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MUBaH ByHUH
MUTUHA JTIOBOBb



B MocCKBe TI0CJIeJHUM CUaCTJIUBBIU IeHb MUTH
OBLI feBATOr0 MapTa. Tak, 0 KpaliHell Mepe,
KasaJIoCh eMy.

OHu c KaTed 1ty B JBeHAAIIaTOM 4acy yTpa
BBepX 110 TBepckoMy OyJsibBapy. 3MMa BHe3aITHO
YCTYIIMJIa BeCHe, Ha COJIHIIe OBLIIO II0YTH KapKo.
Kak OyaTo IlpaBfa IIpUJIeTeId >KaBOPOHKU U
IIpUHEeCJIN C COO0M TeIlio, pafocTb. Bce ObLIO
MOKpPO, BCe Taslo, C [JOMOB KallaJld KallesH,
IBOPHUKHU CKaJIBIBAJIH JIe[l C TPOTYapoB, COPacChI-
BaJIU JIMIIKUH CHeT C KPBIIII, BCIOAY OBLIO MHOTO-
JIIOZHO, OKUBJIEHHO. BBICOKHe 06JIaKa pacXomiu-
JIUCb TOHKHUM 06eJIbIM ABIMOM, CIHBAsICh C BJIAXK-
HO CHHeIIIMM HeOG0M. Bramu ¢ 61arocTHOM 3a-
OYMUYHBOCTBIO BbICHIICA IIyIIKHH, cusl CTpact-
HOM MOHACTBIpb. Ho Jyulile Bcero 6bLI0 TO, YTO
Kats, B 3TOT [JeHb 0COG€HHO XOpOIIeHbKasd, BCI
ABIIIaa IIpocTocepAedreM U OJIM30CThI0, YaCTO
C IeTCKOM JOBepUYMBOCTBHIO 6pasia MUTIO IIOf, Py-
Ky W CHH3Y 3aI/IA[blBajia B JIUII0 €My, CUaCTJIH-
BOMY Jla’Ke KakK OyATO YyTh-4yTh BBICOKOMEPHO,
IIaraBIlleMy TaK IMHPOKO, YTO OHA €[Ba IIOCIIe-
BaJla 3a HUM.



Bosue ITyIkprHa oHa HEOXKUZAHHO CKasaJja:

— Kaxk TBI CMeIIlHO, C KaKOM-TO MHJION MaJlb-
YHUIIIeCKON HEeJIOBKOCTBIO pPaCTArMBaelllb CBOH
O0JILIIIONM POT, KOTZa cMeelllbcad. He obrokaiicy,
3a 3TY-TO YJIBIOKY 1 U JIr00JIt0 Tebd. /la BOT ellje 3a
TBOU BU3aHTHUMCKHeE IJIa3a...

Crapasich He yJbI6aThCs, [IepecUIUBasi U Tau-
HOe JI0BOJILCTBO, U JIETKYI0 00Uy, MUTS ApyKe-
JIIOOHO OTBeTHJ, IJIfd Ha IIaMATHUK, Tellepb
y>Ke BBICOKO ITOAHABIIIUICS IIepel HUMU:

— UTO0 0 MaJIbUMIIIECTBa, TO B 3TOM OTHOIIIE-
HUU MBI, Ka)KeTCs, HeJlaJIeKO YIIIA APYT OT APY-
ra. A Ha BU3aHTHUMIIA g IT0X0XK TaK Ke, KaK ThI Ha
KHUTaNCKyI0 UMIIepaTpUIly. BBl Bce IIPOCTO ITOMe-
IIaJINCh Ha 3TUX BHU3aHTHUAX, BO3porKIeHUIX...
He moHuMarmw s TBOey MaTepu!

— YTo0 X, THI OBl Ha ee MeCTe MeHs B TepeM
3arep? — cupocuia Kars.

— He B TepeM, a IpoCTO Ha IIOPOT He IIyCKaJl
OBI BCIO 3Ty SIKOOBI apTUCTUYECKYI0 O0reMy, BCeX
9TUX OyAyIUX 3HaMEHUTOCTeM M3 CTyAuUd U
KOHCepBATOPHUM, U3 TeaTPaJbHBIX IIKOJ, — OT-
BeTWJ MUTH, IIPOJOJDKAast cTapaThbCs OBITH CIIO-
KOMHBIM U JIPYy>KeI00HO HeOpeXHBIM. — ThI Ke
caMa MHe T'OBOPHJIA, YTO ByKOBeLIKUI y>Ke 3BaJl



Tebs1 y>KMHaTh B CTpesbHY, a EropoB Iipejjara
JIETIUTH TOJIYI0, B BHUJE KaKOW-TO yMHparloIei
MOPCKOM BOJIHBI, ¥, KOHEUHO, CTPAIIIHO II0JbIIfe-
HAa TaKOU YeCThIO.

— 5] BCe paBHO Jake pagu Tebs He OTKaKyCh
OT UCKYCCTBa, — CcKasasa KaTta. — MoyKkeT OBITE,
s U rajikas, KaK Thl 4acTO TOBOPHUIIIb, — CKa3aJjla
OHa, XO0TI MHUTSI HUKOIZA He TOBOPHJ €M 3TO-
ro, — MOJKET, 1 UCIIOPYeHHas1, HO 6epy MeHd Ta-
KYI0, KaKad s ecTb. 1 He O6yZileM CCOPUTHC, IIepe-
CTaHb THl MEHA PeBHOBATh XOTh HBIHUE, B TAKOU
YyIHBINA feHb! — KaK ThI He IOHUMAaeIllb, YTO ThI
IUIA MEHs BCe-TaKH JIyYIlle BCeX, eJUHCTBEH-
HBIM? — HEeTPOMKO ¥ HaCTOMUYUBO CIIPOCHUJIA OHA,
yoKe C JIeJITaHHOM 000JIbCTUTEIbHOCTBIO 3arjIsIbl-
Basg eMy B IJlasa, U 3aLyMUYHBO, MeJJIUTEIHLHO
IIpoJieKJIaMHpPOBaJIa:

Meox Hamu dpemarowas matiHa.
Jywa dywe dana Koavyo...

JTo mocJie[iHee, ITU CTUXU y>Ke COBCEM 00JIb-
HO 3agenu Mwutio. Boobile, MHOroe make U B
3TOT JIleHb OBLJI0 HEIIPUATHO U 60JbHO. HelpusT-
Ha 6bLIa IITyTKA HacueT MaJbYHIIIeCKOM HeJIOB-
KOCTHU: TOJ06HBIe ITYTKU OH CJBIIAM 0T KaTu



y>Ke He B IIePBBIA pas, U OHU OBLIU He CiIy4au-
Hbl, — KaTa Hepenko IIposBisiia ce6s TO B TOM,
TO B JIpyroM 6oJiee B3pOCJIOM, 4eM OH, HepeaKo
(M1 HEBOJILHO, TO €CTh BIIOJIHE €CTeCTBEHHO) BHI-
KasblBajla CBOe IIPeBOCXO[CTBO Haj, HUM, U OH C
00JIb}0 BOCIIPUHHUMaAJI 3TO, KaK IIPU3HAK ee Ka-
KOM-TO TalfHOM IIOPOYHOMN ONBITHOCTU. HelmpUAT-
HO OBLIO «BCe-TaKW» («Thl BCe-TaKH i1 MeEHS
JIydllle BCeX») U TO, YTO 3TO OBIJIO CKa3aHO I10Ye-
My-TO BHE3allHO IIOHMD)KEHHBIM TI0JIOCOM, OCO-
0eHHO >Ke HEeIPUATHBI OBLIM CTUXH, UX MaHep-
Hoe uTeHHe. OJHAKO Ja)ke CTUXU U 3TO YTEHUe,
TO eCTh TO CaMoe, YTO 60JIbIlle BCEero HaIlOMUHa-
JIo MuTte cpefly, OTHUMAaBIIYI0 Y Hero KaTro, OCT-
PO BO30Y’KIaBIIIyI0 €r0 HEHAaBUCTb U PEBHOCTD,
OH IlepeHeC CpaBHUTEJBbHO JIETKO B 3TOT CYACT-
JIUBBIM JIeHb [IeBITOI0 MapTa, ero II0CIeJHUM
CYACTJIMBBINA JeHb B MOCKBe, KaK 4acTO Kasa-
JIOCh €My IIOTOM.

B 3TOT feHB, HA BO3BPAaTHOM IIYTU € KysHeIr-
Koro mocrta, rge Kara kymmiaa y IlmMMmepmaHa
HeCKOJIbKO Bellleli CKpsiOMHa, OHa MeXXIy IIpO-
4UM 3arOBOpPHJIA O eT0, MUTHHOM, MaMe U CKas3a-
Jia, CMesiCh:

— TBl He MOXKelllb cebe IIpPeJCTaBUTh, KaK 5



3apaHee 60HOCH ee!

[ToueMy-TO HH pa3y 3a BCe BpeMs HX JIOOBHU
He KacaJIuCb OHM BOIIpoca 0 OyAyllleM, O TOM,
4eM UX JII000Bb KOHUMTCA. 1 BOT Bapyr KaTd 3a-
TOBOpHJIA O €T0 MaMe M 3aroBOpHJIa TakK, TOYHO
caMo co00# IoApasyMeBaJoCh, YTO MaMa — ee
OyAylias CBeKpPOBb.



HOTOM BCe IIJI0 KaK OyATO II0-TIpeskHeMy. Mu-
TS IIpoBOXKa KaTwo B cTyguio XyIo>KeCcTBeH-
HOTO TeaTpa, Ha KOHIePTHI, HA JIUTepaTypHbIe
Beyepa WU CHUJiesl y Hee Ha KHC/IOBKe U 3aCHIKU-
BaJICA IO ABYX YacOB HOYH, I10JIb3YACH CTPAHHOMI
CcBOOOZI0M, KOTOPYIO AaBajla el ee MaTh, BCEr/a
Kypsiljas, Bcerjla HapyMsgHeHHas JaMa C MaJlu-
HOBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, MUJIad, LoOpas >KeHI[UHa
(maBHO >XUBIIAsA OTHEJIBbHO OT MY>Ka, Y KOTOPOTO
ObL1a BTOpas ceMbs). 3aberasa u Katg Kk Mute, B
ero CTyJeHUeCKHe HoMepa Ha MoJj4aHOBKe, U
CBUaHUA HUX, KaK U IIpeXkze, II0OYTH CILIOIIb
IpoTeKaJu B TSOKKOM LypMaHe Ioresnyes. Ho
MuTe yIoOpHO KasajoCh, UTO BHe3aIlHO Hauya-
JIOCH YTO-TO CTPAIIIHOEe, UTO YTO-TO U3MEHUJIOCh,
cTajio MeHdIThCd B KarTe.

BrICTpO IIpoJieTesI0 TO He3abBEHHOE JIerKoe
BpeMs, KOTZla OHU TOJIBKO UTO BCTPETUJINCH, KO-
I7la OHH, e/lBa ITO3HAKOMUBIIIUCH, BAPYT IIOUYB-
CTBOBaJIM, UTO UM BCero MHTepecHee TOBOPUTH
(1 XOTh C yTpa [0 Beuepa) TOJILKO APYT C APYTOM,
Korma MUTS CTOJIb HEOXKHUAAHHO OKa3aJICd B TOM
CKa30YHOM MMpe JII06BHU, KOTOPOIO OH BTalHe



JKIaJl C IeTCTBa, C 0TpoYeCcTBAa. ITUM BpeMeHeM
ObLI leKabpb, — MOPO3HBIN, IIOT0XKUM, JIeHb 3a
IHEM yKpallaBIIUi MOCKBY TyCTBIM HHeeM U
MYTHO-KpPaCHBIM IIIapOM HHU3KOI'O COJIHIIA. SIH-
Bapb, ¢peBpasib 3aKPYKUIU MHUTHUHY JIH0O0BbL B
BUXpe HeIIPepbIBHOIO CYACThs, y>Ke KaK ObI OCY-
I11IeCTBJIEHHOTO WJIH, I10 KpallHel Mepe, BOT-BOT
TOTOBOTO OCYIIeCTBUTHCI. HO y>Ke U TOrga 4To-
TO CTaJsIo (M BCe yallle ¥ Yalle) CMyIaTh, OTPaB-
JIATh 3TO CUaCThbe. Y>Ke M TOTZa HepenKo Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO KakK OyATO ecTh ABe KaTu: ofHa Ta, KO-
TOPOH C IIEPBOM MUHYTHI CBOET0 3HAKOMCTBA C
Hel CcTaJl HaCTOMYUBO >KeJlaTh, TpeboBaTh MUTH,
a [pyras — IIOJJINHHAsA, OOBIKHOBEHHAas, MyYU-
TeJIbHO He COBIIa/iaBIlIas ¢ I1epBoi. U Bce Ke HU-
4ero IOJO0OHOro TellepelllHeMY He HCIBIThIBA
Mut4 Torma.

Bce MOXHO 6BLI0 00BSACHUTHL. Hauauch Be-
CeHHUe KeHCKUe 3a60Thl, IIOKYIIKH, 3aKa3bl, 6ec-
KOHEYHbIe IlepefieJIKU TO TOTO, TO APYyroro, 1 Ka-
Te IeMCTBUTEJbHO IIPUXOJUIOCH YacTO ObIBATh
C MaTepblo y IIOPTHUX; KPOMe TOTO, Y Hee BIlepe-
oU ObLI 9K3aMeH B TOM YacTHOM TeaTpasbHOMU
LIIKOJIe, T7ie YYUIach OHA. BIIOJIHe ecTeCTBEHHOM
II09TOMY MOTJIa OBITH ee 03a60UeHHOCTH, pacce-



SIHHOCTB. 11 TaK MUTY IIOMUHYTHO U yTeIlaJ Ce-
6s. Ho yTeleHus He IIOMOTAaJI — TO, YTO T'OBO-
PWIO MHUTEJbHOE Cepjile BOIPEeKHU UM, ObLIO
CUJIbHee U IIOATBEP)KIAJIOCH BCe OUeBHIHee;
BHYTPEHHSsI HEeBHUMAaTeJLHOCTH KaTh K HeMmy
BCe pocJia, a BMecTe C TeM pocjia ¥ er0 MHUTEJIb-
HOCTh, €r0 PeBHOCTh. /[[UpeKTop TeaTpaabHOU
LIIKOJIBI KPY>KUJI KaTe rojsioBy IIoxXBajsiaMy, U OHa
He MOIJIa yJep>KaTbCsd, paccKkasbiBaja Mure 06
9TUX IIOXBajaX. /lUpeKTop cKasaj eil: «Thl Top-
IOCTH MOeU IIKOJIbI», — OH BCEM CBOUM YUeHU-
IjJaM TOBOPHUJI «ThI» — U, IIOMUMO OOIIUX 3aHS-
THH, CTaJl 3aHUMAaThCSI C HeU IIOCTOM eIlle U OT-
IeJIbHO, YTOOBI OJIECHYTH €10 Ha 9K3aMeHaxX 0CO-
6eHHO. BhUIO ’Ke M3BECTHO, UTO OH pa3Bpalras
YUeHUIl, Kak[oe JIETO YBO3WJ KaKyH-HUOYIb C
co6o#t Ha KaBkas, B PUH/IAHMUIO, 3a TpaHuULly. 1
Mwure cTaso IIPUXOAUTH B TOJIOBY, UTO Tellepb
IUPEeKTOp uMeeT BUALI Ha KaTio, KoTOpas X0Td U
He BHUHOBaTa B 3TOM, BCe-TaKH, BEPOSITHO, 3TO
4yBCTBYeT, IIOHMMaeT U IIOTOMY y>Ke KaK OblI Ha-
XOIUTCSA C HUM B MEP3KUX, ITPEeCTYIITHLIX OTHOIIIe-
HUSAX. 1 MBICJIIb 3Ta My4ymWja TeM 06o0Jjiee, UTO
CJIUIIIKOM OYE€BUIHO OBLJI0O YMEHbIIIeHHe BHUMa-
Hu4a KaTu.



Kasasoch, 4T0 BOOOIIle UTO-TO CTaJI0 OTBIIE-
KaTh ee 0T Hero. OH He MOT CIIOKOMHO AyMaThb O
nupekrope. Ho uto gupekrtop! Kasaaock, 4To BO-
obme Haxg KaTHHOM JI000BBIO CTaH IIpeobJia-
IaTh KaKue-TO JIpyrue MHTepechl. K KoMy, K Ye-
My? MuTs He 3HaJI, OH peBHOBaJ KaTro Ko Bcew,
KO BCeMy, IJIaBHOe, K TOMY 00II[eMy, UM B0OOpa-
’KaeMOMy, 4eM BTallHe OT Hero y»ke OyATO OBl
HayvaJia >KUTh OHa. EMy Kas3aJyIoCch, YTO ee Hellpe-
060pHMO TAHET KyZa-TO IIPOYb OT HEero U, MOXKET
OBITBH, K UeMy-TO TaKOMY, O 4eM Jja’Ke U IIOMBIC-
JIUTH CTPAIIHO.

Pa3s Kat4, moJymryTd, ckasajla eMy B IIPHUCYT-
CTBUH MaTepH:

— Br1, MuT4, BoO6II[e paccyXpaeTe 0 HKeHIIH-
Hax 110 /loMocTporo. U 13 Bac BRIIIET COBEPIIIEH-
HBIA OTes10. BOT y>K HUKOTZa 6B He BJIIOOMIACh
B BaC U He IIOIIIA 38 BaC 3aMyX!

Matp Bo3pasuia:

— A g He TpefCcTaBJIsA0 cebe JHOOBU 6e3 peB-
HOCTH. KTO He peBHyeT, TOT, II0-MOEMY, He JII0-
OUT.

— Her, mama, — ckasaJyia KaTg co cBoero I10-
CTOSIHHOM CKJIOHHOCTBIO IIOBTOPATH UY’KHE CJIO-
Ba, — PEeBHOCTb 3TO HeyBaKeHHe K TOMY, KOIO



JIIOOHIL. 3HAUUT, MEHSI He JII00ST, ecJIki MHe He
BepAT, — CKasajla OHa, HAPOYHO He IJIAAI Ha Mu-
TIO.

— A 110-MO€EMy, — BO3pasuja MaThb, — pPEeB-
HOCTB U eCTh JIFOOOBb. £l fa’ke 9TO I7ie-TO YUTaJIA.
Tam 3T0 6B1JI0 OYEHB XOPOIIIO JOKAa3aHO U Jaxke C
IpuMepaMu U3 brubiuy, rae caM 60r HasbIBaeTCs
PeBHUTEJIEM U MCTUTEJIEM...

Uto 1o MUTHHOM JI00BU, TO OHA TeIleph II0-
UTH BCeI[eJI0 BeIpakalach TOJILKO B peBHOCTH. U
PeBHOCTH 3Ta ObLIa He IIPOCTas, a Kakasg-To, KaKk
eMy Kasasocb, ocobeHHas. OHU ¢ KaTel elie He
IepecTyIIMIN II0CIeJHEN YepThl 6JIM30CTH, XOTI
II03BOJIVIA cebe B Te Yachl, KOTAA OCTaBaIMCh
OJHH, CJIUIIIKOM MHoOroe. 1 Temepp, B 3TH 4achl,
KaTsa ObIBajsia ellfe cTpacTHee, yeM Iipexzae. Ho
Tellepb W 3TO CTaJI0 Ka3aThbCs II0J03PUTETbHBIM
U BO30Y)XZaJIo IIOPOI0 y»KacHOe 4YyBCTBO. Bce
UyBCTBa, M3 KOTOPBHIX COCTOsJIa €r0 PEeBHOCTS,
OBLIU y>KaCHBI, HO Cpefu HUX OBLIO OZHO, KOTO-
poe OBLIO y>KacHee BCeX U KOTOpoe MHUTSA HUKaK
He yMeJI, He MOT OIIPefle/IUTh M Ja’ke IIOHATE.
OHO 3aKJIIOYaJIOCh B TOM, UTO Te IIPOSIBJIEHUSA
CTpacTH, TO CaMoe, YTO OBLIO TaK 6JaKeHHO U
CJIaJJOCTHO, BBIIIIE U IIpeKpacHee BCer0 B MHpe B



IIpYMeHeHUY K HUM, MuTte ¥ KaTe, CTAHOBUJIOCH
HeCKasaHHO Mep3K0 U Ja’ke KasaIoCb 4YeM-TO
IIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHELIM, Korna Murtd nymaja o
Kate u o gpyroMm myxunHe. Torga KaTa Bo36yx-
Ilajia B HeM OCTPYI0 HEHAaBUCTE. Bce, 4To, I71a3 HA
rj1a3, gejaj ¢ Hel OH caM, ObIJIO IIOJHO JJISI HETro
paickoii mpeecTd U IeJoMyapusa. Ho Kak TOJIb-
KO OH IIpe[CTaBJdl cebe Ha CBOeM MeCTe KO-
ro-HUOyAb IPyroro, Bce MTHOBEHHO MEHSIOChH, —
BCe IIpeBpalllajioCb B HEUTO OeCCThIZHOE, BO3-
Oy>Kmarolee >KaXkKy 3agyluTh KaTio U, IIpexae
BCero, UMeHHO ee, a He BOOOpa’kaeMoOro COIlep-
HUKa.



B IeHb 3k3aMeHa KaTH, KOTOpBIM COCTOSICA
HaKOHeI] (Ha L1eCTOMN HeJiesle 110CTa), KaK Oy/-
TO 0CO6E€HHO IOATBepANIach BCA IIpaBoTa MUTU-
HBIX MyYeHUN.

Tyt KaTda y>ke coBceM He BH7eJIa, He 3aMeua-
JIa ero, 6b11a BCA Uy»Kas, BCA IIyOIMYHas.

OHa uMesa 60JIbIIION yciieX. OHa ObLIa BO
BceM 0esioM, KaK HeBeCTa, YU BOJIHEHUeE [esIaJI0
ee IpesiecTHOM. Eif APYy’KHO U rOpsgyo0 XJIOIIaIN, U
IUPEKTOpP, CaMOJOBOJIbHBIN aKTep C 6eccTpact-
HBIMU U IleYaJIbHBIMM IJla3aMH, CUZEBIIUU B
IIeEPBOM PSIy, TOJABKO paju IIyIlleil TOPAOCTHU Jie-
JlaJI el UHOIZla 3aMeYaHus, TOBOPSI HEIPOMKO, HO
KaK-TO TakK, YTO OBLJIO CJIBIIIHO Ha BCHO 3aly U
3By4aJIo HeCTePIIUMO.

— IloMeHBbIIle YUTKU, — TOBOPUJI OH BECKO,
CIIOKOMHO UM TaK BJIACTHO, TOYHO KaTa 6bL1a ero
II0JIHOM COOGCTBEHHOCTBHIO. — He urpai, a Iepe-
>KUBaM, — rOBOPUJI OH paszejbHo.

U 310 O6BLIIO HECTEPIIUMO. /la HECTepPIIMMO OFbI-
JIO U caMOe 4YTeHWe, BBI3bIBaBIlee PYKOILIECKA-
Hud. KaTg ropesa >KapKuM pyMsHIIEM, CMYIIle-
HUeM, TOJIOCOK ee HHOIJa CphIBaJICsd, AbIXaHUSI



He XBaTaJjo, ¥ 9TO OBLJIO TpOraTeJbHO, 0UapOBa-
TeJbHO. Ho unTasa oOHa C TOU IIOILJION IIeByYe-
CThI0, QAJIBINILIO U TJIYIIOCTHI0 B KaKIOM 3BYKE,
KOTOpBIe CUUTAIUCH BBICIIUM HCKYCCTBOM YTe-
HU{ B TOM HEHaBUCTHOM [T MUTHU cpefie, B KO-
TOPOU y’Ke BCEMM IIOMBICJIAMH CBOUMU JSKUJIA
KaTs: oHa He TOBOpIJIA, a BCe BpeMsl BOCKJIUIIA-
Ja C KaKOH-TO Ha30MJIHMBON TOMHOH CTPAaCTHO-
CThI0, C HEYyMepeHHO!, HUYeM He 060CHOBaHHOM
B CBOeH HAaCTOMYHMBOCTH MOJILOOM, B MUTS He
3HaJI, KyJia Ij1asa JieBaTh OT CThIZa 3a Hee. YKac-
Hee >Ke BCero ObLja Ta CMeCh aHTeJbCKOM YHCTO-
Thl U IIOPOYHOCTH, KOTOpas Oblila B Hel, B ee
pasropesBIlIeMcs JIMYUKE, B ee 6eJIOM IIaThe, KO-
TOpOe Ha 3CTpajie Ka3aJoCh KOpoUe, TaK KakK Bce
CU[dIIMe B 3aJie IJigfesau Ha KaTio CHU3y, B ee
6esbIX TydesbKax U B OOTIHYTHIX IIEJIKOBBIMU
6esIbIMM UyJIKaMU HOraX. «/[eByIllKa Iiejia B Iiep-
KOBHOM X0Ope», — C JIeJIaHHOM, HeyMepeHHOM! Ha-
UBHOCTHI0 yhTasa KaTtsa o Kakon-To 6yATO OBI aH-
reJIbCKM HeBHHHOM JeByIlKe. 1 MUTS 4yBCTBO-
BaJl U 000CTpeHHYyI OJM30CTh K KaTe, — Kak
BCeI7la 9TO YYBCTBYEIllb B TOJIIIE K TOMY, KOTO
JIXOOUIIB, — U 3JIyI0 BpaKIeOHOCTh, YyBCTBOBAJI
U TOpPIOCTHL €10, CO3HAHUe, UTO Belb BCe-TaKH



eMy IIPUHAJJIeKHUT OHa, U BMeCTe C TeM pPa3phl-
BalOIYIO cepAlie 60Jb: HeT, yoKe He IIpHUHAJ/Ie-
SKUT!

[locsie 3k3aMeHa OBIIM OIATH CYACTJ/IABBIE
nHy. Ho Murts y’ke He BepHUJI MM C TOH JIETKO-
CTBIO, KaK IIpeskzae. KaTd, BCIIOMHUHAsA 3K3aMeH,
TOBOpHJIA:

— Kaxkoii ThI rytielil! Pa3sBe ThI He UyBCTBO-
BaJl, UTO S M YUTAJIA-TO TaK XOPOIIIO TOJIBKO I
Tebs 0THOTO!

Ho oH He Mor 3a6bITh, UTO YyBCTBOBAJI OH Ha
9K3aMeHe, U He MOT CO3HAThCH, YTO 3TU YYBCTBA
U Telepb He OCTaBH/IM ero. YUyBCTBOBasa €ro
TallHble YyBCTBA U KaTa M OJHa’KABI, BO BpeMsd
CCOPBI, BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— He nmoHMMaro, 3a 4TO THI JIIOOUIIIL MEHs, ec-
JIH, II0-TBOEMY, BCe TakK AypHO Bo MHe! UM uero
TBI, HAKOHeEIl, X0Yelllb 0T MeHsd?

Ho oH ¥ caM He OHUMaJI, 3a YTO OH JIFOOUII
ee, XOTS YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO JIIOOOBE €T0 He TOJIBKO
He YMEHBIIIaeTCsd, HO BCe BO3pacTaeT BMecCTe C
TOM PeBHUBOU O60pbOOM, KOTOPYIO OH BeJI C KEM-
TO, C UeM-TO K3-3a Hee, U3-3a ITOM JIFOOBU, U3-3a
ee HalpArarwIlelics CUJIbL, Bce 60Jiee BO3pacTalo-
e TpeboBaTeJIbHOCTH.



— Tl JIOOUIL TOJIBKO MOE TeJo, a He V-
my! — ropbKo cKasaJja ogHa Xl KaTs.

OmATh 3TO OBLIM YBHU-TO UyKHe, TeaTpaib-
HbIe CJI0Ba, HO OHY, IIPpXA BCeM MX B3[OPHOCTH U
U30UTOCTH, TOXKE KaCaIiCh Yero-To My4UTeJIbHO
Hepaspemumoro. OH He 3HaJI, 3a UTO JIIOOUJI, He
MOT TOYHO CKa3aTh, Uero XoTeJs... YTO 3TO 3Ha-
YUT BOOOIIE — JIIOOUTH? OTBETUTH Ha 3TO OBLIO
TeM 60Jiee HEBO3MO>KHO, UTO HU B TOM, UTO CJIbI-
maJjs Mutd o Jir06BU, HA B TOM, UTO YUTAJ OH O
Hel, He 6bLJI0O HU OJJHOTO TOYHO OIIpe/IeJIII0Iero
ee CJI0Ba. B KHUTrax U B )KU3HU BCe KaK OyATO pas
U HaBCeIZa YCJIOBUJINCH TOBOPUTH WUJIHU TOJIBKO O
KaKOU-TO IOYTHU 6eCIUIOTHOU JIF0OBY, WU TOJIb-
KO O TOM, UTO HasbhIBaeTCd CTPaCThI0, UYBCTBEH-
HOCTBHI0. Ero ’ke JIt060Bb ObLjIa HEIIOX0XKa HU Ha
TO, HA Ha fpyroe. YTo UCIBITHIBAJ OH K Hei? To,
4TO Ha3bIBAETCs JIIOO0BbIO, UM TO, UTO Ha3bIBa-
eTcs cTpacThio? Jlyiia KaTu Wi Teso TOBOIMIIO
ero II0YTH [0 OOMOpPOKa, [0 KaKOr0-TO IIpef-
CMepPTHOro 6Jia’KeHCTBa, KOTJa OH pacCTeruBall
ee KOPTOUKY U IIeJI0BaJI ee TPyZAb, PAXiCKU IIpe-
JIECTHYI0 U JeBCTBEHHYIO, PACKpPBITYI0 C Ka-
KOU-TO AYIIy IIOTPsICAIOIeil IIOKOPHOCTHIO, 6ec-
CTBITHOCTBHIO YUCTEMUIIIell HEBUHHOCTHU?



IV

Ha Bce 00JIbIIIe MEeHsIaCh.

Ycrex Ha saK3aMeHe MHOTO 3HaumJI. M Bce-
TaK{ OBIM Ha TO ¥ KaKHUe-TO Jpyrye IIPUYUHEI.

Kak-To cpasy mpeBpaTuiachk KaTd ¢ HaCTYII-
JIeHHeM BeCHBI KaK OBl B KaKy-TO MOJIO/IEHB-
KyI0 CBETCKYIO JaMy, HapsgHyI0 H BCe KyZAa-To
cIielainyr. MuTe Teleps IIPOCTO CTBIIHO OBLIO
3a CBOM TeMHBIM KOPHUOP, KOIZa OHa IIpHes’Ka-
Jla, — Tellepb OHa He IIPUXOJUJIA, a BCeraa IIpHU-
e3»KaJla, — KOIZla OHa, IIIypIlla IIeJKOM, O6BICTPO
IIJIa 110 3TOMY KOPHZO0PY, OIIYCTHB Ha JIHI0 BY-
albKy. Tellepb OHa ObIBajIa HEM3MEHHO HeE)KHA C
HHUM, HO HEM3MEHHO OIla3/blBajla ¥ COKpalaia
CBHJIaHHs, TOBOPS, UTO € OIIATh HaZJ0 eXaThb C
MaMOH K IIOPTHHXe.

— [loHuMaemb, ¢QpaHTUM HalpoIlaayrw! —
TOBOpHJIA OHA, KPYTJIO, BECEeJIO U YAUBJIEHHO 0JIe-
CTS TJIa3aMH, OTJIMYHO IIOHHUMas, UYTO MHUTI He
BEpUT ey, U BCe-TaKHU roBOps, TaK KaK TOBOPUTh
Tellepb CTaJI0 COBCEM He 0 YeM.

M numnky oHa Tellepb IIOYTH HUKOIZA He
CHHMaJla, ¥ 30HTHKa He BEIIIyCKaJla U3 PYK, Ha
OTJIeTe CHJA Ha KpoBaTH MHTH K C yMa CBOJAL



ero CBOMMU UKpaMU, OOTIHYTHIMU II1eJIKOBBIMU
qyJIKaMH. A Ilepef; TeM KaK yexaTb U CKasaTb,
UTO HbIHUYE BEUepOM ee OIIITh He OyzeT JoMa, —
OISITh HAJl0 K KOMY-TO C MaMOI! — OHa HeH3-
MEHHO IIpOJiesIbIBajia OLHO U TO JKe, C IBHOU Ile-
JIbIO OypauuTh €ro, HarpaJuTh 3a BCe €ro «IJIy-
IIble», KaK OHa BbIpa’kajlach, My4deHUs: IIPUTBOP-
HO-BOPOBCKHU B3IJISI[[bIBajla Ha JBEPb, COCKAJIb-
3pIBajla C KpOoBaTU U, BUJILHYB OefpaMu II0 ero
HOTaM, TOBOpPUJIA IIOCIEIIHBIM IITeII0TOM:
— Hy, 1iesyit >xe MeHs!



\'

I/I B KOHIIe anpesd MUTA HaKOHeI pellni JaTh
ce6e OT[BIX U yeXaTh B [IepeBHIO.

OH CcOBepIlIeHHO 3aMy4ua U cebsa u Katro, u
MyKa 3Ta ObljIa TeM HeCTepIIuMee, UTO KaK 6yATo
He ObLJI0O HUKaKUX IIPUYUH JIJI1 Hee: 4YTO B CaMOM
Ilejie CJIy4YUJIIOCH, B yeM BHHOBaTa Kata? 1 oxHa-
Xapl KaTsg, ¢ TBepAOCTBI0 OTYAagHHU, CKasasa
eMy:

— [Jla, yes»kai, ye3»Kai, s 60Jbllle He B CHIax!
HaM Haz0 BpeMeHHO pacCTaThCs, BBIACHUTDL Ha-
1T OTHOIIeHMud. THI cTajl TakK XyJ, YTO MaMa
y6e’kzeHa, 4To y Tebs 4axXxoTKa. S 60JIbIlle He MO-
ry!

U oTwe3n Mutu 6bL1 peltteH. Ho yes»xan Mu-
Ts, K BeJIHKOMY CBOEMY YAUBJIEHUIO, XOTSI U He
IIOMHS cebsg OT rops, BCe-TaK{ II0UTHU CYACTJIU-
BbIIl. KaK TOJILKO OTBe3[ ObLI pellleH, HeOoXKU-
JAaHHO BEpHYJIOCH BCe IIpeskHee. Belb OH Bce-Ta-
KM CTPaCTHO He XOTeJl BepUTh HHUYEeMy TOMY
y’KaCHOMY, 4YTO HU [HeM, HU HOYbI0 He [1aBajio
eMy II0KOs. I 1oCcTaTOYHO OBLIO MaJIeHIlel IIe-
peMeHBI B KaTe, 4TOOBI OIIITH BCe U3MEHUJIOCH B
ero riasax. A Katdg omdTh cTajia HeskKHa U CTPacT-



Ha y>Xe 0e3 BCIKOIO IIPUTBOPCTBA, — OH YYB-
CTBOBaJI 3TO C 0e30IIMO0YHON YYTKOCTHIO PEB-
HUBBIX HATYpP, U OIATH CTaJ OH CUJETh Y Hee N0
IBYX 4YacoOB HOYHU, U OHATH OBLJIO O UEM TOBO-
PUTH, U UeM OJIM>Ke CTAHOBUJICSA OTHe3]], TeEM BCe
HeJlellee KasaJjach pasyyKa, HaJloOOHOCTb «BBISC-
HUTB OTHOIIIeHUsd». Pa3 KaTd garke sariakajia, —
a OHa HHUKOIJa He ILIaKajla,— M 39TH CJIe3bl
BAPYT CHeJald ee CTPallHO POAHOI0 €My, IIPOH-
3WJIU €r0 YyBCTBOM OCTPOM >KaJIOCTU U KaK OY/I-
TO KaKOM-TO BUHBI ITepe/ Hell.

Mate KaTu B Hayajle MIOHS ye3’kajla Ha Bce
JieTo B KpeIM U yBO3MJIa U ee ¢ COO0M. Pervin
BCTPeTUTbCA B Mucxope. MUTA TOXe TOJKEH
ObLT IIpHexaTb B MuCXop.

U oH cobupascsd, gesan IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS K
O0The3y, XOAWJ II0 MOCKBe B TOM CTPaHHOM
OIIbIHEHUH, KOTOpoe ObIBaeT, KOIrJa 4YeJ0BeEK
elle 60p0 AEpP)KUTCI Ha HOTaX, HO yKe 0oJieH
KaKOHM-TO TsDKeJsoM 60Jsie3HbI0. OH OBLI 00JIe3-
HeHHO, IILIHO HecuacTeH U BMeCTe ¢ TeM 060Jies-
HEeHHO CYaCTJIUB, pacTporaH BO3BPaTUBIIIEICH
6si3ocThi0 KaTH, ee 3a60TJIMBOCTHI0 K HEMY, —
OHa Jake XOAWJa C HUM IIOKYyHIaThb JOPO’KHbIE
peMHM, TOYHO OHa ObLIa ero HeBeCTa WU Ke-



Ha, — W BOOOIIle BO3BPaTOM IIOYTHU BCErO TOTO,
UTO HaIlOMHHAJIO IlepBOoe BpeMs HX JIH60BU. U
TaK >Ke BOCIIDHHUMaJI OH U BCe OKpy’Karolee, —
Z0OMa, YJIUIIBI, UAYIUX U eAyIUX 110 HUM, II0I0-
Iy, BCe BpeMs I10-BeCeHHeMY XMYPHBIIIYIOCS, 3a-
Iax IBUIA U JOXKIs, [IePKOBHBIM 3allax TOIIOJIEH,
pacIyCTUBIIUXCA 3a 3a60paMU B IlepeyJIKax: Bce
TOBOPHUJIO O TOpeYyd pasyKd M O CIaJOCTH Ha-
IeXXIbl Ha JIeTO, Ha BCcTpeuy B KphbIMy, Ife yxxe
HUYTO He OyfieT MelllaTb M BCe OCYILECTBUTCA
(X0Td OH ¥ He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO BCe).

B meHb oThesnma 3salles IIPOCTUThCA IIpoTa-
coB. Cpe THMHA3HUCTOB CTAPIINUX KJIACCOB, Cpe-
IO CTY[EeHTOB HEPeJKO BCTPEYAITCs IOHOIIIY,
yCBOUBILIMEe cebe MaHepy Jep)KaTbCid C J06pO-
IOYILIHO-YyIPIOMOM HaCMeIIMBOCTBIO, C BUJIOM Ye-
JIOBEKA, KOTOPBIM CTapIlle, OILITHEe BCeX Ha CBe-
Te. TakoB 6BLI U IIpoTacoB, OAVMH M3 OJIMDKAU-
IIUX IIpuATeseldd MHUTH, eJUHCTBEHHBIM HAaCTO-
AIMUA [PYyT €ero, 3HABIIWKM, HeCMOTPs Ha BCIO
CKPBITHOCTb, MOJIYa/IMBOCTE MHUTH, BCe TaMHEI
ero Jr06BU. OH IJIAfies], Kak MUTA 3aBgI3bIBaJI Ue-
MOJiaH, BU/JeJ, KaK TPSCIHCH €r0 PYKH, II0TOM C
IPYCTHOM MYZPOCTBI0 YXMBIIBHYJICA U CKa3aJl:

— YucTele BB [eTH, IIPOCTH rocmogu! A 3sa



BCeM TeM, JIt06e3HBIM Mou Beprep mu3 Tam60Ba,
BCe Ke II0pa ObI IIOHATH, YTO KaTa ecThb mpexxze
BCero TUIIMYHeNIllee >KEHCKOe eCTeCTBO U 4TO
caM IIOJIMIleIMeNiCTep HHUUYero ¢ 3TUM He II0JeJIa-
eT. Thl, eCTeCTBO MY>KCKOe, Jie3elllb Ha CTeHY,
IIpebsaBIIselllb K Hel BbIco4alllve Tpe60BaHUS
UHCTHUHKTA IPOJI0JDKEeHUS poza, U, KOHEYHO, BCe
CHe COBEepIIIeHHO 3aKOHHO, Jla)ke B HEKOTOPOM
CMBICJIE CBAIIleHHO. Tesio TBOe eCTh BBICIIUU pa-
3yM, KaK CIIpaBe/JINBO 3aMeTUJI repp Hurre. Ho
3aKOHHO U TO, YTO ThI Ha 3TOM CBSIIIeHHOM ITyTHU
MOXKeIllb cJ0MaTh cebe 1er0. ECTh ke ocobu B
MUpe >KUBOTHOM, KOUM JlaKe II0 IITATy I10JIara-
eTcs IUIaTUTh [IeHOM CO6CTBEHHOIO CYILleCTBOBA-
HUS 32 CBOM IIEPBBIM U ITOCJIEIHUMN JIFOOOBHBIN
aKkT. Ho Tak Kak [yig TebGsl 3TOT IITAT, BEPOSATHO,
He COBCEM YK 00sg3aTesieH, TO CMOTPU B 0064, I10-
Oeperaii cebsg. Boobmie, He cremu. «HHKep
[IIMUT, YeCTHOe CJI0BO, JIETO BO3BpaTUTCH!» CBeT
He JIBIKOM IIIUT, He KJIMHOM Ha Kate cormesics.
BiKy 110 TBOUM YCHIUAM 3ayIINUTh YeMO/aH,
4TO THI C 3TUM COBEpPIIEHHO He COIJIaCeH, 4YTO
9TOT KJIMH Tebe BecbMa Jito6e3eH. Hy, ripoctu 3a
HeIIPOIIIeHbIN COBeT — U Jla XpaHUT Tebs HUKo-
Jla-yrOJTHUK CO BCeMU IIPUCHBIMU ero!



A xorpa IIpoTtacos, TUCHYB MuUTe pyKY, VIIIeJ,
Murtd, 3aTATHBasg B PeMHHU IIOAYIIIKY H OZesiIo,
yCJIBIXaJl B CBOE OTKPBITOE BO BOP OKHO, KaK 3a-
rpeMes1, IIpo0ys TOJIOC, CTYHEHT, >KUBIIHUI Ha-
IIPOTHUB, YUUBIIIHUMICA IIEHUI0 U YIIPAKHABIITHUNCA
C yTpa 1o Beuepa, — 3arei «A3py». Torga Murta
3aCIIelInI C PeMHIMH, 3aCTerHyJI MX KakK IIOIIa-
JIO, CXBaTHJI KapTy3 M Iolreg Ha KHCIOBKY, —
IIPOCTUTLCA ¢ MaTepblo Katu. MOTHUB H CJIOBa
IIeCHH, KOTOPYIO 3allesI CTYAEeHT, TaK HaCTONYH-
BO 3BY4YaJIA U IIOBTOPSA/IHCHL B HEM, YTO OH HE BH-
JileJ1 HU YJINII, HU BCTPEUYHEIX, IITeJI ellle IbsHee,
4yeM XOJHJI BCe IIOCIeJHHEe THU. B camoM pelie
OBLJIO IIOXO0’Ke Ha TO, YTO CBET KJIMHOM COLLIeJICs,
4TO I0HKep IIIMHT M3 IKCTOJIETa XOUYET 3acTpe-
JauTbed! Hy, 94To 2K, COIIesICsS TaK COIIesICcd, AyMaJl
OH U OIIITH BO3BPAIAJICA K IIeCHE O TOM, KaK, I'y-
JIA TI0 cajly ¥ «Kpacoi CBOeM CHssd», BCTpedasia
[I0Yb CyJITaHa B Cajy YepPHOI0 HEBOJILHHKA, KO-
TOPBIX CTOAI Y QOHTaHA «bJyieHee CMEPTU», KaK
OJHAa KBl CIIPOCHJIA OHA €r0, KTO OH U OTKYyZa, U
KaK OTBETHJI OH e, HauaB 3JI0Bellle, HO CMHPEH-
HO, C YTPIOMOM IIPOCTOTOM:

— 3o08ycb Mazomemom x...



1M KOHYHMB BOCTOP>KEHHO-TPAarm4deCKHM BOII-
JIEM:

— A u3 poda 6edHblX A3pos,
Ionarobus, mvl ymupaem!

Katsa omeBasiach, 4TOOBI €XaTh Ha BOK3aJI IIPO-
BO’KaTh €ro, JIACKOBO KpPHKHYyJIa €My M3 CBOeH
KOMHATBI, — U3 KOMHATEL, I7ie OH IIPOBEJI CTOJIb-
KO He3a0BEeHHBIX YacoB! — YTO OHa NPHMET K
IIepBOMYy 3BOHKY. Mwuas, mobpas >KeHIIMHa C
MaIMHOBLIMH BOJIOCAMH CHJIeJIa OJHA, KypHa 1
OYeHb IPYCTHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Hero, — OHa, Be-
POSITHO, BCe JaBHO IIOHKMaJIa, 060 BCeM JI0rajbl-
Basiack. OH, BeChb aJIbI¥, BHYTPEHHE IPO’Kalllhi,
TIIOLIeJIOBAJI ee HeXKHYI0 U APS6JIyI0 PYKY, I10-ChI-
HOBBM CKJIOHHB IOJIOBY, H OHAa C MaTepPHHCKOM
JIACKOM HECKOJILKO pa3 II0IleI0Bajia ero B BUCOK
U IIepeKpecTHIa.

— X, MIJIbIH, — C HECMEeJIOUN YJILIOKOM CKasa-
Jla OHa cyI0BaMH I'prboenoBa, — XKUBUTE-Ka CMe-
sace! Hy, XpucToc ¢ BaMH, I10e3KauTe, I10e3Kal-
Te...



Vi

C,I(EJIaB BCe TO IIOCIe[Hee, YTO HY>KHO OBLIO
cresaTb B HOMepax, VJIOKUB CBOU Bellld B
KPUBYI0 HM3BO3YHUYBLIO IIPOJIETKY IIPU IIOMOILA
KOPUOPHOT0, OH HaKOHeI] HeJIOBKO yCeJICsI BO3-
JIe HUX, TPOHYJICA ¥ TOTYAC ’Ke II0YYBCTBOBAJI TO
ocoboe, UTO OXBaThIBaeT IIPU OTbe3ne, — KOH-
4yeH (M HaBCer[la) U3BECTHHIN CPOK KU3HU! — U
BMeCTe C TeM BHe3aIlIHYI0 JIETKOCTh, HaJle>Ky Ha
HavasIo 4ero-To HoBOoro. OH HECKOJIbKO YCIIOKO-
uiacad U 6ofipee, Kak Obl HOBBIMHU IJIa3aMHU CTall
IIA71eTb BOKpyr. KoHer, mmpoiaii MockBa U Bce,
YTO IIepeXuTo B Hel! HakpanblBasio, XMYpPH-
JIOCh, B IIepeyJIKax ObLIO IIYCTO, OYJIBDKHUK OBLT
TeMeH U OJiecTeJsl, KaK >KeJIe3HBIM, joMa CTOSLJIN
HeBeceJIble, Ipsi3Hble. FI3BO3UUK Be3 C MYUYUTe Ib-
HOM HeCIIeIITHOCTHI0 U TO U [1eJI0 3aCTaBJIsI MU-
TI0O OTBOPAaYMBATLCS M CTapaTbCAd He [BIIIATh.
ITpoexasmu Kpemib, 1oTOM IIOKPOBKY U OIIITh
CBEPHYJIU B IIepeyJIKH, Ife B cajaX XPHUILIO Opa-
Jla K IO’KII0 U K Beuepy BOPOHA, a Bce jXe ObLIa
BeCHAa, BeCEHHUH 3amax Bo3gyxa. Ho BOT Hako-
HelJ foexayy, ¥ MUTS 6eroM KHUHYJICS 38 HOCUJIb-
IIIUKOM IIO JIFOJHOMY BOK3aJIy, Ha IIePPOH, II0TOM



Ha TPeTUH IyTh, I7e yKe ObLI TOTOB JJIMHHBIN U
TSDKEJIBIA KYPCKUU 1moe3n. U U3 BCell OrpOMHOM
1 6e300pa3sHOM TOJIIIBI, OCa’KAaBIIIeN I10e3], U3-
3a BCeX HOCHUJIBIIMKOB, C TPOXOTOM U IIpeyIIpe-
KIAIOMUMU IIOKPUKUBAHUSIMU KaTUBIIUX Te-
JIE)KKHU C BelllaMH{, OH MTHOBEHHO BBIJ[eJINJI, YBU-
JaJI TO, UTO, «Kpacoi CBOEH CHUsA», OMUHOKO CTO-
S1JI0 BJAJIA U KasajloCh COBEPIIIEHHO O0COOBIM CY-
L1eCTBOM He TOJIBKO BO BCe 3TOM TOJIIIe, HO U BO
BCeM MmUpe. Y>Ke IIpOOMJI IIepBBIN 3BOHOK, — Ha
9TOT pas oIlo3Jas OH, a He Katda. OHa TporarTeJs-
HO IIpyexaJia paHbIlle ero, OHa ero >Kaajaa U Ku-
HyJIaCch K HEMY OIISITH C 3a00TJIMBOCTBHIO KEHBI
HUJIU HEeBEeCTHI:

— Muielif, 3aHUMaM ckopee Mecrto! Celfuac
BTOPOX 3BOHOK!

A 110C/IE BTOPOTO 3BOHKA OHA ellle TporaTeJlb-
Hee CTOsJIa Ha IUIaTGopMe, CHU3Y TJI/id Ha Hero,
CTOSIBIIIETO B [IBepsIX TPeTheKJIACCHOI0 BaroHa,
yKe OGUTKOM HaOUTOro W BOHIOUero. Bce B Hel
OBLIO IIpeJIeCTHO, — ee MIUJIOE, XOPOIIIeHbKOe JIU-
UUKO, ee HeOOoIbIIasd QUTYpPKa, ee CBeKeCThb, MO-
JIOIOCTB, I7le >KeHCTBEHHOCTH ellle Melllajgach C
[eTCKOCTBI0, ee BBepX IIOJHATHIE CUSIOIIME IJIa-
3a, ee rosrybas CKpoOMHas IIUIAIIKa, B U3TU6ax KO-



TOpPOM 6bL/Ia HEKOTOpask U3IiHAasA 3aJ0PHOCTD, U
Jlake ee TeMHO-CEPBIM KOCTIOM, B KOTOPOM MU-
TS ¢ 060’KaHMeM YyBCTBOBaJI Jjlake MaTepUI0 U
mIeJK HOAK/JAagKU. OH CTOSI XYIOM, HeCKJIa-
HBIH, Ha JJOPOTY OH HaJleJl BLICOKHUE I'PYyObIe CaIlo-
IT¥ U CTapyl KYpPTKY, IIyTOBUIIbI KOTOPOMN OBLIU
00TepThl, KpacHenu Menbr. I Bce-raku Kats
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero HeIIPUTBOPHO JIHOAIIUM U
TPYCTHLIM B3IJIAAOM. TpeTHil 3BOHOK Tak
HEOXXHUJaHHO U pe3K0 YyZapHj II0 CepAly, 4YTo
Murtsg pUHYyJICA C IUIOIIQJKM BaroHa Kak 6e3yM-
HBIH, U TaK >Xe 0e3yMHO, C y>KaCOM KHUHYJach K
HeMmy HaBcTpeuy Kats. OH IIpuIasl K ee 1epyar-
Ke ¥, BCKOYMB Ha3aJl, B BaroH, CKBO3b CJIe3bl 3a-
MaxaJl e KapTy30M C HEeHMCTOBBIM BOCTOPIOM, a
OHAa IIOAXBaTHWJIAa PYKOM 06Ky U IIOILIbLIA BMe-
cTe ¢ 1Iw1aTGOPMOM Hasal, BCe ellle He CIIyCcKas C
Hero ITOJHATOr0 B3IAfa. OHa IUIbLIA BCE OBICT-
pee, BeTep BCe CHUJIbHee TpeIlaJ BOJIOCHI BBICY-
HYBIIIeTrocs U3 OKHa MUTH, a I1apOB03 PaCXO/MI-
cs Bce 1Mb4e, Bce OecIioliafHee, HAaTJIbIM, YIPO-
JKalollluM peBOM Tpebys IIyTel, — U BAPYT TOU-
HO COpBAaJIO U ee, U KOHeIl IIaTGOPMEL...
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aBHO HaCTYIIWJIU [OJITUe BeCeHHUE CYMEpPKUY,
'ZLTEMHLIG 0T OOJKIEBBIX TYY, TsDKeJbIH BaroH
TPOXO0TAaJ B TOJIOM U IIPOXJIaJHOM II0Jie, — B IIO-
JISIX BeCHa Oblia ellle paHHSAI, — I KOHLYKTO-
pa 0 KOpUJopy BaroHa, CIpalirBas OWUIeThl U
BCTaBJIIA B QOHApPU CBeuH, a MUTS BCe ellle CTO-
sIJI BO3Jjle ApebesryKalllero OKHa, YyBCTBYS 3allax
KaTuHOM IlepyaTKH, OCTaBIINICI Ha ero rybax,
BCe ellle BeCh IIbLIAJI OCTPBIM OTHEM IIOC/IeTHEro
MUra pasjaykKu. 1 Bcd AjIUHHAA MOCKOBCKas 3U-
Ma, CYACTJIMBasi U My4YHUTeJIbHas, IpeoOpasuB-
111as1 BCIO )KU3Hb €T0, BCA ITeJINKOM U y>Ke COBCEM
B KaKOM-TO HOBOM CBeTe BCTaBajia Iiepe HuM. B
HOBOM CBeTe, OIIATh B HOBOM, CTOsLJIa TeIleph IIe-
pen HUM U Kat4... [la, 1a, KTO OHa, YTO OHA Ta-
Koe? A r000BBb, CTPacTh, Ayllla, TeJ0? ITO UTO
Takoe? HUYero sToro HeT, — eCThb YTO-TO LPYIOE,
coBceM qpyroe! BoT 9TOT 3amax mepyaTKU — pPas-
Be 3TO ToXe He KaTs, He Jir060Bb, He AyIlla, He
Test0? U My>KUKH, pabourie B BaroHe, JKeHIIIMHA,
KOTOpas BefleT B OTXO0)Kee MeCTO CBOero 6e3o0-
pasHoro pebeHKa, TYCKJIble CBeYU B Apebesrka-
mux $oHaApPSAX, CYMEPKU B BECEHHUX IYCTHIX IIO-



JIIX — BCe JII000BB, BCe AyIlla, U BCe MyKa, U BCe
HeCcKasaHHas PaJioCThk.

YTpoM 6511 OpeJ, Ilepecajika, IIPOBUHIAAIb-
HBIU 110e3] Bo3Jjle fajJbHel IutaThopMel. 1 Mutsa
IIOYyBCTBOBAJI: KaKOM 3TO IIPOCTOM, CIIOKOHMHBIMN
M POJHOM MHpP II0 CPaBHEHHIO C MOCKOBCKHM,
yoKe OTOLIeJIIMM KyJa-TO B TPHZECATOe Iap-
CTBO, IIEHTPOM KOTOpOro 6bli1a KaTd, Temephb Ta-
Kasgd Kak OyATO OAWHOKafA, >KaJKas, JHbumas
TOJIBKO He)XKHO! [lake He60, Koe-Ifie II0JMa3aH-
Hoe 6J1eJHOM CHHEeBOU 0>K/eBbIX 00JIaKOB, fake
BeTep TYT IIpollle U CIIoKoMHee... [Toesn 13 OpJia
IIIeJI He cIielrra, MUTS He cIIella eJsI TYJIbCKHUH IIe-
YaTHBIN IIPIHUK, CHASA B IIOYTH ITyCTOM BaroHe.
[ToToM moe3z, pa3oIlescs X YMOTaJl, YCHIIIUII €To0.

ITpocHyJica OH TOJIBKO B BepxoBke. I1oe3[ cTo-
s1J1, 6B1JI0 JOBOJILHO MHOTOJIFOJHO U CYyeTJIMBO, HO
TO>Ke KaK-TO 3aX0JIyCTHO. [IpHATHO I1aXJI0 YaZioM
CTaHIIMOHHON KYXHH. MHUTH C YyI0BOJILCTBHUEM
CheJI TapeJsIKy Ied U BBIINUI OYTBLIKY IIMBA, I10-
TOM OIIATh 3a/ipeMaJl, — IJIyboKas yCTaJl0CTh Ha-
Iajia Ha Hero. A KOIZia OH OIIITH OYHYJICH, II0e3]
MyaJicd II0 BeCeHHeMy 0epe3oBOMY JIecy, yiKe
3HaKOMOMY, Ilepe[ II0caeHel cTaHuen. OaTh
II0-BECEHHEMY CyMpaydHO TeMHEeJIO, B OTKPBITOE



OKHO IIaxJIO JOXKAEM U Kak OyaTo rpubamu. Jlec
CTOSLTI ellle COBCEM TOJIBIH, HO BCe JKe IPOX0TaHbe
Ioe3zia 0T/laBaIoCh B HEM OTYeT/IUBee, UeM B II10-
Jle, a BIaJlU y)Ke MeJIbKaIid I10-BeCeHHeMY IIe-
JaJIbHble OTOHBKU CTAaHIIUU. BOT U BBICOKUH 3e-
JIEHBIH OTOHBL ceMadopa, — OCOOEHHO IIpeJIecT-
HBIM B TaKue CyMepKd B 6epe3oBOM IOJIOM JIe-
Cy, — U II0e3[l CO CTYKOM CTaJI IIepeXOJUTh Ha
OPYIO# IIyTh... BoXKe, KaK II0-lepeBeHCKH KaJI0K
U MWI pabOTHHUK, >KAYIIUM Gapuyka Ha ILIaT-
dopme!

CyMepKH U Ty4YH BCe CIYIIaJIKCh, II0Ka eXalu
OT CTaHIIAHU II0 OOJIBIIIOMY Cejly, TOXKe ellle Be-
CeHHeMy, I'pg3HOMY. Bce TOHYJIO B 3TUX HEOOBIK-
HOBEHHO MATKUX CyMepKax, B IJIybo4aMIllell TU-
IIIMHEe 3eMJIH, TEeIJIOM HOYM, CJIHBIIEICS C TeM-
HOTOU HeolIpeleJIeHHBIX, HU3KO HABUCIIUX JJ07K-
IeBBIX TYY, U OIIATH MUTS JUBUJICA U PaJ0BaJICA:
Kak CIIOKOMHa, IIPOCTa, ybora JiepeBHs, ITU I1aXy-
4yre KypHbIe U305l y>Ke JaBHO CIIdiue, — ¢ bia-
roBellleHbsl JoOphle JIIOAU He B3yBalOT OTHS, —
M KaK XOpOIIIO B 3TOM TeMHOM M TEIUJIOM CTell-
HoM Mupe! TapaHTac HBIPSUI 110 yXabam, I10 Ips-
34, AyOBI 3a OBOPOM 60TaTOro MY’>KHKa BBICH-
JIUCH eIlle COBCEM Harve, HeIIpUBETJIUBLIE, Uep-



HeJIM TPauYUHBIMU THe3laMU. Y U30bI CTOSUI U
BIVIIIBIBAJICS B CYyMpaK CTpPaHHBIM, KaK OyATO U3
IPEBHOCTH MY>KHK: 60Chle HOTH, pBaHbBIN apMIK,
O6apaHbs I1allKa Ha JJIMHHBIX IIPSIMBIX BOJIOCAX...
W r1omresn TeIIBIM, CJIALOCTHBIN, YIIIUCTHIN
DOKIb. MUTS IoAyMaJl O AeBKaxX, 0 MOJIOABIX Oa-
0ax, CIAIIHUX B 9THX H306aX, 060 BCEM TOM >KEH-
CKOM, K YeMy OH IIpuOJIM3UICA 3a 3UMy ¢ KaTel,
U BCe CJIWJIOCH B 0OHO — KaT4, feBKU, HOUb, BEC-
Ha, 3aIlax [0K[d, 3allaX pacliaXaHHOM, TOTOBOM
K OIUIOJIOTBOPEHUI0 3eMJIM, 3allaX JIOIIaJUHOTO
II0Ta W BOCIIOMHWHAaHIeE 0 3allaxe JIAMKOBOH IIEp-
YaTKH.



VIl

B IepeBHe )XKM3Hb Havajlach JHIMU MUPHBIMY,
oYapoBaTeILHLIMU.

Houblo 110 IIyTH CcO cTaHIUU KaTsg Kak 6yaTo
IIOMepKJIa, pacTBOPUWIAacCh BO BCEM OKpPY’Kalo-
meM. Ho HeT, 3TO TOJIBKO TaK II0Ka3asoCh U Ka-
3aJI0Ch ellle HECKOJIbKO THel, I0Ka MUTSI OTCHI-
HaJICs, IIPUXOIUI B ce6s1, IIPUBBIKAJ K HOBU3HE C
[leTCTBa 3HaKOMBIX BIleUaTJ/IEHUM POJHOIO 0Ma,
IepeBHU, [IepeBeHCKOM BEeCHBI, BeCeHHel Haro-
THI ¥ IIyCTOTHI MUPA, OIIATH YHUCTO U MOJIOZO TO-
TOBOTO K HOBOMY pacIIBeTY.

Vcapgnba Oplta HebGoJIbIAs, JOM CTapblii U
He3aTeMIUBBIN, X03AUCTBO HECJIOXKHOE, He Tpe-
Oyrolee 6OJIBIIION ABOPHU, — KU3Hb AJI1 MUTHU
Hauasiach Tuxasd. CecTtpa AHS, BTOPOKJIACCHU-
ja-TUMHAa3UCTKa, U 6paT KocTd, IIOAPOCTOK-Ka-
IeT, 6bLIU ellfe B OpJie, YUUIIUCH, JOJ/DKHBI OBLIN
IpuexaTh He paHbllle Hayajaa UoHA. MaMa, OJIb-
ra IleTpoBHa, ObLJIa, KaK BCEr/la, 3aHSATA XO3SHU-
CTBOM, B KOTOPOM el IIOMOTaJI TOJIbLKO ITPHKas-
YUK, — CTapoCTa, KaK HasbIBaJIMU €ro Ha IBOP-
He, — YacTo ObIBajla B II0JIe, JIOKWJIACh CHATh,
KaK TOJILKO TeMHEJIO.



Korma Mwurtg, Ha [pyro¥ OeHL II0 IIpHeE3fe,
IIpOCHaBIINM ABEHAAIaTh YacoB, BLIMBITBEINA, BO
BCEM YUCTOM, BEIIIIEJ U3 CBOeI COJTHEUHOM KOM-
HaThl, — OHA ObLIa OKHaMH B CaJl, HA BOCTOK, —
U IIPOIIeJI II0 BCeM IPYTUM, OH >KMBO UCIIBITAT
YyBCTBO UX POACTBEHHOCTH W MHPHOU, YCIIOKa-
UBAIOIIEN U AYIIY U TeJI0 IPOCTOTHL. Be3zme Bce
CTOSJI0O Ha CBOMX IIPUBBIYHBIX MeCTaX, KaK U
MHOIO JIeT TOMY HasaJ, W TaK >Ke 3HAKOMO H
IPUSATHO I1aXJI0; Be3Je K ero Ipuesny Bce ObLIO
OpubpaHo, BO BCeX KOMHATaX OBLIM BBIMBITHI
II0JIBI. /IOMBIBAJIN TOJIBKO 3aJI, IPUMBIKABIIINH K
IIPUXO0Kel, K JTaKeMCKOM, KaK ee Ha3bIBaIH ellfe
0 cuX mop. BecHyiryaTas geBKa, IIOJEHIUIIA C
IlepeBHH, CTOs/Ia Ha OKHe BO3Jjie JBeped Ha OaJl-
KOH, TAHYJAach K BepXHeMYy CTeKJy, CO CBUCTOM
IpOTHpas ero U 0Tpa’kasiCh B HIDKHUX CTeKJIaX
CUHEIIUM, KakK Obl JaJeKuM, OTpakKeHHEeM.
F'opHuuHag Ilapaiia, BEITAIIUB GOJIBIIYIO TPSII-
Ky U3 Befipa C ropsiyeil BogoM, 6ocas, 6es10HOras,
111714 10 3aJIMTOMY IT0JIy Ha MaJIEHbKUX IATKaX U
CKasajla JIpy,KeCTBEHHO-Pas3BI3HOM CKOPOTOBOP-
KO, BBITHUpAas II0T C pasTOpPeBIIIErocs JIUIlA CTU-
O60M 3aCy4YeHHOU PyKU:

— HpuTe KylraiTe yaii, MaMallla ellle 10 CBe-



Ty yeXaJId Ha CTaHITUI0 CO CTapOCTOM, BBl HEG0CH
H He CJIbIXaJIH...

H ToTuac >xe KaTs BJIaCTHO HAaIIOMHHJIA O Ce-
0e: MuTs ImoriMaJsl ce0s1 Ha BOXKIEJIEHHUH K 3TOU
3aCy4YeHHOH JKeHCKOU pyKe U K KeHCTBEHHOMY
U3ruby TAHYBIIENCS BBepX [eBKU Ha OKHE, K ee
I00Ke, II07] KOTOPYH KpeOmKUMU TyMOOYKaMU
YXOOUJIN TOJIble HOTH, U C PafoCThI0 OIIYTUJI
BJIaCTh KaTy, CBOIO IIPHUHAJIEXKHOCTD e, II0UYB-
CTBOBAJI ee TallHOe IPUCYTCTBUE BO BCEX BIIe-
YaTJeHUAX 3TOTO yTpa.

W mipucyTcTBHE 3TO YyBCTBOBAJIOCH BCE JKU-
Bee UM )KUBee C Ka’KIbIM HOBBIM JHEM U CTaHOBU-
JIOCH BCe IIpeKpacHee, II0 Mepe TOr0 Kak Mura
OPUXOAWJI B cebs, yCIIoKauBaJICcd U 3a0bIBaJl Ty,
O0OBIKHOBeHHYI0, KaTr, koTopass B MOCKBe Tak
YacTo U TaK MYUYHUTeJbHO He CIMBajach ¢ Kare,
CO3IaHHOM ero >KeJIJaHHUEM.



IX

epBBIM pa3 >XUJI OH Tellepb JJOMa B3POCJIBIM,

C KOTOPBIM Jake MaMa JepsKajaach KakK-TO
HHaue, YyeM IIpe’kze, a IJIaBHOe, )KHUJI C IIepBOH
HaCTOdII[eH JIIDO0BBIO B JyIIle, YKe OCYILeCTBIIAL
TO caMoe, Yero BTairHe >K/aJI0 BCe ero CyIecTBo
C IeTCTBA, C OTPOYECTBa.

Eme B MilafieHYecTBe IUBHO M TaWMHCTBEHHO
IIeBeJIbHYJIOCh B YeM HeUTO HeBbIpasuMoOe Ha
4eJI0OBeYeCKOM s3bIKe. Korja-To u Ije-To, JOJDK-
HO OBITB, TO’Ke BeCHOMH, B Cafly, BO3Jie KyCTOB CH-
PeHH, — 3alIOMHHJICA OCTPBIM 3amax IIITaHCKHUX
MyX, — OH, COBCeM MaJIeHbKHH, CTOSJI C Ka-
KOM-TO MOJIOZIOH KeHIITUHOU, — BEPOITHO, C CBO-
el HIHBKOM, — U BJAPYT YTO-TO TOYHO 03aPHJIOCH
Iepeji HUM HeGeCHBIM CBETOM, — He TO JIMIO ee,
He TO capadaH Ha II0JIHOM IPYAH, — U YTO-TO I0-
psAYel BOJIHOM IIPOIILIO, B3BITPAJIO B HEM, MCTHH-
HO KaK JUTA BO YypeBe MaTepH... Ho To 6B110 Kak
BO cHe. Kak BO CHe 6BLIO U BCe, UTO OBLJIO IIO-
TOM, — B [eTCTBe, OTpOYeCTBe, B TMMHa3Uye-
CKHe rofpl. belyIu Kakue-TO 0coOble, HU Ha YTO He
II0X0’KHEe BOCXHII[EHUSI TO OJHOM, TO JPYroi Hu3
TeX [eBOYeK, KOTOphle IIpHe3Kalh CO CBOMMH



MaTepsIMH Ha ero JeTCKHe IIpasgHUKU, TalHoe
’KaJiHOoe JII0OOIBITCTBO K KaKIOMY [IBHIKEHUIO
3TOTO UapYIOIero, ToXKe HU Ha UTO He IT0X0XKEero
MaJIeHbKOI'0 CyIlleCTBa B IUIAThbHUIlE, B GalliMay-
Kax, ¢ 6aHTOM IIIeJIKOBOM JIEHTEI Ha TOJIOBKE. BEI-
Jo (3TO yXKe II037HEe, B TyOEPHCKOM TOpoZe)
IUINBIIIEeCS IIOUTH BCKO OCEHBb M y>Ke ropaszo 60-
Jlee CO3HaTeJIbHOe BOCXUIIleHHEe THMHAa3HCTOY-
KO, 4acTo IIOABJIABIIIENCS II0 BeuepaM Ha Jiepe-
Be 3a 3a00pOM coCefHero caja: ee pe3BOCThb, Ha-
CMeIIUIMBOCTh, KOPUUYHEBOe IIaThbUIle, KPYIJIbIA
rpebeIlloK B BOJIOCAX, IPA3HbIe PYYKH, CMeX,
3BOHKHUM KPHUK, — BCe OBLIO TAaKOBO, 4TO MUTH
IyMaJl 0 Hel ¢ yTpa [0 Beuepa, TPyCTUI, II0POI0
Iaske IIaKaJl, HEYTOJIMMO YTO-TO JKeJslasl OT Hee.
IToToM M 3TO Kak-TO caMO COO00M KOHUMJIOCH, 3a-
OBLIIOCH, U OBLJIH HOBBIE, 00JIee MJIM MEHee 0JI-
TUe, — U OIITh-TaKU COKPOBEHHLBIE, — BOCXHUII[E-
HUS, OBLJIM OCTPhIE PALOCTH M TOPeCcTH BHe3all-
HOHM BJIIO6JIEHHOCTH Ha TMMHAa3HYecKHUX Oajax...
OBLIM KaKHe-TO TOMJIEHUS B TeJle, B CepJlle >Ke
CMYTHBIE IIPeIYyBCTBU, O’KUIaHUA Yero-To...
OH poauiIcd U BBIPOC B JIepeBHE, HO THMHA3U-
CTOM IIOHeBOJIe IIPOBOJMJI BECHY B TOPOJE, 3a HC-
KJIIOUeHHWeM O/IHOTO0 r'o/ia, I103aIlpolllIoro, KOTrJa



OH, IIpHeXaB B [lePeBHI0 Ha MacJIeHHUIly, 3aXBO-
paJI ¥, II0IIPaBJIAACh, IIPOOBLI JoMa MapT U I10JIO0-
BUHY alipesyid. JTO ObLIO He3abBeHHOe BpeMsl.
Hepmesu 1Be OH Jieskasl U TOJIBKO B OKHO BH/IeJNI
KaXAbIU leHb MEHSIOIIMECS BMeCTe C yYBeIuye-
HHeM B MUpe TeIlsla U CBeTa Hebeca, CHeT, caf,
ero CTBOJIBI U BeTBU. OH BUJEJ: BOT yTPO, U B
KOMHaTe TaK SIPKO U TeIUIO OT COJIHIIA, YTO yrKe
II0JI3QI0T II0 CTeKJIaM OKHUBAII{e MYXH... BOT
rocyeo0eleHHBIM Yac Ha JPYTOM [eHb: COJIHIIE
3a ZJOMOM, C IPYrOM ero CTOPOHBIL, a B OKHe yiKe
[0 TOJTyOM3HBI OJIeTHBINM BeCEeHHUM CHeTr U KPYII-
Hble OeJible 06JlaKa B CHHEBe, B BepIIIMHAaX Jlepe-
BbEB... a BOT, ellle Yyepe3 ieHb, B 06/1auHOM Hebe
TaKue sIpKUe IIpOTaJIMHbI, U Ha KOpe JiepeBbeB
TaKOM MOKPHIN 6JIeCK, U TaK KaluleT C KPBIIIN
HaJi OKHOM, YTO He HapajyellbCsd, He HarJ-
OUIIbCA... Iloce IIONUIM TeIIble TyMaHBI, [I0-
KM, CHeT PacCIyCTUJIO U CheJI0 B HECKOJIBKO CY-
TOK, TPOHYJIaCh peKa, CTajla pPaZjoCTHO U HOBO
YepHeThb, 00Ha’KaThCAd U B Cafly ¥ Ha JBOpe 3eM-
Jid... 1 Hajloro 3annoMHUICA MUTe OfiUH [IeHb B
KOHIle MapTa, KOI7la OH B IIePBBIM pa3 Iioexas
BepxoM B 1oJsie. He6o He IpKo, HO TaK KUBO, TaK
MOJIOJI0O CBETHUJIOCH B OJieTHBIX, B OeCIIBETHBIX



JlepeBbsIX cajia. B 1moJie elre cBeXXo AyJI0, )KHUBbSA
OBLIM TUKH U PBDKH, a TaM, Ifie Iaxaju, — yxKe
Iaxajay II0fl OBeC, — MAacCJgHHUCTO, C IIePBOOBIT-
HOIM MOIIbI0 YepHeJHM B3MeThl. M OH IleJIMKOM
exaJl II0 3TUM >KHUBBbIM U B3MeTaM K JIeCy U U3-
JlaJieKa BHJeJI er0 B YHCTOM BO3[yXe, — TOJIBIH,
MaJIeHBKHUM, BUJHBIM K3 KOHIIA B KOHELl, — IIO-
TOM CITYCTHJICS B €r0 JIOIJWHBI U 3aIlyMeJI KOIIbI-
TaMH JIOIIaJW II0 TJIYOOKOM IIPOILIOTOfHEeHR
JINCTBE, MeCTaMH COBCEM CYXOH, IIaJIeBOM, Me-
CTaMH MOKPOM, KOPHYHEBOH, IIlepeexasl 3acChl-
IIaHHBIE el0 OBpary, I7ie ellle IIIa I1oJasd Boja, a
U3-TI07;, KYCTOB C TPECKOM BBIPHIBAJIUCH IIPSIMO
M3-TI07, HOT JIOIIa{ CMYTJIO-30JI0ThIE BaJIbIIIHE-
IIpl... YeM ObLiIa 11 HEro BCA 3Ta BeCHa U 0CO-
O0eHHO 3TOT J[ieHb, KOIJla TaK CBEeXKO MAYJIO Ha-
BCTpeuy eMy B IIOJIe, a JIOLIaJb, OZ0JIeBaBIIasA
HaCBII[eHHBIe BJIAarOM >KHUBBLSI M YEpHEIe IIalll-
HH, TaK IIYMHO JABIIIaja IMIMPOKUMU HO3APIMHU,
Xpamsg U peBs HYTPOM C BEJUKOJIEITHON TUKOMI
cuoi? Kasajsioch TOr[a, YTO UIMEHHO 3Ta BeCHa
U 6blIa ero IIepBOM HACTOAIeH JIF000BBIO, [HSH-
MU CIUIOIIHOM BJIIOOJIEHHOCTH B KOIO-TO U BO
4TO0-TO, KOIZa OH JIIOOMJI BCeX I'MMHA3UCTOK U
BCeX 7IeBOK B Mupe. Ho KakuM [ajleKUM Kasa-



JIOCh €My 3TO BpeMs Tellepb! HacKOJIEKO ObLI OH
TOI7a eIlle COBCeM MaJIbYNK, HEBUHHBIM, IIPOCTO-
cep/leuHbIH, 6eTHBI CBOMMHU CKPOMHBIMU IIeYa-
JIIMH, PaioCTAIMU U MeuTaHuUAMu! CHOM WJIH,
CKOpee, BOCIIOMUHAHUEM 0 KaKOM-TO Yy/[eCHOM
CHe ObLIa TOTIa ero 6ecrpeaMeTHas1, 6eCIIOTHAs
JIr060Bb. Tereps ke B Mupe 6bL1a KaTs, 6b11a 11y-
11, 3TOT MUP B ce6e BOILJIOTHUBINIAS ¥ HAJI0 BCEM
HaJl HUM TOP>KeCTBYIOIIasl.



X

0JIBKO pa3 B 9TO IIepBO€e BpeMs HAaIIOMHHJIA O

cebe KaTd 3s1oBe1re.

OfHa’K[bl, II03JHO BedepoM, MUTS BEIIIe Ha
3aJHee KPBUIbIIO0. bBIJI0 0UeHb TeMHO, THUXO, IaX-
JIO CBIPBIM IT0JIeM. H3-3a HOUHBIX 00JIaKOB, Ha[
CMYTHBIMH OUePTaHUSIMH Cafia, CIe3HUINCHL MeJl-
Kue 3Be3[pl. M BAPYT I7le-TO BAAJIHA YTO-TO THKO,
ObSBOJILCKY T'YKHYJIO M 3aKaTHUJIOCH JIaeM, BH3-
roM. MUT4Z B3IPOTHYJI, OILleIIeHEeJs, IIOTOM OCTO-
PO>KHO COIIIeJI C KPBIIBIlA, BOIIEJI B TEMHYI0, KaK
OBI CO BCeX CTOPOH BPak/leOHO CTOPO’KALLYIO €ro
aJIyIero, CHOBa OCTAHOBHMJICS M CTasl >KAATh, CIIY-
IaTh: 4TO 3TO TakKoe, Ifie OHO, — TO, UTO TaK
HEOKHJaHHO H CTpAaIIHO orjacuiao caf? Cely,
JIECHOM IIyray, COBepIIAIOIIUN CBOIO JII0O0Bb, U
6oJIbIlle HUYero, JyMaJl OH, a BeCb 3aMHpaJl Kak
OBl OT HE3PUMOTO IIPUCYTCTBUI B 3TOM ThbMe Ca-
MOTO JbsIBOJIA. M1 BAPYT OIATH pasfajics IyJIKHH,
BCIO MUTHHY JyIIly IOTPSACIIMN BOM, IZe-TO
6JIM3KO, B BepXYIIIKaxX a/UIeH, 3aTpelrasio, 3allly-
MeJI0O — U ABbABOJI 6eCIIIyMHO IIepeHeccs Ky/Aa-To
B Jpyroe MecTo caza. TaM OH cHauasa 3aJIasii,
IIOTOM CTaJl >KaJI00HO, MOJIAIe, KaK pebGeHOK,



HBITh, ILUIaKaTh, XJIONATh KPBIIbSIMHU U KIIEKO-
TaTb C MYYMTeJbHBIM HaCJIKIeHUeM, CTajl
B3BU3TUBAaTh, 3aKaThIBAaTbCI TaKUM epHHYE-
CKMM CMeXOM, TOYHO €ro IeKOTaJau U IIBbITaJIH.
MwuTs, Bech IpOrKa, BIIMJICI B TEMHOTY U TJIa3a-
MU U ciayxoM. Ho [BSBOJI BAPYTr copBajIcs, 3a-
XJ1e6HYJICS U, IpOope3aB TeMHBIH caf| IIpeiCMePT-
HO-UCTOMHBIM BOILZIEM, TOYHO CKBO3b 3€MJIIO
npoBaywicsad. HampacHO IIpo)KZaB BO300OHOBJIE-
HUS 3TOTO JIIOG0OBHOrO yyKaca eIe HeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT, MUTS THUXO BepHYJCS JOMOM — U BCIO
HOYb MYUYMJICS CKBO3b COH BCEMH TeMU 60JIe3-
HEHHBIMU U OTBPATUTEJIbHBIMH MBICIIMU U
YyBCTBAMH, B KOTOpbIe IIpeBpaTUIach B MapTe B
MocKBe ero Jit060Bb.

OfHaKo yTPOM, IIPU COJIHIIE, eT0 HOUHBIE Tep-
3aHUd OBICTPO paccesuinchb. OH BCIIOMHUJII, KakK
3amutakasa KaTs, Korjja OHH TBEpP/O PpeIlIH,
UTO OH JIOJDKeH Ha BpeMs yexaTb M3 MOCKBHI,
BCIIOMHII, C KAKUM BOCTOPTOM OHa yXBaTUJIaCh
3a MBICJIb, UTO OH TO’Ke IIpueieT B KppIM B Haua-
Jle UIOHS, ¥ KaK TpPoraTeJbHO II0MOTaja OHa eEMY
B €r0 IIPUTOTOBJIEHUAX K 0The3/ly, KaK IIPOBOYKa-
Jla OHa ero Ha Bok3aJe... OH BBIHYJI ee $OTOrpa-
¢UIecKy0 KapTOUKY, JTOJITO, SOJITO BIJISABIBAJICS



B ee MaJIeHbKYI0 HapSIAHYI0 TOJIOBKY, [I0pa’kasicCh
YHUCTOTOM, SICHOCTBIO €e IIPSIMOIO, OTKPBITOTrO
(4yTh Kpyrjoro) B3ragza... [IoToM Hammcaa eu
0COOEHHO JINHHOE U 0CO6eHHO CepileqHOe ITHCh-
MO, II0JIHOe Bephl B UX JIF0O0Bb, U OIISITH BO3Bpa-
THJICA K HellpeCTaHHOMY OIIYIIeHUI0 ee JIH0O0B-
HOTO U CBETJIOro IIpeObIBAaHUSI BO BCeM, UeM OH
JKHUJI ¥ paZi0BaJICH.

OH IIOMHWJI, UTO OH MCIIBITAJ, KOIZa yMep
oTell, [eBATH JIeT TOMy Ha3ajd. ITO OBLII0O TOXKe
BeCHOU. Ha fapyroil feHb IIOCJIe 3TOU CMEPTH,
po6Ko, ¢ HeJoyMeHHeM U y>KacoM IIPOM/d 110 3a-
JIy, TLle C BBICOKO IIOJHATOU TPYABI0 U CJIOKEH-
HBIMU Ha Hel OOJIBIIUMU OJIefHBIMU pPyKaMU
JieKasl Ha CToJle, YepHeJI CBOeM CKBO3HOM 60Po-
0¥ 1 GeJsies1 HOCOM HapsDKeHHBIN B BOPSHCKUMN
MYHAUP OTell, MUTS BBIIIeJl Ha KPbUIbIIO, IJIf-
HyJl Ha CTOABIIYI0 BO3JIe [BEPH OIPOMHYIO
KpBILIKY Tpoba, 0OUTYI0 30JI0TOM Iapyou, — U
BJPYT II0YYBCTBOBAJ: B MUpe cMepTh! OHa Obli1a
BO BCeM: B COJIHEYHOM CBeTe, B BeCeHHell TpaBe
Ha 71BOpe, B Hebe, B cagy... OH IIolIes B caj, B
IIeCTPYIO OT CBeTa JIUIIOBYIO aslIelo, II0OTOM B 60-
KOBBIe aJjlley, ellle 60Jiee COJTHEUHBIE, IJIsIiesl Ha
JlepeBbsl U Ha IepBBIX OesbIX 6abouek, CiyIiasl



IIEPBBIX, CAaJKO 3a/JMBAIOIIUXCA IITULl — U HU-
Yero He y3HaBaJ/l: BO BCeM ObljIa CMepPTh, CTpalll-
HBIH CTOJI B 3aJIe U JUIMHHAs [1ap4yoBasd KpPHIIIKa
Ha KpeLIblie! He IIo-Tipe’kHeMy, KaK-TO He Tak
CBETHJIO COJIHIIE, He TaK 3eJjleHesla TpaBa, He TakK
3aMHpaId Ha BeCeHHeM, TOJILKO eIlle CBEePXY IO-
psg4eli TpaBe 6a60YKH, — BCe OBLIIO He TaK, KakK
CYTKH TOMY HasaJ, Bce IIpeoOpasmuIoch KaK OBl
OT 6JIM30CTH KOHIIAa MMpa, M >KajKa, ToOpecTHa
CTaJla IIpeJIeCTb BEeCHBI, ee BeyHOH roHocTu! U
9TO JJIMJIOCH JI0JITO M IIOTOM, JJIMJIOCH BCHO BeC-
Hy, KakK ellle J0JI'0 YyBCTBOBAJICA — WJIA MHHUII-
C1— B BBIMBITOM W MHOIO pa3 IIPOBETPEHHOM
IOMe CTpallHbIN, Mep3KUU, CIaJKOBATBHIA 3a-
nax...

Taxoe >xe HaBaK[eHHUEe, — TOJBKO COBCEM
OPYToro IIOpsSfKa, — MCIBITHIBAI MHTS U Te-
Ilephb: 3Ta BeCHa, BeCHa ero IIepBOM JII0OBH, TOXKe
ObLJIa COBepIIIEHHO MHas, YeM BCe IIpe)KHUe Bec-
HBL. MUp oIATh OBLT IIpeobpakeH, OIATh II0JI0H
Kak 0y[TO 4eM-TO IIOCTOPOHHUM, HO TOJIBKO He
Bpa’k/leOHBIM, He Y>KaCHBIM, a HaIllpOTHUB, — [I1B-
HO CJMBAIOIIMMCS C PaJoOCTbI0 U MOJIOZOCTBHIO
BeCHBIL. 11 3T0 mocTOopoHHee 6bl1a KaTa Wiy, Bep-
Hee, TO IIpeJIeCTHeMIllee B MHpe, Yero 0T Hee XO-



TeJs1, Tpe6oBasl Muts. Teleps, II0 Mepe TOr0 Kak
IIUIM BeCeHHHe [OHH, OH TpeGoBajl OT Hee Bce
6oJibItte U 60sbIle. U Temepsh, KOrja ee He ObLIO,
OBLT TOJIBKO ee 06pas, 06pas He CYIleCTBYIOIUH,
a TOJILKO >KeJIaHHBIM, OHA, Ka3aJloCh, HUUEM He
HapylIllaja TOro 6eCIIOPOYHOI0 U IIPeKpacHOIO,
4Yero oT Hee Tpe6OBa/IM, U C Ka>KAbIM JHEM Bce
JKHBee U )KHBee UyBCTBOBaJach BO BCeM, Ha UTO
OBl HU B3IJIIHYJI MUTS.



Xl

H C PajloCThI0 yoeauiIcsa B 3TOM B IIEPBYIO Ke

HeJleJIF0 CBOero IpeObIBaHUA [oma. Toraa
OBLT KaK OBl ellfe KaHYH BeCHBI. OH CHeJI C KHU-
TOM BO3JIe OTKPBITOIO OKHA TOCTHUHOM, IJIsAIes
Me>K CTBOJIOB IIUXT U COCEH B IIaJIMCaJHUKe Ha
TPA3HYIO0 PEUKY B JIyraX, Ha lepeBHI0 Ha KOCOTO-
pax 3a peykoil: ellfe C yTpa [0 Beuepa, HEYCTaH-
HO, U3HeMoras OT OJIa)KeHHOM XJIOIIOTJIMBOCTH,
TaK, KaK OpyT OHHU TOJILKO paHHEH BeCHOM, Opa-
JIA Tpayu B roJIbIX BEKOBBIX Oepe3ax B COCeHEM
OMEIIUYbEM Cafy, U ellle JUK, cep ObLI BUJL [ie-
PeBHHU Ha KOCOTOpax, YU TOJILKO ellle OJHU JIO3U-
HBI IIOKPBLIBAJIUCH TaM >KeJITOBATOM 3ejIeHLIO...
OH 11eJ1 B caj; U caj O6bLI ellle HU30K U T0JI, IIPO-
3paueH, — TOJbKO 3eJIeHeJIM IIOJIIHBI, BCe WC-
IelpeHHble MeJKUMU OUPIO30BBIMHU IBETOYKA-
MY, /1a OIYIIUJICI aKaTHUK BIOJIb aJIed U OJief-
HO 6eJsies1, MeJIKO IIBeJI OJUH BUIIIeHHUK B JIOIIIH-
He, B I0’KHOM, HIDKHeH 4YacTH caja... OH BBIXO-
IUJI B II0JIE: ellle IIyCTO, Cepo OBLIO B II0JIE, ellle
LIeTKOM TOpYaso >XKHUBLe, ellle KOojueBaThl U
¢r0/1eTOBBI OB BBICOXIIIME II0JI€BbIE TOPOTH...
U Bce 3TO ObLIa HAaroTa MOJIOAOCTH, IIOPhI 0KH-



IaHUus — U Bce 3T0 6bL1a KaTsa. Y 9TO TOJIBKO TaK
KasajIoCh, YTO OTBJIEKAIOT [IeBKHU-IIOJAEHIITUIIBI,
IeJsiaroliirie TO TO, TO APyroe B ycaabbe, paboTHU-
KU B JIIOJICKOM, UTeHUe, IIPOTYJIKH, X0KIeHe Ha
JlepeBHI0 K 3HaKOMBIM MY’>KHKaM, pasroBOpPHI C
MaMOM, II0e3[IKH CO CTapOCTOH (POCJIBIM, IPyObIM
OTCTAaBHBIM COJIJATOM) B I10JIe Ha OETOBBIX JAPOXK-
Kax...

IToToM mpoIuia elfe HefeJssd. Pas HOUBIO OBLI
00JIOMHBIH JOK/b, & IIOTOM ropsiuee COJIHITE KaK-
TO Cpasy BOIIUIO B CUJIy, BECHA IIOTepsila CBOIO
KPOTOCTb U 6JIefHOCTh, ¥ BCe BOKPYT Ha IJjladax
CTaJI0O MEHSTHCSA He 10 THIM, a 1o yacaM. CTtaau
pacnaxuBaTh, IIpeBpaljaTh B UYepHBIM OapxaT
JKHUBBS, 3a3ejleHeJM II0JIeBble Me>KH, COUYHee
cTajsIa MypaBa Ha /[IBOpe, I'yIlle U sipye 3aCHHEeJI0
Heb0, OBICTPO CTaI OeBATHCI Caf, CBeXKeM, MSII-
KOM make Ha BHJ 3eJIeHbIO, 3aJIUJIOBEJU U 3a-
[axJU cepble KUCTU CUPEHU, U YKe IMOABUJIOCH
MHO>KEeCTBO YepHBIX, MeTa/UINYeCKH 6JI1eCTAIIUX
CUHEeBOM KpPYIIHBIX MyX Ha ee TeMHO-3eJIeHOH
TJISHIIEBUTOM JIUCTBE U Ha TOPIUYUX IATHAX CBe-
Ta Ha JoporKKax. Ha g6/10HgX, rpyIax elfe 6bLIN
BUJHBI BeTBY, UX e[jBa TPOHYJIa MeJIKas, CepoBa-
Tasi 1 0COOEHHO MSTKasl JIUCTBA, HO 9TH S0JI0HU



U TIPYIIH, BCIOAY IIPOCTHPABIIHE CETH CBOHX
KPHUBBEIX BeTBeH IIOJ| IPYTHMMH [epPeBbSIMH, BCe
yoKe 3aKyZpsSABU/IMCHL MJIEYHBIM CHETOM, H C KaiK-
IOBIM JHEM 3TOT I1BeT CTAHOBHUJICI Bce GeJlee, Bce
I'yllle ¥ BCce O6JIarOBOHHee. B 3TO AMBHOe BpeMs
PafoCTHO ¥ IIPUCTaJIBLHO Hab/Ir04a1 MUTA 3a BCe-
MH BeCeHHHUMH H3MEHEHHSIMH, IIPOHCXOSAIIIH-
MU BOKpyT Hero. Ho KaTsa He TOJIEKO He OTCTYIIA-
Jia, He Tepsyach Cpefy HUX, 4 HAIIPpOTUB, y4acT-
BOBaJla B HHX BO BCeX U BceMy IIpH7aBaJa cebs,
CBOIO KpacoTy, pacIiBeTaroIyI0 BMeCcTe C pacIiBe-
TOM BEeCHBI, C 3TUM BCe POCKOIIIHee OeJIe0IM
Ca/ioM U BCe TeMHee CHHEeIIIUM HeO0M.



Xl

H BOT OJHAXK[BI, BLIMSA B 3aJI, IIOJIHBIN IIpe-
BeuepHero COJIHIA, K yar, MUTA HeOoXXKHaH-
HO yBHUJeJI BO3JIe caMoOBapa II04Ty, KOTOPYX OH
HaIIpacHO »KJaJjI Bce yTpo. OH GBICTPO MOAOIIIEeN K
CTOJIy — Y2K IaBHO JI0JDKHA 6bly1a KaTd 0TBeTUTH
XOTh Ha OJHO U3 IIHMCEM, UTO OTIIPABUJI OH e, —
U SIPKO U JKYTKO OJIECHYJI eMy B IJla3a HebOJIb-
110 U3BICKAHHBIN KOHBEPT C HAJIIMCHI0 HA HEM
3HaKOMBIM >KaJIKUM II0UepKoM. OH CXBaTHUJI €ro
U 3alaraj BOH U3 J0Ma, II0TOM II0 Cany, II0 IJIaB-
HOU asutee. OH yIlleJ B caMyI0 JaJbHIOI 4acTb
cajma, Tyaa, Iie yepe3 Hero IpoXojausa JIOIIUHA,
YU, OCTAaHOBSCH U OIJISHYBIIUCH, OBICTPO Paso-
pBasl KOHBepT. IIMCbMO OBLIO KpaTKO, BCEr0 B
HECKOJIbKO CTPOK, HO MwuTe HYXHO ObLIO pas
IISITh IIPOYECTb UX, YTOOBI HAKOHEI] IIOHAThb, —
TaK KOJIOTUJIOCH ero ceppie. «Mol JIFOOUMBIH,
MOM eIUHCTBEHHBIN!» — YUTaJ U IIepeyuThIBal
OH — Y 3eMJId IUIBLJIa Y Hero II0Jf HOTaMHU OT 3THUX
BOCK/IUITaHUU. OH IMOAHAJ IJ1asa: Haj CaZiloM TOp-
’KeCTBEHHO U PaZloCTHO CUSII0 He6O, BOKPYT CHU-



SIJI caJ CBOel CHe)KHOM 0eJsIM3HOMU, COJI0BEU, yKe
4y IIpeiBeUepHUN X0JI00K, YeTKO U CUJIBHO, CO
BCeM CJIaJIOCTBI0 COJIOBBHMHOIO CaM03abBeHMUs],
IIIeJIKaJI B CBe)KeU 3esIeHU JaJbHUX KyCTOB — U
KPOBb OTJIMJIA OT €ro JIMIla, MypalllKU I106erKain
110 BOJIOCAM...

JloMO¥ OH IIleJI MeIJIeHHO — Yallla eTo JII0OBH
ObL1a IIOJIHA C KpasiMU. 1 Tak ke OCTOPOKHO HO-
CIJI OH ee B cebe U CJIeiyIolliue THU, TUXO, CYaCT-
JIUBO OKH/Iasi HOBOTO ITHCHbMa.



Xl

Ca;; pasHo06pa3Ho ofieBaJICs.

OTrpOMHBIN CTapblii KJI€H, BO3BBIIIIABIIIUIMA-
Cs HaJ BCEM HXKHOM 4YacCThIO Cajia, BUAHBIM OTO-
BCIOJy, CTaJl ele OoJibIlle U BUJHee, — OJeJICI
CBeJKeM, I'yCTOH 3eJIeHbI0.

Brillle 1 BUJHee CTajla U IJlaBHas ajules, Ha
KOTOPYH0 MMUTS HOCTOSHHO CMOTPES M3 CBOUX
OKOH: BEpIIUHEI ee CTapbIX JIUIL, TOXKE ITOKPHIB-
IIMecs, XOTS ellle IIPO3payHO, y30pOM HHOM!
JIMCTBBI, IIOJHSAJIUCh U IPOTIHYJIUCHh HAaJl CalOM
CBETJIO-3eJIEHOM I'PSI00.

A HWXKe KJIeHa, HIDKe aJUIeHd Jie)Kaslo HeuTo
CILIOIITHOE KYJAPSBOTO, 6JIarOYXaHHOI'O CIUBOY-
HOTO IIBeTa.

W Bce 3TO: OrpoMHas U IBIIIHAs BepIIUHA
KJIeHa, CBeTJIO-3eJIeHas Ipsijia ajuleH, II0BeHeu-
Has 6esi3Ha g0JI0Hb, IPYI, YepeMyX, COJIHIIE,
CrHeBa Heba U BCe TO, UTO pa3pacTajgoCh B HU-
3ax cajia, B JIOIIIHHE, BA0Jb O0KOBBIX aJJIEU U JI0-
PO’KeK U 1o GyHZAaMeHTOM I0)KHOU CTEHBI [I0-
Ma, — KYCThl CUpPeHH, aKallul U CMOPOAVHBI, JIO-
IIyXH, KpalllBa, YepHOOBIbLHUK, — BCe II0pa’ka-
JIO CBOEU I'yCTOTOM, CBEXKeCTh0 U HOBU3HOM.



Ha yucTOoM 3e1eHOM ABOpE OT HaJBUTAIOII[E-
Cs1 OTOBCIOJIy PacTHUTEJbHOCTH CTaJO0 KakK OyATO
TecHee, JOM CTaJI KaK OyJATO MeHbIIle U KpacCH-
Bee. OH Kak OyATO >XKgasI TOCTeM — II0 IIeJIbIM
OHSAM OBLIM OTKPBITHL U IBEPU M OKHA BO BCeX
KOMHaTax: B 6eJIoM 3aJjie, B CHHEN CTapOMOJHOM!
TOCTUHOM, B MaJIeHbKOM THBaHHOM, TOXKe CUHEN
U yBeIlllaHHOM OBaJIbHBIMU MUHHATIOpPaMU, U B
COJIHEYHOU 6MOIM0TeKe, 60JIBIION U IIYCTOM YI-
JIOBOM KOMHATe CO CTapbIMU UKOHAaMHU B IIepe[-
HeM yTJIy U HUSKUMU KHIDKHBIMU IIKapaMu U3
siCeHs BJOJIb CTeH. 1 Be3ze B KOMHAaTHI IIpasf-
HUYHO IJIA/Ie/ I IPUOIU3UBIIMECT K JIOMY pas-
HO0OpasHO 3eJIeHble, TO CBETJIbIE, TO TEMHBIE, JIe-
PEBBA C IPKOI CHHEBOU MEKy BETBSIMU.

Ho mmcbMa He 6bLJI0. MUTS 3HaAJI HECIIOCOO6-
HOCTh KaTu K IIucbMaM U TO, KaK TPYIHO el BCe-
rfa cobpaTbCsd CeCTh 38 MUCbMEHHBIN CTOJI, Hal-
THU IIepo, 6ymary, KOHBepT, KyIIUTb MapKy... Ho
pasyMHbIe CO06pakeHUs OIIATH CTAJIU IJIOXO II0-
MoraTh. CyacTIMBas, fa’ke ropzasi yBepeHHOCTh,
C KOTOpPO¥ OH HEeCKOJBbKO THeU XIajJl BTOPOTO
OHUChMa, HCUesya, — OH TOMUJICSI U TPEBOXKUIICH
BCe CHJIbHee. Belb 3a TaKUM IIMCHMOM, KakK IIep-
BOe, TOTYAC »Ke JOJDKHO OBLIO II0CJIe0BATh UTO-



TO ellle 60JIee IIpeKpacHoe U paayroiree. Ho Kata
MoJryaJjia.

OH pe’ke CTaJl XOUTh Ha JIEPeBHIO, e3TUThH B
nosie. OH cupen B OUOIHOTEKe, IepeIUCThIBAL
JKYPHAaJIbL, yoKe TeCITKHU JIeT JKeJITeBIINe U COX-
HyBIIMe B InKadax. B ’KypHasax ObLJIO MHOIO
peKpacHbIX CTUXOB CTapPhIX IT03TOB, Yy[EeCHBIX
CTPOK, TOBOPUBIINUX IIOYUTHU BCerza 06 OJHOM, —
0 TOM, YeM IIOJIHBI BCe CTHUXH U IIeCHH C HadaJja
MUpA, YeM >KHJjIa Tellephb U ero AyIlla U UTO HeU3-
MEHHO MOT OH TaK WJIU MHaue OTHECTH K CaMOMY
cebe, K cBOel JIIOOBH, K KaTe. 1 0H 110 I1eJIBIM Ya-
caM cHuJieJs B KpecJie BO3JIe pacKphITOro IKada u
MYyYHUJI cebsl, UnTasd U IlepeuyuThIBad:

JIrodu cnsaim, Mot dpye, notidem 8
meHucmulii cad!

Jodu cnam, 00HU AUULL 38€30bl K
HAM 21a0sm...

Bce 3TH 4dapymolye CI0Ba, BCe 3TH IIPHU3bIBEI
ObIM KaK Obl ero COOCTBEHHBIMM, OOpallleHbl
ObLIM Tellepb KaK OYATO TOJIBKO K OLHOM, K TOH,
KOT0 HeOTCTYIIHO BHJeJ BO BCEM H BCHOJY OH,
MHuTs, ¥ 3By4asIy II0PO0 IIOYTH I'PO3HO:

Haod 3epka/ibHbIMU 800amU



Mawym sne6edu kpblLiamu

H Konbluwemcs peka:

O, npudu sce! 38e30vl b61eULym,
JIucmovs Med1IeHHO mpeneuym,
H naxoosm obaaxa...

OH, 3aKpeIBad IJ1a3a, X0JI0/es, 110 HeCKOJIbKO
pas Kpsiy IIOBTOPSI 3TOT IIPU3BIB, 30B CepAILia,
IIepernoJIHEHHOTO JHO0BHOM CUJION, KaXKIyIlen
CBOEro TOp)KeCTBa, OJIa)KEHHOIO paspelleHus.
[ToToM [osro cMoTpes Iiepef Co6010, CIIyIIaa
IJIy00KOe JlepeBeHCKOe MoJIYaHue, OKpy KaBlllee
IIOM, — U TOPbKO KavaJ roJIoBoi. HeT, oHa He OT-
3pIBajsiach, OHa 6€3MOJIBHO CHUsIa IZe-TO TaM, B
4y)KOM U [aJleKOM MOCKOBCKOM Mupe! — U
OIIITH OTJIMBaJIa OT Cep/lia HeKHOCTb — OISITh
poCiI0, IIMPUJIOCH 3TO TPO3HOE, 3JI0Belllee, 3a-
KJIMHAIOIIlee:

O, npudu sce! 38e30dvl 61eULym,

Jlucmus Med.1eHHO mpeneuym,
H naxoossm obaaka...



XV

O/IH&)K/IH, rojipeMas Iocye obena, — obemaau
B MOJIIeHb, — MUTS BBIIIEJ U3 JoMa H He
CIIellla II0IIeJI B cafl. B cagy yacTto paboTajiu JeB-
KU, OKallbIBaId 16JI0HU, paboTaJy OHU U HBIH-
ye. MUTS I11eJI IIOCHUeTh BO3JIe HUX, II000JITATh C
HUMU, — 9TO y7Ke BXOJIUJIO B IPUBBIUKY.

JleHb ObLI >KapKUM, TUXUH. OH I11eJ B CKBO3-
HOM TeHU aJUled U JaJjIeKO BUEJI BOKPYT cebs
KyZpsiBble OesIOCHeKHble BeTBU. OCOOEHHO CH-
JIEH, TYCT OBLI IIBET Ha Ipyllax, U CMeCh 9TOU Oe-
JIN3HBI U IPKOU CUHEeBbI Heba AaBajsia GHOJIETO-
BBIM OTTeHOK. U rpymiy U s16JI0HU IIBEJIU U OCHI-
[aJINCh, paspbiTas 3eMsd I10[ HUMHM OblIa BCA
ycesHa OJIEKJIBIMU JlelleCTKaMHU. B TeIIoM BO3-
IyXe YyBCTBOBAJICI HX CJIAaJKOBAThIM, HEKHBIN
3amax BMeCTe C 3allaXOM HarpeToro U IIPeroIlero
Ha CKOTHOM JIBOpe HaBo3a. THOrza HaxouiIo 06-
JIayKo, CuHee He60 roJiy6esio, U TeIUIbIN BO3AyX
M 3TU TJIeHHbBIE 3allaXH JIeJIaJINCh ellle HesKHee B
ciaie. Y Bce IyIINCTOE TEIJIO 3TOTO BeCEHHETO
past ApeMOTHO U OJIa’KeHHO TyJes0 OT IT4esl U
IIMeJIel, 3apbIBaBIIUXCS B €r0 MeABSIHBIN KY/[I-
pABBIN cHer. U Bce BpeMsi, 6J1a>KEHHO CKyd4as, I10-



JHEeBHOMY, TO TaM, TO 3/ieChb II0KaJl TO OGUH, TO
IPYTOU COJIOBEIA.

Ates KOHYaJIach BJaJId BOPOTaMU Ha I'yM-
HO. Bpasu HajieBo, B yIJIy CaZ0OBOr0 BaJia, Yep-
HeJI eJIbHUK. Bo3Jle eJIbHUKA I1eCTPesIH CpeH s10-
JIOHB [IBe IeBKHU. MUTS, KaK BCerza, IIOBEPHYJI CO
CpeAVHBl ajUled Ha HUX, — Harubasch, IOIesI
Cpefu HU3KHUX U PaCKUAUCTBIX BeTBeH, >KeH-
CTBEHHO KacCaBIIIUXCS ero JIUIA U IIaXHYBIINUX U
MeJI0M, ¥ KakK OyATOo JIMMOHOM. U, Kak BceTrza, Of-
Ha U3 [IeBOK, pbDKad, XyZass COHbKA, JIUIIH TOJIb-
KO 3aBHJieJIa ero, JUKO 3aX0X0Taja U 3aKpHuyasa.

— O, X035MH ujeT! — 3aKpHyaja OHa C IIPH-
TBOPHBIM MCIIYTOM M, COCKOYHMB C TOJICTOI'O CyKa
ITPYyIIH, Ha KOTOPOM OHAa OTZAbIXasia, KHHYyJIach K
JIoriare.

Jpyras neBska, Ijamika, cpaesaja, HaIIpOTHB,
BUJ, YTO COBCEM Ha 3aMeudaeT MUTIO, U, He CIIe-
II1a, KPEIIKO CTaBsd Ha JKeJIe3HYIO0 JIOIIaTy HOTY B
MSATKOM UyHe K3 YepHOI'0 BOIMJIOKA, 38 KOTOPYIO
Habmiuch Oesble JIeIleCTKH, 9HEPTUYHO Bpesas
JIOTIaTy B 3eMJII0 U IlepeBOopadyuBas OTpe3aHHBIN
JIOMOTB, TPOMKO 3allesia CUJIbHBIM U IIPUATHBIM
TOJIOCOM: «Y>K TBI Caf, Thl MOM caf, IJI1 KOIo >K
THI I[BeTelllb!» ITO ObLIa JeBKa pocJjas, MyKe-



CTBEHHAas U BCerja cepbe3Hasl.

Murtda 1ojoiresn ¥ cesl Ha MecTo COHBKH, Ha
CTapBIU T'PYIIEBBIN CYK, JIEJKaBIIIHUIM Ha paccoxe.
CoHbKa ApKO IJIIHYJAa Ha HEro U I'POMKO, C Je-
JIAHHOM Pa3sBA3HOCTBHIO K BECEJIOCTHIO CIIPOCHIIA:

— Al TOsILKO BcTanu? CMOTpPUTE, [esa He
npocnure!

Muta HpaBWJICA el, U OHa BCAYECKU CTapa-
JlaCh CKpPBITH 3TO, HO He yMeJa, Jeprkaja cebs
IIpU HEM HeJIOBKO, TOBOPHJIA UTO IIOIAJIO, BCe-
I7la, OJHAaKO0, HaMeKas Ha UTO0-TO, CMyTHO YTrajbl-
Bas, UTO PacCesIHHOCTH, C KOTOPO MHUTS II0CTO-
SIHHO U IPUXOIWJI U YXOAWJ, He mpocTtasd. OHa
Iojio3peBasia, YTo MUTH >KUBeT c Ilapalei uiy,
II0 KpalHel Mepe, JOMOTaeTCs 3TOro, OHa PEBHO-
BaJla ¥ TOBOPUJIA C HUM TO HEXXHO, TO Pe3KO, IJIf-
Ilejla TO TOMHO, faBas IIOHATHL CBOU YYyBCTBA, TO
XOJIOHO U Bpakae6Ho. VI Bce 3TO /0OCTaBIISLIO
MuTte cTpaHHOe YA0BOJILCTBHE. [IicbMa He 6BLI0
U He OBLJIO, OH Tellephb He >KUJIL, a TOJIbKO U30 JHA
Ha [IeHb CYIeCTBOBAJI B HEIIPeCTaHHOM O0>KU/a-
HUHU, Bce 6oJjlee TOMSCH 3TUM OXKHJaHUEM U
HEeBO3MO>KHOCTBI0 HU C KeM II0/Ie/IUThCS TaUHOH!
CBOeM JII0O6BU U MYKH, IIOTOBOPUTH 0 KaTe, 0 CBO-
HUX Hagekaax Ha KpeIM, M IOTOMY HaMeKU COHB-



KU Ha KaKyl-TO ero JII0060Bb OBLIM €My IIPUAT-
HBI: Belb BCe-TaKH 3TH PasroBOPBI KaK OBI Kaca-
JIUCh TOTO COKPOBEHHOI0, YeM TOMHUJIACEH €ro Ay-
1ra. BostHOBasIo ero U 10, uTo COHBKA BiIIOOJIEHA
B HETO0, a 3Ha4YUT, 0TYACTH OJIM3Ka eMy, UTO JieJia-
JIO ee KaK Obl TAWHOM COy4YacCTHUILEN JTHO0BHOU
JKU3HHM ero AYIIH, Jajke NaBajo IIOPOHM CTpaH-
HYI0 HaZeXny, 4To B COHbKe MOXKHO HaWTU He
TO HaIlepCHUILY CBOUX YYBCTB, HE TO HEKOTOPYIO
3ameny Katu.

Temmepr CoHBKa, caMa TOrO He IIOJ03peBad,
OIIAITH KOCHYJIACh €ro TauHbl: «CMOTPHUTe, Jesa
He mpocrnuTe!» OH IIOCMOTpes BOKPYT. CILIOII-
Hasg TeMHO-3eJIeHas dJallla eJbHHKAa, CTOsSBIIas
Iepej HHUM, Kasajach OT SIPKOCTH [HS IIOYTH
YepHOU, U He60 CKBO3HJIO B €€ OCTPBIX BEpPXYIII-
KaxX 0CO0eHHO BeJIMKOJIEITHOM CHUHeBOM. MoJIo-
Zlasl 3eJIeHb JIUII, KJIEHOB, BI30B, HACKBO3b CBET-
Jlag OT COJIHIIA, BCIOAY IIPOHHUKABIIEIO ee, CO-
CTaBJIsLJIA II0 BCEMY Cajy JIeTKHWM PaJOCTHBIN Ha-
BeC, ChIllajla IIeCTPOTY TeHU U IpKUX IIITeH Ha
TpaBy, Ha JOPO’KKH, Ha IIOJITHBL; YKapKUH U Iy-
IIUCTBIA I1BeT, OeJIeBIIMM IIO[ 3THUM HaBeCOM,
Kasayicsa ¢pappOopoBBIM, CHUSJI, CBETUJICA TaM, Ifie
COJIHIIE TO>Ke IIPOHUKAJIO ero. MUTH, IIPOTUB BO-



JIY yIbI10asACh, CIpoCUI COHBKY:

— Kaxkoe xe fes10 1 Mory mpocrars? To-To U
rope, 4TO Y MeH4 U [1eJI-TO HUKaKUX HeTy.

— MoJsuuTe yX, He G0KUTeCh, U TaK IIOBe-
pro! — xpukHysia COHBEKa B OTBET BeCeJI0 U IPY-
60, OIIATH CBOMM HeJ0BEPHEM K OTCYTCTBHUIO Y
Mutu s11060BHBIX [lesI IOCTaBJISII €My YZI0BOJIb-
CTBUeE, U BIPYI OIATH 3a0pajia, 0TMaXUBasiCh OT
PBDKero, ¢ 6eJI0M KypuaBo IIepCTKOM Ha JIOY Te-
JIEHKa, KOTOPBIM Me/IJIEHHO BBIIIIe]I U3 eJIbHUKA,
II0J0IITeJI K HeH €33 U CTaJll )KeBaThb 000PKY ee
CUTLIEBOIO IIaTh:

— AX, OMOPOK Teb6s BO3bMHU! BOT ellfe CBHIHOY-
Ka 60r 1ocsasnt!

— IIpaBpa, roBOpsT, 3a TeOGs1 CBATAKOTCA? —
ckasasm Mwurs, He 3Hasg, 4TO CKasaThb, a jKejas
IIPOJOJDKUTE pasroBop. — [oBopgT, aBOp 6ora-
THIM, MaJILIU KpacCUBEIM, a Thl 0TKasaJja, OTIia He
CJIyIIaelbCs. ..

— borar, 1a IypKoBaT, a B TOJIOBE PaHO CMep-
KaeTcs, — 60MKO oTBeTHsia COHbKA, HECKOJIBKO
IoJIbIIleHHasA. — Y MeHsd, MOXKeT, 00 Apyrom o6
KOM JIYMKH HUAYT...

CepresHasg u MosvaauBas [1arika, He IIpe-
pBIBas paboThI, II0Kavasa roJI0BOM:



— V7K ¥ Hecelllb THI, IeBKa, U C [[OHY U C MO-
pa! — HerpoMKO ckasaja oOHa.— TBI TyT 6pe-
IIIeIb YTO II0I1aJI0, a II0 CeJy cjaBa IIOMZeT...

— Mouuy, He KyzaxTau! — KpukHyjga COHB-
Ka. — ABOCBH 1 He BOPOHA, eCTh 060poHa!

— A 0 KOM ’Ke 3TO O JAPYyroM y Tebs AYMKHU
UAYyT? — CIIpoCUI MUTS.

— Tak u mpusHajsack! — ckasasa CoHbKa. —
BoH B Balllero fefa-racryxa BIKOOUIACh. YBUIKY,
TakK /10 19T ropgdyo! S, He XyJKe Balllero, Bce Ha
CTaphIX JIOIIAJAX e3)Ky, — CKasaJla OHa BBI3bIBa-
I0Ille, HaMeKas, O4YeBUHO, Ha JBaAIlaTUIETHIOK0
[Tapamry, koTopass Ha [epeBHe CUHUTaIach yrke
CTapou eBKOM. 1, BHe3aItHO 6pOCUB JIOIIATY, CO
CMeJIOCThI0, Ha KOTOPYH OHa KakK OyATO MMeJa
HeKOTOpOe IIpaBO BCJELCTBHE CBOeM TaWHOM
BJIIOOJIEHHOCTH B OapuyyKa, cejla Ha 3eMJI0, BbI-
TAHyJIa W CJIerka pasABHHYyJIa HOTH B CTapbIX
IpyOBIX IIOJICAIIOKKAX U B IIIEPCTIHBIX IIETUX
qyJIKaX ¥ 6eCIIOMOIITHO YPOHUJIA PYKHU.

— Ox, Hu4yero He [fesaja, a yMOpHIachk! —
KPHUKHYJIa OHa, CMesch. — Calloru Mou Xyzble, —
IIPOH3UTEJILHO 3allesa OHa, —

Canozu mou xydvle,
Hocku naxkogvle, —



U OIIATH 3aKpH4ajia, CMesICh:

— IloiieMTe co MHOM B caJjialll OTABIXaTh, 5
Ha Bce coIJIacHas!

Cmex aToT 3apasui Murtro. IIIMPOKO U HEJIOB-
KO yJIbI0asiCh, OH COCKOYMJI C CyKa H, IIOJOMAI K
CoHBKe, JIET U IIOJIOXKHJI € TOJIOBY Ha KOJIEHH.
CoHBKa CKHHYJIA €e, OH OIIITH II0JIOKHJI, OIIITh
AyMasi CTUXaMH, KOTOPBIX OH Ha4YMUTAaJICS 3a IIO-
CJIe€THHE THH:

Buoicy, po3a, — cuacmbwa cuna
SApKuil ceumok ceoll packpwvlaa
U yenascuna pocoll
Heo668mHblil, HENOHAMHbLL,
b1a2080HHbLIL, 6/1a200amHbL
Mup n1r068u nepedo MHOIL...

— He TpoxxpTe MeHsa! — 3akpuuasia CoHbKa
yoKe ¢ ICKPeHHHM HCITYIOM, CTapasCh IIOJHAThL U
OTOPOCHUTH ero roJIoBy. — A TO TaK 3aKpu4y, Bce
BOJIKHK B JIecy 3aBOIOT! V MeHs HHYero IjId Bac
HeTYy, TopeJIo, ia II0TYXJIO!

Murtsa 3aKpbUI IJIasa M MoJstvdasl. CoJIHIIE, IPo-
0sICb Uepes JIMCTBY, BETBU U IPYILIEBbIH I1BET, I'0-
PAYMMH IIITHAMU II€CTPHJIO, IIIeKOTAaJI0 ero JIH-
110. CoHbKa HE)XHO U 3JI0 pBaHyJIa ero 4YepHbIe
JKeCTKHEe BOJIOCHL, — «YHCTO Y JIOIIafu!» —



KpPUKHYJIa OHA U IIPHUKPLLIa eMy KapTy30M IJia-
3a. [loz 3aTHIZIKOM OH UyBCTBOBAJI €e HOT'H, — Ca-
Moe CTpalllHoe B MUpe, )KeHCKHe HOTHU! — KacaJl-
Cs UM ee >KHBOTA, CJIBIIIAJI 3aIlaX CUTILIEBOM IO0-
KU U KOQTOUKHU, U BCe 3TO MeIIaJoCh C IIBETY-
UM caZioM U ¢ KaTeil; TOMHOe IJOKaHbLE COJIO-
BbEB BJlaId U BOJIM3H, HEMOJYHOE CJIa/l0CTPacCT-
HO-ZIPEMOTHOe JKYXCKaHMe HeCMeTHBIX IIvell,
MeIBSIHBIU TEILIBINM BO3AYX U JaskKe IIPOCTOe OIILy-
IleHre 3eMJIM II0J, CIIMHOK MYYHJIO, TOMMJIO
JKa)KIOM KaKOIo-TO CBepX4es/I0BEYeCcKOIo Cua-
CThs. 1 BAPYT B eJIbHUKE UTO-TO 3alllypIllaJio, Be-
CeJIO U 3JI0PaJHO 3aX0X0TaJIo, IIOTOM T'YJIKO Pas-
JaJIOCh: «KY-Ky! Ky-Ky!» — M TakK >XYTKO, TaK BBI-
IIYKJIO, TaK GJIM3KO U TaK SIBCTBEHHO, UTO CJIbI-
IIeH OB XPUIl U ApPO’KaHHe OCTPOTO A3bIUKa, a
KeslaHve Katu U KesaHue, TpeG0BaHUe, UTOOBI
OHa BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTaJI0 HeMe/[JIEHHO JaJjia
HMEHHO 3TO CBepXyeJIOBeueCKOe CYacThbe, 0XBa-
TWJIO TaK HEUCTOBO, YTO MHUTH, K KpalHeMy
youBieHU0 COHBKY, IIOPBIBHUCTO BCKOYUMJI U
OO0JIBIIMMU IlIaTaMU 3alllaraj IIpoyb.

BMecTe C 3TUM HEHCTOBBIM jKeJlaHUEM, Tpe-
60BaHKEM CUaCThbs, IO, ITOT I'YJIKUI I'0JIOC, BHE-
3allHO pPAasfJaBIIUMCA C TaKOH CTPAaIIHOM SIB-



CTBEHHOCTBLIO HaJl CAMOM €ro r0JIOBOM B eJIbHUKE
U Kak OYJTO 10 JHA pa3BeP3IINI JIOHO BCETO ITO-
ro BeCEHHEro MHpa, OH BAPYT BOOOpAasHJ, UTO
nrcbMa He OyzeT M He MOXKeT OBITh, UTO B
MOCKBe YTO-TO CJIYYUJIOCH WU BOT-BOT CIYYUT-
Cs1 ¥ 4TO OH II0TUO, IIporast!



XV

B JloMe OH Ha MUHYTY OCTaHOBUJICS II€pe], 3ep-
KaJIoM B 3aJsie. «OHa IIpaBa, — II0JyMaJl OH, —
IJla3a y MeHs eC/IM U He BU3aHTHUMCKHE, TO, BO
BCSIKOM CJlydae, CyMmaclIefiire. A ara Xyzoba,
rpybasi W KOCTJIsIBasg HeCKJIaJHOCTb, MpadHas
YIOJILHOCTHL OpOBeH, ’KeCcTKasg 4YepHOTa BOJIOC,
IeMCTBUTE/JILHO IIOYTH JIOLIAAMHBIX, KaK CKasa-
j1a COHBKa?»

Ho c3afy ero mocJbIIajcsa OBICTPBIHA TOIIOT
60CBIX HOT. OH CMYTHJICSA, 00ePHYJICS:

— BepHo, BJIIOOUIINUCE, BCE B 3ePKaJI0 CMOTPH-
TeCchb, — C JIACKOBOM IIIyTJIMBOCTHIO CKasaza Ila-
paia, nmpoberast MUMO C KHIIAIIIHM CaMOBapoM B
pyKax Ha 6aJIKOH.

— Bac mMama uckanu, — InpubaBuia OHa, C
pasMaxy CcTaBg camMoBap Ha yOpaHHBIM K 4Yaro
CTOJI Y, 00epHYBIIUCH, OBICTPO U 30PKO B3IJVIAHY-
Jia Ha MurTio.

«Bce 3HAIOT, BCe JOrajbIBalOTCA!» — II0fyMasl
MUTA 1 yepes CHUIY CIIPOCHLT:

— Arpme oHa?

— V ceb6s B KOMHarTe.

CoJiHIIe, 0604 IOM U y>Ke IIepeXo/id Ha 3a-



IagHoe He60, 3epKaJbHO 3aIJIAAbIBaJIO IO COC-
HBl YU IIUXTHI, CBOMMH XBOMHBIMHU BETBSIMH OCe-
HABIIMe 6asKoH. KycThl 6epeckiieTa o[ HUMU
6yiecTesI TOXKe COBCEM II0-JIeTHEMY, CTEKJITHHO.
CTOoJI, HOKPBITHINA JIETKOM TEHBIO M KOe-TJe >Kap-
KHMHU IITHAMH CBeTa, CUSAJI CKaTepThIo. OCHI BU-
JIUCh HaJl KOP3UHOUYKOM C GesibIM XJjieboM, Haj
rpaHeHOM Ba3o¥ C BapeHbeM, HaJ valnkaMmu. U
BCS 3Ta KapTHHA FOBOPHJIA O IIPEKPAaCHOM Jepe-
BEHCKOM JIeTe ¥ O TOM, KaK MO>KHO OBLIIO OBI
OBITH CYACTJIMBBIM, 6€33a00THBIM. UTOOHKI IIpefy-
IIpeIuTh BBIXOJ MaMBbl, KOTOpasd, KOHe4YHO, He
MeHee IPYIUX IIOHUMaeT ero I10JI0KeHUe, U YTO-
Obl II0Ka3aTh, YTO y HEro BOBCe HeT HUKAKUX
TSDKKHX TalH Ha Jyline, MUTA IIolIes U3 3aja B
KOPU0P, B KOTOPBIM BBIXOIUWJIN JBEPHU €TI0 KOM-
HaTbhl, MAMUHOM U IBYX IPYTUX, T€ JIETOM KUJIN
AHg u Kocta. B Kopupjope 6bLJI0 CyMpPaudyHO, B
KoMHaTe Osibru [leTpOBHBEI CHHeBaTO. BCSI KOM-
HaTa OblIa TECHO U YIOTHO 3arpOMO’K[eHa Hau-
6oJiee cTapUHHOU MebeJsIbl0, UMEBIIIENCS B IOME:
mudoHbepKaMH, KOMOJAMH, OOJIBIIION IIOCTe-
JIbI0 U OOKHUIIEH, Iepe]; KOTOPOH, KaK 0OBIKHO-
BEHHO, ropeJsa jaMIiaza, Xxorsa Osibra IleTpoBHa
HUKOIZIA He IIPOsSBJIAa 0CO00M PeJIMIHO3HOCTH.



3a OTKPBITEIMU OKHAaMH, Ha 3allyIl[eHHOM I[BeT-
HUKe IlepeJ BXOJO0M B IJIaBHYIO aJIIel0, jierkasia
IIHUPOKasd TeHb, 38 TEHLI0 IIPA3THUYHO 3ejleHeJl
U GeJiesl B yIIOP OCBellleHHBIN caf. He rysagg Ha
BeChb 3TOT JaBHO IIPUBBLIUHLIN BIJ, OIIYCTUB IJIa-
3a B OYKax Ha Bg3aHbe, Osbra IleTpoBHA, KPVII-
Hasg U CyXOIllaBasg, yepHas U cepbe3Has COPOKa-
JIeTHSSI JKeHINHa, CHIesla ¥ OKHa B Kpecie U
OBICTPO KOBBIPsJIa KPIOUKOM.

— TheI crpammMBajia MeHs, MaMa? — CKasaJjl
MuTts, BX0Ad ¥ OCTaHaBJIHBAACh Y II0pOra.

— /la HeT, g IIPOCTO XO0Tesa Tebd BUAETH. 51
Be[lb Tellepb IIOYUTH HUKOIZA, KpoMe o06ena, He
BUJKY TebOsl, — oTBeTwaa Osibra IleTpoBHa, He
npepsiBas paboThl U KaK-TO 0COOEHHO, HE B MePY
CIIOKOITHO.

MuTsa BCIOMHII, KaK [eBATOro mapra Kars
CKasaJjia, YTO OHa II0YeMy-TO OOUTCI ero MaTepH,
BCIIOMHMJI TallHOe O4yapoBaTeJbHOEe 3aMeUYaHUe,
KOTOpOe, HeCOMHEHHO, ObLI0O B ee cjloBaX... OH
HeJIOBKO IIpo6opMoTaJt:

— Ho TBI, MOXKeT, X0TeJ1a YTO-HUOY/Ib CKa3aTh
MHe?

— Huuero, xpome TOro, 4yTo MHe Ka’KeTcd,
YTO THI YTO-TO 3aCKy4aJI IIOCIeLHME JHU, — CKa-



3asia Osibra ITerpoBHA. — MoOXKeT, IIpoexaJsics 6bI
KyJa-HUOYAb... K MelllepcKUM, HalpuMep... IIo-
JIOH [OM HeBecT, — IIpubaBHja OHa, YJIbIOa-
ACh, — U BOOOIIle, II0-MOEMY, OYeHb MUJIAs U Pa-
OyIIHas1 CeMb.

— Kak-Hubyapr Ha [HAX C YAO0BOJILCTBHEM
CBE3)XKy, — C TPYAOM OTBeTHJI MuTd. — Ho II0M-
IleM 4Yail IIUTh, TaM TaK XOPOIIO Ha OasIKOHe...
TaMm ¥ IIOrOBOPHM, — CKa3a OH, OTJIMYHO 3Hasl,
YTO MaMa, II0 CBOeMY IIPOHHITaTeJLHOMY YMY U
II0 CBOEH CIep>KaHHOCTH, He O6yzeT 60JIbIlle BO3-
BpaljaThCa K 3TOMY 06eCII0JIe3SHOMY pasroBOpYy.

Ha 6aJIkoHe OHHU IIPOCHZEJIH II0YTH [0 3aKa-
Ta. MaMa 110cjie 4asi IIpojio/pKajia BsI3aTh M TOBO-
PHUTH O COCefsdX, 0 X03sMUCTBe, 06 AHe 1 KocTe, —
y AHU OoIIIThH IIepefiep’kKKa B aBrycre! MUTS CIIy-
1I1aJI, IIOPOI0 0TBEYaJI, HO BCe BpeMs HCIIBIThIBAJI
HeYTo II0J06HOe TOMY, UTO OH HCIIBITHIBAJI IIe-
pen oTbe3qoM K3 MOCKBEI, — UTO OIIITH OH KakK
OYZATO IIbSIH OT KaKOMU-TO TSDKKOM 60JIe3HU.

A BeyepoM OH yaca /iBa 6€30CTaHOBOYHO IIIa-
raJj II0 oMy B3aJi U BIIepei, HACKBO3b IIPOXO/sI
3aJ, TOCTHHYI0, [IMBAaHHYI U OUOIHOTEKY,
BILIOTH JI0 €e F0’KHOI'0 OKHa, OTKPLITOIO B cajl. B
OKHa 3aJla ¥ TOCTUHOM MATKO KpacHeJI MeXK BeT-



BSIMH COCEH U ITMXT 3aKaT, CJIBIIIAINCh TOJI0Ca U
cMeX pabOTHHKOB, COOMPABIIUXCI K Y>KUHY BO3-
Jie JIFO[ICKOM. B IIpoJieT KOMHAT, B OKHO OHOGJIHO-
TeKH, IJIsifiesia poBHasg U GecliBeTHAasl CHHEBa Be-
yepHero Heba ¢ HEIIOABMYKHOM PO30BOM 3Be3/0M1
HaJ, Heli; Ha 9TOM CHHeBe KapTHUHHO PHUCOBaIach
3ejleHasl BepIIMHA KyleHa U 6esin3Ha, KaK Obl
3UMHSIS1, BCETO TOTO, UTO I[BEJIO B Cajy. A OH IIIa-
raJl ¥ maraJl, y>Ke COBCeM He 3a00TACh 0 TOM, KaK
OyZeT 9TO MCTOJIKOBAaHO B ioMe. 3yObl ero OBLIN
CTHUCHYTHI 0 60JIH B T0JIOBE.



Xvi

9TOI0 JHS OH IIepecTall CJIeJUTh 3a BCEMHU Te-

MH IIepeMeHaMH, YTO COBEpIIaJio BOKPYT
Hero HacTryIaroliee jieto. OH BUJeJ U JaKe YyB-
CTBOBAJI UX, 3TU IIepeMeHBbl, HO OHH II0TePsIU
IJIs1 HETO CBOIO CAaMOCTOSITEJIBHYIO [I€HHOCTD, OH
HacJaXkKAaacsd MMM TOJBKO MYYHUTEJBHO: YeM
OBLIO JIydllle, TeM My4uTeJbHee ObLIO eMy. KaTa
CTaJla y>Ke UCTUHHBIM HaBaKaeHHeM; KaTa ObI-
Jla Tellepb BO BCEM U 3a BCeM Y’Ke [0 HeJIeIIOCTH,
a TaK KaK BCIKHMH HOBBIM [IeHb BCe CTpalllHee
IIOATBEP>KAaJI, UYTO OHa JJI Hero, Ay MUTH, yKe
He CYILIeCTBYeT, UTO OHA yKe B Ubel-TO Uy’KOu
BJIACTH, OTJaeT KOMY-TO APYIoMy cebs U CBOIO
JIF060BB, BCELIeJIO0 JO/DKEHCTBYIOIIYIO IIPHHAJIe-
’KaTb eMy, MUTe, TO U BCe B MHpe CTAJI0 Ka3aTh-
C1 HEHY)XHBIM, MYyYWUTeJBHBIM H TeM O6oJiee
HEeHY)>XHBIM U MY4YHWTeJLHBIM, YeM 0ojiee OHO
OBLIIO IIPeKpPacHO.

ITo HOYaM OH IIOYTH He craj. IIpesecTs ITUX
JIVHHBIX HOYel ObllIa HeCcpaBHEHHA. THUXO0-THXO
CTOsJI HOYHOM MJIeUHBIN cafl. OCTOPOXKHO, M3He-
Morasi OT HeTH, IIeJIM HOYHBIe COJIOBBH, COCTH3a-
ACh NPYT C APYIOM B CIaJ0CTH U TOHKOCTH II€-



CeH, B UX YMCTOTe, TIIaTeJIbHOCTH, 3BYUHOCTH. 1
THUXas, He)KHas, COBCeM OJiefHas JIyHa HU3KO
CTOsJIa HaJ CaZloM, 1 HEM3MEHHO COITyTCTBOBaJjIa
el MeJIKas, HeCKa3saHHO IIpesieCTHas 3bI0b T'OJIY-
00BaTBHIX 00/1aKOB. MHTS cIIajJ C He3aHaBEeIIleH-
HBIMU OKHaMU, U Caj U JIyHa BCI0 HOYb CMOTpe-
JIX B HUX. U BCAKUU pa3 KaK OH OTKpHIBAJI IJIasa
U B3IJIIBIBAJI Ha JIYHY, OH TOTYAC ’Ke MBICJIEHHO
IIPOM3HOCHJI, KaK OJepKHUMBIN: «KaTal» — U ¢
TaKMM BOCTOPIOM, C TaKOM OO0JIbIO, UTO €My Ca-
MOMY CTAaHOBUWJIOCH [HKO: YeM, B CaMOM [IeJle,
MoIJIa HallOMHUTL eMy KaTro jsiyHa, a BeJlb Ha-
IIOMHIIA ’Ke, HallOMHHJIa YeM-TO M, YTO BCEro
yIUBUTEJbHEE, Take UeM-TO 3pUTEILHLIM! A I10-
POI0 OH IIPOCTO HUYEro He BUJeJ: KejaaHHe Ka-
TH, BOCIIOMUHAHUA O TOM, UTO OBLIIO MeXX1y HU-
MM B MOCKBe, OXBaThIBAJIM €ro C TaKOM CHJIOH,
YTO OH BeCh [APO’KaJl JIMXOPAZOUYHOU APOKbI0 U
MOJIHJI 60Ta — U, YBBI, BCerjia HalpacHo! — yBU-
IIeTh ee BMeCTe C CO0O0M, BOT Ha 3TOH IIOCTEJIH,
XOTh BO CHe. OMHa’KAbl 3UMOM OH OBLII C HEH B
Bosbiiom Teatpe Ha «®aycre» ¢ COOGMHOBBIM U
[MMamganuHbIM. [IoueMy-TO B 3TOT Beuep BCe Kasa-
JIOCb €My 0COO6eHHO BOCXUTUTENLHBIM: U CBET-
Jas, y)Ke 3HOMHas W AYIIHUCTasg OT MHOTOJIIJ-



cTBa 6e3fHa, 3sUgBIIAad 10/ HUMU, U KpacHO-6ap-
XaTHBIe, C 30JI0TOM, 3TaKU JIOXK, IIepeIloIHeH-
Hble OJIECTAIIMMU HapsaMH, U KeMUy>KHOe CH-
sHYe HaJl 3TOM 0e3HOM I'MTaHTCKOU JIFOCTPHI, U
JILIOIIIMECS JaIeKO BHU3Y II0[ MaXaHbe Kallejlb-
MelCcTepa 3BYKU YBePTIOPHI, TO TpeMdIlue, Ibs-
BOJIbCKME, TO 66CKOHEYHO He)KHbIe U TPYCTHBHIE:
«Ku, 6611 B dysie 106PHIM KOPOJIb...» [IpOBOSUB
II0CJIe 3TOrO CIIEeKTaKJId, II0 KPeIKoMYy MOPO3Y
JIyHHOU HOouH, KaTio Ha KucioBKy, MUTS 0c06€eH-
HO II03[THO 3aCHjieJics y Hee, 0COOeHHO U3HeMOT
OT IIOIleJIyeB ¥ yHeC C COOOM IIeJIKOBYIO JIEHTY,
KoTopou KaTg 3aBsi3biBajia cebe Ha HOYb KOCY.
Tereps, B 9TH My4YHUTeIbLHEIEe MalCKIe HOYH, OH
IIOIIIeJsI 0 TOTO, YTO He MOT JyMaThb 6e3 coIpora-
HHS Ta’ke 00 3TOM JIEHTe, JIeKaBIIIeH B €Tr0 ITHCh-
MEHHOM CTOJI€.

A HeM OH cIiaJji, II0OTOM ye3>KaJjl BEpXOM B TO
ceJio, rae ObLIA >KeJe3HOIOPOKHAsA CTaHIUSA U
nmoyra. /JHU IIPOJ0JDKAIN CTOATE IIOroskue. Ilepe-
majaau [0XKAU, Ipoberaju Ipo3bl U JIMBHU, U
OIIATH CHSJIO JKapKoe COJIHIIe, HEIIPpeCTaHHO TBO-
PUBIIIEe CBOIO CIIEIIHYIO PaboTy B cajlax, MOJIIX
U JiecaX. CaJ oTIIBeTaJsI, OCBIIIAJICS, HO 3aTO IIPO-
IoJDKasl OyMHO I'yCTeTh U TEMHETS. Jleca TOHYJIN



y>Ke B HeCMeTHBIX IIBeTaX, B BBICOKUX TpaBax, U
3By4YHas IIyOMHaA UX HEMOJIYHO 3BaJla B CBOMU 3e-
JIeHble HeZipa COJIOBbSMU U KYKYIIKaMU. Y>Ke HC-
ye3jla Harora IIOJIed — HMX CIUIOIIb ITOKPBLIN
pasHoo6pa3Ho 6oraThle BCXOABI Xy1e60B. 1 Mutsa
II0 IieJIbIM HAM IIpomajaj B 3TUX Jiecax U IIO-
JISIX.

CJIUIIIKOM CTBIJHO CTaI0 eMy TOp4YaTh Kak-
oe yTpo Ha OaJIKOHe WIM Cpefyu ABopa B bec-
IUIOTHOM O>KMJaHUHU IIpHe3/ia C II0YThI CTapOCThI
Uy paboTHUKA. /la ¥ He Bcerjga O6bLJI0 BpeMs Y
CTapoCThl U y PabOTHUKOB €30UTh 3a BOCEMb
BepCT 3a IIyCcTAKaMHU. M BOT OH CTaJl e34uUTh Ha
routy caM. Ho 1 caM OH HeM3MeHHO BO3BpallaJ-
Cs IOMOM C OJJHUM HOMEPOM OPJIOBCKOM ra3eTsl
WU nucbMoM AHH, KocTu. 11 MyKH ero CTaIu Jo-
CTHUIaTh Yy Ke KparHero Ipezesia. Ilosa u jieca, 1o
KOTOPBIM eXaJI OH, TaK IIOJaBJ/ILIM ero CBOeH
KpacoToH, CBOMM CYaCTbeM, UTO OH CTaJl YyB-
CTBOBAThH I/[e-TO B IPy/Ix 60JIb TasKe TeJIeCHYIO.

Pas, mmepes; BeyepoM, OH eXaJI C IIOYTHI yepes
IIYCTYIO COCEAICKYIO ycaZb0y, CTOSABIIYIO B CTAPOM
IapKe, KOTOPBIM CIHUBAJICA C OKPY>KaBIIUM €ro
6epe3oBBIM JiecoM. OH exaJI 110 TabeJIbHOMY IIPO-
CIIEKTY, KaK Ha3bIBaJIU MYKHUKH IJIABHYIO a0



9TOM ycazb6bl. Ee cocTaB/sIM [jBa psfia OIpPOM-
HBIX YepHEIX ejlell. BeJMKoOJIeITHO-MpauHas, IIIU-
poKasi, BCA IIOKpPBITAasd TOJICTBIM CJIOeM PbIKeN
CKOJIb3KOM XBOH, OHA BeJla K CTApUHHOMY [I0MY,
CTOSIBIIIEMY B CaMOM KOHIIe ee Kopugopa. Kpac-
HBIM, CYXOM M CIOKOWHBIA CBET COJIHIIA, OILYC-
KaBIIIerocsd cjIeBa 3a MapKoM U JIeCOM, HauCKOCh
03apsyI MeXXy CTBOJIaMH HH3 3TOTO KOPHUIOPa,
6JIecTesI II0 ero XBOMHOM 30JI0THCTOM HaCTHJIKeE.
U Takad 3auapoBaHHad THUIIMHA Ijapuia Kpy-
TOM, — TOJIBKO OZJHU COJIOBBU I'peMesiud U3 KOHIIa
B KOHeI] I1apKa, — TaK CJIaJKO I1aXJI0 U eJIsIMU U
’KaCMHHOM, KYCThI KOTOPOI'O0 OTOBCIOY 06CTYIIa-
JIX I0M, U TaKoe BeJIUKOE — Ube-TO UyrKOoe, [JaB-
Hee CYacThbe IIOYYBCTBOBAJIOCHL MHTe BO BCEM
9TOM U TaK CTPAIIHO SIBCTBEHHO BIPYT IIPEJCTa-
BUJIaCh eMy Ha OTPOMHOM BeTXOM OajIKOHe, Cpe-
U KyCTOB >KacMUHa, KaTg B o6pase ero MoJIofom
JKeHbI, YTO OH CaM OIyTHWI, KaK cMepTeJabHas
6J1eJHOCTE CTATHMBAET ero JIUIL0, U TBEPZO0 CKa3sasl
BCJIYX, Ha BCHO aJUJIEl0:

— Ecsin yepe3 Hemesr0 IMcbMa He OyzeT, —
3aCTpeJsroCch!



XVil

a Ipyroi AeHb OH BCTaJI OYEHBb II034HO. Ilo-

ciie obefja OH CHjes Ha 6aJIKOHe, [epskaJl Ha
KOJIEHSIX KHUTY, TJIA/leJl Ha CTPaHUIIbl, ITOKPHI-
Thle IIeYaThblo, ¥ TYIIO AyMaJl: «EXaTh WIM HeT Ha
Io4Ty?»

Bbu10 >Kapko, Oesible 6ab0YKK IIapaMU BHU-
JIUCh IPYT 3a APYyrOM HaJ rops4yeil TpaBOM, HaJ
CTEK/ITHHO OJiecTeBIIUM OepeckyieToM. OH cile-
oun 3a 6aboykaMU U OISITH CIIpalllMBajl cebd:
«EXaTh WU pa3oM 000pBaTh 3TU IIOCTBIHBIE I10-
e3IKU?»

H3-1107, TOpEI, B BOPOTax, II0Ka3ajCsi BEPXOM
Ha >XepebIie crapocrta. CTapocTra IIOCMOTpes Ha
6aJIKOH U I10exaJl IIpIMo Ha Hero. IlogbexaB, OH
OCTaHOBUJI JIOIIA/Ib U CKasaJl:

— Jlo6poro yTpa! Bce uuraere?

U ycMexHYyJICS, OTJISIHYJICS KPYTOM.

— Mawmaita cIrsiT? — CIIpOCHJI OH HETPOMKO.

— JlyMaro, 4TO CIIUT, — OTBeTHWJI MUTI. — A
yTO0?

CrapocTa IIOMOJIYaJ U BIPYT Cepbe3HO CKa-
3aJL

— Yto 7K, 6apuyK, KHMJKKa XOPOIIIa, /1a Ha BCe



BpeMsd Hazio 3HATh. UTO K BBl MOHAXOM-TO >KUBe-
Te? At MaJjio 6a6, 1eBOK?

MuTa He 0T03BaJICA U OIIYCTHJI IJIa3a Ha KHU-
Iy.

— ToI e 6bL1? — CIIPOCHJI OH, He TJIA/.

— BBl Ha II04YTe, — CKasaJ crapocra.— U,
KOHEYHO, IIhCeM HUKAaKUX TaM HeTYy, KpoMe Of-
HOM raseTKH.

— IloueMmy ’ke «KOHEYHO»?

— IloToMy, 4TO, 3HAUUT, ellle IUIIYT, HE [0-
MHCcaJd, — OTBETHJI CTapocTa Irpybo M HaCMelll-
JIUBO, OOMDKEHHBIM TeM, 4YTO MUTS He IOAJep-
’KaJsl ero pasrosopa. — IloskaJryiTe IOJIyYUTh, —
CKas3aJl OH, IIpoTAruBasg Mure raseTky, U, TPOHYB
JIoLIaAb, II0eXaJjl IPoyYb.

«3acTpeyrch!» — 1ogymMan Mura TBepro,
IJIA0 B KHUTY ¥ HUYero He BULA.



XVl

TS B caM He MOT He IIOHHMAaTb, YTO HeJIb3s

U BOOOpas3uTh cebe HUYero 6GoJiee AUKOTO,
KaK 3TO: 3aCTPeJIUThCS, pa3ApobUTh cebe deper,
cpasy o6opBaThb OMeHHe KPEeIIKOI0 MOJIOZOTO
cepAila, 060pBaTh MBICIb U UYBCTBO, OTJIOXHYTh,
OCJIEIIHYTh, KCYE3HYTh U3 TOTO HeCKa3aHHO IIpe-
KpPacHOTO MHpa, KOTOPBIA TOJIBKO TeIleph BIIEp-
Bble BeChb OTKPBLICS Iepe]l HUM, MTHOBEHHO U
HaBeKU JIUIIUTHCA BCSIKOTO Y4aCTHS B TOM ca-
MOU KU3HH, Ife KaTsa 1 HacTyIarlee JIeTo, Ie
Hebo, obJiaKa, COJIHIIE, TeIJIbIA BeTep, Xjieba B
II0JISIX, Cejla, JlepeBHH, JeBKH, MaMa, ycazb0a,
Amngd, KocTsd, CTUXH B CTaphIX KYpHaJIaX, a Ie-To
TaM — CeBacToII0JIb, balilapcKkye BOpOTa, CHUpe-
HeBble 3HOMHBIE TOPbl B COCHOBBIX U OYKOBBIX
Jiecax, OCJIeIIUTeJIbHO-0esoe, AyIIHOe II10CCe, Ca-
Ibl JIMBaguu M AJIYIIKH, PacKaJIeHHBIU IIeCOK Y
CUSIIOIIET0 MOPS, 3aropeJsible eTH, 3aropeJble Ky-
HaJbOIUIBl — U OIITh KaTs, B 6eJI0M ILIaThe,
11oJ;, 6esIbIM 30HTHUKOM, CHUJAINAs Ha TajJbKe Y ca-
MBIX BOJIH, CJIEIISIIIMX CBOUM 0JIeCKOM, BBLI3BIBA-
IOIIIUX HEBOJIBHYI0 YJIBIOKY O€CIIPUYNHHOTO CYa-
CTBS...



OH 3TO IOHUMAJ, HO YTO >Ke ObLIO JesaTh?
Kak ¥ KyZa BBEIpBaThCI U3 TOTO 3aKOJILOBAHHOTO
Kpyra, e ObLJI0 TeM My4YHUTeJIbHee, TeEM HeCcTep-
nuMmee, yeM ObLIO Jyullie? UMEHHO 3TO-TO U OBI-
JIO HEeIIOCUJIbHO — TO CaMoOe CYaCTbe, KOTOPBHIM
TIOLABJIAJ eT0 MUP U KOTOPOMY He0oCTaBaJIo ye-
T0-TO CaMOTI'0 HYKHOTO.

BoT oH mpochelmaszicd yTpoM, U IlepBoOe, YTO
yIapsio eMy B IJiasa, ObLJIIO PafiloCTHOE COJIHILE,
IIepBOe, UTO OH CJIbIIIaJ, OBLI PaZlOCTHBIM, 3HA-
KOMBIU C JIeTCTBA TPE3BOH [IEPEBEHCKOMU ITepK-
BU — TaM, 3a POCHUCTHIM, IIOJIHBIM T€HU U OJIec-
Ka, IITUL] U IIBETOB CaZ[0M; PaZOCTHBI, MUJIbI ObI-
JIA JlaXKe >KeJTeHbKHe 000M Ha CTeHaX, BCe Te
7Ke, UTO JKeJITeJIU U B ero leTcTBe. Ho ToTUac XKe,
BOCTOPIOM M y’>KacoM, BCH JyIly IIpoH3aJa
MBbICIb: KaTd! YTpeHHee coHITe G6JIMCTaIo ee MO-
JIOIOCTBIO, CBEXKECTh CaZila Oblla ee CBEeXKeCThIO,
BCe TO BeceJsioe, UTPUBOE, YTO OBLIO B TPE3BOHE
KOJIOKOJIOB, TOXKe HIPaJi0 KpacoTOM, U3Ille-
CTBOM ee o0pasa, Aef0BCKHe 0060M TpeboBaJIy,
4TOOBI OHA pasjesnuia ¢ MUTeN BCHO Ty POJHYIO
IlepeBEHCKYI0 CTapuHYy, Ty >XU3Hb, B KOTOPOH
JKWUJIM ¥ YMUPAJIU 3[lech, B 3TOU ycaab0e, B 3TOM
lOMe, ero OTIbl U fenbl. 1 Muta orbpachiBal



IIpOYb OJlesiyI0, BCKAaKUBaJ C IIOCTeJH B OHOM!
pyballike, ¢ pPacKpbITHIM BOPOTOM, AJIMHHOHO-
TUU, XY[IOH, HO BCe ’Ke KPeIlKUU, MOJIO0M, TeIl-
JIBIA CO CHA, OBICTPO BBIABUTAJI AIUK ITUCHMEH-
HOIO CTOJIa, XBaTaJl 3aBeTHyH ¢oTorpapuye-
CKYI0 KapTOUYKy U BIIaJjajJ B CTOJIOHSK, KaJiHO U
BOIIPOCUTEJILHO IJIA/II Ha Hee. Bcd mpesiecTs, BCA
rpalus, BCe TO HeU3bICHUMOe, CUAIOIIlee U 30BY-
111ee, YTO eCTh B JIeBUUBbEM, B )KEHCKOM, BCe ObLIO
B 3TOM HEMHOI'0 3MEHWHOM I'0JIOBKE, B ee IIpUYecC-
Ke, B ee UyTh BBISHIBAIOIIlEM KW BMECTe C TeM
HeBHUHHOM B3ope! Ho 3araZjoyHo U C HeCOKpPYIIIH-
MBIM BecCeJIbIM 6e3MOJIBUEM CHUSI 9TOT B30p — U
I7ie OBLIO B34Th CHUJI [IepeHeCTH ero, TaKoM 6JIMs-
KHUUM U TaKOMW JaJIeKUuH, a Telnepb, MOXKET ObITh,
La)ke W HaBeKU YY)KOM, OTKpPBIBIINUN Takoe
HeCKa3aHHOe CYacTbe >KUTh U TaK 0eCCTBIHO U
CTpaIIHO 0OMaHyBIIUN?

B TOT Beuep, Korja OH exas C IIOYTHI yepes
[IlaxoBCKOe, 4Yepe3 3Ty CTapUHHYI IIyCTYIO
ycasgb0y C 4YepHOU eJjIOBOM ajuieei, OH OYeHb
TOYHO BBIPa3HJI CBOMM HeOXXUJaHHBIM Jlarke I
caMoro ce6si BOCKJIUIIAHHEM TO KpaliHee H3He-
MO>KeHHe, KOTOPOro OH LOCTUTr. CTOod 110/ OKHOM
II0YTHI, TJIAAA C cefjla, KaK IIouTapb HaIpacHO



poeTcsd B Kyde raseT U IIHCEM, OH YCJIbIXal C3agH
cebd IIyM IIOAXOAAINEr0 K CTaHIIMU IIoesna, U
9TOT IYM M 3allaX IIapOBO3HOIO AbIMA IIOTPSC
ero C4yacTbeM BOCIIOMHHaHUA 0 KypCKOM BOK3a-
Jie ¥ BooO1ie 0 MockBe. Efy4u 110 ceJly C IIOYTH,
B Ka)K[ 0! UAyIlel BIlepelin eBKe HeOO0JIbIIIOI0
pocTa, B IBM)KEHUU ee Oefilep OH C UCIIyIOM JIO-
BIJI 4TO-TO KaTHHO. B 110JIe OH BCTPETHUJ YbI0-TO
TPOMKY, — B TapaHTace, KOTOPBIM IIUOKO HecJIa
OHAa, MeJIbKHYJIU IBe IIUIAIKY, OJHa JeBUYbi, U
OH UyThb He BCKpUKHYJIL: «KaTd!» besble I1BeTHI Ha
Mej)Ke MTHOBEHHO CBS3BIBaJIUCh C MBICJIBIO O ee
OesbIX IlepyaTKaX, CHHUE MeIBeKbU YIIKU — C
IIBETOM €ee ByaJIH... A KOTZa OH, IIPH 3aX0JsIIeM
COJIHIIe, BBhe3yKas B IIlaXxoBCKOe, CYXOM U CJIa[-
KHUH 3alax ejied U POCKOIIHBIM 3alax KacMUHA
Iajy eMy TaKOe OCTpOe UyBCTBO JIeTa U Ybel-TO
CTapUHHOM JIeTHEH >KM3HU B 3TOM 6GOraToml u
IIpeKpacHoM ycazbbe, 4yTO, B3IVIIHYB Ha Kpac-
HO0-30JI0TOM BeUepHUH CBeT B ajijiee, HA I0M, CTO-
IBIIWMN B ee IJIyOHHe, B Beueperller TeHU, OH
BApPYT yBHUAesa KaTro, CXOAUBIIYIO, BO BCEM pac-
IIBeTe KeHCKOH IIpeJiecTH, ¢ 6aJKOHa B caf, IIO-
UTU COBepIIIeHHO TaK >Ke IBCTBEHHO, KaK BUJ eIl
IOM U >KaCMUH. Y>Ke TaBHO yTepsyl OH >KU3HEH-



HOe IIpeJicTaBJIeHNe 0 Hel, U y’Ke SBJsjIach OHa
eMy C KaKIbIM JJHeM Bce HeOoObIYHee, BCe IIPeoo-
pa’keHHee, — B 3TOT ’Ke Beyep ee IIpeobpakeHHe
LOCTUIJIO TaKOM CHJIBI, TAKOM TOP>KeCTBYIOILIEH
1mo6egHOCTH, YTO MHUTA y’KacHyJICA ellle GoJlee,
yeM B TOT II0JI/{eHb, KOI/la BHe3aIlHO 3aKyKoBaJla
HaJi HUM KYKYIIIKa.



XIX

I/I OH IlepecTaJl e3UTh Ha II0UTY, 3aCTaBUJI Ce-
651 060pBaTh 9TU I10€3IKU OTYASTHHBIM, Kpau-
HUM ycwineM BoJid. IlepecTasl U caM IIHCATh.
Bens Bce yrke OBLIIO UCIIPOOOBAaHO, BCe HAIIKCA-
HO: U HEUCTOBbIE YBEPEeHUs B CBOEU JIIOOBHU, Ta-
KOM, KaKOH ellle He ObIBAJIO Ha 3eMJle, U YHU3U-
TeJIbHbIe MOJILOBI O ee JIFOOBU MM XOTS OBI O
«Ipy>K0e», U 6eccoBeCTHBIE BBIYMKH, UTO OH 60-
JIeH, YTO OH IIHIIIET, Jie>Ka B IIOCTEJIH, — C IeJIbI0
BBLI3BAaTh K ce6e XOTb >KaJIOCThb, XOTh KaKoe-HH-
O0yab BHUMaHHe, — U JlaKe YIPpo’Karollire HaMe-
KU Ha TO, YTO eMy OCTaHeTCs, KaXKeTCsl, O[THO: U3-
6aBUTH KaTio U CBOHUX «00JIee CUACTJIMBBIX CO-
IIEPHUKOB» OT CBOEr0 IIPUCYTCTBUA Ha 3emiie. U,
repecTaB IIMCAaTh M OMOTAaThCSI OTBETa, BCEMU
CHJIaMH 3aCTaBJIsIs ce0s He »KIaTh HUYero (a Bce-
TaKyl BTaWHe HaJesaCh, YTO NUCbMO IIPUAET
HUMEHHO TOTrjJa, Korja Wi obMmaHellb CyAbOy,
OYeHb XOPOII0 IIPUKHUHYBIINCH PaBHOAYIIIHBIM,
WU KOTZa B CaMOM /[iesie JOObelIbCcs PaBHOMY-
II11s1), BCAYECKU CTapasch He AyMaTh 0 KaTe, BCd-
YyeCKH HIIA CIIaCeHH OT Hee, OH OIISITH CTaJl UH-
TaTh YTO II0Jl PYKY IIOIAaJeTCs, e30UTh CO CTApOo-



CTOM I10 X03IMCTBEHHBIM JIejlaM B COCeIHIeE ceJia
U BHYTpeHHe 6e3 yCTaJI0CTH TBePAUTH cebe; «Bce
paBHO, IIyCTh OyIeT UTO OymeT!»

1 BOT 0fHA Kbl BO3BPALIAJIUCh OHU CO CTapO-
CTOM C XyTOpa, eXaIkd Ha 6eryHKax U, KaK BCerya,
mu6bko. Oba CHes M BepxoM, CTapoCTa BIIEpe-
i, — OH IIpaBWJI, — a MUTS c3any, U oba II0f-
CKaKWBaJIX OT TOJYKOB, 0CO6eHHO MUTS, KOTO-
PBIH KPeIIKo JeprKasIcd 3a MOAYIIKY U IVIAes TO
B KpaCHBIM 3aTBUIOK CTapOCTHI, TO Ha IIPBIraio-
IMe Iiepef IryasaMu Iosid. I[Iogbesskas K oMy,
CTapoCTa OIIYCTHJI BOXCOKH, I10eXasl I11aroM, crasl
BepTeThb IIUTapKy U, YXMBLILACH B Pa3BepPHYTHIN
KHCeT, CKa3aJI:

— BoT BEHI TOTZa, 6apUuyK, 06Me/IMCh Ha MEeHH,
a IloHaImpacHy. Pa3Be g He IIpaB/y BaM T'OBOPUII?
KHmkka xopollla, 0T4ero ¥ He IIOYMTATh Ha IY-
JITHKAX, Jla BeJlb OHa He YH/IeT, Ha Bce BpeMs Ha-
II0 3HATh.

MUTSA BCHBIXHYJI U HEOKUIaHHO JJI1 CaMOI0
cebs OTBeTWJI C IIPUTBOPHOM IIPOCTOTOM U
HeJIOBKOM YCMEeIIKOM!:

— /la HUKOI'0 UTO-TO HETY Ha IIpUMeTe...

— Kak Tak? — ckasajy crapocra. — CKOJIBKO
0ab, 7eBoK!



— JleBKU TOJILKO MAaHMIT, — OTBeTHJ MWUTH,
cTapasiCb TOBOPUTEL B TOH cTapocre. — Ha JeBokK
HaJeXxza IUIoxas.

— He MaHAT, a o6pallleHbs BBl He 3HaeTe, —
CKasajJl CcTapocTa YysKe HacTaBUTeJIbHO.— U
OIIATH JKe CKYIIUTEeCh. A cyXas JIOJKKa POT JiepeT.

— Huuero 611 s He cTajl CKYIIUTBCA, OB fie-
JIO IIyTHOEe U BepHOe, — OTBEeTHUJI BAPYr MUt
0eCCTBITHO.

— A He cTaHeTe, Bce U Oy/ieT B JIy4llleM BHU-
Zle, — CKasaJl CTapocTa, 3aKypHUBas, W IIPOJOJI-
’KaJl KaKk OBl HeCKOJIbKO OOM)XeHHO: — MHe He
LIeJIKOBBIM, He II0JapOoK Balll JOPOT, 8 MHE X0YeT-
C1 YAOBOJILCTBHE BaM cZesaThb. [UIAHY, IJIAHY:
cKy4aeT 6apuyk! Her, ymaro, 3TOTO Jiejia HeJlb3s
TaK OCTaBUTh. I CBOMX rOCIIOf 3aBcerpa 6epy B
pacdet. S BOT y Bac BTOPOM IO, KUBY, 4 HA OT
Bac, HU OT O6apbIHM, CjIaBa 60ry, IIOXOIO CI0Ba
He cJbIXaJ. /IpyruM, K IIpUMepy, 4To Oapckas
CKOTHHA? CpITa — XOPOIIIO, HET — UepT C Hel. A
y MeHs TOro HeT. MHe CKOTHHA JOpO’Ke Bcero. S
U pebATaM rOBOPIO; MHe KaK XO4deTe, a YTOOBI y
MeHs CKOTHHa ChITa 6bl1al

Murtd y>ke cTaj [yMaTh, YTO CTAPOCTa BHIIIHB-
IIIM, HO CTapoCTa BAPYI 6POCHII 06M>KeHHO-3a/1y-



LIeBHBIM TOH M CKa3as, BOIIPOCUTEJIBLHO B3IJIA-
HYB Ha MUTIO yepes IjIevo:

— /la BOT 4ero Jiyullle AysieHKa? ba6eHKa siJ10-
BUTAas, MOJIOJeHbKasdA, My>K Ha I1axTaxX... TOJIbKO
U ey, KOHeYHO, Ha/l0 KaKOU-HUOYJb IIYCTSIK CY-
HyTb. Hy, ucTtpaTtuTe, cKka’keM, Ha BCe IIpO Bce
nATepKy. 1[eIKOBBIN, CKaXkeM, eil Ha YrOIlleHbe,
IBa — Ha pyku. Hy, MHe Ha TabaudyuIIIKO CKOJIb-
KO-HUOY/[Ib...

— 3a 3TUM [1eJI0 He CTaHeT, — OTBeTUJ Mur4,
OITATH IIPOTUB BOJIU. — TOJILKO IIPO KaKyI0 AJIeH-
KY TBHI TOBOPHIIE?

— IIoHATHO, IPO JIECHUKOBY, — CKasaJI CTapo-
cTta. — /la aii BBl ee He 3HaeTe? HeBeCcTKa HOBOTO
JlecHUKa. BEI ee, fymMaeTcs, B IIPOIILJIOE BOCKpeCe-
HEBE B [IepKBU BUJEJIH... 5 TOI/Ia IIPSIMO Ke II0AY-
MaJI: BOT OB HallleMy 6ap4yKy B caMbIi pas! Bce-
T0 BTOPOM I'ofZ 3aMy>KeM, XOIUT YUCTO...

— Hy u 4uTo0 Xe, — oTBeTHs MUTH, ycMeXa-
sICh, — HY BOT U YCTPOIA.

— Torpa 4, 3Ha4uT, 6yAy crapaThbCs, — CKa3ajl
cTapocTa, 6epsch 3a BOXOKU. — S, 3HAUYUT, Ha
IHSIX IIOITBITAl0 ee. A BBl U CAaMU II0KA He JpeMU-
Te. 3aBTpa OHa y HaC C JeBKaMU Bajl B Cany
OIIPaBJIAThL OyZeT, BOT BBl U IIPUXOJUTE B Cap...



A KHIDKKA 3Ta HUKOIZIA He YHIET, aBOCh elIlle B
MocKBe HaUHUTaeTeCh...

U1 TpoHyJI JIOMIa/b, U [IPOXKKU OIIATH 3aTPSIC-
JIUCH U 3allpbITaju. MUTS KpeIKo [[eprkascs 3a
MIOAYIIKY M, CTapasich He IJIIIeTh Ha KPacHYIo
TOJICTYIO IIIe}0 CTapOCTHI, CMOTpPeJI Bfiaslb, Uepes
IepeBbs CBOETO cajia ¥ JIO3WHBI JIePeBHH, JIe)KaB-
el Ha cKaTe K peKe, K PeUHBIM JIyraM. UTo-TO
ITUKO HEO>KUIaHHOE, HeJIeIIoe M BMeCTe C TeM Ta-
KOe, OTUero II0 BCEMY TeJy IIPOXO[HJIO 3HOOS-
IIjee TOMJIEHHUE, OBLJIO y>Ke HAIlOJIOBUHY CleJIaHOo.
U y>Ke Kak-TO IIO-MHOMY, YeM IIpe)kze, Topyasa
Ilepe]; HUM H3-3a BEpIIUH cafia U 6GJecTesa Kpe-
CTOM B IIpe/iBeYepHEM COJIHIIE C JIeTCTBA 3HAKO-
Masi KOJIOKOJIBHSL.



XX

eBKHM 3a Xyno6y 3Baqu MUTIO 6GOp3BIM, OH

OBLTT U3 TOM IIOPOABI JIIOZlel C YepHBIMH, KaK
OBl IIOCTOSIHHO paclIMpeHHBIMHU IJIa3aMH, Yy KO-
TOPBIX IIOUTH He PACTYT /Ia>Ke B 3peJsIble TObI HU
yCBbl, HU 60pofia, — KypuyaBUTCS TOJHKO HEUTO
penkoe U kecTkoe. OHaKO Ha JPYyrod JeHb II0-
cJIe pa3roBopa CO CTapOCTOM OH C yTpa MOGPHUIICS
U HaJIeJT JKeJITYI0 ITIeJTKOBYH PyOaIlKy, CTpaHHO
U KpacuBO OCBETHUBIIYI0 €r0 H3MO’K/IeHHOe U
Kak 6bI BIOXHOBEHHOE JIUIIO.

B ogMHHAIIIATOM Yacy OH MeJJIeHHO, CTapa-
ICh TPUAATH ce6e HEMHOIO CKYYalOIl[Ui, OT
HeYero JieaTh IyJISIOIUN BU, TIOIIeJI B cafl.

BhIIII€]T OH C IJIaBHOTO KPBLIbITA, 06paIeHHO-
ro Ha ceBep. Ha ceBepe, Ha/l KpHIIIIaMU KapeTHO-
o capasi ¥ CKOTHOTO /TBOpPa U HaJl TOM YacThIO Ca-
Ia, U3-3a KOTOPOM Bcerja IJsiiesia KOJIOKOIbHS,
CTOsIa acHHAasi MyTh. /la ¥ Bce OBLJIO TYCKJIO, B
BO3/lyXe IApWJI0 U IIaXJI0 U3 TPYOBI JIFOACKOM.
MHUTS TIOBEPHYJI 3a JOM U HaIIpPaBHJICSI K JIHUIIO-
BOM aJsuee, I/l Ha BepIIMHBI caZia ¥ Ha He6o0.
W3-T1071 HeoIlpeieJIeHHBIX TYY, 3aX0MSIIIX 3a Ca-
IIOM, C I0TO-BOCTOKA, JYJIO CJIa0bIM TOPSTUMM BeT-



poM. IITUITEI He IIeyu, Ja’ke COJIOBBU MOJIYAJIU.
OnHU ITYesIbl BO MHOXKeCTBe 6€33BYUHO HECIIUCh
yepes cajl Co B3SATKU.

JleBKH, IIompaBsasa Baj, paboTalu OIIATh BO3-
Jie eJIbHUKA, 3a/ie/IbIBAIN B Bajly IIPOTOIITaHHBIE
CKOTHHOH JIa3bl, 3aBajINBAaJIU UX 3eMJIell U IIap-
HBIM, IIPUATHO-BOHIOUUM HAaBO30M, KOTOPBIU pa-
O0THUKHU OT BpeMeHH /10 BpeMeHU I104BO3UIN CO
CKOTHOTO [IBOpa 4yepes3 ajulelo, — ajujles BCA OBI-
Jla ycesiHa BJIKHBIMHM U OJIECTAIIMMU IIIMOTA-
MH. J[eBOK ObLIO IITYK IecTb. COHBKU y>Ke He
OBLII0, — ee TaKU IIPOCBaTaJId, U Tellepb OHAa CH-
lejla I0Ma, KOe-UTO TOTOBSI K cCBagbOe. BELIO
HECKOJIbLKO COBCEM ellle >KUIEHbKUX IEeBUYOHOK,
OblyIa TOJICTas, MIJIOBHAHAs1 AHIOTKa, ObLIa
[namka, cTaBllasg Kak OyATO ellle CypoBee U My-
JKecTBeHHee, — U AjsteHKa. I MUt cpa3y yBHIeJI
ee Cpefu JepeBbeB, Cpasy IOHSAJI, UTO 3TO OHA,
XOTS IpeXkae HUKOT[a He BHUIAJ ee, U ero, KaK
MOJIHUS, II0PasKUI0 HeXXITaHHO U Pe3K0 yapHB-
lee eMy B IJjlada YTO-TO OOIllee, 4To OBLIO, —
WIN TOJILKO ITOUYAMIOCH eMy, — B AJjieHKe C Ka-
Tel. ITO OBLJIO TaK YIUBUTEJIHbHO, YTO OH Jake
IIPUOCTAaHOBUWJICS, HA MUT OTOpoIies. IIoToM pe-
LIUTEJILHO IIOIIesI IIPAMO Ha Hee, He CIIyCKas C



Hee IJIas.

OHa ObLIa TOXKe HeBeJMKa, II0/IBMYKHA.
HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO OHA IPUIILIA Ha TPSA3HYIO
paboTy, oHa Oblla B XOpOLIEHBKOU (6esoi C
KpacHBIMM KpallMHKaMH) CUTLIEBOM KOTe, IIOJ-
II0SICAHHOM YepHBIM JIAKUPOBAHHBIM IIOSICOM, B
TaKoOM >Ke 100Ke, B PO30BOM ILJIaTOYKe, B Kpac-
HBIX LIEPCTIHBIX UyJIKaX U B UepPHBIX MATKUX YY-
HAX, B KOTOPBIX (MJM, BepHee, BO BCeM ee Ma-
JIEHbKOU JIETKOM HOre) OBLIO OISITh-TaKU YTO-TO
KaTuHO, TO eCTh KeHCKOe, CMeIllaHHOe C YeM-TO
IeTCKUM. U rojsioBKa y Hee Oblla HeBeJHMKa U
TeMHBIEe IJla3a CTOSUIA U CHUSJIM IIOYTH TaK JKe,
kak y Katu. Kormga Mutd mogxoaui, oHa OQHa He
paboTasia, Kak 6bI YYBCTBYSI CBOI0 HEKYIO 0COOEH-
HOCTBH CpeJy IIPOYUX, CTOsIa Ha BaJly, [IOCTaBUB
IIpaByI0 HOTY Ha BUJIbI U pasroBapUBasi CO CTapo-
cToi. CrapocTa, 0BGJIOKOTSCH, JiexKasl II0f s16JI0-
Hel Ha CBOEM IU/KaKe C pPBAaHOU ITOAKIaAKON U
KypHUJI. MUTS IIOLOIleJl — OH BEXIUBO IIOBU-
HYJICS Ha TPaBy, laBas eMy MeCTO Ha ITH/KaKe.

— Capurech, Mutpuit Ilasbly, 3aKypsuTe, —
CKasaJl OH JPY>KeCKHU U HeOpesKHO.

Murtsa 6erJyio, UCIIOATHUINKA [JISHYJ Ha AJIEeH-
Ky, — OUYeHb XOPOIIIO OCBeIaJ ee JIUI0 ee PO30-



BOM IJIATOYEK, — CeJI U, OIIYCTUB IJIa3a, CTaJI 3a-
KypuBaThb (OH MHOIO pa3 3a 3UMYy U BeCHY Opo-
caJI KypUTh, Telleph OIIATH 3aKypuiI). AJIeHKa Jia-
’Ke He IIOKJIOHWJIACh eMy, KaK OyATO U He 3aMe-
ThiIa ero. CrapocTa IIPOJOJ/DKal TOBOPUTL el
YTO-TO, 4ero MUT4 He IIOHKMMaJI, He 3Has Havaja
pasroBopa. OHa cMesylach, HO KaK-TO TaK, TOYHO
HU yM, HU CepAlle ee He y4aCTBOBAaJIU B 3TOM
cMexe. B Kak/yro cBor0 ¢pasdy cTapocTa IIpeHe-
Ope’XuTeJIbHO U HAaCMEIJIMBO BCTAaBJISI I10Xab-
Hble HaMeKHu. OHa OTBevYasa eMy JIeTKO U TOXKe
HaCMeIIUIMBO, JaBas IIOHATh, YTO OH B KaKUX-TO
CBOMX HaMepeHMUAX Ha KOro-TO BeJ cebs IJIYIIO,
yepecuyp HaxpalloM, a BMecTe C TeM U TPYCJIH-
BO, 005ICEH >KeHEI.

— Hy, na Te6s He mepebpelelns, — CKa3aa
HaKOHeIl CTapocTa, IIpeKpaijas CIop, 6yATo Obl
BBU/ly ero HajoeBIllel 6ecIiosle3HOCTH. — Tl
Jydlille Uy IIOCUAM C HaMU. bapuH Tebe X0UyT
CJIOBO CKa3aTh.

AneHka IIOBesIa IJIa30M KyZa-TO B CTOPOHY,
IIOLOTKHYJIa Ha BHCOYKAX TeMHBIE KOJIEUKU BO-
JIOC ¥ He IBUHYJIACh C MeCTa.

— W u, roBOPIO, Aypa! — cKasaJ cTapocTa.

WU, mogymMaB MrHOBeHbe, AjleHKa BIPYT JIETKO



COCKOYMJIA C BaJsa, Imogberkasa ¥ Ha KOPTOUKax
mpucesia B [IBYX Illarax OT JIe)KaBIIler0 Ha IIU-
oKake MUTH, Becejl0 U JIFOOOIIBITHO CMOTPS B
JIUII0 eMy TeMHBIMU paclIUpeHHbIMHU IJIa3aMHU.
IToToM 3acMesijiach U CIIPOCHIIA:

— A mpaBpa Bbl, 6apuyK, ¢ 6abaMu He KUBe-
Te? Kak IbIY0K KaKOu?

— A TBI TIOUEM 3Haelllb, UTO He >KUBYT? —
CIIPOCHJI CTApOCTA.

— /Jla y>X 3Har, — ckKasasa AjieHKa.— CIIBI-
mraysa. Het, oHM He MOXKYT. V HUX B MOCKBe
eCTh, — BJPYT 3auUrpasB IJIa3aMH, CKasaja OHa.

— IlogxomAImux 11 HUX HeTy, BOT U He KU-
BYT, — OTBETHJI CTapoCcTa. — MHOTIO ThI IIOHHUMa-
elllb B UX Jejie!

— Kak HeTy? — ckasajia AJIeHKa, CMesACh. —
CkosbKo 6a6, meBOoK! BoH AHIOTKA, — 4Yero JIiyy-
me? AHIOTK, IIOJHU CHOJA, 1eJI0 eCTh! — KpHUKHYJIa
OHa 3BOHKO.

AHIOTKa, IIIUPOKas U MIrKas B CIIHe, KOPOT-
KOpyKasi, 00epHyJach, — JIUII0 Y Hee OBLI0 MUJIO-
BUJHOE, yIbIOKa 00past U IIpUSTHAsA, — YTO-TO
KPHUKHYyJIa B OTBET IIEByYUM T'0JI0COM U 3apabo-
TaJIa elle IyIe.

— l'oBOpaT Tebe, moau! — ellje 3BOHUYEU II0-



BTOpHJIa AJIEHKa.

— Heuyero MHe XOJUTE, He 3ay4eHa g 3THM /Jie-
JlaM, — IIpoIiesia AHIOTKa PafoCTHO.

— HaMm AHIOTKa He HY)KHA, HaM HaJ0 II0YU-
e, 1o6JiaropofHee, — HaCTaBUTEJIbBHO CKasasl
cTapocTa. — MBI caMH 3HaeM, KOTo HaM HaJio.

" oueHb BBIpAasUTEILHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha AJIEH-
Ky. OHa cjIerka CMyTHJIaCh, YYTh-UyTh IIOKPaCHe-
JIa.

— HeT, HeT, HeT, — OTBeTHJIa OHAa, CKphIBasg
CMyIlleHHe YJIBIOKOM, — JIy4llle AHIOTKH He Hal-
Iere. A He XoueTe AHIOTKY, — HacTbKy, OHA TO-
JKe YHCTO XOJUT, B TOPOJie SKUIA...

— Hy 6ymeT, Mo, — HEOKHUJAaHHO TIPy6o
CKasaJl cTapocTra.— 3aHHMaMcsi CBOMM [eJIOM,
rnobpexasia, u 6ygeT. MeHsa U Tak G6apbIHS pyra-
10T, TOBOPAT, OHU Y TeOs TOJIBKO 0XaJIbHUYAOT...

AJleHKa BCKOYMJIAa — W OIIATh C HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHOM JIETKOCTBIO — B3sIack 3a BHJIBL. Ho pa-
OOTHUK, CBAJMBIINU B 3TO BpeMs IIOC/IEJHION0
TeJIeTy HaB03a, KPUKHYJI: «3aBTPaKaTh!» — H, 3a-
ZepraB BOXOKaMH, O0MKO 3arpeMesl BHU3 II0 aJl-
Jiee IIYCTHIM TeJIe;KHBIM SAIITUKOM.

— 3aBTpaKaTh, 3aBTPaKaThb! — Ha pasHbIE I0-
Jioca 3aKpHh4YasId U JIeBKH, 6pocas JIoIlaThl U BU-



JIBI, IIepecKaKuBasg 4Yepe3 BaJl, COCKaKUBasg C
Hero, MeJIbKas TOJIBIMH HOTaMH 1 Pa3HOIIBETHBI-
MU 4YyJIKaMH U cberaschb IIOf, eJIbHUK K CBOUM
y3eJIKaM.

CrapocTa IIOKOCHJICAI Ha MHTIO, IIOAMHUTHYJI
eMy, JKeJlasg CKasaTh, UTO JIeJI0 UMET, U, IIPHUIIOJ-
HHUMasCh, Ha4aJIbCTBEHHO COIJIaCHJIC:

— Hy, 3aBTpakaTh Tak 3aBTPaKaTh...

JleBKH, IecTpes II0J; TEMHOM CTEHOM €eJIOK, Be-
CeJI0 ¥ KakK IIOIaJI0 paccejICh Ha TpaBe, CTalH
pasBsASBEIBATL Y3€JIKHM, BBIHUMATH JIEIIeIKH U
packiafbIBaTh UX Ha II0J0JIBI MEKAY IIPSIMO JIe-
JKalliX HOT, CTaJId >KeBaTh, 3allUBas U3 OYTHLIIOK
KTO MOJIOKOM, KTO KBaCOM H IIPOJ[0JDKast TPOMKO
U 6ecIopsfloYHO TOBOPHUTBH, X0X04Ya KarKJ oMy
CJIOBY ¥ IIOMHHYTHO B3IJIAAbLIBast Ha MHUTIO JIIO-
OOIIBITHBIMU U BBI3BIBAIOIIIMMU IJIa3aMHU. AJIeH-
Ka, HAaKJIOHSCh K AHIOTKe, UTO-TO CKasaja e Ha
yX0. AHIOTKA, He CcJep)kaB oO4dapoBaTeIbHOM
YJBIOKHY, C CHJIOM OTTOJIKHYJIa ee (AJIeHKa, [a-
BSICb CMeXOM, II0BaJIMJIach TOJIOBOM K cebe Ha KO-
JIEHH) U C IIPUTBOPHEIM BO3MYILIEHHEM KPHKHY-
Jla Ha BeCh eJIbHUK CBOMM I1€BYYHM I'0JIOCOM:

— Mlypa! Yero rorouenis 6e3 fesia? Kakas pa-
IIOCTB?



— IlorimeMTe oT rpexa, Murpui Ilanbra, —
CKasaJI cTapocTa, — HIIIb UX YepTH pa3ouparoT!



XXI

Ha IPyTroM JeHb B cafy He paboTasy, OBLI
IIpa3JHUK, BOCKpeCeHbe.

Houbro JIMJI OB, MOKPO IIIyMeJIO II0 KPHI-
Ille, cafl TO ¥ fes1o 6s1efHO, HO IIIMPOKO, CKa304YHO
osapsiicd. K yTpy, ogHaKo, II0rofa oIsiTh pasry-
JIAJ1ach, OIATh BCe CTasI0 IIPOCTO M 6JIaroII0JIyY-
HO, ¥ MHTIO pasbyuy Becesbld, COJIHEUHBIU
TPe3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB.

OH He cIrel1a YMbUICS, OfeJICS, BBIIIHJ CTaKaH
Yaro U IolresI K obefgHe. «Mama y>K YIIUIH, — JIac-
KOBO yIIpeKHyJa ero Ilapaiia, — a Bbl KaK TaTa-
P¥H KaKoOM...»

B 11epKOBb MOKHO OBLJIO IIPONTH HJIM II0 BEI-
TOHY, BBIM/IA M3 BOPOT ycagbObl U CBEPHYB Ha-
IIpaBO, MJIU Yepes cafl, 110 IJIaBHOM ajliee, a II0-
TOM IIO ZIOPOTe MeXXy CafloM M 'YMHOM, HaJeBo.
Murt4 moires uepes caf,.

Bce 6BLJIO yoKe cOBCeM I0-JIeTHeMY. MUTS 111t
II0 aJlJIee IIPSIMO Ha COJIHIIe, CYyX0 OJlecTeBlIllee Ha
IYMHe U B 11osie. I 3TOT 6JIeCK U TPe3BOH KOJIO-
KOJIOB, KaK-TO OYeHb XOPOIII0 ¥ MHUPHO CJIUBaB-
IIUKCA C HUM M CO BCEM 3THUM [[epeBeHCKHUM
yTPOM, ¥ TO, YTO MHTSA TOJIBKO YTO BBIMBLICH,



IIpuyecaj CBOU MOKpBIE, IJITHIIeBUThIe UepHEBIe
BOJIOCBI M Hajes CTyLeH4YeCKUU KapTy3, Bce
BIIPYr II0Kas3aJIoCh TaK XOPOIIo, 4YT0 MUTHO,
OIIATH He CIIaBIIEero BCI HOUb U OIIATH IIPOIIIE[-
IIET0 HOYBI0 4Yepe3 MHOXKeCTBO CaMbIX PasHO-
POIHBIX MBICJIeM U YyBCTB, BAPYT OXBaTUJIa Ha-
IeKlna Ha KakKoe-TO CUacT/IMBOe paspellleHue
BCeX ero Tep3aHUM, Ha CllaceHue, 0CBOO0XKIeHMe
oT HUX. KosioKoJs1a Urpasu M 3Bajiv, TYMHO BIIe-
penu >KapKo 6JjiecTesio, AATel, IIPHUOCTaHaBINBA-
SICh, MPUIOAHUMAS XOXO0JIOK, OBICTPO Oerkasl
BBepX II0 KOPSIBOMY CTBOJIy JIUIIBI B €e CBeT-
JIO-3eJIEHYH0, COJIHEUHYI0 BepIINHY, 6apXaTHBIe
4epHO-KpacHbIe IIMeJIr 3a00TIMBO 3aphIBaJIKCh
B IIBeTHI Ha IOJIIHAX, Ha IIPUIleKe, IITUITHI 3aJIU-
BaJIUCh II0 BCeMY Cajay CJagKo U 6e33ab0THO...
Bce 6b110, KaK GBIBAJI0 MHOTO, MHOTO pa3 B JIET-
CTBE, B OTPOUECTBE, U TAaK >KMBO BCIIOMHUJIOCH
BCe IIpeJieCTHOe, 6e33a60THOE IIpe)KHee BpeMsd,
4TO BIPYI IBUJIACh YBEPEHHOCTH, UTO 60T MUJIO-
CTUB, YTO, MOXeT OBITh, MO’KHO IIPOKUTH Ha
cBeTe U 6e3 Katu.

«B camoM [este, moeny K MemepcKUM», — IIO-
IyMaJI BAPYT MUTS.

Ho TyT OH IIOAHsI IJ1a3a — U B ABaJIaTH II1a-



rax oT cebs yBUJa/I KaK pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT IIPO-
XOJUBIIIYI0 MUMO BOPOT AJIeHKY. OHa OISATH OBI-
Jla B IIIeJIKOBOM PO30BOM ILJIaTOYKe, B TOJIYOOM
HapsIHOM ILIaThe ¢ 060pKaMH, B HOBBIX OallmMa-
Kax ¢ nmopgkoBKaMu. OHa, BUJISAL 3afi0M, OBICTPO
IIlJIa, He BUJA €ro, U OH IIOPBIBHCTO IIOJAJICA B
CTOPOHY, 3a [IePEeBbSI.

JlaB el CKPBITHCS, OH, C OBIOIITUMCS CEPALIEM,
IIOCIIEITHO IIoIIeJ Hasaf, K JoMy. OH BAPYTI II0-
HsJI, 4TO IIOLIeJ B IIePKOBb C TalHOM IIesIbIO
YBHUJETH €e, U TO, UTO BUJIETH ee B I[ePKBU HeJlb-
351, He HaJIo.



XXil

Bo BpeMs 06eZjla HapOYHBIN CO CTAaHIIUU IIPU-
Be3 TesierpaMMy — AHg UM KoCTd M3Belljany,
4TO0 OYAYyT 3aBTpa BeuepoM. MUTS OTHeCCS K 3TO-
MY COBEPIIIEHHO PaBHOAYIITHO.

ITocsie o6efa OH HaB3HUYL JIeKasl Ha ILIeTe-
HOM JyBaHe Ha 0aJIKOHe, 3aKpbIB IJla3a, YyB-
CTBYS IOXOAdINee A0 OaJIKOHA >KapKoe COJIHIIE,
CIylIas JieTHee XKyxOKaHbe MyX. Ceplie aporka-
JIO, B TOJIOBE CTOSI HepaspellMMBIX BOIIPOC: a
Kak ’Ke JaJjbliie [ejo ¢ AjJleHKoH? Korma »ke OHO
pelruTcs OKoHYaTeabHO? IloueMy crapocTa He
CIIPOCHJI ee BUepa IIpSIMO: COIJIaCHA JIM OHa, U,
eCJIH Ja, TO I7ie ¥ Korga? A psiioM C 3TUM MYYUIIO
Ipyroe: ciaenyeT WJIN HeT HAPYIIUTL CBOe TBEP-
[oe pellleHHe He e3QUTh OoJsiblle Ha moury? He
Chbe3[UTh JIM HBIHUE ellle pas, nmocaeqHuu? Ho-
BOe U 6eCcCMBICJIEHHOE H3/IeBaTeJIbCTBO HaJl CBO-
UM CcOOCTBEHHBIM caMoJirobuemM? HoBoe U Gec-
CMBICJIEHHOE Tep3aHue cebsI KaJIKOU HaJleKI0u?
Ho 4To MOXeT Tellephb IIpUOaBUTH 3Ta II0€3/Ka
(B cymHOCTH, IIpoCTas IIPOTryJKa) K ero Tep3aHH-
aM? PasBe Tellephb He COBEPIIEHHO OUYEBUIHO,
4TO TaM, B MOCKBe, /1191 HEr0 BCe U HaBeKU KOH-



4eHO0? UTO eMy BOOOIIle Teleps AeaTh?

— Bapuyk! — pasgasics BAPYr HETPOMKHUH TO-
JIoC BO3JIe 6aJIKOHa. — bapuyk, BEI CIIUTe?

OH OBICTPO OTKPHBLI IyIa3a. [lepe; HUM CTOSI
CTapocTa B HOBOM CHUTIIEBON pybaxe, B HOBOM
KapTyse. JIUI0 y Hero 6bUIO IIpasfHUYHOE, ChI-
TOe U CJIeTKa COHHOe, XMeJIbHOeE.

— Bapuyk, efeMTe CKOpeH B Jiec, — 3alllellTal
OH. — I 6apbIHe CKasajl, YTO MHE HY>KHO II0BH-
natbcd ¢ TpudoHOM HacyeT myes. EnemMTe CKoO-
peM, II0Ka OHU IIOYUBAKT, a TO HY-Ka IIPOCHYTCI
U OTAYMAaroT... 3aXBaTUM 4Yero-HUOY/Ib YyTOCTUTh
TpudoHa, oH 3axMesieeT, BBl €r0 3aTOBOPUTE, a g
UCXUTPIOCH LIEIIHYTH CJIOBEUYKO AJIeHKe. BBIXO-
IATe CKOpeH, g YK 3aIIpsr...

MuTsa BCKOYWJI, IIpo6erkasl JaKeMCcKyr, CXBa-
THJI KapTy3 M OBICTPO IIOIIeJI K KapeTHOMY ca-
paro, Iie CTOsI 3allpsoKeHHBIN B 6eroBBIe JPOK-
KM MOJIOJION TOPSTUMM sKepeOUHrK.



XX

>Kepe6qm< OpsIMO C MecTa BHUXpPeM BBIHEC 3a
BopoTa. [IpOTHB IIepKBH Ha MHHYTY OCTa-
HOBWJINCH BO3JIe JIaBKH, B3sUIM QYHT caja U Oy-
TBHUIKY BOJIKHM U ITIOHECJIUCH JajIbIIle.

MeJsipKHyJ1a 136a Ha Bblesfie, Y KOTOPOH CTOS-
Jla HapsDKeHHas W He 3HaBIIasg, 4YTO JeJaTh,
AnroTka. CTapocTa B IIYTKY, HO I'py60 KPUKHYJI
el YUTO-TO M C XMeJIbHBIM, 6eCCMBICIEHHBIM U
3JIBIM YZaJbCTBOM KPEIIKO Ilepe/lepHYJI BOXOKa-
MU, XJIECTHYJI UMHU II0 Kpymy >Kepebumka. JKe-
pebuuK elle HamAL.

MurTs, cuigd W IO/ICKaKWBas, JepsKajics HU30
BCeX CHJI. B 3aTBUIOK eMy HPUSITHO IIEKJIO, B JIU-
II0 TeIUIO AYJI0 IIOJIEBBIM >KapoM, IIaXHYBIIHUM
yoKe 3allBeTalolllell pO’KbI0, OPO’KHOU IIBLIBIO,
KOJIECHOM Ma3blo. POXKb XOWIa, OTJIUBAja Ce-
pebpucTo-cepoii, TOYHO KaKOM-TO Uy[eCHbIN
MeX, 3bI0b10, HaJl, Hel IIOMUHYTHO B3BUBAJIUCh,
I1eJIM, KOCO HECJIMCh U ITafiaiu >KaBOPOHKH, JlaJle-
KO BIIepe/Ix MSITKO CHHEJI JIeC...

UYepes yeTBepTh 4aca OBLIN y>Ke B JIeCy U BCe
TaK >Ke IIHUOKO, CTYKasACh 0 ITHU U KOPHH, II0MYa-
JIUCh TI0 €r0 TEeHUCTOH [opore, pafoCTHOM OT



COJIHEUHBIX IISTEH U HECMETHBIX IIBETOB B IYV-
CTOM W BBICOKOM TpaBe II0 CTOPOHAM. AJIeHKa, B
CBOeM TroJyiyboM ILIaThe, IIPSIMO M POBHO IIOJIO-
’KUB HOTH B II0JIyCaIlO’KKaX, CUZesa B pacIlycKa-
IOIIIUXCS BO3JIe KapayJKHU AyOKax ¥ BBIIIUBaJIa
yT0-TO. CTapoCTa IIpoJeTeJl MUMO Hee, IIOTPO3UB
el KHyTOM, U Cpasy 0Cajiuj y mopora. MUTIO TI0-
pasuya ropbKUM M CBe)XXHUH apoMaTr Jjeca, MOJIO-
Z0¥ y60BOM JIMCTBEI, OIVIYIIIHJI 3BOHKHUH JIaX CO-
0aUOHOK, OKPYKUBIIUX [POKKHU U HAIIOJHUB-
IIUX BeCh JIeC OTKJIMKAaMU. OHU CTOSIU U SPOCT-
HO 3aJIMBaJIUChH Ha BCe JIaAbl, & MOXHATEIE MOp-
IbI UX OBLJIN JOOPBI ¥ XBOCTHI BUJISIIU.

Ciesyiy, IIpUBL3a/JId >KepeOuHKa K CyXOMY,
OIIaJIEHHOMY T'PO30¥ [lepeBIly IO/ OKHaMHU U BO-
LIIJIU Yepe3 TeMHBIe CeHH.

B kapayJsike 6b1JI0 OUeHb YHCTO, OUEHb YIOTHO
U OYeHb TeCHO, KapKo U 0T COJIHIIA, CBeTHUBIIIET0
M13-3a jieca B 06a ee OKOIIIeYKa, ¥ OTTOIO, UTO ObI-
Jla HaTOIJIeHa IIeYb, — YTPOM IIeKJIU CUTHUKU.
denochs, CBEKPOBb AJIEHKH, YMCTeHbKas U OJia-
roobpasHasg Ha BHJ, CTapyllKa, CHUJesa 3a CTO-
JIOM, CIIMHOM K COJIHEYHOMY, YCHIIIAaHHOMY MeJI-
KUMU MYIIKaMH OKOIIeuKy. VBuAaB Oapuyka,
OHAa BCTaJIa ¥ HU3KO ITOKJIOHUJIACk. [I030poBaB-



IIIHCH, CEJIH Y CTAJIN 3aKyPHUBATh.

— A e >k TprupoH? — CIIPOCHII CTAapOCTa.

— OTapIxXaeT B KJIeTH, — cKasasa democbs, —
s ceryac IOMAY ero IOKJINYY.

— Hpet mesio! — IIEIHyJ CTapoCcTa, MOPTHYB
000MMH TIJIa3aMH, KaK TOJIbKO OHa BBIIILIA.

Ho Hukakoro fesia MUTH IIOKyJa He BHJeJI.
[Toxkyza OBLIO TOJIBKO HECTEPIIMMO HEJIOBKO, —
Ka3aJIoCh, UTO Pejochs yKe OTJIMYHO ITIOHUMAET,
3ayeM OHH Ilpuexasyiy. OIIATh MeJIbKaJla y>Kacas-
1rasg yKe TPeTHU JIeHb MBICJIL: «UTo g mesar? S
C yMa cX0Xy!» OH 4yBCTBOBAaJI Ce6sl IYHATUKOM,
IIOKOPEHHELIM YbeH-TO IIOCTOPOHHEM BOJIeH, BCe
ObIcTpee U ObICTpee HUAYIIHUM K KaKON-TO POKO-
BOM, HO HeOoTpasMMO BJIeKyIled Imporactu. Ho,
CcTapasch UMeTH IIPOCTOM U CIIOKOMHBIA BUJ, OH
CujeJI, KYpHI, OCMaTpHUBas KapayJaky. Oco6eHHO
CTBIZHO OBLJIO IIPHU MBICJIM, YTO Celyac BOMET
TpudoH, MyKUK, KaK TOBOPAT, 3JI0M, YMHBIH, KO-
TOPBIN Cpasy BCe IIOMMeT ele Jyullle ®eroCh.
Ho BMecTe Cc TeM 6bLiIa U ApyTrasi MBICJIb: «A Te
JKe OHa CIIUT? BOT Ha 9TUX Hapax MU B KJIeTU?»
KoHeuHO, B KjIeTH, II0gyMaJl OH. JIeTHId HOYb B
Jiecy, OKOIIIeYKU B KJIeTH 6e3 paMbl, 6e3 CTeKOJI,
U BCI0 HOUYb CJIBIIIEH APeMOTHBINM JIeCHOM IIle-



IIOT, & OHA CIIUT...
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Tpmbon, BOM/I, TOXKe HU3KO ITOKJIOHHJICI MHU-
Te, HO MOJIYa, He B3IJITHYB eMy B Ija3a. Ilo-
TOM CeJl Ha CKaMeMKy Ilepef, CTOJIOM H CYX0 H
HeIIPHUA3HEeHHO 3ar0BOPHJI CO CTAPOCTOH: B UeM
IleJio, 3aveM II0)KasioBajs? CrapocTa IIOCIIeIIHI
CKasaTh, YTO ero IIpHcjaja OapbIHd, YTO OHa
npocuT TprupoHaA IIPHUUTHU IIOCMOTPETH IIACEKY,
YTO UXHUHN ITaCeUHUK CTapbli, [JIyX0H Iypak, a
4T0 OH, TPpHUPOH, MOXKeT, IIePBBIU ITYeI0BOJ, BO
BCel I'yOepHHUU II0 CBOEMY YMY U IIOHATHIO, — U
HeMe/JIs1 BRITAIIA/I U3 OJJHOI0 KapMaHa IIITaHOB
OYTBUIKY BOAKH, & U3 PYIOro CcajIo B IIepIIaBoOt
cepoii 6ymare, y>ke HaCKBO3b IIPOMAaC/IHUBIIIENC.
TprdoH X0I0JHO U HACMEIIJIMBO II0OKOCHUJICS, O
HaKO IOJHAJICA C MeCTa U J0CTasl C IIOJIKH Yaii-
HyI0 4JalKky. CTapocTa IIogHec ciiepsa Mure, 1o-
TOM TpudoHy, moToM Pesocbe, — OHA C Y0BOJIb-
CTBHEM BBITSHYJIA YaIlIKy 10 JOHBIIIKA, — H, Ha-
KOHel], HayIuJI cebe. BBIIIUB, OH TOTYAC ’Ke CTasl
OOHOCHUTB II0 BTOPOH, >Kysd CUTHUK H pasfgyBas
HO3JpH.

TprdoH KOBOJIBLHO OGBICTPO 3aXMeJIes, OFHAKO
He II0Tepsiyl CBOeH CYXOCTH U HeNpUsA3SHEeHHOM



HacMelnuIMBOCTHU. CTapocTa TSOKKO OTYIIeJI II0CjIe
BTOPOMU ’Ke YalllKU. PasroBop MPUHSAI II0 BHEII-
HOCTH XapaKTep APY>KeCKHM, HO IJia3a y 060UX
OBLIM HeJJ0BepUYUBEIe, 37100HbIe. Pefochs cuzesia
MOJI4a, CMOTpesia BeKJIMBO, HO HEIOBOJILHO.
AJleHKa He II0Ka3bIBajach. IIoTepsiB BCAKYIO Ha-
IesKy, UTO OHAa IIPUET, SICHO BHUJ, YTO 3TO CO-
BepllleHHO Jypalikasg MeyTa — pacCUYUThIBATh
Tellephb Ha TO, YTO CTAPOCTE YAACTCA IIEITHYTh el
«CJIOBEUYKO», eCJIH OBl OHA JJa’ke U Ipuliia, MUt
TIIOHSAJICA ¥ CTPOTO CKasaJl, uTo I10pa exXaTh.

— Ceityac, cemyac, ycreercs! — XMypo U Har-
JI0O 0TO3BaJICA cTapocTa.— MHe ellle Haj0 BaM
CJIOBEYKO II0 CeKpeTy CKa3aThb.

— Hy BoOT pgoporoii M ckaxkelllb, — CKasal
cIep>KaHHO, HO elre cTposke Mura. — Enem.

Ho crapocTa XJI0IIHYJI JIaZ0HEBI0 II0 CTOJIY U C
IbIHOU 3aTalOYHOCTHIO0 ITIOBTOPUIL:

— A g BaM TOBOPIO, UYTO JOPOTOU 9TOTO HEJIb3S
roBOpUTH! BEIMbETE KO MHE HA MUHYTKY...

U, TOKKO MOSHABIIUNCH C MeCTa, paclaxHyJI
IBEpPL B CEHIIEI.

MuUTA BBILIIE 38 HUM.

— Hy, B uem fres1o?

— MostuuTe! — TaMHCTBEHHO IIPOIIEIITAJI



cTapocTa, IPUTBOPASA 3a MUTeN [Beph U IIATa-
ACh.

— 06 yeM MoI4aTh?

— Moutuure!

— 5] Tebs He IIOHUMAIO.

— MouruuTe! Hamia 6yzet! BepHoe €10BO!

MuUTA OTTOJIKHYJI €ro, BBIIIEJI W3 CeHel| U
OCTaHOBUWJICA Ha IIOpOre, He 3HAas, YTO [eJaTh:
MO0KIATh ellje HEMHOI'0 WM yeXaTb OZHOMY, a
He TO IIPOCTO YUTH IIeIKOM?

B fecdaTu 1araxX OT Hero CTOSI TYCTOM 3eJle-
HBIY Jiec, y>Ke B BeuepHell TeHHU U OTTOrO elre
6oJiee CBeXXKUM, UUCTHIN U IIpeKpacHBIN. YHUCTOe,
IIOTOKee COJIHIle 3aXOJHUJIO 3a €ro BEepIIHHE],
CKBO3b HHX JIYUYHCTO CHIIIAJIOCH €ro YepBOHHOE
30J10TO. M BAPYT I'YJIKO pasfajicsa U IIPOKaTUJICA B
IIyOHuHe Jeca, Ifie-TO, KaK II0Ka3aJyoCh, JajIeKo
Ha TOM CTOPOHE, 3a OBparaMi, >KeHCKHUU IIeBY-
YU T0JIOC, U TaK IIPHU3BIBHO, TAK 0YapOBaTeJIb-
HO, KaK 3BY4UT OH TOJIbKO B JIECY, II0 JIeTHEeH Be-
JepHeH 3ape.

— Ay! — IIPOTSHKHO KPUKHYJI 3TOT T'0JIOC, BU-
MO, 3a6aBJISIACH JIECHBIMU OTKJIMKaMU. — Ay!

MUTSA COCKOYHUJI C IIOpora U 1moberkaJsl 1o IiBe-
TaM M TpaBaM B Jiec. Jlec OIycKaJICsI B KaMeHH-



CTBIA OBpar. B oBpare crosyia ¥ esla 6apaHYUKHU
Aslenka. MuTsa Hajbekaa HaJ 0OpPBIB U OCTAHO-
BuiIica. OHa CHU3Y IJIAlesia Ha Hero yAUBJIEHHEI-
MU IJIa3aMHU.

—UYTo TBEI TYT [ejlaellb? — CIPOCHI MHUTH
HEeIrpoOMKO.

— MapycbKy Hallly ¢ KOPOBOI UIIy. A 4T0? —
OTBETHJIA OHA TOXKe HeIPOMKO.

— YTO X, IIpUeIb, YTO JIU?

— Yro0 X MHe JapoOM XOJAUTE? — CKa3aJjia OHa.

— KTo0 X Tebe ckasaJl, 4TO JapoOM? — CIIPOCHII
Murtsa y>Ke IIOYTH IIentoTOM. — O6 3TOM He Gec-
IIOKOMCS.

— A xorga? — crupocuiia AjleHKa.

— Jla 3aBTpa... THI KOTZIa MOJKeIllb?

AJteHKa 1ogymajia.

— 41 3aBTpa MOMAY K MaTepH OBIly CTPHUYb, —
CKa3aJjia 0OHa, II0MOJIYaB, OCTOPOKHO OIVIAAbIBAA
Jiec Ha Oyrpe 3a Muteil. — BeuepoM, KaK CTeMHe-
eT, U IIpuay. A xKyza? Ha r'yMHO HeJb3s, 3aufeT
KTO-HUOY/b... X0UeTe, B caJalll B JIOLIMHE y Bac B
cany? ToJIBKO BBl CMOTPUTe, He 0OMaHUTe, — J1a-
POM 4 He corJjacHa... ITo BaM He MOCKBa, — CKa-
3ajla OHa, 3aCMesBIIMMUCA IJIa3saMU IJIAOI Ha
Hero CHHU3y, — TaM, IOBOPAT, 6abbl cCaMHU ILIO-



TAT...
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BOSBpamaﬂHCL 6e306pasHo.

TpudoH He ocTajicd B LOJTY, IIOCTAaBUI U C
CBOEU CTOPOHBI OYTHIJIKY, U CTapOCTa TaK HaIIWJI-
Cs1, UTO He Cpasy ceJ Ha IPOoXKKH, CIlepBa yIaa Ha
HUX, @ UCIIyTaHHBIN )KepeOUrK pBaHYJICI U UyTh
He yckakas oguH. Ho MuTs Mosr4asi, CMOTpeJsI Ha
CTapoCTy 6eCYyBCTBEHHO, YKJaJl, II0Ka OH YCSAeT-
cd, TepreauBo. CTapocTa OIATH THAJI C HeJIeIIOHU
IpOoCTbI0. MHUTS Mojdaja, KpeIlKo [IepsKaJsicsd,
CMOTpeJI Ha BeuepHee He0O0, Ha II0JIg, OBICTPO
IpO’KaBIlMe U IIpbIraBllIye Iepes HUM. Hapx 11o-
JIIMHU K 3aKaTy AOIleBajid CBOU KPOTKUeE IIeCHU
’KaBOPOHKM, Ha BOCTOKE, y>Ke IIOCHHEBIIIeM K HO-
YH, BCIIBIXUBAJIU Te JaJbHUe, MUPHBIE 3apPHHUIIE,
KOTOpBble HUUEro He 06eIarT, KpoMe XOpOoIllei
moromesl. MUTH IIOHHMAaJl BCH 3Ty BeYepHIOI0
IIpesiecTb, HO Tellepb OHa ObLJIa COBCEM UY’KOM
eMy. B MBICJ/IIX, B AyIlIe CTOAIO OFHO: 3aBTpa Be-
yepoM!

JloMa ero 0’KHmaj0 U3BeCTHe, UTO II0JIYUYeHO
IIHCHMO, ITIOATBEepKarolee, uTo AHA U KocTs 6y-
IyT 3aBTpa, C BeUyepHUM I10e3oM. OH y>KaCHY.JI-
cs, — IIpUeAyT, I1I06eryT BeuyepoM B Caji, MOI'YT



ro6e’kaTh K I1aJjallly, B JIOINUHY... Ho ToT4ac ke
BCIIOMHHJI, YTO CO CTAaHIIMH HX IIPUBE3yT He
paHbllle ecITOro 4yaca, II0TOM OyAyT KOPMUTB,
IIOUTH YaeM...

— TrI 1ToefelIb BCTpeuaTh? — cipocuia OJIb-
ra IlerpoBHa.

OH I0OYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OJIeHeeT.

— HerT, He gymMmaro... MHe UTO-TO He X04YeTcd...
/la ¥ cecTh Herjie...

— Hy, mosio)kuM, TBI OB MOT BepXOM IIO-
exaThb...

— Jla "HeT, He 3Haw... CoO6CTBEHHO, 3aueM?
Ceituac, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, He X0UeTCd...

OJuibra IleTpoBHA IIPUCTAJIbHO IIOCMOTpPEJIA Ha
Hero.

— TvI 3m0pOB?

— CoBepIlteHHO, — CKasaJ MHUTA IIOUTH IPY-
60. — I TOJILKO CIIaTh OYEeHb X0Yy...

U ToTyac ke yies K cebe, jiler B TeMHOTe Ha
IUBAaH U 3aCHYJI, He pas3feBasch.

Houblo OH yCIbIXal OTHAJIEHHYIO, MeJJIH-
TeJIbHYI0 MY3BIKY U YBUJAJ Cebs1 BUCAIIUM Haf
OrPOMHOM, €1a60 OCBeIlleHHOU IIpoIiacThi. OHa
BCe CBeTJIesla U CBeTJIesla, CTAHOBUJIACH BCe 6es-
JIOHHee, BCe 30JIOTHCTeH, BCe sipye, BCe MHOTIO-



JIFOHEe, U y)Ke COBCEM OTYEeTJIMBO, C HEeCKa3aH-
HOU TPYCTHI0 ¥ HE)KHOCTHI0, 3a3By4aJI0 U 3aIIesio
B Hell: «Ku1, 6611 B @ysie 106PBHIN KOPOJIb...» OH

3aTpelieTaJ OT YMUJIEHUs, IIOBEPHYJICI Ha JIPY-
ro¥i 60K U OIIITh 3aCHYJL
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eHb KasaJcsd 6eCKOHEeUHBIM.

MWUTS KaK JepeBSIHHbBIN BBIXOJUII K Yalo, K
obefy, IIOTOM OIIATH IIeJI K ce6e ¥ OIATh JIOYKUII-
cs, 6pasl ¢ NHUCbMEHHOTO CTOJIa y>Ke [TaBHO Ba-
JIIBIIIMIICSI Ha HeM ToM IlmceMckKoro, yuTaj, He
IIOHMMasi HU CJI0Ba, IIOAOJITY CMOTpPEJ B IIOTO-
JIOK, CJIyIIlajl POBHBIY, JIETHUU, aTJAaCHBIN IIIyM
COJTHEYHOTrO cajla 3a OKHOM... Pa3 0H BCTaJl U II0-
mreJl B 6M6JIMOTEKY, YTOOBI IIepeMeHUTh KHUTY.
Ho sTa mpesiecTHasi CBOeX CTapUHOM, CBOUM CIIO-
KOMCTBHEM, BHJIOM M3 OJHOr0 OKHA Ha 3aBeT-
HBIU KJIEH, a U3 APYrUxX Ha CBeTJIOe 3alajHoe
Heb0 KOMHAaTa TaK OCTPO HAIIOMHMJIA eMY T€ Be-
ceHHUe (Terephb y>K 6€6CKOHEYHO [ajleKHe) THH,
KOI/la OH CHJeJl B Hel, UMTasg CTUXU B CTapbIX
JKypHaJaX, U II0Kasasach Tako¥ KaTuHOM, 4TO
OH II0OBEPHYJICA U OBICTPO IIoIes Hasajn. «K yep-
Ty! — IoiymMaJI OH C pasfapakeHueM. — K gepty
BEChb 3TOT O3TUUECKHUU TParu3m JHOBHU!»

OH C BO3MYyIIleHHEeM BCIIOMHUJI CBOe HaMepe-
HUe 3aCTPeIUTHCH, eCciiv He OyzeT nucbMa ot Ka-
TH, U OISITH JIeT U OIIATH B3sicsd 3a IImceMcKoTo.
Ho mo-mpekHeMy OH HHYero He IOHHUMAJI, UH-



Tasd, a II0POoo, I/l B KHUTY U AiyMasi 00 AJIeHKe,
BeCh HAUMHAJI IPOXKATH OT BCe PaCTYIe APOrKU
B JKUBOTe. U yeM GuIrKe IIOAXOIUJI Beuep, TeM
BCe yallle oXBaThIBaJja, 6miaa ApoXb. ['os10ca U
IIaTu 110 JOMY, T0JI0Ca Ha ABOpe, — yyKe 3aIIpira-
JIX TapaHTac Ha CTAHIMIO, — BCE pasfaBajioch
TaK, KaK BO BpeMs 00JIe3HU, KOIZia JIeXKUIIIb
OJWH, a BOKpYyI TedyeT OObIYHas, OygHUYHAasA
’KU3Hb, PaBHOAYIIIHAA K Tebe U II0TOMY 4UyK/ad,
oake BpakgeOHas. HakoHel rfe-To KpHUKHyJIa
[Tapara: «bapbIHg, JOMIAAHW TOTOBEI!» — IIOCJIBI-
1I1aJIOCh CyXoe 60pMoOTaHUe 0yOeHUMKOB, II0TOM
TOIIOT KOIIBIT, IIIOPOX IIOAKATBHIBAIOIIEIO K
KpPBUIBIY TapaHTaca... «AX, la KOIfa ke BCe 3TO
KOHYUTCA!» — IIpob6opmoTasl MUTS BHe cebsl OT
HeTepIleHMs, He IBUrasiCh, HO JKaJHO CJIyIIas Io-
Joc Osibru [IeTpOBHEL, OTHABaBIIIel B JIaKEHCKOMN
IocjefHUe IIpUKasaHWda. Bapyr 6yOeHUMKH 3a-
6opMmoTasu U, 6opMoUYa BCe CIUTHee 110/, 3BYKHU
IIOKATHUBIIIEr0Csd II0[ TOPY 9KHUIIa’ka, CTAJIH IJIOX-
HYTh...

beicTpo BcTaB ¢ MecTa, MUTA BEIIIEA B 3a71. B
3aJjie OBLIIO IIYCTO U CBETJIO OT SICHOIO >KeJITOBa-
TOTO0 3aKaTa. Bo BceM ZjoMe OBLJIO IIYCTO U KaK-TO
CTPaHHO, CTpaIIHO I1ycTo! CO CTpaHHBIM, KaK ObI



IIPOIIaJILHBIM UyBCTBOM MUTS B3IJIAHYJ B IIPO-
JIeT PacTBOPEHHBIX MOJIYAJIHBBIX KOMHAT — B
TOCTHUHYI0, B JUBAaHHYI, B OUOGJILOTEKY, B OKHO
KOTOpPOH IIO-BeuepHEMY CHHeJI I0KHBIM He60-
CKJIOH, 3eJIeHeJsIa >KHUBOIIMCHAas BepIlIWHa KJeHa
U PO30BOM TOYKOM CTOSI HAZ HeU AHTapec... Io-
TOM 3arJIgHyJI B JIaKeHCKyo, HeT Jii TaM Ilapa-
Y. YOeIUBIINCH, YTO U TaM IIyCTO, OH CXBaTHJI
C BelllaJIKKW KapTys, IIpobeskay HasaJ, B CBOIO
KOMHAaTY, ¥ BEICKOUYMJI B OKHO, JaJIeKO BEIKHHYB
Ha I[BeTHUK CBOU [UIMHHBIe HOTU. Ha I1BeTHHKe
OH Ha MI'HOBeHHE 3aMmep, II0TOM, COTHYBIIIUCE,
nepebekaJ B CajJ W TOTYaC >Xe BUIBHYJ B
IJIyXy10 60KOBYIO ajlyIero, TyCTO 3apOCIIyI0 KyCTa-
MU aKalliy U CUPeHH.
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Pocm He OBLIO, HE MOIJIA OBITH II03TOMY OCO-
OeHHO CJIBIIIHBI 3allaXy BeuepHero cazga. Ho
Mwurte, IIpU BCed 06eccO3HATEJILHOCTH BCEX €ro
IeMICTBUH B 3TOT Beuep, BCe JKe I10Ka3ayoch, YTO
OH ellle HUKOINA B KU3HU, — 3a HUCKJIHOUEHUEM,
MO>KeT OBITh, PAHHETO JeTCTBa, — He BCTpevall
TaKOM CHUJIBl U TAaKOro pasHoobpasus 3aIaxos,
KakK Tellepb. Bce Imaxjyio — KyCThI aKalluy, JIUCTbS
CUpeHH, JIUCThbI CMOPOSWHEI, JIOIIYXH, YepHO-
OBLIBHUK, IIBETHI, TPaBa, 3€MJIAL...

BrICTPO clies1aB HECKOJBKO IIAroB C >KYTKOU
MBICJIBIO: «A BAPYT OHa oOMaHeT, He IPUZEeT?» —
Tellepb KasajoCh, YTO BCA )KU3HL 3aBUCUT OT TO-
ro, IIPUAEeT WIHU He IIPUAeT AJleHKa, — YJIOBUB
Cpe[iy 3a11aXx0B PACTUTEJIbHOCTH ellle U 3allax Be-
YepHero AbIMa OTKY/Ja-TO C JepeBHU, MUTA ellle
pas ocTaHOBUJICS, 06EpPHYJIC HA MITHOBEHUE: Be-
YepHUN >KYK Me[JIeHHO IUIBLI U TyHAesl IIe-TO
BO3JIe Hero, TOYHO Cesl TUIIHHY, YCIIOKOeHUe U
CYMepKH, HO ellle CBeTJI0O ObLI0O OT 3apH, OXBa-
TUBIIIEN I10JIHe6a CBOUM POBHBIM, JJOJITO He Tac-
HYIIIUM CBETOM IIepPBBIX JIETHHUX 30pb, a Haf
KpBIIIei 1o0Ma, Koe-I7ie BUIHOM H3-3a JIePEBLEB,



BBICOKO 0JIecTeJsI B IPO3pavyHOU HeGeCHOM ITyCTO-
Te KPYTOM U OCTPBIM CEPIIOK TOJIBKO UTO HapO-
IUBIIIErocs Mecdra. MUTS IJITHYJI Ha HeTro, OBICT-
PO U MeJIKO IIePeKPecTHJICSI II0f JIOKeUKOH U
IIaTHYJI B KYCTHI aKalluy. Ajljies Bejla B JIOLIUHY,
HO He K IITajiallly, — K HeMy HaZio ObLJIIO UATH Ha-
HUCKOCh, B34Th JieBee. 11 MuTs, 11arHyB 4yepes Ky-
CTBI, IT06e’KaJI IeJIMKOM, Cpefy IIIUPOKO U HU3KO
pacIpoCcTepThIX BeTBeM, TO Harubasicb, TO OT-
CTpaHssd UX OT cebs. Uepes MUHYTY OH yyKe OBLI
Ha yCJIOBJIEHHOM MecCTe.

OH co CTpaxOM CYHYJICS B IIaJIalll, B €r0 TeM-
HOTY, IIaXHYIIYI0 CYXOM IIpeJIOi COJIOMOM, 30PKO
OIJITHYJI eT0 U IIOYTHU C PajioCThbi0 yOeauIcs, 4To
TaM ellle HUKOTO HeT. HO pOKOBOM MUTI GJIM3UII-
Cs1, ¥ OH CTaJI BO3JIe I1ajIallla, BeCh IIpeBpaTsCh B
YyTKOCTh, B HallpsDKeHHellllee BHUMaHUe. Bechb
IeHb II0OYTU HU Ha MHHYTy He OCTaBJIJIO ero
HeOOBIKHOBEHHOe TejleCHOe BO30yXieHuUe. Te-
Iepb OHO [OCTHUIJIO BBICIIeH Cuibl. Ho cTpas-
HO — KakK JHeM, TaK MW Tellepb, OHO OBLIO Ka-
KOe-TO CaMOCTOSITeJIbHOe, He IIPOHUKAJIO0 €ero
BCero, BJIaJieI0 TOJIbKO TeJIOM, He 3aXBaThIBas
nymd. Ceppile, O4HAKO, OMJIOCH CTPAIIHO. A KPY-
roM OBLJI0 TaK IIOPAa3UTeJIbHO THUXO, YTO OH CJIBI-



IajJ TOJBbKO OJHO — 3TO OHeHHe. be33BYy4HO,
HEeyCTaHHO BUJIUCH, KPYTUJINCh MATKHE OeCIBeT-
Hble MOTBUIBKM B BETBSIX, B CEPOM JIUCTBE S0-
JIOHb, Pa3sHO0O6pasHO M Y30pHO PHUCOBABIINXCI
Ha BeuepHeM HelOe, U 0T 3TUX MOTBIJIBKOB THUIIIH-
Ha KasaJjach ellle THIlle, TOUHO MOTBLJIBKH BOPO-
KIWIU U 3aBOpa’kUBajv ee. BApyr rie-To c3agu
Hero 4TO-TO XPYCTHYJIO — U 3BYK 3TOT KaK I'poM
ropasui ero. OH IOPBIBUCTO 00epHYJICH, IJITHYJI
MeXX [epeBbeB II0 HANPAaBJIEHUI0 K Baly — H
YBUZAJ, YTO IOJ CYyYbsIMH S0JI0Hb KaTHUTCSI Ha
Hero 4To-TO uepHoe. Ho ellle He ycIiesl OH CO006-
pasuTh, UTO 3TO TaKoe, KaK 3TO TeMHOe, Habe-
’KaB Ha Hero, cresajo KaKoe-TO IIIUPOKOe IBU-
JKeHUe — U 0Ka3aJIoCh AJIEHKOU.

OHa 0TKHHYJIa, COpOCHUIa C TOJIOBBI II0Z0JI KO-
POTKOI F06KU U3 UepHOM CaMOTKaHOM IIePCTH, U
OH YBH/JIaJI ee UCIIyTaHHOEe U CULIoIee YIbIOKOMN
jurio. OHa 6pL1a 60ca, B OZHOM H00Ke U B IIPO-
CTOM CypOBOM pybOaxe, 3allpaB/IeHHOI B HOOKY.
ITox pybaxoi CTOSIM ee NeBUYbHU IpyAu. IIupo-
KO BBIpe3aHHBIM BOPOT OTKpPLIBAJI ee IIel0 U
4acTh IUIeYei, a 3aCydeHHbIe BEIIIEe JIOKTI PyKa-
Ba — OKpYIJIble pyKU. U Bce B Hell, OT HE6O0JIb-
IIIOM TOJIOBKH, ITOKPBITOM JKeJITHIM ILIaTOUKOM,



U 10 MaJIeHbKHUX O0CHIX HOT, Y)KeHCKUX U BMeCTe
C TeM [eTCKHUX, OBLIIO TaK XOpPOIO, TaK JIOBKO,
TaK IUIEHUTEJIbHO, 4YTO MUTS, BUJEBIIUMI ee [0
CHX II0P TOJIBKO HapsDKeHHOM, BIIEPBBIE YBU/AB-
IIIUH ee BO BCeH IIPeJIeCTH 3TOM IIPOCTOTEI, BHYT-
PeHHe axHyJIL.

— Hy, ckopee, 4TO JIH, — BeceJI0 U BOPOBCKU
IIpolIleliTaja OHa W, OIJIAHYBIIMNCH, HBEIPHYJA B
I1aJjall, B ero maxy4yui cyMpax.

TaM oHa IIpHOCTaHOBHUIACKH, 8 MUTS, CTUCHYB
3y6Bl, YTOOBI yJeprKaTh HUX CTYK, ITOCIIEILIMI 3a-
IIyCTUTL PYKy B KapMaH — HOTHU ero OBLIU Ha-
MIPSDKEHB], TBEPABI, KaK jKeJe30, — U CyHYJI e B
JIQIOHb CMATYI0 IIATHUPYOJeBKy. OHa OBICTPO
CIpsATasa ee 3a I1a3yxy M ceja Ha 3eMJI0. MUTA
ceJI BO3JIe Hee U OOHSAJI ee 3a IlIel0, He 3Hasd, 4TO
Jes1aTh, — HaJ0 JIK [1eJIOBATh MJIM HeT. 3aIlax ee
IJIaTKa, BOJIOC, JIYKOBBIM 3alax BCEro ee TeJla,
CMeIlIaHHBIHA C 3aIllaXOM H30Bbl, AbIMa, — BCe ObI-
JIO 10 TOJIOBOKPY KEHHUs XOPOIIo, ¥ MUTHA IIOHU-
MaJl, 4yBCTBOBaJI 3TO. 1 Bce-TaKH OBLJIO BCE TO
JKe, YTO M paHbllle: CTPaIIHas CHJa TeJIECHOIO
JKeJIaHUs, He IlepeXxofdinas B jKeJIaHUe AyIIeB-
Hoe, B 0JIaKeHCTBO, B BOCTOPI, B UCTOMY BCEro
cywiecrBa. OHa OTKHHYJIACh U JIEIIa HaB3HUYE.



OH Jier psAxoM, IIPUBAJIMIICI K HeH, IIPOTSIHYJI PY-
Ky. THX0O ¥ HEpPBHO CMesACh, OHA IIOMMaJjia ee U
IIOTAHYJIa BHUS.

— Hukak Hesb3s, — CKasajlla OHa He TO B
IIYTKY, HEe TO CepPLEe3HO.

OHa oTBesla ero PyKy M IeIIKO JeprKaja ee
CBOEM MaJIeHbKOU PYKOM, Ijlasa ee CMOTPeJaHd B
TPeyroJbHYI pamy Ifajallia Ha BeTBU s0JIOHb,
Ha y’>Ke IIOTEMHeBIIIee CHHee He0O0 38 ITUMU BeT-
BSAMH U HEIIOABIDKHYIO KPaCHYI0 TOUKY AHTape-
ca, ellle OJHMHOKO CTOAINYI0 B HeM. UTO BBIparka-
JIML 3TH TJias3a? UTo Hamo ObLI0 AesaTh? Iloriesio-
BaTh B IIIel0, B I'yOBI? BAPYr OHa IIOCIEIIHO CKa-
3aJia, 6epsch 3a CBOI0 KOPOTKYI0 YEPHYI0 0OKY:

— Hy, ckopeii, uTo JU...

Korza oHU IOJHAIHUCH, — MUTA IOJHSJICA, CO-
BepllleHHO IIOpa)kKeHHEIN pa3oyapoBaHUeM, —
OHa, IlepeKphIBas ILJIATOK, IIOIPABJIAA BOJIOCHL,
CIIPOCHJIA O’KHBJIEHHBIM III€IIOTOM, — y>Ke Kak
OJIM3KUM UesI0BeK, KaK JII0OOBHUIIA:

— BbI, roBopAT, B Cy660THHO e3fuiu. Tam
IIOII JIellleBO ITOpocAT mpoxaetT. IIpaBra ai HeT?
Byl He cibpIxanu?



XXVIII

Ha 9TOH Xe HeJlesle, B Cy060TY, BOKIb, HAUaB-
IITUIACA ellfe B Cpeay, JUBIIUY C yTpa U [0 Be-
4yepa, JINI KaK U3 BeJpa.

OH TO U [1eJI0 IIPUITYCKAJ B 3TOT JIeHb OCOOEH-
HO 6YpPHO ¥ Mpa4HO.

U Bechb 1eHb MUTS 6e3 ycTaIy XOTUJI 110 Cafy
U BeCh JeHb TAaK CTPAIIHO IIaKaj, 4YTO IOPOH
Ila>ke caM TUBHJICS CHJIE K OOHJIHIO CBOUX CJI€3.

ITaparrra rckasia ero, KpruaJsia Ha JBOpe, B JIU-
TI0OBOM aJljiee, 3Bajia 06eaTh, IIOTOM Yall ITUTh —
OH He OTKJIMKAaJICS.

BBLIIO X0JIOLHO, IIPOH3UTEJILHO CBIPO, TEMHO
0T Ty4; Ha UX UepHOTe I'ycTas 3ejileHb MOKpPOIO
cajJia BhIfiesisiyIacb 0COG€HHO I'YCTO, CBEXKO U SIPKO.
HasteTaBIIMU OT BpeMeHU /10 BpPEMEHHU BeTep
CBepraJl C JepeBheB ellle U IPYroy JIMBEeHb — Ile-
JIBIX II0TOK OpbI3T. HO MUTS HUYero He BUJEIL,
HU Ha YTO He obOpaijaJl BHUMaHUsA. Ero 6esblii
KapTy3 06BUC, CTaJI TEMHO-CEPBIH, CTyeHUeCcKas
KypTKa II04epHeJia, ToJIeHUINa ObINA 0 KOJIEH B
IrpsAsu. Bech OGJIMTHIM, BeChb HAaCKBO3b IIPOMOK-
i, 6e3 eqUHONM KPOBUHKU B JIUIlE, C 3aIlja-
KaHHBIMHY, 0€3yMHBIMH IJla3aMH, OH OBLI CTpa-



IIIeH.

OH KypHJI IIaIIMPOCY 3a IaIlMpPOCOH, IIIMPOKO
1raraJl I1o Ipsisy aJIel, a IIOPoH IIPOCTO Ky/a II0-
rasio, IIeJIMKOM, II0 BBICOKOM MOKPOM TpaBe cpe-
IOy s6JI0Hb U IPYII, HAaTBIKAsACh Ha HUX KPHUBBIE
KOpPSIBBIE CY4Ybs, IIECTPEBIIIHE Cepo-3eJIEHBIM Pas-
MOKIIMM JIMIIaMHUKOM. OH CcHJesl Ha pasoyx-
IIUX, II0OYEePHEBIIUX CKaMeWKaX, YXOLWUJI B JIO-
IIIHHY, JIeKaJI Ha CBHIPOM CoJIOMe B Ilajallle, Ha
TOM CaMOM MecTe, I7ie Jiexkasl ¢ AJIeHKOH. OT XO-
JIofia, OT JIeJHOM CBIPOCTH BO3ZAyxXa OO0JIbIIHeE
PYKHA ero IIOCHHesH, TyObl CTajJu JIMJIOBBIMY,
CMepTeJIbHO OJIefHOe JIMIJ0 C IIPOBaIMBIIHUMH
I[eKaMH IIPUHAIO0 GHOJIeTOBBIM OTTeHOK. OH JIe-
’KaJI Ha CIIMHe, II0JIOJKUB HOra Ha HOIY, a PYKH
II0[; TOJIOBY, JUKO YCTaBUBIIIUCH B UEPHYIO COJIO-
MEHHYI0 KPBIIIY, C KOTOPOH IIafia/id KPYIIHEIE
prkaBble KaIUIA. IIOTOM CKyJIBI €ro CTHCKHBa-
JIUCBh, OPOBU HAUHWHAJIU IIPBITaTh. OH IIOPBIBUCTO
BCKaKHBaJI, BBITACKMBaJI U3 KapMaHa IITaHOB
y>Ke CTO pas IIPOYHMTaHHOe, MCIIAUYKaHHOe K H3-
MSITO€ IIMCHMO, II0JIyYeHHOe Buepa II03JHO Beye-
POM, — IIpHUBe3 3eMJIeMeD, 110 Aesly IIpHUeXaBIIIni
B ycagb0y Ha HECKOJIbKO JHel, — OIATh, B CTO
IIePBBIN pas, XKaJHO II0KHUpPaJI ero:



«/loporoi MuTd, He IIOMHHAUNTE JIUXOM, 3a-
OyabTe, 3a0yabTe BCe, UTO ObLI0! S AypHas, 5 raf-
Kasg, UCIIOpYeHHas, s HeI0CTOMHa Bac, HO 4
6e3yMHO JIH06JI0 UCKyCCTBO! I pemuiace, Kpe-
6ui1 OpOIlleH, g ye3>Kalo — Bbl 3HaeTe C KeM... Bhl
YyTKHWH, Bbl YMHBIH, BBl II0MMETE MeHs, YMOJISIO,
He My4Yb ce6s1 1 MeHs1! He IIHIITKM MHe HUYETO, 3TO
becrioyiesHo!»

Jlornsa ;o 3TOro Mecra, MUTSI KOMKAJI IIMCHhMO
U, YTKHYBIIIUCH JIMIIOM B MOKPYIO COJIOMY, Gellle-
HO CTHUCKHMBas 3y0bl, 3aX/1e6bIBAJIC OT PhIAaHUM.
JTO HeUagHHOe ThI, KOTOpPOe TaK CTPAaIIHO HaIIo-
MUHaJIO U Jlake KaK Oy/ATO OIIATh BOCCTaHAaBJIU-
BaJIO UX OJIM30CTh U 3aJIUBAJIO CepZlie HeCTEPIIU-
MOM He)XHOCTBLIO, — 3TO OBLJIO BBIIIIE UeJOBeue-
CKHX CHI! A pAIOM C 3TUM Thl — 3TO TBEP/0€ 3a-
sBJIEHUe, UTO JlaXKe IIMCATh el Telnephb 6ecrioies-
Ho! O, ma, a, OH 3TO 3HAJI; becrosie3HO! Bce KOH-
4YeHO M KOHUYeHO HaBeKu!

[lepen BeyepoM A0K[Ab, OOPYIIMBIIWMCI Ha
caz C yaecaTepeHHON CUJION U C HEOKULAaHHBIMU
yZapaMHd IpoMa, IIOTHAJI er0 HaKOHeIl B IOM.
MOKpBIH C TOJIOBBI 0 HOT, He Ilonajaasd 3y6 Ha
3y0 OT JIeTHOM APO’KU BO BCEM TeJle, OH BBIIJISA-
HYJI U3-IOJ, JiepeBbeB U, YOEQUBIIUCH, UTO €ro



HUKTO He BUJUT, IIpo6erkasl 1o/, CBoe OKHO, CHa-
PY’KH IPUIIOLHAI paMy, — paMa ObllIa CTapHH-
Hasg, C MOJABEeMHOM IT0JIOBUHOM, — H, BCKOYHUB B
KOMHATY, 3allep ABepb Ha K/OY U OPOCHJICA Ha
KpOBAaTk.

U cTazmo 6BICTPO TeMHeTh. JI0XKAb IIyMeJl IIO0-
BCIOJly — U II0 KPBIIlle, U BOKPYT I0OMa, U B Cafy.
[ITym ero ObLI ABOMHOM, pasHbINA, — B Caly OLUH,
BO3JIe [I0Ma, IIOJ, HeIIpephIBHOE >KypuyaHHe U
IUIECK >KeJI000B, JIMBIIUX BOLY B JIYXKH, — JAPY-
roi. 1 sro cospaBayio g MHTH, MTHOBEHHO
BIIABIIIETO B  JIeTapTH4YeCKOoe  OIlelleHeHMUe,
He0ObICHUMYIO0 TPEBOI'Y U BMeECTe C >KapoM, KO-
TOPBIM ITBLJIAJI €r0 HO3JPH, €ro AbIXaHHe, I0JIO-
Ba, IIOIPy’KajIo ero TOYHO B HApKO3, CO3[aBaJio
KaKOM-TO KaK OyATO Ipyroil MUp, KaKoe-TO JpPY-
roe IIpefBeUepHee BpeMs B KAKOM-TO KaK OYATO
4y>KOM, APYIOM /IoMe, B KOTOPOM OBLJIO y>KacHoe
IIpeAuyBCTBHE Yero-To.

OH 3HaJI, OH 4UyBCTBOBAJL, UYTO OH B CBOEM KOM-
HaTe, y>Ke II0YTH TeMHOM OT JOXK/As U HaCTYIIal0-
II[eT0 Beyepa, 4To TaM, B 3ajie, 3a YaHHBIM CTO-
JIOM, CJIBILIHBI I0JI0Ca MaMbl, AHH, KOCTH U 3eM-
JileMepa, HO BMeCTe € TeM y’Ke IIeJI 110 KaKOMY-TO
4y>KOMY [JOMY BCJIEJ, 32 YXOZUBIIENM OT HEro MO-



JIOIOM HSHBKOM, M €r0 OXBaThIBaJ HEOOBSICHH-
MBI, BCe PaCTYIIIUI y>Kac, CMelllaHHbII, 0JHAKO,
C BOXKJIeJIeHHEM, C IPeIUyBCTBHEM OJIM30CTH KO-
r0-TO C KeM-TO, O6JIM30CTH, B KOTOPOM OBLIIO UTO-
TO IIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHO-OMEP3UTEJbHOE, HO B
KOTOPOM OH U CaM KaK-TO y4acTBOBaJ. UyBCTBO-
BaJIOCH >Ke BCe 3TO Uepes II0CPeCTBO pebeHKa C
O0JILIIUM 6eJIbIM JIUIIOM, KOTOPOIO, IIeperHys-
IIMCh Ha3aJ, HecJla Ha pyKaxX U YKauuBaJjia MOJIO-
IeHbKasd HSHbKA. MHUTS CIIeIlnJ OO0THAaTh ee,
o60OrHaJI U y)Ke XO0TeJ 3aIJIsIHYTh €l B JIMII0, —
He AJIeHKa JIA 3TO, — HO HeOXHUJaHHO OYyTUJICA
B CYMpauvHOM TMMHAa3UYeCKON KJIaCCHOM KOMHa-
Te C 3aMas3saHHBIMU MeJIOM CTekyjaMHu. Ta, 4To
CTOsJIa B Hel Ilepes KOMOJOM, Ilepe]l 3epKajioM,
He MOIJIa ero BUJEeTb, — OH BJPYTI CTaJ HEBU-
M. OHa ObLIa B IMIEJIKOBOM >KeJTON HIOKHEHN
100Ke, IJIOTHO O6JIeraroliiei OKpyrJble 6expa, B
TydpesbKax Ha BBICOKHX KabJyydkKaxX, B TOHKHUX
aXYPHBIX YepHBIX YyJIKaX, CKBO3b KOTOPHIE IIPO-
CBEUMBAJIO TeJI0, U OHAa, CIaJKO pobes U CTHI-
ISICh, 3HAJIa, UTO ceryac 6yzeT. OHa yKe ycIiesa
CIIpSITaTh pebeHKa B SIIUK KOMOJA. [lepeKnHyB
KOCy 4epes IL/Ieyo, OHa OBICTPO 3aluieTasia ee M,
KOCACh Ha [Bepb, IJIgfiela B 3epKaJjio, Ihe oTpa-



JKaJIOCh ee IIPUITYAPEHHOe JIMYHMKO, OOHa’KeH-
HbIe IJIEYH U MJIeYHO-T0JIyOble, C PO30BBIMHU COC-
KaMH{, MaJleHbKHe TIpygd. /lBepb pacllaxHy-
Jlach — M, 60/Ip0 U KYTKO OIJVIAABIBAsIChH, BOIIIE
TOCIIOJUH B CMOKHHIE, C 6€CKPOBHBIM OpPUTHIM
JIMIIOM, C YepHBIMH U KOPOTKHMH Kyp4yaBBIMHU
BoJsiocaMHU. OH BBIHYJI IVIOCKHUH 30JI0TOM IIOPTCH-
rap, cTajJ pasBs3HO 3aKypuBaTh. OHa, [oILIeTas
KOCy, pOOKO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, 3Has ero IieJb,
IIOTOM IIBBIPHYJIa KOCY Ha ILIeY0, IOAHAIA TO-
Jible pyKH... OH CHUCXOJUTEJILHO 0OHSII ee 3a Ta-
JIMIO — U OHAa OXBaTWUJIa ero Iel, II0KasbiBas
CBOU TeMHBbIe IIOAMBIIIKY, IIPUIbHYJIA K HEMY,
CIIpsiTajia JIUI0 Ha ero IpyAH...



XXIX

MuTta 04yHYJICA, BeCh B IIOTY, C IIOTPSICATOIIlEe

SICHBIM CO3HAaHHEM, UTO OH IIOIH0, YTO B MU-
pe Tak YyAOBHIIHO Oe3HaZe)KHO ¥ MPAYHO, KaK
He MOJKeT OBITh U B IIPEHCIIOAHEN, 3a MOTHUJIOMN.
B xoMHaTe ObL1a ThbMa, 3a OKHaMM IIyMeJIO0 U
IUIECKAJIOCh, ¥ 3TOT IIIYM U IUIECK OBLIIM HeCTep-
OUMBI (Take OJHUM CBOUM 3BYKOM) [JIS TeJIa,
CIUIOIIb [JpOJKallero OT O03HoOa. Bcero ke
HeCTepIuMee U yrKacHee ObLIa YyJOBUIIIHASA
IIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHOCTh UEJIOBEUECKOTO0 COU-
THs, KOTOpoe KaK OYATO M OH TOJIbKO YTO pas-
IeJUI C OPUTHIM TOCHOAMHOM. M3 3aiybl ObLIN
CJIBILITHBI T'0JI0Ca U CMeX. I OHU ObLIN y>KaCHBI U
IIPOTUBOECTECTBEHHEI CBOEM OTUYKIEeHHOCTBLIO
OT Hero, rpyb0CThI0 KU3HH, €e PaBHOAYIIIHEM,
0ecCIIOIaTHOCTHIO K HEMY...

— Kata! — ckasaj 0H, cagich Ha KpOBaTH,
cobpacbiBasg ¢ Hee HOTU. — KaTsl, 4TO 7Ke 9TO Ta-
Koe! — CKa3aJ OH BCJIYX, COBEPIIIEHHO YBEpeH-
HBIH, UTO OHA CJBIIIUT €T0, YTO OHa 3/1eCh, YTO
OHa MOJIYUT, He 0T3LIBAETCA TOJILKO IIOTOMY, UTO
caMa pasfaBJjieHa, caMa IIOHMMAaeT HeIlloIIpaBU-
MBIH y>Kac BCero TOTo, YTO OHa Hajesana. — AX,



Bce paBHO, KaTs, — mpoirenrtas OH TOPHKO U
HEYKHO, >KeJlasl CKa3aTh, YTO OH IIPOCTHUT eH Bce,
JIUIITE OBl OHA IIO-IIPe>KHEMY KHHYJIaCh K HEMY,
YTOOLI OHM BMECTe MOTJIM CIAaCTHUCh, — CIIACTH
CBOIO IIPEKpPACHYI0 JII000Bb B TOM IpeKpacHeH-
IIIeM BeCEHHEM MHpe, KOTOPBIH eIlle TaK HeaB-
HO 6bLT moJI06eH paro. Ho, mporenTaB: «AX, Bce
paBHO, KaTs!» — OH TOTUYAacC >Ke ITOHSI, YTO HET,
He BCe pPaBHO, UTO CIlaceHHs, BO3BpaTa K TOMY
OUBHOMY BHUIEHHIO, YTO [JaHO OBLIO €My KO-
rma-To B IllaXOoBCKOM, Ha 0aJIKOHe, 3apOoCIIeM
>KaCMHHOM, y>Ke HeT, He MOYKeT ObITh, X THXO 3a-
ILTaKaJI OT 60JIH, pasaupalolieit ero rpyab.

OHa, 3Ta 60Jib, 6bLJIa TaK CHJIbHA, TaK HECTEp-
ITMMa, YTO, He JAyMas, UTO OH J[eJIAeT, He CO3Ha-
Basi, UTO U3 BCETO 3TOTO BHIU/IET, CTPACTHO >KeJtast
TOJIBKO OTHOTO — XOTh HAa MHHYTY HU306aBHTHCS
OT Hee W He II0TACTh OIATh B TOT Y>KaCHBIH MHUD,
I7le OH IIPOBeJ BeCh JIeHb U TZie OH TOJIBKO YTO
OBLT B CAMOM Y>KaCHOM ¥ OTBPaTHOM H3 BCeX
3eMHBIX CHOB, OH HAIllapHJI X OTOJBHUHYJI SITITUK
HOYHOTO CTOJIMKA, IMOHMMAaJ XOJIOJHBIM H TSKe-
JIBIL KOM peBoJIbBepa M, TJIy60KO M PajloCTHO
B3/IOXHYB, PacKpbUI POT U C CHJIOH, C HaCTaXK]Ie-
HHEeM BBICTPeJIIIL
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