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peKy, B apeMydeM JIeCy, B OJUH IIpeKpac-

HBIM 3UMHUM JleHb OCTAaHOBWJIACh TOJIIIA MY-
>KHKOB, IPUEXaBIIINX Ha caHAX. IIogpaauuK 060-
111eJI BeCh Y4aCTOK U CKa3aJl:

— Bot 3mech pybuTe, 6paTibl... EXbHUK OTJ/INY-
HBIH. JIeT 110 CTYy Ka)K[[OMY JilepeByY OY/IeT...

OH B35LI TOIIOP U IIOCTy4aJl 06yXOM II0 CTBOJIY
O/rpKaminel enu. BeJMKoJIeIIHOe IepeBO TOYHO
3aCTOHAJIO, a C MOXHATBIX 3eJIeHBLIX BeTBeH I0oKa-
TWINCh KOMbS IIYIIMCTOTO CHera. I'7je-To B Bep-
IIIUHe MeJIbKHYJIa 6ejiKa, ¢ JIF0OOIIBLITCTBOM TJIS-
JleBIlIasi Ha HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIX TOCTeM; a TPOMKOe
9X0 IPOKATHUJIOCH II0 BCEMY JIeCy, TOUHO pa3oM



3arOBOPHJIM BCe 3TH 3eJIeHble BeJIMKAHBI, 3aHe-
CEHHBIEe CHEroM. JXO 3aMepJIO [JAaJIeKHUM IIIeII0-
TOM, OYATO [epeBbsl CIIpAlllMBaIXd [APYyT Apyra:
KTO 3TO IIpHexaa? 3aueM?..

—Hy, a BOT aTa cTapyllKa HHUKyJa He TOJUT-
... — IIPHUOaBUI IOAPSIAUYUK, IIOCTyKHBas 00Y-
XOM CTOSAIIYIO eJIb C TPOMAaZHBIM AyIUIOM. — OHa
HaIll0JI0BUHY I'HUJIAA.

— JU THI, HeBeXKa, — KPUKHYJIa cBepXxy beska. —
Kak TBI cMeelllb cTy4uaTh B MO foM? ThI IIpHe-
XaJI TOJIBKO ceiyac, a s1 IIPOXKUJIa B AyILIe 3TOH
CaMOM eJIH I1eJIbIX IIATH JIeT.

OHa IesKHyJa 3y6aMH, pacIlyllnaa XBOCT U
TaK 3alluIllesa, 4YTo [Ja’ke CaMOM Cies1ajloch
CTPAIIHO. A HeBeXKa-IOAPSAJUUK He 06paTUI Ha
Hee HUKAKOIO BHUMaHUA U IIPOJOJDKAJ yKa3bl-
BaTh pabouuM, Ifie CIef0BajI0 HayaThb IOPYOKY,
Ky/ia CKJIaZbIBaTh POBA M XBOPOCT.

YTo 6BLIO IIOTOM, TPYAHO Ja’ke paccKasaTb.
Hukakoe Iepo He OITHUIIIET TOI'O y»Kaca, KOTOPBIA
COBEpIIMJICI B KaKHUX-HUOYAb ABe Hegmenu. CTo
JIET POC 3TOT JPEMYYHH eJILHHUK, U er0 He CTaIo
B HECKOJIbKO JHeH. JIrofu pyouaId IpoMajHble
ZlepeBbs U He 3aMevalld, KaK U3 CBeKHUX PaH Co-
UMJIMCH CJIe3bl: OHU IIPUHUMAaJIN UX 3a 0OBIKHO-



BEHHYI0 CMOoJIy. HeT, fepeBbs IJIaKaId 6€3MOJIB-
HBIMU CJIe3aMH, KaK JIIOAY, KOTJa UX IIPHUAaBUT
CJIUIIIKOM 60JIBIIIOe Trope. A ¢ KAKUM CTOHOM IIa-
JaIy rtofpybJieHHEbIe lepeBbs, KaK »KaJl00HO OHU
Tpelnanu!.. HeKoTopele ga’ke COIIPOTHUBJISJIHCE,
He >KeJias II0/1aBaThCs HUYTO)KHOMY UYeJIOBeKY:
OHU XBaTaJIUCh BETBAMU 3a COCEJHUE JepeBbs
BO BpeMsl CBOero ItafieHus. Ho Bce 610 HaIIpac-
HO: U CJIe3bl, ¥ CTOHBI, U COIIPOTUBJIEHUE. THICS-
UM JlepeBbeB Jle)KaJd MepTBBIMU, KaK Ha I10JIe
Cpa’keHUs, a TOIIOpP BCe IIPOZ0JDKal CBOe [eJo.
JlepeBbsA-TPYIIbl OYUIAINCE OT XBOH, 3aTEM OIO-
JIeHHBbIe CTBOJIBI pas3pybajuch Ha paBHbIE YaCTH
U CKJIaJbIBAJIUCh IIPAaBHJIBHBIMU psAflaMU B IIO-
JIEHHUIIBI ApoB. /la, caMble OOBIKHOBEHHBIE IIO-
JIEHHUIIbI, KOTOpPble MBIl MOJKEM BUJIETH Be3Je,
HO He BCer/ia ;yMaeM, CKOJIbKO )KUBBIX JlepeBbeB
U3pyOJIeHO B TaKyI0 IIOJIEHHUITY U CKOJILKO HYX-
HO OBLIO JOJITUX-TOJITUX JIET, YTOOLI TaKUe Jiepe-
BbS1 BEIPOCJIH.

Viestesia ofHa crapas ejb C AYILJIOM, B KOTO-
poM xuia crapasd Benka c cBoed ceMbel. Ilof
3TOM eJyibI0 paboume yCTpPOMJIU cebe OasiaraH U
crasyd B HeM. Ilesible THU Iiepef, 6ajaraHOM TO-
pesl TPOMaAHBIA KOCTEp, JIM3aBIIHKN IITHPOKHUM,



OTHEHHBIM SI3bIKOM HIDKHHE BeTKHU Pa3BeCHCTO-
ro JepeBa. 3ejieHas XBOs [eJjajlack KpacHOM,
TJIesIa, @ II0TOM OCTaBaJIMCh OJHU OOropeBIIIHe
Cyudbsi, TOIIOPIIMBIIHeECS, KaK IaJbIlpl. CTapas
BeJjika Obly1a BO3MYIIleHa /10 IJIyOHMHBI AYIITHA 9TUM
BapBapCTBOM M I'POMKO T'OBOPHJIA:

- l711 yero Bce 3TO chaesaHo?.. KoMy Merraa
Kpacaser Jjiec? IIporuBHBIe Jronu! HapouHo
IIpUAYMaJIu JKejle3Hble TOIIOPBI, YTOOBI PYOUTH
HUMHU JlepeBbs... KOMy 3TO HY>KHO, YTOOBI BMECTO
JKHBOT0, 3€JICHOTO Jleca CTOSIM KaKue-TO 6e300-
pasHble II0JIEHHUIIBI? He IIpaBia JIM, CTapyIlKa
Eib?

-4l HU4Yero He 3Hal0 M HUYero He IIOHUMaAIo, —
IpycTHO oTBeTHJ/a Ejb, B3fiparuBasd OT yrKaca.—
Moe rope HaCTOJIEKO BeJIMKO, UTO s He MOIY Ja-
JKe IoAyMaTh O CJIy4HBIIeMcd... Jlydille ObLIO
IIOTUOHYTh ¥ MHe BMecCTe C APYTHMH, YTOOBI He
BHJIeTH BCEr0, YTO IIPOMCXOUJIO Y MEHs Ha IJIa-
3aX. Begb Bce aTu cpy6/ieHHBIE [lepeBbd— MOH
neTd. S1 pajoBaJsiach, KOTZa OHU OBLIM MOJIO/bBI-
MH JlepeBIlaMH, paZioBaJjachk, IJIAsd, KaK OHH Be-
CeJIO POCJIH, KPeIUIA U IIOJHHUMAaJIUCh K CaMOMY
HeOy. HeT, 3T0 y>XacHO... S He MOTy HU TOBOPUTH,
HU pyMmathb!l.. KoHeuHO, Kakmoe [epeBO KO-



Ia-HUOyIb TOJDKHO IIOTUOHYTH OT COOCTBEHHOM
CTapOCTH; HO 9TO COBCEM HE TO, KOTZa BUAUIIb
CpyOJIEHHBIMU THICIUM [[epeBbEB B paciBeTe
CHJL, MOJIOIOCTHU U KPacCOTBHL.

JIrogu, cpyOoUBIIIHE [lepeBbs, II0OUTU COBCEM He
TOBOPHWJIX O HUX, TOUHO BCe TaK ObLI0, KaK J0JDK-
HO 0bITh. OHU 3a60THJIMCH TEIEPhb O TOM, KaK Obl
IIOCKOpee BBIBE3TH 3aroTOBJIEHHBIE [pOBa U
yexaTb caMUM. MoOKeT OBITh, UX My4YmHJja Co-
BECTh, & MOXKET OBITh, UM HAaJI0eJI0 KUTH B JIe-
Cy, — BepHee, KOHeYHO, II0C/IeTHee.

K HuM Ha moMolb SBUJINCH JApyrue. OHU B
HECKOJIbKO [HEeU CJIOKWIU IIPUTOTOBJIEHHEIE
IpoBa Ha BO3a U yBe3JIM, OCTaBUB OJHU ITHU U
Ky4M 3eJIeHOr0 XBOPOCTa. Bca 3emuis ObLIa yCbI-
I1aHa IIellKaMU U COPOM, TaK UTO 3UMHEMY BeT-
Py CTOMJIO OOJIBIINMX XJIOIIOT 3acChIIlaTh 3Ty Oes-
00pasHyl KapTUHY CBEXHUM, IIYIIUCTHIM CHe-
TOM.

-I'me >Xe cHIpaBe[JIMBOCTh? — >KajI0oBaJacCh
Betpy crapasg Ejab.— UYTO MBI cAesajld 3THUM
3JIBIM JIFOZISIM C >KeJIe3HBIMU TOIIOpaMU?

— OHU COBCeM He 3JIble, 3TH JIIOAH, — OTBETHUI
Betep. — A IIpoCTO THI MHOIOTO He 3HAaeIlb, UTO
JleJlaeTcsI Ha CBeTe.



- KoHeUHO, g CHXKY /IoMa, He IaTalch Be3e,
KakK TbI, — yTPIOMO 3aMeTwIa Ejb, HeoBOIbHAS
3aMeyaHHUeM CBOEr0 CTapOro 3HaKoMoro. — /a 1 1
He >KeJlal0 3HaTh BCeX HeCIIpPaBeTHBOCTEH, Ka-
KUe JieJIaloTcst. MHe I0BOJIBHO CBOET0 JIOMAIITHe-
TO JeJa.

— Tw1, BeTep, MHOTO XBacTaellbCs, — 3aMeTHJIA



B CBOI ouepenb crapas beiska.— UTo JKe TBHI MO-
JKeIllb 3HATh, KOTAa JOJDKEH IIOCTOSHHO JIeTeThb
CJIOMs T0JIOBY Bce BIlepef? IIoTOM, THI JeJiaellb
4acTo OOJIbIIINMe HeNpPUATHOCTH U MHe U Jiepe-
BbSIM: HAaTOHUIIIb X0JIOZY, CHETY...

— A KTO JIeTOM TOHUT K BaM J0’K[eBble 006JIa-
Ka? Krto BecHOW o6cymuT 3emutro? Kro?.. Her,
MHe HeKOI7la C BaMHU pasroBapuUBaTh! — ellle 60-
Jiee XBacCT/JIUBO OTBeTHJ Berep u yieres. — IIpo-
IIauTe IIoKa...

— Camoxsaj!.. - 3ameTHIa Beieq eMy beska.

C BeTpoM y Jeca BeyIMCh WCKOHU HEIIPUAT-
Hble CYeThl IJIaBHBIM 006pasoM 3MMOM, KOrja OH
IPUHOCUJI CTPAIIHBLIN CeBepHBIM X0JI0 U CYXOW,
KaK TOJIYeHOe CTeKJIO, CHer. /[epeBbsl K CeBepy
IIOBEPTHIBAJIUCHL CIIMHOM M TAHYJIUCH CBOMMU
BeTBIMM Ha IOT, OTKyZa BesIOo 0JarofaTHBIM
TeIuIoOM. Ho B I'yCcTOM Jiecy, Ifie JepeBbs 3allly-
I1aJIA APYT Ipyra, BeTrep MOr MOPO3UTH TOJIBKO
OJIHU BEPIIUHE], a Tellepb OH CBOOOJHO T'YJISII I10
BBIPYOJIEHHOMY MeECTY, TOYHO XO3SHUH, U 3TO
IIPUBOAMJIO CcTapyio Ejb B CIpaBeIMBOEe HETO-
l0BaHUe, KaK U beJiKy...



HaCTYHI/IJIa BeCcHA. [U1y60KUI CHEr TOYHO IIPU-
ces, IIOTeEMHeJI M Hadal TasdTb. OCO6eHHO
CKOpO 3TO CJIYYMJIOCH Ha HOBOMU IIOPYyOH, I7ie Be-
CeHHee COJIHIIe IIPUIIEKaJI0 TaK ropsa4o. B rycrom
Jiecy, 06CTyIIaBIlIeM IIOPYOb CO BCEX CTOPOH, CHET
ellle OCTaBaJICd, a Ha IIOPYyOM yrKe BBICTYIIAIH
IIpOTaJIMHBI, CHEroBas Bojia cberaja pydybsiMU K
OSHOMY MECTY, IZie II0J TOJICTBIM JIBIOM CIIajia
3UMHUM CHOM Peuka besrIMsIHKA.

—Yto BBl MeHA OyAuTe paHbllle BpeMeHU? —
BOpyasia OHa.— BoT cHer B Jjiecy cTaeT, U 4
IIPOCHYCE.

Ho ee Bce-Taku pas3byguau  paHbIIIe.
[IpocHYBIINCH, peKa He y3Hajla CBOUX Oeperos;
Be3Jie ObLJIO T'0JI0 ¥ TOpYaIu OGHU ITHHU.

—YTO TaKoe CIyYUIOChH? — YOUBJIsLIACSI Peuka,
obOpalasach K OAMHOKO CTOSBIIEN cTapoy Eiwu. —
Kyna meBasicsa jiec?

Crapasa Eib co ciesaMu pacckasasa CTapou
IIpUATEJbHUIle 000 BCEM CAYYUBIIEMCSI U [OJITO
’KasioBaJsiach Ha CBOIO Cy/b0Y.

—YTo0 Xe 4 Tellepb OyAy AesaTh? — CIIpalllBa-
Ja Peuka. — PaHblIre Jiec 3aiep>KuUBaJjl BJary, a Te-



Iepb Bce BBHICOXHET... He OyzieT Biary, — He OyzeT
M JIECHBIX KJIIOUHMKOB C XOJIOZHOM BOZOM. BOT ro-
pel.. YeM g 6yny IIOUTH IIPUOPEKHYIO TPaBy, KY-
CTHI U IepeBbd? fI caMa BBICOXHY C IOp4...

A BeceHHee COJIHIIe IIPOJOJDKAJIO HarpeBaThb
3eMUIr0. JIOXHYJI TeIJIOM IIePBLIM BeCeHHUH BeTe-
POK, IIPHJIETEBIIUN C TeIuloro Mops. Habyxim
II0YKHU Ha Oepesax, a MOXHATble BEeTBU eJIeH IIO-
KPBUIUCh MATKHUMH, CBETJIBIMH IIOYKaMH. IJTO
OBLIM MOJIOZIbIe IT06eTH HOBOM XBOH, BBITJITHYB-
IIMe 3eJIeHBIMH IJIasKaMH. Uepes3 MOKpBIMH, IIO-
YepHEBIIUY CHEr, TOYHO U3beJeHHBIN YepPBsIMUY,
IIPOOHJICS CBOEM »KeJITOM I0JIOBKOH ITepBblIii I10f-
CHE)KHUK M BecesJI0 KPHUKHYJI TOHEHBKHM TI'0JIOC-
KOM:

—Bot u 4, 6paTtnel!.. [Io3gpaBIItio ¢ BECHOM!

[Ipeskze B OTBET ceMyac ke CJIBIIIAJICSI Bece-
JIBIF IIIEIIOT eJIed, KUBAaBIIHUX CBOMMH BEeTBIMH
II€pBOMY BeCeHHeMY I'OCTIO, a Tellephb BCe MOJIYa-
JIO KPYIoM, TakK, 4To IIoACHEeKHUK OBII HEIIPUIT-
HO y/AUBJIEH TaKUM HeJpY KeJIHO0HBIM IIPHEeMOM.
Korpa pasBepHy/ach IIBeTOYHas ITouka U IIof-
CHEKHUK IVITHYJI KPYIOM JKeJITBIM IJIa3KOM, OH
axXHyJI OT M3YMJIEHHs: BMECTO 3HaKOMBIX [iepe-
BbEB TOPYAa/IHU OJHH IIHH; Be3/le Ba/ILINCh Ky4Hd



XBOPOCTa, IIlell U Cy4ybeB. KapTHHAa IIpefcTaBiIs-
JIaCh 0 TOTO IlevajbHad, YTo [I0OACHEXKHUK Jarke
3aIrIaKaJsl.

—Ecau GBI 9 3HAJI, TO JIydlile OCTaJICI GBI CH-
IeTh IION 3eMJIeii, — ITeyajbHO IIPOTOBOPUJI OH,
IIOBEpPTHIBAsACHL HA CBOEM MOXHATOM HOXKe. — OT
Jleca 0CTaJIOCh OJHO KJIaJIOHIIIE.

Crapyiuka Ejb OIIITH pacckasajia IIpo CBOe
CTpalllHoe rope, a besika mogTBepamiIa ee cjaIoBa.
[Ja, 3uMOo IIpuexasy JIOLU C KeJIe3HBIMU TOIIO-
paMu U CpyOMJIN THICSIYHU JepeBLEB, a IIOTOM H3-
pesaJiy ux Ha [poBa U yBe3JIH.

He ycries1 3TOT pasroBop KOHYUTLCS, KaK II0-
KasaJNCh IIEPUCThIE JIKNCThS ITAallOPOTHUKOB. B
TYCTOM JIpeMyuYeM Jiecy TpaBa He pacTeT, a MOX
U IIAIIOPOTHUK, — OHU JIFOOAT U IIOJYCBET U Chbl-
pocTh. VX yauBieHUe OBLIO0 ellle 60JIbIIIe.

—-Yrto xke? HaM HHUero He OCTaeTcd, KakK
TOJBKO YUTHU OTCIO[a, — CYPOBO IIPOTOBOPUII Ca-
MBI 60/1bIIIOM IIalIOPOTHUK. — MBI He IIPUBBIK-
JIU )KapUThCI Ha COJIHIIE...

— W yxonmuTe...— BeceJI0 OTBETHJIA 3eJleHas
TpaBka, BBIOMBIIAACA OTKYJA-TO H3-IIOJ CcoOpa
He)XHBIMU YCUKaMHU.

—A TBI OTKyZa B3sUIaCh? — CYPOBO CIIPOCHJIA



crapas Ejb He3BaHYIO I'OCTBHIO. — Pa3Be TBoe Me-
cTo 37ech? CTymal Ha Geper peKH, K caMOU BO-
Ie...

Becesio sacMestyiach 3ejieHass TpaBkKa Ha 3TO
BOpuYaHbe. 3aueM OHa IIOHMIET, KOIa el U 37ech
Xopo1ro? ZJoBOJILHO U CBETa, ¥ 3eMJIH, ¥ BO3/yXa.
HeTt, 0Ha oCcTaHeTCs UMEHHO 3/1eCh, Ha 3TOM JKUP-
HOU 3emJle, 00pa30BaBIIIENCA U3 IleperHUBIIIeN
XBOM, MOXa U CY4YbeB.

—Kak g momasa cropa? BOT CTpaHHBIN BO-
npoc! — yauisisiack TpaBKa, yabl0asCh. — S IIpH-
exasia, KaKk Ba)kHas 6apbIHd... MeHs IIpUBe3IHd
BMeCTe C CeHOM, KOTOpOe eJIy JIOIIAJH: CeHO-TO
OHH CBeJIH, a 1 ocTajack. HeT, MHe pelIuTe/J IbHO
3[leCb HPaBUTCA... BBI JO/DKHBI paZoBaThCs, UTO
s1 IIOKPOI0 BCe 3eJIeHbIM, U3YMPYIHBEIM KOBPOM.

—BoT ato Muio! - 3amernia besika, cayIas-
11as pasrosop. — IIpuiiia HeU3BECTHO OTKY/AA, Ja
ellfe pasroBapuBaeT... A BIIpo4yeM, UTO Ke, IIyCTh
pacTeT I0Ka, 0CO6EHHO eCIH CyMeeT 3aKphITh
BCe 3TH IIeIbl U COp, OCTaBJIEHHEBIE TPOBOCEKA-
MH.

-5 HUKOMY He IIOMeIllalo, — yBepsijla TpaB-
Ka.— MHe Hy>KHO TaK HEMHOTIO MecTa... CaMHU 0y-
JleTe IIOTOM XBaJ/IUTh. A BOT BbI JIy4llle 06paTUTe



BHHMAaHHe BOH Ha Te 3eJIeHble JIMCTOYKH, KOTO-
pble IIPOOGMBAIOTCA M3-IIOJ, IIjell: 3TO ocrHa. OHa
BMeCTe CO MHOM IIpHexasia B CeHe, U MHe BCIO J[0-
pory 6muIO0 ropbko. Ilo-MoeMy, OCHHa - caMoe
IJIyIIOe ZlepeBO: KPeIloCTH B HeM HUKAaKOMH, Jake
IpoBa H3 Hee caMble IIOXHe, a paspacraercd
TakK, 4YTO BCeX BbDKUBAeET.

— Hy, 3T0 Y’k 43 pyK BOH! — 3aBopuaJsia crapas
Ejb. — [10/107KMM, CTapbli eJIbHUK BBIPYOJIEH, HO
Ha €ero MecCTe BBIPACTyT MOJIOAbIE €JIOUKH...
3[ech Hallle CTapUHHOE MeCTO, U MBI €T0 HUKOMY
He YCTYIIUM.

— Korza elrfe TBOM €/JI0YKH BEIPACTYT, & OCHH-
HUK TaK paspacTeTcs, YTO BCe 3aAYIIUT, — 00BIC-
Huia besika.- S aT0 BHesia Ha IOPYIHUX IIOPY-
6sx... OcrHa Bcerja saHUMaJla Yy KHe MecTa, KO-
I7la X03seBa yHUAYT... M BeIpacTaeT OHa CKOpO, U
HeIIPUXOTJIMBA, a ¥ JKUBET HeJoJro. IlycToe fe-
PeBO, BEUHO YTO-TO 60pMOYeT, a UTO — U He pas-
Oepelb. /la U MHe OT Hero II0)KUBBI HUKAKOM.

B omHYy BeCHy Ha CBeXeMd IIOpPYOH SBUJINCH
ellfe HOBBIE I'OCTH, KOTOPHIE M CaMH He yYMeJH
O00BSICHUTDh, OTKYJa SIBUINUCH Clofa. TyT 6bUIN U
MOJIOZIble PSIOMHKH, U UyepeMyxa, 1 MaJIUHHUKY,
U OJIbXH, U KYCTHl CMOPOZMHEL, U BepOa; BCe 3TH



IIOPO/IbI YKAaJIUCh IJIaBHBIM 06pasoM K peKe, OT-
TeCHSII OffHa IPYIYI0, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh MeCTeu-
Ko mosyuriie. CCOPHUIINCHL OHU Y>KaCHO, TaK YTO
crapas Enb cMoTpesia Ha HUX, KaK Ha pa3s6boiHU-
KOB WJIH MeJIKUX BOPHIIIEK, KOTOpble HUKaK He
MOIJIM pPasfeUTh IIOMAaBIIYIOCA B PYKH JIAKO-
MYIO0 I00BIUY.

-9, IyCTh UX,— YyCIIOKauWBaja ee beJka.-
ITycTh ccopsATcd U BRITOHAIOT APYT Apyra. Hy>KHO
OJI0XKJaTh, CTapylika. ToJabKO OBl ITOOOJIBIIE
YPOJAMJIOCH IIIUIIEK, @ U3 IITUIIIEK BhINIAJIET CeMs
U HApOZJATCA MaJleHbKUE eJIOUKH.

-V Tebs TOJILKO M 3a060THI, UTO O IITHMIKax! —
yKkopwiaa Ejab JIyKaBYH JIaKOMKY.- Bcgkowmy,
BH/IHO, /10 Ceb4...

ITopy6pb 3apociia BCA B OJHY BeCHy U HOBOH
TPaBOM, U HOBBIMHU JIpeBECHBIMU II0POJaMH, TaK
4TO O CYMPAUYHBIX ITAIIOPOTHUKAX He ObLIO 3/1eCh
U IIOMUHY. B 3eJ1eHOM, COUHOI TpaBe IIeCTPeIu U
¢roIeTOBBIE KOJIOKOJIBYMKY, U I10JIeBas po30Bas
IBO3[IUKA, U royyOble He3a0yIKY, U JIaHBIIIH, U
¢uasKy, U naxydyui 1majaden, 1 po3oBble CTPeJI-
KU UBaH-yasd. HelaBHASA CMePTh CMEHUJAcCh sp-
KOM >KU3HBI MOJIOLOM IIOPOCJIH; a B Hel 3a4u-
pHKaJja, 3aCBHCTeJIa U pacchlliaach BeCeybIMH



TpeJIIMU pasHasg MeJIKasg IITHYKa, KOTopas He
JIFOOUT IJIYXOTO Jieca ¥ JeP KUTCA 110 OIIyIIKaM U
MeJIKHM 3apocysaM. IIpUKOBBIISAI B CBOUX BaJIeH-
KaX M KOCOM 3aMKa: IIUIIHYJ OLHY TPaBKY, IIO-
IIpo6oBaJl JPYTIYIO, IIOIPBI3 TPETHIO U BeCeJsIo CKa-
3aJ beske:

—JTO IOBKyCHee Oy[eT TBOMUX IIHIIEK... II0-
pobyit-kal..



C TeX IOpP KaK BBIPYOMJIU JieC Y PeKH, IPOIILIO0
y>Ke HeCKOJIbKO JIeT, U IIOpyOb CeJsajach
Hey3HaBaeMOU. C BepIIIMHBI cTapod Eau BUHe-
JIOCh TOYHO CIUIOIIIHOE 3eJjIeHOe 03ep0, pasJIvB-
I1Ieecsl B paMe TeMHOTO eJIbHHUKa, 00CTYIIMBIIIETO
IIopy6b CO BCeX CTOPOH 3y6uaTOM CTeHOMU. Cra-
pas Beska, ObIBIlIasg CBUeTeJbHUIIEN IIOPYOKHY,
ycIleJla B 3TO BpeMsl yMepeTh, OCTaBUB I[eJioe
THE3/I0 MOJIOJIEHbKHUX 0eJI0ueK, Pe3BUBIIHUXCI U
IIPBITaBIINX B MOXHATOU 3ejleHU cTapoi Enu.

—IlocMoTpHUTe-Ka, YTO TaM [ieJIaeTcsl, Ha pe-
Ke,— IIpocwja CcTapyllika Ejab CBOMX G6G0MKHX
KBapTUPaHTOK. — MeHs y>KaCHO 3TO 6eCIIOKOMUT...
Ka’keTcs, TOBOJILHO 371eCh HabpasoCh BCAKUX Jie-
peBbEB, a UAYT BCe HOBBIE... HacuibHO Je3yT
BIIepe], IIPOAUPAIOTCS, AyLIAT APYT APyra, — 3TO
MeHd yauBiieT! MHe, HaKOHeIl, HaJ[0eJIH 3Ta CY-
MaToXa U IIOCTOSSHHBIe pasfopkl... IIpexxkze ObLI0
TaK TUXO0 U YUHHO, KaK/0e JIepeB0 3HAJI0 CBOe
MeCTO, a Tellepb TOYHO C yMa BCe COILILIH...

BeJIouku mphITajy K peKe W ceryac jke IpU-
HOCHJIU HeBeCeJIbIi OTBET:

—Il1oxo, 6abyiika Ejb... IIo peke BBepX IIOJ-



HHUMAarOTCsI HOBEIE TPaBBI U IIBETHI, HOBEIE KY-
CTapHUKH, U BCe 3TO CTPEMUTCS Ha II0PyOb, UTO-
Obl 3aXBaTUTh XOTh KaKOU-HUOY/Ib KYCOK 3eMJIH.

-9, IIyCTh UAYT: MHe Tellepb BCe PaBHO, — IIe-
YaJbHO Illernrasaa crapymka Eias. — MHe ¥ J)KUTh
0CTaJIOCH HE0JII0.

BpeMs B Jrecy IIJIO CKOpee, YeM B ropojiax, e
JKUBYT JIIOAU. [lepeBbs CUUTAIU €0 He TolaMH, a
IecaTKaMH JieT. IIpoMCXOAHIIO 3TO, BEPOSATHO, IIO-
TOMY, YTO [epeBbs >KHUBYT ropasfo [OJILIIE JIIO-
Ieil ¥ pacTyT MejyieHHee. C IPYyroM CTOPOHEI, CY-
I1eCTBOBaJIU OLHOJIETHHE PACTeHUs, I KOTO-
PBIX BeChb KPYT >KM3HHU COBEPIIAJICI B OJHO JIe-
TO, — OHU POJUJINCH BECHOM U YMUPAIHU OCEHBIO.
KycTapHUKH KUIM [ecATh-ABALIATEL JIeT, a IIO-
TOM HAYWHAaJIU XUPeTh, TEPSJIU JIUCTHSI U II0CTe-
IIeHHO 3acbIXasy. JIMCTBEHHEIE [epeBbs KUIU
ellfe JoJIbIIe, HO /10 CTa JIET BEIKUBAJIN OJHH JIU-
IIbI U 6epesbl, & OCUHBI, YepeMyXHU U PsIOHUHBI I10-
rubanu, He NO’KUB U IIOJIOBHUHBI. C JIMCTBEHHBI-
MH [[epeBbsIMHU IIPHUIIIIN U CBOU TPABEL, U IIBETEHI,
U KyCTapHUKH — 3Ta Becesiasd 3ejieHasd CBUTA, KO-
TOpas He BCTpedaeTcs B IVIYXUX XBOMHBIX Jlecax,
rIe HeLoCTaeT COJIHIIA M BO3AyXa U Ifle MOIYT
KUTH OSHU ITalIOPOTHUKU, MXU U JIUIIaTHUKU.



[71aBHBIMU [TEUCTBYIOIUMU JIUITAMU Ha II0-
pyou ABJINCH Telleph peKa besbIMsAHKa U Be-
Tep, — OHU BMeCTe HeCJIM CBe)XKHe ceMeHa HOBBIX
pacTeHUil U JIeCHBIX IIOPOJ, U TaKUM 00pasoM
IIPOMCXOLUJIO IIepeBIDKEeHNEe PaCTUTEIbHOCTH.
Uepes 1BajALaTh JIET BCA II0PYOb 3apociia I'yCThIM
CMeIlIaHHBIM JIeCOM, TOYHO 3esieHasd IreTKa. Ilo-
CTOPOHHUI TIJIa3 HUYEro 37ech He pasobpar
OB, — TaK IlepeMelllaJlCh pasHble IIOPOABI Jlepe-
BbeB. 3ejieHas TpaBa U IIBETHI IIePBBIMHU ITOKPHI-
JIX CBEXKYI0 IIOpyOb, & Tellepb OHU JJOJDKHBI Obl-
JIA OTCTYIIUTH Ha 6eper peKU U JIeCHBIe OIIYIIKH,
IIOTOMY YTO B I'YCTOH 3apOCJIH UM [IeJ1aJI0Ch [IYIII-
HO [1a ¥ COJIHIIA He XBaTaJIo.

Ho cpenu cBeTJION 3ejIeHM JIMCTBEHHBIX IIO-
POZ CKOpPO II0KAa3aJIMCh 3eJIeHble CTPEeJIKHA MOJIO-
IOBIX eJIOYeK,— OHU IIeJI0OM CeMbel OKpy Kaau
CTapylo, AYIUIKUCTYIO eJb M, TOYHO JIeTH, PaCCHI-
MaJIMCh II0 OIIYIIIKE OCTaBIIeMCd HeTPOHYTOH
CTeHBI CTapOro JpeMyuero eJIbHUKa.

— He nmyckaniTe ux! — Kpu4yasa ropbkast OCHHa,
IIIeJIeCTS CBOMMHU [APO’KaBIIMMHM JIMCTUKaAMH. —
JTO MecTO Halle... BOT KaK OHHU IIPOJAUPAIOTCH.
[Toskasyii, U HaC BBITOHAT. ..

—Hy, 3T0 e1rje MBI IOCMOTPHUM, — CIIOKOHHO OT-



BeTUJIN 3eJjieHble bepesku. — A MBI He Ta¥M UM
CBeTYy... 3aTopa’KuBauTe UM COJIHIle, — OTHUMaU-
Te U3 3eMJIU BCe COKU. MBI ellle ITIOCMOTPUM, Ubs
BO3bMET...

3aBs3asach OTYassHHas BOMHA, KOTopas O0CO-
6eHHO cTpalnHa ObLIa TEM, YTO OHA COBeEpIIa-
Jlach MoJI4a, 6e3 MaJIeHIIero spyka. 3To 6bL1a 06-
I1asg BOMHA JIMCTBEHHBIX IIOPOJ IIPOTUB MOJIO-
O XBOMHOM ITOPOCIH. bepessl M OCHUHEBI IIPOTH-
TUBaJId CBOU BeTBH, UTOOBI 3aTOPOAUTH COJIHEY-
Hble JIy4W, IIaJaBIlle Ha MOJIO/Ible EeJIOUKH.
Hy>XHO OBLII0 BUJIeTh, KAK TOMUJINCH 6€e3 COJIHITa
9TU HeCYaCTHbIE eJIOUKU, KaK OHU 3a/bIXaJIUCh,
XUpesnu U 3acklxanu. Ellle cujibHee IIJIa BOMHA
OJ 3eMJIEH, I7ie B TEMHOTE HEYyTOMHUMO paboTa-
JIA He)XHble KOPHH, COCaBIIMe IIUTaTeJbHYIO
BJIary. Kopelllku TpaBhI U I1BETOB paboTau B Ca-
MOM BepXHEM CJIOe IIOYBBI, IJIyOrKe MX 3aphbIBa-
JINCh KOPHH KYCTAapHUKOB, a ellle IJIy6rke IILIN
KOpHHU Oepe3 U MOJIOZEHBKHUX ejloueK. TaMm, B
TEMHOTe, OHU IIepeIlIETAINCh MeXKy CO601, KaK
TOHKUeE OeJIble BOJIOCHL.

- ipy>KHee paboTaiTe, AeTKU! — o60apsiIa UX
crapad Ejib. — He TepsiiTe BpeMeHHU...

Bca Gema 6plIa B TOM, 4YTO 6epesnl POCIH



ObICTpee eJjIoueK, HO, C APYroil CTOPOHBI, eJI0UKHU
OCTaBaJIMCh 3€JIeHBIMH KPYIJIBIM I'OJf U II0JIb30-
BaJIMCh OJTHU CBETOM U COJIHIIEM, IT0Ka GepesKu
CITa/I¥M SUMHUM CHOM.

- Baby1mika, HaM TPyAHO, — ’KaJI0OBaJIuCh Ej04-
KU KaXAyl0 BecHY.- OpoJieloT Hac Gepesbl Jie-
TOM. OHH B OJHO JIETO BBHIpAcCTyT OOJIbllle, YeM
MBI — B IBa rofa.

—HwmeiiTe TepneHwue, getku! Huuero mapom
He J1aeTcs, a BCe J0ObIBAeTCS TSOKeJIbIM TPYLOM...
Jpy>xkHee paboraiire!..

KyCTBI OTCTYIIU/IU IIePBLIMU; UM Heuero OFbl-
JIO 37ech gesaTh. OHM CKPOMHO HCYE€3J/IH, YCTY-
IIUB MecCTO 0o0Jiee CHJIBHBIM JIECHBIM IIOPOJaM.
MoJ10L0My OCHHHUKY IIPUXOLUJIOCEH TaKXKe ILJIO-
X0: ero TeCHUJIU Gepessl.

—BEI 9TO 4YTO Ke [esaere? — CIpOCHIN OcCu-
HBL. — MBI IIpeske Bac IIPUIIJIN CI0JA, a BBl HAC
’Ke HauMHaeTe BEDKUBATh... ITO 6eccCoBeCTHO!..

— Brl HaxoMTE, YTO 6€CCOBECTHO? — CMESIUCH
BeceJible bepeskd. — TOJIBKO MBI HHUCKOJIBKO He
BHHOBATEL.. Bac Bce paBHO BBITOHAT OTCIO/A BOT
9THU eJIOUKH, KaK TOJIbKO OHHU IIOLPACTYT. BBI YK
JIy4llle YXOAWUTe CaMU I1006PY-II030POBY U IIO-
uiure cebe Apyroro Mecra. TOJIBKO MellaeTe



HaM.

— Me1 uM Meraem?! Me1 UM MelltaeM?! — II1ell-
TaJld OrOpYeHHbIEe JIMCTUKU OeMHON OCHHBI —
IJTO Ha3bIBAETCS IIPOCTO HAXaJILCTBOM. BEI I10JIb-
3dyeTech ImpaBoM cuiabHOro. /la... Korma-HuGyab
BBI pacKaeTech, KOIia CaMUM IIPUAETCs IVI0XO...

— AX, oTCTaHbTe, Hagoesr! Hekorga HaM pas-
roBapuBaTh C BaMHU...

[1;10X0 IIPUIILIOCH OCHHKAM, KOIZa UX 3arHa-
JIA B CaMbIX yTOJI IOPYOU; C OHOM CTOPOHBI Ha
HUX HaCTyIlaJl MOJIOJOU OepesHsK, a C APYyTou —
MOJIOJIas eJIoBas II0POCIb.

- baTromikuy, morubaem! — Kpuyaau HeCUacT-
Hble OCHHKHU. — ['oCcrIofa, 4To Ke 3TO Takoe? /[Boe
Ha OJHOTO...

- Vxomute! Vxomure!- ThICAYAMH T0OJIOCOB
Kpuuaau EJ0YKHU. — BEI HaM TOJIBKO MeIIaeTe...
CMmeIlIHO IUIaKaTh, KOTZAa HAET BOMHA. HyXHO
YMeThb YMUPATh C JOCTOUHCTBOM, €CJI HeT CUJIbI
KUTh...

—A re Xe y Hac psAOKMHBI U 4YepeMyxXu? —
CIIpallrBajJ HacMeITHUK-BeTep, IpuieTaBIINNA
HOUTPaTh C MOJIOABIMH OepesKaMU.— AX, Oefl-
Hble, OHU YIIUIM COBCEM He3aMeTHO, YTOOBhI HU-
KOr0o He I100eCIIOKOUTb...



Bospiioit majsiyH ObLI 9TOT BeTep: KaKayro
BeTOUKY II0 JJOpore HarHeT, Ka>KAbIM JIMCTOUYEK
TII0I1eJIyeT U C BeCeJIbIM CBUCTOM JIETUT JaJblIle.
EMy u ropsg MaJio, Kak Jpyrue >KUBYT Ha CBeTe, U
TOJIBKO CaMOMYy Ol IIOTYyJIATh. [IpaBaa, 3UMOI, B
X0JIOZl, eMy IIPUXOAWJIOCH TPYAHEHBLKO, U BeTep
Ila>ke CTOHAJI U IJIaKaJl, HO eMy HUKTO He BEepUI;
9TO Tope 6BLJIO TOJIBKO 10 IIEPBOT0 BECEHHETrO JIy-
Ja.



IV

Hpomﬂo IATHAECAT JIeT.

OT crapoil 1IopybH He OCTaJIOCh U CJIefia.
Ha ee MecTe IogHHUMasach 3ejieHas paTb MOJIO-
IbIX ejiell, pBaBIIUXCA B HE60 CBOMMM CTpeJIKa-
MHU. CpeH 3TOM MOTy4yeil XBOMHOM 3eJIEHH CHPO-
TaMH{ OCTaBaJIUCh KOMW-TZe cTapble Oepesbl, — Ha
BCI0 IIOPYOb MX OBLIO He 6oJibIe JecsaTka. Tam,
I7le TOPXKeCTBOBAJIM CMepPTh M paspyllleHUe, Te-
Iephb IBejla MOJIOZAs >KWU3Hb, IIOJIHAs CUJIbl U
MOJIOZIOTO BeceJIbs. B 3TOM 3esIeHH BBIJIesIsIach
CBOeM oOypeBIllel BepIIUHOM offHa cTapasi Ejb.

- OX, [eTKH, IIOXO0 MHe...— 4YaCTO >KaJIoBa-
Jlach CTapylllKa, Kadas CBOel Oypoil Bepllu-
HOM. — HeX0OpOoIII0 TaK [0JIT0 3aKUBATHCSI Ha CBe-
Te. BceMy ecThb CBOM IIpefes... Temmepb g yMpy
CIIOKOMHO, B CBOeIM ceMbe,— a TO COBCEM OBLIO
oCTaJIach Ha CTapOCTH JIeT OHAa-O4UHeIlleHbKa.

- Baby1ika, MBI He 1afiiM Te6e yMepeTh! — Be-
cesI0 Kpuyasu MoJiogele Eiu. — MBI Te6s1 6yneM
3alUINaTh U OT BETPa, U OT X0JI0ZA, U OT CHera.

— HeT, geTky, ycraja g )KUTh... /l0BOJIBHO. Me-
HA y)Ke ToUaT U YepPBH, U )XKYUKH, a CBEPXY Pasb-
efarT KOpy JIUIITaUHUKH.



- Tyk, TyK!.. - KpUKHYJI IIeCTPBIHA /[ATes1, LOoJI-
OUBIINU cTapyro EJb CBOMM OCTPBIM KJIIOBOM. —
Ime xxyuku? I'me yepBauku? TyK... TyK... TyK... S
uM 3agaM!.. Tyk... He 6ecriokoiiTech, CTapyIlkKa,
HX BCeX BBITAIY U CKyIIax... Tykl!..

—/la Beib ThI MeH4 Ke J0JIOUIIb, MO0 CTapyIo
Kopy? - crToHasna Ejb, BO3MyIlleHHas HaXaJb-
CTBOM HOBOIO rocTd. — IIpexne B IOyILie >XUIHU
0eJIKY, TaK Te IIUIIKKU MOHU eJid, a Thl J0JI0UIIb
MeHd, MOe JIepeBAHHOEe TeJI0. AX, IIPUXOJUT, BU/I-
HO, MOM KOHeII.

—Huduero. Tyk!.. I TOJIBKO 4epBAYKOB I00Y-
aoy... TyK, TyK, TyK!..

MoJtofible eJI0YKU ObLIM BO3MYIIEHBI 6ecco-
BEeCTHOCTBI0 [ATJIa; HO YTO IIOZeJaellb C HaxXa-
JIOM, KOTOPBIH ellle yBepseT, UYTO TPYLUTCI I
oJIL3EI Apyrux! A crapas Ejb TOJIBKO B3Aparu-
BaJjla, KOIJa B ee /ps6ji0e TeJ0 BIIMBAJICA OCT-
PpBIi KJIIOB. /[a, IIopa yMUpAaTh.

— JleTKH, paccKaky g BaM, Kak s IIorasa Cro-
Ia, — IIelTaja CTapylika.- /JaBHO 3TO OBLIO...
Mou poauTesH >KWJIHM TaM, Ha Irope, B KaMHAIX,
I7le TaK CBUCTHUT XOJIOGHBIA BeTep. TpygHO UM
IIPUXOJUIJIOCH, OCOOEHHO II0 3MMaM... BoJblie
BCeX oOm>Kas BeTep: Kak 3aKpyTHUT, KaK 3aCBU-



CTUT... CeBepHasd CTOPOHA y ejiel BCA OBLIA TO-
JIasd, a HIDKHHE BETBH CTJIAJIMChH 110 3eMiIe. Tpya-
HO OBLIO U IIMINY A0OBIBATH MeXKAy KaMHIMH.
KopHHU orureTa/li KaMHH U KPEIIKO JIep KaluCh
3a HUX. EJIb - HEeIPHUXOT/IHMBOE [IePeBO U KpeIl-
Koe, He 6ouTca HU4Yero. CoCHBI U G6epesbl He CMe-
JIM laKe B3IVIAHYTH TY[a, IJie MOM POJUTENIH 3e-
JIeHeJIU CTPOMHOM YUeTOH. BEIllle UX POCIU TOJIb-
KO 00JI0THag ropHas TpaBa Ja MoOX... Kpacuso
ObLIO TaM, Ha rope... /la... Ha Takyro BBICOTY
TOJIBKO U3pefiKa 3aberasu 6esIKU [a 3auiipl. Of-
Ha Takag Oeska Ilofgo6pasia MeXAy KaMHAMU
CIIeJIyI0 €JIOBYIO IIWINKY M yTalllija CHoJa, B
CBOM JIOM, a M3 3TOM IIMIIKH BBIpOCA SA. 37eCh
IIPUBOJIbHEE, YeM Ha rope, X0Th U He TaK KpacHu-
BO. BoT MosI MCTOpPHUSA, AeTKH... [loJIro g Kujia U
CKa)ky OJHO, YTO MBI, eJIH, — CAMOe KpeIIKoe Je-
peBo, a I03TOMY APYrHe II0POALI M He MOTYT Hac
ofgoseTs. CocHa TOXKe XOpolllee IepeBO, HO He
Be3fle MOJKeT PacTH... BOT IIUXTEI U KeJpbl — Te
OJTHOTO poZia C HaMU U TaK)Ke HUUYEro He 60AT-
co...
Bce caymasy CTapylIKy C IPHUJIMYHBIM MOJI-
YaHHeM, a IIallOPOTHUKHU IIIWPOKO IIPOCTHPAJIH
CBOM JIUCThA-IIEPbA. B M0JIOZOM JIecy y>Ke BOJBO-



PHINCEH CBIPOCTH M BeYHasg IIOJYMIJIA, KaKHe
He0OXO0JHUMBI 3TOMY KpPacHBOMY pacTeHHI0. O I10-
JIEBBIX IIBeTaX M BeCeJIOM 3eJIeHOM TpaBKe He
OBLIIO U IIOMUHY, a OT CTapbIX Oepe3 oCcTaBalUCh
OJHU THHUJIbIE ITHU, B KOTOPBIX >KHW/IH MBI U
seMiiepodku. Ciefpl IIOPYOM HMCYE3JIH OKOHYA-
TeJILHO.

HacTas ¥ poKOBOH JileHb. ITO OBLJIO CpelH Jle-
Ta. C Beuepa elle BeTep HarHajl TeMHYIO Tydy,
KOTOpasi 00JIOKHMJIa IIOJIOBUHY Heba. Bce IipH-
THUXJIO B OKHIAaHHH TPO3BI, H TOJIBKO H3peaKa
HaJieTas BeTep. B Bo3ayXxe caesanoch AYIITHO. Be-
CeJIo JKypuasa ofHa besbIMsHKAa: BeTep IIPHHeE-
ceT el HOBOM BOAbl. OOHOBMJIACh M 3ejleHas
TpaBKa, KOTOPYIO HECKOJILKO JHEM KIJIO COJIHIIE.

— 31, Oeperucs! — cBucTag BeTep, IIPOHOCACH
II0 BepXYyIIIKaM eJsIei. — S Bac BCceX yTellly, TOJIbKO
CTOSITH KpeImye.

IToToM Bce cTHxJI0. CiestaIoch COBCEM TEMHO.
I'me-To JaeKo IPaHyJI IIePBLIM IPOM, a Ty4da yrKe
3aKphlIa Bce He60. OCJIeIIUTEe/IbHO CBepPKHYJIa
MOJIHHS, W pasfascs HOBBIM, CTPAIIHBIN yaap
rpoMa IIpsIMO Haz JiecoM. I'ie-To UTo-TO 3aTpelra-
JIO | 3a1ryMeJio. IIoCchInaauch I1epBhle KPYIIHEIE
KaIUIH JO0XK[sl, 1 PBaHYJICSA BeTep, a TaM — HOBBIH



yaap rpomMa. Ta KaHOHaZa IIPofoJDKalack B Te-
YeHHe I1eJIOT0 4aca, a KoIja oHa KOHYMIach U
Oyps IIpoHecsach, crapasd Ejb Jiexkasa yke Ha
semile. OHa pPyxHyJIa I0J TSDKECTHIO ITePesKUTHIX
JIeT W cTapyeckoro Oeccurausd. Korza B3OILIO
COJIHIIe M IIOf, ero JydaMH sIpKO 3abJiecTesa
OMBITas JOK[EeM 3eJleHb, He 0Ka3aJIoCh TOJIBKO
OJHOM OYpOM BepIUMHEI CTapou Eiun...
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