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KombuHauus



eTHU Y)KaCHO IIIyMeJid, KaK OHU YMeIOT IIly-

MeThb TOJIBKO B OOJIBIIIUX CEMBSX, I/le Ha HUX
HUKTO He obpaljaeT BHUMaHUA. TyT ObLIN IIpef-
CTaBUTeJHM BCEBO3MOYXHBIX BO3pacToB 0060ero
I10J1a, HaUYWHAas C MJIaJleHIla, ef[Ba IlepeOrpaBIlie-
rocd OT OJHOTO CTyJa [0 IPYroro, ¥ KOHYAas
B3pOCJIBIMH TMMHasucTaMU. IIo yTpaM II0JIOBU-
Ha ObLIa 3aHSATa JeJIOM: OOJIBIIIHME YXOJWUIU B
TMMHAa3UI0, IIOJPOCTKHU 3aHUMAJIUCh B KJIACCHOH,
a MeJIKas JIeTBopa cOHBaJsiach B JIeTCKOM, OKOJIO
CTapyX" HAHBLKU. 3aTO BEUEPOM HaUMWHAJICS Iie-
JIBIA aJl, 0C06eHHO Korja K KaTeHbKe IIPUXOAMII
«KeHUX»... HeBUHHOe [eTCTBO OBLIIO HU300peTa-
TeJbHO U yMeJI0 OTpaBUTh KaTeHbKe Ka’KAbIi
11ar.

CeromHga OBLIO, KaK BYepa, KaK TpeTbero
IHSI, — Kak Bcerpa. Korga «KeHUX», yUUTEIb Jia-
TUHCKOIO s13bIKa Biagumup EBreHbeBudY KekuH,
SIBUJICSI BEUEPOM CO CBOUM [Ie>KYPCTBOM K HeBe-
cTe, KaTeHbka BCTpeTHJla €ro B IlepefHed C
KpaCHBIMU IISITHAMHU Ha Jiulle. JKeHUX IIPUIIrcall
9TO PaZoCTHOMY BOJIHEHHIO, KOTOPOE BEI3BAHO
ObLI0 ero mpucyTcTBHEM. OH Jake IIOIIeJIOBaJ



PYKY V HeBYIIIKU U 3aJiep>Kajl ee B CBOEH XOJIO[-
HOU U IIOTHOU pyKe.

— BrI B3BOoIHOBaHEBI, ExaTeprHa BacuibeB-
Ha? — CIIpalluBaJjl OH, IJIAAA Ha Hee uepes 30JI0-
ThIe OYKH, OTIIOTeBIIIHE Ha MOPO3e.

— Her... Tax...

KaTeHbKa BCHOBIXHYJIA 10 VIIEH U MOTYIIU-
Jlach, UTO IIpyBesio KekwHa B BOCTOpPI: 3TakKas
MUJIeHbKas 6apbIHa... OH fa’ke IPUUYMOKHYJI U
IIOCMOTpeJI Ha ee CTaTHYH QUIYPY C UYYBCTBOM
COOCTBEHHOCTHU. A [IeBYIIIKa B 3TO BpeMs ObLIa
KakK Ha UT0JIKaX: 3a CIIMHOU Yy Hel, 3a KOCIKaMU
Yy ABepel IyIrykajaa ¥ XHUXHKaja Ifejas TOJIIIa
MaJIeHbKUX My4duTesied. JleTH JKOaaH, Kak
IpasgHUKA, [OABJIEHUS >KeHUXa U TellUINUCh
cMmyleHreM KaTeHbBKH.

— 3ppaBcTBYyUTe, Biagumup EBreHsuu! —
I[IpUBeTCTBOBAJIAa 3Ta MaJleHbKas opza, Korxa Ke-
KUH BOIIIeJ B TOCTUHYIO.

— A... 3[paBCTBYITEe, MUJIbIe NEeTH, — IIPOTH-
HYyJI OH, Iypd 6u30pyKue Iyasa. Korma oH U3
3aJIa IIPOXOAUJI B TOCTHHYIO, BCJIE eMy JOHeccd
HEeTYIINHBIN 6ac OJHOTO U3 TUMHA3UCTOB: «KoM-
ouHamusd!» I3TO ObLIa ero KJjacCHas KJIHNYKa B
TMMHa3WH, IIOTOMY UTO KeKMH K MeCTy U He K



MeCTy YIIOTPeOJIsJI 3TO IIOJII0OUBIIIEECS €My II0-
4yeMy-TO CJIOBeuyko. KaTeHbKa elre GOJIbIIle IIO-
KpacHeJia, TOYHO 3TO KpUKHYyJIa OHA caMa, a He
9TU copBaHIlbl. Kak OHa ceillyac HeHaBHjesla U
3Ty To1yOyI0 TOCTHHYIO, U KekuHa, U camoe cebs,
U TOT Bedep IBITKH, KOTOPBIM €M IIPefCTOSIO
BBIHECTH C IJIa3y Ha IJIa3 C )KeHUXOoM. OTBpaTH-
TeJILHOI'O, BIIPOYEM, B )KEHUXe HUUero He OBLIIO,
a CKopee 3TO OBUI BUAHBIM MyKuuHa JeT 30,
IUIOTHBIN U 3/J0POBBIM, C O0JIBIIINM JIUIIOM, KPYII-
HBIM HOCOM, GOJIBIIIMMU PyKaMHU U TsHKeJIOH II0-
Xonkou. IIpaBaa, B BeIpaKeHUH €r0 CBe)Kero JIu-
I1a OBLJIO UTO-TO HEIIOABM)KHOE, TOYHO OH pas 3a-
CTBLJ, /1a TaK U He MOI OTTasTh, HO C 3TUM Ma-
JIEHbKUM HeJ0CTaTKOM IIOJIOKUTEIBHO MOXKHO
OBLJIO TIOMUPHUTHCA BBHUAY OCTaJbHBIX HapyX-
HBIX [0CTOMHCTB. KoHeuHO, psamoM ¢ HuUM Ka-
TeHbKa SBJILJIaCh, MOYKeT OBITh, CJIMIIKOM 3-
$eKTHOM — CcpefHero pocTa, rparjro3Has, I'U6-
Kag, C 3afyMUHBOM KpacoTOM TUIIMYHOIO PYC-
CKOT0 JIMIIAa. MATKUM IIIeJIK PYCHIX, CJIeTKa BUB-
IIUXCA BOJIOC 3QPEKTHO OTTEeHSI OeIU3HY KOXKH,
a U3 CepBIX JIYYUCTHIX IVIa3 JIACKOBO U IIPHU3BIBHO
IJI/le/I1 ee BOCeMHaAIaTh JieT. MajleHbKUM
IIPOTUBOpPEYHEM SBJIJICA TOJIBKO CepPbe3HO CJIO-



JKeHHBIM POT, TOBOPUBIIUN O TOM, YTO CTapUT
YeJsioOBeKa IIpeXKJie BpeMeHU.

KekuH 6b11 Bir06JIeH B KaTeHBKY, BJIIOOJIEH,
KOHEYHO, HaCT0JIbKO, HACKOJIbKO II03BOJILIa MY
ero COJIMTHOCTH M OOIeCTBEHHOE II0JIOYKEeHUe.
OH Tellepb ellle pa3 00BeJl JeBYIIKY TaKUM
B3IJIS0M, TOUHO JiejlajJ el 3K3aMeH, U 0CTaJICd
moBosieH. Kak, ofHaKoO, 0OHa M3MeHWJIaCh C TeX
II0p, KaK OH ee 3HAJI ellle TUMHA3UCTKOMI: JKeH-
I[MHA pas3BepThIBajach Ha ero rjasax. IIpu Be-
YyepHeEM OCBeIl[eHMHM OHa KasaJjlach eMy Bcerza
JIydllle, yeM JHEM, KaK ObLJIO U Tellepb — TOJIY-
bast TOCTHHAsI OCBelllajach BCEro OJHOM JIaMIIOM
II0J] PO30BBIM aba’kypoM, U Ha BCEM JIeyKaIHU Ta-
KHe MATrKUe, jlacKarolue TeHU. KoHeuHo, B 9TOM
TOCTUHOM BCerja IJapujI CTPAIIHBINA 0eCIIopsafoK
bsiaromaps meTsaM; HO KeKWHy HpaBHJICA [arke
OH, 3TOT OeCIIOpPA/0K, Ha pOHe KOTOPOro elle pe-
JbepHee BBICTYyIIaJIa JeBUUbS KpacoTa, U IIPU-
TOM SBJISZIACH HEeBOJIbHAS MBICIb O IPYroil Ma-
JIEHbKOU TOCTHUHOM, I7ie 6y/leT U TeIlIo, U CBETJIO,
U VIOTHO, KaK B THe3[BIIIIKE.

— OTuUero BBI CeJH TaK JajeKo? — CIIPaIllU-
BasI KekuH, cTapasiCch TOBOPUTH JIaCKOBO.

— MHe Bce paBHO... 4 MOT'Y IIOIBUHYTHCS.



— To ecTs kak Bce paBHO?.. Torga Jydile g
IOABUHYChL... 3HaeTe, eCTb TaKOM aHEKAOT IIPO
MaroMmeTa. /la, uMeHHO IIpo Maromera... OfHa-
JKIBI OH CKa3aJl CBOUM IIOCJIeoBaTeJ aM: «/leTu
MOHM, BUJUTE BOH Ty IrOpy — S CKaKy e, U OHa
IOLOUeT KO MHe...» Torzia OUH U3 POLCTBEHHU-
KOB IIIEIIHYJI eMy Ha yXO0: «Y4YuTesb, a €CJIU OHAa
He IojioueT?» MaromeT yJIbIOHYJICS U OTBETHII:
«Torma g momoiiny K Hel...» Tak U g, EkaTepuHa
BacuibeBHa.

JIOBOJILHBIN CBOMM aHEKA0TOM, KeKUH I1ep-
BBIM 3acMessiCd, a B 3aJie IIOCJBIIIAJIOCH CHEp-
JKaHHOe [TeTCKOe XUXUKaHbe — Y CaMBIX IBepeil
KTO-TO IIOACAYIIHBAaJL HO CIUIIIKOM CUaCTIUBLIN
KekuH HUYero He X0TeJsI 3aMeyaTh U Jla’Ke I10TH-
HYJICd CBOeN OOJIBIIIOM PYKOM, YTOOBI OOHATH
OIJIIHYBIIYIOCSI K ABEpPSIM [eBYIIKY, — OHa BCe-
rgja Tak MHJIO U HAWBHO COIIPOTHUBJISIIACH €ro
JlacKaM, BO30y>KZasi B HeM KeJlaHUe OOHSATH ee
ellfe pas H elre.

— S mymMmaro, UTO HaM CerofgHs BCEro JIydllle
TOKOHUYUTHL HAIll BUepalllHUil pasroBOp, — 3aro-
BopuJ KeKWH, CIIOXBATUBIIUCHL, UTO OUYEHBb VXK
pasHe’Kuscsa, — TOH I0JIoCa Y Hero ObII COBCEM
Ipyroy, KakuM OH B Kjacce uuTtan OBUAUSI, U



rj1asa II0OCMOTpPesr TaK TYCKJIO, KaK y 3aMOpO-
’KeHHOU PHIOHL.

«Hauasocsk...» — B yKace mogyMasia KaTeHb-
Ka, CTapasch chesaTh BHUMaTeJIbHOE JIUIIO.

— Ma... Mexny JIrIbMU, KOTOpPBIE CXOIITCH
Ha BCIO JKH3Hb, He OJ/DKHO OCTaBaThCSI HUYETo
HeI0CKa3aHHOTO0, HeollpeeJaeHHOro. U g JUYHO
CUUTAI0 CBOUM J[0JITOM... 13, JOJITOM, BEpHee CKa-
3aTh — 003aHHOCTBHIO BBIICHUTH CBOU B3TJISIBI
Ha >KU3Hb BOOOIIle U Ha )KEHIIIMHY B YaCTHOCTH.

EMy camoMmy moHpaBUJIaCh 3aKPYIJIEHHOCTH
¢pasel, ¥ OH IIOCMOTpes Ha KaTeHBKy, Kakoe
BIleuaT/IeHIME Ha Hee IIpoM3Besia oHa. Ho meByIir-
Ka paccesHHO CMOTpesia B IIOTOJIOK, II0 KOTOPO-
My OpoauIn Kosie6aBIirecsd IIITHA CBeTa.

— IIpexze Bcero, KeHII[MHA — YeJIOBeK... —
TAHYJ KekKuH, epsasg PyKOM II0 CIIMHKE [HBa-
Ha.— JTO yX Iejasd Hies... B JKeHIIUHe 4
IpeXkze BCero yBa)kald UMEHHO UeJjioBeKa, Kak
yBa’karo caM ce6s. ITO He IIPUXOTh, He UIPYIII-
Ka... OJHUM CJIOBOM, II0JIydyaeTcsd Iiesiasd KOMOU-
Haiusd!

B 3aste oIATH IIOCJIBINIAJICA CMeX U IIelITaHbe.
3aTeM HeBUIUMBbIe PYKH BBITOJIKHYJIU B TOCTH-
HYI0 [eBOYKY JIeT BOCbMU. OHa HEJIOBKO IIPHCe-



Jla y ABepex, fiesias TOCTI0 peBepaHC, U II0TOM Oe-
roM 6pocuIach B CIeQYIOITYI0 KOMHATY, 3aKPhIB
POT PyKOIO.

HauyuHasiocb IIpejfcTaBiieHHe... KaTeHbKa
OBICTPO MOAHSIACH U BHIILIA B 3ay, Ile 0KOJIO
POsISL CTOSLII 6OJIBIIION TUMHA3UCT, [Be JeBOUKHU
U HeCKOJIbKO MaJIbUMKOB B KypTOouKaX. OHa MOJI-
4Ja II0rpo3mjia UM [ajblieM, Ha UTO TMMHA3UCT
Cliesajl e peBepaHC U I10Kas3aJl A3bIK.

— Heropgau, — mpomrentana KateHbKa, BOs-
Bpalasick B TOCTHUHYI0. — [oCIiofu, Korja ke
aTOMYy OyZIeT KoHerr!

— Kombunanus!.. KombuHaIys!.. — HeCJIoCh
el BCaeq,

— /Jla... TaK B JKeHII[UHE s IIpeXK/e BCero yBa-
’Kalo 4JesioBeKa, — TIHYJI KeK’H, TOUHO IIepeke-
BbIBasg CBOI0 MBIC/Ib. — JTO 3HAYUT BMeCTe C
TeM, UTO, yBakasd 4yejioBeKa B APYIOM, I YBaskaro
ero U B caMoM cebe... Eciii pa3obpaTh CII0KHYIO
IIPUPOAY Ka’K[0I0 UyBCTBa, TO HAa IIOBEPKY OKa-
7KeTCsl, UTO HAIll YM CKOJIb3UT TOJIBKO II0 II0BEPX-
HOCTU SBJIEHUM U TOYHO OOUTCSA 3aIJITHYTH
BHYTPb, B CaMblil KOpeHb... Hampumep, BO3b-
MeM... BO3bMEM XOThb JTH000Bb.

[TocnegHio ¢pady KekuH ckasasl ¢ TPYZOM,



110 BO3MO>KHOCTH CJIAJJKUM I'0JIOCOM U COOKY IIO-
CMOTpeJI Ha CBOIO CYyIIaTeJbHUILY, — AeBYIIKa
CHjesia C OIIYIIeHHOM TOJIOBOM, KaK CHjesa KO-
I71a-TO B KJIacCe Ha CKY4YHOM YypOKe TeOMeTpHH.
KexkuHy 6B BUZIEH TOJIBKO IIPOQUIIB ee JIMIa U
Oeslasg pIOIIKa, OXBaThIBaBIasg HEXHYI KpYI-
JIYIO IIIeMKy, TOUHO BeHYHUKOM IIBeTKa, — 0, 3TH
JKeHIIIUHBl YMEIT OJeBaTbCi U U3 KaKUX-HU-
OyAb IIYCTAKOB, KaK PIOIIKA, CYMEIOT C/lesIaTh Ta-
Koe... Takoe... IIo3BoJIbTe, Ha YeM OH OCTaHOBHJI-
ca?

— /[la, JIt060BB... — y>Ke IIIeII0TOM IIPOZ0JDKaJ
KexkuH, mpuaBurasch 6Jr>Ke K CBOeH KepTBe. —
JTO BCeCHJIbHOE, MUPOBOE UYYyBCTBO... KOHe4HO,
s He UMeI0 B BUJY (U3MYECKOM CTOPOHBI, a TO
BBICIIIee, HEYJIOBUMOE AYyXOBHOE POZCTBO, KOTO-
poe 3acTaBiisieT OUTBHCA [Ba CepAlla B YHMCOH.
JKeHIIMHA 0CO6EHHO BeJIMKa B 3TOM YYyBCTBE,
9TO ee HOpMaJibHasg cdepa... /la, 1:060Bb TBOPUT
4uyjeca, JI000Bb BCe IIOHUMAET, JIIDO0BB BCE IIPO-
I1aer...

— KoMmbuHanusg! — IpoMKO KpPUKHYJ [eT-
CKHWM TOJIOC B 3aJjie, ¥ 3aTeM IIOCJIBIIIAINUCE TO-
POILIUBEIe II1ard yJIelleThbIBaBIIIero HeIIpUATe .

KaTeHbka ObICTpO mOAHsIACh, HO KekuH



yzep>KaJl ee — OH He JIFOOMJI, KOT/la ero IIpephIBa-
JIH, 1 HAXMYPHJICSL.

JeByIIKa ocranack. I'ylasa y Hell pacIIUpU-
JIUCh, U JIUIIO I106JIefHes0. O, OHa OTJIMYHO 3Ha-
JIa, YTO ee >KJAeT BIIepeau, — 3TOT JepPeBIHHBIN
yypbaH 3aAylIWI ee OZHHUMH CBOMMH pasIJia-
roJscTBOBaHuAMHU! M Kakoe CaMO[0BOJILCTBO:
OH BIIepe] y»Ke IIpolaeT ee... /la BeiAb 3TO He
JKH3Hb, 4 KaKasg-TO HAaCMeIllKa, U OHa BCe-TaKU
I0JDKHA OBITH €ro >KeHOH, II0TOMY YTO JPYToro
BBIXO/Ia HeT.

— Bce ToHMMAaTh — BCe IIPOIATh, — IIPOZ0JI-
Kasm KexkrH. — 3TO cKasasia yMHEHIas KeHIIH-
Ha.

PaspaBiuiica B IepefHel 3BOHOK 3aCTaBHII
KaTeHbKY B3pOTHYTh, U OHA CJBIIIAJIA, KaK -
TH BCeU I'ypbOOM OpPOCHINCH Uepe3 TOCTHHYIO.
JTO0, HaBepHO, ObLT TUXMeHeB, — OH IIPUXOLUI K
HUM HMEHHO B 3TO BpeMsd. KoHeuHO, OH, IOTOMY
4TO JeTH IIyMAT KaK CyMacIlle/IIue.

— 4 certuac, Biragumup EBreHbHUY... — IIPOTO-
Bopmwia KaTeHbKa, TOPOIUIMBO IIOJHHUMAsICh C
MecTa.

KeKHH TOJILKO IIOJKeBasI I'ybaMH MU IIOCMOT-
pesl Ha Hee 4yepe3 OUYKHU 3JILIMU, OCTAHOBHBIIIH-



MHCA IJIa3aMU. «fI ITIOHUMAal0...» — MeJIbKHYJIO B
3TOM B3IVIAfe. /leBYIlIKe CTOMJIO GOJIBIIOrO TPY-
Iia, 4TOOBI He BbI6e)KaTh U3 TOCTUHOM HaBCTpeuy
TOCTIO.

— KoMmb6uHamusa CUOUT C HEBECTOU... — KpU-
4yajl B IlepefHen JAeTCKHM roJyioc. — OH IIPO JIIo-
O60Bb TOBOPHUT...

KaTeHbKa OCTaHOBHJIACh Ha IIOJIZOPOre, TOY-
HO ee yAapHIH. «3a 4T0? — CTYy4aso0 Y HEeH B IO-
JIoBe. — AX, Bce 3J1ble, Bce...» OHa 6BICTPO II0BEP-
HyJIacb ¥ IIOIIJIa HasajJ B TOCTHHYIO, KOTZa H3
IepefHel rmoxkasajcsa THXMeHeB.



ApKa,ZLI/Iﬁ bopuceru!.. Apkaguii bopu-
CBHIY... — KpHUYa/Id JEeTH Ha BCe To0JI0Ca,
XBaTas IocTd 3a PyKH, 3a ¢abl Cepoi BUSUTKHU
U 3aberas BIIepe/.

— A I7e mamaxeH? — CIIpalllBaJl OH TIPY[I-
HBIM TEHOPOM, OTOMBAasCh OT OOJIEIIUBIIEN ero
IeTBOPEL. — KM MyTepxeH To)Ke foma?..

HeBBICOKOrO pocTa, C IIMPOKOM IPYABI0 H
Kyp4aBOH royioBo¥, THUXMeHeB BBIIJISAE/I HaCTO-
AIAM MOJIOALIOM. EfBa OIlyIlleHHOe Pycoi 60-
POJIKOM GJIe[lHOe JIUII0 HPaBHUJIOCh BCEM, U TOJIb-
KO cepble OOJIbIlIMe IJjla3a CMOTpPeJM HEeMHOIO
»KeCTOKO0. OH 0/1eBaJICs C paCCUUTAaHHOM HeOpeK-
HOCTBIO, KaK YeJIOBEK, TOTOBHUBIIHMICS «IIOCBS-
TUTH cebd ciieHe». [Toka TUXMeHeB CIIy>KHUJI B aK-
yM3e U IIOKHMHaJI JlellleBble YCIIeXU Ha JIHOU-
TeJIbCKOM CIieHe, II0 YHHOBHUYbUM BeUepUHKaM
A 0CO0EHHO B KpPY)KKe CKY4YaBIIHUX IIPOBHHIIU-
QJIBHBIX JaM. Ero HaXo[W/IN MHTEePeCHBIM — Ye-
ro >Ke 6osiblie? TUXMeHeB Besjie ObLI >KeJIaHHBIM
rocTeM M yXa’KMBaJ 3a BCeMH J>KEHIIMHAMH.
EAMHCTBEHHBIM €r0 HeJ0CTaTKOM — JIrofiel 6e3
HeJ0CTaTKOB, KaK H3BECTHO, He CyIeCTByeT —



OBLJIO TO, YTO OH OBLT >KeHaT Ha THMHAa3uuecKoi
noapyre KaTeHbKHM U, KaK CeMEHHBIN 4YeJIOBeK,
TepsiyI MHOI'0 B IJIa3aX MaMalll ¥ JoYeK.

YV BUITMHBIX OH UyBCTBOBAJ Cebs KaK joMa U
6e3 BCAKOIO OKJIa/a OTIIPAaBUJICI U3 TOCTUHOM B
CTOJIOBYIO, & OTTyZa B KaOHHeT K IIallaXeHy, TO
eCThb K caMOMy BUITHHY.

— A, BeprToOIIlpax, 34pPaBCTBYH!.. — BCTPETUI
ero CTapHUK C OCTPHYKeHHOM II0f] IpebeHKy cefj0M
rososoii. — Hy, 4TO MOXKeIllb CKa3aTb B CBOe
oIpaBIaHue?

— He BUWHOBeH, JOKTOpP, HO 3aCJIy>KHUBaro
CHUCXOXKJeHHUd... — OOMKO OTBeTHMJ THXMeHeB,
yCa’KUBasACh B Kpecyjo. — XoTes IoBHIATHL Ka-
TeHbKY, ’KeHa el II0KJIOH IIOCBLJIaeT, /1a 3Ta KOM-
OUHaIMs y He! 3aBesach...

O6a rmocMoTpesu U 3axoxoTanu. Korza B JBe-
pAX KabuHeTa II0Kas3aIuChb IOJIOBBHI pebsT, CTa-
PHK BCKOUYMJI ¥, 3aMaxXHYBIIUCh KHUTOM, KPUK-
HYIL:

— 9W, BBL, YeJIAb... K UepTy!.

YCIIOKOMBINIUCE M 3allaXHYB IIOHOIIEHHBIN
XaJiaT, OH OIIATH OIIyCTHJICA B KPecJo U IIPOroBO-
PII COBCEM APYIUM TOHOM:

— Hy, T5I, ApKalika, CMOTpPH... TOTO...



— Yero?

— A BOT 3TOrO... 3a4eM /IeBKy cMmyIaeins? He
OIIpaBAbIBaMCs: BCe 3HAI. BEIlieT 3aMy’X, TOorza
Iopora OTKpBITA, a Tellephb IIYCTh HX IIOTeIIaT-
cd... BoT y Hac HoBag rOpHUYHAA, TaK MOYKeIllb
HU30IIPATH HAa Hell CBOU TaJIaHTHI.

Iloxka [DOKTOp TrOBOpPHJ BCe 3TO, THXMeHeB
PaBHOAYIIIHO OIJIAALIBAJ He3aBHUAHYI 006CTa-
HOBKY [JOKTOPCKOr0 KabHWHeTa: 3aBaJIeHHbIN
KHUTaMH U 6ymMaraMu IIMCbMeHHBIHN CTOJI, ¥ CTe-
HBI IMKad C MeAUIIMHCKUMU KHUTaMH, [PYyrou
mKadp ¢ HHCTPYMEHTaMM U II0XOJHOM allTeuKOou,
JKeJIesHyI0 KpoBaTh U T. . BUITMH [0’KHUBaJI BeK
BOEHHBIM BpauoM, U OKpYy’KaBlllasg ero 6eHOCTh
Kpuyasia U3 KaKgod mesu. CeMbsl ObLIa 60JIb-
mrass, a KaseHHOe >KaJ0BaHbe MUKPOCKOIIHYe-
CKoe.

— ToJbKO? — HAaCMEIUIUBO CIIPOCHI THXMe-
HeB, epollla CBOK 60pPOAKY, KOIJa JOKTOpP KOH-
YUIL

— Kaxkercd, nocratouHo? Benr KaTeHbKa He
poAHas MHe J104b U Jla)Ke He pasbepelnb, Kak
OHa MHe IIPUXOJUTCS: JKeHa BRIILIA 3a OpauHa
yoKe 3a BJOBIIa, 3Ha4yuT, KaTeHbKa Oblia [04e-
PBIO OT IIePBOM KEHBI U IIPUXOANIACE €M I1aj[ue-



puneit, a xorga OpAvH ymep U g >KeHUICH Ha
HeMH... OTHUM CJIOBOM, 4YepT 3HaeT KaKas IIyTaHU-
na. A g1 Ttebe ckaky ofHO: KaTeHbKa O4eHb YK
JIACKOBO Ha TeO0s IIOTJIAAbIBAeT... CKaKy OoJIblIle:
IIpsAMO BJIrO6sIeHa... Kak ITOpSAJOYHBIA YeJIOBEK,
THL..

— IloHuMaro, mo)kasnyiicra, 6e3 HpaBoOyue-
HUMH... BB, KaK IIOPSAL0YHBIN UeJIOBEK, CUMUTaeTe
CBOeH 0043aHHOCTBIO JIOBUTH KaTeHBKY B KOPH-
Zopax ¥ 06HUMAaTh ee O4YeHb YXK... II0-POJCTBEH-
HOMY!..

— Pamu bora... IIN... — 3allldIIesl CTapUK,
OIJIAABIBAsICE Ha [BEpE.

— Xa-xa... Ucnyramnuce, Balie 6Jjiaropopue?..
Huyero, He 6GecriokouTech: s1 AHTOHUZE CTella-
HOBHE He BBIZIaM, ecjIu OyjieTe BeCTU CeOs1 XOPo-
mo. KcraTw, npHsHaWTech, BBl 04eHb OOHUTeCh
AHTOHUBI CTEelTaHOBHBI?

— Tocaymia... THl YK CJIUIIIKOM, ApKarikal..
A KaTeHBKY, 1eliICTBUTE/IbHO, pa3 00HAI B KOPU-
Zope...

— IloTOMy 4TO IIPUHSAII 34 )KeHy? Xa-Xa...

Korzia B kabuHeT Bollla camMma AHTOHUA CTe-
IIaHOBHA, PBIXJIasd ¥ BeUHO O0JIbHAs faMa C JKeJl-
TBIM JIMIIOM, PasroBOP IIPUHSI CePbe3HBIM 000-



poT. T'oBOpMIM 0 IpUIAaHOM i1 KaTeHBKH, O
IHe CBaAbObl, pa3dupasiy KeHUXa U TOMY I10100-
HOe, UTO TOBOPUTCA B TAKUX CIyUasX.

— VK, KaXkeTcs, s1 ¥ He J0KIYCh, — IIOBTOPS-
Ja AHTOHuUAa CrellaHOBHA, B3IbIXas, — KOIJa
npuctpor KaTeHBKy... /leByIllka Ha BO3pPacTe,
TOTO IJIAMU CANeT Ha pyKax XPUCTOBOU HeBe-
CTOU — TOT[a Ky/a 4 C Heil. KoHeuHOo, 0Ha B JIoMe
ObplIa Heo6X0auMa — 3aHHMMaJIach C JeThbMH, II0-
MoraJjia MHe, HO IIopa el 1 0 cebe IogyMars... He
C HaMU >Ke el BeK BeKOBaTh, a YKEHUXO0B-TO HbIH-
Yye M C OTHeM He Hauelllb. [IodaeMTe, TrOCIIOA,
Yali IUTh, a KaTeHbKe A IOIIUTI0 Yaro TYAa...

JlericTBUTENIbHO, AHTOHUIA CTellaHOBHA Be-
JieJjia TI0JfaTh TOPHUYHOMN Yal )KeHUXY U HeBecTe
B rocTuHyr. KaTeHbKa fake 1mobesiesa BCs, KO-
Iga yBUAaja IIOAHOC CO CTAaKaHOM Yas U CBOIO
YalrKy — y Hell ocTaBajlaCh eJUHCTBEHHAas Ha-
Ie)kKJa Ha BeuepHUM 4ai, YTOObI XOTh Ha Yac U3-
0aBUTHCI OT CBOET0 YeAUHEeHUs, HO U 9Ta HaJlexX-
Jla 0Kasasach pasburoit. 3aTo KeKuH ObLI IIpefio-
BOJIEH U CMEIIIHO BBITATUBAJ I'yObl, IIPUXJIEObI-
Basgd TOpPAYUN KUILMTOK. Kak OH IPOTUBHO UMO-
KaJ TybaMH, a IOTOM OOJIM3BkIBAN UX. /[eByIlKa
BIlepeq Ilepe)kyBajia BCH CBOIO JKU3HL C 3TUM



HeHaBUCTHBIM YPOJAO0M, U IJIyXUe CJIe3bl IIOLCTY-
majy K camMoMy ropiay. UTo oHa Takoe — XyxXKe
CHUPOTHI, a 4y»Kor xs1e6 ropek. Korgma 6npu1a Ma-
JIEHBKOMH, TO 9TO eIlle He TaK BBIEJISI0Ch, HO II0-
TOM... KoHeuHO, AHTOHH/Ia CTellaHOBHA /00pas
JKeHII[UHa, ec/i O6bl He U30bIBajIa ee 3aMy»X 3a
IIepPBOT0 BCTPEYHOIO, & OCTAJbHBIX OHa HEeHaBU-
nesna. Crapuk BuriuH, 6ecXapaKTepHBIN, 00SB-
LIIUNCS KeHBI YeJIOBeK, IIpecseoBajl ee CBOUMHU
POACTBEHHBIMHU JII06E3HOCTSIMH C CeAbMOTro
KJlacCca TUMHA3UM U, KOTJa >KeHbI He OBLIO0, 07[0-
JleBaJl ee CKaOpesHBIMH aHEeKIO0TaMU, O0BbITHUL-
MU U moenyaMu. CTaplive TMMHAa3UCTHI ITHCa-
JIX Ha ee TeTpajKaxX HEIIOHATHLIe el CjioBa U
IO/COBLIBAJIM HeNpPWINYHbIe ¢oTorpadum. A
OHa [0/DKHA OblIa MOJIYaThb, UTOOBI HE TPEBO-
SKHUThb HallpacHO AHTOHUZAL! CTeIlaHOBHEIL B IIO-
clefHee BpeMsl OHA IIPOCTO 60sIach OCTaBAThCA
loMa OJTHa.

EmvHCTBEHHOE MECTO, I/le OHa OTAbIXajla, 3TO
OBbLI JOM 3aMy>KHel IIogpyTH JIro60uku THxMe-
HeBOU, — KaK y HHUX BCeIJla XOpOIIo, YIOTHO U
Kak-To BoobO11e Terwio. KoHeuHo, Apkaauii bopu-
ChbIY OBLI BeTPeHBIN YesIOBeK U PeIKO 3aCHKU-
BaJICA OMa, HO OH BCerja sBJIAJICS TaKUM Bece-



JIBIM, OCTPOYMHBIM. Ocob6eHHO Jro6ua KaTeHb-
Ka, KOI7ia OH IlesI. MesXy IIpOYUM, OH U ee VUM
IIEHUI0, U OHU UCIIOJHSIN Jjake OJUH Iy3T Ha
JIIOOUTEIbCKOM CIIeKTakKJie. BOT eJUHCTBEHHOe
CBeTJIOE MEeCTO B ee MOJIOZOM YKU3HH, U IIOHSTHO,
4uT0 B KaTeHbKe IIPOCHYJINCH K MY>KY IIOAPYTH Te
4yBCTBAa, KaKHe OHa 60siyIach Ha3BaTh UX HACTOS-
UM UMeHeM, — OHa IIPOCTO UyBCTBOBaJja cebs
HEOOBIKHOBEHHO TEIIO B €ro IIPUCYTCTBUU, CKY-
4aJia, KOTZja ero He O6BLI0, U JKHUJIA TOJIBKO OXKU/Ia-
HHeM, KoIZla OH IIpuzeT. HUKaKUX pacueToB Ha
TuxMeHeBa OHa, KOHEYHO, He MOIJIa UMeTb U
cTapajach He yMaTh, K YeMy BefleT TaKoe COJIU-
JKeHUe, — el ObLIO IIPUATHO, YTO OH BBIZIEJIAET
ee 13 Cpefpl IPYIUX >KeHIIUH U TaK HeoOUIHO
yXa>KUBaeT.

Ceituac 11ocyie uag TUXMeHEB Ilepelles B 3al,
CeJl 3a poOsUIb UM IIPUBBIYHOM PYKOM B3sI
HECKOJIbKO TPOMKHX AaKKOpAOB. /JleTH OIATh
CTOJIIIMJINCH OKOJIO Hero M 3arJisgAbIBajiv IIPSIMO
B poT. KaTeHbKa B3[pOTHYJIA, 3aCJIbIIIaB 3HAKO-
Mble pyJazbl. IIoToM OH 3aIres OJUH U3 TeX PO-
MaHCOB, KaKye TakK JI0SAT IIPOBUHIIHAIbHbIE 6a-
pHILIHMY. ITes1 0H HeypHO, XOTS ¥ KPUBJISLIICS I10-
pAmouHo. Kak HassIo, I10I1aZaJucb KMEHHO Te Po-



MaHCBI, KoTopsle jrobriaa Katenbka. Korga Tux-
MeHeB 3a11eJi: «He ToOBOpH, YTO MOJIOAOCTh CTyOU-
JIa...», y HeH Ha IJ1a3ax II0Ka3aJIUucCh CJIe3bl.

— O yeMm BHI IU1aUeTe, KaTeHbKa? — CIIpalllu-
BaJI KekuH, HaipacHoO cAep KuBas IIOSHUMAaBIILY-
I0CSI B HEM 3JIOCTh.

— Tax...

— 3TO He OTBeT...

— Jla IIpoCTO IIOTOMY, YTO TaK IIPUHITO: BCe
HeBeCTHI IIaYyT.

OHa mepecwanaa cebd W Take YJIbIOHYJIACh
CKBO3b CJIe3bl. KeKUH YyCIIOKOWICH, — JIeNCTBU-
TeJIbHO, BCe HeBeCThl IUIaYyT. A B 3ajie ITOJIHBIN
MY’KCKOM TeHOP TaK U BBIBOAUJI KECTOKHeE CJIO-
Ba:

...bauska-a-a mmos mMmo-eu-aa-al..

IToroM KeKHH OIIATH TOBOPHUJI UTO-TO, [OJITO U
ybenuTesIbHO, HO KaTeHBKa yrKe He Ciyllazia
ero. Korma TuxmeHeB KOHUYHJI CBOE IIeHHE U C
IIyMOM 3aXJIOIIHYJI KpPBIIIKY posid, KaTeHbKa
0e3 BCAKUX IIPeJUCIOBUN BhIOe)Kaja K HeMYy,
B3BOJIHOBaHHasd, OJiefHas, C TOPEBIIUMU IJIa3a-
MH.

— A BBI ioMa? — yAauBUIICA THUXMEHEB, Kpelr-



KO ITO)KMMas MaJIeHbKYIO APO’KaBIIYI0 PYUYKY. —
JIrobouka BaM KJIaHSETCH...

V Hero yJbl6a/IMCh OJHU IJ1a3a, HO KaTeHbKa
mpolasa eMy U O¢asbIlIMBOe YAWUBJIEHUEe, U
¢asIbIIUBEIE CJIOBA, IIOTOMY UTO OH ceMyac Ies
IJI Hee, ee JIIOOMMBbIe Bellld, TOYHO XOPOHUJI ee
3aKHBO.

— MHe Hy>XKHO BaM CKasaTb OJHO CJIOBO... —
IIpoIlIeIrTajga OHa, OIlycKas Ijasa.

— S K Bamum yciayram.

— BBl cetivac yxogute?.. S CKaXky B IIepef-
Hel...

— Brl MeHa roHuTe, KaTrepuHa BacHILeB-
Ha... — 3aMeTHJI TUXMeHeB, II0KUMad IIJIeYaMH.

B mepepnHeli, Korjga oH HaMaTbhiBal cebe Ha
IIel0 IITeJIKOBBIM IJIATOK, OHA IIpUIlajia K ero
TPYAH PYCOBOJIOCOM T'OJIOBKOM H IJIYXO 3aphbla-
JIa.

— 4... 4... JII0OJII0 BacC... — HIEIITaJIN I100esIeB-
LI1Me TyObl.
— Mmuiag... — JIaCKOBO IIpOIIlenTas OH, 00HU-

Mas ee U Iiesys. — Mutad...

JTOT moIesyH 3aCTaBUJI JIEBYIIIKY OIIOMHUTD-
ca. OHa mocMOTpesia Ha HEro COBCEM AUKHUMU
rJasamMy, OBICTPO IIOBepHyJlach M ybexkaia...



THUXMeHeB HECKOJBKO BpeMeHHU IIOCTOSI B IIe-
penHeln, yabl6asiCh NOBOJIBHOM YJIBIOKOM, TPSX-
HYJI TOJIOBOX U BHIIIIEJL.

KekuH 110-Ipe’KHeMy CHJeJsl Ha JAUBaHe B IO-
CTUHOM U HayWHaJ TepdaTh TeplieHue. UepT 3Ha-
eT, B CaMOM-TO JieJIe, KaKoe IJIYIIoe II0JIOJKEHHUE...
Kyma Katenbka yberkasa?.. Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT
Boll1a AHTOHHU/A CTellTaHOBHA.

— M&mI elmlle ¢ BaMM He BUIAINUCHL CETOLHS,
Biagumup EBreHbHdY... — IIPOrOBOPHIIA OHA, TH-
JKeJI0 OITyCKasACh B Kpecso. — KaTeHbKa ceiuac
BBIUET... 3HaeTe, MOJIO/Ias JIeBYIIIKA... BCe [JId
Hee TaK HOBO... HEPBEL... Belb BCe MBI, JKEeHIIIU-
HEBI, OJUHAKOBEI.

OHa yrosapuBajla pPacCep)XeHHOI0 >KeHUXa,
Kak pebeHKa, U KeKHH ImocTenneHHO oToIes. Ec-
JIX YK NeHCTBUTEJILHO BCE JKEeHIIIHUHBI OJMHAKO-
BBI, TO YTO TYT II0/ieJIaellb?..

— BbI mocraBbTe cebgs Ha MecTo KaTeHb-
KU... — IIpojo/pKasa AHTOHHAA CTellaHOBHA,
IpUKJIaAbIBasd IIATOK K Iy1asaM. — OHa ellrfe Tak
MOJIOZA... He IIOHUMaeT CBOEro CYacCTh...

— O, 1 IOHMMaAH... BCe IIOHUMAI0... — PaCTPO-
raHHO OoTBeyaJ KeKHWH U fake 11011esI0BajI PYKy y
AnToHnapl CTernmaHOBHA. — Boo6IIe, KOMOMHA-



UL



eMbs1 BUITMHBIX CJIOJKHJIACH JOBOJIBHO OPUIH-

HaJIbHBIM 00pasoM, KaK CKJIaJbIBAIOTCH Ce-
MBbH, MOKeT OBITH, TOJIBKO Ha Pycu.

AuToHuna CrellaHOBHA 3a JOKTOpa BuiimnHa
BBIIILIA y>Ke BAOBOM. IIepBEIN ee My, oTely Ka-
TeHbKH, OBLI BJIOBeIl, U OHa «BBIIIJIA Ha JeTeil»,
KakK roBopaT cBaxy. Y OpAiHa 0CTaJIOCh OT IIep-
BOM JKeHBI IBOe [leTell — CTapllas fouyb KaTeHb-
Ka U celH CemeH. AHTOHHAA CTellaHOBHA IIPH-
rpejia CUPOT WU IpubaBHUIa ellle OT cebd TPOHX
ZeTeM, Tak 4To Korga OpAuH Bojiero boskuen I10-
Mep, Y Hel 0CTaJIOCh Ha PYyKax IeJIbIX IIATh CH-
poT. Ilosio’keHHe OBLIO COBCEM 0e3BBIXOHOE, ecC-
JI1 OBl OHa He BBIIIJIA 3aMy>K BO BTOPOH pas 3a
DOKTOpa BUIIMHA U OIIATE «Ha JeTel» — Y JTOKTO-
pa CUpOTeJIO IeJIbIX YeTBEPO PeOsT.

— UYT0 >Ke, HAM Y>K 3a0/{HO BO3UTHCS C pebsd-
TaMu, AHTOHHJA CTeIlaHOBHA... — IOBOPUJI BH-
IIWH, Korja Jesaa IpejokeHue. — Takas yx
cyab6a... bor facT He CbeJAT, II0Ka MBI JKUBBL.

YV «MoJIOfBIX» 00pasoBajICa C IIEPBBIX AHEH
BOCITUTaTe/JIBLHBIN I0M, a II0TOM AHTOHHA CTe-
IIaHOBHA IIOJlapHJyIa MY>XKY elle TPOuX. IToryun-



Cs HACTOAIIHMM MypaBeMHHUK, IIpHYeM TPYIHO
ObLIIO pasobpaTh UyKUX OT CBOUX, ZjJa AHTOHU/A
CTerraHOBHA U He Jiejiajia MeXX1y JeTbMU pasJiu-
4ug — BceX bor faj, uto Ke TyT pasbupatsk. CaM
BunipH OBLIT He3JI0H Ue/IOBeK, HO Ha IeTel OH He
obpamjajl HHUKAaKOr0 BHHUMAaHUsA, IIPefoCTaBUB
BCe JKeHe: 3TOo ee 6abbe /1es10. YV Hero ciay»oba, Jie-
Jla, @ peOITUIIKYA TOJILKO MellaroT. OH 3aMeTHI
KaTeHBKY y’Ke B CelbMOM KJlacce THUMHAa3HUH, KO-
I7la OHa COBCEM BBIPOBHSJIACH U Clesanach
B3POCJIOU KPaCUBOM JeBYIIIKOM. /la’ke U I10 KeHe
KaTeHbKa OblyIa JOKTOPY 4dy’Kasd, ¥ OH 4YacTo IIO-
IJIAAbIBaJl Ha Hee IIPUINYPEHHBIMH IJIa3aMHU.
JKeHIIMH OH BCerza JIIOOMJI, HO KU3Hb TaK CJIO-
JKHJIaCh, UTO IIPUIIJIOCH YIOBOJIECTBOBATHLCS Ca-
MOM CepeHBbKOIM 00CTaHOBKOM, a TYT IIOCTOSIHHO
Ha IJIa3aX BePTUTCA TaKasd CBe)KeHbKasA U KPacCH-
Bad JieByIIKa. /[ypHBIX MBIC/IeH CTAPUK He UMeJI,
HO €ero TaK U TSIHYJIO OOHATH 3TO ILIBETYIllee MO-
JIOJIO€e TeJsI0, KOTOPOe TOYHO TOBOPUJIO eMY O COO-
CTBEHHOM CTapOCTH ¥ HEYA0BJIETBOPEHHOM
Kadkze >KU3HU. AHTOHHMa CTellaHOBHA XOPOIIIO
3Haja €1aboCTU My»Ka U II09TOMY HUKOTI[a He
Ieprxaja B [OMe KpaCHBOM >KeHCKOH IIPUCIIY-
I — BeJb BCe MYXYHUHBI OJMHAKOBBI, KaK U



JKeHIIIUHEBI. ITO OBLIO ee ¢uiocopuent, Koropas
Ka)K[bIM [1leHb IIPUHOCHJIAa KaKoe-HUOYAb HOBOE
HoATBepKaeHue. CTapIIUi CHIH JOKTOpa, T'MM-
HAa3UCT CeLMOTO0 KjIacca, ToXKe yxakuBaJl 3a Ka-
TEHbKOU U He IIPOITyCKaJl YI0OHOTO ciaydas [IOU-
MaTh ee IJe-HUOyAb B TeMHOM KOMHAaTe, YIIIHII-
HYTb U IIPOLIeITaTh Ha yXO YTO-HUOYABL CKa-
OpesHoe. Pas AHTOHHAA CTellaHOBHA HATKHY-
Jlach Ha CIeHy, Korja Cepexxa ooHuMas KaTeHb-
Ky, 3aTHaB ee B yroJI TOCTHHOM.

— /JleTu... 4TO BHI JesaeTe?!l.- yKacHyJachb
AuToHuna CTeIlaHOBHA, IIOpa’keHHAas KaK IPO-
MOM. — Be/ib BBI 6paT U cecTpa...

Cepexa, KOHeYHO, ybe)kas, KaKk W ciefnyeT
My>K4uhHe, a KaTeHbKa ocTasach, CKOHQYKeH-
Hasl, 06DKeHHas, YKaJIKasl.

— PasBe M0OXHO cebd Tak Jep>KaTb? — 00pY-
muaace Ha Hee AHTOHHZA CTellaHOBHA. — TEI
caMmasg OoJsiblllasi B CeMbe U JJOJDKHA I10/1aBaTh
npuMmep ApyruM... HakoHell, Kakgasa >KeHIIMHA
caMma 3acay>KMBaeT TOTO, KaK C HeM o6paiiaThCs.
51 cama ObLi1a [ieBYIIIKOM M MOTI'Y CKa3aTh, YTO HU-
KTO He cMeJl 06HUMAaTh MeHs1, KaK TOPHUYHYIO.

— 4I... 1 He BUHOBAaTa... — 6opMoTasa KaTeHb-
Ka, cropas OT CTBIZa W HOBOIM HeCIIpaBelINUBO-



cTu. — Eci OHU caMU Jie3yT... He JAal0T IIPOXO0-
Ia.

— Kt0o 310 «0HU»? Ceperkka... /la Begb OH
MaJbUMIIIKa, KOTOPOIO HYXHO 3a VIIHU elle
opaTb. Y He ompaBAbIBaiicd: Aj11 MeHS BCe BBI
PaBHEI U 3a BCeX 4 JoJDKHA JaTh oTBeT bory. Ja...

U3 sToro ciayuasg KaTeHbKa BbIBesa TOJILKO
OJTHO 3aKJIFOUeHUE: UTO KEeHIITUHBI BCET/a, BesJe
U BO BCeM BHHOBATHI, a MY>KUMHBI BCerza, Besje
U BO BCEM IIpaBHL UM BCe MOJKHO, a KEHIIIMHEI
IOJDKHBI BCe IIEPEHOCUTH. ITO OBLJIO HeCIIpaBe[-
JINBO, U OHA BO3HEeHaBHJleJIa CUJIbHEUIIIUU II0JI,
60JIbIIIe — OHa [I0YYBCTBOBaJIa K My>KUMHAM UH-
CcTO QuU3nyecKoe OTBpallleHHe, KaK K 4YeMy-TO
HENPWIMNYHOMY U BOOOII[e TaJKOMY.

CpepxcrBa JOKTOpa BuiyHa 6bLIM 0O4YeHBb Orpa-
HUYEeHHbIe, a II03TOMY I'poMaZHas CeMbs, KakK
TBIHOM, ObLJIa OKPY>KeHa ThICIUYbI0 HEOTCTYITHBIX
HY>KZI. OfHa 00yBb 4Yero CTOMJIA, a IIOTOM BCeX
HY>KHO OBLJIO OZleTh U HaKOPMUTh. KBapTHpa Obl-
Jla MaJjla U Heyno0OHa, a JeTu COWIUCHh B JIBYX
KoMHaTaX. KaTeHbKa, B KaueCcTBe CTapllleil B ce-
Mbe, I0JDKHA ObLIa IIOMOraTh Maudexe U II0 XO-
34MCTBY, U II0 4aCTH IIepBOHA4YaJIbHOTO 06yde-
HUs. ITa opaBa JeTell TpeboBasa CTPAIIIHOTO Ha-



IpsDKeHUs, YTOOBI BCe OBLIIO B IIOPS/Ke, [a ellle
cama AHTOHHZA CTeIaHOBHA IIOCTOSHHO IIPH-
xBapbiBasa. C mMoApacTaBIIMMHU [eTbMH YBeJIH-
YHMBAJIMCh U HYKABL. HemocTraTok HaZ3opa OT3bI-
BaJICA, KOHEYHO, Ha [eTAX IIpe’K[ae BCEero TeM,
YTO OHU HUKOTO 3HAaTh He XOTeJH B JIOME H 3a-
Opa/ii He3aMeTHO TaKyl BOJIIO, YTO ITOCTOPOH-
HUM YeJIoBeK, B IIePBHIH pas II0IIafaBIINHI B TOK-
TOPCKYI0 KBapTHPY, B y>Kace 3aThIKaJI YIIH. ITO
OBLJI HACTOSIIUM aJ, I7ie TOJIOCUJIH, PeBeJsIH, 0pa-
JIX ¥ BEIKpHUKHBAJIH Ha BCe TOHA HEYTOMOHHEIE
leTCKHe PTEL

Kaxk MbI yKe ckasaay, KaTeHbKa OTAbIXasIa
TOJIbKO Y THXMEHEBBIX, Ky/ia e PeJiKO IIPHUXO0/IH-
JIOCh IIoIlafiaTh. Ee moxpyra JIro6ouka 6nl1a IIyX-
Jlag u3baJIoBaHHas JieBYIIIKa, KOTopas ellje T'HM-
Ha3UCTKOM YBJIEKJIACh TAJIAHTaMU THXMeHeBa U
BBIIIJIa 3a HEro 3aMy’kK IIPOTHB BOJIM POJHTE-
Jleli — yb6eroMm. OHa 6bl1a MOJIO/Ia U KpacHUBa, HU-
4ero He Jiejiajia U I10-CBOeMYy UyBCTBOBasa cebsd
CYaCTJIMBOM, IIOTOMY UTO HHM O YeM He HY>KHO
obL10 gymMaTh. CaM THXMeHeB pefKo ObIBas J0-
Ma, II0TOMY YTO BeYHO IIponajaJl Iae-Hubyap 110
YMHOBHUYLHUM BeYepPHHKAM, Ha XOJIOCTBIX IIH-
PYILIKaX, II0 JIIOOUTEIbCKUM CIIEKTaKJIsIM, a eCJIx



HeKyJa ObLJIIO UATH, TO KOPOTaJl BpeMsd B Kiybe
WU B TeaTpe. Y Hero Bech Tropof 661 3HAKOM, a
3a KyJHucaMU OH ObUI Kak y cebs moma. Takas
paccesiHHas >KU3Hb He yauBJisiia JIF060YKYy, IIO-
TOMY UTO y Hel BeYHO KTOHUOY/b BepTesICd U3
XOPOIIMX 3HAaKOMBIX U OHA Y/0BJIETBOpSIaCh
JIETKUMU YXaKUBaHUSIMU 3TUX IOCTel. Bce-Taku
B pes3yJbTaTe II0JIyYasICsa XOTS IIPU3paK CUaCThS,
U KaTeHbKa 3aBuj0Basa 3TOM JIT060UKe, Y KOTO-
PO OBLI CBOM YTOJI, U3BECTHOE OOI[eCTBEHHOE
II0JIO’KeHWe U YCJIOBHasg CB0O6OJa 3aMy’KHel
JKeHIIWHBI. TUXMeHeB Bcerja ObLI BHUMAaTeJIeH
K JKeHe, BeCeJl, U [JeHb 3a JJHEM BpeMs KaTHUJI0Ch
He3aMeTHO. KaTeHbKa C y[0OBOJILCTBHUEM IIOMe-
HsL1acCh GBI C JIFDO0UKOM JKUTEUCKUMU POJISIMU.

TuxMeHeB cO BCeMH >KeHIIIMHAMU YCBOUWII Ce-
6e TO CBOOOJHOE U IOJYIIYTJIUBOE OOpalleHUe,
Kakoe II03BOJISIeTCS TaKUM J0OpbIM MaJIbIM; IIO-
sToMy KaTeHbKa He obpalliasia BHUMaHU, KOIia
OH II0 OITIHOKe 06HUMaAJI ee.

— 41 Bac Bce CMeIIMBAK C KEHOM... — OTIILY-
UUBAJICSI OH C Pa3BsI3HOCTHI0 M36aJI0BAaHHOIO Ye-
JioBeKa. — YTO [esiaTh: IIPOKJIATass OJIH30DY-
KOCTb.

BIM30pyKOCTH HUKAaKOM He ObLI0, HO TuxMe-



HeB HOCHUJI IIeHCHe I IIIMKa, 0COOeHHO KOorza
ObIBaJI B TeaTpe.

Pa3 Ha MacieHHUIle OHU KaTaIKUCh I[eJI0M KOM-
maHued. KaTeHbKa II0Ilajla B OOHU CaHU C THX-
MeHeBBIM. OH OBLI CJIeTKa HaBecesle U daMu-
JIbSIPHO OOHSII ee.

— IMocayiatite, ApKkaguil BOPUCHIY... — CTPO-
ro saMetmwaa KaTeHbKa, 0CBOOOKAAsACh OT 3THUX
00BSITUM. — BEI Tak cebs BefleTe, UTO I AOJKHA
Oyay mo>kaJyioBaThbcs JIFOO0UKe...

— YT0 Ke, )KaJIyIUTeCh, — 3aCMesyICA OH, IIPHU-
BJIEKas ee K cebe U I1esIyd B I11eKy. — Bo-IIepBEIX,
Bor Besies1 JIH06UTE OJIM)KHETO, BO-BTOPBIX, CETO-
IHA MaciieHHUIla, B-TPeThbHUX, s KaTalCh C JaMOH
U, HaKOHeIJ, g IIPOCTO IIbgH. /IJIg Yero ke yCTpau-
BaIOTCA TaKWe IMUKHUKH, Ha KOTOPBIX MyXKell U
JKeH pacCca’KUBaloT II0 PasHBIM SKUIIa’kam?.. Ile-
pecTaHbTe, II0KaJIyHUCTa, pasbirpblBaTh U3 Ccebs
HeJIOTPOTY IIapeBHY, a TO s caM [I0JDKeH I10KaJI0-
BaThCA Ha Bac JIrobouKe...

ITorom KaTeHbKa y3Hasa, YTO THXMeHEB BeJl
BOOOIIle 0YeHb CBOOOJHYIO JKHU3Hb U IIOTUXOHb-
Ky OT KeHBI pasbIrphIBaJl CBOU JellleBeHbKHUE PO-
MaHBbl, He IIPOIIyCKas HU ONHOM ropHHUYHOHN. K
AnToHUze CTellaHOBHE BpeMsA OT BpeMeHH 3a-



BepThIBAIM pasHble CTAPYIIKYU U CBOSI CECTpa YU-
HOBHMUITA. ITU >KEHIUHLI BCEIrla IMPUHOCUIU C
co60M I1eJIBIM BOPOX CaMbIX CBEKMX HOBOCTEH, U
TOpoJicKasd >KU3Hb Jlejlajlacb M3BECTHOU 10 IIO-
C/IefHUX WHTUMHBIX II0ApPOo6HOCTel. ['ocThU He
CTeCHSUIMCh IIPUCYTCTBHUEM KaTeHbKH, — UTO
’Ke, IeBYIIIKa OOJIbIIAs, TOTO IVISIIM caMa 3aMy»K
BBICKOYUT, — U pacCKasblBaJll BCIO0 IIOJHOIOT-
Hyro. AHTOHHAA CTellaHOBHA IIOYTHU HUIJE He
ObIBajla U caMa TOBOPUTH O OPYIHUX AYPHOE He
JI0OMJIa, HO MMOC/IYIIaTh Yy>KHe TOJKU U IIepecy-
Ibl ObLJIa He IIpoyYb. biarogaps sTUM pasroBopaM
KyMmylleKk KaTeHbKa OKOHYATEJILHO yoeauaach B
CBOEM MHEHUHU, YTO BCe MY KUUHEI Mep3aBIlbl, U
eCJIM eCTh Cpeid HUX IOPSIOUHBIEe JIIOIU, TO 3TO
IIOTOMY TOJIBKO, UTO 3TO WJIW KPYIJIble AypaKH,
WIN TaKHe pefKHe KCKIIOYeHMs, KaKue He MO-
TyT UATH HU B KaKOU CUeT, ja U CBOUX >KUBBIX
IPUMEPOB OBLIIO OCTATOYHO — TOT >Ke papa Bu-
uH, Ceperxka, TUXMeHeB.

9TO C OGHOM CTOPOHEI, a C Apyroi — KaTeHb-
Ka y>Ke 0bLIa CGOPMUPOBABIIIAACS JEBYIIKA, U B
Hel MHOT[a IIPOCHIIAaINCh YYBCTBEHHBIE IIOPHI-
BBL. Bcs OKpyskaBilasg ee 06CTaHOBKA HaTaJIKU-
Bajla ee MBICJIb U YyBCTBO MMEHHO B 3Ty CTOPO-



HYy. SBjsjIack TOCKA, allaTHd W IPUIAAKH YHEI-
HUsg. MeuTaTh OHa He JII0OMJIA, KaK APyrue Je-
BYILIKH, MOKET OBITh, IIOTOMY, UTO Y Hell He OBbI-
JIO IIOAPYT, fia ¥ BpeMeHU CBOO60LHOro ToXKe. Ilo-
sBjleHHe KekrHa He 00pafoBajio ee U He Olleya-
JINJIO: He BCe JIM PaBHO, 3a KOI'O BBIXOJHUTH 3a-
Mmy>K. Korma AHTOHHZa CTeltaHOBHA IIPHUCTYIIHIIA
K HeHl C IIpeJBapUTeJbHBIMH OO0BICHEHUSIMHU,
KaTeHbKa OTKPOBEHHO CKasaJa:

— MamMa, BeJb 1 He MaJIeHbKas M IIOHHMaAIo,
3a4yeM OH XOJHT K HaM.

Koneuno, AuTtoHuga CrerraHoBHa IIPOCJIE3U-
Jlach, Hauaja KpeCcTUTh KaTeHbKy U BCe IIOBTO-
psjia, UYTO OHa He TOHUT ee, KaK JApyTrHe MadyexH,
He M30bIBaeT, a Kak OHa cama XodeT. KekuH He
Kpacasel] ¥ He IIepBOX MOJIOLOCTH, HO YeJIOBEK
XOPOILMM U T. JI.

Ho uem 6urKe [ieJ1asicst pPOKOBOM MOMEHT, Ka-
TeHbKOM HauyWHAJI0 OBJaJeBaTb 06e30T4YeTHOe
0eCIIOKOMCTBO. XO0Td OHa U He JXJaJa HUYEro
0COOEHHOI0 OT ’KM3HH, HO IIPOBECTH ee C Ijasy
Ha I71a3 ¢ KeKHHEBIM, c/ie/IaThCI MaTePhI0 €T0 Jie-
Tell — 3TO ee IIyTasio Bce 6oJbllle ¥ 60Jiblre. OHa
ero He TOJIBKO He JII00MJIa, HO U He yBaKajla —
4To Ke 3TO OyZeT 3a KU3HB? A TYyT ellle TUXMe-



HeB 3a4aCTWI K HUM B JIOM M BCe paclieBaeT
CBOM POMAHCEHL.. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO OH IIPH-
XOAUT MMEHHO K HeH, II0IleJI0BaTh Y HeH PYKY,
BOOOIIle — yXakuBaeT. CHaudaja ee 3TO 3JIAJIO, a
II0TOM OHA caMa He MOIJIa aTh cebe oTyeTa, Kak
IIPOM30IIIeJI B HEH I1epeBOPOT M OHa C KaKOM-TO
JKaJHOCTBIO IIOIIIa HaBCTpeuy K HeMmy. IlycTs
Oyzet uTo 6yzert!..

B pokoBOIi Beuep CBOero 00bsiICHeHUS C THX-
MeHeBBIM B IlepefHel KaTeHbKa Oblla OKOHYA-
TeJIbHO pasbuTa. OHa He cI1aja BCI0 HOYb HAIIPO-
JIeT W BCe Aymasia, AyMaJja, gymaszaa.. OHa yxe
BHesga ceOs m-me KeKHHOM, BHIeJIa 00CTaHOB-
Ky CBO€H HOBOM >KHM3HHU U Ty CTPAIIHYIO IIyCTOTY,
KOTOPYIO OHa IIpuHeceT Tyja. Bce paBHO KexkuH
IIOJIYYUT TO, YeT0 MCKaJ— ee MOJIOLOCTEL U Jie-
BHYBIO KpacoTy, a 4To ke el ocraHeTcd?.. Ka-
TeHbKa IlIaKaJla U JIoMajla PYKU B OTYasIHHHU.
CKBepHO OBLIIO OCTaBaThCA 37,eCh U CKBEPHO OblI-
JIO BIlepe[U. B 3a0bIThY OHa 3Basia TUXMeHeBa U
4yBCTBOBAJIA, KaK HaJl Hel HAKJIOHAIOCH €r0 MO-
JIOZ{0e KpacHBOe JIHIIO0, & B YIIIaX CTOSUIA CTPACT-
HO IIpHU3BIBaBIIIHE CTPOQHBI €ro poMaHCOB. Benb
3a MHUI TaKOIO0 CYacCTbsl MOYKHO OTJaTb BCHO
JKH3Hb, UeM 3aYaXHYTh C 3TOH ePEeBAIIKOM.



— A, TaK BBl BOT KaK, — KOpHJA OHa KO-
ro-TO, — TaK 4 ’Ke 3Hal0, YTO MHe nesarsk. /Ja... ¥
MeHsI eCTh CBOSI KOMOMHAITHS.

Mgi1ciib, yoapHUBIIasa ee KaK MOJIHUS, el CTBU-
TeJbHO OBLJIa THUKas U HeJsellasd, Ho KaTeHbKa
yXBaTWJaCb MMEHHO 3a Hee: XOTS YTO-HUOYAb
B3ATh Y Mayexu CyabObl! OHa U BCTajJa C Bece-
JIBIM JIMITOM, IIOJIHAsi OTYAassHHOM PeIIMMOCTH
IIPUBECTH B HCIIOJHEHMe CBOUY ILIaH. Bce paBHO
Be/lb OHa y>Ke CKasajla TUXMeHeBY, UTO JIIOOUT
ero.



IV

edepoM KeKWH IIpHIIle]l B CBOM Yac M 3aHIII

CBOe MeCTO Ha JHWBaHe B IOCTHHOM. KaTeH:-
Ka BCTpeTHJIa er0 B IlepefiHed ¢ OJefHBIM U
BCTPEeBOKEHHBIM JIMIIOM.

— BbI He coBceM 340pPOBBI? — 3aMeTHI Ke-
KHWH, 3aIJIbIBas B JIUIIO.

— /la... 1 IJI0XO CIlajia HOYb.

— Hy»XHOo 6epeds 310pOBbLeE.

JleByIlIKa MoJI4aja, II0-THMHAa3W4eCKH IIepe-
Oupas IIyTOBUIIBI IIJIaTh.

FocTrHas Tak »Ke ObLIa OCBellleHa OJHOM
JIaMIIOH, U TaK ke KaTeHbKa ceJia ajIeKo OT CBO-
€ro >KeHHuxXa. PasroBop IJIOX0 KJIEHJICS, Y IIIMBI-
raBlIKMe 4Yype3 FOCTHHYIO [JeTH MellaJu KeKUHY
rozcecTs 6irpke. OH AiBa pasa IIPOTEP CBOU 0Y-
KA U YJIBIOHYJICA B IIPOCTPAHCTBO. Y HEro Cero-
IHS BBIJAJICS CYACTJIUBBINA JeHb: B CeIbMOM
KJlacCe HaIlMcaJM IpeKpacHbI emendatum [1],
IIOTOM JUPEKTOP II03paBUJI C JKEHUTBLOOMH, JIy-
KaBO IIO[IMUTHYJI, ¥, HaKOHeIl, OH IIocje obesa
3axofuiI Ha OYAYIIyI0 CBOIO KBAapTHUPY, IZe yXe
JeJlaJIiCh HeoOXOLUMBIe IIPUTOTOBJIEHUs. B006-
Ille BCe IIUIO OTJIMYHO, U KeKuH, 1m1arasg I10 TPO-



TyapaM K KBapTHUpe BuliuHa, fake Oypdas Ka-
KOM-TO MOTUB HEU3BECTHOIO IIPOUCXOXKEHUS.

— HWrak, 4 cuuTaro, 4To Mbl OOBICHUIUCH
BIIOJIHE... — 3aTOBOPUJI OH, IIPOTATUBAs PYKY II0
CIIMHKe JUBaHAa. — JTO IyiaBHOe. He mpaBaa jim?..

OH 3a6BLT TOJIBKO O[JHO, UTO TOBOPUJI BCE Bpe-
Md OH ofvH, a KaTeHbKa TOJIBKO CJyIllaja U Co-
ramranack. Ho Begb 9TO BCe paBHO: OH TaK IIPU-
BBIK, YTOOBI €ro BCe CAyIlaJu. MUpP B ero IIpef-
CTaBJIEHHUH PHCOBAJICI YeM-TO BpPOJie TPOMAaHO-
ro KJ1acca, Ijie OfHHU y4arT, a Jpyrue yqyarcs.

— Br1, BiragyMup EBreHbHY, TOBOPHIIH, UTO B
JKeHIIMHEe YyBajkaeTe IIpesKJe BCEero 4YesoBe-
Ka...— Hayajla HepelluTeJbHO KaTeHbKa, UyB-
CTBY$, YTO JIUI0 Y HEU IIOKPBIBaeTCqd PO30BBIMU
IATHAMU.

— /la, TOBOPHIL...

— IloToM BBI TOBOPHJIH... Kak 3TO cKasaThb?..
Bce moHMMAaThE — BCe IIPOIIATE...

— 3T0 cKkasasia m-me de Cranb. O4eHb YMHasg
JKeHIIMHA, KOTOopas 3Hajla [Ja’ke JIATHHCKUN
A3BIK...

— IloTOoM BBI TOBOPHJIH eIlle IIPO OTKPOBEH-
HOCTb...

— /Jla... 3To HellpeMeHHOe YCJIOBHe, UYTOOBI



BIIOCJIEACTBUU He IIPOUCXOIHNIIO HHUKAKUX HeJO-
pasyMmeHuii. BripoueM, 1 TOBOPUJI OTHOCUTEJID-
HO...

— Ho BeJb ecTb HEKOTOpPHIEe Bellyd, KOTOPEIe
HeBO3MO>XHO CKasaTb... TO eCTh UeJIOBEK CKPHI-
BaeT U3 CTpaxa I1030pa, IIpe3peHusl.

OHa ocTaHOBUJIACH U IIOCMOTpeJia Ha IBEPh B
3aJI, 3a KOTOpPOM yrKe CJBIIIAJICSI CHep KaHHBIN
IIEIIOT U TOIITaHbe JeTCKHUX HOT.

— YTO0 BBI XOTUTE CKas3aTh? — yauBUiCca Ke-
KHUH U ellfe pa3 IpoTep OUKU.

— 51 roBOpIO, UTO MHOIZA CTPax yAep>KHUBaeT
yeJI0OBeKa OT JKeJIJaHHS BBICKa3aThCd... B 00IIIe-
CTBe TaK MHOTO IIpefipacCyAKOB U BOOOIIe
HeCIIpaBe[JINBOCTU. HaKoHeIl, eCTh WU3BECTHhLIE
Tpeb0oBaHUd, KOTOpPbIe II0YeMY-TO IIPebIBISIOT-
C OGHOM CTOpOHe... My)KUMHa, KOIJla KEeHUTC,
HUIeT C OTKPBITHIM JIUIIOM M HUKTO He CIIpalllU-
BaerT... He CIIpallliBaeT, KaK OH IIPOBeJI CBOI0 MO-
JIOZOCTB. /la’ke GOJIbIIIE: er0 caMble HeKpaCUBEIe
IOCTYIIKU CXOIAT 3a KaK0oe-TO MOJIOJTEYeCTBO...
My>XUYUHEI [YMAKT, YTO >KEHIITUHEL, TO eCTh [ie-
BYIIIKH, HUYETro He ITOHUMAKT U BepsAT UX KaxX-
ZJOMY CJIOBY.

— Hy, ma... KOHe4yHO, OBIBAXOT CJayYau...—



MbI4asI KeKuH, ¢ yAUBJIEHHEM IV Ha 3aroBO-
PHUBILYIO B IIepBLIi pa3 KaTeHbEKy. — Ho MHe He
SICHO OJHO... /la, ogHO. K ueMy BEI BefieTe peyb B
TaKOM MMEHHO HallpaBJIeHUN?

— S Xo4uy cKas3aTb TOJBLKO TO, YTO MY’KYHHA
BCe cebe MOKeT II03BOJIUTh U HU 38 YTO He OTBe-
4yaer...

— BBI XOTUTE CKA3aTh: X0JIOCTOM MYKUMHA?

— A pasBe 3TO He BCce paBHO? X0JI0CTOH 6yzeT
JKeHaTbIM... PasBe HeBecTa He BIIpaBe CIIPOCUTH
€ro OTKPOBEHHO... TO eCTh 5, KOHEUHO, Bac He 0y-
Iy cIpalnuBaTh, BiaguMup EBreHBUY, IIOTOMY
4TO TaKOM BONIPOC [JIg JeBYIIKHM CYHTAETCH
HeIIPUIHYHBIM. JKeHIIIUHBI TO/DKHEL Y0BJIETBO-
PATHCA TeM, UTO UM JJOCTAHETCH. ..

«BoT Tebe M OTKPOBEHHOCTh: CaM HaB-
3ay», — gyMaJl KekuH, IIpeuyBCTBYsI HEIIPHAT-
HOCTE.

KaTeHBKe BApYT cIesanock OypHO, U KekuHy
IIPUIIJIOCH B IIepPBBIM pa3 B JKU3HU OerkaThb 3a
CTaKaHOM BOZBI I JKEHIIUHBL. B 3ajie OH Ha-
TKHYJIC Ha Kydy pe6sT, KOTopble OpPOCHUINCH OT
Hero BpacchlllHyrw. «KoMmbuHanus!» — eznsa
ycIleJl KpUKHYTH KTO-TO, YAUpPas BO BCe JIOIIATKU.
Korzma oH BepHyJica ¢ BojgoH, KaTeHbKa cujesia



Ha JuBaHe 6JiemHas KakK IIOJIOTHO. BEIIIMB BOJEI,
OHAa 3aMeTHO YCIIOKOMIACh.

— OcTaBUMTE 3TOT PasroBop... — mpocua Ke-
KHWH, pacxa)kuBas I10 TOCTUHOM. — S JIydllle pac-
CKa)ky BaM O KBapTHUpe, TO eCTh O Halllell KBap-
Tupe. /la. Bcero maTh KOMHaT, MebeJsib 1 6epy Ha-
IpOKaT, yJIUIla TUXasd U HellaJleKo 0T TMMHAasUH,
OJJHUM CJIOBOM, BCe YCJIOBUS... 13, BCe YCIOBU.

— HeT, MHe He0OXOAMMO AOKOHYHTH 3TOT
pasroBop... — Iiepebuysa KaTeHbKa C HEIIOHSIT-
HOM /I HEr0 HaCTOMYHUBOCTHIO.

— He siyurte siu B ipyroit pas, EkaTepuHa Ba-
CUJILeBHA?

— Her, cerogHsa Wjid HUKOT/IA.

KeknHy IpUIIIIOCH 3aHATH CBOE MECTO Ha J[U-
BaHe U IIPUTOTOBUTHCA CJIYILIAaTh, HO UM IIOMe-
II1aJla TOPHUYHAY, II0/jaBaBIIasg yal. YarHast JI0-
’KeyKa >KaJIoOHO 3a3BeHeJsla B pyKaxXx KaTeHbKH,
TOYHO OHa JIporKaJjia Co cTpaxa.

— BOT BBHI TOBOpUTE O CIIpaBeJIUBOCTH, 00
yBa’KeHUU K >KeHII[UHE... — 3aTOBOPHJIA JIEBYIII-
Ka, IrlepeBod AyX. — Ho aToro HeT...

— Her, y’K U3BUHUTE... 1 3HAI0 TAKYH >KEeH-
IIUHY, TO €CThb [IeBYIIKY, KOTOPYI0 yBa)kalw U
J1006J110 6OJIBIIIEe BCEro Ha cBeTe! — BhIIaIUI Ke-



KHH HEOKHUTaHHO JJIsI CaMOTO cebs.

— /Jla¥iTe MHe KOHYHUTG... Bce 3TO OZHU XOPO-
IIIHe CJI0Ba. YBaykKeHMe K JKeHIIMHe BpalllaeTcs B
TaKOM TeCHOM KpPYyI'y U He IIepeXOJUT I'PaHMUILl...
Kak 3TO cKasarh? Hy, ma 3TO BCce paBHO... BO3k-
MUTe TaKOH CJIydyal: MOXKeT OBITh, TaK HasbIBae-
Mas IeBYIIIKA C IIPOIILJIBIM...

— Kak BrI ckasaiu?

— PasBe BBl He 3HaeTe, YTO Ha3bIBAETCS Jie-
BYIIIKOM C IIPOIILJIBIM?

— AX, fa... BUHOBAT... — CMyTHWICA KeKUH U
KaK-TO BAPYT CheKUJICH.

— My’K4YHUHEBI BCe C TaKUM IIPOLIIBIM, a Jie-
BYIIIKU SBJIAIOTCA UCKJIIOUEeHHUEM... MOXKeT OBITh
CO BCSIKMM 4YeJIOBEKOM U3BeCTHas OIIHOKa, YBJIe-
4YeHHe, IIPOCTO CIY4allHOCTh, BOOOIIe HecuacThe,
HO pasBe [ieBYyIlIKe IIPOIaeTcsa YTO-HUOYABL?

Terrepp KaTeHBKa CMOTpesia y»Ke IIPIMO B
rinasa KekuHy W fake IIPHUABUHYJIAaCh K HEMY.
['1asa y Hel ropesu, a pykKa, jie>kaBlllasl Ha CTO-
JIe, B3ZparuBasa.

— Taxkag [eByIIKa IIOKPBITA BEYHBIM II030-
poM... Ee KasHAT... ¥ KTO Ke? TOT 4yesIoBeK, KOTO-
PBIH chesiaj [eBYIIKY HeCYaCTHOM, OCTaeTcs B
CTOpPOHE, U Y Hero TOJIbKO OJHHUM IIPUATHBIM



BOCIIOMHHAHHEM OO0JIBIIIE, Ta M 00IIeCTBO Ha Ta-
KHe IaJ0CTH CMOTPUT CHUCXOLUTENLHO. ECThb
’KepTBa, Ha KOTOpPOM M BbIMelnaeTcsa Bce. I103-
BOJIbTE... EC/IM IpocTas ¢prsmuyecKas OIInOKa, 3a-
MeTbTe — BCero OfHa OIlIMbKa, HaBcerga ryouT
IEeBYIIIKY, TO YTO >Ke HaM TOBOPUThL 00 yBaKe-
HUU K >KeHIIMHe, 0 BCEIIPOII[eHUH — BOOOIIEe 0
TOM, Yero HeT U He 6bIBasI0? Ha ueM jxe JeprKUT-
Cd BCA Hallla HPAaBCTBEHHOCTb U yBa’KeHUe?..
Benp aT0, HAKOHEII, 0OUAHO...

— ITo3BOJIBTE... UTO BBl XOTUTE 3TUM CKa3aTh,
ExaTepuHa BacuibeBHa? — 6opMoTaa Kekus,
OTOLBUTasChH OT Hee.

— Brl He nmorageiBaeTech, Biagumup EBre-
HbUUY, a ellle CTOJIbKO T'OBOPUJIHA 00 OTKPOBEHHO-
CTH... BBl BIlepe]; TOTOBBI BO3HEHABUJZIETH YeJIO-
BeKa, KOTOPOMY IIPOIIOBeL0BaIN 3Ty MOpPab...

— BEI... BEL.. BEL...

— /Jla, 1 UMeHHO Takas JeBYIIKa... C IIPO-
IUJIBIM...

Ilocnemurie cioBa KaTeHbKa IIPOTOBOPHIIA
y>Ke CTOd, YXBaTHUBIINCHL OTHON PYKOM 3a CTOJI.
PokoBOe CJIOBO TOYHO OCTAaHOBUJIOCH yV Hel B
ropJe... KekvH IipeguyBCTBOBaJ yAap U CTapaJl-
Cd He CMOTpeTh Ha Hee. Korja OH OTKpPBITI IJIa-



3a — KaTeHbKH y>Ke He OBIJI0O B TOCTUHOM.

— BoT Tak KOMOHMHaIMA... — pPacTepssHHO
bopMoTas OH, He 3Has, YTO [esaTh: yb6eXKaTb
HeJIOBKO, 0CTaBaThCSI — TOI'0 XyJKe.

Ha BBRIpy4Ky emy sgBuMIach AHTOHHAA CTella-
HOBHa, — OHa IIpube’kajla BCTpPeBOXKeHHas, HC-
IIyraHHasgd, JKaKas.

— UYTo Takoe CAYYHUIOCH, Biamumup EBTe-
HbUY: ¢ KaTeHBKOM HCTepHUKa...

— Hcrepuka? — nepecrpocun KekuH. — AX,
Ia... Jlo ceBuganbsa, AHTOHKA CTellaHOBHA.

— /la Kyza ke BBI, Baragumup EBrensuu? Her,
g Bac He IIy1ry... MoKeT OBITh, KaKHe-HUOYAb I1y-
CTgKH... KaTeHbKa ellle IJIylla 1 HU4ero He IIOHU-
Maer...

— IloToM... mOTOM...— O60pMoOTan KekuH,
OTBICKUBAs CBOIO IIIATIKY.

Tak OH U He cKasasl Hu4ero AHToOHHe CTella-
HOBHe, KaK OHAa HU yjep>KuBaJja ero. Passe oH
HMeJI IIPaBO BBIIABATh UY)KYyI0 TaliHy, a KaTeHBb-
Ka eMy ceilyac Oblia 4dy»Kad... A OH U KBapTHUPY
HaHsI, U JUPEKTOP II03PaBJIAI — BOT TaK KOM-
O6uHaIUsA B CaMOM-TO [leJie!

B mepepHet KeKUH JIMIIOM K JIUITY CTOJIKHYJI-
ca ¢ TuxmeHeBbHIM. OHUM IIOCMOTpEJH IPYyr Ha



Ipyra, CMepsyiId C TOJIOBHI 0 HOT U OTBEPHY-
JICh — KeKMH KakK BHHOBATBHIM BBICKOUMJI U3
nepenHel, a THXMeHeB TOJILKO pa3BeJl pyKaMH.

— COaTuII, rosyo4uK, — ake IoykaJseJl OH.

— Hy, 6pat, y Hac UCTepUKH, — 00BbICHUT BCe
IOKTOP, Korga THXMeHeB BOIlles] B KaOWHeT. —
Mos cTapyxXa KaTaeTcd B TOCTHHOM, a KaTeHbKa
yIIpa’kKHAeTCd B CBOEM KOMHAaTe, TO eCTb B JIeT-
CKOM... Huuero He 1ioiimy. U Bce 3T0 60s1BaH Ke-
KUH Hafeaal.

— OH MeHd 4yTh C HOT He CIIU0 B IlepeJHel. ..

— /luKapb, OAHHUM CJIOBOM.

Beuep B moMe BHIIMHLIX, HECMOTPS Ha IIPHU-
cyTcTBHe THXMeHeBa, IIPOoIes CKYYHO. AHTOHU-
na CremaHOBHA XOJMJIa C 3all/IaKaHHBIMHU IJIa-
3aMHU U HeCKOJILKO pas HallpacHO CTydajach B
KoMHaTy K KaTeHbKe — fo0pasi sKeHIIHA YKe
BIlepe]; 06BUHsIA ITaUepUIly BO BCEX UCTOPUH.

Korga TuxmeHeB yxonwia, KaTeHbBKa, HaKo-
Hell, II0Ka3aJjlach U3 CBOero saroueHus. OHa yIIy-
4urjia MUHYTKY, UTOOBI paccKkas3aTb eMy BCe.

— KarepuHa BacwibeBHa, — 60pMOTa OH,
IIOpa’keHHBIM BCeM CIYYUBIIUMCA. — /la KaK 3TO
BaM B TOJIOBY-TO IIPHUIILIO?.. Jla 3TO YTO Ke Ta-
Koe?..



— AX, He crpammBai... Bce paBHO IIpoIia-
IaTh... — IIemnrTajaa oHa. — OH IJIYII ¥, IIOCMOTPY,
caM Xe IIPUJET KO MHe... I HeHaBUXKY... OH II0Be-
PHIL, YTO 5 JleBYIIIKa C IIPOILILIM... Xa-Xal..

— Karenbka... Katd... KaTtpkal..

— T&I Temmepb MO, MO, MOI1!.. XOTH Ha [JeHb,
Ha HeJeJ0, HO MOH... YemeM Kynaa-HUOyab! S
BIlepe[ IIlepe’kuja CBOM II030P, CBOM [eBUYUM
CTBIL,..

Ha TuxmeHeBa BAPYT HaKaTUIOCH pasAyMbe:
ecin aTa KaTeHbKka ObLIa CIIOCOOHA BBIKUHYTh
TaKyl ILITyKy, TO IIOTOM OT Hee He CKOPO OTBS-
XKelllbcd... Takue 6abbl IIPAMO C PEBOJIBLBEPOM
OXOTATCA 3a CBOMMHU aMaHaMH: IIOK — M aMaHa
Kak He ObiBasio! Ho, ¢ ApPyrod CTOPOHBI, €ro 3a-
XBaTHUJIa caMasi CMeJIoCTh KaTeHbKUHOM BBIyM-
KU U IIOTOM — B KaKUX Aypakax KeKMH-TO ocTa-
HeTcs!

— 3aBTpa 4 MOJIy4Yy OT HEro IMUCbMO U BBITO-
BOpPIO cebe yCII0BHEM OLHY HeNleso... HeT, JIBe...
V MeHd ecTh KaKas-TO TeTKa, TaK OyATO K HeU
Chbe3qUuTh. Tl OyAL TOTOB.

OHa TeIleph IlejioBaJjia e€ro y)Ke caMa KakK Cy-
MacIe/nas, Iiakajaa U cMessiach, U OISTh ILIa-
KaJia, yJbI0asiCh CKBO3b CJIE3HI.



— JI¥06J110, JIFOOJIIO... T€OS JIF00JII0... — IIIeIITa-
Jla OHa, IIPYKUMAsICh K HeEMY BCeM TeJIOM, TOUHO
X0TeJIa IIPUPacTyu K HeMy. — S 1oru6Ja, He >KU-
Bd... He JIHO0M... S ragkas... AX, KaK MHe ObBLIO
CTBITHO JITaThb Ha cebd M ob6MaHBIBAThH erol.. S
4TO-TO TaKOe MHOTO TOBOPHJIA U Jla’Ke Ha Hero
Harazas1a...



\'

anmvxa oT KexknHa He ObLIO TpU AHS, HO Ka-
TeHbKa OblIa CIIOKOMHA — IIJIa BIlepe]] ouep-
TS T0JI0BY. O6bsAICHEHHE ¢ AHTOHUHOU CTeIlaHOB-
HOM HU K UeMy He I10BeJIo, ¥ KaTeHbKa II0BTOPS-
Jla TOJIBKO OJTHO:

— OcTaBbTe MeHd, MaMa... M-me KeKHHOH s
ellle ycIerw ObITh.

Ha ueTBepTHIH [eHL IBUJIOCH HAKOHELT IIVCh-
Mo. Ero mpuHec 1mouTajb0H BeyepoM, Korjga THux-
MEHeB CHjesI 3a posieM, a KaTeHbKa pasyduBa-
Jla IO/ eT0 PYKOBOJACTBOM IIBITAHCKUU POMAaHC
«Houu 6e3yMHBIe, HOUM OeCCOHHEIE...». KaTeHb-
Ka HHUOTKyZa He IIoJydYasia IIHceM, II03TOMY Bce
pebsTa CMOTpesd Ha IoYTaJbOHA C Pa3sUHYTHIM
pTOM.

— ExkatepuHe BacuibeBHe OpAUHOH...—
TPOMKO IIPOBO3IJIACHJI THMMHA3UCT, II07aBas
nucbMo. — OT KoMOHHAITHU M. ..

TuxMeHeB cliejaj BUI, YTO HUYEro He 3aMe-
4JaeT, U IIPOJI0JDKaJ pa3dbupaTh HOTHL. KaTeHbKa
PaBHOIVIITHO B3sla IIMCBMO, pasopBasia KOH-
BepT, IIpoberKajia HeOOJILIION JIUCTUK II0UYTOBOM
oymaru u nopasia THUxMeHeRy.



«MuocTuBag rocygapblHg ExaTepnHa Bacu-
JIbeBHAa, — IMHcaJI KeKHH MeJIKHM, CIMBaBIINMCS
IIOYePKOM. — 3a 3TH TPHU [HS 51 TaK MHOIO IIepe-
JKUWJL... BBl mo¥iMeTe MoU 4yBCTBa. Ho He GyneM
TOBOPHUTH O IIPOLLIOM, a OyAylllee 3aBUCUT OT
Bac. O6ayMaliTe cBoe IIOJIOKE€HHe, 3arJITHUTE B
COOCTBEHHYIO IyIIly U PeIlnTe, B COCTOSHUU JIU
Bel IpUHATE Ha cebs CBAIlleHHbIe 003aHHOCTHU
JKeHBI ¥, MOKeT OBITh, MaTepHd. OT CBOUX CJIOB
He 0TKa3bIBAaIOCh, IIOTOMY YTO CJIMIIKOM JIFOOHJI
Bac u iro6it0... V BCSIKOIO, BUHO, €CTh CBOS
CcyZb6a, 0T KOTOPOM He yifellb. 'peKr HasbIBa-
JIA 3TO ,aHAaHKH®, a puMysgHe — fatum... MHe
CTPAIIIHO He 3a cebd — s IIPOBepuJI cebs U IIPH-
TOTOBMJICA, HO CTPAIIHO 3a Bac. YBakarolluii B
Bac cBoro 6yzayinyro sxeHy Biragumup KekuH».

— Jlypak... — pemrus TUXMeHeB, BOo3Bpallas
IIMCbMO. — IJTaKMMH OOJIBAHAMHU TBIH IIOZIIH-
paTe.

KaTeHbKa O0TBeTHJIA TOJILKO Yepes [IeHb U IIO-
CTaBHWJIa HeIPeMEeHHBIM YCJI0BHEM, UTO IIepef
CBafbO0OH yeZieT Ha [Be HeJleJld K TeTKe. «MHe
TO>Ke HY>KHO II0JlyMaTb U IIPUUTU B cebs, — IIH-
cajJla OHa CBOMM Y4YeHHYEeCKHM II0OYepKOM, — a
IIpY Halllell 06CTaHOBKe 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO... 5 TO-



’Ke MHOIO Ilepe)kuia 3a 3TU SHU U He AyMalo,
4T00OBI BaM 6bLI0 TsKesiee. Bo BCIKOM ciydae, g
He JKeJIal0 U He MMel0 IIpaBa CBI3bIBaTh Bac faH-
HBIM CJIOBOM: BBI OIITUGJINCH B TOM, Uero UCKaIH.
He syuriie st 6yzeT, ecii Mbl pacCTaHEMCS Ha-
Bcerga?» VBepeHHass B 4uyBcTBaxX KekwHa, Ka-
TeHbKa IHCaJa 3THU CTPOKHU C JIETKUM CepAlieM:
HY>KHO BBI/IEpKaTh CBOI0 POJIb 0 KOHITA. ToJIb-
KO KOIjla IMUCbMO COBCEM OBLIO rOTOBO, Ha Ka-
TeHbKY HallaJI0 pa3AyMbe, OHA ellle pa3 IIepeyn-
Tajla IIMCbMO KeKHHa U ee TOYHO KOJIbHYJI €0
IIPOCTOM, AYIIIeBHLIN TOH. A OHA, YTO OHa JeJia-
eT? Ho Terepsh y’>Ke II03IHO...

BMmecTo orBeTa KeKHH sBUJICA caM, >KeJITBIN,
pacTepssHHBIN. OH COIJIAIIAJICI CO BCEM, TOJIBKO
OBI CKOpee Bce KOHYUJIOCh.

— Bbl 6bIM OOJIBHBI? — cIpamnMBaja Ka-
TeHbKa, IIPOHUKAACh yYacTUeM K HeMy. — VY Bac
TaKOU IIBET JIUIla HEXOPOIIIUIA.

— JTO Takx... 3TO IpoiufeT... IIpuIes B3IJId-
HYTBb Ha Bac. COCKy4HJICSA, HEe MOTY...

Ei cpesasoch BAPYT »Kajlb €ro, HO 3TO OBLIO
MUMOJIETHOe YyBCTBO, IIOraciiiee TakK >Ke OBICT-
PO, KaK BCHBIXHYJI0. OIITH Ta ’Ke TOCTUHAasd, Ta
’Ke JIaMIIa, TOT >Ke téte-a-téte M TOT >Ke IIIEIIOT 3a



nBepAMU. KekuH 6o0Jibllle He YHWTaJl HacCTaBJle-
HUH U He 3aBOJUJI II0yYHUTeJILHBIX PasTOBOPOB, a
TOJIBKO IIOTUpPAaJI OUKH U Tep cebe J106.

— 51 BaM pacCKaky KOrfa-HUOYAbL O JIy4IlleM
PHMCKOM HMIIepaTope... — FOBOPHJI OH HH K Ce-
JIy HU K TOpoay. — Mapk ABpeyHi... fa. 3aMeya-
TeJIbHBIN 4YesIoBeK... KcTaTH, BBI ITI03BOJIMTE MHE
npoBoguTh Bac, EkarepuHa BacuibeBHa? A
HeIIpeMeHHO IIpuAy... Begb ABe HeJeJHd OJHHO-
YecTBa JJII MeHSI — 3TO Y>KaCHO J[0JITO.

— Her, sryyiite He IpUXoAUTe: MHe OYJeT TH-
JKeJIO IIPOINAThCI C BAMHU.

OH coryacuicsa. 3TO OBLJIIO HAKOHEI] BO3MYTH-
TeJIbHO: B 9TOM IVIYIIOM YeJIoBeKe fiake He OBLIO
MY>KCKOI'O CaMOJI06H1s, UMeHHO — HacCTOATh Ha
CBOEM.

KaTeHbKa yexaJsa II0 ’KeJIe3HOM fopore. THX-
MeHEeB yexaJl JHEM PaHblIle U >KJaJI ee Ha OJHOMI
U3 IIPOMEKYTOYHBIX CTaHIIUM. KeKWH Ipubesxan
K BUIIMHBEIM B TOT ’Ke Bedep, «IIOBEPTeJICI» C
4eTBEPTH Yaca U yIIeJl.

— Kakoii-To 0H uygHOU. XpHCTOC C HUM, —
pemmna AHTOHHJa CTellaHOBHA, Kadas 03a60-
YeHHO I'0JI0BOH.

— He 3a6pli1a 11 OHa KaJIoIll? — CIIpallliBaJl



Kexun. — U ten B3sy1a? Hy, OTJIMYHO...

OH er111e 3aBepTHIBaJI pas IIATh ¥ CMOTPEJI BbI-
JKUaTeJbHO Ha AHTOHUY CTertaHOBHY. OHa I10-
HUMajla 3TOT HeMOM BOIIpoc: OegHATa >KAajl
IIHCbMa, HO IIMCbMa He O6b110. HacTodIuit neTyx,
y KOTOPOTO KypHIla 3abe)kasia B 4y>Kou 1Bop!..

PoBHO uepe3 aBe Helead B HasHAUYeHHBIA
cpok KekuH cobpaJsicd Ha BOK3aJl 3a 4ac [0 IIpH-
xXoza 1oesna. Ily6iiMKu 610 Majio, ¥ OH TO XO-
IWI II0 3aJie, TO 3alJIAAblBajl Ha 4yachkl. MaJjo Ju
4TO MO>KET OBITh: COMMET II0e3]] C PesIbC, CTpe-
JIOYHUK IIepellyTaeT CUTHaJl.... B [oBepleHue
HeCcyacThbs II0€3]] AeWCTBUTEJHLHO OIIO37aJ Ha
I[eJIBIX JIecsIThb MUHYT OJ1arofapsli CHe>KHOMY 3a-
HOCy. Belb BOT HU paHblIlle HU II03Ke SBUJICH
3TOT 3aHOC. HakoHer1, yackl IoKasajJu 7 4acoB U
11 MuHyT. Bganu, rae-To TOYHO IO, 3eMJIeH, pas-
IaJIcsa XPUILILIU CBUCTOK, IIOTOM JJIMHHAA 11ay3a,
M II0€e3]] C JISI3TOM U IIIHUIIeHbeM IIOJII0JI3 K ILIaT-
dopMe, TOUHO >JKeJjle3Has 3Mesd, COOMpasBIlas
CBOM KOJIBIIA.

KaTeHbKa Becesi0 BBHIIIOPXHYyJIa M3 BaroHa
BTOPOr0 KJjlacCa M HEMHOI0 CMYTHJIAcCh, KOI7Za
yBUZaJla ero CYacT/IMBO-BCTPEBOXKEHHOE JIUIIO.
3a Hel mokasaJyics THXMeHeB, KOTOPBIN cerdyac



JKe cIIpsTasicd, 3aBUeB KekuHa.

— HaxkoHe1r-to... — c4acT/JIuBO Iernrtan Ke-
KWUH, OTHUMAas y HeBeCThl KaKOU-TO KOKaHBIA
Melroyek. — Hy, 4To, KaK TBOS TeTKa?..

OH ellle B IIePBBIN pas CKasaj «TBOSI» U TOUHO
caM HucHoyrajacsa CoO6CTBeHHOM cMmesiocTU. Ho oHa
TakK ycTrajia C IOPOTH, YTO He 3aMeTua 3TOro
CMYIIleHWS U TOJIBbKO UyTh He CIIPOCHJIA: KaKas
TeTKa? JIUII0 y HeUW OBLI0 TaKoe YTOMJIEHHOE,
IBUKEHUS BSJIBIE.

— JTO TIPOMET...— YyCTaJI0 OTBEeTHJIA OHAa,
KOTia OH CIIPOCHJI O 30POBLe.

Uepes Hefero KaTeHbKa Obl1a yoxe m-me Ke-
KuHa. CBasibba OblIa CKPpOMHAas, TaK UTO TOKTOP
BunuH He ycIes fake paccKasaTh TeX ITUKaHT-
HBIX aHEeK[J0TOB W HaMeKOB, KaKue roBOpsATCd B
TaKUX CIydasx.

MoJtofple YCTPOMINCH HAa HOBOM KBapTHDe.
Kak cxasmocek cepaue y KaTeHbKH, KOrzla OHa B
IIepBBHIN pas3 IIepecTyIlija IIOPOI CBOEro HOBO-
ro ruesga. [IpeguyBCcTBHE YEro-TO0 TSDKEJIOTO U
HeXOpOIIlero IBUJIOChH Y HeM IIPU BUJEe ITOM IIy-
CTOM KBapTHUpPhl, KOTOPYI OHAa MAOJDKHA ObLIa
0kUBUTHL. HO OHa He IuTakasa, He ropesajia, a
TOYHO BCS 3acThlia. KeKHH 00'BbICHSAT TaKoe Co-



CTOsIHUE II0-CBOEMY U CTApaJiCa pasBjedb JKeHY.
O, Tellepb OH OTBEYAET 34 BCe — €CThb TOJILKO O/I-
HO HacTodIlee. Y Hero ecTb cBo¥ domus [2], ecTb
’KeHa, a 0CTaJIbHOe BCe IIYCTSIKU: II003peHNe 1a
He KOCHeTCd ’KeHEI I1e3aps, a B CBOEM JI0Me KaxX-
IbI 4YeJsIOBeK Ile3apb. JTHU JIACKU U BHUMAaHUe
cmyiianu K-TeHbKy 60Jibllle BCero, U OHa Kpac-
HeJla Ka)K[bIi1 pa3. Takas 3aCTeHUYUBOCTH IIPUBO-
Imna KekurHa B BOCTOPI: )KeHa Cpasy IIO[LaBa-
JIach eMy U BXO/JMJIa B KPYT ero BIUSHUS.

— He xoyemb i THI 4ero-HUOyab, Katsa? —
IIOBTOPSUI OH Ka’KAbIX JleHb, BO3BPAILlasiCh C YPO-
KOB B TUMHAa3UH.

— HeT, MHe HHUYero He HY>KHO... — OTBevasa
OHA C KaKOM-TO TOPOILIUBOCTHIO.

JTO ero oropyasno, ¥ OH HaIlpaCHO CTapaJics
yragaThb ee BKYChI U MaJIeHbKUe JKeJIaHUsl.

Korza B r1epBBIX pas ABUIachk K KeKUHBIM AH-
ToHHJa CTellaHOBHA, OHa Clesiajia CTPOIYIO pe-
BU3UI0 BCEMY XO3IMCTBY U BBICHIIIAJIA IIeJIBIHI
pan coBeTOB. KeKWH GBI B BOCTOPre U CO BCeM
corJIalacsy.

— YTo0 ’Ke ThI BCe MOJIYUIIIL? — CIIPOCHJIA AH-
ToHKa CTeIllaHOBHA MOJIOLVIO XO34UKY U IIO-
CMOTpeJia Ha Hee CTPOTUM U IIPOHUIIATEIHLHBIM



B3IJISIIOM — ee JI0dlllee MaTEePUHCKOE Cepplle
II0/ICKAa3aJIo e, UTo 3[[eCh UTO-TO HEeJIaJHO.

Korma KekuH yXoauiI Ha CIy»K0y, HacCTyIlaJIx
TaKre TOMHTEJbLHO JIoJITHe 4Yachbl. KaTeHbKa XO-
IWIa 10 KOMHaTaM, IIpo6oBajia YUTaTh, HO HU-
4ero y Hel He KJIEeWJIOCh. ITHU CTEHBI ObLIU JJIS
Hee Uy)KHe, Ia U caMa OHa YyBCTBOBaJsIa ce6s Uy-
JKOH, TeHBI, IIPU3PaKOM TOH >KEHIIUHEI, KOTO-
pas 1o IpaBy 3aHssa OBl 3/1eCh cBoe MecTo. OHa
IIPOCTO 60sJ1ach OCTaBATBhCI OJHA, HO BMECTE C
TeM HHUKYJa He >KeJjlajla HU BBIXOJIUTDH, HU BbIE3-
’KaTh. TUXMeHeB MOChLIA K HeM HeCKOJILKO 3a-
IIMCOK, Ha3HavaJsl CBU/IaHbs, HO OTBeTa He II0JIY-
4yaJ. KaTeHbKa TOYHO B BOZY KaHYyJIa.

OmHa)K1pl, Korjma KeKuH BepHyJICd M3 CBOEH
ruMHasuy, KaTeHbKa BCTpeTHUIA eT0 B IlepeiHer
U Opocuiiach K HEMY Ha I11et0. OHa C HeTepIleHU-
eM JKJiaJla ero Ijejioe YTPO U Tellepb, KpacHes U
cOMBaAsICh, 0OBACHUIIA, YTO, MOKET OBITh, CKOPO
OH OyzeT oTIIOM. KeKUH [a’ke YPOHUJI OUKH OT
pazocTu.

— ?.. OTom?.. — 60pMOTa OH, 06BOJS TJIa-
3aMHM KOMHaTy. — /la 1 cefiyac cyacTJ/IMBee JIecs-
TU MapKoB ABpeJIHEB...

ITH OKUJAHUS OIIPaBaAIUCE. OIIATE IBUJIACh



AHTOHHAa CTemaHOBHA CO CBOMMHM COBETaMH, HO
OTHecJIaCh K 3TOM CeMeMHOM PaJloCTH KaK-TO XO-
JIOHO W BCe IIOJ03PUTEJILHO IIOIVIAABIBAJIA Ha
KaTeHEBKY.

— UTo Xe, a1t bor, — mmoBTOpssia oHA. — /Jle-
JIO JKUTEMCKOe...

B ciepyroinuii pas oHa sIBUJIaCh B COIIPOBOXK-
IeHUU CBOEM 3HAKOMOM aKyIlepkKu MapeMbsHEI
IleTpoBHEL, KOTOpas IIOXOAMJIAa HAa MOHAXWHIO.
JKeHIMHEI IIPUHSIN caMoe [esdTeJIbHOe yUacTHe
B IIOJIOKeHHUM KaTeHbKH U [O0JITO IIeIITaluch
MeXKIy C0001, MHOTO3HAUUTEJILHO IIepersiibl-
BaJIUCh ¥ Ka4daJId rojioBaMu. KeKUH 0T pafocTu
paciiesioBasl BMeCTO AHTOHUZALI CTellaHOBHEI
aKyIlIepKy, KoTopas Jake OTILIFOHYJIacCk.

KaTeHbKe OBLIM IIPOIIMCAaHBI IIPOTYJIKH. OHa
IpoTecToBasia, H0O MapeMbsiHa IleTpoBHa Oblia
HeyMOJIMMa: HY>KHO — 3Ha4YHUT U TOBOPHUTH HE O
yeM.

— Heuero npuBepegHUYaTh, — FOBOPHJIA AH-
ToHMAa CTerraHoBHA. — Iloka My’k B TMIMHa3HY,
THI U TYJISAN.

UYero KaTeHnbka 6o0si1ach, TO U CIIy4uyiock. Ha
OJHOM M3 TaKUX YTPEHHUX IIPOTYJIOK OHA BCTpe-
THUIachk ¢ TuxmMeHeBEIM. OH CHayasIa U3JaId pac-



KJIQHSJICA, a TIOTOM IIOIIesI 3a Heli. OHa CibIInasaa
ero IMpUOJIMyKaBIIHECS 11arkd U 0CTAaHOBUJIACh.

— Yto BaM ellfe HY>KHO OT MeHs? — CIIPpOCUIa
OHa, TsDKeJIO IIepeBOs IyX.

— KareHbKa, 1a 4TO C BaMU?

OHa c yauBJIeHHEM II0CMOTpesa Ha Hero IIIHU-
POKO PAaCKpPBITHIMM, HCIIyTAHHBIMU IJIasaMU U
cliesiajia I1ar BIIepef.

— KareHbKa...

— He cMmeliTe MeHs TaK Ha3bIBaThb! — OCTaHO-
BHJIa OHA €ero.

— /Jla mepecTaHb, II0’KaJIyicTa, BCe 3TO IJIY-
Ible CEHTUMEHTaJIbHOCTU. Hy’)KHO CMOTpeTh Ha
BeIllU IIPSIMO.

— TocaymaiTe, Apkaauii BopUckId... — 3aro-
BOpHJIa OHA, TSDKEJIO IIepeBod AyX. — 3HaeTe JIX
BEL, UYTO OH, 3TOT CMeIlTHOM BiaguMmup EBreHpuy,
JIy4llle Hac 060UX B ThICIUY pas?

— 3TO U HeTpyAHO, KaTeprHa BacuibeBHa...

— /la, Jiy4ille, — IIOBTOpsIa OHA, He CJIyllas
ero. — OH JeMCTBUTEJIBHO JIIOOHUT MEeHS, OH TaK
Io6p, a 4... 1 JOoJ/DKHA ellle pa3 00MaHyTh ero: OH
OyZeT OTIIOM 4y>KOro pebeHKa... IIpolaiiTe Ha-
BCerja... HaBCeraa...

TuxMeHeB OCTaJICA OGUH Ha TPOTyape U J0JI-



ro IIpOBOJKAJI IVIa3aMHK YXOLUBILYIO OT Hero Ka-
TeHbKY. «Bce 3T 6abbl IOXOJAT OJHA Ha [ApY-
I'yI0, — ZiyMaJl OH B oropueHuu. — Hy, ¢ uero oHa
TakK pasMsgKia?..»



Vi

CTOHJIa IJIy6oKast OCeHb. 3eMJIsd IIpoMep3sia U
3BeHeJsIa 1107l KoJIeCaMH IKHIIa’Kel, KaK CTeK-
Jio. HaunHaJI BHIIAZATh CHET, HO Ceryac ke Ta-
sUJI, IIpeBpalasch B TOHKHUHM CJIOH JIbJa. [lerrexo-
Ibl I1a/1aJI, JIOIIA N CIIOTBIKA/INCh, U ABHKEHHE
Jake II0 IJIaBHOM YJIMIlE 3aMEeTHO YMEHBIIIH-
JIOCh. Boob6111e Bech ropofi TOYHO CIIPATAJICA. ITO
Obl1a IIOpa CeMeMHBIX pafoCTed U MaJleHbKUX
JOMAIIHUX Y/OBOJBLCTBHUH. HHUKOro He TSIHYJIO
BOH M3 [IOMa, KaK JIETOM, U JIIOOU CIPYIHJIHCH,
KakK cOUBIIasCci Ha 3MMHHUX CTaHOBHIIAX Ilepe-
JIeTHas ITHUIA.

Korza 1o yJsmIe KaTHJICA 3KHUIIaXK, 0COOEHHO
Houblo, KaTeHBKa ¢ 00JIe3HEHHBIM HaIlpsHKeHHU-
eM IIPUCIYIIUBAIach K IIPUOIMIKaBIIUMCI U HC-
4e3aBIIUM 3BYKaM. BOT 3TO CTyYHT KO0JIECO, a 3TO
JII3T KOIILIT 10 00JefeHEeBIIEN MOCTOBOM.
CTpaHHO, YTO Tellepb BCe 3BYKH, KaK B II€HTpE,
COCPEe0TOYMBAJIMCE Y HEH B yXe, a II0TOM OT/[a-
BaJIUCh BHYTpeHHeU 6o0Jiblo. PaHbIlle KaTeHbKa
He 4YyBCTBOBAaJIa, YTO OHA CJIYIIAeT W YTO Y HeH
eCTh YIIH, — IIPOIlecC CIYXOBBIX BIleYaTJIeHHH
COBepIlajicd IIOMHMO CO3HAHHSA, KOTOpPOe II0JIb-



30BaJIOCh TOJIBKO TOTOBBIMH MaTepuajaMu. To
JKe OBIIO M C IVIasaMHU: Toraa KaTeHbKa TOJIBKO
BHJIeJIa TO MM [pyroe, a Telephb YyBCTBOBAJIA,
4TO OHa CMOTPHUT. Boo6Ille HepBHAas UYTKOCThb
pasBHBaJlack B HeM Bce CH/IbHeH. KaTeHbKa [a-
JKe YIAUBJIAIACh, UTO JPyrHe MOIYT TaK CIIOKOM-
HO XOJUTBH MU BOOOIe IBUTraThbCA, KOIZAa OHa
NOJ/DKHA JIesKaTh COBEPIIEeHHO HEeMOABIDKHO, U
bosiyIach IIeBeJIbHYTHCS, — Pas/aBJIeHHBIN YeJIo-
BeK, BEPOATHO, UCILITEIBAET TO >Ke. Becgkoe II0-
CTOPOHHEe [BIDKEHUe ee pas/iparkajio, 0C06eHHO
KoIfla II0 KOMHaTe MHMO ee KPOBaTH CBOMMHU
HeCJBIIHBIMY IIIaTaMH ABHUTajach MapeMbsHa
IlerpoBHa. KaTeHbKa 3aKphIBaJla [Ja’ke TIJIa3a,
4TOOBI He BUJIETH €e.

— He HY)XHO IIIeBeJIUTHLCS, MUJIasA, — IIOBTO-
psia aKylllepkKa IO ThIcS4ye pa3 Ha JeHb. — Ilo-
TepIuTe, TOJyOyIlIKa, ellje IATh JHeH. MHOTIo
TepIIeJ M — HEMHO>KKO 0CTaeTCsl JOTepIIeTh.

Heyxenn KaTeHbKa OHIATH OyAeT XOIUTH,
OBUTaThCd, Ja’ke TaHIleBaTh? 3JTa MBICIL ee
yauBisaa. Ilo3agu ocTaBaJIoOCh YTO-TO TaKoe
CTpalllHoe, 6eCCMBICIIEHHOE, )KeCTOKOe U BOOOIIle
y>KacHoe, 4YTO OHa CTapasjachk O HeM He AyMaTh.
IlepBrle MyKH MaTEepPHUHCTBA Ha BpeMsd YHUUTO-



JKHJIM HaYMHAaBIIIUICI B Hell BHYTPEHHUH I1epe-
JIoM. OHa fla>ke He 60syIaCh YMepeTh, TOJIBKO OBbI
BCe 3TO CIyYHJIOCH CKopee. Te pamocTu MaTepH,
KOI/Ia OHAa CJIBIIIHUT IIEPBBIA KPHUK IIEPBOTO pe-
6eHKa, /11 Hee 0CTaJIMCh HEeUCIILITAHHBIMU.

OHa fa’ke He IIOJIIOOOIBITCTBOBAJIA Y3HATH,
KTO pojujIicd — MaJbYHK HJIH JeBouka. He Bce
JIA paBHO? JTO paBHOAYIINE OYeHb 6eCIIOKOUJIO
MapeMmbaHy IleTpoBHY, M CTapyllKa CMeEIIHO
IIOJHHMaJIa OLHY 6pOBb. AHTOHM/A CTellaHOBHA
3axojuiia IpoBeflaTh O0JIBHYI0 Ka>K[bIM eHb U
TAaHHCTBEHHO IIeITalach C aKyIIepKOIo.

— KoHeuHO, MaJIbUHUK OBl JIydllle... — II0BTO-
psja TPyCTHO akyllepka.— Hy, a HUYero, /eB-
YOHKa TaKas CcJIaBHasl, KaK OTypPUYHK.

Pozpl OBLIM TPYy[AHBIE, U JOKTOP YAUBIIAJICA
TepIleHUuI0 00JIbHOM, He IIPOPOHUBIIEN HU Of-
HOM >Kas00bl. Korga e IoKasaad POJHUBIIIYIO-
cd eBOUKy, KaTeHbKa B3IVIIHyJIa Ha pebGeHKa
MeJILKOM U Jla’Ke He IIOIle/I0BaJIa, a 3HAaKOM pY-
KH IIOIIPOCHJIa YHECTH ero: OHa y3Haja B HeM TO-
ro, 0 KOM 6osiytack AyMaTh. ITO OBLJIO CTPAIIHOE
HakKasaHHe, KOTOpOe OCTaHeTCd Ha IIeJIyIo
JKH3HDb U IepesKHUBeT ee. TOJILKO MaTh MOIJIA II0-
YyBCTBOBATH TO, UTO UYBCTBOBAJIAa OHA, Yrajbl-



Basg 4yThbeM II0 GopMe j16a U paspesy Ij1a3 HaCTO-
AIero oria pebenka. IllymHas pajgocTs Bitagu-
MHpa EBreHpuva IIPUBOJHUIIA €€ B OTUagHHUE, XO-
TS OH, II0 3TOM3MY BCeX MOJIOABIX MY>KeH, pazio-
BaJICd He 3a pebeHKa, a 3a MaTb — BeJb OH TakK
JIFOOUII ee, a OHA MOIJIa YMePeTh.

A OH Tak pafioBaJIcd U IIOCTOSIHHO 6erajna B
NeTCKyI0, BBI3bIBasg  IIOKPOBUTE/JIHLCTBEHHYIO
yabI6Ky MapeMbsHbI [IeTpoBHEL. Korza oH B 11ep-
BBIM pa3s 3axoTeJl B3dTb pebeHKa Ha PYKH, aKy-
LIIepKa IIpeAypeamIa ero:

— IloskasyricTa, OCTOpPO’KHee, a TO HEKOTO-
pble OTIIBI OepyT JeTel 3a OJIOBY...

Jla, OH OBLI OTeI] U IIepe)KHUBaJl LieJIbIH PAL
ellle He MCIBLITAHHBIX OIIYII[eHUM, HAYMHAs C Ka-
KOI'0-TO BUHOBATOI'0 UYBCTBa IIepe/ >KeHOoM. Bean
OHA OJHAa CBOMMH MYKAaMH BBICTpaZiaja ero pa-
I0CTh, U OH I10JIb30BaJICA KaK ObI KpaJeHbIM CYa-
cTbeM. IIo HOUaM OH YacTO IIPHUXOAUI B CIIAJIb-
HIO, UTOOBI Y3HATBh, CIIMT JIK KeHa U He HY)KHO
Ju ey dero. O, 0Ha HUKOIAa HUUEero He IIPOCUJIA
y HEro ¥ ocTaBaslach TaKOM ke U Telleph. 3a Bpe-
M 00JIe3HU OHA OYeHb M3MEeHMJIACh, U OH 3aMe-
THJI, YTO OHA paja, Korjga OH 3aXOAUT K HeH B
KOMHaTy. OHa BCTpedasia ¥ IIPOBOXKAJIa €ro IJIa-



3aMy, yJIbI0AsACh ITle4aJIbHOM YIBIOKOM.

— Bce uzeT 0TJIMYHO, — YCIIOKauBaJs JOKTOP,
Korga KexkuH mprcraBajs K HEMY C TeMU IJIYIIBI-
MU BOIIpOCaMH, KaKHUe POISATCS B TOJIOBE BCTpe-
BOXKEHHBIX JIIOJIe U Y)KacHO CepJAT JOKTO-
poB. — BEI, KakeTcs, BoobparkaeTe, UTO Ha BCEM
3eMHOM Il1ape BBl eJUHCTBEHHBIN oTell? /lake B
00JIe3HSX JIFOIU IIOBTOPSIFOTCS, KaK BO BCEM [IPY-
TOM.

— 41 6osibire He 6yAy, JOKTOP... — II0-IIIKOJIb-
HHUYeCKHU OIlpaB/bIBaicsad KeKuH.

A 6ostbHas Bce Jiexkasia u gymasia. Ctapoe BO3-
BpAalllajIoCh K HeM C HOBOM CH/IOM. OHa YyBCTBO-
BaJla, YTO C HeH UTO-TO [jesIaeTCs, Yero He 3aMe-
YalT Jpyrue U 4yero He IIPOBEPUTh HUKaKUMU
TepMoMeTpaMU. HMHOIJa Ha4YMHAJIOCh TOJIOBO-
Kpy’KeHUe, SIBJIIaCh OCTpasi 60Jib B CIIMHE, a B
IJ1a3axX IIpeMeThl PacIIbIBAJIUCh B IIATHA. Of-
Ha)K[pl, KOTZla OHa IIPOCHyJach yTpoM, Mape-
MbsiHa IleTpoBHa IIOCMOTpesia el B JIUI0 U
BCTPEBOKUJIACH.

— V Bac, rosayOyiika, Ijasa HeXOPOIIH, —
IIpolIeriTaia OHa, IIogJHUMas y>Ke 06e 6pOBH.

— IlycTsIKHM, 3TO BaM TaK KaKeTCs, — OIIPaB-
IBIBajIach 60JIbHASL.



Ho 3TH niycTaKM 0Kasajluch cephesHee, UeM B
IepBHIM pas IMpeAllooKuUIa Ccrapas aKyllepka.
V KaTeHbKHU OTKphIBaJIaCh POAUIbHAs TOpsSYKa.
IKCTPEHHO IIPUIJIAIIIEHHBINA TOKTOP TOJIBKO IIO-
KayvaJi T0JIOBOH.

— Yro, foKTOp? — cropamusBal KekuH, 10Ku-
TaBIIIUUCS B IIepeHe.

— Xopollero HU4ero Hert...

KexuHy 1okasajsioch, UTO OH OCJIBIIIAJICA, U
OH IIOCMOTpeJI Ha TOKTOpa OCTAaHOBUBIINMUCH
TJIyIBIMU TJIa3aMU.

— Hy>XHO TepIlleHHe HU... U TBepPAOCThb, — IIO-
COBETOBaJI  JOKTOpP, HajgeBass  KaJIOIIM. —
JK13HBL — 110Xad MIyTKa.

KekuH B ykace IIOYyBCTBOBaJI cebs1 HECUacCT-
Hee fecaTyd MapkoB ABpesveB... B ogHo Poccuu
POZSATCA MUJIJIMOHBI leTeli, U HeyXeJIHu OHa, Ka-
TeHbKa, J0/DKHA yMmepeTh? HeT, 3TO riyIo, 6ec-
CMBICJIEHHO U IUKO. ET0 Tak ¥ TAHYJIO B3TJIIHYTh
Ha OOJIbHYI0, HO OH OOSJICI UATU B CIAJBLHIO,
4TOOBI He BBIIATh Cebs IevaJbHbIM BhIpa>KeHU-
eM JIMIIa, B3[J0X0M, BOOOIIle ABMKeHHeM. OH UyB-
CTBOBaJI cebs1 BUHOBAThIM, KaK IIPOBAJJIMBIITUHCS
U3 IJIaBHOTO IIpeMeTa Ha 9K3aMeHe IITKOJIbHUK.

— BoT 0HO, CIIOKOMCTBHE-TO, M OOBSICHHU-



JIOCh, — LIIYIITyKaJja aKyIllepKa.

KaTeHpKka cama II03Bajsia My’Xa B CIIQJILHIO.
Korma oH Bollles, OHa JieXkasla BCSI KpacHas OT
OXBAaTUBIIIETO ee Kapa, a II0TOM HaydaJICs I1apOoK-
CHM3M JIMXOPagKH, TaK YTO OH CJBIIIAJ, KaK CTY-
4JaJiv y Hel 3y6nl. Boyke MOM, a JaBHO JIM OHU CH-
eI BIBOEeM Ha JWBaHe TaM, B TOCTUHOM y BU-
IIUHBIX, & OHAa TaK MWJIO KpacHeJa, Caylias ero!
CuacTbe pasBajaMBajIOCh Ha ero Ijaasax, a 0H Mor
TOJIBKO CMOTPETh U CTPaZaTh, MOJ4a U IJIy60KO
CTpajiaTh.

— Ilopmonimu 6JirKe... — IlellTajla oHa. — Ha-
KJIOHUCE.

OHa B3s1a ero 3a TOJIOBY U JIOJITO CMOTpeJia
eMy B IJIa3a, — HeyKeJd 3T0 TOT KeKHuH, KaKoro
OHa 3HaJIa paHble? OH ee TaK JIOOWII...

— TBl LOOPBIH... XOPOIIWM, — IIPOAOJDKaIa
oHa. — Criacu60 3a Bce...

— Katd, Tl TOUHO... TOYHO IIPOII[aenibes... 3a-
yeM?..

V Hell JIUII0 BAPYT CHesajioch Cepbe3HBIM, U
SIBUJIOCH TO OeTCKOe BhIpa’keHHe, KOTOpoe TakK
Jr06m1 KekuH.

— 51 He 6010CH CMEPTH... Tl MHE CKa)KH, BoJro-
Iisl, KOTZa IIOMIeT IIepPBLIMA CHeT.



— JIJ11 4ero aTo Tebe?

— O, Hy’>KHO... 04eHb HY>KHO...

KekuH BbIO€’KaJl ¥ JOJITO PBIZAJ B CBOEM Ka-
6rHeTe. ITO OBLJIM Te OecCHJIbLHBIE >KaJIKHe CJIe-
3bI, KAKMMU IJIaYyT TOJTBKO MY>KUYHUHBI.

A 6osibHag BceX CIIpalllvBaJia, KOrja IIONJeT
IEePBBIM CHET, U ’K[lajla 9TOr0 MOMEHTa C JILXOpa-
IOYHBIM HeTeplieHHeM. [[ake B 6pefly, KOT[ja OHa
MeTaJjIach Ha CBOell KpOBAaTH, MBICIIb O CHere He
IIOKH/IaIa ee... HakoHely, B OJHO YTPO II0Ka3ascs
cHer — MapeMbsHa [leTpoBHa [a’ke paciaxHyJia
3aHaBeCcKH, 4YTOOBbI II0Ka3aTh OOJIbHOM, KaK B
BO3/lyXe KPYKWIHUCH ITYIINCThle CHeXKUHKU. Ka-
TeHbKa BJAPYT YCIIOKOWJIaCh M 3aTHUXJa — el B
IEepPBBIA pas CIesajoch JIETKO, TOYHO OHa COPO-
CuiIa ¢ ce6s1 TaBUBIIYIO ee TSDKeCTh. B OKHO BPBI-
BaJics 6eJIbIM CBET.

— Ilo3oBUTE My>Ka... — IIpocuiia 60JIbHas.

OH mpuiies, cTapasich He BhIAATH AYIITUBIINX
ero cje3. Ha sToT pa3 60JsibHas He IIPOCHJIA €ro
CagUThCA OJIMDKe, a HeCKOJIBKO BpeMeHU MOJI4a-
Jia, TOYHO cobHupasich ¢ crutaMu. O6Bes1 KOMHATy
IJasaMy, OHa cfeJsiajia MapeMbsiHe IleTpoBHe
3HAaK, YTOOLI Ta BBHIIILIA 13 KOMHATEL

— Teb6e syuiite, Mos foporas?..



— /Jla... gyure!

B HeM BCIBIXHYJIa Ha MTHOBeHHe Oe3yMHas
HaJle)kKZja Ha BO3MOJKHOCTB 6JIarOIIOJIyYHOIO HC-
Xozia: HeJlapoM >Ke OHa TaK ’KJaJjia IIepBOro CHe-
ra! OH KaKgas 4yzAa, II0OTOMY YTO YM OTKa3Hhl-
BaJICAd IIOHUMATh.

— Bilagumup EBreHbuu...

— 51, Mod Xopo1ag, 371eCh... Tebe TPYLHO I'OBO-
PUTE...

Ho oHa ¢ HeIOHATHOM [JI1 Hero sHeprueu o6-
JIOKOTHJIaCh Ha IIOAYIIKY W 3aroBOpHJIa — Kak
ero Ayia j>Kakiaja 4yza, Tak ee Jyllla HCKaja
HUCIIOBE/Y, IIPOIIeHMs, ITOKO0s. IIpeskHee CIIOKOM-
CTBHE CMEHUJIOCH CTPAIITHOM TOCKOM.

— Kaxk g )XKuTh X0uy... — IIIemnrajaa oHa. — Ho
BCe pPaBHO: s1 CKOPO YUy OT TeOsI COBCEM... 1 MHe
He X0TeJIOCh OBl OCTaBUTH Teb4...

bpocuB BCsAKHe IIPeJUCIOBUA, OHA BAPYT BHI-
CKasajia eMy BCe TO, YTO ee JaBUJIO KaMHeM. /la,
HY>KHO CKOpee, cefuac BCe CKa3aTh, IIOTOMY UTO
BpeMs He >KIeT U Kakaass MUHyTa goporal.. Begb
OHa ObliIa TaKas AypHasd, TakK JIOBKO 0OMaHbIBasa
ero 10 IIOCJAeJHel MHUHYTHI, HO He X0YeT YHO-
CUTH C CO00M o6MmaHa B Moruiny! KeKuH 0TOpO-
IIeJI, TOYHO ero BeJIM Ha Ka3Hb, — TaKOe BBIpa-



JKeHHe ObIBaeT TOJIbKO Yy IIPUTOBOPEHHBIX K
CMEepPTH IIPeCTYIIHUKOB. A OHa BCe TOBOPHIIA,
OPUIIOMHHAS MaJleHIue MOAPOOHOCTH CBOeH
«KOMOMHAITHUH».

— Temeps Bce, — 3aKOHYMWJIA OHa, I1ajgas Ha
OAYIIKH. — SI He cKa3asia 661 BAM HUYETO, eCJIN
Obl... ecii OBl He IMOJIIOOMJIA Bac B HOCJIeTHEE
BpeMsd... /laliTe MHe YHeCTH 3TO XOpOIllee YyB-
CTBO C COOO...

Korzma MapembsiHa IleTpoBHaA BOIILIA B CIIAJIb-
Hi0o, KeKHH cHfies Bce Ha TOM Ke CTyJie B Ka-
KOM-TO CTOJIOHSIKE.

Uepes ATk gHe KaTeHbKY II0XOPOHUIN, HO
OH IIpHUILe]I B cebs TOJILKO Uepe3 MecsI] U, BCTpe-
TUB MapeMbsiHy IleTpoBHY Ha yJjulle, IIPOTOBO-
pUL:

— Beppb 9T0 OBLI Opef... 1a, yKacHbIM 6pen!
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1

3eCh: HUCIIpaBJIeHHBLIN TEKCT, IIepeBOA U T. [I.
(s1aT.).

[/\/\/\]



oM (JI1aT.).
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