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Hemeﬁ OCEHHUH XO0JI0]l, OT KOTOPOTO IT0KEeJI-
TeJla TpaBa, IIPUBeEJ BCeX IITUI] B GOJIBIIYIO
TpeBOTy. Bce HayaJW TOTOBUTHLCI B JaJIeKUHU
IIyTh, U BCe UMeJIU TaKOH cepbe3HbIH, 03a60UeH-
HBIA BUJ. /la, HeJIETKO IlepeJjieTeThb IIPOCTPaH-
CTBO B HECKOJIBKO THICSY BepCT... CKOJIBKO Oefl-
HBIX IITHIL I0POTOM BHIOLIOTCS M3 CHJI, CKOJILKO
IIOTUOHYT OT PasHBIX CIAy4YalHOCTeN, — BOOOIIe
OBLIIO 0 YEM CepPhe3HO MOAYMAaTh.

CepbesHas 60sbIIIas OTUITA, KaK Jie6eu, TyCH
U YTKH, COGUPAJIHUCH B IOPOTY C Ba)KHBIM BHIOM,
CO3HaBas BCI0 TPYJHOCTDH IIPECTOSIIETO II0/[BU-
ra; a 60s1ee Bcex ITyMeJIH, CYeTHINCh U XJIOTIOTa-
JIU MaJIeHbKHe IITHYKH, KaK KYJIUYKU-IIeCOUHU-



KU, KYJIWUUYKU-IUIABYHUUKH, YEePHO300MKHU, Yep-
HBIINM, 3yWKU. OHU [aBHO YyyKe COOHpaJnCh
CTallkaMH U IIepeHOCUJIMCh C OJHOTO 6epera Ha
OPYIrOH 110 0OTMeJIIM U 60JI0TaM C TaKOU OBICTPO-
TOM, TOYHO KTO OPOCHJI TOPCTH TOpPOXy. Y Ma-
JIEHbKUX IITUUYeK OblyIa TaKas 60JIbIIas pabora...

Jlec CTOSUI TEMHBIA U MOJIYAJIUBBIY, IIOTOMY
4UTO TJIaBHBIE II€BIIBI YJIETEIH, He JOKUAsICh XO-
Joja.

-H Kyga sTa MeJsIoub TOPOIIUTCS! — BOpYall
cTapbiii Cesie3eHb, He JIIOOUBIIHUN cebs 6eCIIOKO-
HUTE. — B cBoe BpeMs Bce yJIeTHUM... He ITOHUMaIO,
0 4eM TYyT 6eCIIOKOUTHCS.

—Thl Bcerga OBLI JIEHTSEM, II03TOMY Tebe U
HeIIPUSITHO CMOTPeTh Ha Uy’KHe XJIOIIOTEI, — 00b-
SICHWJIA eT0 JKeHa, cTapas YTKa.

— 51 6B171 J1eHTeM? ThI IIPOCTO HeCIIpaBeJIuBa
KO MHe, U 00sibllle HUYero. MoXeT OBITh, S IIO-
6oJIblile BceX 3a604yCh, a TOJILKO He II0Ka3bIBalo
BUZa. TOJIKy OT 3TOI0O HEMHOIO, eciud 6yny Oe-
raTb C yTpa /[0 HO4YHU II0 Gepery, KpU4daThb, Me-
1IaTh APYIUM, HajloeJaTh BCEM.

VTKa B00OI1e ObLJIa He COBCEM [I0BOJIbHA CBO-
UM CYIIPYIOM, a Tellepb OKOHYaTeJIbHO paccep-
IAIach:



—Tel moCMOTPHU Ha [APYIHX-TO, JIEHTAM! BoH
HalIlli COCefH, I'YCHU WU Jiebeau, — 1060 Ha HUX
II0CMOTpeTh. JKUBYT Ayiia B Ayily... He6ock Jie-
6enb WIN I'yCh He 6POCUT CBOEro rHe3za U Beerjaa
BIIepeay BBIBOJKA. [la, fa... A Tebe 10 feTel U Jie-
Jla HeT. ToJIbKO U AyMaelllb 0 ce6e, YTOOBI Ha-
OUTH 306. JIEHTSM, OHUM CJIOBOM... CMOTPETB-TO
Ha Tebs fake IIPOTHUBHO!

—He Bopum, cTapyxa!l.. Beib 1 HHUYEro HO IO-
BOPIO, UTO Y TeOs TaKOH HeIIPUATHBIN XapaKTep.
Y BCAIKOIO eCThb CBOM HENOCTATKH... I He BHHO-
BaT, 4TO I'yCh — IJIyHasd IITHUIlA U II09TOMY HSIH-
YUTCH CO CBOUM BBIBOJKOM. B00GIlle Moe IIpaBu-
JIO — He BMEIIMUBATBECA B UyKHe [esa. 3aueM?
IIyCcThb BCAKHIM JKUBET I10-CBOEMY.

CejleseHb JIIOOMJI Cepbe3HbIE PACCYKIEHUH,
IIpUYeM OKAa3bIBAJIOCh KaK-TO TAaK, YTO MMEHHO
oH, CeJie3eHb, BCerja IIpaB, BCerZa YMeH M BCe-
I7ia Jy4ile BceX. YTKa JaBHO K 3TOMY IIPUBBIKIIA,
a ceMyac BOJIHOBAJIACh II0 COBEPIIEHHO OCOOEH-
HOMY CJIy4alo.

—Kakoi TeI oTeIl? - HAKHMHYJIaCh OHa Ha MY-
Ka. — OTIIBI 3a60TATCA O IeTX, a Tebe — XOTh Tpa-
Ba He pacTH!..

—Tsl1 310 0 Cepoii Illerike roBOpHUIIBL? YUTO XKe



s1 MOTY IIOZeJIaTh, eCJIM OHa He MOJKeT JieTaTh? A
He BUHOBAT...

Cepoii Illeiiko¥ OHU Ha3bIBAJIU CBOK KaJle-
Ky-Z04b, y KOTOPO# OBLIO IIepesioMJIEHO KPbLIO
ellle BECHOM, KOI'Tla II0JKpaiack K BEIBOAKY Jlurca
U cxBaTWia yTeHKa. CTapasg YTKa cMeso 6pocu-
Jlachb Ha Bpara W oTOMJIa YTeHKa; HO OJJHO KpBbI-
JIBIIIIKO 0KAa3aJIOCh CJIOMaHHbBIM.

—la’ke U ImoAyMaTh CTPAIllHO, KaK MBI IIOKU-
HeM 371ech Cepyro IllelKy ofHy, — IIOBTOPsIa YT-
Ka Co cjIe3aMU. — Bce ys1eTdaT, a 0Ha 0CTaHEeTCS Of-
Ha-ofyHeIlleHbKa. /la, coBceM OfHAa... MEI yiIe-
THUM Ha 10T, B TeIUIO, a OHa, OeJHKKA, 3/1eCh 0Y-
ZleT Mep3HyTh... Beb OHa Halla 104b, U KaK 4 ee
06110, Moro Cepyro Illeriky! 3Haellb, CTapHK,
OCTaHyCh-Ka s C Hell 3MIMOBATh 37JeCh BMeCTE...

— A fpyrue geTtu?

— Te 310pOBEI, 060HYTCI U 6€3 MEHS.

Cesie3eHb Bcerja CTapaJicsi 3aMATh PasroBop,
Korza peus 3axoauia o Cepoi Ileiike. KoHeYHO,
OH TO’Ke JIIOOWJI ee, HO 3aUeM >Ke HallpaCHO Tpe-
BOKUTBL cebg? Hy, ocTaHeTcsd, Hy, 3aMep3HeT, —
’Kasb, KOHeYHO, a BCe-TaKU HUYEero He II0eJia-
elrb. HakoHerr, Hy»)KHO II0AyMaTh U O JAPYTUX Je-
TaX. JKeHa BeYHO BOJIHYETCS, a HYy’>KHO CMOTpPeTh



Ha BelllN cepbe3HO. CeJjle3eHb IIPO cebs Kases
JKeHy, HO He IIOHUMaJl B IIOJITHOM Mepe ee MarTe-
PHUHCKOTIO Tops. YK Jydlile Ob1JI0 ObI, eCJIH GBI TO-
rga Jluca coBceM chesa Cepyro Illeliky, - Benb
BCe PaBHO OHa JI0JDKHA IIOTUOHYTH 3UMOM.



Tapasd YTKa BBUAY OJIM3UBIIENCA pPa3IyKU OT-

HOCWJIACh K Jlo4YepHu-KaJleKe C Y/BOEHHOM
HEe)XHOCTBI0. beTHsKKa ellle He 3HaJIa, UTO TaKoe
pasjyka ¥ OAMHOYECTBO, U CMOTpesa Ha COOpPHI
OPYTUX B [IOPOry C JIFOOOIBITCTBOM HOBUYKA.
[IpaBra, el WHOIZA [esIaJloCh 3aBHIHO, YTO ee
OpaThs U CeCTPhI TaK BeceJsIo COOUPAIOTCS K OTJIe-
Ty, YTO OHU OYAYT OIATH IZe-TO TaM, JaIeKo-[a-
JIEKO, T7Ie He ObIBAeT 3UMBI.

—Benb BBl BeCHOM BepHeTech? — ClIpalluBasa
Cepas Illetika y MaTepH.

—/la, ma, BepHeMcs, Mos goporas.. M omarh
OyZeM >)KUTh BCe BMECTe.

JUIg yTellleHHMsT HaYWHAaBIIEH 3aJyMbIBaTbCA
Cepoii Illeiiku MaTh pacckasaja el HeCKOJILKO
TaKUX JKe CJy4aeB, KOIJa YTKHA OCTaBaJIUCh Ha
3uMy. OHa ObLIa JIMYHO 3HAKOMA C IBYMS TaKU-
MU I1apaMH.

— Kak-Hu6y b, MIJIasi, IPOObeIIb s, — YCIIOKa-
uBajia crapasd YTKa.— CHayajia IIOCKy4aelllb, a
II0OTOM IIPUBBIKHeIb. Ec/IM 6B MOXKHO OBLJIO Te-
05 IlepeHeCcTHU Ha TeIlIbIN KJII0Y, UTO U 3UMOU He
3aMepsaer, — COBCeM OBLJIO 6bI XOPOIII0. ITO HeJla-



JIEKO OTCIOZia... BripoueMm, 4TO ke ¥ TOBOPUTH-TO
IIOIYCTY, BCe paBHO HaM He IIepeHeCTU TeOs Ty-
nral

—$I 6yy BCe BpeMs iyMaTh O Bac... — IIOBTOPS-
Ja 6enHasa Cepad Illeiika. — Bce 6yay KyMaTh: Ifie
BBI, UTO BHI [lejlaeTe, BeceJsIo JIU BaM? Bce paBHO
U OyzieT, TOUHO U 51 C BAMHU BMeCTe.

Crapoi YTKe HY>KHO OBLIIO cCOOpaTh BCe CHUJIB,
4TOOBI He BBIJaTh CBOEro oT4yasgHusg. OHa cTapa-
JlaCh Ka3aThCs BeCeJIOM U IlIaKasla IIOTUXOHBKY
0TO BceX. AX, KaK el OBLIO >KaJIb MHJIOH, Oef-
HeHbKOU Cepoi Hlewiku... [[pyrux feTei oHa Te-
Iepb IIOYTH He 3aMeydasia ¥ He obpairjajia Ha HUX
BHUMaHUs, U el Ka3aJIoCh, UTO OHa Jia’ke COBCEM
UX He JIIOOUT.

A Kak OBICTPO JieTesI0 BpeMsd... BBLI yxKe Iie-
JIBIA PSAZ, XOJIOAHBIX YTPEHHUKOB, a 0T UHes II0-
JKeJITesu Oepe3KHU U IIOKpacHeJIX OCUHEL. Boza B
peKe II0TeMHeJIa, U caMa peKa KasaJach 00JIbIIIe,
IIOTOMY 4YTO Oepera oroJieay,— OeperoBasi IIO-
pOCb OGBICTPO Tepsiia JIMCTBY. XOJIOAHBIM OCEH-
HUH BeTep 0OpbIBas 3aChIXaBIIIKe JIMCThI U YHO-
cu ux. Heb60 4acTO ITOKPHIBAJIOCH TS KeJIbIMU
OCEeHHUMM O6JlaKaMH, PpPOHSIBIIMMH MeJIKUH
OCeHHUH 0XAb. Boo6IIle XopoIiero 65110 MaJlo,



U KOTOPBIH IeHb yKe HeC/JIMCh MHUMO CTau Ilepe-
JIeTHOM ITHIEL.. [IepBBIMH TPOHYJIUCH OOJIOT-
HbIe IITHIIBL, II0TOMY YTO 60JI0Ta y)Ke HauuHaJIU
3aMepsaTh. Jloybllle BCeX OCTaBaJMUCh BOJOILIA-
Baroinue. Cepyro Illeiiky 6osibllle BCeX Oropvast
IepeJieT JKypasJleil, I0TOMY YTO OHH TaK »Kas06-
HO KYypJIbIKaJI¥, TOYHO 3BaJId ee C COO0H. YV Hee
ellle B IIePBBI pas C>KaJIoCh CepALle 0T KaKOI0-TO
TaWHOIO IIPeAuyBCTBY, ¥ OHa J0JIT0 IIPOBOXKaJIa
IJla3aMH YHOCHUBIIYIOCA B HebOe >XypaBJIHMHYIHO
CTalo.

«Kak MM, O/DKHO OBITH, XOPOIIIO», — JyMaJjia
Cepasg Iletika.

Jlebemy, TyCH U YTKH TOKe HauYHMHAJIHU TOTO-
BUTBHCA K 0TJIeTy. OTZe/bHble THe3/la COeHHS-
JIUCH B 6osibllive cTau. CTapble U ObIBaJIble IITU-
bl YYWIA MOJIOABIX. Karkgoe yTpo 3Ta MOJIO-
IeKb C BeCeJIbIM KPUKOM Jieslajia 60JIbIIMe IIPO-
I'YJIKHA, YTOOBI YKPeIIUTb KPBLIbS IJI Ja/IeKOT0
IepesieTa. YMHbIe BOJKaKU CHadasla 00ydasiy OT-
IeJIbHble IIapTHUH, & II0TOM BCeX BMecTe. CKOJIb-
KO OBLZI0O KpHUKa, MOJIOZOTO Becesbs U PajoCTH...
OpHa Cepag Illefika He MoIJla IPUHUMATh y4a-
CTHUd B 9THX IIPOTyJKax M JIro6oBajach HUMH
TOJIbKO U3JaId. UYTOo fAesaTh, IIPUXOAMIIOCH MU-



PUTBCA CO CBOeM CyAbOOM. 3aTO KaK OHa ILIaBa-
Jia, KaK HbIpsia! Boja /I Hee cocTaBJIsiia BCe.

— Hy’>XHO OTIIpaBJIATHCA... IIOpa!— TOBOPHIH
CTapHKH BOKaKH. — UTO HaM 37eCh KAATh?

A BpewMms JieTeJ1o, O6BICTPO JIeTeso... HacTyImil
U POKOBOM JleHb. Bca cTag cOMIach B OJHY YKHU-
BYI0 Ky4y Ha peKe. 3TO 6BJI0O pAHHUM OCeHHUM
yTPOM, KOIZia BOoJa ellje ObLIa IIOKPBITA I'YCTHIM
TYMaHOM. YTHUHBIH KOCAK COMJICI U3 TPEeXCOoT
INTYK. CJBIIIHO OBLIO TOJIBKO KpSIKaHbe IJIaB-
HBIX BO)KakoB. Crapasg VYTKa He cIaja BCHO
HOYb, — 3TO ObLJIa IIOCJIeHASI HOUb, KOTOPYIO OHAa
mpoBoauia BMecTe ¢ Cepoii llleHKoM.

— TeI lep>KKUCh BOH OKOJIO TOrO 6epera, Ifie B
peKy cberaeT KJIIOUYMK, - COBeTOBaJa OHAa. - TaMm
BOJIa He 3aMep3HeT LIeJIVIO 3UMY...

Cepas Illeiika mepr>kajiach B CTOPOHEe OT KOCH-
Ka, KaK 4ykad... [la, Bce 6BUIM TaK 3aHATHI 00-
IIUM OTJIETOM, YTO Ha Hee HUKTO He obpaliau
BHUMaHU4. Y cTapod YTKHU U360J1eJI0Ch BCe Cepji-
e, A Ha 6eqHyto Cepyro [leiiky. HeCKoIBKO
pas oHa pelajga IIpo cebs, YTO OCTaHETCd; HO
KaK OCTaHeIIILCs, KOIZa eCTh APyTHe JeTH U HYXK-
HO JIeTeTh BMeCTe C KOCIKOM?..

—Hy, Tporaii! - TpOMKO CKOMaH[0BaJI IJIaB-



HBIU BOJKaK, U CTas IIOJHSAIaCh Pa3oM BBEpPX.

Cepas Illerika ocTaslach Ha peKe OffHa U JJ0JIr0
IIPOBOXKaJIa IJIa3aMU YJIEeTaBIIWM KOCigK. CHaua-
JIa BCe JIeTeJIU OLHOM JKUBOU Kyuel, a II0TOM BBEI-
TSHYJIMCh B IIPaBUJIBHBIU TPEYIOJIbHUK U CKPBI-
JINCh.

«Heyxxes 1 coBceM ofHa? — nyMmaja Cepas
[ITeitka, 3aJMBasACh ciae3aMu. — Jlyuiie GBI OBLIO,
ecsIy OBl TOrja Jlruca MeHd cheJia...»



eKa, Ha KOoTopoM ocrasnack Cepas Illetika, Be-

CeJI0 KaTHJIaCh B ropax, ITOKPBITBIX I'YCTHIM
JlecOM. MecTo OBLIO IIyX0e, U HUKAKOI0 KUJIbs
KpyroM. IIo yrpaM Boja y 6eperoB HaumMHasIa 3a-
Mep3aThb, a JHeM TOHKUM, KaK CTeKJIO, JIeJ; TasiI.

«Hey>kesJI1 BCA pekKa 3aMeps3HeT?» — JyMaJjia
Cepas Illetika C y>KacoM.

Cky4yHO el OBLJIO OJHOM, U OHa BCe AyMaJjia
IIPO CBOMX yJIeTeBIINUX OpaThbeB U cecTep. ['me-To
OHU celfyac? BsiaromosiydHo Jji gojieTean? Bero-
MUHAIT JIA IIp0 Hee? BpeMeHU 6BLIO 40CTaTOY-
HO, YTOOBI II0AyMaThb 000 BCeM. V3Haja OHa U
OJUHOYeCTBO. Pexa ObLiIa IIycTa, ¥ Y)KU3Hb COXpa-
HsJIaCh TOJIBKO B JIeCy, IZie IIOCBUCTBIBAIH Psi6-
YUKH, IIphITaad OeJIKM M 3aiIipl. Pas co CKYKHU
Cepas Illeiika 3abpasiach B JieC ¥ CTPAIIHO IIepe-
IyraJjach, KoIrja us3-Iof Kycra KybapeM BhLIeTel
3adir.

—AX, KaK Thl MeHd HaIlyrasa, Iiaymas! — IIpo-
TOBOPHJI 3asdl], HEMHOIO YCIIOKOHUBIIIUCE. — JlyIlia
B IIATKHY yILIA... M 3a4eM TBI TOIYEIbCS 3[eCh?
Beqib Bce YTKH IaBHO YJIETEJIH. .

-5 He Mory JsieTaTh: JIMca MHe KPBUIBIIIKO IIe-



pexycuia, Korga g ellle Oblla COBCEM MaJIeHb-
KOH...

— VX sta MHe Jluca!l.. HeT xyke 3Bepsa. OHa U
0 MeHsd [aBHO fob6upaetcd... Tl Geperuch ee,
0COOEHHO KOI7Ia peKa IIOKpoeTcs JIbIoM. Kak pas
craraer...

OHHU TO3HAKOMHUJIUCH. 3adl] ObLI TaKOU >Ke
6e33alUTHLIN, KaKk U Cepas Illelika, ¥ criacasu
CBOIO >KM3Hb IOCTOSTHHBIM 6EICTBOM.

— Ecsiz 661 MHe KpPBLIbY, KaK IITULIE, TaK S OB,
Ka’keTcsl, HUKOTO Ha cBeTe He 6osuics!.. V Tebs
BOT XOTh U KpBLIbEB HeT, TaK 3aTO ThI ILIaBaTh
yMeelllb, & He TO BO3bLMEIIL U HBIPHEIL B BO-
Iy, — TOBOPUJI OH.— A s IIOCTOSIHHO JPOXKY CO
CTpaxy... Y MeHd - KpyroM Bparu. Jlerom ere
MO>KHO CIIpITaThCa KyZa-HUOYy[b, a 3UMOM BCe
BUJTHO.

CKOpo BBITIAT U IIePBHIH CHET, a peKa BCe ellfe
He IIoAfaBajach Xoao4y. Bce, yTo samepsaso 1o
HoOYaM, Bojia pasbuBasa. bopb6a Ijia He Ha JKU-
BOT, a Ha CMepTh. Bcero omnacHee OBLIU SICHBIE,
3Be3HbIe HOUYY, KOrJja BCe 3aTHUXAJI0 U Ha peKe
He OBLJIIO BOJIH. PeKa TOYHO 3achllaja, U XO0JI0[
CTapaJiCs CKOBAThH ee JIbJOM COHHYI0. Tak U CIiIy-
YUJIOCh. BblIa TUXAasA-TUXAad 3Be3Had HOUYb. TUXO0



CTOsIJI TEMHBIN Jiec Ha Oepery, TOYHO CTpaka U3
BeJIMKaHOB. I'OpBI KasaHCh BEHIIIE, KaK 3TO OBI-
BaeT HOYBIK. BBICOKMH Mecdll 06/1MBal BCe CBO-
MM TpPeleTHLIM HCKPHBIIMMCSI CBETOM. BypJIHB-
Irasg gHeM ropHas peKa IIpHUCMHUpesa, U K HeH
THXO0-THUXO0 IOJKPAJICA X0JI0[, KPeIIKO-KPeIIKo 06-
HSJI TOPAYI0, HEIIOKOPHYI0 KpacaBHIy M TOYHO
IPUKPLLI ee 3epKaJIbHBIM CTeKIoM. Cepas Ileit-
Ka OblIa B OTYassHUH, IIOTOMY YTO He 3aMepsJia
TOJIBKO caMas cepelMiHa PeKH, e obpasoBalach
IIUPOKasd IIOJBbIHBA. CBOOOJHOIO MecTa, TIfe
MO>KHO OBLJIO IJIaBaTh, OCTaBaJIOCh He OOJIbIIe
naTHagnaTu cakeH. OropueHue Cepo Illeriku
ZOLIJIO 10 TIOCTIeHel CTelleHH, Korfia Ha bepery
Iokasasach Jluca, — 3T0 6bli1a Ta caMasd JInca, Ko-
TOpasd IepeyioMuIa e KpbLIo.

— A, cTapas 3HaKOMasd, 3[paBCTBYM! — JIACKOBO
nporopopuia Jluca, ocTaHaBJIUBasACh Ha Oepe-
ry.— /laBHEHBKO He BHJAJIHCE... II031paBJIsdio C
3UMOH.

— YXomH, Io>KaayicTa, 1 CoOBCeM He X04y C TO-
00l pasroBapuBaTh, — 0TBeTH A Cepad Illelika.

— 3TO 3a MOIO-TO JIacKy! XopoIria ke ThI, Heue-
Io CKasaTh!.. A BIIpoyeM, IIPO MeHA MHOIO JIMIII-
Hero roBopAT. CaMH HaZjesIal0T YTO-HUOY/B, a I10-



TOM Ha MeH U CBaJIAT... [Ioka — 10 cBUaHUA!

Korma Jluca ybpaJsiach, IIPUKOBBUII 3asl] U
cKasaJ:

— beperucs, Cepas lllefika: 0Ha OIIATH IIPUIET.

U Cepas Illeiika To)Xe Hauasna 604TbCd, KaK
bosiica 3ad1l. benHasa make He MOIJIa JIF060BAaTh-
c1 TBOPUBIIHMUCI KPYroM Hee uynecaMu. Ha-
CTyIIMJIa y>Ke HacTosdlas suma. 3eMiIs ObLia II0-
KpbITa 6eJIoOCHe)XHBIM KOBpoM. He ocraBasioch
HU O/THOTO TeMHOTO IIATHBIIIKA. /J[ake rojible Ge-
pesbl, OJIbXU, UBBl U PSIOUHBI yOpaJIuCh HMHeEeM,
TOYHO CepeOpPUCTBIM IIyXOM. A esId CHesIaIuCh
ele BakHee. OHHM CTOSIJIM 3aChIIIaHHBIE CHETOM,
Kak OyATO HaJeJu NOPOryl0 TeIUIyro Iny6y. /a,
4yZHO, XOpOIIIo 610 KpyroM; a 6emHass Cepas
[Tetika 3Haja TOJIBKO OZHO, YTO 3Ta KpacoTa He
Il Hee, U TpelreTasia IIPU OJHOM MBICJIH, UTO ee
II0JIBIHBS BOT-BOT 3aMep3HeT U el HeKyza OyzeT
neTbcd. Jlvca [eNCTBUTEJBbHO IIPHIIIA Yepes
HEeCKOJILKO JHel, cejla Ha Oepery U OIIITH 3aro-
BOpHJIA:

— Cockyumiiach g II0 Tebe, yTouka... Beixomu
CI0ZIa; a He XO04elllb, TaK s caMa K Tebe npuay. 5
He CIIeCHBa...

W Jlnca mpuHAIACH IIOJI3TH OCTOPO’KHO IIO



JbAYy K caMOH moJibIHbe. V Cepoit [leiiku 3aMep-
Jio cepare. Ho Jluca He MorJjia I1ogo6paThes K ca-
MOH BOJie, IIOTOMY YTO TaM Jie[i ObLI ellle OUeHb
TOHOK. OHa II0JIO’KHUJIa TOJIOBY Ha IlepeHue JIall-
KUY, 06JIM3HYJIaCh U IIPOTOBOPHIIA:

—Kakasg T®I Iyymasi, yrouka... BrpLie3ain Ha
Jen! A BopoueM, 0 cBugaHud! S TOPOILIIOCH 110
CBOMM JieJIaM...

Jluca Havasa NIPUXOAUTHL KaKABIM JeHb —



IpOBenaTh, He 3aCThIJIA JIU IIOJIBIHBS. HacTyIIUB-
I1I1e MOPO3BI JiesIaId CBOe ieJio. OT 60JIBIIOH I10-
JILIHBH 0CTaBaJIOCh BCEro OJHO OKHO B Ca’kKeHb
BeJIMUUHOM. Jlen ObLI KpellKuii, U Jlrica cagu-
Jack Ha caMoM Kparo. beguaa Cepas Illeiika co
CTpaxy HBIpsjIa B BOAY, a JIuca cHUzesia u 3J10 II0J-
CMeHBaJIach HaJl Heu:

— Huuero, HBIpSH, a 1 Te6s1 BCce paBHO ChEM...
BrIXOAH JIydlIlle caMa.

3adr Buze ¢ 6epera, 4To IIpojesibiBaia Jluca,
U BO3MYIIIAJICS BCEM CBOUM 3asIYbUM CepAlieM:

— AX, Kakas 6eccoBecTHas aTa JIuca... Kakasa
HecuacTHag 3Ta Cepas [lletika! Crect ee Jluca...



IV

Ho BCeU BepOsATHOCTH, JIvca U cbesa 6vl Ce-
pyro IlleliKy, Korja IIOJIBIHbI 3aMepsJa Obl
COBCeM, HO CIYYMJIOCH HHaue. 3asdll BCe BHJeN
CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMHU KOCHIMU IJIa3aMMU.

Jles1o 6B1710 YyTPOM. 3as1] BEICKOUMJI U3 CBOET0
JIOTOBA TIOKOPMHUTBCA M IIOUIPaTh C JAPYTHUMHU
3auaMyd. Mopo3 OB 3J0POBBIM, U 3aMIlbl I'pe-
JIACh, IIOKOJIAUMBAs JIANIKYy O JIAIIKy. XOTSA U XO-
JIOJHO, a BCe-TaKH BeceJIo.

— Bpat1ipl, 6eperurecs! - KpUKHYJI KTO-TO.

JleiCTBUTEJILHO, OIIaCHOCThL OblJIa Ha HOCY.
Ha omy1ike jieca CTOSI CTOPOJIEHHBIM CTapUY0K
OXOTHHK, KOTOPBIH IIOJKPAJICI Ha JbDKaX COBEp-
IIIEHHO HECJBIIIHO M BBICMaTpPHBaJ, KOTOPOTO
OblI 3al1]a 3aCTPEJIUTh.

«3JX, Tel1as cTapyxe myba OymeT», — coobpa-
’KaJsl OH, BBIOMpas cCaMOIo KpYyITHOrO 3aMIia.

OH fake IIPUIIEJINUICA U3 PYXKbs, HO 3aMIIbI
ero saMeTHUJIM U KUHYJIUCH B JIeC, KaK CyMacIIle/I-
mIye.

—AX, JyKaBLpbl! - pacceppguiica CTapHUYOK. —
Bot y>xo0 g Bac... Toro He IOHUMAIOT, IJIYIIbIE, UTO
HeJIb3s cTapyXe 6e3 I1y6sl. He Mep3HYTh 7Ke el...



A BBI AKMHTHUYA He obMaHeTe, CKOJIbKO HH 0e-
rare. AKUHTUY-TO IIOXUTpee O6yzeT... A cTapyxa
AKMHTHYY BOH KakK HakasblBaja: «Tbl, CMOTpH,
CTapuK, 6e3 I1yObI He IIPUXOAU!» A BBI CUTaTh...

CTapUUOK IIyCTUJICA PasbICKUBATh 3aUIlEB I10
cIefiaM, HO 3aMIIbl pacCHIIaIUCh I10 JIeCy, Kak Io-
pox. CTapuUUyoOK HIOPSAKOM H3MYYHJICS, obpyras
JIYKaBBIX 3allIleB U IIpUces] Ha O6epery peKH OT-
NOXHYTb.

- 93X, cTapyxa, cTapyxa, ybeskaja Hallla IIIy-
6a! — rymas oH BcayX. — Hy, BOT OTZ0XHY U IIOU-
Iy UCKATh JPYIVIO...

CUAUT CTapUUOK, TOPIOEeT, a TYT, IJIsAb, Jlruca
II0 peKe II0JI3eT, — TaK U I10JI3eT, TOYHO KOIIIKA.

—T'e, re, BOT Tak IITyKa! — 06pazoBajICs CTapHU-
4oK.— K cTapyXuHOM-TO IIly6e BOPOTHUK CaM
1oJs13eT... BUTHO, IUTH 3axX0Tesa, a TO, MOXKET, U
PBIOKHU B3 ymMasia I10JI0BUTh...

Jlvca [efiCTBUTEIBHO IIOII0JI3JIa K CaMOM II10-
JIbIHBE, B KOTOpoM IutaBasa Cepasg Illeiika, u
yJlerjiach Ha Jiby. CTapUKOBCKUE IJla3a BUIeIN
IIJIOXO0 U M3-3a JIUCHI He 3aMeYdasId YTKHU.

«Hazio Tak ee 3aCTpeJssiTh, YTOOBI BOPOTHUKA
He HCIIOPTUTH, — CoOOpa’kajl CTapuK, IIPUIIeIH-
Basch B JIUCy. — A TO BOT Kak cTapyxa 6yzet 6pa-



HUTBCS, €C/IH BOPOTHHUK-TO B [ABIPHAX OKaXKeT-
cd... Toxxe cBog CHOpPOBKa Be3Jie HaZoOHa, a 6e3
CHAaCTH U KJIOIIA He YObelllb».

CTapd4oK [0JIT0 IIpHUIleJHUBAJICA, BBIOUpas
MeCTO B OyZyllleM BOPOTHHKe. HaKOHeIl TpAHYI
BBICTpeJI. CKBO3b IBIM OT BBICTPEJIa OXOTHHK BH-
JieJI, KaK 4TO-TO METHYJIOCh Ha JIbAY, — H CO BCeX
HOT KMHYJICA K IIOJIBIHEE; II0 JOpOore OH JIBa pasa
yIiaj, a Korga Ao6eskasl 0 IIOJIBIHBY, TO TOJIBKO
pasBeJI pyKaMH, — BODOTHHKA KaK He OBIBaJIO, a B
IOJIbIHBE IlIaBaJla OfHA IlepemnyraHHasg Cepas
[Terika.

—BoT Tak mTyKa! — axHyJI CTapHUY0K, PasBoAd
PyKaMH. — B IIepBBIi pa3 BIDKY, Kak Jluca B yTKY
obpaTtuiace. Hy, U XUTep 3Bepb.

- lepyiuka, Jluca y6erkasa, — o6bsicHUIa Ce-
pas Llefika.

—V6erxkasna? BoT Tebe, cTapyxa, U BOPOTHUK K
mry6e... YTo Xe s Tellepb OyAy AesaTh, a? Hy u
rpex BEBINIEN... A THI, IJIyIlasg, 3a4eM TYT ILJIaBa-
ellb?

- A 4, TefyliKa, He MOIJIAa yJIeTeTh BMecTe C
OPYTHMH. Y MeHsI O{HO KPBLIBIIIKO IIOIIOPYEHO...

— Ax, riaynad, riaynad... /la BeIb ThI 3aMeps-
Helllb TYT WU JInca Tebs cbect! Ja...



Crapuuok mmogyMas-IiogyMajl, IToKadaJyl I0JIO-
BOU U perui:

—A MBI BOT 4UTO Cc TOOOM cfejaeM: s Tebs
BHYyYKaM YyHecy. BoT-To o6pazytoTcs... A BeCHOHI
THl CTapyXe SUYeK HaHecelllb Jia YTATOK BHIBe-
Ielrb. Tak 1 TOBOPr0? BOT TO-TO, IJIymasd...

Crapu4ok 106511 Cepyto [IelKy U3 II0JIBIHBU
U TI0JIOXKHJI 3@ Ta3yXy. «A cTapyxe S HUYero He
CKaXKy, — coobpa’kajl OH, HAIIpPaBJSSICh JOMOM. —
IIycThb ee 11y6a ¢ BODOTHUKOM BMeCTe ellfe II0IY-
Ji1eT B Jiecy. I'JlaBHOe: BHYYKU BOT KaK 06pafy-
H0TCA...»

3aMnpl BCe 3TO BUEJIN U BeCeyi0 CMESIHCH.
Huyero, crapyxa U 6e3 IIyObl Ha IIeUKe He 3a-
Mep3HeT.
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