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I

ABepkuil cier, pasroBeBIINChH Ha IleTpoB
JleHb.

Mosiogple pabOTHUKHA YMBLIUCH C MBLIOM,
IIpUYecaJInuchb, HaJleJId CallOrH, HOBBIE CUTILIEBEIE
py6axu. ABepKuii, YyBCTBYS CJI1a00CTh, PAaBHOLY-
LIIMe, He CXOAWJI IIepes; IIPpasfHUKOB KO ABOpPY, He
CMeHHJI pybaxy; 4To [0 OCTaJbHOIO Hapsaja, TO
OBLJI OH Y Hero Of¥H - U B OYZAHU U B IIpasfHUK.
Mousozible pabOTHHUKHK €M He B Mepy MHOIO U
BeChb 00e]] X0X0TaJIl, TOBOPUIN TaKOe, UYTO CTPS-
IIyXa C IPUTBOPHBEIM HEroJl0BaHHUEM OTBOPAYM-
BaJIach, a IIOPOI0 Jla’ke OTXOZMJIA OT CTOJIA, OPO-
CHUB MOKPYVIO JIOKKY. ABEpPKHH eJI MoJI4a.

OH OBLI y>XKe B TOH IIOpe, KOIZa XOpOIIHe,
CMUPHBIe MY)KHMKH, MHOIO IIOpabOTaBILIHE, - a
OH-TaKM IIopaboTaj, B OJHHUX 6OaTpakax >KHJI
TPUALATEIA TOA! - HAUYMHAIOT IUIOXO C/YLIaTh,
MaJIo TOBOPHUTDH U CO BCEM, UTO UM HH CKa’Kelllb,
coryiamarhbcs, AyMaTh ke UTO-TO MHoe, cBoe. OH
OBLI B TeX MY>KHMIIKHX I0/laX, KOTOPBHIX He OIIpe-
Iequib cpasy. OH OBLI BBICOK M HECKJIaJeH:
O4eHb Xy7, JIMHHOPYK, B KOCTH BOOOIIe IIHPOK,



HO B IUIeYaX, Ha BUJ] HECUIbHBIX, OIYIeHHBIX,
y30K. 11 C 3TO# 10JIeBOM HECKJIaJHOCTBIO, C JIall-
TIMHU U IIOJIYITyOKOM, HUKOIZA He CXOAUBIIUM
C IUIeY, CTPaHHO CcoYeTaJoCh O6saroobpasue:
HeO6O0JIbIIas, JBICEIOIIasi CO Jiba, B IJIMHHLIX, JIET-
KHX B0JIOCAX T0JI0OBa, U3MOXKAEHHOE JIUII0 C TOH-
KHUM, CyXUM HOCOM, >KHUJIKO-TOJIyOble Ij1asa U ys-
Kas ceferoas 60pojia, He CKpBIBAKOIasd CyXou
YeJIFOCTHU.

Bce, Hag, yeM cMessIUCh 3a 06e7j0M, Ka3aloCh
eMy HeHY)XHBIM, HeCMeIlIHbIM. Ho HelpHuAsHU
Ha ero Jivile He ObLI0. EJT OH HeCIIeIHo, Kiagsd
JIOKKY, C IeTCTBa IIPUBLIKHYB COBEPIIATH Tpalle-
3y, KaKk MOJIUTBY, U060 3Ta Tpale3a BCI >KU3Hb
Obla [JI1 HEro BeHIIOM TPYAOBOTO IHS, Cpenu
BeUHBIX OIlaCeHUU 3a OyAyIuil eHb, XOTS BCHO
’KU3Hb ¥ TOBOPUWJI OH IIPUBBIYHOE:

- Bor acT eHb, 60T JacT IUILY...

MeICIA ero TyYMaHWUIUCh. KOCT/IIBBIEe BEICTY-
MBI CKYJI, OOTAHYThle TOHKOM CEPOM KOXKel, Po-
30BeJsid. /lymna He IIpUHHUMasia uinyd. Ho oH el
IIPUCTAJIBHO: ¥ IIOTOMY, UTO Y>K Tak II0JIaraeTcs
B IIpasfHUK, ¥ IIOTOMY, YTO e/la MOIJIa, KaK Y-
MaJ OH, IIOMOYb eMy, U II0TOMY, HaKOHell, UTO
’KaJIKo OBLIIO He ecTh: BOT OH 3ab0Jies1, C MecCTa,



IOJDKHO, COMJIEeT, loMa >Ke He TOJBKO CJIagKHX
XapueH, a, MOXKeT, U xyieba He Oy/IeT.

[logasin Ha AepeBIHHOM Kpyre KPYTO IIOCO-
JIEHHYI0 >KHUPHYI0 6GapaHUHY. ABEpPKUU BCIIOM-
HWI, KaK CJIYKIJI OH KOIZIAa-TO 3UMY B TOPO/IE.
[TogymMaB, OH OCTOPO’KHO B3I KYCOK CBOHMMH
TOHKHUMH ITaJIbIITaMU U 6JIeTHO YCMEeXHYJICS.

- JIto6JI10 TOPUUITY, a T7e sI ee MOTY B3ATh? -
CKa3aJl OH 3aCTEHUYMBO, He IJIS/s HU Ha KOTO.

OT 6apaHHHBI CTAJI0 HEXOPOIIIO; HO OH JOCH-
IeJI-TaKH 710 KOoHIla cTosa. Korja »ke pab0THUKH,
noxse6aB /10 TIOC/IeTHEN KaIlJIM OTPOMHYI0 Yalll-
Ky roJiyboro MoJIoOKa ¥ CaMOZ0BOJIBHO HKasl, CTa-
JI1 IOJHUMATBHCI U 3aKypHUBaTbh, CMeEIIMBAas 3a-
ImaxX MaxXxOpKH C 3allaXOM e/Ibl U CBE)KUX CUTHH-
KOB, ABepKHU 0CTOPO’KHO HaJlesI CBOI0 GOJIBIITYIO
IIAIIKY, - B IEHBKOBOM [IHE ee BceTr[a ObLIa UT0JI-
Ka, 00MOTaHHasi HUTKOH, - ¥ BBIIIIEJI Ha IIOPOT Ce-
Hell, TIOCTOSI CpPelr TOJIOAHBIX CO6aK, >KaJHO
CMOTpPEBIIIUX €My B IJIa3a, TOYHO 3HABIIHX, UTO
ero TolrHUT. Iloroga mopTuiaack. CTalo cyMpady-
HO, IOX0’Ke Ha OyIHUYHOe IIpefiBeUepHee Bpe-
M1, MeJIKUM JI0KIb CTPEKOTaJI II0 Tas3eTe, BaJIsiB-
Iedicsl y KpbLIbIla 6apCcKOTO [0Ma; WH/IONIKHY,
OIIyCTHUB MOKPBIE€ XBOCTHI, YCA’KUBAJIUCh HA Pas-



BaJIUBIILIENCSA Orpajie, a LBIILIATA, KOTOPBIX Cep-
OUTO KJIeBaJlU OHH, JIe3JH, IIPATAJIUCh II0J UX
KpbLIbg... CilafiKye Xxapuu! ABepKUM 3HaJI UM Iie-
Hy. IloceHsg IIpeicMepTHAs TAr0Ta HacTynasa
IJI HETOo, a BCe jKe KPeIlKO He X0TeJIOCh eMy Te-
PATh UX, KOorja OpeJs OH 3a U30y.

II

BopoTuiics oH 6J1e{HBIN, C IpOrKalIUMU HOTa-
MU, U IIOIIPOCUJICA Y CTPAIIYXHY Ha IIeUKY.

OHa paBHOAYIIIHO CIIPOCUJIA:

- A1 3axBOpas?

- Cy>Xui1 TpUALIATh JIeT, - B TOH el OTBEeTHJI
ABepKul, Bjle3asg Ha Haphl, CTaBs JIAllOTh B IIe-
UypKy W IIOJHUMAasCh B TeCHOe >XapKoe IIpO-
CTPaHCTBO MeKAY IIeUbl0 U II0TOJIKOM, - CIYKHUJI
TPUALATE JIET C YHUCTHIM JIMIIOM, a Tellephb IIla-
6am, ocsab... bioXy He IIOJKY, IIOIIYTHUJ OH. -
H3HoCHIICS, 3a/bIXaThCA CTaJl, - ellle TBepKe U
Ila’ke C yA0OBOJIBCTBHUEM CKasaJl OH, JIOXKaCh.

U KaK TOJIBKO JIeT, II0JIy4llle IPUCTPOUB T'0JIO-
BY B IIIaIIKe Ha KaKyo0-TO CJIOMaHHYIO ILIETYIIIKY,
TOTYaC CTaJI 38ipeMbIBaTh U CJBINIAThL CBOE IJIY-
60Koe, 0HHOO6Pa3HO IIpephIBarollleecs JbIXaHuUe,
OILYIIATh €ero >Kap B rybax. OH y»Ke TBepHO pe-
IIIWJI, YTO 3aXBopaJs 6e3 0TJIEKY, YTO OH - "00poyu-



HBIM KoueT". OH JaBHO IlepeMorasicsd. bosbHBIe
cobakKHd yXodT CO ABOpa, HIIYT II0 Me)KaM, II0
JIeCHBIM OIIYIIIKaM KaKyI-TO TOHKYIO, JIUIIL UM
BeJIOMYI0 TpaBy, U eldT ee - TAKOM HIIyT cebe
noMoInu. OTHandgdachk 0T IBOPHU, ABEepKHUI TOXKe
UCKaJI - TAaUKOM IIOKYIIaj TO BOJIKHU, TO COMBI... Te-
Iephb IlepeMoraThcsa y>Ke He cTasio cul. Ho Bce-
TaK¥ HaJo ObLIO IMOAyMaTh: KaK OBITH C MECTOM,
CXO[UTH WJIN HeT? ECJIM CKOPO yMpellb, IyMaTh
TyT, KOHEYHO, Heyero. Hy, a ecjix He CKOpoO?

PaboTHUKHU KypHJIH U X0XOTauu. Ciayiias U
I'yMas, OH CTaJI BUZIeTh CHBL. HO U3 ITeYaabHBIX U
CKYYHBIX BOCIIOMMHAHWM CKJIaALIBAINCHL OHU.
BoT oH 6yATO BBINIEJ U3 HU30bI - HAZIO eXaTh 3a
X000TheM Ha TYMHO... A BO JBOP BXOJHUT U OCTa-
HaBJIMBAaeTCd, YBUAA IIOJHUMAKINUXCA COOaK,
CTPaHHUK: I0JI0BA 3aKyTaHa >KEHCKOM IIIaJbIo,
Ha JIeBOM pyKe JIYKOIIIKO, B IIPaBOil BBICOKAs
Imajika, Ha Xy[AbIX HOrax pacToIITaHHBIE JIAIITH...
"Ecsix 60T IIoAbIMeT, 1oy B KueB, B 3a/l0HCK, B
OnrTuHy, - ogyMaJ ABepKHH B JIpeMoTe.- BoT
IleJI0 HaCTosAIlee, YHUCTO., JIETKOe, a TO He 3HaMO,
3ayeM U KU Ha cBeTe..."

Ho TyT IpOMKO U APY>KHO 3aX0XO0TaIUu paboT-
HUKH, HaJIbIMUBIIIHE BCI0 U30y. ABEPKUI OUYHYJI-



ca. CTyKHyJIa IBepPh, KTO-TO BOIIIEJL.

- OmATh 3ayn 1J1a3al - cKkasajia CTPSITyXa, BhI-
THUpas CTOJ U He TIJIgAd Ha BoIlefiiero. - OuaThb
npurnepcd... Jen, 1a aii y Teb6s1 CTHILA-TO COBCEM
HeTy? - CIIpocwia OHa, obopaumBaschk Hy, yero
npunes? He Hazmoest ere?

Ho pen, - kapayJabIIUK CHATOTO MeIJaHUHOM
caza, "CTapUK-IUIACYH", KaK Ha3bIBajJl OH CaM Ce-
06 IJ19 II0TeXY, BCerja XMeJIbHOM, OOTpeIlaH-
HBIY, BCeTla MYUUBIIIUYA ABEPKUSA CBOEI HepsiIll-
JIUBOCTBIO, CBOEH OOJITJIMBOCTBLIO, BCEH CBOeH
CBOOOZHOM, HEMYKUIIKON KU3HBIO, - Jief He 00-
paTHI Ha CTPAIYXYy BHUMaHU4.

- PebsaTa, paccyuTe: MBICJIEHHO JIU? - TIOHEC
OH C HEeIIpUTBOPHLIM OTYasHUEM, PasBOd PyKa-
MU Ilepe] paboTHUKaMU. OJHH KaK eCTh Ha 3Ta-
KU caf! /la g4 ¢ HeTro IIeCTH I1eJIKOBBLIX He BO3b-
my! [IpreneT HBIHYE, TaK U CKAXKy: XOMYT Z1a Y-
ra, 1 Tebe 6osibIIe He cayra! byzas! BoH pebITHIII-
KM YK 3a4aJid B 3aBsI3b BHUKATh, /IBe SI0JIOHBKU
OTPSACIY, a 1 uTo? /lyiy, TOBOPUT, OGeperu IJias-
HeM BCero.. A 4TO s OJUH HCIesiar? BUIlleHbS
OIIATh 000PBAIK HA Basy - HY, 4 4epT ¢ HUMHU!
00JIbHOM UesIoBeK!

- BospHOM, a BCe XOTh BBDKMH! - CKasaJa



CTpAITyXa.

- ITosrervue! - OTBETHJI CTAapHK, CafdCh Ha Ha-
PEL - THI-TO IIOMOJIYH. Y MeHd BOH MOs CTapyxa
Tebe B MaTepH FOAUTCH, a g ee, MOYKeT, II0JIT0fia
He BUJaJL.. 13, [I0YeCTh, ¥ BeCh BeK He BUJAJI, He
3Halo, 3aYeM M >KeHHJICH...

- He Xy’ke MeHs1 TaKOro-TO, - IIOJAyMaJ ABep-
KU, 3aKpBIBad IJIasa U y>Ke He UYBCTBYSA K CTa-
PHKY IIPEKHEro OTBPAILleHUs.

- A oHa HeOOCb MHe He 4y»Kas, - IIPO0JDKa
TOT C UCKpPeHHeHN ropeyslo. - I U pebgTaM BOT I'0-
BOpIo: uTO A Mory? Ceiiyac OTIes, a B caJjallle
YylKa X035¥MCKas, a OHa CeMb I1eJKOBBIX! /la UTO
K ucpesnaemb? M yHecyT, TO ’XKe BO3bMeIllb. A
rocIioziaM sI BUIIIEHbS J03BOJISIIO PBATh - MOJKeTe!
lFocrozia, OHH M CBeIAT TO [ABa 3€PHBIIIKA, 3TO
BeJb Halll OpaT mopBeTcd... [IpaBAy s TOBOPIO ait
HeT? - KPUKHYJI OH, CHOBa O’KHBJISACEH. - 1 Tebe,
CTapoCTa, 3aBCerfia [03BOJISAI0, THI TYT, MOXKET,
IIepBHIN YesI0BeK Hano BceMu! TOJIBKO THI MeHs
yeM o6uziesl Tecy Ha KpoBaTh He pas! Cracu6o
XOTBh 6apuyK IIOMOraeT - IIPOILIAcaI eMy JaBeda
MaJIeHbKO - aH Ha KOCYIIIKY H eCTh...

ABepKHH cTaJ OIIATh 3a6bIBaThCA. 1oz Beuep,
B II0JIe, IIIeJI OH 3a Bo30M. Mopocuio. IITupoko



OTBOpPEHBHI ObIM BOPOTa Ha CKOTHOM JIBOpe 6ora-
TOTO CTEITHOI'0 MY’>KHKa; OpOAUII II0 ABOPY U IO-
roTaj rycak, IMOTepsIBIIUU T'yChIHK... "BoraTomy
Beszle xXopoIlro!"- ¢ 06umoit U 60JIBI0 B IOJIOCe
KpuyuaJj I7e-TO BHU3Y CTapUK. ABEpKUU KHUBal
LIaIIKOM, coIJIalllajicd, a caM AyMaJl cBoe "bora-
TBIM, KaK OBIK pOTraThlil, - B TeCHble BOpOTa He
mpoJsieseT. " W O4HyJICH, UYBCTBYS, UTO OPEIUT. -
"/la, 60T He JIIOOUT BBICOKUX MBICIIEH... /la, CTapH-
Ka >KaJKo... Ho IbIM ¥ HeHY>KHBIM TOBOP, Yy’KHe
JIIOAY, Yy’Kas IleykKa - aX, Kakas TOCKa, 6eCIIpu-
IOTHOCTB! 3Bepb, U TOT 3abUBaeTCcd yMHUpPATh B
CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYI HOpb.. HeT, KOHel], AOMOH
mopal!”

III

OH ouHyJICd B CyMepKHd. Hu pab0THUKOB, HU
CTpAIlyXU B u36e He 6bL10. Ha s1aBKe BO3JIe OKHA
cHzesa Jypoyka AHIOTA, CKUTABIIAsACI 110 TOCIIO-
Iam, 1o My>kukaMm. OHa ObLIa TOJICTasl, CTPUKe-
Had. OHa IJ/iesia B OKHO, - T0JI0Ba ee C3ay Obl-
JIa TI0X0’Ka Ha KYBIIKWH BHU3 TOPJIOM, - U ILJIaKa-
Jla: CTPAIYXWH MaJIbYHUIllKa He Jajl ed Jeyb
YCHYTB - BCe I10 JIaBKe CKaKaJl.

- A TaM MHIOIIKYU 3aMY4YUJIH, - TOBOPHJIA OHA
IIaya, fyMasi, YTo ABepKHUH CIINT, U KaJIysaCh Ca-



MOHU cebe. - Jlersia OTAOXHYTH B ITaJIMCaJHUKY -
IOXKIb, UHIIOIIKK BCIO TOJIOBY H30pasy, a TyT
3TOT JeMOHeHOK.. Tak-To, AHHa MaTBeeBHa!
Tak-To, MaTy1IKa! Uy>K0M KyCOK He c1afok! A 60-
raTas 6b171a, YMHeH 6apbIHU CiIbLIa!

JTO OHA BCIIOMHHAJIA TO 30JI0TOE BpeMs, KO-
raa ObLI0 y Hee IIeJIbIX TPUAATh IIeCTh PyoJIei.
OHa KommJa ¥ XpaHWIa UX JOJIT0 KaK 3eHUIy
OKa. /la BBIIPOCHJI, BEIMOJIUII B LOJIT MYXUK, V
KOTOPOI0 OHA CTOsIa Ha KBapTUpe, IIOKJISJIC Ha
IIePKOBB, YTO OTHACT - ¥, KOHEYHO, He OTHAJ, [1a-
JKe IIPAMO CKasas; Tak ¥ 3Ha¥l, He OTJAM U He
IIaTamcs...

ABepKUU OTKpPBLI IJIas3a. BeLIO JIydille, yeM
IlaBeua, y>Ke He MyTHUJIach rosioBa. OH IIOC/IyIIaI
IYPOUKY U YCMeXHYJICA. AX, TOCIIOAY, U3-3a Uero
TOJIBKO BOJIHYIOTCS, CTpafaroT JIroAu! ITOT CTa-
PUK, TaK pacTepstHHO >KaJIOBAaBIIUUICA pPabOTHU-
KaM... JTa Iulauyiiasg OT OOHAbl Ha pebeHKa
AHIOTA.

- A TBI GBI €ro 3a BUCKY, - 0Ka3aJl OH yCMeXa-
SCh.

- A1 TBI IIPOCHYJICA? - CIIPOCHJIA Aypouka. 1
BIPYTr HeIIPUATHO, HeYMepeHHO 3apeifasa.- [a
am g cJIaXky ¢ HUM?



Korza oHa crasa 3aTHXaTb, ABePKHUIL HEIPOM-
KO U JIaCKOBO OKJIMKHYI ee.

- Yo Tebe? - TyII0 0TO3BaJIaCh OHA.

- Cxomy, MaTyIllKa, K MOeH CTapyxe, - cKasaj
ABepkuii. CKa>ky, 4T06 IIpUIILIa 32 MHOK. boroCh,
el ¥ caMOM eCThb HeUero, a Beb UTO K UCIeJa-
emb? Kak-HUOyabp mepedobeMcs. I, BUIHO, CBOe
OTCJIY>KWII. Bce oMa-To jIydliie, IPUCTOMHEE...

- He ¢ uy’KMMH ’>Ke JIIOAbMH CMEHUTE! - C TOpe-
4bl0 OTBETWJIA AypodyKa.- CX0XKy, He 60Mcd... A
ThI He OOUAUIIBCA Ha MeHS, UTO 1 Tebe CKaXKy?

- Her...

- A, MOJKeT, UCIIyraelbCs JrKe?

- A4TO? - CIIPOCHII OH.

- [la Tak... SI Tebe ke mobpa rkesasa. [Ipuiia
laBeya, TOBOPAT, TEHI 3axXBopaJl. f U 3aIuia K IIaH-
TIOIIIE ITOTa/laTh HacyeT TeOs...

- Hy u uto xe?

- Tebe, 6aTIOIIKA, IIJIOXO BHIILIO... OH HabpaJ
3eMJIM Ha CKOBOPO/IKY, JIeT II0J CBATHIE U 3alleJl...
A caM Bce 6epeT 3eMJII0 CO CKOBOPOJKH Jja Ha JIU-
110 cebe IIOChINIaEeT... bepeT U I1OChIIIaeT...

- A Thl paMUIIUIO-TO MO CKasaJa? - CIPOCHUII
ABepkui.

- Ta-To 1 6ema, UTO cKa3aJa...



ABepKHH ITIOMOJTYAJL

- A TBHI BCe-TaKH K CTapyKe-TO CXOJH, - CKasaJl
OH.

- 06 aTOM THI He youBaricsa. CX0XY.

BEIHYB M3 CBOEro HHIIEHCKOIO MeIIKa KPEeH-
Ilejb, OypodyKa CTajla eCcThb, cobupas C KOJIeH
KPOILIIKH.

- XoueIlb KpeH/ieJIbKa? - CIIPOCHIa OHa.

- HeT, MmaTymka, cmacu6o, 4YTo-M-TO He X0YeT-
cd, - CKasaJ ABepKHUH.

B30XHYB, OH IIOBEpHYJICI Ha 60K. /lypouka
OTKpbLIa OKHO, CTaja JOXOLUTH CBeXKeCTh Beye-
pa. TOHKHI, KaK BOJIOCOK, CepIl Mecsra 6JecTeln
HaJ, YepHOU II0OKaTOM pPaBHUHOU 3a pPeKOu, B
IIpO3pavyHOM HeOOCKJIOHE. /lajleKo Ha ceJjie XOpo-
110 ¥ IIPOTSOKHO IIeJIX JeBKU CTapUHHYI0 BeJIH-
YaJIbHYI0 IecHIo: "IIpu Beuepe, Beuepe, IIPH sC-
HOU JjiyyuHe..." Korga u ¢ KeM 3T0 65617107 MATKui
CyMpakK B JIyI'y, HaJ MeJIKOM 3aBOJbI0, TeILIad,
po3oBeroIlasg OT 3apy, ApojKalllasg MeJIKOM ps-
ObI0, pacxodIascsad KpyraMHu BOJa, Ybs-TO BOJ0-
BO3Ka Ha Oepery, cJ1ab0 BUIHBIM B CyMpake Je-
BUYUU CTaH, 60Cble HOTH - U HeyMeJIble PYKH, C
TPYZOM IIOZHUWMaAIOIIIMe IIOJHBIM yYepIiak... Illa-
TOM eJleT MHMO MaJIblii B HOYHOE, CJIaJKO [bl-



LITAT CBEJKECTHIO JIYTa...

- A1 He y3HaJIa? - CIIpAIlIMBaeT OH IIPUTBOPHO
HebOpesKHO.

- [lro’xe THI MHe HY>KeH y3HaBaTh! - OT3LIBaeT-
Cs1 HEOKHBIN, TPYAHOM, HEYBEPEHHO 3BOHKHH IO-
JIOC - ¥ NIIPOTHUB BOJIM 3BYYHT B HeM JIacKa, pa-
IOCTb HeYassHHOM BCTPEYH.

- A1 TOMOYB?

- Iro’Ke TBI MHE HY>KeH IIOMOTIaTh...

[TepecunuBas cebs, cUHUTasg HEIIPHUCTOMHBIM
HaBA3BIBATHCA C PasroOBOPOM, OH MOJIYa IIO/HU-
MaeTcs B TOPY, B POCUCTOe TEMHOe I10JIe, IJIAAUT
Ha 3Be3/[bl, CIYIIAeT IIepellesioB U JeJIOBUTO Y-
Maer:

- Xopoia, fa 6exHa. M1ib, caMa BOAY BO3UT...

JTO0 OBLIO JAaBHO, B CaMOM HadaJle >KU3HHU...
Hey>xesn 3TO OHA, Ta, YTO IIPHJET 3aBTPA, II0Be-
IleT ero foMoii ymMmuparts? OHa, OHa...

IV

OHa mpunuia 3sa HUM Ha Apyrou geHb. OHa
JIaCKOBO U 3a00TJIMBO ybpajia CBOMMHU TEMHBI-
MH pyKaMH ero JO0OpPHIIKO, apMdAK, OHYYH, JIH-
HIOUYIO IIOJIIOSICKY, - ¥ II0BeJsla ero, 6J1eZJHOro U
c1a60 yJyIbI6aroIerocs, JOMOMI:

- IlotimeM, moiizeM, 6aTromika. bynas, mmopabo-



TaJI. Bech CBOI BeK >KjaJia TeOsI. A Tl BOH KaKOM
CTaJI - COBCceM HUKyZa. M3Hocuiicd. [la 3aBeTHBIA
IIepCTeHeK U IIOHOIIEHHBI XOPOIIL...

U oH Bce pajoBaJics IIepBOe BpeMs: BOT OH U
IoMa, oTcayXKuiics! OH He JieT B u36e, TaBHO XO-
TeJIOCh eMy I10JIeKaTh Ha CB06O/e, Ha II0OKOe, Ha
YHCTOM II0JIEBOM BO3AyXe. JIeT OH Ha CBOEM I'yM-
HUIIIKe, B CTapeHLKOM pure, I'ycTO 3apocCIlleit
KpyroM Jie6efioro, JIeT B Tesiere 6e3 KoJiec - U B OT-
KPBITEIEe BOPOTA JeHb U HOYL BesIl Ha HETO CHI-
poii BeTep C OTOPOJOB U T'yMeH, HeCJ0 BeTPOM
KOCOM KPYIIHBIN T0XKIb.

Bce fesia 06CygUIM OHU CO CTApPYXOMH, II0OXKa-
JIeJIA 10Yb, II0 HY)K[e paHO BBITAHHYI0 B [1AJIb-
Hee CeJIo, BO BOP 3a’KUTOYHBIM, HO O0JbHOU
OypHOM 60JIe3HBIO, U IIOPEININ faTh el 3HaTh,
4T06 IIpHUexasia IpoBefaTh OTIA.

Jloub, OTHAKO, He eXaJjla - BepHO, He IIycKaja
TIOTo/1a.

IToroma myumiia. C yTpa CBETHJIO COJIHILE, IIa-
PUWJIO HaJ IBIMAIIMMUCA II0JIIMU, HaJl TPSA3HBIMU
IoporaMu, Haj XjiebaMHU, HaChII[eHHBIMU BOJI010,
JIeTIIUMU Ha 3eMuI0. C yTpa ABepKUii, II0POI0
IIOKW/IABIIIMIM CBOIO Tejlely U NoOpefaBIIUU [0
u36sbl, obeltas crapyxe, 4To oloroautcd. Ho K



obeflaM OIISITH 3aXOJUJIN Ty4YH, Ka3aBIIIHECS elle
yepHee OT 6JieCKa COJIHIA, MeHsIH o0b6JlaKa CBOU
HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIe I[BeTa U O4YepTaHUs, IIOJHU-
MaJICcd XOJIOGHBIN BeTep, U 6erkasl II0 II0JIIM KO-
COM pafy>KHBIN TOXKIb.

- ByayT 6enpl BeslMKMe, - TOBOPHJIA COCEIKA,
ObIBIIIas [BOPOBasd. - PaHbllle ¥ TYYKU He Te ObI-
JIY, BCe 3aYUKU J]a KyCTOYKH, a Tellepb 06J1aKo
rpy6oe II0IILIO...

Ho ABepkui, cujs B BaJleHKaxX U IIOJIyIIyOKe
BO3JIe MU30bI, TOJILKO C/1ab0 yJbI6asICsa: KaKoe [ie-
JIO 6BLJIO eMy Telleph [0 OyAyIuX 6ex!

Coceny, OBOUBIIIMe IIap, IIpHe3Kalu K 00e-
IlaM, MOKpHIe, ycCTajble, >KaJIOBaJHUCh, YTO Ha
HUX apMsIKU IIOIIpesIH, U TOKe BCE XOTeJU yBe-
PUTH cebs, UTO aBOCh, 60T JacT, pasryasercd. Ho
U 110cJIe 00ef0B TeMHeJIO OT Ty4, THaJa 6yps JIu-
BeHb C IpafioM. K Bedepy cTHXaso, COJIHIIE IIPO-
IJIIBIBAJIO; HO Ha BOCTOKe I'POMO3JUINCE PO30-
BbIe TOPBI, a 3allafiHbIIl HEOOCKJIOH BeCh ITOKPHI-
BaJICAd CTPaHHOM CepeOpPUCTOM 3bIObI0, IIOX0XKel
Ha YTUHBIU IIyX.

A HoumM ObUIM TyMaHHBIE. 3ejleHOBaThle IIy-
LIMCThIE 3Be3/bl, KaK O0JIbIIINE CBETJISIKH, IJIs]Ie-
JI1 Ha ABepKud B BopoTa. Criasl OH MaJo, I10 HO-



JaM cKy4aJsl. Ho, BCIOMHUHAasI TellepeITHIO CBOK0
cBOOOZY OTO BCeX 3a00T U ropecrey, 6yarofapHo
KpecTuIcs Ha Hebo.

Xynes u ciabes OH He II0 JHSM, a II0 YacaM.
Ho, 4yBCTByd, 4TO CMepTH OBJIafieBaeT UM 6e3
MYK, 0e3 M3[leBaTeJbCTBA, YaCTO TOBOPUJI CTaPY-
xe:

- Huuero, TbI He 60¥icd, 9 yL00HO IIOMpY.

A crapyxa BTUXOMOJIKY HaJiesIach, He laBaJjia
Bephl ero cjoBaM. bosibIlle BCero Iyrajo ee ero
paBHoayive. Ho W paBHOAyIINE [OJITO IIBITa-
JlaChb OHa HUCTOJIKOBBIBATH €r0 CIab0CThIO, II0KA,
HaKOHeI], He I1epelIo OHO MepBL.

B KOHIle W0y, KOTZa Koe-KaK CTalu YOu-
paThCs B IIOJIIX U JOKIU IlepecTasly, IIporaJa y
Hee TeJIyIIKa, KOTOPYI C BEeJUKUMHU JIUIIEHUS-
MU HaKuia OHa cebe, KOTopas XOAWJIA 3a HeW,
Kak cobaka. CTapyxa Bce II0JId, BCe COCeJHUe Jie-
peBHU oberasia. B Tocke, B TpeBore 0Ha pacclipa-
IIMBaja Ka)KIOTr0 BCTPeYHOro, He BUAIU JIU
pPBDKel TeJIyIIK{, U BCe He C/aBajach, IIPHUAY-
MbIBajla BCe HOBBIE MecCTa, KyJa Hajxo HUATH Ha
noucku. Kak BApPYyI, B O[UH CYMpauyHbIN Beuep,
co6aKu IIPUTAIIMIN Ha [ePeBHI0 PbDKYI0 TOJIOBY
C MaJIeHBKHMH POXKKaMH. Y cobaK ee OTHSIH U



IIpUHECIN CTapyXe Ha KpBUIbI0. OHa pacreps-
Jlachb U 3alllakasa, Kak pebeHOK. M Bce 1oiro
CTOSIA BOKPYT KPBLIbIa, He 3Hasi, YTO TOBOPUTH,
4To AesiaTh. Ha BceX 3Ta CcTpalllHasg, B CYX0H KpPo-
BH U C PO’KKaMH T0JIOBA IIPOM3BeJia TsDKeJIoe
BIIleyaT/JeHHe. 1 TOJIBKO OJWH ABEpPKHM, KOTO-
PBIM Ha rOBOP IpUOpes U3 pUTrH K u3be, JIerOHb-
KO PYKO¥ MaxHYJL.

- Yk gyero taM! - ckasaJs oH. - CMoJIOy He Ha-
JKUBaJIY, a Tellepb He K UeMy...

Bce B3IVIIHYJIM Ha HeTO C YAUBJIEHUEM U ellje
Opy>KHee 3arajifieji, 4yTO 3TOI0 TaK OCTaBUTH
HeJsb3d. IIacTyX CKasaj, 4TO CO0aKH PBLIH B JIe-
cy. HecMoTpd Ha CyMepKH, pellnIH HeMeJId
exaTb B Jjiec. Cocef; TOPOILUIMBO 3aIIpAr JIOIIALb
B TeJleTy, IIOCaJWJ B Hee IUIAYyIIYyI0 CTapyxy,
BCKOYMJI CaM M IIOCKaKaJl, 3arpemeJsI II0 YJIHIIE.
[Tockakaiu 3a HUM BepxoBble. B mOJIAX OBLIO
TEMHO, B JIeCy TEMHO M THXO, y>Ke I1aXJIO OIIaB-
LIIUMHU JIUCTBAMHU. Jlec c1ab0 OCBeIascs ¢ OGHOM
CTOPOHBI KPaCHOBATBIM CBETOM BCXO/JHBIIIEH JIY-
HEL [Iprexany K KapayJiKe Ha II0JIIHe, BO3JIEe Y-
6a c 3acoxiiel BepXyIIKOHN. JIeCHUK yKUHa U,
YBUJA TOJIILY, OUeHb HcIyraJcsd. IloTpe6oBanu y
Hero GpoHaphk, IOILIH 3a IIaCTyXOM K TOMY MecTY,



I7le ppUIM cobaKy, HAlUIW 3apbITy0 B 3€MJI0
TpeOyXxy, IIOIHAIN raM U II0BE3JIU JIECHUKA B Jle-
PeBHIO, K ABepKHUIO.

ABepKH He CIIajl, CHU/iesl B TeMHOU usbe. Ko-
I7la B3AyJM OTOHb U CTajla M3ba HAIOJIHATHCA
HapoJioM, KOI/ia IIPHUBEJIN CTApOCTy C IIaJIeBOM
60pozoM 1 HamepeOOM CTaJIN KpU4aTh, 0OBUHSAA
JIECHUKA, ABepKHUI HEOXUJAHHO IIPUHSI €ro
CTOPOHY. JIeCHHMK B CBOe OIlpaBJaHHe TOBOPUJI
TOJIBKO OJHO:

- Kpactp g He coryiaceH. Mo¥ poauTesb He
KpaJi, u 41 He corjyaceH. Kabnl s Kpaj, y MeHs Obl
HUYero He ObLIO, 60T OBl He flaJ, a TO Yy MeHs
CBO€ X035I1CTBO €CTh.

Ho ABepKui, CO CBOUM PaBHOIYIIIHEM K 3€M-
HBIM JlejlaM, BIIOJTHE BEPUJI eMY - U JJaKe BO3BBI-
CWJI T'0JIOC, HacTanWBas, YTOOBI ero OTIIYCTHJIH, a
He Ca’kaJId B X0JIOJHYI0. U yIuBIIeHHbIE, COUTHIE
C TOJIKy COCeIH B KOHIle KOHI[OB ITOKOPUJINCH
eMy. [IokopuIack ero roJjiocy, ero rpo60BoOMYy JIU-
Iy ¥ cTapyxa.

Ha BBI3ZIOpPOBJIEHHE €T0 Y Hee He 0CTaJIoCh C
3TOM HOUH HHUKAKOH Halle>K/Ibl.

\Y

Jloub ¢ My>KeM IOCYJIMJINCH IIpUexaTh U IIPU-



exajii Ha IIPecTOJbHBIN IIpasgHUK, KO BTOPOMY
criacy. brlIo pelteHo, UTo 34Th CBe3eT ABEpKU B
OOJILHUITY, ITOKaKeT MOKTOPY. ABEpPKHU COIJIa-
CHJICA - 1 Ha JIeHb, Ha IBa OKIJL.

Ha feHb, Ha /1Ba BOPOTUJIUCH K HEMY OOBIY-
HBIE YyesiOBeyeCcKHUe YyBCcTBa. C IIOMOIIBIO CTapy-
XU OH C paHHero yTpa YMBLICS, IIpUYecascd I
TOCTel.

B obenpl OH Je)kasl M IIPUCIYILINMBAJICI: He
unyT au? Ilociplnaauch Mard U rojoca BIaJIu.
B pame BOpOT I10Kasajcs 31Th, 38 HUM - I0Yb C
IeBOYKOM, €331 CTapyXa. 3d4Tb, BBICOKUY, C 3e-
JIEHOBaThIMU BOJIOCAaMU, C 6eJIbIMU pPeCHUIIaAMU,
OBbLT IIOJOPUT M HapsOKeH: HOBBIM KapTy3, HOBbIE
carory, cepas >KHJIeTKa II0BepX HOBOM >KeJITOU
py6axu. /loub, KOTOPYI0 ABEpKHU BCerja CUUTall
KpacaBUIlel, ¥ Ha 3TOT pas yAUBUJIA €r0 CBOEI0
KpacoToM, CKPOMHOCTBI0, COeTMHEHHOM C LOCTO-
WHCTBOM, [UIMHHBIMU OIIYIIIEHHBIMU PEeCHUIIa-
MU, JIAJIOBBIM capagaHOM U CMYIJIOCTHIO Ma-
JIeHbKUX pyK. OHa, )KeHCTBeHHas, MIIasd, BeJa
3a pPyKy 0esI00pBICYIO0 IeBOYKY B 3€JIEHOM ILjIa-
ThUIle, KOTOpas C JIIDOOIBITCTBOM OCMaTpHUBaJIa
IBIPEL B KpPBIIlle PUTH U COCaJsIa JNepPeBIHHYIO Ka-
TYIIKY U3-I10[, HUTOK.



Ilomotinss, TrOCTHM IIOKJIOHWJINCH ABEPKUIO,
OCTOPO’KHO IIOIEJIOBAJIMCH C HHUM, MHOJHSIA K
HeMy He XOTEeBIIYIO I1eJI0BaThCs, BODOTUBIIIYIO B
CTOPOHY JIMYMKO, [eBOUYKY; ABEPKHU C HEXKHO-
CTBI0 3aMeTHJI, UTO BOJIOCHI Y Hee 6eJI0-30JI0TH-
CTEIe, TBEP/JBI U IJIaJIKH, KaK TpaBa IIoCjIe JIeTa.
T'ocTtu saroBopmyIu 604po, GeclieyHO, 349Thb BCe
cTapaJjicd IIyTHUTb, - HO He CBOAUIN C ABEpPKHA
IJ1a3 ¥, BUZIUMO, He 3HaJIHU, UTO TOBOPUTh. OH 3TO
YyBCTBOBAJI, HEJIOBKO YJIBIOAJICSI U TOKe OOLPUII-
¢, a caM AyMaJl, CPaBHUBAs I0Yb CO CTAPYXOM:
HeT, Mod JyllleBHee Obl1a! Y 104Yb ObLIa XOpoIa
U CKPOMHA, KaK MaThb B MOJIOJIOCTH, HO Y JOUepH
OBLJIO OOJIbIIIE CIIOKOMCTBHSA, CHAepP>KaHHOCTH.
Jlodb Tporajia ero CBOex KpacoTOX0, PeCHUIIaMH,
6JIeCKOM CTeKJISHHBIX Kallesb B I'pebelllke, a CTa-
pyxa JIalTAMH, IpsA06JI0CTBI0 KOYKH, YCTAJIOCThIO,
HCKPEHHOCTEI0. MIX IIPOTHBOIIOIOKHOCTE B3BOJI-
HOBAaJIa €ro, U OIATH II0OYYBCTBOBAJI OH HAa MIHO-
BeHHe: CIajKa >KU3Hb! CTapyxa He IIPUTBOPS-
Jacb. OHa BOLlIa W CTasla, IPYCTHO IJIAAd Ha
Hero, Kak O0bI TOBOPSI: BOT IIPUBeJIa, XOTAT II0IJIS-
IeTh Ha Tebd - He XOPOII ThHI CTaJl, 6aTIOIIKa, a
4TO JK CllesIaelllb. A OH, U IIpaB/a, OB CTpAIlleH.
BoJtocel ero elrfe 6oJiblile IIOpefeIH, CTaIH elle



TOHBIIIE, OHU JIE3JIH, Ta/la/Id Ha IIUPOKUI BOPOT
py6axu, Ha K/IFOUHUIIbI, TOPYAaBIIMe I10]] Helo, KaK
yauiaa. IIo o6erM CTOpoHaM BBAJIUBIIMXCS BHUC-
KOB TOpYasd 0OO0JIbIlIMEe IIpOo3pauvHble YIIU. [JIy-
00KO 3amajaJjiu rjiasa.

T'octu obepnanu B n3be. EMy IprcIaIn YaliKy
3eJIEHOTO KBaca C caJioM, JIOMOTh XJyieba. OH IIpH-
HOHSJICS, B3I YalllKy, HU3KO CKJIOHHWJICI HaJ
Hel0, BBITHYJI 3y04UaTyil OT II03BOHKOB CIIHHY,
IIePEeKPEeCTUJICS, 3a4yepIlHyJl [AporKallled PyKoOH!
JIOKKY Y IIPOTJIOTHJI TOPOILIMBO, 60SICh, UTO He
XBAaTUT CHUJI II0ecTh. I TOUHO, He XBaTua0. OH
yCTaJl, 3a/J0XHYJICS, JIeT Ha CIIUHY... 1 Jallka Tak
M ocTajlaCh CTOSITh Ha 3eMJie BOo3Jie TejerH. KBac
3alleHWICs, IIOJepHYJICI CaJbHOM IIEHKOW, B
Hero Halajajao MHOTO MyX. ABepKHUI OTTOHSI UX
U paccMaTpUBaJI CBOXO PYKY, IoJIyOble HOI'TH. /lU-
BUJIA €TI0 JIaJI0Hb: BIIasias, OHa ObLIa cyxa U OJie-
cTesia, OYATO HaTepTas BOCKOM... U, mogyMaB o
00JIbHUITe, OH HaCMEIIJIUBO YJIBIOHYJICH.

VI

[lepes BeuepoM IIpOIIes HEJOJITUU H0Kb. CO
CMeXO0M, HaKpBIBIIUCH II0/I0JIAMU, TYPTOM IIPH-
6erKkaJIy C yJIUIBI IeBKHY, CTaJId Y BOPOT, He 06pa-
Iasg BHUMaHUY Ha ABepKUs, KIalH, II0Ka IIe-



peyzeT moXK/Ab, BULHLIM B paMe BOPOT Ha Cepou
Ty4dKe. 3a BOPOTaMU TOBOPHJIH, CMESJIUCH Pebs-
Ta, KTO-TO BCe HAUMHAJI UIPaTh Ha CJIOMaHHOM, C
3amalalollUMU  KJlallaHaMW, rapMoHUU. Ilomo-
IIIeJI K BOPOTaM 3Th, CJIeTKa XMeJIbHOM. OH BBI-
CTaBWJI BIlepe]; IIpaBOoe KOJIEHO, IIOCTaBHMJI Ha
Hero CBOI0 OOJIBIIYI0, MITKO U IPUSATHO PhIYaB-
LIy TapMOHUK. OH TOMHO CMOTpeJI B OJHY TOY-
Ky, Urpas. A IPOTHUB HEro CTOsJIA U, CJIerKa CKJIO-
HUB T0JIOBY, YIIOPHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero COJIAAT-
Ka, GJleHas JKeHIMHA C CBEXXUM, IPUSITHBIM
PTOM U CepeOPUCTBIMU IJIa3aMU B UepPHBIX pec-
HUnax. OHU 3BaIU APYr Apyra B3IJIALaMU, CJIO-
BaMU 0eCKOHeYHOM 'cTpajgaTeJlbHOU'. U Bce
IOJITO, IIOJ, PEIKUM H0KIeM, CAeHUIN 38 UX JII0-
O0BHBIMU IleperoBopaMu. IloTeMHesI0 B yIjax
pUrH, TeMHeJIO B BOPOTaX. 3aKphIB Ij1a3a, ABep-
KUH ciyiran. EMy 6110 X0pol1to.

Viuia Tak U ocTasach BO3JIe PUTH [0 IIO3]-
Hell HOYM, pacXo[daCh IIOCTeIleHHO. [I037HO HO-
ubl0 Heba paCcUMCTHIO, ABe OOJIbIIINE 3Be3[bl
JIAeyid B puUry. "3HauuT, TaK HaLo, - AyMaJl
ABepKUY, - 3HAUUT, €My [04Yb MOS He XOpOlIla,
HHYI0 Hanxo". FapMOHBSA CMOJIKJIA. KTO-TO rOBO-
PHJI 32 BOPOTaMH [APOKAIIUM, OXPHIIIIHNM T'0JIO-



COM, O UeM-TO yIIpamuBagd. JKeHIITHa oTBedasa
IPOTSDKHO, YKJIOHYHBO, HO COIIPOTHBJIEHUE ee
6b1710 c1aboe. [IoTOM iBe TEHU HA MUHYTY 3aCJIO-
HUWIY 3Be3[bl B paMe BOPOT, IIPOIIIA MUMO, BJIe-
BO, K 0OCTaTKaM COJIOMEL...

"AX, HeJIaTHO, - II0AyMaJl ABEepKUU. - A [0Yb
HebOoCh JIIOOUT ero.." B ayle 3azBydasa IIeCHd,
He>KHas, JI000BHAas:

"SI cOCKyumIach, Ir06e3HbIH, 6e3 Tebs1: BCA I10-
CTeJIIOIIIKA IIPOCThLIa 6e3 TeOsl, N3TOJIOBBUILIE 3a-
uHzeBeJ0..." OH 3a0bLJICI U OYHYJICSI OT TPOMKOTO
Kauwig" 34Tk, IIPOBOJUBIIIU COJILATKY, CMEJIO BO-
POTHJIICSI B PUTY, CeJI Ha PO3BAJILHU U, pa3yBasiCh,
CO CTYKOM IT06pocaJl carlord HaseMb. OH 3akeT
CIIMUYKY, OCBETUB IIeTyXa, HOUeBaBIIIero Ha Jepe-
BSIHHOM KO3JIe JIJI Pe3KH.

YTo6BI II0KasaTh, UTO OH He OOMIKAaeTcCsd, He
BMEIIIUBAETCI B UyKUe Tejla, ABepKHUU, yCMeX-
HYBIIINCH, CKa3aJI IIpo IeTyxa:

- Wi, e kBapTepy cebe Halres!

- A TBI 4ero >k He CIIHIIE? - CIIPOCHJI 3ATh.

- S, IoYecTh, HUKOIZa He CILIIO, - OTBETHUII
ABepxui.

- [lToMypaelib, 3HAUUT, - PABHOAYIIIHO CKa3aJl
35Th, JIOXKAaCh.



- Xymad TpaBa M3 II0JI BOH, - IIOIIYTHUI ABep-
KHUI. - A 4yro KoHell. Uyto - oHa. HOubI0 CKyy4arlo,
Iyllle BCero Kak IIOJIYHOYHAas 3Be3[a-3apHUIla
B3oHmeT. Hukakas! - ckasaj OH 6e3HaIe>KHO. -
CTaJIx y>K KOJIOKOJIBIIBI B IJIOTKE 3BEHETE...

34ThH CTasI 3achllIaTh, CYMPAaYyHO II0XpPaIlbIBasdl.
U rpycTh, yMUJIeHbe OLUHOYECTBA HAaIIIM Ha
ABepkusa. X0TeJIOCH ellfe IIOTOBOPUTH, CKasaTh
4TO-HUOY[b ApYy’KeIr06HOoe, IIPUITHOE 34TH. OH
OKJIMKHYJI ero:

- Couie?

- Her, - 0TO3BaJjICA 3Th OYHYBIIHUCE. - A UTO? -
U 3abopmoTas CTpOro:

- byng O6ypOBUTBH-TO, JIIOLAM CIIaThb He [a-
BaTk... Criu!

ABepKHUH CMOJIK. XOTeJIOCh CKasaTh: "AX, XO-
poia ir060Bb Ha CcBeTe >KUBeT!" OH JiexKas, Iy-
MaJ U 3aTauBaJl [bIXaHHeE, CTApascCh IIpefCTa-
BUTH Cebs B MOTHJIE... 3ITh XpalleJl, CIlajJ Kpell-
KUM CHOM I103[iHell Houu. Ci1aboe, MyTHOE 3ape-
BO JJ0JIT0 OBLIIO BU/THO 32 BOPOTaMH, 38 TEMHBIMU
noiaMu. Ilokasasicd IIO3OHUM IIOJIyMecdl], KakK
OTpa’keHHe B 3aTYMaHEHHOM 3epKaJle, - IIPOIIIeJI
HU3KO U CKphLIC. [IoTeMHeI0 IIepel; pacCBeTOM.
Cras Ha BCIO pUr'y KpA4aTh I1eTyX. CTasao B paMme



BOPOT CepeOpUTHCSI HebOo, CTasl 3aHUMAaThCA I
’KUBBIX HOBBIH [I€Hb.

34Thb IIPOCHYJICH, CBEXXO0 U KpPeIKO 3eBHYJI,
CHOBa pasdyauB TOHKO ApeMaBIller0 ABepKUS.
VTpo HacTaso Becesoe. Becesio ¥ MOJIOO IJIsfe-
JIO B BOpOTa rosiyboe, 110 TOPU30HTY OpaH)KeBOe
He60. XoJI0[fHasg poca CBepKaJjla Ha TpaBe. 35Tb,
HajleBas CalloTH, HaAyBaJCd U CTy4dal MMU B
3eMJII0.

- O6y3UJI XpOMOH AbSIBOJI! - CKa3ajl OH XpPHUILIO
U 60/1p0o, pasymes calloKHUKA.

- TecHBIN callor OCeHHee [1eJI0 HUKY/IA, - OTBe-
THI ABepKuil. MyKa.

- Jla 3TO elje II0 YyYJIKY, - CKa3aJsl 34Thb. - A II0
IIOPTSIHKEe U COBCeM He BoObelllb.. Hy, moroau
Ke, Xpomoii!

Crapyxa ¢ foyepbl Hapsamuiau ABepkus. Ha
Hero HaJleJIu CUTILeBYI0 pybaxy, JaBHO CIHHSIB-
ILIIy}0, HO YUCTYIO, JIETKYI0, Y3KHe cepble OPIOKU B
I10JI0CKAX, - II0JapOoK ¢ 6apCKOro ABOPA, - U KOXKa-
Hble OaxXWIKH; HaJeJU IIOJIYIIYOOK, OOJIBIIYIO
IIAIIKy ¥ 107, PYKHU IIOBeJIM K TeJsere. /[eBouka
TOHsJIaCh II0 pure 3a IIeTYXOM, BCe HOPOBHJIA
IIOMMATh ero 3a XBOCT. [Io/pKUMasch, IeTyX MeJl-
Ko yberas oT Hee, 1 ABepKUl ycMmexascs. Ilocie



purxn Heb0 II0Ka3aJl0Ch eMy OeCKOHEUHO IIPO-
CTOPHBIM, CBETJBIM M PajlOCTHBIM, BO3JYyX B IIO-
JISIX - YIOUTEJbHBIM. /lopora y>ke 06Bsiia. /[leHb
OBLI aBI'YCTOBCKUM - IIPOXJIAJHBIMN, 0JIeCTAIUN,
CO CTaJIbHBEIMHU O6J1akaMu. O O0JILHHUIIE, O BEI3/IO-
POBJIEHMH He XOTEJIOCh U IyMaTh: U TaK ObLIO
XOPOIIIO.

VII

[Ipomres emje Mecdr. KuUsHB elfe 6oJibIie
OTOABUHYJIACh OT ABEpPKHUS 3a 9TOT Mecsll. Yep-
Hble KaTBIIIIeYKHU B IIaXydeM >KeJITOM IIOPOIIIKeE,
KOHEYHO, He ITOMOTJIH, - TOJIbKO IaJUJIN H37KO-
roti. Ho oH Bce-TaKd eJI UX - IeJBbIX IBaAIlaTh
oHer. Korza ’Ke IIPOIVIOTHJI IIOCJIEIHIOI0 U 3a-
4eM-TO CIIPSITaJ KPYIJIBIM ITy3bIpeK IO, IIOMYIII-
Ky, B3[JOXHYJI TaK 00JIeTYeHHO, TOYHO CBAJIUJI C
IUIeY MOCJAeHUN TSXKKUM OJT. A C JIIOABMU OH
MBICJIEHHO yyKe IIPOCTHJICS: JIFOAY IIOHEMHOTY 3a-
ObIBaJIM 0 HEM, 3aXO/IMJIK K HEMY BCe peXke, a 3a-
XO0/is1, TOBOPWJIN TO TpPOTaTeJbHOE, TO CMEIIHOE,
TO IPYCTHOE, HO BCerja HeBa)kHOe. Bce Bpemd OH
4yBCTBOBAJI Ce0S1 TOCTEM, 3ae3KUM B KaKOU-TO
KpaM, I1e OH >KUJI KOTr/ia- TO U IJle Telephb >KUBYT
ellle 6eflHee U CKy4YHee, UYeM JKUJIHU IIpexx[e, IIpU
HeM.



Bopormiicsa [OMOM M 3aXOQWUJI pasa JBa COJI-
IaT, mo6bsIBaBIIUU B [IopT-ApType U B SIIIOHUM, -
Ha BOMHe U B IUIeHYy. M He pacckasaj HHUYero
IIyTHOTO HU O BOWHeE, HU O IJIEHe, TOBOPMJI TO
JKe, YTO TOBOPHJIX U, BCe, II0OBIBABIIIHE Ha BOU-
He U B Yy)KUX CTpaHaX. Ha BoiHe CTpaIITHO, a I10-
TOM HHYEro, ¥ He IyMaelllb, a B Uy)KUX CTpaHaX
BCe He IIO-JIIOLCKU: 3eMJIM MHOI0, a XOJWUTh
Herze, BesJie TOpPEL, JIIJel BCIKUX - U He CUeCTh,
a IIOTOBOPUTEL He C KeM.. MHOro paccKasbIBal
COJIZaT O AIOHKAaX, HO M UX OCY>KJaJI: "MaJIbl Po-
CTOM U He 3aBJIeKaTeJLHEI". IIpo Mope 0T03BaJI-
Cs1 KPaTKo:

- Bojipl MHOTO, a ITUTH HEYerO.

3axopuia AHioTa. C Hell ABepKHUIO OBLIO JIer-
KO, OHA CHfeJa IO0JIro, HUKy/a He CIIellsa, He
TOBOpHJIa IIPUTBOPHO:

"Hy, g 11oupy, Aejblie ecThb..." OHa ObLIa 3a/y-
IIeBHA, IIPOCTa, XO0Td U 3a/eBajla ABepKUs TeM,
YTO CTajia TOBOPUTH C HUM TeIllephb, KaK C PaB-
HBIM, KaK C AypaykKoM, CO CBOMM OpaTOM, JIHIII-
HHUM 4YeJIOBEKOM.

3ax0iMJI CTapPUK-IUIACYH, B IIOJYITyOKe U CTa-
PO TOPOACKOM COJIOMEHHOM IIIAIle, IIPMHOCHII
6JI0K, C HeyMepeHHON HaCTOMYUBOCTBHIO COBAJ



HUX IIOf, IIOAYIIKY ABEPKHIO U C HeyMepeHHBIM
O’KHUBJIeHHWEeM 00JITajl, BHYTPeHHE paaysCh CBOe-
My IIOCTOSHHOMY XMeJII0, a )KU3Hb CBOIO TO BOC-
XBaJIsisA, TO HU B TPOLI He cTaBs. OH [bIIIaJI IIepe-
rapoM, TOBOPHJI 6€3 YMOJIKY.

- XM! - roBOpMII OH. - MHe TYT, B ceJle, pai! Tyt
s1 MaJIeHbKO OIIPaBHJICS, UeJI0BEKOM CTaj. A TO
cocjlaId MeHs IIPOLLIBIMA Tof... IMEHBUIIKO B
I10JIe, caji B I10JIe - XOThb OBbI Te6e ABOPUIIKO! CKY-
Ka - usbaBb 60r! He To, UTO y Bac B ceJie: TyT B
I10JIe BBIJIelIb, U TO YTO-HUOY/Ib YBUUIIIL 00s13a-
TeJILHO: JIUOO0 Ifle pebsita B KOHOILIAX, TIUO0 TakK
Kakou ¢Qurypol 3auHTepecyellbCs, JUO60 6aby
IIpUMeIlb K CBeJIeHUIO...

X034MCTBEHHBIM JIIOASAM OBLJIO He 10 ABep-
KHUSL: OHU BesId HOBO€e 3epHO U OIISITh pacceBalu
ero. Pas sTa MUpHas >KHU3Hb ObLIa HapylleHa
TpeBOroi, HabaToOM, TOPOILUIMBO C3bIBABIIIUM MC-
IIyTaHHOEe CeJI0O K MeCTy HeOXXHUJaHHOU 6efpl, K
OMeTy Ha JaJbHeM T'yMHe, BHE3allHO OXBayeH-
HOMY CpeJiy >KapKoro II0JI{HS BeCeJI0 U TOPOILIH-
BO pasropaBIIMMCH OpaH)XeBBIM ILIaMeHeM. Y
ABepkus, Bcerzia 60sIBIIIETOCS I10KapOB, 3aKOJIO-
THUJIOCH cepare. OH, HACKOJBbKO MOT, IIOCIIEIITHO
IIPUIIOAHSAJICA U [0JITO IJIAZiesl B BOPOTa, Ha T'OJIy-



60e CIIOKOMHOe He60, II0 KOTOPOMY 6eCIIOKOMHO
U BBICOKO HECJIUCh YepHEIe XJIONbY, "TaJKu". OH
JKaJHO IIPUCIYIIUBAJICA K TOMY IIyMy U ramy B
cesie, KOTOPBIM JIFOAM, Oeryiye Ha IIOXKap, BCe-
Ifla 3a4eM-TO IIpeJHaMepPeHHO YBeJIHUYHBAIOT.
OH, 110 CTapOH IIPUBBIYKE, 3aPa3HUICI OBLJIIO ITUM
4yBCTBOM, HO CKOpO IIOHSUI, YTO IIO’Kapy OH
TOJILKO 00OpajoBasicsa, 00paZoBaJiCa pasBJieye-
HUI0, TOMY, UTO IIPpHUOeryT K HeMy, II0TalljaT ero
M3 PUTH Ha TPaBY, IIOHSJI U TO, UTO II0’Kap Jajle-
KO U YTO HUYEro 3TOT0 He OYAET, - U OIATH II0-
4yBCTBOBAJI PABHO/AYIIIME, OIIATH JIeT.

Pa3 samres Kk HeMy IbS4YOK B IIapyCHHOBOM
IIOAPSICHUKE; IIOCUJeJI, IIOIIYTHII Hafl, ero 60J1e3-
HBI0, HaJ| TeM, YTO CKOPO IIPU6aBUTCA "3eMJIITHO-
ro TOoBapy", #, 3ayMaBIIIHUCh, CKa3aJI:

- Jla... " B0o3BpaTHUTCA IIePCThL B 3eMJIIO, SIKO
J)Ke Oe, M IyX BO3BpaTUTCAd K 00Ty, MKe Jaze
ero..." 3Toro, 6pat, He MUHYeIlb!

W ABepkuii, KOTOPOMY OYeHb IIOHPaBUJINCH
€ro CJIOBAa, TOPOILIMBO OTBETHIIL:

- 136aBb 60r! Kak MOXHO TOT0 MUHOBATh!

Ha MrHOoBeHBE eMy CTayI0 )KYTKO OT I[epPKOB-
HBIX CJIOB [bsIUKa, HO, II0Z[yMaB, OH elIlle TBepiKe
IIOBTOPHIL:



- HeT, n36aBb TOCIIONH, - HE MHHOBATh-TO! S
BOH >KaJIIOCh UHOM pas, s, MOJI, KOUeT 00pPOYHBIH,
KaK TOBOPUTCS, a pasBe He IpaBga? M 60r o6po-
Ky TpeOyerT...

Y, 3aIyTaBIINCh B CBOUX MBICJIIX, IIPUOABUIL
HEeKCTaTH:

- HeT, KkaK MO>XHO... A TO OBl CTOJILKO Ipexa
pasBesiock! Tak-To, CBATHIE JIIOAU TOBOPSAT, IILIa
60>Kbsl MaTephb OT KpecTa U IlaKasa HaB3PbIZ,..
Bce 11BeTHI OT CJj1e3 IIOKIJIUChH, II0OCOXJIU, OHH Ta-
6aK oCcTaJsICA... 3a TO-TO BOT U KTYT €ro, Kypsr...

ITocyie GOJBHUIIEI OH YaCTO Aejajl IIOIIBITKH
BCIIOMHUTh BCH CBOIO >KH3HBb. Kasayoch, 4uTO
HeO00XO0IMMO IIPUBECTH B IIOPSZOK BCE, YTO BU-
IleJ1 1 YyBCTBOBAJI OH Ha CBOEeM BeKy. 1 OH IIHI-
TaJICA CHesaTh 3TO, WM KaKObIM pa3 HalpacHOo.
BocrmoMHMHaAHUSA €ro OBLIM HHUYTOXKHBI, O€THHEI,
OHOOOpasHbl. BCIOMHHaANNCL NYCTAKH, 6€30
BCSKOIO TOJIKY U BCe B KapTHUHAaX - HesCHBIX U
OTPBIBOYHEIX. TOJIBKO HaUHeIlL BCIOMHHATH
JKU3HB I10 IIOPSAKY, C Hayasa, C IeTCTBa, KakK Bce
COJILETCS B OIMH KaKOU-HUOYIb JeHb, B OJUH Ka-
KOU-HUOY/Ib Beuep, YaCcTO U He OTHOCSITUHCI K
IeTCTBY YU TAaKOH [aJIeKUi, TaKOM HEeHY>KHBIY,
YTO TOJBKO PYKOM MaxHeIllb. C TOCKOI MaxHYJI



PYKOM ABepKHH M Ha BCe CBOM 3HAHW, Ha BCe
CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH yMCTBEHHBbIE. "Bellb BOT Ka-
KOe 4yJo! - IyMaJl OH, - KW, KW, a HUYero He
IIOMHIO, HUYero He IIOHKUMal0..." [0BOPAT, HAIIPH-
Mep, UTO POAUJICI OH BOT TaM-TO M TOIZA-TO. A
4TO 3TO 3HAYUT - poAuica? He okasbIBaJIOCh Ja-
JKe IIOHMMaHUS COOCTBEHHOIO POXKIeHUs, He
OKasbIBaJIOChH Jla’kKe B HETr0 OILyTUTeJIbHOM! Bephl!
Bcerga 1 Bce TOBOPUJIM, UTO OTIIOM €ro ObLI BOT
TOT-TO, @ MaTephIo - BOT Ta-TO. Tellepb OH U 3TO-
My He BepHJ, U 3TOr0 He IOHMMaJ. OH BCHO
KHU3Hb CUUTaJl POAUTesIel CaMbIMU OJIU3KUMU
JIIOABLMU; HO, KOTZIa YMep OTell, OH COBEPIIEHHO
3a0BLJI ero, TOYHO TaK ’Ke, KaK ¥ MaTh: He TOJIbKO
JKaJleThb IlepecTas, a Jake JIMIJA OTIJOBCKOIO He
MOT $ICHO IIpeJICTaBUTH cebe. Tak cO/IM>KAJICI OH
Ha CBOeM BeKY U CO MHOTUMMU JIPYTHUMHU JIIOJLMU.
Ho 1 ux 3a0bLI - BOT KaK CHBI, HallpUMep, pasBe
MaJIo BUJeJl OH CHOB, a II0IIpoOy¥i-Ka, BCIIOMHU
ux!

ToJIBKO [ajieKue CyMepKU Ha peke, TaJIeKyro
BCTpeuy CBOIO C TOM MOJIOZOM, MIJIOH, KOTOpas
PaBHOAYIITHO >KaJIOCTHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero Te-
Iepbp CTapyeCKHMMH IJla3aMM, OIIYTUTeJIbHO
IIOMHMUJI OH [1a SICHO BUJEJI JIUIIO SOYEePH.



VIII

U e1re Mecdly IIpoliies, ¥ IPUOJIHU3UIIOCH Bpe-
Ms1 IIPUHECTH 3TOT TOPBKUM U CJIaJKUH 00pOK
oory.

OceHp HacTymmaa paHo. 3aMy4YeHHEIN XO0JIO-
JaMH, CTapOM OZeXXI0M, IIPOJIEXKHAMHU U CYXUMU
paHaMM Ha JIOKTSAX, ABepKHUM TOJIBKO T0JI0BOM
KayaJl, pasyMmesi CMepTh:

- Hy 1 HopoBucTa! He JOK/IHYeIlhCs!

Mup OH IIO-TIpe’KHeMY BHJeJI TOJbKO B BO-
poTa- BHIeJ TOJBKO KPOXOTHBIM KYyCOYeK
OTPOMHOM KapTUHEI. III1K 110 TOPU30HTY 3a 00-
Ha)KeHHBIMH JIO3MHKaMU Bce OeJieBIIIHe, BCe XO-
JiofeBIIMe obJiaKa. YMUpas, BBICOXJIU U IIOTHUIN
Tpaskl. IIycTo U rosio craso rymHo. CTtasia BUIHA
CKBO3b JIO3UHKU MeJIbHUIIA B OeCIIPUIOTHOM IIO-
Jie. JIo’KIb II0OPOM CMEHSJICS CHEIOM, BeTep I'y/esl
B JIbIpax PUTH 3JI0 ¥ XO0JIOJHO. ABEPKHU TYIIO 1y-
MaJ:

- EmeT oceHb Ha IIeroi KOOLLIE...

A B uepHBEIe, JIeIIHbIE U MOKpPBIEe HOUH, KOIa
TOJIBKO paMa BOPOT MYTHBIM H HEIIOABMKHBEIM
IIpU3paKoM CTOsIa Ilepej HUM, CBUHIT0BO IJIsAe-
Jla Ha Hero, eMy OBLJIO )KYTKO. IlepeiiTH Ke B U3-
0y OH He pelajcd: 3HaJ, 4YTO 3aJ0XHETCHd B



IIEPBYI0 Ke HOYb - ¥ YMPeT My4YUTEeJIbHO.

Pas mpucHuIICH eMy TaKOM COH. OUeHb XO0JIO[I-
HO, HU3KHe TY4YH BJAIH HaJ, 3eJIeHsIMH, HaJl JKeJl-
TO-KpaCHOM IpsfoM Jieca 3a HUMH. Bosje rpss-
HOM [IOPOTH efleT OH CaM - JPeBHUMU, JJIMHHOBO-
JIOCBIM, AJIMHHOHOTHM, B AJIMHHOM IIOJIyIIyOKe
Ha HCCOXIIeM [IMHHOM TeJle W IIOTaJIKUBaeT
JlalITeM IIeryl0 KOOBIJIEHKY, IJTYOOKO BSISHYIIYIO
B CBIPOM 3eMJle, KOMaMH{ BBIBOPaYUBAIOIIYIO 3e-
JleHs. HarHas ero 6apCcKHiM cTapocTa BepXoM, Ha
ceJlsIe, MOJI4a, 3JI00HO fasl eMy B AyIy. OH, ABep-
KHUH, MOJIYa, JIETKO CheXaJl CO CIIMHBI KOOBILIBI
BMeCTe C apMsAKOM, Ha KOTOPOM CH/IeJI, II0BAJIHJI-
Cs1 Ha KOJIEHH, CHSJI TsDKeJIYIO IITAIIKy C JIBICOM I'0-
JIOBBI, CTaJI IUIaKaTh, IIPOCUTDH IIPOIIEHHUs, TOBO-
PHUTB, UTO OH IVIyX, CTap, cJab, efleT K JOYepH...
OckasuB 3yOBl, CTapOCTa CTaJI JPaTh ero KHyTOM
II0 YeM II0IIaJIO, - ¥ OT 6O0JIM U OT yrKaca ABepKHUHA
IIPOCHYJICSA BeChb B cje3ax. M o paccBeTa Jieskall,
IJIs[ieJI Ha CBUHIIOBBIN IIPU3paK BOPOT, YyBCTBO-
BaJI, YTO 3aMHpaeT, 6beTCs II0CIeJHUM TOPOILIH-
BBIM 060€eM ero MCTOMJIEHHOe Cepjlie, X He IIOHHU-
MaJl, - COH JIM 3TO OBLJI, UJIK caMa 3eMHas KU3Hb
ero, CJIMBIIAACA B TY TOCKY, B TO TOpe, C KOTOPBIM
OH BO CHe ITOBAJIMJICSI IIepef CTapOCTOM Ha KO-



JIEHKH. U, BEITHpast MOKpOe OT CJIe3 JIUII0, 3aCMe-
S7ICSL ¥ TBEPJL0 CKa3aul cebe:

- Het! Ilepeiimy B u30y! 3aJ0XHYCh - TyJa U
Iopora...

A HayTpo ¥ IIOHEBOJIE IIPHUIIIOCHL IIEPEXO-
IUTh. BHesaIrHo Irpunwia suMa. 1 )KusHe B ABep-
KHH BCIIBIXHYJIA eIlle pas.

AX, B 3uMe OBLJIO JaBHO 3HAKOMOe, BCerja pa-
IOoBaBlllee 3UMHee UyBCTBO! IlepBEIil CHeT, IIep-
Bag MeTesb! 3abeJiesld 110JIsA, IIOTOHYJIU B HeEH -
3abuBaricd Ha IoJrofia B U30y! B OeJIbIX CHeX-
HBIX II0JIIX, B MeTeJIH - IJIYIlb, TUUb, - a B U30e -
VIOT, IIOKOM. YHCTO BBEIMETYT yXaOHCThle 3eMJI-
HBbIe I10JIb], BBICKPeOyT, BBIMOKOT CTOJI, TEeIlJIO BI-
TOIIAT IIeYb CBeKel COJI0MOM - XOpOoIIo!

W mour mpuexasa. "TOUHO IIOYYATIO ee Cepf-
Ie", - mogyMaJj ABepKHH, X0Td B 3HAJI, YTO IIPH-
exajla OHa K IIo/ipyre Ha Crosop. besoil Kypoit
HecJIo HaJl lepeBHeMH, y6essisa ee, THUIYI0 U TeM-
Hy0. Besbl OBIIM KOCOTOpPHI U 6Oepera peKH -
TOJILKO CaMa PeKa, ellle He 3aCThIBIIIAs, YepHeJIa,
U 110 Hel ellle IJIaBaJIu OeJsible T'YCU. A B CeHIIax
U305l CTOSLJIA [0Yb, Becesiasl U KpacuBas. Terepb
el CoBCeM He JKaJIKO OBLIO OTIIa, - Beb BCE PaB-
HO eMy He BCTaThk. OCeHBI0 yMepJIa ee JeBOYKaA -



3TO CHOBa CAeJajJi0 ee MOJIOAOM M CBOOOITHOM.
Crapyxa roToBmja Ha Hapax II0CTeJb ABEPKHIO.
U moub >KjaJia ee, YTOOBI UATHU 3a OTLIOM, Ha PO3-
BaJIbHAX IlepeTaCKUBaTh ero B U30y.

[IpuexaB, OHa CKHHyJa IIYyOKy, CKHHYyJa
II1aJIb C TOJIOBRI Ha IUIEYH M CTOsJIa Ha II0pore B
CeHIIax. B pacKphITYIO IBeph HeCJIO cepebpucToi
IIbLIBI0. OHA CTOsIA B TOIyOOM IIIEPCTSHOM ILIa-
Thbe, OT KOTOPOIr0 XOPOILIO, AYIIKMCTO ITaxsyo. Ha
BOJIOCAX ee 6yIecTe/IM OCTUHKH cHera. CocelCKHUMA
TEeJIEHOK JIe3 B CeHIlbl. OHa HeCKOJLKO pas BEI-
rHaJIa ero, II0TOM BBICKOYMJIA Ha Iopor. Eif Kasa-
JIOCh, UTO OHa OIIATh KUBET I0Ma, Y OQTIOIIKHU C
MAaTyIIIKOMH, eBKoM. Ee pasoBasio, YTo OHa 3HaeT
4Yer 3TO TeJIEHOK M KOMY HY)KHO KPHKHYTH O
HeM.

- Mu1ka, poguMert; Te6st paciinbu! - KpUKHY-
Jla OHAa, BBICKAKHBasg Ha IIOPOr ¥ PaAysdach, UTO
MOJKeT, KaK CBOs, TYTOLIHSAS, He 00HIHO pyraTh-
cd. - 51 3a TBOMM OBIKOM T'OHATHCA He CTaHYy!

B ceHIIBI, I'PBI3A IIOACOITHYXH, BOIILIA IIOAPYTA,
Ta, Ha 4Yel CroBOp OHA IIpHexasa, JeBKa Cephes-
Has, C IIMPOKUMHU YepPHBIMU OPOBSIMH, TOXKEe Ha-
psOKeHHas, B HOBOM OOJIBIIIOM ILIATKe CTaIbHO-
IO IIBeTa C CepeOPUCTHIMU JIUCThIMU.



- [ToiimeM GaTIOIIKY IIePEBO3UTH, - TOPOILIUBO
CKasajla ed [o4Yb ABepKHd. - CoBCceM IIOMHPAET,
3a II0IIOM BeJieJI UTHUTE...

ABepkuH, BO30OYKIEeHHBIM U OGECCOHHOU HO-
4Ybl0, U IIePBOM MeTeJsIbl0, U I1epeX0/ioM B HU30Y -
0JIM3KOM CMePTBIO, - JIe)KaJl B PO3BAIbHAX U CIIy-
mraj, Kak XOJIOLHO, II0-SUMHeMYy IIIYMHT BeTep,
HeCyIui 6esible XJIOIIbs, KaK IIYPIIUT CYX0U pe-
IIETHUK, CKBO3b KOTOPBHIM [yeT OH. ABepKUU
APO>KaJl, eXKHUJICA B CBOEM HMCTePTOM IIOJIYIIyOKe,
HaKPBITHIN [JId Tellla IIeTMMHU II0IIOHaMH, U BCe
Ha/IBUTaJI Ha JIOCHALIUMCS 106 CBOIO IJIyOOKYIO
mIanky. JIMmo y Hero OBLIO >KAyIllee, HO IJIasa,
OoJIbIIIMe, IIOTEMHEeBIIIHe, HUYero He BhIparkaJlH.
OH caM, CBOMMU CHJIaMH, LIATAsACh U NIbsIHes OT
ciabocTty, Iepebpasica U3 Tejleld Ha PO3BaJIbHU
U C AeTCKUM [I0BOJIBCTBOM AyMaJl: IIPUAYT, YTO-
OBI IlepeKJIaJbIBaTh €ro, - aH y Hero y’>K Bce TOTO-
BO, TOJIBKO 3a OIJ100JIM 6epuch... BApyT paspasics
3BOHKUM I'0JI0C JOYepH:

- baTromka! JKuB?

Jloub, YBH[A €ro, BHe3allHO 3aIlIaKasa, TaK
BeJIUK U JIpeBeH II0KasaJICd el 3TOT KHUBOH IIO-
KOMHUK, C OCTaTKaMH >KHUJKHUX BOJIOC, OTPOCIINX
[0 IUIeY, B IlIAIIKe, CTaBIIEeM OT BETXOCTH Ka-



KUM-TO BBICOKMM IIIJIBIKOM, BPOJie CKYQbHU, U B
IJIMHHOM apMsKe, IIBeTa CyXOr0 PKaHOTo XJeba,
IoBepx IoJylry6ka. OH II030poBaJicd C HeH
4yTh CJIBIIIHO. U, OIIyCTUB TIJjIa3a, 0HA IIOYTH 6e3
IIOMOIITY IIO/IPYTH IOTAalllMIa PO3BAJIbHU K U3be.
" 1o 6eJIOCHEXHOMY IIOKPOBY IIOTSHYJIHCH OT
pUru 10 KU30BI [Be YEPHBIX II0JIOCHI TpaypHbIN
cjIef, II0JI03b€EB, BCE JIETO CTOSIBIIINX Ha BJIAKHOU
3eMIe.

IX

Ha nBope cu3es CyMepKH, HO ellle CBETJIO
OBLIO0, 6es10 OT cHera. A mM3ba y)Ke HaIlOJHSIACh
CyMepKaMH.

B cymepKy, Bechb B CHery, Harubasicb Ha II0PO-
re HU3KOMH JIBepH, BOIlles B 130y CBSAIIeHHUK.

- I'me oH TyT y Bac? - 60/Ipo KPUKHYJI OH, U TO-
JIOC ero pasfajics, Kak IroJIoc caMoi CMepTH.

B TuxoM cTpaxe BCTajla C JIaBKH CTapyxa.
(Joub, He mAymas, 4TO KOHeI] OTIAa TaK OJIM30K,
yIIIa Ha CrOBOP). YIIMpPasAch APOKalllUMH pyKa-
MU, IPUIIOAHAICI U caM ABEpPKHM U 3aMep B
O’KHUJIaHWH, KaK BCTaBIINM U3 rpoba. B TeMHOTe
MepTBEeHHO-0JIeZJHO CHUHEJIO ero yKacHoe JIUIIQ.
B3r/IsIHYyB Ha Hero, CBSIIeHHUK II0HU3WJI T'0JI0C U
OBICTPO, C UCITYTOM, TAKUM TOHOM, TOUHO BOIIIE]



B 130y ellle KTO-TO, TOT, [i/I1 KOTO BCe 3TO U JieJIa-
JIOCB, - caM 60T Kak OyATo, - CKa3aJl:

- [lTarky-To, MIanIKy-T0 CHUMU!

ABepKUH CTAIIUII ee, II0JIOXKUII Ha KOJIEHH...

IToToM 3aTemIMIacCh KeJITBIM OTOHBKOM BOC-
KOBag CBeya.

HcrnoBeoBaBIINCh, IIPHUYACTHBIIUCE, ABep-
KHUH YyTh CJIBIIITHO CIIPOCHII:

- batromka! Hy, Kak II0-BaIleMy, - BBl 3TO [ie-
JIO XOPOIIIO 3HAETE, - eCTh y>K OHAa BO MHe?

W cBAIlEHHUK OTBETHUJI €My IPOMKO H IIO-
CIIeIIHO, II0YTH I'py6o:

- EcTp, ecTh. ITopa, cobupaiics!

He riapg Ha cTapyxy, OH IIOMMaJll ee PyKy, B
KOTOpPOHM y>X JaBHO OTIIOTeJ IIPHUTOTOBJIEHHBIN
IBYIPUBEHHBIM, U IIOCIIEIITHO IIIarHyJI 3a IIOPOL.
Crapyxa, IIepeKpeCTHUBIINCDH, II0JO0IIlJIa K HapaMm
U CTaja, IIoAIrpas PYKOM II060pOJO0K, HAarJIsd-
IOBIBAsChH B IIOCIeJHUN pas Ha TOro, KOI0 OHa TakK
MaJIo BHjes1a IIpH >KU3HU. "Ilopa, mopa!"” - KpHK-
HYJI Ha HEro CBAIIeHHUK. I OH IIOKOPHO JIeT Ha
CIIMHY, 3a’KaB CBeYy B KOCTJIABBLIX IIAJIbIIAX.
Cepparie ero Mjiesio, TasIo - OH ILIBLI B TYMaHe, B
IIpeICMepTHOM 3bI6U. JKeJTHI ApOo’Kalliiii CBET
CKOJIb3UJI II0 €ro IIleIleJIbHBIM I'y6aM, CKBO3UB-



UM B PeJKUX ycaxX, II0 GJyecTdineMy OCTPOMY
HOCY, II0 OOJIBIIIUM JIKJIOBBIM $I6JI0KaM 3aKpbl-
TBIX IJ1a3. UyBCTBYS UbIO-TO GJIM30CTh, OH CIeJiajl
HaJi COO0M yCHJIME - XOTeJI UYTO-TO CKa3aTh U IIPU-
OTKPHITE IJ1a3a. Ho TOJILKO IPOTHYJIO €ro JIMIIO.
MokeT, ero IyrajJ ¥ 6eCIOKOWJI 3TOT CBeT, 3Ta
yepHasg Aporkalliasg ThMa, HallOMUHAoIas Iiep-
KOBB? U cTapyxa, AymMasd, - 4TO 0 KOHIIA ellle [a-
JIEKO, TUXO0 BBIHYJIA CBeUy U3 PYK ABepKUd U, Oy-
HYB Ha Hee, CeJjla BO3JIe HeTo.

U B TUIIIUHE, B TEMHOTe ABEPKHUIO CTaJIO JIer-
ye. [IpencraBuiicsa eMy JIETHUH IeHb, JIETHUHN Be-
Tep B 3eJIeHBIX IIOJIAX, KOCOTOp 3a CeJIoOM W Ha
HeM - ero Moruiaa.. KTo 3To Tak 3BOHKO M TakK
JKYTKO KPUUUT, IIPUUYUTAET HaJl Hel0?

- PoguMBIM THI MOM 0aTIOIIKa, UYTO >K ThHI cebe
CAyMaJl, UTO ThI HaJ, HaMU czesan? KTo K 6yzer
HaMU ITeYaJIUuThCs, KTO Oy/ieT 3a60TUTHCI? Pomu-
MBI Thl MOU OaTIOIIKa, S IIJIa MHUMO BaIllero
IBOpa: HUKTO MeHs He BCTPeTUJI, HUKTO He IIPU-
BeTu1! S, 6bIBasIO, 6aTIOIIKA, Uy MUMO Bac - ThI
MeHs BCTpedaelllb, Thl MeHS IIpUBeUaellb! VK
Thl TPSIHb, TPOMYIIEK, IIPOCBETHUCS, MOJIOHBS,
paccrymucsa, MaThb cbIpa 3eMid! YK BEI AVHETE,
BeTphl OyHHBIE, BBl pasAyiTe 30JI0TYIO IIapyy,



pacraxHuTe MOBO 6AQTIOIIKY!

- AX, 9TO Mo4b! - IofyMasnl ABepKHUI C pazo-
CTBI0, C HE)KHOCTBIO, C 3aTpeleTaBllleil B IPyAH
CJIaJKOU HaZeKI0U Ha UTO-TO...

VMep OH B TUXOM, TeMHOU u30e, 3a OKOIIIeU-
KOM KOTOpPOM CMYyTHO OeJiesI IIepBBIM CHeI, TaK
HECJIBIIIHO, YTO CTapyXa U He 3aMeTHJIa.

Kampmu. 22. 11. 1913



