AuTtponos P. JL

HCEHCKHE JIMKH — CHAMBOJIBI BEKOB




PomaH AHTPOMOB «["epLIOrHSA U «KOHIOX», cepus «)KeHCKmne KN — CUMBOSbI
BeKOB» //Mup kHuru, Jlntepatypa, Mocksa, 2011

ISBN: 978-5-486-03984-3

FB2: “Busya 7, 29.01.2018, version 1.0

UUID: 3839ebcd-f704-11e7-a5¢c8-0cc47a19522

PDF: fb2pdf-j.20180924, 29.02.2024

PomaH Jlykny AHTponos

Fepu,orvmsl n «kKOHHX>»
(XKeHckune nmku — CMMBOJIbI BEKOB)

PoMman JIykud AHTPOIIOB (1876-1913) — pycCKuUii IIPO3aUK,
beIbeTOHUCT U ApaMaTypr. B ero jMrepaTypHOM Hacile-
OUU — TIbechl, $elbeTOHLl, POMAaHbI, II0BECTH, PacCKasbl.
IlepBas npeca «['ycIM 3BOHYATHI» C YCIIEXOM IIJIA B IIPO-
BUHITHAJBLHEIX TeaTpaX. B 1903 1. B IleTepbypre 6blia II0-
craBjeHa nbeca «[Iup Basracapa», B 1912 1. B MOCKOB-
ckoM TeaTpe Kopia — agpama «/[bIBOJIbCKast KOJIECHULIA.
B mepwuog ¢ 1903 o 1908 r. AHTPOIIOB IIO[ IICEBAOHHUMOM
P. JoOpbIl HUITIET CepPUI0 OJIECTSITMX PacCKa3oB IIPO Ha-
JaJbHUKa I1eTepOyprCKOM CBICKHOM Imojunuu MBaHa
JAMmutpueBuYa IlyTHINHA.

PoMmaH «I'epIIOTHHA U ,,KOHIOX”», IIYOJIUKYeMbIH B TaHHOM
TOMe, II0BECTBYEeT O CBOEOOPAasHOM U OUeHb TParudyHOU
CyZbbe OJHOM K3 PYCCKUX UMIlepaTpHUL] — AHHBI M 0aHHOB-
HBL. JInuHas KU3Hb IeploTHHU KypJuIsiHICKOU U ee BOC-
XOXKIeHWe Ha PYCCKUM IIPecTONI — OCHOBHAs CHO’KETHas
JIMHUS poMaHa AHTPOIIOBA.
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PomaH Jlykny AHTponoB
MepuoOrMHA N «KOHIOX»



NMpenpucnosue

B rajepee MCTOPUYECKHUX PYCCKHUX IlAPCTBEH-
HBIX JKeHIIVH, BOJIEI0 KallpU3HOU CYABLOBI U
cllydaeM 3aHUMAaBIIUX B TO BpeMs TPOH, AHHA
VMoaHHOBHA SgBJIAeTCS e[Ba JIA He CaMbIM IJIaB-
HBIM JIUIIOM.

HHTepec IPOMCTEKaeT He M3 II0JIOKHUTEIb-
HBIX WU OTPUIATEJbHBIX CTOPOH AHHBI, II0TO-
My 4TO KakK IIepBble, TaK U BTOpPHIe, II0 IIpaBje
CKa3aTh, 3ayPALHEL, JAJIEKO He SpKH, He II0JIHEL

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 6bL1a, 6eCCIIOPHO, YMHA, HO
YMOM TIpyObIM, HEOTECAaHHBIM, He OTLLIN(OBaH-
HBIM I'PaHbIO IIPOCBeIeHUs. B 9TOM OTHOIIIEeHUHN
JII060M U3 ee IjapeBHYell MOT OBITH Ha IOJIOBY
Bhlllle ee. OHa ObLIa, KaK M OOJIBIIMHCTBO
«BJIACTHBIX» JKEHIIIUH TOTHAIIHEero TEMHOIO PYC-
CKOTO BpeMeHH, KeCTOKa, HO... UTO CTOIT BCe ee
JKeCTOKHe IIYTKH, 3a0aBbl U HaKa3aHUS B CPas-
HEHMH C IIpUIaJiKaMu rHeBa Besukoro Iletpa, ee
LIapCTBEHHOIo Ia1u? AHHa MoaHHOBHa 06J1a/ia-
Jla U HEKOTOPBIMU UMCTO >KEHCKUMH CJ1ab0CTH-
MU, HO YTO OHU — Hapsly C HEYKPOTUMBIMU I1ap-
CTBEHHBIMU IPUXOTAMU EXaTeprHbI Besukoit?

UTo ’Xe B TaKOM CJIy4yae IIpUBJIeKaeT BHUMaA-



HHe HCTOPUKOB W POMAaHUCTOB K 3TOU JIMYHO-
cTu?

ToJBKO OFHO: YAUBUTEJbHasd TPAarvYHOCTh
POKa, KOTOPBIM IIpecyief0Bajl ee BCIO )KU3Hb.

CJIOBHO Kakoe-TO IIPOKJISAITHE HABHUCJIO0 Haf
YaCTHOU >KHU3HbI AHHBI 1I0aHHOBHBI, COCTaBUB
[UIMHHYI0, TIPUXOTJIUBYI0 I1ellb. UTO HU 3BEHO —
TO yzap, yaap u ynap.

KasaJsioch, rpexul OBLJIBIX IIOKOJIEHUU BJIaCTe-
JIMHOB OTPBITHYJIUCh HAa HeU ¢ ¢aTaJbHOU CHU-
JIOM.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa 6bljIa 6€3B0OJIbHA, KaK IIO-
CIeJHSAS U3 «IIOJIbIX pabbIHb»; JOCTaTOYHO CKa-
3aTh, UTO y Hee OBUIO UyTh He IIITHAJLATH JKe-
HHUXOB M HU 3a OJHOIO H3 HHUX OHa He HMeJa
IIpaBa BBIMTU 3aMy’K II0 YyBCTBY U BJIEUEHUIO
COOCTBEHHOTO CEPALa, II0 CBOEU BoJie. ITO ObLIa
’KUBasl KyKJa-UTPyIlIKa B pyKax U Ijaped U 6ec-
YUCJIEHHBIX JBOPIIOBO-IIOJIUTUUECKUX TAPTUH.

BBuay TOro, 4To HAIl pOMaH KacaeTcs IIO-
C/IeJHUX JIeT IpeObIBaHUs, «CUIeHUsI», AHHBI B
MuTtaBe B KaueCTBe TepIloTUHU KypJsgHICKOI,
CKa’KeM HeCKOJILKO CJIOB O ee IIPOIIIOM.

Jloub IIOKOMHOrO Iapg MoaHHa AJlekceeBUYa,
OpaTa W colpaBUTeJId II0 IIpecToJy IleTpa Besu-



Koro, AHHa MoaHHOBHA He IIOMHIJIA CBOEro OT-
I1a, yMepIllero, Korga el 6bLJI0 BCero TPU Iofa.
JleTCTBO XU OTPOYeCTBO OHA IIpOBejia B POLHOM
cesie IsMaityioBe y CBOel MaTepH, Iapuiisl IIpac-
KOBbH, BMeCTe C JByMsI CBOMMH CeCTPaMH, U3 KO-
TOPBIX CaMa OHa ObLiIa CpefiHelo.

Korgma AHHe HCIIOJIHHUJIOCH IIATHAZALATE JIET,
OHa y’>Ke IIBIIITHO pacliBesia ¥ Kasajach BIIOJIHE
chopmupoBaBlIIIeiica AeBYIIKOU. 13 IleTepbypra
IIpHUIllesI BJIACTHBIM IIpHKa3 IrposHoro Iletpa, u
TyZa IIpUOBLIM BCe ero POACTBEHHUKH; II0CIIYIII-
Has BeJIEHUAM CBOEro JeBeps, Iiapuiia IIpacko-
Bbs IIPUOKLIA TY/A C JOUYepPbMU.

IleTp upe3BBIYANHO JIACKOBO BCTPETHJI BIOBY
CBOEro «Ha3BaHOIr'o» 6paTa U CBOUX IVIEMSIHHMUII.

Ilocsie MUPHOM, «THITAUINIEN» KU3HU MOCK-
BBl CTapOro yKJaza, B KOTOPOM BBIPOC/IA IlAPEB-
Ha AHHa lMoaHHOBHA, HEIIPUBBLIYHBLIN OJIeCK U
LIyM I1eTepOyprcKOM IIPHUABOPHOM >KU3HU CO-
BCeM OIIIeJIOMUJIIH ee.

— Maryiuka! Beceso-To TyT Kak!-— rosopuia
AnHa MaTepy, napuiie IIpackoBke.

A Ta ToJILKO 6POBU CYpPOBO CABUTraja.

[Ipomwio fBa rojga TakoW HOBOM, UyIHO-IIpe-
KpacHOM >KU3HH, IIPOJIETeBIeM, KaK BOJIIIEO-



HBIM, CKa30YHBIM COH.

[Tapckasi pOCKOIIb... 6JIeCK... IOUUTAHHUE... II0-
KJIOHEeHHe.

W mepBBIl ymap y)Ke TOTOBHJICA IJI1 AHHBI
HoaHHOBHEL.

ITeTp BeJIMKHI IPUTOTOBUII IVIEMSIHHUILE JKe-
Huxa. Emje B okTg6pe 1709 roma oH B Mapu-
eHBep/iepe CrOBOPHJICI CO CBOMM COIO3HHKOM,
KoposieM IIpyccKuM, 06BeHUYaTh PYCCKYIO Ilapes-
Hy AHHY C IVIEMSITHHHKOM KOPOJId — PPHAPHUXOM
BuibresibMoM, reprioroM KypiigHACKHUM.

Ha atoT 6pax IleTp Bo3siarajl MHOTO HaJleX/:
BO-IIEPBBIX, BCTYIIUTH B POJCTBO (CBOMCTBO) C
IIPYCCKUM KOPOJIEBCKMM JJOMOM, a BO-BTOPHIX,
IIpHUOOpeCTH BJIUSAHHE Ha KYPJSH/CKUe fleJIa.

W y4yacTh HecuaCTHOM AHHEBI OblIa pellleHa.
[NomuTHuecKux 1iesied pagu IleTp IpUHYIUI ee
HITH 3aMy’>K 3a Ppujpuxa Buiabreirma.

JBafllaTHIeTHSIA [leByIlIKa-llapeBHa Oblia
IIpUHeCeHa Ha 3akK/JaHWe.. U KeM Xe? — CoO-
CTBEHHBIM POAHBIM pgdaneii!.. OTClola HauWHAaeT-
Cs Tparuveckas >KM3Hb TOPEMBIYHOM I'epPIIOTHHH,
I03/IHee — UMIIePaTPHUIIEL.

—Martymka! — CKop6HO BBIPBAJIOChH pas y AE-
HbI I0aHHOBHEI. — A eC/Id OH MHe He JI106?



Ho rposHas ¢urypa CTpaIlIHOIO JeBeps CTOs-
Jla «IeHHO ¥ HOII[HO» IIlepef IJIa3aMU ILJapHIIbI
ITpackoBEH.

— MoJuuy, IUTATKO, HUIIKHU! CaM TOro Tpeby-
eT, — JaBsCh CIe3aMH yTelllasia OHa Jo4b. — KTo
K IIPOTUB €ro IIOUTHU MOXKeT?...

U «11omuTHYeCKUi» 6pakK ObLT 3aK/II0YEH.

Ho 3TOT «IIOJIMTUYeCKUI» OpaK U3BeCTeH B
HUCTOPHH 60JIee 10/, KIIMUKOU «IIbSHOI0» OpaKa.

CBagbba CrpaBislach IejbIM PSAIOM «3eJI0
HeyMepeHHBIX IIpa3fHecTB», C TAKUM roMepHuye-
CKUM IIpUHoOIIeHueM «baxycy u BeHycy» (BeHe-
pe), 4To fa’ke He BCe IIETPOBCKHE >KHUBOTHI BbI-
HeCJIU «Cue II0TPe6CTBO.

Ji1 AHHBI, MOJIOZOM TIepLiOTUHU KypJiisaHp-
CKOM, BCe 3TO OKOHUYMJIOCH HeIIpeJABUIeHHOMN Ka-
TacTpo¢oi. Ilociie «IIpoIasTbHON» 3BEPCKU-IIbS-
HOM IIOIIOMKH ee MOJIOZOIO CyIIpyra 4yTh He 3a-
MEepPTBO VJIOKHJIM B BO30K, KOTOPBIM [TOJDKEH
OBLI BE3TU I'epILIOTCKYI0 YeTy B MUTaBy.

B copoka Bepcrax oT IleTepOypra, Ha MbI3e
Ayneprode, ompaBjasach CTapUHHasA pycckas
IIOTOBOPKA — «4YTO PYCCKOMY 370pPOBO, TO I
HeMIla - CMepThb»: HeyMepeHHO OII0OeHHBIN IIeT-
POBCKHUMHU KyOKaMHU «O0JIBIIOTO OpJa» PpuUaApux



BuibresibM, repror KypusiHICKHM, CyIIpyr AH-
HBI, CKOPOIIOCTH>KHO CKOHYAJIC.

HTak, MBI BUAUM, YTO AHHA OCTaJIaCh [Ba-
IIaTHIeTHeNM BIOBOM, IIPOXKUB CYIIPY>KeCKOH
JKU3HBI0, yTaPHOM, IOJIYIIEIHOM, BCETO /IBa MeCs-
I1a ¥ HeCKOJIbKO JTHEH.

Kasasioch ObI, Tparuyeckoe BJOBCTBO MOIJIO
136aBUTHh HECUYACTHYI0 PYCCKYIO I[apeBHY OT 3a-
KIrouyeHUsd B MurtaBe. Ho He TyT-TO 6bL10. IleTp
OIIAITb-TaKU Pajy IIOJUTHYECKHUX COOOparkeHHU
otpaBuI ee B KypiaHzauro. Ilociie cmepTH ®pu-
Ipuxa BuibresbMma repriorckuii skess KypJiisH-
OUH TOCTAJICI B PYKH IIOC/TIELHEro IoTomMka Kert-
JIEPOB, IIepBOHAYaJBHBIX I'epIioroB KypJsaHAWH,
ceMujecaTUIeTHero ®epauHanga. TPyCIUBEIN U
c1a0bli, HeJIFOOUMBIN HapOJ0M, YyBCTBYS CBOIO
HeCIIOCOOHOCThL YIIPaBJAThH TIepIlOICTBOM, OH,
Ipo’KHUBas B /laHITUTe, 0TKasaJIiCd SBUThHCSI B MH-
TaBy, © BMeCTO Hero KyKOJbHBEIM I'€pIJOICTBOM
CTaJl yIIPaBJATHL COBET 00ep-paToB, JIIOJEH, IV-
MaBIIKX 6oJiee «0 NOOpOM IIMBe U KHacTepe»,
YeM O TOCYyAapCTBEHHBIX Jlesax.

OTnpaBHUB B MHTaBy CBOIO IVIEMSIHHUITY AH-
Hy, IleTp HasHauWI pesupeHTOM KypiasaHauu
Ilerpa MuxaiioBuua bectyxeBa. KpoMe HasHa-



YeHHsI Ha JO/DKHOCTH ITOJTHOMOYHOIO pPe3H/IeH-
Ta, OH OBI KOMaHAHUPOBAH TyZa U B KaudecTBe
rodmapirana BAOBCTBYIOIIeH IepPIlOrUHH.

W Hayasioch «BesIHUKOe cuzeHue» AHHEBI MoaH-
HOBHBI B MUTaBe, IIpoJo/DKaBlleecs 6e3 Masoro
CeMHaAIaThk JeT. BCTyIIMB TyAa COBCEM IOHOM,
OBajllaTHIETHeH, OHa BBIPBaJach U3 KYPJITHJ-
CKOIO IIJIEHEHHs, UyLOM C[eJIaBIIHCh PYCCKOM
HMIIepaTPHUIle, JKEHIWHON yXKe II0XKHJIOH,
TPHUAIIaTHCEeMHJIETHEM, HaJIOMJIEHHOM, paspa-
JKeHHOH Ha BCeX U Ha BCe 03JI00/IeHHOH.



YacTb nepBas

I
MepuorvHa n pesnaeHT

Ha,zg MuTaBOH CTOSJIO elle COJIHIIE, XOTS OHO U
O/IM3HJIOCh K 3aKaTy. CBOMMH IIPOII[aJIbHBI-
MH, HEeKHO-JIACKOBBIMHU JIy4aMH OHO 30JIOTHJIO
yeperuyHble KPBIIIK [OMOB, 3€JIeHb CaJl0B U
0C00E€HHO UIpaJjIo Ha IIIHIaX KUPOK.

OJuH JIUIIE TepLIOICKUM 3aMOK, 3TO MpavHoe,
TUIIMYHOE >KUJINIIe CpeJHEBEKOBRIX Geoaios, C
€ro TOJICTHIMH, BBHINIYKJIBIMH, HEYK/IIOXKHUMHU CTe-
HaMH, C ero ysKHMMH, TOTHYeCKHMHU OKHaMH, C
ero IOJABEeMHBIM MOCTOM, BeChb IIOJIHBIM KAaKo-
r0-TO MHCTHYECKOIO y»Kaca, Kas3ajaoCh, OBLI IJIy-
00KO paBHOJYIIIEH B 3aKaTHOU y/IbIOKe BEJIMKOTO
JKH3HeZlaBlla. HU OflUH COJIHEUHBIH 6JI1eCK He HI-
pas Ha TeMHOM KaMHe.

He Becesiee 6BJI0 U BHYTPHU 3aMKa CTapbIX
KeTsiepoB, B KOTOPOM TOMMJIACh, IIPOKJIMHAA
CBO€ IIapCTBEHHOE IIPOUCXOXKAeHHe AHHA HoaH-
HOBHA, repIioruHa KypsHacKas.

MpauHble KOMHATBI C TOTHYEeCKHUMHU IT0TOJIKA-



MU, 3aJIbl C IIOTeMHEBIIIUMHU aMOpa3ypaMU OKOH,
BOM U CBUCT BeTpa B CTaphIX IleUaxX HaBeBaJIM Ha
Hee KAaKOM-TO HEIIPEeOoJOJIMMbBIU CTpax, XKYT-
KOCTB, POOOCTB.

ITo ee mpukasaHUIO BCe 3aJbl 3aMKa JIHIIb
TOJIbKO, OBIBAJIO, CTEMHEET OCBEIllaJIMCh MacCoMt
CBeuel, BCTaBJIeHHBIX B KaH[eas10psl. Ho maske
9TU KaH[esaa0phl HaBeBaJIM Ha Hee ellle OO0JIb-
IIIUH CTpax.

— He smr06i110 4 UX... 6010Ch UX... Kakue-TO po-
raTble, «KOITUCThIe» 3BEPU... — YACTO IIeITasa
AnHa MoaHHOBHa caMa IIpo cebsi, THXOHLKO TBO-
P KpecTHOe 3HaMeHUe.

U B 9TH CeKyHABI €Ul C IopasUuTesIbHOU Ha-
TJISAHOCTBIO TIPEeCTaBIINCh KapTUHBI TUXOTO,
0e3MSTEXKHOI0 >KUThSI B O0ro00S3HEHHOM ceJie
Hsmaitiose.

MarTyIka... CecTphl... CTPAHHUIIBL... «TOBOP-
JIUBBIe» 0abbl U NIeBKU... 3aBelyT, ObIBAJIO: «A
IIOC/IyXauTe, IjapUila-MaTyIllKa U IIapeBHBI pac-
IIpeKpacHble, CKa3 IIPO TO, KaK SIBUJICA OJHOIO
pasa MOJIOMUUK, pasyfaoUd IIPBIHII-KpacaBell».
N AnHa HMoaHHOBHA, BCI OXBaueHHAasA >XIYUUM
IIOPHIBOM BOCIIOMHMHAHUM, YaCTeHLKO 3a0bIBasia
0 CBOeM IIOJIOKEHUH, 0 TOM, YTO OHA — I'epI[OTH-



Hda KypysaHpackas. OHa fgaBaJjia pesKUi 3BOHOK U3
CBOHUX «IIOKO€B», HO BMECTO «TOBOPJIMBOM» Ma-
TYIIKH K Hel OBICTPO BXO/MJIA KaKasg-HUOYIb TO
obep-ropMericTeprHa, TO IIPOCTO — TOMeIiCTe-
pUHa.

- Barrra cBeTJ/IOCTh, U3BOJIMJIM 3BaTh? — Ha YH-
CTeHIlleM HeMeIIKOM sI3bIKe CIIpallliBaJjia BOIIe]:-
IIasl.

BsmparuBajia TOrza «reprioruHs», HeJJoyMeBa-
IOIIe-MCITyTaHHO IJIsA/ieJIa Ha BOIIE/IIYI0 K OTPHI-
BUCTO O6pocaJia:

— AX HeT, g He Bac 3BaJa... Crymaire!

Y, xorga Ta yXoAuia, INIEMIHHUIA BEJIUKOI0
ITeTpa CKJIOHsIa CBOXO TOJIOBY Ha PYKH U ILIaKa-
JIa XOJIOAHBIMH, eJKUMH CIe3aMH.

—OpHa! OpgHa! PasBe ero cuuTaTh?... — IIPOHO-
CHJICA TOCKJIMBBIM III€TIOT B KOMHATe.

M Tax IILJIN TOABI, JOJITHE TOMBL...

Ho BOT y>Ke HECKOJIbKO He/leJIb 10 TOI'0 MO-
MEHTa, C KOTOPOIr0 HaYMHAaeTCd Halll pOMaH, AH-
Ha lBaHOBHa (ee TaK M BeJHWYad IIpU IBOpe
«IBaHOBHOI») cTajla Hey3HaBaeMa: BeceJia, 60[-
pa, ’)KHU3Hepa oCTHa.

Kakasg-To BoJlie6Has, 4dyjecHas IlepeMeHa
IIPOM30IILIa C MUTaBCKOM IJIEHHHUIIEM-3aTBOPHH-



Ieii. Kyzma meBasnch ee araTus, ee COHJIUBOCTE,
ee pasJpa’kKuTeJbHOCTH! B camoli ee ¢uUrype,
PBIXJION, CKJIOHHOM K HU3PAAHON IIOJIHOTE, IIO-
SIBUJIUCH IIOJBU)KHOCTD, IIOPBIBUCTOCTDH JBHKe-
HHS; B IJIa3ax 3acCHsI OJIECK eIlle MOJIOAOM »KeH-
IITUHEL, MYYUTEJbHO-CTPACTHO XOTEBIIIEHN JIIo-
OUTDH U OBITH B3aMIMHO JIFOOMMOT.

B 3TOT THMXMI, HaCTYIHBIIUU Hajg MuraBou
Beuep AHHa MoaHHOBHA B3BOJIHOBAaHHO XO[MJIa
o 6yayapy, yopaHHOMY POCKOIIIHO, HO TS>KeJIo,
HeyKJ/IrOoKe. OHa TO U [Tes10 IOIJIAAbIBasIa Ha dap-
¢$opoBBIe UYaChl «BeHEIeHMCKOM» paboThl. Bumu-
MO, OHa KOI'0-TO HeTepIIeIMBO OXKUaa.

— HakoHeII-To! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA TepI[OTHUHS, KO-
I7a ABeph Oyayapa TUXO0 pacTBOPHJIACh U HA IIO-
pore mosiBUIach QUIrypa BBICOKOIO, II0KHJIOTO,
HO BCe ellle KpacKUBOTI0O UeJI0BeKa.

10 6BLI TOoMapIIal ee CBETJIOCTHU U PesU-
IIeHT poccuiicKoro Aasopa IleTp MuxanioBuu Be-
CTY>KeB.

3aMeTHas cefuHa y)Ke TPOHYJIA ero BOJIOCHI,
HO JIUI0 OBLIO MOJIOXKABO, IIPUATHO. ITO OBLI
THUII HACTOLIIETO0 PYCCKOTO BEJILMOKHU-IIapeBop-

a.
ITpy IOPBEIBUCTOM BOCKIHITAHUHU AHHEI MoaH-



HOBHBI becTy)XeB ejle 3aMeTHO YJIBIOHYJICI TOH-
KOM I1apeBOPCKOM YJBIOKOM, a 3aTEM He TOPO-
IIICH TIO/IOIIesI K TePIIOTHHE U, I1eJIys PYKY, CIIPO-
CHTL:

—Balrra cBeT/IOCTh M3BOJIUIU OXKUJATh MeHS
C TAaKHUM JIECTHBIM JIJI1 MeHs HeTepIleHHeM?

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA, C /0CaZi0M BBIPBAB PYKY,
BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

- AX, 60xe MoH, [letp MuxaiioBuy, n3baBb
MeHs 0T CBOUX KyZApeBaThIX ¢ppas! Hey>KTo THI He
BUJUIIE, YTO MHE He 10 HUX!..

Kakasg-To pacTepsgsHHOCTb, a BMeCTe C TeM U
JIACKOBOCTB 3a3BYy4aJId B T0JIOCE I'epPIIOTMHU-BJIO-
BEL

BecTysxeB GBICTPHIM B3IJISIIOM OKHUHYJI ee QU-
Irypy. AHHa MoaHHOBHa ObLIa OfieTa B KpacHOe
6apxaTHOe IIaTbe C MacCcoi KpyskeB. Bce gparo-
LIeHHOCTH, He OYeHb YK MHOTIOYMCJIEHHEIE, ObI-
JIX Ha Hell. Ha IIBINIHOM, BBICOKOM IIpUYeCcKe, He
LIenIei K Uy AHHBL I0aHHOBHEI, IPKO IIepe-
JIMBasCh Pafy>KHBIMU OTHSIMH, ITOpeJia MaJIeHb-
Kas reprjorckas KOpoHa.

- O, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, CerOLHA Y BaC IIOUCTHUHE
LIapCTBEHHBIX BUJ! — BCe C TOM JKe UPOHUYECKOMN
YCMEILIIKOM IIPOrOBOPHII becTyKeB.



Annxa MoaHHOBHA TOIIHYJIa HOI'OM Y TOP/EJIH-
BO OTKHHYJIa TOJIOBY:

— A pasBe Tebe, IleTp MuUXaiJI0BUY, HEBEIO-
MO, UTO s — IIapPCKOI0 POJa, YTO S — IVIEeMSIHHUITA
mapd IleTpa? Wau BEI BCe 3[1eCh, B 3TOM IIPOKJIL-
Tor KypusiHauu, 3abpid 06 aToM? Wiau g pjasa
BCeX BaC TOJILKO HeCyacTHasg BJIOBKa KaKOI'0-TO
3aMyXPpHIIIKU-TepIora?

IJTOT B3PEIB CO3HAHUS CBOET0 BLICOKOIO II0JI0-
JKeHUs1 y 0e3BOJIbBHOM TIepIiOTMHU HeCKOJIbKO
CMYTHJI CTapPeIOIero BeJIbMOXKY.

becTy’keB HU3KO IIOKJIOHMJICA e, AyMas B
TOT K€ MOMEHT:

«dto ¢ Her? OMHAKO ee CHJIBLHO 3aXBaTHJIO
HOBOE YyBCTBO!..»

U oH cues HEO6XOJUMBIM BO3PasuUTh Ha CJIO-
Ba AHHEL:

—Bama cBeTJIOCTB, Ka’keTcCsd, U3BOJIHIHA
HeTOYHO BBIPAasUTHCH, CKa3aB «BBI Bce»... C Ka-
KHUX Ke IIOp BRI IIPHUYMCIIgeTe MeHS K UMCIYy Ba-
LIUX HeLPYIOB?

U BecTy>XeB IIpAMO IIOCMOTPeEJI B I1a3a AHHEI
HoaHHOBHEIL. W 110 3TUM B3IJIALOM OHA BCIIBIX-
HyJ1a, HECMOTpPS Ha CJI0M pyMsH U OesIUIL.

—Tak BOT... Teb6e GoJsibllle, YeM KOMY HHOMY,



[TeTp MuxaijI0BUY, He IIPUIMYECTBOBAJIO OBI H3-
BOIUTH MeHd, — Hadasla AHHA M0aHHOBHA, IIO[-
X0Id K becTy)XeBy U KJIaJsd PyKy Ha ero ILIeYo.-

— Cemuac, 371eCh, B 3TOM KOMHAaTe, MBI C TOOOM
untervier Augen, HaefrHe. 3aUeM >Ke BCe 3TO JIy-
KaBCTBO C TBOEM CTOPOHBI, 3a4eM 3THU IIOCTOSH-
HbIe «Ballla CBETJI0CTb» U «Bbl U3BOJIHIN»... AX! —
HecuacTHas repILiOTHMHs, pycCcKas IjapeBHA, IIO-
PBIBUCTO B3LOXHYJIA, CJIOBHO €1 He XBATaJjIo BOS3-
IyXa, CJIOBHO ee IyIlWja 3aTxjasd arMmocdepa
TepIiorcKoro 3amka crapbix KeTiepoB. — AX,
[Terp MuxaisioBud! — 6YpHO IIPOZ0J/DKaIa OHA.-

— Ecsi 651 THI 3HaJI, YTO TBOPUTCS BOT 37eCh, B
9TOM CepAlle, THI IT0yKajesa 6b1 MeHs! ThI... TBI
IIOMHHUIIIb 3Ty KOMHATYy?

becTy’keB MoJI4a HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY.

—THI IIOMHUINE, YTO B 3TOM KOMHATE CJIyYU-
JIoch? I, 3a6BIB CBOe IlapCKoe IIPOUCXOXKIEeHUE,
cllesiayia Te6s1 CBOMUM UHTUMHBIM JPYTOM...

— Bairra cBeTJ/IOCTb...

— MoJsruu! Mostuu! /laii BeICKa3aThbCs, Jaill H3-
JIUThCA cepany... Hy, na, na! S mpubsimsuia tebs
K cebe. [ToueMy? Crpocu >KeHILUHY, a He Ljapu-
Iy, He I1apeBHy, II0YeMy OHa MOYKeT IIOMTH Ha
9TO... TBI 3Haelllh, CKOJIBKO MHe IIPHUIIIOCH BBI-



TepIeTh 3a 3TO OT LJapPHUIIBI-MaTyIIKHU. O, KaK OHa
IIOHOCHJIA MeHs B CBOeH omnouuBaibHe! U pas g
el ckasasa: «Jlydire 661 MHe, MaTYIIIKa, JeBKOM
IIPOCTOM POIUTHLCS, UeM IfapeBHOMI. X0pOIIo BaM
BCeM r'OBOPUTH, YOEKAaTh MeHs, a II06bIBaIn Obl
BBl B MOeli cUTyalfuu. Passe xuia s1? PasBe us-
Bejlajia s cYacTbe MOJIOZIOM KeHINUHBI? CUIKOM
MeHA 3aMY’K BBIJaJIH, My>Ka JIUIIUIN, B 3aMOK K
HeMIlaM 3aTOYMJIU... PyKH, 4TO JIM, MHe Ha cebsd
HaKJIaAbIBaTh?»

Bricokas, mosiHag rpyab AHHBEI M0aHHOBHEI
IIOPBIBUCTO IIOABIMAsachk. KpyIliHbIe ciie3bl JIu-
JINCH Y3 IJIa3 U MeJJIEHHO TEeKJIH II0 ee pacKpa-
LIIeHHBIM II[eKaM.

Uro-To  I1ybOKO-CTpaIllHOe, Tparuvyeckoe
CKBOSWJIO B QUIype 3TON >KeHII[UHBI, OJeTOH
LJapCTBEHHO-BEJIMKOJIEITHO, C CBEPKAIOIIeH KOPO-
HOM, ¥ IUIaYyIedl XOJIOAHBIMH, €JKO-KIYUUMU
cJIesaMH.

BecTtyXeB B MUT IIpeo6pasmiicd. JIUI0 «IyKa-
BOTO IlapeBOpIla» COPOCHUIO MAacCKy U CTAJIO IIPO-
CTBIM, XOPOIIIKMM JIHUITOM. OH IIOPBIBHUCTO IIarHyJI
K CBOEM KYPJISH/CKOM I10BEeJIUTeJbHUIIE U T'0JI0-
COM, IlepexXBavyeHHELIM BOJIHEHUEM, ITPOIIIEeIITal:

—Barra cBeTJIOCTB... AHHA... 3a4YeM BEI IIPO



3T0 rosopure? OcTaBbTe... He Haf0.. He Tpe-
BOXKbTe MeHs!.. BeJlb BCe 3TO — KOHUEHO, OBLILEM
IIOpPOCJIO...

AnHa MoaHHOBHA CKJIOHHJIACh K I'0JioBe bec-
Ty>KeBa U, II011eJI0BAB ero B JI006, IIPOMOJIBUIIA:

—Tak, Tak, MO XOpOIIIUNi, MOX MUHJIBIHA [leTp
MuxaityioBud... S 3Hajia, 1 4YyBCTBOBajia, 4TO
THI — He TaKOH, KaK [pyrue. A TOBOPIO {1 IIPO 3TO
II0TOMY, UTO X04eTCsd BHU/IETh MHe B Tebe [pyra
MOero HacrtosAIero. Tel IIpaBAy MOJIBUJI: TO, UTO
OBLIIO MEXXAYy HaMH, OKOHUYeHO. HaBarkieHue Jix
TO OBLJIO II0 MJIAJIOCTH BIOBBETO II0JIOKEHIS,
WX 4TO WHOE — He BCe JIX PaBHO? A Telepk... —
AnHa MoaHHOBHA BHOBB BCIIBIXHYJIA U THUXO [I0-
6aBuiIa: — A TOJIBKO Tellepsb, [leTp MuxaijioBuy,
Ha Tebs HaZeXXAy MO0 Bo3jaraw. Thl 3Haells, 0
yeM s ropopro. ITomoru mHe! CTpairHo MHe Iy-
MaTh, UTO U THI IIPOTUB MEHS IIOU/EeIllb...

N oHa B KakOM-TO TPeBOXXHOM OXUIaHUU
yIiepJjach B3IJIIIOM B CBOEro OBIBIIIETO MHTUM-
HOIO [pyra-— ropmapiasa U pesupeHTa becTy-
’KeBa.

— Hukorza! — BEIpBajsIoCh y Hero. — AX, AHHa,
AHHa, ecsd 6Bl BBl 3HAJM, KaKOr0O IIpeJaHHOIo
Ipyra Bel uMeeTe BO MHe! KiigHyCE BaM, UTO HUA



KHYT, HU CUOUpPB, HU Jake IJIaXa He 3aCTaBUIU
ObI MeHSI UISMEHUTH BaM. U 3TO 1 BaM JJOKaXy ce-
rofH4 >Ke! — OH BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa 30JI0TYH0 «JIy-
KOBHUITY» U, IIOCMOTpPEB, KOTOPBIXA Yac, IIPOJOJI-
»Kas. — Celuac, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb, s I106eceyto C
BaMU II0pOOGHO O TOM, UTO KMBO BOJIHYEeT Ballle
mobpoe cepte.

-0 Hem? O Mopuiie? — XUBO BOCKJIMKHYJIA
AHHa MoaHHOBHa.

- /Jla, ma... Ho moxa HaM He0O0XOJUMO CZes1aTh
MaJIeHbKOe IIPUTOTOBJIEHUE.

— Kaxkoe?

— HaM He0o6xX0quMO CepBUpPOBATh CTOJI Ha [[Ba
JIUIIA, IIPU 9TOM HAJI0 CAeJaTh TaK, YTOOBI 060M-
THUCH 6€e3 BallluX IPUABOPHBIX CIYKAII[UX.

—-Yrto aro 3Hauurt, lletp MwuxaijoBUu? — C
YIUBJIEHHEM CIIPOCHJIa TepPIIOTHUHS.

—Huuero ocobeHHOro, Ballla CBETJIOCTb...
BBITH MOXKeT, CETO/THI BeUepoM, BOT celfuac, CKO-
PO, IBUTCAI OJWH HY>KHBIM [JI1 Hac 4YeJIOBeK...
Tak HE06X0UMO 110 PYCCKOMY 00bIYal0 YTOCTUTH
ero xyieboM-coJsibto. KcraTy, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, B
BallIMX Itorpe6ax wuMeeTCsd [OOOPBIM, CTapbIA
IIOJIbCKUU Mef?

—Tel >Ke, TOJNyOUUK, [OCTaBWJI MHe €ro, —



yaBIOHYJIach AHHA MloaHHOBHA BeCeJIOH, J0BOJIb-
HOU YJIBIOKOM.

— Hy BOT 1 0T/IMYHO! — BeceJsio IIoTep PYKHU be-
CTy’KeB. — MTak, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb, He YIOSHO JIU
BaM IIOMOYb CBOeMy ropmapiiaay B YHUCTO XO-
3IMCTBEHHBIX IIPUTOTOBJIEHUSIX?

—-A xrto mnpubymer, Ilerp MwuxaunoBuu? —
CIIpOCHUJIa CHUJIBHO 3aWHTpPUIOBaHHAasg AHHAa
HoaHHOBHaA.

—OfuUH Ba)XHBIM IIOCETHUTEJb OT Hero, —
YKJIOHYMBO OTBETUJI becTyKeB.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, CTOABIIIAs ¥ OKHA, TPEBOXK-
HO IIPOTOBOPHIIA:

— Cypd 110 TOM TaUHCTBEHHOCTH, KOTOPOH THI,
[TeTp MuxaiioBUY, obJjieKaellb I10CeIeHHe TBO-
ero rocTd, s 3aKJ/II04aro, UYTO OHO JIOJDKHO OBITh
cekpeTHBIM. Ho KaK ke 3TOT 4esI0BeK IIPOHUK-
HeT B 3aMOK? CMOTpH: IIOJBEMHBIM MOCT yXKe
CITYIIEeH.

bBecTyXeB, YJIBIOHYBIIIUCH, OTBETUIL:

—He 6ecriokoiTecb, AHHA: TOMY YeJIOBEKY
IaH I1apoJib, ¥ MOCT CIIYCTAT [JI1 Hero. IIpruMeM-
cs 3a paboTy, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb.

Pamom c «bBomoapom» TepLioTUHU KypusHp-
CKOM HaXOoAWach HeOOJIbIasd YIOTHAA TOCTUHAS.



AnHa MoaHHOBHA IIepelilia B Hee.

BecTy>XeB CKpPBLJICS, HO BCKOpe BEpHYJICA C Oe-
JIOCHEe’KHOM CKaTepThbI0 U HeCKOJIBbKUMHU OYTHLI-
KamMu. OH IIOCTaBMJI IIOCPENU TOCTHHOM CTOJ U
KpaTKO OpOCHJI TepIioTHHe:

— HakpeIBaiTe, Ballla CBETIOCTh.

N TyT moayuuiach CTpaHHas, MHTepecHas
KapTHUHA: I'epIloruHA ¥ 6yAyIas pOCCUMCKas UM-
IepaTpHuIla, cjlerkKa 3aCy4uB pyKaBa CBOEro 6ora-
TOro 6apxXaTHOTrO TyaJeTa, CTajla HaKpheIBaTh Ha
CTOJI, KaK IIpocTas KaMmep-ppay.

— PaboratiTe, paboTraiiTe, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, a g
II0Ka 03a604yCh 3aKyCKaMH M UHBIMU JleJIUKaTe-
CaMH, — O’KHBJIEHHO IIPO/I0J/DKaJI becTy KeB.

Bckope cTOJI GBI CEpBUPOBaH.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA IIOCTaBHJIA IIOCPeSU €ero
POCKOIIIHYIO Ba3y C IPKO-IIYHIIOBBIMH PO3aMH.

- Hy a Temnepsp, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, JaBaUTe II0-
becelyeM HEMHOTO... — HauaJsl BectyxeB. — Cagu-
Tech!

AnHa MoaHHOBHA IIOKOPHO CeJjia B BEIYYPHOeE
30JI0TO€ KpecJIo.

—HTak, BBl YIIOPHO >KejlaeTe, YTOOBI IIPHHI]
Mopur, CaKCOHCKUM CesIasiCd BalllM CYIIPYIOM,
IPUHAB KYPJISIHJCKYIO TepIIOrCKyI0 KOPOHY? —



CIIpOCHJI becTysKeB.

—/la, — ejie CJBIIIHO CJIeTeJ0 C YCT AHHEI
HoaHHOBHEI.

— BrI mmostro6mIn ero, AHHa? Ho kak MOIJIO 3TO
CIIYYUTHCA? BBl BUAIEIH €T0 MeJIbKOM y MEeH...

l'eprioruHg, IepefepHyYB ILIEYaMH, BO3Pasu-
Ja:

— Hy 1 ut0 X us toro, Ilerp MuxamnioBuy, 4To
TOJILKO MeJBKOM? OH — TBI IIPOCTHU MEHS 3a OT-
KPOBEHHOCTB! — Cpa3y 3aBJIaJie/I MOUM CEepPILIEM,
JIUIIIb TOJIBKO S YBH[esIa ero... TaKkol KpaCUBBIH,
CMeJIBIH, pelIuTeJbHbIN. Y II0TOM UCTOMUJIACH I
BO BIOBCTBe MoeM. [Tocyu TBI caM: KaKOBO CJIafl-
KO MHe >XuBeTcd?... UTo Takoe s1? )KeHa 6e3 My-
’Ka, TeplLiorvuHs 6e3 HacTosIed KOPOHBKI, 6e3 Bila-
CTH, 6e3 CUJIBL. A TOABI UAYT, MOM CTapbli [PV,
HIYyT HEYMOJIMMOM d4epepou... M Kakue roppl!
Jly4rirye, MOJIOZBIE YoKe IIPOIILIH.

becTy’keB, KaK-TO COCTPajfaTeJbHO IIOTJIAIEB
Ha AHHY M10aHHOBHY, IIPOU3HEC:

—Brpl, Bala CBeTJIOCTH, BCe TOBOPUTE, KakK
JKEeHIIHA, a He KaK JIAI0 M3 I[apCTBEHHOIO [0-
Ma... Ho MBI, [UIIIoMaTsl, IlapeBOPIIb], TODKHEI
IJIA/1eTh HECKOJIbKO IJIy6yKe, coobparkasich ¢ Mac-
COM IT060YHBIX 00CTOATEILCTB.



Anna HMoaHHOBHa cJeJajla HeTepIIeJHUBBINA
7KeCT PYKOIA.

-OmHy MHHYTY BHHMaHHI, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTB! — OCTAaHOBHUJI ee becTyKeB. — /leJi0 B TOM,
4TO JIMYHO 51 CHJIBHO COMHEBAalOCh, UTOOHI Ballle
IJTaMeHHOe >KeJIaHHe MOIJIO OCYIIeCTBHUThLCI. U,
€CJIM 3TO [JIeJI0 IIPOBAJIUTCSA, BUHUTE TOJIbKO CBOE
posKAeHHe: BCe, UMeIoIle IIpaBO0 HOCUTHL TOPHO-
CTaeBble MAaHTHH, — HeCYaCTHeHIIHe K3 BCeX
CMEPTHEIX, TaK KaK BCe HX >KeJIJaHHS 3aBHCAT He
OT UX BOJIH, & 0043aHbI COIJIACOBATHCS C U3BECT-
HBIMH KOHBIOHKTYPaMH...

-4 He moHUMar Tebd, IleTp MuxaioBuy! —
cJIeTKa I106JIelHeB, CKa3aJla repIioruHs.

— Cetuac BEHI IIOMIMeTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTh. — be-
CTY>KeB HaJIMJI B CTaKaH 30JI0THCTOr0 TOKAMCKO-
I0 U CTaJl MeJKHMHM IJIOTKaMHU IIPUXJIeObIBaTh
apoMaTHYIO0, KPEIKyI0 BJIary, IIOCJe Yero IIPO-
HoJpKal: — BaM, AH... Ballla CBETJIOCTb, OTJIMYHO
HU3BECTHO, YTO TaKoe IIpe/icTaBisgeT c06010 Kyp-
JITHIUA. ITO — TOT JIAKOMBIN KYCOK, Ha KOTOPBINA
TOYaT CBOM 3yObl U Peun Ilocriosmras, u IIpyc-
CHs, 1 MBI — pyCcCKHe. Bech BOIIPOC 3aK/IH0YaeTCS
B TOM, KTO OKa’KeTCs XUTpee U 3a KeM 3TOT JIaKO-
MBI KyCOYeK OCTaHeTCs.



—Ho 4-To TyT IIpH YyeM? — HeTOAyIOIlle BEIPBa-
JIoCcb y AHHEI MOQHHOBHEL.

Crapslii IjapefBopelr] IIPOCHYJICA B becTyxe-
Be. OH BBIHYJI 30JI0TYI0, OCHIIIAHHYI OpUJ/IIHaH-
TaMH, TabaKepKy U, 3aIlyCTUB B HOC U3PALHYIO
TIOHIOIIKY AYIIIHUCTOro Tabaka, IIpozo/DKall:

— Kak «11pu ueM» BEI, Ballla CBEeTJIOCTE? Pa3Be
BBl He 3HaeTe, UTO BBl — 3aKOHHBIN IIPUIATOK K
ceMy repriorcTsy?

BelreHCTBO HCKasuio rpyboe, He 0CO6EHHO
KpacuBoe JIUI10 AHHEI NOaHHOBHEL.

O, 3TU MOJIHUU THeBa, O0OPO3QUBIIIHE ee JIU-
11o! Kak yacTo 1moTom, KOorja OHa Clejajgach MM-
IepaTpuIlel, ycTpallajayd OHU TOJIIHUBIIUXCI Y
ee TpOHa.

— Kak, Kak TrI cKasaJI: 3aKOHHBIN IIPUAATOK? —
3a[bIXasACh OT 3/I00bI, BRIKpUKHYyJIa OHA. — KTO
JKe M3 MeHd 4ydeJIo CiesIaa?

— Bal pmgamronika, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, BeJIMKUN
umMmiiepatop Iletp.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA CcXBaTHUJIa CepeOPSAHBIA KO-
BaHbIN I'pa®UH U C CUJIOU IIBBLIPHYJIA €r0 B CTe-
Hy, HO IIOIlajla B 3epKaJlo, U IIOCJIeHee pa3bu-
JIOCH Bpebesru.

becTy’keB B3IpOrHYJIL.



—BbI cyeBepHEBI, AHHA? — IPOTHYBIIUM T0JIO-
COM CIIPOCHJI OH.

-0 nma!

—B TaxkoM ciydae IIO3IpaBJIAI0 Bac: KTO-TO
CKOPO [OJ/DKEH yMepeTh... /lopora BaM OUYHIIAeT-
csd, HO... II0Ka Bce ellle TeMHO... OZHaK0 BEI, Ballla
CBeTJIOCTh, Ilepebuiu MeHs. SI BO3Bpalllaloch K
KYpPJISHACKUM fesiaM. MTak, IIpoIlly Bac BHUMa-
TeJBHO CAyLIaTh MeHs! /lei0 BKpaTIle 3aKJIHYa-
eTcd B cienyromieM. [I060YHBIN CHIH II0JIbCKOTO
KopoJig ABrycra BTOporo, CakKCOHCKHM ITPHHIT
Mopuii, ¢ TaHOIO COIJIAaCUs CBOEIO OTIIa, OMO-
raeTcs ¥ Balllel PYKH, U KYPJITHACKOM KOPOHEL...
Tak, Ballla CBETJIOCTb?

- Tak, [leTp MuxanjoBUY.

— Tereps 0TBeTHTE MHE: BCe JIK BeJOMO BaM 0
npuHIte Mopurie? — becTy’KeB II0J0IIe/] I K AHHe
HoaHHOBHE U CXBaTHJI ee 34 PyKy. — Bce JIx THI,
AWHa, 3Haelllb 0 HeM? — IIOBTOPUJI OH IJIYXUM,
B3[IparuBarIUM r0JI0COM.

9TO [ABHO, IIOYTH HHUKOIZA He CJBIXaHHOE
«TBI» II0pa3uio AHHY M0aHHOBHY.

— A 4To0... yTO UMeHHO? Kakas TaiiHa? — UCILY-
TaHHO BOIIPOCHJIA CBOer0 ropMapimasua, CTaporo
HUHTUMHOIO Ipyra, repriorudsa KypasHackas.



— A TO, 4TO BeZjOMO Jix Tebe... BaM, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTB, UTO 3TOT MOPUIL — aBaHTIOPUCT, UCKATeb
TPaHUO3HBIX IPeITIPUATUI?

Anna MoaHHOBHAa CXBaTHUJIach 3a CepAlie.

— 3HaeTe JIK BBI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — IIPOZOJI-
»Kas becTy>XeB, — UTO OH, 3TOT OJIECTHIIUH, Be-
JIUKOJIeTHBINT Mopuil CakCOHCKUM, yKe pas 3a-
KJIIOUMJI Opak II0 pacueTy ¢ 60raTor0 HacJleqHU-
1er0 Bukropuero ¢oH JlebeH, pasBeJicsa C HEH U
Tellepb — KTO 3HaeT? — OTHICKMBAET, OBITH MOXKET,
JIAIIH 60Jiee 6J1eCTAITUN, BEITOHBIN OpaK?

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA ObLja 0JieqHA, KaK II0JIOT-
HO.

—3T0 KecToko, [TeTp MwuxaitjioBUY, ThI pa-
HUIIb MeHs IIPSIMO B cepilie, — IIpoIllerTasa
OHa.

— 5 TONBKO IIpemyIIpe’KJar0 Bac, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTh, Ha IIpaBax Balllero UCKPeHHETO, JII0dIIe-
ro Bac gpyra. CiayianTe gaabIle.

BecTy>XeB BBIHYJI U3 60KOBOIO KapMaHa TOJI-
CTBIY, BYETBepO CJIOJKeHHBIN IIaKeT, COCTOSB-
IIIUU U3 HECKOJILKUX JIUCTOB.

—YT0 3T0? — IPOBOPHO cIipocua AHHa Moas-
HOBHaA.

— CeKpeTHeMIIIUN yKas, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, KO-



TOPBIU s moryuus1 us IleTep6ypra. BoT ero cogep-
skaHUe! - oTBeTWJI becTy)keB W HadaJ 4UTATh
BIIOJITOJIOCA:

«H36paHue Mopuua npomueHo uHmepe-
Cam pyccKUM U KypasHockum: 1) Mopuu,
HAX00SACb 8 PYKAX KOPOJEECKUX, NPUHYJHC-
deH 6ydem nocmynams NO YaCMHbIM UH-
mepecam Kopo./is, KoOmopblil uepe3 3mo
no/ydum 60/bULyr0 603MOHNCHOCMb NPU-
800UMb 8 UCNO/IHEeHUE C80U N/AAHbL 8
ITonvwe, a 3mu NAAHbL U HAM, U 8CEM NPO-
YUM COCEOAM KYPASAHOCKUM, MO2ym
6bUMb UHO20a OHEeHb NPOMUBHDL, OM He20
u daa camoii KypasHouu mo2ym 6vimo
8CSAKUE COMHUMEbHblE NOCALOCMBUSL; 2)
Meoicdy Poccuero u Ilpyccuero cyuiecmay-
em cozsaweHue yoepixicams KypasHouro
npu npedxcHux ee npasax; Poccus He xouem
HAgA3amb KypASHOCKUM HYUHAM 2epuo2a
u3 6paHoeHbyp2CcK020 0OMaA; HO eCAU OHU
cozaacames Ha usbparue Mopuua, mo
npycckuil dgop 6ydem umems noaHOe
npaeo cepoumauscs, 3a4em 6paHoeHbype-
CKOMY NpuHuy npeonoumeH Mopuu? H
mozda KypsitHoust co cmoporbl IIpyccuu
He 6ydem umems nokos; IIpyccust ckopee
cozaacumcs Ha pasdesieHue KypasHouu
Ha 80e6800CM8a, UeM Ha 8036e0€eHUe 8 ee



2epuyo2u CakCoHCK020 npuHua; 3) IToasku
HUK020a He n0380.am, 4mobult Mopuy,
6bl1 U3bpaH 2epyo2om KypaAsasHOCKUM U
nomoz2a/1 omuy c8oemy 8 e20 3amMblC/Aax
omHocumeibHo Peuu ITocnoaumoii».

BecTykeB OKOHUMWJI YTeHMe U IIOCMOTpeJ Ha
AnHYy M0aHHOBHY.

—YTo0 BBl CKa)keTe Ha 3TO, Ballla CBETJIOCTh? —
CIIPOCHJI OH.

— 3HAYUT, HeT HUKAKOU HaNleKIbI? — C 0TYasd-
HHEM B rojioce BOCKJIMKHYJIa TepIioTHHS.

FopMmapiias ¥ pesupeHT, chesaB KaKOMU-TO
HeoIIpe/ie/IeHHBIH )KeCT PYKOH, IIPOU3HeC:

—IlompiTaeMcd... Bel BHauTe caMu, Balla
CBETJIOCTh, KaKYI0 TPYAHYIO IIAPTUI0 MHE IIPUXO0-
OUTCS BeCTH pajyd Bac: C OMHOM CTOPOHBI, MHe
X04YeTcs CchesiaTh YrofHOe IJIg Bac, C APYIrou — d-

He JI0JDKeH 3a0bIBaTh, YTO S — PEe3UIeHT ee Be-

Jin4yecTBa. B BepX0BHOM Tal{HOM COBeTe PellvIn
HaBsg3aTh BaM U KypuisiHIUM JIBOHOPOIHOrO Opa-
Ta reprora I'oOJIIITHHCKOIO, BTOPOIO ChIHA YMeEp-
mero enwuckoria Jlro6ckoro. HMwmmeparpuiia c
9THUM COIJIACHJIACK.

—Hu 3a 4To!- IHeBHO BOCKJIMKHYJIAa AHHA
HoaHHOBHa, IIpUYeM ee JIUI0 IIOKPBIJIOCH Kpac-



HBIMU IIITHAMU OellleHCTBa.

— Ho ry1aBHBIHM Balll Bpar — 3T0 MeHIIIUKOB, Ba-
II1e BBICOYEeCTBO, — IIPoJoJ/DKaa becTy>keB. — 3Ha-
eTe JIX BRI, UTO OH CaM MeTUT Ha KypisHIcKoe
repIiorcTBo?

—OH? IJTOT IIpe3peHHBINM pab? — 3ajaporkaia
TrepIlioTHHS.

—/la, OH, Ballla CBETJIOCThb. 3aTeM MOIY COO0O6-
LIUTEL BaM ellle OJHY, 3aCIy>KHUBAIOIIYI0 BHHUMa-
HUA HOBOCTE.

— lobuBai!.. — pacTepssHHO, YIIaBIIHMM TOJIO-
COM BBIPBAJIOCh Y AHHBI I0OaHHOBHEI.

— Bpl, KOHeuHO, XOopoiio 3HaeTe Jlepopra? —
CIrpocu becTyskes.

- pymMmaro.

—Tak BOT IIpefacTaBbTe, OH IIHcaJ MopHILy,
4uT0 KypJIgHANI0O MOKHO IIPHUOOPECTH ellle MHBIM
IIyTeM: CTOHUT TOJILKO >KeHHUThCd Ha EjausaBeTe
ITeTpoBHe...[1]

—YTo0?!. — BOCKJIMKHYJIA TePIIOTMHA.

—To, 4TO BBl M3BOJIUTE CJIBIIIATE, Ballla CBET-
JIOCTBH, — HEBO3MYTHMO IIPOJ0/DKal becTykeB. —
Ho atoro Maso. JlepopT BoobIIe IPUHST Ha cebs
poJib cBaTa npuHIfa Mopuiia. He yrogHo i BaM
IIO3HAKOMHUTECA C OTPLIBKOM OJHOTO U3 €ro IIH-



ceM K Mopuny?

" BecTyXeB BBIHYJI M3 OOKOBOIO KapMaHa
U3AIHYI0 3alIUCHYI0 KHIDKKY.

— A Kak e... Kak xe, [lerp MuxamiioBuy, ThI
03HAKOMMJICA C COLEep>KaHMeM 3TOT0 IIUchMa? —
yauBUiIack AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

ToHkas, UpoHHWYecKas ycMelllKa IIpobekasa
o rybaM auIioMara.

—Mo# coBeT BaM, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, — OTBe-
THJI OH, — HUKOI/Ia He CIIpallluBaTh JUIIJIOMaTOB
U Ilape/iBOPIIeB, KaK, KAKUM IIyTeM OHHU Y3HaIoT
TO, UYTO UM HeOOXOAMMO 3HaThb. ITO BCe PaBHO
4To — 110 QpaHITy3CKOM IIOTOBOPKE — TOBOPUTH B
JloMe IIOBeIIIeHHOI0 O BepeBKe. — 3aTeM becTy-
’KeB, BBITAIlIUB KPOILIIeYHbIe JIUCTKU OyMaru, Ha-
4Jasl: — Utax, JlepopT HacTanBaeT, UTOOBI MOpPHI]
caM npHexaJ B [lerepoypr.

«BBI OJDKHBI IBUTH CO00I0 BaKHYI0 0CO0Y,
ep>XaThb OTKPBITHIA /I0M, YCTpauBaTh IIpas/iHe-
CTBAa, JlesaTh II0JapKHU, U600 PyCCKHUe CaMKHU JIIO-
0T BeceJibe, YTO BXOUT B PUTYaJl PYCCKOM KUS3-
HU. OCMeJIIOCh TaK>Ke yKasaTh BaM, YTO B MHBIX
cIy4dasix Heo6Xo/iuMa IIUpoKas e poCThb».

— O! — Heroayrlle BEIPBAJIOCHL V¥ AHHEI [0aH-
HOBHEIL — «Pycckue caMku»! AX, OH...



Y oHa IIpoM3Hec/Ia CJI0BO, He COBCEM Y 00HOe
B yCTaX PYCCKOM IjapeBHBI M TIepliorMHU Kyp-
JISHIICKOM.

becTy’keB 3aKaIllJIAIC.

—Hy-c, Bamia CBeTJIOCTH, — 4Yepe3 MHUHYTY
IIPOJ0JDKaJI OH, — a BOT 4To rpadp MaHTeldesb
cupamuBaeT JlepopTa: CKOJIBKO OyAeT CTOUTH
Mopuny IpuoOpeTeHHe CHUMIIATUU U [py3eil B
HallluX IrybepHUAX? U BOT uTO oTBevyaeT JlepopT:
«TpymHO ckasartb. Ecoi roBoputhk 0 HaH, Hamo
YMeThb, eCJIU — 0 JIU3, Hafl0 3HAThb».[2]

—Yrto ato 3a «<HaH»? — cripocuiia AHHa.

— «HaH»? 3T0 — BBI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, «AHHA»,-

— OTBeTHJI becTyXeB, — a «JIu3» — aT0 Eyr3aBe-
Ta IleTpoBHa. Sl He OyAy Jajsee YUTaTb BaM 3TO
HHTepeCHeMtIlee IIUCHEMO, 8 CKa’Ky TOJILKO CJIe/Ly-
1o1rtee: JlepopT IUIlET, UTO B34Th ErizaBeTy 0y-
IleT CTOUTH I0POXKe, YeM Bac, a eCcJIv BOOOIIle I10-
XepuTh Bolpoc 0 EnusaBere, TO, 6e3yCJI0BHO,
JIydllle ¥ BBRITOHEe IIPeAIIouecTb BaM J0ub MeH-
IIIMKOBA.

Anna MoaHHOBHA, BCA IpoyKa OT BOJIHEHUS],
IIOZOIIIAa K OKHY ¥ pPe3KUM JBIPKeHHEM pacliax-
HyJIa ero.

- 0O!- cTOHOM BBIpBaJIOCHE y Hee. — Kakoi



y’Kac, Kak BCe 3TO HU3KO, rafko!.. — TeIlyIbIi Be-
Tep, BOPBABIINCHE B KOMHATYy, 3auUrpasl ILJIaMe-
HeM CBeuyel B KaH[ess16pax U IBIIIHON IIpHUyYec-
KO IIapCTBEHHOM ILJIEHHUIILI. — THI IIpaB, TEHI
mnpas, Ilerp MuxaijioBu4, — IIpoJoJDKaja OHa, —
rope TeM, KTO HOCHT TOPHOCTaeBble MAaHTHH!..
CKOJIBKO [psA3r, XUTPBIX HHTPUT CILIeTaeTcd
KJIYOKOM BOKPYT HUX!..

becTy)XeB, IIOJJOM/ K T'epIIoOTHHE, IIPOU3HEC:

—He cepgureck Ha MeHs, AHHA... Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTB, 3@ TO, UTO g pPacKpblI BaM Bce 3TO0. S He
cuUTaJI cebd B IIpaBe JleprKaTh Bac BO ThMe HeBe-
HeHUs.

— Cepputhbcsa? Ha Te6a? Bor ¢ Toboi! — Boc-
KJIMKHYyJa AHHa MoaHHOBHA. — S Tebs 6srarofa-
PUTE mospxHA, IleTp MuxarniaoBud. 1 sHal: ecau
9TO CIyYUTCS, — ThI OyZellb [IePBBIM U3 IIePBBIX.
Hy, yeM g BHHOBHA, YTO OH ITOHPABHJICA MHe?
Pa3Be g — He JKeHIIMHA? Pa3Be g MOry 3akasaTb
MOeMy CepAlly: MOJIYY, He PBUCH, IIOTOMY YTO
THI — [JapeBHAa, FePIIOTHHA...

Pe3skuli CBUCT JoHecCcd W3 IJIyOMHBI I1apKa
3aMKa. becTy’keB 3aXJIOITHYJI OKHO.

—Yrto 3T0? — OTIIAaTHY/Iach AHHA FloaHHOBHA.

— Hpute B Bail «6og0ap», Ballla CBETJIOCTh! —



OTBETHJI Pe3uieHT. — TOT YeI0BeK, KOTOPOI'O MBI
JKIeM, IIPUOBLI. — 9TO ero CUrHal.

BectyxeB moBes1 AHHY Mlo0aHHOBHY 710 O6yya-
pa, a 3aTeM OBICTPO BBIIIIEIL.

TanHoe ceupaHune Mopuua
CakcoHckoro ¢ AHHon MoaHHOBHOM

HHa HMoaHHOBHA, OIIEPIIHCHL HA BBICOKYIO

CIIMHKY KpecJa, 3aCThlla B KAKOM-TO 6e3Mep-
HO-)XYTKOM, HEMOM O>KUTaHUH.

«Koro sto oH npurjacuia? KTo 3TOT TauH-
CTBEHHBIN I'OCTH?» — IIPOHOCUJIOCH B TOJIOBE Tep-
IIOTMHY, BKOHEIl M3MYYeHHON TsDKeJbIM pPasro-
BOpPOM co cBouM IleTpoM MuxaisoBuueM becTy-
SKeBBIM.

/lBepb Oy/yapa IIOPBIBUCTO pacllaxHysIach.

ITepBEIM BoIlles1 becTy>keB, 3a HUM IIOPBIBU-
CTOM IIOXOZKOM BBICOKHUI, CTPOMHBIA UeJIOBEK,
3aKyTaHHBIU BeCh B UepPHBI IIJIAlLl,

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa B3porHyJia. besobpasHas
MBICJIb, UTO €ee, OBITH MOXKeT, IIPUIlles] YOUTH Ka-
KOU-HUOY/Ib HaeMINUK, IIPOHU3aJIa BCe ee Cyllle-
CTBO.



—Bama cBeTJIOCTBH! — TOPKECTBEHHO BO3IJIa-
cus bectykeB. — Kak ropMapiiias Ballero 1Bopa,
s IIPUHSAJI CMEJIOCTD IIPUIJIACUTE CIOZA JJIs1 COBe-
IIaHU ero BBICOYECTBO IIpuHIlA Mopuiia Cak-
COHCKOTO.

[TpUOBIBIINHI 6BICTPO COPOCHII C Ce6sI ILIAL.

B3mox obJieryeHus U 6e3yMHOM PaZjoCTH BBHI-
pBaJsica U3 rpyau AHHEI MOaHHOBHEI.

— AX, Ballle BBICOYECTBO... BBI?! — BOCKIHKHY-
JIa OHa.

A BBICOKMH, KpacHBBIM, B pPa330JI0YeHHOM
MyHupe Mopuiy CakCOHCKHI IIOPBIBHUCTO OILY-
CTHJICA IIepef, Hell Ha OJHO KOJIEHO B OCTOPOXK-
HO-TIOUTHUTEJIbHO II0J{HEC ee PYKYy K I'ybaMm.

- O, Bama cBeTJIOCTh! CerogHALIHUN Beyep —
CUACTJIMBEHIIININ B MOeH )KU3HU: I BIDKY Bac... —
IBUIKO IIPOM3HEC IIpeTeHAeHT Ha KypudHiackoe
repIiorcTBO.

B 3T0#1 UpesMepHOM IIOPBIBUCTOCTH YYBCTBO-
BaJIOCH OOJIbIIle TeaTPaJIbHOCTH, IIOZ/eIbHOMI
addexTany, yeM HCTUHHOIO PHIIAPCTBA.

Ho He AHHe l0aHHOBHe, B3BOJIHOBAHHOM pa-
IOCTBI0 HEOKUJJAHHOIO CBUIAHUA U BOOOIIIE, 110
CBOMCTBY CBOel Irpy60BaTON HaTYpPHl, He IIOHU-
MaBIIleXl TOHKOCTEH, OBLIO IIOHSITh, IIOAMETUTH



3TO.

OHa HHU3KO CKJIOHWJIach K Mopuity[3] u Bo-
IIpeKU 3TUKeTy ropsvo IIoliesioBaja ero B J00.

BecTy)XeB KallIIHYJI U BMeIIaJICA B 3Ty «TPO-
raTeJLHYIO BCTpeUy»:

— Barre BricouecTBO! BBl BOOPY>KEHEI C HOT 10
TOJIOBBI? OTHU IIMCTOJIETHI... — Pe3sUieHT yKasall
Ha map$ MyHaUpa Mopuna, 3a KOTOPLIM OBLIN
3aTKHYTEHI IBa IIHMCTOJIETA.

[To604YHBIM CHIH KOPOoJId ABrycra II BCIBIXHYJI.

—UYTo [es1aTh, Ballle IIPEBOCXOUTEILCTBO, €C-
JIY 37lecb, B MUTaBe, Ha CBOer0 OYZAYIIero repio-
ra cobuparTcd OXOTUTHCS, KaK Ha Belpsd WIH
OUKOro KabaHa, — pasfgpakeHHO BBHIPBaJIOCh ¥
Hero.

— Kaxk? - BckosibIXHyJ1ach AHHaA MloaHHOBHA. —
BrI, Ballle BBICOUECTBO, IIOBepraeTech 3ecCh Ta-
KOM OIIaCHOCTH?

TpeBora Bir06JIEHHOM >KeHIIMHBI 3a3Bydasia
B I'0JIOCE TepPIIOTUHMU.

—/la, ma, BaIma cBeTJ/IOCTh! — 0TBeTHMJI MOPHIL.-

— BaM [10/DKHO OBITH U3BECTHO, KaKOe CUJIbHOe
IIPOTHUBOJEMCTBUE BCTpeuaeT B [leTepbypre moe
JKeJlaHUe cIesiaThbes reprioroM KypussHICKUM. A
BEBI 3HaeTe, UTO B IIOJIUTHKE BCe CpelCcTBa XOPO-



LI ¥ JOIIyCTUMEI, Pa3 OHH BeAyT K OIIpefieJIeH-
HOM 11esik. [I09TOMy MHe IIPUXOAUTCA OBITH 30D-
KHM, OXpaHss CBOI KU3HE.

U Mopury CaKCOHCKUH, 3TOT T'eHUAaJIbHBIY I10-
JIMTUYECKUM AaBaHTIOPUCT C «HEYUCTOM Iiap-
CTBEHHOM KPOBBIO», TOP/IEIUBO OTKHHYJI TOJIOBY
Hasap,.

AnnHa HMoaHHOBHA COBCeM IIPOCTOZAYIITHO 3a-
JIro60BasIach UM.

— 4 moJiaras 6bl, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, YTO €I0 BEI-
COUYeCTBY He MelllasIo 65l IIOAKPEeIIUTh CBOX CUJIBI
60KaJIoM L06pOro CTaporo ImoJabCKOI0 Meja U
30JIOTUCTOTO0 TOKaMCKOIo? — 06paTHUICI K CBOEH
II0BeJIUTeJIbHULIe XUTPOYMHBIN ropmapiuas bec-
TY>KeB.

- AX, ;ma, ga! Crmacu6o Tebe... BaM, [letp Mu-
XanJIOBUY, UTO BBl HAIIOMHUJIM MHE O MOUX 005-
3aHHOCTSIX TOCTEIIPUHMMHOM X035IMKH, — 3aCyeTH-
Jacb AHHa MoaHHOBHAa, IIOC/IE Yero II0BEpHY-
JIaCh K H3dIHeHIleMy IIPUHIYy MOpPHIY U C IIO-
IBITKOM Ha KOKeTCTBO CIIPOCHJIA: — BEI He OTKa-
JKeTech, Ballle BEICOYECTBO?

MopHuIl, IpH>KaB PYKY K CEPALLY, IIPOU3HEC:

—Ho TOJIBKO C OAHUM YyCJIOBHEM, Ballla CBET-
JIOCTb...



— C xakum xe?

—YTOOHI 1, Balll CKPOMHBIU pHBIIIaphb, YOCTO-
UJICSL BBICOKOM YeCTU BBIIIUTH IIepBbIN KyOOK U3
BalllUX PYK, — C I1ap0oCcoM, HU3KO CKJIOHSSACH, BOC-
KJIUKHYJ MopHII.

BecTy>xeB Ha/IiI iBa KyOKa Me[ia.

— A cebe? — 6pocuiia eMy IrepIioruHs.

—TaMm, roe IUIeMIHHHIIA HUMIIepaTOpa H3BO-
JIUT YOKaThCA C CBIHOM KOpPOJId, KYOKY IIPOCTOIO
CMEePTHOI0, He aBIYCTeMHIIIero, HeT MeCTa, — IIO-
YTUTEJIbHO CKJIOHUJICS becTyXeB.

U, ecsin 651 AHHa lMoaHHOBHA ObLIa YYThb-
4yTh IIOIIPOHHUIlaTeJbHee, OHa 3aMeTuja OBl
UPOHUYECKYI0 YCMEIKY, TPOHYBIIYIO YIJIbI I'y0
JIOBKOTO I1apefBOpIia.

BecTy>XeB CKpBLICA 38 IOPTHEPOU.

AnHa MloaHHOBHA IIPOTSAHYJIa KyOOK MopHuity.

—3a YTO ’Xe MBI BBIIIbEM, Ballle BBICOYeE-
CTBO? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CIIPOCHUJIA OHA.

—A Kaxk OBl BBl JymMaJsy, Ballla CBETJIOCTH? —
IPOTHYBIIIMM I'0JIOCOM OTBETHUJI BOIIPOCOM Ha BO-
IIPOC OH M BITHJICA JOJITMM, IIPUCTAJIBHBIM, TOPS-
IITUM B3IJIAJIOM B JIMIIO TePIIOTHHU.

Ta comtesia. I 6eCKOHEYHO JKYTKO CTaJIOo «H3-
MaMJI0BCKOM» IjapeBHe, reproruHe KypiisaH-



CKOM, 1 0eCKOHEYHO CJIaJ0CTHO.

«AX, 9TOT B3rJIA4!.. Kak OH IyigguT Ha MeHA!» —
BCe TaK U 3aIlejI0 U 3aJIMKOBaJIO B HEU.

A U110 Yy’Ke3eMHOTI0, CKa30YHOT0 «IIPBIHIIa»
Bce OJIMDKe U OJIDKe CKJIOHSIIOCH K Heli, a roJIoc,
6apxXaTHBIM, HeKHbBIN, TaK U JIULJICI B TYIIY.

— BbI MoJytuMTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTH? XOPOIIO, s
Jlep3Hy CKa3aThb BaM, 3a UTO i II0AbIMAI0 MOM KY-
6ok. CiymraiTe >Ke, Ifapuna moeut aymu!l. Bel
IepsKUTEeCh PYKOM 3a OJHY YacTh I'ePI[OICKOU KO-
POHBI, HO JIpyras 4acTh 3TOM KOPOHBI CBOOOMHA,
OHa Kak Obl BUCUT B BOo3ayxe. 11 BaM OJHOM TH-
JKeJIo feprKaTth ee. [IpaBma?

—IIpaBma... — ejie CJIBIIIHO CJIETEJIO C YCT AH-
HbI 0aHHOBHEL

— BrI 3a/ipIXaeTech 371eCh, Jleprka OJHY KOpO-
Hy. [la?

-Ja...

— U1 BOT gBJIsIeTCd K BaM UeJjIOBEK, KOTOPOMY
JeHb Y HOYb CHUTCA Balll JUBHBIA 06pas. 3TOT
4JeJIOBEeK TOBOPUT BaM: «BaMm He ciiefiyeT caMoi
Iep>KaTb KOPOHY HaJ COO60M; HAZ0, YTOOBI ApY-
TOU [epsKajsl ee HaJ Ballled IIPeJIeCTHOH, IIap-
CTBEeHHOM rosioBKoM. I103B0JILTE, UTOOLI I 00JIET-
4l Bally pabory...» CKa)KuTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTb,



4TO Bbl OTBETHJIN OBl 9TOMY UEJIOBEKY?

Pyka AHHBI 0aHHOBHBI, Jep>KaBIllasi Ky0OoK,
CHJIBHO JpOo’KaJia.

—Sl... — C TpyZAOM BBDKHMas U3 cebs CJI0Ba, Ha-
yasa OHa. — ... ckasaja OBl 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY:
«4TO0 7K, IOMOTUTE MHe, II0Zep>KUTe KOPOHY Ha-
10 MHOH ! »

—A?! Tak?!. Hy, B TaKkOoM cJjy4ae s TOpZ0, CMe-
JIO TIOJHUMAar MOM KyOOK 3a Hallle COBMEeCTHOe
cuactbe! O AHHa, AHHA!

JIUKYIOIIUM BO3IJIaC IIPOHeCCsS II0 Heb0JIb-
LII0M TOCTMHOM MPAaYHOI'0 KeTJIEPOBCKOIO 3aMKa,
U Mopuly, 3a/III0M OCYIIUB KyO60K MeJa, OpPOCHII-
¢ K IUIeMsHHHUIle Beyinkoro Ilerpa U ¢ cuion
IIpHKaJl ee K CBOeH I'PyIH.

BelreHbIM IpajioM IOCHINIAJIUCH IIOIEJIYU Ha
ee JIUIIO, ee TPYIb, ee OTKPBIThIE PYKHU.

—Mosg! Mog! Mosg HeBecTa, M0s1 OyAylias rep-
oruHa Kypisgaackad. Le due Frederick Wilhelm
est mort, vive le due Moritz de Saxe![4] — IBIIIKO
npousHec MopHuir.

— MMJIBIA MOM... MHJIBIH... — JIelleTaJla CJIOBHO
B 6peny AHHa MoaHHOBHa. — S BCe »Kjajla TaKo-
r'0 IIPUHIIA, KOTOPBIN IIpPHUIlles OB KO MHe, CKyyYa-
I0IIlel 3aTBOPHUILE, U BBISBOJIMJI OB MEeHS U3 I10-



CTBLJIOTO 3aKJIIOYeHUs. M BOT ABUJICA THI, TAKOU
TOPZBIi, CUJILHBIN, CMeJIbIH...

ITopThepa 3altieBeuack.

- W g cMmes1o oTmar Tebe MO PyKy! — ropssdo
CKasajia repLjoruHg. — Mo MopHII, MO [OJITO-
KIaHHBIN )KEHUX!..

IlopThepa pacraxHyJjach, ¥ B TOCTUHYIO BO-
mres1 becTy’keB.

AnnHa lMoaHHOBHaA IIOPBIBUCTO BBICBOOOHU-
Jlach U3 06baTHUN Mopuija CakcoHCKOro. Ee suiio
IIBLJIAJIO0 PYMSAHIIEM c4dacThbsd. OHa CO CUACTIUBOM
yJABIOKOM MOAOIIIa K CBOEMYy ropmapiuany u
IPepPBIBUCTEIM OT BOJIHEHUS TOJIOCOM PaZoCTHO
IIPOrOBOpPHIIA:

—ITosgpaBk HAC, [Tetp MuxaiyioBuu!

3a Hero 1ogoiresa 1 Mopuir.

—/la, fa, Hall J0OpPBIM, BEPHBIU APYI, — CKa-
3aJl OH, — BCe KOHYEHO: BBl BUJIATeE IIepe] CO6010
JKeHHUXa U HeBeCTy, becTyeB.

Jumo pesuzieHTa U rodpmapimasa ObBLIO Gec-
CcTpacTHO. HU ovH MYCKYJI He POrHYJI Ha HEM.

— Balmre BBICOUECTBO, CeHMM eIlje He COCTOSLI-
cs... Ellle HeM3BECTHO ero pellleHUe, — CIIOKOMHO
IIpOH3HeEC OH.

Anna MoaHHOBHA OTIIAaTHYJACh. Kpacka rHe-



Ba 6pocuiack e B JIUIIO.

—Ilerp MuxaiioBuu! Tbl 3abbiBaemmbcsa? O
4eM ThI TOBOPHUINL? IIpU 4yeM TyT ceiM, pas 4, g
JKejlal0 3TOro?! — BOCKJIHKHYyJIA TepIOTHUHA U
THEBHO TOIIHYJIa HOT'OH.

— VBBEI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, BBl He BOJIbHBI U30U-
paTh KOro 6sl TO HU OBLIO B Teplioru KypissHz-
CKHe, — YCMeXHYJICA becTyKeB.

—Ho Bexs 3aBTpa BCe 3TO PeIIMNTC, Ballle
IIPEeBOCXOUTENILCTBO, — CMYTHJICI MOpHIL. —
[IosBosIbTE, pa3Be K BaM He SIBWICA TIeHe-
paj-KpUrc-KoMuccap JUTOBCKOr0 Borcka Kapir ¢
BE€PUTEJILHBIM ITHCHbMOM OT JIMTOBCKOI'O reTMaHa
[ToTesd K KypJIIHACKUM 06ep-paTam?

—/1a, OH OBLJI y MeH4.

—Tak B ueM xe fes10? PasBe ob6ep-paThl II0M-
IOyT IIPOTHUB SICHO OIIpeJieIEeHHBIX MHCTPYKIIHUI?

—He moiayT, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — HEBO3MY-
THUMO IIpojoJDKal becTyxeB. — S, CO CBOEH CTO-
POHEIL, c/iesial BCce BO3SMOXKHOE... boJsiee TOroO, 51 He
COMHEBAKCh, YTO 3aBTpPa CEeMM IIPOBO3IJIACHUT
Bac cBouM repriorom. Ho... — becTykeB, I/ B
yiiop Ha AHHY MoaHHOBHY, TOKOHUYUI: — Ho He
3abniBaiiTe IleTepOypra, He 3abbIBailiTe MeHIIIH-
KOBa.



-5 ycMmupro aToro Imopjoro paba!- IHeBHO
BOCKJIMKHYJIa TepIIOTHHI-IIapeBHa.

—IIpemgocTeperaro Ballly CBETJ/IOCTh: II0KA OH —
BCeCWJIeH, — YKJIOHYKWBO OTBeTHJI becTy>KeB.

AxHa HMoaHHOBHaA XO0TeJla UTO-TO OTBETHUTH,
HO BJpPYI ee GPM/UIMAHTOBas KOPOHA, IIPUKpeII-
JIeHHas: K BBICOKOM, IIBIIITHOM IIpUYecKe, COpBa-
JIach U yIiaja Ha II0JI.

Mopury 6pocuiics IOJHUMATE ee, HO OB IIpe-
oyupesxzaeH becTy)XeBeIM. IlociefHUN IIOMHSAII
KOPOHY U I10/1aJI TePIIOTHHE.

CyeBepHass AHHa lMoaHHOBHa IIOGJIe/iHeIa,
Kak II0JIOTHO.

—YTO 3TO... YTO 3TO JOJ/DKHO 03HAYaTh?... —
THXO, YIIABIIIUM I'0JI0COM IIPOIIeITasaa OHa.

-0, He mIpumaBaiTe, MO Aoporas HeBecCTa,
CJIUIIKOM OOJIBIIIOTO 3HAYEHUS 3TOMY HUUTOX-
HOMY ¢axTy! — IBJIKO BOCKJIUKHYJ Mopwuii Cak-
COHCKUIA.

— PasyMeercs, pasymeeTcs, — IIOATAKHYJI bec-
Ty>XeB. — ['ojIoBa Ballled CBETJIOCTU He MOXKeT
OCTaThCs 6€3 KOPOHHI.

AnHe MoaHHOBHe, BBIIIUBIIeH /1Ba KyOKa, BU-
HO OpOCHUJIOCH B I'OJIOBY.

-4 3Halo, YTO 3a MHOM MHOTHe OeraroT, HO SI



X04y caMa pacIopsbKaTbCs CBOeM CyAbOOM! -
pesko mpousHecsa oHa. — MHe He HY>XKHO BallliX
CTaBJIEHHBIX )KEHUXOB...

—Bala cBeTJIOCTB... — CTPOTO IIPOM3HEC Tod-
MapImas.

—/Ja, ra, ma! Tel CapIIIUIIb 310, [leTp Muxaii-
JIOBUY?! — y>Ke T'PO3HO, GellleHO JOKOHYMJIA Tep-
IJOTUHA.

B nBephk roCTUHOM pasfgasics CTyK. Ha cekyHay
BCe KaK OBl OllelleHesIH.

— KT0 3T0?... —IIepBasd CIIpocuia repIioruH4.

BecTy)XeB CIIOKOMHO BoIlles B 6yayap AHHBI
HMo0aHHOBHBI U BHIIIEJ OTTyAd C YEePHBIM ILIa-
mom Mopuria CakCOHCKOTO.

— OfeHbTe ero Ha cebs, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, 3a-
KyTauTech B HEr0 XOPOIIIeHbKO, — TUXO I10-$ppaH-
IIy3CKHU IIpou3Hec becTyskeB, I1ogaBas 1ial Mo-
puny. — MHorzma ObIBAIOT CJIy4dad, KOIJa HHKOT-
HUTO JIy4llle OTKPBITOTO 3abpasia. A BEIMTU BaM
OTCIO/Ia HEKY/A.

[IpeTeHeHT Ha KYPJISAHICKUN IIPeCTOJI OBICT-
PO 3azpalpoBasicd B ILIALL, CIIYyCTUB KaIlIOIIIOH
Ha JIUIIO.

BbectyskeB 11ofo11es1 K IBepH, B KOTOPYIO CTY-
4Jajy, U OBICTPO, HAaCTeXKb, PACKPBLI 06€ I10JI0BU-



HEI ee.

Ha mopore cTosia ropMericTeprHa ee CBeTJIO-
cTU AHHBI MoaHHOBHBEI 6apoHecca 3dyb3a GOH
KiroreHay, KpacuBas, yKe IIOKUJIast KeHII[UHA C
XHUIITHBIM U XUTPBIM BBIpa’KeHHeM JIUIIa.

—4YTo BaM HaZ[0? — HECKOJILKO B3BOJTHOBAHHO
U rpy60 6pocuiia CBOeH IIPHUIBOPHOU II0-HEMell-
KU AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

— IIpuHoOIIYy THICAYY U3BHMHEHUI Ballleil CBeT-
JIOCTH, YTO OCMeJIMBalCh OeCIIOKOUTH Bac, HO
TOCIIOUH 06ep-KaMep-tIoHKep BUPOH foMoraeTcs
BUJIETh BacC I10 Ba)KHOMY [ieJly, — OBICTPO IIPOTO-
BOpHMJIa TopMeNCTepUHa.

AnHa MHoaHHOBHa HeJOBOJIBHO CABHHYJIA
O6poBH; BecTy>KeB 3aKyCHJI I'y0y.

—4YT0 eMy Haz0? — HeyZJauHO BBIPBAJIOCH Y ee
CBETJIOCTH.

— OGep-KaMep-IOHKep [BOpa Balllell CBEeTJIO-
CTH He CUMUTaeT MeHs B UMCJIe CBOUX KOHQU/EH-
TOK U IIOTOMY He IIOBepsieT MHe CYIITHOCTH pas-
TOBOPOB C Balllel CBETJIOCTHIO, — 3aIlyTaHHBIM
HeMeIIKUM IIepHOZiOM 3JI00HO-TOP>KeCTBYIOIIE
OTBeTHJIa IIPUABOPHAasA TepLiOTUHU KypusaHn-
CKOM, IIpAYeM B3IJISAZ ee OBICTPBIX, OCTPBIX IJIa3
He CXO/[IWJI C 3apallupOBAHHON YepHOU QUTYPHL.



—Tak B ueM Ke [ejio, Ballla CBETJIOCTBL? —
BcTaJ bectyxeB. — Eciii BUpOHY Hafio 4TO-THU60
COOOIITUTH Balllell CBeTJIOCTH, IIyCTh OH BOMJET.
[Ipocute ero, Jyro6esHass G6apoHecca!— BJIACTHO
OTZla/l OH IIpUKa3 ropMelcTepHHe, 3axyAalon
BJIOBe O/THOT'O M3 MUTaBCKUX 6apOHOB.

Uepes CeKyHAY-APYIYI0 B TOCTHUHYIO BOIIIeJI
CpefHero pocra, CKJIOHHBIN K II0JIHOTe, YeJI0BEK
B IIPUABOPHOM MyHMpe. ETo U0 Hesb3s ObLI0
Has3BaThb KPaCHUBBIM, 38 UCK/IIOUEHHUEM IJIa3, B KO-
TOPBIX CBepKaIM KaKasg-TO CKpPBITas, BHYTPEH-
HAd CWJIa, U TJIaBHOe, II0pasuTe/IbHAas CaMOyBe-
PEHHOCTE.

Ero pBmKeHUs OBUIN JIOBKH, CMeJIBI, e/IBa JIU
He II0BeJIMTeJbHBIMU. HecMOTpdg Ha TO UTO B
HeM He BUJHeJIOCh HU HOTHl apUCTOKpPATHU3MA,
«IIOPOAEI», OH KaK-TO HEBOJIbHO IIPUBJIEKAJI K Ce-
6e BHUMaHUe.

— O4eBUJHO, IIPOU3OLLIO YTO-IUO0 UpPE3BHI-
4allHO Ba)KHOe, J100e3HBI BUpPOH, eciau BHI
JepsHy/IH YTPYKAATh ee CBEeTJIOCTh B TaKOH
HEYPOUHBIA Yac? — BBINIPSIMUIICI becTykeB BO
BeChb POCT IIepeJ; CBOMM CTaBJIEHHUKOM.

BUpOH, HU3KO IIOKJIOHUBIIUCH TepIIOTHHE, C
YJIBIOKOM II0CMOTpeJI Ha becTy’xeBa X OTBETHIIL:



—Bpl He omIMOJIMCH, Ballle BBICOKOIIPEBOCXO-
IUTeJBbCTBO... Ho, pasymeeTcs, eci 6Bl g 3HAJL,
4TO y ee CBeTJIOCTH HaXOAUTCA ee TopmMapIall,
He MHHYJ OBl Bac 3a paspellleHHeM IIpe[CTaThb
Iepes ee CBETJIOCTHIO.

BUpOH TOBOPHJI HEIIPaBHUJILHO, C CHJIBHBIM
aKIeHTOM.

— U cpesanu 661 XOPOII0, MO MUJIBIN BUPOH,
TaK KaK y ee CBeTJIOCTH HaXOAWUTCS NOKTOp. Ee
CBETJIOCTh He3/lopoBa.

—YTOo BBl XOTeJIH... — Havasa ObLJIO IepIioTH-
HA.

Ho BupoH ¢aMUIBAPHO IIepebull ee:

— Ax, Bama CBeTJIOCTh, Y Bac AOKTOp? biaro-
napure cyaboy!

—Ilociymaiite, BupoH!.. — BCOBIXHYJI becTy-
JKeB.

—AX, ocTaBbTe, Ballle BBLICOKOIIPEBOCXO/HU-
TeJIbCTBO! — BCe TaK >Ke IIpeyBeIMYeHHO I'POMKO
U pasBsISHO IIPOAOJDKaJ obep-KaMep-FOHKep. —
Bo-iepBBIX, MOS yeXaBIllasg CecTpa IIUIET BaM
CBOM IIOKJIOH, @ BO-BTOPLIX, 1 IIPO/I0JDKA0 HACTa-
HUBaTh, YTO g UPe3BLIYANHO Pajl, UTO Y ee CBETJIO-
CTHU HAXOJJUTCSA JOKTOP.

IIpu coBax «Mos cecTpa IUIeT BaM ITOKJIOH»



becTy’keB H3MEHUJICA B JIUIIE.

—A... a Ha 4TO BaM IIOHaAOOHJICI JOKTOp? —
OBICTPO OIIpaBMJICA OT eJle 3aMeTHOI'0 BOJIHEHUS
pesueHT U ropMapIal.

— Jlesio B TOM, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, UTO Ballla JIIO-
6umas Jomanas Mapkusa IloMmazyp cepbesHO
3axBopasia. 3Had, KakK BBI, Ballla CBETJIOCTH, JIO-
OuTe ee, s pelINICA IIOTPEBOXKUTH Bac B CTOJb
o3HUM yac. Ho, MoKeT ObITh, 3TO K JIyUIlIeMY?
Mo>keT OBITh, IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUM 3/1eCh OKTOP
He OTKakKeT B MUJIOCEPIUU GeHOMY >KUBOTHO-
Mmy?

Mopurn, Bckoumi. Kpai ero Iwiaia pacrax-
HYJICS U 00Ha KT OJIECTAIIUN MYHIUP.

— Hartert! — sarpemesnr Mopuil. — EciIH THI -
KOHIOX, TaK ThHl JOJDKEH 3HAaTh, UTO >KHUBOTHBIX
JleyaT He Te LOKTOpa, KOTOpPHIe JleyaT JIF0eid.

BUpOH cMepTesbHO I106J1efHEesI U OTIIaTHY.JI-
cA.

IJTO CJIOBO «KOHIOX», CIyUallHO BELIpPBaBIlleecs
y IIPUHIIa U OPOIIIeHHOe IIPSMO B JIUII0 06ep-Ka-
Mep-I0HKepy, ObLJI0 PaBHOCUJIBHO /IS TOTO Y7a-
py XJpicTa, IIoTOMy 4uTO bupoH (bupeH) He mor
II0XBAaCTaThCA 3HATHOCTHIO ITPOUCXOKIEHUS: OH
OBLI CBIH HUSIIIEro CJIy>Kalllero IIpy ABOpe IIpex-



HuX KeTtiiepos.

— 3a 1omo6HOe oCKOp6JyIeHre BBHI JaguTe MHe
caTUCAKIUIO! — ITlepeXBauyeHHBIM OT OellleHCTBa
T0JIOCOM IIPOXpHITes] BUPOH.

— 5?1 Tebe? /la THI, II0OE3HBIN JIOMIATHUK, C
yMa colles! — pacxoxoTajacss MopHIl, HO BAPYT
CIIOXBAaTHJICA U IIOBEPHYJICA K IrepIjoTuHe: — IIpo-
CTHUTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, YTO B BallleM BBICOKOM
IIPUCYTCTBUU 51 II03BOJIMJI Ccebe IIPOM3HECTH
HECKOJILKO Pe3KHX CJIOB IIO0 aJpecy 3TOro IIIyTa.
Ho ero HaxaJIbCTBO B30PBAJIO MeHS.

BUpOH He CBOJAMJI IOPSIIero THeBOM B3opa C
Juna AHHBEI NI0OaHHOBHEI. A Ta COBCEM pacTeps-
JIach, He 3HaJIa, YTO e /ies1aTh, KaK IIOCTYIIUTh.

Ty TSDKEJIYI0 ClieHy OKOH4YMII becTyskeB. OH
3asgBUIL:

-4, Kaxk ropmapiiaj ABOopa ee CBETJIOCTH,
IIPUHUMAK Ha ce6s1 MHCCHUIO BBIACHUTBL 3aBTpa
JKe I 060I0HOTO COIVIallleHWs TO IledasbHoe
HeJopasyMeHHe, KOTOPOe TOJIBKO YTO IIPOH30-
IIJIO. A IIOKa, OIIATh-TAKM KakK ropmapias, s Xo-
4y HAIlOMHHUTH, YTO B HACTOSAIIYI0 MHHYTY ee
CBETJIOCTHL HY’KIaeTcs B II0Koe. [JOKTOpP, MBI MO-
’KeM OTIIPaBUTLCSA ¢ BaMU BMecTe. /[0 CBUIaHUS,
TOCIIOAMH BHUPOH, 3aBTpa MBI YBUIUMCH.



BupoH, HUKOMY He IIOKJIOHUBIIHCH, BBIIIIE]I
U3 TOCTUHOM.

becTy’keB, HU3KO CKJIOHHUBIIIUCE IIepes IrepIio-
TWHEeY, II0111eJI B ee Oyayap.

— CienyiiTe 3a MHOIO, Ballle BEBICOYECTBO, —
THUXO LIeITHYJI OH IIPUHITY U CKPBLICA B Oyyape.

MopHuIy IIOpBIBUCTO 00HSI AHHY I0aHHOBHY.

—HWrak, moporasg AHHA, BCe KOHUEHO? BEI CO-
IJIaCHBI OBITH MOeM KeHOM? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

—/Jal.. — CYaCTJIMBBIM IIIEIIOTOM BBLIPBAJIOCH Y
TepIOTHHU.

-0, B TaKOM cJIy4ae g 6yy TOpZi0 U cMeJio 6o-
POThECA 3a KOpoHY! 3HaeTe JIM BbI, KAKHE CHJIBI
TasATCA BO MHe, KaK 6€3yMHO Iop/i ¥ 4eCTOJII06UB
s, KaK s BJIafiel0 INIaroi U KakKoW s BeJIUKHUUI
IIOJIKOBO/IEIT?

—Bamre BrICOUeCTBO, Itopal.. — IIOCJ/BIIIAJICA
roJioc becty>xeBa u3 byzayapa.

—IIpomtaiite, AHHa, MOs Joporasg HeBecCTa,
HeT, HeT: 10 CBUIaHUA! — BOCKJIUKHYJI MOpPHIL.

Korpa oH BMecTe ¢ beCTyKeBBIM VIIETI, § AH-
HBI I0aHHOBHEI BEIPBAJIOCH BOCKIHIIaHHE:

— HakoHen-To cuacThbe ysbl6aeTcss U MHe!..



11
UepHble Tyum

UTaBa JIMKOBAaJIA.

ITocsiemHee 3aceaHue ceriMa 03HaMEHO-
BaJIOCh COOBITHEM OTPOMHOM Ba)KHOCTU: II0/aB-
JIIIOIIUM OOJIBIIIMHCTBOM TOJIOCOB OBLI M30paH
HOBBIU TepIIoT, U 3TUM I'epI[OrOM OKa3aJscsa rpad
Mopury, CaKCOHCKHIA.

Tuxue, OyKOIMUYECKHUe YJIUIBI U IUIOIIAAU
CTapOHEMEITKOI'0 TOPOJKa PacCIBETUIUCH SIPKOU
WIJIIOMUHAITUEH.

—/la sapaBcTByeT Treprior! /Jla 3gpaBCTBYeT
reprorvHg! — HeCJIMCh 10 YJINIaM I'POMKHUE BO3-
IJI1aChl.

[TouTn HU 11 KOro B MuUTaBe He SIBJISIOCH
CEeKpeToM, YTO, II0JIyYUB KYpPJSIHICKYH I'epIiOr-
CKYI0 KOpOHY, MOpHIl BO3bEMeT 3a HEU U ee IIpPU-
JlaHOe: BIOBCTBYIOIIYI0 replloruHio AHHY HMoaH-
HOBHY.

Korza aTu BO3rJIachl TOJIIIBI BOPBAJIUCH B OK-
Ha MpPAaYHOIO IepIIOICKOI0 3aMKa, AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa 3a/ipoyKaJjia OT paZl0CTHOTO BOJITHEHUS.

— OH nobemmi! OH mmobegusI, MOM KpaCHUBBIH,



6urectsainuii mpuHL, Mopury! I'me >xke oH? UTo Ke
OH He efleT KO MHe?

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, 3Ta TYy4YHAasd, PhIXJIas JKeH-
IIMHA, CJI0BHO BOJIIIeO6CTBOM IIpeo6pasuiiach.
OHa 6erasia 110 aHQUIae KOMHAT CBOEro 3aM-
Ka-TEMHHUIIBLI U BO3OY KIeHHO II1ernTaa:

— A e ke ITetp MuxaioBuu? 1 oH He eJieT.
Jla 4TO OHHU BcCe: C yMa IOCXOMWUIH, YTO Jb? — U
OHAa C KaKOMW-TO IIOPBIBUCTOCTHI0 Habpocuiach
Ha CBOK ropMencTepuHy b3y ¢oH KiroreHay.-

— Muiag 6apoHecca, BbI CJIBIIINTE 3TH KIUKU?

— /Jla, BaIia cCBeTJI0CTh...

— A 3HaeTe JIK Bbl, MHJIAS, UTO 3TO 3HAUUT?

—H3bpaHre HOBOro repiiora, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTh, — eJie 3aMeTHO YyCMeXHYyJIach IIPUABOPHAasa
rraMma.

—-H TOJBKO? - THEBHO BCIBIXHYJA AHHA
HoaHHOBHA. — BBl ommbaerech, JrobesHasg. ITO
O3HavaeT ¥ U30paHHe HapPOJOM MHe Cylpyra.

JTO HeTaKTHU4HOe, OoJjiee yeM CTpaHHOEe B
yCTaxX TepIIOTMHU U PYCCKOM IlapeBHBI BOCKJIU-
[IaHMEe II0BepIJI0 B U3YMJIEHHE YOIIOPHYI0 HEM-
KY.

—O! - TOJBKO U BBEIPBAJIOCH M3 ee YCT, CJIO-
’KEHHBIX 0AHTHUKOM.



- /Jla, na, na! — Bce 6oJiee U 6oJiee a>KUTHUPOBA-
Jacb AHHa M0oaHHOBHA, 3aKyCBIBas, II0 PYCCKOM
HaType, yauiaa. — 3HaeTe, 6apoHecca, YTO CKOpPO
y Bac Oy/ieT HOBBIU IIOBeJIUTeJIb: IIPUHI] MopHury
CakCOHCKU, reprior KypyssHACKHUM, MOM MYK.

HenpuTBOopHasg pafoCcTb OCBETHJIA JIKIIO IIO-
JKIJIOU KpacaBUIILI-TOOMENUCTEPUHBIL.

—Bamra CcBeTJIOCTE... Kakasg pafocThb!— BOC-
KJIUKHYyJIa OHAa. — Kakoe cuacTtbe! II03BOJIBETE
MHe, Ballled HIDKaUllei ciyre, IPpUHECTH BaM
Moe IIOYTHUTeJIbHelIlee 103/ipaBJieHuye!

U1 6apoHecca di1b3a ¢oH KiroreHay cxBaTuIa
PYKy AHHBI M0aHHOBHEI U IIPIDKaJa ee K CBOUM
rybam.

T'eprioruHg 6bLyIa pacTporaHa:

— Cracu6o0... I, OTKPOBEHHO T0OBOPS, He II0JIa-
rajia, 4yTo BbI TaK JIIOOMTe MeHs...

AnHa MoaHHOBHA COBCEM pasMsAIYUiIach, CJIe-
3Bl BBICTYIIMJIM Ha ee Iylasax. I B 3Ty MUHYTY
OHa rOTOBa ObLIa BCeX 00JIaCKaTh, BCEM CHeIaTh
IIPUATHOE.

Bapyr oHa BCIOMHMJIa O BuUpoHe, KOTOpPOro
BUepa TaK pe3Ko «CaZjaHyJI» ee OYAYIIUMI CYIIpPYT,
Mopur,. OHa IIOMHUMO CBOEM BOJIM BCIIOMHIJIA Te
«II1aJIOBJIUBBIE IITYTKWU», KOTOPbIe OHA I103BOJIsLIA



cebe co CBOMM MOJIOJBIM 06ep-KaMep-IOHKepOM.

— A rte OpHCT BUPOH? — GBICTPO CIIPOCHJIA OHA
ropmericrepuHy. — II030BUTE ero Croja, Jr06es-
Has 6apoHecca.

—Ero Her B 3aMKe, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — YIPIO-
Mo oTBeTHJ Ia KilroreHay, ¥ ee JIMIIO Cpasy IIOTEM-
HeJIOo.

— A rpe Ke OH?

— 41 cibllIaia, 4YTO OH I0exXaJs K o6ep-ropmap-
II1aJIy.

—A-al.. — mporaHysa AHHa MoaHHOBHA. — II0-
CTOMTe, IIOCTOMUTE, 6apoHecca, YTO 3TO BhI ILIaye-
Te? UTto c BaMu? Jla Hey>KesH... — Y AHHEI MoaH-
HOBHBI CJIOBHO Cpasy IJlada OTKpbUIUCH. OHa
IIPUBJIEKJIA K CBOEU IIMPOKOM IPyAU CBOK IIPHU-
OBOPHYI0 U JIaCKOBO CIIpOCHUJIa: - BbI Jro6ure
JpHCcTa?

Jlurto KirroreHay ITOKPBLIJIOCH I'YCTBIM PYMSIH-
IIEM.

—T'oBopuTe Xe, oTBewarTe Ha MOH BoIIpoc! —
IIpojoJpKasia gJolpoc AHHa MloaHHOBHA.

—/la, BamIa CBeTJIOCTh, g JII0OJ0 BupoHa, —
IIpU3HaJIach TOMHAas B/IOBYIIIKa-TopMecTepruHa.

«Tak BOT OHO UTO! - C yCMEIIIKOM II0AyMaJia
IIpo cebs cUaCTIMBas TepIiOTHUHA. — JTOT XBarT,



BuUpoH, ycresn BIOOUTE B ce6s 3Ty CTaperoIyro
HeMeIKyl ,,00)Kbl0 KOPOBKY”... TO-TO OHa 4a-
CTeHBKO TaK 3JI00HO IIOIJIsIIbIBaeT Ha MeHs1!»

— Hy, 4To Xe, Muag 6apoHecca, XOTUTE, 51 OY-
Iy Balllel cBaxom? — paccMmesiack AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa.

— AX, HeT, HeT, Ballla CBETJIOCTh! — B HCIIyTe
3aMaxajsia KiroreHay pykaMu. — EciId 3ToOMy
CY’KZIeHO OBITH, IIYCTh 3TO COBEPIIUTCSA CaMO CO-
60M. Brl He 3HaeTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, KAKOM 3TO
HaCTOAIIUYA My KUHHa!

—YTO ’Xe 3HAUUT «HACTOAIIUN MYKUHHAa»? —
y>Ke TPOMKO pacxoxoTajack AHHa MloaHHOBHA.

—OH TakKOM CepAUTHIM... BJIACTHBIA... OH -
JIeB... — CCHTUMEHTAJ/JILHO 3aKaTuJa IJIa3KU IIpU-
IBOPHAa jaMa reprioruHu KypissHICKOM.

* * %

VHBUIO U IIyCTO OBLIIO BO ABOPIIE ITOJTHOMOU-
HOTO pe3uzieHTa U obep-ropMapinasa [lerpa Mu-
xansoBuua becTtyxeBa.

Ilocsie cBagbOBI ero JoyepwH, KpacaBUIIHI
ArpadeHnl IIeTpOBHBI, BBILIEAIIENH 3aMyXX 3a
KHA31 Hukurty ®emopoBruya BOJKOHCKOTO, YHEI-
HHe U IIyCTOTa BOLapUIuCch TaM. Ho B IIocie[-
HUe OHU [BOpel] pes3ujeHTa OblI Hey3HaBaeM.



Kakas-To JTMXOpaflouHO-CyeTINBas KU3Hb OHia
B HeM KJIHYOM. To IIpue3’kaju Kypbepsl, I10-BHU-
OUMOMY, C BeCbMa Ba’XHBIMHU JOHECEHUSMH, TO
IpUOBIBaJIM BJUATeJbHeUIIe 06ep-paTel BO
rinase ¢ mapuiajgoMm. IToMmerneHue becTykeBa B
9THU JHU IIOXOJWJIO Ha IITab-KBapTUPY IJIaBHO-
KOMaH/YIOIIEeTO.

BecTy>XeB HepBHO pacxaKUBaJl 110 KaOUHeTY.

H3bpanue Mopurna CaKCOHCKOIO IepIiorom
KypIsgHICKHMM COBEPIIMUIOCE.

11 BecTy>KeBa 3TO He SIBUJIOCH HEOXKU/TaHHO-
CTBbI0, IIOTOMY YTO OH 06o0Jiee, 4eM KTO-JIH00
HHOM, OBLI B KypCe BBIOOPOB M CaM aKTHUBHO II0-
Mmorajs 3TomMy. Ho Temeps, KOrfa 3TO COBEPIIIH-
JIOCh, HesICHOe, HO BJIACTHOE IIPeJUyBCTBHE Ka-
KOU-TO IpsAAyIeN 6ebl U HEIIPUATHOCTEN 3aKpa-
OBIBAJIOCH B JYIIY JIOBKOI'O, XUTPOIO IapeaBop-
ra.

- A Kak B3IJIIHYT TaMm, B IleTepbypre, Ha
9TO? — IIelTaJl OH, CXBaThIBAsICh I10 IIPUBHIUKE 3a
TOJIOBY.

CeropmHg y becty>KeBa y>Ke 11o6s1Bajs1 Mopuil,

HoBounsbpaHHBIHN Ieplior IIyMHO 6J1arofapuil
ero 3a «CoJeMrCTBUe» U o6ellfajl HUKOTZA He 3a-
OBITH 9TOU YCIIYTH.



— MBI BCTpeTHMCA ¢ BaMH, becTy’KeB, ¥ AHHEI
CerofHsa BeyepoM, — CMesICh IIPOroBOpuI MopHIy
Ha IIpoIllaHue.

BbectykeBy 1opmasu 3amucky. OH pacredaras
KOHBEPT U OBICTPO IIpob6erKar IJ1asaMU COMlePrKHU-
Mmoe:

«Moti MusbId IleTp MuxaiaoBuu! UTo sKe ThI
He TOPONIHUINLCA KO MHe?... [Ipu Bcell Ba’KHOH
OKa3uM jKeslaTeJIbHO U JII00e3HO OBl /JII MeHS
ObLIO BUZIETH B MOeM 3aMKe MOero ropmapiia-
JIa».

BecTy>XeB B pasfpa>keHUU CKOMKaJI ¥ OpPOCHII
Ha I10JI 3aIIUCKY.

—lypa! 9k Kak ob6pajgoBasack!.. TOUHO IIpO-
cTrasg cTrapas [eBa, BBICKAaKHUBAaIOIAA 3aMyX...
BroBa... COCKy4uiach, pacTopoIIMIach, II0AyMa-
elllb, TOPeMBIYHAs... — 3BOHKO IIIeIITaJI OH.

B nBepb KabMHeTa pasgacs CTyK.

— BoniuTe! — THEBHO KPUKHYJI becTy>KeB.

B xabuHeT OBICTPOM, YBEPEHHOM IIOXOJKOM!
Bo1res1 bupoH.

ITpn BuAe cBOero cTaBJIEHHHKAa KO [IBOPY
CBeTJIeHIllel TepllorMHU 037100JIeH1e pe3n/ieHTa
elfe 60Jiee YCUIIUIIOCh.

—A-a... 3T0- BBI, IpPHCT HMBaHOBHUY? — CYyXO



IIPOTOBOPHJI OH.

—-Kak BHaHTe, TOCIIOAHUH 00ep-pesHfieHT U
obep-ropMapItaa! - ¢ HaCMeIIKOH B IOJI0Ce OT-
BETHUJI BBICKOYKA, CHIH IIPHUABOPHOIO KOHIOXA,
HeIIOCTIDKUMBIM  00pasoM OOpaTUBIIMMICA B
obep-KaMep-I0OHKepa. — Bbl, KakeTcs, He B iyxe?
9TO0 MeHd yAUBJAET: B MUTaBe JIMKOBaHUe, Ie-
JIoe MOpe OTrHel — U BAPYT TOT, KTO CIIOCOOCTBO-
BaJI BceMy 3TOMY, MpauHee Ty4ud. Donnerwetter!
Was soil das bedeuten, Excellenz?[5]

—YTO0 3TO 3a TOH, KOTOPBIA BEI IIPUHSAIN B I10-
cIefHee BpeMsd? — 3aTOIaJI HOTaMHU becTy’keB. —
Teriepb y>K 51 CIIPOIIY Bac: YTO JOJKHO 3TO O3Ha-
4aTh?

—ToJIBKO O[IHO: s1 YYBCTBYIO IIOf, COO0M TBep-
Y0 IIOYBY.

—HW... ¥ 1aBHO BEI CTA/IM YyBCTBOBATEH €€, JII0-
OesHBINi BUpOH? — Bechb II06arpoBesl Pe3sHUeHT
POCCHICKOTO0 JBOPa.

— C Tex caMBIX IIOpP, KaK BEI, Ballle IIPEBOCXO-
OUTEJIbCTBO, IIOPOJHUINCE CO MHOM Yepe3 MO0
CecTpy CeKpeTHBIM OpakoM, a IJIaBHOe — C TeX
II0p, KaK BBI 3aTes/IM Ballly ABOMCTBEHHYIO UIDPY
¢ I[IeTepbyprom 1o MoBOAY «KypJIIHZICKOTO Jiejia».

— bupoH! - Gel1eHO BBIpBaIOCh Y becTy keBa.



—TocronyiH pesunmeHT! — B TOH eMy OTBETHI
bupoH.

OHuU BCTa/IX APyr IPOTUB APyra, CJIOBHO ABa
CMepTeJIbHBIX Bpara, U3MepsIOluX CBOU CHJIBL,
TOTOBBIX K IIPBDKKY APYT Ha Ipyra.

—To ecThb KaK 3TO: S BMEIIAJICA B «KYPJITHI-
CKOe [1eJI0»? — IIePBBIM HapYIIWI TATOCTHOE MOJI-
yaHue becTyxeB. — He coluiu Jid BEI € yMa, MOK
JI00e3HbIN ApyT IpHCT IBaHOBUY?

— HuckoJsbko.

- Kaxk ke s1, pe3ufieHT ee BeJIM4YeCTBa, MOT ObI
obouTHCh Oe3 BMeNIaTeJbCTBa B 9TO [IeJIO, BO
IJIaBe KOTOPOTIO g CTOI0? — CIIPOCHII becTy KeB.

BUpOH HaCMeIIUBO YJIbIOHYJICS:

— Bul ripaBel, [TeTp MUXaMI0BUY, HO BBl TOJIb-
KO OJHO YIIyCTHJIY U3 BUJA: HeJb3d B OFHO U TO
’Ke BpeMd OBITh U CTPOTHMM Pe3UeHTOM-IUILIO-
MAaTOM, CBATO OTCTAHBAIOIIUM HHTEpechl PYC-
CKOTO JIBOpa, U 06ep-ropMapIiiajioM BIOBCTBYIO-
I1efl repIiOrMHY, M3HBIBAIOIIEN I10 OTCYTCTBHU
IIOCTOSIHHOTIO CyIIpyra.

CyioBa «IIOCTOAHHOIO Cylpyra» BUpoOH pesko
IOAYepKHYJI U HACMEIIUIUBO IIOTJIsA/Iesl Ha CBOEro
IIOKPOBUTeEJI.

«0ro! 3TOT ,,KOHIX”, TEeHMCTBUTEJILHO, 3a3HaJI-



csI», — O’KIJIa becTy’keBa MBICIIb.

A 3TOT «KOHIOX» HEBO3MYTHMO IIPOJ0JIKAJI:

— CiymaiTe MeHd BHUMaTeNIbHO, IleTp Mu-
XausmoBu4. /la OyeT BaM U3BECTHO, UTO BCE «MU-
TaBCKOe [[eMICTBO» M3BECTHO MHE JOCKOHAJILHO,
[0 IIOC/IeHEro IMHypa Ha 3alleyaTaHHBIX KOH-
BepTax Kypbepos.

— B camoM fresie, MOM MHJIBIM? — HACMEIILIUBO
6pocui becTykeB, U3MEHSICh IIOMUMO CBOEH BO-
JIH B JIHLIE.

—/la, 1a, yBepsdI Bac, Ballle IIPeBOCXOLUTeJIb-
CTBO!

— BuHoBaTt, IpHCT MBaHOBUY, — BAPYT KPYTO
nepebms BupoHa BecTyxeB. — OTBeTbTE MHe
TOJILKO Ha OJ{UH BOIIPOC C TOM OTKPOBEHHOCTHIO,
Ha KaKyH s, KaKeTCs, IMeI0 IIpaBo: BEI-TO, BBI-TO
Io4yeMy Tak 6JIM3KO MHTepecyeTech U IIPUHHUMa-
eTe K CEPALLY 3TO «KyPJIAHICKOe [IeJI0»?

Ha cexyHy B KabHMHeTe BOLIApPUJIOCH MOJIYa-
HUe.

—Xopol1110, 1 BaM O0TBeYy IIPIMO M OTKPOBEH-
HO, — IIpOM3HEC HaKOHel] BUpoH. — I moToMy
IIPOTHUB BCEro 3TOr0, YTO He X04Yy HUKOMY — IIO-
HHUMaeTe, HUKOMY! — 0TIaTh AHHY.

I9TO IpHU3HAHME SIBUJIOCH N0 TAaKOM CTeIleHHU



HEOKUJaHHBIM M [IUKO-CTPaHHBIM, 4TO becTy-
JKeB OYKBaJIbHO 3aMep B HeMOM HM3yMJIEHUHU.

—Yto? YTo BBl CcKasanu, BUpoH? - He Bepd
CBOMM YyIIIaM, IIpoJierieTasl IIOPa’KeHHBIN pPesu-
IeHT. — BEI 300pOBEI? B cBoeEM yMe?

BHpOH pacxoxoTascs:

— CoBepIIIeHHO 370poB! A ecyii 6BI U OBLI 60-
JIEH, TO BO BCSIKOM CJIydae He 0O0paTHJICI OBI K TO-
MY JOKTOPY, KOTOPOI'0 BBl U3BOJIMJIMU BUepa IIpU-
BECTH K ee CBeTJIOCTH. fI BeAb 3HAX0, YTO 3TO 3a
JIEUUTEJIb TeJIeCHBIX HeJLyroB, Xa-Xa-xa! C HUM s
CBe/ly CUeThl, OyibTe YBEPEHBbI!..

— AX, BBl 3HaeTe? JTO JejlaeT 4YeCTh Balllei
IIPOHUIIATEJIbHOCTH M HCKJ/IIOYAaeT BCSIKYIO BOS-
MOJKHOCTb CBeJIeHHsI MeXK[y BaMH KaKUX-JIH00
CYeTOB, — IIPOOOPMOTAJI COBCEM COUTHIM C TOJIKA
bectyxeB.

- 3TO moueMmy >Ke? — HaJMEHHO BBIIIPSIMHUIICT
«KOHIOX». — He II0OTOMY JIH, YTO OH — He TO Ipag,
He TO npuHIl? Ho, moporoi Ilerp MuxaiioBuy,
He 3a0bIBaiiTe, YTO 3TOT Irpad-IIPUHI] He HACTOS-
II[e¥ KPOBHU U YTO TAKHUX IOCIIOJ BEJIMYAIOT. ..

Peskoe, oTBpaTUTeJILHOE CJIOBO IIPO3BYyYaJio
B KabMHeTe PyCCKOI0 BeJIbMOXKH.

— Bbl 3a6rIBaeTech, BUpOH! — BCIIBIXHYJI becTy-



JKeB. — BceMy ecTs Ipejerl.

— CoBepIIIeHHO BepHO, Ballle IIPEBOCXO/H-
TeJILCTBO, — HEBO3MYTHMO IIPOJ0/DKaJI BUPOH. —
U 1epBOe, yeMy [OJ/DKEH OBITH IT0JI0KEH HeMe[:-
JIEHHO IIpefieJl, — 3TO HEeYMeCTHOMY M Ype3Mep-
HOMY JIMKOBAaHHI0 MHTAaBBHI II0 IIOBOJY KYKOJIb-
HOro H3bpaHHs 3TOr0 aBaHTIOpHUCTa MopHuIia
repuoromM. CMmotpute, IleTp MuxamioBH4, Kak
Obl [yId Bac 3TO He SBHUJIOCH PaBHOCHUJIBbHBIM
CMEPTHOMY IIPHUTOBOPY.

—Kak Tak? - IpHUBCKOYMJ Ha Kpecjie becTy-
JKeB.

—OueHb mpocto. B To BpeMda Kak B Murase
IIPOMCXOJUT JIMKOBAHHE, BO3’KHUTAIOTCI HJLIIO-
MUHaIlM¥, K MwuraBe INIpHOIMKAKTCA [ABa
HeOoKHUJAHHEIX roctd. M3 BapiaBel efieT Bacu-
Jmin JIykud JloJITOPYKUH, a K KYPJISSHACKOM Ipa-
HHIle IOJbe3KaeT caM CBeTJIEHIIHN AJeKCaHp
JaHUI0BUY MEeHIITUKOB.

becTy>KeB BCKOYHJI TaK IIOPBIBHCTO, UTO Kpec-
JIO OTJIETEJIO B CTOPOHY.

—A BEBL.. BBl OTKYyZla >Ke 3TO 3HaeTe? — IPOr-
HYBIIITUM T'0JIOCOM CIIPOCHJI OH.

BHUpOH, HaCMeIIMBO II0BeJd ILIeYaMH, OTBe-
THL.



—VY MeHs, Ballle BLICOKOIIPEBOCXOAUTEIbLCTBO,
eCThb [Ipy3bs, KOTOpPbIe COOOIAaI0T MHE HUHTepec-
Hble HOBOCTHU. Hy-c, Telepb BBl COOOpasuTe ca-
MU: [JI1 4ero Crofa efyT [Ba II0CIaHIla ee BeJu-
yecTBa EKaTepuHB! AJIEKCEeBHBI, OUH M3 KOTO-
PBIX — caM BCECHJIBLHBIM MeHIIUKOB? [[JI1 TOTO,
BBl II0JIaraeTe, 4TOOBI IIPUBETCTBOBAaTH U30pa-
Hue Mopura CakcoHCKOro? Tak BOT g U CIIEIIIHIT
K BaM, 4YTOOBI IIpeAyIIpeJUTh BaC O TeX YepPHBIX
Ty4aX, KOTOpbIe CIYIIAKTCA Hax MUTaBOM U OT-
YacTH HaJ BallleM T0JI0BOM.

—H 3TO0... 3TO BEpHO? — BCKOJIBIXHYJICA becTy-
JKeB.

— BbI MOKeTe KIaTh I10sIBJIeHUA [[0JIT0OPyKOIo
WU U3BeIeHUs OT CBETJIEHINIero KaKIAyl Ce-
KYHIy, — pe3Ko ImpousHec bupoH. — Moi1 coBeT
BaM: HeMe[JIEHHO OTHalTe paclIopsbKeHUe O
IIpeKpalleHuH WITIOMUHAIIMKY ¥ HapOJHOTIO JIH-
KOBaHUs; IIOMHUTeE, UTO BCE 3TO yUTeTCA Bam!

becTy’keB II03BOHWJI U OTHANI KpPaTKUM IIPU-
Kas:

— Tymure orHu! YUT06 HU O[HA ILIOIIKA He
ocBelrasia MOero IBOpIia...

U BCckoOpe [BOpeIr pyCCKOIO pesueHTa CTOSI
60JIBIIION YepHOU MaCCOM.



— Ecii Bce 3TO IIOATBEPAUTCHA, IPHCT IBaHO-
BUY, 1 Oy/ly CUUTATH Ce0s1 BalllUM JO/DKHUKOM, —
B3BOJIHOBaHHO IIPOroBOPHII becTyKeB.

— Mkl eme coureMcs, Iletp MuxaiioBuy... S
IIPOCHJI OBI Bac TOJILKO 00 OHOM: He CTAHOBUTH-
¢ Ha MOEM ITyTH.

HacTtynuio mosigaHue.

— BblI BoT, dpHCT IBaHOBUY, — 3aroBOPHUI be-
CTYy’KeB, — TOJILKO YTO CKasaJau OAHy ¢pasy,
CMBICJI KOTOPOH [IJI1 MeHs HesCeH, TYMaHeH: «f]
He X04y HUKOMY OTHIAaTh AHHY». Tak?

— Taxk!

—-4Yro mo/pKHA 03HauaTh 9Ta ¢pasa? Temeps
MBI HaeAyHe, MBI MOKeM TOBOPHUTHL OTKPOBEH-
HO, —IIpofoJrKai becTy>kes.

— H3BoJIbTE, 9 caM He JII06JII0 UTPaTh B IIPST-
Ku. [liig Bac, IleTp MuxaMioBU4Y, KakeTcs, He
IOJDKHO OBl OBITH CEKpeTOM, YTO ee CBETJIOCTD,
AnHa MoaHHOBHa, II0fjapuia MeHs CBOe 6J1aro-
CKJIOHHOCTBIO... [IpUmnuinmure 3T0 4yeMy YyrOLHO:
MOeH JIOBKOCTHU WU ee CKyKe, — HO paKT OCTaeT-
cs GaKToOM.

BecTy>keB U3MEeHUWJICS B JIUILIE U 3aKyCUJI I'Y0Y.

bUpoOH 3aMeTHJI 3TO.

— Bpl, MOXeT OBITH, OCy’K/IaeTe MeHd 3a TO,



4To 5 OIJIAIlIa0 TaMHY, KaKylH0 OOBIKHOBEHHO He
IIPUHATO TOBOPHUTE Ja’ke Ha HCIIOBEIH CBAIIEH-
HHKY? — CIIPOCHJI OH. — Ho, BO-IIePBEIX, BBl CAMH
HacTavBaJIM Ha IIOJIHOM OTKPOBEHHOCTH, & BO-
BTOPBIX, MBI— He IIPOCTO MY>KYHUHBI, a JIIOAU
IPHUABOPHEIE, KOTOPHIM pPaspelleHo [ejaTh Ta-
KHe XOfbl, KaKHe He [03BOJIAIOTCI IIPOCTHIM
CMEPTHBIM.

«JIOBKUH OH, 0X, JIOBKUM!» — IIPOHOCUJIOCH B
rojioBe becTy’keBa.

—HTak, 3TO COBEepIIHJIOCH, — IIPOZOJDKAJ
MeXXay TeM BUpoH. — O TOM, YTO BEI 3HaeTe 3TO,
He MOXKeT OBITb COMHeHUd. JIy4IlIMM [0Kasa-
TeJILCTBOM CJIY?KHT Ballle IIUCHMO K Balllei Jjoye-
pu ArpadeHe [TeTpoBHE BOJIKOHCKOM.

—Kak?! Be1 11 3T0 3HaeTe?

—3Haro. X0TUTe, 1 BaM Ha IIaMATh CKaXKy Ha-
4JaJjo ero? « B HeCHOCHOM IIeYasIy; ejBa BO MHe
OyX Iep>KUTCd, II0OTOMY YTO 4Yepes3 3JIBIX JIIoJel
Ipyr MOH CepAeyHbIil OT MeHs OTMEHUJICI, a
Bailr HepyT (BUpoH) 60Jiee B KpeaUT OCTAJICT».

—Kak BBI y3Ha/lH cofep>KaHHEe 35TOIO0 ITHCh-
Ma? — IJIyXO0 CIIPOCHJI becTy KeB.

— A He BCe JI 3TO BaM paBHO, I[leTp Muxauo-
BUY? TOJILKO BBl OJHY OIIHOKY AOIYCTHJIH: 51—



BOBCe He Balll HeApyT, a IPyr, a BOT II0 OTHOLIIe-
HUI0O KO MHe-TO BBl pasHble HHTPUTH IIpobyeTe
IOMITyCKAaTh.

becty’keBa 1epeepHYyJIO.

—HrTak, 1 He X04y OTAaBaTh TO, UTO MHeE IIPH-
Ha/JIe’KUT! — OIIITH HaJIMEHHO BBIIIPSIMHUIICS BH-
POH. — BBI M3BHHUTE MeHs, HO 3TO TOJILKO PYC-
CKHe MAyp... IJyIble JIOAH IVIAAAT CIIOKOMHO H
XJIaJHOKPOBHO, KaK MHMO HX pTa IIPOHOCAT
JIOXKKY.

-H KoHeuHas IleJIb Balller0 [OMOTaTeJIb-
CTBa? — MIPHINYPHJICI becTy)XeB, HUIrpas JIOpHe-
TOM.

—OHa Tak BBICOKa, YTO BBHI, donner-wetter! —
Jla’ke He IIOBepHTe MHe! — ITI0Tep PyKHU bHUpPOH.

becTy>keB € HeCKpPBIBaeMBIM YAHBJIEHHEM
IJIs7ieJl Ha TAaHOTO GaBOPUTA ee CBETJIOCTH.

BHpOH II0J0IIIe]T B 3aIJITHYJI BO BCe IBEPH Ka-
buHerta.

—Yto 3TO BEI JlestaeTe, BUPOH? — CIIPOCUIT pe-
3UJEHT.

- HHorma ¥ 1Bepyu MMEIOT YIIIH, Ballle IIPeBOC-
XOQUTEJIbCTBO, — IIPOIIIEIITaJ «KOHIOX», a 3aTeM,
IOIOM A BIUIOTHYIO K becTy>KeBy U B YIIOP IJIAA
Ha Hero, Ipopo/pkal: — Ckaxure, [letp Muxaii-



JIOBUY, BBl BEpUTe B TaliHble HAYyKU MaroB U 4a-
poneeB?

becTy’keB yCMexXHYJICA:

— BBl IIOJIOKUTEJIbHO PN CerofgHsa U3BO-
OUTH MeHs 3arajjKaMu, JII00e3HbIN JPHCT FIBaHO-
BUY.

— OfHaKo BEI He II0KasieeTe O CerofHAIIHEeM
Beuepe... Tak, BepUTe BBl WU HeT?

— Het! — peltuTe/ILHO OTBETHI becTy KeB.

— HampacHo! CMoTpuTe Ha MO0 PYKy. ITOH
pyKe OBLIO IIpe[iCKa3aHo, UTO OHa OyJeT IIofep-
JKUBaTh KOPOHY. UTO BRI CKa’keTe Ha 3To, IleTp
MuxaiioBuu?

HpoHuueckad yybl6Ka TPOHYJIA YIJIEI I'y6 Bec-
Ty>KeBa.

— CKaXKy, UTO 3TO IIpe[ickasaHUe B HEKOTOPOM
OTHOIIIEHHUH HCIIOJIHUJIOCh, — OTBETHJI OH. — BEI
O4eHb OJIM3KO CTOUTe K 0C00e, Ha T0JI0Be KOTO-
PO HaXOUTCA repIriorckKas KOpoHa.

bupoH, oTpHUIlaTeILHO II0KaUaB I0JIOBOM, BO3-
pasui:

— 9TOro MaJIo.

- 41 Bac Torja He IIOHHUMAaO: 0 KaKOM JKe ellle
KOpPOHE TOBOPHUTeE BBI?

BUpPOH HU3KO CKJIOHHJICI K CAMOMY VXY PEe3H-



IeHTa U TUXO IIPOIIIeIrTar:

— Sl TOBOPIO 0 KOPOHE UMITepaTOPCKOM!

becTy’keB B3IpOTHYJ M, BO BCe IJla3a IIOIJIL-
IleB Ha bUpoHa, BOCKJIUKHYJI:

-4Yro?

- /la, 1a... UMEeHHO 0 KOpOHe UMIIepaTOPCKOM.

— U1 6yzeTe 11ogiep>KUBaTh €e BhI?

-

— Ho unr0 xe?

— HMnepaTopcKyro KOpoHY AHHBEI HMOaHHOB-
HBL.

BbecTty’keB BCTasl B pasgpakeHUH.

— 4 coBepIlleHHO He IIOHKMMAaro, BUpoH, — IIpo-
H3HEeC OH, — II0YeMy V Bac ABUJIOCEH JKeJIaHHe MHU-
CTUGUITUPOBATHL MeHd. To, YTO BBl TOBOPUTE, OT-
3BIBaeTCs, [IPOCTUTE, OpeioM.

— BrI Tak mosiaraere?

—/[la, g TaK I11oJjiararx! — pesko 0OTBETHJI BKOHEIL]
U3MYy4YeHHBIN becTyXeB.

— Hy, Tak cayiaiiTe ke MeHsI BHUMATEJJIbHO!

BbUpOH HavaJsI BIIOJIT0JIOCA YTO-TO JOJITO H IIO-
IpoOHO TOBOPUTH becTyxeBy, U II0 Mepe TOrO,
Kak roBopus BupoH, Bce 6oJiblllee U 6oJiblilee
H3yMJIeHUe 0TPa’kajIoCh Ha JIHIle pes3uIeHTa.

—la, ga, TaM elre, B MOCKBe, HA KOPOHAITUHU,-



— BBLIeTasIO y bupoHa.

— K10 7xe oH?

- Besmukuit maructp, /[PKHUOJOTTH... OH ObLI
IIpoe3oM... S BUeJICsa C HUM...

U omaTth BUpPOH cTasl 06BSICHATH Uy[EeCHYI0
TallHy CBOET0 OTKPBITHUA.

BecTyxeB yTUpas IIOT €O Ji6a IIIEJKOBBIM
IIJIATKOM.

— Bestukuit Boxke... ecjik 3TO IIpaBfa?... — IJIy-
X0 IIPOM3HEC OH, U CMepTeJIbHAad TPeBOTra II0C/IbI-
majacbk B ero rosioce. — Ciymraite, BUpoH, a
9TO — He IIIapJaTaH?

—Hert, IleTp MuxXaijoBUY, OH — yUYeHEMIIIHHA
yesioBeK. Ilepeq HUM 6iiefHeIM MHOIHE CHUJIb-
HBIe MHpa cero...

BecTyXeB [esajl BCe YCHJIMNS, UTOOBI OBJIA-
IeTh COOO.

—Hy, Xopomo, pomyctum! — IIpousHec OH. —
OH, 3TOT BeJIMKHUIM MAarucrp, IIpejcKas3aJ BaM
GuiecTdainyro OyaymHocTb. Ho mpu yeM Ke TyT
HeIlpeMeHHO AHHAa? Pa3Be BBI — pa3 BaM 3TO CYX-
IleHO — He MOJKeTe UIPaTh TaKyIo >Ke BBIJAIOIILY-
I0CAd poJIb IIPU JIPYIOM PYCCKOM BeHIleHOoCIie?
Benrs oH, Bamr /PKHMOJIOTTH, UMEHHO IIPO AHHY
BaM He TOBOPHJI?



— CoBepireHHO BepHO. HO BEI OTJIMYHO IIOHU-
MaeTe, YTO HU IIPYU KOM MHOM, KpoMe AHHEI, MHe
He CYXKIeHO BO3BBICUTLCI Ha TaKyH CTYIIeHb
BJIACTH, — 6pocuy BUPOH. — A ecsi BBl COMHEBA-
eTechb B 3TOM, TO BeJlb He TaK TPYAHO IIPOBEPUTH
elrfe pas Bce 3TO.

—KakuMm 06pasoMm? — >KHBO CIIPOCHJI BecTy-
JKeB.

— OueHb IIPOCTBHIM: S BBIIHUIINY 3TOr0 /J>KHO-
JIOTTH U3 MTanuu croza, K HaM. KoHeuHo, 31O 6y-
IeT COIIPSDKEHO C OOJIBIIMMHU JieHbraMU, HO YTO
OHU B CPaBHEHUU C TeM BeJIMKHUM OYyAyIIUM, KO-
TOpO€ Hac 0’KHUAAeT?

C10BO «Hac» BUPOH 0C06eHHO ITOAYEPKHY L.

— HeT, HeT! 3TOro OLITHL HE MOJKET! — CXBaTHJI-
cs 3a rosoBy becTy»keB. — 3TO IIaXHeT BOJIIIEO-
HOM CKa3KO0H, — II0-HeMEeITKU BEIPBaJIOCh Y Hero.

OH He BUfeJI JHIla BUpoHa; a OHO OBLIO 3JI0-
TOp>KeCTBYIOIIlee, 0COOeHHO BhI3bIBalOIIlEee.



v
LlapeBHa n «npe3peHHbIN pab»

Ha cienytoinee yIpo becTykeB, CUJIHLHO B3BOJI-
HOBaHHBIH, BOIIIeJI II0 0OBIKHOBEHUIO 6e3 J10-
Kaga K AHHe oaHHOBHE.

—UYTo 3TO 03HAUaTh LOJDKHO, IleTp Muxauso-
BUY, UTO BBl BCe MeHd IMOKUHYJIN? S CKyYaJsa O/I-
Ha, — CTaJa IIeHATh IepPIlOTUHS.

—Temeps He [0 CKyKH, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, —
paszgpa’keHHO BLIPBAJIOCH V Pe3UIeHTa.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, UCHYTaHHO TOIJIAEB Ha
Hero, CIIPOCHUJIa:

—YTo0 Takoe onATh? UTO CIYUMIOCH?

— bostee ueMm cepbesHoe: MeHIIMKOB IIPUOBLI
B Pury.

FeprjoruHg CcXBaTWIach 3a Cephlle; HesCHOe
IIpeIuyBCTBHE Oelbl BJIaCTHO OXBaTUJIO BCe ee
CYIIeCTBO.

— JTO OH JJI Uero ske? — pacTepsIHHO IIPOIIIeTr-
TaJjia OHa.

— 11 ¥ pafy 3TOTO IPOKJIATOI0 KYPJISHICKO-
IO Jiesia, 110 KOTOPOMY ¢, Ballle BEICOUEeCTBO, U3-3a
JIIOOBU U IPEIaHHOCTHU K BaM, PUCKYI0 CJIOMAaTh



cebe 1€, — yIproMo IIpousHec BectyxeB. OH
mpotesica II0 Oyayapy AHHBI ¥, BAPYT KPyTO
OCTaHOBUBIIIUCH IIepef; Hel, CKasaj, — CHI0 >Ke
MUHYTy BaM Ha/l0 coOUpaThCd B JOPOry, Ballle
BBICOYECTBO.

- B kakyw pgopory? Kyza? - obomuiesia AHHa
HoaHHOBHa.

— Ha cBunmaHue co cBeT/IeHIuM B Pury. bynuer
ropaszo Jydile, eCii BBl YBUIUTECH C HHUM [0
ero nnpuesga B MUTaBy.

—Ha cBupmaHue ¢ HUM, C 3TUM «IIpe3peHHBIM
paboM»? — TaK ¥ BCIIBIXHYyJIa HeCYaCTHas BIOB-
CTBYyIOIIast reprioruHg KypisgHackasa. — A ecid s
9TOTO He >KeJyIar?

—MaJio i1 4TO IPUXOSUTCA JeslaTh IIOMHUMO
CBOETO JKeJIaHUs! — pe3Ko OTBeTHUJ becTykeB. —
Criymaire!.. MeHIIMKOB IIpHeXal C LeJbI KPY-
TO IIOBEPHYTH KYpJAHACKOe Aesao. Heuero u ro-
BOPUTH, YTO OH YIIOTPeOUT BCe CBOE BJIUSHUE,
nabel Mopuil He OBLI yTBep)KAeH B IepIiOTU ee
BeJIMYeCTBOM. MaJIo TOro: OH BaM COOOIIIUT OfHY
IIPEUHTEPEeCHYI0 HOBOCTb. Tak BOT BBIMAaJIMBaM-
Te y MeHIIINKOBa MUJIOCTh, YTOOBI OH He IIPOTHU-
BUJICA M3bpaHUI0O Mopuila U BalleMy Opaky C
HUM. XJIOIIOYHTeE, IUIAYbTe, HO IIOMHHUTE OJHO:



4TO OBl HU CJIYYUJIOCH, BBI JOJIKHBI KPEIIKO Jep-
’KaThbCd 3a MeHd, TaK KaK 6e3 MeHs BaM COJIOHO
IpUeTcsd, Ballle BBICOYECTBO. I IOMHUTe ellfe
OJIHO: eCJIX Bbl yOeUTeCh, YTO HUKaKKe MOJIbOBI
He IIOMOrarT, — IOKOPUTeCh, II0TOMY UTO HUYe-
T'0 IPYTOoro BaM He 0CTaeTCd.

MwuTaBcKagd IJapCTBeHHAasd 3aTBOPHUIIA, TUXO
3aIuIakasB, IIPOMOJIBHUJIA:

—Tak BOT 0HO 4uTO?... CTasI0 O6BITH, KOHEI MO-
uM MeuyTtaM?... Tak, Tak!.. BOT mouyeMy ¥ KOpOHa C
TOJIOBBI MOEU yIIaja.

BecTyXeBy BIpPYyr C IIOPasUTEIbLHOMU SICHO-
CTHI0 BCIIOMHUJICA BUepallIHUM pasroBop ¢ bupo-
HOM, KOTOPOT0 OH HeHaBU/IeJI, HO CHJIY U YM KO-
TOPOT0 BUepa OIfeHMI.

— He mraubTe 06 3TOM KOpPOHeE, Ballle BBICOUe-
cTBO! /ly1d Bac MBI HalijleM HUHYIO, 60Jjiee GJIMCTa-
TeJIbHYI0! — BBIPBAJIOCHL Y HEro, U OH IIPUHSJICA
HoApoOHO IOSICHATH AHHe HoaHHOBHE BCe TO,
4TO OHA J0/DKHA TOBOPUTH CBETJIEUIIIEMY O HeEM,
bectykese.

JlaBdAChk cjesaMH, HO C IJla3aMU, IIOJIHBIMU
37100b1 U HEIIPUMHUPUMOUN HEHABUCTHU K «IIOJJIO-
My paby-IIUPOKHUKY», BBICKOUKe-BPEMEHIIUKY,
IO/ AYyAKYy KOTOPOTO OHAa - pycCKas IlapeBHAa —



IOJDKHA IUIAcaTh, AHHA MoaHHOBHA IIPpUHSIACH
CHapsDKaThCAd B KOPOTKUM IIYTh. A IIepef, ee IJa-
3aMH, TOYHO HapPOUYHO, BCTaBaJ [IeP3KO-KpacCu-
BBIY, OsecTAIIUU 06pa3 «CKa304HOTO IIPUHIIA»
Mopumuria.

* % %

AnxHa MoaHHOBHA OCTaHOBWIACH 3a /[BHHOIO,
B IIyCTOM CTapOM 3aMKe, U I10cj1ajla MeHIITUKOBY
CJIeIYIOIITYI0 3aIIHUCKY:

«YBezaB 0 IMPUOBITUM Balllell CBETJIOCTH, IIO-
Yja 3a IPUATHYI0 HY>KAY IIOBUIATH Bac; II0EJIU-
Ky IIPOIIly II07KaJI0BaTh Bac KO MHe. AHHa».

B MyuuTe/JIbHOM BOJIHEHUHU OKHJaja Ieplio-
ruHg KypigHackas CBULAHUSA C HEHABUCTHBIM
el 4eJIOBEKOM.

—Tocmosu! — BRIPBAJIOCH Y Hee HEroAyIUM
CTOHOM. — /[0 4ero moBeJiM MeHs, 10 KaKOM KOH-
¢ysuu, 10 Kakoro cpamal.. SI mepes; HUM, TOUYHO
IleBKa II0/j1asl, CTOATh Ha JOIIpoce To/pKHa. U 110
KaKoMy IIpaBy OH IBITaTh COBECThH U JKeJaHUe
MOe ocMeJIMBaeTcs? — Bce 6oJsbllle M 6OJIBIIE
03J100JIeHHe TTOABIMAJIOCh CO JHA AYIIU AHHEL —
51 mokaxy Tebe, IIpe3peHHbIN pabd, KaK Ha/lo 06-
XOIUTHCA € IUIEMSHHUIEN uMIlepaTopal - Ha-
CTpauBaJia OHa ce0s Ha BOUHCTBEHHBIN JIal.



— Barmra cBeTsiocTh! Baiia cBeT/IOCTh! — BOexKa-
Jla CJIy>KaHKa, B3sTasg TepLiOTUHEeNM C COOO0M. —
CeeTieriui nipuexai! Uniet yxe crozgal..

U TyT BAPYT CIIYYUIOCH TO, YTO AOJDKHO OBLIO
CIIyYUTBCA: phIXJiasi, 6e3BOJIbHA PycCcKas I[apes-
Ha, BOCIIMTaHHAasA B IIOJIYyTIOPEMHOM YKJIaJle TO-
ralHe BapBapCcKoil pycCKOU KU3HHU, cpasy IIo-
4yBCTBOBaJIa IIPUIKUB CTpaxa, poboctu. Kyza me-
BaJlaCb BOMHCTBEHHAas, IOpjesHdBas CIeCh Iia-
PeBHEI IIepef; BJIACTHBIM MYKYHHOM, MOTYIIle-
CTBEHHBIM BpeMEHIIIUKOM. Ee HOru 3ajporkasiy,
PYKH II0XOJIOLEJIH, CepAlle HEPOBHO 3aKOJIOTH-
JIOCh B TPYAH...

PacriaxHysiachk JBepb — M Ha II0OpPOre BBIPOCJIA
¢urypa ceeTyieMIIero KHg3s AjieKcaHzapa /laHu-
JoBHU4Ya MeHITUKOBA.

OH ObLI B mapagHO ¢opMme, IIPU BCeX pera-
JIASX, C JIGHTOM Uepes IIeYo.

TsoKesio onHpasich Ha TPOCTH C 30JI0TBIM Ha-
6aJIalllHUKOM, IIOAXOAUJI OH K IVIEMSIHHUIIE TO-
ro, KTO U3 IPSI3H, HUUTOXKECTBA CBOEU JleprKaB-
HOM BOJIEW CZejaJl er0 MOIYI[eCTBeHHEeMIIINM
4eJI0OBEKOM UMIIEPUH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA He BBIJlepsKajia U TOPOILIU-
BO CaMa II0IIlJIa K HEMY HaBCTpeuy.



— biarozapro Bac, KHA3b AjieKcaHZAp JaHUJIO-
BHY, YTO TaK CKOPO HM3BOJIMJIH BBl II07KaJI0BaTh
110 MOEMY 30BY, —B3BOJIHOBaHHO HavaJia OHa.

MeHIITMKOB HU3KO0 IIOKJIOHUJICA U, II0I1eI0BaB
IPOTAHYTYIO PYKY I'€PIIOTHMHHY, IIPOU3HEC:

—He BawMm, Ballle BBICOYeCTBO, CJefyeT OJia-
roapyUTh MeHsd, a MHe Bac 3a TY BBICOKYIO UeCTh,
KOTOPYH BBl H3BOJIMJIM OKasaTb MHe BallluM
HeO)KUJaHHBIM IIPUOBITHEM Clofa. I IioJiaras
CBUJIETHCA C BaAMU HeMe/JId 110 MOeM IIPUOBITUH
B MuTaBy B BallleM I'epIiorCKOM 3aMKe.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA 3akycuia ry0y. OHa II0HS-
JIa, 4TO yZAap OTHapHpOBaH MCKYCHO M UTO MeH-
IIUKOB II0UepKHUBaeT TO OOCTOATEILCTBO, YTO
OHa IlepBag IpHUObLIAa K HeMy Ha IIOKJIOH, a He
obpaTHoO.

— Paspelte MHe CeCTh, Ballle BEICOYECTBO...
Hora 4To-TO y MeHs Ilo6ajuBaeT. — U, He 0XKU-
Jlast 0TBeTa AHHBI, CBETJIEHIIIHUI IPY3HO OITYCTHI-
cd B Kpecso. — Kak BEI, Ballle BLICOUECTBO, U3BO-
JUTe cebs 4yBCTBOBAaTh B MuTaBe? Ee Beiuue-
CTBO U3BOJIHT JKUBO MHTEPECOBAThHCH...

Anna HMoaHHOBHA BCIIBIXHYJIA; BCI KpOBBb
Opocuiack el B TOJIOBY. IJTy, KasaJjoCh OBl
HeBUHHYI0O ¢pasy OHa MCTOJIKOBaJa BIIPIMYIO



HaJl C000M HaCMeIIIKY, «B U3J[eBKY».

«/ OH, ¥ OHH ellle CIpaIlIUBAKT 00 3TOM?!» —
IIPOHECJIOCE B ee roJIOBe.

—byiaromapro ee BesiMuecTBO U Ballly CBeT-
JIOCTh 3a CTOJIb JIECTHYIO 3a00Ty U BHUMaHUeE O
MOeM MUTAaBCKOM 3aK/JIHYEHHH, — C capKasMOM
U HeIIo//le/IbHOM ropeublo OTBETU/IA OHA. — A 4,
IIPU3HAKCh, TaK I10J1arasja, 4YTo, yIIpsaTaB MeHs B
MuraBy, 060 MHe COBCeM I103a6bLTH. UTO AyMaTh
0 KaKOM-TO HeCYaCTHOHN BJJOBKe KaKOIO-TO 3aXy-
IlaJIOro HeMeIIKOorIo reprora?...

MeHIIIUKOB U OpPOBBLI0 He II0BeJ, a TOJIBKO
IBITJIMBO, 30pKO BCKHUHYJ Ha AHHY M0aHHOBHY
CBOM B3IJIAJ Y IIPOJ0JDKAIL:

—HampacHo wu3BosMTe TaK IIojlaraTh, Ballle
BbICOUeCTBO! BRI He TOJILKO BIOBa HEMEITKOTIO
IIPUHIIA, HO B pyccKas IlapeBHa.

HacTtynuio MosrgaHue.

3HaMeHUTHIN CIIOABIDKHUK [leTpa 3HaMeHa-
TeJIbHO CMOTpeJI Ha TepIllOrMHI0, KaK ObI IIpefo-
CTaBJIsAs €M IIepBOM HauaTh HACTOSINYI0 Oeceny.

«TBI BEI3BaJIa MeHd Ha CBHaHUE, — TaK I'0BO-
pH, 4TO Tebe HALO OT MeHsI», — CTOSIJI HEMOM BO-
IIpOC B IJIa3aX CBeTJIEHIIIETO.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA IIOHSIA 3TO U, COOPaBIIIUCH



C IyXOM, HayaJa:

— BEI BOT, KHA3b AJieKcaHZp JaHUJI0BUY, VIIO-
MSHYJIM, UTO €€ BeJIMYeCTBY 6JIarOyrolHO HUHTe-
pec MMeTh K MOeMY KUTEI0 B MuUTase.

MeHIIIMKOB M0JI4a HaKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY.

Bujd 9TO, reprioruHs IIpogoJnKala:

—VcapixaB 0 BalleM IIPUOBITUU, S IIOCIIEIIH-
Jla K BaM HaBCTpeuy, >Kejasd 06paTUTHCI depes
BaC K ee BeJIMYEeCTBY C BCEIIOKOPHEMIIIeH IIPOCh-
6011. /[03BOJIBTE MHE IIUTATh HAZEXXY, UTO BbI CO
CBOEM CTOPOHEBI OKasKeTe MHe COJ[eliCTBHE.

O, ¢ KakuM TPYyZAOM BBIPBAJNUCHL y AHHEI
HMoaHHOBHEI ITOC/IeJHIE C/I0Ba!

— Balire BbICOUECTBO, BBl MOKeTe OBITH YBepe-
HBI B TOM, YTO 1 paf CIY>KUTH BaM, — IIPOU3HEC
CBETJIEHINIUUA. — B ueM mesio?

— B Moeli cyab0be, 1 X0Uy YUUHUTH IIEpEMEHY,
KHA3b AJIeKcaHap JlaHUJI0BUY.

— 3TO KaKylo ’Ke, Ballle BbICOUYECTBO?

Anna HMoaHHOBHA IIOYYBCTBOBaJla HeOOBSIC-
HUMYI0 Po60CTH U, 3alIMHASACh, OTBETHJIA:

— BaMm, KOHe4YHO, BeJOMO, 4YTO IIPHUHIT Mopwuiy
CakCOHCKHUIH IOKeJsasl cAeaaThes reprioroM Kyp-
JISHIUM?

— Jla, 1 3Har0 3TO, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.



—Tak BOT 4 >Kejasla OBl BBIMTH 3aMy’X 3a
Hero, — BbIlanja AHHaA IMoaHHOBHa cpasy,
OBICTPO, pelIuTesbHO. — Tertepp Mopuil CaKCOH-
CKHUM u36paH celIMOM B repIior... Ho, moesuky s
He BOJIbHA CaMa pacIlopsDKaThCA CBOEU CyAbO0H,
U g IIpuberarn ¢ IIOKOPHOM IIPOCLOOM K ee BeJlu-
4ecTBY 00 yTBepKZeHUU MopHulia repliorom U o
BCEMMWJIOCTUBEUIIIEM paspelleHUyd BCTYIIUTH
MHe C HUM B Opak.

C/10BHO Tropa CBa/JIMIach C ILJIeY TIepIJOTH-
HU-IJapeBHBI, KOI7la OHa BBICKA3ajla 3TO CBOe
ITaMeHHOe JKeJlaHue.

MEeHIIINKOB CIIOKOMHO BBICMOPKAJICSA B IIIEJI-
KOBBIM ILJIATOK, ITOCJIE€ Yero 6eccTpacTHO CIIPO-
CHT:

— JTO BCe, Ballle BbICOUECTBO?

- Jla.

—-B TakoMm ciy4ae g IIyOOKO co’KaJsler, 4To
Ballla IlepBas U eJUHCTBEHHas IIpockba K ee Be-
JIMYeCTBY HU B KaKOM CjIydae He Oy/leT UCIIOJIHE-
Ha UMIIepaTPHUIIeH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA ITIOPBIBHUCTO BCTasIa C KpPec-
JIa.

— JTO II04YeMy JKe? — BCIILIXHYJIa OHA.

—Ilo Tpem mpuMyHHAaM, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, —



0TBeTWJI MeHIIIUKOB, TOKe BCTaBas C KpecJia.

— Kak BBI MOJKeTe 3HaThb HalepeJ, YTOLHO 0y-
ZieT ee BeJIMYECTBY WM HeT CHU30MTH [0 MOeH
CJIe3HOU IIPOCHOBI? — KpUKHYsIa AHHa M0aHHOB-
Ha.

B 3TOM «BBI», KOTOpPOE OHA IIBLIPHYJIA C OCO-
OBIM ITO[lUepPKHUBAaHHUEM B JIUI[0 MeHIIHMKOBY, 3a-
3By4asI0 IIpe3peHHe I[apeBHBI K XYZO0POLHOMY,
HaJIMEHHOMY BeJIbEMOJXKe.

I'masa BEJIMKOTO «BBICKOYKH» 3aCBETHJIHCH
3710601 U pasfipakeHHeM.

— Baitre BbICOUECTBO, BBl U3BOJIUTE 3a0bIBATh,
4TO g II0 MOeMY IT0JIOKEHUIO SIBJIAIOCH OJIMDKal-
IITUM M TJIaBHBIM PYKOBOJHTEJIEM ILJIAHOB €€ Be-
JIN4YeCcTBa, — Pe3K0 0T4YeKaHWI MeHIIHKOB. — U,
€CJIH YTOAHO BaM 3HATh, I HMEHHO II0 3TOMY Jie-
JIy ¥ IPUOBLI CHO/1A.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA CIIOXBaTHUJIach, YTO Cpasy
3alria CIHIIKOM JaJeKo, M IIOCIIeIlIHJia CMSI-
YUTH CBOIO BCIIBIIIIKY.

— AX, KHa3b AslekcaHAp /laHWJIOBUY, BEI, Ka-
JKeTCsd, MOIJIM OBl IIOHATBH Ty Y>KacHYI CHTYa-
II110, B KOTOPOH s IIpe6bIBaro, — BBIPBAJIOCH Y
Hee. CJie3nl y>Ke TOTOBBI OBLIM OPBISHYTH U3 ee
IJ1a3, HO CTPAIlHBIM YCHUJIMEM BOJIA OHa II060pO-



Ja cebd: el CTaJl0 IPOTHUBHO IUIAaKaTh IIeper
9THUM YeJIOBeKOM. — IlocTolTe, AstekcaHzap JaHU-
JIOBUY, BBICJIYIIaliTe MeHs. Hey)Kesll y ee BeJd-
YyecTBa He JPOTHET CepAlle HaHeCTU yIap MHe,
KOTOpas CTOJIBKO JIeT IIpebbIiBaeT BO BIOBCTBe?
Bens xa)kmas ee IIPUABOPHASA JaMa >KUBET JIYU-
Ile ¥ cyacTJuBee MeHd. — ['oJ1oc AHHEI CTaJ 3a-
MeTHO poKaThb. — YUTO 3TO 3a JKU3HB BBl YCTPOU-
JI1 MHe 37iech? He Mory s GoJsiblile TaK, He MOLY,
He X0uy! - OellleHO 3aKpuuaJjia OHa, II0CJIe Yero,
TOPZ0 BBIIPIMHWBIIUCE, IIPOLOJDKala C YIBOEH-
HOU 3sHepruey, — 6aKeHHble ¥ BEYHO [ 0CTOM-
HBIE IaMATH rocygapb uMieparop IleTp Ajekce-
eBUY HMeJI Bcerja 060 MHe IIOIleYeHMe... Baw,
AnexkcaHap JaHUI0BUY, JO/DKHO OBITH, BEOMO,
4TO O CYIIpy>KecTBe MOeM C HeKOTOPBLIMHU 0co0a-
MU U TpaKTaThl y>Ke OBLIN IOAIUCcaHbl. Wiu He
TakK 51 TOBOPIO?

— BBl M3BOJIMTE TOBOPUTH, Ballle BBICOUECTBO,
CYILLYIO IIpaBJy, U Ha Hee 5 II03BOJIIO cebe BhIpa-
3UTH JIUIL ONHO: MHOTLA U IIpefpeueHHOe Me-
HseTCs BOJIEKD POKAa, — IIOYTUTEJIHbHO OTBETHJI
MeHIITUKOB.

—Ilouemy ke U3 BCeX TOJBKO MMEHHO OJTHA s
IOJDKHA UCIBITBIBATEH BCIO TATOTY 3TOTO POKa? —



OIIATH BCIIBLIMIIA AHHA M10aHHOBHA.

—He oropuyanrech, Ballle BBICOUECTBO: IIOCJIE
TO/I0B HCIIBITAHUSA BCEro BepHee OXKUIATH CUa-
CTHSL.

—Xa! BbI Bce TOJIKyeTe O cyacThbe JJIs1 MeHd, a
Ife ’Ke OHO, KOIZla OHO IIpHUZAeT? BOT Tereps, KO-
IZa g II0 CBOEMY >KeJIAaHHUIO ITBITAl0Ch YCTPOUTH
CBOIO CYZb0Y, BEI IIepBhIe MelllaeTe eMy.

Kak Hu kpenmiack AHHa M1o0aHHOBHA, OHA He
BBIIepyKaJia: ee IPYyAb IIOPBIBUCTO 3aKOJIbIXa-
JlaCh, BEKU 3a/iporKaJiy, I'yObl 3allpbirajay, U OHa
C TPOMKHUM, HYIHBIM pBIJaHKEM OIIyCTHUJIACh B
Kpecsio U 3abuwiach TOJIOBOM O ero BBICOKYIO
CIIMHKY.

Ha 4To y>X OBLI IIPOX’KeHHBIN «IjapeiBoper»
AjtexcaHap JlaHMI0BHUY MEHIIIHMKOB, KaKyl0, Ka-
’KeTCsl, CypOBYI0 MYIITPY C IIeTPOBCKOU AYyOUH-
KOH IIpolllesI OH, KakK, Ka3aoch Obl, JOJDKeH OBLT
3aKaJIUThCA OH «IIpU BCeX BHAAX», HO U OH
HeBOJILHO CMYTHJICA Ilepel 3TUM B3PBIBOM XO-
JIOSHOTO OTYAasHUS IepIioTUHU KypJIssHICKOIA.

Yto mymas OH, IJIAOd Ha ILAPCTBEHHYIO ILIE-
MSIHHUILY CBOEr0 BeJIMKOTo 6Jiarofieressi, GUBIILY-
FOCSL TOJIOBOM 0 KPecJjIo, HUCXOLUBIITYIO CIe3aMU?

— Bamre BrIcO4ecTBO... bor ¢ BaMu... IIpuguTe



B cebs!.. — 3aroBopmiI OH. — Heroke pycckou 1ia-
PpeBHe IIpefaBaThCA TAKOMY OTUasgHUIO... Ceifuac
s TIPUBEy Te Pe30Hbl, II0 KOUM BaM He CTOUT
1euncs 0 6pake ¢ cuM rpadpom CakCOHCKHUM, a II10-
Ka CKa’Ky OTHO: MTHOU, MOJKeT, HalieTcs.

— He Haymo MHe Balero BeI6opa! — KpUKHYJIA
AnHa MoaHHOBHA. — OIATh, MOKET OBITh, TAKO-
ro ’Ke My’Ka, KaK U IlepBoro, usbepere... OIAThH
yepes Mecdl] BAOBOIM ocTaBuUTe... OIIATH CIIOUTE
ero 10 CMepTH...

C repIjorvHeN cpesiajacid CHUJILHEUIIIUU HCTe-
PHUYeCKUH IIPUITAZIOK.

B6esxasia ciaykaHkKa. MeHIIIMKOB COBCEM pac-
TePSICA.

Ho wmaJjio-moMmany AxHHa HMoaHHOBHA CTaJja
IIPUXOIUTE B cebs. Cre3bl 06JIeTYUIN ee BKOHeI]
U3MY4YeHHYVIO I'PY/b.

— Baite BBICOYECTBO, — IIPOM3HEC CBETJIEMH-
LA, — He 4YasI g, YTO BbI BCe 9TO CTOJIb OJIU3KO
IIpUHUMaeTe K cepally. Ha MeHs BBl He TOJDKHBI
THEBAThCA: S ABJISIOCH JIUIIL KUCIIOJTHUTEJIEM BO-
JIU ee BeJI4eCTBa.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa, UPOHUYECKU YCMEXHYB-
IIIMCh, BO3pasuia:

—Takass CKpOMHOCTb He HJeT K JIMIy BaM,



KHA3b AstexcaHap JaHuinoBuu! Eciiv Ipeske BEI,
NeHCTBUTE/ILHO, ABJISJIUCH TOJIBKO HCIIOJIHUTE-
JIeM Jlep>KaBHOM BOJIU, TO Telleph IIpe/icTaBJIsdeTe
co00I0 II0JTHOBJIACTHOIO X03dKHAa ee, PacIopsiu-
Tesd. A 0 cepAlle MoeM GOJIbIlle He Ty>KUTe: OKa-
MEHeJIO OHO C Cell MUHYTHI Ha BeKHU BeuHble. OfI-
HO CKa’ky BaM: JIe¥ICTBUTEJIEHO, MHOTO€ MEHSTh-
Cs1 MOKeT B JKH3HHU KaK[0Tr0o yesioBeKa. Tak BOT,
eCJIM KOrJa-HUuOyAb CIYyYUTCI U BaM HeEJIeTKOo, —
BCIIOMHMTE TOI/ia HalIlly CeTOAHAIIHION BCTpeYy
U He 3a0y/JbTe 0 ce3ax, KOTOPhIe IIPOoJIMBaJla Iie-
pes BaMM HecyacTHas reprioruHs KypisHpackas.
A Temepsn, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb, MUJIOCTUBBIU I'OCY-
Japb KHA3b AJsieKkcaHAp /JaHWIOBUY, IIOTPYIH-
TeCh II0BelaTh MHe Te Pe30HBI, 110 KOUM ee BeJIH-
4eCTBY He YTOAHO OyJeT UCIIOJIHUTH MO IIPOCH-
o0y.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa BCTajla U IJapCTBEHHO-TOP-
IleJIUBO BBINIPSIMUJIACH BCell CBOEM MBIITHOU QU-
TYpO1 Ilepe[ «II0/I/ILIM paboM».

MEeHIIIUKOB I10 CBOMCTBY CBOEM «IIOJJION» Ha-
TYPBI HEBOJIbHO IIPUTHYJICA IIepes 3TOM BesIrve-
CTBEHHOM ocaHKOM. Ho, u mpurubasicb, 0OH He
yIeprKascs, 4ToObl He yMaIUTh 3aXyJaJIloN Iia-
PEeBHBI CJIeAYIOIIMMU CIOBAMU:



— B BaIrreM BrICOUYECTBe IIPOU3OIILIA U3PAAHAL
IiepeMeHa II0CJIe TOro, KaK Bbl U3BOJIMJIU OBITh
Ha KopoHanyy B MOCKBe B COIIPOBOKIEHUU
obep-kaMep-toHKepa bupoHa. /I0BOJILHEI JIU BEI
UM, Ballle BbIcOUecTBO? OH, Ka)KeTCs, HMeeT
OO0JIBIIYIO OCBEJOMJIEHHOCTD B JIOIIA/AX.

—/la, a, KaKIpIU TO/DKeH OBITH 4eM-HUOY/Ib,
AntekcaHap /JaHUIOBUY: KTO—- IIHPOKHUKOM,
KTO — JIOIIIAZHUKOM, — YCMEXHYJIach IrepI[OIHHI.

MeHIIMKOB no6arposes. OHaKO OH I1060pOJI
CBOM I'HeB U IIPOU3HEC:

—Tak BOT-C pe30OHE], 10 KOUM ee BeJIMYeCcTBO
He MO’KeT COIVIaCUTHLCA Ha Ballly CJI€3HYI0 IIPOCh-
0y: mepBoe — 4yTO U3bpaHKe MopHIla reprioroM
KypystHACKMM Bpefusio 6bl MHTepecaM pPOCCHM-
CKHUM MU II0JILCKUM, & BTOPOe — UTO BCTYIIaTh BaM
C HUM B CYIIPY>KeCTBO HEIIPHJIMYHO, TaK KaK OH
POKIEH OT MeTpeccChl, a He 0T 3aKOHHOM >KeHHI.
OT Takoro 6paka IIPOU30IILI0 OBl BeJIUKOe becye-
CTHE U ee BeJIMYEeCTBY, U BallleMy BBICOYECTBY, U
BCeMy I'OCyZapcTBY. d yAUBJIAIOCEH, Kak IleTp Mu-
XalJoBUY bBecTy)keB He IIpefylipefuy Bac 006
39TOM. Boo0111e MHOTOe MHe SIBJIIeTCS CTPaHHBIM
B II0BeJIeHUU I'OCIIOAUHA pe3ugeHTa. Kak Mor oH,
HuMesl yKa3 ee BeJIMYeCTBA M Befasd Cero aesa



Ba’KHOCTb, [OIIYCTUTH H30paHHWe MopHIla Cei-
MoM? IIo-BUAMMOMY, OH YHMHWI QaKIUuu, U 00
9TOM 51 UMeI 0COOeHHBIN yKas.

AnHa MMoaHHOBHA BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO HACTYIIUJI
MOMEHT HauaTh «3aCTyIy» 3a CBOET0 CTaporo,
BEPHOIO /Ipyra, U B OypHBIX, TOPAYUX CI0BAX CTa-
J1a 06esaTh IleTpa MuxaisoBu4a, IpUHUMAas OT-
BETCTBEHHOCTb 3a BCe COBepILIMBIIeecs TOJIBKO
Ha cebsl.

— 51 IIOKOPHO IIPOIIYy ee BeJIMYeCTBO U Bac, Ba-
I11a CBETJIOCTh, becTy>KeBa HU /10 KaKOro 6e/cTBa
He [OIIyCTUTH U YTOOBI OH OBLI IIPU MHE IIO-
Ipe’XHeMy, — 3aKOHUYMJIa TepI[OTMHS.

MeHIITNKOB, IIOKJIOHUBIIIUCH, CKa3aJl:

—S1 obemaro sTO BaM, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, IIPU
HellpeMeHHOM YCJIOBUU: BBl JOJ/DKHBI II0CTapPaTh-
Cs OIIPOBEPIHYTEL ycepAure MopHlla B BMeCTO TO-
I0 YYUHUTH JesTHUe, KOTOpoe ee BeJINYeCTBY OY-
IeT 6J1aroyroHo.

Ha cexkyHay AHHa HMoaHHOBHa 3aJyMaJjlach.
[yxas, TsoKeslass BHYTPeHHSA 60pb6a IIPOUCXO-
IHjIa B HeM.

«fl, 1 cama, CBOUMHU COOCTBEHHBIMU pyKaMHU
NOJDKHA PYIIUTH TO, UYTO TaK JOPOT0 U MUJIO MO-
eMy cepzny! 3TO JIb— He HCKYC BeJIHUKHH, He



IBITKA? /Io 4ero OHU >KeCTOKH!» — 3aKPY’KUJINCh
MBICJIH B TOJIOBE HECYaCTHOM JKeHIIIUHEI.

— A exxeJId s He COIJIAIIYCh Ha 3TO? — IIOJHAB
TOJIOBY, CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

—Torma bBecTy>XeB IIOHeCeT CypoBOe HaKa3sa-
HHe 3a CBOI0 BHHY, a BaM, Ballle BBLICOYECTBO,
IIPUJIeTCS UCIIBITaTh Ha cebe BCHO CHJIY THeBa U
omasbl TOCYAAapbIHU HUMIlepaTpulbl. Bam 6yxyT
IIPenCTOATh TsDKesble THU, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETIII
BCECHJILHBIN BpeMEeHIIIUK.

— Ho kax >xe g1 MOry IIoMeIaTh CJAy4YHBIIEMY-
CA? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA BKOHeEI] M3My4eHHas IepIio-
ruHda KypisaHpackas.

—Bbl, Balre BBICOYECTBO, IIOTPYAUTECH IIO
Ipuessie B MuTaBy Ipu3BaTh K cebe KaHIpIepa
KerisepsimHra u IpUKasaTh €My IIpefCcTaBUTH
KYPJISHACKUM YIIPaBUTEJIAM U JellyTaTaM Te pe-
30HBI B OIIpOBepKeHHe H3bpaHUsg MopHIla, KO-
TOpBIe 51 UMeJl YeCTh TOJIBKO YTO COOOIIUTEL BaM.
Torma Bce [es10 OKOHUYHUTCA 6J1aroIoyyHO: BBI
3aCJIy>KuUTe 0C06eHHOe 6JIar0BOJIEHHE ee BeIuye-
cTBa. becTy>keB ocTaHeTCd IIPH Bac...

— A reprioroM KypJIgHACKUM KTO >Ke OymeT? —
OpICTpO cripocuia AHHa MloaHHOBHaA.

— Wu reprior I'osTe MHCKUM, UIIH 4.



— BrI?! — BrIpBasicd Yy AHHBEI FI0aHHOBHEI BO3-
IJ1ac yAHUBJICHU.

— [a, 4, Ballle BEICOYEeCTBO.

T'eprioruH4 IIpoBeJia PyKOH 110 JIOY.

—A-a... Telepp BCce IIOHMMAam... Bce, Bcel.. —
BBEIPBAJIOCH Y Hee, a 3aTeM OHa KPYTO IIOBEPHY-
JIach U IIOIIIA K BBIXOAY M3 3aJIa; HO B [IBepsaAX
OCTaHOBUJIACH U IJIyX0 OpOCHUiIa CBeTIeHIeMy: —
Xopormro!.. [ cornacHa. A ye3dkaro B Mutasy. IIpo-
mjanTe, Asiekcaszp JaHuioBuy!

—A pasBe He [0 CBHUIAHWA, Ballle BEICOYeE-
CTBO? I ToKe ckopo Ipubyxy B MUTaBYy.

— Ho Begib MBI y>Ke 060 BCeM IIeEPETOBOPUIH, —
HagMeHHO IIpoM3Hecsa AHHa MoaHHOBHa H
CKpBLIacCh 3a IBephbIo.



vV
«Bbl MeHs1 obmaHynu, Mopwuu,...»

0 MuTaBhl 0CTaBaJIOCh BCEr0 BEPCTHl TPU-Ue-
TEIpe.
eMHee Ty4YH BO3Bpalliajachk B CBOX Pe3U/ieH-
nuro AHHa MoaHHOBHA II0CJIE «IIOCTHLIIOIO CBH-
IaHUs» CO CBETJIEHIIINM.

Jlerkasti KoJIIiCKa, B KOTOPOM OHa CHJeJja CO
CBOEHM CJIY>KaHKOM, OBICTPO HecJach IIO IIIOCCe.
CyMepKH POCKOIIIHOIO HUIOHLCKOIO Beuepa yiKe
mafiajid Ha II0JI1, OT KOTOPBIX HECJI0 YyIeCHBIM
3araxoM CBe>KeCKOIIIeHHOI'0 CeHa.

Bapyr mosagu KOJISICKY IIOCJ/IBIIIAJICSI TOIIOT
OellleHO CKavyIleN JIOIIa I H.

— KTo0 3T0, Balia cBeTJIOCTh? — UCIIYTAHHO BOC-
KJIMKHYJIa TPYCIUBas CIy,KaHKa.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 06epHyJach U CTajla IIpU-
CTaJIbHO BCMaTpPUBAaThLCH.

—He BWXKYy... ObUIb HJET CTOJOOM... AX [a,
Heyxesu?... HeT, HerT... ommbarch dg!.. — BOC-
KJIMKHYJIa OHa U B CMYII[eHUH U POOOCTU OTKU-
HyJIaCh Ha CIIMHKY KOJISICKH.

A TOIIOT CTaHOBWJICSI BCe OJIIDKe, OJIFDKE...



V>Ke DOHOCHIICA Xpall B3MBLJIEHHOM JIOIIIA/IH.

BcagHUK JOrHAI KOJIACKY U, KPUKHYB Ky4epy
«CTOM!», CKJIOHUJICA C CefijIa K CU/IeHBI0.

—Bama cBetsiocTe! Mog o60)kaeMasi HeBecTa
AHHa! - TOCJBIINAJICA B3AparvBalOIUA Kpacu-
BBIH rojioc Mopura.

Bce 3agporkasiio B AHHe lloaHHOBHE — U PYKH,
U HOTH, U cepAlle. KpoBb ropgueii cTpyeit 3a6u-
JIachk B JKHJIaX... M )KYyTKO, X 10 CMEPTH CJIaf0CT-
HO CJIIeJ1ajIoCh eu.

— 4 mompKuasl Bac 3feck, B JIeCKy, AHHA, — IIO-
¢panItyscku 6pocuii rpa¢ CakCOHCKUM. — S Beb
y3HaJI, Ky/ia BBl II0eXa/JId. BBl BUIEJIUCH C 3TUM
IPOKJIATEIM MeaBeZeM MeHINHUKOBEIM. M 3HaeTe,
4TO CO MHOM IIPOM30LLIO ceiyac? Kakue-To Ha-
eMHble YOUMIIBI cTeperyid MeHsa. OHU U3 3acafbl
CTpeJIIM B MeHs, — CMOTPHUTeE, 1 PaHeH B PYKY,
Awnna! Ho 4TO Takoe KaKag-To JKaJIKad [apalrHa
B CpPaBHEHUM C MOeU K BaM JII060BBIO!

JIt060Bb U TpeBoOra 3a y4acTh 3TOI'0 YeJ0BeKa
BCKOJIBIXHYJIN AyIy AHHBI M0aHHOBHEI, HO 3TO
OBbLJI JIMIIIL OJJUH MOMEHT.

—MHe Heymo6HO pasroBapuBaTb C BaMU
3[leCh, Ha IIpOe3»Kel opore, Ballle BBICOUECTBO,-

— CyX0 IIPOMOJIBHJIA OHA. — BBl BUaUTE, s1— He



oxHa. Ecotu BaM yrogHo 1mmo6ecefoBaTh CO MHOW,
s IIPOIIy Bac II0’KAJOBAaTb KO MHE CErOLHS IIO-
I1037Ke, Yyaca 4yepes TP B MOM 3aMOK...

Mopury 661 HeCKa3aHHO YAUBJIEH XO0JIOAHBIM
TOHOM TepIIOTHHH.

— A Kak g Mory npuexatb K BamM? OTKpPBITO? —
C HeyI0BOJILCTBHEM CIIPOCHJI OH.

— COoBepIIIeHHO OTKpPBITO. Bac 6yAyT 0KUIATh,
Bac BCTpPeTAT, — oTBeTwIa AHHa MoaHHOBHA U
II0-HeMeIIKH KpHUKHYyJ1a Ky4depy: — [Tomres!

Crapsi#i 3aMOK KeTiiepoB, pesuieHIIHS-TIOPb-
Ma BIOBCTBYIOI[el IepIIOTUHHU, ObLJI OCBeIlleH.

IlepBBIM JIMIIOM, KOTOpPOE BCTpeTHIa AHHA
HMoaHHOBHA IIpU BXOZle B CBOU IIOKOH, OBLIa ee
ropMmernicTeprHa KiroreHay. 3aMeTHUB CMepTeJIb-
Hy0 0JIeJHOCTbH, ITOKPBIBABIIYI0 JIUII0 €e II0Be-
JINTeJIbHUIIBI, KpacaBUIla-6apoHecca BCILIECHY-
JIa pyKaMH.

— O 6oxxe! BaM AypHO, Ballla CBETJIOCTh? — 3a-
CyeTHjIach OHa.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA 0TBeJIa ee PYKOM U TBEPHO
IIpoHn3Hecsa:

—Ilo3oBuTe KO MHe BHpOHA, €C/M OH HAaXo-
IUTCA B 3aMKe.

T'odMericTepriHa U3MEHUIACH B JIIlEe U KPYTO



OTBEPHYJIACh OT ee CBETJIOCTH.

B riry6oKkoM HM3HeMO>KeHUH, 0eCCUJIbHO OILy-
CTUB PYKH, CHUZeJIa IIapCTBeHHAasad MUTABCKasl 3a-
TBOpPHHUIIA B Kpeciie. OHa He IIepeMeHuIa TyaJle-
Ta, B KOTOPOM e3[i1jIa Ha CBHaHHE CO CBETJIEH-
M. He 710 TOTO, TOJDKHO OBITH, OBLIIO eH. I'1y60-
KHe CKJIaJKU 60po3mmiu ee yo6. Kakas-To Tpe-
BOJKHas, IyIJIMBas MBIC/Ib 3aJjIerjia Ha ee JIUIIO.

B n1Bephb pasgaics CTYK.

— Bonigute! — KpuKHyJsa AHHa MloaHHOBHA II0-
HeMeIIKH.

Ha mopore cTosty1 BUPOH.

[Toxxasryii, HUKOIZA, Jake BIIOCJIECTBUHU, KO-
IZla 3TOT «KOHIOX» HaXOJUJICS Ha BBICIIHX CTYIIE-
HAX BJIACTH, Ha ero JIKIle He urpasuga CToJb TOp-
’KeCTBYIOII[as yJIbIOKa, [I0JIHAsI Y 0BJIeTBOPEHHO-
IO CaMOJIIO0OH, 3JI0PaZiCTBA, KaK B 9TOT MOMEHT.
B30ophl ero KpacHBBIX, BBEIPASUTEJbHBLIX IJ1a3
BIIWJIMCh B CKOPOHO-IIOHYPYI0 QUIYPY CHUAAIIEN
AHHEI 10aHHOBHEL

— 9TO — BBL.. 3TO — ThI, IPHCT UBaHOBUY? — TH-
X0 IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA.

—Kak Bupure, Bamia CBeTJ/JIOCTh... — OTBETHUII
bupoH, He Tporasck C MecTa.

—Ilogo#igu croza... IOG/IMKe... MHe HaZlo CKa-



3aTh Tebe HeCKOJIbKO CJIOB...

bupoH mojolresn K IUIEMAHHHIIE BeJIHKOIO
ITeTpa.

—BoT uto, JpHCcT IBaHOBUUY! - 3aroBopuia
nociaenHss. — CKOpo crofa mpubyaeT npuHI Mo-
pur; CakCOHCKHH... I HasHauMIa eMy CBUIaHUe
Cero/Hsg BeuepoM.

I'1yboKoe uU3yMJIeHHe 3aCBeTHUJIOCH B IJla3ax
bupoHa.

—4Yro >Xe BaM YIrOJHO OT MEHs, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTB? — HaCMeIIJIUBO CIIPOCHUJ GaBOPUT, KOTO-
poro AHHa MoaHHOBHA B 3TOT IIEPHOJ, BpeMeHU
JleprKaJia elle «B YepHOM TeJIe».

—Tak xak Mou o6ep-ropmapiuan Iletp Mu-
XaWJIOBUY CerofHs OTCYTCTBYeT, U60 OH OTIIpa-
BUJICA K CBeTJIEHMIIIeMy, TO er0 00g3aHHOCTH 5
BO3JIaral0 Ha Tebs, — C TPYAOM OTBeTHJIa AHHA
HoaHHOBHA. — SI mopy4ar TebGe BCTPeTUTH U
IIPOBOAUTH B IIapaJHBIM 3ajJ MopHIla U [0JIO-
KUTBH MHE 0 eT0 IIPUOBITUH.

BupoH 11o6eHe.

— Balmre BbICOUECTBO, Ballla CBETJIOCTh! — IPOT-
HYBIIIUM TOJIOCOM TIJIYXO IIPOTOBOPMJI OH. —
PUCKys HaBJledb Ha Ce0s BAlll THEB, S TeM He Me-
Hee OTKAasbIBalOCh MCIIOJIHUTEL Ballle IIPHUKAa3a-



HUe.

OH 0’KH/iasT BCIBIIIKY 3JI0CTH, GellleHCTBa CO
CTOPOHBI TepIIOTMHU U OBLI II0OpakeH KPOTKUM
roJIOCOM, KaKMM OHa allaTU4YHO U CIIOKOMHO
CIIPOCHJIA ero:

—IloueMy TBI OTKa3bIBaeIllIbCsl, JPHCT IBaHO-
BUY?

—/la IOTOMY, UTO 3TO CBEIIIIe MOUX CHJI! — BEI-
pBasIioCch y Hero 6ypHO. — Hey’KeJx BEI IIOJIarae-
Te, UTO 3/1eCb, — BUPOH CTYKHYJI ce6s1 110 CepaLLy,-

— UTO 3[leCh HaXOQUTCA He cepAlle, a KaMeHb?
Wiu Bel, TIOPQUPOHOCHUIILI, TBEPAO YOeXKIeHHl,
4TO JIF000Bb, HEHABUCTh U PEBHOCTH COCTABJIAIOT
HUCKJIIOUUTEJBHO Ballly IPUBUJIETHIO? A IIPO-
CThle CMEPTHEIE, IeCKaTh, pabbl TOJIBKO? — BUPOH
npeobpasmiacad. Kak 60JIbIIIONM M YMHBIM aKTep,
OH HallleJI [iIg 3TOT0 CIydas 0Co6ble HHTOHAIIUU
rosioca. — 51 He Mory BcTpedyaTb MopuIia, IOTOMY
4TOo s1 I7IyOOKO HEHABU)KY ero, IIOTOMy UTO OH
rpy6o ockopbus MeHs. Bamia cBetsiocTh! He 3a-
ObIBaliTe, YTO TOT YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOMY XOTb €/U-
HBIF pa3 [0BeJIOCh YBHUIETH COJHEYHBINM JIydY,
CTpAIlIUTCAd U HEHaBUAUT TbMY. BUIeTb TOpiKe-
CTBO JPYroro 4yejoBeKa B TO BpeMs, KOI7ia TBOe
coOCTBEHHOE cepAle 06/iMBaeTCsd KPOBBI M3-3a



OIHOM U TOH >Ke IMPUYUHEL, — 3TO Ta IIBITKA, 0
KOTOPOM He JIOLIUIU Ja’ke CBATBHIE OTIIbI MHKBU-
3ULUU...

Bcro aTy THpany BUpOH IIpoM3HEC TeM THEB-
HO-IIPOHUKHOBEHHBIM T'0JIOCOM, C TeM IadocoM,
KOTOPBIM CHUJIBHO JeHCTBYeT Ha IJIVIIBIX, PBIX-
JIBIX JKEHIIUH.

—AX, TBI BOT O YeM... — IIe4aJbHO YJIbIOHY-
jJack AHHa MoaHHOBHA. — TOJIBKO THI HeIIpaBAy
TOBOPHIIL: Uy HAaC, HOCAIMX TOPHOCTAaM, ecThb
YyBCTBO U cepjlie, JpHCT. I[IpyuHecH MHe BHHA,
MHe UTO-TO He II0 cebe.

bHpOH IIOCJIYIIIHO BEIIIEI.

Torga repnorvHsa B OTYASSHUM 3aJI0MHUJIA PY-
KH.

—He mMeTh IpaBa HUKOIZA IIPHHAJIEXAaTh
ce6e! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHAa. — O, 39TOT TOPHOCTAMA. ..

bupoH BepHYyJICI C BUHOM.

— Haseit! — mpukasasa AHHa loaHHOBHA.

OH HaJII Ky60K.

l'eprioruHg C >KafgHOCTBHIO BBIIHJIA MEJIKMMHU
IJIOTKaMH, I10CJIe Yero BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Xopoimo!.. Terrepp g IIOHHUMaw, II0UeMy Y
Hac Ha Pycu Tak 064t rpuberaTh K Cel oTpase.
MyTHUTCE yM, a Ha AYIlle CBETJIO TaK CTAHOBHT-



cd... [la ToI, IpHCT VU BaHOBUY, He BOJIHYHICS: CETO-
IOHAIIHee CBUaHMe OyAeT II0CAeJHUM C HUM... C
Mopuriem. IToHsn?

—Bama cBetsiocTh!.. BBl He IIyTHUTE? — GpO-
CUJICA K HOraMm reprnoruHu bupoH. — IIpaspa —
3TO?

—IIpaBna.

BbUpOH cTaJ OCHIIATE IIOIIEJYIMHU PYKU AHHEI
HoaHHOBHEI, a 0Ha, 3ayMYHUBO CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY,
THUXO IIPOMOJIBHJIA!

—-/la, ma, Bce KOHUEHO, MO BepHBIM Baccall.
Crymaii, ckaxu Jyb3e KiroreHay, 4ToObl OHa
IIpUIIJIa IIOMOYb MHE OJeThbCd, a CaM OXKHIaH
Mopwuria.

* * %

CHIBbHO [po’KaJd PYKU KpacaBUIIBl IJIb3BI
KiroreHay, Korzja oHa IIOMOrasjia reprioruHe oo6-
JlayaThbCs B ee IapaJHbIi TyasleT.

— Bairra cBeT/IOCTB, pas3Be BBl HajleHeTe KOpo-
HY? — YIUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

—/Jla, HazeHy. CerofHsa s MOJDKHA OBITH B IIa-
pazHoOM dpopMe, Mog MUJIas 6apoHecca.

—ITo xakoMy ciIy4aro? — He yaepskasach Ta.

—Ilo ciyuyaro nipueMa rpadga Mopuna CaKCoE-
CKOTO, — BO30Y)X[eHHO OoTBeTwjsa AHHa MoaH-



HOBHa.

Bosib110fi IIpHeMHBIM 3a71 3aMKa ObLI SIPKO
OCBellleH. 3aCBeTHUJIMCh CBeUYU B IIPUYY/JIUBLIX,
OTPOMHBIX JIIOCTPaX, 0Tpa’kasiCb COTHSIMU OTHeH
B BBICOKHX CTE€HHBIX 3epKaJaxX. B IiybuHe 3asa
BO3BBIIIIAJICS TePIIOTCKUH TPOH.

AnHa lMoaHHOBHaA B COIIPOBOXKJEeHUU 06ep-
ropMeunCTeprHbl BBIINLIA, CBepKasd OpHM/IIMaHTa-
MH, B 3aJI 4 IIOJHSIACE 110 CTYIIeHAM TPOHA.

- /laBHO 1 He cujeJia 37ech. He mipaBza iy, 6a-
pOHecca, He IIpaBja Ji¥, JpHCT MBaHOBUY? — 06-
paTuiachk OHa K CBOUM IIPUOJIMIKeHHBIM.

—/la, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, — IIPOOOPMOTANIHA Te
oba.

VckpeHHee, TJIy60KOe U3yMJIeHUEe CBEeTUJIOCh
Ha UX JIUIaX.

— ThI pacriopsAfuics, YTOOBI ero IIPUBEJIH CHO-
Ia? — cupocuiia bupoHa AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

- /Jla, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb...

— B TakoM ciiy4ae BCTaHb 3/1eChb, OKOJIO MeHH,
oKoJI0 TpoHa!.. U Bel, 6apoHecca, 3aliMUTe MECTO
C IPYroi CTOPOHHL.

[Iponwio HeCKOJIbKO MHHYT. OTKYZa-TO U3Ja-
JleKa, U3-3a I1esI0M aHQUIaAbl KOMHAT, IIOCJIBI-
IIaJIUCh IIPUOJIMDKAIOIecs II1ark, 60apele, pes-



KUe, yBepeHHbIe. /[Bepb B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 pacliax-
HyJIaCb — M Ha IIOpOre B COIPOBOXKAEHHH Ka-
Mep-¢ypbepa BrIpocaa ¢urypa 6JecTsAIero
«aBaHTIOPUCTa», HOJYHpHHIlA, Hosayrpada Mo-
pu1ta CakCoOHCKOrO.

KamMmep-¢ypbep, HU3KO CKJIOHHBILIHCH II€pe]
CUZeBIlleld Ha TPOHe repIiorMHeMN, OBICTPO Y[a-
JIJICH.

MopHuii czresiaa HeCKOJIBKO 111aT0B BIlepes.

Ero rjasa IIMPOKO PAaCKPBLIIUCHL B CHJILHEH-
meM H3yMJyIeHHH. OH KaK-TO PacTepsiHHO OIJIS-
HYJICI II0 CTOPOHAaM, CJIOBHO He IIOHMMafd, Kyja
OH IIOIIAJl ¥ YTO JOJDKHA 0003HayaTh BCSI 3Ta
HeOoOBIYaliHO TOP)KeCTBeHHas 06CTaHOBKaA.

[J1aBHOe, UTO II0PAa3suJIO ero, — 3TO TO 06CTOS-
TeJIbCTBO, YTO I'epIIOIMHA, er0 AHHA, Ha3HAUUB-
I1asl eMy CBH/IaHHe BeyepoM, Oblyla He OfHa.

«YTO OJDKHO 3TO 0O3HAYAThH? — MOJIHHEH IIPO-
HecJIOCh B ero rosiose. — /I 4ero ara Koposa
OKpy’XmJja cebsd 3TUMHU IJIYIIBIMH, CMEIIHBIMU
¢urypamu? — 1 BAPYr OH IIOHSUIL, a IIOHIB, YCMeX-
HyJIica. — Hey)KesIn OHa ’KejlaeT, UTOOBI g B IIPH-
CYICTBUM e€e IPHUABOPHBIX M B CTOJb TOPIKe-
CTBEHHOM 00CTaHOBKe OQUITHAIbHO IIOIIPOCHI
ee pyku? O, Iyynas, peIxjas 6aba!»



A C BBICOTHI «TPOHAa» BAPYT pasfajICs PesKU,
YyThb-UYyTh HAaCMEIUIUBLIN Trosoc AHHBI HoaH-
HOBHBI:

—S1 IPUBBIKJIA, UTO Te, KOTOPBIE SIBJISIOTCA KO
MHe, He 3a0bIBalOT IIpaBUia BeKJIUBOCTU IIPU-
BETCTBOBaTh MeHA.

Mopu1y B3pPOTHYJI, TOYHO IIOf, YAapPOM XJIBI-
cTa. OH ropzeiuBO BBIIIPSIMUIICI U, OTBECUB 3JIe-
TaHTHBIN ITOKJIOH TepIIOTHHE, BIIWJICSI TOPAIHUM
B30POM B ee JIMIIO.

Uro 3ro? EMy uyauTcsa, WIU 3TO — IIpaBha?
Hey>xesu 3TO — JIUII0 TOX CaMOM AHHEI, KOTOpas
elrfe TaK HelaBHO IJIAZlejIa Ha Hero BOCTOP)KeH-
HO-BJIX06JIEHHO?

Temepsb 3TO JIUIT0 GeccTpPaCcTHO, XOJIOLHO, KaK
MpaMop, C KeCTKHUM BBIpakKeHHeM IJia3, C 3J100-
HO HaCMeIllJINBOM yJIbIOKOM Ha ry6ax.

«3sMeHa!» — oxriia MopHuiia MBIC/Ib, U OH, e[l-
Ba CeprKUBas cebsi, IPOU3HEC:

-1 oueHb GJlarofapeH BaM, Ballla CBETJIOCTD,
3a IIpelofaHHLIN MHe YPOK BEeXKJIMBOCTH, B OT-
CYTCTBHUU KOTOPOM MeHs He yIpeKaJd HU IIpH
OfHOM O6JinicTaTeJbHOM ABope EBpombl. Eciu s
Ha OJHY CeKYHIy 3aMeJJINJ CKJIOHUTHCA IIeper
BaMH, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, TO 3TO IIPOM3OIILIIO KC-



KJIIOYUTEJIbHO IIOTOMY, YTO $I OB IIOpakeH
HeOOBIUalHBIM OJIECKOM BCeM 3JeIlTHeM 06CTa-
HOBKHU. — B rosioce Mopwuiia 3a3Bydasia HaCMelIl-
Ka. — JTOT IIBIIIIHBLIM TPOHHBIN 3aJj... BBI, Ballla
CBETJIOCTh, B TAKOM CBEPKAKIIeM Haps/e... Ba-
11a 6J1ecTsInas CBUTA...

B3op Mopuiia BCTPETHIICS C 3JI0PATHBIM, TOP-
JKeCTBYIOIIIUM B30poM bupoHa.

JIvio AHHBEI M0aHHOBHEI IIOKPBIJIOCE PYMSIH-
I1eM T'HeBa.

— 41 y3HaJja, 4YTO BBI, Ballle CHUIATEJIbCTBO, JeU-
CTBUTEJILHO Ilepee3yKau U Iiepee3rkaeTe OT JIBO-
pa K IBOpY, — CyX0 IIpoH3Hecja oHa. — OueBUJ-
HO, BBl OUeHb JIIOUTe JTI060BAThCI UY>KUM OJIec-
KOM U KPUTHUKOBAaTh €ro?

—Kak CBIH II0JIBCKOTO KOPOJIS, — BCIIBIXHYJI B
CBOIO ouepenb MOpHUIL, — 9 AOCTATOUYHO IIOIPHU-
BBIK JII0O0BAThCSI COOCTBEHHBIM 0JIECKOM...

- Hy a s, KaKk TOJBKO IUIEMSIHHUIIA PYCCKOTO
HMIlepaTopa U BoBa repiora KypJsiHackoro, s10-
BOJIBCTBYIOCh MaJbIM. C MeHSI U 3TOTO J0BOJIb-
HO! - AHHa MloaHHOBHA THUX0, 6€33By4YHO paccMe-
siy1ach. — 1 oueHb 006s3aHA, YTO BbI, BAllle BBHICO-
4eCTBO... Ballle CHUSTEJNbCTBO, YAOCTOMJIA MEHS
CBOHUM ITocellleHHeM. Ho He OyzieT JIM BaM yTOJ-



HO COOOIIIUTBH, UTO BBl UMeeTe CKa3aTb MHe?

HeBrIpasumoe, Iy1yxoe GelleHCTBO OXBAaTHJIO
Bce cyllecTBO Mopuiia. Tak rpy6o, OTKpOBEHHO
HaCMeIIUIUBO ellle HUKTO ¥ HUKOTJa HaJ HUM He
U3JeBaJICs, U ellle HUKOTIJa TaKas CTaBKa He Obl-
Jla CTOJIb II030PHO 6MTa, KaK ceryac.

—To, 4TO 4 Xesjlasl ckasaThb BaM, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTb, HOCUT XapaKTep KOHQUIEeHIIMAIbLHOCTH,
U II09TOMY 4 >KeJiaJl Obl UMeTh 4ecTh OeceZj0BaTh
C BaMHU 6e3 cBUETeslel, — TOPJe/IMBO BOCKJIHK-
HyJ1 MopHuir.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA obpaTuiack K BUpoHy:

— Mot muiblii OpHCT BaHOBUY, OyAbTe 106-
pBl IIOOHATH MOM HOCOBOM ILIATOK. — CiioBa
«MOM MUJIBIFI» OHA 0COOEHHO II0UepKHYJIa, a 3a-
TeM, CHOBa obpaliascb K MopHuily, IIpoJoJDKa-
Jia: — Bel roBopuTe 0 6ecefie 6e3 cBUAETesNe? ITO
K yeMy ske? Kak BIOBCTBYIOIIas reproruHs Kyp-
JITHJICKas, KaK pyccKas IjapeBHa, 51 COBEPIIEeHHO
He BMeIIIUBAlOCh HU B KaKUe IIOJIMTUYECKUe [ie-
Jia, a II0TOMY He BIDKY IIPUYMHBI [leJlaTh CeKpeT
U3 HAIIIUX PasrOBOPOB.

Mopuwuii 3acKpeskeTasi 3ybaMu.

«0, aro yx caumkoM! Quelle mouche a piqué
cette vache russe?»[6] — mogymast oH, mocjie 4ero



Pe3Ko CIIPpOCHII:

— A pasBe, KpoMe IIOJIUTUYECKUX TeM, HaM He
0 YeM I'OBOPUTEH, Ballla CBETJIOCTh?

—He 0 uem.

— A TI0UeMy >Ke Ha [IHIX TaM, B BallleM Oyaya-
pe U B Balllell TOCTUHOM, BbI 60JIee ueM JIF6e3HO
beceoBaJid CO MHOM O IpeaMeTax, COBCeM He
OTHOCSIIXCA [0 IIOJIUTUKU? — 3JI00HO BBIPBa-
JIOCH Y «ITapCTBEHHOTO aBaHTIOPUCTAa».

— Harurerr! — 1OBOJIBHO SIBCTBEHHO ITPOIIEIITAJI
Bbupow.

OH mo6siefHesI M cAesajl pesKoe ABIDKeHUe
II10 HaIIpaBJIEHUIO K CBOEMY Bpary, COIIepHUKY.

OmHako AHHa MoaHHOBHA BJIACTHBIM B3IJIA-
TOM OCTaHOBHWJIA CBOEro TaifHOTO paBOpPHUTA, IIO-
CJIe 4ero TBepZo IIpOM3HecsIa:

— Br1 ommrbaeTech: ¢ BAMU S He TOBOPHWJIA TaM,
rpad!

3JI060HBIN, CapAOHHUYECKHIM XO0X0T MopHuia
IIPOKATHUJICA II0J MPauYHBIMU CBOJAMHU TPOHHOIO
3as1a 3amMKa KeTJiepos.

— Kax? Byl cTaHeTe 3TO OTPULIATH, Ballla CBET-
JIOCTH? — HaXaJIbHO B3IJIIHYB B JIUII0 PYCCKOMI
I1apeBHBI, BOCKIUKHYJI MHOCTPAHHBIN «IIPBIHII».

— Crany. be3yc/JI0BHO.



—A-al - Bechb Aporka OT OellleHCTBA, IIPOZOJI-
’Kas1 Mopun,. — Tak, Tak!.. Bel IIpaBBI: BEI TOBOPH-
JIA He CO MHOM, a C KaKMM-TO TaWHCTBEHHBLIM
IOKTOpoM? Xa-xa-xal

— BBl 4 TyT ommubaeTecs, Ballle CUATEILCTBO,
TOBOpPMJIA He C JOKTOPOM, a...

AnHa MoaHHOBHaA IIPUIIOAHAIACHE U BBIIIPS-
MUJIach BO BeCh pocCT. Ta IlapcTBeHHAas OCaHKA,
KOTOPOM BIIOCJIEICTBUU JII0O0BAIUCh B HEU Uy-
JKe3eMIIbl, CKa3aach U Tellepsk.

JKyTkoe MoJiyaHMe, TOYHO TIPO3HBIN IIpef-
BeCTHUK OypH, TOTOBOM HasleTeTh, BOL[APUJIOCH
B 3asie. M TOJILKO cBeuMd 6ecCTpacTHO IOopesd B
CBOMX [WKOBHUHHBIX, UYAHBIX JIIOCTpax. M 3TOT
TpeleTHBIM, KpaCHOBATO-)KEeJITOBATHIM CBET Ha-
KJIa[bIBaJl KaKMe-TO TaWHCTBEHHble OJIMKKA Ha
JIAIIA IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUX.

Hakoner; AnHa HMoaHHOBHA TPOMKO, Pe3KO
Opocuia IIPsIMO B JIUI0 CBOEMY «KEHUXY»:

— 51 roBopMJIa TOTJA He C JOKTOPOM, a C JIyKa-
BBIM HCKaTeJeM IIPUKIYEeHUMN, CKPBIBIIUM OT
MeHs CBOe UCTUHHOe IIPOUCX0oXKaeHue![7]

MopHI1y OTIIIAaTHYJICS.

—UT0?! - BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, Opocasich K CTYIIe-
HSAM TepIIOrCKOr0 TPOHA C PyKOM Ha 3dece ImIa-



TU.

— OcTopoykHee! — KpUKHYJI BUpPOH, TOXKe XBa-
TasCh 3a IIIary. — He BCIKUI MOXKeT IIOAXOAUTH
CTOJIb OJIM3KO K CBAIIEHHBIM CTYIIEHSIM TPOHA,
XO0Td OBl U He KopoJyieBcKoro. Hasan!

—BcTranbTe Ha Ballle MeCTO, 06ep-KaMep-10H-
Kep! - KpukHyJa Ha bupoHa AHHa MloaHHOBHA U
obpaTmiach cHoBa K Mopuy: — /la, Ballle CHS-
TeJILCTBO, TaM, y cebd B Oyayape, g Iosaraja,
4TO TOBOPIO C YEJIOBEKOM, Ube IIPOUCXOXKIEeHUe
6esyrpeuHo. TaM pycckas IjapeBHa U I'epIlOrUHSA
BUJIejIa B CBOeM I'OCTe IIPUHIIA YMCTOM KPOBH, C
KOTOPBIM OHa MOJKeT CBSI3aTh CeOs1 y3aMU Opaka.
Ho BOT ceropHsa s y3Hasa, UYTO He MMeH IIpaBa
BCTYIIUTH C 3TUM YeJIOBEKOM B 6pak II0TOMY, YTO
OH, 3TOT OpakK, MOXKeT IIOKPBITH HeCMbIBae€MbIM
becuecTeM U MeH$, U BCe POCCUICKOE TOCyAap-
CTBO.

Mopwury 3airaTasicsa Ha MecTe.

—KT0, KTO oCcMeyMyICcsa CKas3aTb 3TO U IIOYe-
My? — XPHUILJIO BEIPBAJIOCEH Y HETO.

— BbI J11060TIBITCTBYeTe y3HATh: KT0? V3B0OJIb-
Te, 1 CKa)Ky: ero CBeT/JIOCTh KHJI3b MeHIIIUKOB. A
II04YeMy... BaM U 3TO YTOJHO CJIBIIIATE?

MopHIy CTOSI KaK OKaMeHeJIbIH.



—IloTroMy YTO 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK... YTO BEI, Ballle
CHATEJIbCTBO, U3BOJIMTE OBITH POXKAEHBI OT Hesa-
KOHHOM MaTepH, OT MeTpecChl Balllero OTIa, —
IIPOJi0JDKaJIa TepIioruH, IIPUYeM CIIyCTHIAach CO
CTyIleHell «TpoHa». — Bbl 0OMaHy/sIu MeHs, Mo-
PHII, CKPBIB TalHy Balllero IIPOMCXOXKAEHUT... U
II09TOMY ... s BO3Bpalljal0 BaM [JaHHYI MHOIO
KJIATBY OBITH Ballleil cynpyroii. CoBeTyr0 BaM B
TaJIbHEUIITUX IIOMCKaX 3HATHBIX HEBECT OBITH 60-
Jiee OTKPOBEHHBIM ¢ HUMH. [Iporaire!

Y, ropfio KUBHYB T0JIOBOM BKOHEI] OILIEJIOM-
JIECHHOMY IIpeTeHJeHTY Ha KYPJAHJICKHUU IIpe-
CTOJI ¥ Ha CBOIO PYKY, AHHa M0oaHHOBHA, COIIPO-
BOJXKflaeMasl CMepTeJIbHO 6J1efHOM ToPMerCTepH-
HOM, 6apoHeccort ¢oH KirroreHay, BesIMueCTBEH-
HO BBIIIIA U3 3aJIa.

CexyHza, gpyrasd... MOpHI] IIPOBEJI ApOosKallein
PYKOM II0 IIBLIAIOIIEH ToJIOBE M THXO0-THXO, KO-
JIeOJIroIIeics IIOXOKOM, II0IIIeJI K BBIXOAY.

BHUpOH TOPIKeCTBYIOIIle IJIsAeJI eMy BCIe[,.



Vi

«HawecTtene» MeHwunkoBa Ha Murasy.
hBa conepHukKa

BUZaHue becTyXeBa ¢ MEHIIIHMKOBBIM COCTO-

SJIOCH B 4YaCc HOYU B Pure, B TOT ’Xe caMbIH
IleHb, B KOTOPBIN Y CBeTJIeHIero 6sly1a ¥ AHHa.

TyT >Ke IPUCYTCTBOBAJ U KH43b Bacuiuii JIy-
KUY /l0JITOPYKUU.

—BBI 4yTO Xe 3TO, yro6esHenu Iletp Mu-
XaWJIOBUY, H3BOJIMJIHA 3aBapUTh B Mwurase? —
PesKOo HaIlyCTHJ/ICA Ha pe3ufieHTa BCeCHJIBLHBIN
BeJIbMO>Ka. — Kak BBl MOIVIU [OIIYCTUTH U30pa-
HUe Mopuiia repiioroM, pas BaM ObLIIO BelOMO,
4TO 3TO HEYIrOJAHO TrOCyJapblHe U BPEJHO PYC-
CKHMM HHTepecam?

bectyxeB He pacTepsicd. CTapbelid AUILIOMAT
IIPOCHYJICS B HEM.

— Bairra cBeTJIOCTh, BaM J0JDKHO OBITH M3BECT-
HO, 4YTO 1 He MMeI0 IIpaBa PYKOBOLUTHL BOJIEH U
JKeJlaHUeM celiMa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJI OH.

— CeriM! UTO0 BBl MHe TOJIKyeTe 00 3THUX IIyCTO-
rojIoBBIX OapaHax! BeIGUparT He OHU, a Te, KTO
HUMHU PYKOBOJUT... — THEBHO IIpojoJpKan MeH-



IIIHKOB. — A Ballle /eJI0, KaK JUIIJIOMaTa, 3aKJIIO-
4ajoch B TOM, YTOOBI CKJIOHMTH M Mapllajaa U
KaHIIepa B HalIlly I10JIb3Y.

becty’keB 11oBepHYyJICS K [0JITOPYKOMY:

— biraroBoJsinTe, Ballle CUATEJIbCTBO, IIepeaTh
€ro CBeTJIOCTH CYTh Balllell CeTOAHSAIIHeHN Gece-
Ibl C fellyTaTaMH.

JlosIropyKuii 06paTUICA K CBeT/IeIeMy:

—Bama csetrsiocTh! B cHily JaHHOM MHe HH-
CTPYKITHH, 51 IIPECTaBJIAI Ballle KM X UM rep-
nora I'oJIITeHHCKOIo, a 0 recCeH-TaMOYPICKUX
KHA3BAX ellle He yrioMHuHaJ. Korza s 6ecefoBalt
CeroJHs C KypJAHAIIAMH, OHH MHe IIPSIMO 3asIBH-
JIH, YTO HH Bac, HU reprora ['o/IIITeMHCKOIO Hs-
OpaTb OHM He MOIJIM II0 HECKOJIBbKUM IIPHYU-
HaM. Bo-IIepBBIX, BBl — HEBEOMBIH [JIs1 HUX KaH-
IUAT, a TePIor CIMIIKOM eIlle MOJIOJ, EMY BCero
TPHUHAJIIATE JIET. BO-BTOPHIX, — M 3TO IJIaBHOE —
06 ¥MMeHH Balllel CBeTJIOCTH 110 KUPIIIIUIAM HU-
I7le YIOMSHYTO He ObLIO. CTOSJIO TOJIBKO OJHO
uMs Mopuila, — BOT II0YeMY OHHU eT0 U BEIOpaJIH.
Temneps geryTaThl H3MEHATH CBOM BBIOOP He Ha-
MepeHBl. OHH CYHTAIOT, YTO IIOCTYIIM/IA BeCbMa
6s1aropasymMHoO, u3bpaB MopHIja, TaK KakK B IIPO-
THUBHOM ciy4dae Peub ITocriosinras paspeimia 651



KypasHauio Ha BOeBOJCTBA. f, Ballla CBETJIOCTH,
00BIBUJI UM, YTO €CJIM OHU He YUYUHAT HOBBIX
BBIOOPOB U He 0TBEPrHyT MopHIia, TO ¢ HUMH 0Y-
JeT IIOCTYILJIEHO HHBIM 00pasoM, BecbMa s
HUX CYPOBBIM.

— U, KIIHYCB, S IIOCTYIUII0 TaK!! — OeIlleHO BEI-
pBajJioch y OAypauyeHHOro MeHIIUKOoBa. >KUJIbI
HaIIPSAIJIUCH Ha ero JI0y U BHUCKaX, JIUII0 I106arpo-
Besto. OH 3aToras HoraMu. — [la, ma! S, g, MeH-
IIIUKOB, CMUPIO 3Ty KYPJISHACKYIO CBOJIOYb.

U 1y1y60K0M HOYBI0 OH BCTYIHJI C GOJIBIIAM
OTPSALOM B MUTaBY, OKPY>KeHHBIM KOHBOEM.

JTO Kypbe3Hoe BCTYIUIEHUe II0XOJUJI0 Ha Ha-
LIeCTBHE KaKOr0-HUOYb XUIITHOTO U aJTYHOTO 3a-
BOeBaTesJd Ha MUPHBIM, OTHIOIbL He BOUHCTBEH-
HBIY TOPOZOK.

MwuraBa, >KUBIIag BCe 3TO BPEMSI UYTKO-Ha-
OpsOKeHHOM, HEPBHOM JKU3HBI0, IIPOCHYJIACh OT
TOIIOTA ¥ TPOXO0TA BXOJUBIIIUX «BOMCK».

-Yto aTo Takoe? Was ist das? Diese
Soldaten... Aber was soil das bedeuten?[8] - B
HeOYMEHUU U UCIyTe BLICOBBIBAJIUCH U3 TOTU-
YeCKUX OKOH OYKOJHUYEeCKHUX JOMOB TOJIOBHI J[0-
CTOIIOYTEHHBIX OIOPrepoB, B HOUHBIX KOJIIIAKaX,
U Oroprepi, B CIIaJIbHBIX YeIlllax.



A «cBetsevinuii» J[aHUIIBLIY, II0-BULUMOMY,
He Ha INyTKy MHWI cebs JIMKYHIIHUM TpUyMoa-
TopoM, 'anHubasoMm, Orem IesapeM.

— 51 moka)Xy BaM, KaK He IIOBUHOBAaTLCS POC-
CUMCKOM [epr>kaBe, pas s, MeHIIHUKOB, >KeJar
OBITH BalllUM Treprorom! — IenTag OH, YIIOEH-
HEBIN CBOEM BJIaCThIO.

VTpoM K Hemy aBuIca Mopuir CaKCOHCKHUH.

MEeHIIIUKOB IIPUHSJI €ro HaJAMEeHHO, II0YTHU
rpy60. TOT «IIUPOKHUK» COBCEM 3aKyCUJI YAWIIA
M IIJIOXO0 OTAaBaJI cebe 0TUET B TOM, UTO JejaeT.

Mopury, I10cjie HaHeCeHHOI0 eMy IepIioTUHeN
OCKOpOJieHUs, OBl TOXKe B3BUHYEH [0 IIOCJIE[-
Hel CTelleHH.

JTa BCTpeya [BYX COIIEPHUKOB II0 IIPETEH-
NEeHTCTBY Ha KYypPJAH[CKYI0 KOPOHY He IIpe/iBe-
1I1aJ1a HU4Yero Jo6poro.

—V3HaB, UTO Bhl HU30paHbl TeplioroM, Ballle
CUSTENILCTBO, I HApPOYHO IIpUOBLUI B MHUTaBY,
4TOOBI OIIPOTECTOBATH TaKOe U30paHuUe cerMa, —
Havaj MeHIITUKOB.

Mopwuti, BEIIIPAMUBIINCEH, BOCKIUKHYJI:

— Bot Kak?

—/Jla, 3TO — BOJIA U JKeJlaHUe TOCyapbIHU UM-
IepaTpPHUILbL.



—Temeps — yBEI! - 3TO IIO34HO, Ballla CBET-
JIOCTB! BBl OIIO3JAJIM: CEeMM KOHYMJICS, YHHBI
pasbexaauch. CeliM BpIOpas MeHs, U HHKOIO
HHOIO Tellepb BHIOpaTb OH He MOJXKeT, — Ha-
CMEIIINBO IIPOTOBOPHII MopuIl.

-3TO0 MBI YBHAUM!- THEBHO BOCKJIHUKHYJI
MeHIITHUKOB. — I'eprioroM KypJugHICKHM JKeJsaro
OBITE 5!

— Hy, ogHoro Ballrero >kKejiaHUA ellfe HeLOCTa-
TOYHO, YTOOBI TaK U CIYUYHJIOCH, — 3BOHKO PacXo-
xXoTajica Mopuil. 3;06a K 4eJOBeKy, KOTOPBIA
TaK OCKOpPO6UII ero meper AHHOM M0aHHOBHOU U
TaK OII030PHJI €r0, 3aKJI0KOTaJIa B II060YHOM CBI-
He KOpoJid ABTYCTa, H OH Pe3KO0 IIPOoJo/DKaJI: — A
SABUWJICA K BaM, MHJIOCTUBBIM rocygapb, TOJIBLKO
KaK K IIpe/ICTaBUTEJII0 ee BeJIMYeCTBa IOCyAaphl-
HH HUMIIEPATPHUIILL, C I[eJILI0 OIIOBECTHUTL Bac O
MoeM H30paHHH, Jabbl 3TO, Uepe3 BaC TaKXKe,
CTaJI0 BeIOMO ee BesJMUeCcTBY. [36aBbTe >Ke Me-
HA OT YAOBOJILCTBHS CJIYIIATH Ballld I'HEBHEIE,
CMeIlIHbIe 3amryruBaHusd! IloTpyguTech He 3a0bI-
BaTh, YTO BBl TOBOPHUTE C CBIHOM KOPOJII M H3-
OpaHHBIM IepIioroM KypirsaHacKUM.

T'osioBa Mopuiia ropfo OTKHHYJIaCh Hasaf, B
IJ1a3ax 3aCBEeTHJIOCH IVIy60KOe IIpe3peHHe K CTO-



BIIIeMY IIepe]; HUM XyZ0POLHOMY BEICKOUKE.

MeHIIIMKOB 106arpoBeJI 0T OellleHCTBa.

—41... 4 He 3Ha10... 0QUITUATIBHOTO ChIHA KOPO-
Jis1 ABrycra Broporo; s 3Harw TOJIBKO rpada Mo-
puna CaKCOHCKOIO, BCTYIIATh C KOTOPHIM B Opak
s BYepa HMMeHeM HMIIepaTpHUIlbl 3allpeTHJI ee
BBICOUECTBY U CBETJIOCTU AHHe lBaHOBHe, —
XPHUILJIO IIpousHec OH. — Kxa, kxa! M 1mmoHmMae-
Te... IOHKUMaeTe, BBl HUKOIZIa He II0JIyYUTe PYKH
ee BbICOUeCTBa!

Mopury IIpe3pUTeIbHO YCMEeXHYJICA:

— Bbl, HO-BUUMOMY, JIFOOE3HEHUIIIHNHI, 10JIara-
JI1 YOAUBHUTH, IIOPAsUTh MeHS 3THUM COOOIeHU-
eM? Ho BBI )KeCTOKO OILIMOJIMCE: 51 CaM pasayMall
OpaTh cebe B CyIIpyrHd 0co6y, 3a6aBISIOIIYIOCS BO
BJOBCTBe C IIOJIyTalHBIMMU, IIOJYIBHBIMU (aBo-
putaMu. U ecsiu g BUepa He GPOCHUJI 3TOTO B JIU-
II0 «PYCCKOM IJapeBHe», TO €JHHCTBEHHO IIOTO-
My, UTO BOCIIUTAJ B cebe CJIUIIKOM PhIIIapCKUMN
B3IV Ha JKeHII[UHY, TOT B3IJIAZ, 0 KOTOPOM BHI,
KOHEYHO, BCJIE[CTBHE Balller0 HHU3KOIO IIPOMC-
XOXKIeHUsI He MMeeTe U IIpeficTaBJIeHUusd. A BOT
3a Te Qpaspl, KOTOphIe BBl M3BOJIMIN IIPOU3HE-
CTH 0 MOeM IIapCTBEHHOM, — MOpPHIL yIapHI Ce-
64 B I'PYyZAb, — IIPOUCXOKAEHUH, s OT Bac IIOTpe-



Oyro caTUChaKIIUH.

—YTto0?! - Bckouns MeHINTUKOB. — BBl MHE I'Po-
3uTe? — OH pacnaxHyJy OKHO, BeyIlee BO IBOp. —
Byl BuaHTe 3TUX COJIIAT, MOM KOHBOM, OTPSABI
BOMCK?

— Buxy.

—Tak d... TaK g CHI0 )K€ MHUHYTY BeJII0 CXBa-
TUTH Bac, KaK [ep3Koro 6e3yMIla-aBaHTIOPU-
cTa! — KPUKHYJI CBETJIEHIITHA.

Mopuwurj, orJIgesics.

OHH GBI OJTHH.

OH BBLICOKO B3MaXHYVJI IIPaBO PyKOU U HaHeC
yzap II0 Jiiiy MeHIIIHMKOBa.

—BoT Kak IPHHI[ KPOBH OTBeYaeT Ha JIep30-
CTH TaKHUX XaMOB-BBICKOUYEK, KaK ThI! — KpUKHYJI
OH.

MEeHIITMKOB IIOMIaTHYJICI U COBCEM pPacTepsi-
cA.

ITperxnme ueM OH OIIOMHMJICH, MOPHL] y>Ke BEI-
1I1eJI ¥ B iBepsX OpOCUII eMy:

— A CeKyH/aHTOB CBOHMX g BaM IIPHUIILIIO!

HeTpyzHo BO0O6pasvuTh, YTO IIPOUCXOAMIIO CO
«cBeTIerIMM». Korga K HeMy II0 ero 30BY SIBH-
JIUCh Mapliiaj ¥ KaHIiyiep KelisepJivHr, OH B IIPU-
IajKe HeYKPOTUMOIO OellleHCTBa IIepeles Bce



IPaHHUIIBI 61aTOIIPHUCTOMHOCTH.

OH OpsbIsraj CIIHOM U, yhapss cebs 10 AH-
IpeeBCKOM JIeHTe, KpruJaJl, KaK Ofep>KUMBIIA:

—He pomy1y! K yepty aToro Mopuria! S Bac
3aCTaBJII0 OTMEHUTH BBIOOpPHI! f... 4 Bac B Cu-
O6UpH comLIIo!

—Baira cBeTJIOCTB!.. — yaepsKuBajsia MeHIIIH-
KOBa €ro CBUTA.

Ho oH, pyrasick CKBepHBIMHU CJI0BaMHU, BXOIMJI
BCe B 6oJIblllee U 6oJIbIlIee BO30OyKIeHUe:

— 4 BBeny B MUTaBy /ABajIlaTh THICAY BOMCK!
... g paspyly Bech 3TOT IPOKJIATHINA TOPOL!

ITox Beuep oT Mopuria OBLI IIPUCIAH TOPKe-
CTBEHHBIN BBI30B Ha Jy3JIb.

PasbspeHHBIM MeHIIUKOB BMECTO OTBETA IIO-
cJ1aJl OTPSAM, CXBaTUTH 3TOr0 «aBaHTIOpUcTar». Ho
9TO 6€3yMHO€e B YMCTO IIOJIUTUUYECKOM OTHOIIIE-
HUU [IPpUKAa3aHHe He YBEeHYaJIOCh ycIieXxoM. Mo-
PHIL CKPBLICA.

Tak OKOHUYMJICA ONUH U3 IJIaBHBLIX aKTOB MU-
TaBCKOM Tparefuuy, B KOTOPOU HecuacTHas AHHA
HMoaHHOBHA ChIrpasia poJib JKePTBHI BeUepHeH.

Hauasiace posirad, AJIMHHAasA IIOJIUTHUYECKasd
MUTaBCKasl «3aBapyxar.



Vil
Mepen npue3noM BENUKOro Yapones

Hpomno HeCKOJIbKO HeJleJIb II0C/Ie TeX COOBI-
THH, KOTOpHIEe IIKBAJIOM HajeTeJad Ha Mu-
TaBy.

Tocka, yHEIHHE IIAPHJIH B TePIOICKOM 3aMKEe.
AnHa MoaHHOBHA, IIOTPSICEHHAs: HeYAaYHBIM PO-
MaHOM C IIpHHIleM MopuIieM, Bajga B COCTOS-
HUe IJIy60KoH anaTuu. llegsIMU JHAMHU OHA Gpo-
IWaa, KaK TeHb, II0 YHBLJIBIM KOMHATaM CBOEH
Pa330JI0UeHHOM «TeMHHUIIBI», & TO IIPOCTO IIepe-
BOpauyMUBasach ¢ 60Ky Ha 60K Ha code.

371004, TJIyX0e pasapakeHue OBJIafleBajIH Iep-
IJOTUHEH BCe C O60JIbIIel CUION. M, TOUHO Hapoy-
HO, CJIOBHO M3/leBasCh HaJ HeH, Iepe] IasaMH
BCTaBa/Il KapTUHBI BeceJIOM, OJiecTAIlell IIPU-
IBOPHOM I1eTepOypPrcKOM XKU3HMU.

AX, 3TOT 6JIeCK, 3TH BeJIMYeCTBEHHBIE IBOD-
II0Bble 3aJIbl, HAIlOJIHEHHBIE TOJIIION paboJiern-
HBIX, YITOJJIUBBIX IIPUIBOPHBIX, JKa{HO JIOBSIIIUX
MHUMOJIETHO-HeOpesXHBIM B3IJIAJ II0BeIUTesei!
Kak MaHHJI OH K cebe, KaK CTPacTHO XOTeJIOCh
OBl M3BeZlaTh YIIOeHHe BIacThIo!



AnHa MoaHHOBHa ObLjIa TeIleph y>Ke He IIpek-
Held MOJIOAOM IlapeBHOM, IJIYIIEHBKOM, YYyThb-
4yTh 3a0UTOM, pacTepsiHHOM. JTO GbLIa yKe JI0-
CTaTOYHO IIOXKHJIasg JKeHINMHAa, B CaMOM OIIac-
HOM KpUTHUYECKOM BO3pacTe: e Ileja TpUALATH
BOCBMOM T'OfI,

be3B03BpaTHO CXOPOHUB JIYUYIIIHEe TOLI B MU-
TaBCKOM 3aTOYeHHH, IIpeTeplieB MacCy YKOJIOB
CaMOJI0OMI0, M3BeJaB, IIpaB/a, KOoe-KaKyl JI0-
60Bb, J1I000BBb «TallHYH0», HTHOU pa3 BOBCe He II0
BJIEUEHUIO cepArlia, AHHaA [1oaHHOBHA HeyIep>KU-
MO pBajach K JPYro¥ >KW3HU, O0jiee IpPKOU, JIy-
4e3apHOM.

W B 3T0-TO BOT BpeMsA TO, UTO COCTABJISLJIO OT-
JIMUYUTEJbHYI0 UepTOUYKY ee XapakTepa— CyeBe-
pHe, TOCTUIJIO HAUBBICIIIETO HATIPSDKEHUS.

Ciry4aifHO ropslIliyie TPU CBEeYHN IIPUBOIUIIU ee
B y>Kac.

—BoH omHy! BOH!- Kpuuasia repIioruHd Ha
CBOUX IIPUIBOPHEIX.

Eciu ke K 3TOMY 3JI0CYaCTHOMY IIpef3HaMe-
HOBAHUIO IIPUMEIIHBAJIOCEH ellle 3aYHLIBHOE BHI-
The BeTpa B CTAphIX IeyaxX KeTyIepOBCKOIO 3aM-
Ka, HecyacTHad AHHa MoaHHOBHA COBCEM IIa/la-
Jla IyXOM, Tpscjachk, 6JefHeJIa.



«CMepTh... Heykeu g Ho/DKHA YMepeTh, KO-
Ifla MeHsd TaK TdHeT K HMHOM, OJIMCTaTebHOHU
JKU3HU?» — MeJIbKaJjla y Hee CTpalllHask MBICJIb.

OHa 1yyOOKOM HOYBI0 IIOAbIMAajia TPe3BOH,
IIpusbiBaja K cebe TO OAHY, TO IPYIYI0 TopMen-
CTepHHY, IIPUKa3bIBaja 3a’Keyb BCe KaH/eI10pbl
U pacCcKashelBaThb el KaKue-HUOYAbL «CKasaHUs»,
HO TOJIbKO He MpPa4yHOro Xapakrepa.

Tak mpoxopuia HOYb, 38 KOTOPOH CJIEHOBAJI
TOCKJIMBO YHBIJIBIH [I€Hb.

«CBoero» Ilerpa MuxaWaoBHUYa IePIIOTHHSI
IIOYTHU He BHJesa: becTy)XeB, «BJIOIABIINMICA B
3€JI0 OIIaCHYIO JUIS1 Hero IepefiesiKy I10 KypPJISH/I-
CKO-MOPHIIEBCKOM 3aBapyXe», OTYHUTHIBAICI U
OTIIMCBHIBAJICA BOBCIO... [IpM3paK IpO3HOM OIlaJIbI
CTOSLJI IIepeJ; HUM HeOTCTYITHO. Kypbephl Mua-
JIMCh U3 MuTasBhl B [TeTepOypr 1 o6paTHO.

B IleTepbypre IMpOMCXOAMIH «II0 Cell OKasHUH
KYPJISHJCKOM» 3acefaHUs BepXoBHOI0 TamMHOIO
CoBeTa, B KOTOPBHIX IIPUHMMAaJa y4acTHe caMma
umiepartpuiia ExkateprHa IlepBag.

JvKoe, HeoOy3ZjaHHOe HallleCTBHe MeHIIIHKO-
Ba Ha Murasy, ero 60Jiee yeM HeIIpUIUYHOE II0-
BeJleHHe C KYPJIAHICKUMH BJIACTAIMH U ¢ Mopu-
I1eM He Ha LIYTKy ucnyraau Iletepoypr. Tam co-



BEPIIIEHHO IIPaBHJILHO IIOHAIH, YTO OT BaH[A-
JIM3Ma «CBeTJIEHIIIeTO» MOXKeT BBIMTH U3PASHBIN
CKaHaJ.

B BepXOBHOM TallHOM COBeTe OBLI IIOJy4YeH
YKa3 UMIIepaTpUIIbL:

«[IoHe’Ke HBIHE KYPJTHJCKHE Jlela HaXO/sdT-
C1 B BEJIMKON KOHQY3HHU, U He MOKeM Yy3HaTh,
KTO B TOM JeJie IIpaB HJIX BHHOBAT, TOIO [JIA
HaJJIe’KUT OCBHETE/ILCTBOBATL M MCCIEL0BaTh
0 IIOCTYIIKaX TallHOTO COBeTHHKA becTy’keBa...»

CoBeT ompaspan becTykeBa, HO Ha [Ipyrou
JeHb HMIIepaTpHIla, camMa IIPHUCYTCTBOBAaBIIAA
Ha 3aceflaHUM, 0OBSBUJIA, YTO II0 ee MHEHHUIO
[TeTp BecTy>keB He 6e3 BUHBI: YKa3bl eMy OBLIH
II0CJIaHBL, & OH IIOCTYIIMJI 06PaTHO HUM.

HecmoTps Ha aT0, EKaTepnHa IIpHUKasaja
IIPeKpaTUThH JeJIo.

— Balre MMIIepaTOpcKoe BeJHYeCTBO, a Kak
BaM 0J1arOyrofHo CMOTpPeTb Ha IIPUTI3aHUA
CBeTJIEHIIIero KHA3s1 MeHIIIMKOBa Ha repIiorcKyro
KYPJIAHACKYIO KOPOHY? — 3afad HMIIEpaTpHUIie
BOIIPOC HEKOTOPEIE U3 «BEPXOBHUKOB».

-4 paccyxgarw Tak, TOCIIOJa, YTO >KeJIaHHe
CBeTJIeHIIero OBITH reproroM KypiasgHacKUM
HecoCTodaTeJIbHO. /Io cero KopoJis IIpycckuii u



TIOJISKU JOITYCTUTH HEe MOTYT, — OTBETHJIa UMIIe-
paTpuiia.

JTO 6BLI IEePBBIN yJap rpoMa TOM I'PO3BI, KO-
TOopasd cobupasach HaJ IOJIOBOM 3a3HaBIIIEIrocs
BBICKOUKHU-BeJIbMOXKH.

* % %

B mociemHee BpeMsa AHHa MoaHHOBHA cTaJjia
3aMeuaTh, UTO 6apoHecca Jib3a GoH KiroreHay
YIIOPHO, 110/ BCEBO3MO>XHBIMU IIpeJjIoraMH, CTa-
paeTcsd u3beraTb BCTPeUM C Hell.

«YTO 3TO C Hei?» — IMIPUIILJIO KaK-TO Ha YM Trep-
LIOTHHeE, U OHA IIpUIjlacuia K ce6e CBOI0 ropmei-
CTEepHUHY.

KpacaBuiia-BroBa He OCMeJjIMIach OCIYIIATh-
C BOJIM €e CBETJIOCTH: CJIHIIKOM YK IIOBeJIH-
TeJIbHO U HACTOSATeJbHO OBLIO 3TO IIpPUIJIAIlle-
HUe.

—-4Yro ¢ BaMy, Jir06e3Has 6apoHecca? Sl Bac He
BIDKY IIO IleJILIM [IHAM... BEI Bce XBopaere? —
crupocuyia AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

— /la, Ballia CBeTJIOCTh... MHe He3[JOPOBUTCH, —
CTapasch He IJIAeTh B JIUII0 CBOEH II0BEJINUTE Ib-
HUIIBI, XMyPO OTBETHJIA Ta.

—UYTo ’Xe TaKoe IIPOUCXOJUT C BaMHU? — IIPO-
[oJDKasia TeplioruHda. — U, ecaid BB O0JIBHBIL, OT-



4ero Bl He 00paTUTeCh K JOKTOPY?

HacMmenuinBag yJsipioKa mmpobeskasa 1o ry6am
6apoHecchl, HO OHA, IIOCIIEeIINB CKPHIThH ee, OTBe-
THJIA:

— AX, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, BBI TaK J00pHL... Ho...

—4Yto «HO»? [loroBapuBauTe!

—Ho He Bce [j0KTOpa MOTYT IIPUHECTU 06JIer-
yeHHe. BBITb MOXKeT, BBl COIJIACUTECH C 3THUM Ca-
Mmu?

— 51?7 C xakoH cTaTU? — BCIBIXHYJIA IVIEMSIHHU-
11a Iletpa.

OHa cpasy IIOHsJIa Bce: 3Ta «KpacuBas 6aba»
HaMeKasia e o Mopuile, KOTOPBI# II0J BUIOM
NOKTOpa SIBUJICA Ha HUX IIepBOe TalHOe CBHJA-
Hhe. Tak BOT KakoBa OHa, 3Ta «IIpefaHHas
HeMeIlKas 00KbsI KOpoBKa»! OHa yKaJIuT, I3BUT...

—IloTpynuTrech, Muaasi, TOBOPUTHL siCHeel! -
THeBHO IIpousHecsa AHHa MoaHHOBHa. — Iloye-
My s JO/DKHA OBITh OCBeJJOMJIEHA B HCKYCCTBE
IOKTOPOB?

—IIpomry IIpOCTHUTHL MeHs, Ballla CBETJIOCTH,
HO BBI, Ka)KeTCs, He TaK HM3BOJIMJIU IIOHATHL Me-
Hs, — [IeYajJlbHO OTBeTWa 6apoHecca. — S XoTe-
Jla CKas3aTh, YTO BpauM TeJjla 4acTO 0eCCUJILHBI
BpaudeBaTh AYIILY.



— A Bama gyira 60uT?

— O ;a, BaIa cBeTJIOCTh!

—YTo Xe ¢ BaMU IIPOUCXOIUT? — YAUBUJIACH
reprjoruHs, 06s1aaBIIasg KOPOTKOM IaMIThIO.

— BBI TOJDKHBI 3TO 3HATh, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, —
IIPO3ByYaJl BIPYT OTBET TOPMeNCTePUHBI.

-7

—/Jla, BBL... [IOMHUTEe JIU BBI, Ballla CBETJIOCTh,
YTO BRI O0emianiu caesaThb A9 MeHsI? — 1 JJb3a
KiroreHay B yIIop IIOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOK II0BeJIU-
TeJILHUITY. — Bbl 06emjasu BeJMKOIYIIHO OBIThH
MOeH «CBaxoi», KaK BbI M3BOJIMJIN BEIPA3SUTHCH...
51 mrobuiro IpHCcTa BrpoHa... IIpeskie OH BhIKa3bI-
BaJl KO MHe CHUMIIaTHUI0, JHO60Bb... HO Ipu3Ha-
HUe HUKOT/Ia He MOIJIO COMTH C MOUX YCT...

AnHa MoaHHOBHA OTIIMXHYJIAa HOTOM OOUTYIO
aTJIacOM CKaMeeukKy.

— A, BBI BOT 0 UeM?... — KAKUM-TO CTPaHHEIM,
He CBOMM T0JIOCOM Hayvajla OHa. — Bel 0 bupo-
He?... Ho, mocaymiaiite, Mogd Muiaasd 6apoHecca,
MHe Ka’KeTCs, 4TO eCJIM MY>KUMHa JIIOUT KeH-
IUHY, a KEeHIWHA — er0, My>KYHHY, TO... KaKoe
’Ke TyT TpebyeTcs ellle II0CPpeHUYECTBO TPEThe-
ro juna? B IOZOOGHBIX Ciy4asgX OHO CKOpeH
He’KeJlaTeJabHO...



—Kaxk xorpal.. — Ii1yxo, HeolpezejgeHHO OTBe-
THIa 6apoHecca.

Anna MoaHHOBHA X0JIO[JHO 6pocuIIa e:

— Crynarite!.. Bel 60J1b1IIe MHe He HY>KHBI Cel-
4Jac. A ¢ MOUM oOep-KaMep-FOHKEPOM $1 II0TOBO-
pro...

ITOT XOJIOLHBIM, CYPOBBIM OTBET MHOTOE IIO-
SICHUJI OapoHecce; HeJapOM B 3TO IIOC/IeLHee
BpeMs OHa II0AMeTH/Ia PeBHUBEIM B30POM >KEH-
IIIMHBI YacThle II0CeIeHUsT JPHCTOM I'epIIOTHHH.

—Panmu Gora, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, CejlaliTe MU-
JIOCTh, He TOBOPUTE eMy HHUYero 06 3ToM! — yMo-
JIAIOIIle BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— CrynayiTe! — 11ocyeo0Bajl BTOPUYHBIN BJIACT-
HBIU IIPUKa3s.

KirroreHay IIOKOPHO BBIIILIA M3 IIOKOEB IepIio-
THHU.

Ilo ee yxofe IIOCIeAHSA, YHUCTO II0-MOCKOB-
CKH, «II0-U3MaMJIOBCKKM» BCIUIECHYB pPYKaMU,
BOCKJIMKHYJIA!

—/la 4TOo >Ke 3TO TaKoe, MAaTYyIIKU? MIu Bech
CBeT 6eJIbIH IIOIIIesI IIPOTUB MeHA? 3aMy>K 3aXO0-
4Jellb UATH — He CMel, II0OTOMY KaKHe-TO ITPOKJIS-
Thle «KOHBIHKTYPBI» He CXOIATCA; eCcaUd Tak,
IIPOCTO, IIOpa3BJIEYbCS JKeJaelllb, — TOXKe He



CMel: HeMKa KaKasd-HUOyAb IIpoTecTyeT: «MoH
OH, JIeCKaTh, a He Balll». A YTO ke MHe Ha CeM
CBeTe IIpUHAJJIeKUT? HuUuyero, Kpome TOCKH,
CKYKH, CJIe3 Jja OfHHOoUYeCcTBa?

" AxHa HMoaHHOBHa pelluia 00BICHUTHCI C
JPHCTOM.

BHUpOH gBMJICA B 3TOT Beyep K ee CBETJIOCTH B
0CO0eHHO 60pOM, IIPUIOAHATOM HAaCTPOEHUH
nyxa. OH IIOHKMaJI, YTO TepIIOIUHI0 He0OX0QUMO
«II0[ICTETUBATh», II0 €r0 JIOMMOMY, «JIOIIaJHO-
My» BBIpa>KeHHUI0, HHaye OHa COBCEM COMJIEET CO
CKYKH U HaJeJaeT, 4ero Jo6poro, TaKUxX 4dyzec,
3a KOTOpEIe ee ygaadaT U3 MHUTaBEL A BeJb ellle
OOJIBIIION BOIIPOC: IIOTSHET JIK OHa €ero 3a Co-
6oit?... Cayuaii ¢ MopuieM, TOJIBKO Yy[OM He
PaspyILIMBIINKA BCeX €r0 IOp/e/IUBBIX, UeCTOJIIO-
OUBBIX ILJIAHOB, 3aCTaBHJI «MHUJIOTO JPHCTa» CTO-
ATb HaCTOPOJXKe, OBITH HAUEeKY.

—Bairra cBeTJIOCTb, BBHI OIIATH CKy4daeTe? JTO
BHU/IHO II0 BallleMy JIMIlY, — Hadajl JIOBKHUU «KO-
HIOX», CKJIOHSIACh Ha OJHO KOJIEHO IIepe]; Ieplio-
TMHEeH U IIOKPBIBas IIOIEJIYSIMHU ee PYKY.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa OT/[epHyJa ee, X0Ta 6e3
THeBa.

—A TebGe Beceso, JpHCT lBaHOBUY? - Ha-



CMEIILIMBO CIIPOCHJIA OHA. — Wb, KaK THI Pasro-
peJics...

BUpoH yJIbIOHYJICS:

— 51 He MoOry BeceJIUThCH, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, KO-
I7ia Mod II0BeJINTe/IbHUIA CKyJaeT.

— Oro? Tel — TaKOM BepHBIH pabd?

IIpu cioBe «pab» bBHUpoHA IEepenepHYJIO.
BrpoueM, 3Ty pesKyr ¢pasy OH ceiyac ke IIO-
CIIEIIIII «CMATYUTE», [IepeesiaTh [I0-CBOEMY:

—Korza cosHIle He CBETHT, BCe JIIOJH CTaHO-
BATCS HECYACTHBIMH, XMYPBIMH... S X0TeJI IIpe[-
JIOKUTH BaM, Ballla CBeTJIOCTb, KaKoe-HUOYIb
pasBiiedyeHHe... BIiolHe HeOOXOJUMO BCTPSIX-
HYTBLCA...

— Kakoe >xe pasBiiedeHHe MOKeT OBITh B 9TOU
OPOKJIATON MwuraBe? — allaTUYHO IIPOM3HeCsa
AnHa MoaHHOBHA.

BUpoH, 3HABIIMH €/1a60CTh IepPIIOTHHU K 0XO-
Te, )KUBO BOCKJIUKHYJI:

—A 0X0Ty YyCTPOMTH, Ballla CBETJIOCTH? Mou
erepd HalaJd Ha Cjefi HeCKOJIbKHUX KabaHOB.
[IpaBaa, 3TO — oIacHasg 0X0Ta, HO TaKOH BeJIUKO-
JIeIIHBI HeMBpO[, KaK Bbl, He JO/DKEH 604ThCS
Huuero! — U oH 6JM3K0 HarHyJcad K AHHe. — U
IIPUTOM BeJb OKOJIO Bac OyAy s, KOTOPBIM I'OTOB



OTZATh IIOCTIEAHIOI0 KalII0 KPOBH 3a CYAaCThe
YBHUJETh XOTh OJHY YJIBIOKY Ha BallleM JiuIe!.. —
CTPaCTHO IIPOM3HEC OH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA 6/1aKeHHO yJIBIOHYIaCh.

—AX, 0 OXOTHI JIK Telepb, IPHCT HMBaHO-
BHUY! - y>Ke pacuyBCTBOBaJIach OHa. — /la KaK-TO
U HEJIOBKO TeIllephb BRIM[ET. BpeMs Takoe Tpe-
BO’KHOE, CaM 3Haelllb. «BOT, — CKaXXyT, — HUJeT
3aBapyxa, a Hallla I'epIlOTMHA 0XOTaMHU Cebs Te-
muUT>». [100602KAeM y>K MaJIoCThb...

—-B TakoM ciiydyae He YCTPOHUTBH JIU 6GaJ? BBI,
Ballla CBeTJIOCTb, He [IOJDKHBEI 3a0BIBaTh, YTO
BBl — reprioruHsa KypigHpackasd. OTdero 6B Bam
He IIOKas3aTb MHTABCKOMY OOIeCTBY, YTO BCe
IIPOHCIIIe/IIee — IIYCTAIIIHAsS KOMeIHs [JId Bac —
TepIIOTHHU U IJIEMIHHHUIIBI UMIIepaTopa’?

—ITokasmyi... A ToO Ha caMOM Jiejle II0OAYMaAI0T,
UTO IIpe3peHHbI pabd MeHIIWKOB HarHaja M Ha
MeHsd, PYCCKYIO IlapeBHY, TaKOIO CTpaxa, 4YTo s
00I0ChH BBICYHYTHL HOC M3 CBOHUX IIOKOEB. A g Ha
Hero II/IeBaTh X0uy! — cpa3y BCKOJIBLIXHYJIACH AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHa.

OfHO ML UMSI HEHAaBHCTHOTO eil YeJloBeKa
IIPHUBEJIO €e B COCTOAHUE OeIlleHCTBa.

BHUpPOH 0BOJIEHO YJIBIOHYJICI M TOTYAC IIPOMS3-



Hec:

— 4 roBopu 110 aToMy oBoay c IlerpoMm Mu-
xausoBuueM. OH 0106psieT MOH ILVIaH...

AnHa MoaHHOBHaA NBITJIUBO IIOIJIA[esIa Ha
CBOEro TalHOro ¢paBoOpUTa.

— A TBI JaBHO CTaJI APY>KUTH ¢ becTyKeBbIM? —
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— MBI COIIIMCH C HUM B HUCXOJHOM TOYKE II0-
JIUTUYECKUX B3IJISI0B, — Ba’KHO OTBETHJI «KO-
HIOX».

—A-a... TeM Jy4llle, TeM Jiyd4lie... Jlydie
HMeTh BYX Ipy3el, yeM...

—YeM IBYX Bparos?

- /Jla, na... Tel — 60JIBIIION YMHUITA, JPHCT HBa-
HOBHUY.

—Ho 3T0 emje He BCe, YTO g X0TeJI COOOIIUTH
BaM, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — PaJOCTHO-BO30YKAEHHO
IIPOJIOJDKAJI «IIOOILIPEeHHBIN» BUPOH. — S TOTOB-
JII0 BaM K 9TOMY 6as1y Heo6bI4YaiHbIHN CIOPIIPUS.

Bapyr, cpa3sy, AHHe MoaHHOBHE II0YeMY-TO
BCIIOMHMJICS TOJIBKO YTO ITPOMCIIEAIINN Pas-
roBop ee c rodpmericrepuHod KiroreHay. OHa
B3[POTHyJIa U OTIIATHYJach OT CBOero bupoHa,
KOTOPBIX COBCeM ObLIO YK 6JIU3KO IIPUIABUHYJICA
K Hel.



— EcyIx 3TO — TOT CaMBIH CIOPIIPU3, KOTOPBIA U
sl TOTOBJIIO Tebe, — IIPOMOJIBHJIA TePI[OTUHS, — TO
COBETYIO...

BUpOH B HeJOYMEHHUH IIMPOKO PACKPBLI IJIa-
3a.

—Kakoi «TOT caMbIi CIOPIIPH3», Ballla CBET-
JIOCTB? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — OTKyZia BBl MOYKeTe
3HaTB?...

—OT Hee caMoO#, — pe3Ko IIPOMOJIBMIA AHHA
HoaHHOBHA.

- OT Hee? — e1je ¢ 6OJIBIINM YAUBJIEHUEM IIe-
pecipocusn bupoH. — IIo3BoJibTe, Ballla CBeT-
JIOCTB, 1 PEIIUTEeJIbHO He IIOHMMAI, O YeM H O
KOM BEI TOBOPHTE.

JINIT0 TepPIIOTHHHU IIOKPEIJIOCE PYMSHIIEM THe-
Ba.

— TBI JIyKaBUIIIb, JPHCT! — THEBHO BBIPBAJIOCH
y Hee.

-7 4 nykaBiaw? [lepex BamMu? /la 4TO C BaMHy,
Ballla CBEeTJIOCTh?...

B rosioce 6ymyiiero BpeMeHIIUKa 3a3Bydau
CTOJIb MCKPEeHHHE HOTHI U3yMJIEHHS, UTO AHHY
HoaHHOBHY cpa3y B3s1/I0 COMHEHHE.

«TyT Kakasg-To nmyraHuIia... He Mo>keT OH Tak
IIPUTBOPATBLCS», — IIPOHECJIOCH B ee T'0JIOBE.



— Hy, xopor1rro... Paccka’ky cHayasia Thl MHE O
TBOEM CIOpIIpH3e, a IIOTOM $ II0Belat0 Tebe O CBO-
€M, — HaCMeIlUINBO 6pocuiia MUTaBCKasl 3aTBOP-
HHUIIA.

— H3BosIbTE, Ballla CBeTIOCTh. CO IHA Ha [IeHb,
a Tellepb C 4aca Ha 4ac g OKHal0 IIPUOBITHSI B
MuTaBy OJHOI'0 BEJIMKOI'0O 4YesI0BeKa, KOTOpOro g
BBIITHCAJL.

—Thl BrIIHCAJI? — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa.

- /la, 4.

— Bestkoro yesioBeka?

—/Jla, MMEeHHO BeJIUKOIO.

— KT0 7Xe 0H? — IIOMHMO CBOE€M BOJIM HUCITyTaH-
HO CIIPOCHJIA TePIIOTHHA.

bupoH npomMosryas. TOJIBLKO ero Ijasa, BJIacT-
HbIe, CAMOYBEpPEeHHEIe, BCe IILIT/INBee BIIMBAJIKCh
B IJIa3a [IapCTBEHHOM 3aTBOPHUIILL. M B 3TO Bpe-
M — OBLI y>Ke OJJMHHAJIIAThIN Yyac HOYU — B CTa-
pBIX IteuaxXx KeT/IepOBCKOIO 3aMKa IIOCJIBIIIAJICS
CKOpPOHBIM, 3ayHBIBHBIN BOM...

«Y-y-yl.. a-a-al» — JOHOCUJIVICH TOCKJIUBEIE 3BY-
KH.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa mob6siegHesia. OHa Opocu-
Jlacb K BHpOHY M, OXBAaTHUB €ro IIel0 CBOUMHU



OBIITHBIMY pyKaMU, 3aTperieTasa Ha ero Ipyau.

— ThI coaplmuUmeb? CABIIINIIL? — BOCKJIUKHYJIA
OHa. — OIIATH 3TOT CTPAIIHBINM BOM... CIlacu Me-
Hd, JPHCT, I He X0Uy yMHpaTh... ['oCIIOnH, KakK
MHe CTpaIIHo!..

—AH"Ha... MUIag Mod!.. — aKTepCKHU-CIaSKUM
roJIOCOM BOCKJIMKHYJ BupoH. — IIpugu B ce6sl...
IIpUAUTe B cebs, Ballla CBETJIOCTb...

«AX!» — THX0 IIpOHEeCCd YeH-TO IT0AaBJIeHHBIN
LIIEIIOT OTYasAHUA 3a IIOPTHEPOH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, OTTOJIKHYB OT cebs1 bBupo-
Ha, CTOsJIa B II03€ XOJIOGHOTIO y’>Kaca, C IIIUPOKO
PacKpBITEIMU IJIa3aMU.

—Tsl coblman? cielliaga? — Ipo6opMoTasa
OHa.

—Yto? f HuUero He CJIbIXAI...

T'ostoc brupoHa ToKe 3aAposKall.

«AX, 3TH IIPOKJIAThIe 6a0bl! — IIPOMeIbKHYJIO
B ero rosoBe. — OHM MOIyT CBeCTH C yMa XOThb
KOT'0 CBOMMH HeJIeIILIMU CTpaxaMu!..»

—TaM... 3a IIOPTHEPOA... KTO-TO IJIaKaJI ¥ KPU-
YaJI CTpaIIHBIM CTpajaHueM, — IIPOoJoJDKaJIa JIe-
netaTh AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

bupoH craJ ycriokauBaTh ee. OH «BOPOBCKUM
IoIleIyeM» IieJIOBaJl IIBIIIHEBIE BOJIOCHI PYCCKOM



IIapeBHBI, ¥ Ta, YYBCTBYS OKOJIO CeOs IIPUCYT-
CTBHE CHJIBHOTO MY>KYHHEI, MaJIO-IIOMaJIy YCIIO-
KOHJIaCh.

—Tak KTO ’Ke 3TOT «BeJUKHI» UeJoBeK, 0 KO-
TOPOM TBI TOBOPHIIE, IPHCT MIBAHOBUU? — CIIPO-
CHJIa OHa.

—3TO — TOT YeJIOBEK, /1 KOTOPOTO IIPOIILIOE,
HacTodlIlee U Oyayllee sIBJIAeTCS OTKPBITON KHU-
rori. OH BCEMOIYIL; OH MOXKeT BCe IIpeJBH/ETh,
BCe IIpeayraziaTh, Bce IIpecKasaTh.

- KoigyH? — II0-MOCKOBCKH 3aTpscjach «ee
CBETJIOCTb».

BHUpOH, IIpe3spUTeJbHO YCMEXHYBIIHCH, IIPO-
H3HeC:

- AX, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh, BaM, Ka3aJIoCh Obl, JaB-
HO OBUIO IIOpa OTPELIUTHCI OT «MaMYIIKHUHBIX
CKa3ok»! KosimyHbl, 6a0bI-ITH, JOMOBbIE U JIe-
IITe — He II0 BallleMy caHy. HeT, TOT UeJIoOBeK, O
KOTOPOM s TOBOPIO, KOTOPOI'O S BBIIIKCAJ B KOTO-
PBI CKOpPO [LOJDKEH IPUOBITL B MHUTaBy, — He
KOJIIYH, a BeJIMYaNIIIUN YUEeHBIN, IIPO30PJIUBELl.
OH H3y4MJI TaWHBI BEJIMKOIo BocToKa, pasojpan
3aBeCy TaWMHCTBeHHOM WHIWM, 3TOM KOJIBIOEIH
4yesioBeyecTBa. OH IIOCTHUI TY BBICIIYIO IIPEMY/-
poCTB, IlepeJ KOTOPOM BCe HAIlKM II03HAHUA —



JKaJIKUM JierieT pebeHKa. /lI1 HEro HeT HeBeJO-
MOT0, U060 OH — BeJIUKUM MarucTp.

- KT0? - co cTpaxoM mepecrpocuia AHHa.

— BestMKuii MarucTp TaHOIo oppeHa «duoJie-
TOBOro Kpecrta». 30ByT ero Yesape /PKHOJIOTTH.
OH - HTaJbIHeI] II0 IIPOHCXOKAEHHIO, HO IIOYTH
BCe BpeMs IIpo6bLI B MHIHM. ..

— A TEL.. TEI OTKY/ia 7Ke 3Haelllb ero? — CIIPOCH-
Jla TePLIOTHHA.

-5 BcTpeTHiICcsa ¢ HUM B MOCKBe, KOTJla UMeJI
4eCcTh COIIPOBO’KAATH Bac, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, Ha
KOpPOHOBaHHe UMIIePATPHUIIEL...

— TrI Bupescsa c HUM? I'oBopuia?

—ToBopui.

— U 4TO0 Xe OH IIpefpeK Tebe? — CUJIBHO BOJI-
HYsICB, clIpocuyia AHHA MoaHHOBHA.

BUpOH CJIOBHO HaCJaXKJaJICd BOJHEHHEM
LIapCTBEHHOM JKEHIIUHEI, IIPUINYPUB IJa3a, OH
Me/IJIEHHO OTBEeTHIL:

— OH ckasaJx MHe, 4TO g1 0yy UMeTh CYacTbe
Zlep>KaTh B CBOUX 00 BATUAX. ..

ITopThepa paciiaxHyJiack.

Ha mtopore crosiia 31b3a ¢oH KiroreHay.

JIuio KpacaBUIIBI-0apOHeCcCHl OBLIIO HCKarKe-
HO 3JI10001, KOTOPYIO OHA X0Tesla 3aMaCKUpPOBaTh



IIPUTBOPHBIM BOJTHEHUEM.

— OKO0JIO OKOH HAaIllero 3aMKa s CJIBIIIaaa Ceu-
4Jac BBICTPeJIB], Ballla CBETJIOCTh!.. — BOCKJIUKHY-
Jla OHa.

AnHa lMoaHHOBHaA I106eJiesia OT GellleHCTBa.

— A KTO JjaJ1 BaM IIpaBO BPbIBAThCSA KO MHe 6e3
CTyKa? — KpUKHYyJIa OHa. — /la s Te6s, ack...

BupoH BrIpy4ynsI 6apoHeccy.

— Bamra cBeTJIOCTB! — BOCK/IMKHYJI OH. — Barire
BBICOUYECTBO, 1 CUI0 MUHYTY pasysHaro IIPUYUHY
9TUX BBICTPEJIOB...

—CrynanTe BOH!- KpUKHYyJA IUIEMSIHHUIIA
«THEBHOT'0, HeUCTOBOTO IleTpa» Ha CBOIO «CJIY-
JKaHKY».

Ta, IOHYpUB Ir0JIOBY U 3aKyCHUB I'y0y, Me/lJIeH-
HO BBIIILIA U3 «O0/j0apa» TepIiOTUHU.

ITo ee yxome AHHa HMoaHHOBHA CJIOBHO BCA
peobpasuiack.

— CroiiTe, cTOM, IpHCT VBaHOBUU! — IIPOMOJT-
BuJIa OHa. — TBOM crOpIpus A 3HaKW Tenepsb. He
yrogHo A Tebe ysHaTh M MOM: aTa 6aba ycTpa-
UBaeT MHe YyThb JIU He CIleHBl peBHOCTH. OHa
Biro6JieHa B Te6s1, IpHCT MIBaHOBUY. OHA IIPOCHU-
Jla MeHs Ja>ke OBITH CBaxor!..

«JIo’KB! BBI cCaMHM 00eIlfaan!..» — IIOC/IBIIIAJI0Ch



H3-3a IOPTHEPEL

—Tak BOT, Temepp s CIpaIllMBAI0 Bac, MOM
o6ep-KaMep-I0HKep: YTO JOJDKHO 3TO O3HA4aTh?
Ecyiz BaM yrogHO 3aBOJAUTH JIFO60BHBIE HHTPUTH,
TO U36epUTe I 3TOTO APYroe MecTo, KpoMe Mo-
ero saMka! — AHHy M0aHHOBHY KOJIOTHUJIA LPOXKb
CHJIbHEMINIer0 BOJIHEHUA. — ... 1 HUYero He
HUMeI0 IIPOTUB TOTO0, UTOOBL...

bupoH He [OCIyIIaB BEIIIEI.

Vil
HakaHyHe 6ana

HeMaJIO ObLIa yoUBJIeHA MUTaBCKas 3HATh, KO-
I7la IIoJTyYnJIa IIPUTJIallleHue U3 TepIiorcKOro
3aMKa Ha 6aJl.

[MosiyckaHJa/IbHasT HCTOPHUS HeyAaBIIIerocs
IpeTeH/IeHTCTBa MopHIla U ero CBaTOBCTBA OBbI-
JIa ellfe CJIUIITKOM >KMBA B MaMSITHU KypPJISTHICKOM
apPUCTOKpPAaTHU U CIy>KWJIa HOUCTHHE IIpUTYeH
BO s3bI1IeX. /la ¥ He Ce30H ellle ObLI JJIsI 6aJI0B.

OfHaKO HUKTO He OTKa3aJCsd OT IIpUIJIallle-
HUSI.

MwuTaBCKHe MOJAMCTKH 3apaboTaad BOBCIO.
CynpyTd U I0UepH BBICHIUX JO/DKHOCTHBIX JIUIT



U IIOYTEHHBIX 00ep-paToB CTapaUuCh APYT Ieper
IPYTOM B BBIYMKe POCKOIIHBIX U 60raThIX Tya-
JIETOB.

[Tpunuiock ¥ AHHe FloaHHOBHe 1103a00TUTHCS
06 atoM. Ee rapzepo6, He OTJIMUaBIINCS U3SIITE-
CTBOM BKYCa, OB K TOMY >Ke HeBeJIUK. [[pruu-
HOM sBJIAIach CKYZOCTH CPeJCTB, II0JIy4aeMbIX
repuoruHey KypisHACKOM. B CBOMX «CIe3HBIX»
nrcbMax B MockBy U IleTepOypr oHa Hepenko
’KaJIoBasIach, 4TO el «H0JIBIIYI0 KOHQY3UIO IIPH-
XOOWUTCA IIpeTepllieBaTh IIpef, IIPUABOPHBIMH U
MUTABCKUMU JlaMaMH, [I0He)Ke HeT y Hee JJ0CTa-
TOYHOM TOJIMKY U B HapsAAax U OpU/UIMAHTaX».
TaxuMm o6pasoM, II0Ka3aHUS HEKOTOPBIX JIHI[ B
HUCTOPHUH, UYTO [BOP e€e CBEeTJIOCTH OJmcTan
HeCJIBIXaHHOM POCKOIIBIO, YAUBJABIIEN Taske
UHOCTPAHIIEB, e/IBa JIU CIIPaBe/JINBLI.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA [0OJITO COBeIlajach CO CBO-
el MPUABOPHOM ITOCTABIITUIIEH.

— 51 pekoMeHioBas1a 661 BaM, Ballla CBETJIOCTD,
I1aTbe M3 6esioro 6apxaTa, OT[esaHHOe TOPHO-
cTaeM, — IIpefJjIosKUIa Ta.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHa, JII0OUBIIIas gpKUe IBeTa,
He corjialajach. Mo)keT OBIThH, OHA M TOTO 00SI-
Jlach, UTO OeJibl¥i I1BeT Oy[eT HeBBITOJHO OTTe-



HATH JKeJITOBaTY0 6JIEKJIOCTD ee JIUIA.

[Tocsie MONMTHUX KoJjiebaHHWI OCTaHOBUJIKCH Ha-
KOHeI] Ha MaJIMHOBOM 6apXaTHOM ILIaThbe C IOp-
HOCTaeM.

[Tepebupas CBOM Japer] C ZParoreHHOCTSIMH,
AnHa MoaHHOBHA 3JI00HO-0CAZ/IMBO, IIe4aIbHO
B3[bIXaJIa:

—HemHoro x ykpamrenui y MmeHs!.. Ilogy, y
Zl04epHu 3TOro IIpe3peHHOro paba MeHIIIHMKOBa
Kyja 6osbIite 6yeT... XOpOIIo HarpakAarT OHU
BCe IUIEMIHHHITY UMItepaTopal..

V6paHCTBO 3ay KeTsepoBCKOIO 3aMKa IIPOMUC-
XOJIWJIO IO, HeIloCpe[CTBEHHBIM HalbJIlo/leHueM
bupona.

Hazo co3HaThCs1, UTO Y 3TOT0 «KOHI0Xa», ChIHA
HUS3IIIero IIPUABOPHOIO CJIYKUTesd, OBIIM BKYC
U OOJIBIIIOM I10JIeT paHTaA3HUMU.

I'MpaAHBI J)KUBBIX ITBETOB HMCKYCHO II€peILe-
TaJIX MpavHble JIIOCTPBI H BBICOKHE CTeHHEIEe
3epKaJia ¥ IIPUYYIJIMBO CIIyCKAJIHUCh HaJl TPOHOM
B/JOBCTBYIOII€H I'ePIIOTUHH.

Bo BpeMms CITEIIHOTO IIPUTOTOBJIEHHS K 6ay B
3aMOK HeCKOJIBKO pas mpHesskas becTyskes.

[leyaTs BCeX IIEPEXKUTHIX K II€PEeKHBAaEMBbIX
HEIIPUATHOCTEHN JIekasla Ha YMHOM JIMIIE Pe3H-



IleHTa U o6ep-ropmapIiasia.

—Bce cyeruTech, Jyt06e3HBIN IPHCT KBaHO-
BUY? — obOpaljajcd OH C YyTh 3aMeTHOMN yCMelll-
Ko K bupony.

—UYto xe mopesaeltsb, Ilerp MwuxainioBuu?
Hamo 1moTelmuTs ee BbICOUECTBO... OHA TaK IPY-
CTHT.

—Ilociie HeymauHoOro csaroscrsa? Ho oTuero
’Ke BbI, MUJIBIH MOH, TaK ILJIOXO yTeIllaeTe ee BhI-
COYeCTBO, UTO OHA BIIaJaeT B TaKyI0 TOCKY? Bean
BBl HaXOUTeCh IIpU HeX 6e30TIYYHO.

JloJDKHO OBITH, 3Ta Qpasa He 0COOEHHO IIO-
HpaBmjachk BUpPOHY, ITIOTOMY UTO OH I'HEBHO Ha-
Opocuiicd Ha CIyT, yOUpaBIIUX 3aJL:

— He Tak, He Tak, yepT Bac nobepu! S BaM II10-
KasbIBaJI, IPOKJIATEIE OIyXU!

BecTy’)KeB I10I11e]T K TePIIOTHUHE, YJIbI0asiCh IIPO
cebs.

«M 9TOT CcTapiIui Jiakel o6ypeBaeM CTOJIb
YecTOJIOOMBBIMU IIaHaMHM, MeuTaMu! UTo 3TO:
3aBeIOMO HeMeIlKOe HaXaJbCTBO, UJIH [elCTBU-
TeJIbHO B MCTOPHH POCCUU BO3MOJKHEI TaKHe IIO-
pasuTresbHbIE Uyzeca?»

AnHa MoaHHOBHA TakK U pBaHyJaChk K CBOEMY

«CTapoOMy JIPYTY».



—Ilerp MuxaiyjoBUY, Kak s paja Tebsd BHU-
IeThb! — HCKpeHHe BLIPBAaJIOCh Y Hee.

— Cacubo, Ballle BBICOUECTBO, YTO IyMaeTe
060 MHe, — TeIlJI0O OTBeTHUJ becTykeB. — 3a MOU
PenKue IoceleHus IIPOCTUTE BeJIUKOAYIITHO. Ca-
MU 3HaeTe, KaKoe Telephb II0JI0KeHUe el

AnxnHa MoaHHOBHa B3IJIIHYyJIa Ha becTy’keBa,
II0CJIe Yero cKasaJia:

—Kak M3sMeHHJICA THl B 3TO BpeMs, MON MU-
Jbeid Iletp MuxarinoBuu! Ilocemes eme 60JIbIIIe,
COTHYJICH...

—IIpoxkATad IIOJIMTHKA He KpacuT Hac, IU-
IJIOMATOB, — yCMeXHYyJIcI becTyKeB U KpPyToO IIe-
peMeHUI pasroBop: — /laeTe 6aJji, Ballle BhICOYe-
CTBO?

—-/Ja, Ilerp MuxaiioBud... YrOBOPHUJI MeHS
IpHCT... BOJIBIION OH XJIOIIOTYH! — OKMBHJIACH
AnHa MoaHHOBHA.

— 0O nma! OH - O4YeHb IHEPTUUHBLIN YeJIOBeK, —
KaK-TO 3araZjoyHo IIPOPOHUI 06ep-ropMapiiaJl.

— U 3Haems, IleTp MuxaiijioBU4, OH TOTOBUT
MHe KaKoO#-TO cropupus! Thl HUYEro He CbIXasl
06 3TOM?...

— Koe-uTo ciIblIadn...

—IIpencraBb, OH TOBOPUT, YBEPSIET, UTO BBIIIU-



caJl KaKoro-TO BeJIMKOTO 4esioBeKa... Kak, OUIIIb,
OH Ha3bIBaJI ero? Ax, 3a0bLia...

— Besimkum mMaructpoM /P>KUOJIOTTU?

—BoT, BOT! IpHCT TOBOPHUT, UTO ITOT CAMBIHA
MarucTp o6jaiaeT 4yeCHbIM JapoM OTKPhIBATh
oyxayiree. Tol BepHUIllb B 3TO, [TeTp MuxaisioBuy?

—ITo)kxuBeM — YBUUM, — YKJIOHUHUBO OTBETHUJI
becTy’keB. — A BOT CKa’kKUTe, Ballle BBICOUECTBO,
4YTO 3TO TaKOe IIPOMCXOLUT C Balllel ropMercTe-
puHOU 6apoHeccoit ¢poH KirtoreHay? 51 BO BTOpou
pas BCcTpeyaro ee B cjIesax.

AHxHa MoaHHOBHA CMYTUJIACK.

- OpHako, IleTp MuxaioBuY, g BIDKY, YTO
TBI, HECMOTPS Ha BCe TBOX MHOTOYMCJIEHHEIE Je-
JIa, 30pKO CJIEeIUIIL 38 BCEM, YTO IIPOMCXOLUT B
MOeM 3aMKe, — BCIIBIXHYJIA OHA.

—IJTO He [IO/DKHO YOUBJIATHL Bac, Ballle BEICO-
YeCcTBO: 1 — He TOJBKO Pe3’JIeHT ee BeJIMYecTBa,
HO U 06ep-ropmapiiraj Balrero Bopa.

—IIpousomio To, — Hayaja IepPIOTUHSA, 3a-
MEeTHO BOJIHYSCh, — UTO 3Ta 0c06a, BJIIOOMBIIIHUCH
B BupoHa, 6eraeT 3a HUM II0 IIITaM U JOILIA 10
TaKOM [1ep30CTH, YTO II03BOJIMJIA cebe ycTpau-
BaTh MHe CIleHbl peBHOCTH! Kak Te6e 3TO ITOHpa-
BUTCA?



—A-al.. — mporaHyJ becTy’kes, IiejKas I1aJIb-
I1eM 110 KpBIIIIKe TabaKepKH.

— W g pemuiia BEITHATEL €€ BOH.

BecTyXeB, 3aTIHYBIINUChL TaOAKOM, CIIOKOMHO
OTBETHI:

— KoHeuHo, 3TO Balle IIpaBo, Ballle BELICOYE-
CTBO, HO 1 He COBeTOBaJI ObI BaM IT0Ka IIpuberaThb
K TaKUM pe3KUM MepaM: B MuTase U 6e3 TOro
HIeT HeMaJI0 TOJIKOB M IlepecyloB. bapoHecca
BeJlb 13 Cpebl MUTaBCKUX apHUCTOKPATOB.

— ThI fyMaelllb, Tak 6yeT JIyyliie? — 3a{yM4H-
BO IIpOM3HecJa repioruHg. — Ho oHa Hamoesa
MHe!

— CoBeTyro BaM, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, CAesIaTh
TakK, KaK s ckasasi!

- Hy nmagHo, I[Tetp MuxaiioBuy!

Vesxas, becTyKeB OIIITH BCTPETUJIICA C BHpO-
HOM.

- Hy, 9pHcT lIBaHOBUY, 3aBTpa y>Ke 6aJL; a rje
JKe Balll BeJUKWUM 4Yapojeu? — CIPOCHI OH. —
CMOTpuTe: BBl CIHIIKOM PAa30’KIJH JIIOOOIIBIT-
CTBO €e BEICOYECTBa.

bupoH caM00BOJIEHO YCMEXHYJIC:

—T'zme on, crpamuBaeTe BB, [leTp Muxauso-
BUY?



- Jla.

— OH y MeH4.

— Kaxk?! - yIuBIeHHO BOCK/JIMKHYJ becTy>Xes.-

-V Bac? Korpa >xe OH IIpUOBLI?

— Buepa.

—Ho 4... 1 HU4ero He 3Hasa 06 3aToM... CTaso
OBITh, /[PKUOJIOTTU KaKUM-TO Yy/IOM O0O'BSIBUJICS B
Muwurase?

—Ha T0 0H 1 yapopel, — XJIafHOKPOBHO OTBe-
TUJI BUpOH.

becty>xeB 3asymascs.

— Cayiiaiite, BUPOH: MOI'Y s1 CerofgHs I103gHeNR
HOYBI0 IIpHexXaTh K BaM, YTOOBI IIOBU/IATH Ballle
«BEHEIIUMCKOoe UyZ0»? — TUXO CIIPOCHJI OH.

—oxkanyiicra... ChoesnaiiTe MHJIOCTB, IleTp
MwuxauioBuu!..

— Xoporuo. Tak >XKauTe MeHd.

W mosgHel HOYbIO, HaKaHyHe 6aja, COCTOS-
JIOCh CBHUJaHHe becTy)xeBa C BeJIWKHUM Maru-
CTPOM.



IX
«Bropasi namMaTb»

HepBaa 3UMHSA MeTesJb KpyTWiIa Han Mu-
TaBOU, U B CTApbIX Ileyax ApeBHero Ketiie-
POBCKOI'0 3aMKa YHBLIO 3aBbIBaJl XOJIOAHBIU Be-
Tep.

bupoH npencrasiaa becTy>keBy /[PKHOJIOTTH.
JTO OBLI UesIOBEK BBICOKOI'O POCTa, C 0UeHb Kpa-
CHUBBIM JIMIIOM, XOTS €r0 YepThl OBIIN HEe COBCEM
IIpaBUJIbHBI U PE3KO OuepyeHBl; OH O06Jsazas
OBIDKEHUSIMU TUOKHMMH, HO IIOPBIBUCTBHIMU,
«yXBaTKOM TUTpa», KaK IoyMaJl Ipo cebs becTy-
JKeB.

-4 3Haw Bac, Ballle IIPEeBOCXOJAUTEILCTBO, —
IepBBIM HayaJl BeJIMKUM 4Yapojel, BIIUBAACh B
JIAII0 PYCCKOTO BEJIBMOXKHA B30POM CBOUX IIOpa-
3UTeJIbHBIX YepHBIX IJIa3, B KOTOPBIX CBETHJICH
OTOHb HeOObIYaMHOU BHYTPEHHE! CUJIbL.

JPKHUOJIOTTA TOBOPHMJI IIO-QPAaHIIY3CKH, C ejie
3aMeTHBIM HUTaJbJHCKUM aKIeHTOM; HWHOTZJa
BMECTO «>K» Y HETO BBIXOJTHJIIO «3».

BecTy’xeBa 3T0 co00IlleHHe He 0COOEHHO YAU-
BUJIO, XOTA OH HUKOI/IA B )KU3HU He BCTpeyasIcsa



C 3TUM «BeJIMKHMM MarucTpoM»: OH IIOJyMaJI, YTO
BHpOH, KOHEUHO, He IIPEeMHUHYJI II0CBATUTE /IKH-
OJIOTTH BO BCIO IIOJHOTOTHYIO ero, becTy’keBa,
JKH3HH. OJHAaKO OH CJIerKa HaCMeIIIUBO OTBe-
T

-4 4YTO-TO He YIIOMHIO, CHHBEOP /IPKHMOJIOTTH,
4TOOBI MBI Ifle-JIM60 C BAMU BCTPEYAIUCh...

Jluito MarucTpa 66110 6ecCTpacTHO.

— 4 sToMy IIOKa He YAUBJIAIOCH, Ballle IIPeBOC-
XOJUTEeJILCTBO. KarkeTcs, ecid g He OIIMOAIOCH,
BBI II0Ka He o6J1ajjaeTe BTOPOM IIaMAThI0, — CIIO-
KOMHO IIPOU3HeC 3aralOYHbI YeyIoBeK.

—BTOpoM IIaMATHIO? — YAUBJIEHHO BOCKJIHK-
HYJI pe3HJeHT.

—-/la, IMeHHO TakK... BBl HHYero HHUKOIZa He
C/IBIXaJIM O BTOPOH IaMATH, Ballle IIPEeBOCXO/IH-
TeJILCTBO?

«Hy, Tak X eCTb: OH — IIPOCTO IIapJaTaH, ¢o-
KYCHHK!» — IIPOHECJIOCH B T0JIOBe becTy keBa.

—Hert, He cibIXall, — efBa yhepskajacsa OH OT
YJIBIOKH.

- /la, 9TO He BCeM JOCTYIIHO. B KOPOTKHUX CJIO-
Bax g BaM IIOSICHIO, YTO 3TO TaKoe. BTopoi mmaMs-
TBIO MBI, KpeIllbl TaHHBIX HAayK, Ha3bIBaeM Jap
YJeJI0BeKa IIpo3peBaTh TO, KEM OH, YeJIOBEK, OBLI



[IO €T0 TeIlepelHero COCTOSHU.

BecTy’keB, pOBHO HUUEr0 He IIOHABIIUU U3
3TOTrO IIOSICHEHUs, 3aXJI0aJl rJlasaMu.

—IlosBoJibTe, JII00E3HBIN CHHBLOP /IPKHOJIOT-
TU! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. — BBI CKa3aJjH, 4TO MOKHO
IIPO3peTh, KeM ObLT YeJIOBEK JI0 er0 HaCTOSIIEro
COCTOSTHUA?

- /Jla.

—To ecTb Kak ske 3T0? IIpocTUTe, 1 3TO IIO-
HATH He MOTY, — pasBeJsl pyKaMU becTy»KeB.

bupoH mpuHec ¥ II0OCTaBUJI HAa CTOJ BUHO B
30JI0UEHOM KYBIIIUHE.

-4 mpopgospkar, — TOP>KeCTBEHHBIM TOHOM
HauaJl CHOBA BEJIMKUU MAarucTtp. — Sl rosopio,
4TO BCIKHUU 4YeJIOBEK, 00/1a[al0IUi BTOPOU IIa-
MATBIO0, He TOJILKO MOXKeT, HO JOJIKeH 3HaTh BCe
CBOHU IIpefIlleCTBYIOIMeEe IIePEBOILIOLIEHMs, BCe
Te Kpyr'y )KU3HU, KOTOPBIE OH IIepelieJl.

—3JTO... 3TO U3 06JIaCTU UEePHOKHIKHUSI? — 3a-
XOTeJI He YOapUTh JIUIIOM B I'Pda3b IIeper IIpHes-
KUM ¢uUrisipoM bectyxes.

—Bp1 ommbaeTrech, Ballle IIPEBOCXOLUTEb-
CTBO. 3TO — He YepHOKHIKUeE, a KHUTA Belnkon
MyzpocTH, IIO3HAHWI0O KOTOPOM IIOCBATHUJI CBOE
CIIyKeHHe HAalll opfeH «®DHOJIETOBOIO KpecTay,



BEJIMKMM MAaruCTpOM KOTOPOIO s MMEK 4YecThb
OBITH, — CIIOKOMHO BO3pasu /[>KHUOJIOTTH.

ITOT yBepeHHBIN, BJIACTHBIN I'0JIOC 3aCTaBUJI
«CMUPUTHCA» becTyxeBa.

—IIpoiry U3BUHEHUA, YTO {1, PYCCKUU TUILIIO-
MaT, HaX0’KyCb He B KypcCe [ieJ Balller0 «Tau-
HO-4y/IeCHOTO» OpZieHa, JI06e3HbIN CUHbOP /IKU-
0JIOTTH, — CKasaJ OH. — Ho g Jo/KeH 3aMeTUTh,
4TO BCE, UTO BBl HU3BOJIMJIM CKa3aTh, SIBJIIETCA
IJI MeHs 10 TaKOM CTelleHU CTPaHHBIM, HeO KH-
LaHHBIM... BBl BOT, HallpuMep, 3asIBUJ/IH, YTO 3Ha-
eTe, 3HAKOMEL CO MHOM... Ho Beib 3TO JKe — 4B-
Hoe... HeJopasyMmeHue... Kak nHaue IIpHUKa’keTe
B3IJIIHYTH Ha 3TO?

bupoH moman Iletpy MuxaijioBU4y CTakaH
BHUHAa. beCTy’keB OCYIIIIII ero.

BRINUII ¥ BeJIMKUEM MarucTp.

—XoTHUTe 3HATh, Ballle IIPEBOCXOJUTEIbLCTBO,
I7e MBI BCTpevauCh C BaMHU? — 3a/1aJI OH BOIIPOC
pesuzeHTy UMIIEPaTOPCKOr0 PyCCKOIo ABOpA.

-Xny c HeTepnieHueM, — YJBIOHYJICA TOT
IIPUABOPHOM YJIBIOKOM.

- B puMmckoM niupKe, Ha apeHe. § Torza ObLI
IJIaIMaTOPOM, a BBl — CTPOTUM censor morum,[9]
— y0eXX[eHHO BOCKJIMKHYJ /DKHUOJIOTTH. — U g



Kpuuan HepoHy: «Ave, Caesar, moriturite
salutantl!»[10] 1 BbI BMecTe C APYyrUMU OGellleHO
alIofAVpoBaid MHe, a, KOTJa MeHs JoOuBaJIy,
BBl IIepBbIe Clesaau «police verso», ToO eCThb «Z0-
6eli ero!». 1 MeHa youIu. 3TO ObLIA CeibMasi CTY-
IIeHb MOET0 IIePeBOILIOIIeHHUS.

CrakaH, KOTOPBIH fiep>Kasl B pykKax becTyxes,
BBICKOJIb3HYJI, yIIaJI Ha I10JI U CO 3BOHOM pPa3ouI-
Col.

Pe3suJileHT OTKHHYJICA Ha CIIMHKY Kpecja U
IITUPOKO PaCKPBITBIMU IJIa3aMU IJIAfesl Ha «Be-
HeIIeMCKOro Yapogesi».

—4Yro aro? IlyTKa?... — CjIeTeJ0 C ero mobe-
JIEBIIIUX I'y6.

-1 He ¥UMel0 IIPUBBLIYKHU IIIYTUTH, Ballle IIpe-
BOCXO/JUTEJIbCTBO! — pe3K0 OTBETHJI [[PKHUOJIOTTH.

— B TakoMm ciyuae BEL...

U peskoe CJI0BO TOTOBO y’Ke OBLJIO CJIETEThH C
YCT «eBPOIIEMCKOTO» IlapeABoplia TOIZAIIIHEN
TEeMHOH, I10JIyBapBapCcKoX Poccuu.

BUpPOH II0-pyCCKHU YMOJIAOIIle IIpolernTal be-
CTY>KeBY:

—Panu 6ora, IleTp MuxaiyloBU4, He OCKOpO-
janTe ero! Bl caMu He Iof03peBaeTe, Kakas
OTpPOMHas CHJIa HaXOTUTCA B 9TOM UeJIOBEKE...



BecTy>XeB OIIOMHWJICS, OBJIaZiesl COO0X0 U 00-
PaTHUIICSA K UTAJIBSHILY.

— Bce, 4TO BBEI TOBOPUTE, IIPABO, 3a0aBJIgeT Me-
H{, — YCMeXHYJICSI OH.

—Ciny4yasocb JIM BaM KOIZla-HUOy[Ab, Ballle
IIPEeBOCXOUTEILCTBO, — 3a3BE€HEBIIHNM U BJOX-
HOBEHHBIM T0JI0COM Hayasl /[PKHOJIOTTH, — IIPH
B3IJIAZle Ha KaKyH-HUOyAbL HEU3BeCTHYI0 BaM
MEeCTHOCTb HJIM Ha HeBeJOoMOe [0TOJIe JIHIIO CO-
IPOTHYTHCS BCEM BAIllMM CYII[ECTBOM OT YyBCTBa
KaKOM-TO TAMHCTBEHHOCTH, HEIIOHATHOMN TOCKH?
B 3Ty CexyHAy BaM C IIOPasUTeJbHOM SBHOCTBIO
IIpefCTaBJIgeTCs, YTO I7ie-TO, KaK-TO BBl y>Ke BHU-
ZleJIK ¥ 3Ty MECTHOCTB, ¥ 9TO JIMIT0. ['1e 1 Korja —
Bbl He MO)KeTe BCIIOMHUTBH, HO YOeXIeHBl B
9TOM. BrIBaIM ¢ BaMHU II0/06HEBIE SIBJIEHUA?

—/la, — OTBETHJ becTy KeB.

— A 3alyMBIBaJIMCh JIA BBl KOIZa-HUOYAb Haf,
BOIIPOCOM, UTO JKe 3TO TaKoe?

— Her.

— Taxk BOT, BUJUTe JIH, Ballle IIPeBOCXOIUTEIb-
CTBO, 3TO M eCTh TaK HasbkIlBaeMas BTOpas IIa-
MATh. OHa OTKPBIBAeT Ilepef HaMU KapTHHBI Ha-
IIUX IIePeBOIUIOIIeHUN, HAIIUX IIPEKHUX >KHUS3-
Helrl. UHCTUHKTUBHOM BTOPOM NIaMATBLIO B CJIa-



601 cTemeHH 06JIaal0T IIOYTH BCE JIKOAH, HO
YIOPAaBJIATE 3TOI0 BTOPOU IIAMATBHIO — VIeJ KC-
KJIIOUHTEJbHBIX HaTyp, O00JIaaloluX KOJIOC-
CaJIbHOM CHJIOM.

TpeBOo’KHOE YYyBCTBO OXBaTHMJIO becTykeBa.
Tocka ¥ cTpax mepez 3TUM IUKOBUHHBIM YeJIO-
BEKOM OBJIaJIeIH UM.

—BEI, KaK s CJBIMIAJI OT IOCIOAWHA BHpoHa,
COCTOUTE BEJIUKUM MarucTpoM opneHa «Puosie-
TOBOI'0 KpecTa»? — CIIPOCUJI pe3uIeHT.

- /Ja.

—Yrto 3TO 3a OopmeH? Kakue I1esi OH IIpeciIe-
IyeT? — cTaJI JOIIBITHIBATECSA becTy xes.

— 51 BaM y’Ke TOBOPUJIL: U3YUEHUeEe TAalfHBIX, OK-
KyJIbTHBIX HayK, 6Jiarofjapsg KOTOPHIM MBI MO-
JKeM CZeIaThCs COBepIlIeHHBIMH, II03HATh TaHY
«BEJIMKOT'0 CYIero» M JIMIIOM K JIMIy IIPUOJIH-
3UTHCI K TOMY, UTO MBI Ha3blBaeM «be3HauaJlb-
HBIM U BeCKOHeUYHBIM».

—H BbI, cUHLOP /KHUOJIOTTH, MO’KeTe IIOKa-
3aThb HaM, IIPOCTBIM CMepPTHBLIM, KapTHHEI IIPO-
II1JIOTO0?

—besycioBHO. 1 He TOJILKO IIPOIJIOTO, HO U
OyZay1ero! — IBIJIKO BOCK/JIHWKHYJ BeJIUKHUNM Ma-
TUCTP.



— 4] moHMMaz0, UTO 110 HEKOTOPBIM CJIefiaM, Ko-
TOpBIE IIPOIIJIOe HAK/IAABIBAET Ha YeJIOBEeKa, ero,
9TO IIPOIILTIOe, eIlje BO3MOXKHO OTYAaCTH yraJarh,-

- 3a[yM4HBO IIpojoJnKasl bectyxeB. — Ho 6yay-
mee? KTo MOKeT IIpo3peThb ero? PasBe TO, UTO
IOJDKHO COBEPINHTHCH, YoKe HaK/IaAbIBaeT CBOXO
ImeyaTh Ha Hac?

JPKUOJIOTTH BCTaJl M BBIIIPSIMUJICA BO BeChb
pocT.

U niepen, HuM becTy’KeB BAPYT II0YYBCTBOBAJI
ce6s1 KpariHe c1abbIM, 6€CCUIbHBIM.

—/Jla, BaIlle IIPeBOCXOAUTEIbCTBO, — OTBETUII
UTaJbsHeIl. — JTa IIeYaThb CylecTByeT. 1 Ha3hI-
BaeTcs OHa «Signump», 3HaKOM.

U eme fgosro nuia 6ecefa pycCKOro BeJIBMO-
JKH C TAaUHCTBEHHEIM 4YapojeeM MHIuUM U BeHe-
IIVH.

OctaToxk HouM becTy>KeB, BO3BPaTHUBIIUCE K
cebe, IIpoBeJI B KAKOM-TO TPEBOKHOM I10J1y3a06bI-
ThbU. Ero Ayl KomMap, TsoKesblil, 6e306pas-
HBIN... HeCKOJILKO pas OH, 06/IMBasgACh X0JI0JHBIM
II0TOM, BCKaKHBAaJI Ha II0CTE/JIHU ¥ JUKO KpHUYaJl...



X

Ban repuorvuHu. Yypneca Benmkoro
mMarucTpa

Tapelii KeTyIepOBCKUI 3aMOK HAaIlOJIHAJICA

Maccou IpUOBIBAIOIUX IocTeill. Bcg 3HATH,
pofOBUTAsA U CIyKebOHasg KypJIIHACKas apHuCTO-
KpaTysd, Cllelllja Ha 6ajl CBOel «He3aJausu-
BOU» TepIlOTUHU.

Takoro IIBIIITHOTIO, POCKOILIHOIO IIpasgHUKA
ele HUKOIZIa He ycTpauBasa AHHa MoaHHOBHA.
Mope oruem, rUpITH/BI [IBETOB, 3BYKH MY3bIKH.

—OfHako Hallla CBeTJIOCTh PaCKyTHIacCh! -
HaCMeIIUIMBO IIPOIIeIITaJ] Mapllaja Ha yX0 Kyp-
JITHIACKOMY KaHIyIepy. — C 4uero sTo oHa?

—MM... fma... — yOIUBWICA TOCIEHUU. — ITO
KaKag-TO HOBas Urpa.

— A rmocMoTpuTe Ha bUpPOHAa, Kak OH I'OpJ U Be-
JIMYeCTBeHEeH. ITOT «KOHIOX» BeCbMa CHHCXOMIU-
TeJbHO KHUBHYJI HaM, HaM— IJIABHBIM YHHaAM
Kypasguauu! dxuii Haxas! [IpoyduTh OBl €ro Ha-
0.

Kel13epsIMHT CTaJ HEPBHO U 03JI00JIEHHO IIO-
IIPaBJIATE JIEHTY Ha CBOEM MYHJHpE.



A bBupoH, KaMmeprep JABOpa ee CBETJIOCTH,
CMOTpeJI, JeMCTBUTEJIbHO, ¥ Ba’KHO U HaZMEHHO.
«CiiydalHBIM BBICKOYKAa», HO YMHHUK OOJIBIIION
PYKH, OH HU Ha CeKYHJy He TepsiI Bephl «B CBOIO
BEeJIMKY10, CHaCTIUBYIO 3Be3y».[11]

BecTyxeB, 00s3aHHBIN Ha CTOJIb OQHUITHAJIL-
HOM IIpHeMe HeCTH CBOX 06ep-ropMapliiajib-
CKYyI0 CIy>KOy, HaXOIHWJICI B IIOKOSIX €e BBICOYe-
CTBa-CBETJIOCTH.

— ITeTp MuxaityioBUY, IoAU-Ka Crofal — IIpUOT-
Kpblla ABephb CBoero «6omoapa» AHHa MoaHHOB-
Ha, 30Bs CBOET0 CTaporo, BEepHOTO JIpyra.

OHa ObLia ellle B IIyZilepMaHTeJle, HO y>Ke IIpU-
JecaHHad. OKOJIO Hee CYeTHJIMCh MJIQJIIIMe
¢perinHbl. OfHa JeprKasa MaJIMHOBYI0 6apxXart-
HYI0 «po0y», Apyrasi— IIBeThl, TPeTbsl— Beep U
I paroleHHOCTH.

«JKasg 6eCTaKTHOCTB! — € [gocafoi IIomymasl
Bectyxes. — Ilosypaspgeras IIpUrjaliaeT MeH,
MY>KUUHY, K cebe U IIpU BCeX».

— Cpes3xarTca? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHUJIA T'epIIOTH-
HAL.

- /Jla, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, — CYX0, OQHUITHAIBHO
OTBeTHJI 06ep-ropMapitas. — Bam GBI Hafi0 IIOTO-
POIIUTHCA C TyaJIeTOM.



- A Hy ux! IIomoXXpyT! - yabI6HyIack AHHAa
HoaHHOBHa. — Thl BOT JIydllle IIOCMOTPH, YTO
MHe IIpucIaaa uMIeparpunal

FeprjoruHA TOBOPHUJIA PaLOCTHO-BO30YKIEH-
HBIM I'OJIOCOM.

—Bawm? IIpucianu? UTo? — yAUBIIEHHO CIIPO-
cui becTyKeB.

— A BoT nostro6yiics, [letp Muxaiiosud! — U ¢
3TUMHU Cj0BaMU AHHa MoaHHOBHAa IofaJia bec-
Ty>KeBy OTPOMHBIN QyTysap. — Bepu, 6epu. Pac-
Kpo¥ U mocMoTpu!

becTy’keB ITIOBHMHOBAJICH.

CHOII pasHOLIBETHLIX PaAy>KHBIX OTHEH, KOTO-
PBIMHU TOpesiyd U IIepeIUBAINChL BEJIMKOJICITHEIE
OpWJIMaHTHI POCKOIIHOIO KOJIbe, YAAPUII B IJIa-
3a [apesBopLLy.

A TepIioruHA B 3TO BpeMs CKa3ajia eMy:

— 51 TOJIBKO ceiyac II0JIy4YusIa 3TO C KYpbepoM
OT ee BesiM4ecTBa. YUTaH, UTO OHA IIHUIIIET.

BecTyXeB IIpo cebs IIpoyes cofep KaHUeE aB-
TYCTeMUIIIero IoCIaHusd:

«IToHesxe yMHO BaMu OBLJIO IIOCTYILJIEHO U Be-
JIEHUSIM MOMM BEI He IIPOTUBUJINCEH 110 MopHIie-
BY [leJly, — >KaJIyro BaMm curo 6e3zmesnuly, 6yecK U
UrpaHUe KaMHeHN KOoeM a OTBJIEKYT Balllkd MBEIC-



JIA Ha UHOU Iy Th».

BecTy>keB IIpoyes U yCMeXHYJICA IIPO CceOsl.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA ObLIa IIOYTH YJKe OfleTa.

—Hy a 3TOT-TO rOCIIOAMH-CIOPIIPU3 IIPUOBLI? —
opocuia oHa bBecTyxeBy.

ToT, moramaBIIKCh, YTO pedb HAET O /[PKHO-
JIOTTH, OTBETHIL:

-4 He Bupas. 310 - y>Ke Heyo IpHcTa BaHO-
BHYA.

Bce IpuIIallleHHBIE YKe CheXaHCh. B 60JIb-
IIIOM 3aJle W IIPHUJIETarll[UX K HeMy TOCTHHBIX
CTOSIJI TUXUM TyJ T0JIOCOB, TOYHO >KyX¥OKaHHUe
IIYeJIMHOTO pod. Ta CKyka, KOTopas BCerfa Ha-
6irofazack Ha 6asax AHHBI M0OaHHOBHBI, Ha4H-
HaJla [JapuTh U Telepb. MHOIHMe YAUBIIAINCE,
4UTO ee CBeTJIOCTH He II0Ka3bIBaeTCd TaK J0JIr0, U
II0JIOJKHUTEJILHO He 3HaJIM, 4TO JesaThk. [IpaBja,
HeKOTOpbIe YIIMTaHHBIe 00ep-paThl YXUTPUIHUCH
y>Ke IIpobpaThCd B OTKPBITYI0 OypeTHYI0 U TaM
BO3HECTH MaJjioe >KepTBOIIPHHOIIIeHHe 60ry ba-
xycy. Hackopo omnopa’kHuBas 60Kasbl ¢ BUHOM, a
TO M IIPOCTO C HAaIIUTKOM 'aM6pHHYyCca — «HaIIUT-
KOM 00TOB U JIIOZIEN»,[12] — OHH yrKe C >KapoM
HavaJau OBLJI0O BeCTH PasrOBOPHI II0 M3JII00JIEH-
HOMY IIpeMeTy — I10 IIOJIUTHKE.



MuTaBCcKHe IIpesIeCTHUIILI, BCe 3TU YIIUTAH-
Hble, IOPOJHbIe 06ep-paTIiy, IIPUTOTOBJIAIUCH K
CBOeMY U300 IeHHOMY CILJIETHUYECTBY.

Ho BOT IOC/IBIIIAINCEH 3BYKU TPYO U JIUTaBP.

JTO OBLIO [0 TaKOM CTeIlleHHW HeOoKUJAaHHO,
UTO BCe B3JPOTHYJIM UM HEBOJbHO 00paTHIU
U3yMJIEHHEBIe B30PHI APYT Ha ApyTa.

—3JTO0 4YTO Xe 0603HauaeT? — IOCJBIIIAINUCH
THUXUe BO3IJIaChL

—Oro! C KaKHX 3TO IIOpP Y 3TOM AHHEI 3aBeJICd
TaKOH IiepeMOoHUuan?

MuTaBIbl MOTIJIM YOUBJIATHCA: JLEUCTBUTEID-
HO, 0 CHUX IIOp IIpHeMbl AHHBEI MOaHHOBHEL OT-
JINYAJIUCH OO0JIBIIIOM ITPOCTOTOM.

becTy>XeB II0CTy4aJl TPOCTBIO II0 IIapKeTy 3a-
Jla ¥ TOP>KeCTBEHHO BO3IJIaCUIL:

— Ee BBICOUECTBO, €e CBETJIOCTHL U3BOJIAT CJIe-
IOBaTh!

I'po6oBast TUIIMHA BOIlapUIach B 3ase. B3ophl
BCeX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX YCTPEMUIUCH Ha /IBEPH,
U3 KOTOPBIX BBEIXO[MIIA IJapCTBEHHAsA MUTaBCKas
«3aTBOPHUIIA».

Anna MoaHHOBHa OblIa U BeJIM4YeCTBEHHA, U
II0OYTH KpacuBa B 3TOT Beuep. B cBoeM pOCKOLII-
HOU «po6e», NUCKYCHO HapyMsHeHHas U HaCypM-



JIeHHas1, CBepKasd OpWIIMaHTaMH, OHa KakK-TO
0C00EeHHO TOP/le/IMBO BBICTYIIaJa U cMoTpesna. 1
Iake BO B3IVIAJle ee MaJIOBbIpasUTebHBIX IJIa3
CBETUJIOCHh UTO-TO 0ECKOHEUHO BJIACTHOE, YBe-
PeHHOe B CBOMX CHJIaX. M HEeBOJIBHO Ilepe] 3TOHU
BeJINYeCTBeHHOM JKeHIIIMHON CKJIOHUJIMCEH T'0JIO-
BBl MUTaBCKOM 3HATH.

-4 paja, rocroja, BUETh BaC BCeX Ha MOeM
CKpOMHOM 6aJie... — Hayajla AHHa I10-HEeMeIlKH
CBOMM OCOOEHHBIM I0JIOCOM. — Ilocie HeIpHsT-
HBIX JHEH CTPaHHOIO U He’KesaTeJbHOIO BOJI-
HeHMs, KOTOpoe OXBaTWIO0 MwuraBy, HaM HaJo
HEeMHOI0 pasBjeybcd... I 6yAy cyacTiuBa, ecid
BBI Bce OyfieTe YyBCTBOBATh Ce0s1 CETOHSA BeCesIo
U HeIIpUHYK/IeHHO...

Tuxui rys ogo6peHUs1 CO6paBIINXCA TOCTeH
ObLI OTBETOM Ha IIPUBETCTBHUE ee CBETJIOCTH.

CTOSBIIINI BO IJIaBe TPYMIIBI GJIECTAIUX KYp-
JITHJICKUX TOCTeHd KaHIylep Kel3epJyIMHTI BBICTY-
IIMJI BIIepes, U, HU3KO — II0-IIPUIBOPHOMY — CKJIO-
HUBIIIKCE Ilepef, TepIioTUHEMN, IIPOU3HeC:

—-HMed d4ecTb IIPUBETCTBOBAaTh Bac, Ballla
CBETJIOCTD, 1 II03BOJIA0 cebe OT UMEeHU BCeX CO-
OpaBIIMXCd IIPUHECTH BaM Hallly II0YTHTeJIb-
HeMUIIyIo 6J1arofapHoCTh 3a...



«[lonIn HeMelKHe HeCKOHYaeMble IIePHOo-
IbI!» — YCMEXHYJICA B Ayllle becTyKeB.

A KetisepsIMHT MeXXy TeM IIPO0JKal:

—3a Ty BBICOKYIO 4YeCTb, KOTOPYIO BBl OKa3Hhl-
BaeTe HaM BalllUM MHJIOCTHUBBEIM IIPUIJIAILIIEHU-
€M U II04YeTOM.

T'osi0Ba HeCcyaCcTHOM M3MaMJIOBCKOM IJapeBHEI
OTKHHYJIACH ellle TropZesuBee. B 3TUX IIPOCTHIX,
JDKUBO-IIYCTBIX CJIOBAX KYPJISAHACKOIO MarHara
AnHa MoaHHOBHA IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa IIPH3HAK pa-
boJlenusl, U 3TO CO3HAHKE HAIIOJHUJIO ee TIIle-
CJIaBHYIO IYIIy TPeIleTOM BOCTOPra.

«Ara! IIpekioHdeTecs? To-TO BOT... A TO HOC
BCe 3aJupad, MeHs B I'POII He CTaBUJIN!» — MOJI-
HUeU IIPOHECJIOCHh B ee roJI0Be.

Ilo raHHOMY CUTHAJIy I'PSAHYJIa MY3bIKa.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA BeJIMYECTBEHHO «M3BOJIU-
JIa cjefoBaTh BIIepe» IIOCPeaH PaCcTAHYBIIUXCA
U KJIAHABIIIUXCA TOCTeH U II0Z0IILIA K TePIlOrCKO-
My TPOHY.

B Ty ceKyH[y, KOTZja 3BYKH TpyO U JIMTaBp Ha
CEeKYHIY CTHXJIH, K ee BBICOUECTBY H CBETJIOCTH
nozoI1tes bBUPOH B I'pOMKO IIPOM3HEC:

—Bama cBeTsiocTh! bByIaropogHBIM CHUHBOP
JPKHMOJIOTTH, BEJIMKHUM MarucTp oppeHa «dHoJie-



TOBOT'O KpecTar», IPUOBI U 0KUIAeT BBICOKOM
4YeCTH yJIUIle3peTh Bac, Ballla CBETJIOCTb...

Bce B yUBJIEHUH IIepeTJIIHYIUCh. KTO 3TO Ta-
Kot /xuosroTTu? OTKY/Aa OH IIogBUIICI? MuUuTaBa
ellle He 3HaBaJIa TAKOIo rocrsd. KakoM «MarucrTp»,
Ila ellfe «BeJIUKUM»? Kakol opreH «PH0JIeTOBOTO
KpecTa»?

JKrydee JH060IBITCTBO 3aCBETUJIOCH B IJIa3ax
HapsIHOU, 6J1eCTAIe TOJIIIBL.

—ITompocure ero, rocroguH kKameprep! Mebl
OymeM pajbl BUIETb CTOJIb IIOYTEHHOIO HHO-
CTpaHIla, — OTBeTHJa AHHa MoaHHOBHA, IIOC]IE
4ero obpaTuiach K rocTaM: — MHe TOBOPWJIH, UTO
CUHBOP /KHOJIOTTH — BEJIMKUH aJIXUMUK, Yapo-
Ilell ¥ y4eHBI. BBITb MOJKeT, OH pasBJleueT BCeX
Hac, II0Ka3aB HaM CBOH 4dy/ieca.

A BeJIMKHUH 4Yapofied y>Ke ITOSIBHUJICA B 3aJIe U
JIETKOM, KpaAyIencs II0X0AKOM O0JILIIIOT0 TUTPa
HampasJisUICcad K reprjoruHe. OfeT OH ObLI 4pes-
BBIYallHO CTPaHHO U OPUIMHAJIBLHO. YepHEIe
Ty$JH C OTPOMHBIMM OpHJIMAHTAMU Ha IIPSDK-
Ke; OeJible III€JIKOBBIE UYJIKH; KOPOTKHe IITaHBI
yepHOro 6apxara, «IIypom»; TaKOro >ke 6apxara
Y3KUU KaM30JI C O0JIbIIUM OeJyIbIM OTJIOXKHBIM
BOPOTHUKOM 13 BeHEITMaHCKUX KPY/KeB; II0BEPX



KaM30J1a ObLI HAaKWHYT IIEJKOBBIM ILIAIl[-MaH-
THS BEJIMKOJIEITHOTO GUOJIeTOBOTO IiBeTa. Ha ro-
JIOBe CHHBOpa />KHOJIOTTU ObLIa HafleTa OCTPO-
KOHeYHas IIlalKa-KoJmakK ToxKe (HO0JIeTOBOIO
IIBeTa U TaKOM GOPMbI, KAKYH0 HOCHJIHN aCTPOJIO-
A U Yapo/ieU IIyb0KOoM ApeBHOCTH. Ho UTO 0cCo-
6eHHO 6pocasioch B IJIa3a — 3TO POCKOIIIHAS 30JI0-
Tas Lellb, UCIellpeHHas: KAKUMU-TO TAUHCTBEH-
HBIMU UeporaudamMy; Ha HeH BHCeN KpecT
HeOOBIKHOBEHHOM GOpPMBI. JTOT KpecT TropeJ
HeoObIYaliHbIM 0JIeCKOM U OBLI, II0-BUIUMOMY,
OpWIMAaHTOBBIM, HO— CTpPaHHOE [eJI0— 3TU
OpPWUIMAHTHL IIepeIMBaJINCh He pafy>KHBIMU
OTOHbKaMH, a CBETWIHNCH OJHUM POBHBIM QHO-
JIETOBBIM OJsieCKOM. U 4uyneH U 3arafioyeH ObLI
3TOT CBeET...

Bosibiivie yepHBIE rjla3a BEJTMKOrO0 Marucrpa
ropeJiv To)Ke HeOObIYalHbIM 6JIeCKOM.

U 11ipu mOSIBJIEHUU 3TOTO JUKOBHUHHOTO YeJIo-
BeKa KaK-TO Cpa3y, HeBOJIbHO IIPUTHUXJIA, 3aMep-
Jla pasojeTas TOoJIIla, HalloJIHIBIIas 3aJjbl KeTJie-
POBCKOTI0 3aMKa.

JKHUOJIOTTH TofoI1iies K AHHe MIoaHHOBHE U,
OIIyCTUBIIIKCH Ha OHO KOJIEHO, IIPOU3HEC CBOUM
MY3bIKaJIbHBIM, CTPAaHHO BUOPHUPYIOIIUM TIOJIO-



COM:

— [IpuBeTCTBYIO IIPEKPaCHYI0 IIapeEBHY U Tep-
IJOTUHIO JTaJIEKON CKa30YHOM CTpaHbL.

ITpu BuzAe /KUOIOTTH AHHaA MoaHHOBHA CO-
BCeM pacTepsiiach.

Bce 3TO BpeMd OHa TOTOBHJIACHL K BCTpPeUe C
UHO3eMHBIM yapogeeM. MBICJIEHHO OHa PHUCOBa-
Jla cebe ero o6pas, HO KaK BCe 3TO OKa3aaoCh
HEIOX0KMM Ha JIeMICTBUTENILHOCTH! Elf, BoCIU-
TaHHOM HAa CKa3KaX «U3MaWJIOBCKUX MaMVIIIEK»,
yapo/iei, KOJIIYH BCerna IMpeiCcTaBsyICd B BUe
CTaporo, APSAXJIOT0 CTapyvKa C OOJIBIION KOCMa-
TOM U cefoi 60pofoM... A TyT BAPYT Ilepe] Hel
OB BBICOKUM, CHUJIbHBIM, KPAaCUBBIM MY>KUMHA
C TPOH3UTEJbHLEIMHM IJla3aMH, KOTOphble TaK U
JKIJIU IYIIY.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA UyBCTBOBAaJja, YTO € HAMO
IIPUUTHU B Cebs1, OTBETUTh UYTO-JIMO0 IIOAXOSIIEee
Ha IIPUBETCTBUE 3aMOPCKOI0 TOCTS, — HO He MOT-
Ja. Kak 3aBOpO)KeHHas, 0Ha He MOIJIa OTBECTH
B3IJISI/Ia OT TOPSAIIET0 B30pa Ky/leCHUKA.

Bce 3amMmepsu. Bce oXHgasid CJI0B ee CBETJIO-
CTH.

becty’kesB, CTOABINIMNI 0K0JI0 AHHBEI FI0aHHOB-
HBI, C TPEBOTOM IJIsAZlesI Ha CBOIO IIOBEJIUTe/IbHU-



ny.

— Baitre BbICOYECTBO, /1a TOBOpUTe XKe!l.. — eye
CJIBIIITHBIM ILI1EII0TOM OPOCHII OH eil.

AHHa HMoaHHOBHA CJI0BHO OYHYyJacCh IIOCJe
MHHYTHOTO TSDKKOTO HaBasK/AeHMS.

—4... — Havajla OHa B3[APAaruBaIOIIKMM TOJIO-
coM. — A paza BUIETH Bac, IOCIOAUH [[PKHOJIOT-
TH, IIPH MOEM JBOpe.

U oHa nIpoTgHYyJIa PYKY, KOTOPYIO [>KHOJIOTTH
IIOYTHUTEJIHHO I10IeJI0BaJL.

—J'ai eu deja I'honneur de voir Votre Altesse
4 Moscou pendant le Couronnement de sa
Majesté l'imperatice,[13] — mmpousHec [>KHOJIOT-
TH.

— AX, BOT Kak?... [la, 1a, s cJbIIIIajga 06 aToOM, —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa AHHA.

Bce mpucyrcrByrOlye, obypeBaeMble JIH00-
OBITCTBOM, CTOJIIMJINCHE BOKPYI TIe€PIIOIHHY,
[okuos10TTU U becTy)keBa.

BUpOH CTOSI ¢ HAMeHHOM YJIBI6KOU B CTOPO-
He.

O Mys3bIKe, TaHIIaX ObLIO 3a0BITO. ITOT TAUH-
CTBEHHBIN 4YeJIOBeK IIPHUKOBAJ K cebe BceoblIlee
BHUMaHUe.

— A BEIL... BBEI [UIA Yero Iprexayd K HaM, B Poc-



curo? — HavaJsia 6eceny AHHa lloaHHOBHA.

—MeHsa Bcerfja MaHMJIa Ballla BeJIMKasl CTpa-
Ha, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, U 5, 3HAKOMBIN CO BCeMU
CTpaHaMM MHpa, 3aX0TeJs IIOCMOTpeTh Ha Poc-
CHI0, — OTBeTHJI /[P>KUOJIOTTH.

Ero rosioc 3By4as 6eccTpacTHO-CIIOKOMHO, a
B30p ero yAUBUTeJbHBIX IJIa3 BIIMBAJICI B OKPY-
JKaBIIIMe ero JIUIA.

- moslarar, UTO IIOCJIe Balllel IIpeKpacHOH
CTPaHBI Y HAaC BaM Ka’keTCs OYeHb HeIIPUIOoXKe:
X0JIOZ, YHBLJIBIE MeCTa, CHer, — IIpojio/pKajia AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHA.

—Ilocsie sHOMHOM WHIUK U >KapKoun HTaiuwy,
Ballla CBETJIOCTh, IIPUATHO IIOCMOTPETH U CHer. K
TOMY >Ke Be/lb B Halllell BJIaCTU 3aMeHUTH B JII0-
O0yI0 MHUHYTY CHeT POCKOIIIHBIMU IIBETaMH.

ITocienHue ciioBa JPKUOJIOTTH VAUBUIU BCEX.
Oco6eHHO 6bLIa ITOpa>keHa UMU AHHA M0aHHOB-
Ha.

—Kaxk ’xe 3T0O MOXHO CHer 3aMeHUTH IIBeTa-
MH? — )KHUBO CIIpOCHJIA OHA.

— O4yeHB 1IpocTO. BEI HHTEpecyeTech 3TUM, Ba-
1I1e BpICOYeCTBO? EC/IM BaM yTrOZHO, s MOI'Y I10Ka-
3aTb BaM 3TO BOOYMIO.

ToJsilla IIPUABOPHBIX TIOCTel IIPUABUHYJIACH



ellle OJIDKe K IepIlOTMHE M K BEJIUMKOMY 4apo-
Iero. JI'o60IIBITCTBO OBLJIO TaK CUJILHO, YTO 3aCTa-
BUJIO MHOTHX IIPUBOPHBIX 3a0BITH 00 ITUKETe.

—Kak? W MBI BCe YBUIHUM 3TO BOJIIIIEOHOE
IIpeBpallleHue? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA T€PIIOTHHA.

—/Jal — oTBeTWsJI BeJIWKUIT Marucrtp. — IIoTpy-
OUTeCh IIpUKas3aThb IIPHUHECTHU CHZa KaKOM-HU-
OyZb Tas, HAIIOJIHEHHEIN CHEroM, HYy, HallpuMep,
TaKOM, B KOTOPOM 3aMOPa’KHUBAIOT IITaMIIaHCKOE.

Bbecty>keB czesiaja 3HaK rjiasaMu bupony. Tor,
B CBOIO OUYepe]b, TUXO OTAAJI KaKoe-TO IIPUKa3a-
HUe IIPUIBOPHOMY JIaKel0.

becTy’keB TUXO0 IIporoBopmy AHHe M0OaHHOB-
He:

— CamuTech, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, Ha TPOH.
Heyno6HO BeCcTH BCIO 3Ty CIleHy CTOS. — OH IIO-
MOT TepIIOTMHEe IIOAHATHCS Ha CTYIIeHH IepIIOI-
CKOT'0 TPOHA U, KOTZja OHa ceJsia, 06paTHJICS C JIH0-
06e3HOM IIPUABOPHOM YJIBIOKOM K MHUTaBCKUM [ia-
MaM II0-HEMeIKU: — S IpeyIoKUJI OBl yBarkae-
MBIM TrocrokaM cecTb. Tak 6yfeT ymob6Hee BU-
IeTb UM U BCeM OCTaJbHBIM TO, UeM >KeJlaeT
YOUBUTH BCeX NOCTOIIOYTEHHBIN CHUHBLOP /KHO-
JIOTTH.

JlaMbl paccesiich, 00pa3oBaB OIHY OOIIYIO



JKUBOIIMCHYI TPYIILy, MY>KUUHBI, BCe YIIUTaH-
Hble 00ep-paThl, BO IJIaBe C KaHIJIEPOM U Map-
II1aJIOM, OCTaJUCh CTOATH. Bcsa cepeguHa 3aja,
TaKuUM 00pa3oM, 0Kasajlacb CBOOOLHOMA.

AnnHa HMoaHHOBHA, B3BOJIHOBAHHAs, C IOpP-
IIIUMH IJIa3aMH, CHJeJIa Ha TPOHE U C KaKHUM-TO
JKYTKHM, 3aTaeHHBIM CTPaxoM IIOIVIAJbIBajIa Ha
3aMOpPCKOI0 KyZleCHHUKA.

A TOT cTOsJI 6eCCTPACTHBIM, TOPZABIH, CIIOKOM-
HBIH, KaK KaKoe-TO JUKOBUHHOe U3BasHUe.

becTyXeB, MPOHUYECKHM OTHOCHUBIIMUMICA KO
BCEMY «CeMy JeMCTBY», HACMEIILJINBO yJIbI0aJICs.

—Pereat lux![14] - BApPYr IIpo3ByYas BJIACT-
HBIH I'0JIOC BEJIMKOT0 MarucTpa.

OH mpocTep IpaByl0 PYKy BIIepex— U 3aJl, U
BCe TOCTHUHBIE IIOTPY3U/IUCH B IIyOOKUU MpakK.

V BCexX HeBOJIbHO BBIpBaJICAd II0/IaBJIEHHBIN
KPUK HM3YMJIEHHS, K KOTOPOMY IIPHUMeIINBaJICA
CTpax.

Ho sTa TbMa IIpojj0/pKaiach BCero HeCKOJIbLKO
CEKYH/I.

Bapyr, HeHM3BeCTHO OTKY/a, IIOSIBUJICSI TaWH-
CTBEHHO-TPENeTHRIN, TIo0y60BaTO-QHOJIETOBBIN
cBeT. CHauyaJsi1a OH ORI OUeHBb CJIa0BIM, HO, Ma-
JIO-TIOMaJIy YCUJIMBASACH, 3aJIUJI COO0X0 TPOHHBIN



TepIIOTCKUI 3aJI, HaKJagblBasg Ha JHIla BCeX
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX CTPAHHbIE OJIUKU.

9TO OBLJI 0COOEHHBIM CBeT, He CXOXKHI C TeM,
KOTOPBIN I10JIyYaeTCs OT «II0TEITHOT0o»[15] orHs.

CraJso mo4TH IpKO-CBETJIO.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA, IIPUJIOXKUB PYKY K CUJIBLHO
ObIOIIEMYCS CEPAILY, ITOJIYIIPUIIOTHAIACH C KPec-
Ja.

— Ax! YTo >Ke 3TO TakKoe? — TUXO0 CJIETEeJIO C ee
ry0.

ITOT caMbIX BOIIPOC XOTeJIH, HO OOSIMCH 3a-
JaTb ¥ BCe IIPUCYTCTBYHIIMe, IIPUKOBAHHEIE
B30paMU K CUHBEOPY />KHUOJIOTTH.

[TosgBuJICd IPUABOPHBIN J1akeil. OH HeC 60JIb-
OI0OM MeTa/UIMUeCKHH Tas, HaIlOJHEeHHBIM CHe-
TOM.

—IlocTaBeTe ero crofa! — mpukKasasl bUpoH, 110-
KasbIBas Ha MECTO Kak pas IIPOTUB TPOHA repIio-
THUHU.

I'po6oBOE MOTYaHUE BOIAPUJIOCEH B 3aJIe.

JIKHOJIOTTH TIOJOIIIeJI COBCeM OJIM3KO K ee
CBETJIOCTU U CIIPOCHT:

—YTo0 BBl BUAUTE 37I€Ch, Ballle BHICOUECTBO?

—3mecs? 3mech— CHer, — OTBeTWIa AHHa
HMoaHHOBHa.



Torma JPKHUOJIOTTH 06paTUJICI U K TOCTSIM aB-
TYCTeHUIller TePIIOTMHU U PE3KO CIIPOCUIL:

— U BBI BCe BUUTE TOJILKO CHeI?...

—/Jla... ga... Hy, KoHe4HoO!.. /la, — B yAUBJIeHUH
IIOCBIIIAIMCH POOKUE OTBETHL.

Torga BesIMKWU 4apogeit /IPKUOJIOTTH IIPO-
CTep PYKH HaJ Ta30M CO CHET'OM U ITPOU3HEC:

— CMoTpuTe, BEI BCe, CMOTPUTE, Ballle BEICOYe-
CTBO, crozal.. He crryckaiite rias!

U B30pHI BcexX YCTPeMIJIUCh Ha HEBUHHBIA
mpeaMer.

CHer cTaJs1 TasATh TOYHO IOJ BJAUIHUEM CHUJIb-
HeUIeH )xaphl. BMecTo cHera mogBuUiach Bofaa, a
Ha HeW, Ha 9TO# BoJe, — MajJleHbKUe-MaleHbKUe
3ePHBIIIKH CBETJIO-KEeJITOTO IIBETa.

W3 ogHOro M3 3THUX 3epHBIIIeK CTajl II0Pasu-
TeJIbHO OBICTPO pacTU CTBOJ U IIOKPBHIBATHCSA
BETBSIMU, HA KOTOPBIX IIOABUJIUCH JIUCTBHS TEM-
HO-3eJIEHOTO IIBeTa.

V>Kac oBjiafies U AHHOM M0aHHOBHOM U ee T0-
CTSIMHU.

— AX!.. — IIpoHeccd II0 3ajIy IIOJaBJIeHHBIM IiTe-
IIOT.

A B30p BeJIMKOIO 4Yapojes He OTPBIBAJICI OT
CKas304HO OBICTPO pacTylero craoJsa. Ero pyku



BCe TakK ’>Ke OBLIM pacIIpoCTEpPTHI HaJ TasoM, U
BCe TaK ’Ke BJIACTHO-YBEPEHHO 3ByYaJl ero roJjoc,
IIPOM3HOCA KaKOoe-TO Marudeckoe 3aKJIHMHaHUe
Ha JIaTUHCKOM SI3BbIKe:

— Nasce o, arbor magnae misteriae, nasce! Est
in corpore tuo Signum et vis vitae aeternae...
Egomet, Magister Maximus, plenus potentiae
summae volo.[16]

Bce Bblllle, BIIle CTAHOBUJIOCH 3TO 3aKOJIZIO-
BaHHOeE JIepeBo.

—boxxe! Uto 3a ALABOJIBIIMHA?! — UCIIYyTAHHO
oTmIaTHyJica KelisepsiMHI. — 3TO — BOJIIIe6HOE
IepeBo!

— Fiat lux! /la 6yzeT cBeT! — BJIaCTHO IIPOU3HEC
JIKHUOJIOTTH.

TauHCTBeHHBINM (QUOJIETOBBINM CBeT KyZAa-TO
HCYe3, YCTYIIUB MeCTO KpacCHO-)KeJITOMY CBEeTY
CBeyel JIIOCTP U KaH/ess16p.

Ilepes BceMH CTOSJIO BBICOKOE JIepeBO, Ha KO-
TOPOM BHCeJIN BeJIMKOJIeITHbIe MaHIapUHEL.

JPKUOJIOTTH, COPBaB OJVH, IIOYTUTEILHO I10/-
HSAJICA II0 CTYIIEHSAM TPOHA U IPOTSAHYJI TePIlOTH-
He «Maru4ecKuu IIon.

—Jlyyiied Harpajmoy MHe, JaJeKOMY YyiKe-
3eMI1y, MoIJia Obl SBUTHCI MUJIOCTb, €CJIN OBl BB,



Ballle BBICOYECTBO, COOJIarOBOJIMUIMN IIPUHATH OT
MeHs 3TOT AYIIHUCTBHIN ILJIOZ, CTOJIb OBICTPO BBHI-
poCIIMii Ha CHeraxX Ballle OTYM3HBI! — IIOUTHU-
TeJIbHO CKJIOHWICA UTaJIbsgHell Ilepel AHHOU
HMoaHHOBHOM, KOTOPAasi COBCEM «COMJIEJIa».

JTO IIlepBOe 4Uy[0 TaWMHCTBEHHOIO Marucrpa
IIPHUBeJI0O BCeX B COCTOSIHHE KaKOI0-TO CTOJIOHS-
Ka.

bupoH mofas 3HaK — U IpsgHyJaa My3bika. Ho
3BYKH TOI'O YIIOUTEJIBbHOIO BajbCa, KOTOPBIHA BCe-
I7la CTOJIb 3aKUIaTesJIbHO JIeMCTBOBAJI Ha CEHTU-
MEHTa/JIbHO-UYyBCTBEHHBIX MHUTABOK, He IIPOM3-
BeJIU Tellepb HU Masleninero sppexra. Tak CHIb-
HO OBLII0 BIleUaTJIeHUe, [IPOU3BeleHHOEe Ha BCeX
CUHBOPOM /[KHOJIOTTH.

OmHako 6aJI Bce Ke HayaJIc.

JPKUOJIOTTH cTajl 6ecefoBaTh C beCTyKeBHIM,
Ha KOTOPOTO YyZA0 BEJMKOI0 MarucTpa IIpou3Be-
JI0O KaK pa3 o6paTHOe BIleyaTseHUe: 6ojiee yeM
Korpa-Hubyap Iletp MuxaiaoBuyd ObLI yOesKzeH,
4TO UMeeT [ieJI0 IIPOCTO C JIOBKUM QOKYCHUKOM,
a BOBCe He C YYeHBIM.

BUpOH, BOCIIOJIL30BaBIIUCH TeM, YTO Haya-
JIUCh TaHIIBI, IIOAOIle]l K TeplioTUHEe M THUXO
CIIPOCHII ee:



— Hy uto? Bugenu?

—Jlal.. —Tak ke TUXO0 OTBETUJIA OHA.

— OcTasuch JO0BOJILHBI?

— S ropaxkeHa, IpHCT...

- V6equauchk B MOTYILECTBE TOTO YeJIOBEKa,
KOTOPOTO g BBI3BAJI U3 JajeKoi BeHeriuu?

-0 ma!l.. Ho s1 6010Ch ero, OpHCT IBaHOBUY, OH
BCeJsigeT MHe KaKOH-TO y>Kac...

N B menore AHHBI MOaHHOBHBI, [TEUCTBU-
TeJIbHO, 3ByYaJl CTpax.

— A MeXny TeM, AHHa, BaM HaJl0 He 609ThCH
ero, a 6,1arocJI0BJIATh, IIOTOMY UTO OH CYJIUT BaM
TakKoe CYacThbe, 0 KOTOPOM BEI Ja’ke M MeuTaThb
He MOIJIY, — IIpousHec bUpoH.

—YTo >Ke: OH Oy/leT rajlaTh MHe CEeTOAHS IIPU
BCeXx?

- Jla, koe-uTo. OH BOOOIIIe TOKa)KeT BCEM eIlle
HeMaJIo uyzec.

becryxeB, pasroBapuBas C 4YapoleeM, He
CIIycKaJI B3opa ¢ AHHBI M0aHHOBHEI U bupoHa.

«4TO 3TOT ,,KOHIOX” HaIlleIIThIBaJI ei? 5 ybex-
IleH, 4YTO pasroBOp UeT 0 TOM ,uyle”, KOTopoe
BOT CTOUT Ilepef0 MHOH, — 0 />Kuosortu. Ho
Hey)KeJIM OH IIPH BCeX JIAITHET TaKyI0 LITYKY, O
KOTOPOM TOBOPUJI MHe BUPOH? — TPEBOXHO IIPO-



HOCHJIOCH B ToJIoBe obep-ropmapiiana. — Benb
€C/IM OH TPOMOIJVIACHO 3asIBHT, UTO AHHY XXIeT
HMIlepaTopcKass KOPOHA, 3TO HeMeJJIeHHO CTa-
HeT U3BeCTHHIM B IleTepOypre. A TaM Ha MeHs U
TaK KOCATCSA».

JPKHOJIOTTH KaK OBl cpasy IIpospes, KaKue
TPeBOXKHBIEe MBICJIHU 00ypeBasu 06ep-ropmapiiia-
JIa.

—YTOo BBl TaK YIPIOMBI, Ballle IIPEBOCXOHU-
TeJILCTBO? — TUXO0 CIIPOCHJI OH becTy’keBa.

ToT, mo>xaB IIe4aMH, OTBETHIL:

- Benp 11 Bac, TaKOro MOI'YILIECTBEHHOIO Ya-
popes, HeT TaWH. EciM 3TO CIIpaBe/IMBO — yra-
JanTe IMPUYUHY MOEI0 TPEBOYKHOIO0 COCTOSHUS
noyxa.

[IpucTaJbHO-IIPUCTAIBHO IIOTJIAZel B IjIasa
IjapeBOPIlY BeJIMKUU MarucTp U ellje THUIIe 6po-
CHJI eMYy:

— BBl 60ouTeCch OJHOTO 6€CTAaKTHOIO Yy/a C MO-
el cTOpoHBI. Ho, BO-IIepBBIX, €C/IM BaM He YIOJ-
HO, UTOOBI OHO COBEPIIHUJIOCH, €0 U He OyAeT, a
BO-BTOPBIX — OHO OyZleT CAeIaHO TaK TOHKO, YToO,
KpoMe ee CBeTJIOCTH, Bac, rocrioguHa bupoHa u
MeHs, 06 3TOM HUKTO He 0y/leT 3HaTh.

«/la, 9TO — HEOOBLIKHOBEHHBIN 4YeJI0OBeK!— CO



CTpaxoM B3ApOrHyJ becty>xeB. — OH YHUTAET 4y-
JKHe MBICJIH, KaK OTKPBLITYIO KHUTY».

— Xoporio! — ckasas oH. — f 1moJiararock Ha Ba-
Ille KMCKYCCTBO M Ha Ballly JIOBKOCTH, CHHBLOP
JOKUOJIOTTH.

TarHEI OIIATHL PACCTPOUIHCE.

BeJIMKUIT MarucTp, ¢ HU3KUM IIOKJIOHOM IIO-
LOM[S K TepILIOTHUHE, CIIPOCUIIL:

— He mmo’xeJsiaeTe JI¥ BEI, Ballla CBETJIOCTD, YTO-
OBl s BOCIIPOM3BeJI Ilepefi BaMH KaKHe-HUOYAb
KapTHUHBI U3 TOTO IIPOIILJIOTO, KOTOPOEe BaM I10Ye-
My-1160 0C06€HHO MUJIO U JOPOT0?

— W g yBIDKY 9TH KapPTUHBI?

- /la, COBepIIIEHHO SICHO.

YOUBJIEHHBIH ILIEIIOT T'OCTeH IIPOHEeCCs II0 3a-
JIy.

—YTo ’Xe g JOoJ/DKHA AJI1 3TOI0 JesaTh? — IIPO-
JlerteTasia AHHa MoaHHOBHA POOKHUM I'OJIOCOM.

— O4eHb HeMHOroe. fI TOJILKO IIOIIPOIIY Bac
YCUJIEHHO JyMaTh O TOM, YTO BaM OBLJIO OBI YIOJ-
HO BUJIETh.

ITocsie 3THX CJI0B B PYKax yapo/esi IIOsIBHUIOCH
MaJIeHbKOe 30JI0TOe OJII0fIeYKOo, Ha KOTOpoe OH
4YTO-TO HAaChINlaJ M3 30JI0TOI0 ’Ke (QIaKOHUYHKA.
3aTeM OH IIOCTAaBUJI OJIIOJeYKO Ha KPYIJIBIA



HeO6O0JIBIIION CTOJIMK, U BAPYT TpelleTHO-ToIy6oe
IUIaMs B3BHJIOCH IIPSIMBIM, POBHBIM CTOJIOOM
HaJ|, TAMHCTBEHHOM YallleYKoM, a KJIyObl apoMaTt-
HOTO0, CTPaHHO IaXHYIIEro AbIMa BOJIHAMHU 3aXO0-
DU 110 3ay. Kasajoch TUKOBHUHHEIM, KaK, OT-
KyJla MOTIJIH B3AThCA CTOJIb OOJIBbIIKE KJIYOBI, B
KOTOPBIX COBCEM CKpBLIACh QUIypa BeJIMKOIO
Marmcrpa. BMecre ¢ 3TUM OTKy[a-TO H3jajieKa
JOHEeCC U IIPOKATHJICA II0 OTPOMHOMY 3aJIy aK-
KOpPJ MY3BIKH. THXUU 3BOH CepebpPHUCTHIX KOJIO-
KOJIbYMKOB KaK Obl IIPUMeIasIcs K MeJOLUYHO-
MY 3BYKY TYrO HaTAHYTOM TOHKOM CTPYHEI. CBeT
cpasy morac. IIoTyxiu Bce JIIOCTPEI, BCe KaHJe-
JISIOPBL.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, UYTO Ybd-
TO ropsA4as pyKa C CHJIOM CXBaTWa ee PyKy, U
OHa YCJIBIIIAJIa CIeAYIOLIYe CJI0Ba Yapozes:

— CocpemoToubTeCch HaJi TEM, UTO BEI JKeJlaeTe
BHJIeTh, Ballla CBeTJIOCTh! /lyMalTe TOJIBKO 06
9TOM U IIPUCTAILHO IJIAAUTE IIPIMO BIIEpe[.

I'po3HO, 1TOBEJIUTEIBLHO, 3BY4YaJsl I0JI0C /IPKUO-
JIOTTH; B HeM yKe He OBIJIO HU MATKOCTH, HHU
IIPUIBOPHOM BKPAaJAYMBOCTH, & 3By4YasIO JIHUIIb
IIpUKa3aHue.

CaM OH BecCh Ka3aJICs KAKUM-TO OTHEHHBIM CY-



I1eCTBOM B TOM MpakKe, KOTOPBHIY BOLIApUJICI B
3ajle, — TOUHO YeJIOBeKa OOJIMIU CIIUPTOM MU IIO-
LOJKIJIN.

—Bpl BUgUTEe 4YTO-HUOYAL Ha CTeHe? — CIIPO-
CHJI 3aTeM YapoeH.

—Hert... HuYero, — OTBeTHJA TePIIOTHHI, —
TOJIBKO KaKHe-TO UCKPHL.

— Hampsraiite speHue!

U BApyT Ha CTeHe, UyTh-UyTh 03apeHHOMN QUO-
JIETOBO-T0JIy00BATBIM CBETOM, CTAJI BHIPUCOBBI-
BaTbCqd ¢UIypsl. CHayasa OHU He HMeJIH IIpa-
BUJIbHEIX, OIIpeJle/IeHHBIX ouepTaHU. Kasasiocs,
TOYHO 6ecpopMeHHbIe TeHU B3paruBajIv U ILIS-
CaJIy, TO IIpoIiazasi, TO II0IBJIAACH BHOBE.

['ny6okasgd THUINIMHA Ijapuja B 3aje. BbLIO
JIUIIIL CJIBIITHO IIOJAaBJIEHHOE, B3BOJIHOBAaHHOE
IbIXaHUue AHHBI 1I0aHHOBHEI U €€ TOCTEU.

berkas ceKyHIBI, CMEHIACh MHHYTaMH, KO-
TOpble BCeM MHUJINCH 0eCKOHEYHBIMHU 4YacaMU
BCJIE[ICTBUE OCTPOTHI JKIyUero, HaIps>KeHHOIO
0’KUJaHUS «4ero-TO CTPaIIHOT0, HeOOBIYalHOTO
C TOI'O CBETa, OT BJIacTH CaTaHEbI».

Ho BOT MaJIo-IIoOMaJIy IUIAIIYIKe TeHHU CTaIu
IIPUHUMaATH OIIpe/ieleHHbIe QOPMBL.

— Ax!.. —1IpoHecsI0Ch BTOPHUYHO II0 3aJIy.



Bce yBumenu cienpyroiee: OrpOMHBIMN, IJIUH-
HBIM CTOJI, BeCh 3acTaBJIeHHbIN KyOKaMH, KYB-
muHaMu. [locpeayHe Hero, Ha II0YeTHOM MeCTe,
BOCCeJjaeT OTpOMHas pUrypa rposHOro Iapsi, MM-
neparopa Iletpa. IIo IIpaByI0 PyKy €ro CHUAUT XY-
IOIaBbIi, 00JIe3SHEHHOTO0 BH/Aa, MOJIOJOM YeJIo-
BeK, B KaKOU-TO MHO3eMHOU BOEHHOUN dopme C
JIEHTOM U 3Be3[0M.

—Kt0o 3T10? BEI y3HaeTe? — THUX0, HO IIOBEJIU-
TeJIbHO, IIPO3By4Yasl I'OJIOC BEJHMKOIO0 MAarucrpa,
IIPOL0JDKABIIero aep>kaTb AHHY MoaHHOBHY 3a
PYyKy.

—boxxe Moit! — B y)Kace IIpolrernraja OHa. —
Ja, ma, Bce 3TO TaK... 9TO — KAPTHHA HAIIIET0 CBa-
nebHoro Imupa... BoT Mo MOIy4ud [s7s, UMIIe-
patop IleTp... A 3TO — MO¥ MyX... IlycTUTe MeHd,
MHe CTpaIHo!..

— A BOT Ta, KTO CUIUT IIO JIEBYIO PYKYy HMIIe-
paTopa, KTo 0OHa? — CIIPOCHJI Yyapojei. — [yagure
IIpHcTajabHee!

—3TO0 — 4, 4 caMa...

UynecHoe, HeoObIYaliHOe BHUJIEHHe TOpeso Ha
CTeHe HeCKOJIbKO MHHYT, a II0TOM II0TyXJo0. Ho
yepes IIAThL-IIECTh CEeKYH, IIPUYYIJINBLIE TEHU
OIIAATH 3aK0JIe6aIUCh Ha CTEeHe.



OxHa M3 IIPHUCYTCTBOBABIIUX [aM — JKeHa
Ba)KHOTO KYpPJISH/CKOTO YMHA — He BBIeprKasia
y»Kaca TaMHCTBEHHOI'O CeaHca U yIiaja B 0OMO-
pPoK. Ee IlocmemnrHo BBIHECIH Ha PyKaxX B COCeJ-
HIOI0 TOCTHUHYIO.

Ho 061118 3aBOPOKEHHOCTH TOJIIIBI IIPUBOP-
HBIX rocTel Oblla HACTOJIBKO CUJIbHA, YTO JlaKe
IIPOMCIIIeCTBHUE, KOTOPOe B HHOEe BpeMs BHI3BaJIO
OBI IIEPeII0JIOX, Tellepb He IIPOKU3BEJI0 HU MaJleit-
mrero a¢pdexra.

KapTuHa, mpejicTaBUBIIAsACI BCeM, Oblia ClIe-
IOyIolllas: YHbLIAasd II0JIIHA, 3aHeCeHHas CHerOM.
Bricokas ropa... HeboJsblioe 3zaHue, SpKoO OCBe-
meHHoe. HeCKOJIbKO II0BO30K, U3 KOTOPBIX IIep-
Bas, OTJIMYAIOIIAsICS 0COO0M POCKOIIBI0, OKPYIKe-
Ha TOJIIIOH JIrofel. 113 II0BO3KU BBIHOCAT HA PY-
KaX 4eJIOBeKa B MeXOBOH IITHMHeJ . OHa pacliax-
HyJIaCh ¥ II03BOJIAeT BUJMETH JIEHTY W 3Be3[y...
TyT e, Bliepeu Ipyrux, B 6apxaTHOU TOPHOCTa-
eBOM IIIyOKe CTOUT MOJIOJAs >KEeHIMHA B I103e
IJIyOOKOT0 OTYasgHUs, 3a,IOMUB PYKH...

— CMoTpuTe, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, BBl y3HaeTe
9Ty KapTHUHY?... — BJIACTHO IIPO3BYyYaJsl TI0JIOC
JIKHUOJIOTTH.

—3TO0 — OH, HAIll TParu4yeCKH YMEepIIHH Iep-



or! 3To — BHUJieHHe ero cMepTU B /lygeprode! —
IIPOKAaTHJICA 110 3aJIy UCIIYTaHHBIH I'yJI TOJIOCOB.

Anna MoaHHOBHaA IJIyOOKO IIOTpsICEHHAad,
KaK-TO 0eCCHUJILHO CBeCHJIaCh Ha PYKY BeJIMKOIO
Japoges.

— He Hazmo 6oJiblie... He Hajxo... MHe TypHO!..-

— YMOJIAIOIIle IIPOM3HEeCsIa OHa.

BectyXeB, rpy60 CcXBaTUB /I)KHMOJIOTTH 3a PY-
KaB, IPOo>KallllM I'0JI0COM IIPOU3HEC:

— JoBosibHO! Wtk BEI XOTUTE YMOPUTH €e... ¥
Bcex Hac?

JIIOCTPBI U KaHeaa0phl 3aKIJIUCh CaMU CO-
00l cHoBa. AHHa HMoaHHOBHA CTOsLIa, TSDKEJIO
Ipllia. Juma Jpyrux 6bIM He MeHee OJlefHBI U
B3BOJIHOBaHHBL.

—$l... 4 He 3HaI0, KaK Ha3BaTh 3TO, HO... II0Ka-
KHUTe MHe JIydllle, YTO O’KHUZAEeT MeHs BIIepe-
IOH... — CKa3aJsa repIioruHs.

JPKHUOJIOTTH IIOKJIOHWJICI U BBIIIeJ U3 3aJa.
Bckope OH OSIBUIICY, [lep>Ka B pyKe 60JIbIIION 60-
KaJI TOHKOTO cTekJa. [Io fopore, Kak Ha Ipex, OH
CTOJIKHYJICA ¢ KeisepJIMHIOM.

— BBI, BBICOKOYYEHBIN TOCIIOAUH /IPKHUOJIOTTH,
OBITH MOJKET, IIOKa)keTe W HaM, CKPOMHBIM IO-
CTIM ee CBeTJIOCTH TepLOTUHU, Hallle OyAay-



Iee? — CIIPOCHJI KaHIYIeP, OTBEIINBAs [[ePeMOH-
HEBIH IIOKJIOH Yapo/Iero.

- CpenariTe OfOJDKEeHHE, TOCIOAWH KaHII-
Jep! — oTBeTWI /[PKUOJIOTTH, C YJIBIOKOM IIOTJISL-
IObIBasg Ha Hero. — Ho mpe’xje s IIOTOBOPIO C Ba-
MH 0 HacTosieM. Beaukuit 6osxe! Ax! UTo 3TO
Takoe?!. — B HCIIyIre 3aKpHYaJl OH, OTIIATHIBAsIChH
OT KYPJIIH/ICKOI'0 KaHIIepa.

KefisepsIMHI, B CBOI0 OYepe[b, IIepeIryraH-
HBIA [0 CMePTH, OTCKOYHMJI OT BEJHKOIO Maru-
cTpa.

—Yto 3To? UYTo 3TO C BaMu?! - IIPOJOJIKAT
JKUOJIOTTH.

—Yro? UTO CO MHOM?!.

—/la BBI IIOCMOTPHTE, YTO IIPOMCXOJHUT C Ba-
UM HocoM! Benk OH pacTeT, Kak CcyK gepea! O
6o>xe! ITO — y>Ke He IIPOCTOM HOC, a... KAKOU-TO
Jy10-HOC.

B cMepTeJIbHOM CTpaxe CXBaTHJICA YOIIOPHBIHI
KYPJITHACKUU BeJbMO>Ka 34 CBOM 3JIOIIOJIYUHBIN
HOC, HO KOHYHK eTr0 OH MOT YIIUITHYTh JIUIIL Ha
PacCTOSSHUHM He MeHee UeTBEPTH apIllHHa OT €ro
3aKOHHOT0, 0OBIYHOI0 MeCTa.

Bce cHauvasia 3aMepsid, TaK KaK BHJEJIH COO-
CTBEHHBIMM IJIa3aMH (KaK paccKasblBaJd II103-



’Ke), UTO [IOCTOIIOUTeHHBIN HOC KelisepsuHra,
IeViCTBUTEJIbHO, BEITAHYJICA B HECYPA3HYIO [JIU-
HY.

— Donner-wetter! Was haben Sie gemacht mit
meinem Nase?!.[17] - 3aopas KaK II0JIOYMHBIH,
3abbIBad 00 sTUKeTe, Keli3epJIvHTr.

HecMOTps Ha TO 4TO BeCh 3aJI ObLJI HACTPOEH
O4YeHb «MUCTUUYECKU-CTPAIIIHO», HPYKHBIA XOXOT
IIPOKAaTHJICA CPeIy TOCTeH.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA X0X0Tajla KaK CyMacIlle[-
1as.

A JIPKUOJIOTTH IIPO0JIKAT:

—51? la 60t ¢ BaMy, Jit06€3HBIN TOCHOAHUH Keit-
3epJMHI? MHe IIPOCTO II0KasajoCh, S OIIMOCH...
Baimr yBa)kaeMbIF HOC HAaXOUTCSI B BOXK/eJIEH-
HOM Iopsinke... [locMoTpuTe, IIOIyIIaliTe cCaMHu!..

Keli3epIMHT JOTPOHYJICA 10 HOCA U B HETOJI0-
BaHUU THUX0 BOCKJIUKHYIIL:

—Kakag raymag myrka! Ho uepT MeHsI BO3b-
MM Ha 3TOM MeCTe, eCJI I caM He BUJeJ, YTO
MOM HOC BBIPOC, KaK O0JIBIIION OI'ypell...

Bestukuii Maructp 6epe’kHO, OCTOPOYKHO IIO-
CTaBHJI GOKaJI C BOJOUM HA CTOJIMK IIepej TepIio-
TWHEN, 3aTeM BBIIIPSIMUIICSI, TOPABIM B3IJIA[0M
CBOUX YIMBUTEJILHBIX IJ1a3 00BeJI PSbl TOCTeN U



IIpoH3HecC:

-4 mompoiny Bac BceX AyMaTbk O TOM, YTO
OKHJlaeT B OYZAyIlleM ee CBeTJIOCTb, I'epIIOrUHI0
Kypisanaackyro. — ITocjie 3TOro OH IIOOIIESI K CTO-
JIUKY U, He CBOJA IOPAIIero B3opa C JHIla becTy-
JKeBa, CKasaJl:— BBl - eUHCTBEHHBINM UYeJIOBeK,
KTO COMHeBaJICd B MoeM MoryirecTBe! ITocMOT-
pute B 60KaI!

bectyskeB cras cMOTpeTh. OH IJIAesI JOJIr0 1
IIPUCTAJIBHO.

— Bunure? — copocut J[PKUOJIOTTH.

— HesicHo... Kakye-TO KPyTH...

— Emrte cmotpute!

U Bapyr becTyskeB OTIIPSHYJI Ha3az,

- Hy?...

-/Ja, 9 yBULeJd... — IJIyX0 IIPOU3HEC pPesu-
neHT. —l'ocriomu!..

XO0JIOZHBIN IIOT BBICTYIIWJI Ha €ro JIOY.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA, JOBOJIBHO I'Py60 OTTOJIK-
HYB «CBoero» Ilerpa MuxamnioBuya, >KaJHOo CKJIO-
HWJIACh HAJ CTaKaHOM M BIJIA[EBIIUNCH IIPOUS-
HecJsa:

—Boga... ipocto Boza... Ax! Urto aro?... Ko...
KOpoO...

— /la, 3T0 — KOpoHa! — BEIpBasIoch y bupoHa.



Bce B HM3yMJIEHUH IIepergHyauch. OTKyZa
OH, 9TOT BBICKOYKA, MO’KeT 3HaTh, UTO BHIUT
repLioruHy B 60Kasue?

CuactiiiBoe, 6j1aKeHHOe BbIpakKeHHUe pasJiu-
JIOCh Ha JiuIle AHHBI T0aHHOBHEIL.

OHa IIpUJIOXKWIa PYKY K CHJIBHO ObIOIeMyCd
CepAIly U ABa’KIbI [IOBTOPUJIA:

— KopoHa... kopoHa! — A 3aTeM B IIOPBIBE pa-
NOCTH U 06JIarolapHOCTH OHAa OBICTPO CHSIA C
najblia OpUIMAHTOBOE KOJIBII0 U IIPOTSHYJIA
ero /PKUoJIOTTH. — Bo3spbMUTe Ha IIaMITh O CEro-
THAIITHEM BallleM 4YyJeCcHOM IIpefCKasaHUU 3Ty
6e3/esyIIKY, JII00e3HbIN CUHBOP [>KUOJIOTTH.

BeJIMKHI MarucTp OIyCTHUJICA Ha OJHO KOJIe-
HO U, IIOYTHUTEJIbHO IIPUHUMAas [parolieHHbIN
Iap U3 PYK repliOTUHY, IIPOU3HEC HACTOJIBKO TH-
X0, UTO 3TO pacCabIIIaaN TOJLKO AHHa MoaH-
HOBHAa, becrty>xeB u bUpoH:

- Biarozmapro Bac, Baie oyzayliiee UMIIepaToOp-
CKO€e BeJIM4ecTBO!

Bca sTa cIjeHa C KOPOHOM HHKOIO M3 IIPH-
IBOPHBIX TOCTeH 0CO6eHHO He yauBHia. Kopo-
Ha... O KaKo¥ KOpoHe IuIa peub? Kakyr KOpoHY
yBUZlejIa TepLOTUHA B TaWHCTBEHHOM ¢uaie?
Hy, pasyMmeetcs, IrepIioIrCKyl, TO €CTb KOPOHY



CBOero Oyayiero cympyra, OyAylero repiora
Kypimsaguu. Hu [j1si KOro M3 MHTAaBCKUX BBIC-

IIUX CAaHOBHUKOB U 00ep-paTOB He SBJSIOCH
CeKpeToM IIJIaMeHHOe >KeJIaHUe BJIOBCTBYIOIIEH
TepPILIOTHHU BO YTO GBI TO HU CTaJI0 BBICKOUUTH
BHOBb 3aMy’K, U OHHM peIIWIH, YTO, 0UeBUHO,
Japojiell mpejckasanl AHHe MloaHHOBHe HOBOIO
My’Ka.

Bas1 okoHuMICA 60JIBIITUM YKUHOM, I10CJIE KO-
TOPOTO TAHIBI y7Ke He BO30OHOBUJIMCh, X HaUaJl-
Cs pasbesy,

Ha sToT pas MUTaBIbl ObLIM OOJIee UeM [I0-
BOJILHBI 0aJI0M CBOEU «CKY4YHOM» TepILIOTUHU: Yy-
neca /PKUOJIOTTH SBUWINCH CTOJb JUKOBHUHHBIM
3pesuilieM, 4YTo MuUTaBa — B JIUIle ee apUCTOKpa-
THH — He CIlaJla U 0CTaTOK HOYU. EMUHCTBEHHBIM
HeJI0BOJIbHBIM ObLI Keli3epJIMHT: OH He MOT IIPO-
CTUTH 3TOMy «epdiroxTepy»[18] />KuoysoTTH
HCTOPHIO CO CBOUM HOCOM. CIiesiaTh ero, KaHIlJIe-
pa, IIOCMeIIUIIleM BCero 6JIeCTdINero cCoopaHus...
/la Befib 3TO — [ep30CTh, IIPeBLIIIaloIas BCIKYI0

Mepy.



XI
Mo3nHAA rocTbs

Y, BBl JJOBOJIbHBI, CHHbOP BHUpPOH? — 06pa-
TUICA /[PKHUOJIOTTH K BHPOHY, KOrja OH
rnocsie 6ajia OYyTUJICA B IIOMeIlleHUU ¢(paBOpUTa
TepLjOTUHU.

—YecTHOE CJI0BO, JOPOroU /[>KUOJIOTTH, I He
MOI' OKMJaThb HHYero I0fo6Horo! BbI IIpeB30-
IIJTA MOU CaMble CMeJIble OXKUJaHUs.

JPKUOJIOTTH 3araZl0uHO YJIBIOHYJICS.

—To, 4TO BUIesIU BBl U BCe, 3TO — eIlle He II0JI-
HOe IIpPOsIBJIeHHe MOEU CUJIBI, — IIPOMOJIBUJI OH.-

— Ecoim XoTHUTe, yTOBOPUTE IePILIOTMHI0 IIPUCYT-
CTBOBATh 3aBTPa Ha TaWHOM ceaHcCe, Ha KOTOPOM
KpOMe Bac MO>KeT HaXOIUThCA ellle U becTy»XeB.

— A 470 Xe 6y[leT IIPOUCXOIUTH Ha ITOM CeaH-
ce?

—3JTO BBl YBUIUTE, TOPOTOM TOCIHOAVWH bu-
poH! — ¢ madocoM U ¢ TaUHCTBEHHOCTHIO OTBe-
THI BEJIUKUM MarucTp. — A Telepb s X0Tes Obl
OTHOXHYTh, TAK KaK BCJIEACTBUE OOJILIIION 3aTpa-
ThI 9HEPI'HHU 51 UYBCTBYIO JIETKYIO0 CJ1a00CTh.

BbupoH mpoBes CBOEro BeJIMKOI0 4Yapomes-To-



CTS B eT0 KOMHAaTy ¥, 00MeHIBIIINCH 107KeIaHUS-
MH CIIOKOMHOM HOYH, OHU Pa3O0ILINCE.

OtnmeseHre bUpoHa HAXOAMJIOCH B 3allaJHOMN
4acTy 3aMKa. Ta KOMHaTa, B KOTOPOH I10CeIHUJICA
JPKUOJIOTTH, HeIIOCPeACTBEHHO IIpUMBIKala K
KOPHZOPY.

Besmmkuii yapojeil pasobiavasucsa. OH yke
CHSJI C ceOs1 CBOI POCKOIIHYI, TAUHCTBEHHYIO
[1ellb, CKUHYJI MAHTUI0 U TOJIBKO UTO IIPUHSAJICA
ObLIO paccTerrBaTh KaM30J, KaK B [IBEPb €ro
KOMHATEHI, CO CTOPOHBI KOPHUI0pPA, ITOCIBIIIAJICA
JIETKUU-JIETKUU CTYK.

JPKHUOJIOTTH YAVUBJIEHHO IIOAHSI OPOBU.

«KT0 3T0 kajsyeT Ko MHe? bupoH? Ho MEI yxKe
IIPOCTHMJIMCE C HUM? A-a, MOKeT OBbIThb, KTO-HU-
Oyap u3 mpucayru». — OH HOJOIIeN] K JBEpH U
THUXO CIIPOCHT:

— Kto Tam?...

—Payu 6ora, 0TBOpPUTE /IBepb U BIIyCTUTE Me-
H4... MHe 0YeHb HaJ[0 BU/IETh BaC... — TUXO0 OTBe-
THJI IIPUATHBIHN, MY3bIKAJIbHBIHN KeHCKHH I'0JIOC.

06/1aK0 UCKpeHHEro U3yMJIeHUs IIPOHeC/I0Ch
o Jmiy /DKuUosoTTH. OH HaCKOpO 3aCTerHyJl
KaM30JI U CTOJIb JKe IIOCIIeITHO Hafesl Ha IPyAb
YymecHYH Iellb. OTBOPUB [Bepb, OH JIACKOBO



IIPOU3HEC:

—I'paguTre ¢ MUPOM, JUTS MOe.

B KOMHaTy 4yKe3eMHOIO Ky/leCHUKa IIO-
CIIeIIHO BOIIJIa BBICOKAs, CTPOMHAas >KeHIIHHA,
3aKyTaHHas BCd B YePHBIN TIOJIb C aTJIaCHOM IIO-
JIYMacCKOM Ha JIHIIe.

—Brl ogHU, CUHBOP /IPKUOJIOTTU? — B3BOJIHO-
BaHHBIM, B3/ paruBaroliiM roJI0COM Havasa Ta-
HHCTBeHHas MacKa, 3aKpbIBasd iBephb Ha KJII0Y.

- Kak BuguTe, cyfapblHai!.. — YIBIOGHYJICA TOT.-

— BripouewMm, upsg crofia, BBl OTJIMYHO 3HAJIHU 3TO,
TaK KakK B IIPOTUBHOM CJlydae BBl HU 3a KaKue
6Jiara MUpa He cfesaan Obl 3TOr0 PUCKOBAHHOTO
mara. He ripaBza u?

Jlama II0f ByaJbI0 M C MacKOM Ha JIHIle
B3 POTHYJIa, CMyTUJIACh.

JPKUOJIOTTH, IIpeAylpeJUTeJbHO II00ABU-
HYB CBO€H II03JHell HOYHOM roCcTe Kpecso, CKa-
3aJr:

— IIpo1ry Bac, cygapbIHs, cecThb. BBl TaK B3BOJI-
HOBAaHBI, UTO HY’K/laeTeChb B 3TOM.

Ta mocaymHo, Kak aBTOMAT, OIIYCTHJIAch B
KpecJo.

— 51 He cpaluBalo Bac, KTO BEIL, C KEM I UMeI0
4ecTb TOBOPUTH, IIOTOMY 4YTO, Cy[sd IIO Balllei



Macke, BBl jKejlaeTe COXPAaHUTh HHKOIHHTO, —
yABIOAsACh IIPOJOJDKAI «BEHEIIUHCKHUI» Yapo-
ne. — Ho... He KakeTcd JIX BaM CaMHM CMeII-
HBIM TO 00CTOSATEJIECTBO, YTO BEI, ABJIAACH K KY-
IeCHUKY, IIbITaeTeCb OOMaHyTh ero IIyTeM Ka-
KOM-TO aTJIacHOM Ge3feunbl? Heyked BBI I10-
JlaraeTe, 4TO JJIsd MeHs TaKas IIperpaza HeIrpo-
HHUIlaeMa?...

— AX! — BEIpBAJIOCH y IIOCETUTEJILHUIIBI. — BEI
I,0JDKHBI IIOHATH, CUHBOD /[PKHOJIOTTH, UTO OBIBA-
I0T Belll¥, 0 KOTOPBIX He COBCEM-TO IIPHUATHO 6e-
CeloBaTh C OTKPBITBIM JIUIIOM.

Y oHa B BOJIHEHUH XPYCTHYJIA aJIbIIAMH.

- Hy-c, 4TO ’Ke BaM yrofHO OT MeH$, CyJaphl-
HA?

- CkakuTe, CUHLOP, TOBOPAT... S cibIIIaIa,
4TO BBl BCEMOIYINU? — Havdaja Jama pobKo,
HEYBEpPeHHO, IIpUYeM CKBO3b paspes MacKu
CBEPKHYJIM KpaCUBBIe CHHHeE IJIa3a.

JPKUOJIOTTH OTPHUIlaTeJBHO II0Ka4dasa ToJIO-
BOM:

—ToT, KTO CcKasas BaM 3TO, CKasasl HeIIpaBay.
51 He MOTy OBITH BCEMOTYIIIUM, TaK KaK BceMory-
IIIUM MBI HasbIBaeM JIMIIL Ty CUIy, KoTOpas 00-
pasoBaJjia Mup. [IBYX, Tpex, IIATH, JecIATH «BceMo-



T'YIIUX» OBITH HE MOYKET, IIOTOMY UTO IIPH PaBHO-
3HayallMX CHJAaX OJHa He MOXKeT [OBJIETh Ha[l
opyroiui. Het, 1 He B C eMOTYII[UH, @ TOJIBKO M H 0
I OMOTYIIHY, 1— TOT, KOTOPOMY YZaJIOCh OBJIA-
JeTb MHOTUMU BeJIMKUMU TaHaMu «HeIlocTu-
KUMOTO» U ClleJIaTh UX IIOCTYIITHBIMU cebe.[19]

—AX, BCe, UTO BBl TOBOPHUTE, [JI1 MeHd TakK
HesICHO, HelmoHATHO! U y1d 4Yero mMHe BCe 3TO
3HATL? — pasgpa’keHHO BLIPBAJIOCh ¥ MacKU. — S
3HAI OJHO: BBl — Yapojel, a II03TOMY BBI, €CJIH
3aX0THUTe, MOXKeTe II0OMOYb MHe.

— A B 4yeM JI0JDKHA BBIPasUTHCSA MOS IIOMOIIb,
CYyIAPBIHA? — CIIPOCHII [PKHMOJJIOTTH.

TanHCTBeHHAasg He3HaKOMKa JPOKaIUMHU PY-
KaMH pacKpblla MaJIeHbKYI0 CYMOYKY M CTaJa
JINX0PaZ0YHO-TOPOIL/IMBO BEIHUMATh U3 Hee pas-
HbIe IIPeIMETHI.

TyT GBLIM HECKOJIBKO KOJIell, OpoIllei, ceper C
IparolleHHBIMU KaMHSIMH, 30JI0Tasi TabaKepka,
MHOTO 30JIOTBIX MOHET U IIauKHU JeHer. Bce 3To
OHA HEPBHO IIOJIOKMJIA HA CTOJI M CIPOCHJIA
JIOKUOJIOTTH:

— BRI BUIUTE 3TU COKPOBUILA, CHHBOP?

- BuKy, HO He BIIOJIHEe IIOHMMA0, IS Yero
BBI M3BOJIMJIU IIOJIOKUTH BCE 3TO Ha CTOJI, — IIO-



JKaJI TOT IJIeYaMHU.

—Bce 3TO 4 oTHaM BaM, eCJIH BBl IIOMOYKETe
MHe B MOeM BeJIMKOM Iope.

-1 6yny 6eceoBaTh C BAMU IIPU OJJHOM YCJIO-
BHUU: BEI IOJDKHBI HEMeJJIEHHO CIIPATaTh BalllH...
COKpOBHII]a 06paTHO B Ballly CYMOYKY, CyJaphbl-
HA. — JDKHOJIOTTA TOpZAO BeIIpaMuicd. Ero
B3IJISI[ 3aropesicd OYEeBHUAHBIM HeroJ0BaHUEM,
U OH pe3Ko IIpousHec:— KTo maj BaM IIpaBo
OCKOpPO6JIATL MeHsd? MM BBl IIpUHUMAaeTe MeHS
3a IapJaTaHa, IIPOJAIOIIEro CBOU (OKYCHI 3a
IeHbI'd U ITOOPAKYIIKU? [IpAdbTe, CKOpee IIPSAYb-
Te Bce 3T0! BOT Tak... Xopoimo!.. Hy a Temneps Iro-
BOPUTE, YTO BaM HaJ0. BripoueMm, BEI JIydllle OT-
BeyalTe MHe Ha BOIIPOCHL. Brl iro6uTe?

—/la, — IIOCJ/IBIIIAJICI TUXUU OTBET MacCKHU.

— U, oueBUIHO, HECUACTJIUBO?

-0 pma, ma! bbutM MUHYTHI, KOrja s ObLIa
cyactyiuBa! ToT Yesl0BeK, KOTOPOTO S II0JIH0OMIIA,
OTBeyaJl MHe B3aMMHOCTBIO... Bce, Bce cyauio
HaM pajoCTHYIO0 OyAYIITHOCTS... Ho...

— Ho Ha BamreM IIyTH BcTaJjia collepHura? /la?

—-/la. OHa IOXWTHJIA, YKpasa IOpOroro MHe
yesioBeka. M Telmepr oOHa TopxKecTByeT!- U
BAPYI TaMHCTBEHHAs HE3HAaKOMKa IIOPBIBHCTO



BCTajJIa U OIIyCTHJIaCh Ha KOJIeHU Iiepern [KHoO-
JOTTH. — O, YMOJIAIO Bac, ClIaCUTe MEeHs, BEpHUTE
MHe MOe CYacCThbe, BEpHUTE MHE CYaCTIUBYIO JIIO-
00BB! BBI, TOJIBKO BbI OJHH MO>KeTe CIesIaTh 3TO!
Byl - yapopeii, BaM IIOCJIYIIIHELI BCE TaWHCTBEH-
HBIE CUJIBI IIPUPO/IEL.

U oHa, yMoJIAroIie IIpoTAruBas K >KHOJI0TTH
PYKH, sBJIsIa COO6010 )KMBOE BOILIOILIEHUE TShKe-
JIOTO CTpaJaHus.

BesIMKUU MarucTp IOAHSI KpacaBUILY «IIO
ByaJIbIO» U CKa3aJI:

— Cagurechb... AX, 6emHOe OWUTH, axX, OegHas
skeHIMHA! Hy, ycriokoiTecs, IpuauTe B cebs... S
BaM IIPUKAa3bIBAK0 YCIIOKOUTHLC! CabImre?!.

JTH CJIoBa IIPOM3BESIM MAarudecKU-CUJIbLHOe
IeliCTBHe Ha He3HAaKOMKY. OHa OIIPOKHHYJIA IO-
JIOBY Ha CIIMHKY KpecJia.

JPKUOJIOTTH IIPOCTEP PYKY HAZ ee TOJI0BOM U
cesajl HeCKOJILKO IIPOJOJIBHBIX I1aCCOB, OT T0JIO-
BBI 10 HOT.

— Otgenuces! Otmenucs! OTHeHCH! — IIPOMU3-
HeC OH ¥ TPH pasa AYHYJI IIHPOKO PaCKPBITEIM
pToM[20] B JIUIT0 >KEHIIIWUHBI, HAXOAUBIIIENCI B
COCTOSIHUH ITOJTHEHIIIeN KaTaJIeIICHH, II0CJIe Yero
BJIACTHO CIIPOCHJL: — UYTO THI YyBCTBYEIIL?



— 51 4yBCTBYIO, YTO 1 YMHPaAIO.

—HempaBpa! Tel >kuBa. Thl XOUelllb OBITH
cuactiuBa?

— Xouy.

— Be1 sir06uTE BrpoHa?

- Jla, 51 1106110 ero, 6€3yMHO, CTPACTHO.

— A Ta ’XKeHIIMHA, KOTOPYI0 Bbl HEHABUJUTE,-

— 3TO ee CBeTJIOCTE AHHA?

— Jla, oHa, OHa.

— BeI — ppeiisiHa repIioruHu?

— Her, 51— ee rodpMenicTepHHA.

— CKakuTe, KaK Bac 30BYT! — BJIAaCTHO IIPOJ0JI-
sKaJI J[PKUOJIOTTH.

- 51 - 6bapoHecca... 1 — ib3a ¢oH KirtoreHay...

—Temreppr mpocHUTECH! BBl CIBIIINUTE, YTO I
BaM IIpHUKasbiBar? IIpocHUTECH!

ITponyio HeCKOJIBKO CeKyHZ... bapoHecca ou-
HyJIaChb M KaK-TO PacTepsHHO OIJIAHYJach IIO
CTOPOHAaM.

—Hy-c, cymapblHsg, TaK BBl XOTHUTe, UTOOBI g
IIOMOI BaM. A Kak BBl AyMaeTe, yeM UMEHHO s
MOTY c/ies1aTh 3T0? — CIIPOCHUJI JIPKHUOJIOTTH.

—$1 ciplliasia, MHe TOBOPHJIM, YTO BeJIUKHe
Japojeu, aJXUMUKH, 00/1alal0T yAUBUTEIbLHDI-
MU 3JIMKCHpPaMU, KOTOpPEIe MOI'YT MOMeHTaIbLHO



IIPUBOPO’KUTH OJHOIO YejioBeKa K Apyromy. Tak
BOT JlaiiTe MHe HECKOJIbKO KalleJIb 3TOM uy/ec-
HOM JKHUJIKOCTH U Hay4YHUTe, KaK PacIIOPsIIUTHCS C
HHUMH.

— 9TO I IIPUBOPasKUBaHuA? Jla?

- Jla.

— A 11 MecTH? /IjI1 MEeCTH BBI TOJKe IIPOCHTeE
Yy MeHs CHal00bs? — KAKMM-TO CTPaHHBLIM TOHOM
CIIPOCHJI /IPKHOJIOTTH.

[To-BugMOMYy, IIyXasg 60pbb6a IIPOMCXOAUIIA
B Jylle o6Ge3yMmeBIIed OT JII0OBH, PeBHOCTH U
3JI00BI MOJIOZOM >KEeHIITHEL

—/Jla! — BAPYT BOCKIHKHYJIA OHA. — S IIPOIIY
Bac ¥ 006 3TOM MUJIOCTH.

— Xopomo! CtymaiTe K cebe! 3aBTpa BbI II0JIY-
4HTe 0T MeHS OTBET.

bapoHecca IMOKHHYJIa KOMHATy BEJIMKOIO Ya-
pozes.

[IpoBOAMB HECUACTHYI0 TOPMEMCTEPHUHY ee
CBeTJIOCTH, /[PKHMOJIOTTH IIPIMO IIPOIles K BHpo-
HY.

$aBOpUT yXKe COOHMpAJICSI JIOXKUTHCI KU OBLI
HeCKa3aHHO yAHBJIEH I10IBJIeHHEeM UTaIbIHIIA.

—YTO CIyYMIOCH, JOPOTOM CHHBEOP [PKHOJIOT-
THU? — TPEBO>KHO CIIPOCHJI OH.



— HeuTo Takoe, UTO s XOTeJ ceXyac »ke c0o00-
IIUTH BaM, — OTBETHJI Yapoei U IIOAPOOHO pac-
CKasajl CBOEMY «PYCCKOMY IIOKPOBUTEJIIO» CIIe-
HY, IIPOUCIIEJIIYI0O MKy HUM U 6apOHeCCOH.

BUpOH BCKOYMWJI, KaK y>KaJIeHHbIN.

- 0, ara KiroreHay — npokJsigtag 6aba! OHa [10-
BeJleT MeHs [0 HecyacTus!— 3JI06HO 3apblyall
OoH. — OT Bac, cMHLOP /KUOJIOTTH, I He MOIY
UMeTh CeKpeThl. AHHA peBHUBA B CBOIO OUepe[b,
KaK TOJIbKO MO’KEeT ObITh peBHHBa cTapas 6aba.
Ho Bexb oHa OyneT uUMIlepaTpHUIleil. A II09TOMY
BBl JIOJDKHBI IIOMOYb MHe M30aBHUTHLCI OT 3TOHU
6apoHeCCHL.

JIPKHOJIOTTH I106JIeJHe L.

-5 - He oTpaBUTeJIb, BUPOH! — TJIYyX0 IIPOU3-
HeC OH.

—/la 1 1 He HaMepeH ee OTPaBJIAATh, YEPT II0-
6epu. Hazio TOJILKO YCTPOUTH TaK, YTOOBI OHA Ha-
BCer/ia IOKUHYJIa 3TOT 3aMOK. A I 3TOI0 Heob-
XOOWM BeCKHU IIpe[yior. BecTysxeB, 3Ta crapad,
XUTpas JIMCUILA, TOPOM CTOUT 3a Hee.

— Xoporuo, — Havaa [PKUOJIOTTH, — Y MEHH CO-
3peJ OfHH Uy[ecHBbIN ItaH. CIIMTe CIIOKOMHO!..
TOJBKO IIOMHHUTE, YTO 3aBTpa AHHA [TOJDKHA
IIPUCYTCTBOBATh Ha TaWHOM CBU/AHUU C HaMU,



Ha Maruu4eCcKoOM CeaHce.

Xl
BupeHne AHHbI MoaHHOBHbI. O6MOpOK

U3Hb B 3aMKe II0Cje Oajsla Hayasach I103[-

HO, HO AHHa MloaHHOBHA YyBCTBOBaJja cebs
BeJIMKOJIeTHO. To, YTO IIPOM30IILIO BUepa Ha ba-
Jie, HAIIOJTHUJIO ee JyIy TaKo¥ 6e3yMHOI paso-
CTBIO, YTO OHA He 3HAJIA, 34 UTO IIPUHATHCS, UTO
ZesaTh.

3a 3aBTPaKOM, OYeHBb II03JHUM, IIPUCYTCTBO-
Basu becty’keB, bUpoH U [>KUOJJIOTTH.

[TeTp MuxaiyioBU4 OBLT YIPIOM, KaK HUKOTZA:
OH TOJIBKO YTO IIOJIy4YHJI CEKpPeTHOe COoOoOIleHue
u3 Iletepbypra, 4To Haj TOJIOBOM ero [0Yepw,
KHATUHU ArpadeHbl IleTpoBHBI BOJIKOHCKOW,
CTOAIIIeN BO IJIaBe IIOJIUTUYEeCKOI0 3aroBopa, Co-
6uparTcd rpo3Hble Tyuu. OH OTJIMYHO IIOHUMaAJ,
4TO 3TO TPO3UT U MY CMepPTeJIbHOU 6e/[01.

BupoH, Ha060pOT, O6bLJI HeCKa3aHHO PaZiOCTeH,
0’KUBJIEeH, a AHHa MJoaHHOBHA — Ta IIPOCTO JIUKO-
BaJla. PasroBop IIes 0 yypaecax CHHLOpa /[>KHO-
JIOTTH, KOTOPBIN CUZEI, KaK U I10700aeT BeJIUKO-
MY 4apojer, ¢ BaKHBIM, COCPeJOTOYEHHBIM BU-



IIOM.

— Ecsiu GBI 4 He BHUJles1a BCEro 3TOr0 COOCTBEH-
HBIMHU IJIa3aMy, g IIogyMaJia Obl, YTO 3TO — CKa3-
Ka, — IIpoM3Hecsa repioruHga. — He 1pasma Jiy,
[Terp MuxanIoBU4?

becTy’keB, OTOPBABIINCHL OT CBOUX TSXKEJIBIX
IyM, OTBETHUIL:

—Bbl mpaBEI, Ballle BBICOUECTBO: s IIOpPakeH
He MeHee BaC 4yyJecaMH rocrnoguHa /P>KUOJIOTTH.
Ho...

— Ax, IleTp Muxaija0BUY, THl BCe ellle COMHe-
BaelbCcga? — C TOoCaZo¥ BOCKJIMKHYyJIa AHHA
HNoaHHOBHA.

— Eciii BeI, Ballle IIPeBOCXOUTEIILCTBO, KeJla-
eTe ellle B O0JIbIIIEH CTelleHU U ICHOCTHU YBU/IETh
BAIlly II0BEJUTEJBHUILY B UMIIEPaTOPCKOM KOPO-
He, OyAbTe JII00€3HBI IIPUCYTCTBOBATH CETOAHS
Ha ceaHce, — IIPeJIOXKIUI JIDKHOJIOTTH.

— Beqb BEI, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, IAJIU y>Ke Ballle
MMJIOCTHUBOE COIJIache OBITH Ha HEM? — CKJIOHUJI-
cs1 bBUPOH K repIioruHe.

—/Ja, ra! XoTh 3TO U CTPAIIHO, HO 5 7KeJIaro 10
KOHIIa yOeIUTHCS B CIIpaBe/IMBOCTH IIpe/iCKa3a-
HHU4 CUHbLOPA /[PKHOJJIOTTH.

Bosib1rtag rocTuHasg, IpuIerawinas K TPOHHO-



My 3aJly, TOHyJIa B IIOJIyMpakKe. Bcero ToJIbKO Of-
Ha CBedYa, CTOABILAs Ha CTOJIe B BBHICOKOM IIO[-
CBeYHUKe, OCBelljasa ee. /[Bepyd rOCTUHOU ObLIU
HaCTeXXb OTKPHITHL B 3aJI.

B roctunyro Bonuid AHHa MoaHHOBHA, BeJIU-
KU MarucTp, bectyxeB ¥ BupoH.

—V-y, KaK TyT TeMHO, KaK cTpalrHo. J)KyTs Ge-
peT! — 11ompo60oBaJia IOy TUTE e PIIOTUHS.

-4 Bac mompocus 6Bl, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, Ha-
CTPOUTH Cebs Ha HeCKOJIbKO MHOM J1aZl, — CYpOBO
npousHec [PKHOJIOTTH. — A Telleps, IIpeXkie yeM
MBI IIPUCTYIIUM K CeaHCy, O0yabTe MOOpHI BBI-
MBITH Ballld PYKH. YMBIBAJIBLHHUK BOT 37eCh. S
IIPUTOTOBHJI €T0.

Bce rmoouepefHO BEIMBIIN PYKH.

— CaguTech, roCIiofa, 3a CTOJI! — IIPeIIOrKUII
Japojen. — Brl, Ballla CBeT/IOCTh, 3aMiIMUTE MeCTO
B 3TOM KpecJie. BaM sICHO BUZ[eH IIPOXO0J, B 3aJI?

—/Jla. Ho TaM TeMHO.

CyeBepHBIN CTpax y»Ke HadyWHaJ IIpobupaTh
Anny MoaHHOBHY.

— 06 3TOM BBHI He 6eCIIOKOMTeCh, Ballla CBET-
JocTh. Ec/lM HaIl ceaHC yZacTCs, BBl YBUIUTE
TaM TO, YTO OUEeHb 3aUHTepecyeT Bac. A Teleps g
IIOIIPOIITY BaC BCeX COCTaBUTh U3 PYK IIellb.



JUKUOJIOTTH II0Ka3asl, KaK Hazlo ChesaTh U Co-
CTaBUTH IIellb, B KOTOPOM CaM OH He IIPHUHSAI
y4acTHs.

CBeua B BBICOKOM IIIaHfAaJe IIPOLOJDKaJia
TYCKJIO TOpPeThb KPaCHOBaTBLIM CBETOM.

-5, — Hayas /[PKUOJIOTTH, — KaK BEJIMKHI Ma-
TUCTP, IPUKa3bIBal0 BaM AyMaThb TOJIBKO 00 Of-
HOM: 0 TOM CYII[eCcTBe, KOTOpOe HEeHCIIOBeIMEI-
MU IIyTAMHU BceMoryIimero TOJDKHO CHesIaThCs
nop¢upoHOCHBIM. /[lymariTe! CuibHee! CuibHee!
IlycTe pasopByTCd B MCKpPaX U CTYKe CTpacTHOe
TOMJIEHHE U CHJIa Balllero GJrouza...

HeBeZjoMBI#1 flocesie CTpax OOBSI LYIIU IIPU-
CYTCTBYIOIIUX.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa, 3a HeU becTy>XeB U BUpOH,
SIBHO II0YYBCTBOBAJIY, KaK I1aJILIILI UX PYK CTAIH
B3IparuBaTh. UTO-TO HeCTEpPIIMMO OCTPO-KOJIIO-
yee IIPOHM3AJIO BCE HUX CYIECTBO.

Besikuit MarucTp 4To-To 60pMoTasl. belia iu
9TO ’KapKas MOJIUTBA IIPaBOBEPHOI0 KaTOJIUKA,
Maruueckoe JM 3aKJIMHaHUE UHIUUCKOTO Opa-
MHHAa, TOPXKECTBYIOIIIUM JIX TMMH caMoro Cara-
HBI, — 3TO He MOIJIM PeIlIUuTh HUCIIyraHHbIe, CM-
TeHHble YYaCTHUKU Kab0a/IUCTUUYECKOIO «Jlel-
CTBa».



JOKUOI0TTH, CTOA 1103a4u AHHBI NOaHHOBHEL,
KpecToo6pasHo IIPOU3BOAYII HAJ| HEU TAaCCHI.

U BAPYT CJIOBHO CUJILHBIU BeTep BOPBAJICA B
KOMHaTy. McIIlyraHHO 3aKo0J1e6ajioch IIaMs CBe-
Yy U cpa3y noryxJo. IlosiHasg TbMa BoLjapuiach
KpyroMm.

Ho BOT B 3TON ThbMe TaWHCTBEHHO-TPEIIET-
HBIM 3eJIeHOBATHIM OTHEM 3aropesioch KaKoe-TO
naTHO. OHO CTaJI0 pPacTH, IMUPUTHCS, IIPUHU-
MaTh OIIpe/ieJIeHHble KOHTYPHI, OPMBIL.

U Bce sICHO yBHUeJU IIpe] CO00I0 BBICOKYIO,
IIOJIHYI0 >KEeHINUHY, ra3oo6pasHylo, KaK OBl CO-
TKAHHYIO U3 I1apa.

- Tpp... Tpp... CTYK-CTYK-CTYK... — SICHO IIPO-
3ByYaJIo B TOCTHHOM.
- O6ogpurecs! CMoTpHTe!.. — IIPOIIeIITaa

JxuosioTTy AHHe MoaHHOBHE.

Ta IMHUPOKO OTKPBITEIMU IJIa3aMHU IJIdfesa Ha
CTpallHoe IPUBHUIEHUE.

TauHCTBEeHHAas >KeHITWHA BBIILIbLIA MeJJIeH-
HOM ITOXOLKOM M3 TOCTUHOU U ITOOIILIA K CTYIIe-
HAM TpPOHA... BOT 0Ha BCXOJUT II0 CTYIIEHIM, BOT
caguTcs... Y cpa3dy Kak Obl CUsIHUE IIOIIJIO OT Hee
U 0CBETHUJIO 3aJL.

3akosie6aIUCh KOJIOHHBI, KpecJjo, BepXylllKa



TpoHa... Ka3asock, 4YTO BCe 3TO BOT-BOT pPaspy-
IITATCA... A Ha CMEHYy CTapoMy KeTJIEPOBCKOMY
TPOHY BBLICTYIIMJIO HOBOE, HHOE: OpeJI, CKUIIETP U
IeprxaBsa Poccuiickoit uMmiiepuu. Ha rosioBe raso-
00pasHOM >KeHCKOM QUIYPHI ropeJia UMIIepaTop-
CKas KOpOHa...

—Tocrmomu! [Jla Begpb 3TO0- 4, 4dll. — OHKO
BCKpHUKHYJa AHHa MoaHHOBHA W HaB3HUYb, BO
BeChb POCT I'PSAHYJIACh Ha II0JL.

* * %

leprjorrHd 3aboJiesla Cepbe3HO M OIIACHO.
BBuay TOro, 4YTO B Ty MUHYTY, KOIZla €e B 06MO-
POYHOM COCTOSHHMHU BHOCHJIH B ee CIIaJIbHI0, TaM
HaxoAuIach ropmericrepuHa KiroreHay, oIphbIc-
KHBaBIIIasl ee II0CTeJb KaKHMH-TO TaHHCTBEH-
HBIMH KallJIIMH, II0C/IeJHIO 0OBUHUIIU B IIOKY-
LIIeHUM Ha JparoleHHoe 3[0pOBLe aBIryCTeHIen
TepIIOTMHU U Yepe3 HeCKOJILKO JHeH YAaluIu B
CCBLIKY. A «KaIlJIU-A[» 3TH OBIIHA — JIOBKAs «ILIYT-
Ka» BpoHa, BepHee — CHHLOpa /[PKHOJIOTTH.



Yactb BTOpas

I
Poccuinckaa xmapa

H_IeJI KoHeIT fiekabps 1730 ropaa.

Nmnepatpuria ExaTtepuHa IlepBas, IIpo-
I1apCTBOBAB BCEro [Ba Irojia, OTOILIA y>Ke B Beu-
HOCTB, U IJapeM CJejajics MaJbUYUK-OTPOK, IleTp
IT AyrexceeBuY, CHIH ITapeBHYa AJIeKces.

YTO-TO TPEBOXKHO-TOCKJIMBOE Y>Ke TaBHO Uep-
HBIM II0JIOTOM HaBUCJIO Hafn Poccueii... Bce mpu-
TUXJIY, IIPUXKAJIUCh U C UCIIYTaHHBIMU JIUIIAMU,
Ha VIIKO IIepefaBaIy IpyT APYry HOJIUTUYeCKUe
BeCcTHU. Besmkasg «xXMmapa» KoJbIXajlach Haf
HeCc4YaCTHOM UMIIepUei.

U HeyagUBUTENLHO: 3TOT KOPOTKUU IIepUO[,
BpeMeHH 03HaMeHOBAaJICAd YyTh He eKeJHeBHO
HEeOKHU/IAaHHBIMU COOBITUSIMHU, BOJIHOBABIITUMHU
yMbL. Hukorza, 6bITH MOJKET, JBOpPLIOBas, IIPU-
IBOpHAas >KU3Hb He IIPUHOCHJIA CTOJIb YacCTO Ta-
KUX CHOPIIPU30B, KaK B Te IoAbl. /IBOPIIOBLIE UH-
TPUTH, KO3HHU, CIIETHH, OIIAJIbI «CHUJIBHEUIIIHNX»,
BO3BeJIMUUBAHUE «HUUTOKHEMIIINUX», CCBUIKH, —



BCe 3TO COCTAaBWJIO KaKOM-TO 6e300pasHbIN KIIy-
00K, ONIyTaBIIMM CTOJIUIY POCCHUMCKON HMIIe-
puu. 3TO ObLI aropeo3 «UMIIEPaTOPCKOIO Bpe-
MeHII[MYeCcTBa» CO BCEMH ero TeMHBIMH CTOPO-
HaMU.

«CBSIIIeHHOCTb 0COOBI» UMIlepaTPUL] U UMIIe-
paTopoB, a, IJIaBHOE, UX CaMO/IeP>KaBHOCTD SBJIS-
JIMCh Ha [ieJie JIUIIb IIyCTHIMU, TPOMKHMHU CJIOBa-
MU: Gy1arofapss TOMY, 4TO ObLIa HapyllleHa IIps-
Mas JIMHUS IIPecTOJIOHAcJIe[us, POCCHUMICKHe
BEHIIEHOCIIBI OKa3bIBaJIUCh B pPyKaxX TOM WIH
WHOM MOTYIIECTBEHHON IIApTUU, KOTOpasl CIIO-
co6CcTBOBajIa UX BOLIAPEeHMI0, KOTOpas «I00bLIa
UM TPOH». A 3a 3Ty YCJIYTy IIapTUH ¥ BPeMEeHIIIHU-
KU Opasid TaKue «Harpafbl», YTO SIBJSUIACH efjBa
JIA He II0JTHOBJIACTHBIMU PYKOBOJUTEISIMU U Jie-
JIaTeJIIMU CyZe6 POCCUMCKUX.

HMHOCTpaHHBIEe UCTOPUKHU U TUILJIOMATHI IIKCA-
JIU:

«YTo mesaeTcd B PocCUU — He I10//1aeTCHd OIIH-
CaHHUIO: Bce B pasrpoMe. [IpaBaT BceM $paBOPUTHI
U GaBOPUTKU».

«OcTepMaH, 9TOT OJIeCTAIIUNA OCHOBaTelb
»PYCCKOM MUIJIOMAaTUH”, XOTeJ [eJbHO BOCIIH-
TaTh CII0COOHOTO U K06poro ITeTpa II ¥ IIOKOPUTH



ero CBOEH BOJIe; OH IIPUBJIEK K CBOEMY ILIaHY
cecTpy Laps. Hatanbs AslekceeBHa Oblia BOCIIH-
TaHa MHOCTPAHIIaMH, BMecTe C AouepbMHU IleT-
pa I, OTJIMYHO roBOpHJIA II0-QPAHITY3CKU U II0-
HeMeIlKH, JI00HUIa cepbe3Hoe YyTeHue. 3ayMuu-
Basl, BEJIMKOAYIIHAA YeThIpHALNATH/ICTHAA Iia-
peBHa IIPOSBJIsJIa BOJI U IIPOHUIIATEIHbHOCTH:
OHa OplIa ,MuHepBOM Ijaps”, yBellleBas ero
VUYHUTBECI U caylaTbesd OcrepMaHa. Ho oHa BCKO-
pe yMmepJsa oT 4axoTky, U Ilerp II mmoguuHMiICH
COBCEM APYroMy BJIUSHUK. ET0 IPysbIMU CTaJIHd
JloJIropyKue — KHA3hL AJIeKCell U ero CbIH lBaH.
JT0 6BLIU I'PyOble, HEBeKECTBEHHbIE JIF/IH; [Ba-
ouaTwieTHUM VBaH ObUI 06pasoM KyTHUJIBI
BBICIIIEI0 Kpyra TOIO0 BpeMeHHU. /loJIrOpyKUe 3a-
IyManu oBjazeThb IleTpoM, pasBuBag B HEM Ca-
MOBOJIHE, JIEHOCTDb U CTPaCTh K 3ab6aBaM. OHH II0-
CTOSTHHO BO3WJIU eT0 Ha IIPOTYyJIKH, 0COOeHHO Ha
0X0TY, ¥ yCTpauvBaId ITHUPYIIKU. Bech 3TOT KpY-
JKOK He TepIieJ MeHIIHKOBa. MaJbYUK, BOCCTa-
HOBJIEHHBIM ITIPOTUB BpeMeEHIIMKa, Hadal [e-
JIaTh €My CLIeHBI U KpHUYaTh: ,,5 II0KaXKy, KTO MM-
mepaTop: g win oH!” MeHIITMKOBa cocjaau B be-
pesoB, BJjacTh Ilepenuia K Josaropykum. Ilof
IIpeAIoroM KOPOHAIIMHK ABOP Ilepeexasl B MOCK-



By, I'le IleTp coBceM Iipepasicd 3abaBaM. CecTpa

KHA34 MBaHa: rpybas, Ho pa3buTHad EkaTepuHa,

Obl1a 06bsIBJIEHA HeBeCTOHM Ijaps, a MBaH, yxXe

oOpyuuBIIHMiCca C 6oraTod KpacaBUIIEH, mode-

prro bopuca IlepeMeTbeBa, cTajl BCe II03BOJITh

cebe, pricKas 110 MOCKBe C OTPSAI0OM AparyH».[21]
* % %

BBLJIO OKOJIO ABEHaAIlaTH YacoB HOYM, KOTZa
B IIOABbE3], ABOpIla BOIIEJ YejlOBeK B MeXO0BOU
IIIMHEeJIW U B TaKOM JKe IIallKe, HAABUHYTOM IJI-
60KO Ha IJ1a3sa.

— Koro Bam? - rpy60 CIIPOCUJI OJUH U3 J[eKYyP-
HBIX, [Iperpa’kzas J0pory IIpUOBIBILIEMY.

HesHakoMell CIIOKOMHO BBIHYJ OYMakKy,
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHYI0, OUEeBHU/IHO, 3apaHee, U IIPOTH-
HYJI ee CTporomy 1iep6epy.

—Iloigu ¥ oTHa! — BJIacTHO IIpHKa3aJjl OH.

— Komy? — 3axs1011aJI TOT IJIa3aMH.

- Aypak! Komy, xomy? KoHe4YHO, ero IIipeBocC-
XOIUTEeJIbCTBY.

Uepe3s HECKOJBKO MHUHYT NPUOBIBIINM, He
CHUMas ILIIMHeJIH, BOllleJ B KaOUHeT 3HaMeHHUTO-
ro «guIioMara» OcrepMaHa.

ITocieqHUi cUmes 3a CTOJIOM, 3aBaJIeHHBIM
bymaraMu.



—Bre1? BoT, IIpU3HAIOCh, HE OKHIAJ BaC BU-
IeTb, BUPOH! — yAuWBJIEHHO U KaK OYATO YyTh-
4yTh HACMEIILINBO BOCK/JIUKHYJI JIyKaBeUIIIHNI U3
BCeX POCCHMCKHUX IlapefBOpIieB, HeIapoM IIpo-
3BAHHBIN «HEMEITKOM! JIUCUIIEN».

— IIpoiy M3BMHUTE MeHH, Ballle IIPeBOCXO/H-
TeJIbCTBO, UTO 1 II03BOJIJI Ccebe BOUTH K BaM B
LIaIrKe U [MIUHe U, — HU3KO II0OKJIOHUIICSA BUpoH.-

- Ho g moJsiarar, 4To MHOIZA OBIBaeT JIydille
XPaHUTb UHKOTHUTO.

C aTUMU cy10BaMU BUPOH GBICTPO CHSLI IITAIIKY
U IIMHeJIb U II0JIOXKUJI BCe 3TO Ha IIIHUPOKUH [TU-
BaH.

— OTKyza BEL, bupoH? — cipocuir OcTepMaH.

— IIpsaMo 13 MUTaBEIL

PasroBop 111eJ1 10-HEMEeITKH.

—Kak sxe 3TO BBl pPellMJINChL OCTaBUTH HAaIIly
AnHy IBaHOBHY ofHY? OHa, O0eIHsKKa, pUCKYeT
yMepeTh CO CKYKU WJIH >Ke BbI, JII00e3HBIN Bu-
POH, pHCKyeTe OUYTUTHCSI C FOJIOBHBIM YKpallle-
HUeM, 0T KOTOPOr0 OTKpeIrBaeTCsd BCIKUU [106-
PpBI HeMelr,

OcTepMaH HaxXOAWICAd B OTJIWYHEHIIEM Ha-
CTPOEHUH AyXa, a II0TOMY OCOOEHHO ChIMIa Hs3-
JI00JIEHHBIMU «BUITaMU» (OCTPOTAMH).



— Hu epBoe, HU BTOpOe [JI1 MeHs He CTpalll-
HBI, Ballle IIPeBOCXOQUTENILCTBO, — CIIOKOMHO OT-
BeTWJI BUPOH. — f K BaM IIpHrexaJl 10 BaKHeHIIIe-
My Jley.

—OT Hee? Ilo ee IIOPyYEHUIO? — CIIPOCHJI
OcrepMaH.

— Her, oT cebs, 111 cebs U I Bac.

— O! — BrICOKO ImogHsI mmasel OctepMmaH. — Ca-
IUTEeCh U laBauTe 6ece0BaTh.

IIpu mepBOM yIIOMHWHaHUU BHUPOHOM HUMeHU
JoxkuosiorTd  OCTepMaH pacxXxoxXoTajacd U BOC-
KJIMKHYJIL:

— AX, BBI OIIATH O IJIYIIBIX IIpefCcKa3saHUsAX Ba-
IIero TaWHCTBEHHOrO 4yapoges? OcTaBbTe, bu-
POH, eii-60ry, BBl MeHsSI YMOPHTE CO cMexal..

—Celfuac BBI IlepecTaHeTe CMeATHCS, KOIZa
y3HaeTe, UTO COOOIIUII MHE 3TOT BeJIUKUI UeJIo-
BeEK.

CkazaB 3To, BupoH mpotrsaHys OcTepMaHy Ka-
KOe-TO IIUCHMO, U TOT CTaJl C UHTEPeCcOM YHUTATh
ero. U mo Mepe TOro Kak IIOJBUTajIOCh UTeHUeE,
JIUII0 3HAMEHUTOTO IlapegBopIia IIpUHUMAJIO0 Bce
6oJiee U 60Jiee yIUBJIEHHOE BhIpa)kKeHUe.

— Kak?! - BOCKJIUKHYJI OH. — B siHBape?

—/Ja, B gauBape. /HPKHUOJIOTTU IHUIIET, KaK BEI



CaMHU U3BOJIUJIU IIPOYECTh, UTO OLIIUOKHU OBITH He
MO’KeT, 4TO TOPOCKOII, 6e3yCJI0BHO, IIpefCcKas3bl-
BaeT 3TO, — OTBETUJI BUPOH.

—Ho Bexpb 3To — siBHasA 6eCCMBIC/IUIIA: C Uero,
OT KaKOM IIPUYUHBI MOKET CKOHYATBhCS YeThIp-
HafUaTWIeTHUU Manbuyra”H? Ilomumiayite! OH
3/10pOB, KaK OBIYOK, U ellle BOT Ha JHIX Ha 0X0Te
COOCTBEHHOPYYHO YOMJI OTPOMHOTO MenBens. U
IIolyMaTh, UTO Uepe3 MeCAIl, a TO U MeHee, ero
He craHert!.. HeT, HeT, BUpOH, 1 He Bepr B 3TO;
Balll /DKUOJIOTTH IIPOCTO BOLUT Bac 3a Hoc. Oue-
BUJHO, eMy IIOHPaBUJIOCH II0JIy4YaTh [parolieH-
Hble [I0/IapKH, ¥ OH BPET HaIlpOoasylo.

—Ilosfly4”B OT BEJIMKOTO MAarmcrpa 3TO H3Be-
IIIeHHe, g CYeJsI JOJITOM HeMe[lJIEHHO IIpHhexXaTh K
BaM, Ballle IIPeBOCXOAUTEILCTBO. BBl MOJKeTe Be-
PUTH WU HE BepUTh, — HO BaM He0O6XOJUMO
3HaTh 3TO.

— U1 BBI yOeXXJ|eHBbl, UTO UMIIepaTop yMpeT?

- VbexxeH.

OcrepMmaH, II0KauaB I'0JIOBOU, IIPOMOJIBIIIL:

— Ati-ati-aii, bupoH!.. 3TOT Mar 3apasua Bac
CBOMM MTaJIbIHCKHUM CyeBepueM. MBI C BaMU —
HeMIIbl, a II0OTOMY HaM CTBITHO BEPUTH B QpaHTa-
CTHUUYecKHe cKasku. Hy-c, jaBaliTe, 0fHaKO, 00CY-



OIUM 3TOT BoIIpoc. /JOIIyCTHM, YTO HMIIepPaTop
ympeT. KTo >ke, BUpOH, II0 BalleMy, HacjaeayeT
mpecToJ?

—Mog AHHa IBaHOBHA, — HHU Ha CEeKYHAy He
3ayMbBIBasACh, OTBETHUJI BUPOH U TOPJEIUBO BLI-
IIPAMHUIICH.

— A KeM e 5 Oyy Torga? — yJabsloHyIcs OcTep-
MaH.

— BbI — KaHIIEpOM, a s — repIioroM U IIePBEIM
4eJIOBEKOM B HMIIepHUHU. Bcea BaacTes Poccuu co-
CpeloTOUUTCA B MOHUX pPyKaX. UepT Bo3pMu! 51
IIOKa’Ky 3THM BapBapaM, KakK Hal0 KUTB! — IIO-
BTOPWJI OH CBOIO JIIOOUMYIO $ppasy.

Joaro cuzmen B IIybOKOM pasgymbe OcCTep-
MaH. Kakas-To TpeBOKHAasg MBIC/Ib IIPOHOCUJIACH
110 ero JyiuIty. HakoHeIr oH ckasai:

— A 3HaeTe, bUPOH, BEI C BalllUM KYZeCHHUKOM,
IOJKaayy, IPaBHhL...

—Ara! U BpI, OcTepMaH, IPUXOJAUTE K 3TOMY
BBIBOZY? - QpaMUJIBIPHO XJIOIIHYJI «KOHIOX» IIO
IIevyy 3HaMeHHUTOI'O TOCYZapCTBEHHOIO YesI0Be-
Ka.

Toro 110KOpo6UI0, HO OH CTepIIeJl.

—Ja! — cnokoiiHO mpousHec OcTepMaH. — Yxe
JaBHO BepxXOBHBIM COBeT— B JIHIlE TOJIHIIMH-



CKO-/I0JITOPYKOBCKOM IapTHH ¥ MHOTHUX HMHBIX —
MeuTaeT 06 OrpaHUYeHUH I[apCKOM BjIaCTH. UTO
k! Ecyin uMIIepaTop JeHCTBUTEJIBHO YMPET, UM
He HaUTU OoJsiee yIO0OHOIO IIpeeMHUKa, YeM AH-
Ha... — OctepmaH okuBUiICd. C JOBOJIBECTBOM IIO-
THpas PyKH, OH CTaJI 3achlIaTh bHpoHa BOIIpoCa-
MH: — A KaK OHa ce6s 4YyBCTBYeT?

— OTrBpaTtuTresbHO!.. Ha Hee omgTh Hamasa
XaHfpa. Upe3BBIYaliHO XOPOIIIO, YTO COOBITHE
MIPUOJ/IMXKAeTCs C TOJIOBOKPYKUTEIbHOM OBICTPO-
TOH. 3HaeTe JIA Bbl, OCTepMaH, 4TO OHA CKa3aJa
MHe Ha IIpOIllaHHe IIepefs; MOHUM OTBHE3I0M B
MockBy? «Eciu BBl 060MaHyJIM MeHd, eClIu o
OCy’KZleHa BJIAUHUTb B MHTaBe 3TH IIOCTBIIBIE,
VHBLIBIE THU — 51 PYKH HAJI0XKy Ha cebs». A? Xo-
porro?

— Xoporuo!.. —ycmexHyJsica OcTepMaH.

-1 oTBeTHMII €M: 1 ey B MOCKBY, a CKOPO U BBI
rnoefere B MOCKBY, a 0TTy/a — B IleTepOypr.

— O becTty)XeBe OHa CKy4aeT?

—Het. Ho, Boob6mie, AHHa MBaHOBHA KaK-TO
Cpasy OIyCTHUJIACK... TOJIBKO KOe-KOTIZia OHa UYyB-
CTBYeT IPHIUB sHepruu. KigHyck BaM, OcTep-
MaH, OHa 0yjeT B HalIUX pykKax!- BUPOH 11070-
mres1 kK OcTepMaHy M THXO IIpOIeITal eMy: — A



XoTes OBl BHJeTh HMIlepaTopa. YCTpPOHTe MHe
aTo!

— 3aueM? — copocuit OcTepMaH.

—UT06BI YBUETh Ha €ro 4yeje signum mortis,
[22] /KMOJIOTTH Hay4duy MeHs, KaK pacIIlO3Ha-
BaThb 3TO.

becema nwia o yrpa. BUpoH ocTajics HoOYe-
BaTh y OcTepMaHa.

1l
3abaBbl IOHOTO «Lie3apsi»

HECMOTpH Ha paHHUU YyTpPeHHUH 4Yac, B BeJIU-
KOJIEIIHOM CIlaJIbHe YeThIpHaJAIlaTHUIETHEeIO
umieparopa Ilerpa II apuia He THIIIHHA, a Ha-
000pOT, 60JIbIIIAS «IIIYMUXa».

ViMitepaTop OBLI ellle He OleT, a HaXOAWUJICI B
ofHOM 6esibe. OH BCKOUMJI C KpOBaTH, IIOTOMY
4TO ero IoHas rojoBa HeCTepIuMo 6oJiesa, a 60-
Jlejla OHa IIOTOMY, UTO HaKaHyHe ero HaIlOHJI
4yTh He /10 6ecuyBCTBUSA KHA3b MBaH /loyropy-
KUMH.

—HWBaH... BaHd... XyZ0 MHe 4YTO-TO!.. — IIOJO-
mrest Iletp AsexceeBUdY K J[0JITOPYKOMY, XpPalleB-
I1eMy Ha IByX BMeCTe COCTaBJIeHHBIX Kpecax.



TOT MHUTOM OYHYJICH.

-Yro ¢ T06.. YTO C BaMH, Ballle BeJHYe-
CTBO?... — XPHUIUIO CIIPOCHJI OH, IIPOTHpas IJja3a
U CJIETKA II0IIaThIBAsCh.

9TO OBLI BBICOKUH, CTPOMHBIN MOJIOJIOM UeJIo-
BeK, Ha JIMIle KOTOPOTro, OJHAaKO, HeIIpepPLEIBHEIE
KYTeXXH YCIIeJIH y>Ke HaJI0KUTh CBOK OTBPATH-
TeJIbHYIO I1eYaTh.

IOHBINT MMIlepaToOp KasaJICs CTapllle CBOHUX
JeT. ET0 He/Jb3gd OBLIO HasBaThb HH KPAaCHBBIM,
HU ypOoJOM: TaK, UTO-TO CpejiHee, HO IJIYOOKO
0essIyHOe, 00BIeHHOE.

— CHUIyIIIKY HeT, KaK TPeIuT rojioBa, BaHsa! -
»Kast06HOo 1mpounsHec ITeTp AeKceeBUY.

— Huyero, rocyzapp, 3T0O MBI celyac BBLIe-
YUM, — TPSIXHYJI T0OJI0BOM HAIlepCHUK IOHOIO HM-
IepaTopa, X0Ts TO>Ke UyBCTBOBAJI Cebs OTBPATH-
TEJILHO.

— M 3ayeM 3TO THI MHE TaK MHOI'O BUHa HaJIH-
BaJI Buepal.. — C JIETKOM [0CAL0M IIOIIEHSAT HUM-
reparop.

— A He IIUTB, TOCYJaphb, BBl He MOIJIA: KTO JKe
U3 CMHUPEHHBIX paboB [lep3HeT IIPUKOCHYTHCI K
BHUHY, pa3 caM aBIYCTEUIINUH I1e3aphb He U3BOJIUT
IIpUKacaTbCsad K KyOKaM? — YJIBIOHYJICI HAarJIOn



YJIBIOKOM KHA3b IBaH /l0JITOPYKUA.

ITUM «aBI'yCTEUIIIUM Ile3apeM» OH IIOCTOSIH-
HO IIOTYEeBaJl CBOEr0 IOHOro ItoBesuTessd. OH
3HaJI, 4YTO 3TO CTPAIIHO JIbCTUT CaMOJIIOOUIO BEH-
IIeHOCHOTO OTpOKa, ¢aHTasusgd KOTOPOIO IIpU
9THX CJIOBAX BCeIja paclaasiaach.

«fI — MOTyIIleCTBEHHBINI MOHApX, 1— caM Ife-
3apb!» — IPOHOCUJIOCH TOTZa B rosioBe Iletpa II.

Tak 6bIO U Ha 3TOT pas. IleTp AjleKceeBUU
TOP/I0 BBIIIPSIMUJICS BCel CBOeH elle He CHOPMU-
poBasIierics GUIYPOH H, 06j1a4dasiCh B ILIAThe,
y>Ke BeCeJI0, JPOTrHYBIIIMM I'0JI0OCOM CITPOCHIL:

— A 4yeM >Xe Thl OyJelllb JIEUUTH TBOETO aBIYV-
CTeMUIIIero Ite3aps, KHA3b lBaH?

— CHauaJsia 106pOM YyapKoW MaJsbBasuH, a II0-
TOM — CBEKMM BO3JyXOM, rocyzaps. He yiabibaet-
Cs JIU BaM MBIC/Ib I10eXaTh 3a IIpeobpakeHCKoe,
CJIeTKa II00XOTUTHCA?

—HWnet! UpeT! — BeceJsio IIpoM3HeC UMIIEpaTop.

OH saxsyiomas B JIafoliy. YeTHIpHAAIIATH C
He6OJILIIUM JIET CKas3ajJHuChb B «MOIYIECTBEH-
HOM II0BesuTesie Bced Poccum». IleTp AJjiexcee-
BUY, KaK pe6eHOK, KaK MaJIbUMK, pajoBaJicd
IIPeCToLIEeMY YI0BOJILCTBHUIO.

UBaH J[logropyKuii Kypma-ToO MCUYe3 OTAaBaTh



IIpHUKa3aHUA I10 II0BOY COOPOB Ha OXOTY.

HMiiepaTop CIIeIIHO JOKaH4YMUBaJl CBOe «06JIa-
YeHHe»: II0BePX OXOTHHUYbEM KYPTKH OH Hafesl
roryoyr AHpeeBCKYIO JIEHTY.

— Ballte BesIM4ecTBO... He U3BOJIbTE OECIIOKO-
UTbCd!.. — T0Z000CTPAaCTHO JIelleTaJl TYYHBIA
JIMYHBIA obOep-KaMepauHep rocypaps. — Ilos-
BOJIETE MHE II0IIPaBUTh...

—He Hapmo!- TomHys Horou IleTp Astekcee-
BHY. — Hey)KeJlH THI TyMaelllb, UTO 51 He CyMEIo
caM cfesaThb 3T0?...

HBaH /JloJIropyKui, IIOAX044 K CIIaJIbHe MMIIe-
paTopa C XpyCTaJbHBIM IpadHUHOM, HAIlOJHEH-
HBIM CTaphIM BEHT€PCKHM BHHOM, CTOJIKHYJICSI Y
IBepeit ¢ OcTepMaHOM.

—He o’xkupgas CTOJb pPaHO BHIAETH Bac!— Ha-
CMEILJIMBO IIPOTOBOPHUII JlOJITOPYKHUH.

- IToMuIy#iTe, 4TO 3a paHO, pa3 BbI COOHpae-
TeCh y’Ke 3aBTpakKaThb!— oTBeTHJ OcTepMaH Co
CBOeM 3HaMEeHUTOU TOHKOM YJIBIOKOM, yKashlBas
Ha rpaUH C BUHOM.

JLOJITOPYKHUI IIOKPACHEJ OT 3JI0CTH M HeCBSI3-
HO IIPOHU3HEC:

—Tocygaproo 4YTO-TO HE3[LOPOBHUTCH, OH JKaJIy-
eTCs Ha JILXOPaJKYy.



— HemMmypapeHo. B Takue MOPO3BEI €r0 BeJIHYe-
CTBO CJIMIIIKOM MHOI'0 BpeMeHH IIPOBOJUT Ha OT-
KpPBITOM BO3AyXe, — IIpomosokan OcTepMaH. —
Ero BestuecTBO BCTaI?

- Jla.

— VK He OIIATH JI COOPHI HA 0XOTY?

— BbI yraganu, — HaCMeIINBO IIpousHec JloJr-
TOPYKUIA.

— B TakoM ciydae s MOI'Y ZOCTaBUTH UMIIEPa-
TOPY MaJIeHbKOe Y 0BOJILCTBHE, — cKa3asl OCTep-
MaH, BEIHUMas TabaKepKy.

— Kaxkoe?

—bBeceny ¢ 3aMeuaTesIbHLIM 3HATOKOM JIOIIIA-
Ileli, co0aK, OXOTHI.

—KT0 0H Takoi? - 6bICTPO cIIpocuil J[oaropy-
KUU.

HoTka peBHOCTH U CTpaxa 3a TO, UTO MOXKeT
SIBUTHCS KTO-TO MHOMW, KOTOpPBIHM, Yero A06poro,
«3aBJaZieeT» rocygapeM, II0C/bIIIaaach B rojoce
HBaHa /0JITOPYKOTO.

A OcTepMaH CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIIL:

- 3T0 — BUpoH, 06ep-KaMeprep ABOpa ee BHICO-
yecTBa AHHEI IBAHOBHEL.

— bupon? S 4TO-TO CabIXasl... UTO Ke 3TOT JIO-
IIaJHUK JesiaeT IpH aBope MBaHOBHEBI?[23] O6B-



e3’kaeT ee KOOBLI?

OcTepMaH He ycIIeJI OTBETUTH, TaK KaK M3 II0-
KOeB MMIIlepaTopa II0CJBIIIaCA ele He COOPMU-
poBaBIuiics rosoc Iletpa AjekceeBrua:

— Bamsd, ckopo TEI? UTO THI TaM KOIIaeIlhCs!

OcTepMaH, UMeBIINUH IIpaBO BX0/a 6e3 JOoKJIa-
Iia, IocsesoBad 3a JJoJIrOpyKUM.

— A 3TO — BBI? — HECKOJIBKO YIUBJIEHHO U C XY-
0 CKPBITBIM HEY/0BOJILCTBHEM CIIPOCHJI MMIIE-
paTop-oTPOK. — YTO 3TO BaM IIpHUIILIA 3a $paHTa-
31 CTOJIb PaHO 6€CIIOKOUTH ceOs1?

— 3Has, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO, CKOJIb BEI JIIOOUTE
Jomazie ¥ cobak, s pellna HCIPOCUTH Ballle
paspellleHHe Ha IIpeJCTaB/JeHHE BaM 3aMeda-
TeJIbHOI0 3HaTOKa 3TOrO JieJa.

—A-al - 0’KUBJIEHHO BOCKJHKHYJ IleTp. — B
caMoM nesie? KTo oH?

OcTepMaH Ha3BaJl.

—Arpge oH?

— 51 3axBaTUII ero ¢ c060¥. OH B IPHUEMHOU.

— OTsinuHo! Tak BeuTe ero Croaa, Mbl BMeCTe
U moemeM Ha oxotTy!— mpousHec IleTp Asexcee-
BUY.

OcTepMaH BHIIIe] U3 OIIOUYMBAJIbHU HUMIIEepa-
TOpa.



9TUM MOMEHTOM BOCIIOJIb30BaJICA KHA3b
UBaH Joaropykuii. OH TOPOILJIMBO HaJIMWJI II0JI-
HBIU KyOOK BUHA U, II0[JaB €ero UMIlepaTopy, CKa-
3au

—IlefiTe ckopeii, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, II0KA HeT
9TOM CTapOU JIUCUITHI!

IleTp AJjiekceeBUY paccMesICd U >KaJHO, MeJI-
KUMU IJIOTKaMU OCYIIIUJI KyOOK [0 JHA.

- VX, Xopoio! — mepeBofd AYyX, BOCKIHUKHYJI
BEHIIEHOCHBIN OTPOK. — A TO BO PTY OBLJIO CYXO.

— Temteps u royioBa IIpoOM/ET, TOCYAAPb.

— A TBI uTO Xe? Ilei1 ¥ ThI!

OcTepmaH Bo3BpaTHJICI C BUPOHOM.

—BoT, Bamre BeJIMYEeCTBO, — CKasajl OH, —
HMeI0 BBICOKOE CYaCThe IIpe[CTaBUTh BaM 006ep-
KaMmeprepa ABopa ee BbICOUECTBA I'epIIOIMHU AH-
HBI M0aHHOBHEI — 9pHCTa bupoHa.

BUpPOH 0TBeCUI HUSKUN-HU3KUMI ITOKJIOH.

— 31paBCTBYHTe, JH06e3HbIN BUpoH! — Beceso
IIPOrOBOPMJI IOHBIM uMIepaTop. — O Bac HaIll
MUJIBIHA OcTepMaH paccKasbIBaeT 4dyjeca, Kak o
BeJIMKOM 3HaTOKe Jiolaze. IIpasga aTo?

BUpOH CHOBa HU3KO CKJIOHHJICA Ilepej MMIIe-
paTopoM, U ejie 3aMeTHas CyZopora IlepemepHy-
Jla ero JIAI0. YIIOMHHAHHEe O er0 «JIOIIaJUHBIX



CIIOCOOHOCTSAX» OBLIO [JId Hero XysKe HOXKa
OCTPOTO: CIIHIIKOM YK MHOTO «CHheJI» OH «KOHIO-
XO0B».

—/la, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, A 3HAI0 TOJIK B JIOIIIA-
I5X; 1 0UYeHb JII0OJII0 9TUX 6J1arOPOAHBIX YKHUBOT-
HBIX, — BKpPaJ4HlBO OTBETHJI OH.

—Tak 4To ’Ke Bbl TOPYHUTE B JO/DKHOCTH 06€ep-
KaMmeprepa B MuraBe? — BOCKJIUKHYJI [leTp II. -
XoTHTe, 1 BaC Ha3Ha4y MOUM 0bep-IIITaIMeHCTe-

pom?

— IlouTHTeIbHeNIIIEe 61arofapko Bac, Ballle Be-
JIMYECTBO, 3a CTOJIb BBICOKYI0 MUJIOCTB!.. — OTBe-
TUJI BUpOH.

—Tak xoture? Hy u orsimyHO! ThHI pacriops-
IYCh 006 3TOM, KH43b MBaH! — IOBepHYJICA MMIIe-
paTop-0TpoK K /JloJITOPyKOMY. — A Tellepk, He Te-
P BpeMeHH, B IYyThb-0POry, rocroga! BoT ce-
Yvac, KCTaTH, MBI 1 IIPOBEPHM Balllk II03HaHUI,
TOCIIOOUH BUPOH.

* % %

B ryctrom 6Gopy 3a IIpeo6pa’keHCKHUM, KOTO-
PBIF TAHYJICI Ha MHOI'O BEPCT, HAXOJUJICSI OXOT-
HHUYUH JOM-3aMOK, KyZla YaCTeHbKO HaBe[bIBaJl-
Cs CO CBOEM CBUTOMH, BO IVIaBe C 6eCIlyTHBIM IBa-
HOM /l0JITOPpYKUM, I0HBIM [leTp AleKceeBUY.



TyT mpo’KuBasI IieJIbIH IIITAT erepem, BCerga
TOTOBBIX K IIPHEMY BBICOKOI'O TOCTd, a I TOTO,
4TOOBI 0XOTa BBIXOJHWJIA Beceslee, B 3TOM JIECHOM
«I1apajguse» XpaHWIUCH OIPOMHEBIE 3allachl BU-
Ha, OYeHb YaCTO IOABJISIIMCHE U J>KEHIIHHE,
TOJIBKO He M3 YHCJIa MIPUABOPHBIX faM. O6 aToM
Ype3BBIYANTHO PBJHO CTapajicd HaIllepCHUK MO-
JIOZIOTO I1aps. OTH Becesible «0OXOTHUYBbU TaMBbl» —
KaK BeJIMYa/Id UX B KPY>KKe UMIlepaTopa — ObLIN
I10 60JIbIIIeH YaCTH UHOCTPaHKH, KOTOPBIX YoKe U
TOIZIa CTAJIO IOSIBJIATHCI HEMaJsIoO B JpeBHEH CTO-
JIUIIe PYCCKOM UMIIePUH.

bupoH exas BMecTe ¢ IleTpoM AjleKceeBHUYEM.
Bcro mopory uMieparop, 6osTad 6e3 yMOJIKa, 3a-
CBIITaJI TOI'O PACCIIPOCaMH O CTATIX, MACTIX H IIO-
pojax Jollafei, M BeJIMKOJIEITHOe 3HaKOMCTBO
bupoHa co BceM 3TUM IIPHUBOAMJIO OTPOKA-Iiaps B
BOCXUII[eHHE.

—BoT 3aro, UBaH, — 3HaHUe! — TO U [IeJI0 IIO-
BepTHIBAJICA OH K CBOeMY JIFOOUMILY /l0JITOPYKO-
My.

-3JT0 y TrocrmojuHa bupoHa, OUYeBHIHO, Ha-
CJIeICTBEHHOEe, — HaJMeHHO YJIBIOHYJICA [l0JIro-
PYKUIi.

bUpOH BCHOBIXHYJ W 3JI0 IIOIJIA[e]l Ha «Ha-



XaJILHOTO MaJIbUHUIIKY», HallepCHUKA MMIIepaTo-
pa.

—Ilouemy HacieCTBEHHOE? — HAaWBHO CIIPO-
cuJ IleTp AjlekceeBHUY.

— KaxkeTcs, oTell rocrofiiHa BupoHa OBLI KO-
HIOXOM Yy reproroB KeTjiepoB... — HaCMEIILIHBO
6pocuit JJoIrOpyKUH.

BupoH 3ackpuires 3ybaMu. Bca KpoBb 6pocH-
JIach eMy B IOJIOBY.

—IIpoiy IpoCcTUTHL MeHd, Ballle BeJIUYECTBO,
HO s He I10JIarajl, YTO B BallleM BBICOKOM IIPUCYT-
CTBUHU MHe IIPUIETCS BBICAYIIKUBATE IeP30CTH, —
IpOXKalllUM OT GeIllleHCTBa I'0JI0COM IIPOTOBOPUII
OH.

IleTp AnexceeBUY YKOPHU3HEHHO IIOIJIIZe/]I Ha
CBOero ¢paBOpHUTa U CIIPOCUIL:

—-Yrto 3TO Tebe, MBaH, IPHUIILI0O Ha MBIC/Ib
06M>KaTh MUJIOTO rOCIiofuHa bupoHa?

— C KaKuX II0p, Ballle BeJIUYeCTBO, IIpaB/a IIo-
yyTaeTcd 3a gep3ocTth? OTely rocroayHa brupoHa
ObLJI, [eHMCTBUTENBbHO, HU3IIUM IIPUIBOPHBIM
CIIy>KalllM B KEeTJIEPOBCKOM MHTAaBCKOM 3aMKe.
PasBe g jry, rocrtogu bupoH?

YTo MOT O0TBeTUTH Ha 3T0 bupoH? Ho B ero ro-
JIOBe IIpoHecIach yrposa:



«0, moroguTe, nmoroguTe! CKOpo g BaM IIOKa-
7Ky, UTO 3HA4YUT OCKOPOJISITH TaKOr0 4YeJsIOBeKa,
Kak d!»

Heo6pluaiiHOe O0O)KUBJIEHHWE BOLapUIOCH B
JIECHOM OXOTHMYbeM 3aMKe. OToBCrofy cbera-
JIUCH erepsi, IIOCJIBIIIAINCE 3BYKHM OXOTHUYBUX
Tpyo.

bupoH cTosya okojio IleTpa AJieKceeBHYa U
BOCXUII[AJICA JIOIIaAbMU U COOaKaMU:

— 0O, Balre BeJIMYECTBO, KaKas y BacC BeJIUKO-
JIeIIHasg oxoTa!

JTO BOCXUIIleHHWEe CTPAlllHO HPAaBUJIOCH Iiap-
CTBEHHOMY OTPOKY.

ITepen oTIipaByieHHEM Ha OXOTY COCTOSJICH
3aBTpakK. Bechb cTOJI OBLI yCTaBJIeH OYThIKAMU U
rpa¢purHamMu. FBaH /[0JITOPYKUI IIOAOIIIes]I K F0HO-
My MMIIEPATOPY U UTO-TO THUXO IIIEITHYJ eMY.

—VYn06HO JIU? — JOHECCS 10 YYTKOIo ciayxa bu-
POHa OTBeT UMIlepaTopa.

— A moueMy HeT? V Hac Bcerjja Tak ObLJIO 3aBe-
IeHO.

— Hy, xopor1uo... ITycTs UAyT...

PacriaxHysuch ABepd — U B KOMHATY BIIOPX-
HYJIU >KeHCKHe ¢urypsl. OgHa W3 HUX, ofeTas
TaHIOBIIUIIeN rapemMma (6asepkoii), rmogdeskasia



K UMIIepaTopy U BCKOYMJIA K HEMY Ha KOJIEHH.

—HakoHell-TO Bbl IIPUOBLIN, IIOBEJIUTEJb
HemBpoz! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA I10-QPaHITy3CKH U
COBepIlleHHO GaMUIbAPHO 00BHJIA IIEH0 HMIIe-
paTopa CBOMMH IIBIITHBIMH PO30BBIMHU PYKAMH.

I9TO OBLIO 10 TAKOM CTeIleHW CMeJIO-HeOXKU-
JAaHHO, YTO y BMpoHa BBIpPBAJICA II0[aBJIEeHHBIN
BO3IJIaC yAUBJIEHU.

IOHBIM HMIIEpaTOp caM CMYTHIICA. OH pe3sKUM
IOBMDKEHUEM CTOJIKHYJI C HOT (QpaHIly’KeHKYy U
KPUKHYJL:

- Yb6upaiiTecs!

3aBTpaK HavaJsICd, HO HUKAKOI0 BeceJjbsg He
6b10. KHSA3HL IBaH [[OJITOPYKUM, CHUIEBIINU PS-
oM c IleTpoMm AjieKceeBHUYEM, YCHUJIEHHO I10/IJIH-
BaJI eMy B KyOOK BHHO.

Ha 0xX0Ty BCce OTIIPaBHUJIUCH y>Ke€ B COCTOSSHUU
U3PSALHOTIO ONbsIHEeHUd. «bagepKar, «rpedyaHKa»
U «HeMBPO/JKa» IIPHUCOeJUHUINUCH K CBUTE «HHO-
ro Iesaps», OKOJI0O KOTOPOr0 HaXOAWJCI U bu-
PoOH.

[Ipecyienys ¢ 60p3bIMU JIHMCULLY, IleTp AJieKce-
eBUY yIIaJl C JIOIIALU U 110 TOPJIO IIPOBAJIMJICA B
60JIbIIIOM Cyrpob CHera.

BHUpOH IIepBEI IIOMOI UMIIEPATOPY BBLIE3TH



U3 CHera.

—Yto 3T0 co MHOI1? Kak MHe Xyno!.. — IIpous-
Hec ITeTp AsiekceeBUY C1a0bIM T'OJI0COM.

— Br1 035611, Ballle BeJIM4eCcTBO!.. BB IpOXKU-
Te, KaK B CUJIbHeMIIell IUXopaaKe.

- a, 1a... MHe XO0JIOJTHO... AX, KaK 60JIUT T0JIO-
Ba! 1 KpyrH Bce KpacHbIe I1epes IJ1a3aMHu...

HMriiepaTopa OTBe3JIM B OXOTHUYHU 3aMOK.
TaM OH BBIITMJI HACHJIBHO ellle BUHA U €My CTaJIo
COBCeM CKBepHO. Ero KoJIOTHJI yKaCHEMIIHI
03HO0, IJ1a3a IIOKpacHeJIH, Ha JIUIle II0SIBUJIUCH
SIPKO-0arpoBble II9THA.

— Ckopee, ckopee Bo asoperi!.. Jlokrtopa!l.. 4,
Ka’keTcs, YMHUpal... — IIpoJielieTasl OH B IIOJIY-
Opes0BOM COCTOSTHUMU.

JIunto MBaHa /JlOJITOPYKOIO BBIPA’Kaa0 CUJIb-
HOe 0eCIIOKOMCTBO.

—Kaxk BBI fiymMaeTe, 4YTO 3TO C HHUM? — pacTe-
PSAHHO 06paTuiIcd OH K BUpoHy.

— Signum mortis, — pe3Ko 0TBETUJI «KOHIOX».

—YT0? - yYAUBJIEHHO BOCKJ/IMKHYJ IIOJIYIILS-
HBIN KHA3L VBaH.

—Hy, sToro Bam He IIOHATH! — HaXaJILHO OTBe-
TWUJI BUPOH.



NocnenoHwe oHNM MUTABCKOroO
3aTo4yeHuns

HHa MoaHHOBHA CHUJILHO I10JaIach 3a 3TH IO-

LBl

bupoH He coJras, ckasaBmu OcTepMaHy, 4TO
Ha Hee OIIATH Hallasla 3JIeHInas XaH/Apa, 4YTO OHa
4yBCTBYeT ce0s1 OTBpaTUTeJbHO. U, [IelCTBU-
TeJIbHO, CJIMWIIKOM VXK MHOIO PasHOPOJHBIX
YYBCTB IIPUIILJIOCH IIEPEUCIILITaTH HeCcYacTHOH
reproruHe KypJssHACKOM B 3TO KOPOTKOE BpeMs.

CypoBagd omasna, nmocrururas I[Terpa Muxaiio-
BUYa becTy’KeBa, eCJiId U He 0CO0eHHO GOJIBHO,
TO BCe JKe II0pa3uiia ee.

«[IpokiaTass ArpadeHka, AoIiuisicasach!— may-
MaJia OHa O JoUepH CBOEro CTaporo «gpyrar». — 1
OTIIa 3a COOOM ITOTaIIHIa.

W Bapyr Heo)XuIaHHOe [JId Hee BOIlapeHHe
roHoro Iletpa II. 3To gaBUIOCh g AHHEI HMoaH-
HOBHBI JKeCTOKMM yAapoM. 3aTrUITHOTHU3HUPOBAaH-
Has «BelJUM» IIpe/icKasaHWeM BeJIUKOro /[PKUO-
JIOTTU U yBepeHUAMHU bupoHa, oHa JHEM U HO-
4Ybl0 BH/JlesIa Ilepef c0600 B MeuTax UMIIepaTop-



CKyI0 KOpoHy. EKaTeprHa ymupasa. O, ¢ KaKUM
TpeleToM O’KHjasaa AHHA MoaHHOBHA 4yZa C CO-
6oro!

«[IpupyTt 3a MHOM... CKaXXyT: ,,BBI — HaIlla 1M-
nepartpurta. /Jla 3gpaBCTBYeT Ballle BeJIHYe-
CTBO!”», — IIpecjIeloBaJIH ee HOYbLI0 KOIIIMapHEIe
MBICJIH.

U BApyr mocsie BCero aToro BollapeHue MMIIe-
patopa Iletpa II, MaJIBbYHIIKY, 10 PET€HTCTBOM
IIpe3peHHoro paba MeHIIIUKOBA.

—Hapysm! O6MaHyn MeHs! — SPOCTHO BBI-
pBasioch y AHHBEI M0aHHOBHEL. — ITOT KYJEeCHUK
HaJIrad, ogypauuuil..

ITageHne MeHIIIHMKOBA OIIEJIOMUJIO I'€PIIOTH-
HIO CBOEH HEeOXU/TaHHOCTEHI.

IJTO0 MU3BecCTHUe IIpUHecC el brupoH.

—YT0?!. — BOCKJIMKHYyJIa OHA4, BCKaKWUBas. —
IJpHCT, HOBTOPH!

W SpHCT IIOBTOPHUII ei:

—/la, AHHa, B Ty MUHYTY, KOI/la 1 TOBOPIO C
BaMH, TOT YeJIOBEK, Ilepe[ B3IJIALO0M KOTOPOIO
TpelleTasia BcsI Poccus, B JKaJIKOU KUOUTKe efleT
II0 CHErOBBIM paBHUHaM IOJIIpHONM CHOUpPU K
MecCTy CBOeH CCBUIKM — B ropox bepesos.

JKryuag pagoCcTh COBCEM TOIZA 3aXBaTHJIA Jbl-



xaHue AHHEI oaHHOBHEL. C II0pasUTeIbHOM SIC-
HOCTBIO BCIIOMHHAIUCh €l KapTUHA ee «II0CTBIJI-
HOro» CBHUIAHUS C ITUM «IIHMPOKHUKOM» B Pure,
ee YHIDKeHUe U ero TOPJKeCTBO, ee CJIe3bl U ero
HajMeHHad yJabl0Ka. OTKy/a-TO BBIIUIBLIO U JIU-
o Mopuria CaKCOHCKOIO, eJUMHCTBEHHOIO YeJIO-
BeKa, KOTOPOro OHa IIOJII00MIa TaK MYUHUTEIb-
HO-CTPaCTHO U KOTOpPOIO, II0 IIOBeJIeHUI0 MeH-
IIIMKOBA, TaK ’KeCTOKO OCKOpOMUIIa.

U oHa, BcA Apoyka OT BOJIHEHUs, Opocuiach
TOIJla K CTOJIY M HaIlKcaJla IIUCbMO «/laHUIbIuy»:

«[TOMHUW®b U Mbl, Npe3peHHbli pab, Kak
K mebe Ha 8bIHYHCOeHHOe C8UOAHUE 8-
/1ACb pyCccKas UapesHa u 2epyo2uHs K)ép—
AAHOCKAS, KAK OHA NAaKaaa nped moooti,
KaKOoMy YHUJCEHU0 mbl npedan ee? [Iom-
HUWb U mbl, AstekcaHop /laHu108uu,
€/1084 NAEMAHHUUBL MB0e20 b.a1azodeme-
A 06 ommuweHuu? Hy, eom menepb u s
me6s cnpouly: cAadKo au mebe, NPOK1s-
mblil, 8 X0O/100HbLX CHezax Cubupu?...
AHHa».

Jla, BCce, BCe 3TO BCIIOMUHAJIOCHL AHHe Hoas-
HOBHe B JleKabpbCcKuil Beuep 1730 roza.
bupoH yexas B MockBy. C MOMEHTA €ro OTh-



e3/1a repliOryuHA 0 CUX II0p He I10Jy4Yaa OT Hero
IIHCbMa, ¥ 3TO 0COOEHHO 3JIMJI0 ¥ BOJTHOBAJIO ee.

Kak u mpexze, YHBLIO-3JI0Bellle 3aBLIBAJ Be-
Tep B CTapbIxX Ileyax KeTsiepoBckoro samka. Ha
IBOpe BBLJIA U KPYTHUJIA MeTeJb, HaBeBasi OIPOM-
Hble CyTpoObI cHera. TeMHO, TOCKJIMBO ObLIO Ha
IyIlle MHOTOJIeTHe MUTaBCKOU 3aTBOPHMUIIHL.

— Balra cBeTJIOCTh! — ITOCJIBIIIAJICA C3aaUu Hee
roJyioc ¢pperIruHel GoH MeHT/eH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, OTOPBABIIUCH OT XYM, VC-
IIyraHHO IIOBEPHYJACh B 3eJIEHOM KpecJsie U BOC-
KJIMKHYJIA:

—Ax, BBl HUcoyraau MeHs, Muiaasg MeHrneH!
Yro Bam?

— Kakas-To KeHIIIMHA TOMOTAaeTCs CBULaHUA C
BaMH, Ballla CBETJIOCTh!

— Kto oHa?

— OHa He Ha3bpIBaeT CBOEr0 UMEHU, HO YMOJIS-
eT, YTOOBI BBl IIPUHAIHA ee. OHA TOBOPUT, UTO BBI
XOpOIIIO 3HAeTe ee, UTO OHA MMeeT IIPaBOo Ha Ba-
I11e MUJIOCEp/Ire.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA KoJie6asach ¢ MHUHYTY, HO
IIOTOM pPelIUTeJIbHO IIPOHU3Heca:

— Xoporuo!.. BmycTture ee!

Bckope BoIIa JKeHIIMHA BBICOKOIO POCTA.



Brlla JIM OHa CTpOMHA WM II0JIHA — pas3obpaThb
ObIO HeJb3s, TaK KaK o/ieTa OHa Oblla B Ka-
KOM-TO 6e300pa3HbIil OYPHYC MEIIIKOM, MeCTaMU
IIOpBaHHBIM. T'0s10Ba U JIUIO0 OBLIM 3aKyTaHBI
IIPOCTHIM YepHBIM ILIEPCTAHBIM ILIaTKOM. JKeH-
IIIMHA, [I0-BUAUMOMY, OT X0JI0/ia CHJIBHO JIPOrKa-
JIa.

— KT0 BBI, MUJIasd, ¥ UTO BaM HaJl0 OT MeHsd? —
JIACKOBO cirpocuia AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

—VYMoJIAr0 Bac, Ballle BBICOYECTBO M Ballla
CBETJIOCTh, paspelluTh MHe OTBeTUTH Ha 3TOT
BOIIpOC 6e3 cBUjeTesel, HaeAuHe, — XPUILIBIM,
60JILHBIM I'0JIOCOM OTBeTHUJIa HE3HAKOMKaA.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA B3[pOrHyJa. YTO-TO 3HAKO-
MoOe IIOCJBIIIaJIoCh el B 3TOM roJioce. OHa, IIO
HaType TPyC/JIuBasg, I0YyBCTBOBasa BAPYI CTpax
Ieper 9TOM JKeHIIMHOM U AposKa CIIPOCUIa:

— K yemy sta TauHCTBeHHOCTH? [loueMy BEI
He MOKeTe TOBOPUTh IIPU Moelt ppeiyinHe?

— BrI caMu 1moiiMeTe, Ballle BEICOUECTBO, II0Ye-
My MHe HeyZ,00HO TOBOPUTH IIPU APYTUX, — THUXO
M BCe TaK ’>Ke YMOJIFIOIe IIPOIelTaJja He3Ha-
KOMKa.

- Viipure, MeHrzeH!.. — mpukasaga repIioru-
H, IOAyMaB:



«Y4TO0 OHa MHe MOJKeT cesaaTs? Kpyrom MeHs
CIIYTH...»

JIUIIb TOJILKO OHU OCTAJIUCh OJHU, KEeHIIIMHA
CKHHYJIA IIJIATOK C TOJIOBBI U JIUIIA U, OIIYCTUB-
IIUChL Ilepen AHHOM HM0aHHOBHOM Ha KOJIEHY,
BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

—Baira cBeTJyIOCTB, CXKajabTech! Temmepr BEI
BUIUTeE, KTO IIepe] BaMu?

lep1ioruHA IOPBIBUCTO OTIIATHYIACE.

— BEI?! — MCIIyTaHHO BEIPBAJIOCH Y Hee.

— [la, 3TO 4, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.

Ilepen AHHOM 0AHHOBHOM B 3TOM HUIIEH-
CKOM KOCTIOMe CTOsIa Ha KOJIeHSIX ee ObIBIIIas
obep-ropMericTeprHa, KpacaBHIa-BA0Ba, 0apo-
Hecca Jdib3a ¢oH KirroreHay, cociaHHas 3a IIOKY-
IIIeHMe Ha OTpaBJIeHe IepIIOTMHU.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 6blIa TaK IIOpakeHa, uTo B
TeueHHe HEeCKOJIbKUX MHHYT He MOIJIA BBLITOBO-
PUTEL HU CJI0BA.

— Kax, xak >xe BBI IIOIIaJIU CIO/1a? — ob6peJia Ha-
KOHeI[ OHa Jap cj0Ba. — Beapb BRI JKe COCIIAHEBI?

-5 6ekasla U3 Moero 3aToueHus. CUacCTJIU-
BBIM CJIydall IIOMOT MHe 0CBOOOAUTHCA. O, 60Ke
MoOM, 60)ke MOM, eci OBl BBl TOJIBKO MOTJIH
3HaTh, Ballle BLICOUECTBO, CKOJIBKO U KaKUX MY-



YUTEeJBHBIX CTPaJaHUN BBIIIAJI0 MHE Ha JOJI0! —
BOILJIEM BBIPBaJIOCh U3 IPYAM HeCUacCTHOM 6apo-
HeCCBHI.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA BIIWJIACh IIPHUCTAIBHBIM
B30pOM B ee Jyin1i0. O 3, 3TO 6BLI0 IOUTH He3Ha-
KOMoOe eH JIMI[0. BMecTo KpacHuBO-TOPZEJIHUBOIO
JIMIA Ilepe] Hel Oblila KaKas-TO MacKa CTpafa-
HUS, OKPY’>KeHHas II0YTU COBCEM CeIbIMH BOJIO-
caMu, U corbeHHasd QUIypa, sKaJKas, IPUHIKEH-
Hasl.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa IIpo6oBaJia BbI3BaTh B cebe
YyBCTBO 3JI0PaJHOT0 TOP>KecTBa, HO He MOIJA.
[IoMUMO ee BOJIM, OCTPOE UYBCTBO >KaJIOCTH
IIPOCHYJIOCH U 3a[p0’KaJIo B ee IPYAH.

- MW 3a 4to, T'ocriogy, 3a 4TO? — IIpoJOJDKAIa
pBLIATH U JIOMAaTh B 0TYassHUU pyKu KirroreHay.

—BcranbTe, 6apoHecca! MHe IIPOTUBHO BU-
JleTh JKEHIIMHY Y MOUX HOT! — IIpHUKa3aa reprio-
TUHS.

bapoHecca, nmraTasich, BCTaja € KOJIeH.

— Cagurecs Croza, B 3TO KpecJo! — cka3asa AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHA, I10CJIe Yero II03BOHMJIA U SBUB-
IIeMcs Ha 30B QpelyiniHe KpaTKo Opocuiia: — Be-
JINTe II0CKOpel COrpeTh W IOJATh KPacHOTO BU-
Ha.



Ha sune ¢pelyiMHBI II0IBUJIOCH BBIpakeHUe
YIUBJIEHUS U JIIOOOIIBITCTBA, HO OHA BCe Ke Oec-
IIPEeKOCJIOBHO IIOCIeIlHJIa UCIIOJHUTH IIPUKAa3a-
HUe.

ITo ee yxo/ie repIiorMHs CKa3asa:

—Br1 BoT, 6apoHecca, BOCKJIUKHYJIHU cerdac:
«3a 4T0? 3a UTO?» A pa3sBe BEI He 3HaeTe cCaMU?

—Bumut bor, 4 He BHMHOBAaTa, Ballle BhICOUe-
CTBO.

—Ho Begpb BEI JKe IBITAJIUCH OTPaBUTH MEHd,
OKOJIIOBAaTh KAaKHUM-TO [IbABOJBCKHUM CHAa/JIo-
obeM?

Torma KirroreHay IioBejajia repLioTHMHE BCe,
BCe:

—MeHs1 Ha 3TOT 6e3yMHBIM IIIar IMOHYIUIA
JI00O0BB... BBl 3HaeTe, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, K KOMY.
[IpoctuTe MeHd 3a 3To! Eciu 6Bl 4 3HajIa, 4TO
3TOT YeJIOBEK CII0C06eH TaK >KeCTOKO MCTHUTh
JKeHII[UHE 3a ee JII000Bb, I JaBHO IIPOKJIAIA ObI
ero TakK ’ke, KakK IIPOKJINHAI0 TeIllepk.

Awnna MoaHHOBHA B3[porHyJa. IlepBrii pas B
’KU3HU OHa 3ajajsia cebe BOIIPOC, KaK JIIOOUT ee
BUpOH: Kak >KeHIUHY WU Ke TOJbKO KaK rep-
IIOTMHI0, KOTOPOM II0 IIpefCKasaHUK ero Kyzec-
HUKa [IPe/ICTOUT bJiecTsInas OyAyIHOCTb?



«A 4TO0, ecsiv OH B TO BpeMs, KOrja s OTLarCh
eMy, MeuTaeT 0 KaKOH-HUOYAb APYIoM KpacaBH-
1e?» — 060’KIJIa ee MBICJIb.

ITpuHecIn ropsgyee KpacHoe BHHO. AHHA
HMoaHHOBHaA COOCTBEHHOPYYHO HAIIOJHHJIA CTa-
KaH #U Iofilana ero KiroreHay, 03HOO6 KOTOPOH
IIPOXO/IHIIL.

- BelmreitTe 3TO, 6apoHecca, — CKasajla OHa, —
BaM HaJI0 COTPeThCs. A ceryac s1 Bac yJI0XKy.

— BaIre BBICOUECTBO! — BBIPBAJICSI BOILIb, II0JI-
HBIHM 6J1aTOAPHOCTH, Y HeCUaCTHOM 6apOHeCCHI.

—A 06 saToM GoJibllle HU c1oBa. [loxepuM Bce
aTo. Hac paccygur bor.



v

«Lle3apb» npu cmepTtu. NMoanoxHoe
3aBellaHue

Be/:[an?I 1oiype6eHoOK, umiiepatop Iletp, B 6ec-
IIaMATCTBe METaJICAd Ha CBOEM IIBIIITHOM KpO-
BaTH.

— ynrHo MHe!.. 3TO — TBI, IIpeKpacHasi IrpeyaH-
Ka?... AX, 6epute MmeaBens! OH MeHsd cbecT! OH,
6010Ch, 6010CH!.. — KpUYasl OH JUKUM TOJIOCOM,
BCKaKUBas U cOpachlBasgi C TOJIOBBI «JIeIIHOMU
KOJITIaK».

CrayibHg TOHyJIa B ITosiyMmMpake. TyT KpoMme
YU4eHOT0 HeMIa-I0KToOpa HaXOJUIHCh: KHA3b
Asekceli, IUIEMSIHHUK «IITeHIla [leTpoBa» — SIKo-
Ba /Jloaropykoro, ero OecCnyTHBIM CbIH IBaH,
SIBUBIIIUMCS IIOUCTHUHE 3JIBIM I'eHUeM [JIs1 MaJlb-
YHKa-uUMIlepaTopa U KOCBEHHO CTyOUBIIWI ero,
U «Becesasg» ExkaTepuHa /lo/ropykas, 00bsIBIIEH-
Has HeBeCTOM YMHUpAaBIIIero uMIepaTopa.

[Toka OHU — BCeMOTYIIMe JIUIa IIPU 0C06e UM-
IepaTopa — 6BLIH ellle B IIOJIHOU cuie. MMIiepa-
TOp ellle He yMep, a TOJBKO TsDKKO 3aHEeMOr, U
KTO 3HaJI, KaK IIoBepHeTcd 6o0sie3Hb? IlosToMy



JloJIropyKue IapH/Id ITOJIHOIIPABHO M BJIACTHO,
HHKOTO0 He JI0IyCKasi B CIIaJIbHIO KMIIepaTopa.

JrarHos 60J1e3HU aBI'yCTEHIero OTPOKa ellle
He OBLJI II0CTaBJIEH JOKTOPOM.

- Hy, uTo ¢ HUM? — Ipy60 [asl OKPHUK Ha [JOK-
TOpa Jl0/JIrOpyKUi-0Tell.

—-3TO BBl ceHyac y3HaeTe, Ballle CHUATEJIb-
CTBO, — CyX0 OTBeTHJI BepHBIM >Kpel| ICKyJIala.

OH BHOBBb IIPUCTYIIUJI K UCCJIeJOBAHUIO O0JIb-
HOTO, a B TO Ke caMoe BpeMs MeK1y /l0JITOPYKH-
MU — OTILIOM, CBIHOM M [04Yepbl0 — B IJIyOHHe
CIIaJIbHU IIOJIYIIEIOTOM IIJI0O OypHOe OOBsICHE-
HHe.

— [[TeHOK!! — TPO3HO TOACTABJSASI OTPOMHBIN
KyJIaK K IIOJIyIIbTHOMY JIMIly CBOEro ChiHa lBa-
Ha, XPUILIO IIpolenTasa Arekcel /J0JrOpyKUuu. —
JTO BCe Gy1arofapsl TBOUM IIPOKJIATHIM KyTerKaM
MaJIbYHIIIKa 3a60JIeL.

Kuasp MBaH OTIIATHYJICH, HO, HAXaJIbHO IJI-
Il IIPSIMO B JIMIIO OTIy, OTBETHIL:

—/la He BBI JIM CaMH, 6aTIOIIKa, IIPUKa3bIBaIN
MHe: «PasBiyiekaii Mosioforo mapsa?» Hy, g ero u
pasBJIeKaJl.

IIpu stoMm HMBaH yXMBUIbHYJICI TagKOH Ha-
XaJIbHOU YJIBIOKOM.



- PasBiieka, ja He IIPOCTY XKUBasd, JyOHMHA ThI
cToepocoBasd!.. — KpUKHYJI KHA3b AJIeKcell U 00-
paTHJICA K [OYePH: — A TBI TOJKe X0OPOIla: B pyKax
CBOMX He yMeJia gep>XaThb ero. O xypak, o gypal!
Ja 3HaeTe JIK BBI, UTO ecad IleTp yMpeT, TO BCe-
My BallleMy 6J1aroIl0JIy4HI0 KOHel] HacTaHeT?

OH 3aToIlasl HoraMu B 6eCCH/ILHOM SIPOCTH, a
3aTeM, HaCHUJIy OBJIaJieB COO0M, OTOIIeN K II0CTe-
JIX BEHIIEHOCIIA-0TPOKa.

HBaH /[0JITOPYKHUH THXO IIPOIIIEIITa CecTpe:

— He roprmoi, cecTpuiia, CKOpo Oyfellb HMIIe-
paTpuiieii!.. 3X, BCe 3TO JIeUeHHUE — IJIYIIOCTH O[fI-
Ha; 1aTh OBl €My OIIOXMEJIUTHCS.

— CKa’kHTe, TOKTOP, UYTO Y €r0o MMIIEPaTOPCKO-
I'0 BeJIMYecTBa? — CIIPOCHII KHA3b AJIEKCEH.

CrapHK-HeMel CypOBO IIOCMOTpeJ uYepes3
CTeKJIa 0YKOB Ha HEero ¥ IIPOH3HeC:

- BaMm ’kej1aTeJIbHO 3TO 3HATH, BAllle CHUATEJIb-
CTBO?

-4 pyMmaro! — BOCKJIIMKHYJI TOT B pasgpaske-
HUH. —Yero ThI TAHENIE?

JlOKTOp, TOP/IeJIMBO BEIIPSIMHUBIINCH, BO3pa-
3HL:

-V Hac, B 'epMaHuy, JOKTOpaM He IOBOPAT
«ThI». Telleps s IIOHKUMAalo, II0YeMy Bally Poccuro



Ha3bIBAIOT BapBapCKOM CTPaHOM!

— MosuaTts! — 3arpemesnt JJoJaropykuii. — £ 11o-
KaXy Tebe, KaK CIIOPUTH CO MHOM!..

CTapHUK-IOKTOP IIPe3pPUTETIHLHO YCMEeXHYJICS.

— A 3HAaeIlb JIK ThI, YTO CeHYac, CUI0 MUHYTY,
THI IIePBBIN BBIJIETHUIIL BOH M3 CIIAJIbHU? — 3a/aJI
OH BOIIPOC BCECUJIIBHOMY GaBOPHUTY.

—4Yro?! - mpoxpuriesn /loJrOpyKUH, 6Gpocasch
Ha JJOKTOpa.

-V MoJIo/10r0 MMIIepaTopa YyepHas ocIia, 1 OH
NOJ/DKeH yMepeThb uepe3 HECKOJIBKO [Hel. Yep-
HYI0 OCIIy BBI, BapBaphbl, HasblBaeTe «UYepHOU
CMepThIo». Tak BOT y 6eJHOT0 I1apCTBEHHOIO OT-
pOKa — 3Ta caMas yepHas cMepThb. U g7 aToi 60-
JIe3HU TaK IIPUJINIIYUB, YTO, MOKeT OBIThb, BHI
BCe, 3/1eCh IIPUCYTCTBYIOIUE, y)Ke IIOpakeHbl
UM, U CKOPO BMeCTO Bac I101y4aTcs 6e3obpasHble
TPYIIbI, KOTOPBIE 3aCMOJIAT U B MeJHBIX I'pobax
OIIYCTAT B 3eMJIIO.

Kpuk ykaca BrIpBaJsica U3 I'PyAu ExaTepuHEbI
JloJITOpyKoii:

—YepHas ocra! UepHad ocria!

Ha Hee kakK OBl CTOJIOHIK HAaIlleJ, «OeJyIbIH»
yoKac.

Ho BApyr oHa OIIOMHHIJIACHL K C II€PEKOILIEH-



HBIM OT CTpaxa JIMIIOM IIOPBIBUCTO OpocCHIach
6e’xaThb BOH U3 CIIaJIbHMU.

- Cro#i, KyZa TeI?! — 3aCTyIIMJI el JI0pory ee
opat lBaH /[0JITOPyKUH.

—Jlep>xu ee, BaHsd, OHa IIepeIllojioX HajeJia-
eT! — XpUILIO IPOKpHuYasl JJoJIrOpyKUi-oTeLl.

Ho cuIBHEIM ABMDKeHHEM KHsSDKHa ExaTepu-
Ha BhIpBajach M3 pyK OpaTa U BhIOe)Kasa U3
CTPAIIHOM CHaJbHU B 3aJI, Te B OKHUJAHUHM H3-
BeCTHd 0 Xo/ie 60JIe3HU MMIlepaTopa TOJIIHUIach
Mmacca IpHUABOPHBIX.

C TpeckoM pacCHaxHyJIUCh JBePU OII0YUHBAJIL-
HU 60JIbHOTO rocyzapsd. CTOABIIMU y IBepelt
apall B HCIIyIre OTIIATHYJICSI B CTOPOHY. IlosBIIe-
HUe ExaTepHUHH! /[0JITOPYKOM C MCKaKeHHBIM OT
CTpaxa JIMIIOM IIOpaswjo Bce coOpaHHe IIpH-
IBOPHBIX.

—4to 3ro?... YTO 3TO C HeH?... — IIOCJIBIIIAJICI
HeJI0yMeBaloIi KPUK UCITyTa.

A «HeBecTa» ero BeJIMYeCTBa IIpPoJoJpKasa
MYaThCI Cpefyd PaCCTYHHBIIHNXCA CAHOBHUKOB,
KpH4a, KaK oflep>KHuMasi HeUHUCTOM CHUJIOM:

—UYepHas cMmepth! YepHasa ocmal O, Kakou
y’Kac: yepHas ocria!

Ei1 3aropoiui1 Jopory Sry>KMHCKHIA.



- KusoxHa ExaTeprHa AjleKCeeBHA, UTO BEI I'0-
BOpHUTE? — BOCKJIHUKHYJ OH. — Y KOI0O 4YepHad
ocria?!

Jluta Bcex mobsiegHesd. /[yHOBeHUe CMepPTHU
IIPOHECJIOCH II0 3aJIy Pe3UAeHIIHH HeCYacTHOIO
OTpOKa-MMIIepaTopa.

-V Hero... y uMIiepartopa... berutre! I He Xouy
3apasuThCda 3TOM ramocTbro. Ilycture Mens! Kak
BBI CMeeTe MeHd JepsKaTh! — K, BEIPBaBIINCE H3
PYK [ABYX IIPHABOPHBIX JaM, II0JIaraBIIUX, YTO C
HeBeCTOM UMIlepaTopa Clesaaoch 0T OTOpYeHUsd
IYPHO, KHsDKHa ExaTeprHa CTpesioil BhLIeTesia
U3 60JIBIIIOTO 3aJIa.

BOJIBINMMHCTBO IIPHUABOPHLIX YCTPEMUJIOCEH 34
Hel BCJIeJ: CJI0Ba «4epHas OClla» HaBesJIu U Ha
HUX HeOIIHUCYeMBIN yyKac.

Ho Bce ke MHOIHe OCTaJIUCh, CMATEHHEIE,
pacTepsHHEIe.

Ha miopore mosBuiiach GQUrypa KHsa3s Ajekcest
JlOJITOPYKOTO.

—-Tocmoga, — IMpousHec OH, — C IIPUCKOpPOUEM
IOJDKEeH 3aABUTH BaM, YTO €r0 BeJIMYECTBO IIO-
CTUIJIA TsOKKasl 60JIe3Hb: 110 OIIpefiesIeHUI0 IIPHU-
IBOPHOIO Bpaya, y rocyzapd uMIlepaTopa ocIia.
Ho 6yzmeM ymoBaTh Ha MHJIOCTH BoXKuio, 6yzgemM



Ha/lesAThbCsA, 4TO 60JIe3Hb He IIOXUTUT CBAILlEH-
HOMU 11 PoccyUU )KU3HU.

JKyTkoe, rpo60Boe MoOJIYaHHe ObLIIO OTBETOM
Ha 9TO CO00ITeHHUe BCECUIBHOT0 BEJIbMOXKH.

Anexcer JI0OJITOPYKHI BEpPHYJICA B CIIAJIBHIO
YMUpAIOIIero Iiaps, B3IJIAHYJI Ha ChIHA U UCILY-
rajicsi: B JIUIle TOTO He ObLI0O HU KPOBHUHKH; OHO
OBLJIO UTO OeJiasg Macka.

— Hcnyrascs, BaHsa? — JIaCKOBO IIIEIIHYJI KHA3b
Anexceit IBaHy, OTBOZIS €r0 B CaMBbIi JajlbHUMI
YToJI ClIaJIbHU.

-4 mymar, comieellls. Jgakas cTpacTh! Uep-
Has ocral — IposKalluM rojI0CoM IIPOPOHUII TOT.

— A TBI He OOMCH, Tpyca He IIPa3fgHYH, Jydllle
3apasa IIpOKJIsITas He IpUCTaHeT. /laBai-Ka 00-
CYy[HM, UTO >Ke Tellepb HaMm fesaThb? A?... Eciu
yMmpet IleTp, — a UTO OH yMpeT, TaK B 3TOM CO-
MHEeHUs y>Ke HeT, — MBI IIpoIiaju. Bparos y Hac
He IIepeyecTh. KOoro Ha TPOH Imocaggar?

— He 3Haro, — TpsAxXHyJI rososoi MBaH.

— Koro 651 HU IT0CaAMIN — KPBIIIIKA HaM TOT/Aa,
KanyT. Eciin He CUOUpH, He CChLIKa, He OIlaJja,
Tak B JIyUIlleM CJIy4yae OTCTPAHAT OT JieJl, OT BJIa-
CTH, II0YeTa. A IIOTOMY HaZ0 HaM, He Tepsis Bpe-
MeHHN, M3TOTOBUTH [AyXOBHOe 3aBelllaHUe. Ilo-



HsLT?

—/la Kakoe ’Ke IyXOBHOe 3aBelljaHHe COCTa-
BUTb MOJKHO? — H3YMJIEHHO CIIPOCHJI KHA3b
HBaH. — PasBe 0H MOJKeT IIOAIIMCATh YUTO-JIH0O,
KOI7Ia JIeSKHUT 6e3 CO3HaHUS?

— 93X, BUJTHO, TOJILKO Ha BUHO J1a Ha 6a6 cuieH
THI, @ HaCUeT CMeKaJIKU — IypakK AypaKoM! — YKO-
PH3HEHHO IIPOM3HEeC KHA3L AJIeKCeH. — 3Haellb
JIA ThI, KTO JOJDKHaA OBITH UMIlepaTpulleii? Ha-
ma ExarepunHa! BoT Tebe 3amucka... IToeskau
HeMeJUIs 338 YKa3aHHBIM TYT YeJIOBEKOM U IIPH-
BO3H ero crofa. CaM MOKelllb He BXOAUTEH CHOJA,
IIOTOMY — He POBEeH 4ac — B3allpaBAy 3apasuThCs
MOXKelIllb... SI BcTpeuy ero... CTymaii!

VBaH IIOCIIEITHO IIOKKWHYJI CIIaJIbHI0 MUMIIepa-
TOpA.

JOJITOPYKUI-0Tel] IIoLOoIIesI K LOKTOPY, pac-
CMaTpUBaBIlIeMy 6arpoBO-UepHbIE IIITHA Ha JIU-
I1e F0OHOI'0 CTpafaablia, U CIIPOCHIL:

— MTaK, HUKAaKOM Hale>KIbI?

— Hukako#u.

— Korzma oH MOXXeT CKOHYaThCA?

— OH MOXKeT IIPOTAHYTH ellje ABa-TPU IHs. B,
Ballle CUATEJNLCTBO, — CYX0 CIPOCHJI ILOKTOP, —
OCTaHeTeCh 37IeCh?



—/la, ma... Mos cBsIleHHas 00S3aHHOCTh He
IIOKUJATh II0KOEB OIIaCHO 6O0JILHOIO UMIIepaTo-
pa, — TOpP>KeCTBEHHO IIPOH3HeC BPpeMeHIIHK.

— Xopomo!.. [ ceiiyac foJKeH exaTh, YTOOHI B
MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUU HM3TOTOBUJIU JIEKAPCTBO [JIA
ero BeJIMYecTBa. IJTO JIEKAPCTBO — IIOCIefHee
CPeJCTBO, Ha KOTOpPOe S BO3Jaral KpOIIeUHYI0
Hazexnay. 51 BepHyCh 4aca uepes [Ba, a BBl TeM
BpeMeHeM CJIefiuTe, YTOORI Jiefl He CIIafall C Io-
JIOBBI 60JIBHOTO.

— XopoI1ro, X0po11o, AOpOorou fokrop!— 6osee
4yeM J1006e3HO M JIAaCKOBO IIPOM3HeC JIyKaBbIU
Aexceu JJOJITOPYKHUIA.

JOKTOp yAaJIUIC.

KHA3p /loJITOPYKUH TIOZOIIEN] K BEHIIEHOCHO-
My cTpajanbly. ToT XPHUIUIO AbIMIaJ, II0BOJA
IIIMPOKO PacKpBITEIMU IJIa3aMH, B KOTOPBIX CBe-
THUJIOCH OpeioBoe Ge3yMue, U JleleTalr:

—Ilyctute MeHs, KpamoybHUKU! KTO cMeeT
Zep>KaTh 3a IrpyAb caMmoro Iesapsa?! 5 — 6or! 5 Bac
BCeX BeJII0 KasHUTh! 3a4eM BEI JIbeTe CMOJIy MHe
Ha roJsioBy?... A-ax!..

Jluito Jloaropykoro 6m10 6eccTpacTHo. Hu
OJIMH JIy4 COCTpaZaHUsA K YMUpPABIIIEeMY [1apio He
CBeTHJICA B €ro IJIasax.



— BeJsiiis KasHUTHL? — IIPOM3HeC OH. — OII03-
JaJ, MaJb4yyraH: CMOTPH, BMeCTO KOPOHBI Ha
TBOEM roJI0Be TOPYUT CMeITHOMN KoJIrak... He 3a-
OpIBail, UTO THI He BJIACTEH YOUTHL CMepTh... U
OHa HJeT K Tebe BepHBIMHU IIaraMu... IIpoimaii,
ITetp AnexceeBuu! Eciii THI HaM He ClieJjiajl HU-
4ero Xy/oro, Tak 3TO TOJBKO IIOTOMY, UTO He
ycIies. A IBUChH OBl KTO-HUOYAL IIOCUJIbLHEE Me-
H — U ThI 0e3 ’KaJIOCTH BBIIIBBIPHYJI OBl MeHT U
BCe MOe CeMeMCTBO.

OH ObLI HaeguHe C IlapeM. HUKTO M3 OCTaB-
LIUXCS IIPUABOPHBIX He pelllasicsd BOUTH B CIIaJIb-
HIO.

Torma, BOPOBCKHUM B3IVIAIOM OIJISHYBIIIKCH
II0 CTOpOHaM, Ajiekcel JI0JIrOPyKUM CTasl OBICT-
PO CHUMAaTh IIepCTeHb C PYKH UMIIepaTopa-oTPo-
Ka.

—OctaBbTe! OcTaBbTe! O, UTO BHI JiejiaeTe?
3ayeM BBl pybuTe MHe PYKy? — 3aKpuU4yaJ B Ope-
oy Iletp.

[Taserr, Ha KOTOpPOM OBLI HaJeT IIepPCTEHB,
paciyx Tak, 4TO KHA3K /Jl0JITOPYKOMY CTOHJIO
OTPOMHBIX YCUJIUM CTAIlIUTD KOJIBIIO.

Bapyr B [Bepb CHaJbHU pasfajcd CTYK.
«/lpyr» 11apsg, MOIYIIECTBEHHBIM BpPEMEHII[UK



B3[IpOTHYJI, OTCKOYHJI OT KpoBaTH IleTpa Ajekce-
€BUYa, IIOJOIIeJ K IBEepH U, PACKpPLIB ee, BILY-
CTWJI MaJIeHbLKOTO YeJioOBeKa C JIUIIOM CTapou
06e3bsHBL.

— CKopel, ckopel, JIykuy, 3a pabory!.. — miemn-
HyJ KHA3b. — IIpuHec? Bee?...

—Bce, Balle CUATEJILCTBO, — THXO IIPOTOBO-
PII UeslOBeyeK.

—Hy, Tak BOT, Ay crofa, 3a MHOM, B 3Ty
IBepb! — JIoJITOPYKU IIpoBeJ 06e3bIHO00pasHoe
CYILIeCTBO B MaJIeHBKYK) KOMHATY, IIPHUMBIKAI0-
LIy K CllaJibHe MMIIEpaTopa, U CIIPOCHII: — Ilo-
HAJL, YTO HaZ0?

— Harmmcano scHO!.. — YXMBUIBHYJICS IIOJIYI-
HOM.

—bymara mopxopmdinasa? — OGBICTPO 3a4ayl BO-
poc IoJTOpyKHIA.

— OCMeJIICh [I0JIOKUTBH, UTO HHUYero 6oJiee
Yy[oeCcHOIo [IA TeCTaMeHTa U IIPUAYyMaTh HEBO3-
MO>KHO. U3BOJIbTE IIOIJIAIETh!

— A BOCK 3axXBaTuiI?

— Xe-xe-xe! — OTBpaTUTEJIbHO pPacCMesiyIcs Tai-
HBIA CJIyra PycCKOro IiapeaBopIia. — AX, Ballle
CUATEJILCTBO, HeY)KTO IIpokoduit JIyKUU MOKeT
4TO-IN00 YIIYCTUTh U3 BUZA?



- Hy, Tak BOT, CTaBb CKOpee CIH/a BOCKOBYIO
nmeyars!..

«MacTtep» IpuHsICA 3a paboTy. OH pacTOIINI
BOCK 0 MaCJ/IsIHbIN GOHapPB, II0CJIE Yero CIIPOCHIL:

— A yeM >Ke IIpuIIeyaTaeM?

—Ha, mepsxu, BOT atum! — U JIoOJITOPYKUU IIO-
IaJl THOCTPaHHOMY KJIeBpeTy-MacTepy IIepCTeHb
HeCc4YaCcTHOIO0 MaJIbYMKa-uMIlepaTropa, CKasas: -—
[IpukiapeIBaM, CKopew, ckopei! Kakmas CeKyH-
Ila mopora...

—YynecHo! AX, xopoIro! — 3axse6bIBajica 6es-
3BYYHBIM CMEXOM IIO/ileJIbIBaTeIb.

—Hy a TeKcT-TO IIpaBUJIBLHO COCTaBHIIL? He
IIPOBpeIIbLCA?

— [Momuyiirel..

— ITomHu: «IIoeIMKy 4yBCTBYS Cebs1 XBOPBIM,
HeJy>KHBIM U cIy4dai — 000pOHH, CIIaCh U COXpa-
HY, T'ocriogu, oT ced HamacTH! — IIpeKpaleHUus
IHeM )KUBOTa MOero, TO 51, UMIlepaTop Bces Pycy,
IleTp Bropoy, HasHauaw IIpeeMHUIIEN I[TapCKOro
IIpecTosia POCCUMCKOTO, JII00e3HYI0 HapeueHHYI0
MOI0 HeBeCTy KHKHY ExaTepuHy /JloJropy-
KYIO...»

IITyM, IIOC/BIMIABIIUICA K3 CIIaJbHU IleTpa
AJlexceeBHUYa, IIpepBajl paboTy II0 COCTaBJIEHUIO



IIO/IJIO’KHOI'0 IIAPCKOT0 TeCTaMEHTa.

Aexcel /loJITOPYKUH I106J1efHETT U, LIEITHYB
«Mactepy»: «PaboTtaii!» — OpoCHJICSI B OIIOYH-
BaJILHIO UMIIepaTopa.

ToT cTosi1 B pyballiKe IIoCpefyHe CIIaJbHU U
KpHyaJ:

—Ha kojsieHu, 3jomeu! HMwiIiepaTop-1iesapsb
IIpUKasbIBaeT BaM II0BUHOBAaThCS €ro BoJe!..

A crpalHbele IIe4YaTH 3JIOBeIlled «4epHOM
CMepTH» BCe I00eHee U 106e/iHee pasropaaiuch
Ha JIUIe BeHIIeHOCHOI0 CTpajasblia.

vV
«lenctBynte, OctepmaH»

OCTepMaH «OBLII 60JIEHY.

J9TOT IIOpPasUTeIbHO JIOBKHUH, OJIeCTAIUN
OUIIOMAaT BCerjia YXUTPsICa 3a00JIeTh «BOBpe-
Ms». biarogapss aToMy eMy yAaBasIOCh IIPHU TOH
HeIIPepPLIBHON «HIPe» BCEBO3MOXKHBIX IapTHH,
Kakas BeJacb BOKPYI TpPOHA, — BCerja coxpa-
HATH CTPOXKAUIIIMY HEUTPAIUTET.

Ilyckasg B XOf Ha Jiejie BCe TaWHEBIe IIPY>KHUHBI
CBOEro JUIIOMaTHYeCKOIro TaJlaHTa, OH II0 IIpa-
By OBLI 6e3yllpedyeH B IJ1a3aX TOM HMJIM HHOU



Bpak[eOHOM IOJIUTUYECKOM ITapTHUU. HUKTO U3
BEPXOBOAUTeJIEN ee He MOT IIPSIMO 3aII0/I03PUTH
OcTepMaHa B U3MEHe.

Tak ObLIO U Ha 3TOT pas. I[IpeJuyBCTBYS BO3-
MO’KHOCTh IIepeBOpOTa IIpaBUTeJIbCTBA (coup
d'état), OcrepMaH IIPUTBOPWJICA OOJBHBIM, HO
Zlep>KaJjl HoC 110 BeTpy.

— Hy? - Top>kecTByroie risaad Ha OcTepMaHa,
crupocus BupoH. — Pa3Be g 6pu1 HempaB? OH
yMmupaet, OcTepMaH, yMHpaeT Halll FOHBIN UMIIe-
patop!

OcTepMaH eyaJbHO YIBIOHYJICA U IIPOU3HEC:

—YecTHOe CJIOBO, [OPOTOM MOM, MHe >Kajb
6emHOro Masnbuuka! I Bce, Bce [esaj AJjId TOTO,
4TOOBI BBIPBATh €r0 U3 PYK 3TUX IbSHBIX 3JI0]e-
eB /lOJITOPYKUX; S X0TeJl 00pasoBaTh ero, Cre-
JIaTb €r0 YeJI0BEKOM B €eBPOIIEMICKOM CMEICIIe
CJI0Ba, HO... OUH B II0JIe — He BOUH. OHU 3aXBa-
TWIH ero U nory6unu. O, Poccus, Poccust! Korga
HeBe)KeCTBeHHbIe JIIAY CTaHOBATCA Tebe Ha IIy-
TH, YITPOsKasd MBICJIU KHYTOM U apeCTaHTCKUM Xa-
JIaTOM, IIPUXOJUTCSI YCTYIIaTh, YTeIlasiCh JIaTHH-
ckor 1moroBopkoy: feci, quod potui; faciant
meliora potentes.[24]

VicKkpeHHss, HeIoAe/bHas CKOpPOb 3a3Byua-



Jla B TOJIOCe BOCIIMTaTessI IOHOTO HMMIIepaTopa.
«JeCTHOMY HeMIly» IIPeTHJIM [HKHe OpIHUH,
yCTpavBaeMble BeJIbMOKaMHU-pabaMU I II0Te-
XU CBOETO0 II0BeJIUTeJIs.

—/la, a, 3To y’KacHo! — IIpozooKal OH. — Bel
3HaeTe, BUPOH, KaK BOCIIMTHIBAJIU O0TpPoKa HoaH-
Ha YeTBepToro?

— 3Haw, — 0TBETUJ BUPOH, B rojioce KOTOPOTo
CJIBILIIAJIOCH HEeTepIIeHHe.

— 3TU U3yBepbl-605ipe, CTaBUBIIINE IIPEBBHIIIIE
BCEro yCWJIeHHe COOCTBEHHOM BJIACTH, IIPUAY-
MBIBAJIM pasHble II0TeXd O6eJHOMY MajIbUUKY.
OHH OKPY>KHJIH €Tr0 CTael KPOBOXKaHBIX, TOJIO-
HBIX BOJIKOB U 3aCTaBJISLJIM ero 6pocaThk C balleH
U KOJIOKOJIeH C00aK, KOILIeK U JIPYIUX >KUBOT-
HBIX. OHU IIPUYYMIM ero K BUAY U 3alaxy Kpo-
BU — IIOHUMAaeTe JIU Bbl, BUPOH? — U... IIPUYYUIIH.
C TaKoM >Ke JIETKOCTBIO, C KaKOM OH OpocaJl ¢ KO-
JIOKOJIbHU II[eHKa, OH II03Ke CTaJl cOpackiBaTh
6osap. Ilesb ero «BocmuTaTesei» ObLIa sCHA:
IIyCTh IIapb «3abaBJisieTcs», a OHU... OHU OYAyT
IIpaBUThH IIapcTBOM. O, He TO JIM camMoe CZeJIaIn
9TU POLOBUTHIE XaMbl U C MOUM Oe/THBIM YUeHU-
KoM IleTpoM?... OHHU — 0, BapBapkl! — ITI03HAKOMU-
JIA MaJbuUMKa CO BCEMH IPSASHBIMH yTeXaMHU



’KU3HHM. OH CTaJl IIUTh, OH O3HAKOMUJICA C JIIO-
O0OBHBIMHM HaC/JaKAeHUSIMHU... /la TafeT CThI U
I1030pP Ha UX I'0JIOBHI!

BUpOH, CIIOKOMHO BBICAYIIAB BCIO 3Ty JJIUH-
HyI0 TUpany OcTepMaHa, IIoXKasl IleduaMU U Ha-
CMEIILIMBO CIIPOCHIIL:

— A HaM-TO 10 BCero 3Toro Kaxkoe geso? Ilycts
OHMU T'PBI3YTCI — HaM OyZeT jierde JKUTh B Yy>KOU
CTpaHe.

— «YyK0M», cKasanu Bbl, bUpoH? IloueMy BEI
Tak HasBasnu Poccurw? S cuurar Poccuro Teleps
CBOEM BTOPOY POJMHOM.

— Bam, Bailre mpeBOCXOSUTENLCTBO, CPasy IIo-
Be3JIo... BEI ellje HUKOrJa He IIOJIy4Yaad B JIHIIO
OCKOp6JIeHUM OT 3TUX JUKapeH. JIerko BaM I'OBO-
puTts! Ho MHe...

— bupon! Bl ¢ yma couwiu! Beas BBl — HHTHM-
HBIN JIPYT PYCCKOM IjapeBHEI! Hey’kesd BEI CTa-
HeTe yTBep)KIaTh, YTO BaM He IIOBE3JI0 TOXKe
cpasy? He 3abrpIBaliTe OZHOTO: Bellb U s — 4YeJIo-
BeK 00pa3soBaHHBIN — U TO He Cpasy 3aBOeBaJl Ce-
6e TO IIOJIO)KEHHe, KOTOpoe 3aHUMaw. A BHI?...
MEI TOBOPUM C BaMH C IJ1a3y Ha rjas... KTo BeI?
HmeeTe i1 BBI IIPaBo... IIPETEHI0BATL Ha II0JIO-
JKeHUe ellje 6oJiee GJiecTdliee, YeM TO, KOTOpPOe



BBI 3aHUMaeTe?

bupoHa nepezepHyJIo.

—He 6yzeM 06 3TOM rOBOPUTH, Ballle IIPEBOC-
XOMUTENLCTBO! — IIpou3Hec OH. — Hemaseko TO
BpeMs, KOIZja BbI Oy/leTe BeJu4daTh MeHd He Bu-
POHOM, a «Ballla CBETJIOCThb». MTak, HMIIepaTop
ymupaet. Terrepb BBl BepUTe B 3T0?

OcTepMaH BCTaJI ¥ B BOJIHEHUHU IIPOIIIEJICA II0
KabuHeTy.

A bupoH, He BCTpeuas ero BO3pa’keHUMH, IIPo-
IOJDKaJIL:

- g4 BaM roBOpPIO: [IeMCTBYHTeE, JEUCTBYHITE,
OctepmaH!

I'ny6okasd cKJafKa Ipopesasa Jio6 JUILIIOMa-
Ta.

—Bbl Bepute B AHHY HMoaHHOBHY, BUpoH? -
CIIPOCHLI OH.

— JTO HacyeT 4ero?

—Hacuet ToOro, 4To OHa 6yZeT BepHa Halllel
napTuu? S Xody cKasaTh, UTO, eC/I MBI U36epeM
ee MMIlepaTpulie, He 3a0yJeT JIM OHA HAIIKX
ycuyr?

bupoH pacxoxoTaJcs.

— BbyzeT jiv 0oHa BepHa — CIIpaluBaeTe BBI? Xa-
xa-xa!



XoxoT BrpoHa OBLI HEOKHUIAHHO IIpepBaH
CTYKOM pacllaXHyBIIlelcsd ABepHd. Ha mmopore cTo-
71 JOKTOp-HeMel]. OH ObLJI CUJIBHO B3BOJIHOBAH.

—4... 1 K BaM... HaZi0 11eperoBOPUTE! — IIPOU3-
HeC OH 3aIIbIXaBIIUMCS I'OJIOCOM U BBIHYJI CTEK-
JIIHHYI0 0aHKY C TPYOKOM.

OcTepMaH BCKOYMJI U IIOIIeJI HaBCTPeuy IIpH-
OBIBIIIEMY.

— Moit goporoit Ockap, — HauaJl O6bLIO OH, HO
BIPYI Cpasy OTIIATHYJICA: PaclblIeHHas CTPyd
KaKoOM-TO eJKOM, OTBPaTUTeJbHO IIaXHYIIEeR
KUIKOCTU yhapuia IIpsIMO B JIUI0 eMy. — UTo
BEI JleJlaeTe? — 3aKpHUYaJl BeJIMKUU JUILIOMAT.

—Tak HYXHO... JTO - JIeTKOe IIPOTUBOJEM-
CTBUE IIPOTHUB TOU 3apasHOU 60JIe3HU, OT KOTO-
poii mocsesaBTpa LOJ/DKEH CKOHYATHCSI PYCCKHM
umIieparop!

3amnax /1esuHQEeKIIMOHHOIO Cpe/icTBa PacIIpo-
CTpaHuJICcA 110 KabuHeTy OcTepMaHa.

—A oH? OH yMupaeT? — OBICTPO CIIPOCHJI bu-
PoOH.

JIOKTOp BBIpasUTEJILHO II0CMOTpes Ha OcTep-
MaHa ¥ BMeCTO OTBeTa CIIPOCHIL:

— Mory g TOBOPUTH?

- /la, 1a, TOBOpUTe BCe, JIr06e3HBIN Ockap Kap-



JIOBHY! ITO — CBOM, HAIll YeJ0BEK. ITO — T'OCIIO-
IOVH BUPOH, KOTOPBIH, OBITE MOXKET, 0OUeHb CKOPO
OyZieT II0JIHOBJIACTHBIM X035IMHOM PoccHu.

HeMmell-foKTOp OTBeCcWJ BHUpPOHY IIOKJIOH U
CKasaJr:

- BuHOBAT, g1 He 3HaJL... B TakoM ciIy4ae s Mo-
Iy CKasaTh TO, UTO BHUJEJ H CJIBIIIAJ, a TaK KakK
BBI — HEMeIl, TO s1 Oyly TOBOPHUTH Ha HaIlleM SI3bI-
Ke.

M oH HayaJ paccKkasbIBaTh BCe, YTO BHEJI U
CJIBIIIAJ B CIIaJIbHEe YMHpPAIOIEro MMIIepaTopa.
Okasasoch, YTO TOJILKO OZHO YXO IIOYTEHHOIO
IOKTOpa OBLIO IIPUKOBAHO K Tesy IleTpa AJekce-
€BHYa, [Pyroe — BOCIIPUHKMAJIO CJI0Ba BCeX CIleH
ceMeMKH /I0JITOPYKHX.

-1 cablman Bce, Bce! Jla!l S 3a0BLT yIIOMS-
HYTb, YTO g BH/JeJI, KaK BOILIEJI CTapbIi YeJI0BeK,
IIOXOKHUH Ha 00e3bsiHy, KOTOPOMY 3TOT KHA3b
CKasanx: «Bce /i THI IIpUHeC, YTOOBI CHesIaThb
¢asbIINBOE 3aBelllaHue?»

OcTtepMaH 1 bUPOH MepPerIaHYIUCE.

-Kyzma Bomes 3TOT UYeJ0BEK? — CIIPOCHII
OcTepMaH.

— B KOMHAaTYy psi/ioM CO CIIaJIbHeH rocyzaps.

— JloJIT0 OHU TaM IIPOOBLIN?



- O HeT! MUHYT IIATE... — /IOKTOP I'POMKO pac-
X0XOoTaJyICA. — BBl fymaeTe, OTKy/Ja S 3TO 3HAIO?
CriymraviTe! S ckasas /[oJITOPYKOMY, UTO MHe Ha-
0 exaTh IIPUTOTOBJIATE JIEKAPCTBO I UMIIEpa-
TOpAa, a caM, BBIUIA U3 OTHOM ABEPHU OIIOYUBAJIb-
HU rocyzaps, BOIlleJl B Hee 06paTHO 4epes JIpy-
I'y10, CEKPeTHYI0, U CIIpATaJICS 38 KPOBaTh 6eHO-
ro Majapyuka. 1 4 Bupjes1, Kak 3TOT BapBap CHU-
MaJI IIepCTeHb C PYKU UMIIEpaTopa, KaK OH IPOM-
Ko roBopui: «IIpormray, Iletp AsekceeBuu!» To-
I7la s TOPOILIMBO I106e’kayl K BaM, UTOOBI IIpey-
pefuTh Bac. O, OHU 3aMBIIUIAIOT YTO-TO HeL006-
poel..

C ToCKO!l M TpeBOro¥ TIJgfgesl BUpoH Ha
OcTtepMaHa, fymasi B TO JKe BpeMs:

«Hy? Eciu TBI, BeJIMKUU UCKYCHUK B MHTPU-
rax, He HaMJIeIILCs, KaK Ha/0 Telleph II0CTYIIaTh,
TO YTO JKe g MOTY II0[leJIaTh?»

OcTepMaH, KasajoCh, IIpOYesl 3TO B IVIa3ax
bupoHa.

—Taxk, Tak! - 1ipousHec oH. — Urpa 3agymMaHa
MacCTepCKH, HO...

— Ho BBI HaJleeTech IIOMeNIaTh UM? — IlepebuI
bupoH.

- Jla, nymarto... A Bam, Ockap KapsoBud, 60J1b-



moe cracubo 3a coobiieHue. OHO BOBpeMS U
KCTaTH. ITY YCIYTy He JOJ/DKeH 3a0bITh TOCIIOAHNH
BHpOH, eciu CIIyYUTCA TO, YTO MBI IIpeJIIoJiara-
eM.

-0 pa!- BOoCKIMKHYJ BUpoH. — Brl Gyzere
IIIeIP0 Harpa>kAeHbl HUMIIepaTPHUIIEH.

— UmnepaTtpurieii? Kakoi? Pa3Be y Hac 6ygeT
uMIepaTpuiia’?

—Hy, 06 aToMm ellle Heuyero roBOpUThH. IIoes-
JKamTe JIy4llle II0CKopee K UMItepaTopy. KcraTy,
OH HeIIPeMEHHO [0/DKeH yMepeTh II0CJIe3aB-
Tpa? — CIIpPoCUI foKTopa OcTepMaH.

— 5 yBepeH B 9TOM.

— A osibIIIe OH MOKET IIPOTAHYTH?

— JT0 6yZeT 3aBUCETh OT PabOTHI eTo cepAlia.

— A Tojiep>KaTh Heslb3s1 KaKUMHU-HUOYb BO3-
OyAUTeIbHBIMU CpeCTBAMU?

HeMmer-0KTOp, 107KaB IIJIeYaMH, OTBETHIL:

— MO’KHO, HO HaJ{e>KAbI MasIo Ha OTCPOYKY.

— A BBI BCe-TaKU IIOIBITaWTeCh, MUJIBIH OCKap
KapsoBuu! [Iy11 MeHs Ba)KeH KasKAbIN JIMIITHUKI
Jac JKH3HU HMIIEpPaTopa, — BBIPASUTEJIBLHO IIO-
IJIsA7eJI Ha loKTopa OcTepMaH.

Korma pmokTop yaaawuicad, BUPOH CIIPOCHII
OctepMaHa:



— 51 He MOTy IOHATE, KaKoe ’Ke IIO/JI0’KHOEe 3a-
BelljJaHMe cobupaeTca cpabpukoBaTh /J0Jropy-
KUIi? B Ubl0 I10JIb3Y?

OcTepMaH yCMeXHYJICS:

—3TO 0Ka3bIBaeT, MOM MMJIBIMA APYT, UTO U3
BaC HUKOIZA He BbIpaboTaeTcs JaJbHO30PKHUM
TOCyJapCTBeHHBIN YesioBeK. Heyrkes BB He J[0-
rajgblBaeTech, 0 KOM OyZeT UATHU pedb B II0JJI0K-
HOM TecTaMeHTe uMIleparopa?

bupoHa oceHuIIO.

—Kak? - BoCcKJIIMKHYJI 0H. — Heyxxeau y [oJI-
TOPYKOro gBWJIACh Oe3yMHas MBIC/Ib, YTO POC-
CUMCKHH IIPECTO0JI MOXKeT IIEPEeUTH K ero Jo4Yepu
ExaTeprHe, HapeyeHHOM — II0 IIbIHOMY [esIy —
HeBecTe yMuparoIero Ilerpa?

— A rioyeMy OBl y HETO U He MOTIJIa 3apOSUTHCI
rnogo6Hass 6e3yMHass MBICIB? — HEBO3MYTHMO
npoposkaa OcrepMaH. — CKakurTe, BUpPOH, II0-
JIO’KUB PYKY Ha cepflie: 10 KAKOMY IIpaBy AHHA
HoaHHOBHA MOXKeT HafleaThCSI Ha KOPOHY?

—IlosBosibTe, OCcTepMaH, HO BeAb OHA — PYC-
CKad [japeBHa, IvIeMaHHUIIA [leTpa Besukoro.

—Hy u uto xe? A pasBe y IleTpa HeT IBYX [0-
yepel, AHHBI U Er3aBeTsl? 3aMeThbTe, OHHU — JI0-
yepH I1apd, a He IVIEMAHHUIILI, Kak AHHa HoaH-



HOBHaA. C CerogHAIIHero Beyepa, KOorjga CTajao us-
BECTHO O CMepTeJbHOM 00JIE3HU UMIIEpaTopa,
yKe HadaJjlachb IIO[IIOJbHAas pabora Bcex IIap-
TUI. B Ty MUHYTY, KOTZja MBI C BAMHU TOBOPHUM, 5
MOTY IIOKJISICTBCS, UTO U Y ['OJIUIIBIHEIX, U Y J[0JT-
TOPYKHUX, U y... HAC UAYT TaUHbBIE COBellaHusd! —
OcTepMaH paccMesicsd, a 3aTeM IIPOAOJDKAT: —
ToJsibKoO 4, IpaBo, He 3Hal0, CTOUT JIK MHe IIPUHU-
MaTh yd4yacTHe B XJIOIIOTaX 3a AHHY M0aHHOB-
HY?...
—Kaxk? Brl, OcTepMaH, XOTUTe USMEHUTH Ha-
eyl mapTUU? — B CTPAIIHOM MCIIyIe BOCKJIUK-
HYJI BUPOH.

— I[MogosxmuTe, MOJOKAUTE, MOU MUJIBIIA Ip-
HeCT! - HaCMelUIUBO IIpousHec OcTepMaH. — S
X04y TOJILKO CKa3aTh, YTO B CIy4yae Halllell mmobe-
LBl BBI BECh YCIIeX IIpUItnIeTe [>KMOJI0TTH.

BUpOH TOJIBEKO pyKaMH 3aMaxall.



Vi

Houb BO ABOpLE B MOMEHT CMEpPTH
uMnepartopa

poilesl [eHb IIOC/JAe CTPAIIHOr0 IIPHUroBOpa

IOKTOpa-HeMIla HaJ yd4acThbI0 HeCcuyaCTHOIO
BeHIIeHOCHOI0 CTpajasiblia.

MockBa orJarajack 3BOHOM I[ePKOBHBIX KO-
JIOKOJIOB: 3TO BO BCEX COPOKAa COPOKOB CIYKUJIU
MOJIeOHBI 0 HUCIIOCJIAaHUU HCIIeJIeHUS CTPakKay-
meMy rocyzapro — uMieparopy Iletpy Asexcee-
Bu4y Bropomy. Ho c1yX 0 TOM, UTO HaJE KAbI Ha
BBI3[IOPOBJIEHME I1apsd HeT HUKAaKOM, IIPOHUK B
HapoL YW BO BCe CJIOM HacCeJleHUA IIepBOIIpe-
CTOJILHOM CTOJIUIIBI.

— KoHuaeTcs HaIll MOJIOZIOHN I1apb! — OTKPHITO
111eJI pasroBop.

U IleTp AjleKceeBUY [IeMCTBUTEJIHLHO KOHYAJI-
Col.

B TeueHHe JHA OH HECKOJIBKO pas He HafJ0JIro
IIPUXOUJI B CO3HAHUeE.

—YTO0 3TO... UTO CO MHOM? — eJie CJBIIITHO I'0BO-
PII OH.

— BBl TSOKKO 60JIBHBIL, TOCYAApPb, — CKIOHSJICSA



K ero JIUIly 6eccTpacTHBIN AjleKcell [[0JITOPYKUH.

- - He yMpY? — C TPY/IOM IIIE€BEJIHJ SI3BIKOM
HMIIEPaTop.

— bor facT, orpaBuTeCh, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO...

—T'me Katga? IlycTh OHa IIpHAET KO MHe... OT-
Yyero oHa 6pocusia MeHdA?

- Hepy>xurca U eit, rocyfapb, — OTBETHII Jl0JI-
TOPYKUIA.

Ho Bcien 3a aTUMH KOPOTKHMHU CEeKYHIaMHU
npocBeTaeHHsa IleTp AJleKceeBHY OIIAThH BIIaaJl
B IIpefiCMepTHOe 3a0bIThe.

bemuara-nokrop Ockap KapsoBuu esie nep-
JKaJIcsg Ha HOrax OT YyTOMJIEHHs, TaK KakK OH He
CIIajl y>kKe TpeTbl0 HOYb. HecKOJILKO pas, g
YCHUJIEHH [esTeJIbHOCTH Cep/Iia, OH BBOIMII II0],
KO)Ky HMIIepaTopa BO30Y’KAAIOILIYI0 >KUIKOCTh
KaM}OpHL.

B omoumBasibHe IleTpa AJjieKceeBH4Ya CTOSLI
OTBpaTUTEJIbHBIN 3amax. [HOMHbBIe YepPHOOCIIeH-
Hble HAPBIBEI JIOIIHYJIH, H 3/I0BOHHAA KHUIKOCTH
CTpyHJIa CTPAIIIHYIO 3apasy.

— X0Tb IOAYIIHUIN OBl BBl YeM-HUOYAb, JOKTO-
puyc! — He BhIiepKaB, obpaTmiica Asekcei /10J1-
TOPYKHH K JOKTOPY.

—HazmeHbTe Ha JIMIIO BOT 3Ty MAacKy. JTO



IIpefoXpaHUT Bac OT 3apaskl, — CYMpPa4yHO IIPO-
HM3HeC HeMeIl H mojas /IoJIrOpyKoMy MacKy H3
MapJIy, HaCBIIIIeHHYI0 KapOOJIKOM.

— He HazmeHy! — THEBHO BOCKJ/IUKHYJI BeJILMO-
’Ka. — Heroske pyCcCKOMY KHS3I0 II[eroJiIiTb B
MalllKepaJaHOH JIMYHHe!

- Kak BaM yrogHo!.. — mmo>kaJ1 mredyamu Ockap
KapsoBuu. — Kak Bpady, g 06513aH OBLI IIpeyIIpe-
IUTH Bac 00 0IIaCHOCTH 3apasbl.

BosHeHune JI0JITOPYKOro OBLIO IIOHATHO: OH
3HaJI, 4YTO TaM, 3a [ABepsIMHU CIIaJIbHU, B KOMHa-
Tax [BOpIla, CUIAT U BeAyT IOTalHyl0 Oeceny
BCe BJIACTb UMYIIHe «BEPXOBHUKU», pa3OUBIIIHe-
Cs Ha pasJIMYHEIe IIaPTHH.

* % %

B ofHOI U3 OTJa/IeHHEMIIINX TOCTUHBIX HAXO-
IUJIOCH HEeCKOJIBKO JIMIY. Bo I1aBe MX ObLI KHA3b
AMUTpUi ['0JIAIIBIH.

-4, rocrrosa, HAPOUYHO IIPHUIJIACHJI BacC CHOJA,
4TO6BI MBI MOIJIH, II0KA He II03[{HO, IIOPEIIMUTh,
4TO CJIefyeT HaM JiesIaTh, KOIAa 3TO CAYYUTCH, —
HayaJ OH. — He TosIbKO gHUM, HO U 4ackl IleTpa
AJjlekceeBHMYa COYTeHBL. EMy ocTaeTcd >KHUTH
O4YeHBb HeJ0JIr0. MBI — 4iIeHbl BepX0BHOI0 TaiHO-
IO COBeTa; Ha Halllel 00513aHHOCTH JIE)KUT IIOIIe-



yeHHe 0 cyabbe Poccun. K corkajieHUIo, He Bce
HAIIIH Jlep>KaTcsd OGUHAKOBBIX B3IJII0OB. Tak BOT,
HaM He0OXO0MO CTOBOPUTHCS.

—IIpocum Bac BeICKA3aThbCd!.. — ITOC/BIIIAICS
roJioc BToporo I'osiuneIHa.

OcTaJyibHbIEe XpPaHWIN MOJTYaHUe.

— He uMed ellle 1oKasaTeJILCTB B PyKax, 1 He
OynLy IIOSCHATH BaM, II04eMy KHA3L AJleKcel
JIOJITOPYKHUM YIIOPHO HE JKeJlaeT, UYTOOBI B CIIaJIb-
He YMUPAaKILEro Iaps IIPUCYTCTBOBaJ KTO-TU60
U3 Hac, — npopgospKan Amutpuil l'oauneiH. — Ho
s IOrafbIBaloCh, B UeM TYT FeJyo. CKOpo U BEI 3TO
y3HaeTe, IOMSIHUTe Moe ¢10B0! Ho 4 1oJsiarasu 6s1
TaK: HaM HaJio cebe I1ojierdyaThb, BOJIU cebe IIpHU-
0aBUTB.

— A Kak e HaM y[acTcd 3T0? — IIOC/BIIIIaACT
Yel-TO HaCMEeIIUIUBBIN T'0JI0C.

— O4eHb IIPOCTO: MBI JOJDKHBI OTPAHUYUTE Ca-
Mojep>kaBue. PasBe He BeJloMO BaM, CKOJIb MHO-
ro Poccusa mpetrepresia 0T caMofep>KaBUs[25] u
OT MHOCTPAHIIEB? — CIIPOCHT ['OJTHITBIH.

—Bemomo. Ho kak HamM 0060OMTHCHL 6e3 camo-
IepXiieB U 6e3 MHOCTpPaHIIEB? — 3a/iaJl BOIIPOC
IPYTroH roJioc.

— U 3TO HEeTPYyAHO YCTPOUTH. MBI JO/DKHEI BHI-



OpaTh Ha IIPeCTOJI JIUI0, KOTOPOe 0TKAa3aJJIoCh OBl
OT IIOJIHOTO CaMOep>KaBHsd, KOTOPOe IIPefoCTa-
BUJIO OBl HaM, 4jeHaM BepXOBHOTO TaWHOIO CO-
BeTa, HECTU TATOTYy IOCyJapCTBEHHBIX 3a00T.

— W KT0 ’Ke COIJIacHUTCA Ha 3T0?

Tl'osmUIBbIH THXO0 IIPOMOJIBHIL:

—ITapeBHa AHHa MoaHHOBHA, repIioruHsg Kyp-
JITHJICKAsL.

I'po6oBoe MosTYaHUe OBIJI0 OTBETOM.

—Ho Begp oHa He MMeeT IIpaBa Ha IIpecToJI! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI OJUH U3 «BEPXOBHUKOBY.

—Ilouemy? — OypHO BBHIPBaJIOCH y /IMUTpUS
lomunpiHa. — M 1IoToM pasBe MBI He MOYKEM
YCTaHOBUTEL IIpaBo? BOIIpOC O IIpecToJIoHAaCIIe-
IUU CIUIIKOM 3allyTaH, YTOObI I1epeMOHUTHCA C
HuM. /laeTe JI BBl MHE CJIOBO, YTO B 3aCelaHUU
CoBeta BEI IO/ iep>KHUBaeTe MeHsd?

—Jla! a! la! — mmocJIslaaucek rojoca.

* % %

A B 3TO BpeMs BO [BOpeL] IPUOBLIO JyXOBEH-
CTBO J1s1 cobopoBaHud IleTpa. HacTtyIaso yTpo...

Bapyr nBepb OIIOYMBAJIBHU PAaCKpPELIACh, U Ha
II0pore BBHIPOCIAU ABe QUIYPHI: MUTPOIIOJIUTA C
KpecToM B pyKax U Ajiekcesi J[0JITOPyKOro.

— C ry1y60KO¥ cep/ileyHOM TOCKOM UMel0 4eCThb



COOOIITUTHL BBICOKOMY COOpaHUI0 BEJIBMOX U
UHBIX BEPHOIIOAJAHHBIX, YTO €ro HMIIepaTop-
CKOe BeJIMYeCTBO, rocyzapb umMiiepatop Ilerp
AekceeBUY BTOpOH, IPUOGINUBIIUCL CBATBHIX
TaiiH u nmosy4yuB 06psy co6opoBaHUsd, B bose I10-
YUJI, — JPOTHYBIIIKMM I'0JIOCOM I'POMKO IIPOM3HEC
KHs3b AsieKceld /[0JITOpyKUU.

— A-a-ax!.. — OTBeTWI 3aJI II0JIaBJIEHHLIM IIIe-
IIOTOM CTpaxa.

Torjga BEICTYIIMJI MUTPOIIOJIHUT:

— Mowu Bo3ssr06JsieHHBIe BO XpucTe 4daza! Boc-
IUTaybTe U IIpeflaiiTech BeJIUKOM ckopb6u! Ce 60
Iapp Lapei 1mpusBaa B JI0HO CBoe IIpaBeIHYIO
oyury CBoero nmoMasaHHHKa. He cTaso BO3JIHO6-
JIGHHOTI'O rocynaps umieparopa Ilerpa AJjekce-
eBuya. [lomosmMcgd 06 YCIIOKOEHUU IYIIU U O
BEYHOM €ro II0Koe!..

W BCckope 3aJiel ABOPIlA OIVIACHJINCEH 3aYHBIB-
HBIM ITaHUXUJTHBIM IIeHHEM.

[IoXOpPOHHBIN 3BOH BCeX IepKBeM pasdyaui
MocCKBy.

—IMapr yMmep!- 3aBosiHOBasiack IlepBoIIpe-
CTOJIbHASL.

M TOJIBKO OTHOTO He 3Hasia MOCKBa, a C HEeI0 U
Bcg Poccud: KTO IBUTCA IIPEeMHUKOM CKOHYAB-



merocs ITetpa IL

Vil

SAAryxuHckum y OctepmaHa. [lBa roHua
K AHHe NoaHHOBHe

HPOH IPOJ0J/DKAJI HAXOTZUTHCI CEKPEeTHEIM I0-

cteM y OcrepMmaHa. OHH, IIpo6Gece0BaB BCIO
HOYb, TOJILKO YTO COOMpPaINCh Pa3ONUTHUCH CIIATh,
KakK BJPYT CHJILHEHIIINH CTYK B JBePhb 3aCTaBHUII
HUX B3[IPOTHYTb K HACTOPOKUTHCS.

— KT0 3T0? — McIIyraHHo CIIpocuy bUpoH.

OcTepMaH cTaJI IPUCIYIIHBATHC.

— CrpsgubTech, BUpOH, 3a 3TOM IIOPTHepO. S
JoraZbIBarOCh, KTO II0KaJI0BaJl KO MHe, — COBEep-
IIIEHHO CIIOKOMHO IIPOM3HEC BEJUKHUU [JUILIO-
Mar.

—KTo ’Xe 3T0? — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO CIIPOCHJI bH-
poOH.

Tosioca yske CBIIAJINCE K3 IlepemHe: «Ilo-
MuIyHTe-c!.. ToBOpr0 BaM: 60JIEH er0 IIPeBOCXO-
OUTeJIbCTBO... Hesb3gd K HHM!.» — HCIIyTaHHO
CKasaJ JIMYHBIN KaMmeppuHep OcTepMaHa, He
nmyckas roctd. — «bprich, HeMeIlkad Xaps! Pas 4
TOBOpIO Tebe, UTO A JO/DKEeH BHUETh TBOETO IOC-



IIOAWHA, TO KaK TBI CMeEeIllb IIPeKOCJIOBUTH
MHe?!»,

— 310 — SITY’)KUHCKHUH, — TUXO, C YJIBIOKOU 6pO-
cunl OcTepMaH BUPOHY, KOTOPBIXA y>Ke CKPBLICI
3a [IOPTHepPOoH IBEPH.

— OH?! SAry>KUHCKUN?! ITOT 3asJIbII «BEPXOB-
HUK» — «CTapopycc»? — IIpoJIelleTag] «KOHIX». —
JlJ1 4ero >Ke 3To OH?

—Brl ycieiuTe, bupoH! - oTBeTH OCTEp-
MaH, I10CJIe Yero paclaxHyJl JBepb CBOEro Kabu-
HeTa U IIpousHec: — IloKasyiTe, ZOPOTrOM Sry-
JKUHCKHH, 51 BaC OKUIAI...

SITY?>KWUHCKHWH IIOPEIBUCTO BOIIIEJ U PABKHYIL:

— BoyIbHEI?

- boJsreH.

—Ho, yepT BO3bMH, BBl CMOTPUTE BeJIUKOJIEII-
HO! A Ball Jaked — KaHa/Ibsl: OH YyTh MEHs B
IIIe}0 He BBIIIPOBOAUJI. 3HaeTe, UTO CIYyYHJIOCH,
OctepMman? MMnepaTop CKOHYasICA!

OcTepMaH IoKayaJl T0JIOBOM, CIIOKOMHO IIPO-
HU3HeC:

— Begurplii MasnbuukK! S IIpeguyBCTBOBAJ, UTO
OH IJIOXO KOHYHT...

— 51 mpsAMoO U3 aBOpIa K BaM... MHe He06X0u-
MO 1mobecefoBaTh C BAMH TaHHO.



-4 x BammuMm yciayraM... ToJIEKO He3TOPOBHUT-
Cs1 MHE CHUJIBHO.

SITy>KUHCKUN HeTepIIeJIMBO IlepefepHyJI ILe-
JaMu:

— Bl U3BMHUTE MeHs, Ballle IIPeBOCXOLUTEJIb-
CTBO, HO B Ballly 60JIe3Hb 1 MaJo Bepr. Poccus
3HaeT UTO TakKoe, KOIZla «BeJUKWM OcTepMaH»
’KasryeTcs Ha HacCMOpK. Ho, ITOBTOpsI0, Tellephb He
Io Hero. Temmeps Hazo criacaTk Poccuro.

Ty mociefH00 ¢pasy ATry>KUHCKHUN IIPOHS-
HeC TaKOM CTpaIllHOM OKTaBoOM, uTo OcTepMaH
B3[POTHYJI U MOMEHTaJIbHO BBITAIlMJI Tabakep-
Ky.

—He yrogHo Jsn? - GecCTpacTHO IIPOM3HEC,
IIPOTATUBAs ee CBOeMY I'OCTIO.

SITy>KUHCKUU [Taske I106arpoBeJI.

— BBl U3BHHUTE MEHs, HO BBl — JUKOBHUHHBIN
4JeJIoBeK, TrocroguH OcTepMaH! - BOCKJIHMKHYJI
OH.

— JTO0 ueM Xxe?

-4 coobItar0o BaM 0 KOHUMHe UMIlepaTopa, a
BBl MeHs HI0XaTeJIbHBIM TabaKoM yroliaere!

—OpgHO Apyromy, Jir06e3HBIM TOCIOAUH ry-
KUHCKHUY, HUCKOJILKO He MeIlaeT, — OTBETHJI
OcrepMmaH. — 11 OTOM — a 3TO IJIaBHOE — Tabak



4y[eCHO JeMCTBYeT Ha IOJIOBY, OCBe’Kasi MO3TH.
[Ipomry Bac, BO3bMHUTe A00pYyI0 ITOHIOLIKY. Hy-C,
a Telepb IPUCTYIIMM. UTO BBl MMeeTe MHe CKa-
3aTh?

— Cefuac HeOOXOJWMO PEILIUTL BOIIPOC: KTO
3actynur Ilerpa BTOporo, — CHJIBHO BOJIHYACE,
Havasl Sry)KMHCKHU. — Bo [IBopIie A CiIy4arHO
IoIaj B Ty TOCTUHYVIO, I/ie IIIJI0 TallHOe COBellla-
HHUe KHA3d [MHUTpHUL I'OJIUIIEIHA C HEKOTOPLIMHU
yjeHaMu CoBeTa.

— A-muxu! — yuxHy OcTepMaH.

—byapTe 3M0pOBHI! - HACMEIIMBO CKasaJl
Ary>KUHCKU.

— Bbiarogapro Bac!

- W g ycislan, — IpogospKal ATryKUHCKUH,-

— YTO OHH IIpOYaT B UMIIepaTpHUIlLl AHHY MoaH-
HOBHY.

—A? [la Hey>KeJIu? — TOHOM UCKpPEeHHEer0 U3yM-
JIeHud crpocus OcTepMaH.

—/Ja, 1a, HO C OJHUM HeIIpeMeHHBIM YCJIOBU-
e€M: OTrPpaHHUYUTHL [0 IIOCJIeJHeM CTeIleHH Iiap-
CKyI0 BJIacTb. OHH, KOHEYHO, HAPOYHO OCTAHO-
BUJIM CBOM BBIOOP HA 3TOM 6e3BOJILHOU 00Kbel
KOpPOBKe, KOTOpasg C pajoCThI0 M3-3a IIpU3pay-
HOM KOPOHBI UMIIEPATPHUIILI COIJIACUTCSA Ha BCe



HUX ycaoBUs. Balte MHeHHe?

— A-muxu! A-muxu! — pBakabl YUXHyJI OcTep-
MaH.

— JKHUH, IIPOCTUTE MeHS, UYepTOBCKUU Ha-
CMOpPK pasobpas Bac, Ballle IIPeBOCXOJUTEJIb-
CTBO! — IT106arpoBeJI OT A0CaAbI ATYKUHCKHUM.

— A BHI ellle He BepuTe, 4TO s 60JIeH! — yIIbI6-
Hyiaca OcTep-MaH, 3ab6uBasg Ha BCIKUU Ciaydau
HOBYI0 IIOHIOIIKY Tabaka B HoC. — UTak, AHHY
HoaHHOBHY XOTAT IIPOCUTE [JaPCTBOBATH?

— Ja! — paBKHYJI ATY>KUHCKUHN. — S TUYHO HU-
Yyero He UMeK IIPOTHUB 3TOI0, HO TOJIBKO IIPU OfI-
HOM YCJIOBHH: ee BJIACTb HU HA OAHY HOTYy He
IOJ/DKHa OBITH orpaHuUYeHa. [lomuiyite! PasBe
HaM He IIOHATHO, IJI1 4yero ['OJIMIIBIH, ApyTHe U
UX IIPUCHBIE OMOTaroTcad 3TOro? Benb TOJIBKO
IJI TOTO, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh TOIJA BCIO BJIACTh B
CBOU PYKH. BUHOBAT, BBl OTBETUTE HUJIH... YUXHE-
Te OIIATH Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC, Ballle IIPEBOCXO/IU-
TeJILCTBO?

1 Ary>KMHCKHWH BITUJICS IIBITJIMBBIM B30pPOM B
JIUII0 BEJIMKOTO JUIIJIOMATA.

OcTepMaH BBIHYJI IIBETHOM IIIeJIKOBBIM ILJIa-
TOK Y, BEICMOPKAaBIIIKCh, IIPOU3HEC:

—CimaBa 60ry, Temepb HaCMOPKY JieTde, JIHO-



0e3HBIN TOCIOAUH ATYKHMHCKHU. [la, 1 0TBeuy
BaM: OHHU He KeJIal0T, YTOOBI IIPO/[0JKAJIOCH TaK,
Kak IIJIO IIpeXKae. A II03TOMY HeOOXOJUMO BBI-
O6paTthb AHHY l10aHHOBHY.

— C orpaHHMYeHHEM? — BCKOUMJI, KaK y>KaJIeH-
HBIYU, ATY>KUHCKUH.

—C caMbBIM CypOBBIM, Ao6aBbTe. IIycTh OHU
CBSDKYT ee II0 pyKaM M II0 HOraM CBOMMHU «KOHb-
IOHKTypaMH» U «KOHIUIIUAMU». IIycTs! U 1 BaMm
COBETYIO He IIPOTUBUTELCA 3TOMY.

—Kak? - Bckouna ¢ Kpecia SATry>KUHCKUU. —
ITO YTO JKe: U3 OTHA II0IIaCTh B IIOJIBIMA?

OcTtepMmaH, I10KaB IIJIeYaMH, BO3PasHIIL:

— Bbl ommbaeTrech. ITO 3HAYUT pa3 HaBCerja
OT[e1aThCSI OT HUX.

- Kak tak?

— OueHb IIpocTO. OrpaHUYeHHOEe CaMOoJeprKa-
BHe — ellle HeIIOHATHAas JJI1 PYCCKUX, [J11 Poccuu
mryka. Korga aTo coBepIIHTCS, KOIZa HMIIEpa-
TPULY IIOYTH HACUJIBHO CBSDKYT OTPAHUUYUTEJIb-
HOM IpaMOTOH, — BOT TOrAa TOJIbKO HACTYIIHUT
BpeMs Balller0 aKTHBHOIO BMeIlaTeJLCTBA B
paccTpoiicTBO IIaHOB /JIMUTpHUA [oUIBIHA U
ero IIPUCHLIX. BBl IOHAIU MeHd?

Sry>XKMHCKHHA OTPHUIlATEIBHO II0Ka4asl TIOJIOo-



BOM.

—OueHb y>K BBl MYZpPEHO, IOCII0fa IHUILIIOMaA-
Thl, 00BICHSETECh! - C [ocaZjol BHIPBAJIOCH ¥
Hero.

—A MeXay TeM HeT HHU4Yero 6ojiee JIETKOIO,
KaK IIOHATE 3Ty IIPEMYAPOCTE. BBl IMYHO HUYETO
He HMeeTe IIPOTUB H30paHUsI HMIlepaTpuUlleit
AnHEI NOaHHOBHEI?

— PoBHO HHUYero.

—Tak BOT BBl U He MelllaiTe, 4YTOObI ee BBI-
OpaJi...

— A pasbire-To 4TO OymeT? — 3aToIlajl HoraMu
IBUIKUAN ATYKUHCKUAHN.

—IloHroxamTe, 3TO yCIIOKaWBaeT HEPBEHI, — C
TOHKOM YCMEIIKOM OIIATH IIPOTAHYJ OcTepMaH
TabakepKy. — BBl cIIpamiuBaeTe, 4TO TOrga Oy-
nmeT? Jla TO camoe, 4ero BbI Jo6HBaeTech: abCo-
JIIOTHOE caMo/jieprKaBHUe, KOTOPOe COCPeSOTOYUT-
cs B pyKax AHHbI M0aHHOBHEI. 5l BHDKY OIISITH 00-
JIAKO M3YMJIEHMs Ha BallleM Julle? Kak >Ke BEI,
Ary>kuHCKHUM, He IOHUMaeTe? Begb MMIlepaTpH-
Iy C OTpaHUYEHHOMN BJIACTBHI0, BEpHee — COBCEM
6e3BJIaCTHYI0, BBIOEPYT... KTO? — OJJHU «BEPXO0B-
HUKHU», B UHCJIe KOHUX COCTOX0 U f. IIpexkpacHo!
Ho, ckakute, pa3Be BcA Poccust COCTOUT TOJIBKO



M3 YIeHOB BepXOBHOI0 TaMHOIO coBeTa? A 0 Ha-
pPoZie, 0 TYXOBEHCTBe, 0 «IILIAXeTCTBe»[26] — ABO-
PSHCTBe — U, TJIaBHOe, 0 BOMCKe BBI 3a0bLIN? 3a-
LaBaJIUCh JIA BBl BOIIPOCOM: KaK OHU B3IJIAHYT
Ha IeMCTBUA «BEPXOBHUKOB»?...

Tertepp ATry’XKMHCKUM Hayasl KOe-4TO IIOHU-
MaTh. OH ces IpoTUB OcTepMaHa U, He CIIycKasd
B30pa C ero JIUIa, IIPOU3HeC:

- Taxk, Tak! Kak 6yATO 1 HauMHAK [IOHUMATh
Bac!

— laBHO ObI 110pa! UTak, UMIlepaTpUIly OTpa-
Huuwid. Torga BBl M [pyrue obpaiiaeTrech KO
BCeM COCJIOBHAM PoCCHH U, IIOBTOPSIIO, IJIABHOE —
K BOUCKY: «bpatmsl, kapaya! CMOTpHUTE, IIpaBo-
C/IaBHBIE, UTO IIOZeJIa/IM C Hallled Ifapullei 3TH
’KaJiHble, KOPBICTOII00UBEIe 60gpe-KHA3bs! OHH,
JaB el KOPOHY, JIMIIIW/IU ee BJIACTH, MCKOHHOIO
caMmojiep>kaBus. Heyrxkesnu BaM J1t060, UTOOHI Ba-
MU [IpaBHJIM OHH, a He IIOMasaHHUIa BoXKud -
rocymaprlHg? Belb OHU TOJIBKO O CBOEM KapMa-
He OyAyT aymaTbh, TOIJa KakK caMofeprKaBHas
HUMIIepaTpHUIla — Hallla MAaTYIIKa, HaCTOAIas IIe-
4JaJIbHUIIA 0 BCeH IIpaBoCcIaBHOM Pycu». U, Korga
BBI CKasKeTe 3TO Bcell Poccuu — Bce «OrpaHUYe-
HUsI» IIaAYyT CAMU COOOM.



SITYyKUHCKHI BCKOYWJI U 3a0pajl TPOMOBBIM
TOJIOCOM:

—Vpa! Teneps 1 MOHUMAI Balll TeHUAIbLHBIN
m1aH, OcrepMmaH! Brl—- caMBIi YMHBIF, CaMBbli
BeJIMKUH YyesloBeK!

U, He O6yayyu B CHiIaxX CepsKaThb CBOM BOC-
TOpPT, SATY>KUHCKUIM cXajl OcTepMaHa B CBOMX
MeIBeKbUX 00BSITHSIX.

—Ox!- 1mpocToHaJA BeJUKHUMN [IUIIOMAT. —
UecTHOEe CJI0BO, MOM IpPYI, Bbl PUCKyeTe IIOTe-
PATH BO MHe MYZIPOr0 COBETHUKA, TaK KaK 3a.y-
mute MeHs! ®y-y! IlycTture. JKasg y Bac Me[Be-
Kb cuall.

—S... 4 celivac mONUII0 IMUCHEMO AHHe HoaH-
HOBHe! — IIPOZ0JIKaJl HEUCTOBCTBOBATH ATy KUH-
ckuii. — Kak BRI lymaeTe: Be[lb HaJ0 IIpeayIIpe-
IUTH ee?

— JTO He MelllaeT, — cCepbe3Ho oTBeTHI OcTep-
MaH.

— OtsinuHo! [103BOJIbTE MHe 37IeCh, Ha BallleM
CTOJIe, HalIUCaTh ITUCHbMO OyAyIlell MOHapXUHe.

— I[ToskamyicTa.

SITy>KUHCKHAU cTasl 6bICTPO, HEPBHO IIHCATh:

«Barre BricouecTBO! MMIIepaTop CKOHYAJICH.
EcTp mosiHag Hamexna, 4TO IIpeeMHUIIEM ero



craHeTe Brl. Ho BcecmibHasg HapTHS ['OJIHIILI-
HBIX JKeJlaeT C TeM BBrIOpaThb Bac, UTOOBI BJIACTh
Baiy mapckyro OrpaHUYHUTh, a cebe ee B PYKH 3a-
opatb. Ho He yHBIBaiiTe, Bairte BricouecTBO, II0-
eJINKy MHOTUX MMeeTe BBl IIpefjaHHBIX cebe! Mbl
IIOBEPHEM J[leJI0 MHaye M BO3BpaTHM BaM Bce,
YTO OT HacC IIOIBITAIOTCI CKpacThb. Ball ITOKOp-
HBIY, HYDKaAUIIINHT CIyTa ATy>KUHCKUN».

—Tak 6yzeT XOpo1Io? — CIIpocuyI 0H OcTepMa-
Ha.

- OryimuHo. Ho ToOpoImMTech CKOpee OTIIpa-
BHUTH IOHIIA K €e BBICOYECTBY, — OTBeTHJI OCTep-
MaH.

—IToueMy Ha/0 TOPOIIUTHCA?

—IloTroMy 4TO HET COMHEHHS B TOM, YTO OHH
rocrenraT orpe3atb MOCKBY OT MUTaBHI, [a0bl
Iep:xaTh AHHY 0aHHOBHY B IIOJTHEHIIIEM HeBe-
JIeHHH TOT'0, YTO 3/1eCh IIPOMCXOIHT.

— BBl IpaBBl, KaK M BCerja, JOPOroi roCIoguH
OcTtepMaH! - B3BOJIHOBAHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI SIIy-
KUHCKUU.

JIMITb TOJIBKO 3aKPBLIACh ABEPh 3a HUM, KakK
H3-3a IIOPThHEPHI BEBIIIEeJT BHPOH U H3yMJIEHHO
CIIPOCHLIL:

— Hey»xesmu MoCKBa, [eMiCTBUTeJILHO, OTpesa-



Ha oT MuTtaBbI?

— BbesyciioBHO! S yoKe IOJIy4YUsI JOHECEHUe 06
aToM. Ilosryuut i AHHa MloaHHOBHA ITBLIIKOE II0-
CJIaHUe 3TOr0 IJIAMEHHOI0 MOHapXUcTa, — U IJjId
Hee, U JUI HaC 3TO HeBa)KHO. HO Ba’KHO U He006-
XOIUMO, YTOOBI OT HAc-TO OHa IIOJIy4YWsIa HH-
CTPyKLUMH. IIoaToMy Beief, 3a TOHIIOM STyKUH-
CKOI'0 OJDKEH MYaThCA Halll.

— KT0 xe ioenet?

— BelL

— 5?7 - yIUBJIEHHO BOCKJIUKHYJ BHUpPOH. — A
KakK ke 371eCchb?

—Bawm fres1aTh Telleps 3/1eCh HeUero, Ballle Me-
CTO OK0JI0O AHHBI 10aHHOBHEI. BEI BCe CJIBIIIAIIY,
Bce 3HaeTe. OOBSICHUTe, PACTOJIKyUTe €U II0JIU-
TUYeCKOe 3HaueHHe HaCTOMAIIEr0 OCTPOro Mo-
MeHTa, — CIIOKOMHO ckasaj OcTepMmaH. — OT Me-
Hd IIepefaiiTe el BOT 3Ty 3aIIUCKY.

OcTepMaH HaIucas:

«/loBepbTech MHe, Balite BeicouecTBo. IIpUHU-
MalTe BCe YCJIO0BUS, CKOJIb OBl OHHU HU OBLIU
YHU3UTEJIbHEL. OCcTepMaH».

—BoT, BUpOH, — CKasajJl OH, II0faBasg «KOHIO-
Xy» IIACbMO. — S Hafieroch, YTo AHHa MloaHHOBHA
noBepuT MHe. /o cux mop OcTepMaH ellle HUKO-



I7ia He 6pocaJsl CBOMX CJI0OB Ha BeTep.

BUpPOH B3sUI U IIOIeI0BaJI 3aIIMCKY, II0C/Ie Ye-
T'0 BOCKJIUKHYJIL:

— OcTepMaH, TOJILKO Telleph S BIIOJIHE YBe-
peH, 4To AHHa ChejlaeTcs MMIlepaTpUlieii! Pas
BBl HaIlMCaJId 3TO — Bce KOHUYeHO. Ho kak ke g
IIPOPBYCH CKBO3b KOP/IOHEI 3aCTaB?

— A BOT Kak... — U OcTepMaH cTaJ IIOAPO6GHO
IIOCBAIIATE BUPOHA B CBOM XUTPOYMHBIH ILIaH.
VIl

«3aKkonnoBaHHbIA COH»

CTpaH_IHaH CHE)KHasl 6yps IIPU IBaJIIaTHUIISITH-
IpaflycCHOM MOpO3e 3JI00HO BBhLJIa U peBesia
HaZi MockBOM. 3To GblIa TaKas JiefssHasl 3aBUPY-
Xa, Kakod IlepBompecTosibHas ¥ He IIOMHHJIA.
CyeBepHBIM MOCKBHYaM B 3aBBIBAHHUH BeTpa Uy-
IWJIOCH TIOXOPOHHOE IeHHe 10 CKOHYAaBIIEeMCS
OT «4epHOI CMepTH» UMIlepaTope.

BrUIO OKOJIO Yaca HOYHM, KOTIa K 3acTaBe,
OXpaHseMOH YaCOBBHIMU C PY>KbSIMH, ITObexXaja
KpBITasi I0BO3Ka-CaHU.

— Croli! - mocybIIaACs CKBO3b 3aBBIBaHUE
BeTpa I'PO3HBIM OKPUK YacoBoro. — Kto eget?



KnbuTka IIOKOPHO OCTaHOBUJIACH IIepef
CBEPKHYBIIIHM IIITBIKOM, X He TOPOIIACH, CIIOKOM-
HO BBIIIIEJI YeJIOBEK, 3aKyTaHHBIHA B OTrPOMHYIO
MeXO0BYI0 I1y0y.

— TBI — 4aCOBOM? — CIIPOCHJI OH JIOMAHBIM S3BI-
KOM.

—/la, 4acoBO#, — [OBOJIBHO IPy60 OTBETHII
CTpax.

—T'me TBoe HavaJbCTBO? I'le TOCIIOOUH Cep-
JKaHT? — Pe3KO CIIPOCHJI IIPOe3KAFOIIHH.

—Tam oHH!- yKasajq 4acoBOHl Ha OCBeEIleH-
Hble OKHA HeOO0JIbIIIOI0 KaMEeHHOTI0 JOMHUKA.

ITpoes)xuii HaIpaBUJICA TyAa, HO YacOBOU U
TYT IIPerpaguiI eMy JOPory.

— A BBI KTO OyfieTe? Sl He MOIY IIPOIIyCTUTH
BacC TyZia, — PelIUuTeJIbHO 3asgBUJI OH.

— S — KT0? 51, 100€3HBIN, — IIPUABOPHBIN [JOK-
TOp U IpHexXasl K TBOEMY HadaJIbCTBY II0 PacCIIo-
PSDKEHUIO er0 CUATE IbCTBA, KHA3s1 [0JIMITbIHA.

YacoBOM IIOATAHYJICA:

- Kouu Tax...

HesnakowMers (370 6611 BUPOH) OTCTPaHMII Ya-
COBOI'0 ¥ 6BICTPO BOIIIeJI B KapayJIbHYI0.

TyT 6BLJI0 HeCTEPIIUMO >KapKo, IIaXHYJIO L006-
PBIM «KHacTepOM» ¥ BUHOM. 3a HEOOJIBIIIM CTO-



JIOM CHJeJI0O Tpoe OQUIIEPOB B PaCCTETHYTHIX
MyHAHpax. OHH BecesIo XOXO0TaJIk U OII0PO’KHH-
BaJIA CTaKaHBI C BUHOM.

—YTo BaM yrofHO? — IIpU BX0Je BrpoHa BCKO-
YMJI CTAPIINK U3 HUX, HACKOPO 3aCTeruBasi MyH-
oup. — C KeM UMe 4eCThb?

-1 moKTOp JXeHBaJIb[, TOCIIOfa OQHUIIEPEL, a
SIBUJICA 1 K BaM IIOTOMY, YTO MHe HaJl0 IIPOM3Be-
CTH JlesuHEeKIIUI0... BaM Belb U3BECTHO, OT Ka-
KO 60JIe3HH U3BOJIMJI CKOHYAThCA TOCYAaph UM-
mepartop?

«/JOKTOp» IIpH CJIOBE «HUMIIEpPaToOp» IIOYUTH-
TeJIBHO CHSLJI CBOX0 MEXOBYIO IIIAIIKY.

- PasymeeTcsd, MBI 3HaeM, TOCIHOJHH JOKTOP:
OT YEepPHOM OCIIBI, — B T0JIOC OTBETH/IM KapayJib-
Hble 0QUIIEPHI.

—Tak BOT, BBHUAY TOTO, YTO 3TO 00JIE3Hb
OYeHb 3apasHas M MO’KET He TOJIbKO PacIIpo-
CTPaHUTHCA 10 Bce MOCKBe, HO U BBIMTH 3a ee
mpejesbl, MHe HAYaJbCTBYIOIIMMH JIHIJAMHU
IIpUKa3aHo o6e33apasuUTh BCe 3aCTaBHl. S II0JIa-
ralo, 4YTo BBl OyjieTe caMH pajbl 3TOMY, TaK KakK
KOMY >Ke IPHATHO yMepeThb B CTOJIb IIBETYIIEM,
Kak Balll, BO3pacTe OT CTPAIIHOM YepHOU 60JIes-
HHU?...



—UYepT BO3bEMH, 3TO — IpaBjal — BOCKIUKHYJI
oauH u3 oduiepoB. — bpp! UTo M0OXKeT OBITH OT-
BpaTUTeJIbHee TaKOM rafilocTu?

bupoH MoTHpaJI PyKHA OT X0JI0/a.

—Hrak, g certyac IpUCTYIUIO... Ho g Tak 3a-
Mep3, UTO Yy MeHsd He [eHCTBYHT PYKH!- BOC-
KJIMKHYJI OH.

—Tak He yrogHO JiH, TOCIIOAUH IOKTOP, CTa-
KaHYUK BUHIIA? — 00CTYyIIU/IU BrpoHa opuIlepsl.

— C ynmoBosibcTBHeM! BBl gymMaeTre, UTO MBI —
IOKTOpPa-HeMIIbl — TOJILKO OJHHU JIeKapCTBa YIIO-
TpebisiseM BOBHYTph? O HeT!.. YTO MOXKeT OBITH
JIYUIIIeT0, KaK CTaKaH-APyroy BUHA?!

ITU cjI0Ba OBLIM BCTpeYeHbl KPUKaMH 0700-
peHus. «/[OKTOpY» Ha/IMWJIU OTPOMHBIM CTaKaH
TOKAaMCKOI'0, ¥ OH BBIITHJI €T0 C HacJIaKIeHHeM.

— MouJtogers, fokTop! YMeeTe MUTE! — 3aXJI0I1a-
JIV B JIQZIOIIIH I10JIyIIbSHbIE OQUIIEPHL.

—-Hy a Temepp 3a pabory!- BHUpPOH BBIHYJI
OoJIbIIYyI0 OYTBUIKY M3 KapMaHa IIyObl U Ma-
JIEHBKUU «PaCIIbLIATOP». — A Tle TOT YaCOBOU,
KOTOPBIM CTOMT y 3acTaBbl? II030BHUTe, TOCIIOAA,
U ero. [1ycTh ¥ OH 130eKUT OITaCHOCTH 3apasbl.

OfuH 13 0QHUIlEPOB BCKOPE IIPUBeJ YaCOBOTIO.

-5 OyAy OIPBICKMBATH Ka’KAOIO IIO OT/eJIb-



HOCTH, — Ccoo601mI BupoH. — He 6eCIlOKOMTECH:
9Ta KUIKOCTH He g0BUTA; OHA He UCIIOPTUT Ba-
IITUX MYHIHUPOB.

«/loKTOp» BUPOH CTasl mooudepeqHO IIepexo-
IOUTH OT OJHOIO OoduIlepa K APYyroMy, 06HMIBLHO
OIIPBICKMBAsg HX TaWHCTBEHHOM >KUIKOCTBIO.
He3aMeTHO OH BBIIIECKMBAJ 00JIbIIIOE KOJIHYe-
CTBO ee Ha I10JIbI MYHJUPOB 0QHUIIepOB.

JIUII0 4acoBOIo, AO’KHUAABIIIETOCSI CBOEM Oue-
peny, BeIpakasio cTpax. OH ObLI yOeXKeH B IJIy-
OuHe AyIlIM, 4TO 3Ta caMas KUAKOCTb U eCTh Ta
CTpalllHas 3apasa, OT KOTOPOM MOXKeT IIPUKJIIO-
YUTHCSA CMEPTh.

—Hy U Tebs Tellepb OIIPBICHEM! — YIBIOHYJICS
«JJOKTOp» U CTaJI 06JIMBaTh YaCOBOI'O OrPOMHOM
CTpyeH.

Kakoii-To 0CO0eHHO IIPOTUBHBIM, YAYIILIH-
BO-CJIQIKHUM 3allaX pacIlpoCTPaHMJICA I10 KOMHaA-
Te.

-5 mymajl, 4TO IaxXHyTh Oy[eT Xy»Ke! - BOC-
KJIMKHYJI OOUH 0QHUIiep.

— JleicTBUTeJILHO, Kapbosika GiaroyxaeT Ky-
Jla amoBuUTee!

—A 3TO UTO Xe 3a CpefCTBO, JOKTOpP? — BMe-
1I1aJICS TPeTUH oduilep.



—HoBoe cpencTBO, TrOCIIOAA, — YCMEXHYJICH
BUpoH. — A Telephb IIOCHUAUTE CIIOKOMHO... TaK
rosiaraeTcs! — IpeIoXKuI BUpoH, a caM Hesa-
MEeTHO BCYHYJI B 00e CBOU HO3JpU KyCKHU BaThL...

— AX! — TIOCJIBIIIAJICA MCIIYTAaHHBINA TOJIOC Of-
HOro u3 oduilepoB. — UTo 3To co MHOU? MHe
IypHO!.. [010Ba KPY>KUTCS.

OH X0TesJ BCKOYMHTH, HO He MOI — TOYHO Ka-
Kasg-TO HeIIpeofoIMMasi CHJIA BJIACTHO IIapasId-
30BaJjla ero Horu. OH XO0TeJ KPHUKHYTH — HO He
MOT: T0JI0Ca He 6BLIIO0.

—4To0... 4TO C TOO... C TOGOM?... — IIOIIBITAJICI
IIOJHATHCA IPYIOM, YTOOBI IIPUUTHU Ha IIOMOIIb
TOBApPHUIILY, HO, eiBa IIPUIIOAHABIIINCE, OH TaKXXe
6eCCUJIbHO OITyCTHJICS Ha CTYJI, IIPUYEM ero IJIa-
3a COMKHYJIMCB, a II0 BCEMY TeJly IIpob6erKasiu Cy-
JOPOTH.

YHacoBoM, KaK CTOSLI, TaK ¥ CBAJIMJICA Ha II0JL.

[IyTes 6BLT cBOOGO/EH. BUPOH IIoMyYascs K CBO-
eir AHHe l1BaHOBHE.



IX
Xun3Hb U cMepTb

Hocne 4y/leCHOTO IIOSBJIEHUSI HecuaCTHOM 6a-
poHecchl KiroreHay B 3aMKe cTapbIX KeTiie-
poOB reprioruHa KypJsiHzCKas COBCEM IIpeoOpasu-
Jlack. I3HBIBaBIIIas JOTOJIE OT CKYKH, TaK Kak C
Hel He 6blJI0O BUpOHA M «HMHOIO KaKOI'O pasBJle-
YyeHUs», AHHaA MoaHHOBHA BIPYT HalllJIa JKHUBOK
IIpeaMeT, Ha KOTOPBIM MOTJIa U3JIMBaTh U30BITOK
«HEKHOCTH» CBOEH JYIIH, OTPaBJIEHHOM >KeJl-
UYbl0, UJIH — KaK OHa JII0OMJIa BBIPaXKaTbCs — «IIe-
YeHOYHOM ropeunio». OHa okpyxuia KiroreHay
CaMbIM BHHMATeJbHBIM YXOZOM, B KOTOPOM Ta
y>Ke, COOCTBEHHO IOBOpsA, M MaJo Hy>KJaJach,
TaK KakK HaXo[WIach B IIOCTIeJHEM rpajayce CKO-
POTEeYHOM rOpI0BOM YaXOTKH.

HewmsBecTHO, UTO 3aCTaBHJIO 0KECTOUYHBIIIYIO-
c1 AHHY HMo0aHHOBHY CTOJIb MHJIOCEPJHO OTHE-
CTHCBH K CBOEM COIIepHHIle, HO OHa IIOMeCTHJIa ee
PSLOM CO CBOeH CHaJbHeM W HaXOOWjach IIPH
Hell 6e30TJIyYHO.

JIOKTOp ee CBETJIOCTH [Ba pasa HaBeIlaJ
cTpaganuily. OH IepBBI M IIPU3HAJ B TaHH-



CTBEHHOM IOCThe 3aMKa 0JIeCTAIyI0 6apoHeccy
b3y ¢oH KirtoreHay.

— Kaxk?! — 0TCKOYMJI OH OT ee KPOBATU. — ITO —
BEIL, 6apoHecca?

- /Jla, 4... Ho pagu 6ora Tuile, foKTop!.. 31ech
HUKTO He JIOJDKEH 3HaTh, YTO 3Ta yMHpPAKIas
JKeHII[MHa — U3THaHHAas U COCIaHHasA ropMercTe-
pHuHa.

Ci1e3sl BBICTYIIMJIN Ha IJIa3aX JOKTOPA.

-0, 6emgHag, 6egHas 6apoHecca! UToO OHU CJie-
JlaJiv ¢ BaMu!.. — HEBOJIbHO BBIPBAJIOCH Y J06PSI-
Ka. — Kakoe BapBapcTBO!..

KiroreHay momnbiTasach ObLIIO OTBETHUTH YTO-
TO, HO He MOIJIa: IIPUIIa0K CTPAIIHOI0 KAaIllIg
IIOTPSC ee IPYAb, ILJIeYH.

— 51 CKOpO yMpYy, LOKTOpP? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA, OT-
IBIIIaBIINUCE.

JJOKTOpP OTBEepHYJICA X IIPOOOPMOTAJL:

- BbpocbTe gymaTh 06 3TOM, 6apoHecca! S BEI-
Jieuy Bac, II0CTaBJII0 HAa HOTH...

[TevasbHasA yabl6Ka TPOHYJa OECKPOBHBIE IY-
OBl yMUpaBIIIeH.

— He Hazo yremeHUuM, MOM JOOPBIA TOKTOP! —
CcKasasa oHa. — [locie TOro, YTO g IlepeHecIa,
CMEPTH JJI1 MeHs — YJIbIOKa CYacThs.



B aTy MHUHYTY B KOMHATYy Bollia AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa.

— Hy 4o, okTop? Kak mo)kxuBaeT Hallla 60J1b-
Hasg? — TPOMKO CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

OHa TOJIBKO 4TO 0TO6efasia U II0TOMY ObLiIa
BeCbMa MU3PSATHO BO30yKAeHa. IIpUBBIKIIAA U
BCerja IIMTH [OBOJIBHO HeyMepeHHO, AHHa
HMoaHHOBHA Ha 3TOT pas II0cTapajgach 0CO6eHHO.
OT Hee HeCJIO 3allaXOM BHMHA U ee U3JIH00JIeHHBI-
MU gyxaMu (MyckKycoM). CBoeil OTPOMHOM, IIBIIII-
HOM QUIypoll OHa 3aloJIHWJIa IPOCTPAHCTBO
HeOO0JIbIII0M KOMHATHI.

— JTa IIOYTeHHAasd jaMa OYeHb Cepbe3HO 00JIb-
Ha, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, — YIPIOMO OTBETHJI JOKTOP.

— 3TO He IPUJINIIYUBO? — OIIACJIHUBO CIIPOCHUIIA
Oyay1as UMIlepaTpuIia.

—Hert, He 6eCIIOKOMTeCh: BallleMy [IparolieH-
HOMY 3[I0pOBBI0 He YrposkaeT HH MaJIeHIlas
OIIaCHOCTb.

VYMmuparomas 6apoHecca OISITh 3aKallISIach.
AHHa MoaHHOBHA CKJIOHWJIACh HajJ HeH M 0XBa-
THJIa ee KMCXYJaBIIYIO IIeI0 CBOMMHU ITYXJIBIMHU
pykaMu. Y BAPYT OrpOMHas CTPys aloM KPOBU
BBIpBaJIaCh U3 IIMPOKO PacKphITOro pra Kirrore-
Hay ¥ 3aJIKJIa BeCb KOPCa’k repIioTHHHU.



— Al - 3akpHyasia Ta B UCIIyIe, OTIIaTHIBAsACh
OoT GapoHecCCHl, U ee JIMII0 BMUT II06JIefHesIO0, a
rjasa IIMPOKO pacKpbLIUChk. M TOTUYac >Ke OHAa,
CMATeHHas, IIOHypas BBIILIA U3 KOMHATHl YMU-
paBIIIe.

— KpoBs! O114TE KPOBE! — BEIPBAaJIOCh Y Hee.

* % %

BeuepoMm AHHY M10aHHOBHY CTaJI0 HEYIEPIKU-
MO KJIOHHUTH KO CHY. OZHaK0 TOJILKO YTO OHa
Ipujerja MW CcTajga 3a0bIlBaTbCAd TPEBOKHBIM
CHOM (ee B IIOCIefHee BpeMsi My4yusa 6eCCOHHU-
I1a), KaK BApPYT [Bepb ee CIIaJbHU IIOPBIBHUCTO
pacraxHyJach.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA BCKOYWJA B HCIyre M
KpHUKHYJIA!

— Kro ato? KTo 3mecn?

— BepHoIIoAtaHHEBIN Balllero UMIIepaTOpPCKOro
BejsimyecTBal — IIp03ByYaJsI IoJIoC.

l'epriornHg cXBaTHU/Iach 3a Cepzlie M BCA 3a-
TpelieTasa:

«T'ocrogu! Yto 3T0? /la Belb 3TO — I'OJIOC MOe-
ro dpHCTal»

—3pHcT! [Joporou! 3To- THI?! - KpUKHYJIA
OHAa, a 3aTeM, BIVIAEBIINUCH B BOILEZIIEro, OHa
pu cBeTe QoHaps pasauyuiaa QUIYPY CBOEro



daBOpHUTa U IIOPBIBUCTO OpOCUIach K HEMY.

BUpOH OTIIATHYJICA C KAKHM-TO YHCTO aKTep-
CKHMM I1ap0oCOM U TPOMKO IIPOU3HEC:!

— Hu ¢ MecTa, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO!

AnHa MoaHHOBHA BCILIECHYJIA PyKaMU:

— Jla TblI uTO, IpHCT? PexHysica B MOCKBe, 4TO
au? Kakoe «BeJruecTBO»?

— HeT. I He co1res ¢ yMa, X0TA OT PaZOCTH 3a
Bac 3TO ObLIO OBl ¥ HEYAUBUTEIBHO. ... 1 IIpH-
Be3 BaM KOPOHY, MMIIEPaTOPCKYI0 POCCHUMICKYIO
KopoHy!

V reprioruHu BAPYT 3a4p0sKalu HOTH.

—YTOo THI TOBOPHIIL? — IIpOJIeIIeTaJla OHAa. —
Tak Jj1u g cipiiny? Tel IIpHUBe3 MHe KOPOHY UMIIe-
paTpuisr?

bupoH omycTHUICI Ha OLHO KOJIEHO IIepes rep-
IIOTUHEN U OTBETUI:

—/la, Ballle BesinM4yecTBO. Eciii aTo eme ou-
[HaJILHO He C/IyYHJIOCh, TO 3TO CJAYYHUTCS 3aB-
Tpa-miocjaesaBTpa. M3bpaHue Bac B MMIIepaTPU-
Il pellleHo; [ejI0 OCTaeTCd 3a BAIlMM COIJIACH-
eM, 3a Ballley IIOAIINCHIO.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHaA 6eCCHJIbHO OIlyCTHJIach B
KpecJsI0; KpoBb 6pocuIach el B TOJIOBY.

—IIpaBga? — mmporrerrrasga OHa.



—IIpaBma, AHHA! - THX0 IIPOMOJIBHI BHPOH,
II0CJIe Yero BCTaJI C KOJIEH M IIOZOIIes K Hel. —
Cefuac g BaM BCe pacCKaky, a II0Ka... II0Ka CKa-
JKUTe MHe: OyZieT JIM POCCHUMICKas UMIIlepaTpUIia
TaK >Ke BEpPHO U TeILIO JIIOOUTh CKPOMHOIO JpH-
cra bupoHa, Kak Jro6uiaa ero reproruHa Kyp-
JITHICKadg?...

—IJpHCT! 1 THI COMHEBAaeIIbCa? — BOCKIHUKHY-
Jja Auna MloaHHOBHa.

U Torma BUpoH Bce moBezasl 06e3yMeBIIeit 0T
paZoCTH TepIliorkHe, a Ta CAyIlajJa ero, CJIOBHO
3aBOpO’KeHHas KaKOM-TO BOJIIIIeOHOM CKasKOM.

—H cam OcTepMaH? — HaKOHeEI] CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

— BoT ero nuceEMo K Tebe, AHHA.

* * %

CriasbHas TepIiorMHU KypigHCKOM TOHYIa B
IIOJIyMpaKe.

TyT, B 3TOM aJIbKOB€ BEHIIEHOCHOM >KEHIIIH-
HBI, BC€ TUTYJIBI, 3BaHU, PAHTH YCTYIIHIH MeCTO
OJHOMY JIHMIIIL MOIy4eMy YyBCTBY - UYBCTBY
JIIOOBU CTaperollell YKeHIIIUHBI K eIlle MOJIOJLOMY
MY’KUYHHE.

BUpOH XOAMII IO CIlajbHe OyAyIed MMIlepa-
TPHULBL. BAPYT TUXUI CTOH JOHECC 10 ero CIyxa.
OH 0CTaHOBMJICA KaK BKOIIAHHBIN U IIPOIIIEIITal:



—Tociou, KTO 3TO CTOHET?

OH cTaJI IPUCIYIINBATHC.

A CTOHBI BCe YCHUJIMBAJIUCh U YCUIUBAJIUCK.

— A-ax! Ofil.. — IPOHOCUJIOCH II0 OII0YMBAJIbHE
AHHBI F0aHHOBHBI CKOPOHOE, 3a AYIly XBaTalo-
1Ijee CTeHaHUe.

BoJstocel BcTasmu fpi6oM y bBupoHa. OH II0f0-
mes K AHHe MoaHHOBHE M, TOJIKHYB ee, CIIPO-
CHUT:

—4YT0 9T0? UTO 9TO y TE6?...

—YTo TBI, JPHCT?... — HEJOYMeBawlIlle CIIPO-
CHJIa OHA.

-4 cmpammBar Tebs, KTO 3TO CTOHET TakK
y>KacCHO PSAIOM C TBOEH CIlajJbHei?

—Berep B meuax! - pasgpa’keHHO BBIPBaJIOCh
y AHHBI MoaHHOBHEL. — O, CKOPO JIH S BHIPBYCH
U3 3TOTO IIOCTHLJIOTO 3aMKa!

Ho Bapyr oHa BcrioMHHIa 0 KiroreHay M II0-
CITeIlIHIa IIOMTHU K Hel.

JTa HecuacTHad KepTBa bupoHa HaxoauIach
B IoJyaroHuu. OHa CYZOpPO’KHO CXBaTHJIACh 3a
0lesiIo, CTapascCh IPUIIOLHATHCI, HO He MOIJIa.
CuJiel coBceM IIOKUATIH ee.

—BamMm xymo, Muiiasg 371b3a?... — pe3K0 CIIPOCH-
Ja AuHa MoaHHOBHA.



-4 ymuparo... Hesib3d JId... IOCJIATE 3a IACTO-
poM...

[IpuopeBIIHiics BUPOH CTOSJI C3aJU «CBOEH
AuHvl». Brapyr moryxarwinuii B3op KiroreHay
OCTaHOBMJICS Ha «KOHIOXe», M HellepeJaBaeMbli
y’Kac, CTpax OTBpaIlleHHsT HMCKasHWIA ee JIHIIO.
OHa IIPOTSHYyJIa PYKH, KaK Obl sKeJlas 3alJUTUTh-
Cs OT 3TOr0 4YesI0BeKa, 3aXpHIlesa H... BBITSIHY-
JIack.

X
3acepnaHune «BepXOBHUKOB»

a HCKJIIYeHHeM OJHOro JHIIb OcTepMaHa,

HaCMOpPK KOTOPOIO He MOI ellle IIPOMTH, BCe
«BepXOBHHUKH» OBLIIHA B cOope. B 3ajte 4yBCTBOBA-
JIOCh TO IIOBBIIIIEHHOE HacTpOeHUe, KOTOPoe BCe-
r7a ObIBaeT IIPU COOBITUAX OTPOMHOM Ba>KHOCTH.
BceM HeBOJIbLHO Opocasici B Ijiasa I106e0HOC-
HBIN BUJ, [0JITOPYKHX.

— C 4ero 3To OHU TakK HOC 3aAHUPaIOT? — IIPOBO-
’KaJl UX I11eII0T.

3acefmaHue OTKPBUI KHA3b [JMUTpUI T'0JIH-
IIBIH.

—-BceM HaM, rocrmoja, BeJOMO O TOpeCTHOH



yTpare, IOCTUIIIeN Poccuro, — 3aTOBOPMJI OH. —
He crasio mmnepartopa Ilerpa Broporo, a HoOBOro
MBI ellle He UMeeM. MeXny TeM HeJsb3s OCTaB-
JIATH TOCyZapCTBO 6e3 ryaBbl. IloceMy ceromHs
JKe MOJDKHBI MBI BCe IIOPEINTh, KOMYy KOPOHY
[IApCKYI0 Ha IJIaBYy HaZeTh. TecraMeHTa ero Be-
JINYeCTBO He OCTaBUIL...

—Her, xua3p [Murtpuii I'OJUIIBIH, TOoCcyLapb
OCTaBWJI 3aBelllaHue, — Cpefu IJIyOOKOM THUIIIU-
HBI IIPO3ByYas I'POMKUU BO3Ijlac KHA3d [BaHa
Jlosropykoro.

JTO OBLJIO CTOJIb HEOXKULAHHO, YTO BCe 3aMep-
JIY, a 3aTeM IIOCJIBIIIAIHUCh BO3IJIACHI:

—Kakoe 3aBemanue? OTkyza 3aBeljaHue? C
4ero OH B I'0JIOBY B3sJI 3TO?

CobpaHue 4ieHOB BepX0OBHOI0 TalfHOTO COBe-
Ta 3aBOJIHOBAJIOCH.

OOVvH TOJBKO KHA3L /[JMUTpUil [0JIUIBIH
0CTaBaJICd CIIOKOeH. 3Hasd, UTO Ha ero CTOpOHe
3HAUUTeJbHOE OOJILIITUMHCTBO TOJIOCOB, OH OBLI
TOTOB K KaKUM YIOJHO «BBIIIalaM».

—Tocroma usneHsl BepXOBHOIO TalfHOTO COBe-
Ta! — HayaJl OH, OKUJbIBasd HaCMEIILJIMBLIM B3IJId-
noM ¢éurypy MBaHa Jlosropykoro. — Tor4yac 1o
KOH4YMHe B bo3e MoUMBaroIero UMIiepaTopa 1 B



4acTHOM Gecefie CO MHOTMMUY BaMU F'OBOPUJL, UTO
KaXkeTCsd MHe II0J03PUTENILHBIM, II04eMY KHA3bS
Jlonropykue, oco6JIMBO AjieKCel, He KeJlaJld HU-
KOI0 BIIyCKaThb B IIOKOHW yMwuparlero Iletpa
AJjtekceeBuya... Telleps s IIOHSI, II0YEeMY 3TO Je-
JIaJIOCh.

— A mouemy? — pBaHyJsicad KHA3bL UBaH [[0Jro-
PYyKUIi.

— A TIOTOMY, UTO, BUSHO, OUYeHb YK BBI O 3[I0-
pOBbe HallleM 0eCIIOKOUJIUCH, OOSINChH, KaK Obl
MBI He 3apasuInCh, a KpOMe TOTO, OBLJIM 3aHATHI
HU3TOTOBJIEHHEM OOJIBIIIOTO Yy/ia I Hac BCeX, —
OTBETHUJI KHS3b ['OJIUIBIH, II0CJIE Yero HHU3KO II0-
KJIOHWICSI COOpaHUI0 U CIPOCUI: — /[03BOJIUTE
JIA BBI, TOCIO/IA, YTOOBI AOIIPOC KHI3bSAM /[l0JITO-
PYKUM YUHUIL A7?

— A TBI KTO >Ke? 3allJIeYHEIX [IeJl MacTep, UTo-
Obl YMHUTH [JOIIPOC HaM? — BCHBIXHYJ KHS3b
Anexceii JJoJITOPYKUI, BCKAKUBAs.

— JH, IIOIIPULIEP>KUTE A3SBIK, KHA3SL AyleKcei! —
KPUKHYJI KHA3b [OJIUIBIH. — 3a TaKue CJI0Ba OT-
BeT Tebe AeprkaTh Ipupercd! — OH cHOBa o6pa-
THJICS K COOpaHUI0: — /[03BOJIUTE JIX BBI, TOCIIO/IA,
4TOOBI B HAIlleM CerofHSAIIHEM II0JIHOM cobpa-
HUU HaXOJWJICI U LOKTOP, JIEUUBIIIUN ITOKOMHO-



ro rocymaps?

— A 310 3aueM? K yeMy? — IIOCJIBIIIAIVCE TO-
JIoca.

—A K TOMy, YTO OH MOJXKeT MHOIOe CKas3aThb
HaM O TOM 3aBellfaHWN, 0 KOTOPOM TOJILKO YTO
YIOMSAHYJ KHA3L IBaH /J[OJITOPYKUIA.

CobpaHue BBIpaswjo coIjlacMe, U Yepes
HEeCKOJILKO CeKyHJ, B 3aJ ObLII BBeJleH HeMell-
TOKTOP.

C IOCTOMHCTBOM OTBECHB IIOKJIOH «BEPXOB-
HUKaM», OH CKpOMHO CeJl Ha CTyJ OJIM3 KHA3I
AMUTpUA I'oIUITBIHA.

— Kuase MBaH J[0JITOPYKUH, BBl 3asIBUJIH, UTO
IIocjie KOHYMHBI €r0 MMIIEpPaTOPCKOI0 BesIrye-
CTBA OCTaJIOCH 3aBelllaHHe? — CIIPOCHJI II0CJIEeJ:-
HUU.

—Jla! — TBepz0 oTBeTHII MIBaH /[OJITOPYKHH.

—YTo >Xe B OHOM 3aBeIllaHHUH TOBOPUTCA? —
IIPOL0JDKAJI JOIIPOC 'OTHUITBIH.

—4YTo MMIlepaTpUlled [OJDKHA OBITH cecTpa
Mmod, EkaTeprHa. TakoBa BOJIA I1apsi, — BHI3BLIBA-
Iollle ITpousHec VBaH /I0JITOPYKUIA.

T'osmuIBIH TPOMKO paccMesiyICa. BOJIBIITHHCTBO
BEPXOBHUKOB B HEIOYMEHUH I1ePerITHYIINCE.

— Bor, rocrioma, To 4yzo, KOTOpoe KHA3bs Jl0JT-



TOPYKHe U3rOTOBJI/IU I HAaC B clIajJbHe IleTpa
AJtexceeBHYa! — X0X04a BEIKPHUKHYJI ['OJIUITBIH. —
IloHrMaeTe JIA BBl Telleph, II0UeMy OHHU CTOJIb
Ba’KHO BBICTYIIAKT?

—Xa-xa-xa! Ox-xX0-x0!.. — IIPOKATHJIOCE IIO CO-
OpaHHI0 POJOBUTHIX BEJIbMOX.

—A rme xe 3TO OUKOBHHHOEe 3aBelljaHue? —
IIPO0JIKAJI «IIBITAaTh» ['OJTUITBIH.

—Ero Bumesn v uuTas M BJaLbIKa-MUTPOIIO-
JIWIT, & JIJIs1 TOT0, UYTOOBI OHO He IIPOIIajlo, s cbeper
ero. Bot oHo! — ckaszas [[0JITOPYKUM, OTKPBLI Jie-
PeBSIHHYI0 KOpPOOKY, II0C/Ie Yero BBIHYJI U3 Hee
3HaMeHUTHIN TecTaMeHT paboThl IIpokodus Jly-
KH4a. — BoT caymraiTe, YTo B HEM HaIIMCaHO! —
Ba’KHO IIpOU3HeC JJOJITOPYKUM U CTaJ YUTAThH CO-
Llep’KaHUe «3aBelllaHUsI».

ITo Mepe TOTO, KaK OH YNUTAJ «TeCTaAMEHT», Be-
ceJjioe HaCTPOeHHe YIeHOB BepXOBHOIO TaHOIO
CoBeTa YCHUJIMBAJIOCh BCe 6osiee U 6oJjlee, TaK UTO
II0C/IeJHee CJIOBO «aMHHb» OBLJIO IIOKPBITO yKe
TPOMOBBIM pacKaToOM X0XOTa.

- 0x, ymopuin! OXx, pacooreimma!— CXBaTU-
JIUCH 3a KUBOTHUKHU ['OJIUIILIH U ero IIPUCHEIE, /13
U Ipyrye He OoTCTaBalu. — AMUHL? Tak U cKasa-
HO B TeCTaMeHTe: aMUHb?



JIOJITOPYKUI CTOSJI, CJIOBHO OBIK, OIJIYILIEH-
HBIU yZapoM, ¥ 6eCCMBICIEHHO ITOBOJUII IIO CO-
OpaHuIo r;1asaMuy, HaIUTHIMU KPOBBIO.

—Yto 3T0? UeMy cMeeTeCh? — XPHUILJIO CIIPO-
CHJI OH.

— OX, KH43b, 0X! M1k yTO0 BhIAyMaJ! COUMHUIII
Ia ellle «aMHUHb» BBepHYJ! — IIPOJOJDKAL U3Je-
BaThCs I'ouIIbIH. — C cell OKA3HH CJIeI0BaJjI0 OBI
Tebs, KHI3b, AMUHB-/[OJITOPYKUM Besudath! /la
Bor y>x ¢ To60M, He OyzeM cCOpUThCH!.. A TOJIBKO
TBI CKOpee 3Ty IIaKOCTh CO’KTU BOT B 3TOM II€UH...

— W 3To OyzeT oueHb YMHO, IIOTOMY OT 3TOM
OyMa’kKy 3apasuThCAd MOTYT MHOTHUE, — BIIEPBbIe
OTKPBLI POT JOKTOP, MOJIYABIIIHH 0 TeX II0P.

—Kak?! - BockJUKHYJI /Jloaropykul. — Ilap-
CKOe 3aBelllaHle BBl OCMeJilBaeTeCh HAas3hIBAaTh
IIaKOCTBI0? ITO — IIpecTyIIeHue! I Bac Bcex IIpU-
3BIBAI0 B CBUJIETEJIH, YTO KHA3b JMUTPUN T'0JIH-
IIbIH JIEP3HOBEHHO OCKOPOMJI CBAIIeHHYIO IIa-
MATBb TocyAaps UMIeparopal..

T'o/THUITBIH BRITTPSIMUJICS.

—A-a, TaK THI BOT KaK 3arOBOPHJI, KHA3b AJIEK-
cei?! — KpUKHYJ OH. — THI JKe MHe TPO3UTh YAY-
MaJs? XOopoIlo Xe, 1 BBIBeZy BaC Ha YUCTYIO BO-
oy!l.. Korma cocraBjieHO 3aBelllaHue ITOYHBIIUM



rocyzapem?

—IIaTe MecdarleB TOMY Hasaj, eCcId CYHTaTh
yMeelllb, — CBEPKHYJI IJIa3aMHU /[0JITOPYyKUH.

— IIaTh Mecsaes, roBopuIills? TyT BOT B TBOEM
TeCcTaMeHTe CKasaHo: «IIoHeXXe 4yBCTBydA cebs
XBOPEBIM...» Korza >ke 3To IIITh MecCdIieB TOMY Ha-
3aj rocyzapb XBopaTh u3BomI? Miu He BeJoMO
BCEM HaM, YTO [0 CTPAILIHON OO0JIe3SHU OH OBLI
BCerza — I10 MUJIOCTU Bo)Xueil — 340poBeXOHEK?
Uro? 3amMoik? 3, fa 4TO TYyT roBOopuUTh! IIycTh
BOT JIy4Ille TOCIIOJHH TOKTOP II0Be/iaeT HaM, KaK
U OTKY/Ia 3TO 3aBelaHue II0IBUI0CE.

HeMen-OKTOpP BCTAI U TOJIBKO YTO COOHpaJI-
Cs1 OTKPBITH POT, Kak AjleKced /J0JITOPYKHUM, YYB-
CTBYd, UTO BCe IIPOIIaJIO, YTO II0Ka3aHUs [OKTO-
pa, KOTOPBIN, OBITH MOXKET, IIOATJIAMEN, IIOZCIY-
I11aJI, MOTYT IIOTYOUTH €ro B IJIa3aX BCeX BEPXOB-
HBIX BEJIBMOJK, BOCKIUKHYJI:

— A, BBI iyMaeTe, YTO MHe TaK >KeJlaTeJIbHO,
4TOoOBl IapcTBOBasia ExaTepuHa /loaropykas?
Tak BOT, HaTe, cMOTpUTe! - 1 OH Ha KyCOYKH
pasopBaJl «3aBelllaHue».

—Hazmo 6pocuthk B meuky!. Tam 3apasa Cro-
pHUT!.. — IIOJ OINIYIIIUTEJBLHBIM XO0X0T «BEPXOBHU-
KOB» 3aKpHYaJ HeMeIl-TOKTOop.



Ero cefiyac ke ¢ MHUPOM UM OTIIYCTHUJIH, «3a
HeHa/I00HOCTHIO».

Bckope mociie «aMUHB-IOJITOPYKOBCKOTO JIEM-
CTBa» BBICOKOe coOpaHMe IIepellyio0 K BBIOOPY
IIpeeMHUKa yMepIlleMy UMIIepaTopy.

ToMUIBIH CUJIBHO BOJIHOBAJICHA, OTKpHEIBAag
«IIpeHusl» [0 3TOMY BOIIpOCY. XOTS OH U 3HAaJ,
4TO OOJIBIIIMHCTBO «BEPXOBHUKOB» OY[eT IIOJ-
Iep KUBaTh ero, O4HAaKO0 OH IIOHUMAJL, YTO U BOS3-
paskeHUU OyzeT HeMaJsio. TaK OHO U CIIYYUJIOChH.

IToce ropsgyed, MPOAO/DKUTESIHHOU peul, B
KOTOpOH ['OJIUIIBIH SPKUMU KpacKaMH pPacIIHChI-
BaJl IIpeJIeCTh «II0JIeTYaHUsI» CII0COO0M OTpaHu-
YeHUd IIapCKOU BJIaCTH, BCKOYWI TaTUIlleB.

—He OpITh cemy! CamopepskaBHe [TOJDKHO
OBITH HUYEeM He OTPaHUYEHO! — IIBIJIKO BOCKJIUK-
HYJI OH.

— CroiiTe, cTouTe! /la BBl HAaIlepe] PEILUTE,
KOMY KOPOHY BPYUYHUTh?... — IIOCHIIIAJIUCH TOJIOCA.

U BOT TyT GOJILITMHCTBOM I'0JIOCOB OBLIO Pe-
LIIeHO «IIPOCUTH AHHY M0aHHOBHY Ha IIapCTBO»,
II0CJIe Yero CTaJM COCTaBJIAThL TEeKCT OIpaHUYU-
TeJJbHOU IPaMOTHL

BoJyiHeHUe «BEpXOBHUKOB» BCe YCUIUBAJIOCh.

—Kuasp Jmutpuii [0JMHITBIH, U3TOTOBUJI JIH



ThI «<KOHITUITHU»?

— BoT OHH, TOTOBHI.

—Yuran!

Kua3p [IMuTtpuii ['0JIUIBIH HaYal TPOMKO YU-
TaThb.

—ITepBoe: «be3 corsacusl BepXOBHOTO TailHO-
I'0 coBeTa He JOJDKHA BBIXOIUTH 3aMy»K».

—Taxk! Tak! IIpaBHIBLHO.

— BTopoe: «be3 ero >xe corjacugd He MOIY Ha-
3HayaTh cebe IpeeMHUKa».

— BepHo!

— «bes corslacug U pasperreHus CoBeTa He Ha-
YUHAaTh BOWHEI, He 3aKJIKUYaTh MUpA; BOMCKAM
OBITH 110 BefleHHeM CoBeTa».

-0, 9To yepecuyp! — rmo6arpoBes TaTUIIEB.

Kuasp /[murtpuii T['OJUIBIH HEBO3MYTHMO
IPOJOJ/DKAJ UYTEHHE «IIYHKTOB» OIPaHHYUTEJIb-
HOU IpaMOTHI:

— «V IUIAXeTCTBA >KUBOTA, UMEHUSA U YeCTH
6e3 cysa He OTHHUMATh; TOCYLApPCTBEHHEIE J0XO-
OBl He pacxoxoBaTb». — TyT BApyr T'OJHIIBIH
BcTasl. OH ropfio BBIIPIMHJICS M, OIJIA[eB BCeX
IIBIJIKUM, TOPSIIIIAM B30POM, 3aKOHYUIL: — «A Oyze
4ero I10 ceMy O0OeIlfaHUI0 He UCIIOJIHIO, TO JIUIIIe-
Ha OyJy KOPOHBI POCCHUMCKOIM». COIJIacHBI Ha



3TO?

— CorstacHeI! — 3arpeMeJIy roJioca.

- B TakoM ciyyae MBI IIOLIIEM HeMeJJIS II0-
CJI0B K Hallled Oyaylneld HMIlepaTpulie! — BOs3-
OY>KIIeHHO BOCK/IMKHYJI 'OJTUITBIH.

U mocJibl OBLIN CHapPSKEHBI.

XI
JKNONOTTN U HaeMHbIn younua

MwuraBe mapusIo II0JIHOE HeLoyMeHue. BecTb

0 KOHYHMHe uMIlepaTopa IlaBia AsekceeBHYa
Iopasuia [JOCTOIIOUTEHHBIX OHOPrepoB, HO BCe
OHU JIOMAaJIX TOJIOBY HaJl BOIIPOCOM: KTO JKe Te-
Iephb IapCcTBYyeT WU OyJeT I1apCTBOBaTh B Poc-
cruy. AHHa MoaHHOBHA, IIOTPsSCEeHHAass CMEPTHIO
Kirorenay, coBceM Bhajsia B XaHzapy. HecmoTpsa
Ha Jjlacku bupoHa, oHa Opojuia Kak TeHb IIO
YIpIOMBIM 3aj1aM KeTJIepOBCKOI0 3aMKa.

—Yto ¢ TOGOM? — pasgpakeHHO CIIPOCHJI ee
BupoH. - npuBe3 Tebe KOPOHY, a ThI pacKUcIa?

—TI'e oHa, re TBOI KOPOHA? — capKaCTUYeCKH
BOCKJIMKHYJIA TepIIOTUHS.

— ThI y2k 1 OcTepMaHy He BepHIlb?

—A d4epT ero sHaet!. MoxkeT, OH H3MEHII



HaM!..

Kaxk-To, saBTpakas c IJ1a3y Ha IJIa3 CO CBOMM
buponomMm, AHHa HMoaHHOBHa BIpPYT CXBaTHIach
3a cepzre.

—4rto ¢ To6011? Tebe XyZ0? — UCIIyTAHHO BCKO-
41 GaBOPUT.

— Iary... maru... 3to— ero maru? /a?... OH
unet! umet!

AnHa MoaHHOBHA BCKOYMJIA CO CTYJIA.

BupoH no6seHer:

—Kto oH? O KOM BEI TOBOpUTE?... Ballle BBICO-
YecTBO, 3TO ILJIOXO, €CJIH BEI eIlle 10 BCTYILIEHUS
Ha POCCUMCKUU IIpecToJI coiifere ¢ yma. Torza
MHe He MUHOBAThb KaTOPTIH...

— JPHCT, MUJIBIY, 1 He 3HAI0, YTO CO MHOM, HO
4yBCTBYI0, UTO MeHs O0OBOJIaKMBaeT KaKas-TO
CTpaHHas, HeIIoCT KuMas cuiia! AX, CMOTpH, OH!

—UYept Bo3bMHU! KTO «0H»?! — BCKaKuBas, Oe-
IIeHO 3aKpuyas BupoH. — Brl pelruaiy U MeHd
CBeCTH C yma?

- Bbl ommnbaerech, moporoi bupoH! Ee Besu-
4eCTBO He COIIIM C YMa. JTO — 1, BEJIUKUM Ma-
TUCTP /IKUOJIOTTH! — IIOCJIBIIIANIACh (QpPaHIy3-
CKad peyb 3HAKOMOIO, TAMHCTBEHHO YYyJTHOTO IO-
JIoca.



VY bupoHa IOAHAINCH BOJIOCHL.

— JDKAOJIOTTU? — BBIPBAJICI Yy HEro HCIIyIraH-
HO-Pa/IOCTHBLIA KPHUK.

BesKoJsieniHasi, MUCTHUYECKHU-CTpallIHas Qu-
rypa BeJIMKOI0 Marucrpa opgeHa «ProaeToBOro
KpecTa» IIpejcTajla Iiepef M3YMJIEHHBIMU AH-
HOoU oaHHOBHOU U ee $paBOPUTOM.

—/Jla, aTO — 4, Ballle UMIIEPaTOPCKOe BeJrye-
CTBO! — CKJIOHMJICA IIpel AHHOU M10aHHOBHOMI Be-
JIMKUN 4Yapofed, ObIBIINU (aKup, II0CTIe Yero
CHsUJI C MU3HHIIA KOJIBIIO U II0/IaJI ero eu, roBo-
pd IO-QpPaHIly3CKU. — ITO KOJIBIO TepIlOTMHU
IOJDKHO OBITH IIepeMeHeHO Ha KOJIbI[0 UMIIepa-
Tpupl. O, Baile BesmuecTBO!.. TaMm, B BeHeruwy,
s He IlepecTaBajl AyMaTh 0 Bac! Ta TaMHCTBeH-
Has CuIa, KOTOpoU g obJiafaro, chesajga BeJId-
yaiilllee UyZo0: Bl CTAJIHM UMIIepaTPUIIEX BCEPOC-
CHUMCKOM.

AnHa MoaHHOBHAa, BCA KpacHes 0T PajoCTHu U
YZ,0BOJIbCTBUSA, 6€CIIOMOIIIHO pa3Besia pyKaMu.

—Bce KosibIla OTHATHL TOTOBA I BaM, — BOC-
KJIMKHYyJIAa OHA, — 3a HWCK/JIIYEHHeM OJHOTIO:
KOJIbIIa MMIIepaTpUIIbl, II0OTOMY UTO S caMa He
uMelo ero elne! BUpoH, HalelTe CKOpee BHHA Ha-
11eMy JOpOroMy I'OCTIO.



JIPKUOJIOTTH BBIIIIJI 3aJIII0M CTaKaH BHUHA.

W Bapyr, UL TOJIBLKO OH [JOIIUJI ero, CMep-
TeJIbHas1 OJIEMHOCTH IOKpbLIA ero Juio. OH
BCKOUYMHJIL, CJIOBHO y>KaJIeHHBINY, 1 KPUKHYJI:

— JloJioM, mOJIOM BCe 3TO!

AnHa MoaHHOBHA W BUPOH TOXKe BCKOYMJIH,
UCIIyTaHHBIE.

—YTo c BaMU? — CIIpoCUI BUpoH.

— CKopee B 3ai1! Ckopee! — 6pocuics ITepBbIU B
TPOHHBIN 3aJ1 [[PKHUOJIOTTH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA COBCeM pacTepsiiachk.

— A 4TO0 TaMm, B 3aj1e? — CIIpOCHJIa OHA.

— BBl yBUMTE TO, UTO IIPOU3OMUET ceifyac, —
HEPBHO BOCKJIUKHYJI /IPKHOJIOTTH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHaA po6KO, HECMEJIO, eJle IIepe-
IBUTasi HOI'M, BOILJIA B TPOHHBIM 3aJ CTapbIX
KeTsiepos, e mapuia TbMa, TaK KaK TEMHO-Ma-
JIMHOBbIE 3aHABECKU Ha OKHaX OBLIU CIIYIeHbI 1
He IIPONyCKaJJIu HU OLHOTO JIyda CBeTa.

— CMoOTpuTe, Ballle BeJIHUYeCTBO! - IIpUKa3sasl
JOKUOJIOTTH.

— Kyna? I Huyero He BUXKY.

U BApYT cy1abblii, HE)KHBIU CBET 03aPHJI 3aJ1.

BupoH 3abbLICA 10 TOTO, YTO IPU /IPKUOJIOTTH
TPOMKO 3aKpHUya:



— CMoTpuTe, AHHA, Ha TPOoH! Ha TPOH CMOTpPH-
Te!

Bech TpoH OBLI SIPKO OCBellleH. Ha TOM MecTe,
IIe HaXOoQUWJIach KypJIsHICKAs repriorckas Kopo-
Ha, Tellepb CBepKaJia, IIepeuBasicCh pagyKHbIMU
OTHSAIMH, POCCHICKasA UMIIepaTopcKas KOpoHa.

Bosie6Hoe BUJIeHHe IIPOI0JDKAJIOCH
HeCKOJIbKO CeKyHJ, II0OTOM MaJso-IIoMajly OTHU
IIOTYXJIH, ¥ 3aJI CHOBA IIOIPY3UJICA B THMY.

— 9TO IIOPAa3UTeJILHO! — BOCKJIUKHYJ BUpoH. —
Ho BOT UTO CKa)kuTe, JOPOro¥ CUHBOP /[PKUO0JIOT-
THU: CKOPO JIK SIBUTCH K €e BeJIMYeCTBY JeIlyTa-
1M OT YWIEHOB BepXoBHOrO coBeTa?

1 0oH 3a’ker BOCKOBOM CIIMYKOM OJHY U3 CBe-
4el B KaHesg0pe.

- /Jla, a, MHe TakK XO0TeJIoCh OBl y3HATH 3TO! —
HEepPBHO BEIPBaJIOCh Y AHHEI I0aHHOBHEI.

JPKHOJIOTTH ITOKJIOHUJICS ¥ IIPOMOJIBHIL:

—JTO BBl YBUAUTE Ccelyac, g II0Ka)Ky BaM Ha
CTeHe IIPUOJIM)KEHHe II0CJI0B, a II0Ka 1 J0JDKeH
3aHATHCA [OPYIMM: 1 O0/DKEeH CIIacTH  Bally
JKU3HBb, bupoH!..

BUpOH OTIIATHYJICA U BOCKJIUKHYJL:

—Kak - cract Moo XKU3HBL? UTO BBl TOBOPHU-
TEe?...



—/la, 1a, BaM yrpokaeT CMepTeJIbHas OIlac-
HOCTh, — IIPOJOJ/DKAJl BeJUKHUl Marucrtp. — Ha
Bac rOTOBUTCA MOKyIlleHUe. O, KaK IbSIBOJIbCKU
XUTPO 33yMaHO OHO!

BupoH, oT/IMyaBIINIICA HaXaJabCTBOM, a ellle
O0JIbIIIE — TPYCOCThI0, CXBAaTHUJI BEJIMKOI'0 Yapo-
Iles 3a PYKY U KpUKHYJL:

— JIDKUOJIOTTH, BO UMA bora, BbI TOJIKHBI CIIa-
cTy MeHs! [ToMHHUTe, UTO MOS JKHU3Hb HY>KHa Poc-
CUU U UTO uMIlepaTpuna AHHa MoaHHOBHA II1e/[I-
PO Harpaaut Bac!

—/la, ma! — IBIJIKO BOCKJIMKHYJIa AHHA HMoaH-
HOBHa. — /leCATKH MWILIHOHOB OyAyT B BallleM
pacIliopspKeHUH, eciv BEI criaceTe >KM3Hb MOEro
BEPHOTO Apyra.

V «KOHI0Xa» IIpOMeJIbKHYJIa MBICJIb:

«A 4UTO, eCJIH OH IIPOCTO 3aIlyIUBaeT MeHS /I
TOT0, YTOOBI ITOOOJIBIIIE COAPAThH?»

-Kro >xe cobupaercsi MOCATHYTH Ha MOIO
’KU3Hb? — IIPUOOOAPUBIINUCH, 3a7aJ OH BOIIPOC
JOKUOJIOTTH.

BestMKU MarucTp oBepHYyJICcd K AHHe HoaH-
HOBHE U TUXO IIPOU3HEC:

—UYeJioBeK, KOTOPBIA cobupascd CcaeaaTbCs
O4YeHb OGJIM3KUM [IJI BacC CYI[eCTBOM.



—-4Yto? Kto ke oH? Heyxenu?... — 1 AuHHa
HoaHHOBHA 3allHyJIaCh, CTpallach IIPOU3HECTU
3TO UM

—Bbl yragmasu, Ballle BeJHMYeCTBO, — CKasasl
JUKHUOJIOTTA. — ITOT 4eyioBeK — Mopuriy CakCoH-
CKHH.

— AX, OH Herogs! — 3arpeMeJ1 BUpoH, 3abbIBasg
BCe IIpaBuJa Ipumianuud. — Ho rme mokasaTesib-
CTBa? ITOT «BBICKOUKA» OCMEJJHUBAETCI IIOCATATH
Ha MeHd, Ha bupoHa! /la 3HaeT JIx OH...

JPKUOJIOTTH, HACMEIIIUBO IIOTJIsA/IeB Ha $aBo-
puTa, BO3pasuiI:

—Hy, KaKoH ’ke OH «BBICKOYKa», JJOPOrou bu-
poH! OH - IapCKOM KpPOBHU. /la BLI He BOJIHYIMA-
Tech: s cIIacy Bac...

EnvHCcTBeHHAass CBeykKa, 3aXoKeHHas bupo-
HOM, II0TyXJIa. Mpak cCHOBa OKyTaJI 3aJI.

- VMmoursito Tebs, Co3gaTessb Mupa, SBU HaM
BeJIMKOe 4yA0 BHUAETH!.. — Hayasjx I10-JIaThIHU
CUJIBHEeHIlee 3aKJINHaHUe XperoB Msuner /Jpxu-
OJIOTTH.

Ha cTeHe 1mosgBuInCh UCKPEL. CeKyHa — U CTe-
Ha ocBeTWJIach QUOJIETOBLIM CBeTOM. Ha aToMm
¢oHe cHauasa csabo, a IIOTOM BCe CHJIbHee U
CWIbHEee CTajla BBIPUCOBBIBAThLCA QUTypa.



— Mopury! — He BeIIep>KaB, KpUKHYJIa AHHA.

ITepeny, TaMHCTBEHHBIM «BUIeHUEeM» — Mopu-
11eM CaKCOHCKHUM — CTOSLI, IIOA060CTPACTHO CKJIO-
HUBIIMNCH, HEOOJIBIIIOI0 POCTa, XYZOIIaBhIM Ue-
JoBeK. OH fep’kajl B pyKe MaJIeHbEKYI0 BOCKOBYIO
¢UTYpKY JIOLIaJX U UTO-TO BKaJIbIBaJl €U B IIpa-
BYIO HOTY.

—Tocmoay, 4TO flesiaeT ¢ 6eTHBIM KUBOTHBIM
9TOT HETOAAN? — BOCKJIMKHYJI BUpOH.

Bupenue ucuessio.

—C pasperreHud Balllero BeJUYecTBa, S IIO-
pocuy 6B Bac B CTOJIOBYHO. ITocie Takoro Ha-
IpsDKeHUs 1 BCEra MMel0 IIPUBBLIUKY BBIIIUTH
CTakaH [00poro BUHA, — YKJIOHYUBO OTBETHI
JIKHUOJIOTTH.

— A BOT HacueT II0COJILCTBA, JOPOTOM CUHBLOP,-

— Hayasia 661710 AHHa FloaHHOBHa.

Ho uapojeii cyxo nepebui ee:

— aitTe Ke MHe BO3MOXHOCTb OTJOXHYTh!

B crosioBOM /IP)KHMOJIOTTH JIEHMCTBUTEJILHO BBI-
U CTakKaH KpacHOTO BUHA. JIeTKUU pyMsHeIl
3aurpaJ Ha ero nnobJieHeBIINX IleKax. Kak HU B
4yeM He ObIBAJIO, CJIOBHO TO, UTO OH CJeJIaJl, IBJIS-
JIOCH IIPOCTHIM (GOKYCOM, BEJTUKHUU MarucTp Ipu-
HSUJICA HEIIPUHYKAEHHO 60JiTaTh, pacCcKasblBas



000 BCceM, 4TO IIPOM3OIILJIO B 3TO BpeMs B Poccuy,
C TAaKUMH IIOIPO6HOCTSIMHU, CJIOBHO OH ObLJI HEIIO-
CpeiCTBEHHEIM OUeBU/LIEM.

— OTKyza BBEI BCe 3TO 3HaeTe, CUHBOP [KHO-
JIOTTU? — TUBMUJIaCh AHHA MloaHHOBHA.

—/la BeZIb s >Ke Bce BpeMs ObLI 3/1eCh, Y Bac, B
Poccuun.

—-Kak Tak?! - npusckoums BuUpoH. — Benpb g
Ircajs BaM B PUM U B BeHel(uio?

— CoBepIIIeHHO BEPHO: BBI IIMCAJIH, HO HE MHE,
a MoeMy IBOMHUKY.

— KakoMy gBOMHUKY?! — IIpoxXpuIiesa BUpoH. —
PasBe eCThb ellje KaKOW-HUOYAL BTOPOU /IKHO-
JIOTTH?

— Hert, Ipyroro Her...

— BBIL... BBEI HM3eBaeTeCch Haf0 MHOM? — KPUK-
HYJI BUPOH.

— U He gymaro.

—Tak Kakoro >ke uepra BBl I'OBOPUTE, YTO I
mycaJ BalieMy IBOMHUKY?

-4 1 HacTauBaw Ha 3TOM, — CIIOKOMHO OTBe-
THI JIPKUOJIOTTH.

l'eprioruHg IJIyIIO XJIOIIajJIa CBOMMHU MAaJIOBEI-
pasuTeJbHBIMU I1a3aMU. OHa POBHO HUYEIO He
IIOHMMaja, HO TOJBKO UyBCTBOBajla, 4YTO ee



IPHCT CEPAUTCH.

— 1 Bac crrpaluBaro B IIOCJIeSHUM pa3: KOMY g
nycaJst Imucbma?... — BCTaJa BUpOH.

— Muel..

—Tak Kak ke BbI TOBOPUTE, YTO BEI BCe BpeMsd
HaxogWIuch B Poccuu?

YV BupoHa Ha ry6ax HIpOCTyIIMIa IleHa TOTO
OUKOI0, HeoOy3[aHHOTO THeBa, KOTOPBHIM BIIO-
C/IeCTBUM 3aCTaBJIsJI TpeIleTaTh IIOYTH BCH
Poccuro.

-V Bac 04eHb KOPOTKas I1aMATh, JOPOroy bu-
poH! - HacMeILIMBO IIpousHec /[PKHMOJIOTTH. —
KaskeTcs, 1 BaM yKe IIOSICHUJI, UTO TaKoe PaszBo-
eHHe JIMYHOCTHU. SI BO BCAKYI0O MUHYTY MOIY OJ-
HOBpPEMEHHO HaXOIUTHCS B PasJIMUYHBIX MeCTax.
Bce 3ro Bpems /[PKUOJIOTTHU-MOJIEKYJIBI OBLIN
TaM — U B PuMe u B BeHeniuu, HO Qurron-/[PKUO-
JIOTTA He IIOKHJaJI Balllell HeOOBbATHON HMIIe-
pun.

B Bephb CTOJIOBOM KTO-TO IIOUTHUTEJIHHO-POO-
KO II0CTy4aJIcs.

— Borigute! — 1mo-HeMeIIKU KPUKHYJI BUpoH.

— AX, Ballle CUATEJbCTBO, KaKOe HecuacThe! —
BOCKJIUKHYJI JIIOOMMBIX KOHIOIIIEHHBIN «KOHIO-
Xa».



—YT0 Takoe? — CIIpoCuI BUpOoH.

— JpHeCcTHHa, Ballla JII06KMMas JIollaab, ObeT-
s, KaK UCCTYILJIEHHA. .

— ITouemMy? — BCIIBIXHYJI paBOPUT.

—Ee mopgkoBas Macrtep... He 3Haro, 4TO IIPO-
M30IIJI0O C HeH, HO TOJBKO OHAa XPHIIHT, APO-
KUT...

— Kto nmogxosriBa1? ®paHir?

—Het, Bamre cUATeJbCTBO... MOKeT OBITb,
KTO-JIN00 U3 eT0 [IOMOIIIHUKOB.

—Crynaii! A celiuac mpuay. — BUpoH 3acye-
THWICA U 00paTHiIcd K [PKHUOJIOTTH: — XOTUTE II0-
CMOTPETH MOIO KOHIOIITHIO?

BesIMKHUIT MarucTp, BHIIPSAMUBIINCL BO BeCh
pocT, cKasai:

— C ogHUM yciaoBHeM, BUpOH.

- C kakum?...

—Ecim Tyzma IoMeT WM ee BBICOUECTBO, a Te-
Iepb y>Ke ee HMMIIepaTOpCKoe BespuecTBO. OHA
TaK JIFOOHUT JIOIIAIEeH. .

AnHa MoaHHOBHA COIJIacHUIach, ¥ OHU OTIIPa-
BUJIVICH BTPOEM.

B BeJIMKOJIEITHOM KOHIOIIIHE, 3TOM U3JIH00JIeH-
HOM JieTHUIlle BUpoHa, 6BIJIO CYX0, YUCTO, CBETJIO.
[IpeBOCXOHAs JIOLIalb 6MIaCh B cyoporax. OHa



0COOEHHO JipbIrasia IIpaBOi HOTOM.

—Mog Mmia dpHectuHa! UTo ¢ TO60M, MOS
IIpeJiecTh? — IIPOU3HeC BUPOH U X0TeJsl GBLIO IIO0-
TOUTH K JIOIIIAa/H.

Ho mopory emy 3aropoaui J>KHOJI0TTH.

—OcraBbTe! Hu 1mary pmasee, BUpoH! — BjacT-
HO IIPOU3HEC OH.

— JTO I0YeMy Ke? — BCIILIXHYJI GaBOPHUT.

—IloToMy 4TO 3/eCh Ballla CMePTh...

—T'me? — B3gporuys1 U saTpsicca bUpoH.

JPKHUOJIOTTH THUXO IIIEITHYJI eEMY:

— A BUleHUe Ha CTeHe 3a0bLIN?

B 3Ty MHHYTY B KOHIOIIIHIO BOIIIeJ CTapUK
dpaHir.

—Kakoro pgpsBojia THI IIOCJIaJ KOBAThb OJpHe-
CTUHY, CTapbI¥ MOIIIEHHUK? — I'Py0b0, KaK HaCTO-
IITUY KOHIOX, 3a0paJji BUpoH.

Crapeii PpaHI mobJiefHeJ He CTOJBKO OT
CTpaxa, CKOJbKO OT OOHUABI, U APOKAILUM TOJIO-
COM CKasaJL:

—3TO - MOUH HOBBIM IIOMOIIHUK, Ballle CU4-
TeJILCTBO... OH y’Ke IIOAKOBAJI He OJHY JIOIIa/b...
51 ocraBaJsics IOBOJIEH ero paboToOM, U TaK KakK
MHe He3[JOPOBUTCH, TO 1 U IIOPYUYMJ eMy JpHe-
CTUHY.



— OH 1aBHO IIOCTYIIWJI K BAM IIOMOIITHUKOM? —
CIIPOCUJI /IPKUOJIOTTH.

— Het, HefTaBHO, OKOJIO JBYX HeJleJlb TOMY Ha-
3an, — npobopMoTasa PpaHIy, ¢ UCIIYTOM IS Ha
6uBIIyIOCA JoaAb. OH IIOJOIIesI, HeKHO U JIac-
KOBO IIOCBUCTHIBasd, K JIOIIaAU KU HAKJIOHHUJICH
HaJ| ee IpaBOM 3aJHel HOTOU. — Hy, HY, He HaJQ,
Mod xXopoirass IpHectuHal.. IlocToi... mocroi! A
IIOCMOTPIO, UTO HaJeJsaJ C TOOOM 3TOT IJIYIIbIA
ocCeJI...

U TyT, IpeXkae yeM KTO JIMOO ycCIesJ BBIMOJI-
BUTH CJIOBO UJIU BCKPUKHYTbH, IIPOMU3OIII0O HEUTO
CTpalllHOe: JpHeCTUHA W30 BCel CUJIBI JIATHYJIA
cTtaporo ®paHIia. YKacHBIN yzap IIPUIIIeJICI B TO-
JIOBY, U IIOCJIeTHSIS BMUT obpaTuiach B 6ecop-
MEeHHVI0 KpOBaByI0 Maccy. CMepTh Kydepa Oblia
MOMeHTaJIbHa.

AnHe MoaHHOBHE CZes1ajIoCh AYPHO, TaK YTO
JPKHUOJIOTTH TOJDKeH ObLI IIOJepKaTh ee, MHaUe
OHa ymaJa OBl

— boke MOH, UTO Ke 3TO TaKoe?... — BOCKJIHK-
HYJI BUpOH.

— BOT 4TO 1IpefCcTOosI0 BaM, AOPOroii BUpoH, —
OTBeTHJ yapojeu. — He mpaBra ik, KaK XUTPO
OBLJIO IIPUAYMaHO?



— Jla 06BSICHUTE BCE TOJIKOM!

—ToT 4esioBeK, KOTOPHIN ITOCTYIIMJI ITOMOIII-
HUKOM K HecuacTHOMY ®PpaHIly, — He KTO HMHOW,
KaK IIO[OCIaHHBIM yOuiiria. 3Has Bally 6e3yM-
HYI0 JII0OO0BB K JIOIIaZsAM, Ballld Bpark U pellu-
JIU CBITPaTh Ha 3TOM.

—Ho 4T0 >Ke OHU cfeJsiaiv ¢ Moeir 6eTHOMI Ip-
HEeCTUHOMI?

— Heropsi1 BCIIPBICHYJI €M 10/ KOXKY 57, 06J1a-
TarOINi CBOMCTBOM BBI3HIBATH CUJILHEUIIINE CY-
moporu. Yaca yepes moJiTopa Jiolragb majeT, TaK
4TO0 BBI, BUPOH, Jydllle IIPUCTPEIUTE ee, IIpeKpa-
TUTe ee CcTpajaHud. Hy-c, Tak IIaH OBLI TaKOB.
Bama Jsiro6umas Jiomanab 3abosieBaeT. KoHeuHO,
Bbl IIOMHTEpecyeTeCh IIOCMOTPETh, UTO C HeW.
OHa CTpallHo ApbIraeT IIpaBoX HOTOM. Brl 3auH-
TepecyeTeCh U, 3a0bIB OCTOPO’KHOCTh, HAKJIOHU-
TeChb. ITOTO LOBOJIBLHO. bellleHBIM yapoM OTPaB-
JIEHHOe >KUBOTHOE CHeCeT Balll Uepell C TOJIOBHI,
4TO U CJIYYUIIOCH C 6eTHBIM CTapPUKOM.

—UepT BO3BMH, KaKhe Heroadu!— sarpemest
BupoH. — 91, BEI BCe, IICHI U HETOISU, OL[eIIUTh
Bech 3aMOK! VIcKaTh IIOBCIOIY IIPOKJISITOTO YOUI-
my!

— BBl cracsiy )KU3Hb MOeMy BEpHOMY [IpYIY,



CUHBOP /Xuo0oTTH. Kak MHe O6Jarofapurhb
Bac! — BockyinKHyJs1a AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

—/Jla, ma, BEI CIIacJIM MHe >KU3HB! f HUKOrIa
He 3a0yZy 3TOro, — ropsiyo IIporsHec ¥ bUPOH.

Xl
MpubbiTHE NOCNOB

Kor,aa BEpHYJIMCH B 3aMOK, AHHa MloaHHOBHaA,
HeCMOTps Ha IIepe’KUToe BOJIHeHHe, 00paTH-
Jlacb CHOBa K /DKHOJIOTTH C IIPOCBOOM «IIOTa-
IaTb» O TOM, KOIZla IIPOM30MAET JOJITOKIaHHOe
COOBITHE — IIPHe3]| II0CJIOB.

— CeroHs — OTBETHJI TOT.

— Martymku! /la Hey>Kesi? BoT pafocTh! — UH-
CTO ITO-PYCCKH, 110-6a0bM BOCKIUKHYJIa TePIOTH-
Hd. — A MOJKeT, He IPHELYT?

—byasTe yBepeHEBI, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, IIPH-
eyT CerOJHsd ¥ OYeHb CKOPO.

ITo ciy4yaro IpasgHHKa U IIPEKPACHOM, M-
KOHM IIOTOZBI, IIOYTH BCe JKUTEJHU MUTaBbl HaXo-
OUINCH Ha YIUIAX U IUIOLIAAAX. YacThb OCTOIIO-
YTeHHEIX TOPO’KaH M TOPOKaHOK pasbesrkajia B
COOCTBEHHBIX «BBIe3/laXx», [ApPyTHe IIPOTYJIHBA-
JIUCH IIEIITKOM.



Y Bapyr B pasrap 3TOro YJIMYHOIO ABMOKEHUS
IIOSBUJIMCh OBICTPO MYalljyiecs [Be II0BO3KH, 3a-
IIpsDKeHHBIe I10 IIIeCTH JIoIafed Kakzas. B 11o-
BO3KaxX BUJHEJIMCh BaKHble, Ha/IMeHHbIEe QUTY-
PBL, 0UEBUAHO, «60sIp» (B MUTaBe BCeX PYCCKUX
BeJIbMO>K-CAaHOBHHUKOB BCe BpeMs Ha3bIBaIU 60-
sgpamu). Obe IIOBO3KU OBLIM OKPY’KeHBI BEPXO-
BBIMU COJIIaTaMU B OJiecTdInel popme.

MuTaBIibl PTHI PA3UHYJIN U CTaJIH raflaTh, YTO
OBl TOJDKHO O3HayaThb CTOJIb HEOXKUJAHHOEe II0-
sIBJIeHHe PYCCKUX «60sp», COIAAT — CJI0BOM, ITO-
I'0 JUKOBHMHHOIO II10€31a.

—B 3amoxk exnyt! K reprioruHe! — CIBIIIAINCE
Bo3rjacel B Tojre. — C KaKUMH TaKHMH BeCTd-
mu?

A KopTexx Bce 6irKe U OJIMDKe IIofbeskal K
cTapoMy 3aMKy KeTyiepos.

C CWJIbHO OBIOIIMCSA CepALleM, IIOYTH ApokKa
OT BOJIHEHUd, cTossia AHHA MoaHHOBHA Y OKHa
3asa. OzieTa oHa ObLyIa B IIapajHoe IUIaThe U B
MaHTHIO, IIOJOUTYH0 TOpPHOCTaeM; Ha TIO0JIOBe
CBepKaJia repliorckas KOpoHa.

BupoH, B mmapaJjHOM MyHAUpe o6ep-KaMmepre-
pa, cTos1 mmos3azu AHHBEI MMOaHHOBHEL. Ero JIUIT0
II0/lepTUBaJIOCh CYZOpPOraMH BOJIHEHUS U OBLIO



0JIeTHO.

—OHHu yXe Bbexaau, IpHCT! CMOTPH, CMOT-
pH! — BoJIHOBasIaCh repI{OrUHs.

— 5 BHXKYy, Ballle BBICOYECTBO... BOT IIepBBEIM
BbLIe3aeT M3 IIOBO3KM KHA3b /mutpuit ['osu-
IIbIH, a BOT U ero 6par... [ocmogu 60ke!.. ¥ cam
Anexceit [loiaropykuii?! Korma e OHH Clle-
JIUCH?...

— X Hamo BCTPETUTE, JPHCT?

—Pasymeerca. S BcTpeuy MX Ha IIEPBBIX CTY-
IeHAX JeCTHUIBl. He BosHyHNTech, AHHA, BHI
IOJ/DKHBI OBITH HEBOSMYTHMMO IIOKOMHEI U BeJIU-
YeCTBEHHEI.

JPKHUOIOTTH, KOTOPBIM HaXO[HJICA TYT JKe, I10-
noles K AHHe MloaHHOBHE U, I10/aB €l MaJIeHb-
KYIO 30JI0TYI0 PIOMKY, CKa3aJI:

— BBl OUeHB B3BOJIHOBAHEI, Ballle BICOYECTBO.
BolmeiiTe 3TO — ¥ BBl II0UYBCTBYeTe Ce6s BEJIUKO-
JIETIHO.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 6/1arofapHoO B3IVIAHYJIAa Ha
HET0 U BBIMWJIA COLEPIKUMOe PIOMKH.

C HU3KUM IPUIBOPHEIM IIOK/JIOHOM BCTPETHII
«KOHIOX» ITOCJIOB.

—Ee BBICOUECTBO, YBUJEB IIPUOJIMKEHUE
CTOJIb BBICOKHUX W IIOYETHBIX IOCTEH, IIOpyYHJIa



MHe CKOpee BCTPeTHUTEL BacC, BAIll CUATEJILCTBA,-
— BKpag4YuBO IIpOM3HeC bHUPOH.

—A-a, rocrnoguH ob6ep-kameprep bupoH!-
TPOMKO IpousHec [Mutpuii 'osuiisiH. — BecbMa
pazbl BUZIETh BacC, & ee BBICOYECTBO 6JIarofapum
3a IIOYETHBIN IIPHEM.

Bce Tpoe 06MeHSIUCH C TaMHBIM JIPYIOM Tep-
IIOTMHU PYKOIIOKATUAMH.

- B no6poM Jiu 3jpaBUU U3BOJIMT IIPeOLIBATH
ee BBICOYECTBO? — OCBEIOMUJICI KHA3b AJleKcel
JlOJITOPYKUT.

—IIo MIJIOCTH BCeMOTYIIero bora ee BELICOUe-
CTBO BIIOJIHE 3[J0pP0OBa, — OTBETUJI BUPOH.

— IIpesxze yeM HaM IIpefCTaTh IIepe], ee BLICO-
4ecTBOM, JIHOOE3HBIM TOCIIOZUH bBHpoH, Ham
OIIpaBUTHCA OBl HAZ0, — IPOU3HECIN KHA3BS [0-
JIUITBIHEL

—IIpomy Bac, Balllkd CHUATEJILCTBA, CIeL0BaTh
3a MHOM! — BHOBb HU3KO IIOKJIOHUJICSI BUPOH.

OH BeJIMKOJIEITHO UIpaJl Pojb POOKOIO, IIO-
KOpPJIUBOTO CJIYI'H CBOEM IIOBEJIUTEJIbHHUIILL.
Jlep3sKuii, HaJMeHHBIM (QaBOPUT Cpa3y CTyIlle-
BaJICA B HEM.

JTO, IIO-BUAMMOMY, IIPOM3BEJIO OTJIMYHOE
BIIeUaT/JIeHHe Ha CIIECHUBBIX BeJIbMOJK-«BEPXOB-



HUKOB», KOTOPEIE B 3TU CMYTHEIE THU SBJISLINCH
$aKTUUEeCKUMU X03sieBaMU — IIpaBUTEeJSIMU Poc-
CUU.

«[Tociam» OBLIIO OTBEZIEHO IIOMellleHUe CTapo-
ro KypJITHACKOTO IepIiora, ¥ 34ecb OHU MOIJIH
OIIPaBUTHCA I1I0CJIE TOPOTH, 00JIAYUTHCI B ITapa/l-
Hble TyaseTbl. 3a00TJIMBOCTHL U IIpeayIIpelu-
TeJIbHOCTh BMpOHa IIPOCTEPJIUCE 0 TOIO, UTO B
OXOTHHUYbEM KabuHeTe ObLI 3apaHee IIPUTOTOB-
JIeH CTOJI, YCTABJIEHHBIM JIYUIIIMUMU BUHAMHU U
IPUXOTIAUBLIMU ICTBAMU.

—He yromHo ju, Balllk CUATeJIBCTBA, IIOIKpe-
OUTLCA II0CJe [JIMHHOM, YTOMUTEJBLHOM TOpPO-
ru? — IpeJio>Kuil bupoH.

OH 3Has ciaabocTh MUuaAiiero I'oydIbiHA U
Ajexces /loJITOPYKOI0O K BUHY.

—-4YT0o X, MO’XHO, — OTBETHJIL OHHU. — BEI-—
O4YeHb 00s13aTeJIbHBIN YeJIOBEK, TOCIIOAUH bBu-
poH. MEI 1mocTapaeMcs OTIUIATUTH BaM 3a Ballle
MUTABCKOE TOCTEIIPUMMCTBO. AX, eCJUd OBl BBI
TOJIBKO 3HAJIU, C KAKUM [eJIOM I103KaJI0BAJIN MBI
croma!

«0O ocJnbl, ocsabl! Bel MHe oTiiaTuTe! HeT, BEI
BOT IIOIVIAAUTE, KaK g BaM OTILIady!» — IIpOHEC-
Jlach B T0JIOBe BUpoHa 3J100HO-TOp’KeCTBYIOIas



MBICJIb.

ITpo1mI0 HECKOJIBKO BpeMEeHHU.

—Bamre BpICOUECTBO M Ballla CBETJIOCTBH! —
3BYYHO IIpOoM3HeCc BUpOH, pacnaxuBasi IBeph B
TPOHHBIN KeTTJIEPOBCKUHU 3ajI. — FIMero BBICOKOE
CYacTbe OIIOBECTUTHL BacC O IIPUOBITUU BBICOKHUX
U CJIaBHBIX YWIEHOB BepXO0BHOTO TaWHOTO COBETA:
KHs134 J[0JITOPYKOT0 U KHA3eH [0JIUIbIHEIX.

IlepBBIM 3a BUpoHOM cTOsSI AJjiekceit Jl0JIro-
PYKHH, 4yTh-4yTh I103aAu — 06a 6pata ['oIUIlbI-
Hbl. AHHa MoaHHOBHA CUJlesla HA CBOEM CKPOM-
HOM IepIIOrCKOM TPOHe.

— 51 6osiee yeM pajia BUIETh BacC, TOCIIO/A KHH-
3bd!l.. — Ba)KHO IIPOM3HEC/IA OHA.

Bce Tpoe momonui K «3axygajgoMy» TPOHY H,
IIPUBETCTBYS I'ePIIOIMHIO, IIOIeJI0BAJIU ee IIyX-
JIVIO PYKY.

— Haxomurtech Jjid BEI, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, B
nobpoM 3mpaBUU? — IIpousHec AMuTpui I'osu-
IIbIH. — Exyuu crofia, MbI Bce BpeMs MOJIUIU T'oc-
noza bBora 06 aTom.

- Cnacubo, KHA3H /JIMUTpHUU, S 340poBa. A
exesi Obl ¥ ObLIa 60JIbHA, KaKass KOMY OT TOTO
Ieyasb MOIJIa IIPUKIIOYUTHCSA?

—VYmacu Bboske! Baillla ’>KM3HB, Ballle BBICOUE-



CTBO, JAparoleHHa ajas Poccuu!.. — TOp>KeCTBEH-
HO cKa3aJI /[0JITOPYKUH.

—Mog XusHb [AparoneHHa i1 Poccuu? —
ycMexHysach AHHA MoaHHOBHA. — 3TO [JaBHO
jn? C xakux nop? U urto Takoe g, 3a6bITad ILIe-
MAHHHUIA BEJIHUKOIO roCyAaps, COCIaHHas CHJa,
B UYXOHCKYI0 MuraBy?

—Balre BBICOYECTBO! — BBICTYIIMJI KHA3H
Amutpuit T'osuripiH. — To, 4YTO BBl U3BOJIMIH
IIPOU3HECTH, eCTh Cyllas IIpasja. Heroxke 65110
Tak Geccep/ieuHo II0CTYIIATh C IJIEMIHHUILIEN Be-
JIMKOI'0 MMIlepaTopa. BemoMo HaM Bce, UTO IIpe-
TepIlesiu Bl B 3TH CEMHAAIIATE JIeT 3aTOYEeHUS B
Muwurase. Ho Hama jib B TOM BHHA? PasBe MBI 5B-
JISLJIUCH PacHopsuTe/IIMU cyzeb ummnepuu? Yto
MBI MOIJIM IIOfeJaTh, KOIZia UM BHEJIU HeIpas-
Iy? He xopuTe ’ke HAC 3a 3TO, Ballle BEICOYECTBO!

- CripaBe[/IMBO CKasaJl 6OpaT, — IIPOMOJIBHII
IpyTrou I'oIUITBLIH.

— BepHo!.. — B3I0XHYJI KHA3b /I0JITOPYKUIA.

— A Tellepb MBI 00513aHBI COOOIIIUTE BaM: HUM-
nepatop Iletp BTopoi AjiekceeBHMUY CKOHYAJICH.
Bemomo BaMm cue?

— Begomo.

— A BejoMO JIH BaM, YTO Y HaC HeT II0Ka HOBO-



ro umMmieparopa?

— MW ato BeoMo, — TBep/0 IIpou3Hecga AHHA
HNoaHHOBHA.

— Mgl, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, SIBUJIMCH K BaM IIO
IIOPYYEHUI0 YWIeHOB BepXOBHOT0O TailHOIO COBe-
Ta, — HavaJ ouaTh AMUTpui l'omuiieid. — Ilociae
KOHYMHBI ero BeJin4yecTBa BO3SHUK BOIIPOC: KOMY
clexyeT HacjleloBaTh KOPOHY POCCHUMCKyr. U
BOT TOTZa s IIePBBIM IIOJAJI CBOM IOJIOC 3a Bac.
[IpaBay g TOBOPIO? — 06epHYyJICA ['OJIHIIBIH K Opa-
Ty U Jl0JITOPYKOMY.

—IIpaBza... TBoe 3TO Zesto, KHA3b JIMUTPUY, —
OTBETHJIU 06a.

— BrI BUUTe, Ballle BLICOYECTBO, UTO 1 HU Ha
MUHYTY He 3a0bIBajJl 0 TOM, KOTOpass TOMUTCI B
MuraBe, — 0 IUIEMIHHUIIE BEJIMKOTO0 TOCyAaps.

— Crracu60! — BEIPBaIOCh y TePIIOTHHU.

Kus3s T'oITMIBIH IIPO0JDKAIL:

—OpHOMYy bBory M3BeCTHO, CKOJIBKO TPYZHO
MHe U TeM, KOTOpble pasfessyii MOU B3IJIAABI,
OTCTAaUBaTh I[APCKHUU IIpecToJI Aj1d Bac. Ho s 3To
cmenan. EciM BaM YrofHO, BBl C CETOJHSAIIHET0
IOHA — MMIlepaTpUIla BCEpOCCHMCKasA. MBI IIpHU-
Be3JIM BaM KOpPOHY.

—Mne?! - BockiIHKHyJa AHHA HMoaHHOBHA.



OHa xoTejla YTO-TO CKasaTh ellje, HO He MOIJIa
y>Ke: CHJIbHOE€ HalIpsDKeHHe HEPBOB paspellr-
JIOCh UCTEePUKOM. — A-a-a-a-ax!.. A-a-ax!.. — 3a6u-
JIach OHAa Ha TPOHe.

[Iponsonuia I1aHUKa. Bce OPOCH/IKNCH IIOMO-
raTb 6yAyIed uMiepaTpuile.

dpeityinHa MeHTI/IeH COBCeM pacTepsiyiachk.

Ho Bapyr cay4dusioch 4ynmo: cpasy, MOMEH-
TalbHO, AHHA IMoaHHOBHA BBIIPAMUHJIACE BO
BEChb POCT U C COBEPIIIEHHO CIIOKOMHOM YJILIOKOM
o6paTHIachk K II0cjIaM:

—IJTO Takx... IIyCTIKH... XyI0 CO MHOM CJeJia-
JIOCh... Tak BBI KOPOHY MHE IIPUBE3JIHU?

—/la, Ballle BBICOYECTBO, — HU3KO CKJIOHUJICA
TonmunpiH. — OGUH POCYEepK Ilepa — U BEI — HMIIe-
parpuia.

—A 4UTO Xe g IOJDKHA IIOANHCATH? — KaK-TO
0CO6EHHO 3K3aJIbTHUPOBAHHO CIIPOCHJIA TePIIOTH-
Hi.

—Bot 3Ty 6ymary! YrogHo BaleMy BBICOUe-
CTBY BBICJAYIIATL cofepskaHue ee? MEI IIpefny-
IIpeskAaeM Bac, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, YTO 3TO — BO-
JIA Hapoza.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHaA MoOJIYa COIVIACHJIaCh Ha
IpoYTeHHe U, KOIZla UTeHHe OrpaHUYUTeIbHOHR



TpaMOTBI OKOHYHMJIOCH, TOTYAC Ke IIOAITKCaJia ee.

X1l
B Mockse. «<OctepmaH pabotaeTt»

TEHJIO, TOP>KeCTBEHHO, CO 3BOHOM KOJIOKOJIOB
BCeX COpOKa COPOKOB, BCTpeTmsia IlepBoripe-
cTosIbHast AHHY I0aHHOBHY.

XoTd HapoAy u3bpaHue ee Ha IIApPCTBO U Ka3a-
JIOCh KAaKUM-TO [AWKOBUHHBIM, YYAHBIM, HEIIO-
HATHBIM — KTO 3HAaJI 0 Hel, 3aXyJajioi reprioruHe
KypisgHackoi? — TeM He MeHee HAapOI pPagoBajl-
Cs1, YTO MOSIBUJIACH ITapcKas BJIAcCTh, @ He BJIAaCTh
OJJHUX «BEPXOBHUKOB».

JlOJITOpYKHe IIOCEJIMJINCE OKOJIO IIOKOEB AH-
HbI 1I0aHHOBHBI ¥ HUKOT'0 He IIyCKaJIU K Hel 6e3
ceosl.

Jly11 OBIBIIel replioruHU KypiIsHACKOM II0JIY-
YWJIOCh 3aTOUeHUe ellle Oojiee TATOCTHOe, YeM
MUTaBCKOe.

bupoHn ormpasuicad K OcrepMaHy. Belmkuit
OUIUIOMAT 3aKaHuuBaJ Oecefy, II0-BUAUMOMY,
BecbMa Ba’KHYH, C KHA3eM UepKacCKUM, KOTO-
pbIfi OBIBaJl y HEro IIOYTH eKeJHEeBHO. ITOT
KHI3b YepKacCKUl, IIpefCTaBUTE]b «IILISAXeT-



CTBa»-IBOPSIHCTBA, CTPAILIHBIM 60ray, HO YeJio-
BEK B BBICOKOM CTeIleHU OrpaHUYeHHBIH, ChIrpaJl
HM3BECTHOIO pojJia poJib B YHUUTOKEHUH 3aMBbIC-
JIOB «BEPXOBHUKOB» 00 OTpaHUYEHUU I[apCKOU
BJIACTH.

—Iogoxxmute, IpHCT MIBaHOBUY, 1 celyac K
BalllUM ycayraM, — 6pocui OctepmaH BupoHy. —
HTakK, KH43b, BEI He CTpycuTe?

—Yro BBI! UTO BEI! KOHEUHO, HET...

- IIpues>kaiiTe KO MHe BeuepkoM. Hazo 6yzet
0 MHOTOM ellle JI0TOBOPUThCS, — OKOHUYMII Geceny
OcTtepMaH.

Uepkacckuil yexajs, efBa B3IJIIHYB Ha BHpo-
Ha ¥ HaJMeHHO KUBHYB eMy T0JIOBOM. BIiocies-
CTBHUM 3TOT HaJMEeHHBIN KUBOK [IOPOT0O 06OIIIeI-
Cs1 KHASIO.

— 4 ceifuac xouy IpoexaTh K AHHe 10aHHOB-
He, bupoH, —Havag OcTepMaH.

-1 He BUJesI ee BOT y>Ke HECKOJIbKO JHeH, —
YIPIOMO IIpOHU3HeC bUPOoH.

— BBl Xe He yBepuTe MeHs, JOPOTOM IJPHCT
VMBaHOBHY, YTO 3TO 4Yepecyyp OropyaeTr Balle
cepALe? — TUX0 paccMmestics OcTepMaH. — A IIPO-
CTO Bac pasbupaeT GeIlleHCTBO, YTO OKOJIO Hee
Tellepb HaXOQUTECH HE BEI, 4 9TU IIbSHLIE 3BEPU.



BepHo?

— Jla! — pesko oTBeTHJ BUpOH.

— Huyero He 1opesaeits, bBUpoH, Hafo0 II0TEp-
neTs. IlycTh Bce AyMarT, 4YTO $aBOPUT IepPIlOrHU-
HU, KOI7la OHA CheJjiajlaCb UMIIepaTpUIlel, II0JIY-
YT YUCTYI0 OTCTABKY.

BUpOH XpUILIO pacCMesiyICs.

— HaM HaJi0 BeCTH HAaIlly UI'Py OYeHb TOHKO! —
npousHec OcrepMaH. — EciIM MBI XOTHM OIIU-
paThCsa Ha ABOPSHCTBO M Ha BOMCKO, YTOOBI YHU-
YTOXKUTH OrPaHUYUTEIbHYI0 I'PaMoTy, 1a U Bechb
9TOT BepXOBHBIM TalHBIN COBET, TO HEOOXO[U-
MO, UT0OBI HU IBOPSIHCTBO, HU BOMCKO, HU IyXO-
BEHCTBO He 0OOsIMCH 0COOEHHO Hac, HeMIIEB. A
TO OHU OYAYT TaK paccyXgaTh: «OCBOOOJUM MBI
TOCYIaphIHIO OT BJIACTHBIX KHS3eM-BeJIbMOJXK, aH,
IJIAMUING, B JIallbl K HEeMIlaM IIorageM! A jydire
JIL OT TOro OyJeT? Te BCe >Ke — Halllhd PYCCKUE,
CBOH, a 3TU HeMIIbl — 6acypMaHe!» [loHHUMaere,
bupon?

«KOoHI0X» M0JI4a KUBHYJI TOJIOBOM.

—Bbl B 0CO6EHHOCTH J0JDKHBI CTYIIeBaThCH,-

— npopospkaa OctepMaH. — O TOM POJIH, KOTO-
PyI0 BBI UTpajiu IIpU IjapeBHe-replioTuHe AHHe
HoaHHOBHe, 3HalOT OYeHL MHOTHe.



* * %

Beakuil pas, korga OcTepMaH IIOSBIISJICS BO
IBOpIle, JIHIla KHA3eH /lOJITOPYKHX BBITATHBA-
Juchb. OHM HeHaBHJeJIU ero, HO U CTPAIIHO 60s-
JIUCh — OOSIJIUCH €r0 IOPasUTeJIBHO OCTPOIO yMa,
H3BOPOTJIMBOCTH, IOBKOCTH...

— Kak 4yBCTByeT cebs ee BeJIMUeCTBO? — OCBe-
nomuiica OctrepMaH y Ajekces /[0JIropykoro.

— OnoyuBaeTt, KaXkeTcs, — OTBETUJI TOT.

—-Hy, Huuero, g pasbyxy ee!- yJIbIOHYyJICA
OcTtepMaH.

J0JITOPYKUI He BbIep>Kasl U CIIPOCHIL:

— CKaKuTe, Halll BeJIMKUU OpaKyJsL[27] o ueM
9TO BBI CTOJIb IIPOJO/DKUTEIBHO OeceflyeTe C UM-
mepaTpHUIlein?

—A Bac moyeMmy 3TO TaK HMHTepecyeT, Ballle
CUATEJILCTBO? — HACMEIIJIMBO YJIBIOHYJICI OcTep-
MaH.

JL0JITOPYKHUI CMeITasICcsd, HO TOTYaC OTBETHIL:

— Her, 1 IpOCTO TaK II0JIF060IIBITCTBOBAI.

— Berymag Ha mpectoJs, AHHA MloaHHOBHA JKe-
JIaeT IIOYYHUTHCSI KOe-KaKOM roCy/apCTBEHHO-IIO-
JINTUYECKONM MYJPOCTH, — IIpojgo/pKanx Ocrep-
MaH. — 3Has MeHs, KakK OIIBITHOIO B CHX JeJsax
QUILIOMAaTa, OHa U BbIpasuia TpeboBaHUe, 1a0bl



g obyyar ee...

—I'M... — yXMBUIBHYJICI B 6Gopoxy /loyropy-
KUU. — OcobeHHO 4ero ke ey craparbcs? /[eia-
MU IOCyJapCTBeHHBIMHU He OfHa OHa, Yau, OyzeTr
BeaTk.

OcTepMaH IIENHYJI Ha YX0 l0JITOPpyKOMY:

—/la OHa U coBCeM He Oy/leT BefjaThb HU 0 YeM,
KH3b AjleKcell. PasBe MBI He CBsI3aJIH ee II0 PY-
KaM | 110 Horam?

JInno l0JIropyKoro IIpocBeTJIeIO.

— 3HA4UT, Bhl B HAIlled IMapTUU? — BOCKJIUK-
HYJI OH.

— A TO B ubel Xe? PasBe 41— He WieH BepXos-
HOI'0 TaMHOro coBeTa? MM BBl UCKIHOYUIN Me-
Hd OTTyHa?...

TyT JJOJITOPYKUM KPEeIIKO II0yKaJI PYKY BeJIu-
KOT0 JUILIOMAaTa U IIPOU3HEC:

—B TaxoM ciydyae HaJ0 AeHCTBOBATH 340/ HO.
BemoMo i BaM, BeJIMKHH OpakyJ, 4YTO IIO
MockBe XOJAT II0 pyKaM II0AMeTHEIe ITuchbMa?

—BegoMo!.. — crokoitHO oTBeTHI OCTepMaH.

— A 4TO IIMCaHO TaM, 3HaeTe?

OcTepMaH BMECTO OTBeTa BBIHYJI JIUCTOK OY-
Maru y, IIpoTIHyB ero /JoJIropykomy, CIIpOCHI:

— OTHO U3 3TUX, KHA3b AJIeKCe?



Jlosropykuii coBceM o6omitesl. OH HECKOJIBKO
CEeKYHJ MoJ4as, a II0OTOM TPEeBOXXHO BOCKJIHK-
HYJL:

— U BreI, OCcTepMaH, CTOJb CIIOKOMHO OTHOCH-
TeCh KO BCEMY 3TOMY?

— 51 HUKOI[la He BOJIHYIOCh W He TepsI0 TOJIO-
BBI. OIIaCHOCTH BeJIMKa, 1 3Har 3T0. Ho Beib MBI
HaCTOpo’Ke, KHA3L?

—A e Hac ocuidar? ECiIM MBI IIPOMOpra-
eM? — 3aBoJIHOBaJIcd [lOJITOPYKUU. — BOT, HaIIpu-
Mep, 3HaeTe JIU Bbl, KTO SIBJIIETCS IIePBBIMU CMY-
ThbIHAaMHU? 3HaeTe JIM Bbl, KTO BOJIHYeT HapPO[,
BOMCKO U JBOPSHCTBO?

—3Har. 1 He TOJIBKO 3HAIO IIOHACJBIIIKE, HO
Ka’K/IbIH JIeHb BYDKYCh U PasroBapyUBal0 C HUMH,-

— nporosopui OcTepMaH.

—KTo ’Xe oHH, ec/iM BBl UX 3HaeTe? — 3a0LIB
BCSAKYI0 OCTOPO’KHOCTB, 3aKpHU4YaJI [JOJITOPYyKHH.

— BOJIBIHCKUH W KHA3b UepKacCKUM, — OTYe-
KaHmiI OcTepMaH.

—Tak Begb UX HANO CXBATUTh, apecTOBAaTh...
COCJIaTh... YeTBepTOBaTh!.. Uero >ke BBl MeJJIH-
Te?...

HpoHnueckas yJybl6Ka IIpo6ekasa 110 ry6am
OcTtepMmaHa.



—Bp1 ommbaeTech, KHSA3b AJieKceU!.. — IIpoO-
MOJIBHJI OH. — KasKJbIF pas, KaK OHU SIBJIAIOTCS
KO MHe, 51 II0JIy4aro OT HUX JparolieHHLIe CBejle-
HUA. Belb OHU CUHUTAIOT MEHS CBOHM CTOPOHHH-
KOM H IIOTOMY BIIOJIHE OTKPOBEHHEI CO MHOM. A
MHe, BCeM HaM He06X0AHMO OBITh B KypCe HX 3a-
MBICJIOB, 3HAaTh HAacTpOeHHe MU OOJIBIIMHCTBA
IBOPSHCTBA U BOMCKAa. II03TOMy BEI He BOJIHYM-
TeChb: s He IIPOIIYIy HY>KHOIO0 MOMeHTa. S BaMm
CKayKy OoJIBbIIIe: g apecTyro Jake BUpoHa... A 3Ha-
eTe, I0YeMy U JJId Yero?

JOJITOPYKUI HACTOPOKUIICH.

— /L1 TOTO, YTOOBI €r0 MeCTO Ha BpeMs 3aHsAJI
KHA3b VIBaH /OJITOPYKHH... — eJIe CJIBIIIHBIM IIIe-
noToM ItpousHec OcTrepmaH. — AHHa MoaHHOB-
Ha — JKeHIIMHA, U IIPUTOM C IBUIKUM TeMIIepa-
MeHTOM. Brl moHMMaere?... Pa3 KHa3b HBaH
COJIM3UTCA C Hel — 0Ha OUYTHUTCS B BallIUX PYKaX.
A BBIL.. BBl He 3a0yzieTe MOeH YCIyTH, [J0JIropy-
Kum?...

— O! — BrIpBasioCck y TOr0. — Bee mopgeum!

-4 3HaJs, 4TO BBI, KaK YMHEMIIIHUH 4YeJIOBeK,
noiMere MeHsd. Hy, Temeppb g Uy K rocyfapbIHe.
CMoTpuTe, UTOOBI HUKTO He IIOMelllasl HalleMmy
cBUAaHuI0. IIpenynpenure KHa3d MBaHa, pac-



TOJIKYHTE eMYy...
— Bce ucrosnHIo, BCe... — J0BOJBbHBIM I'OJI0COM
1po6opmMoTas JoJIropyKHUH.

XIvV
«Ypokun» OctepmaHa

alre BeJIMYeCTBO, I'/ie BBI? — THUXO0 CIIPOCHII
OcTepMaH, BX0OJA B KPaCHYI IOCTUHYIO.

OH IMOBOJMII IJTa3aMU, HO HUITIe He BUJIeIl QU-
TYypHI 3aTOYEHHOM UMIIepaTPHUILILI.

IlopThepa pacmaxHyJsach, U U3 CIaJIbHU BCA
B CJje3axX, yrprooMas, IIOHypas, BBIIUIa AHHA
HoaHHOBHaA.

—YTO0 ’Ke 3TO Takoe? — He 30POBasICh HAKU-
HyJIaChb OHa Ha CBOEro «TaWHOI0 PYKOBOIUTeE-
Jsi». — B JIOBYIIKY MeHd 3aMaHuWiIu? /la? B kair-
KaH 3acaguin?...

[To-BupMoMy, OcTepMaH ObLJI TOTOB K II0J00-
HOMY IIpHeMy, IIOTOMY YTO HH OJHUH MYCKYJ He
IPOTHYJI Ha ero JIMIle, U OH THUXO0, HO CIIOKOMHO
IIPOLOJDKAaJI:

—Yepe3 Tpu AHA Bce OyleT OKOHYEHO, Ballle
BesimuecTBo! Ho, pagu 6Gora, roBOpUTe THIIIE,
HHaue Bce, BCe IIPOIIaJieT, Bce paspyluurcs! — OH



CKJIOHWJICA IIepef [IapCTBeHHOM 3aTBOPHUIIEN U,
Tropsivyo IIOIIeJIOBAB ee PYKY, IIpollenTas: — Pa3Be
BEI IIepecTald BepUTh BallleMy BepHOIIO/IaHHO-
My cayre OcrepMmany? O Ballle BeJMYeCTBO, BEI
obmxaeTe MeHsd!.. S 3Halo, Ballle BeJHUYECTBO,
KaK TsPKeJI0 BaM M B KaKOM YHH3HUTEJIHLHOM IIO-
JIO’KeHUU HaxXoAuTech Bbl. HO BBI TeplieJild MHO-
I'0; IIOTEPIIUTE JKe ellle BCero TpU JHA.

— AX! — HCTepHUYHBIM BOILIEM BEIPBAJJIOCH M3
rpysu AHHBEI M0OaHHOBHEL. — TepIlieTh U TepIleTs!
JTO — BCe, UTO A IIOJIy4ar OT KHU3HU. Hy, BoOT, 4
cTaJjia LapUIen...

—BrI ellle He KOPOHOBAHBI, Ballle BeJIHYe-
CTBO, —IIOIIpaBUJI ee OcTepMaH.

— U 4uto0 Xe? MeHd OIIATH Jep’kKaT B IUJIEHY, B
3aTOYEHUU. ITU IIPOKJIATEIE KHA3bS [JOJITOpyKHe
CTeperyT MeHs, CJIOBHO cobaky B Oyzake. Ho g He
X04y 3TOTrO0, He Xouy! 5 y6ery oTcroja, 1 3aKpuay
Ha yJuIax Hapopy: «CriacaiiTe CBOXO IJapHUIly M3
PYK TIOPEMIIIUKOB U ITajavei!»

OcTepMaH 6ecliepeMOHHO B35/l UMIIEPATPUILY
3a o6e PyKH, ycaJilyl ee B Kpecjo U CTaJl II0CBS-
II1aTh ee BO BCe TOHKOCTH CBOEro XUTPOYMHOIO
IJIaHA.

— IIoHrMaeTe, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO?



—-/Jla, ma, — MaJIo-IIOMaJsly O’KHBJILJIACh AHHA
HoaHHOBHA.

— BBl BUWTE, UTO CHeIaThCa caMojiep>KaBHOM
UMIlepaTpUlleli, He UMes Ha TO IIPSIMOTO0 IIpaBa,
He TaK-TO JIETKO, — IIPOJ0J/DKaJI CBOE yTellleHHe
XUTPOYMHEBIN OcTepMaH. — [Jo3TOMy ITOTEepHUTe
ellle BCEro JieHb, IBa, TPU. Balll I1aH 06paTUTHCSA
K HapoJy BeJIUKOJIEIIEH; 3TO caMoe IIPUAyMaJl U
s1, 8 [I09TOMY IOAIIHIIIMTE BOT 3TH BO33BAHUS.

OctepMaH pasBepHyJ Ilepen AHHON MoaH-
HOBHOM I1eJIYI0 KUITY JIKUCTOB.

— A 4TO 3TO Takoe? — HCIIyrajgach Ta. — boxe
MOH, s yyKe IIOAIIMCajZIa OrpaHUYeHHe cebel.. A
9TO, OBITH MOJKET, YK€ COBCeM OTpeueHHe OT
IIpeCcToJIa WU a’ke CMePTHBIN IIPUTOBOP MHe?

Torma OcTepMaH B3sUI OQWH U3 JIUCTOB U Ille-
IIOTOM HavaJl YUTaTh HECUACTHOM «I[apHULIe»:

«Bo33saHue Kk MOUM 8EPHLIM CONA0AMAM.
Bpamuyt! Bawy umnepampuuy Haz/ible
Y/1eHbl Bepx08H020 maliHO20 cogema Ha-
CULHO 3acmMaguiu noonucams 02paHuyu-
MeAbHYI 2pamomy, Koell s, umnepampu-
ua AHHa HoaHHO8HA, AUWAr0Cb npasa
ynpasasams yapcmeom. Bce npasa xomam
saxsamums 8 ceou pyku I'oauywbtmsl, Jos-
20pyKUue u npodue uHvle 20Cn00a «8epxos-



Huku». ITo3op, noHoweHue, obuda yapcko-
My pOdy, KOeMmy 8bl, C010aAMbl, CAYHICUAU
gcez20a gepoll u npasdoil. MeHs 80 dgopue
3aKAHHUAU, KAK 8 MeMHUUY: KAXCOblU
waz Mot cmepe2ym. BepHble Mou c010a-
mbl, 8epHAs U AH06e3Hast Mo apmus!
Houme u ocno6oHume mens! Ilpucseaii-
me Mmo/AbKo MHe, Kak camooepicuue, Ho
He npucsieatime Bepxo8HoMY cogemy. KOy
om gcex 8ac, bpamupl, NOMO2U, U380.1EHUS
om c80ux 0ep3HOBEHHbLIX MUPAHOB».

—Tak! Tak! Tak! - saxsornasa pykamMu AHHa
HoaHHOBHA. — O, 3TU IPOKJIATEIE KHASUIIKU! S
UM II0Ka)Ky, KaK 0CKOPOJISATH I[apCKYH0 KPOBb!

— IlopmmucrIBaliTe CKopee, Ballle BeJIHMYeCTBO!
Kaxxmass cexyHpma mopora! — topomnmua ee Ocrep-
MaH, OOSIBIIIMICSI BHE3AIIHOI'O IIOSIBJIEHUS KOTO-
poro-HHUOyAb U3 [0JITOPYKUX.

AxHa MoaHHOBHA IIOAIIHCAJIa BCe BO33BAHUS.

— A Tellepb IIOMHUTE, YTO BEI, Ballle BejHye-
CTBO, IOJDKHBI OBITH 0COOEHHO JIACKOBBI C J10JIrO-
PYKHMH, 0COOJIMBO C KHA3eM HBaHOM. OHH He
LOJDKHEI lepKaTh B IIOJO3pPEeHUH HU Bac, HU Me-
H{, — IIPOJOJDKAJI II0y4YaTh UMIIepaTpully OcTep-
MaH, II0CJIe Yero BCTaJl, YyTKO ITPHCIYIIaAcT U
IIpeyBeJIMYeHHO T'POMKO IIpoms3Hec: — [[o cBUa-



HUS, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO!

B mBepsax cTost Ajiekcel [JOJITOPYKUH.

— HTax, BBl YCBOWIU cebe, YTO TaKOe OrpaHU-
YeHHBIX MOHAPX? — [IOYTUTEJIbHO CIIPOCU AHHY
HoanHoBHY OcTepMaH.

—/la, —pacTepssHHO OTBEeTHJIa UMIIepaTpHUILa.

—VBepsdw Bac, Ballle BeJIHUYECTBO, YTO ITO —
CaMbIil JIyYIIWM, YAOOHBIM W BBITOLHBINM 00pas
IIpaBJIeHUs, — IIPOJ0JDKAJ BEJIMKHUMN TUILIOMAT.-

— BBl — UMIIepaTpHUIla, HO He MOXKeTe >Ke BBI O/I-
Ha YIIpaBJATh TaKOM MaxXUHOU, KakK Poccuiickas
umiepua? A mpaBay roBOplo, KHI3b AJleKcen? —
ob6epHyJicsa OcTepMaH K /[0JITOpyKOMYy.

—JTO0 — cBgTad IIpaBjia, Ballle BeJIUYeCTBO, —
TIOKJIOHUJICA TOT TOCyiapbIHe.

— 3aBTpa WIH 1ocae3aBTpa A 6yly UMeThb BEI-
COKO€ CYacTbe CHOBA SIBUTHLCS K BaM, Ballle BeJIH-
4ecTBO, Ha YPOK. BEI fo3BosIUTe? — cKasas OCTep-
MaH.

-1 6yny >KgaTh Bac C HeTepIleHWeM, TOCIIO-
ovH OctepMaH! - yiabI6HyJIack AHHa HMOaHHOB-
Ha, IIPOTATUBAs MY PYKY.

«BeJIMKUU OpaKy/» IIpuXascd LOJITUM IIOIe-
JIyeM K «Jlep>KaBHOM» pyKe U OBICTPO BBIIIEJ U3
II0OKO€eB UMIIepaTPUIIBI.



— Hy, uT0, KaK OHa? — IIepexBaTUJI er0 Ha [0-
pore MBaH /I0JITOPYKUIA.

—UynecHo! Bce umerT, Kak HeJb3s Jjaydlie!l.. A
BOT BBl II0pasBieKJu Obl eel. — YJIBIOHYJICA
OctepMaH. — CKy4aeT ee BEJIMYECTBO...

—MosxHo! - ockabuiIcd OTBPATHTEJIbHO-IU-
HHUYHO KH3b MBaH.

Ilo yxome OcTepMmaHa KHA3L Ajiekcedt JloJjiro-
pykuii obpatuica K AHHe oaHHOBHe:

— BoT, Ballle BeJIMuecTBO, UejIoOBeK! VYMa — IIa-
Jarta!

-/Jla, — ycMexHyJach HMIIepaTpHUId, — Ma-
JIOCTB IIOYMHee Hac C T060# 6yeT. A THI BOT JIyY-
IIle CKa’kKH, UTO 9TO 3a CKyYHMINA y Hac TYyT B
MockBe? - B ee rosioce 3azposkaJjia 3;106a K 3ToMy
IJIaBHOMY TIOpPeMIIUKY. — Y MeHsd B MUTaBe U TO
OBLIIO BeceJsiee... — IIPOAOJ/DKala OHA. — XOTh II0-
TOBOPHIIb C KeM-HUOY/b, @ TYyT CUAU OJHA, KaK
3aK/IIOYeHHasl.

—Yro pmesaTh, Ballle BeJIUYECTBO, HAL0 0060-
JKIaTh MaJIoCTb. BOT uepes aBa JHS COCTOMUTCH
obHUIIMaJIbHOEe IIPOBO3IJIAllIEHHEe Bac HMMIIepa-
TPUILIeH, TOTZa [jejlo MHoe O6yzAeT, — OTBeTHJI J{0JI-
TOPYKHUH. — BEI, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, UIPY Ha IYC-
JIIX JIrobuTe?



— A 4yr0? - o)kuBmyIack AHHa MoaHHOBHA. — S
YacTo CjbIXajla UIPy Ha Iycidx, ele 40 3aMyrKe-
CTBa MO€ro, KOI7ia JieBUIed 6blla U Y MaTyIIKU
JKuiIa. A TBI II0YeMy IIPO 3TO CIIPOCHII, KHASE?

— K ToMy, Ballte BesiiyecTBO, UTO MiBaH MO -
OOJIBIIION II0 9TOM YacTH 3aTeMHUK. MrpaeT oH
CTpax XOpOIlo, la W II0eT, YTO COJIOBEH 3aJIeT-
HbI1. ECIM yrogHO BaM, MOXKeT, OH I103a6aBUT
Bac. Ho TOJILKO HaAmo 3TO aKKypaTHO CHesaTh,
4TOOBI HUKTO He BHU/IeJI, He CJIBIIIAJ, a TO II0MIeT
CIIyX, 4YTO BOT, JeCKaTb, roCyfapb HMIIEpaTop
TOJIBKO UTO IIOMEp, a Ta, KOTopasd Lapulled Ha-
ey OyzeT, B Becesve yaapserca. CaMU U3BOJIU-
Te 3HaTb MOCKBY: TOpPOJ CMHpPHBIM, 60ro60ss-
HeHHBIU, He TO 4YTO IleTepOypr, Iie MalllKepHbIe
U UHBble 0eCOBCKHE [1eMiCTBA U JIUI[e3PEeHUs] TBO-
pATCs, — IIPOroBOPMII AjleKcel JJoJITOPYKHUIA.

AnHa MoarHHOBHA cmyTuiaack. OHA yrKe BH]e-
Jja BaHa Jl0JIrTOPpyKOro, 3TOro pasyzajaoro, JIUX0-
T'0 MOJIOAIIA, C eT0 IPy60-KpacUBBIM, HAIJIBIM JIU-
II0M, MOJIO/IIIa, KOTOPBIU «He IIagUT HU 6abbel,
HU JIeBUYbeH YeCTH».

—A OymeT s B3alpaBAy Xopolio 3To? He
BBIMIET JIM 3a30pHO? — APOTHYBIIUM T0JIOCOM
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.



—4YTto X, HHUero!.. TOIbKO OCTOPOKHO, T'OBO-
P10, IIOCTYIIUTEL HAZ0. Y7KO BeUEPKOM, KaK II0YJI-
TyTCd BCe BO ABOpIie, IBaH U IIPUJET C I'YCIIMU.
[IpuceLIaTh, CTAIO0 OBITH?

«OX, HCKylIeHHe!» — pacTepdHHO II0AyMaJia
AnHa MoaHHOBHA, HO BIPYT pelluiach.

—YTO0 X, IyCTh IIPUXOAUT... OUEHBb Y>K CKYIII-

HO!.. — OTPBIBUCTO CKa3aja OHa U II0YeMY-TO OT-
BepHyJ1ack 0T Asiekces [[0JITOPYKOTO.
XV

Monopaowu rycnsip n uapuua

TeueHHe BCero KOHIa JHA U Hauvaja Bedyepa
B«CKym.JIPIBOfI» TPUALIATHCEMUIeTHE AHHe
HMoaHHOBHe OBLIIO YTO-TO He IIO cebe. Kakoe-To
0e30TYeTHOe, HesICHO-CMYTHOEe BOJIHEHHE OXBa-
THUJIO BCce ee CylecTBo. OHa He Haxoauua cebe
MeCTa, HO 60JIbIIle XO4WUIa, UeM CHZiesIa, U HU pa-
3y He «II0OBaJsIach» Ha code.

To 4yBCTBO, KOTOpPOE OBJIAZEJIO €10, OBLIIO 3Ha-
KOMO el. C TaKOM CHJIOM, KaK CeroaHs, OHa HC-
IBITaJIa €er0 BCEr0 HeCKOJIBKO pa3 B JKU3HU: B II0-
CJIeJHHM pas— IIPU BCTPeYe C PBIIapCKU-BeJsIH-
KoslenHBIM MopurieM CakKCOHCKHMM. To >Ke HOIO-



I1e-cIafKoe TOMJIeHMe B IPYAHU, TO JKe 3aMUpa-
HHe cep/lia, Ta >Ke HMCTOMa BO BCEM IIBIIITHOM,
TPY3HOM TeJIe.

«0OX, IypoCTh BO MHe 6a0bs IIOJHUMAETCA» —
TaK OIIpejieJisiia OHa caMa II0[J00HOe COCTOSTHHUE.

Kak y Bcex KpyIIHBIX, JOPOAHEIX, IIpa3HO-JIe-
HUBBIX JKEHIIIMH TOTO BPeMEHU, YKPagKOM H3-
PSLHO IIOIIMBABIIMNX UM IeJIBIMU JTHIMU BaJISIB-
LIMXCA Ha MIBIIIHBIX IIEPHUHAX, V AHHEI I0aHHOB-
HBl HaOJII0fajJach W3JIUIIHAA II0OBBILIEHHOCTh
YyBCTBEHHOCTHU. TOMACH, BOJIHYACH, IIO[KULAS
KpacaBiia MBaHa /[oJrOpyKoro, oHa cTapaJiachb
IyMaThb O CBOeM BepHOM Jpyre IJpHecTe, HO —
CTpaHHoOe fieso! — o6pas bupoHa coBceM He I105B-
JAICA. A ZyMaTh OHa XOTeJa O IIOC/JIeLHeM JIA
TOT0, YTOOBI OTOTHATh OT Ce6s1 «UCKYIIIEHUEe».

U, cj0BHO mOACMeMBasCh, H3eBasACh Haf
Hel, KaKOM-TO TaWHCTBEHHO-YYAHBINA TOJIOC Ha-
LIIeIITHIBAJI e:

«TBI Beib MOJIOZA ellle. IKa HEBUIAJIL — TPU-
jaTh ceMsb JieT!.. CTapiie Tebs MHOIHe, a I'pellaT
MBICTIAMU... UTO TBOM BuUpoH? HeMel, KOHIOX,
JIOIIAJHUK... I Kak Tebe, 6eHON, KUTBL-TO [0
CUX IIOp IpUXoAwuaock? MaeTa opfHa... A OH,
B34Thb OBl XOTh Ty Ke EKaTepuHy /[l0JITOPYKYIO,



BOH KaK TYT BeCeJIIINCh, KaKue IIOIIOMKHU [1a 3a-
6aBBl yCTpauBaIU».

A Ipyroi rosioc Toxke IeIrTast:

«ThI He 3a0yb, KTO — THIL... THI BeJib I10CJIE3aB-
Tpa — UMIIepaTpUIla BCEPOCCHUICKasd... PasBe Mo-
JKelllb ThI 3a0bIBaTHCS, XOTS OBI II0-)KEHCKU?»

Tuxo, 6eciryMHO OTBOpPUJIACh [Bepb IIOKOEB
AHHBI M0aHHOBHBI, U IIOCJBIIIAJICA 3BYYHBIY,
KpaCHUBBIH, MOJIOZO0M I'0JI0C:

— 103BOJIMIIIL JIM BOMTH, IIpecBeTJias ILlapH-
ma?

BagporaHysia AHHa MoaHHOBHA, BCKOYHJA C
KpecJia ¥ IPUI0’KUIA IIPaByI0 PYKY K CHJIBHO 3a-
KOJIOTHUBIIIEMYCS CepAIly. B3rygHy/Ia OHa — U ax-
HyJIa.

«JKHUM KpacaBelll JKHH MOJIOZeIl!» — Tak U
OJKTJIO ee BCHO.

Ileper Heit cTosI KHA3L MBaH /[OJITOPYKUU B
KOCTIOMe rycisgpa. Ha HeM OBLIM BBICOKHe cadbsi-
HOBBIE CaIllOr'd, IITapoBaphl TEMHO-aJI0r0 Gapxa-
Ta, Trosybas IIeJKoBasg pybaxa-KOCOBOPOTKA.
I'pyapb — 4TO HaKOBaJIbHA Ky3HeuHas: 6el MOJIOo-
TOM — He JIPOTHeT. A 3TH CHUJIbHBIE PYKU? A 3TH
IJIEYU B KOCYIO CaKeHb? A 3TH KyApu? A IJIaB-
HOe — IJ1a3a: JKIyT OHU, HYTPO BCe II0BOpPaYMBa-



IOT.

— Ax, 3T0 — THI, KHA3b IBaH? — BCIIBIXHYJIa AH-
Ha lMoaHHOBHA.

ViBIOHYJICS XUIHOM  YJIBIOKOM  /l0JIrOpYy-
KUM-MJIAAIINM, OOHa)KUJI OeJjible, CJIOBHO KH-
IIeHb, 3yOBI U IIBIIKO IIPOU3HEC:

— Kaxkoii 4, rpecBeTad 1apuIia, KH43b? PasBe
He BUJUIIL, UTO IIPOCTOH 4 rycysap. Kuass /JloJro-
PyKuii TaM, Imosagy ABOPIIA, OCTAJICA, & BUMUIIL
THI 3/1eCh TOJIbKO I'yCc/IdApa-cKa3ouHuKa MBaHa.

Anny HMoaHHOBHY CJIOBHO BOJIHAa KaKas-TO
noxxsaTtuia. IlpocTas pycckas KeHIMHA BJIaCT-
HO IIPOCHYJIaCh B IIOJIyOHEMEUYEeHHOM, ObIBIIIel
reproruHe KypissHACKOM, a HBIHE — ITOJIyHMIIe-
parpure.

— A KOoJIu TBI - He KHA3b, TaK KaKad JKe 4 I1a-
pHuia? — BEIPBAJIOCH Y Hee, 1 OHa IIOMHMO CBOEH
BOJIY OTJIAJies1a 3aTYMaHeHHBIM B30POM CTATHYIO
¢urypy «basgHa».

—Japuma - Bcerga Ijapuiia, a MBI-TO BOT —
HHOe [IeJI0: JIIOAUIIKK MBI II0OSHEBOJILHEIe, CJIa-
Oble, MaJleHbKHe, — IIPOJOJDKaJ JIOMaTh POJIb
rycjsipa KHA3b MBaH, fiepixa B IIPaBOM PYKe IyC-
JI.

—4YTo Xe ThI CTOHUIIL, KHA3L HMBaH?... Ca-



Iuch!.. —ykasasa AHHa MloaHHOBHA Ha MeCTO Ha
code psiIoM € CO601.

JINX0, yXapCKU TPSAXHYJ KyAPSIMU TOT U IIO-
CJIYIITHO CeJI 6JIM3 [JapHUIIbL.

A OHa IIPOMOJIBHJIA:

— CKasbpIBa/I MHe, YTO HUIPaellb THl XOPOIIIO
Ha I'ycIdaxX, KHg3b MBaH... BOT ¥ 3aX0TesIoch MHe
UIPY TBOIO IIOCAYIIATh...

—Huuero, wuHble O0f06pPAIOT!.. — CBEpPKHYJI
O0JILIITUMU 3y0aMU KHA3b VBaH.

—Ilofu, CKOJIBKO cepjell [eBUYBUX HCCY-
mIKI?... — Bce O6oJsiee U 60Jiee HAUMHAJIA BIIAaTh
B ero ToH AHHa MloaHHOBHaA.

HBaH /I0JITOPYKUI TUX0 PacCMesiyICs:

— He cuutas! IIpo MeHd MaJjIo JIb Yero He Io-
BOPAT... Bcxo MOCKBY, BHIIIb, KEHCKYIO Jla [IeBU-
YBI0 IIOIIOPTHII 5.

—A Hempaspaa, 4yTo Ju? OrTnupaTbcsa Oy-
Jelllb? — BOJIHYACH BCe CHJIbHEE U CUJIbHEee, CIIPO-
cuiia AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

—byny, mpecBetTsiaa 1apuita. Kakoil s o3o0p-
HUK? I - MOHaX, 4YTO HU Ha eCTh CXHMHHUK Ca-
MBIN CTPOTHM. MHOTO JIb MHe Hazo? Yapy-Apy-
I'yI0 3eJIeHa BUHA, a Ha 3aKyCKY — yCTa pyMsHBbIe,
caxapHble, Ipyab 6esyro, JIe6sDKbH... 9X! Hainu



TaKOro ellle CKPOMHUKA, IfapuIia!

U BApPYr oH cpasy, OBICTPO BIWJICA B AHHY
Ho0aHHOBHY CBOMM IIBUIKUM, BOPOBCKHM, VIa-
JIBIM B30POM.

Ty BCIO CJIOBHO BapoM 061a710.

— BoT TBI Kakoiil.. — BEIpBaJjIOCh Y Hee.

—He ocynu, napunal.. KakoB ecTb. A TOJBKO
OJJHO 3HAI: B OJHOM KpeIIOK f: XOTh Ha [bIbe
IbITall MeHs, — He CTaHy I100elaMU CBOMMMU 0Oa-
XBAJUTHLCI, TalfHbI HOYEK XMeJIeBBIX PacKphl-
BaTh.

Kugasr HBaH, IIOJIOKHUB IYCJIU Ha KOJIEHH,
IIpoBeJ PyKaMH II0 cTpyHaM. Tuxue, B3paruBa-
IOIMe 3BYKU BAPYI 3a3BeHEJIM U IIPOHECIIHCh
KaK-TO poOKO-HeCMeJI0 110 IIOKOSIM T'OCyAapbIHU.

— O ueM CKa3Ky CkKasaThb Tebe, IIpecBeTJias Io-
CyZapbIHA? — 6JIMDKe IIPUABUHYJICA K AHHe HoaH-
HOBHe lIBaH.

—IIoi... TIp0 YTO XOYelllb... — HE OTOBUHYB-
LIIUCh, IIPOH3HEeCsIa OHA.

—JKasiocTiimBoe 4TO ayib Beceyoe? — CIIPOCHII
KHA3b 1BaH, a caM Iy1a3aMU TaK U BIIUJICS, CJIOB-
HO BOT AYIIly XO4YeT CheCTh.

—YTo K C BeceJyioro HaUWHAThL?... Becesoe Ha-
nmocjaenok!.. — IepexBayeHHBIM TOJIOCOM IIPO-



nrerrrasia AHHa MloaHHOBHA.

—Xopomo! A ecThb ob6blYal TakKoM, I[apHIia,
YTO IIepe], CKasbIBaHUEM IIOJHOCAT TYCJIAPY Ya-
Py MeJia CTOSJIOTO ajIb BHHA KaKOIro 3aMOPCKOTO.
O6pIuail 3TOT He HaMHU 3aBeJleH, OT JIeI0B HAIIUX
Benercda. He pyius ke ero, nmapuiial.. — Bce TeM
’Ke B QyIy JBIIUMCSI I'0JIOCOM IIpousHec BaH.

«[lapuma», CJIOBHO 3aBOpPOKeHHas, OBICTPO
BCTajla U BCKOpe IIpHHecCJa [Ba KybOKa C Ka-
KUM-TO BUHOM; OJJUH M3 HUX OHA I107ajia KHA3I0
JloropyKkomy, IpyroH ImogHec/a K CBOUM I'y0aMm.

— Hy, miei1, packpacaBel-rycjasp, MOJIOZell ya-
JIOM, U s ¢ TOOOM BMHA IIPUTYOJII0, — CKasasa
OHa.

I'tasa AHHEBI 10aHHOBHEI TOpesu JIUX0paZou-
HBIM 6J1eCKOM, IPYAb BBICOKO II0bIMAasIach.

- Cnacubo Ha Jacke, Iapunal.. — HU3KO IIO-
KJIOHWJICH KHA3b MBaH. — A TOJIBKO KOJIM IIUTH,
TaK OUTh Y>K 10 THA. A TO T'yCJISIPY CKYIITHO OyaeT
CKasKU Tebe UrpaThb.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA 10 JHA OCYIIKJIa 60JIBIIIYIO
yapy KpeIkoro ByvHAa. OTHeHHas BJara pasJiu-
Jlach II0 ee >KuiiaM. Ellle cuiibHee 3a0ypJInia, 3a-
urpajia KpoBb U K CEpPALly IIPUJINIA, U B TOJIOBY
Opocuiace.



— XopollIo, IapUIia? — TUX0 CIIPoCHI MBaH.

— Xopor1o! — 6ypHO BeIpBaJIoCh y AHHBI Moas-
HOBHEBI.

Teriepb OHa ceJia elfe 6yKe K [[0JITOPYKOMY,
TakK UTO ero ropsyee AbIXaHUe OHA II0YYBCTBOBaA-
JIa Ha CBOeM IIeKe.

CuiibHO, cMeJIo KOcHyJIca MBaH 10 CTPYH Iy-
cJIed. 3apOKOoTaNu Te, 3aCTOHAIH, 3aIuIakaau. 1
HayvaJl OH «CKa3aHHe».

NMECHb HA TYCNSIX UBAHA O,0NTIO-
PYKOIo

O1l, 8bl 2yC/U-2YCeNbKU, 8eCe/1ble
Mou,

Bbl nogedaiime HaM, 2ycau, CKA304-
Ku ceou!

Pacnomewwsme deguuy, KpacHa Mo-
200ua,

4Ymob 83blepaia Kpoeb Ux, yoasibl
cepoua.

HauuHarom 2ycau: ¢ 0a8HUX, CAbLULD
mbul, nop

Ha Pycu npeceemuoii nosguacs 8op,
OH — cmapuk evlcokull, ¢ 6enoti 60-
podoti,

Xooum oH gce boablue, 8ce HOUHOTL



nopoti.

Kax udem — max necHu ydasiel noem,
FBopodoii kocmamor Auxo mak mpsi-
cem.

«Kmo mut 6ydewn, dedko? Kak meb6s
308ym?» —

Bonpowarom aroou. Camu 6.1€0HbL...

aHcoym.

«f — cam 60¢2 Spuno, Xmenem 3eamow
MeHS,

MHo020 nokazame 8aM 1 M02y OUBbA,
TaiiHoll 3an08edHO AUUb OOUH CU-
J1eH,

B padocmsix, 8 gecesibsix 1 00UH 80-
JIeH».

Iodusuaucw aroou. — «IToaHo, 0eo-
Ko, gpams!

Heyoaicenb 1r00ell 8cex 8 N/ieH mbl
MOJfCeUb 831mb 2»

«Oll, M02y, I0OUWKU, YaPbl HANY-
cmume,

OO0HOMY MHe 6ydym atoduU 8ce Cay-
acumsw!»

BvidguHy.aca napeHs. Bbla OH AUX U



cmen
H 6 2na3a Spuse 2opdo nozssdean.

«Tbl 308ewbcs Xmennem? Xopoulo,

cmapux!

A nobbro mebsa cetivac dxce, 8 amom
camblil Mue.

Edicenu 8CeCubHbL Hapbl 8Ce Meou,
Tbl paseeti MHe 2ope, MyKU 8Ce MOU.
Ioarobun 0agHo, Cabllb, A uapesgy
doub,

H He cnato, He eM 5, — NPSMO MHe
He8MOUb.

AX, xouy s1e6e0Ky s K 2pyou npu-
aHeamo

H ycma yapesHbl nvlako uesrosams!
Tosibko ma yapesHa 3a 3aMKOM JHCU-
eem,

Ceopa ncog UHO3eMHbLX ee cmepe-
aHcem».

Omeeuaem Xmenb mym: — «l'ycau
mbul 603bMU

H k yapesHe-3opvke cmeo0 mul uou!
I'paHb no cmpyHam 360HKUM, NeCeH-
Ky ell cnotl,

H ona omeemum: ,,AX, HCeNAHHDBLI



MOTL!”»

H npobpascsa napeHsb, Xomb U mpy-
JdeH nymb.

Hy, kak edpye ygudam, Ha OblOy
8o3bmym?

Bom yoic u yapesHa. BenvixHyaa, opo-
aHeum

H Ha KpacHa-mo0.100ua cypogo 2/1-
dum.

«Otl mbl, mams HoUuHast! Ol msl, 80p
AUXOTL!..

Kak mvl cmen nodxcanosams 8 uap-
CKUll mepem Mot ?»

He omeemus M0100€u... AUWb 8 04U
nozasoen,

H Ha 2ycasix-2ycenvbkax oH necHro etl
3anea.

«AX, 308U, UapesHa, naayqell C8oux,
ITycmb yorc cHUMym 20108y €o nJe-
uyuexk moux!

Ho Ha neimke aromoti 6ydy ymu-
pamso

H 1106110 uapesHy!” cmaHy ece Kpu-
yamas!»



Umo dce mym uyapesHa mMo/1i8u/1d 8

omeem?

OzasiHyAace... I'opeHka... HUKo2o-mo
Hem...

ITeped Hell M0.100HUK CMaMHblil,
yoanoil...

H wenHysa moavKo: «AX, HenaH-
HblU MOU!..»

Oxonums UBaH [J[0JTOPYKHUU... 3aMep TIOCIIe]I-
HUU 3BYK... M BApyr AHHa HMoaHHOBHA II0YYB-
CTBOBaJIa, KaK CHJIbHAs pyKa C)Kajla ee B 00'bs-
THH.

— OnoMHUCH! — KpUKHYJIA 0HA. — Kak ThI cMe-
emb?... Kuasy lBaH, nmycTu... O#, UTO THI [eJa-
eln?...

— AHHa, cYacTbe Moe, JebeaylKa Thl Mos!.. —
XPHUILJIO BLIPLIBAJIOCH Y IBaHa /l0JIrOpyKoro.

BuHO 11 cKasayoch, WJIN 3BepPh IIPOCHYJICA B
39TOM He00y3TaHHOM MOJIOJUUKE KHSOKEU KPOBH,
HEeU3BEeCTHO, HO TOJIBKO OH 3aIllpOKUHYJ AHHY
HWo0aHHOBHY U IIOKPLIBAJI ee JIUII0 UCCTYILJIEHHBI-
MU IIOIIeJIySIMU, IIBLJIKO IIIeIIYa B TO Ke BpeMs:

— Bpocs, CIIbIlIb, TOBOPO, O6POCH THI 9TOTO IIPO-
KigToro Hemrita! Hy, 4To TEI B HeM Halllla XOPO-
mero?... Tl MeHs IOJIF00H, 1 TPOH TBOM Oyay Ha



IIeYax CBOMX JleprKaTh, Ilapulla Mos, AHHYIIIKA
Mod!.. ThI - pycckasg; K4deMy Tebe BO3UTBHCA C
HeMmueM? TeI He IJIAAU, UTO 9 MoJIoZ. MoJiog fa
yAall, a yAaJIu BO MHe — UTO B OKeaHe BOAbL. Hu-
KOMy Tebs B 00MAy He [JaM, HOXXKU TBOHU Jiep-
JKaBHBIE I1eJI0BaTh OYyAy, BOJOH TOM YMBIBAaTHCA
CTaHy...

AJILKOB IIApUIIBI He BBIJAJI CBOEM 3aIlOBef:-
HOM TaMHBbI, © HEU3BECTHO, YTO OTBETHJIA Ha 3TO
HecyacTHasd, 3aTpaB/IeHHas II0JIUTUYEeCKUMHU HH-
TpUraMH, ObIBIIIasI MUTaBCKas 3aTBOPHUILA...

XVi
«CTpalwHasa» HOYb MOCKOBCKMX
3aTBOpOB

CTepMaH TOJILKO YTO OTIIYCTHUJI U3 CBOETO Ka-
OHMHeTa KaKOro-TO TaHMHCTBEHHOTO He3Ha-
KOMIJa B MaCKe U, OIIPOKHWHYBIINCHL Ha CIIUHKY
Kpecsa, MeuTaya 06 OTAbIXe, XOTA 6Bl MUHYT Ha
IBaJillaTh, KAK B KaOMHET BOpBaJIiCd BUPOH.

OH moucTUHe 6bLI cTpallieH. Ero JIMI0 O6BLI0
6J1eJHO KaK II0JIOTHO, IJIa3a BbITapallleHbl, BOJIO-
CBHI CTOSLTH THIOOM.

— A-a, BBI 3TOr0 Jo6HUBaIUCh, OcTepMaH? — Ge-



IIIEHO 3aBOIIHJI OH.

B3mpeMHyBIINN ObBLJIO MAaCTUTBIM POCCHIM-
CKHM JUILZIOMAT BCKOYMJI B UCITyTe.

—Yrto Takoe? UTo ¢ Bamu, bupoH? B cBoeM Jix
BBI yMe? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

—-S5-To B cBOEM, a BOT BHI-TO, OcTepMaH, He
3Harw!.. — IpoJ0JrKaI HEMCTOBCTBOBATh BUPOH.

OcTepMaH yIbIOHYJICS.

—Temeps 4 Bce MOHMMAI0... — CIIOKOMHO IIPO-
HU3HeC OH.

—Br1? U moHuMaeTe? A OTKyZJa BBl MOXKeTe
IIOHMMAaTh BeCh y)Kac TOTO, UTO IIPOM3OIILIO? —
6e3007KHO KOBepKas PYCCKYI0 peub, KpUKHYJI bU-
PoOH.

— 5l BaMm nosicHI0. BeI 13 1BOpIIA?

- Jla. ... 1 1o/DKeH OBLI ee BUAETH... SI 6010Ch
OCTaBJIAITH ee OfHY TakK JoJaro 6e3 cebs. C Besu-
YaMWIIUM YCUJIHEM s IIPOHHK BO ABopel... OKa-
3BIBaeTCs, KHA3bS [0JITOPyKHe OTAATIN CTPOXKa-
LMY IIPUKa3 HUKOIO He IIycKaTh. Ho 4 cymes 3a-
CTaBUTH BCE IBEPH pacllaXHyTh IIepefo MHOIO.
Jla KTO Xe 5, 4yepT MeHda BO3bMU? MyX ee HiaHu
TpAIKa?

- Myx? Hy, sHaeTe, BUpOH, 3TO HEMHOIO Ye-
pecuyp! — pacxoxoTtasca OcTepMaH. — IK BbI XBa-



TUIIA!..

—Ja, pa! j moxasky aTUM BapBapaM, 4To TOT,
KTO Jiep>KaJl B CBOUX OOBATHIX IlapeBHY, UMeeT
IIpaBo OBITH IIEPBBIM Y TPOHA UMIIEPATPHUILIBL.

brupoH BeIIpaMmMICd. YTO-TO 6eCKOHeYHO
aTYHOe, XUIITHOEe 3aCBEeTUJIOCE B €r0 IJIa3ax.

— IIpomoJspkaiiTe Jiydilte, BUpPOH, CBOe IIOBECT-
BOBaHMHe!.. — 0CaUJI eT0 BeJIUKUM JUILJIOMAT.

-V nBepelr IIOKOeB AHHEI s YBHUEJ KHA3S
Anexces [losropykoro. Ilepeq HUM CTOSLIM O-
TBUIKM BHHA, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO 3aroBOpUI bu-
poH. — OH cnaj, KakK yOUTHIH... YTOOHI yI0CTOBe-
PUTHECA B TOM, CIIUT JIK OH, UJIH IIPUTBOPSETCS, I
CXBaTWJI ero 3a KoHel] 60pojbl. OH 4TO-TO IIPO-
6opMoTaJ U OIATH 3axparesl. Torga s B3scs 3a
PY4YKy aBepu. Ta ObLia 3amepTa. SI 0601Ies CeK-
PEeTHBIM XOJJ0M KPYroM ¥ IIPOHUK B CIIaJIbHIO. 1
TaM 4... HepT MeHs BO3bMU!..

—Hy?... —npuscrtas OcTepMaH.

- B KpacHo# KOMHaTe, Ha code, cumeu AHHA
M 3TOT IIPOKJIATEIN MBaH... OH HUrpa er YTo-TO
Ha I'yCiIdX H... [lepKaJl ee B 00bITUAX JIEBOU PY-
KOM. SI X0Tes BOpBaThbCsd U YOUTH /l0JIrOPYKOIO
Ha MecTe, HO...

— HUcnyranuce?... O, eltle 6bl1l.. ITOT MBaH yja-



POM KyJslaKa KiafleT Me[Befsd, — II0XJIoNaJ II0
ey bupoHa OctepMmaH. — Bce, YTO BEI MHE II0-
BeJlaId, COBCEM HEHHTepeCHO. YCIIOKOMTeCh U
IIOMHHUTeE, YTO AHHA HUKY/ja He YU/IeT U3 HaIlluX
PYK, a ecid OHa Tellepb «3abaBigeTcs» — bor ¢
Hel.

— A eciy 3TH 3abaBBl IIepelyT B Cepbe3HOe
YyBCTBO? — C TPEBOTOM CIIPOCUI BUpPOH.

—Ilyctaku! — maxHys pykoinr OcrepMaH. — A
TPOH-TO Jep>KaThb OyfeM MBI, a He OHH. HX Ile-
ceHka crerta. ITocie3aBTpa B Poccuu OyjeT 1iap-
CTBOBAaTh CaMoOJeprKaBHas HMIlepaTpuIia. Ilo-
ce3aBTpa BepXOBHOro TaliHOro coBeTa He OY-
IeT.

* % %

B He60JIbIIION KOMHATe, B KOTOPOM KOJIbIXa-
JIUCh KJIyOBI TabauHOIO AbIMa U UYBCTBOBAJICI
CHJILHBIM 3allaX BHUHA, HaXOJWJIOCH Oojlee yeM
pasHOIIepPCTHOe OOIIeCTBO. PA0M ¢ HapsaAHBIM
3aJIOM IIPHUABOPHOIO IIEroJisi CUAEIU B PacCTer-
HYTBIX MYHJUpax opuliepsl; 60K 0 60K C HUMU
CHJIeJIM PSICOHOCIIBI, IIPUMBIKAst HeII0CPe/CTBEH-
HO K JJBYM JIMI]aM B IIPOCTBIX CYKOHHBIX KaTa-
Hax; 0KO0JIO TeX OBLIN — ppaKH U »Kabo.

JdTo 6bLIa Ta 3HAMEHUTas «KOHCIIUpaTHUBHAas



KBapTHpa», KOTopas cliacjaa Poccuu camopeprka-
BHe.

Ee x03sgeBa — BOJIBIHCKUH U UepKacCKUU — ObI-
JIX CUJIBHO B3BOJIHOBAHEIL. I[IepBEIM fleprkasl peub
BOJIBIHCKUU:

—Tocrioma! ITociesaBTpa MBI JOJDKHBEI OKOH-
YyaTeJbHO PeIlUThH BOIIPOC: UATH JU HaM B IIO-
JIOH, WJIN BBIPBATHLCSI Ha BOJIK... BEI )xesaere?

1 oH mmpousHec ropsiuyro, CTPpacTHYI0 pedb, B
KOTOPOH MpayHBIMM KpacKaMK HapHCOBaJl HX
TATOCTHOE II0JI0KEeHUE.

3a HUM TrOBOPMJI KHA3b Yepkacckuil. OH elrfe
6oJiee IIOJIMJI Macja B OTOHb: COOpaHUe COBCEM
3alymerio.

U BApYyr B pasrape HUX CIIOPOB II0IBUJIACH QU-
rypa OcTtepMmaHa.

— OctepMaH!! — IIpOHECJIOCH II0 COOPaHUIO 3a-
TOBOPIIIUKOB.

—/Jla, 3TO — 4, rOCIIo/a! — ITOCJIBIIIAJICS ero Me-
TaJIJINYeCKUU IoJIoC.

Bce ymoukiin. Bece cobupanuchk cayiiaTh, YTO
CKaXkeT 3TOT 3HAMEHUTHIHN «0pPaKyJi».

- B BameMm cob6paHuH, — IIPOU3HEC OH, — 4,
TOCIIofia, BUXKY IIpefCcTaBUTesIell BCeX COCIOBHM
Poccurickot ummepuu. S paj 3ToMy, Tak Kak



Ka’KI0My K3 Bac S JOJ/DKEH BPYYHUTh, II0 II0BeJIe-
HHUIO ee BeJINYeCTBAa, ee II0CTaHue.

—Kak? Cama muieT? — IIOC/IBIIIAINUCE T0OJI0CA
3arOBOPIIHKOB.

—Cama mopamnucaja. IIo3BoJIbTe MHE IIPOYH-
TaTh BaM HX BCe.

" OcTtepMaH HavaJl c BO33BaHUA K BOMUCKY.

I'Bapmerickuve o¢uUIlepHl, CjerKa II0IIaThIBa-
ICh OT Ype3MepHOI0 BO3JIHAHHA 60ry Baxycy,
BCTaJ/IX ¥ TOP>KECTBEHHO OTJa/IH YeCTh.

—/la 3apaBCTByeT Hallla caMojepKuria! — 3a-
OpaJsIu OHU XPHUILIBIMU, CUILJIBIMHU I'0JIOCaAMU.

—T'ocriofa, He KpHUUHTe: 3a HAMHU CJIeAT, — 3a-
CyeTHJICH KHA3b UepKaCCKU.

— Kto ciegut?! la MBI UX, TAKHUX-CAKHX, B KYC-
KU u3pyoum!!

OcTepMaH Bpy4duJ oQuUIlepy BO33BaHUe, IIOJ-
nricaHHoe AHHOM M0OaHHOBHOM, U CIIPOCHUJI TOP-
’KeCTBEeHHBIM I'0JIOCOM:

— HTakK, BB KISHeTeCh, UTO 3TO CTAHET JOCTO-
sIHHeM BalIlero I10JIKa?

- Kiaaycs!

— BBl 11pouTeTe ero TeM, KOro IIOBefeTe 3aB-
Tpa BO IBOperr?

—IIpoutry. V Hac Bce pellleHO, Ballle BEICOKO-



IIPeBOCXO/AUTEILCTBO, — OTBETHUII OQHUIIED.

— A 3HaeTe JIM BBI, KTO HaXOJUTCI Tellepb B
Ka3apMax? — IIPHUCTaJbHO CMOTpPS B IJla3a OQU-
epy, crpocui OcTepMaH.

— HerT, He 3Hal0.

—Tam MUHUX.

Y, b TosibKo OCTepMaH IIPOKM3HeC UM Be-
JIMKOTO II0JIKOBO/IIA, BOCTOPKEHHBIN TYJI TOJIO-
COB IIPOKATHJICA I10 KOMHATe.

- 0OH? CaMm?...

—Jla. MmeiiTe B BUAY, TOCIIOZA, UTO MBI UIpa-
€M B KPYIIHYI0 UTPYy U UTO HaM HaJ0 BHIUIPATh
CpaskeHUe! — BHYIIIUTEJILHO IIpousHec OcTepMaH
U obpaTuicad K IIOIy: — Bel, 6aTIOIIKa, CBAIEH-
HUK. [Iporty, rigayUTe Ha MeHs He KakK Ha JIFTe-
paHKHa-epeTHKa, a KaK Ha ChblHA eJUHON XpU-
CTUAHCKOM Bephl. /[OBOJILHBI JIU BHl TeM, YTO
TBOPUTCA HbIHe Ha Pycu mpaBociaBHOU? PasBe
6osipe-KHs3bs1 /lOJITOPYKHE U UHBbIE IIPaBOCJIaB-
Hble He KO0JIeOJII0T B IIapsgax AyXa 6J1aroIpuCcTOM-
HOM pesurnosHocTu? KTO, KaKk He KHa3b VBaH
JlOJITOPYKUM, IIPUBOJUII B OIIOYHMBAJIBLHIO FOHOTO
UMIlepaTopa B KaHYH BeJIHKHUX IIPasgHUKOB
OJIyIHUL] U IIOoTeIIHUIT? — 'ostoc OcTepMaHa Bce
YCUIUBAJICA. ITOT «CTAPHK» BIAPYI Cpas3y IIOMO-



JIOJleJ1 Ha MHOIO-MHOrO JieT. — OHH Hac 30BYT
«bacypMaHaMU», 3THU IIbgHble, JUKHE KHI3bS.
Bl rocmosa, He obeccybTe, UTO g CKasasl 3To, —
0o0paTHiICa BeJIMKUU AUIIOMAT K KHI310 YepKac-
CKOMY M THUTYJIOBAHHOMY OQuIlepy MacajbCKo-
My. — Bl Ha HUX He II0X0’KH; BBl — [00JIeCTHBIE
Jronu... HeT, 1 0 HUX TOBOPIO, 06 3TUX Iajiayvax.
Buput bor, g X0TeJI BOCIIUTAThL UMIlepaTopa lleT-
pa B AyXe U IIpaBjie XPUCTHAHCKHUX Havasl U IIpa-
B, 1 — HeMell!.. [IpaBra?

PsICOHOCITBI MOJTUAIMBO KUBHYJIU I'OJIOBOM.

—IIpaBza! ITpaBaa!

OcTepMaH He MOT yiep>KaTbCad OT JL0O6POH II0-
HIOIIIKY TabakKa, a 3aTeM IIPOI0JDKaJlL:

— A KoJI¥ IIpaBJa — He yTOIHO JIX BaM BOT 3TY
OyMa’kKy C IIOAIIUCBIO TOCyZapbIHU? — 11 OH OT-
JlaJI BTOpoe BO33BaHUe.

Ob111ee HelloOyMeHMe YUTaJIOCh Ha BCeX JIU-
I1jaX... YTO 3TO TOBOPUT U JeJjlaeT BeJIUMKUMI «0pa-
KyJI»?

OpJyiHBIM B30poM 00Bes1 cobpaHue OcTep-
MaH Y IIPOH3HEC:

- Ciymiaiite, TOCIIo/ia, MeHs1 BHUMAaTeJIbHO. B
Poccuu fo/pKHa OBITH HeOrpaHUYeHHas MOHAap-
xud. Korpa BiacTh IfapUIlbl He OyZeT HUYEM U



HUKeM CBsg3aHa, OrpaHHU4YeHa, TOIJa BceM OyneT
Jyuiie... Hejb3s OOIycKaThk K TPOHY OJHUX H3-
OpaHHBIX. OHM 3axXBaTAT BJacCTb. Bce TO, 4TO
npejuiararoT I'oMUIbIHEL U J[0JITOPYKHeE, BCe 3TH
IYHKTEI, KOM B MHUTaBe cropg4a IIofmucaaa AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHa, U TO, UTO OHa MAOJDKHA OyneT
IOAIIMCAaTh TOPXKECTBEHHO 3aBTPA, B Je€HB IIPO-
BO3IJIAIIeHUS ee UMIlepaTpULlel, IBseTcs rube-
JbI0 IA CcTpaHbl. HaM Hamo ymnpasgHHUTEH Bep-
XOBHBIU TaUHBIN COBET. ITO — IIEPBOE.

—-Brl BupuTe, - obpaTmicd YepKacCKUU K
«KOHCIIMpaHTaM», — BeJIMKHU ITeHell Ilerpa
IlepBoro, 3HamMeHUTHIM OcCTepMaH, caM UiIeH
BepX0BHOIro TallHOIO COBETA, 3aABJIAET BaM, YTO
9TO MpauyHOe yupe)KJeHHe Ham0 YHUUYTOKHUTE.
Wiu 1 Telleph BBHI CTaHeTe COMHEBATHCA B TOM,
4TO MBI BefieM 0e3yMHYI0, OIIaCHYI0 HUIPY, KOTO-
pasg MoXKeT OKOHUYMTBLCA Heyauel? /la pasBe, ec-
Ju OBl 3TO ObLIa HeBepHas CTaBKa, TOCIIOAUH
OcTepMaH IPUMKHYJI OB K HaM?

IToytHn 10 yTpa LLIO TalHOe 3acefaHHUe 3aro-
BOPIUKOB BO IJIaBe C OyAyIIMM KaHIUIEPOM
OcTepMaHOM.



XVl
CoH AHHbl NOaHHOBHbI

Hocne yxoma «cmesioro» KMBaHa /l0JITOPYKOTO,
IOJITO He MOIJIa IIPUUTHU B cebsa AHHaA HMoas-
HOBHa - a OBLI y)Ke yac IO3JHUM, IIpeLyTPeH-
HUH... Y7Kac 0BJIaJieJI exo.

— Kaxk moruia g 10 Toro JoUTHU? — 0Xajla OHa. —
UTo X Telepb 6yzeT? B II0JIOH ITomasa g K HUM,
KHA3bIM /[lOJITOPYKHUM. E’KeJM CTPOroCTh IIPH-
My — OHH MHe ceiJac ke 0 I'yCJIIX BCIIOMHAT. A
dpHcT Moit? Hy, Kak OH y3HaeT?... — HeCKoJIbKO
pas, 4ToOBI YCIIOKOUTE Cebs1, OHa II0AKpeIIsaach
CTaKaH4YMKaMHU BUHA, U C KQKALIM HOBEIM IIpHe-
MOM OTpaBEl Y Hee CTAHOBUJIOCH JieTye Ha JyIIIe.-

— A 4TO 4 cfiesiajia TaKoro?... 9Ka Ba>KHOCTB, I10-
oyMaelnb! /la passe s He mapura? UYro xouy, To 1
OyZay ZesaTh... — II0A00Apsiia OHa Cebsl.

KpacaBery MBaH /JOJTOPYKUM HEOTCTYIITHO
CTOsAJI Ilepen ee ryjasaMu. OHa TOYHO eIle YYB-
CTBOBAaJIa ero IIPepBLIBUCTOE AbIXaHUe, CHUJIY ero
MeIBEeKbUX 00 BSITHIH.

C 60JBIIMM TPYZOM €M yAasloch 3aCHYTh...
CHauasia COH OBLI TPEBOKHBIM, YaCTO IIpephIBa-



romuiica. AHHa MoaHHOBHA BCKaKUBaJia Ha IIO-
CTeJIM ¥ Kpu4yasia JUKHUM, UCIIyTaHHBIM I'0JIOCOM:
«O1, otil.. Ilyctu!» Ho mmocTerreHHO OHA YCIIOKOU-
Jlach Y BCKOpe COH IlepelllesI B IJIyO0KUH.

U cTpairHoe, JUKOBUHHOE CTaJI0 CHUTHLCS €.
[28]

MpauHasgs KOMHaTa CO CBOYATHIM IIOTOJI-
KOM — He TO BpO/ie OTPOMHOTIO CKJIella, He TO IIO-
rpeba — o3apeHa 6arpoBO-KpacHBIM CBETOM. ITOT
CTPAIIHBINA CBET BBIPHIBAETCSI M3 IIACTH OIPOM-
HOM IleuM, CTodlled B yriay. Ilesmad Macca Ka-
KHX-TO CTPAHHBIX, HEIIOHATHBIX IIpeIMeTOB 3a-
TIOJIHSeT IIOUTH BCe IIPOCTPAHCTBO YHBLJIOIO IIOJ-
3eMeJIbsl. AHHY BBOJSAT U TOBOPAT €M:

— Bairre BesiMuecTBO, cagUTeCch Ha 3TOT CTYJI
Ceifuac BBl yBUAWUTe, KaK MBI OyZeM pacIlipas-
JIATHCS C BparaMu.

—YbpuMu BparaMu? — CIIpallrfBaeT 0Ha, CTapa-
sICh PacCMOTPETh JIUIIA TeX, KTO IIPUBeJI ee CI/1a.

— C MOHMU! — CIIBIIITUTCS el 3HAaKOMBIH I'0JI0C.

— AX, 3TO TBI, IPHCT? — y3HaB bUpoHa, 3ajaeT
OHa BOIIPOC.

—/Jla, aTo 4. Thl, [UIT KOTOPOM S JOCTaJ TPOH,
U3MeHMsIa MHe. 3a 3TO Thl 0OOpedyeHa Ha CTpalll-
HYIO IIBITKY: Ha TBOUX IJla3axX IIePBBIM OyZeT 3a-



MyueH MBaH /[0JITOPYKUU.

JKyTko, cTpamnrHo napuiie. C TOCKOM BCMaTPH-
BaeTCcsd OHAa B JUKOBHUHHBIE IIpeAMeThI, KOTOPHI-
MU 3aCTaBJIeHa KOMHarTa.

—4YTo 3TO, IPHCT? — POOKO CIIpalIvBaeT OHa,
yKa3bIBas Ha KaK0oe-TO COOpPY’KeHHe, II0X0)Kee Ha
KayueJu.

—JT0 — pIba, — OTBEYAaeT C OTBPATUTEIHLHOU
YCMEIIIKOHU ee GaBOPUT.

—A3r0?

— 3TO — KeJle3Hble I'BO3JU, KOTOpPble BOMBAIOT
II0JT HOITH IIbITaeMbIM. /[Ba IBO3[d OyAyT BOUTHI
u UBany.

—A 4YTO BOT 3TO TakKoe? — II0OKaskIBaeT AHHA
HMoaHHOBHA Ha KpecJIo.

—-3TO0— i1 0C0060 Ba’XHBIX IIPeCTYIIHUKOB:
KpecJIO pacKaJIMBalT fobesa U IIOTOM Ha Hero
ca’karoT IIBITaeMoro...

OKO0JIO TIeYKH CHUAUT Ha KOPTOUYKAaX Ilajad...
OH mopbpackIBaeT I10JIeEHbS IPOB B I1e4b, OTKY/1a
JIETAT UCKPBHI.

Bce 6oJsibIIMil U GOJIBIINM y>Kac OBJIaZileBaeT
AnHomt MoaHHOBHOM. OHa mbITaeTcs 6e)kaTh, HO
ee rpybo0 cXBaThIBaeT 3a pyKy BUpoH.

- Kynma?! — Xpuiio crpammuBaeT OH. — bexaTs



3agymasia? Het, mocMOTpH 10 KOHIal..
—IlycTtu MeHsd, mycTH, IpHCT! MHe cTpalHo!..-
— MOJIUT OHa. — CMOTpPH, KaKHWe-TO CTpAaIHEIe
PYKHU XOTAT CXBaTUTH MEHS.

Ho brpoH MOJTYHT.

— BBenuTe ero! — KujgaeT OH 3aTeM IIPHUKa3 3a-
IJIEYHOMY MacTepy.

W BBOJAT 4yesioBeKa, I10JIyoOHa)keHHOro. OH
MOJIOJ, KpacuB, HO OPOXKUT MeJIKOM-MeJIKOH IPo-
KBIO.

— 3a uTro BBl cxBaTWIH MeHd? SI — UBaH /l0JIr0-
PYKHI, a BBl KTO? — MCCTYILJIEHHO KPUYUT OH.

— A MBI - tastayu!

«[Tamaum?! I'ocriony, rae ke a?» — C TOCKOU Y-
MaeT AHHa MoaHHOBHa.

—TI'me TpI? 3HaM, AHHA, UTO Thl B KOMHATe IIbl-
TOK, TaMHBIX CHICKHBIX [lesI KaHIIeISIPUH, — IIIell-
4eT, HAaKJIOHAACH K Hel, BUpoH.

— KT0 Xe yupeaui 3Ty KaHIIeJIIpHUI0?

— ! - ropmo orBeuaeT bupoH. — HauwmHaiiTe
IOIIPOC C IIpucTpacTueM!

W MBaHa /l0JITOPyKOro HaYWHAIOT [OIIPALIIH-
BaThb:

— XO0TeJI JIX THI IIPOCTYAUTE rocyzaps?

—HeT, He xXoTes1. CaMH IIOCyLHUTe: KaKasi MHe



OT TOTO MOIJIa I10JIb3a OBITh, KOTZa OH MEHS JIPY-
rOM CBOUM OJIFDKHUM CUMTaJI? — OTBedaeT /l0JI-
TOPYKUIA.

— A 3a4eM JKe ThHI CITauBaJI ero?

— CaM OH ITUTH XOTeJL...

— A feBUI] HeNOTPeOHBIX, 3aMOPCKUX OJIY]-
HUIT JOCTABJISI TH eMy?

— Hert, He mocTaBisyi, — TpsiceT rojioBoM MBaH
JLOJITOPYKUIA.

— Bpe1us, Herogdi! — CABIIINTCA OTBeT. — Hy-
Ka, pebsTa, B3[[leHbTe ero Ha JbI0y!..

W KkHsg3g MBaHa B3AbIMAarOT. CJIBIIIIUTCS JIer-
KHM XPYCT KOCTeH, X KHA3b KPHUYUT:

— Ot-out! CHUMHTe, CHUMUTE, Hajgauu! TsoKKo
MHe, 60JILHO!..

— CosHaeIbCcd?... — 3ax/1e0BIBAIOTCA OT Y/[IO-
BOJILCTBY I1ajIau¥, B 0C06eHHOCTU BUpOoH.

— CosHarwch!.. — ejie CJIBIIIHO IteryeT /Jl0JIro-
PYKUIi.

— JlocTaBJsil 1apro?

— JloCcTaBJIsLI...

—A cecTpy CBOIO, IIPOKJIATYIO JeBKy Ekare-
PHHKY, X0TeJI OKPYTUTD C IlapeM?...

-4 TyT HU 1pu yem. CxKajibTech! JIOOAU BEI
WU 3BEpU?... — PBETCA U3 PYK Itasiayey Jo0pbIit



MOJIOZEL!.

A opvH U3 naslauel yxe BOUBaeT eMy 110/ HO-
rOThb GJ1eCTAIINYI TBO3/b.

—ToBopu! CosHaBarics! — rpeMUT rojoc bupo-
Ha.

— XOT... XOTeJIH...

— 3aBellfaHue Ioaes1aan?

— Ilopmenany, — U3BUBAsICh OT 60U, KPUUUT
HBaH /10JTOPYyKHIA.

AnHe HMoaHHOBHe AynIHO... OHa YyBCTBYeT,
YTO ellle MHUHYTa — U ee Cepjlie pasopBeTcsa Ha
KYCKH.

—IIyctuTe ero! Ilyctutre! UTO BEI C HUM [eJIa-
eTe? — B y)Kace KpHYWUT OHA U IIbITaeTCa OpO-
CUTHCA K JlOJITOPYKOMY Ha IIOMOIIb, HO HE MO-
JKeT: HOTU CJI0BHO IIPUPOCIH K TOMY CTYJy, Ha
KOTOPOM OHa CHIUT; OHA TOJIbKO 3aMedaeT, UTo
BUpOH C packajeHHOU ITaJIKOM IIOAXONUT K Hel
U, TPO34 e 9TOM NaIKOM, KPUUUT:

— 3a Hero sacTylaeluscd? 3a Toro, KTo Tebs C
TPOHA XO0TeJ yAaJIUTL? PasBe THI He IIOHHUMA-
elllb, IJIyIlasd >KeHI[MHA, YTO eCJIH Obl UX IUIaH
yAaJIcs, TO Thl U 1 — Mbl CTHUJIU OB B MuTase?...
Krute ero!.. A TOJIBKO g OJHMH BOIIPOC €MV 3a-
IaTh Xo4y. — M BUpOH BIIOTHYIO IIOAXOAUT K 3a-



My4YeHHOMY [JlOJITOPYKOMY U CIIpallliBaeT: —
Ciagko Tebe, KHI3b MIBaH?

- Cimagko...

— A 1ioueMy Tebe cIasKo?

— A TIOTOMY, UTO B Xapio0 TBOK ILUIHOHYTH MO-
I'y! — UCCTYIVIEHHO KPHUYHUT /[OJITOPYKUH U ILIIO-
eT IIPSAMO B JIUIIO «JIOLIaJHUKY».

JTOT IIEBOK — KaKas-TO KpoBaBasd IIeHa...

OTmraTeiBaeTcsa BUpoH...

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa TIPOMKO BCKPHUKHYJIA U
pocHyJack. OHa X0Tesla BCKOYUTH C KpPOBaTH,
HO He Morza... Kakasg-To HellpeojgosiMasi CUIa
TsHYyJIa ee BO30Y)KIEHHYI BUHOM TOJIOBY K IIO-
nyuike. 11 oHa CHOBa 3a6bl1ach CHOM, TeM 00JIb-
HBIM, KOIIIMapHBIM CHOM, KOTOPBIX 4aCTO MYYHJI
ee U JI0BeJI 10 Cepbe3HbIX IIPUIIAIKOB, KOTOpPbIE
TOTZAIIHUe Bpauu He YMeJIU OIIpe/le/IUTh, HO KO-
TOpBIe TellepelrHsasd MeJUITMHAa Olpe/iesseT IIPH-
ctynaMu histeria magna.[29]

Bospiiag moiaab 6MTKOM HabuTa HapOOM.
ITestoe Mmope roy10B. Ha BEICOKOM IIOMOCTE B O7KU-
JaHUM CBOEH JKepTBBl PasryJIMBalOT IIaJayH.
OHU B KpacHBIX pybaxax, C peMeHHBIM KHYTOM
3a I10SICOM U B CBOMX CTPAIIHBIX KOJITIaKaX.

— BeayT! Be3yT!.. — IIpOHOCUTCS PeB TOJIIIEL.



Omna, sTa ToJIIIA, y>Ke COCKYUHJIACh B OJKU7A-
HHUU BUJa KPOBH.

—Hapuria exet! Iapuria! — elre rpoMue IIpo-
KaThIBaeTCd TPOMKUU KPUK Hapoza.

U BoT AHHa MoaHHOBHA B IIapaJHOM KapeTe
noabesdKaeT K JJobHOMY MecTy. Paiom ¢ Helt bu-
POH.

- ITomazu uUx! — yMoJisirollie obpalaeTcs oHa
K bupomny.

— Hu 3a uto! OHU J0JDKHEL yMepeTsh. IlepBbIM
OyzeT yeTBepTOBaH KHA3b VBaH /loJropykuit! —
OTBPaTUTENILHO CMeeTCd «KOHIOX». — CMOTpH,
AmHa: BOT OH y>Ke Ha IIOMOCTe.

3axoyioHyJI0 cepne AHHBI MoaHHOBHEBEL. U
BCe YBHJeJH, KaK IIajlauyd pPasJIoKUIU Ha KO-
ObLIKe KHA3S MBaHa /[0JITOPYKOTO, KaK IIPUBS3a-
JIA er0 peMHSIMU; KaK TOIIOPOM PYyOMJIA eMy HO-

TH U PYKH...



XVl

«Ycnyrn» KHsXHbl EkatepuHbl
Hdonropykon

YTBb CBeT IIpoCcHYyJ1ach AHHa MloaHHOBHaA.

Kak pagoBasiach OHa IIPOOYXIEHUIO OT
MY4YHUTeJIbHOI0 KOIIIMapa.

JIUIIb TOJILKO OHA yCIlesia OfeThCs, KaK B ee
IIOYUBAJIbHIO BOIleJ KHA3L AJjiekceil /loJIropy-
KUU.

— XO0pOoLII0 JIM U3BOJIMIU II0YKWBATh, BAllle Be-
JIMYeCTBO, — CIIPOCHJI OH, IIOIVIAJBIBAs Ha Hee C
KaKOU-TO 0COOeHHOM, KOJIIOBCKOM YJIBIOKOH.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA BCIIBIXHYJIA, OTBEpPHYJIACH
U THUXO IIPOMOJIBIJIA:

— Cracubo, xoporo! ToJIBKO COH OJMH HEXO-
poIIUuil BUzea.

—CoxpaHu ¥ IIOMWJIYY, Ballle BeJHYeCcTBO!
Kaxkoi1 )xe COH? — BOCKJIMKHYJI KHA3L AJIeKCe.

— He 6yny Te6e TOBOPUTH, KHI3b AsieKcell. Te-
61 ¥ TBOHUX KacaeTcsi OH, — 3aMslacb AHHa
HNoaHHOBHA.

[TobsiegHe 1 I0JATOPYKUA.

—IIpo MmeHa? IIpo Moux? A 4TO ’Ke TakKoe BO



CHe BUJeJIH? — OIIaC/JIUBO IIpoIIeITaa oH. — Koro
U3 Hac, loJITOpPyKUX, BB BUIEIHU?

— HWBaHa, — pomrenrtasna AHHa loaHHOBHA.

—A-a! Hy, 4T0 X, 3TO He 6efja, ToCyAapbIHdi... A
BOT 5 IIOHAIIOMHUTE lep3al0 BaM, UYTO JeHb Cero-
THAITHUN — BEJIUKUH T€Hb.

— A ut0? Kakoll [eHb? — OTPBLIBASCHL OT AYM,
CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

— CerofiHs1 BbI, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, TOJKHBI OY-
neTe 0QUIIMAIBbHO IIOAIIUCATDL T Y TPaMOTY, CEro-
IHs BBI 6y/ieTe 00'bsIBJI€HBI BCEHAPOLHO UMIIepa-
TPUILIeN POCCUMCKOM, — IIpousHec Asexcei /loJr-
TOPYKHIA.

B3gporuysia AHHa MoaHHOBHA. B 3Ty UCTOpH-
YeCKyl0 MUHYTY B Hel IIPOMCXOJWJIA CTpalllHas
6opnba: KoMy oTgaThcsd. C OFHOM CTOPOHBI — HEM-
nel: OcTepMaHy, e e bupoH, MUHUX, JIeBeHBOJIb]L
U BCI UX CHJIbHas HeMellKas IIapTHsd; C JPYTroH —
9Tu TosumIlbIHEL, /JloITOpyKUe, SITY’KUHCKUN U
npoure. KTo 60siee TBepnmo OyneT mepkaThb ee
TpoH? Te mau gpyrue? Kak pycckasd >KeHIIHHA,
OHa TAroTeJsa, 6e3yCcI0BHO, K CBOUM.

Ho Bupon? PasBe He 0OH cTapaJicd [ Hee?
PasBe He OH OTKOIIaJ B JaJibHed BeHeITMU TauH-
CTBEHHOI'0 Mara, KOTOPBIH IIpefipex el Cygb0y?



— AX 11a, 1 ¥ 3a6bL1a. CerogHsg Beib! — BO3OYX-
IeHHO oTBeTmsa AHHA 0OaHHOBHA.

—Tam, B ipreMHOM 3aJie, o>KUzaeT Bac Ocrep-
MaH! — coob1miI JJoropyKuii. — /[03BOJIUTE eMy
BOMUTH?...

AnHa HoaHHOBHaA IIpOBejla PYKOM IO JIOY.
OHa ellle He COBCeM IIpUIIlIa B ce6s II0CIIe yrap-
HOU HOUM. HaKOHeIT 0Ha OTBeTHJIA:

— OH, KHI3b AJleKcel, BXOTUT KO MHe 0e3 [0-
KiIaza. Boycrure!

Uepes HeCKOJILKO CEKYHJ, B KOMHAaTe «HMIIe-
paTpHUIlbl» IIOSIBUJIACH QUIypa BEJIMKOTO JUILIO-
Mara.

—Balre BeJIMYeCcTBO! — IIOUYTUTENBHO CKIJIO-
HUJICA BeJIMKWM HeMeIl K pyKe ellle He KOPOHO-
BaHHOU IOCyapbIHU. — BBl KakKeTech I10/1aBJIeH-
HOM...

-4 1I0X0 cmasia, — IIOHYPO OTBeTHJIa AHHA
HNoaHHOBHA.

— An-ani-aii! - 1mokadasl roJyioBor OcTepMay,
O6pocasg Ha /lOJTOPYKOIO CTPaHHBIM B3IJIAL. —
UTO ’Ke 3TO Bbl, JII00e3HBIN KHA3b AJleKCel, ILIO-
X0 IIOMOTraeTe Halllel II0BeJIUTeJIbHULe?

— A BBEI IOMOTHTe JIy4llle! — yCMeXHYJICT AJIeK-
ce [OJITOPYKHH.



— A BOT celiyac, OGHUM CJIOBOM. He Bepure,
KHA3b Aslekceii? — U OcTepMaH, II0I0UId K AHHe
HoaHHOBHE, TPOMKO IIPOM3HEC, IIPUCTAIbHO IJIf-
I el B Iyasa:— PanmyiTech, rocyZapblHs, Cero-
IHS.

Anuna HMoaHHOBHA [OJIT0 IJdfesa B IJiasa
OcTtepMaHny.

— BBl roBOpHTE, UTO CErofgHA? — IIPOM3HeCsa
OHa I100eJIeBIIIUMU I'yOaMHU.

—a! - TBepmo mpomsHec OcrtepmaH. — Ilos-
BOJIbTE K€ BaM, TOCyJapblHd, Kak s U oberad,
IIpeIofaTh IIOCJAeNHUN VYPOK IIOJIUTHYECKOHR
MYAPOCTH OTHOCHUTEJBHO KOHCTUTYIJMOHHOIO
obpasa IIpaBjieHHs, KOTOPHIM BaM YIOZHO BBe-
CTHU B YKJIAJ KU3HU Poccuiickoyd umiiepuu. Ho...
a-rmuxu. — OcTepMaH, BBIHYB TabaKepKy U IIO-
HIOXaB, CHOBa YMXHYJIL, a 3aTeM IIpofo/oKasl: — Ho
BaM HaJ0 CHayasa chejaTb THCIIO3UIIUI0 CEro-
THAIIHero nHd. [IpaBaa, KHI3b AJIeKcen?

—IIpaBra, HaIll BeJIMKUM OpaKyJ!.. — OTBETUI
JLOJITOPYKUIA.

- Kto OyzeT ofeBaTh Bac K I1apajHOMYy BBIXO-
Iy, Ballle BeJIMueCcTBO? — o6paTmiica OcTepMaH K
AnHe lMoaHHOBHe. — S coBeTOBaJI ObI BaM IIOIIPO-
CUTH KHA3g Ajiekced /lOJITOPYKOIO IIPHUIJIACUTH



Il Cel OKasWH ero foyb EKaTepHHy. 3a TO CYa-
CTbe, YTO OHa OyfeT IIPUCYTCTBOBATHb IIPH Ba-
IlleM TyaJleTe W IIOMOraTb BaM o6JiayaTbCd B
MaHTHI0 UMIIePATPHUIIB], BEI, Ballle BeJIHYECTBO,
He OTKakeTe B MHJIOCTH I10KaJI0BaTh €e B BAIllH
obep-ropMericTepuHEl. IIpaBay s TOBOPIO, KHA3b
AJlekceii? - HacMellZIMBO obpaTuiicd OcTepMaH
K /loJITOPpyKOMY.

Anny MoaHHOBHY CJIOBHO OoceHHJIO. OHa Bce
noxsia. IloHsyIa OHa TO, YTO CHJIA, CTAJIO OBITH,
Ha cTopoHe OcTepMaHa, pa3 OH TaK YBEPEHHO I0-
BOPHT 3a Hee; II0HSJIA, YTO Ha/l0 CIYIIATEL €ro, He
IIPOTHUBOPEYUTEL €My, IIOHsA/IA, YTO HaJ0 MCTUTH
9TOH «I10/yI0M1 KaTeprHe», KOTOpas X0TeJa BEI-
pBaTh y Hee TPOH.

Jlosropykuii 1mobJie fHe .

— OHa 60JIbHa, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO... HaBPsJ, JIU
OHa CMOJKeT ITOAHATHLCA C KPOBaTH, — IIPO6OPMO-
TaJl OH, 6pocasg HeJoyMeBalolllie B3IJAAbI Ha
OcTepMaHa, CBOEro «eJVHOMBIIIIEHHUKA».

— 4 >kesaro 3Toro!.. — TOIIHyJIa HOTOM AHHA
HNoanHoBHA. — OHa, TBOSI, KHSI3b AjleKcet, ExaTe-
pHHa, LO0/DKHA IIPHCYTCTBOBATH IIPU II030PHOM
aKTe, KoIja BBl OyjeTe JIMIIATL MeHA CaMOZep-
JKaBHSL.



«/lypa! Ax, nypa! OHa, TOTO IJIIIH, IIPOOOJITA-
ercsd!» — IoAyMaJl BeJIMKHUM «0pakKyJy» M TOT4Yac
IIpoHu3HecC:

— Baitre BeJIMuecTBO, A SOJ/DKEH 3aMeTUTH BaM,
YTO BBl BHIPA3WJINCHL Pe3KO: OTpaHUUYeHUe IIpaB
MOHapXa — BOBCe He II030pHBIM akT. Ceryac g
y6e’Ky Bac B 9TOM... Bce aTO BpeMsl BBl pasfielis-
JIX CO MHOM TOT B3IJIA, UTO II0Pa JATh UMIIEPUHU
OOJIBIITYI0 CAMOCTOSTEILHYIO BOJIIO... A-TI-ITuxu! —
ITocsie atoro OcrepMaH IIOAOINE] K AJIEKCEH
JI0JITOPYKOMY U eJie CJIBIIIHO 6pocuil eMy: — CTy-
nayTe ckopei 3a EkaTepuHori!

—A BBI 33aUueM HaayMajlM LOCTaBUTHL € 3TO
yHIDKeHue? A? JIoByIlIKa HeMelKadg? — IIPOXPU-
e JloJITOPyKUU.

—YTO BBI, UTO BB, KHA3b AJleKcem? [IJIs I10JIH-
TUKH 3TO Hazo. IlycTb Bce BHUIAT, L0 YEro JIIO-
60Bb /IOJITOPYKUX K IlapHUlle IIPOCTUPAETCS: OBbIB-
IIIyX0 HeBeCTy Ijaps, a II0TOM M KaHAUIATKY Ha
IIPeCTOJI B YCIIYKAKIIMeE K ee BeJIMUeCTBY I10CTa-
BUJIN.

JlOJITOPYKUI He MOT IIOHATH: IIpaBy TOBOPUT
«JIyKaBBIA HeMell» WJIM OH IIPOCTO H3JeBaeTcsd
Hag HUM?

—YTo >Xe ThI, KHI3b AJIEKCell, He CJIbIXaJ, YTO



JIA, MOEro IIPUKa3aHWsa? — HeTepIIeJIUBO BOC-
KJIuKHYyJ1a AHHa oaHHOBHA.

— Celiyac, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO, 1 OTIIPaBJIIOCH
3a Hel, — [IpoKaluM OT OelleHCTBa T0JI0COM
npousHec [[0JITOpyKUH.

«YUTo 3TO ¢ Hei? OTKyZa B3sUICA BAPYT 3TOT
BJIACTHBIN TOH, 3Ta IrOpeIUBasi 0CaHKa?» — HeJ[0-
yMeBaJl OH, BBIXO/II U3 IIOKOEB IOCYylapbIHMU.

* * %

—BcraBsaii, Bans! — TopMorn Ajstekceit J10JI-
TOPYKHM KpacaBlja MBaHa, OT[BIXaBIIIEro II0CJIe
6eCCOHHOM HOUM.

—A... MM... — IIpOMBIYaJI TOT B 60TaThIPCKOM
CHe.

— Bcrasaii, roBopio!

C TpymoM ouyxaJicsa KHA3b VBaH.

—4YT0 HaZ[0? — HeJJOBOJILHO CIIPOCHJI OH.

Anexkcer JIOJITOPYKHUM IIPUHSAJICA PACCKAa3LI-
BaTh TOJIBKO UTO ITPOMCIIEJIIYIO CI[eHY B IIOKO-
X AHHBI 10aHHOBHBI, IIpUOBITHe OcTepMaHa U
OUKOBHUHHBIN IIPpHKa3 0 TOM, 4ToObl EKaTepuHa
oJleBaJla ee K IIapagHoMy BeIxony. Ilo Mepe Toro
KakK TOBOPHJ AjieKcel /lOJITOPYKUM, BCe 60JIb-
IIee U OoJiblllee WM3yMJIeHUeE I10SBJISJIOCH Ha JIU-
e KHA34 l1BaHa. COH C Hero cpasy cJeTel.



- la ny?

—Bot Te6e u «Hy»! He yasiu 51, 4YTO II0CJIe BUe-
palllHero AHs Tak JeJIo IIoeT!.. — pasBeJ pyKa-
Mu Anekcein Jlogropykuii. — UTo >Ke, pasBe TEhI
He II0BeCeJINI ee?

HBaH ycMexXHYJICA.

—PasBe MeHs He 3Haelllb? — BOIIPOCOM OTBe-
THJI OH.

— Tak 4dero >xe oHa QopAbI6aUUTHCS HavaIa?

— A 3T0 — IITYKH 3TOT0 IIPOKJIATOIO HEMIIA.

—Ioxkanyi, — TPeBOXXHO BELIPBAJIOCH Yy AJIEK-
ceqa Jlomropykoro. — Hy, Mbl mmo6opemcsa erne! —
TOp/i0 BHIIPAMMIICA OH. — OHa B HAIIUX PYKax,
He BrIBepHeTcd! /la u OcTepMaHy He pPe30H CCO-
puThbcd ¢ HaMu. HeT, IIyCcTKU Bce 3TO, 3ps Tpyca
MBI IIpasgHyeM!.. Majio jid 4To IJIyIiod 6abe Ha
yM B36pezeT?! Thl UAU K CecTpe, Be3U ee, a MHe
3/leChb IIPOXJIa’KAaThCd HEeKOIla; Heslb3s 6e3 cebs
IBOpeL] 1a 1 ee OCTaBJIATE...

Kuasr FBaH 1movecaJ1 3aThHIJIOK U IIPOU3HEC:

— O, saaprauuTca EKaTepHHYIIKa, He IIO-
efet! PasBe caM He 3Haelllb ee XapakTepa JUKO-
ro?

— A TBI yTOBOPH, Ype30Hb, BaHro111a!

— A ec1d He IIOMOKET? — CIIpoCHJI FIBaH.



— CuiikoM TaIiy, BosiokoM!.. He HaBJIeKaTh ke
HaM Ha CBOM TOJIOBHI Oefpl M3-3a ee IJIYIIO-
creut?... Uny, uny, a 4 moefy. HeCItoKOMHO UTO-TO
CepjAile y MeHs.

— K xakoMy 4yacy TOp>KeCcTBO-TO Ha3HaueHO?

- K nBym. BpeMms ecTs, a Bce Ke IIOTOPOITUTE-
¢ Hazo.

Kua3p Ajiekceli yexasi, a lIBaH oTIIpaBUJICH K
cecTpe.

EMy mpumnurock pasbyguTth ee, W, KOIja OH
CKasaj ey, B yeM JeJyo, ExaTeprHa BIaja B Ta-
Koe OeIlleHCTBO, 4YTO, 3a0BIB O IIPUCYTCTBUU
B3pocJIoro 6para, BCKOYMJIa C KpOBaTU B OHOM!
pybarike.

—Yro?! — 3aTOIIaIa OHA 0 KOBEP CBOMMU XOPO-
LIIeHBKUMHY, MaJIeHbKUMU HOXXKaMU. — S JOJIXK-
Ha exaThb ojeBaThb ee? A?! /la Tl pexXHYJICA, UTO
Jau?

—-HW He nymai. 3TO ee >KejlaHUE, — OTBETHII
VBaH cecTpe. — He 3a6r1Baii, KaTs, 4TO C cerogHs
OHa CTaHeT y>Ke 0pHUITHaIbHO UMIIepaTPHUIleH.

— NMmrmepaTpuneit! Cxkaxu 1moskainyiicta! He
OHa, a f... IOHUMaelllb — 1 JOoJ/DKHA Oblla OBITH
HUMIlepaTpuIlei! — IMBIJIKO IIPOM3HeC/Ia KHKHA,
TOpLe/IMBO OTKUIBIBAsI Has3al CBOK KpacHUBYIO



TOJIOBKY.

UBaH /[lOJITOPYKUU HEBOJILHO PacCMesIcd,
TJIA Ha CBOKO CECTPEHKY, CTOSBIITYIO IIepel HUM
B OJTHOU pyOalliKe ¥ MeyTaBIIIYI0 0 KOPOHE.

ExaTepuHa, 3aMeTUB yJIBIOKY OpaTa, OKOHYa-
TeJIbHO BCIIBLIHJIA.

— 39X, BB, «CHJIbHBIE», «MOTyUHe»!.. Ipo3eBaIu
BBl TPOH [UI1 MeHs!— C TOpedybl IIPOM3Heca
OHAa. — BeZib 1 HeBECTOM Ke I[apCKOU ObLIa.

JTO B30pBaJIo KHA34 VIBaHa.

—/la 4TO ThI OYPOU IPUTBOPSIEIILCI? — KPUK-
HyJ OH. — CaMa BeJib 3Haelllb O II0/IJI0KHOM 3a-
BeIllaHuU. UTO Ke I10/ieJIaelllb, eCIN IeJI0 He BEI-
ropesio? 3aTo Tellepb BCe eJUHO BCS BJIACTH 0Y-
IeT B HalKuxX pykKaX. C ['OJMUIBIHBIMU MBI I10JIa-
oM. BOT, KCTaTH, OOMH U3 HUX, Baciini, Bce Ha
Tebs 3eHKH IISIUT. BBIHZIEIIL 3a HEro — TOM JKe
napuien 6yzemnb. Hy, cobuparicsa ckopee! [[06-
POM He TI0€e/Ielllb, CUJION I10Be3Y.

— MeHsg? - CBepKHyJIa IIasaMu KHsDKHa EKa-
TepUHa.

—Tebs1. Yero ThI Ha cCaMOM [ieJie JIOMaeIlbCs?
MaJjio, 4To Ji¥, y HaC ¥ TaK XJIOIIOT U 3a060T, a TyT
U3-3a TBOUX KAaIIpU30B HEIIPUATHOCTU II0JIY-
4aTh!..



—He x04y g, He MOI'y VHIDKeHHE TaKoe IIpU-
HATH, YTOOBI II0/1aBaTh TyQJIH fa miaTthbel..

—/la TBI, Iypa, TO coobpasu: Beb CETOJHS I
AHHEBI IeHb He TOP)KeCcTBa, HO YHIDKeHUs, Belb
CeroJHs ey ITOKa’kyT, Kakas Ha Pycu 6yzeT 1iap-
CKag BJacTh. Xa-xa-xal!. Kopoue BOpOOGBHHOTO
HOCa, IIOHSIAa ThI? — IIMHUYHO PacXoXoTasICA
HBaH. — Tak THI 3aUeM Ke X0Uelllb JIUIATh cebs
YIOBOJILCTBUS VHIDKeHNEM ee HacaagUuThCsa?
CMoTpH, eckaTh, BcA Poccus 3HaeT, UTO erKesu
OBl MeH$ IlapuIleil BbIOpaJIM, TaK 9 6e3 BCIKOTO
OTpaHHUYeHUs TOCyJapCTBOM IIpaBUia Obl; a BHI-
Opasu Teb6s — Ha, IIoJydal, KaK HUIas1, MUJIO-
CTHIHIO — UTPYIIIEYHYI0 KOPOHY, KOPOHY 6e3 BIIa-
CTH.

IToMuMO OKHIAHHUA, 3TH C/I0Ba MBaHAa IIPOUS-
BeJIM TaKOe CUJIbHOe BIleuaTjieHWe Ha ExaTepu-
HY, 4YTO OHAa Ja’ke C paZOoCTBI0 CTasa IIOCIIEIIHO
0ZleBaThCs U I0exasa ¢ 6paToM BO JBOPeELL.

* % %

—4YTo Xe 3TO BBI, MWJas, 3acTasJjsieTe cebs
TaK [JOJIr0 >KAATh? — pe3Ko obpaTwiack AHHa
HMoaHHOBHA K BOIIeJIIe B ee IIOKOM KHsDKHe
ExaTepuHe /[lOJITOPYKOM ¥ BIIMJIACH BOCIIAJIEH-
HBIM B30pOM B ee IIpeJIeCTHOe JIUIIO.



«['OBOpAT, UTO OHAa y>Ke M3Befasia J00Bb. /la
YTO-TO HEIIOXO0yKe: HMIIb, KaK CBe)ka», — C 3aBH-
CThIO IogyMaJsia AHHa lloaHHOBHA.

CMepTesbHO II06seHesNa Jloaropykas OT Ta-
KOT0 «JIJaCKOBOTO» IIPUBETCTBUS.

—Tak KaK g 10 CUX IIOp TOPHUYHOU ellle He
Obl1a, TO He IIPUBBIKJIA TOPOIIUTHCS, — HaJMEH-
HO OTBeTIIA OHA.

AnnHa MoaHHOBHA BCKOYMJIA CO CTYJIa, IIOL0-
nuia K /loJIropyKou ¥, 6JIM3KO HaKJIOHUBIIUCH K
JIAITY KpacaBUIIbI-KHSDKHBI, IIPOIIIHIIe Ia:

— AX, BOT KaK BBl yMeeTe, MIJIasl, pasroBapu-
BaTh?

ExaTepuHa /loJiropykasi TOpZi0 BBIIIPSIMUJIACK.
Pe3KUi1 OTBET y>Ke TOTOB OBLJI COPBATHCA C €e YCT,
HO CTpalllHbIM yCHUJIMEeM BOJIKM OHAa OBJIaZiesIa CO-
6010 ¥ ToOeIeBITUMH OT OeIlleHCTBAa M BOJTHEHUS
rybamu, IIpoIenTasia:

—Pa3Be 4 ckasajla 4TO-HUOYIb Jep3Koe KU
OCKOpOuTesbHOe?

— OckopbuTesbHOE?! - BOCKJIMKHyJa AHHA
HMoaHHOBHA, CKUMasg KyJjaku. — /Jla pasBe Tbl
WJIN UHOM KTO MO’KeTe OCKOPOUTH HMMIIepaTpH-
1y Bced Pycu?

Ejie 3amMeTHasi, UpDOHUYECKU-3/I00Has yJIbIOKa



npoberkasa o ry6aM KpacaBHIIbl /I0JITOPYKOM.
OHa BCIIOMHMJIA BCe, YTO CJIBIIIaga OT 6paTa.

«ITorofiy, CKOpPO THI y3Haelllb, KaKas Thl OY-
Jlelllb UMIlepaTpHIia Bces Pycu!» — IIpOHecJI0Ch B
ee roJIOBe.

OcTepMaH, OCTaBIIMHUCI 6€3MOJIBHBIM 3PHTe-
JIeM 3TOM TsDKeJIOM CLleHBI, IIOUTHUTEIbHO 06pa-
TUJICA K AHHe lloaHHOBHE:

—Paspelrire MHe ymaJIMTHCS, Ballle BeJIHYe-
CTBO, BaM IIOpa IIPHUCTyIIaTh K TyaJeTy. Chbes[
yoKe HayasICs.

—/Ja, ma, Mo MuiblH OcTepMaH, BBl IIPaBhI!
[Topa, mtopa! — BO36y>XZieHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIa AHHA
HoaHHOBHA.

OcTepMaH CKJIOHHJICA K PYKe II0BeJIUTe/ILHH-
IIbI U, I1eJIysL PYKY, IIPOTOBOPHIL:

—AX, 9 ¥ 3a0BLI I0JIOKUTH BallleMy BeJInye-
CTBY, YTO JI0 BAaIller0 BHIXO/A B IIapaJHBIN 3aJ Y
Bac JJOMOTalOTCs IIOJIYUYUTh ayJUeHIUI0 06ep-Ka-
Meprep BupoH ¥ mpuOBIBIINIT U3 MHUTaBhHI CU-
HBOP /PKHOJIOTTH.

PazocTe, HO BMecTe C TeM M KaKoe-TO 60JIb-
1II0e CMYIIleHHe BCIBIXHYJIM B TIJlasaX AHHEI
HoaHHOBHEI.

— Xopo1o... I UX IpuMYy, — IIPOU3HeCIa OHa.



OcrepmaH BeIlles. Hauajica «BeJIMKUM» Tya-
JIeT UMIIepaTPHUIIEL.

Ha masmHOBOM 6apXaTHOM IIOAYILIKE CBepKa-
JIa, IIepesIuBasCh PasHOIBETHHIMU OTHSIMU, aJl-
MasHas UMIIepaTopcKas KOpoHa. TyT jke CBepKa-
JI 3Be3[ibl; OHU [OJ/DKHBI OBLIM YKPaCUTh IPYAb
HUMIIepaTPHUIIBL.

Kaxum B3risgoM, IIOJIHBIM TOCKU U IIedaliy,
CMOTpeJIa Ha 3TH BOXKJeJIeHHEIe IpeaMeThl Exa-
TepuHa Jlosropykasa! Bengb Bce 3TO, BCe 3TU CUM-
BOJIbI 6€3yMHO-MOI'y4yel BJIaCTHU MOIJIM IIPUHA-
JIeKaTh el. A Terlepb? Tellepb OHa ObLjIa YHUKe-
Ha, 0CKopObJieHa.

— BbI 3acHyJIH, MIIag? — CEPAUTO OKJIMKHYJIA
ee AHHa HMoaHHOBHa. — HafjeHbTe MHe Ha HOI'Y
TyQuro! - 1 0Ha IPOTSIHYJIa CBOIO TOJICTYHO HOTY
Kpacasuile ExaTepuHe /[0JITOPYKO.

-5 He MOI'y HaKJIOHATHCA... Y MEHSI T0JIOBA
KPY>KHUTCA...

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa mo6arpoBesia OT O6ellleH-
CTBa U IIPOXPHIIEJIa:

—Eciu TBI, TBaph, He HaJleHelllb MHe Ty
Ha HOTY, Tak g Tebd B CHOHUPH COIILIIO!

U Joaropykasa Hajgesa.

TyasieT okoHUMICH. AHHA MoaHHOBHA CTOdIa



BO BCEM BeJIMKOJIEIIMHM W BeJHUYUU I1apajHOro
IJapCKOro ofesHus. Ee JIMII0, UCKYCHO IIOAKpA-
IIeHHOe, Kas3aJIoCh KpacuBee OOBIKHOBEHHOTO,
6yiaromapss Tak)ke HeoObIYalfHOMY O0JIeCKYy, Ka-
KHM CBepKaJIH ee IJ1as3a.

—Temteps, KHsDKHa ExkaTepuHa Jlosropykas,
BBl CBOOOJHBI X MOKeTe UATHU B TPOHHBIHN 3aJl. 5
’Kejlalo, YTOOBI BBl IIPUCYTCTBOBAJJIU IIPU CETO-
THAITHEN TOP)KeCTBEHHOM IlepeMOHUH, — IIpe-
HeOpeKUTeJIbHO 06paTHiach OHa K /[0JITOPYKOH.

Ta, 6yiegHas1, BBILILIA U3 IIOKOEB UMIlepaTpU-
IIbL

—Crynmarite W BBl Bce! - IpuKasaja AHHa
MoaHHOBHA OCTaJIbHBIM QperIruHaM.

B aTy MUHYTY, «II0 CBOEMY IIpaBy», 6e3 [JOKJIa-
Iia Boles Ajsiekced JoJaropykuit. 37100HO, XUTPO,
HUCIIOZI00bs OTJIAZleSl OH BeJNYeCTBEHHO-IIBIIII-
Hy10 QUIYpYy HEeHaBUCTHOM AHHBI 0OaHHOBHBI U
CIIPOCHJI, HU3KO KJIQHSAACH:!

— BRI TOTOBEL, Ballle BeJIMYEeCTBO?

— Kak BuguIe, KHA3b AJlekceil. Ay B a C Bce
roroBo? - W AnHa IMoaHHOBHA BIHWJIACh Ka-
KUM-TO 0COOeHHBIM, 3araJjloYHbIM B30pPOM B JIU-
110 TOT0, KTO BKyIle C ['OJIMIIBIHBIMU II0AKOIIaJICSA
IO} caMo/jiep KaBHe ee TPOHA.



U HeBOJIBHO CMYTUJICS AJleKcel [[0ITOPYKUHA.

- /la, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, BC€ TOTOBO. B TpOH-
HOM 3aJle coOpaJuCh Bce. I MUTPOIIOJUT yrKe
IIpHrexas, — OTBeTHJI OH.

— A, 1 oH? 1 eMy X0UeTcCs IIOIJIA[ETh, KaK pyc-
CKas LjapHlla M HUMIlepaTpUIla OyAeT IIOAIIKCHI-
BaTh OTpevYeHHe OT CBOMX HMCKOHHEBIX JIeprKaB-
HBIX IIpaB?

— Bazirre BesrmuecTBoO!

— Huuero, Hu4ero, KHA3b AJIeKCeH, 51 BeJb IIIy-
yy!l.. — KpUBO yCMexXHyJjach AHHA lloaHHOBHA. —
By[b IIOKOEH: s1 HUKOIZIa He 3a0y[y TBOUX YCJIVT.
Cerfuac s BeIMAY. Ho Ipesxzie g XoTesia OBl II0BHU-
JaTh TeX IBYX JIMI], KOM HMCIIPAIIXBaOT y MeHSI
ayaueHIMH. OJUH U3 HUX — BUpoH. OH 6B1 MHe
IIpefaH U BepHO CAYKWI MHe, Korja s Oblia
7KaJIKOM 3aTHaHHOM TrepIioTUHeNd KypsgHACKOM.
IIycThb OH, KaK o6ep-Kameprep, II0BefieT MeHd U K
CTyIIeHAM TpPOHA. /[[pyro — CUHbLOP /I>KHOJIOTTH.
OH crrac MeHd 0T 60JIe3HH. EMy TOJKe IIepBoe Me-
cTo. Tak BOT THI ¥ BIIyCTH UX, KHA3b AJIeKCEH.

- Koro ’ke IIpUTIIaCUTHL IIEPBHIM, Ballle BeJIH-
4ecTBO? — CcHpocu  /lOJITOPYKHM, 3aMeTHO
B3 POTHYB U I100JIeJHEB.

- Cunropa /DKHUOJIOTTH, — IIpHKasaja AHHA



HMoaHHOBHA.

XX
Mmnepatpuua, KyAeCcHUK N «KOHKX»

Bame BeJINYeCTBO! — IIP03ByYaJl 3HAKOMBINA
BJIACTHBIN TOJIOC, U, IIpeXXzae ueM AHHA
HoaHHOBHa ycIliesa OIIOMHHUTBECI, K €e HoraMm
CKJIOHWJICA BeJMKHUU 4Yapofed U IIBIKO BOC-
KJIMKHYJI: «Soit béni ce jour, votre Majesté! Le
dernier acte de votre tragedie est fini...»[30]

— Taxk aTo — 11paBga? MeHs He 00MaHBIBAOT? —
npoJsienietasa AHHa MoaHHOBHA.

— HeT, HeT, Ballle BeJIMUeCTBO. B To BpeMs Kak
MBI TOBOPHUM C BaMM, CIOJla y>Ke TalHO IIPUOJIU-
5KAIOTCA T€ CHJIBI, KOTOpPEIE TOJDKHEI CIIaCTH Bac.

— U ceituac Bce OKOHUUTCA?

—Bce, Bce, rocymapriHga. Buepa g y>Ke BHJEJI
BCe TO, UTO COBEpIIUTCS CerofHs, U CEerogHSA BEI
MHe JaJuTe KOJIBII0 CaMOJepKaBHOM HMMIIepa-
TPHUILIBL.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa ObLIa OKOHYATEJLHO IIO-
TpsiceHa. /[PKUOJIOTTU, BeJIUKHUN MarucTp TauH-
CTBEHHOI'O OpPZEeHa, OChIIal ee PYKHU CTPACTHEI-
MU IIOITeJIysIMU!..



—TaMm, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO, 0KHUAAEeT Bac TOT,
KTO ChITpasl O0JIBIIYI0 POJIb B Balllel >KU3HU U
KOTOPBIH O6yZieT Urpats elle 60JbI1y10. IIycTh OH
BouzeT. Ho... — TyT /PKHOJIOTTH OJIM3KO HAKJIO-
HUWICA K YXy AHHLI FI0aHHOBHEI U TAUHCTBEHHO
3amrenTaJt: — Ho, Ballle BeJIM4eCcTBO, BUEPAIIIHIOIO
HOYb C HaIMOHAJBbHBIM PYCCKUM HHCTPYMEH-
TOM — I'YCJIIMU — BBI I0JDKHBI UCKYIIUTh.

Anna MoaHHOBHA BC4 I106eJtesia.

—Kax?! - oTmiatHysiack oHa. — Bbl 3TO 3Hae-
Te?!

—JTO 3HAI He TOJIBKO s, HO U OH. IloaTomy
BB, JIMIIIb TOJILKO OH BOIeT, NOJDKHBI Oynere
II03JpaBUTH ero C OyAayllel TepIioICKOM KOpo-
HoU KypisgHauu.

— A pasBe 3TO CJIY4YUTCA KOTJa-HUOYAL? — 3a-
TpereTajia AHHA MoaHHOBHA.

— be3 comHeHus. S npefipekaro BaM U eMy 3TO
BakHOe cob6bITHe. Wi BBl MHe He BepuUTe? —
CBEPKHYJI Iy1a3aMU /PKUOJIOTTH.

Ha miopore ctosi1 BUpoH B mapagHoit popMe.

— IPHCT! — TUXO CJIeTeJIO C I'y6 UMIlepaTpPHUIIbL.

BupoH 6511 6s1efieH. Ero Iy1a3a cBepKaJIu Xyzi0
CKpPBITOM 371060, TOJI0OBa HAJMEHHO 3aIIPOKUHY-
Jlach Hasaz. OH OBICTPO U PelIUTeJIbHO II0f0IIIe



K AHHe l10aHHOBHE U XPUILIO IIPOU3HEC:

— 4 mosiaraji, 4TO pyccKasg MMIIEpaTPHIla HHU-
KOIJla He MO’KeT TaK HU3KO I1aCTh, UTOOBI 3a6aB-
JIATBCS CO CBOMMH pasBpaTHBIMU cMepraMmu. S
roJjiaraj, YTo K TPOHY, KOTOPBHIX A00OBLI S BaM,
Bac 1oBeay . Ho, kaxxeTcs, g omuocsa? I[Ipukae-
Te MHe I103BaTh KHs34 MBaHa /losiropykoro? Mo-
’KeT ObITh, U Tellepb, B 3Ty CTPAIIHYI0O MUHYTY,
KOI7la Ballla CyAb0Oa BUCUT Ha BOJIOCKe, V Bac
SIBUTCS >KeJlaHWe I103a6aBUTHCSI WIPOM Ha TYC-
Jsix? — U Bapyr BupoH rpy60 CcXBaTUI AHHY
HoaHHOBHY 3a pyKy. — CiayiiaiTte, AHHA: ellje He
BCe IIPOU30IILIO, ellle Bbl He 0CBOOOXKIEHE], ellle
BCd CHJIa B HAILIKUX pyKaxX. IIoHMMaeTe BEI 3TO? —
A 3aTeM OH OIIYCTHJICA IIepesi CMITeHHOMN UMIIe-
paTpuileli Ha KOJIEHHM U IIBIJIKO BOCKJIUKHYIL: —
Mos moporast AHHA, 32 YTO BEI TaK KE€CTOKO HaJ-
CMesiJINCh HaJlo MHOU? Benpb g 6e3yMHO JIIO0JIIO
Bac. 3a Bac g roTOB OTAATH ITOCJIELHIOI KaIlIio
KpoBHU. — bupoH Bckouwmi. — ['0BOpH, OTBeyai:
ThI MOs?

W Anna MoaHHOBHA IIOKOPHO OTBETHJIA:

- TBos.

— Tl 60JsibIlle HUKOIZA 3TOIO He Clesaellb?
ThI He U3SMEHUIIIbL TBOEMY IPHCTY?



— He u3MeHI10.
— Tak BecTH Tebs TyAa, B 3TOT CTPAIIHBIN 3a1?

— Bepgu!..
XX
Ja 3apaBcTByeT camoaepXxXaBHas
uMnepartpuual

TpOHHLII?I 3aJI JBOpIla UMeJl HeOObIYaiHO TOp-
JKeCTBeHHBIN BHUJ. Bce «BepXOBHUKU» ObLIU
yKe B cbope. B CBOMX POCKOIIHBIX MYHIUpaX,
CBEPKAIOIUX aJIMasHBIMU 3Be3aMU U 30JI0TbIM
IIUTHEM, OHH, 06pa3oBaB 0COOYI0 TPYIIY, BeJu
TUXUM PpasroBop. 37ecb - KaK 3TO BO3MOXKHO
TOJILKO BO [IBOpIle C ero MHTPUTaMU — «Bpar»
IpPY>KeCKU-I1060e3HO0 6ece0BaJl C «BparoM».

Ha smitax Bcex COOpaBIIMXCS MOYKHO OBLIO
IIPOYEeCThb OCTPOe OKHJAaHHe Yero-TO PellruTe Ib-
HOrO, Ba)XHOro. CeropHsdlrHee o¢UIHUATIBHOE
mposo3riameHye AHHBI HM0OaHHOBHBEI HMIIEPA-
TpUILeH, COObITHE, KOTOPOe [OJDKHO OBLIO CJIY-
YUTHCA BOT Celuac, HeBOJIbHO BOJIHOBAJIO BCeX.
[IcuxoJsioryst 9TOM GsIeCTAIed IPUABOPHOM TOJI-
116l OblJIa pa3/IMyHa: B TO BpeMs KaK OJHU JIUKO-
BaJI¥, APyTHe CTOSUIA C IIOHYPBIMH, GJefHBIMU



jariaMy. K 4ucily IepBBIX IIPHUHAJJIEIKAJIHA Te
«BEPXOBHUKHU-KOHCTUTYIIMOHAJIUCTEI», KOTOPBIM
ygajock B MwuraBe BBIPBATh IIOAIINCH AHHBI
VMoaHHOBHBI Ha OIpPaHUYUTEJBLHON IPaMOTEe;
K YHCJIy BTOPBIX — BCe Te, KOTOPEIe IIPeYyBCTBO-
BaJIu I cebs y>Kac II0JTHOBJIACTHOIO BJiIajiblye-
CTBa OT/EeJbHOM KYUYKH JIUIL, Bpoje ['OJIUIbIHBIX
u J[oJITOPYKHUX.

Hu U1 KOro He SBJISLJIOCH TaMHOM, YTO IIPU
IIpOBO3IJIallleHN AHHa HMoaHHOBHA BTOPHUYHO
IOJDKHA Oy/leT OTpeybCsl OT BCeX IIPOUYUX IIPepo-
raTuB CaMoOJep>KaBHOM ITapCKOM BJIACTH.

[leHTpOM BCeOOI[er0 BHUMAaHUA SIBJISJINCH
KHA3bs [0JIUIBIHEL, B 0CO6€HHOCTH /IMUTPHUM, U
KHA3bs1 Jlosiropykue — Asekced U MiBaH. 3TO ObI-
JIY Te, KTO 4Yepes yac-Ba JLOJDKHBI ObLIIA SBUTHCSI
HaCTOAIIMMHU BepIIUTeIIMHU Cyfeb6 Poccuiickoit
UMIIEPUH.

Kaxk HU cTapasica KHa3b AjleKcel [[oJITopyKui
BJIaZleTh C000M, ero BOJIHEHMe HeBOJILHO Opoca-
JIOCH BCeM B Ivia3a. OH ObLI OJiefieH, KaK HHKO-
rra. Ero B3opsl 6eCIIOKOMHO 6JIy>KAaIu, OTHICKU-
Basd ¢urypy MBaHa. A TOT CO CBOMM KpPaCHUBEHIM,
pasBpaTHBIM JIUIIOM CTOSI C MJIAAIIUM ['OJIHIIBI-
HbIM. OH UYTO-TO paccKasblBaJ IIOC/IeSHEMY H,



cBepKas 6esbIMU 3y6aMH, TOBOJILHO I'POMKO, 6e3
CTeCHeHM X0X0TaJl.

—YTo 3TO ¢ KHA3eM AJieKceeM /loJITOPpyKUM?
CMoTpHTe, KaK OH 6JiefieH U pacCTpOeH!.. — CJIbI-
LIaJIuCh TUXHUE T'0JI0CA.

Kussp imutpuit TosmuipiH, 6eceloBaBIINN C
AnexceeM [[OJITOPYKUM, TOXKe He MOT He 3aMe-
TUTH €ro PacCTPOeHHOI0 BUAa U TUXO CIIPOCHIL:

—YT0 c TO60M, KHI3L AjeKceii? Thl B3BOJIHO-
BaJICS, TJISITU: Y Tebd TaXke PYKU XOAYHOM XOJAT.

Kaxkasg-To cymopora Ipo6erkajia o JIUITy BCe-
CUJILHOTO BEJIbMO>KH, U OH OTBETHUJL:

-4 mymaro, 4TO U TBI, KHA3b /[MUTpUi, He
BIIOJIHE CIIOKOEH.

—7? U He gymMaro BOJTHOBATHCA!.. — YCMEXHYJI-
ca T'osmnplH. — Yepes yac Bce 6yZeT OKOHUYEHO.
OHa cTa”HeT HMMIIepaTPHIlEM, HO IIPABUTH T'OCY-
IapCTBOM OyZieM MBI.

— Ciyma#t, KH43b /IMUTPHUU, — Havajl IIeIlo-
ToM Josropykuii. — Cayma! TsoKesioe IIpeguys-
CTBHE My4yaeT MO0 ayiry. CepAlie HOET, CJI0BHO
6eny CIIBIIIUT.

—YTo 9TO THI, KHI3b AJIeKCel, B 6a0bU IIpH-
MeThl BepoBaTh CTaj? CTBIAUCH, — YJIBIOHYJICA
KHA3b ['OJTUITBIH.



— AX, KHA3b /IMUTPHUM, THI BOT BCe IIIYTKH IIIY-
THIIIb, a I 30PK0 KO BCEMY IIPUIJIIBIBAIOCH.

— Hy u uTO0 ’Ke TBI yBHET?

—bosbiryro mepemMeHy B H e H. Bor yxe
HECKOJILKO [JHeM, YTO OHa IOJIOBY IIOAHAIA, Ha
MeHs IIOIJIAJbIBaeT HaCMeIINBO, KaK OBl C H3-
IeBKOM. 9TO, IIOMSIHU MO€ CJIOBO, HECIIPOCTA.

—4Yro Xe Tebs, KHA3b, yAUBJAeT? Benb oHa
HUMIlepaTpHUIei cebd YyBCTBYET.

- Het, He To aTo. UyAuTC MHe, YTO 3a Hee
OcTtepMaH paboTaer.

—Jla pasBe OH — He HAII?

— A KTO ero 3HaeT? KT0 pasragaeT 3Ty XUTPYIO
HEMEIIKYI0 JIMCHITY?... — IIPOJ0JDKaJ BBICKA3EI-
BaTb CBOe 0EeCIIOKOMCTBO /IOJITOPYKHM. — A BOT
ceryac Impuexanau BO IBOpell BUpoOH U KaKOM-TO
TAaUHCTBEHHBLIM CUHBLOP /PKHOJIOTTH. AHHA y[a-
JIMJIa MeHd U BeJla C HUMU KaKylo-To Geceny. O
yeM? KTo uX 3HaeT! A TOJILKO OFHO CKa’Ky: He K
Io6py 9TO, KHA3L /IMUTPUN. AX, BOH, IJI4U, BOH
OH, 3TOT TAMHCTBEHHBINA HHO3eMeL1!

AMUTpUN T'OJIAIBIH IIOIJIAflesl U I106JIeiHe
He MeHee, ueM U Ajtekceli JJ0JITOPYKUIA.

—Tocmogu! Kakoii [TUKOBHUHHBIM... KaKOM
CTPAIIHBIM!.. — IpPOIIeNTaJl OH, XBaTasg PYKY



JlOJITOPYKOTO.
-1 roBopuJI Tebe... ITOT UesIOBeK, ITOXOXKUHI

Ha aHTUXPUCTA, HeceT HaM HecyacThe!

CyeBepHBIM y>Kac 3aCTbI Ha JIMIlAX 000UX
KHs3e!.

JPKHOJIOTTH B CBOEM JHKOBHMHHOM JJISI MOCK-
BUYEN KOCTIOMe BeJIMKOI0 MarucTpa, B GU0JIeTo-
BOM ILIallle, CO CBepKAaIllell TAaUHCTBEHHBIM CU-
sIHHEeM IIeIIbI0 Ha Illee, IIeJI TOPZ0, Ba’KHO, BEJIU-
JecTBeHHO. O0I1iee U3yMJIeHHe OBJIa/iesI0 BCEMHU.

—Kto 3to? CMoTpuUTe, CMOTPUTE: OH HAIIpaB-
JIeTCs IIPsIMO K TpoHy! KTO 3TOT Kep3HOBEHHBIN
CMeJIbYaK? — IIOCJIBIIIIAJICS IIIeTIOT.

JPKHUOJIOTTH, NeCTBUTEILHO, II00IIe]I K TPO-
HY ¥ OCTAaHOBMJICA OKOJIO HEro, II0 IIpaByIO CTO-
PpOHY.

[losgBiIeHME «CTPAIIHOIO» HE3HAKOMIIA OCO-
6eHHO IT0pasuo MUTpoIoauTa. OH 06paTHiICa K
COHMY BBICIIIET0 AYXOBEHCTBA, CTOSIBIIIEMY II03a-
U, ¥ OBOJILHO I'POMKO IIPOU3HeEC:

—Kto ceit yvesnoBek? KTO CMeeT IIOAXOIUTH
CTOJIb OJIM3KO K CBAIIEHHBIM CTYIIeHIM TpPOHAa
II0Ma3aHHUKOB boxuux? 110 JIMKY ero BUXKY, YTO
4YeJIOBEK OH MHOIO IIJIeMeHU, 6acypMaH, epeTHUK,
eZ[Ba JIK He )KUIOBHUH.



UTO OTBETHIU OJIM3CTOAIME MHUTPOIIOIUTY,
HEHU3BECTHO, TaK KaK B 3aJie IIPOMU3OIIIO CHJIb-
HOe [BIDKeHHe OJlarofiapsi IIOSIBJIEHUIO [IBYX
JvIl. 3To 6pLIu OcTepMaH U BUpoH.

brupoH B mapasHoOM ¢opme obep-KaMeprepa
IIOJ0IITeJI K IBEPSIM BHYTPEHHHUX IIOKOEB HMIIe-
paTpHUIEl ¥ OCTAHOBUJICA KaK BKOIIQHHBIN. Ero
1osa 6blyIa HaJMeHHa, ropfe/IUBa. B Ty ke Mu-
HyTy OcTepMaH IIofolIe] K AMUTPUIO ['OJIHUITHI-
HY U JI0JITOPYKOMY.

Jluiia Tex IPOoCHsIN. ['opAesIuBoO 3acBepKaIu
B30pBl U UX MPHUCIIEIITHUKOB. Bce KOHUEHO: pas3
OctepMmaH, caMm OcTepMaH OTKPBITO IIPHUCOEHU-
HHUJICS K TPYIIEe «BEPXOBHUKOB-3aTOBOPIIIUKOBY,
3HA4UT, I100e/ja Ha UX CTOpPOHe. «BeJMKUN oOpa-
KyJI», BOBpeMs 3a00JIeBaloIii, BCeIZa BOBpeMs
U BBI3/I0PaBJIMBAJL

—Ms1 moru6su! OcrepmMaH H3MeHW I Ham! —
B3BOJIHOBaHHO IHpoIrenTtana SAry>KuHcKui TaTu-
IIIeBY.

—/Jla, KaXkeTcs, YTO TaK, — 3aCKpHIIeJI TOT 3Y-
6aMmu.

U Bce Te, KTO CTOSJI 3a caMo/iepyKaBHe AHHEI
HMoaHHOBHBI, IIOHUKJ/IA T'0JI0BAMHU.

OcTepMaH €O CBOEW HEIPOHUIIAEMOM YJIBIO-



KoM J1106e3H0 6eceroBaJl ¢ ['0JUITBIHBIM U J[0JITO-
PYKHM.

— Hy, Ballle IIpeBOCXOJUTEILCTBO, Ceyac Ko-
HeIl? — cupocui1 OctepMaHa /[0JITOPYKUH.

Besukuii gurioMaT BBIHYJI CBOK 3HaMEHU-
TYI0 «JIYKOBHUIIY» H, IIOIJIAZE€B Ha BpeMs, IIPOUS3-
HecC:

—Ja. Ceiyac KOHeIl HeoIllpee/IeHHOMY II0JIO-
’KeHUI0, KHs3b. Celluac BBIMIET ee BeJIMYeCTBO,
TIOJIIUIIIET — y>Ke 0QUIIMATIbHO — OTPaHUUUTEIb-
HYI0 TpaMOTy, X TOIZA... TOIrZa MBI IIPOBO3IJIA-
CHM ee UMIIlepaTpHUIle BCEHAPOIHO...

CkasaB 3To0, OcTepMaH elre pas IIOIJIAAe] Ha
«JIYKOBHILY».

—YTo 3TO BBl Ha YacChl BCe IVIAAUTE? — IIOJ0-
3PUTEJIbHO IIPUINYPUIICA ['0JIHUITBIH.

—He Hamo 3aTdruBaTh OKOHYAHMe HAIIeTro
IercTBa, — YJIBIOHYJICA 3HaMEHUTHIN JUILIOMAT.

B aTo BpeMa K bupoHy monoiIires KHA3bL BaH
Josropykuii. OH ¢ IBHOM HacCMeEIIKON OKHUHYJI
CBOMM OpJIMHBIM B30pOM OQHUIYPY «KOHIOXa»
U HaXaJIbHO CIIPOCHIL:

—YTO 3TO BHI 3/1eCh TOPUYHUTE Yy IIOKOEB HMIIe-
paTpuIlbL, JIH06e3HBIN roCIIOfUH BUpoH?

BUpOH BCIBIXHYJI ¥ TPOMKO OTBETIIL:



—TopuaTh, JII00€3HBINM TOCIOAUH /J[0JIrOpy-
KHM, MOIYT TOJIBKO 4ydyesia U IIyrasa, a JIIAU
OOBIKHOBEHHO CTOAT.

—Taxk-c!.. — e1e 3amopHee orssgnesn BaH /10JI-
ropykuii bupoHa ¢ HOT 10 roJI0BEL. — Hy, Tak cKa-
JKHTe: 4ero BEI 3/1eCh CTOUTE?

—S1 He 06s13aH OTJaBaThb BaM OTYeT B CBOUX
IIOCTYIIKAX, [MeHCTBUAX! - HAaAMEHHO OTBETHI
«KOHIOX».

— beperurecn! - 3/7106HO mpoxpuriesr HMBaH
Josropykuil. — Bel 3abbpIBaeTe, JIt00e3HBIN, YTO
Kpome KypagHauu U1 MocKoBUU Poccuu IIpUHAL-
JIEKUT elrle 1 CUOUPh, B KOTOPOU XBAaTUT MecTa
U J1J11 Bac.

— BrI 11paBsl, J1t06e3HbIH Jlosropykuit. Ho elre
O0JIBLIIIONM BOIIPOC: KTO IIePBBIM M3 HAC IIOMAaJeT
Tyza... Ho g ckaky 6oJibIlie: IoMUMO CUOHUPHU Cy-
IIEeCTBYET ellle U I1axa.[31]

B TpoHHOM 3ase 1mosgBHIack AHHa M0oaHHOB-
Ha. Mur - ¥ Bce HHU3KO, YyTh He 0 3€MJIH II0KJIO-
HUINCH el.

Anna HMoaHHOBHA B CBOEM BEJIMKOJIEITHOM
[JapCKOM OZleIHUU MeJJIEHHO IIlJIa K TPOHY. Bire-
penu 1res BUpoH; 110 60KaM — cIIpaBa U CjIeBa —
OcTtepMaH, KHA3bs I'OJIUIIBIHEL, BO IJ1aBe ¢ JMUT-



pueM, u KHA3bs JJ0JITOPYKHeE, BO IJIaBe C AJIeKce-
eM.

HecMmoTps Ha ecTeCTBeHHOEe BOJIHEHHE, BBIPa-
JKaBllleecd TO B BHe3alHOW OJIeJHOCTH, TO B
BCIIBIXHUBAIOIeM PYMsdHIle, JUII0 AHHBI HoaH-
HOBHBI B 00I]eM OBLIO CIIOKOMHO. XOJIOAHAasd,
HaJMeHHas yJbl6Ka KakK Obl 3acTblia Ha ee IY-
6ax. 3To 6bLJIa He yKaJIKas, IIPUHMKeHHAas YJIbIO-
Ka 3axyJasIof, 3aTpaBJIEHHON repIiorMHU Kyp-
JITH/ICKOM, KOTOpas YHIDKaJlach He TOJIBKO IIe-
pes BeHIIEHOCHBIMHU POJCTBEHHHKaMH, HO U IIe-
pen «Ipe3speHHBIM paboM» MeHIIMKOBBIM. Her,
9TO ObLIa YJIBIOKAa HMMIIepaTPULIbl, CO3HAIOIIlel
BCI0 MOIIIb CBOEH BJIACTH HaJi MHUJIIMOHAMH Bep-
HOIIOJJaHHBIX pa60oB. HO CKOJIbKO HEHAaBUCTH U
3J100BI CBEpPKaJIO B ee Iiasax!

IlepBBIM y CTyIIeHeM TPOHA IIPHUBETCTBOBAJI
AnHy MoaHHOBHY MHUTPOIIOJIUT C KPECTOM B PY-
Kax.

[Iporteccust ocTaHOBMIACH. Hazlo 6BLJI0 BBICIIY-
LIAaTh IIPUBETCTBHE BEICOKOUYTHUMOIO apXHUIIACThI-
pd IIepKBH.

— Balre umMmepaTopcKoe BeJIMYecTBO! — Hayasl
OH, CHJIbHO BOJIHYACH. — HeucIioBeIUMBIMHU IIY-
TIMHU BoXUMMHU BbI M30UpaeTeCh B UMIIepaTPH-



IIBI BCes IIpaBOCIaBHOM, CBATOM Pycu. O, UKy,
pazyiicsd, Hapof IipaBocaaBHEBIH!.. ['ocrioxy Bory
YrogHO OBLI0O IPHU3BaTh K cebe [parolieHHYIO
’KH3Hb Halllero BO3JIF06JIeHHOTO0 MOHAapXxa, UMIIe-
patopa Ilerpa AsekceeBuua Broporo. OcupoTe
TOIZla HapoJ PYCCKHUM, IIpaBOCIaBHBIA. «KTO OY-
IeT yIpaBJdgTh HaMU, KTO OyJeT IIeIUCh O KU-
BOTaxX HaIIUX?» — CKOPOHO BOCKJIMIIAIU JIIOIHU.
Ho cmwmioctuBmiaca Tocriogs bBor Hanx meTbMU
CBouMH U JapoBasl HapoAy HOBYIO Iiapuily. Ila-
pHIia aTa — ThI, BCEMUJIOCTUBEMIINAs TOCyAapbIHsi!
Ceituac Tebs IIPOBO3IJIACAT LJapHIlel, U PagoCT-
HBIF KJIHY IIpOHeceTcs II0 3emie Pycckoi. O,
CIafyarInui [eHb, O, JeHb BEeJIMKOI0 TOpXKe-
cTBa! S, CKPOMHBIN CIIy)KUTEJb IIPECTOoJIa IIepK-
BHY, IIPUBETCTBYIO Tebs, Ilapulia: TIPSy, TPAfu C
MUPOM Ha cuacThe U 6siaro TBOero Hapoza! Ilap-
CTBYH CYAaCTJIHBO, BeJIMKasA IOCyAapbIHs, IIpaBb
MyJIpO, CIIpaBeJIMBO TBOeH [ep>KaBou, HO0
[Mapp apeit, [lapp 11apCTBYIOIIUX 06JIATOCJIOBJISA-
eT TBOXO JeCHHUILY!

OKOHYMJI MHTPOIIOJIUT H, BBICOKO IIOJHAB
KpecT, OCeHMJI UM HMIIepaTpUIly, a II0TOM IIpO-
TAHYJI €M ero [JIs 11eJI0BaHUs.

Anna MoaHHOBHA IIepeKpeCcTUIaCh IITUPOKUM



KpecToM H, I1eJ1ys KpecT, TUXO0 CIIPOCHJIa MUTPO-
IIoJIuTa:

—MeHs, BJaJbIKO, 6J1aTOCJIOBJIAEINb Ha Iap-
CTBO?

— Tebs, mpecBeTJiasgd TOCyAapbIHI UMIlepaTpU-
ma!

I'stasa AHHBI MOaHHOBHBI 3acBepkanu. OHa
BBIIIPAMUJIACE ellfe TopzeJInBee.

B aTy MHHYTY KHA3b JIMUTpPHUI ['OJIHIIBIH, OT-
TEeCHUB MHUTPOIIOJIUTA, HU3KO CKJIOHHJICA IIepe[
rocyJapblHell W HayvaJl TOP>KeCTBEHHBIM T0JIO-
COM:

— Bamre uMIiepaTopckoe Besr4decTBO! B aTOM
CBAILIEHHOM TPOHHOM 3ajie, Ilepef JIMIIOM BCeX
cOoOpaBIIMXCS BBICIINX CAaHOBHUKOB, Bbl, Ballle
BeJIMYeCTBO, COOJIarOBOJIMTE IIOAIIMCATH TO Ca-
MOe€, YTO BEI II0AIIHCaJIU B MuUTaBe.

['poboBasg THUIIWHA BOIlapWaacb B TPOHHOM
3aJjie IBOpIIA.

Ee Hapymmiu majbpHeuIne cja0Ba ['OJIHIILI-
Ha:

— Ho, nipesxze yeM BBI IOAIIHIIIETE 3Ty IPaMO-
Ty, KOTOpasg CTaHeT NOCTOSIHHEeM Hapoza, s IIO-
YTUTeJbHEeHIlle IIPOIIy Bac, Ballle BeJUYeCTBO,
OTBETUTL Ha CJIeAyIOIfre BOIIPOCHI. BemoMo JIH



BaM, YTO HaApO[ >KeJlaeT, Jabbl TATOTHI IOCyZap-
CTBEHHOM BJIACTH BMeCTe C BaMU pasfessiiu
4IeHbl BepX0BHOI0 TalHOIO coBeTa?

— BemoMo, — oTBeTHs1a AHHA MoaHHOBHA.

— C Balero Jix corjiacus M C BAIIIero JIN JKeJla-
HUA NYHKTHl Cell OrpPaHUYMUTEBHOM IPaMOTHI
COCTaBJIEHBI?...

ITpexxpe yeM AHHa MoaHHOBHA ycIiejla OTBe-
TUTB, ['o/HIIbIHA ITIepebu1 OcTepMaH:

—To, 0 UeM BBI TOBOPHUTE, KHA3E I'OJIHIILIH, Be-
IIOMO, HaBepHO, UMIlepaTpuIie... — 1 OH TUXOHBE-
Ko IrerntHyJ1 ['osuieiHy: — Yero BB TAHeTe? IIyCcTh
IIPSIMO IIOAIIHCHIBAET. ..

JTO OBLT UCTOPUYECKU-3HAMEHUTHIN XOJ Be-
JIMKOI'O JUIIOMAaTa: eMy ObLJI0 He06X0/AUMO, UTO-
O6pl AHHa MoaHHOBHa BCEHapoOJHO, TO eCThb B
IIPUCYTCTBHUU IJIaBEHCTBYIOIIMX KJIACCOB HMIIe-
pHH, He IIpOU3HeCIa POKOBOM, Hen36eKHOU Qpa-
3bl: Jla, JeCKaTb, 3Ta OrpaHUYHUTesIbHAas IPaMo-
Ta COCTaBJIeHa C MOEro J>KeJaHWA K COIJIaCHUS.
OcTtepMaH BEBIPASUTEJILHO IIOIJIAE] Ha AHHY
HoaHHOBHY. OHa BCIIOMHHJIA IJIaBHBIH YpPOK
CBOEro GJIeCTSIero YUuTesIsd 1, IPUAaB BCeH CBO-
el ¢urype NpUHI)KEHHBINM BUJ, IIOKOPHO IIPO-
6opMmorana:



— Bbl >KeJtaeTe, 4TOOBI 4 ITOAIIMCAIa BTOPUYHO
3TOT aKT? XOpOIlo, s IIOBUHYIOCH BOJIE YJIEHOB
BepxXoBHOro TaWHOrO coBeTa. BOT MOs IIOJ-
nuck! — 1 oHa, OBICTPO IIOJOMAA K CTOJY, Ha KO-
TOPOM JIexKaJjia IpaMoTa, oAU CaIach 10 Hel.

— 51 TOBOPHJI, UTO Y 3TOM JKEHIIMHEI BCe JOJIK-
HO IIOBTOPSATHCS JBaKbl B )KU3HU, — IIPOOOPMO-
Tas [[PKHUOJIOTTH Ha yX0 bUpoHy.

—/la 3apaBCTByeT UMIlepaTpHIia AHHA MoaH-
HOBHA! — 3akpuyanu I'osubIH U /[0JITOPYKHUe, a
3a HUMHU U UX CTOPOHHUKH.

[IymieuyHsIi BeICTpesa ¢ TalHUIIKOM OallrHU
OBLI OTBETOM Ha 3TH CJIOBA.

Anna MoaHHOBHA e[Ba CTOsIa Ha Horax. Ee
JIAII0 66110 6estee TopHOCTad. CHauasia OHa obpa-
THJIa B30p Ha BUpoOHa — TOT yTBEPAUTEIbHO KUB-
HYJI TOJIOBOH, IIOTOM IOIJIAAesa Ha OcTepMaHa —
9TOT JOBOJILHO YyJblOasica. B3IyisiHysla UMIlepa-
TpHUIla Ha /DKUOJIOTTH — U Cpasy IO0J, BIUAHUEM
ero 4y/eCHOro, TAMHCTBEHHOTO B30pa YCIIOKOU-
JIaCh.

«OHH criacyT MeHs... He Mo>XeT OBIThH, YTOOBI
MeHs TaK BEpOJIOMHO IIpefajii OHH...» — MOJI-
HUel IIPOHECJIOCH B ee roJIOBe.

Ho Bapyr ee B3IJgf, BCTPETHJICA C JIUKYIO-



I1e-TOP>KeCTBYIOIIIMM ~ B3IVIAA0M  EKaTepuHEI
Jloropykoit. B 3TOM B3IVIA/le OHA IIpoYsIa TaKyIo
6e3yMHYI0 37100y U XUTPYIO PajioCTh, UTO BCe ee
CyIlIeCTBO IIPOH3UJIA MEBICIL: «MI3MeHa!»

—Vpa! /la sgpaBCTByeT HMIIepaTpuIla AHHA
HNoaHHOBHA!! — IIpoA0/DKaIU IpeMeTh HaXO/IVB-
IIMecs B TPOHHOM 3aJie IBOpIia.

Tpenemyiads AHHa MoaHHOBHA CTOsJa Ha
CTYIIeHIX TPOHA.

Y BAPYT KaKOM-TO HESCHBIM IIIyM JJOHecCs U3
KOPHI0POB ABOpPLA. ITOT LIYM IIPOMUCXOAMI KaK
OBI OT I'yJIa MHOTUX B3BOJITHOBaHHBIX I'0OJIOCOB.

ToJira IPUABOPHEIX CMOJIKJIA, 3aMepJia, VIHB-
JIEHHO IIOIJIAAbIBasg OPyr Ha Agpyra. YTo 3TO 3a
mym? OTKyza oH? Ilouemy?

Kug3p TI'osuislH U J0JITOpyKUM CMepTeJIbHO
TI006JIe THEJTH.

—YTO0 3TO... UYTO TaKoe?... — HCIIyTaHHO IIPOJIe-
retaJt ['OJIUIBIH.

CoBepllleHHO I103a0BIB 0 IIPUCYTCTBUU HMIIE-
paTpHIEL ¥ BCero ABOpa, JOJTOPyKUM CXBaTUIICI
3a rOJIOBY.

— 3TO0, KakeTcs, TO, 0 UeM s Te6s1 yIIperxxgal, —
XPHUIUIO IIeITHYJI OH ['OJIUIIBIHY U CTaj 3HaKaMHU
II0/13bIBATh K cebe OcTepMaHa.



[TocyiegHMM, 3a7I0KUB PYKH Ha3af, II0BEPHYJI-
¢ K JloJIropykoMy ¥ ['OJTUITBIHEIM CITMHOM.

— Al — BEIPBaJIOCH Y TeX II0/IaBJIEHHOE BOCKJIU-
[JaHVe rHeBa U CTpaxa.

3acsblmas myM, AHHa MloaHHOBHA 006JIeryeH-
HO, PaioCTHO B3J0XHYysa. OHa KaK-TO Cpasy IIO-
HsJIa, UTO 3TO HAJBUIAeTCA TO CIIaceHHe, KOTO-
poe eii oberanu U OcrepMmaH, U BUPOH, U BesId-
KUM yapojel />xuosoTTy. OHa GBICTPO IIOIJISI/Ie-
Jla B IJ1a3a 3TUM JIIOJIM U yoeJuIach B TOM, UTO
He o1u6J1ach.

IITym Bce ycuauBajca. Telepsb y’ke MOXKHO
ObLJI0 pa3obpaTh OTAEeIbHbIE BO3IJIACHL:

«[lyctute! Bl He cMmeeTe!.. MBI OyzieM 3alliu-
IaTh BXOoA. He HapylnanTe IpHUKasaHUS MMIIe-
paTpuIbll.. 3TO — JIOXKB! ITO paclopspKeHHe He
HUMIIepaTPHULIBI».

ITocsieImIaicsa 3BOH OPY>KHUA.

—T'ocrrogy, 4TO 3TO TaM JesiaeTca?! — UCIIyTraH-
HO 3ary/ie/Iy B JBOPIIOBOM 3aJIe.

— CB4T, CBAT, CBAT, bor CaBaog... /la BOCKpec-
HeT bor, ma pacrouarca Bpasu Erol. — rpoMko
IIPOM3HEC MUTPOIIOJIUT JPOKAIIIUM T'OJIOCOM.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA C paJOCTHOM YJIBIOKOU IIO-
CITIEIITHO CITyCTHJIACh CO CTYIIeHeH TPOoHa.



Kaxk pas B 3Ty CeKyH/ly OIIOMHHUBIITHICS OT HC-
Iyra KHA3b AJjiekcedl /l0JITOPYKHM OpPOCHIICS II0
HaIIpaBJIEHUI0 K IJIaBHBLIM JBepsIM TPOHHOIO 3a-
Ja.

— CToi1, KHA3L AJleKceli!! — BJIaCTHO KpUKHYJIA
AnHa MoaHHOBHA. — TEI 3TO Ky/ia YyCTPEMHUIICA?

ToT ocTaHOBMWJICA KaK BKOIIAHHBINM. Bce 3a-
MepJId, 3aTauIu JbIXaHue.

— Barrre BesiuecTBO, I X04y Y3HATh, YTO TaM
IIPOHCXOIHUT.

— He 6ecmokotics. 5 y3Haro cama.

—Ho 3T0 HEBO3MO>XHO! — BOCKJIUKHYJI [[0JITO-
pykxuii. — Hukakas oIlacHOCTb He TOJDKHA YIPOo-
’KaTh Balllell [parolieHHOMN KU3HU. ..

—MosuaTe! - B O6ellleHCTBe, HUCCTYILJIEHHO
KpukHyJ1a AHHa MoaHHOBHA. — Kak cMeeIlls TEI
MHe IIPeKOCJIIOBUTEL? A-a, BEI [yMaeTe, UTO BEI CO-
BCEM CBs3aJIM MeHs Ballleld IpaMoToM?! 3TO MBI
ceriyac yBuaum! — 1 oHa 6pocuiach K JBEPSIM.

B 3Ty cexyHAy HOBBIM SpPOCTHBIN BOILIb U
3BOH cabesib BOPBaIMCh B TPOHHBIN 3aJl.

— Josoi, Heroxan! Kak BBl cMeeTe He [OILYC-
KaTb [0 UMIIepaTpHUIlLl ee BepHOIIOLNaHHBIX
IBOPSH U ee BepHBIX cougat?! B mmocieqHui pas:
IOPOTY — WJIU MBI OyIeEM CTPEJIITh! — TpeMeJsIH Io-



Jioca.

Anna MoaHHOBHaA, JIUKYIOIIas1, yIIOeHHasl TOP-
»KeCTBOM, pacllaxHyJia JBePH H I'POMKO KPHKHY-
JIa:

—IIpoub, nepsHoBeHHEIe!.. Kak BEI CMeeTe He
myckKaTh KO MHe? KTo oTmas BaM TaKoU IIpuKas?
Croma, crojta, Ko MHe, MOe JIBOPSIHCTBO, MOsI I'Bap-
gl

CexyHza — ¥ B TPOHHBIN 3aJI He BOIILIA, a, I10-
NO0OHO KaKOM-TO JIaBUHe, HarpsAHyJa, BOpBalach
TosIa Jrofed. TyT OBLIM CTaTCKHe M BOEHHBIE.
Briepeny 11epBBIX HaXOOHWJICA KHA3L UepKaCCKUM,
BO IVIaBe BTOPBIX — 0¢uUIlep MacabCKUH.

Te, KTO CTOSI ITO6/IM30CTH [BEpeH, B HCIIyTe
IIapaxHyJIMCh B CTOPOHY, AaBs APYT Apyra.

— BceMmiocTuBenIass rocygapblHsd! — Hadaml
B3BOJIHOBAaHHBIM,  3aIlbIXaBIIHUMCA  T0JIOCOM
KHA3b UepKacCKHM, OIyCKasiCh Ha OZHO KOJIEHO
nepex AHHOU MoaHHOBHOM. — MBI, IBOPSHCTBO,
II0/IAJIH YIeHaM BepXO0BHOIr0 TaHOI'O COBETA Ha-
LY IIJIAHBI OTHOCHTE/IHHO HOBOI'O TOCYAapCTBEH-
HOI'O YCTPOEHHsd, II0 KOeMy BaM, Ballle BeJIHYe-
CTBO, Ky/ia 60JIbIlle 6y/ieT IIpefoCTaBJIeHo IIpaB |
IPUBMJIETUH, YeM II0 UX OIpaHUYUTEIbHOH Ipa-
mote. Ho rocrioza «BepXOBHHKH» HAIIH ILIAHBI



paccMaTpuBaTh He JKesaroT. [IoBes cue cre-
JIaTh, BCEMUJIOCTHUBEHINIAs: TOCyAapbIHs! — OKOH-
4u1 YepKacCKUU.

CusibHOEe H3yMJIeHHe OTpPasuIoCch Ha JIUIle
OcTtepMmaHa.

«KaHanpg! B IociefHI0I0 MUHYTY TOXKe CBOU
»IJIAHBI” BBIAyMaJl...» — II0OAyMaJI OH.

Anna MoaHHOBHA BCIIBIXHYJIA. ITOTO OHAa He
O’KUpasa, U, Xord OcTepMaH U IIeHYJI el TUXO:
«He BOJIHyHTeCb, 3TO- epyHAa», OLHAKO OHA
B3/IpOTrHYyJIa U pe3Ko 6pocuiia YepKaccKoMy:

—Bot kak! Ctaso OBITh, U BB, TOCIIO/IA IBOPS-
He, TOXKe ’KejlaeTe OTPaHUYUTEH II0-CBOEMY Iiap-
CKYI0 BJIACTBh Ballle MMIlepaTpUIbl? I[IpH3Ha-
I0Ch, He 3TO 0’KH/iaJIa YCJIBIIIATE s 0T Bac!..

—TocygapeiHs... — Havas 66110 YepKaCcCKUMA.

Ho npogosokaTh eMy fajiblile He IIPUIIIOCH.

— loBOJIbHO!! — 3arpeMeJs1 BAPYT C HEOOBIYAU-
HOM CHJIOM TOJIOC IIOJIYIBSHOTO MacabCKoro,
KOTOPOI0 Jajke CjerKa KauHyJIo IIPU 3TOM. — /[lo-
BoJIbHO!! Kak, KHA3b UepKaCcCKUii, U BBl IIPUCTa-
eTe K 3TOM IaiKe, KOTOpas X04eT OTHATH CaMo-
Iep>KaBUe y Halllell BO3/IH00JIEHHOM MOHapXu-
HU?

JIno MacaJIbCKOTO IIbLIajo 6emmeHCTBOM. OH



IIOJIOKWJI PYKy Ha 3dec cabsu U HacTylajJ Ha
Yepkacckoro.

ToT cMepTesIbHO IlepeIrryrajcd U 3aMaxasl Py-
KaMu:

— Jla HeT, HeT, 60T C HUMH, C 3TUMH «KOHIU-
nusaMu»! TOJIBKO He jKejlaeM MBI TOrzia 1 BepXoB-
HOI'0 TAaWHOTO COBeTA...

—BepHo! MoJtozer! — mpopgospKaa Macasib-
CKUM U TPOMKO 06paTdach K TOBapHIlaM-IBap-
JemnnaM, KpUKHYJI: — Ha KoJIeHH, TOCIIo/a, Iepes
BeJIMKOM caMoJiep>KaBHOM UMIIepaTpHUIle.

Bce rBapmeHnpl, Kak OWH 4YeJIOBeK, OIIYCTH-
JIMCh Ha KOJIEHU.

— Ballre umIepaTopckoe BeJIM4YeCcTBO! — Hagasl
MacaJbCKHUM, a 3a HUM U ApyTHe TBapAeucKue
oduriepsl. — He XOTUM MBI, YTOOBI HAIlleH T'OCY-
JapblHe IIpeAIrChIBAINCh 3aKOHEL. B, Ballle Be-
JIMYECTBO, TOJDKHBI OBITh TaKOM ’Ke CaMOJep KU-
I1e10, KaK BCe IIpe)KHUe rocygapy. Bac uyts He
CWION NPUHYKJAIU YU IPUHYAWIN IIOAIIUCATH
OTpaHUYUTEJBbHYI IrpamMoTy. 3iomeu! Kak oHU
CMeJIH I10CATaTh Ha CBAILIEHHYIO [[apCKYI0 BOJIIO?
[Ipyka)kuTe, Ballle BeJIUYECTBO, — U MBI IIpHHe-
CeM K BalllUM HOTaM I'0JIOBEI 3JI0/I€€B.

- Cnacubo Bawm... biaromapro Bac, MOU [106-



JIeCTHBIe, BepHbIe TOCIIOZA OQUIEpPH], 3a Ballly
IIpeaHHOCTh U JII0O0BbL K caMOZiepKaBHOM POC-
CUUCKON KOpOHe!— BOCKJIMUKHYJIAa AHHa Hoas-
HOBHa. — Tak 4To ’Ke: CTaJI0 6BITh, MOTY S TPaMO-
Ty CHIO YHUUTOKUTE!

OcrepMaH yyxe mozaBajl AHHe lMoaHHOBHe
TOJIBKO YTO ITIOAIIMCAHHYI0 €0 3HAMEHUTYIO I'pa-
MOTY.

— PBuTe ee, pBUTE, Ballle BeJIMUYECTBO! — 3arpe-
MeJIY I'BapZeuIibl, IBOPSIHE U YaCTh «BEPXOBHU-
KOB».

AxHa HMoaHHOBHAa BBICOKO 3aKaTHJIa IJia3a,
CJIOBHO ITpHU3bIBagd 6Js1arocjoBeHHUe boyxue, OIATh
IIMPOKO IIepeKpecTUIachk U pasopBajia TOJICTYIO
oymary.

W B 3Ty CeKyHIy IIOCJBIIIAJIOCE IIaJleHUe Te-
Ja Ha IIoj. 3To ExkaTepuHa /Jlo/IropyKas CBaJIHU-
Jlach B IJIyDOKOM OOMOPOKE...

—Vpa! Vpa! /la sgpaBCTByeT caMoZep>KaBHAsA
uMmIeparpurial! — rpemes TPOHHBIN 3aJI COTHIMHU
B030Y>K[IeHHBIX I'0JIOCOB.

Tl'osmunpIHEL U JIOJITOPYKHE eJIe Aep>Kaluch Ha
Horax. MX jiiita 6bLIH He TOJIBKO 6JIeJHBI, HO CU-
HU.

— 39U, BBI, y3ypHIaTOpHl, Yero >Ke BBl MOJIYH-



Te?! — MOACKOYMIN K HUM IBapAeiIisl. — Hy, Ku-
BO Kpuyars!!

U T'osmunpIH U JOJITOPYKHeE, IaTasaCh, IIPEPEI-
BUCTBIMU I'0JI0OCAMU KPUKHYJIH:

—/la 3gpaBCTBYeT... caMOJepsKaBHad... UMIIe-
parpuna...

A Auna MoaHHOBHA, CHUAI BOCTOPTOM, ropre-
JIMBas, BeJIMUeCTBeHHas, CHHUMaJja KOJbI0 C
raJjbla.

— CuHbOp /[PKMOJIOTTU! — TPOMKO IIPOM3HECIa
OHa. — BoT BaM TO, UTO BBI IIPOCHJIN § MEHI. — A
Bac... Bac g 0T6JIaroiapro 1ocsel.. — TUXO IIeIHY-
Jia oHa bupoHy u OcTepMaHy.



NMpuMevyaHus



1

EmmsaBera IleTpoBHA — BTOpas AOYb HMIIEpa-
TpuIlsl EkaTepuHsl 1.

[/\/\/\]



2

9TO TPYAHO OIPEETUTh TOYHO, BCE 3aBUCHUT OT
TOT0, KOTO UMeTh B BUZLy: AHHY WU EM3aBeTy.

[/\/\/\]



3

OTHOCHUTEJBHO 3TOr0 IIoIejaysa Mopuiy I1o3’ke
TOBOPHJI: «JTO OB II0IeIyil KOPOBEI».

[/\/\/\]



4

I'eprior ®puapux BuabreJbM yMep, Aa 34paB-
cTByeT repiior Mopuig CakcoHckut! (¢p.)

[/\/\/\]



5

UepT mobepu! YTO Xe AO/DKHO 3TO O3HAYaTh,
Ballle IIPeBOCXOAUTETBLCTBO? (HeM.)

[/\/\/\]



6

Kakasg Myxa yKyCHJa 3Ty PYCCKYH KOPOBY? (
ép.)

[/\/\/\]



7

Mopur; CakKCOHCKHU ObLI IIOG0YHBIM CHIHOM
Kypéropcra ABrycra II. B MOJIOZOCTH OH IIpefa-
BaJICsd GeCITyTHOM >KU3HU, YTO, BIIpOYEM, He IIO-
MelIllajI0 eMy OTJIMYHO U3YYUTH BOEHHOE JIeJI0 U
BIIOC/IE[JICTBUU IIPOSIBUTH Ha CIyX6e dpaHIUU
6JIeCTAIIMM TaJIaHT II0JIKOBOIIA.

[/\/\/\]



8

3to cospaThl. UTO »Ke AOJDKHO 3TO 03HA4YaTh? (
HeM.)

[/\/\/\]



9

«bJIrocTUTEJIE HPaBOB» B PuMe (1am.).

[/\/\/\]



10

3npaBcTBYH, Lle3apb, 0OpedeHHBIE CMEPTH IIPU-
BETCTBYHOT Tebs! (tam.)

[/\/\/\]



11

«AHHa — MOd 3Be3[a» — «CeKpeTHOe» BBIpa’ke-
Hue JpHcTa bupoHa.

[/\/\/\]



IIuBo.

[/\/\/\]

12



13

S numen y7Ke 4eCThb BHU/IETH Ballle BHICOUYECTBO B
MockBe Ha KOpOoHaly ee BesimdyecTBa MMIIepa-

TpULEL (OP.).

[/\/\/\]



14

/la moTyxHeT cBeT! (1am.)

[/\/\/\]



BeHTaJILCKUI.

[/\/\/\]

15



16

PacTty, 0 gepeBo BeJIMKOM TaMHEL. B TBoeM «Te-
Jie» HaXOIUTCA 3HAK M CHJIa BEYHOH >KU3HU... 4,
s caM (eqomet), BeJIMKHI MarucTp, 06J1aaroumn
BeJIMUaMIel BjaacThbIo, >KeJjal 3Toro... (1am.)

[/\/\A]



17

YepT 11o6epu! UYTo cpestaam BB C MOUM HOCOM? (
HeM.)

[/\/\/\]



ITpokyIATOMY.

[/\/\/\]

18



19

B aToMm camooIlpezneseHUH /[PKHOJIOTTH MBI BU-
IUM COKPOBEHHOE «Kpemo» BEJHKHX aeIlTOB
Xpama M3unsl.

[/\/\/\]



20

«/IpIxaHue» JIIOAeH, BJIATEIOIINX BBICIIIEI0 Me-
POI0 OKKYJIbTHBIX 3HAaHUH, 06J1alaeT HercyepIia-
€MOHM CHJIOH.

[/\/\/\]



21

[Ipod. A. TpaueBCKUH.

[/\/\/\]



22

3HaK cMepTH (J1aT.).

[/\/\/\]



23

[TosoxeHre AHHBI FI0aHHOBHBI IIPDH ABOpE OBI-
JIO CTOJIb HUYTOXKHO, YTO ee He TOJBKO ITOPQU-
POHOCHBIE 0COOBI, HO U IIPOCTbIE CMEPTHHIE Be-
JIMYaad IIPOCTO «MBaHOBHOM», pasyMeeTcs, 3a
IJasa.

[/\/\/\]



24

51 cpestast Bce, UTO MOT; KTO MOYKeT C/leJIaTh JIy4-
1Ie — ITyCTh fAejiaeT (siam.).

[/\/\/\]



25

HCTOpI/I‘—IECKI/I TO4YHBIE CJIOBA KHA3A Z[MI/ITpI/IH
FOJII/ILU:IHa, IIPOU3HECEHHBIE UM U B YdCTHOM CO-
6paHI/II/I, Ha 3acCeJaHHuH BerOBHOI‘O TaMHOIO CO-
BeTa.

[/\/\A]



26

I[To o6pasiy Peun [IoCIOSIUTOM TaK BeJIN4aloCh
B TO BpeMs IIPOCTO€ HETUTYJIOBAHHOE [BOPSH-
CTBO.

[/\/\/\]



27

Tak Bessnyasu OcTepMaHa IIpU ABOpeE.

[/\/\/\]



28

I9TO0 OBLT BEIIUM COH; BIIOCJEACTBUU BCE, 3a HC-
KJIIOUeHUeM JIMYHOTO IIPUCYTCTBUS AHHEBI loaH-
HOBHBI, COBLJIOCH HasBY.

[/\/\/\]



29

OgHa u3 GOpPM TSOKKOIO HepBHOIO 3aboJieBa-
HUSL

[/\/\/\]



30

Jla 6yzmeT 6J1arOCIOBJIEH CEU [leHb, Ballle BeJIU-
yecTBO! Iloc/eMlHUM aKT Ballledl TparefuH ChIT-

paH... (pp.)

[/\/\/\]



31

9TH ci1oBa bupoHA OKa3alIHCHL IIPOPOUECKU-Be-

IIMMH: BIIOCJIEACTBUU MBaHa [[OJITOPYKOTO YeT-
BEPTOBAJIH, & IPYTUM eT0 POACTBEHHHUKAM OTPY-
OMJIM TOJIOBHI M OmMIM uX 6aToraMu. /Jlaske Tex
JIXOZleli, KOTOphle OBbLIM C HUM 3HAKOMBI, CChLJIa-
J B CUOUPB.

[/\/\/\]
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