 9Ta >KeH-
IMHA ObLIa MOJIOZOM KpacaBUIeM, CHJIbHOU U
3[I0POBOM, Y KOTOPOM BO BCHO IIEKY HUTPAJl PyMsl-
Hell, IpeKpacHble Ijla3a KOTOPOM CBETHJIHCh
YMOM U ,06pPOTOIO...



dTa JKeHIUHA — IIOXOPOHEHHAas TOpJKe-
CTBEHHBIM 00pasoM, BCeMHU I103a0bITasd rpaduHs
JleBuep.

He coJsrasia IlerpoBHa. OHa )KUBa, €CJIH TOJIb-
KO MO>KHO Ha3BaTh KHU3HBIO ee TellepelllHee Cy-
IectBoBaHMe. OHa JKHUBa, XOTAd CMepPTh [JaBHO
6opeTcs ¢ ee KPeIIKOM, 3T0POBOM HaTypPOM: I106e-
Jla CMepPTH, MOXKeT OBITh, yoKe 6/IM3Ka, HO BCe Ke
ellle He COBEPIINUIACh.

CkoJIbKO pa3 HecuacTHasd rpaduHsa 3Baja
CMepTh; CKOJILKO pa3 MoJimia bora CKajauTbcs
HaJl HEel U MOoCJIaTh el ycrokoeHue. Ho Temepb
y>Ke IaBHO OHa IlepecTajla MOJMTBLCI U 3BaTh
CMepTh. /laBHO OHa IIPOBOAUT THU U HOUYM 6e3
MBICJIeH, 6e3 YyBCTB, 63 BCIKOT0 CO3HAHUS.

Peqiko IIpUXOAUT OHA B cebsi; TOr/a Bce CHOBA
IIPOSICHAETCS Iepes Hel, CHOBa OTYasiHUE OXBa-
ThIBaeT ee U OHa ObeTCd 0 KaMeHHBIe CTeHbI CBO-
el TeMHUIIbI, pbljaeT U IIPOKJIMHAaeT... Ho mpo-
KJIAThSI CKOPO CMOJIKalT, OHA JesiaeT Hajfl 06010
CTpalllHOe yCHUJIVe, HaUWHAaeT MOJIUThCA U He3a-
MeTHO, Cpe/il 3TOM MOJIUTBEI, HallaZlaeT Ha Hee
3a6bIThe. U OIISITH OHA XOJUT, He 3aMeydasi OKpPY-
’Karolllero, CafiuTCId WU JIOKUTCS U TOBOPHUT Ca-
Ma C co6010, a 0 UeM, TOTO He 3HaeT.



OHa 4YyBCTBYeT TOJIBKO X0JIO[ U rosof. Korma
el X0JIOZHO, OHa HaJleBaeT CBOIO IIIy0y; KOIJa Io-
JIOAHA, CIyIIaeT, YyTKO IIPUCIAYIIHUBAeTCd... U
BOT pasfarTcsd IIary, IJIyX0 II0BTOPSACH II0 KO-
puzmopaM... 6irKe, 6JIKDKe... IleJIKaeT 3aMOK, CO
CKPHIIOM OTBOpseTCA ABepb, BXOAUT IIeTpoBHa,
IIPUHOCUT eH muIy. OHa ecT »KafiHO U IIOCIIelll-
HO, a II0TOM, HaChITSACh, MJIN JIOJKUTCS U 3aChIIIa-
€T, MUJIM TOBOPHUT OIIATH caMa C CO00X0 U YK He 3a-
MeydaeT IIPUCYTCTBUA IIeTPOBHBI, He CIIBIIIUT ee
BOIIPOCOB, He IIOHUMAeT ee, He BUAUT, Kak IleT-
POBHA UHOMU pa3 IlepeMeHsieT GeJibe Ha ee KPOBa-
TH, KaK MHOH pa3 CBOMMH [IpPO’KaIllUMH, CTapye-
CKHMMU PYKaMH IIpHUYeChbIBaeT el TOJI0BY.

IIpu HacTyIJIeHUH oceHU [IeTpOBHA, B COIIPO-
BOXKIeHUH MOJIYaJIMBOIO U MPa4vyHOIO YesI0BeKa,
IIepeBOAUT I'padUHIO B pyroe Ioj3eMesbe, I7e
eCTb ITeYKa, KOTOPYIO 3TOT ’Ke Mpa4yHbIi, MOIYa-
JIUBBIX UesIOBeK 00s3aH TOIIUTE, YTOOBI IpadrHe
He OBLJIO X0J01HO. HO OH 4YacTo 3a0bIBAaeT CBOIO
00513aHHOCTB, U X0JIOJ, U CBIPOCTH HAaCKBO3b IIPO-
HU3BIBAIOT HECUACTHYIO, U OHa KyTaeTcs B CBOIO
ryoy.

IIpoXomdaT AHU U HOYH, HeJlesIH, MeCAIbl, TOf,
OPYyToM, TpeTUH, a rpaduHA BCe >KUBA, TOJIBKO



COBCEM BBICOXJIA, TOJIBKO COBCEM IIOTepPsijia CBOM
IIpe>XHUM 06pas. OHa — CKeJleT, OOTAHYTBIA KO-
JKeH, IIpHU3pakK, I0gBJeHHe KOTOPOIO CIIOCOOHO
HCIIyraTh CaMOTI0 Xpabporo yeyjoBeKa.

Ho ¥ cpesu 3TUX IlepeMeKarOIUXCS IIOPHI-
BOB OTYasgHUsA, 6e3yMHUs U 3a0BIThs, BCe )Ke HHOHU
pas MeJILKAIOT I TpaGUHU MUHYTEI U Jake 4a-
CBI cyacThs. CrydaeTcs, UTO II0 JOJITY CUIUT OHa
HEIIOABIDKHO Ha CBOeH TIPA3HOM KpOBAaTH,
ycTpeMJIeHHbIe BO MIJIy IJIa3a ee 0JIeCTdT, Ha CY-
XUX, YBAALIMX I'y6ax MeJbKaeT yyblOKa. OHa II0-
3abblyIa BeChb y»Kac CBOEro CyIleCTBOBAHUS, BCIHO
OesHaZeKHOCTb. OHa BCeIleJI0 IIepeHecaach B
IIPOIIUIOE M >KUBeT MM. HasdABy el CHATCS CBeT-
JIBle THH, e YyAHTCs, YTO IIPOIIJIOe CHOBA BEp-
HyJsIocb. OHa MO0JIOZA, 3J0POBa, CYACTIUBA, OKPY-
JKeHa pPOJHBIMH, OKpYy’KeHa IIyMOM M 6JIeCKOM
CTOJIMYHOM >KU3HH. EX CIIBIIIATCSI BeceJsble 3BY-
KH My3BIKH. Ilepe] Hexo MeJIbKalT HapsgHbIE
KaBaJIepel W JlaMbl, CO BCeX CTOPOH pasjaercd
T'yJI BeCeJIAIIeCs TOJIIEL.

BoT ckJIOHseTCs Iiepefi HEI0 MOJIOJOM Kpaca-
Bel], IIpUIJIallasg ee Ha TaHell. OHa IIPOTATUBaET
eMy PYKY, BBICTYIIaeT BIlepe/. Becesble 3ByKH, TO
3aMeJIAACh, YAAJILACh OyATO, TO BAPYT IIPUOJIU-



’KasiCh, 3aXBaTHIBAIOT €e U OHa Ipaljio3HO II0-
BepThIBaeTCI U BIIPaBO U BJIEBO, MAIlIMHAJIbLHO
BBIJIeJIbIBaeT XUTPHIe I1a U II0KJIOHBI MeHyJTa.

BoT Haj, caMbIM IIOYTH ee YXOM pasfiaeTcs Io-
Jioc... OHO 3a APYTHUM IIPSMO B CepAlLie el BJIU-
BalOTCAd JOPOTHe CJI0Ba, OT KOTOPBIX TaK SIPKO
BCIIBIXWBAKOT ee IleKU. M cepzle caafgKo 3aMU-
paetT. To cioBa Jr06BH, IIepBBHIE CJI0Ba JIIOOBH,
obelfaroiei elle HerU3BeJaHHOe CUaCThe.

Kak HeIoxo)XMM Ha BCeX OCTAJbHBIX Ka’KeT-
Cs1 el YeJIOBEK 3TOT, KaK OH BBIIIIe BCeX, BCeX YM-
Hee U Kpallle, U KaK OHa B Hero BepuT!..

OH CTaHOBUTCS ee KeHUXO0M, ee My>XeM. OHa
BCIIOMHHAaeT CBOe IIepBOe CYaCTJIMBOE BpeMd,
pPO’KIeHUe IIepBOro pebeHKa, BCIIOMHUHAeT BCE,
4TO OBLJIO [0 TOTO CaMOIO0 [JHS, KOrZa yrKacHas
NeMCTBUTEJIbHOCTh OTKpBLIACH Ilepe] Hew BO
BCeM CBoeM 0e3060pasuy; KOrZa He OCTaBaJOCh
y>Ke HUKaKUX COMHeHUM. Ho 0Ha He X04eT BCIIO-
MUHATh U IlepeKUBaTh CHOBA 3THUX CTPAIIHBIX
IHeM, BMeCTe C KOTOPBIMU VIIUJIU ee cYacThe, ee
MOJIOLOCTb. OHa TOHUT OT Ccebs HOBBIM, yrKac-
HBIM, OTBpPaTUTEJbHBIM 00pa3, KOTOPHIH 3aMme-
HUJI 0000 MUHJIOTO U JIIO6MMOro desioBeka. OHa
He X04YeT, 3HaTh ero. Ilepe Hel He OH, KAKUM



IIPUIILIOCH Y3HATH €T0 BIOC/IEICTBUM. .

U cuguT oHa, HecyacTHas, 3aKHUBO II0IrpebeH-
Hasd, U ee OjiefHbIe T'yObI IMIEUYT CJI0Ba JIIOOBH,
HEJKHO IIIeITYyT UM 3JI07iesl, ee II0IyOUBIIIETO.

Ho mpoxomdaT MHHYTHI OYapOBaHUsS, HCYe3a-
I0T, PacChIIalOTCA IPU3PAKU IIPOILLIOro... CBeT
CMeHsIeTCd TbMOI0... 'paduHs B3gparuBaeT BCceM
CBOUM MCCOXIIIMM TeJIOM U, II0CJe 3THX MUHYT
CYaCThs, ellfe y>KacHee CO3HAHHE J[eHCTBUTEJIb-
HOCTH, eIlle HeBBIHOCUMee 0e3BBIXOJHOE 0TYUas-
HUe...

«/leTu! neTU!» — CTOHET 0HAa, JIOMas PyKU.

BesyMue HauMHaeT 0/[0JIeBaTh €€ U CIIyThIBa-
€T eX MBICJIH.



XV

HecqaCTHaﬂ rpa¢uHs OYHYyJIaCh OT TSOHKEJIOIro
3a6bIThbgd. OHa OTKpHLIA IJlada U 6e3yyacTHO
B3IJIAHyJIa Ha IIPUBBIYHYIO, YK€ IaBHO IIepe-
CTaBIIYI0 yrKacaTb ee OOCTaHOBKY TEMHUIIDL.
CrabpI¥i CBeT, IPOHUKABIIUU B HeOOJIBIIIOE OT-
BepCTHe IOCPeJHu CBOAYATOr0 HU3KOIO II0TOJIKA,
U3BECTHUJI ee, UYTO TaM, B [laJIeKOM OT Hee MUPE, C
KOTOPBIM OHa IaBHO ¥ HaBeKHU I10Tepsijia BCIKYIO
CBs13b, KOHUMWJIACh HOUb, YTO TaM HAyaJICd [IeHb,
OBITH MOJKET, SICHBIM, COJTHEUHBIN neHb. Ho et
ObLIO BCe paBHO: HOUb JIH, I€Hb JIU.

OHa IIpUIIOAHSAIACHL CO CBOEM IIOCTesH, CIIy-
CTHJIa HA CTapbl¥, NBUILHBIA KOBEp HCXyAaJIble
HOT'W. E¥ cTayio X0JI0OHO, U OHA CHOBA yJIerJach,
3aKyThIBasACh B ofiesyio. OHa ObLia roJIofHa: ey
XOTeJIOCh IIUTh, TOJILKO OHAa BPSJ JIM CO3HaBasa
aTo.

l'yikye ImIard paspgajuch B OTHAJIEHHH, IIO-
TOM CTaJIu IIpUG/IIDKaThes. IIleJIKHYJI 3aMOK
IBepH, IBepb IIPUOTBOPUJIACh U Ha II0pOre IyIIl-
HOU KeJIbH II0Ka3asach QUIrypa CTapyxu.

I'pad¢uHa He mIeBesbHYJach. OHA 3HaJa, YTO
3T0 IleTpoBHa, KOTOpasg Ka’kioe yTPO IIPUHOCH-



Ja ey nuimy. HOrga oHa ysHaBajla ee, HHOIZA
HeT. [IpeXxne, Korga ysHaBasia, TO pazgoBajach ee
OSIBJIEHUI0, KHU/lajach el HaBCTpeuy, pacclipa-
IIMBaJIa ee O [eTAX; HO B IIOC/IefHee BpeMs, XOThb
W y3HaeT WHOM pas, HO YK He pagyeTcd, HU O
YyeM He paccrpairurBaeT. Y3HaeT [IeTpoBHY, a 0
IeTsIX 3a0y/leT, He 3HAeT, UTO 3/1eCh I10 OJIM30CTH
ee JleTH, YTO CTapyxXa, OBITH MOXKeT, BHJajla UX
HelaBHO. BCIIOMHUT IIpO JeTelf, HO He y3HaeT
CTapyXy, He BUIUT, UTO OHAa IIepef Helo, He CJILI-
IIIUT TOTO, YTO OHA TOBOPUT elf.

Ho KTO ’Ke 3TO CerofgHsl IIpUIIle]] BMeCTe C
IleTrpoBHOMI? BOT y ABEpH H3-3a CTAPYXHU BBIIJIS-
IObIBaeT Ipyrasd yejioBeyecKas Qurypa.

I'paduHg TpUNIOTHANIACh, CMOTPUT: >KEHIIU-
Ha MoOJIofas, KpacuBasl; HO C TaKUM OJielHbIM
JIMIIOM, KaK OyATO OHA He >KUBOM YeJIOBeK, a
npuBuzeHUe. TOJBKO IJ1a3a YepHEIe TaK U TOPAT,
TakK ¥ BOWINCH B Hee, B rpadUHIO.

E#1 ctanmo crpamrHo. OHa OTBepHYyJach, HO U
OTBEPHYBIINCL OHAa UYBCTBOBAJa 3TOT HEBLIHO-
CHUMBI, Y>KaCHBIN B3TJIAL.

U oHa B3rgHy/1a cHoBa. OHaA IIoiymala, uTo
omu6ach, 4YTO HUKOrO HeT c IleTpoBHOU. Ho
OyieHas SKeHIIMHA He Hc4Ye3aeT, a 0e33BYYHO



IIPUOJIMDKaeTCa K Hell.

I'pad¢uHa BCKOUMIIa C KpPOBaTHU U, II0UYeMY-TO
Ipo’kKa BCeM TeJIOM, OCTaHOBWJIACH Ilepefn GJief:-
HOU >KeHIITUHOM.

— Kt0 3T10? KTO 3TO? — I11€11Tas1a OHA.

W HeCcKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUM CTOSJIM OHH IPYT
repeq ApyroM, obe mopakeHHbIe, 06e IporKa-
mrue.

FaHHycg X0Tesia TOBOPUTH — U He Morya. OHa
TOJIBKO K30 BCeX CHJI HHCTUHKTHUBHO C[aBJIMBa-
Jla pyKaMU cep/ilie, KOTOPOe IIUOKO ¥ MyUYUTeJIb-
HO OMJIOCH B I'PyAH ee. HaKkoHell, OHa IIPOM3HEC-
Jia, e[Ba BEITOBapHUBas CJI0Ba, efBa BOpoyas sI3bl-
KOM, CTy4a 3ybamu:

— Kto BBI? Pasiyi bora He 06MaHBIBaliTe MeHH,
CKa’KHTe IIpaBay!..

I'paduHg paccibliiaia ee BOIIPOC, BOIIPOC, KO-
TOPBIM eIlle HUKTO HUKOIZIA He 3amaBasi ed. U
OHa IIOHSAJIA 3TOT BOIIPOC, K Hell BEpPHYJIOCH CO-
3HaHWe, ¥ OHa OTBeTHJIA:

— I —rpaduna /leBuep...

laHHycg cxXBaTH/Iach 3a TOJIOBY U IIOILIATHY-
JIach.

— IlokiasgsHUTeCh MHe Borom, 4To BBl €ro 3a-
KOHHas ’KeHa, )KeHa Muxauia /leBuepal..



— Taxk KTo0 ke 1 nHaye?! — M3yMJIEHHO CKa3a-
Jla rpaduHg. — 3adyeM BBl MeHs CIIpalluBaeTe?
UYero BaM OT MeHs HaJl0? 3aUeM BBl IIPHIILIH CHO-
ma?..

MrIcI ee CHOBa HAYMHAJKM CIIYTHIBATHCH.
OHa BepHyJIach K CBOeH KPOBAaTH, Cejla Ha Hee U
OITyCTHJIA TOJIOBY.

FaHHyCca c1abo0 BCKpUKHYyJa. [leTpoBHA IIO-
CIIeIlIrIa K Hel U IIIeITHyJIa:

— Martyuika, pagy CosmaTesss KPeIHch... O pe-
6eHouKe 1mogyMan!.. [Tocrienum, He TO Hac 3aCTa-
HYT, TOTZa BCe IIpoIrao!..

B 3Ty MUHYTY ’Kejle3Hasd ABepb, B KOTOPYIO
BOIIIA OHH, C IITYMOM pacIlaXHyJach U B TEMHH-
1y B6exxas1 [leBuep. OH 0CTaHOBUJICS Ha MIHOBe-
HHe, OIJIA/eJI BCeX U, He IIPOU3HOCI HU CJI0Ba, CO
BCEro pasMaxy, CBOMM CHJILHBIM KYJIAKOM, Y[a-
PpHII 110 ToJI0BE IIeTPpOBHY.

Ta THXOHBKO M KaK-TO CTPaHHO axHyJIa U II0-
BaJIMJIach Ha II0JL.

I'paduHda cuzjesa Ha KpoBaTH, 6€CCMBICIEHHO
IJIA7 TIepef; o600 ¥ HUYero He IIOHUMas.

FaHHyCca fa’ke He 3aMeTHJ/Ia, He BHJesIa KakK
rpa¢ ymapun IleTpoBHY, KaK Ta II0BAaJMUJIACK.
OHa BHue/1a TOJIBKO ero CTpallrHoe, MCKa*KeHHOoe



Jmro. OHa CTyIIH/Ia K HeMY U 3a[bIXasCh, YKa3bI-
Bas Ha IpaHHI0, IIPOrOBOPUIIA:

— IIpaBpa Iy, YTO OHa — >KeHa TBOA?

OH cTHCcHYJI 3yObl. OH X0TeJI 6BLJI0 OPOCUTHCS
Ha Hee, HO BJIPYT OCTAHOBHUJICH.

— IIpaBgal — KpUKHYJI OH.

—Ada..4..

— A TBI — MO4 JIFOO0BHUILA, KOTOpasg MHe Ha-
Joejla ¥ KOTOPYIO 3a LIIMHMOHCTBO S IIPOY4Yy KakK
cienyert!

l'aHHYyCAd KHMHYJIAach OBLIO K ABEPH, HO OH OT-
CTPaHHUI ee.

— Hasazg! — xKpukHy1 oH. — ThI IIPHIILIA IIO-
3HAKOMHTLCI C 3TOH JKEHIIHHOH... Hy, H IIpe-
KpacHO, ¥ 0CTaBamcs Telleps C Helo...

Bapyr oH 3amosryas. HecMoTpsa Ha CcBoe Ge-
LIIEHCTBO, HECMOTPS Ha II0JIYMpPaK, [[APUBIIHKI B
Ioj3eMeJibe, OH YBHUAJ, YTO ¢ ['aHHyCeMH /ies1aeT-
Cs1 UTO-TO CTPaHHOE: OJHOM PYKOH OHa [eprKa-
Jlacb 3a CepAlle, APYIYI IIPOCTHpasia BIIEpes,
OyZATO HIlla YTO-TO IIepes co601o0...

BoT oHa IIOKayHyJIaCb M CO BCEro pasMaxy
IPOXHYJIACh Ha IOJIL.

— IlycToe, oyHelllbcsa! — IIpoBopYas /leBuep,
BBIIIIeJI M3 TEMHHUIIBI ¥ C IPOKJIATHEM 3allep 3a



co00I0 IBEPh.



XV

o TanHyca He ouHyjgack. Korma uepes

HeCKOJIbKO YacoB, II0 IIpHKasy JeBHepa,
IBOe M3 CaMBbIX IIpeJJaHHBIX eMy pa3sbONMHUKOB
ero IIa¥KW BOLLIM B TeMHUIy, OHM HallUId B
Hel 6e3yMHyI0 IrpadUHIO, CHAEBIIYH Ha II0JIY
nepes ABYMs Oe3KHM3HeHHBIMH TejlaMU. IIpH
BXOZle UX I'pa¢uHA OTOLIIA OT TPYIIOB, JIeIyIa Ha
KpOBaTh U 3aKyTasIaCh Oflesi/IOM.

— CuactiiuBbeIe! — mIenTasa oHa. — MM Xo-
poio! IIpocuiia, IIPOCHIA... HE XOTAT MeHs B34Th
c coboro!..

IleTpoBHA He BBIHEC/A yjapa pacCBHpeIIeB-
mrero /leBuepa, 3TOT yAap IIPUIIesICA €M IIPIMO
II0 BUCKY U YJIO)KHJI Ha MeCTe APAXJIYI0 CTapyXy.
l'aHHYyCA He BbIHEC/Ia IIBITKU IIOC/IeIHUX JHeH, U
ee HaboJieBIllee cep/lle pasbUIOCh B Ty CaMyo
MUHYTY, KOTZIa ee HadaJl IIOKHUJaTh PasyM.

UYepes fBa AHA B BBICOKOM IIBIIIIHO CIIPaBJIA-
JIUCh TIOXOPOHBIL. Ha 3TOT pa3s chexaBIIHecs Co-
cel MOIJIM BHUJIETH JIMIIO IIOKOMHUIIEL. B sTOM
6JIefHOM CTpajfalb4yeCKOM JIHUIle TPYAHO OBLIO
y3HaTh KpacaBuIly ['aHHYCI0; HO BCe YK€ 3TO OBbl-
Jla OHa. JTO ee JUIMHHbIe YepHbIe PECHUIIBI OTTe-



HSJIM IIpO3payHble, OYATO BOCKOBBIE IIEKH, 3TO
€€ POCKOIIIHBIE BOJIOCHI UepPHEJIHMCh H3-II0J IIBe-
TOB M JIETKOI'O rasa...

— YMepJia! 4 3Ty yMOPHIIL... TaK TOMY U OBITH
CJIel0BaJIo!.. — IIemnTaJu B TOJIIE, OKPY KaBIIIeHn
rpob.

Ho xakuM-TO 06pasoM, HeH3BEeCTHO OTKY/a,
CKOpO II0 T'yOepHUU HavyaIHd PacIpOCTPaAHATHCA
CJIyXH, 4TO IlepBasd >KeHa Irpada >KHUBa, 4YTO OH
Jep>KUT ee IOJ 3aMKaMH, B IO/I3eMeJIbe, U UTO
AnHa I'puropbeBHa yMepJia OT OTOPYEeHH, Y3HaB
IIpOo 3TO. ['OBOPH/IH, HO HUKTO He PeIlaJiCd IIPO-
BEPUTH 3TUX CIyX0B. I'padp MHUXauI IO-IIpe’KHe-
My HaroHsI Ha BCeX CTpax, a caM HHUKOIO He 60-
siJICs.

OH mpofoJ/DKaJ CBOIO IPECTYIIHYIO, PasIyJIb-
HYIO0 KH3HBb U 4epe3 TpHU Iroja, B 1780 romy >ke-
HHJICS CHOBa, Ha Jo4epu Mauopa, Mapbke fKo-
BJIeBHEe PeBAKHMHOM.

Ham HemsBeCTHa >KHU3HBb U Cy[b0a 3TOH Tpe-
TheH JKeHEI ero, U3BeCTHO TOJILKO, UTO OT Hee Yy
Hero 6BIJI0 YeTBepO AieTed — ChIH U TPH J0YepH.
M3BeCTHO TakyKe, YTO M 3TOT Opak OBLI He3a-
KOHHBIM, TaK KaK BO BpeMsl ero COBepIIeHHA
HecyacTHad IrpaduHd BCe ellle TOMUIach B CBOeH



TeMHHUIle. CMepTh [[0JIT0 He IIPUXO0AuIa K Hell Ha
noMoIirs. OHa yMepJa TOJIBKO B CaMOM KOHIIe
1786 ropma.

Ee cMepTh orslacuiiach M TalHa II073eMeJIbs
OKOHYaTeJILHO IlepecTasa ObITh TaMHOU. Ho 06-
IIeCTBO He BO3BBHIIIAJIO T0OJIOCA, BJIACTU Oes3fei-
CTBOBaJIH, rpa¢ Muxami /leBhep ocTaBasiCd Ha
cBoOoOzie, IIpojo/pKast CBOU pa3bou. Bce aTu 06-
CTOSITeJIbCTBA BCILJIBLIN Ha II0BEPXHOCTDH TOJIBKO
yepes I0JITHe TOABI, KOIZla ero JeTH CTaN OTCTa-
UBaTh 3aKOHHOCTH CBOET0 POXKAEHUs B BUY JKa-
J100, TIOJAHHEIX B CeHaT U CUHO/, POACTBEHHUKA-
MU OTIIa UX.

Konery kapbepsl rpadpa Muxauia /leBuepa, I10
COXPaHUBIIIUMCS CBeJleHUsIM, HOCUT Ha cebe Ta-
KON ’Ke JIlereHJapHBIM XapakKTep, KaK M BCH
JKU3Hb ero. B nmocieguue roasl XVIII Bexka ¢ HUM
CIy4HUJIach HCTOPHSA, CX0’Kasg C HMCTOPHEHN ero
O6paTta Hwukosasg, TOJBKO IIOCJEACTBUS ObLIU
HUHEIe.

Kaxk-To pas o6ezmas 0H y 60raToro IoMeIuka,
JKHUBIIIETO BEPCT 3a CTO OT Bricokoro. OH IJIEHHUI-
Cs BEJIMKOJIEIIHOM cepeOGpsHOM IIOCYA0M, KOTO-
pyro ImofaBajiv 3a 06e10M U PeIInI BO UTO OBl TO
HU CTaJI0 3aBJafieTh e0. OH MOAKYIIMJI JABOpEL-



KOI0, KOTOPBIHA YKpas IJjid HEero 3Ty IIOCYRy U
SIBUJICA C HEeI0 B BrICOKoOe.

JleBuep obelllasl eMy JaThb «BOJIbHYIO», II0Ka-
3aB €r0 CBOMM KPeIIOCTHBIM, HO, KOHEYHO, He Ha-
MepeH OBLJI UCIIOJHUTE 3TOro. IIoJIyduB IIOCYAY,
OH IIOKeJIaJl U30aBUTHCSA OT OIIACHOIO CBHJETe-
Jg. OH yzepskaJ ero y cebs, obpalliasics ¢ HUM
JIACKOBO, OKa3bIBaJl eMy 3HAKHU /I0BepUs U, KOIza
HacTyImla 3uMa ¥ JlOH IOKPBUICA JIBIOM, Al
€My KaKoe-TO IIOpyYeHHe B Ye3IHBIHA TOPOJ,.

Mesxly TeM Kydepy ObLJIO IIPHKa3aHO [OPO-
rol0 yOUTH ero, a TPyl 6pPOCUTH B IIPOpyOb. Tak
BCe W COBEPIIUIOCH. HO TPYIl KaK-TO BBIILIBLI,
€ro BBITAIIMJIM, Y3HAJIH JBOPEIIKOro M B KapMa-
He ero IUIaThbgd HAIIM 3alllMTOe B KOXY CO6-
CTBEHHOPYYHOE ITUCbMO /leBHepa, B KOTOPOM OH
yroBapHBaJI €ro YKpacTh IIOCYAy M obelray 3a
9TO IIPHUCTAHMUIIIE, JeHBIH U «BOJIBHYIO».

OOBOpPOBaHHBIM IIOMEIIUK HMeJs OOJIbIIHe
CBA3U U peIIMICI BO3OYZUTH [eJo. JleBHepy
IIPUXOAMIIOCH IIJIOXO0: OH MOT KOHYUTH CCBIIIKOIO
B Cubupsb. Torga oH, He [0JITO AyMasi, IIOBTOPHUJI
KOMEeJIHIO, V2K pa3 eMy yAaBlyrocs. OH, KaK U OT-
HOCHTEJIbHO IIEpBOM >KeHBl CBOEM, PacIlyCTHI
BECTb O CBOEH CMEPTH, YCTPOUJI CBOU IIOXOPOHHEI,



a caM IIPeCIIOKOMHO IIPOJOJDKAJ JKUTh B BBICO-
KOM, IIe[pbIMU IIOfapKaMH obecrieunBas cebe
MoJIYaHUe U 6e3/leficTBHe MeCTHBIX BJIaCTe.

HecMOTps Ha CyIeCTBYIOIME NOKYMEHTHI U
CBHUJIeTeJIbCTBAa COBPEMEHHHKOB, Cpasy Aake He
BEPUTCS IOJO0OHBIM HCTOPHUAM, OTHOCAIIUMCSA K
HallleMy, CPaBHUTEeJIbLHO HeJJaBHEMY, IIPOIIIOMY.
[TopaxaloT He HW3Bepry, Bpoze /leBUepOB — Ta-
KHe HM3Bepru HauAyTcd Be3lle U BO BCe BpeMe-
Ha — II0pa’kaeT COCTOgHUEe 0011ecTBa, IIPU KOTO-
POM MOTYT 3aBeJJOMO, OTKPBITO OCTaBaThCS 6e3-
HaKa3aHHBIMHU CaMble CTpallHble 3JI0[lesTHUs, U
He 3Haelllb, KTO OTBpaTHUTeJbHee: 6e3HaKa3aH-
HBIN JIM U3BepPI, UIH 00IeCTBO, KOTOPOE €ro II0-
KpBIBAJIO U JleprKaJlo B Cpejie CBOEM M3-3a CaMBbIX
II030PHBIX II00YKIeHUH.

Ho 3ayeM 1opa’kaThbCsl 3STUMH OBLIIMHU Hallle-
ro npouwioro?! CTOUT TOJBKO IIOIPHCTaJIbHee
IOTJIIZIeTh BOKPYT cebs, YTOOBI SICHO YBU[ETh,
4TO 06II[eCTBO pasBUBAETCA U YIydlllaeTcs Kpai-
He MeJlJIEHHO, YTO I10f] HOBOM BBUIOILIEHHOM 060-
JIOUKOM CKpBIBAeTCs Ta J>Ke IIpecTylHas CJla-
60CTb, Te >Ke II030PHble HHCTUHKTHI.

1883 e.



	 I
	 II
	 III
	 IV
	 V
	 VI
	 VII
	 VIII
	 IX
	 X
	 XI
	 XII
	 XIII
	 XIV
	 XV

