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HpoQ)eccop MaTeMaTUuKy, Asekceil CepreeBuyu
BOIMHWH, BBICOKMM XYZOIIaBBIM CTapHK, C
IPUBOU BOJIHUCTHIX CeIbIX BOJIOC, BbIOMBABIIIUX-
CA M3-II0J IIHMPOKOIIOJIOM COJIOMEHHOM IIUISAIIEI,
OKOHYMWJI KOIIaThCd B CaAy M, IOJHABIIUCH Ha
Teppacy CBOeU MaJleHbKOM, CIIPATaHHOU B 3eJIe-
HU Jla4y, yceJics B IIJIeTeHOe KpecsIo y 60JIbIII0r0
CTOJIa, COOUPAasACh YUTATh TOJIBKO UTO IIPUHECEH-
Hble [I0YTaJbOHOM Ta3eThl.

JleHb CTOSJI IIPeBOCXOHBIN. MI0JIbCKUM 3HOMI
yMepsuICsS GJIM30CTHI0 MOPSI, C KOTOPOTO TSIHYJIO
IIPUATHOM cBeKecThblo. Ha HebGe HH o6sauka.
CoJtHIIE IPKO U BeceJIo IJIAfesI0 CBEPXY, 3a/IUBas
6/1eCKOM HeOOJIBIION caf, C JUIaMH, 6epe3amMu
U psi6MHaMU, OKPY>KeHHBIM CO BCeX CTOPOH IY-
CTBIM COYHBIM KYCTapHUKOM, — UYHCTBIH, IIOCHI-
IaHHBIN IIeCKOM, IIeCTPEBIINN MaCCOH IIBETOB B
KpacuBO pasfie/laHHBIX KJIyMmb6ax. Hag HUMU 3a-
O0TJIMBO JKyXOKald IT4esibl U Beceso IIOpXayu
6ab0uKH, IIpuCaKKUBasACh Ha IIBETHL. B 30JI0TH-
CTOM JBIMKE BO3[yXa KpPYKHJIach MOIIKA. Bopo-
ObU 3aJ0PHO YHWpPHKAaJIH, Xpabpo IIOAIIPHITUBASA
Ha CTYIIeHU Teppachl 3a XJIEOHBIMU KPOIIKaMHU.



KpyroM riapuia THUIIHHA.

[Ipesxe yeM IIPUHATHCA 3a raseThl, CTapbIi
mmpodeccop IOIJIALe] U Ha Jajlb TUXOI0 MOPS, U
Ha YepHeIollMe IIITHA GOPTOB KPOHIITALTCKOIO
perizia, ¥ Ha ALIMOK BHHEIOIEroCsd Ha TOPH30H-
Te I1apoXofa, U Ha OeJIyI0 JIEHTY JOPOTH BHH3Y,
BJI0JIb Gepera, ¥ BeCh 3TOT JaBHO 3HAKOMBIN eMy
IeKsak, BUAUMO, IIPOU3BOAU/I Ha CTapHKa TH-
X0e, PpajoCTHOe BIIeYATJeHHe, CJI0BHO IIPHU
BCTpedye C UCIIBITAHHEBIM CTapbIM JIPYIOM.

BOIIMHUH JIIOOMJI 3Ty MeCTHOCTBb, 3TH TPH,
4JeThIpe [lecATKa [JOMHKOB HeMeIIKOM KpOH-
IITaATCKOM KOJIOHHH, IOTHUBIIHXCA B Cafax, Ha
HeOO0JIbIII0M BO3BBIIIIEHHOCTH, HaJ, 6eperoM PuH-
CKOIO 3a/IMBa, B IIITH BepcTax oT OpaHHeH6ay-
Ma. JTa OKpeCcTHOCTh IleTepOypra, OTHOCUTEJIb-
HO [JOBOJIBHO IJIyXas, He OTpaBJIeHHAas ellle >Ke-
JIe3HOM IOPOTO, MY3BIKOM, TeaTPOM, MHOTOJIFO/I-
CTBOM, paspsUKeHHBIMU JaYHHUIIAMH U TIIECJIaB-
HOM CyeTOM MOJHBIX NAUHBLIX MeCT, HpaBUJIacCh
BOIMHWHY CBOEH TUIIIMHOM U GJIM30CTHI0 MOPH,
U OH, BOT YK IIITOE JIETO, IIPOBOJUJI B 3TOM Me-
CTe BaKaIliu BMecTe ¢ TaHeUKOH, CBOeH e[HH-
CTBEHHOM [J0Yepbl0, OT HEJO0JITOr0 U He 0COOeH-
HO CYaCTJIMBOIO O6paka C ee IIOKOMHOM KpacaBU-



I1eif MaTephIo.

3mecy mpodeccop orabixas oT IleTep6ypra:
KOITaJICs B Cafy, C JII000BBI0 yXa>KUBaJI 3a IBeTa-
MU, 6poaMII B GJIMDKHEM JieCy, CDKUBAJI Ha Gepe-
Iy MOps, IIHCaJ, He TOPOIIACh, JaBHO HayaThIA
MeMyap O 6eCKOHeYHO MaJbIX BeJIMUYMHAaX, YU-
TaJjl )KypHaJbl U yAUJI OKYHEUW Ha psDKaxX, 3a0bl-
Bas Ha BCe JIETO CTOJIMYHYIO CYTOJIOKY, YHUBEP-
CUTETCKUE JIPSI3TU U CBOU IIPOPEeCCOPCKUM, II0[-
4ac TeCHBIA XOMYT.

— A Be[ib XOpOIIIO! — HEBOJILHO COPBAaJIOCh C
ry6 craporo podeccopa.

W Ha ero XOpoOIIO COXpaHUBIIEMCSI JIHUIIE,
BIAYMYUBOM U 100pOM, OIIyIIIeHHOM 60JIBIIIOH Ce-
oM 60pojioro, IIpHaBaBIllel IIpodeccopy BHUT
maTpuapxa, 3acBeTWIach THXasd [IOBOJIbHAsA
yJIBIOKA, II0JIHAs Yapylolllell IIpejieCTH KPOTKOTO,
IeTCKU-HaUBHOI'O BBIpa’KeHU.

OH II0OBEpPHYJI TOJIOBY K OTKPBITOMY OKHY, BHI-
XOAUBIIIEMY Ha Teppacy, ¥ TPOMKO IIPOTOBOPHIL:

— He mpaBpa 1y, 4ygHBIA CerofHs IeHb, Ta-
Heuka?

— Jla, ntama. OTJIMYHBIN JIeHb! — OTBeYaJs U3
IJIyOMHBI KOMHATHI TBEPABIN MOJIOJOU Cepebpu-
CTBIH I'OJIOCOK.



— UYTO0 X THI CUQUIIIL B KOMHaTe?

— IlraTbe OKaHYMBAalO, IIallOYyKa. Beapb TEBI
o6elllay B BOCKpeCeHbe HUATH CO MHOM B Opa-
HUeHOayM Ha My3bBIKYy. MBI IIOM/IeM, He IIpaBza
Ju? — npubaBuiia TaHeuka ¢ He)KHOM, JiacKalo-
e “HTOHAITUEeH.

— KoHeuHoO, KOHe4HO, ecju Tebe xouercs! —
JIaCKOBO OTBeYaJl CTapHUK U B TO >Ke BpeMs II01Y-
Mai: «4To HHTepecHOro HaxomuT TaHeuka Ha
9TOU TJIyIeMIlleld My3bIKe?»

«A BIpouYeM, el Belb CKY4YHO 6e3 pasBiieye-
HUU... MOJIOZOCTB!» — TOTUYAC >Ke OIlpaBJajl OH
TaHeuKy.

— A TBI UTO JIeJIaelsb, rmama?

— Celtuac 6y/y razeThl YUTaTh.

— CMOTpH, TOJIBLKO He BO3MyIllaucs!

— Ilocraparocs, TaHeuka! — BeceyI0O CKasal
CTapuK U IpubaBuwiI: — [la uto 3to IleTpa AJek-
caHJpoBHUYa HeT, TaHeuKa?

— A He 3HaIO.

— VK He IIOCCOPUJINCE JIU BEI BUepa?

— 51 BOOOIIle He CCOPIOCh. /la U He U3-3a Uero C
HUM CCOPUTHCA!

— OGe1tas1 OBITH K Yacy U He Ipuexall. IIoxa-
JIyH, U COBCEM He IIpHUefeT.



— IIpueger! — 1pomsHecsa TaHeuka ¢
He6pe’KHOU YBepPeHHOCTHIO.

Hactynmmio mosyaHue. CTapuk cTajl OBLIO
4UTaTh TejerpaMMBbl, HO, He JOUUTaB UX, CHOBA
3aMeTHIIL:

— A cJIaBHBIA 4yesioBeK 3TOT IleTp AJieKcaH-
Iposuu! He 1ipaBza sy, TaHeuka?

— OT/IMUHEBIY, ITatouka. Takas ke J0JI0Ba ap-
¢a, KaK U THI.

B MoJ107[0M BeceJIOM TOJIOCKe IIPO3Bydasia efl-
Ba 3aMeTHasg UpOHHYeCcKas HOTKa.

Ho crapeiii mmpogeccop 3TOM HOTKH He YJIO-
BUJI ¥ O’KUBJIEHHO IIPOOJDKAIL:

— U rnaBHoe, TaHeuka, C cepzlieM YesIOBeK.
HeT B HeM 3TOr0 IIPOTHUBHOIO HBIHEIITHEIO HH-
mupdepeHTH3Ma... FIcKOpKa 60>kust TOPUT B IleT-
pe AJleKcaHIpOBHYE, U YyTKasg COBECThH €eCTh.
He60Cch W3 Hero CaMoO[OBOJIbHBIN yUeHBIN 00JI-
BaH He BhIIIes... CAMOMHEHMEM OH He TPellluT U
CBOero 6ora He IIpogact... ITo, TaHeuka, foporas
Jepra.

— Buto6J1eH THI B CBOeTO JI0IleHTa! — CO cMe-
XOM IIporoBopuia TaHeuka...— [locaymiaTe Te-
051, TaK OH COBEPIIIEHCTBO...

— CoBepIIIeHCTBa HET, [IeBOYKa, a YTO YeJIo-



BEK OH XOPOIINK — 3TO BHe COMHeHUs. 1 rosioBa
cBeTsasd!.. PaboTas-TO OH Kak, ecjlHd OBl THI 3Ha-
jgal.. 1 BceM 06s3aH cebe ogHOMY... Ilepeq Ha-
MM OpaToM IIpodeccopoM He 10JMI... HU K KO-
My He 3a6eraJ... 3a Bce 3TO g ero u Jiro6J1ro. 1 oH
Hac JII00UT.

— Teb6s1 B 0cO6€HHOCTH, I1a11a, — BcTaBUiIa Ta-
HeykKa.

— U Tebs He MeHBblIIe, 4 fyMaro. IloKanyi, U
6osbire... Kak ToI fymaelnb, TaHeuka?

— Jlymaro, 4To ThlI oltrbaenibcsa. Co MHOM OH
OoJibIlle OpaHUTCA, I1all0YKa, ¥ IIOCTOSTHHO CIIO-
PHT.

— T'opsguuii oH, IOTOMY U CIIOPUT. A OH IIPU-
BsI3aH K Te6e... A THI? — HEOKUJAaHHO CIIPOCHUII
CTaphli IIpodeccop MIYTIUBEIM TOHOM.

— K ueMy TBI crpanruBaenis? To4yHO He 3Ha-
elllb, YTO ¥ OYeHBb pacrosiokeHa K IleTpy AJek-
CaHJpPOBHUYY! — CIIOKOMHO OTBeTHJIa TaHeuKa.

Crapuk mpodeccop CKOHPY3HIICI U TOPOILIU-
BO IIPOTOBOPHIIL:

— K uyemy cnpammusarw? Tak, K CJI0BY IIpU-
IIJIOCH, HY... HY ¥ CIIPOCHJIL.

U OH pelIuTeIbHO IPUHSJICA 38 Ta3eThl.

Ho uuTass OH UX CerogHs paccesHHO U, He [10-



KOHYMB 4YTEHU, 3ayMaJICs.



Hy, YTO HOBOTIO B ra3erax, IIarrouKka?

- C sTuMHU cioBaMHU TaHeuKa BOIILIAa Ha
Teppacy W, NPUOJUSUBIINCH TBEPIOH, YBEpEH-
HOM IIOXOJKOM K OTILy, II0IlesIoBaJjia ero B JIoO.

ITIpu Buze cBoeld TaHEUKU CTAPUK BeCh IIPO-
cBeTJIeJl. BO B3IJisiie €ro CBETHUJIOCH CTOJIBKO
JIF0OBH, BOCTOPra M YMHJIEHHUS, UTO Cpasy ObLIO
BUJIHO, YTO OTel] 60TOTBOPHUJI CBOIO [[0Yb.

OnHa Bcg cusiia 6/1eCKOM MOJIOOCTH, CBEXKe-
CTH U KPacCoTHI, 3Ta HEBBICOKOI'O POCTa, OTJIMYHO
CJI0’KeHHas, C IBIITHBIMU GpopMaMU OJIOHIUHKA,
JIeT IBaALaTHU ABYX, C KpaCUBO II0Ca>KEHHOM TO-
JIOBKOM Ha MOJIOYHOM, CJIOBHO BBITOYEHHOMN
mee, ¢ OOJILIIUMHU Cepo-3eJIEHBIMU IJla3aMU U
POCKOIIIHBIMU 30JI0OTUCTHIMU, 3aUeCaHHBIMU Ha-
3aJ BOJIOCAaMH, BUBIIIHNMMUCSI Ha BHCKaxX. Ha Helt
OBLJIO JIeTHee roJIy6oe IIaThe C IIPOLIMBKaMU Ha
TPYOU U pyKaBaX, CKBO3b KOTOpPBIe BUIHEJIOCH
OCJIeIINTeJIbHOM 6esm3HBI Tejlo. Ha MH3HHITaX
MaJIeHbKUX X0JIEHBIX PYK OGJiecTesi KOJIbIla.

Hapy’XKHOCTBIO CBOeli OHa HUCKOJIBLKO He II0-
XO[IHJIa Ha OTIIa.

V nipodeccopa 65110 CyXOIlllaBoe, PO 0JIr0Ba-



TO€e, CMYIJIOBATOE JIUIIO C BBICOKUM JIOOM, U3-II0[,
KOTOPOT0 KPOTKO ¥ BIYMUYHUBO IJIS[eIU TeMHEIE,
ellle COXpaHUBIIHE OJIeCK IJIa3a, U BCA €ro HH-
TeJUIUTeHTHass (QU3MOHOMUS [bIIllajia BbIpake-
HUEeM TOHU OlyXOTBOPEHHOCTH, KOTOpas ObIBaeT y
JIFOZIeH MBICJIH.

YeM-TO CJIHUIIIKOM TPe3BbIM U KUTEUCKUM, 3a-
KOHUEHHBIM U OIIpeJle/IeHHBIM BesI0, HAaIIpo-
THUB, OT BCeY KPEIKOH, Ipaljio3HOM QUIypKH Ta-
HeUKH, OT ee KPYIJIOT0 XOPOILIeHLKOTO JUUUKA C
POAMMBIMU HATHBIINIKAMHU Ha IIBIIITHEIX IT[eKaX, C
3aJJ0PHO IIPUIIOAHATHEIM HOCOM U aJIbIMU TOHKHU-
MU I'y6aMu, — OT ee OOJIBIIUX IJ1a3, ICHBIX U YBe-
PEHHEIX, BO B3IJIAE KOTOPHIX CBETHUJICA YM IIPaK-
TUYECKOU HaTypPBhL.

OHa cTosila IIepef OTLIOM CBeXKasl, 6JIeCTd-
11as, CIIOKOMHO yJIbIOaroIasacs, [oKasbiBas pPsf
KpPaCHUBBIX MeJIKUX OeJsIbIX 3y00B, BUJUMO IIPHU-
BBIKIITAs, YTO €10 JIFOOYIOTCSI, M CO3HAIOIAsi CBOIO
BJIACTH HaJ JIIOOAIUM CepAlleM cTapuka. YTo-To
rpalio3Ho-KoIllaube OBLJI0O U B €e I103e U B ee
yJIbIOKE.

— Tak 4uTo ’Ke HOBOTO B raseTax, rama? — IIO-
BTOpHJIa OHA CBOM BOIIPOC.

— Jla HUUYero HOBOTO... Bce OTHO U TO Xe...



ITpuceB Kk crtosy, TaHeuka B3sdja rasery H C
BHUUMBIM YA0BOJILCTBHEM CTajla YATATH (eJIbe-
TOoH. IIo BpeMeHaM Ha ee JIHIe IIOABJIAIACH

yJIbIOKa.

— HpaButca? — crpocusn 1npodeccop, He
CIIyCKaBIIIMNH IJ1a3 ¢ TaHeuyKU.

— Huuero ce6e... 3a6aBHO!.. — oTBeTHJIa Ta-
HeuyKa.

— OpHako g Tebe Memar... YuTai, a s OULy
K cebe... 103aliMyCh HEMHOTI'0 U COCHY YacCoOK IIe-
pen o6eoM...

U cTapuk ymaauicsd, JIaCKOBO IIOIJIaJIUB CBOIO
JIFOOUMHUILY 110 ee 30JI0TUCTHIM BOJIOCAM.

OcraBUINCH O0/fHA, TaHeUKa BIIMIACh B QeJibe-
TOH. Becesasi, JoBOJIbHAs y/IbIOKa He CXOAWJIA C
ee JIMYUKa.

B camy paspasuch TOPOILIMBEIE ITaru. TaHeu-
Ka UX yCJabIXaja U OTJIMYHO 3HaJIa, YbH 3TO IIIa-
I'¥, HO TOJIOBHI He II0BepHyJIa U ellle 60Jiee YIJIy-
OuIach B rasery.

— 3xpaBcTByiiTe, TaTbsAHa AJIeKceeBHa, —
pasgasics OKOJIO Hee pPafoCTHBHIM, HEeCKOJBKO
B3BOJIHOBaHHBIN MY>KCKOU T0JIOC.

— AX, 3TO BHI, lleTp AjleKCaHAPOBUU? — KakK
OyATO yaWBHJIACh OHA. — 34pPaBCTBYMTe! — JIIO-



6e3HO IIpoMosiBUIIa TaHeuyKa U, OTJIOXKUB raseTy,
IIPOTSHYJIa CBOX MaJIeHbKYIO Oesyro pydky Ilo-
MoOpIIeBY. TOT KpeIKo CKaJl ee B CBOEU IITUPOKOMN
MSICUCTOH pyKe.

[TomopI1ieB OBLI MOJIOZIOM, HeLypPHOI C0O60X0
OproHeT JieT TpPUALlAaTH. CBerKee, pyMSHOE JIHII0
ero, ¢ MArKUMH 4YepTaMH, ObLJIO OITYIIIeHO BBIO-
IIeMcsd 4epHOM 60pofaKoM. OH BBIIYCTHI PYKY
XOpoIIeHLKOU TaHeuKU U CMOTpeJsI Ha Hee uepes
OYKHU CBOMMU YepHBIMH, 6apXaTHBIMU IJla3aMH,
CJIOBHO OYapoBaHHBIN. BocTopr B/HOJEHHOTO
CUsLJI y HeTro Ha JI0y.

— YTO0 TaK II03THO?

— 3azepskaiii MeHd B ropofe, TaTbsaHa AJIeK-
ceeBHa! A TO GBI $1, pasyMeeTcs, II0CHEeITHI Halo-
eCThb BaM! — IrOBOPWJI OH MATKUM IIPUATHBIM Te-
HOPKOM, 0J1aroroBeiiHO Jt00ysch CaHEuUKON U
HepBHO IIOLUIIBIBAA [POKAIMMU IMajabIlaMH
CBOIO IIIEJTKOBHUCTYI0 OOPOJIKY.

U, ipucaxuBasch 0K0J10 TaHeuKH, IIpru6aBUII
TIIOHM>KEeHHBIM TOHOM:

— Ecoim 6 BRI 3HAJIM, KaK BaM HAET 3TO ILIa-
The, TaTbsgHa AJleKceeBHaA!

A ero siu1io Kak O6yATo moroBapuBaio: «M Kak
s Bac JIF00JIr0, MUJIad JIeBYIIIKa!»



— A BEBI AyMaeTe, s He 3Har, 4To uzpetr? OT-
JIMYHO 3Haw! — 3acMestach TaHeUyka.

— He coMHeBarocCs.

— A marma Bac JKmaJ K 3aBTpaKy — U YK Iy-
MaJI, UTO BEI He IIpUeeTe.

— A BBI, KOHEUHO, He XIaJu? — MIIYTJINUBO
npomMoJsiBu [Tomopries.

— KoHeuHoO, HeT! — 0oTBeTHJIa OHA, B3JepPIU-
Basg KBepXy KaIpU3HO TOJIOBKY. JTOT HaJMeH-
HBIU ’KeCT OUYeHb IleJI K Hel.

Ha suno IlomoprieBa Habekasa TeHb. OH
BHE3aIlHO CJeJajICd MpaueH U KaK-TO BeCh Che-
xwicqd. Elne Byepa eMy cKasajau, 4yTo OyayT
JKIaTh €ro, a cerogHd... «HeT, 3T0 HEBO3SMOJKHO...
HAJI0 BBISICHUTH!» — II0AyMaJl OH U BAPYT II0YYB-
CTBOBAaJI Ceb6s1 IIy00KO HeCcUacCTHBIM.

A TaHeuka yepes MUHYTY y>Ke TOBOPHJIA:

— K yeMy MHe 6bLI0 XAaTh? S U Tak ObLIa
yBepeHa, UTo BEI IIpUefieTe... HaBeCTUTh many! —
JIYKaBO IIpubaBUjIa OHa.

U, c10BHO IIpoOysl CBOIO BJIACTH MEHSATH CO-
cTosiHUMe payxa IloMoprieBa IO CBOeMy JKeJla-
HUI0, — BJIaCTh, KOTOpPO TaHeuka II0JIb30Ba-
JIach IIMPOKO, — OHA TakK JIACKOBO, TaK HEXXHO
B3IJIZHYJIA Ha [loMopIieBa, UyTh-4yTh IIIyPsI CBOX



riaasa, uro IleTp AJIeKCAaHIPOBHUY CHOBA IIPOCH-
LI, 1 CHOBA HaJlesKa corpeJsia ero cepare.

OH moMoJI4yaJI ¥ CIIPOCHIL:

— A BEBI He cepuTech Ha MeHd?

—A? 3a uro?

— 3a BYepalllHUM CIIop... SI Bcerga HaroBopio
JIUIITHETO.

— U He nymasa. I B 3TH [Ba roja HaIllero
3HAKOMCTBa IIPUBBIKJIA K BalllUM 0OBUHEHUIM U
3Ha0, YTO BaM BO MHe BCe He HpPaBUTC.

— YT0 BHI, UTO BBI, TaThbsiHa AJleKceeBHa!

N rosioc u sguno IloMmopiieBa IIPOTECTOBAIH
IIPOTHUB 3THUX CJIOB.

Ho TaHeuka, Kak OyATO He 3ameuas 3TOTO,
IIpoJoJDKaJa:

— Sl ¥ couImKoM TpesBas, X0JI04HAas HATypa, g
U KOKeTKa... OHUM CJI0BOM, ...

— Ilo6oiTechy 6Goral..— BOCKIHUKHYJ IloMoOp-
11eB, lepebuBasg. — Hu4yero mogo6HOI0 s HUKO-
rga He gyMaJl... IHOra, B MUHYTY pasapakeHus,
CPBIBAJINChL €[KHe CJI0Ba, HO pa3Be HX MO’KHO
CTaBUTb B YyIIpeK?.. I TOBOPHJ M IIOBTOPHAIO
OIISITh, UTO BBl YaCTO KJIeBellleTe Ha Cebs, IIpef:-
CTaBJISASACH He TOH, KaKas Bbl Ha CAMOM [ieJIe...

— A Kakas g Ha caMOM [esie? — crpocuia Ta-



HeuKa, oJHUMas Ha IloMopIieBa CBOU SICHBIE
OoJIbIIIMe yiIblOaroIecsd rj1asa.

B kauecTBe BJ06JIeHHOrO IIOMOpIIEB IIO OT-
HOIlleHUI0 K TaHeuke cOBCeM He II0JIL30BaJICsd



BBICHIMM aHaJM30M U OBLJI CJIell, KaK BCe BJII0O-
JIEHHBbIe HJEaJIMCTBI, & II0TOMY BOCTOP>KEHHO
IIpOLIeNTas, CJIOBHO U3peKasd HeOCIIOPUMYI0 Ma-
TEeMaTUYeCKy0 GOpPMYJIy:

— Br1?.. BBl 1IpejieCTHOE CYIIeCTBO, JIy4llle KO-
TOPOIO A He BUAaJI, TaTbsIHa AjleKceeBHa!

TaHeuKa yCMeXHYyJIach.

— BoT u moiiMu Bac: TO — IIpejIeCTHOe CYIIfe-
CTBO, TO... beccep/ieyHast KOKeTKa!

— A, KarKkeTcs, IIOHATEH He TPYAHO. Kak BEI [Iy-
Mmaete, TaTbsiHA AJieKCeeBHA? — UYTh CJIBIIIIHO
IpopoHuI IIoMopIieB.

OtBeTa He 6b1710. I[IoMOPIIEB 3aBOJIHOBAJICA U
COBCeM 3aTepeOuI CBOI0 OHOPOIKY.

«Heob6xX0IUMO Tellephb ’Ke BCe BBIICHUTH!» —
IyMaJl OH. JTa MBICJb He JaBaja eMy IIOKOS U
cTpalrHo myrasaa ero. Kak orBetut TaHeuka? Ilo
BpeMeHaM eMy KasajJloCh, YTO OHa 6oJiee ueMm
pacrosiokeHa K HeMy; II0 BpeMeHaM OH JyMalJl,
YTO OHA K HEMY PaBHOZYIIIHA U TOJBKO KOKeT-
HHUYaeT ¢ HUM. llesblil IO OH KCIILITHIBAET IIO-
I0OHYI0 KaTOPIy: TO BEPUT, TO COMHeBaeTcs. Ha-
II0 IIOKOHYUTh.

U oH pemuTeg bHO CKasasl:

— IlorimeMTe rysiaTh, TaTbsgHa AJleKceeBHa!



— Kapko! — jieHUBO IIpOoTaHyIa TaHeuKa.

— Hepanexo, Kk Mopro... TamM He KapKo.

B rosioce ero 3By4asia MoJib6a. JIUII0 OBLIO Ce-
pBesHo.

— Iloxkasyy, mormgeMre.

TaHeuka cxofuia 3a 30HTHKOM, M MOJIOJEIE
JIXO[IU CIIYCTHJIMCH K JIOpOre, IIepeceKIN ee U II0-
IIIJIU 110 TYCTOM, IIPOXJIaSHOM ajllee K MOPIO.



nepBa o6a Mosryanu. [ToMopIieB 11es, HU3KO

OIIyCTUB TOJIOBY, KaK 4YesI0BeK, I10/1aBJIeHHBIA
ITyMaMU, WIH MOJICYIUMBIU B 0KUJAaHUU IIPUTO-
Bopa. TaHeuka I1a CBOeM TBepAOM, POBHOH IIO-
XOIKOM, 4yTh-4yTh IIOKAYKUBAasCh, 1 BpeMeHaMU
B3IJIAABIBaJIa U3-II0[ 30HTHKA Ha Ilomopliesa.
CeroiHg OH ObLI KaKOM-TO CTPaHHBIM, HE TaKOH,
Kak Bcerpga. TaHeyka 4yBCTBOBaJIa I10 BCEMY, UTO
OH II03BaJI ee TyJIATh AJI1 00bSICHEeHUs, U JK/ajla
ero ¢ JIIO60IbITCTBOM. Ee MHTepecoBasio, Kak OH
00'BSICHUTCSL.

ITO OXKHaHHe CjIeTKa B3BOJIHOBAJIO U TaHeu-
Ky. OHa cTajsa HaupsoKeHHee. SICHbIe U CIIOKOM-
HbIe IJIa3a ee 0>KUBUJINUCD.

[ToMmop11eB IIOIHSAI TOJIOBY U B3IJIIHYJI Ha Jie-
BYILIKy. Ee cudAromasa KpacoTa CJI0BHO OCJIEIINIa
ero. OH OTBepPHYJICA, CTapasiCh IIePeCUIUTEL OBJIa-
JleBIllee UM BOJIHEHUE.

— Tak BRI He IToOHHUMaeTe, TaThbdHA AJIEKCEEB-
Ha? A Belb, KakeTcCd, IIOHATHL TaK JIeTKO! —
BAPYT 3arOBOPWJI OH M CTaJl KaK-TO OCOOEHHO
BHUMaTeJbHO CMOTpeThb cebe mojx HoOTHU. I'oJsioc
ero CJIerKa JposKaJsl.



— Yero He IOHUMAI0?

— UTo 1 6e3yMHO Bac Jir00J1r0! — MeJ[JIEHHO, C
TPYZOM BBITOBapuBas CJI0Ba, IIpousHec IToMop-
11eB, He IIOfHMMasI TOJIOBEI.

[Ipomrio HeCKOJBKO MIHOBEHHH, II0Ka3aB-
IINUXCSA MOJIOZOMY JIOIIeHTY 6€CKOHEeUHBIMHU.

1 HakoHell, TOYHO MIO/ipasHUBasi ero, TaHeu-
Ka CKasaJa:

— Brl CIMINKOM BIleYaT/JIUTeNIbHEI, IleTp
AJleKcaHAPOBUY, U JIIOOHUTE CTpallHble CI0Ba. A
s1 UM He Beplo.

[loMopIeB IIOLHAJI TOJIOBY U, HeL0yMeBas,
cMoTpes1 Ha ntpoduib TaHeuku. Kasasioch, OH He
IIOHMMAaJI CMBICJIA ee CJIOB.

A oOHa, TIIOHUKHYB TIOJIOBKOM, IIpojoJpKasa
CIIOKOMHO-UPOHUYECKUM TOHOM:

— BBl HEMHO’KKO YBJIEKJIMCH MHOIO... 9TO 4
3HAI U 3TOMY Beplo... A BaM KakeTcs, OyATO YK
BBl 6€3YMHO JIFOOUTE... ITO MUpPaXk WUIH, KaK BbI
BbIpakaeTechb, adpdekT, BO3BeJeHHHLINI B KYO...
Jlydiile oCTaHEMTeCh IIO-IIpeKHEMY IOOPBIMU
IIPUATEJISIMH.

— K uemy B®I Tak ropopure? K uemy? — BOC-
KJIMKHYJI, TOYHO y>KaJIeHHBIN, BeCh 3akuIiad, [1o-
MoOpIleB. — 3ayeM BBl pPHCyeTeCch HAIIYCKHBLIM



CKeIITUIIM3MoM? Brl, B I1BaAIIaTh /IBa Ir'ofia, He Be-
puTe B JIt000BL U Ha3bIiBaeTe ee apPpeKToM? Bhl
IIPOCTO H3JeBaeTech Hajo0 MHOU. Kak BamM He
CTBITHO, TaThbdHA AJleKceeBHa!

ITomop1ieB BAPYr OCTaHOBMJICS, B3I TaHeu-
KHHY PYKY H, HIpHUAep>KHUBas ee, IIPOJOJDKaJl
CTPaCTHBIM IIIeII0TOM, IIOPBIBUCTO U TOPOILIUBO
Opocas cJjI0Ba, CJIOBHO 00SICh, YTO He yCIIeeT CKa-
3aThb BCEro, 4yeM OBLJIO IIepeIloJIHEHO ero CepAlie:

— Ciymiaiite, MUIas [eBYIIKa... ITO He YBJIe-
yeHUe, He adpPeKT... SI He HOINIA... I TPOBePsT
ce0s1, U y MeHS He JIETKOMBICJIEHHBIN XapakKTep...
51 r06J1r0 Bac BTOPOH rof... 3a uro? Ilouemy? A
He 3Hal0, HO YyBCTBYIO, YTO JIFO6JII0, UTO 6e3 Bac
JKU3Hb TepsieT CBOI IIpeJecTb, U JPYIUX >KeH-
IIIWH JUII MeHsd He CyllleCcTByeT... BBl, 0flHa BBHI,
Bcerza u Besze... O Bac Bce AyMBL... JIF06JI0 Bac,
KakKas BBl eCThb... 1 Ball XapakTep, ¥ Ballle [bs-
BOJIBCKOE CIIOKOMCTBUe, U BAalllM IJIa3a, U BalllA
KPOIIIKYA PYKH, W Ball roJoc... JIF6Iw U 3a To,
4TO BBl My4YaeTe MeHs, BEUHO OCTaBJIISA B COMHe-
HUHU... JIT06JII0 Bac BCIO, BCIO JIFOOJII0 C MaKyIIKU
0 IIITOK U He Bepr BalleMy 6e30TpajHOMY
CKeIITUIIU3MY, BalllUM B3IJIIlaM Ha KU3Hb... I1o-
HUMaerTe JId, He Beplo... BBl KileBelleTe Ha cebd...



Bel fo6pas, uynHas, U 1 He MOIYy BacC He JIIO-
OUTBH!.. — TOBOPMJI OH, U CJIe3bl CTOSIU Y HEro B
rjasax.

HeT Tako# >KeHIIWHEBI, KOTOPas He CiIyLlIasa
OBl C pPaZilOCTHBIM YYBCTBOM Y/ OBJIETBOPEHHOIO
CaMoJIr06Hs JIF000BHOIO IIPU3HAHUA Jla’ke OT Ye-
JIOBEKa, K KOTOPOMY PaBHOZIYIIIHA, €CJIH TOJBKO
OH He O4YeHbH CTap, He O4YeHb Oe3ob6paseH U He
CJIMIIIKOM IJIYIL.

W TaHeuka, BCA TOP>KECTBYIOIAA ¥ TPOHYTad,
C YZOBOJILCTBHEM BHHMaJa 3TOM HUCKpPeHHeN U
ropsiuei mecHe Jir06BU. Kaxxzgoe cioBo I[ToMopite-
Ba JIaCKaJIo ee, IIPOOUpasACh K CepAlly ¥ BOJIHYS
MOJIOZLYX0 KpoBb. I'yla3da ee GuecTesnu. OHa BCA
IPUTHUXJIA, CJIOBHO OYapOBaHHAas.

— Tenepr BBl BepuTe? BepuTe, 4TO g Bac
6e3yMHO JIr06/110? — JoIipaiuBasl IloMopriies, 3a-
riaaabiBag TaHeuyke B Iv1a3a.

— Bepro! — mpopoHmia TaHeuka U IIOXKajia
IToMoOpI1IEBY PYKY.

— A BBI? BbI r06uTe i MeHd? XOTUTE JIU
OBITH MOEU >KeHOM?

TaHeuka THXO BBICBOOOJMJIA CBOX0 PYKY U3
ropsguei pyku IlomopiieBa u ckasaJa:

— S oueHBb pacmoJio)keHa K BaM... Bl MHe



HpaBHUTeECH, IleTp AseKCaHIPOBUY, HO I OTKA3EI-
BalOCh OT YeCTH OBITH Balllel JKeHOM.

[Tomop1ieB 6€3Ha/[e’KHO OIIyCTUJI F'OJIOBY.

— PemuTes1bHO? — IJIyXO0 IIPOMOJIBUII OH.

— PemrnresIbHO! — TBepAo OTBeTHJAa TaHed-
Ka.

OHU II0BepHYJIM Hasa[ K IOMY.

— BBl He cepauTech Ha MeHd, IleTp AylekcaH-
IpOBUY, — 3aroBopuia TaHeuka uepe3 MHUHYTY,
yBHaB youToe im0 [lomopiiesa.

— 3a 4TO CepAUTHCS? — YIPIOMO BCTaBHUJI OH.

— Hazo 65ITH 61aropasyMHBIM...

— Eirte 651!

— IlomymariTe: y MeHsI HHU4Yero HeT M y Bac
HUYero HeT.

MoJIof0M YesioBeK C W3yMJIEHHEM B3IJVITHYJI
Ha TaHeuyKy U, BeCh BCIIBIXMBAasi, IPOTOBOPIIIL:

— Kak Huyero?.. V MeHda ypokU... CKOJIBKO
yroZgHO 6yZieT YPOKOB, U HaKOHeLl, He BeYHO JKe 5
OyZy LOLIEHTOM...

— MeHd He yIOBJIeTBOPUT 3Ta CEpPeHbKad, II0-
JybemHas >KU3Hb, 3TU BeyHble 3a00TBHI O 3aB-
TpamHeM [He... /[0BOJIBHO UX... I X0Uy CIIOKOM-
HOM, obecIieueHHOM >KU3HHU... S 1100110 6J1ecK U
POCKOIIE... BOT Kakasd ...



— BEI oIIITEL JDKeTe Ha cebst, TaTbsaHa AJieKce-
eBHa.

— Kaxk BuguTe, He Jry! S BBIHIY 3aMY>K TOJIb-
KO 3a 6oraToro desoBexa!

— Jla>xe He 1005 ero?

— JI;060Bb IIOHATHE OTHOCHUTEJILHOE... S He
TaKas HjeaIMCTKa, KaK I1ana U Bbl! — IIpUbGaBU-
Jia TaHeuka. — JIT060Bb IIPOXOJUT, a KU3Hb BCI
BIIepeau...

— /Jla IIoHMMaeTe JIM BBI, YTO IOBOPHUTE! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI IToMoOpIieB, 3aAbIXasiCb. — Bl cOOU-
paetech IIpoJaTh cebs?

— O1aTh CcTpalrHele cj0Ba?! — yCMexXHYJIach
Taneuka. — I He cobUparoCh IIpofaBaTh cebs, g
IIpOCTO 61aropasyMHO BBIMY 3aMyX.

IToMmop1ieB Bce eltle He Bepuil. OH AyMaJl, UTO
«IIpeJIecTHOe CYIeCTBO» HapOYHO JDKET, YTOOBI
IIOCKOpee H3JIEYUTH ero OT JO6BU. OH IIpU-
CTAJILHO IIOCMOTpEJI B €e XOPOIlleHbKOe JIMYUKO.
Hu mpusHaka BOJIHeHHd. HU 4UepTOUYKH CTHIJA.
OHO OBLIO SICHO, CIIOKOMHO U yBepeHHO. Kasa-
Joch, TaHeuKa fa’ke He IIOHKMMaJIa, YTO TOBOPUT
6e3HpaBCTBEHHbIE BeIl[H.

IToMmopIieB y>XKacHYJICI OT 3TOIO0 OTKPBITHUSL
Tocka u 3/106a oBaafes s M. OH HeHaBHU/IeI U B



TO ’Ke BpeMs CTPAIHO JHOWII 3Ty XOPOIIIeHbKYI0
6JIOHAWHKY, TaK >KeCTOKO PaspyILIUBIIYIO €r0 KJI-
JIFO3HUIO.

Korza oHH IIOAXOAMIN K LOMY, TaHeUKa M-
KO IIPOMOJIBUJIA:

— Haperocs, IleTp AslekcaHIPOBUY, MBI OCTa-
HeMCcd Ipy3baMU? Bel He IlepecTaHeTe XOTh US3-
perka HaBellaThb Hac?

— S Ha JHAIX yes3’Karo.

— Vesxaere?.. — yauBUiIach TaHeuKa.

— /la, K CBOMM CTapHUKaM, Ha IOT.

Crapsblii IIpodeccop KAal MOJIOABIX JI0/Ied Ha
Teppace ¥ BCTPETUJI UX BeCeJbId U PagoCTHBIN.
ToTuac xe cesu ob6emaThb. I TOJIBKO 3a CTOJIOM
CTapUK 3aMeTHJI, YTO er0 MOJIOJOM [pyr ObLI
MpayeH, XO0Td M CTapajcd CKPBITH 3TO, C Ka-
KHUM-TO HeHaTypaJIbHLIM YBJIEUEeHHEeM PacCKashl-
Basg Ipodeccopy 0 HOBBIX paboTax KaKoro-ToO Ma-
TeMaTUKa... BOIMMHUH B3IJIIHYJI Ha TaHeuKy. Ta,
110 OOBIKHOBEHUIO, CIIOKOMHO ¥ IIPUBETJINUBO KC-
II0JIHSIa 006513aHHOCTHU XO3SIUKU. ..

Bckope mocsie o6ena IToMopriieB cobpaJics yes-
7KaThb.

— Kyna BeI? — ynuBuiicg BoluHUH.

— Hy>xHo, Anekceit Cepremnu!



— Hy’xHO, Tak He CTaHy yAep>KHUBATh!

IToMopIieB yIPrOMO IIPOCTHUJICA ¢ TaHEYKOM U
cTaJs OBLIO IIpOILIAThCA C IIPodeccopoM, HO CTa-
PHK CKasaJi, UYTO IIPOBOJUT €Ir0 [0 JOPOTH.

Korla oHM BBIILIH 34 KaJHUTKY Caja U OTO-
IIUIH OT Jla4H, CTapbI¥ IIpodeccop CIIPOCHI:

— T'oBopwIH C HEM?

— TI'oBopHII.

— W 4yTo xe?

— OTkasaJia!

— OTkasaja? — C TOpA4YUM ydacTveM Iiepe-
CIIpocuI podeccop. — AX Kak >Kajb, TOIYOUUK
MO, KaK MHe KaJb... A 4 JIeJIesI 3Ty MBICIIb...
Aymai: 6ymeM BCe BMeCTe JKUTb... Ho IlouemMy
OHa OTKasaJa?

— Ilouemy?.. IlycTth TaThbsiHA AJleKCeeBHA BaM
caMa JIydile OOBICHUT IIoueMy! — C cepzleM
BOCKJIMKHYJI [ToMopIieB.

U, BAPYT CIIOXBATHUBIIUCHE U >KaJjlesd CTapHKa,
IpubaBUIIL:

— BripouewMm, Her... Jlydllle He CIIpalllMBauTe
ee, Aynekceir Cepreud... IIpaBo, Jydille He CIIpa-
muBauTe... K yeMy BosiHOBaTh TaThsaHY AJjeKce-
eBHY paccripocaMu?.. FI3BeCTHO, 0TUYero OGaphlIlll-
HU 0TKas3bIBalOT HallleMy 6paty. He siro6uT!



— A MHe KasaJoch, YTO TaHeuKa OUeHL pac-
II0JIO’KEeHA K BaM...

— PacmosiokeHHe He JII060Bb... 1 MHe Kasa-
Jock... Hy mpomraite, goporoi Asekceir Cepre-
ud... Crracub6o BaM 3a Ballly IIPUBSI3aHHOCTG...
Mecsd1ia 7Ba MBI HE YBUHUMCH.

— I9TO YTO 3HAYUT?

— 3aBTpa efy K CBOUM CTapHKaM.

Crapsblii IIpodeccop ropsido I10Kal PyKy CBOe-
T'0 MOJIOJIOTO IPyTa U CKa3aJI:

— A BBI, TOJIyOUMK, BCe-TaKU He yHBIBAMTe...
Eme, 6BITH MOJKeT, He BCe II0TepsHO... OHa Iiepe-
IyMaeT.

— Hert, Bce! — 6e3Hazie’kKHO OTBeTHJI IloMOp-
IIeB.

« paa Tebd OHa IIOTepsHa, OeQHBIM, CJIaB-
HBIN CTapHK!» — 1ogyMasl IloMopIieB U IIOIIeI,
He OIJIAABIBAsACH, II0 TOM caMOU Zopore, II0 KOTO-
poii OH ellle HeITaBHO XOJWUJI PaJOCTHEIN U TIOJI-
HBIN HaJeX]I.



IV

CTapLIfI npodeccop Bce >KAaj, yro TaHeuka
CKa’keT eMy 0 IpejioKeHUU IloMmopIlieBa U
00BSICHUT IIPUYHUHY O0TKa3a. EMy KasaJyoCh, 4TO
OHa 6bl/Ia HepaBHOAYIIIHA K MOJIOJOMY UeJIOBEKY
U IIofjaBajia eMy Hajmekapl. Ha 0CHOBaHUU 3TUX
3aK/IIOUEeHUM OH U JleJiesy MBICJIb 0 Opake Ta-
HeukH c [TomopreBslM, cuuTad I[loMopIieBa Ipe-
JIECTHBIM YeJIOBEKOM.

Ho TaHeuka, II0 OOBIKHOBEHUK) IIPUBETJIU-
Basd, JIaCKOBAasg ¥ BHUMAaTeJIbHasd C 0TI[OM, MOJIYa-
Jia, BUAUMO u3beras o0bsicHeHUs. Korja Ipuxo-
IUJIOCHL YIIOMUHATH uMs IloMopIiieBa, OHa I'OBO-
pHa COUYYBCTBEHHO, OCTaBasiCh COBEPIIEHHO
CIIOKOMHOMU. KpaiiHe [eJMKaTHBI B TaKUX [ie-
JIaX, CTapUK He TOJILKO He crpainuBajl TaHeuky,
HO JIa’Ke He II03BOJISJI cebe HaMeKa U JieJiajl BHI,
YTO CUMTaeT BHe3allHBIN 0THe3] IloMopiieBa ca-
MBIM eCTeCTBEHHEBIM /IeJI0M.

TeM He MeHee MosiyaHUe TaHeUyKU CIlepBa
O4YeHb 00UzesIo cTapyuka. EMy 66110 60/IbHO, UTO
TaHeuka TauTcad OT Hero. Moryia >Xe OHa OT-
KpPBITHCA €My, CBOEMY BEPHOMY IIeCTYHY U IpY-
ry? 3HaeT ’Ke OHa, KaK Topg4y0 U GecrpeieIbHO



JIIOOUT OH CBOI0 TaHEUKy, ¥ yBepeHa, UTO HUKO-
I7la OH He CTaHeT HaCWUJIOBaTh BbIOOPA ee cepALia.
boyke coxpaHu!

Ho sro6gmuii cTapyk, BCerjfa Kak-TO YMEB-
LU OIIpaBAbIBATH CBOI JIIOOMMUILY, U Tellepb
cTapajici OOBSICHUTH ee MoOJYaHUe >KeHCKOH
CKPOMHOCTBI0 W BO0OOIIE Ccep>KaHHBIM, MaJo
9KCIIaHCUBHBIM XapaKTepoM TaHeuKu.

«3JTO ee MHTUMHOeE [1eJI0, 0 KOTOPOM e, Bepo-
SITHO, HEJIOBKO TOBOPHUTH U C OTIIOM. bor uX 3Ha-
eT, 9TUX >KeHIIMH. OHU COBCeM OCOOEHHBIE CY-
mecTBal» — JAyMasa CTapbeli Ipodeccop, OYeHb
MaJIO0 3HABIIUU JKeHIIIWH, KpOMe OJHOM, CBOEH
IIOKOMHOM >KeHBI, U, KaK JJ0OPOCOBECTHBIN YeJI0-
BeK, He 0000II[aBIINUI 110 OAHOMY GaKTy CBOUX
IIOHATHHU 0 KeHIITMHAaX.

OOGBACHUTH Ccebe KaK-HUOyAb MHayve MOJI4a-
HUe TaHeukHu OH He yMeJ. He Mor >ke OH, B ca-
MOM [iesie, IIOAyMaTh, 4TO TaHeuKa, ero HeHa-
riaanHasg TaHeuka, KOTOPYIO OH OJIMH I1eCTOBAJ U
JlejiesijI C IeCATUJIETHEr0 BO3pacTa, He MMeeT [0-
Bepud K oTIy? OH He 3acay’>XuI 3Toro. TaHeuka,
Ka’KeTcs, 3HaeT, UTO AyIlla ero OTKpPhITA [JII Hee.
OH Bcerza, ObIBAJIO, IEJIUJICI C HEl0 BIleyaTIeHU-
sIMH, BBICKa3bIBaJj Ilepef Heil CBOI Bepy B JIO-



Ilei, CBOU 3ajyllleBHble MHEHUS, [I0BEPSJI CBOU
HeIIPUATHOCTH, UCKaJI ee COUYYBCTBUI U 0/106pe-
HUA U TaXKe IIyCKaJIcd Iepef Hel B dpUrocodpckue
oTBJIeueHUs. CTapuK JIIOOUI UX U OBLI YBEpeH,
uyT0 U TaHeuKe [OJDKHO HPaBUTHCS BCE BO3BLI-
IIIEHHOe, XOPOoIllee 1 YeCTHOe.

He xejylag oropuaTh 0TIla, TaHeuka BHHUMa-
TeJIbHO MHOT/A BBICIYIIINBaja CTapyuKa U He BCe-
rga noHuMmasia ero. OHa He OXOTHHUIA ObLIa [0
OTBJIEYEeHUMN U [0 Cepbe3HBIX Gecef. OKpy’KaB-
11asg ee C JeTCTBa aTMocdepa, CIIOPhl U PasroBO-
PBI MaJIo BiIUSIU HAa TaHeuyKy, U OHa He I10JIH00U-
Jla HU Cepbe3HbIX 3aHATUU, HU CEPbe3HOI0 YTe-
HUd. J)KU3HB CO BCeMHU ee IIpeJIecTsIMHU 6oJiee 3a-
HuMasia ee. OHa OKOHYMJIA KYpC B TUMHAasUU U
Iajbllie He 1oiia. OTel, 3aB3IThIA UIeajl|CT, B
CBOe BpeMsd IIOCTPa/aBIINI 3a CBOU 006pa3 MBIC-
JIeH, CYUTaJI I0Yb YMHUIIEN U BOOOIIle 06pasrom
COBepIIIEHCTBa U, pa3 COCTaBUBIIU cebe Takoe
MHeHUe C JaBHUX II0p, IPOA0J/DKaJI CMOTPETh Ha
CBOI0 «JIeBOUKY» IJla3aMH O4YapOBAHHOIO OTIIA.
OH CcTpacTHO JIIOOUJI ee, HUKOIZIa He aHaJIU3U-
pyd, U He 3aMeyaJl, YTO TO, YTO BOJIHYET ero Ca-
MOTI'0, OCTaBJIgeT ee PaBHOAYIIHOM U 06e3ydact-
HOMI. VBJIeueHHBIN, OH 4aCTO He 3aMeudasl, u4To



TaHeuka II0ZiaBJIgeT 3eBOTY, CIyllasg OTILIOBCKHE
TEOpHH, CTapasiChb CBECTH pasroBOp Ha 6oJiee
HHU3MEHHYI0 II04YBY. JTO OBLJIO KaKOe-TO OCJIell-
JIEHHOe HeIlOHMMaHUe. THOT/|a ero yAUBJIAIO ee
PaBHOAYIIIME K JKI'YUYUM BOIIpOCaM, ee CKeIlTHhYe-
CKOe OTHOIIIEHHe K JIIJIM, HO OH IIPUIIUCHIBAJI
BCe 3TO0 0C0OOOMY CBOMCTBY ee yMma, a CTpacTh ee K
YAOBOJIBCTBUSIM U HapsizaM — MOJIOAOCTHU. [Ipu-
ZleT BpeMs, ¥ BCe 3TO IIPOHeT.

CamM [UTd B IIpaKTHYeCKUX [eJlaX, IIPOCTO-
IYIITHBIA U TOBEPUYUBEIM, HEJapOM IIPO3BaHHBIN
TaHeukoll Jos10BOM apdoi, cTapblil IIpodeccop
TeM 6oJiee YAUBIIAICA U IIPUXOAUJ B BOCTOPT OT
TPe3BOro, IIPaKTUYECKOI0 YMa MOJIO/IOM [IeBYIII-
ku. OHa pezko omrbanaack B JIOIX U JOBOJIBHO
TOHKO yMeJjla OIpeJesaTh OTHOIIeHUs. Habuito-
IaTejgbHas U He 0COO€HHO CJIOBOOXOTJIMBAag, Ta-
HeuKa OTJIMYHO II0Meuasa CIab0oCTHU U CMell-
Hble CTOPOHBI JIIOZEX U, KOrZa OTell, OBIBaJIO,
IIPUHUMAJICI KOTO-HUOY/Ib XBaJIUTh, OHA IIOJ-
yepKHBajga HefoCTaTKU. OTell rops4o CIIOPHIL
/loub HUKOIZA He CIIOpHUJIa, — OHA TOJIBKO KOH-
CTaTUpOBaJsia, Kak OHa BhIpa’kajach, CJIerKa II0]-
TPYHHUBas HaJ yBjeueHUeM OTIla. ITO OBLIU JHa-
MeTpaJIbHO IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHEIE HATYPHL.



Bech 10M OBLI Yy Hee Ha pykKax. TaHeuka pac-
opsbKaslach BCeM, Besla XO3IUCTBO B 00pasIfo-
BOM IIOpglKe, caMa 3akKasblBajla ILIaTbe OTILY,
OoIlJ/IauKBaJia CUeThl ero CalloKHUKA U BblaBaJjia
podeccopy KapMaHHbIe TeHbIU. [Ipekze, ObIBa-
JIO, eMy He XBaTajI0 >KaJIOBaHbS, — OH KaK-TO
YXUTPSICA Pa3fiaBaTh JeHbIU; HO C TeX II0p KaK
TaHeuka, 110 OKOHUaHUU Kypca, B3sija Opasibl
IIpaBJIeHUs B CBOU yMeJIble PYYKH, BCe IIOIILIO
mnHauve. IM xBaTajsio Ha BCe, U TaHeyka BcCerga
XOpolIo ofeBasachk. OHa IIOCTEIIEHHO OTy4uia
CTapHKa OT pasfauu JieHer.

— Hesb3s ke 1mmoMoraTb BCeM OeIHBIM CTY-
IleHTaM, KOoIjla caMUM eflBa XBaTaeT. MbI COBCeM
He 6oraThl, ITarroukal

Taxk rosopmia TaHeuKa, JIACKOBO YJIBIOASACH
CBOMMHM SCHBIMH IJla3aMH, U OTeIl HeBOJILHO
IIOIYUHSIICA ee HEOTPasUMBIM JI0BOIAM.

OHa I10JIb30BaJIach IIOJITHOM CaMOCTOSITE/ILHO-
CThI0O U MMeJIa CBOHMX 3HAKOMBIX. 3HAKOMBIE OT-
I1a He Y 0BJIETBOPSUIU ee. ITU cTapble IIPodecco-
pa U yBJIEKawIlHecs CTYJeHThl el OBbLIM CKYY-
HBI, KaK U uX 6ecefibl. Ee TIHYJIO K IPYTUM JIIO-
IM, U IoMa el He cupesochk. Korga mpodeccop
OBIBaJI Ha JIEKITUSX, OHA OBIBajsia B TOCTSIX HJIH



6erajia 10 MarasrHaM, BO3Bpalljasich K 06exy J10-
MOM, 4T00 0TIy He ObLJIO CKYYHO 00eIaTh OHO-
My. Pa3 B Hefles10 OHU BMeCTe C OTI[OM XOJWJIN B
onepy. OcrayibHble Bedyepa TaHeuKa ObIBajia WU
B TeaTpe, WIH Yy CBOUX 3HAKOMBIX. CaM OTel] BCe-
I7ia IIpejJaraj ey pasBieybCs.

«OHa Mosozma! — mymMmasn crapuk. — Co MHOKO
BIBOeM KOpPOTaTh Beuepa el CKy4HO!»

Ho, ciiydasioch, OH cOKaJjlesl, 4YTO eMy IIPUXO-
OUTCA 110 BeyepaM OJHOMY HacCJaaKAaTbCs UTe-
HHeM MHOTHUX IIpeKpacHBIX Bellled U yTo TaHeu-
KU HeT TyT nopsie. OKUBJIeHHAas: U HapsHasd, Ta-
HeyKa BO3Bpalljajach U3 TOCTeH, Iiesi0Bajia 0THa
U, IIpUCa’KUBAsACh, IlepefiaBajia CBOM BIledaTJle-
HUs, U CTapUK 3abbIBajl BCe, CJIyIIas OCTPOYM-
HYI0, CIIOKOMHO HaCMeLUIMBYI OOJTOBHIO Ta-
HeYKU O pasHBIX JIUIAX, U BeCeJ0 CMesICs, C
BOCTOPIrOM JItOOYSICh CBOEM YMHOM «J€BOUKOM».
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eT0 KOHUMIOCh. CTOdJ KOHeI[ aBIYCTa,

HEHAaCTHBIA U [O’KIJIMBBIM. BOIIMHUHEI CO-
OupasInich IepeeskaTh B TOPO/I.

CTapHK cHJes KaK-TO BeyepoM B KabUHeTe 3a
KHurou. TaHeuku He 661710 1oMa. OHa IIoce 00e-
[la yIIIa B TOCTH K OOHUM Ja4yHUKAM, C KOTOPHI-
MU II03HAKOMMJIACH JIeTOM. He HpaBHMIUCEH IIPO-
¢deccopy 3TH HOBBIe 3HaKOMble — ICKepCKue, Co-
BCeM He UX Kpyra, COBCeM APYIUX B3IJIAA0B U
IIpUBBIYEK, IIpa3/Hble, GoraThle JIIOLU, KUBIIIHE
B HeJlaJIeKOM COCeJ/ICTBe, B COOCTBEHHOM POCKOIII-
HOU [ade-oco6HsAKe. OCOGEHHO He HpaBUJICA
Anexcero CepreeBuuy 6paT HCKepCKOTro, I'OCIIO-
IVH JIET 3a COPOK, IIOMATHIN, CTaperoIui ¢paHT,
U3peKaBIIUN C HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIM allJIOMO0M
pasHble IIOILJIOCTH B COBpeMeHHOM BKyce. OH,
BUIUMO, IIETOJISIJI U CBOUMHU B3IJISITAMHU, U CBOU-
MU U3BICKAHHBIMU MaHepaMH, U CBOUM (aToB-
CTBOM H IIPOM3BeJI Ha CTaporo mpogeccopa OT-
BpaTUTeJILHOE BIleUaTJIeHHe.

BomuHuH oTAas McKepCKUM BUSUT U 00JIb-
Ile He 6BIBaJI y HUX, HO TaHeuKa B IIOC/IefHee
BpeMs 4acTo HaBelllaja MCKepcKUx; IyJjsaaa C



HUMH, KaTajaChb B UX 3KUIIaKe, ObIBajsIa BMeCTe
Ha My3bIKe B OpaHueHbayMe.

CTapHKy 3TO Ka3aJoCh CTPaHHBLIM, HO OH, II0
OOBIKHOBEHUI0, HUUero TaHeuke He TOBOPHIIL.

OH B3IVIgHYJI Ha Yackl. CKOPO BOCEME YaCOB.

— BepHo, TaHeuKa K yar BepHeTCS! — IIporo-
BOPMJI CTapbIU IIpodeccop.

U [eliCTBUTEJIbHO, yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT
BHU3Y paspasica rosoc TaHeuykH, U BCJIe[ 3a TeEM
Ha JIECTHHUIIE II0C/IBIIIAINCE ee IIary.

OHa Bolwula B KabuHeT. CTapUK OTJIOXKHJI
KHUTY U PafloCTHO B3IJIIHYJI Ha 10Yb.

— INamouka! $ 1mpunwia Tebe COOOIIUTH
OYeHb Ba)KHYI0 Belllb! — IIPpOrOBOpHJa OHA
HeOOBIKHOBEHHO Cepbe3HBIM TOHOM.

—UYro Takoe, Mog popHag?. Kakasg Takas
Ba’KHad BeIllb?

— Ceityuac Hukosait Hukosamy Hckepckuit
c/iestal MHe IIpe/iyIo’KeHHe.

— W TBI, KOHEYHO, O0TKasaJjla 3TOMY YTy TO-
POX0OBOMY, MO [OeBOUYKa? — CMeSACh, OTBETII
CTapHK.

— Hert, mama. I mOpuHAJIa ero IIpeaso’Ke-
HUe! — UyTh CJBIIIHO, HO TBEPJO IIPOM3Hec/a
TaHeuyka.



Crapuk, Kasajaoch, He paccibiiaa. OH BO Bce
rjasa cMoTpes Ha TaHeuKy. JIMIT0 ero BeIpakajio
HCIIYT U U3yMJIEHUeE.

— Yro THI cKasaJja, TaHeuka? — I1epecIIpoCUI
OH.

— 4 ckasasia, 4TO IIPUHAIA IIpeJIosKeHHe.

— Tebe moHpaBmICcsa CKepPCKUH... ITOT...

OH He tockasas Gpassl.

— Heyrkesn 3TO mIpaBfa, TaHeuka? Heyxean
THI IIpearoysia ero [lerpy AjleKcaHApPOBUYY?

— V [loMopIiieBa HUUYEro HeT. YeM ObI MBI YKHU-
au?

Crapuk ciyias, IIOpa’keHHBIN U II0[aBJIeH-
HbI. Cl10Ba ee TOYHO MOJIOTOM YZApsiId ero IIo
roJIOBe U pasphiBaiu 6e/lHOe J00sIee cepalie.

— A 3TOT... TocnofyH HCcKepCcKUil o4eHb 60-
rat? — IJIyX0, C BUAUMBIM CTpajaHueM, IIPOUS-
Hec cTapuk. — ThI, clejoBaTeJIbHO, COOHpaelllb-
Cs1 BBIMTH 3aMY’K II0 pacueTy. Beib He MoIJIa ke
THI IIOJIFOOUTH TaKOIO 4YesioBeKa... WIu I101106uU-
Jla? — SJOBUTO IIPUOaBHUJI OH.

— 41 ero He 1100110, HO... HO OH He Xy»Ke [Ipy-
rux. OH BOBCe He TaKOU IYPHOU YeJsIOBeK, KaK Thl
IyMaelllb, I1ara... He BceM ’Ke MMeTh OIUHAKO-
BbI€ B3IJISABI C TOOOM.



Crapuk Bce HIJKe M HIJKe OIIYCKaJsI CBOIO Ce-
Iyl JIbBUHYIO TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO IIOJ GpeMeHeM
mmosopa.

— Taneuka, TaHeuka! — BAPYr BOCKJIHMKHYJI
OH, ¥ B CTApUYeCKOM ero roJioce CTOSIM PBIJa-
HUs, — BeJb ThI IIOIIyTHUJIA, MOS TosybkKa... /la?
Benp THI LIYTUING, He IIpaBjaa Ju?.. Beab THI He
cleJiaelllsb TaKOM rafocTy... Thl Beb He TaKasi UC-
IIOp4YeHHas1, MOs IeBOYKa...

TaHeuKa XpaHHUJIa MOJTYaHHUe.

OTer; B3IVIAHYJI Ha ee KpacuBoe JIMYUKO,
B3IJIIHYJI B ee gCHBIe C/IUIIKOM SICHBIe Ijla3a U
BAPYI BCIIOMHHJI CBOI0 IIOKOMHYIO KpacaBHILy
JKeHy.

«Takag >xe! Takad >xe!» — IIPOHECTIOCH Y HETO
B T0JIOBE U CJIOBHO 03apHJI0 €e HeOXKUZAaHHBIM
OTKpBITHEM. ['HeTymjasg CKOpO6b OXBaTWJIA €ro
Bcero. Ckop6b U Iipe3peHHe. EMy BApPYyr II0Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO IIepeJl HUM He ero Jirobumasi, B3JeJle-
sSIHHas eBOYKa, He ero cjJaBHasg, yecTHas TaHeu-
Ka, a KakKasg-To gpyras, dysKasd, 3/1as JeBYIIKa, KO-
TOpas IIpUIlJIa OCKOPOUTH ero caMmble JIy4IllKe
BepOBaHUS, OCKBEpPHUTL CaMyH UYHCTYIO JIIO-
OOBb.

" 0oH coBCEM OIIYCTHJI CBOIO I'0JIOBY. EMy OBI-



JIO CTBIZHO U O0JIbHO B3TJISHYTH Ha 0Yb.

HecKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUM IIapHJIO MOJIYaHHUE.
CTapyk TOYHO OKaMeHeJI B CBOeM KpecJIe.

— Tak 4TO »Ke, IIaria, Thl CoOIrJIaceH? MosKeT
Hukosaii HukojlaeBUU IIPOCUTL TBOErO COIJIa-
cus? — crapocusia TaHeuka.

— JleslaiiTe Kak 3HaeTe! — IIpOIIIenTasI OH.

TaHeuka ynwuia. CTapHK ellje JOJIIO CHUeJ B
KpecJie, HEIIOABIDKHEIM, IIepe’XrBasi CBOe Tope.
CTakaH ¢ yaeM CTOsJI HEeTPOHYTBIN Ha ero CTOJIe.
V3K cTasio cBeTaTh, a CTapUK BCe CHUZeJI, CTapasich
IIOHATH, KaK 3T0 TaHeyka MOIJIa TaKOK BBIPAaCTH
Yy Hero Ha rjasax. He oH i caM BHHOBAT B 3TOM?
Wi 9T0 3SHaMeHHe BpeMeHH?

ITo BpeMeHaM OH IIPHUCIYIIHBAJICA K IIOPOXY,
CJIOBHO >XIaJI: He IIpuUzieT U TaHeyka, U He CKa-
JKeT JIA OHa, UTO IIOIIYTHUIa, UYTO X0Tesa TOJIBKO
ucnelTaThk oTIA. Ho TaHeuka He IIPUXOAMIIA.
Crapyk 4YyBCTBOBaJl, UTO OTHBIHE OH COBCEM
OJJMHOK, Y CKOPOHBIE CJIe3bl He3aMeTHO TeKJIU U3
r;1as npodeccopa.
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