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Mwuxann Hukonaesn4 BonkoHckuiA

KHa3b Hukuta depopoBuy

B 1iepBrIit ToM Co6paHUsl COUMHEHUIN HeKOIZla U3BEeCTHO-
T0, a HbIHe IMPaKTUYeCKH 3a0BITOT0 paMaTypra U 6eJiie-
TprucTa M.H.BosikoHCKOT0 (1860-1917) BKIIFOUEHBI UCTOPU-
YyecKUe pOMaHBbL.

"Kus13p HukuTta ®elopoBUY" IOBECTBYET O Cy/IbOe 0THOTO
U3 IIpPeIKOB aBTOpa. [leficTBHe poMaHa IIPOUCXOIUT B TOT
Iepuof, Korjga AHHa MoaHHOBHA - BHaudajle TepILIOTHHS
KypasHpckas - CTaHOBUTCS POCCUMCKOM UMITepaTpUIIEN.

Cro’keT poMaHa "3alMCKHU IIpajiefia” pasBoOpavyMBaeTCsa B
caMOM KOHIIe ITapcTBOBaHUA ExaTepuHsl 11, a IoBecTByeT
poMaH o cyZbbe M0JIOZ0T0 YesioBeKa, BTTHYTOI'0 B BOJ0BO-
POT [BOPIIOBBIX MHTPUT U JAPYTUX HEBEPOSTHBIX IIPOUC-
I1eCTBUM.
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UACTb NEPBAA

"Tel 3awuwyan, I'ocnodu, des10 dywu moetl,
UCKYNA HCUSHD MOIO".
"IIna4 Hepemuu", ea. 111, cm. 58.

I
MUTABA

Ho BoJIe Tocygaps KHA3bs Hukura ®emopoBUY
BosikoHCcKull ObL1 3amucaH B IIpeo6pakeH-
CKHH IIOJIK ¥ OTIIPaBJIeH B YMCJIe IPYTHX MOJIO-
IbIX JIIOJled 3a rpaHULly [JId 00ydeHUs pasHbIM
HayKaM U ucKyccTBaM. OH 6e30CTaHOBOYHO eXaJl
MopeM ot IleTep6ypra 1o Pury, oTKyza AoJDKeH
ObLJI IIPOAOJDKATH IIyTellleCTBHE Ha JIOLIA/AX, Ha-
npaBJisgiack B KypisaHaur, Ha MUuTasy.

/[lBa roma ToOMy Hasaj Pura, craBIIasiCs Pyc-
CKOMY OPY>KHIO, BOIIJIa y>Ke B COCTaB PocCCHid-
CKOM HMIIEpUH, U, COIJIACHO [JAaHHOMY IjapeM
IIPUKa3aHUI HU MUHYTHI He OCTaHAaBJIUBATHCA B
npepesnax Poccuu, Hukura PefopoBHY HE MOT
MeIIIKaTb B 3TOM ropojge. ToJibKo B MuUTaBe MOT
OH OT/JOXHYTh.

OH oCTaHOBMJICA 3[eCh y TOBapHIIa CBOEro



IeTcTBa YepeMsuHa, 3aHMMABIIIETO, II0 CBOEMY
IIPUBOPHOMY IIOJIOKEHHI0, HeOOJIbIIYI0 KBap-
THUPY B CaMOM 3aMKe KeTyiepoB, CIy>KUBILIEM pe-
3UeHIIMEeN IreplIOrMHU KypissHICcKOM.

UepeMsuH, pa3bUTHOM MOJIOLOU UesIOBeK, I10-
ObIBaBIIUM 3a rpaHUIlel, B Ilaprke, )KUBO BIIU-
TaJl B ce6s1 BepXU eBpOIIeMCKOM 06pa3oBaHHOCTU
U IIOKPBUICA JIaKOM BHEIIHEro IIPUINYUS, CO-
3JAHHOIO IleIIeTUIbLHBIM 3TUKETOM OJIeCTSIIEro
nBopa JirogoBuka XIV. 3To 6BLIIO BCE, UTO OH BbI-
HeC U3 CBOero npe6GbIBaHUs 3a IPaHUIIEH; BIIPO-
4eM, OH IIpUBe3 C CO00I0 OTTy/a TaKKe HeCKOJIb-
KO AIIIUKOB KHUT, KPaCHUBO IIepeIlyIeTeHHBIX, HO
He IIPOYUTAHHBIX.

Ha fmpyroi1 ke IneHb CBOero Iipuesysa B Mu-
TaBy BOJIKOHCKUI IT06BIBAJI Y PYCCKOTO pe3u/ieH-
Ta B KypigHauu becTy’keBa, cCuIox0 Iaps Ilerpa
YIIPaBJIAIOIIET0 BCEM IepIlOIrCTBOM, COIJIACHO BO-
Jie CBOero rocyzaps.

BecTyXeB, K KOTOPOMY y KH5I31 HUKUTEI OBI-
JIO peKOMeHJiaTeJlbHOe IHUCbMO U3 IleTepOypra,
IIPUHSJI ero JIaCKOBO, IIPUIJIACUII K cebe Ha obef,
paccIpocuI 0 IeTepOyprcKUxX 3HaKOMBIX, O TOCY-
Zape, 0 IBOpe U TYT >Ke IIpe/iCTaBUJI CBOEU [J0Ue-
pu ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe.



B roctuHOM becTyxeBa IIaxyl0 KAaKHMH-TO
O4YeHb CUJIBbHBIMH, [O/DKHO OBITh, BOCTOUHBIMU
KypeHUsIMH, CTOosiyIa 30JI0Tast Mebesib, 06UTasi Io-
JIyObIM IITOGOM, U OJiecTesI, KaK 3epKaJio, BBLIIO-
IIIeHHBIN, HATEePTHIM BOCKOM napkeT. Kua3p Hu-
KUTa BUJAJ POCKOIIbL, BUJAJ 6oraTble AoMa B
[TeTep6ypre, HeJaBHO BHIpOCIIEM Ha 60JI0Tax, U
B MockBe, HO TaM ObLIO BCe [1aJIeKO He TO, UTO
31echb. He OBLI0 9TOH 6JIeCTSIEeH YHCTOTEI, OT/IE-
JIAHHOCTH, 3aKOHUEHHOCTH KM BMeCTe C TeM Ka-
JKYILeHCs IIPOCTOTHL.

MouJiozas X03511Ka ;oMa ToXKe Kasalach BOBCe
He II0X0Kel Ha TeX, BEeYHO POO6eBIIUX U 00gB-
IIIUXCA B3IVIAHYTH, He TOJIBbKO TOBOPUTH, MOJIO-
IObIX JIeBYIIEeK, IIOJHBIX U PYMSHBIX, KOTOPBIX
Huxkura ®emopoBUY BHUAJ 0 CUX IIOP. becTyKe-
Ba He TOJIbKO He po6eJia IIpej HUM, HO, HaIIpo-
THUB, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO CaM. C Ka’KIBIM CJI0BOM
Bce OoJibllle W OoJIbIlle pobeeT IIpel HE U He
CMeeT IIOJHATH CBOHU IJIasa, IJIYII0 yCTaBUBIIIHE-
€1 Ha MaJIeHbKYIO, IIJIOTHO OOTAHYTYI0 YYJIKOM,
TOYEHYI0 HOJXKKY [eBYIIKH, CMeJIO BBIIJITHYB-
LITYI0 U3-TI07, JIOBKO CIIIMTOTO IIIeJIKOBOTO IJIATh.

BOJIKOHCKHUI He 3HaJI, KaK ¥ BOBpeMs JIA OH
BCTaJI, IIOKJIOHUJICI U BBIIIIEJI OCTOPO’KHO, UTO0



He IIOCKOJIb3HYTHLCS, CTyHas II0 IIapKeTy. BEIXO-
Isl, OH PeIlwI, 4To OoJbllle He moefeT K becTy-
JKeBY.

— T&I 1TOHHMMaeIlb, — cKa3aJjl OH B TOT >Ke Be-
yep UepeM3HHy, — UTO MHe 37[eCh ¥ Bac He Hpa-
BUTCA? BUIUINE 1K, BOJIU HeT, IIPOCTOPa, BCe TYT
cKaTo. Bor 1 moma. OHH, OXKaJIyd, U 6GOJIbIIIe
HaIllUX MOCKOBCKHX, a BCe-TaKM KaK-TO IaBIT;
He XOpoMEI OHH... Tak u Bce. /[Bopels BOT...

— 3aMOK, — II0IIpaBUJI YepeM3UH.

— Hy, saMo0K, uTO JH... THl IIOCMOTpPH: OKO-
IIIeYKH y3eHbKUe, CTeHBI TOJICTBIE, PBBI, BaJIbI
KpyroM. /la 4 JIFO[IU TOXKe, CKaXy Tebe, Bce B cebs
C’KaJIMCh, TOYHO BeChb MHUP OHU TOJIBKO U eCTh,
TOYHO BCe CYIIeCTBO KU3HU OHU IPUTIHYIU K
cebe, ma u cmaBUIH ero. PasBe Tak, 6e3 BOJIH,
IIPOKUBEIIL?

— JTO ThI, JOJDKHO OBITH, C JOPOTH yCTaJI, MOU
MWIBIA, — BO3pasui YepeMsuH. — A, BIIPOUeM,
ecJId JKeJlaelllb IIPOCTOpPA, BBIHMAU IIOTYJIATH 3a
ropoj: TaMm, 6paT, TakKod YK IIPOCTOP — IIpe-
JIeCTh...

—UYro X, U NOWAY, — corjiacuyicid BOJKOH-
CKHUU, — a TO 3[eCh IIPOCTO AYIIHO... THl He II0M-
Jelllb? — CIIPOCHJI OH y’>Ke CO IIUIAIIOM ¥ TPOCTBIO



B pYKax.
YepeM3UuH 3eBHYJI, 3aKUHYJI PyKY 3a TOJIOBY U

OTPHUIlATEJbHO IT0KayaJl TOJI0BOM.

— Hy, Tak 1 oguH 1ouny.

— CMoTpH, He 0OII03fail BepHYThLCI — IIOC/IE
3aKaTa B 3aMKe IIOJHUMYT MOCT, — KPpUKHYJI Ye-
pPeM3UH eMy BCJIIE[,

Briiiig 13 3aMKa, BOJIKOHCKHIT HallpaBUJICH
IIPSHO B II0JIE II0 IIEPBOM IIOIIABIIIEMCS TOPOTe.

Beuep 6b1L1 TUX U IIpeKpaceH. C JIyTOB BeslIO
3aIlaXxOM CKOIIIeHHOTO CeHa, U JBIIIAaJI0Ch JIETKO.
CosiHIIE CagUIOCh, OKpallnuBas HEOOCKIOH HeX-
HBIMH KpackaMUd TO OTHEHHOIO, TO >KeJITOBa-
TO-6JIeJHOTO 3aKaTa. BOJIKOHCKHUM, HCIIBITHIBAS
0COOeHHOe HaCJaXK[IeHHe II0pasMIThCSI II0CJIe
CHUJIeHbS B HEYJIOOHOM 3KUIIaXKe, I1eJI, 00BATHIN
IIpesIecThIO 9TOTO JIETHEIO Beyepa.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO BpeMeHU OH OCTaHOBUJICH,
4TOOBI IIepeBeCcTH AyX. C3au OTKPBLICI eMy BUJ
Ha IUJIOCKYI0, OKPY’KeHHYI0 3eJleHbI0 MuUTasBy, C
ee [UIMHHBIMU IINUIIAMU JHOTEPaHCKUX IIEPK-
Bed U CHUJIYITOM TEMHOTO 3aMKa. UepelnyHbIe
KPOBJI IOMOB, OKpPY>KeHHbIe TeMHO-3eJIeHbIMU
KyILllaMU JlepeB, PYMSIHUINUCH KOCBIMHU JIydaMU
3aKaTa, 0TPa’kaBIIerocs C 9TOM CTOPOHEI B U3TU-



6ax peKH, Ipo3pavyHOU U CBETJION.

Brajiexe, y KOHIJa pacCTH/IABIIENCS OT HOT
Huxute! PefopoBUYa IIPSIMOM, Cy>KUBABIIIENCS K
TOPOJY OPOTH CKaKaJIX HEeCKOJIBKO JIOIIazei.

Briepenu pgpyrux Hukura ®eropoBUY pasriisd-
ZleJ aMasOHKy, KOTopas IIOATOHsIA XJIBICTOM
CBOIO U 6€3 TOr0 CKaKaBIIYIO IIIMPOKUM TaI0II0M
00JIBIITYI0 Cepylo JIolaab. OcTaJbHBIE, BUTUMO,
efZiBa MOIJIU CJIeZj0BAaTh 3a Hero. Ha aMa3oHKe ObI-
JIO TeMHO-3eJIeHOe IITUPOKOoe IIIaThe C bGapXaT-
HOI0 KpPaCHOI HAKHJKOM, KpacUBO pa3BeBaBIlIe-
I0Cd Ha Xopny Jjolnazy. OHa 6BICTPO IIPUOIIIKA-
Jlach II0 JI0pore, IIOAbIMas OTATOIeHHYI0 Beuep-
HeI0 CHIPOCTBIO IBLIL. EIlle HECKOJIBKO CEKYH], U
Huxkura ®eopoBUY y3HAT B HEU beCcTyKeRBy.

Oy y3HaJ ee, XOTd Tellepb OHa ObLiIa COBCEM
IpyTrolo, yeM TaM, y cebs moma. OHa chepskasa
y>Ke CBOIO JIOILIaAh U BIIOJIOO0OPOTa pasroBapuBa-
Jla C HarHaBIIIUM ee PYCCKUM JParyHCKUM 0QU-
nepoMm. TOT IIOJHABIIUCH Ha CTpeMeHax U II0-
UTHUTEJBbHO CKJIOHUBIIMCH BIIepefl, CIyIIal ee,
Kak OBbI TOPZsACH CBOE cobeceHUIIEN.

BOJIKOHCKMI HUKOTZA ellle He BUAAJI TaKOH
IeBYIIKU. TyT He KpacoTa, He CTPOMHOCTD, He IYy-
CThle OPOBU M OBICTPBIE OOJIBIIIHE IJjIa3a IIPUTH-



TMBaJIM K Hel; HeT, OHa BCA JbIIIaJa KaKOI0-TO
0C00€HHOI0, YapyHIlel0 IIpesiecTbio. OHa JIETKO
U CBOOOJIHO CHfiesIa B Ce/ljle, BUSHUMO, yBepeHHas
He TOJIBKO B KaK[JOM CBOEM /[IBIJKEHUU, HO U B
TOM, YTO Ka’K[o0e 3TO [ABIDKEHHEe XOPOIIo KM Kpa-
CHBO, IIOTOMY YTO B Hell Bce OBLIO XopolIo. Hu-
KHATa PeopoBUY CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, 3a0bIB TO CMY-
IIleHre, KOTOPOe HKCIBITBIBAJI IIPHU IIePBOM 3Ha-
KOMCTBe, — 3a0BIB IIOTOMY, UTO Tellepb IIpef
HUM 6blIa He BecTy)KkeBa, He [J0Yb Ba>KHOTO Ca-
HOBHHKa Morydero IleTpa, HO YHCTOe, He 3Jelll-
Hee, He3eMHOe CYIIeCTBO, Ha KOTOPOe MOI pasio-
BaTbCAd BCAKHUM JKUBYIIUKU. A OHa, He 3aMeTHB
Iake BOJIKOHCKOrO, yrapyia JIoIagb U IIpoMya-
JIach ObICTpee IIPeXKHETO.

OH 11o111€s1 06PaTHO B TOPOJ, 6O/IBIIINUMH II1aTa-
MH. OH, KOHEYHO, He MOI 3HaTb, KaKoe y Hero
OBLIIO B 3TO BpeMsd 6J1a’KeHHOe, PaZiloCTHOe JIHIIO,
¢ 6JIeCTeBIIMMH IJIa3aMH U CUACTIUBOIO YJIBIO-
KOI0, HO, PajysiCh, YyBCTBOBAJI BO BCEU I'PYAU Ka-
KOU-TO HEOOBbSICHUMBIU TPeEIeT U HeyIep>KUMYI0
ypaib. Telleps Bce KasaJoCh yrKe IIPeKPaCHBIM.
Jla>ke XOJIOLHEIE, MpayHble CBOJABI 3aMKa IIOJIY-
UMM HEKOTOPYI0 IIPUBJIEKATeJIbHOCTh, U HUKU-
Ta Pe0pOBUY YAUBJIAICS JIUIID, KaK IIPEeKIe OH



He 3aMmeyvasl, UTO Bce B MuTaBe TakK XOpPOIIO0 U
IIPUATHO.

Ero ormesq OBLI OTJIOXKEH Ha HeOIpeJesIeH-
HOe BpeMd. BripoueMm, 3TO CIYUYMIOCH KaK-TO Ca-
MO €06010. OH IIPOCTO He IIPHUKasbIBaJ CBOEMY
CTapUKYy ciayre JIaBpeHTHIO YKJIAABIBATh Bellly, a
TOT He HAaIllOMUHaJI. YepeM3UHy TOXKe He IIPUXO-
IHWJIO B TOJIOBY CHeJjlaTh CBOEMY I'OCTHO TaKOe Ha-
IIOMHHAHHe, M BOJIKOHCKHI ocTaBaJjicI B Mu-
TaBe, 3a0bIB, YTO JOJ/DKEH OTIIPABUTHLCS JaJIbIlle
10 IIPHUKAa3y I'PO3HOr0 U He JIIOOUBIIIETO OCJIyIIIa-
HUd rocygaps.

BoJsIkOHCKUM IIpHexaJ] B MUTaBy B CMEIITHOM,
rpyboM HapsAe, HEIOBOPOTJIUBBIM, 3aCTeHYU-
BBIM U, MOXKET OBITh, a’kKe HEYKJIIO)KHU; HO BCe
9TO OBICTPO, KaK JIMIIHAA KOpa, yIlajJo C Hero,
6siaromapss BJIMSIHUIO OOCTaHOBKH, B KOTOPOM
OUyTHJICA KHA3b HUKHTa U KOTOpasi, BUAMMO, BO-
BCe He ObLIA Yy)K/la ero Ipupoje, BPOKIeHHbIM
4yTheM OTraZiaBIllei, YTO UMEHHO OBLJIO HY>KHO.

[IpuBeseHHbli u3 IleTepbypra IapajgHbII
KadpTaH U3 cepebpsIHOTO IJIa3eTa, PaCIIUTHIA Py-
KaMU KpPeIIoCTHBIX 30JI0TOIIBeeK 110 KapTe 30JI0-
TOI0 KaHUTEJIbI0, OUTHI0 U OJIeCTKAaMH, OKa3aJICcs
He TOJIbKO CKpPOEHHBIM He II0 MOoZe, HO U CHUZeJl



HAaCTOJIbKO HEYKJII0)Ke, UTO ero IIPUIIIOCH 3aMe-
HUTb HOBBIM, XOTd U 60Jiee IIPOCTHIM, HO 3aTO
6oJiee JIOBKUM M KpPaCHUBBIM. 3aTeM SIBUJIACh 6e3-
IHa MeJjio4yel, He3aMeTHO IIPUBUBIIUXCA K
BHeITHEN >KU3HU BOJKOHCKOro. UepeMsuH, Ha-
XO[id BCe 9TO COBEPIIEHHO eCTeCTBEHHEBIM, He 3a-
MeyaJl 3TOM IlepeMeHBl B KHs3e, TaK JKe, KaK U
OH CaM.

W3 pyccKHUX KHUI, IIPOUYMUTAHHEIX IIpeKIe
BOJIKOHCKMM, OH 3HAaJ, 4YTO ¢paHIly3bl "3eJio
Xpabpsl, HO HEBEPHBI U B 06eTaX CBOUX He Kpell-
KH, a IILIOT MHOI0", "KOp0JIeBCTBa aHIJIUKAHCKO-
T0 HeMIIbl KyIleyeCKre MOKTYPOBAaThHl, a IIBIOT
MHOTrO0". Jlajiblile 3TOr0 CBEIeHUs PYCCKUX KHUT
He pacopocTpaHsIuch. YepeMsHUH pacckasasl
KHA310 HukuTe mozpo6HO M 0 paHIly3aX, U O
IPYTUX HapoJaX, KOTOPBIX BHUZe. O TOM, Uero He
Bujes YepeMsuH, KHA3b HUKUTA Y3HABaJI U3 €Tr0
KHHT, U3 KOTOPBIX 0Ka3hkIBaJIOCh, UTO CBET BOBCE
He TaK HeOOBIKHOBEHEH, KaK OIIMCHIBAJIOCH B
PYCCKHX COUMHEHHSIX, F'OBOPUBIIUX "O JIHIAX,
KOH JKUBYT B MHJIEMCKOM 3eMJIe, CAaMHU MOXHATHI,
6e3 o06eux ryo, a MUTAITCA OT JpeBa U KOPEeHUs
IIaxy4dero, He eJdT, He IIBIOT, TOJIbKO HIOXAIOT Y,
IIOKaMeCT y HUX Te 3allaXy eCThb, II0 TO MeCTO U



SKUBYT".

— 3Haellb YTOo, — CKasaI OfHa’KAbl BOJIKOH-
CKH1 UepeM3HHY, OTPBIBAsACh OT HEMEIIKOM KHU-
I'Y, — BCe-TaKH MHe IIPe>KHer0 JKaJlb.

— Yero IIpe’XHero? — yAUBHIICA UepeM3HUH.

—/la BOT TOrO, YTO ONIHCBIBAETCSI B HAIIUX
KHUTrax... TaM ecThb TakKHe paccKasbl, HaIIpHUMep,
0 IIapCTBe JeBUYbEM...

— BoT B3mop! — ycMmexHyicsa UepeM3HH.

— MozxeT 6BITh, KOHEYHO, B3/10D. 51 BOT U3 O
HoU aTod "KocMmorpadpuu", — BOJKOHCKHUU KUB-
HyJI Ha KHUIY, — IIOHMMAaK0, YTO BCe 3TO —
B3J0p; 3TO-TO MHe H ’KaJb.. Heykesu Bce Ha
CBeTe TaK >Ke BOT IIPOCTO, KaK MBI C TO600?

— Bo-T1epBBIX, MBI C TO60X0 BOBCe He TaK IIPO-
CTBI, — OTBeTHJ YepeM3HH, XOTSA U He MHOTO YH-
TaBIIIUK, HO TeM He MeHee CIIOCOOHBIM IIOJZEp-
JKUBaThb BCSIKHUH PasroBOp, — KTO Tebe 3TO CKa-
3aJI? A BO-BTOPBIX, €CTh Ha CBeTe [JOBOJILHO Uy-
ZleCHOTO0 U 6e3 IeBUYbero 11apCcTBa.

BoJIKOHCKUM 3ayMascs.

— BoT, — HayaJ1 UepeMsHH, — I0C/Ie3aBTpa y
BecTy>xeBa OyzieT HeMell,...

— Kakoii HeMmeI? — cIIpocusl BOJIKOHCKHY,
4yBCTBYd, UTO IIPY UMEHH becTyKeBBIX KpackKa



OpocaeTcs eMy B JIUIIO.

— KyzecHUK-HeMell, 10 HEKOTOPOH CTeIlleHHU
0COOEHHBIH, CYyZd II0 pacckasaM. S OfuUH pas BO
dpaHIIMU BCTPeTHUJ IIOJ0OHOro 4desoBeka. OHU
nonagarwTcd. Eciu Tebd MHTepecyeT — IIOHeM
BMecTe. HeMmerr 3geck I1poesfioM. /la, OTYEro ThI
He ObIBaelllb Y BecTyxeBbIX? TaM pa3 Kak-To /ia-
JKe CIIpalIuBajIy 0 Tebe, — mo6aBUI UepeM3HH.

— KTo cropammBan? — He BEITEPIIET BOJIKOH-
CKHMH, TyT >Ke Jocaays Ha cebd 3a 3TO, IIOTOMY
4TO ellle MUHyTa — U €ro BOJTHEHHUE MOIJIO OBITh
3aMeTHO YepemsuHy. Ho TOT COBepIIIEHHO paB-
HOJZYIITHO OTBETHIL:

— IIpaBo, He IIOMHIO, KTO HIMEHHO, 3Hal0, UTO
TOBOPHJIH...

Ha sToM pasroBop IIpeKpaTHJICSd, HO BOJIKOH-
CKHMH TaK W 3aBOJIHOBAJICSI BeChb. OH JKHJI BCE 3TO
BpeMms, IIOJHBIM CBOMMH MeUYTaMH, B KaKOM-TO
BOCTOPKEHHOM COCTOSTHHH. OfHakKo, Korga Ye-
PeM3HH TaKMMH IIPOCTBIMH CJIOBAMH H TaKUM
PaBHOAYIIIHBEIM TI0OJIOCOM CKas3as, 4YTO OH, Bour-
KOHCKHM, MOJKeT IIONTH K becTy>xeBbIM, HUKHTA
de0pOBUY IIOYYBCTBOBAJI BAPYI 6€30TUYETHYIO
00s43Hb 3a CBO€ YYBCTBO, KaK OyATO OTTOrO, YTO
OH IIOH[ET TYZa, MOXKeT CIIYYUTHCSI WU UTO-HHU-



O0yab ykacHoe, wiad.. Hukura PenopoBud He
3HaJI, YTO CJEeJ0BajI0 33 ITUM «MIW». OH 3HATI
TOJIBKO, UTO CepZAlle ero 6beTcs, 1 KPOBb IIPUJIU-
BaeT K BUCKaM.

HecMoTpd Ha 3TO, Tellepk, II0CJIE PasroBopa C
UepeM3HUHBIM, OH CTPACTHO, CO BCe YBEJIMYHBAIO-
LITUMCS JKeJlaHWeM, Havasl KIaTh HasHaueHHOI'0
y becTy’keBEIX Beuepa.

I
KYOECHUK

I‘OCTI/I Che3KaIuCh, Korjga BoiskoHCKHEI ¢ Ye-
peM3UHBIM IIOAbeXajlu K oMy becTyxeBa.
Hukura ®eopoBUY II0 KpalHell Mepe yKe pas
CTO IIpeJCcTaBJIsAI cebe, KAK OH BOM/eT, KaK YBU-
IOUT o4b becTykeBa U Kak BOOOIIle BCe 3TO OY-
neT. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHaA BCTpeTHJIa €0 COBEp-
IIIEHHO IIPOCTO, PAaBHOAYIIHO OTBETHB Ha €ro
IJIyOOKUM, IIOYTUTEJbHBIN IIOKJIOH KHUBKOM IO-
JIOBBI, TAKUM JKe, KAaKUM OTBeTHIa YepeM3UHy U
BceM npyrum. Ho oT sToro, pasymeercs, oHa He
Cllesiajlach Xy’Ke; HAIIPOTHB, OHA OBLIa elre JIy4-
11e, yeM Boobpakasr Hukura ®egopoBud. U 3TOT
ee HeOpe)XHBIM IIOKJIOH OBLI BCe-TaKU ITOKJIO-



HOM, 0OpallleHHBIM K HeMy, U II0TOMY II0JIy4aJl
0COOEHHYIO IIpeJIeCTh.

[To3mopoBaBIIUCE C X03s1€BaMH, BOJIKOHCKUIT
CTaJI OIJIAABIBATE TOCTHUHYIO. Jlydllle BceX ObLIA,
pasyMmeetTcs, MoJIoJas XO03siKa. Bce Mosopmbie
JIFO[M, IIBIIIHO pas3ofeTsle, OBLIM BOKPYI Hee,
OCTaBJIAsA B CTOPOHE IIPOYUX aM, CKYYHO U BSJIO
CH/IeBIIMX B 30JI0UEHBIX KpecJax.

Jaxe cTapuku ob6eppaTsl, TOJICTBIE U COJIH-
HbIe, KOTOPBIe Jlep>Kak cebs O4eHb Ba’KHO U K
KOTOPBIM TO M [eJI0 IIOAXOAWI C JIH0Oe3HOIH
yJBIOKOM caM BecTy)keB, Ka3aloCh, paj0BaJIMCh,
IJI/11 Ha ero I04b, OCBeIl[aBIIyI0 Bce c06010. Of-
Ha TOJILKO MOJIOJAas jaMa B TEMHOM, He COBCEM
JIOBKO CIIIUTOM IIaThe CHZeJIa OTAeJIbHO Ha [IU-
BaHe, CABUHYB OPOBU HAJ[ JOBOJIbHO IIIUPOKO IIO-
CTaBJIEHHBIMHU IJIa3aMU U CJI0KUB I'yOBI B IIPH-
HY>K/IeHHYIO YJIBIOKY, JIEHUBO 0OOMaxHBaJIach Be-
epoM, Kak OBl He jKeJlad HU Ha 4TO obpaiarhb
BHUMaHUd. JTHU IIHMPOKO IIOCTaBJIEHHEIE IJIa3a,
yJIBIOKA, a IJIJaBHOE — POBHBIMN O0JIBIION IIPIMOM
HOC ¥ [iBa CIIyCKaBIIHeCs IIPAMO Ha JIOO JaMbI
3aBUTKAa HEIPHUATHO IIOpasHJH BOJIKOHCKOTO,
KOIJia OH B3IJIAHYJI Ha Hee. OH 3aMeTHJI, UTO BCE,
IIOYTUTEILHO IIOKJIOHUBIINUCH, KAK-TO 00XOIHIN



ee, U TOJBLKO XO3SIMH CTapaJsics M3pejKa 3aHATh
ee pasroBOpOM, HO OHa yJbl0asach eMy IIHpO-
KO0 YJIBIOKOI0 M OTBedasla, BUAUMO, OTHOCIIOXK-
HBIMU CJIOBaMH, CJIETKA TI03€BBIBASI 32 BEEPOM.
Cpemu GapXaTHBIX M IMEJTKOBBIX PaCITATBIX
KadTaHOB 0COGEHHO OTJIMYAJICSI CBOMM YePHBIM
C HOT [I0 TOJIOBBI OfleSHUEM IIPHEe3KUI HeMell,
IJIsI KOTOPOTO CheXaJIUCh CETO/THS K BecTy)KeBy U
KOTOPBIHA CHJIesT Telleph Y OKHA C CAMBIM COJIH/-
HBIM U TOJICTBIM 06eppaToM. CHayaJia Bce pasro-
BapuUBa/I¥, OYATO He obpalasi BHUMAaHUS Ha
HeMIIa, HO 3aTeM MaJIo-IIoMaJy TOCTHHAs KaK-TO
camMa Cco6010 IPHUHSIA TO PaCIOJIO’KEHHe, KOTO-
poe 6610 HE06X0AUMO. YepHBIM HeMell, OUyTHJI-
cs B cpefiiHe GOJIBIIION yTH, 06pa30BaHHOU Psi-
IIOM KpeceJ, Ha KOTOPBIX ITIOMECTHJIHChH CTapUKH;
MOJIOZIE’Kb, OKPY’KaBIIasl XO3SIUKY, CTPYIIIIHPO-
BaJlach IO-TIpe>KHeMY, BO3Jie Hee, U BCe He3aMeT-
HO IPUABUHYJINCH; TOJBKO ]aMa B TEMHOM ILjIa-
Th€ OCTaJIaCh IO-TIPeKHEMY B OTJAJIEHUH Ha
CBOEM JvBaHe. PasroBop CTaHOBUJICS Bce Gosee
U 60Jiee OTPHIBOYHBIM, CMeX JesIajicsl CAep>KaH-
HBIM, BCe TOYHO >K/IaJIH U IIPUCTYIITUBAIUCE, Y-
Masi, UTO BOT-BOT CeHfuac HAUHETCS caMOe HHTe-
pecHoe. Ho HeMeIl, CIIOKOMHO ITPOZOJDKast Pa3ro-



BapuBaTh C 06eppaToM, HUYero "He HauWHaNI" U
HHUYero HeOOBIKHOBEHHOIO He II0KasbIBaJ, "MO-
JKeT OBITh, BCE 3TO — B3J0pP", — MEeJBbKHYJIO Y
HeKOTOPBIX U3 I'OCTEMN.

Arpadesa IleTpoBHa IIOHsJIA, UYTO HY>KHO BBI-
3BaTh HeMIla Ha pasroBOp, KOTOPOIO BCe JKAaH.

—l'ocrioguH TOKTOp, — obOpaTuiack OHa K
HeMy II0-HeMEIIKH C OTKPOBEHHOIO PelIUTebLHO-
CTbI0, CBOMCTBEHHOKI TOJIbKO XOPOIIeHbKHM
JKeHIIIMHAM, YBepeHHbIM B TOM, YTO UM OyAeT
II03BOJIEHO U BCIKOe >KeJIaHue UX UCII0JTHEeHO.

UepHBIN [OOKTOP CKJIOHWJICI, IIOYTHUTEJIHbHO
CIIyIIad.

BecTyxeBa IIpgMO IIOCTaBHJIa BOIIPOC peo-
pom:

— MHe TOBOPWJIH, UTO BBl — OCOOEHHBIN Ue-
JIOBEK U ob6s1aflaeTe TaKUMHU YAUBUTEJIbHBIMU
3HaHUAMH, YTO BaM [OCTYIIHBI Bl CBEPXb-
eCTeCTBEHHEIE...

Hewmer, mpuIypus riasa, OTBETHIL:

— Mory Bac yBepHUTh, UTO Ha 3eMJie HeT HH-
Yyero CBepXbeCcTeCTBEHHOIO... Bce 04YeHb IIPOCTO
U OOBIKHOBEHHO, €CJIM 3HaTb, U TOJIbKO [
He3HaHUs TAUHCTBEHHO.

— Hy, sTo HaM Bce paBHO, — 3aJJ0pPHO cKa3aJjia



BecTy’xeBa, — MBI JKJleM OT Bac 4ero-HUOyAbL Ta-
KOTO... YIUBUTEJIBHOTIO...

W oHa yiblOHyJIaChb HeMIly, CMsr4as 3TOI0
YJIBIOKOM PEes3KOCThb CBOell HaMepeHHee OTKpO-
BEHHOCTH.

— H3BOJIbTE, — COIJIACHJICA MAOKTOp, YJIbIOA-
SCb B CBOI0 ouepenb. — POBHO CTO JIeT TOMY Ha-
3am...

Bce IIPUTHXIIH, SOBOJIBHBIE, UTO «HAYAJIOCHY;
OJtHa JIUIIIb becTy)keBa He MOTIJIa YCIIOKOUTHCA.

—YTo ke 3To OymeT, mokTop? Hcropusa? —
CIIpOCHJIA OHA.

— PoBHO CTO JIeT TOMy HasaJ, — IIPO0JDKaJI
OH, He CJylllas, — B 3TOT CaMbIi 4ac OBLI OKpPY-
JKeH BparaMH OJWH MOHACTBHIPH, I7ie 3alepcs C
HeOOJIBIINM OTPSIJOM PaTHUKOB BOeHadYaJlbHUK,
TBEPAO0 PeLIMBIINN He cJaBaTbcd. HarmpacHO
Bparu 1IN Ha IIPUCTYII, HAIIPACHO JIe3/Id Ha BbI-
COKHe CTeHBl U JIOMHJINCH B BOPOTa — BCE YCH-
JMs UX OBUIM HallpacHbl. HakoHell, HallIach
IBOe HM3MEHHHUKOB, KOTOpbIe TalWHO BIIYCTHJIH
BparoB BHYTPbL MOHACTBIPS; OHH BOIIIM HOYbIO
H OpOCHJIMCh Ha ero 3alllUTHUKOB. BoeHauaib-
HUK C TOPCTBHI0 PaTHUKOB KUHYJICA B 11€PKOBb U
TaM ObLI YOUT, 3alUIAsACh L0 IIOC/IeJHEH BO3-



MO>KHOCTH, KPOBE €ro, IIPOJINTas Ha IIepKOBHBIHI
I10JI, TaK ¥ OCTaJIach Ha KaMHe: KOIJla ee CMbIBa-
JI¥, OHA BRICTYIIaJIa BHOBE...

—3JT0 OBLI, BEPOSATHO, HEMEIKUM MOHa-
CTBIPb? — CaMOYBEPEHHO CIIPOCHJI o6eppat. —
IIOMHIO He4TO Ja)ke II000HOe B UCTOPUU MOET0
poza...

Bce HaxomuBIIHecs B TOCTAX y becTy’keBa
HeMIIbl, KOTOPBIX OBLIO TYT Tropaszo OOJbllle,
YyeM PYCCKUX, HEBOJILHO IIOCTapasIuCh IIPHUIIOM-
HUTB, He CIYYWUJIOCH JIM TaKOM HUCTOPHUU U B HUX
PoZe, KOTOPBIM KaKABIM M3 HUX TOPAHJICA, 3HAS
YyTh JIK He HAU3YCTh BCIO CBOIO POJIOCJIOBHYIO.

— HeT, — mpojospKasl JOKTOpP, — MOHACTBIPE
ObLT pPyCCKHM.. BaM 3HaKOM IJTOT CJayYawy,
KHA3b? — BAPYT 00paTUiICa OH K BOJIKOHCKOMY.

Hukura ®emopoBHY IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO BCE
B3IJIAABI 00palllaloTCs Ha Hero, 4To BCe — U C
HUMH OHA TOXXe — CMOTpPAT Ha Hero. Pacckas
IIpO CBOEr0 POJHOIO IIpajiena, IIOTHOILEero IIpU
ocajse BOpOBCKOIO MOHACTBIPS, OH YacCTO CJILI-
II1aJI B CBOEM ceMbe ellle B JIeTCTBe, HO He MOT II0-
HATH, OTKYZa 3TOT IIPUE3XKUN, CIAydarHO BCTpe-
THUBIIIUICA C HUM HeMell 3HaeT U 3TOT pacckas U,
HaKOHeIl, caMoro ero. becTy>keBa [eMCTBUTEJIb-



HO BMeCTe C IPYTUMHU IJI/iesia Tellepb ua KHI35
Huxkuty. Xymoii, BLICOKHUIL U CTPOMHBIU, OH CTO-
71, OIIYCTUB TOJIOBY. /10 9TOM MUHYTHI OH OBLI
IJIS1 Hee OJHUM W3 MOJIOIBIX JIFOJ[eH, COCTaBJISB-
IIUX TOJIIIY, HA KOTOPYI OHa BCerja CMOTpeJia
PaBHOAYIITHO, He o6paliiast HU Ha KOTO 0CO6EHHO-
o BHUMaHUs, IIPUBBIKHYB K 00II[eMy II0UYUHe-
HUto ce6e. OHa 3HaJsIa, YTO HECKOJIBKO BpeMeHU
TOMY Hasaj puexas B MUTaBy KaKOH-TO KHA3b
BOJIKOHCKHM, YTO OH ObLI pa3 Kak-TO y HUX, HO
Kakol OH HMMeEHHO, He IIOMHWIa. Terepb OHa
CMOTpeJla Ha ero JO0BOJIFHO pefKue, HO IIPUST-
Hble 4UepThl, HA €ro BBICOKUM, OyieqHBIN JI00 U
IJIy00KHe Ijla3a, U CTpaHHO — YTO-TO 0COOeHHOe
I10Ka3aJIoCh el B TOM 4eJIoBeKe, TOUHO OH He IIO-
X0’K Ha OCTaJIbHBIX, TOYHO €r0 JIUI0 CBETUTCS
KaK-TO OCOOEHHO JI1 Hee U B ero IjlazaX OHa MO-
JKeT YMTaTh BCIO ero AyIIy.

— Bce 3T0 0YeHb X0poIlI0, — o6paTUIACh OHU
K JIOKTOPY, — HO g He IIOHUMAal0, 3a4eM BBl pac-
CKasaju 3Ty UCTOPUIO0 IIPO... KHA3L... — T00aBU-
Jla OHa, He HaW/g IPYroro BbIpa’keHUs U II0Ka-
3bIBasi BeepoM B CTOPOHY BOJIKOHCKOTO.

—IloueMy 51 pacckasaJ HMEHHO 3Ty HCTO-
pUI0? — OTBETHJI JOKTOP. — He 3Ha10, HO paccka-



KU 1 BCIKYIO IPYI'YIO — BBl CMOIJIM OBI CHeJsIaTh
MHe TOT >XKe Bompoc. Ho mouyemy s1 BooOIle pac-
CKasaJl BaM 4YTO-JIM60, TaK 3TO BCJIE/ICTBHE Ba-
II1eY IIPOCHOHL...

—/la 4TO Xe TYyT YAUBUTEJBHOIO? — BOC-
KJIMKHYyJ1a becTyKeBa ¢ HEKOTOPOI OOHI0H, BEI-
pa’kaBlllelicsd y Hee OOBIKHOBEHHO B JIETKOM JIPO-
’KaHWU I10/100poKa.

— Kak? Pa3Be He yAUBUTEJLHO B CAMOM JeJIe
TO, UTO S BOT, CHJA 3/IeCh, B IIOKOHMHOM KpecIIe,
3HAI0, YTO CJIIYYHUJIOCH CTO JIET TOMY Hasa, KoIrja
HU MeHsd, HU BaC He OBUI0O U HUKTO He JyMaJl O
Hac?

—/la, HO BBl MOIJIM IIPOYECTb 3TOT paccKas
I7le-HUOYIb MJIM YCJIBIIIATD, TO €CTh CAesaTh To,
4UTO J[OCTYIIHO Ka’K[OMy M3 Hac, — BO3pasui
OJUH K3 00eppaTOB, CUUTABIIUICA CaAMBIM YM-
HEIM B COBeTe.

— CoBepIIIeHHO BEepPHO, — COIJIACHJICH [[OK-
TOp, — ¥ Bac 3TO He YAUBJILET JIMIIL II0TOMY,
4TO BBl CAMHU MOKeTe C/iesIaTh 3TO...

— Hy, KOHeuHO, — HeTepIIeJUBO IlepebHiIa
BecTy>xeBa, — 5 IIOHUMaI0, €CJIU ObI BBl pacCKa-
3a/ii HaM Oyaylree...

— Torpa 651 9TO Bac yAUBUIO?



— PasyMeeTtcs, 3T0 61710 OB UHTEPECHEM.

— A MHe Ka)KeTcs, YTO 3TO pelIuTeILbHO Bce
paBHO; II0YeMy, COOCTBEHHO, TPy/Hee 3HATh 0Y-
Iylllee, UeM IIpoIlefIiee?

— AX, T'ocrrogy, KaK 1moyeMy? fa IIpoIlefIee,
B 0COOEHHOCTH TaKoOe, KaK Bbl paccKasay, Kak-
IbIN pe6eHOK, YMEIOIHUI UYUTaThb, MO>KET 3HaTh.

— A, BOT BBI CKasaJy: "yMeIOIHUN UYUTaTh"!
Bugure, Hy>KHO U [IJIs1 3HaHUS IIPOILEAIIero IIo-
YUUTHCS YeMY-HUOY/Ib, — 3HAUUT, 9TO BOBCE He
TakK IIPOCTO, KaK BBl lymMaeTe, — BO3PasU JOK-
TOp. — IJTaK BeJb MOXHO TOYHO TaK J>Ke Ha-
YUUTHCA YATATh U 0 TOM, YTO OyZET, ¥ TOr/Aa I
YesioOBeKa 3HAIIIEro, COIJIaCUTECh, IIPOIIaZeT
BCSIKas pasHHIla B OTHOIIIEHUU 3HAHU IS IIPO-
IIJIOTO ¥ OyAYILEro...

— Hy, a BBI 6y/yIliee Mo)KeTe HaM CKa3aTb? —
HacTauBaJja becTy>xeBa.

JlOKTOp, yJIbI0asICh, IIO{HST IIEUH.

— UT0 BaM yroiHO 3HaTh? — IIPOTOBOPUII OH.

— IlosBosibTe! Hy, BOT 31eck Hac, — becTyxxe-
Ba OIJITHYJIACh, — UeJIOBEK TPUALATH, 1 TyMalo...
Uns cymb6a Bac MHTEpecyeT O60JIbIle APYTUX?

Arpadene IleTpoBHe IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, Kak
U KaX[0My U3 IIPUCYTCTBOBABIIUX, XOTeJIOCh



y3HaTh CBOX0 COOCTBEHHYIO CyAbO0y; HO OHa Ha-
POYHO, He >KeJlasdl TOBOPUTHL O cebe, IIOCTaBUJIA
BOIIPOC TakK, OyZAy4yd yBepeHa, UTO, pasyMeeTcs,
CaMOI0 MHTepeCcHOI0 OyzeT HalleHa UMEHHO ee
cynb6a. /loub I1epBoOTo JIUIlAa He TOJIBLKO B TOpPOJE,
HO U BO Bcer KypJuIiHIHH, OHA y’Ke JaBHO IIPHU-
BBIKJIA K JIECTH, KOTOPOIO TEIINJIU ee CaMOJII00He
BCe OKpY’Karolliyie, 0TYaCTU BCJIe/ICTBHE BHICOKO-
IO II0JIO’KEeHUS ee 0TIIa, a 0TYaCTH U BCJIe[CTBHUE
COOGCTBEHHOTO ee yMa, MOJIOIOCTH ¥ KPacoThl.

— Haubosiee uHTepecHas cyabb6a OXKHaeT
KH$351, — 3arOBOPWJI JOKTOP U OIIATH O0epHYJI-
C1 B CTOPOHY BOJIKOHCKOIO, ¥ BCe CHOBa CTaId
CMOTpPeTh Ha Hero.— BaM B JXKHU3HU IIPeCTOUT
MHOTO 60pBOBI TYXOBHOM — U I06e/ia 0OCTaHeTCsA
3a Bamu. He oTtuauBatitecs! ByabTe 607ps1! B 110-
JIOKEHHWH CaMOM >KaJIOCTJIMBOM BBl OyZieTe BCe-
TaKH BCerja BBIIIE JIIO/IeM, BaC OKPY KaKIIHX.
Mo>keT ObITb, MBI BCTPeTHUMCS ellle KOTJa-HU-
0y[b, — 3aKJIFOUMJI JOKTOP Cepbe3HBIM, MEPHBIM
T0JIOCOM, Ka’K[AbIil 3BYK KOTOPOIO OTAaBaJICd B
cepaue Hukutel deopoBuya.

"Tak BOT OH KakKOH — 3TOT BOJIKOHCKMi! —
oyMaisia ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, B3IJIAAbIBasg Ha
KH4a3g HUKUTY. — BoT 4TO!.."



U oHa He MoOIJIa He OIyTUTH B cebe BCe-TaKU
TOPZEeJIUBOI0 CO3HAHU, UTO BOT UeJIOBEKa, KOTO-
pOro OHa BUIUT Teneph y ce6s COBCEM MOJIOIBIM,
U KOTOPBII, BEpPOATHO, BMeCTe C APYTUMHU pobeeT
IIpeJ Helo, JKIeT BIlepefU COBepIleHHO 0COOeH-
Has, TaUHCTBEHHas OyAYITHOCTb, OTJIMYHAsg OT
OyIyIIero ApPyrux.

JIOKTOp, COGCTBEHHO, HUYeM He MOI CHUI0 MU-
HYTy IIOATBEPAUTH CleJlaHHOe IIpe/iCKa3aHUe.
M3BeCTHO OBLJIO TOJIBKO, YTO OH HUKOIZA He BU-
Iast BOIKOHCKOTO, ¥ HUKTO He MOT TOBOPUTh €My
0 HeM, IIOTOMY 4YTO, KpoMe YepeM3uHa, II0YTH
HUKTO He 3HaJI B MUTaBe KH$35, BOBCe He IIPU-
HaJ/Ie)KaBIIleT0 K JKU3HU Topoja. ITO ObLIO
cTpaHHO. Ho He 9TO 3aCTaBMWJIO BCeX IIOBEPUTH
cioBaM HeMila. Oco6eHHOe oBepUe BO30yKaasl
ero MepHBIY, Cepbe3HBIA T0JI0C, KOTOPBIM, Ka3a-
JIOCh, HUKOT/[a He TOBOPUJI HEeIIpaB/Ibl.

— Hy, 1 U3 ’KeHCKOT0 HaxXOJMdIlerocs 3iech
ob1ecTBa, — CHOBA CIIpocuiia becTy)XeBa, Kesas
BCe-TaKU TOOUTHCI CBOET0, — KOMY BBHI IIpefiCKa-
»KeTe OYIYIIIHOCTD?

JIOKTOP IIO[THSJICSA CO CBOETr0 MeCTa, HaJIuJI U3
CTOSIBIIIETO He CTOJIe y CTeHbl rpadprHa BOALI B
CTaKaH U [0CTaJl U3 KapMaHa CKJIAJHYI0 cepeo-



PAHYIO JIOXKKY.

Bce B KOMHAaTe ¢ HaIIPsSDKEHHBIM BHUMaHHEM
CJIeVIN 34 MaJIeHIIIUM ero ABM>KeHHeM. OH BEI-
HYJI U3 KaH/eJ10pa BOCKOBYIO CBeUy U, OTJIOMHUB
OT Hee KyCOK M PacIlyCTHUB €ro B CBOEH JIOXKKE,
OBICTPO BBIJIMJI PaCTOIUIEHHBIM BOCK B CTaKaH.

becry’xeBa He COMHeBaJIaCh, YTO TaflaHUE [ie-
JIaeTcsd JII Hee U, BHUMAaTeJIbHO BEITIHYB IIIEI0,
CcTapajach pacCMOTPeTh, KaKyr QUIYPYy IIPUHU-
MaeT 3aCTBHIBIIUH B IIPO3PavHOM BOoJie BOCK. /[OK-
TOp IIOAHSJI CTaKaH Ha CBET U PasIIAAbIBaJI €ro.

"Heyxxenu?" — MeJIBKHYJIO Y becTyXeBoOi.

B cTrakaHe sICHO ouepuHBajach GuUrypa Kopo-
HEL

HewMely BEIHYJI BOCK, pacILIeCKaB BOJAY, U [IeH-
CTBUTEJILHO TOT UMeJI GOpMY IIOAYIIKH C KUCTH-
MH II0 yIJIaM, Ha KOTOPOH JiesKajia a’KypHasi TOH-
Kasi MMIIepaTopcKas KOpPOHAa CO CKHIIETPOM H
Iep>KaBolo.

becTyxeBa, KpacHes1 OT Y[ OBOJIbCTBHSA, OIIY-
CTHJIA IJIa3a, YYBCTBYS, UTO B3IJIAABLI BCEX IIPH-
CYTCTBYIOIIIUX 0OpalllaloTcd K HeM, U BCe JIMIIA
y/ABbI0A0TCA €M, CKJIOHAACh, U UTO YepPHBIH [0K-
TOp ceMyac IIOLoMAeT K Hel. Ho 0H, Kak OBl caM
TIOpa’keHHBIM, OBICTPO BBHIIPSAMMUIICA, TBEPABIMU



OOJIBIIIMMU IIaTaMU IIPOIeJsl Ype3 KOMHATy H,
OIYCTUBIIMCH Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, IIofasl QUIypy
KOPOHBI CHIEBIIIUN B OTJa/IeHUs laMe B TEeMHOM
I1aTee.

dTto OpLIa reproruHa KypisaHzackasd, AHHa
HoaHHOBHa — OyAylasgs HMIlepaTpuIia Bcepoc-
CHICKasd.

i
FEPUOIMNHSA KYPNAHLOCKASA

HHa MoaHHOBHA CKy4yajia B CBoed KypiisgH-

IUY, KaK TOJHLKO MOYKeT CKydaTh IIOJIHAsI
CHJI ABAJIATHIETHSS J>KEHIIUHA, OBJOBEBIIAs
Yyepes /IBa C IIOJIOBUHOIO MecsIla Mocje CBalbOFI,
C IeTCTBA IPUBHIKIIIA K OTPOMHOMY /IOMY, IIOJI-
HOMY BCSIKOH ITPHUCJIYTH, IIPH>KUBAJIOK U TOCTEN
U 3aKJII0YEHHas], KaK B TEMHHUITY, B IIyCTHIHHBIH,
CPeTHEBEKOBBIM 3aMOK C TOJICTHIMH CBOIYATHI-
MU CTeHaMH, I10/T KOTOPHIMH HEBOJIbHO CTHXaJjla
BCsKasl ITOTIAJiaBIIasl Ty[a >KU3Hb. IloJIoKeHHe
TepIIOTHHU He TOJILKO He CIIacjIo ee, HO, HaIIpo-
THB, CJIY>KHJIO TJIABHOI MPUYMHOHN ee OHHOYe-
CTBAa W 3aKIodeHHs. Jloub ITOKoMHOro HMoaHHa
AJrekceeBHYa, POAHOTO GpaTa U COIIPaBUTEJIS I10



npectoiy napsa Ilerpa, oHa He IIOMHUJIA CBOEro
OTILia, YMepIIIero, Korjga e 6bIJI0 BCETO TPU Iofa.
OHa BBIpOCJIa B POHOM ceJjie FsMaiyioBe Ha II0-
IIeYyeHUU MaTepy, Iapulsl [IpackoBsu, BMeCTe C
IBYMs CBOUMH CeCTpaMH, U3 KOTOPBIX OHA ObLiIa
CpefHex.

B marHanIaTe JieT IapeBHa AHHA 0aHHOB-
Ha, 6ylaroslaps CBOUM He II0 BO3pacTy ¢opMam U
OKpeIluM MYCKyJjlaM, He Kas3aJjachb y»Ke IIO[-
POCTKOM.

B ato Bpemsa umiepatop IleTp moTpe6oBaJl
BCeX WIEHOB CBOeU ceMbU B IleTepOypr, U [japu-
na IIpackoBbs, Bcerjga IIOC/AYIIHAA >KeJaHUAM
CBOETO JIeBeps, IIOCIIeIIIa IIepeexaTh Tya C J10-
yepsMu. [lapp IleTp, ITOMHS KPOTKUM HpaB U
IIOAYMHEHHUe CBOEro IIOKOMHOro OpaTa M BUIA
rmocjaylaHye napuirsl IIpackoBbH, JIaCKasl ee [o-
yepel ¥ 3a60TWICA 0 HUX. AHHA MloaHHOBHA CTa-
Jla BecesauThcd B IleTepOypre, rae IIOTAHYJIACH
IJINHHasl BepeHUIla BbIe30B, KaTaHUM, 00e[0B,
¢eliepBepKOB, HA KOTOPBIX OHA IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIA
BMECTe CO BCEU IIapCKOK CeMbel, OKpy KeHHas
I0YeTOM W BHHUMaHHeM. Tak mpolwuIo gBa 6e33a-
O0THBIX Trofa, KOIZa, HAaKOHeIl, pasfasoch Haf
HeIO CTpAaIlHOe CJI0BO "3aMyXK".



Cam njaps IleTp BBIOpas IVIEMSIHHUIE KeHU-
xa. Eme B oKkTs16pe 1709 rofa OH CrOBOPUJICS IIPU
CBUaHUU B MapreHBep/iepe CO CBOUM IIOJIUTH-
YeCKUM COIO3HUKOM, KOpPOJIeM IIPYCCKUM, 0OBeH-
4aTh PYCCKYIO IJapeBHY C IVIEMIHHHUKOM KOPOJIL,
dpunpuxoM BuibkresbMoM, repiioroM KypiisaHi-
CKHUM. ITOT 6paK Hy>KeH ObL1 I1eTpy, YTOOHIL, C OfI-
HOM CTOPOHBI, BCTYIIUTEH B CBOMCTBO C IIPYCCKUM
KOPOJIEBCKHUM JIOMOM, a C IPyroil — IpruoopecTu
BJIMHYE Ha KypigHACKHe [esa, 1 OH HasHaYMII
HEeBeCTOI HeMeIIKOMY IIPUHITY POJHYIO ILJIeMSH-
HUITY CBOXO, AHHY N0OaHHOBHY.

JKeHUx He 3aMe[UIMJ IBUTHCA B IleTepOypr,
II0CJIe TOro, KaK BOIIPOC O IIPHUAaHOM OBLI TIIa-
TeJIbHO 0OCY’KZIeH U pellleH ero II0CJaMU C Pyc-
CKHUM IIpaBUTEJIbCTBOM.

Ceagpba cIpaBisijach LeJIBIM PSZOM IIpasf-
HeCTB U 3aTed. Ha 0JHOM M3 IIUPIIIECTB, HAIIPH-
Mep, II0Jla/Ix ABa OIPOMHBIX IIUPOTra, U3 KOTOPBIX
BBICKOUWJIU /IBE paspsDKeHHble KapJHIbl U IIPO-
TaHIleBaJIM MEHY3T Ha cBaZe6bHOM cToje. B TO
JKe BpeMs ObLIa ChIlpaHa IIOTellIHas CBajgbba
KapJIKKOB, IJIs1 Yero Ux cobpasu co Bced Poccuu
II0 TIoJIyTOpacTa.

[Tupsl ¥ IIpasfHecTBa 3aKOHUYMJINCH HeOBIBa-



JIOIO IIOIIOMKOIO, IIOC/Ie KOTOPOM MOJIOJOTO 3a-
MEePTBO YJIO>KHJIM B BO30OK M OTIPaBUJIM BMeCTe
Cc ’KeHO10 poMoit B Kypusaupwro. Ho reprjor mMor
IoexaTb TOJIBKO 0 MBI3HI /Jlyfepro¢ u 3nech, B
COpoKa BepcTax oT IleTep6ypra, CKOPOIIOCTHYKHO
CKOHYAJICS.

CMmepTh My>ka ocTaBuia AHHY HMoaHHOBHY
BIOBOIO 0e3 BOCIIOMHHAHUI O CYIIPY>KeCKOM
Cc4yacTbe U TepIIOTUHEI0 6e3 CBSA3aHHBIX C 3TUM
TUTYJIOM 3HadyeHHs M BjacTH. Ilo IIOJHUTHYe-
CKHM pacyeTaM IleTpa OHa BCe-TaKH [OJDKHA Obl-
Ja oTHopaBurhbca B Kypisaupuro. lepIriorckui
’Ke3JI IIOJIYYMJI TaM, II0CIe KOHYMHBI ®puapuxa
BusipresibMa, IMOCJAeSHUM IIOTOMOK KeTJepos,
reproroB KypagHICKHX, CeMHUJeCATHIeTHUMI
depayHaHI, HepelIUuTeIbHBIM U TPYCIUBEIN, He
JIIOOMMBIN HapoJOM, He CIIOCOOHBIN K yIIpaBIIe-
HUI0 ¥ IIOCTBIJHO 6€e)KaBIIUM C II0JI CpaKeHUs
BO Bpems [IoJITaBCKOM OGUTBBI, Ifie JO/DKeH OBbLI
HaXOIUTHLCI B psfax IIBEJCKHX COI3HUKOB. OH
He X0TeJI ABUTbCA B MUTaBY, JKUJI, HUUETo He Jie-
Jiag, B /laHITUIe U IIPeIOCTaBHJI CBOE IePIIOICTBO
yIIpaBJIeHUIO0 coBeTa o6eppaToB. Ha camoM ke
IeJsie KypJssHAHeEIo YIIpaBJIsI PeSHEeHT PYCCKOIo
rocygapss Ilerp MuxamaoBud becTykeB, IIPH-



CJIaHHBIM B MHUTaBy B KaudecTBe ropmapirasa
BJIOBCTBYIOIIEM reprioriHu KypJIstHICKOM.

Anna MoaHHOBHaA He MOIJIa He UyBCTBOBATh,
4TO OHa B MHTaBe — BTOPOCTEIIEHHOE JIUIIO0, U
4TO BCe 3HAKH BHEIIHEro Io4yeTa M YBa’KeHUs,
KOTOpPEIE OKa3bIBAIUCH €M, CIY>KaT JIUIIb IS TO-
IO, YTOOBI UCK/IIOUUThL €e U3 MUTABCKOIO 0OIIle-
CTBa, BECEJIUBIIIET0Cs I10-CBOEMY U HeJ[PY>KeJIr00-
HO OTHOCHUBIIErocsd K HeHd. HeMIIbI-KYpJISH/IIEI,
BHUUMO, He JII0OMJIM OBIBIIIEH PYCCKOM I[apeBHEI,
HHO3eMKH, II0YTH HAaCHUJIbHO IOCa’KEHHOU UM B
TePIIOTHHU; PYCCKHEe >Ke COCTaBJIAIM CBOHU KpY-
JKOK, B KOTOPOM Ha IIepBOM MecTe OblIa MOJIO-
Jlas, Beceslag M XOpOIIIeHbKas [04Yb becTy’keBa,
II0JIb30BABIIIeT0Cd 00assHHeM [leHCTBUTeIbHOU
BJIACTH U CHIBL. TakuM 00pasoM, II0JIOJKeHHe
TepIIOTHHU TOJIbKO yeIuHsa/I0 AHHY MoaHHOBHY,
CBSI3BIBAJIO IIPaBHJIaMHU 3THKeTa M JIMIIIAJIO BOS3-
MO>KHOCTH JKHTB TaK, KaK XOTeJIOCh el, TO eCTh
II0JIb30BATLCSI HapaBHe C APYTHMMH JKH3HBIO B
CBOe yZ0BOJIbCTBHe. OHa IIpo6oBasia cCOOUpaTh y
cebs rocTei. OHU ABJIAIMCH AKKYPaTHO B Ha3Ha-
YeHHBIN 4ac, HO Jlep>KaJIu ce6s1 YOIIOPHO U HaTH-
HYTO, IIOYTH He CKPLIBAsA CBOEM CKYKH, YHHYTO-
SKHUTb KOTOPYI0O AHHa MoaHHOBHA II0JIO’KUTEJIh-



HO He yMesia. KpoMe caMOro JaBSIIero TOCKJIH-
BOr0 BOCIIOMHHAHHI — HHUYEro He O0CTaBaJIoCh
HU y TOCTeH, HU Yy XO03IUKHU OT 3TUX c6opu. K
cebe Ha IpasgHecTBa AHHBI F10aHHOBHBEI HUKTO
He IIpHIJIAIAJI, IIOf TeM IIPeJJIOTOM, UYTO OHa —
«TePIIOTUHSA» U JKJATh OT Hee YeCTH IIOCellleHusd
He CMeIOT; IIpaB/ia, BCe OTJIMYHO 3HAJIH, YTO OHA
C BOCTOPIOM SIBHMJIACh OBl Ha KaKoe YIOZHO IIPU-
IJIallleHue, HO 3HAJM TaKKe, YTO, SBUBIIIHCE,
OHa IIpUHeCceT BMeCTe C CO60I0 CKYKY M HaTsIHY-
TOoCTh. OcraBasica OofWH noM becTykeBa, Kypna
Anna MoaHHOBHa U e3[uJja, HO U TyT Bcerja Ha
epBOM MecTe ObL1a ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa.

Ko BceMy aTomy y AHHBI M0aHHOBHBI, 00S-
3aHHOM cojlep>KaTh OCOOBIA JIMBPEUHBIN IIITaT,
I0Bapa, JIolIa/e, KOTOPhIX OHa OYeHb JIFOUIa
U KOTOPBIX y Hee OBLJIO OYeHb MHOIO, U, HaKO-
Hell, IIOJJep>KUBATh CTapbli 3aMOK, — IIPOCTO
He XBaTaJIo JileHer Ha TO, YT0ObI "cebs ILIaTheM,
6esbeM, KpyKeBaMU M II0 BO3SMOJKHOCTU aIMa-
3aMH He TOJIbKO II0 CBO€H 4YeCTH, HO U IIPOTHB
IPEeKHUX BAOBCTBYIOIIUX IePIIOTMHb KYPJIAH/I-
CKHUX JOCTAaTOYHO COZep>KaTh", KakK IIHcaja OHa
Isne IleTpy, TOPBKO KadysiCh Ha CBOIO CYALOY.

Ho IleTp Besimkuii ocTaBaJiCsa HEIIPEKJIOHEH K



c1a60CTSIM »KEeHCKOI'0 CepAlla U He HaXO0QUJI HYX-
HBIM II0TaKaTbh UM CBOEH IePOCTHI0. [lake Us-
BeCcTUe 0 TOM, YTO "HapTUKYJIApPHBIE IILIAXeT-
CKHe >KeHbl B MuUTaBe I0BeJsIbl U IIpoyrie yOophl
UMeKT Hey0OOI'Me, U3 Uero reprioruHe, IIpU ee
HeJl0CTaTKaX, He 0eCII0/I03pUTEIbHO eCTh", He
TPOHYJIO ero.

Ha pmpyroi1 meHb 1ocse Beyepa y becTyskesa,
rae AHHa MloaHHOBHA OblIa B IIPOCTOM, HaZleBaH-
HOM YoKe IIaThe U I7ie OeJIbId II1eJIKOBBIN Hapss,
Arpadens! [IeTpoBHBI GJIMCTaJ U CBEKECTbIO, U
6oraTCcTBOM, OHa CTOSIa Y OKHA CBOEr0 3aMKa,
IPYCTHO OOJIOKOTUBIIWCHL Ha pPacTBOPEHHYIO
[IBETHYIO pamy. I3 3TOro y3eHbKOI0 OKHAa BU/THE-
Jlach aJjuied cajla, U HeCJIOCh apoMaTHOe TeILIo
JIETHETO yTpa, He>KHO U IIPUATHO BJIUBABIIIET0CA
B IPYZb IIOJ CBIPBIMH CBOJAMHU HEIIPUBETIUBEIX
KaMeHHBLIX CTeH.

[IpocHyBIIasgCs 3ejleHb, KaK Obl pacIpaBsis
CBOU YMBITBIE POCO0 JIMCThS, TUXO IIIeBeJINIach
Ha TeIlJIOM yTpeHHeM BeTepKe, TpaBa HeKUIach
U pajsoBasiach TOJBKO YTO ITOAHABIIIEMYCS COJIH-
Iy, U ITUILI [IeperoBapHUBaJIUCh HEYMOJIKAB-
IIIMM, BeCeJIbIM UMJIHKAHbEM.

"/la, BCe JKUBET, BCe pagyeTcs, — AymaJjia AH-



Ha MoaHHOBHA, — a 4 TYT OJHA, CJIOBHO 3a’KUBO
orpebeHHas".

W el HeBOJILHO BCIIOMHUJIMNCH IIO[BaJIbHBIE
CKJIEIIBI 3aMKa, IJle B BeJIMYaBbIX KaMeHHBIX
rpoOHUIIAX JIeXKalu II0XOPOHEHHBIe II0TOMKH
KeTyiepoB M Ky/ia OHAa KAaK-TO XOJWJIa OT HEYero
IejiaTh II0OCMOTPETh U3 JIF0OOIIBITCTBA, II0CTIE Ye-
r0 He MOTIJIA CIIaTh CIIOKOMHO HEeCKOJILKO HOYEeH.

YT06BI OTOTHATHL 3Ty TPYCTHYI MBIC/Ib, OHA
CTajla [yMaTh O CBOeM JieTCTBe, 06 [3MaiiioBe,
I7le OBLJIO TaK XOPOIIIO U BeceJIo, Ihe ObLIN TOXKe
KaMeHHEIe XOpPOMBI, HO IIpHUBETHEBIe, VIOTHEIE, C
[lepKBaMMU M 30JIOTBIMH KYIIOJIAMU, IIOJIHEIE C
yTpa A0 HOYHU HapohoM, MaTyIika, rapuna Ilpac-
KOBBS, JI00MIa "BOXKbUX JIIOei", I0POJUBBIX U
CTPaHHUKOB, KOTOpPhIE BCerta HaXOLUIU IIPUIOT
B ee IOMe U YMeJIK pacCKasblBaTh TaKUe Yylec-
Hble, BOJIIIIeOHbIe U 3aHUMaTeJIbHble HUCTOPHHU.
OIUH U3 I0POJUBLIX, TOAbAYNIN TUMOdell ApXu-
II0BUY, 3aMBICJIOBATHIMU BBIPAKEHUSIMH U Ha-
MeKaMH IIpeJipeKasl [fapeBHe AHHe TO, YTO ObLIO
SICHO W3 [IeHMCTBUM BYepalllHero KyZeCHHUKa. ITO
y>Ke He O6b1I0 el BHOBe. Ellle B IeTCTBe OHA C Ma-
Teprio esauiaa B Cysgajib, U TaM MUTPOIIOJIUT
WnmaproH TOXKe IIpefCcKasblBaj el CKUIIeTp U



KopoHy. AHHa MoaHHOBHa TO BepHja B CYaCThe
CBOEeH CybOBI U 6e30TYETHO HaJesaach Ha 4To-
TO, TO BAPYI YYBCTBOBaJla CHUJIbHYI0 0043Hb K
TPO3HOMY [si/le U CIIelllljla YBEPUTH Cebs, UTO
OHA y’Ke IIOJIy4YHhsa TO, Yero eM IIpefCcKasaHo,
YTO Y Hee eCTh y’Ke repliorckasg KOpoHa U 4YTO
OHa [I0JDKHA KUTH B MHUTaBe U CKy4aTh, 3a’KHUBO
rnorpe6eHHas. dTa MBICJIb Kasajach el BCerja
0COOEHHO >KaJIOCTJIMBOI0, U OHa He MOIJIA CHep-
’KaTh HaBePTHIBABIIIKECT Ha ee IJa3a CJIe3bl.

B aTo BpeMd B caZly XpPYCTHYJI IIECOK JOPOXK-
KH, 1 AHHa MoaHHOBHA OTCTpaHUJIach OT OKHA.

Ilo camy 1res1, OIIyCTUB T'0JIOBY, C MaJIeHbKOM
KHIDKKOHU B pykax, Hukura ®eopoBUY, U B HEM
TepIIOTMHA cervac ke y3HaJjla TOTO KHA35, KOTO-
poMy Buepa BMeCTe C Hel0 KyJAeCHUK IIpecKasall
CTPaHHYI0 CyAb0y. OH, OUeBUAHO, OBLI TaK JaJjleK
OT BCEro OKpPY>KaroIliero, 4ro, caM TOIrO He 3aMe-
yag, 3alllesI B Ty 4acThb CaJia, I7le HUKTO U3 KUBY-
IIUX B 3aMKe 00BIKHOBEHHO He TyJISIL.

Ho AnHa MoaHHOBHa pajja Oblia BUJETH KU-
BOI'O 4eJjIOBEeKa. BOJIKOHCKHI ellje Buepa Beuye-
POM, KOTZa CTOSLJI, CMYII[eHHBIM OGIIIMM BHHUMa-
HUeM, [IOHPABUJICA e, U el 3aX0TeJIOCh Tellepb
IIPOCTO IIOTOBOPHUTE C HUM TaK, KaK BOT OH eCTh,



CIy4aMHO 3aCTUTHYTBIN IIOCPEJHU CBOUX MBICJIEH.

— UuTaeTe? — CIpPOCHJIAa OHA, OIHPAsCh Ha
IIOJOKOHHHK.

BOJIKOHCKHUI B3APOTHYJI, OLJIANEJICI KPYyroM
U, YBUJIeB B OKHe AHHY M0aHHOBHY, OBICTPO 3a-
KpPBLI KHUTY, @ 3aTeM C IJIyOOKUM II0KJIOHOM OT-
BeTHIL:

— I'eprioruusa!

OH BeCb KaK-TO B OAHY MUHYTY IIOATAHYJICA U
M3 HaCTOLIIEer0, >)KUBOI'O UeI0BeKa, KaKHUM BH/Ie-
Jla ero 3a MUHYTY Iipefi, TeM AHHa MoaHHOBHA,
cliesiaJicd BAPYT 0€3KU3HEHHO [ ePeBIHHBIM, I10-
X0’KeM Ha BCeX, KTO OOBIKHOBEHHO pasroBapH-
BaJI; C HeI0 B 9TOM HeHaBHUCTHOM MuTasBe.

— l'octomu! /la yero TyT IepIiOTUHA! — 3aro-
BOpHJIa OHAa. — PasBe g He TaKOH ’Ke UYeJIOBeEK,
KaK U BCe, pa3Be CO MHOIO YK B IIOTOBOPHUTE IIPO-
CTO HeJIb35A?

BOJIKOHCKHUI CTOSJI, IIOYTUTEJIBHO CKJIOHICH,

U CJIyIIasl.
— Hy, uyero BamM-To TyT? — IIpoAo0/DKala AHHA
HoaHHOBHA, — BBl — UYeJIOBEK IIPHE3KHM, Ka-

JKeTCs, MOYKeTe U He CTeCHIThCS.
- IIpocTHuTe, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, S IOIAJ CHOAA
COBEPIIIEHHO CJIy4YaWHO, — OTBETUI BOJIKOH-



CKHM, nymas, uTo AHHa MoaHHOBHAa HaMeKaeT
Ha ero 6ecriepeMOHHOCTb, C KOTOPOI OH IIOZ0-
I11eJI II0J caMble OKHa repIjOTUHU.

— He 11po TO 4, — mepe6usia OHa, — HaIIpO-
TUB, YTO K, UTO IIOJOILIHN?... YTPO-TO KaKoe 4y-
IleCHoOe, a? — BIpPYT clpocuia AHHA MoaHHOBHA,
BUIVIMO, 7KeJiasi 3aBgI3aTh PasroBop.

Hukura ®efopoBHY IIOCTapajicd BBIPASUTH
BCEM JIMIIOM M HOBBIM IIOKJIOHOM, YTO BIIOJIHE
pasngesisieT 3T0O MHEHHE.

"Hy, BOT ¥ 3TOT, KaK Bce IIpoune!" — MeJbK-
HyJI0O Yy AHHBEI MOaHHOBHEIL, U €M CHOBA C[eJia-
JIOCH TPYCTHO U CKYYHO.

Ona 3amoJsryasia, 3agyMaBIIUCh U CMOTPS KY-
IIa-TO BIaJIb IIOBEPX roJIOBBI HUKUTEI ®elopOBU-
4a, a OH BOCII0JIb30BAJICI 3TOM MUHYTOM, UTOOBI
OTKJIAHATHCI W YUTU OT UX HEJIOBKOTO PasroBoO-
pa, KOTOPBIX I0YeMY-TO OBLJI €My HEIIPUATEH.

AnxHa MoaHHOBHA IIOHSAIACH OT OKHA.

— C xeM 3TO pasroBapuBaTh U3BOJIMJIH, Ballla
CBETJIOCTH? — IIOCJIBIIIAJICA HAJl CAMBIM €e YyXOM
cTporuti rosioc becty»keBa, BXOAUBIIIET0 0OBIKHO-
BeHHO 6e3 ToKJIaa.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa HaMmopIlnwia Job6, U JIUI0
ee IIPUHSIO CTPaalbyecKoe BhIpakKeHue.



— C KeM TOBOPHUTHL-TO MHe? — BJPYI BO3BHI-
IIast rojioC, BOCKJIMKHYyJa OHa.— CH)KY 3Jech
B3allepTH, U B OKOIIKO HeJb3s1 MHe Tellepb BEI-
IJIIHYTh.

— Her, 4 TOJIBKO AyMaJl... — HadaJl O6b110 bec-
TY>KeB, IIOJHUMaAsICh Ha IIBIIIOYKH U CTapascCh 3a-
IJIIHYTb B OKHO.

— S BOT 4TO CcKaxy Tebe, IleTp Mwuxauo-
BUY, — pe3Ko Ilepebmyia ero AHHa MOaHHOB-
Ha, — g 60JIbllle He MOTy Tak!.. 3TO C yMa COUTH
MO>kHO. IIpocTo BO3BMY, /a U ybery B MOCKBY.
YTo 7Ke 3TO B caMOM Jesie? /leHb-TeHbCKOU OHa
CHU[HIIIb, leJIaTh Heyero, HUKOro He BUUIIL, Ta-
Kasi TOCKa BO3bMeT...

— YTo0 JKe JesaTh, Ballla CBETJIOCTD: IT0JIOXKE-

HUe TepIIOTMHU 3acTaBJIIeT HUHOIZAA... — IIOIIHI-
TaJICA BO3PasUTh becTy KeB.
— IJra "reproruHg"! — KpukHyJa AHHa Hoas-

HOBHA, THEBHO CBepKHYB IJIasaMH.— BOT yXK
OHa MHe re! — ¥ OHa II0Ka3aJia cebe Ha ropJo.
becty’keB Buaes, YTo AHHa MoaHHOBHA pac-
ceprKeHa He Ha IIIYTKY. B Takve MHUHYTHI OHa HH-
KOTZla He IIOMHMJIA ce6s Y, BBIU/A U3 TeplleHUs,
MOIJIa Ha/le/laTb KaKUX-HUOY[Ab XJIOIOT, B3JY-
MaB, IOXKaJIyH, B CaMOM Jiejie yexXaTh, He CIIPO-



CACh Tocyzaps, B MockBy. Hy>KHO OBLIIO UeM-HU-
OyAb YCIIOKOUTH €e.

— A 4 11eJ1 K BaM BOBCe He [JI1 TOTO, YTOObI
paccepauts Baiy CBeTJIOCTh, — IIOMOJIYAB, MAT-
KO 3arOBOPHJI OH. — HaIpoTus, s yMaJl IIpeiIo-
JKUTh BaM YCTPOUTH OXOTY, eCJIH OyIeT YIOZHO.

Anna MoaHHOBHA Tak U pacrsesia Bcsa. OX0Ta,
ObLIa JIIOOUMBIM €€ yI0B0JIbCTBUEM.

— UTo X, g pajia, — CKasaja OHa, y>Ke kajes
0 CBOEH BCIIBIIIIKE, Ka3aBIlleHcsd e Tellephb Jarke
6ecipUYUHHOK. — TOJILKO KaKas Ke Tellepb MO-
’KeT OBITH oxXoTa?... OX0Te He BpeMs Tellepb, —
nob6aBuia OHa CHOBA U3MEHHUBIIIUMCS I'0JIOCOM,

— OxoTra caMasl HeOOBIKHOBeHHas. Bupure
JIM, BCe J[O0JDKHBI OBITH BepxXaMM, a OJUH U3
YY4aCTHUKOB BBIOUpaeTcs 3BepeM, U [I0JDKEH
CKPBITHCS OT OCTaJbHBIX. Er0 MIMyT, TOHATCA 3a
HUM, U TOT, KTO IIOMMaeT, — II0JIy4aeT IIPU3, —
CTaJ pacckaselBaTh becTy)keB, BCIIOMHUHAs TYT
JKe IIPUIIeAIyI0 eMy B TOJIOBY HOBYIO 3aTel0
CBOEH [ouepH, KOTOPYIO Ta X0TeJla IIPUBECTH Ha
IHAX B UCIIOJTHEHHE.

— JIoBKO nmpuayMaHo! — obpasoBasacb AHHA
HoanHoBHa. — Korza e 3To 6yzeTr? Hy>XHO IIO-
cKopee, IleTp MuxaitjioBUY.



— Korza Batra cBeT/IOCTh IIpHUKa’KeT, — OTBe-
TUJI becTyXeB, — s1 BeJI IPUTOTOBUTH JIOIIIA-
()78

— Hert, Hacuer Jiomnraziest g y>k caMa pacIliops-
KYChb... /la, BOT UTO: BeJId IIPUIJACUTHL Ha 3Ty
OXOTY TOKe BOJIKOHCKOTrO, UTO OBLJI BUepa y Tebs.

becty>xeB BHUMaTeJIbLHO IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha Hee.

— Begp yeMm GoJibllle Hapoja, TeEM JIydllle, —
nosicHuiIa AHHa HMoaHHOBHA, KHMBKOM TIOJIOBBI
IIoKasblBag rodmapiiaay, 4YTo OH MOXKeT Yy[a-
JIUTHCS.

BOJIKOHCKMM BCe 3TO yTPO AyMaJsl O BUepalrll-
HeM Beuepe, 0 becTy)XeBoM U 0 TOM, KakK OHa
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero, Korjga KyJeCHUK Jejajl CBoe
npenckasaHve. OH HUKaAK He MOT OKUJATh, UTO
HUMEHHO K HeMy OyZeT OTHOCHUTBLCSI CaMOe BarK-
HOe IIpe[icCKasaHVe U YTO UMEHHO ero cygbba
CTaHeT CaMOI0 HWHTEPEeCHOI0, U 3TO IIpeJicKasa-
HUe 3aH5JI0 €ro.

OT YUepeMsuHa OH y3HAaJI, UTO KyJeCHUK OCTa-
HOBMJICA y IIacTOpa JIIOTEPAHCKOM IepKBU. OH
CKOpPO HallleJl MaJIeHbKUU TOMUK, MUMO KOTOPO-
ro Bcerja IIPUXOAUJIOCH XOOUTH U3 3aMKa B IO-
POZ, ¥ KOTOPHIHN CTOSI HeaJIeKO OT IepKBH, Ha
bepery peku, II0UYTH y CaMOI'0 MOCTa, OMHUM 60-



KOM BBIIABIINCh U3 BHICOKON KaMEHHOM CTeHHI,
3aKpPBITOM KaKUM-TO TYCTBIM II0JI3YUMM pacTe-
HUeM. K 1macTopy MO>XKHO GBLJIO IIOIIACTh, TOJIBKO
BOWZS C OPYroro KOHIIA YJIUIBI B IIePKOBHYIO
OTpafly ¥ MUHHOBAB IIepKOBHEIN can. llepKoBb
OblIa OKpy’KeHa TEMHBIMU BETBUCTBIMHU CTapHhI-
MU JepeBbsIMHU, Cpelr KOTOPBIX IIJIa JOBOJILHO
IIMPOKad ajijles, U B KOHIIe ee BH/IHesIach CTeHa
IIaCTOPCKOIO caZa C HeOOJIbIIOKW KeJe3HOH
IBepilel. BeTBU ObUIM OYe€Hb I'YCThI, U COJIHEY-
Hble JIy4H JIUIIb U3peKa NpoOHUBaJIMCh CKBO3b
HUX, IIpopesbIBas CHIPOM II0JIyMpaK TeHU U KJla-
I Koe-T[ie CBeTJIble IIITHa Ha BJIaKHYI0, TEMHYIO0
IOPOXKKY aJlJIeN.

Korga HuxkuTa ®eopoBUY BXOAMJI C OHOTO
KOHIIa, Ha JPyrOM OTBOPHJIAaCh MaJjIeHbKasl [IBep-
I1a, U B ee YeTHIPeXyTroJIbHUKe, BIPYT OCBETUB-
IIeMCs COJIHIIEM, 3aJIMBABIINM CBOMMU JIyUYaMH
CafiK IacTopa, Kak B paMKe, II0Kas3aJUCh [[Be
JKeHCKHe OQUIYpHl C KJIAHABIINUMCSA IIaCTOPOM;
KOTOPBIM, IIPOIasich, IIPOBOXKaJ UX, BOJIKOH-
CKHU He CTOJILKO IJIa3aMU, CKOJIBKO BCEM CVIIe-
CTBOM CBOUM y3Haj Arpadeny IleTpoBHy. OHa
CMeJIO IIJIa K HEMY HaBCTpeuy, cZejlaB HeCKOJIb-
KO II1aroB BIIepe[, y3Hala B CBOI0 OUepenb KHA3S



Hukury.

OHa, BUAUMO, CMyTHJIACh — M T€M, UTO OH 3a-
cTaJl ee 3[1eCb, U TeM, UTO OHU BCTPETUJIUCE CIIY-
YalHo, ¥ TeM, HaKOHeIl, UTO OH MOJKeT 3aMeTUTh
ee cMmyleHHe. Kak HU CTpaHHO OBLIO I Hee
9TO UYBCTBO, KOTOpOE€ OHAa, BCEeI/la yBepeHHasa B
cebe, pe[IKO UCIIBIThIBAJIA, HO €U He ObLIO HelIlpHU-
ATHO, UTO 3TOT MaJIO 3HAKOMBIM el UeJIOBEK BU-
IUT ee CMYILeHHOIO.

C nepBoro xe B3rigaa Ha Hukurty ®ernopoBu-
4a, C BOCTOPIrOM CMOTPEBIIIero Ha Hee, OHa II0HT-
Jla, YTO OH JII0OyeTcs el0 Tak, KaK OHa eCTh, JII0-
OyeTcd fa’ke caMbIM CMYIlleHHEM, KOTOpOe IJIsg
Hero TakK >Ke IIPeKPacHO B Hell, KaK U BCe OCTaJIb-
Hoe. 1 oHa He TOJIBKO IIPOCTHUJIA €ro 3a TO, YTO
CMYTHJIACh IIpeJ HUM, HO ¥ II0YYBCTBOBAJIA, UTO
OH B 3Ty MHHYTy He TaK el 4YyXJd, KaK Bce
oCTaJIbHble, TOUHO BCe 3TO OBLIO y>Ke pas IIpef
HeIO: U 3Ta TeMHas ajules ¢ BEICOKUMH [[ePeBbi-
MU, U 3TU IIPOOUBIIHECS CKBO3b JIUCTBY JIY4U U
TJIaBHOE 3TOT CHIPO# 3aIlaX BEKOBLIX ApPeBeCHBIX
CTBOJIOB, CMeIIIaHHBIA C GJaroyxaHueM >KaCMU-
Ha.

— Brl K HeMy? — crpocuia bectykeBa, IIep-
Bas OBJIaJieB CO00I0 X KUBKOM TIOJIOBBI IIOKa3Bbl-



Bas Ha KaJIUTKY.

— /la, K HeMIly, — 4yTh CJIBIIIHO IIPOTOBOPHUII
Hukura ®enopoBud, yKe HUCIBITHIBasg B cebe Ty
JIETKOCTh U BOJIHEHMe, KOTOpbIe BCeIfla OXBaThlI-
BaJId €ro, TOYHO BBIPOCIIHE M TOTOBBIE PaCIIy-
CTUTBHCA KPBLIbs, KOIZa OH CMOTpeJI Ha 3Ty [e-
BYILIKY WJIH JyMaJl O HeH.

— VexauJl, ceroffHs1 yTpoM yexaJl, — C YIbIOKOH
oTBeTH Ia becTy>XeBa U IIpoIIlIa MUMO.

BoJipllle OHM HHYero CJI0BaMHU He CKasad
Ipyr apyry, Ho Hukura ®eopoBHUY UyBCTBOBAJ,
4TO II0CJ/Ie 3TOM BCTPEUM OHHU CTaId TOYHO 6oJlee
6JIM3KH, U UTO 3Ta CIy4allHOCTDb He IIPOM/ieT 6ec-
CJIe/THO.

[TacTOp IIOATBEPAUJI €My, UTO [OKTOp [lei-
CTBUTEJILHO CEeTrO/HSI PaHO YyTPOM yexasl U3 Mu-
TaBbl K He IIOKejaJl COOOINMUTH, Kyla HMEHHO;
HO BOJIKOHCKHI y>Ke He »KaJIeJsl, YTO He MOTI TOBO-
PHUTH C YePHBIM JJOKTOPOM.



v
OXOTA

HHa MoaHHOBHaA caMma pacnopsbkKaaach IIpH-

TOTOBJIEHHWEM K IIOTEIlIHOM 0X0Te, KOoTopas
OblTa Ha3HaueHa B ee 3aropojHOM JioMe OJIU3
MuwurasByl, B Bupniay. 3aTess 04eHb IIOHpaBHJIACh
ey, U KaK[bIi [leHb OHA 3acTaBJIsa JiejlaTh BHI-
BOJKY JIOIIa/ieH y ce6s1 Ha KOHIOIIIHE, BbIOUpas U
pacrpezesnss UX [JId Y4aCTHUKOB IIOTeXH. 3a
IleHb 110 OXOTHI OHA yexaJsa B Bupliay 1 HoueBa-
Jia TaM. I'OCTH [TOJDKHBI OBLIM CheXaThCs K Jecs-
TH 4YacaM yTpa. BepXoBble JIOIIagu TepllOrMHU
OBLIU IIPUBe/IEHE] TY/la 3apaHee.

UepeMsUH ¢ BOJIKOHCKHM SIBUJIMCH B 3KHIIA-
’Ke B Bupriay paHbllle JpyTruX; HO IIOYTHU ceyac
BCJIe[l 3a HUMMU IIpHeXajid HECKOJIbKO HeMeIlKUX
6apoOHOB, KOTOpBIE, BEXKJINBO pPaCKJIaHSABIIUCE,
IOIIJIM B KOHIOIITHIO OCMaTPUBAaTh JIOIIafel. 3a-
TeM IIpUCKaKaJl BepPXOM JparyHCKue O0QUIEPHI;
IIOTOM, B TSDKeJIOM II030JI0UEHOM KOJIbIMare C
rariykoM Ha 3aIisiTKax, [rpuexai becTyxes.

Huxkura ®eopoBUY Aymall, YTO ¢ ropmapiia-
JIOM IIpHe[ileT U ero J04Yb U pPajfoBajICd CBOUM



0’KUIAHUIM; HO Tellepb V Hero HeBOJLHO SBU-
JIOCb COMHEHUeE, IIpUeleT JIU OHa BOOOIIe, U BCe
eMy IIepecTajlo 3/lecb HpaBUTHLCA. IIOOMTU U
CIIPOCUTHL Y BecTykeBa 0 ero foudepy, OH, pasy-
MeeTCs, He pelascs.

Bce 9TH IHU IIOTOMIA CTOSAIA UyAeCHas1, U Cero-
ITHSI TOo>Ke Heb0 OBLJI0 6e306J/IauHO0 U SICHO. M0JIOo-
Ible JIFOIY, 6JIecTd Ha COJIHIIE CBOMMU PaCIIUTHI-
MU KapTaHaMM U rajJilyHaMU Ha LUIANax, X0AUIN
B OKUJAaHUU TepIOTUHU II0 HEeOOJBIION ILIO-
1jaiKe mpea roMoM. AHHa MloaHHOBHA JIOJITO He
BBIXOAWJIA. BecTy)keB HECKOJIBbKO pa3 BIJISIbI-
BaJICd B JaJb TOPOTH, IepsKa PYKy Haf Ij1asaMu
OT COJIHIIA, U 3aTeM 0eCIIOKOMHO IIPOXa>KUBaJICs
110 KPBUIBITY.

— Koro ke MBI JXeM? — CIIPOCUJI KHA3b Hu-
kuta PemopoBuY y UepemM3uHa.

— Kak koro?... 'epjoruHI0? — OTBETHJI TOT,
HeI0BOJIbHO II0KUMas IJIeYyaMU.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA BEIIILIA HA KPBLJIbIIO CUSAIO-
Iiasi ¥ OO0BOJIbHAA, B IJIMHHOM SIPKOM ILIAThHE,
e KOTOPOro HeCc MaJleHbKUU mak. EX mop-
BeJIU CTPOMHYH, KPAaCUBYI0 JIOIIAAh O] Yellpa-
KOM, C rep6aMU KypJISH/ICKHX I'epIi0T0B.

becTy’keB TO’Ke CeJI BEPXOM.



" o4eHb HY)KHO II0 3TAaKOU >Kape 6e3 TOJIKY
CJIOHATHCSA! — paccy’Kza BoJIKOHCKUM, 3a6upas
3a 3arpHUBOK JIOILIAAM U IIOJHHMAs HOI'Yy B CTpe-
Mg. — M dero, mmpaBo, He BBIAyMarwT!. A BOT
BO3BMY, /1a ¥ yeay!.." — peImI OH, II0II1aB B CTpe-
Msd, U OBICTPO BCKOYWJI Ha HeTepIIeJNBYI0, He
CTOSIBIIIYIO CIIOKOMHO Ha MecCTe JIOIIa/b.

Tojsimma OXOTHHUKOB, ¢ AHHOIO HMoaHHOBHOM
BIlepeaH, II1aroM BelexXasia Ha gopory. M3o Bcex
JIWLY YJIBIOAIOIUMCS OBIJIO TOJIBKO OJHO — JIMIIO0
CaMOM repIlorvMHU. Bce ocTasibHBIE CHEJIH HaCy-
IUBIINUCH U MOPIIUINCEH OT JIydelr IIPAMO OWB-
I1ero UM B IJIa3a COJIHIA.

Tak MoJsiya IIpoexaJd HeKOTOpoe BpeMs.
Hy>kHO OBLIO, HaKOHeIl, UTO-HUOYJb IIpeIIpU-
HATHL — CBEPHYTH C LOPOIH, YTO JIH, a TO, IIPO-
IoJDKast TaK, MOKHO OBLIO [oeXaThb [0 CaMOU
MuraBbl. AHHa MoaHHOBHA II0YYBCTBOBAaJja 3TO.
Ho, BUIMMO, HUKTO He XOTeJ IIOMOYb el; Bce
OBLIM TOTOBBI UCIIOJHATHL TOJILKO ee IIpUKasa-
HU, a YTO U KaK IIPHUKAa3aThb — OHA II0JIOXKHU-
TeJIbHO He yMeJIa.

"BoT 3Ta BecTy’keBa HaBepHOe 3HaJa Obl, UYTO
Telleph feJsaTh, — He 6e3 3aBUCTH IIofyMasia rep-
LIOTHHSA. — 1 U4TO OHHU HaXOJAT B Hel, IpaBo? Xy-



Ila — U 60JIbIlle HUUEro", — paccy’kzajia OHa IIpo
0e3MOJIBHO eIyIIMX 3a HEK Tellepb MOJIOJBIX
JIFOIeH.

JlericTBUTeJIbHO, OHU U CaMU He MOTJHU IIO-
HATH, [I0UeMy, KOIZia IIpel TOM >Ke TOJIIION UX,
KaK cerofHs, ObIBasla B Jpyrue OHU becTyxe-
Ba, — BCe OBLIO WHAYe, IBJSJIUCH OTKYJa-TO U
BeceJsibe, U cMeX. becTy)xeBa IIpM 3TOM HUUETO,
Kas3aJIoCh, He Jiejiajia, YTOOBI BhI3BATh TaKOe Ha-
cTpoeHue. AHHA XKe MIo0aHHOBHA, HAIIPOTUB, BCe-
MU CHJIaMU CTapajlacb — W HUYEro U3 3TOro He
BBIXOIUIIO.

— Hy, 4uTo0 X, mokasyii, CBepHYTbL MOKHO? —
crpocwia AHHa HMoaHHOBHA, 060payUBasiCh K
BectyxeBy.

— VX 3TO Kak yrogHO Balllell CBETJIOCTH, —
OTBETUJI TOT.

— /la MHe YyTrOJHO TOJIbKO, YTOOBI BeCeJIO OBI-
JIO; BBl CKa’KUTe KaK, HY’KHO Tellepb CBEepPHVTh,
YTO JIN?

— A BOT, Ka)KkeTcCd, I0Yb MOS eIeT — OHa II0-
Ka)keT, — CKasaJ becTy)XeB, CMOTpPsI Ha [OPOIY,
rje y>xe 6esiesio 06J1aK0 IIBUIH, B KOTOPOE TaBHO
JKaJHBIMH IJ1a3aMHy BIuiIca HukuTta deopoBUY.

IIpy mMeHU BecryxkeBoii AHHa HMoaHHOBHAa



BAPYT PeLINTeJbHO IIOBEpPHYJIa JIOIIaLb U, KaK
OyaTO cama 3Has, 4TO el JeJaTh, KPYIIHOK PHI-
ChI0 TI0€eXaJsa IMpsIMo B Ioje. TaM, Ha IOpOTe, T
exasia becTy)keBa, TakKe OKpPY’)KeHHasl OXOTHHU-
KaMH, 3aMeTWJIHU 3TO ABYOKeHUe. Ho ArpadeHa
[TleTpoBHa BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI IIOTHATH CBOXO JIO-
majb Imbve, HAIPOTHUB, pHUEp)Kala ee U II0-
exaJia I11aroM, CBepHYB, OJJHaKO, TOKe B II0JI€.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, 0TCKAKaB OT JOPOTH Ha [0-
BOJILHO 00JIBIIIOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OCTAHOBUJIACh.
OHa BUfesa, uTO becTyKeBa, HApOYHO He CIIellla,
11aroM IpUoJIM>KaeTcsd K HUM, U el X0TeJI0Ch BO
4TO OBl TO HU CTAJI0 HAYaTh «0XOTY» PaHbIIIe TO-
r'0, KaK OHa II0AbeleT.

— Hy, rocriozia, Kak >ke, KTO >Ke OyieT 3BepeM,
a? — cIpocusia 0OHa, JI06e3HO yJIbI0asACh U HeTep-
I1eJIMBO I10BOpayuBascCh Ha cepje. — /la, Hy XKe,
CKOpee HaUMHaUTe!.. — YyTh He YMOJISII, T00aBU-
JIa OHa.

Ho HUKTO He BBHIKa3bIBaJl 0COOEHHOU TOPOII-
JIUBOCTH. BUIMUMO 6BLJIO, UTO HHUKTO He TBUHET-
csd, IIOKa He noabeneT ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, KO-
TOpasi, TOUYHO HapOYHO, [pasHd U PUCYACH, IIO-
IBUTajlaCcb OCOOEHHO MeJJIeHHO, IIpHUep KaB
ellle CBOIO JIOIIaAb U OeperKHO 00besykasd Kax-



Y0 KOUKY.

"Muiymka!" — 4yTh He BBIPBaIoCh Y HuKWU-
ThI ©elopoBHUYa HABCTPEUY €.

HakoHely ee OoJsiblllasg cepas JIOIIaZb Mep-
HBIM, KPaCUBBIM II1arOM, 0CO6EHHO JIOBKO OKpPYT-
JIA4 IIepeHKe HOTH, II0LOIIIa II0YTH BILJIOTHYIO
K JIOIIIaY TePIIOTUHH.

C nmosiBsieHKeM becTy)KeBO BCe JIMIlA 0KHMBU-
JIACB.

— Jlo6GpBIN [ieHb, Ballla CBETJIOCTh! — 06paTH-
JIach OHA II0-HeMeIlKU K AHHe [loaHHOBHE C TOXO
yJIBIOKOM, Yapylolllee BlieyaTJIeHHe KOTOPOM OHa
3HaJIa.

U, nerCTBUTEJILHO, 3TA YJIbIOKA CIIOCOOHA OBI-
JIa IPUMHUPHUTE C HEI0 BCSKOIO.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA He MOIJIa He YYBCTBOBATh,
4TO Telepb OyZeT HellpeMeHHO Beceso, IIOTOMY
4TO y 9TOM 6e3KM3HEeHHOU IIpesK/ie TOJIIbI BIPYT
IBWIACh Ayllla, U TOJIIa IIPOCHyJsack. Ob6iee
O0’KUBJIeHHE HEeBOJIbHO Ilepenasochk AHHe HoaH-
HOBHEe, U B HeH He3aMeTHO pPAacTasyl0o BCSIKOe
HeyJ0BOJIbLCTBHE IIPOTUB becTy>XeBo1.

— ArpadeHna IleTpoBHa, — obpaTUIach OHa K
Heli, — HYy, KaK Ke HaUWHAThL?

BecTyxeBa o6Besa Ij1asaMHU OXOTHHUKOB. Cpe-



OU HUX OCOOEHHO BBIJEJISJICI CBOUM CaMOZ0-
BOJIbHBIM 06eJI0-pO30BBIM JIUIIOM OTKOPMJIEH-
HBIY, IJIaZleHbKUI HEMYUK, ChIH CTapllero o6ep-
paTa, B3TPOMO3AUBIIHUNCA Ha OIPOMHYIO JIO-
Iagb, BOBCE He COOTBETCTBOBABIIYIO €r0 Ma-
JIEHbKOMY, IIYXJIOMY TeJIbITy.

— Hy, 6apoH, Bble3KauTe! — IIpeIoKUIa
eMy ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.

BapoH xpabpo gaJj LIIIOphl CBOEMY KOHIO U
BBIZIBUHYJICS, CTapasch IIpo6paThbCca MeEXXAy
HeTepIeJIMBO TOIITABIIMMICA Ha MeCTe JIO-
I1aJbMU.

— /la He Taxk... Tyna, B mmosie! — 1osscHuIa be-
CTY>KeBa, IIPOTATUBAs PYKY BIlepe[ U YKa3bIBas B
IIPOCTPaHCTBO. — MbI 6yjileM CcUHUTaTh [0 CTa, B
3TO BpeMs BBl MOYKeTe yexXaThb KyZa YroJHO, a 3a-
TeM MBI IIocKaueM 3a BaMu. Hy, UepeM3uH, CUH-
TanTe! — IIpHUKa3sasa OHa.

bapoH ele pa3 faJi IIIIOPHl, €0 OIPOMHBIHN
KOHb, BUJUMO, He >KeJlasd OTAeAThCI OT JAPYTrUxX
JIolaiel, repebpaj HOrTaMHU U CTaJl IIITUTHCS.

— Pas, 1Ba... — Hayas YepeM3uH.

— IlocTo¥iTe, IOTOLUTeE, ellle He BpeMsd, s ellle
He HayaJl, — 3a6eCroKomIcsa 6apoH, eBa OXBa-
THIBasg CBOMMU KOPOTEHBLKMMHU HOTaMU KpYThIe



OOKa JIOLIa/H, KOTOpast TPsICa TOJI0BOX0 H IIPO-
JoJDKaJIa IMATUThCS.

— OfuHHAAIATE, ABEHAAlaTh, — HEYMOJIHUMO
IIpomosKaaI YepeM3uH.

BapoH oT4assHHO 3amMaxajl PyKOI0 X YTO OBLIO
CHJIBI YAapPHJI KOHS XJIBICTOM. TOT BAPYT PBaHYJI-
s BIIepe/ ¥ ITOCKaKaJI 110 II0JII0 CJIOMS TOJIOBY.

KpyroMm Bce 3acMmessiiuchb. bapoH Heccs, pacTo-
IBIPSA HOTH U OTKHUHYBILMCE Ha3aJl, TOUHO IIOBHUC
Ha II0BOJABLSX... ET0 IIAIIa C OTPOMHBIM IIepOM
CBaJIJIaCh HasaJZ, U Tpellajlacb Ha pPeMeIIKe,
CITIOJI3IIIEM CO IIeK 6apoHa. IIpocKakaB TaKUM 00-
pasoM, JIOIIagb KPyro OCTaHOBHJIACh, B 6apoH
IIepeKHHYJICI Ha ee Ilel0, KOTOPYH HEBOJbLHO
OXBaTHUJI PyKaMH, 4TOOBI He II0JIeTeTh Uepes Io-
JIOBY JIOIIIQ/IH.

UepeM3HH B 3TO BpeMsI JOILIeJNI yoKe [0 IIIeCTH-
JeCSATH.

durypa 6apoHa ObliIa OYeHb CMeEIIHA, B OCO-
6EHHOCTH C TOU CTOPOHBI, C KOTOPOU IJIs[es I Ha
Hero ocraJbHble. OTPOMHBIN KOHb, IIOYYBCTBO-
BaB, [JOJDKHO OBITH, HETBEPAOCTh CBOEIO Ce0Ka,
Iojjasl 3affHUMM HOTaMH, U 6apoH ellje Kpelrde
IIpUIIaJI K ero Iee, He obpalas y>ke BHUMaHUsI
Ha TO BIle4aTIeHHe, KOTOPOe OH IIPOMU3BOMHT.



— /leBAHOCTO BOCEMb, [IEBSIHOCTO [eBAThb, —
cydTa] YepeMsHH, — CTO! — HaKOHeI| KPUKHY.JI
OH.

HeckoJ/IbKO JIOIIa/ield KUHYJIMCH II0 Hallpas-
JIEHUIO0 HeCuacTHOro 6apoHa, OUBIIIEroCs Ha CBO-
ey JIoLIaZy Iocpeau IIoJid. becTykeBa czesasa
TOJIBKO BHUJ, YTO KHHyJIaCh BMeCTe C JPYTHUMH,
HO Ha CaMOM /JieJie ocTajaack c3afgyd. OHa 3aMeTH-
JIa, UTO HECKOJIbKO MOJIOABIX JIFO/IEH, MeXKIY KO-
TOPBIMH OBLT BOJIKOHCKHM, CAesaJu TO Ke Ca-
Moe.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA IlepBas HacTUIJIa 6apoHa U
IIOJIyYHJIa IIePBEIN IIPH3.

Jlomazy TOJBKO PasrOPAYU/IACEH 3TOI0 KOPOT-
KOHM cKaykoi. HUKTO, pasymeeTcs, He UMeJI elre
BpPEeMeHH yCTaTh, HAIIPOTUB, Ka’KA0My Ka3asocCh,
4TO OH MOJKeT XOTb IIeJIbIi [leHb IIPOBEeCTH, He
cjIesas ¢ Jomagy. Y 6apoHa IIoIjIa KpOBb U3 HO-
ca, KOTOPBIM OH, OYeBUJHO, Pasbui, KOrja Ha-
TKHYJICS Ha IIIel0 CBOero KOHs, HO U 6apoH CTa-
paJjicsa OIpaBUTHLCA U BCEMHU CHJIAMH JKeJIaJl II0-
KasaTh, YTO 3TO €My HHUYETO.

[Tocse 6apoHa B KauecTBe 3Bepsl Bblexay Ye-
pemMsuH. OH He TOPOIIACH OTEJHJICA OT OXOTHH-
KOB, CIIOKOMHO BBEDK/aJI MOMEHTA, KOTZa OHHU II0-



CKaKaJI¥, Y, IIOAIYCTUB UX OBOJILHO OJIM3KO K
cebe, BHE3AITHO OTCKOYMJI B CTOPOHY, a 3aTeM,
cesiaB O0JIBIIION KPYT HO IIOJIKO, IIOJJAJICS Tep-
IJOTHHe. Bce 3T0 OBIJI0 UCIIOJITHEHO KPaCUBO U Be-
ceJIo.

BecTy>XeBa Bce BpeMd e3ua, coeperas CHUJIbI
cBoet jsomaau. OHa OTJIMYHO BUJeEsa, 4To Ye-
peM3uH mofgasicd replioTHHe U Ipeskae APYyTUX
OCTaHOBUWJIACh HAa HEOOJIBIIIOM XOJIMHUKe, KaK ObI
ocMaTpHBas MeCTHOCTh. MaJio-ItoMasly Bce Haua-
JIU TI0[TbE37KaTh K Hel.

OHHU BCe He3aMeTHO IIPUOIU3UINUCH Tellepb K
HeOO0JIBIIIOMY JIECKY, KOTOPBIU IIpesKzie TOJIBKO
CHHeJI IIpel, HUMH TOHKOIO II0JIOCKOM BJAJIU OT
IOPOTH.

— He mopa 711 obefaTh, Ballla CBETIOCTH? —
nogbesyKass KPYIIHOIO PBICHIO, CIIPOCHUII y TepIio-
TUHU becTy)KeB, He y4aCTBOBABIIIHUUI B CKaUKaxX U
JIAIIH CTeIIeHHO Ha6JIF0aBIIUN 3a HaMU.

— Ax, HeT eme, noroxu, Ilerp Muxauo-
BUU! — oTBeTUIa AHHa MloaHHOBHA, 6J1eCTS pas-
TOpPEBIINUMUCA IJIa3aMU.

— Hy, a XT0 moiMaeT MeHd? — BAPYI KPUK-
Hysa Arpag¢eHa [leTpoBHa, U, IIpeXX[e 4eM KTO-
HUOY[b yCIleJ OIIOMHUTLCSI, OHA ObLIa yXKe Yy



OIIYILIKH JIeca, IIepelphIirHyjia KaKyr-TO KaHaBY
U HMCYe3jia B 3eJIEHHU JIepeBbeB.

— Kypma TrBIL.. cymMmacuepias! — MOT TOJBKO
KPUKHYTE OTeLl BCJIe ei.

Hukura PemopoBuY BMecTe C APYTUMH, He
IIOMH ce6s1, KUHYJICA 3a becTy>KeBOH.

OHU 6BICTPO MHHOBAJIU IIPOCTPAHCTBO, OT/e-
JIABIllee MX OT Jieca, ¥ BOJIKOHCKHH, K CBOeMY
YAOBOJILCTBHIO, YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro JIOIIaAb
ellfe COBEPIIIEHHO CBeKa U JIETKO IIepeIIpPhIrHyIa
KaHaBy y Jeca. IIpurubasce K cefiy1y, YTOOBI BeT-
BU He MelllajJIkd eMy, OH II0eXaJl MeXX1y epeBhbi-
MH, CTapascCh pasIyIafeTh CJef Jolagu Arpade-
HBI IIeTpPOBHEI, U C yKacoOM 3aMedasl, 4TO 3TO
HEeBO3MO’KHO, ¥ YTO OH TepsieTcsd B dYallle II0XO-
JKUX IPYr Ha Apyra CTBOJIOB Jieca. OH OIJIsgfesIcs
KpyroM. OCTaJbHBIX OXOTHHUKOB y>Ke He OBLIO
BUIHO. TOJILKO HAaIIpaBO M HaJIeBO CJBIIIAJIOCH
XpyCTeHHe BeTOK U BaJIeKHUKA, JIOMAaBIIIEroCsa
II0JI HOTaMHM HX Jiollagel. BOJIKOHCKHIA OCTaHO-
BHJICA. MaJio-IloMajsly TpPecK BasleKHHUKa CTall
cilabee UM, HaKOHeIl, BOBCe 3aMOJK. OUeBUJHO,
BCe pas3bexaluCh, CAep>KaB JIOIIazfey, II0TOMY
4T0 GecliesibHasg CKauKa Oblla He Hy>KHa U OIlac-
Ha. Kuasp Hukura 1moexas Brepez Hayrag. OH



IOJITO TIPO6UpasICs MeXAy LepeBbsIMM, He 3Has
HalpaBJIeHUs U He OTAaBas cebe oTdyeTa, efeT
JIA OH BIlepej WU HasaJ U CKOJIBKO BpeMeHU
IIPOIILJIO C TeX II0P, KaK OHU BheXaJIu B JIeC.

"HeT, — coobpa’kajl OH, — BEPHO, I CBEPHYJI C
IOpOry, IIOTOMY YTO HHaye BCTPeTHJ OBl KO-
ro-Hubyzasb... boke motit!.."

U ceppaite ero c)kajoch IIPU MBICJIH, UTO KTO-
HUOYIb IOpPYyroil HACTUTHET ee U YTO0, MOXKEeT
OBITH, Tellepb OHa y>Ke HaCTUTHYTa, ¥ 0X0Ta KOH-
4eHa, U BCe, 3a0bIB 0 HEM, COOpaJIUCh Ie-HUOYIb
U 3aBHUAYIOT OXOTHHUKY, KOTOPOMY YJIBIOHYJIOCH
cerogHsa cuactbe. /[pIXaHue y Hero C)Kajoch, U
cepAlle 3a0UIOCh — HeyKeJIU KTO-HUOYIb [pY-
I'OH, He OH, O6yZeT cerogHs 1obeguresneM? U, yaa-
PUB JI0IIa/b, OH II0CKaKaJl BIIepes.

Jlec, cHauaJsIa 4acThIM, HaYaJI pefieThb, ¥ CKOPO
MeJXXly CTBOJIOB II0Ka3aJIMCh IIPOCBETHI.

"Tak U ecTh! — Cc oTUagHHEeM IoxyMasl BoJi-
KOHCKHUU, — 3TO — OIIYIIIKa; s BepPHYJICI Hasaf,
OIIATH K TOMY MECTY, OTKY/Za MBI II0eXaIn..."

Ho BApyr IIpuU3HAaK HaZeXIbl BAOXHYJ B HEro
HOBYI0 cuIy. OH SICHO yCJIBIXaJl QBIPKaHbe Ubel-
TO JIOLIAAW U TSDKEJIYI0 HEPOBHYIO IIOCTYIb KO-
IIBIT.



"A BIOpPYr 3TO — OHA?" — MEJILKHYJIO Y BoJr-
KOHCKOT0, HO TYT Ke, II0 OMeHUI0 CBOETO CepAlla,
OH PEIIUJI, YTO 9TO He MOKeT ObITh becTyrkeBa.

OH BpIexasl He Ha OIYIIKY, KaK eMy II0Ka3a-
JIOCH CHAayaJia, HO Ha TOBOJILHO IITUPOKYIO JIecC-
HYI0 IIOJIIHKY, I7le Ipel OOJIbIINM KOPSIBHIM
IIHEM TOIITajlaCh Ha OJHOM MecTe OTPOMHAas JIO-
mangb 6apoHa, HAIlpaCHO CHUJIMBIIETOCS OZ0JIeTh
ee yIIOpCTBO.

— HakoHenl-TO  KTO-HUOYABL! —  paZjoCTHO
KPUKHYJI 6apOH, — Tellepb HUYero, OHa ITOMIEeT
3a Ipyroxo Jjolaabo... Ilorogure MeH:!

Ho BoJIKOHCKHUIT OBICTPO IIOBEPHYJI Has3ajg U
4TO OBLIO CHJIBI BCAAWJI IIIIOPHI B O0Ka JIOIIA/U;
Ta moHecjaachb. OMHAKO OH CJIBIIIAJ, YTO 6apoH
cKaueT 3a HUM, CTAHOBUTCS Bce OJIIDKe U OJIMKe
K HEMY, U Tellepb BCe ero MBICJIU U BCe YMeHbe
ObLIM HAIIpaBJIEHBI K TOMY, UTOOBI OTZEeJIaThCs
BO 4YTO ObI TO HU CTAJIO OT 3TOTO CMEIITHOTO HEM-
11a.

Hukura ®eropoBUY JieTes CTPEeMIJIaB, IIepe-
IIPLITUBAs CBaJIeHHbIE CTBOJIBI, PHITBUHLI U He
obpalliad BHUMaHUS Ha XJIECTaBIIIME ero BeTKH.
bapoH oTCcTajJ OT Hero, a OH, He IIOMHS HUYero,
TakK KaK BAPYT PeIln, YTO Telleph I Hero yxe



BCe IIPOIIAJIO, BCe-TaKKW HeCCs BIIEpeJ, C MYYH-
TeJIbHOM TOCKOI0 IIOBTOPSA cebe:

"A KaK BCe 3TO MOTJIO OBITH XOPOIIIO cerogHs!"

U BApyr mocpenu aToi OellleHOM CKauKU ero
JIOIIaABL BBIHEC/IA CHOBAa Ha IIOJIAHY. TyT, CKpe-
CTHUB Ha I'PYAU PYKH U BBICOKO 3aKHMHYB I'0JIOBY,
OJIHa, ellle He HAaCTUIHyTas HUKeM, CTosIa bec-
Ty>KeBa.

Hukura ®emopoBudY, He Bepsd CBOH IJIasaM,
OpoCHJICI K HeH.

"A, 3TO — BFIL, KHI3b!.." — KakK OFI cKasaJjia OHa
BCEM CBOMM [JBIDKEHHEM U, YIAPUB JIOIIaAb, KU-
HyJIaCh B CTOPOHY.

JlorTHaTh Tellepb ee COCTAaBJIAIO JKHU3HBb MU
CMepTh 111 KHA31 HUKUTEL

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, KaK OBI I111er0JIsI1 CBOUM
yMeHbEM JlepKaThbCsd Ha JIOIIagu U, BUSUMO, OY-
Oy4H OTJIMYHO 3HAKOMa C MECTHOCTBIO, HeCJIach
BIlepe/Y, 3acTaBJIsgsl BOJIKOHCKOTO fiestaTh 6e3yMm-
Hble CKaYKH U IIOBOPOTHL. HO OH, TOTOBEIN JIyU-
IIe 3apesaTh JIOLIAAb KM JIMIIUTLCSI >KHU3HU,
4yeM OTCTaTh, THAJICI C HACTOMYMBBIM, OTYaSH-
HBIM yIIOPCTBOM U HaJeX10M. HeCKOJILKO pas OH
Io4YTH HacTurasa Arpadeny I[leTpoBHY, HO He ObI-
JIO MecTa 00bexaTh €€, M OH BOJIEH-HEBOJIEH J0JI-



JKeH OBLI oCcTaBaThbCA c3aau. HakoHell, 3aMy4uB
CBOUX B3MBUIEHHBIX JIOIIa/lel, OHU IIPHUOJIN3HU-
JIUCHh K onylike. Hukura ®enopoBUyY 6e3KaJioCT-
HO IIOCBLJIAJI W XJIBICTOM, U IIIIOPaMHU CBOKO JIO-
manb. Ho BoT oHa czesiaia, Kasaloch, IIOCIeHee
CTpalllHOe YCUINe — U BOJIKOHCKHU YBU/IEJI, YTO
OH y>Ke cKaueT psgaoM c ArpadeHoii [IeTpOBHOIM,
4TO0, IIPOTSIHYB PYKY, OH MOXKeT LOCTaTh yAWIa
ee somranu. OH HArHyJICA BIIepel W [IeHCTBU-
TeJIbHO CXBAaTHJI IIOJ Y3ALbI JIOIIaLb becTyxKe-
BOM. ArpageHa IleTpoBHa He OXKHUZaJa 3TOT0 U
II0OKayHyJach B cemie. KHA3SL [O/DKEH OBLI 006-
XBaTUThb ee CBOOOJHOI PYKOIO, UTOOBI OHa He
yIiaja, IJTO [BHKeHHe OBLIO COBepIIeHHO
HeBOJIbHO. JlomIagu cresiajf elfe HeCKOJBKO
CKa4yKOB U, U3My4YeHHbIe, TOTOBBI OBLIM OCTaHO-
BUTBLCH. Kak 3TO ClIy4mioch — BOJIKOHCKHUI He
IIOMHWJI, HO 3a0BIB O TOM, YTO OH JiejlaeT, U He
BJIafies1 CO60M, OH B OIIbSTHEHUHU CYACThSI IIPUKOC-
HyJIca r'ybaMu K ropsuyed mjeke ArpadeHs! Ilet-
POBHEL.

JleByIlIKa B3[pOrHyJIa U PBaHyJacb OT HETO.
OH He yaep>kuBaJl. JIomaau II0IIIH II1arOM.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa exaja MOJI4a, HU3KO
OIIyCTHUB I'0JIOBY U Kycas I'yOBbL.



"Bce mpormaino! — gyMaa BOJIKOHCKUU. — Bo-
JKe Mo, boke MoH, 4To 1 Hafgesan!.."

HacynuB 6poBH U He CKasaB €My HH CJIOBA,
Becty>XeBa IIpubIM3nIach, HaKOHeI], K pasbUTo-
My B II0JIe IIaTPy, Y KOTOPOTO AAaBHO I'y/iesI 3BOH-
KU pOr [oes)Kauyero, C3bIBasg YYaCTHUKOB 0XO-
TBI.

BOJIKOHCKUI CJIe3 € JIOIIagy U e[iBa YCTOSI Ha
Horax. KosieHa ero fpokajiu, U pyKH TPSCIIUCH.
JIOJDKHO OBITh, OH OBLI OUeHb OJiefleH, IIOTOMY
4yT0 YepeM3uH C 6eCIOKOMCTBOM IIOJOIIENI K
HeMY U COBETOBAJI BBIIIUTHL BUHA.

— He Hago, — cabbIM, 6e3HaIE’KHBIM TOJIO-
COM OTBeTUJI BOJIKOHCKUI, — Tellepb HUUEro He
HaJo.

—/la 4To Cc TO60I? — HacTauBaj YepeM-
3uH. — TeGe He3TOPOBUTCA?... Thl, BEPHO, CJIUIII-
KOM ycraJl... Tebe 651 BUHa, — IIpejiaraj OH.

Hukurta ®egopoBHY IIOUTH O€CCO3HATEJIb-
HO IIOMMaJ OJHO TOJILKO CJIOBO «BHHa» H
HEeBOJILHO 3allellJICs 3a Her0 MBICJISIMUY, IIpU/aB
eMy CBOe, COBEPIIIEHHO HHOe 3HaUeHUe.

"BuHoBAT, caM BUHOBAT!.." — IIOBTOPSLI OH Ce-
be.

YV mratpa ObLI pas3ocT/iaH OOJIBIIION KOBED,



yCTaBJIeHHLIN IIOCpefUHe SICTBAMH U IIUTBHEM.
3ecs BCe BeCeJIO PaCIOJIOKHUINCh, YyBCTBYA
60JIbIIIOe YA0BOJILCTBHUE XOPOIIO I10eCTh, IIPOBe-
I CTOJILKO BpeMeHH Ha BOJBbHOM BO3[AyXe U
BepxoM. /leHb BBIZAJICI OYeHb YyIauyHBIN. Bece-
JIbe OBLJIO II0JIHOE.

OpuH Huxurta ®emopoBUY CHEI, HU K UeMy
He IIpUTparuBasich. OH OBLT Yy)KJ 3TON Beceson
ToJsire. CerogHs OH UCIBITAaJ] MMMOJIETHO CJIMIII-
KOM 06o0JIbllIOe, He3aclay>KeHHOe, YKpaJeHHOEe,
Kak JlyMaJl OH, CYacThbe, UYTOOBI Tellepb paZ0oBaTh-
Cc1 KaKOMY-TO IIYyCTOMYy M MeJIKOMY BecCeJIbIO.
[IpaBpa, ero Aep3oCTh HUKOIAA He OyJeT IIpollie-
Ha U HaBEeKHU YHecC/a BCAKYIO HalesKay, U Tellepb
HUYTO He MOKeT OBITh eMy pajoCTHO... 1 emy
BIPYTr II0KAas3aJIOCh HEBBIHOCMMO OCTaBaThCA B
9TOM PAaBHOAYIIHOM, IJIYIIOM M COBEpIIEeHHO
Yy>KI0M eMy TOJIIIe, UMeIOIllel CHUJIBI BeCeJTUThCA
U CMesAThCS IIOCJe TOIO, UTO CAYYMJIOCH C HIUM.
OH II0UYBCTBOBAaJI HEYEPKUMYIO YaCTYIO IPOXKD
B IIpaBOY IlleKe U, KaK MOJIHU, I10 ero JIKUITY IIpO-
6e)kasia HepBHad Cy/0pora.

"UTo ¢ HUM?" — MeJILKHYJIO Y becTy>KeBo.

— Kuass HukuTa, — OBICTPO CKasaja OHa,
IIOAHSB TOHKOW, MaJIeHBKOM PYKOI0 XPYyCTasb-



HBIA CTaKaH, — II0JaiiTe MHe MeJa — BOH TOTr'O
KpacHOTO0, YTO CTOUT BO3JIe Bac.

U XU3HBL BepHyJach B AyIy BOJKOHCKOTO.
OH BCTaJI, 3abIXasACh OT HOBOT'O HaXJILIHYBIIIETO
Ha Hero CYacThbd, IIOJOIIes] K Hell U Apo’Kallero
PYKOM HAKJIOHWJI HaJl ee CTaKaHOM OO0JIbIIOHN
KYBIIIUH C MEJ[OM.

— UT0 ¢ BaMU? — YKOPU3HEHHBIM II1eII0TOM
cripocuiia bectyskeBa. — 3TO HU HA YUTO HE I10XO-
xe!

KpyroMm crosiii roBOp U cMeX. HUKTO, Kasa-
JIOCh, He o6paillias Ha HUX BHUMaHUs.

BOJIKOHCKUI BEpHYJICA Ha CBOE MeCTO COBCEM
IpeoOpPasUBIITUNCS, CUSIOIUH.

"JTo ¢ BaMH? ITO HU Ha UTO He II0XO0XKe", —
6e30CTaHOBOYHO TBepAMJ OH cebe, Aymas, 4TO
CXOJUT C yMa OT PajoCTH, IJIANesI Tellepb KPyroM
Ha BCeX JOOPBIMU, ICHBIMU IJIa3aMH, U UX CMeX
U Becejbe, KasaBIllMecs eMy 3a MUHYTY IIpef
TeM HeHaBUCTHBLIMU, Tellepb OBLIN I HEro J0-
POTH, MUJIBL.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA CJjIbllasa, Kak becTykeBa
nojso3Basa K cebe BOJIKOHCKOTO — TOTO CaMOTO
BOJIKOHCKOT0, KOTOPBIH TaK ellle HelaBHO TaM, Y
OKHa 3aMKa, CIIeIINJI OT/eIaThCA OT ee PasroBo-



pa, — BHUJeJa, KaK OH Ilogoles K ArpadeHe Ilet-
POBHE, K 3aMeTHJIa IIepeMeHy B HeM II0CJjIe TOro,
KaK Ta 4YTO-TO THUXO0 CKa3aJja eMy.

"UIb, OMHUM CJIOBOM OCYACTJIHMBHJIA YeJsIOBe-
Ka!"— mopgyMmana AHHa MoaHHOBHA, U AypHOe
YyBCTBO K becTy>XeBoi CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIO B HE.

— I[IpuHecuTe MHe HaKHUJKy, S 3a0bla ee B
mraTpe, — Ppes3Ko M IPOMKO CKasaja OHa IIO-
HeMeIlKH, obpalaiach K ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe.

IIpy aTOM CMeJION ¥ HeOXXKHUJAAaHHOM IIPpUKa3a-
HHUH, KOTOpOe He MOIJIM He CJBIIAaThL BCe, BCEM
KaK-TO C[ieJIajioch HeJ0BKO, U TyJ pasroBopa
BHEe3aIIHO 3aTHX.

bectykeBa M3MeHHWJIACh B JIMIlEe, — HHUKOTJA
ellle HUYero I10400HOT0 He ciIydasochk. Ee orers
YIUBJIEHHO IIOJHSJI TOJIOBY, TOYHO He Beps CBO-
UM yliaM; HO AHHa MloaHHOBHAa, KaK OBl paBHO-
OYIIHO CMOTPS BJaJb, BHUIHUMO, HaCTOMYUBO
JK[taJjia UCIIOJIHEHUA CBOero IIpHUKa3aHusd.

Crapuk becTyXeB BCTaJsI, YTOOBI IIOMTU BMe-
CTO JOUepH 3a HaKUIKOM.

— Korza reprioruHg IpHKasbIBaeT, — BAPYT
elrfe pesde IIpousHecsaa AHHa HMoaHHOBHA, —
HYKHO HEMe/IJIEHHO KCIIOJIHATE ee IIpUKasaHue.
ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, CIBIIIATNA?



BectyXeBa, OJyiefHess U IporKa, IIOLHSIA TOJIO-
By. Ee oTely B y»kace ckaJl cebe BUCKH PyKaMH U
3aKpbLI IJ1asa. OcTajbHBIE IIOTYIIUINUCH, OXKU-
Iasg, 4YTO IIPOM3OMIEeT celuac HeyIep KuMas
BCIBIIIKA ArpadeHs! IleTpoBHEL. Ho OHa, clesaB
HaJ, CO60M yCHJIMe U YyTh CJIBIIIHO IIPOIIEITAaB:
"A-a, ecjIM Tak..." — MeJlJIEeHHO BCTaJjla CO CBOEro
MecCTa, BOLIa B IIaTep M BepHyJach OTTyZa C
HaKUJIKOM.

IIpexxHee Becesbe KaK PYKOU cHsI0. CUmesn
HeJO0JIT0O U MOJI4a; repliorUHA BeJjieja II01aBaTh
Jomragei. «0OxXora» KOHUYMIACH.

\'
BECTY>XEBA

Arpaq)eHa IlerpoBHa BepHyJlacb B MuTaBy
BMeCTe C OTIIOM, M /IOMa C HeH CJesaJcd
HEPBHBIN IIPUIIAJIOK.

[TeTp MuXai0oBHUY Ccepbe3HO 3a6eCIIOKOUIICI
0 370pOBbe JoyepH. OZHAKO OHa Aake 6e3 IIOMO-
IIIK JOKTOpa caMa OIIpaBUJIACH, HO IIPEKHASI Be-
CeJIOCTh He BepHyJach K Hel. OHa XOJHJIa C Ce-
PBE3HEIM, COCPeLOTOYEHHBIM JIMIIOM, Ha KOTO-
POM TakK ¥ 3aCTBLIO IIOSIBHUBIIIEeCS BBIpa’kKeHHe



3aTaeHHOM 00H[bI, KOI7la OHAa BCTaJIa Ha 0XO0Te
3a HaKUIKOM TepIIOTUHU CO cI0BaMU: "A-al ecan
Tak..." becTy)keB BHUMAaTeJbHO CJIeIUJI 3a HEI
U, 3Has ee XapakTep, ObLJI OUeHb BCTPEBOXKEH ee
OyIIeBHBIM COCTOsTHUEeM. OcTaBasIoOCh He 60JIbIle
HeJleJIX 10 29-TO UIOHI — JHI UMEHUH He TOJIb-
Ko camoro ITerpa MuxaijioBuya, HO IJIaBHOE —
rocygaps. 3TOT JeHb OOBIKHOBEHHO IIpas/HOBA-
J1 y becTykeBa € Iof06ar0Iel0 POCKOIIbH. ITo
CBOeMYy II0JIO’KEHUI0 B MUTaBe, OH T0JDKeH ObLI
JeJlaTh IIpHUeMbl B BBICOKOTOPIKECTBEHHBIX CIIY-
4Jagx, a UMeHUHBI rocysaps ObLIM, 6e3yCJI0BHO,
OJHUM M3 TAKUX CiIy4aeB. B aToM ropgy, Kak u
IIpe’XkJe, OH X0TeJI YCTPOUTH y cebs 6aJr, HO 6O0sLI-
cd, KaK Obl He3[OPOBbe J04YepHd He IIOMeIaso
sToMy. IlpurjacuTe Ha 06ajs TepLOTUHI0 OBLIO
He00X0/IMO, HO IIOCJIe OCKOpOJ/IeHUS Ha 0XO0Te
Arpadena IleTpoBHa, BEpOSATHO, II0CTapaeTCs Us3-
6e>kaTh BCIKOM BCTPeYHU C Hel U pajiu 3TOT0, MO-
’KeT OBITh, HAPOYHO CKakKeTcd 60JIbHOI0. BecTy-
JKeB II0JIOKUTENbHO Tepsiicad. ChesaTh 6as 6es
X034UKH, TaK, 4ToObl ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa He
BBIXOZIAJIA K TOCTSIM, — €My Ka3aJIoCh HeJIOBKO; a
IJIaBHOe — OH 3HaJI, YTO TOIZla BCeM OyZeT CKyU-
HO, 0 TOCTSX IPUAETCI 3a00TUTHCA eMy caMOMYy,



U OH He Oy/leT UMeThb BpPeMeHHU [JI1 KOe-KaKUX
pasroBOpOB C HY>KHBIMH, Ba)KHBIMU B MuTase
JIIOIbMHU, KOTOpbIEe CheayTcs K HeMy. Ecau xe
BOBCe He cfesiaThb 0Oajsla — BBIMAYT O6o0JIbIIMeE
HEeIIpUATHOCTH, II0TOMY YTO 00 3TOM HaBepHOe
noHecyT B IleTepOypr, U rocyiapb MOKET OCTATh-
Cs1 HEeJJOBOJIEH.

Iletp MMXanI0BUUY PEIIMNJICA IIOTOBOPUTH C
I0YephIO.

OH mpuIles K Hel, B ee MaJIeHbKYI0 TOCTH-
HYI0 U 3acTajl ArpadeHy IIeTpoBHY C IIOKPBITOIO
TeIJIBIM IIaTKOM T'0JIOBOIO.

— V MeHd CTpalllHO TrojIoBa 60JIUT, — Havasa
OHa, — IIPOCTO MeCcTa He HaMxy...

— 51 ke mpejJiarajl Tebe IIOCIAaTh 3a JOKTO-
poM, — cKasaJ BecTyXeB, OIlyCKasCh Ha Kpec-
JIO. — A MHe O4YeHb HY>KHO, 4TOOBI THI 3/[0pOBa
6bL1a, — OBICTPO L06ABWJI OH, 3aMETHUB HeTepIle-
JINBOE [BIDKEHUE J04YepH IIPH YIIOMHUHAHUHM O
IOKTOpeE.

OHa BOIIPOCUTEIbHO B3IJITHYJIA Ha OTI{A.

— IleTpoB [eHb OJIM3KO, — IIOSCHUJI OH, —
HAaIll e>KeroHbIN 6aJ1 He MOXKeT COCTOSIThCS 6e3
TeO6s1; Hy>KHO, UTOOBI THI ObLIa 3[0pOBaA...

— 51 u 6yay 3mopoBal — HECKOJIBKO YVBJIEH-



HO oTBeTmJa ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, — O6yAbTe IIO-
KOMHBI, HAIIpOTUB, MHe HY)XHO TeIllepb Ka-
Koe-HUOyb pasBjleyeHuUe...

— Hy, BOT 4 IIpeKpacHo! — s yBepeH, YTO ThI
OyZelb BeceJUThCA... ToCTelr 6yieT MHOTO. CamMo
C06010 pasyMeeTcsl, HY>KHO IIPUIJIACUTh BCeX.

becTy)keB Hapo4yHO IIOAYEPKHYJ CJI0BO
«Bcex». ArpadeHa [leTpoBHA KaK O6YATO He IIOHS-
JIa.

— Hy, KoHeuyHO! — I1oATBEepAUIIa OHA.

— O6eppaToB C XeHaMU, 6apOHCKHe CeMbH,
OyproMucrpa, Halmux 0QHUIlepoB, TepIIOIUHIO0, —
repeuncssat becTtyxeB, BHUMAaTe/IBHO KOCIACH Ha
0Yb.

OHa c yJIBIOKOM KMBajia T0JI0BOX0 B IIO/ITBED-
JK[IeHUe ero CJIOB.

V IleTpa MuxauioBuya 0TJIEIJIO OT CEPALIa.

— 3HauuT, Tebe He IIPETUT, CHOBA BCTPETUTH-
cs1 ¢ AHHOM MM0aHHOBHOM? — HEJIOBEPUYUBO CIIPO-
CWJI OH, He CKpbIBas, OJHAKO, CBOEI0 YI0BOJIb-
CTBHUAL.

— PasymMeeTcd, He rpeTUT! UTO K I MOTY IIPO-
TUB TepIIOTUHU? — IIOAUYepPKHYJa B CBOI OUYe-
perns bectykeBa. — HaM, KOHEYHO, He IIPUXO-
OUTCS C HEI CCOPHUTHLCS, pa3 MBI TYT Ha XOJIOII-



CKOM IT0JIO’KEeHUH.

— Ilepectanb, ArpadeHa! — OCTaHOBHJI ee
OTeII.

— /la BeJb g coIJIaCHa Ha BCe, Yero ke BBl XO-
TUTe OoJblie?... YcTpauBaiiTe 06asl, s1 pasBlie-
KyCbh, MHe BCe pPaBHO — IIyCTb TYT BCe OYAYT, g
corJiacHa...

— Hy, Xopo1ro, xopoI1io!.. A Kakoe ke IL/IaTbe
ThI HaJleHelllb Ha 6as? Ciell HoBoe. Eciik Hy>KHO
JleHeT — BO3bMH, CKOJIBKO XOYelIllb, — IIPeJJIo-
KU BecTyXeB, Kejlag 6aJIOBCTBOM BO3Harpa-
IUTH [0Yb 3a ee IIOKOPHOCTh.

— S y>ke mopgymasia 06 3TOM, — YJIBIOHYJIACh
OHa. — Y MeH4 eCTbh BCe, IIJIaThe 51 YCTPOIo cebe; a
BOT €CJIM XOTHUTeE CliesIaTh MHE YI0BOJIbCTBHE...

—T'octomu! /la Bce, UTO XOUYeIllb... CIIPOCH
TOJIBKO!

— JlafiTe MHe [eHer Ha MaTepHIO I 3TOM
Me6esu: ee HY>KHO OOTSIHYTH 3aHOBO, IIOCMOTPU-
Te, KaK OHa o0Tpenasacsk.

BecTyxeB oryfesl KOMHaTy. Mebeab [el-
CTBUTEJIEHO IT0Ka3alack eMy O4YeHb II0TePTOI0, U
OH yIMBUJICS, KaK He 3aMeydasl 3TOT0 paHbIIIe.

— Hy, 4TO0 X, g CerofHs >ke BeJII0 YIIPaBJIALo-
11eMy, YTOOBI OH IIpUIIesI K Tebe 3a IIpUKa3aHU-



eM, — ckasan Ilerp MwuxaiyjoBudY, BCTaBas U,
IIPOCTUBIIUCEH C TOYEPBLI0, TOTUAC OTIIPABUIICA B
3aMOK IIpHUIJIalllaTh TePIOTMHI0 Ha OaJl.

Ensa ycmesn yiutu Iletp MuxamiioBU4 U3 IO-
CTUHOM [0UepH, KaK OHa I103BaJjla K cebe CBOIO
MOJIOJIEHBKYI0 HEMKY, TOPHUUHYI0 P03y, KOTO-
past 6bLIa BCerja JOBEPEeHHBIM ee JIUIIOM U HC-
IIOJIHUTeJIbHUIIEI0 BCeX IIPUKa3aHuMN.

— YV Hac 6yzer ckopo 6ais, Posa, — ckasasra
BbectyxeBa.

— JTO OYEeHb BeceJIo... U TOCIIOXKa Oy/IeT Bece-
JIUTHCS, — OTBETHJIA Ta, IIpUceasl.

— BBl MHe HY)KHBI OyjleTe IS OJHOIO [eJia,
Posa.

— 4l Bcerja K yciayraM MOeU TOCIIOXKH.

— BoT 4TO: MHe He0OXOAHUMO 3HAaTh, B KAKOM
I1aTbe OyZeT TeplioTMHS y Hac Ha 6ajy, U BHI
9TO MOJKeTe Y3HATh MHE, 1 TyMaro?

— 3TO — He MYyJIpeHoe [ej0, — paccMesiach
Po3a, — 3TO OYeHb JIETKO y3HATh: y Hac ecCTb
O/IM3KYe IIPUATEILHULIBI B IITAaTEe TePIOTUHU...
T'ocrioyka MO>KeT OBITh ITOKOMHA.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHaA eNCTBUTEJHHO ObLIA
IIOKOMHA; OHa 3HaJla, YTO Ha P03y MO>KHO BIIOJI-
He IT0JI0KHUTHCH.



OTnycTUB TOpPHUYHYIO, OHAa 3aJyMaJjiack.
HepmaBHHe COOBITHS BCIIOMHHJIMCH €l BO BCeX
CBOUX IIOIPOOHOCTSX. 1 cTpaHHO, IIepBOe MeCTO
B 3THX IOJPOOHOCTIX 3aHUMAJIO He YHIDKeHUe,
IIepeHeCceHHOe €10, He II0JaBJIeHHOe YyBCTBO
CTBIJIa ¥ TOpeYH, KOTOPOoe, BIIPOYEM, /TAJIEKO elle
He HM3IJIaJHJIOCh, Ja U He MOIJIO H3IJIaJUThCS;
HeT, Ha IIepBOM MecTe OBLIO BOCIIOMHHAaHHE O
BosikoHCKOM. Ero B3BOJIHOBaHHOE JIMIIO, CHAaYa-
Jla HecuacTHOe, IIOTOM CHsIOIlee, KaK >KHBOE,
CTOSLJIO IIpe[] Helo.

"4T0 3a IJIyIIOCTHU! — IIOMOPIIHMJIACE OHA:- 3a-
4yeM 4 fymaro 06 stom?"

M oHa 1mocTapasach 3aHATHCA IIOAPOOHBIM 00-
CY’K[leHHeM CBOero 6yzyliero 6aJbHOT0 Haps/a,
HO BJPYT II0MMaJia ce6s1 Ha MBICJIU O TOM, IIOHpa-
BHUTCA JIU ee IUIaThbe KHA310 HUKHUTe, U OIIAThH 3a-
ZyMaJiach O HEM.

A BOJIKOHCKHU B 3TO BpeMsl XOJUJI OOJIBIIIH-
MH IlIaraMu I10 KabuHeTy YepeMsHUHa, KPYTO IIO-
BOpa4MBasiCh 110 yIjaM Ha Kabiykax. YepeM3uH
CHie]I Y OKHa M YJbIOaJcd XUTPOIH, [ApYyKe-
CKH-HAaCMeIlUIMBOI YJIBIOKOI0. CerofHs yTpoM,
BEPHYBIINCHL U3 TOPOJa, OH cKasaJa Huxkurte Pe-
IOPOBHYYy, UTO Tellepb TOJBKO KM Pa3roBOPOBE,



YTO O HeJaBHeM «0XO0Te» U, MeXIy IIPOUYUM, O
HeM, BOJIKOHCKOM.

— SI-To TyT IIpH UeM? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Bepnu cebs, MOM ApyT, BIIpeAb MHaUe, yMeU
CoepKUBATHECSI! — HACTaBUTEJIBHO IIOSCHUII UYe-
peMsuH. — TEBI fyMaelllb, 1 He BHJEJ BUepa HC-
TOPHUHU C KYBIIUHOM Mejia?

— Kako# UCTOpUHU C KYBIIHHOM? — CIIPOCHJI
YIIaBIIUM I'0JI0COM BOJIKOHCKHUI, OTJIMYHO IIOHU-
Mas, IIPO YTO TOBOPAT €MY.

— Trl 3Haelb! — oTBeTHaI YepeM3UH. —
Heyxesu THI fyMaellb, HUKTO He 3aMeTUJI, UTO
THI COBCeM BJII0OJIeH B becTykeBy?

Jdtu cioBa: "Bir0OJIeH B becTyXeBy", 10 TOTO
II0Ka3aJIuCh BOJIKOHCKOMY HM3MEHHBIMHU U ITOIII-
JILIMU B CpaBHEHUHU C TeM UyBCTBOM, KOTOPOe OH
HUCHBITHEIBAJ TeIlephb, UTO KPOBL C CHUJIOK ITPUJIU-
Jla eMy B I'0JIOBY, U 37106a cjlaBuIa TopJIo.

— B3zmop, HempaBma! — KpUKHYJ OH. — HuU-
KTO He cCMeeT roBopuTsh Tak! I[To kakoMy 1paBy?

YepeM3uH [10KaJI IJIeYaMHU.

BOJIKOHCKHUI HECKOJIbKO Pa3 HEPBHO IIPOIIIeJI-
cA.

— 51 moBTOpPAIO Tebe, UTO ITO — B3ZOP, — 3a-
TOBOPMJI OH 60Jiee CIIOKOMHBIM I'0OJI0COM, — 3TOTO0



He MOXXeT OBbITh.

— OTuero ke He MOKeT ObITh? HallpoTHUB, 9TO
BIIOJIHE TIPOCTO W eCTeCTBEHHO. MBI BCe, KajKeT-
cs1, BIIOOJIEHBI TYT B Hee, TOJBLKO TbI, JOJDKHO
OBITh, Cepbe3Hee APYIUX... IOTOMY 4TO Arpade-
Ha [leTpoBHa...

— Hy?... — ntepe6u1 BOJIKOHCKUIA.

— KaxkeTcs, caMa K Tebe OUeHb... pacIIojIoyKe-
Ha, — IIPOroBOpMJI YepeM3uH, KaK ObI I10/IbICKU-
Bas IOXO/IIee BEIpa’keHHe.

— Kak? U 310 roBOpAT? — BOCKJIMKHYJ HUKU-
Ta PeOpOBUY, UYBCTBYS, OYATO II0JI HaUYHWHAaeT
KOJIBIXaThCA IIOL ero HoraMu, M BCA KOMHAaTa
BEPTUTCS.

— /la Beb OHa HU K KOMY M3 Hac TakK He OT-
HOCHUTCH...

— B3gop, B3op! — KPUKHYJ OIATHL BOJIKOH-
CKHUM. — Huuero sToro Her... 3T0 HEBO3MO>KHO.

— Hy, co3Hacs, ToJIyOUHK: ThI BJIIOOJIEH?

— Her.

— U He 3aMeTHJI, YTO OHa UMEHHO Tebd II0-
3BaJla BUepa HaJIUTh el Mefy?

— HerT, He 3aMeTHII.

— I BIIOJIHE K Hel paBHOZYIIIEH?

Jlasibitie BOJIKOHCKHUM JITaTh He MOT.



— /la 4T0 X 3T0? J[0IIpOC, UTO JIU? — CIIPOCHJI
oH. — Tebe Kakoe AeJy0?

— A, BUIUINL JIH, S T0JDKEH COOOIIHUThL Tebe
OJlHO H3BeCTHe, KOTOpoe Tebe MOXKeT OBITh
HeIIPpUATHO, eCJIM Halllu IIPefII0IoXKeHUs CIIpa-
BeJJINBEL.

— Kaxkoe usBectue? — uciyrasica Hukura ®e-
IOpOBUY.

— Jla Beib THI TOBOPUILE, UTO 3TO — HEIIPAB-
Ila, 3SHAYUT, IIyraThbCd HEYero.

— Kakoe >xe usBectue? ['oBopH, He TAHU, pa-
v bora!

— U3 IleTepOypra IIpHILeI yKas...

— 060 MHe? — CHpPOCHJI BOJIKOHCKUY, IIO-
0J1eTHEB.

— Jla. BeyisiT Tebe exaTh Hgajablne. OTCIOIA,
IOJDKHO OBITh, TOHECJIH, YTO ThI 31eCh 3aTOCTHII-
€S BOIIPEKH [[apCKOMY ITpHUKa3aHUIO.

— l'ocrmogu! — MOT TOJIBKO BEBITOBOPUTHL HU-
KuTa ®ef0poBUY U 3aKPHLI JIUII0 PYKaMU.

— /la gero ke TBI? Beb a’ke 3a TBOE OCJIY-
l1aHUe Ha Tebsd He CepAsaTCs... [I0e3rKai! — yCIIo-
KOUTEJIbHBIM I'0JI0COM IIPOTOBOPUII UepeM3UH.

Kuass HuKHuTa TOJIBKO PYKOI MaxHYVJI.

— Hy, xak >xe Tl He BJOOJeH? Hy, Kak



Ke? — cMesAch, HavaJ ongaTrb YepeMmsuH. — /la
yCIioKorcs! S JIUIb ImoMaTh Tebs1 X0Tesl; HUKa-
KOI'0 yKasa HeT... BCe 3TO g paccKasasl TaK TOJIb-
KO, YTOOKI THI IIOITAJICS.

Hukura ®eopoBUY OTHAI PYKHU OT JuIia. ETo
HUCIIYT U y>Kac OBIIM TaK CHUJIbHBI, UTO OH I'OTOB
ObLI a’ke IIPOCTUTH Tellepb YUepeMm3HHa 3a TO,
4TO TOT COJITAJI EMY, JIUIIIb OBl eT0 U3BeCTHe OKa-
3aJI0Ch HEIIpaBJ oM.

—/la TBHI Tellephb BpeIIb WU IIpeXKJe Co-
BpaJI? — CIIPOCHUJI OH, efiBa IIPUX0/Is B Cebs.

— IIpexxze, IIpeskzae coBpasl; IIpaBo, HUKAKOIo
yKasa HeT. HalipoTHB, MOIy COOOIIUTEL Tebe [a-
JKe IIPUATHYI0 HOBOCTB: Y BXOJa B 3aMOK o
BCTpeTHJ becTy)XeBa; OH IIpHe3’KaJl CIOJa IIPHU-
IJ1alaTh repIliorvHio K cebe Ha 6as1 JBaAIlaTh [ie-
BSITOTO U I103BaJI TOXKe MeHs ¢ To6010. JKes1aro, Io-
JIyOUHUK, yCIleXa; COBeTYl0 TaHIleBaThb I10JIbCKUMI
c ArpadeHoii I[IeTpoBHOM, U O6YIb yBEpEH, UTO S
IIOIIYCTY 60JITaTh HUYero He CTaHy, — 3aKIHYHII
UepeMsuH, II0AX0Ad K BOJIKOHCKOMY H ApyiKe-
CKH KJIaJid eMy PYKH Ha IIeYH.



VI
BAJ

B IeHb 6asa B oMe BecTy>keBa paboTa Kuiesa
Cc yTpa. B camy HacTwIagy II0J [JI1 TaHIIEB,
CTPOMJIM IIOMOCT IS MY3BIKAHTOB M TOTOBHJIH
WIIIOMHUHAIIHI0. B 3a7aX pacCcTaB/IsA/IUCE CTOJIBI
IJIs. YTOIIleHUM, cpefy KOTOPBIX JOJ/DKHA Oblia
IOSABUTHCSI MOJHAasg HOBHUHKA — JIUMOHAM. B Ma-
JIEHbKOM TOCTHHOM y BecTyKeBOM CTy4daslkd MO-
JIOTKaMHU U II0JI13aJI1 HeMIIbl-paboune, CIIEIINB-
IIMe K CPOKY OKOJIOTUTH Mebesib HOBOXO MaTepu-
em.

— M 3aueM TBI 3TO 3aTesIa? — CEPIUJICT Te-
rneps Iletp MuUXalI0BUY, IIPUXOAA K JOYEPH. —
He 1mtocmieroT oHH.

— Ilocrmerot, — ycrokauBasna ArpadeHa Ilet-
poBHa.

OHa cuzesa IIpesi 3epKaJjloM, B 6eJIOM IIyZep-
MaHTeJIe, TepPIIeJIMBO OTAaB CBOX0 I'OJIOBY B pac-
nopsoxkeHue Po3bl, KOTOpas IIpUYechiBaja ee C
IIOMOIIIBIO CIIYKaHOK.

— A THI He omu6Jsachk, Posa? V reprioruHu 6y-
IeT IUIaThe UMEHHO TaKoe, KeJIroe?



— S mpHHecJIa MOeH TOoCIIoXKe [a’ke 00pas-
4quK. ['ocroska MO>KeT ObITh CIIOKOMHa.

Jluito ArpadeHs! IIeTpoBHBI OBLIO BeCeJO0 U
IIO-IIpe’KHEeMY O0’KUBHJIOCH. OHa, Kas3ajoch, TakK
OblyIa B [yXe CeTrO/iHs, UTO Jla’Ke He CepAuIach Ha
OOBIUHYI0 MeJJIEHHOCTH PO3BI, C KOTOpPOI Ta
ycTpauBasa CJI0XKHYI0 IIpudecKky. IIpaspma, Ha
9TOT pas IIpuyecka el 0Co6eHHO yhaBajiacb U
1uIa Uity ArpadeHssl [IeTpOBHEI.

Po3a, Kak XyZ0>KHUK, JII00YSICh CBOUM IIPOMS3-
BeJleHHeM, He TopoIluiachk. HakoHely, oHa BILIe-
Jla II0BepPX BBICOKO B3OUTBIX BOJIOC ArpadeHbI
[IeTpOBHBI HECKOJIBKO KPYIIHBIX 3€pPeH JKeM4yTa,
U IIpUYecKa ObljIa TOTOBaA.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BcTaJa. besasg KOopoTKas
106Ka BBICOKO OTKpBIBaJla ee MaJleHbKHe HOXKKH,
00yThIe y>Ke I10-0aJIbHOMY — B CBETJIO-TOJIyObIe
aTJiacHble TyQeJbKH U TaKHUe JKe I11eJIKOBbIe UyJI-
KU, IIpUCJIaHHbIe ell HeJlaBHO U3 'aHHOBepa 6pa-
TOM; OH ’Ke IIpHCJIAJI el CBeTJIO-TOJIyOyI0 MaTe-
PHIO, JIETKYI0O U MATKYIO, U3 KOTOPOM OBLIO CIIIH-
TO CErOJHA ee IIaThe C JJIHHHBIM KOPOJIEeBCKUM
nurerpom.

Iletp MuxaijioBHUY y>Ke HECKOJIbKO pas II0J-
XOJIWJI K IBepsIM YOOPHOM [J0YepU U TOPOIIUII ee.



— Bce y»xe roT0BO, — TOBOPMJI OH, — Celuac
TOCTH HAUHYT CHe3>KaThCd, I10pa.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa TeM He MeHee He CIIe-
muia. IlnaTtee yXe ObLIO HazeTo Ha Hel. /[Be
TOPHUYHEIE BO3WJIUCH CO IIHYPOBKOM. Po3a
OoCMaTpHuBaJia U IIOIIpaBJIsaa CKIagKH.

— Hacrosiasa KHATUHA! — IIPOTOBOPUJIA OHA,
CJI0’KUB PYKU ¥ CMOTpPS Ha CBOIO TOCIIOXKY.

— Yt0? — mepecrnpocuna ArpapeHa IleTpos-
Ha.

— Eine Frrstin, eine Forstin {KHATHHS, KHSTH-
HA (Hem.).}! — ntoBTOpMIIa Po3a. — MlHaue U OBITH
HEe MOXKET.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa IIPUIypUIaCh, U CaMO-
IOBOJIbHas yJIbIOKa CKOJIb3HYJIA II0 €€ TOHKHUM
ry6aM. OHa 6bLIa JOBOJIbHA U HapsAL0M, U C06010,
Y CETOMHSIITHUM JTHEM.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa IIpolLIa yepe3 MaJleHb-
KYI0 TOCTHHYI0, KOTOpas Telephb ObLIa yrKe 3aHO-
BO 00MTa, U HallpaBUJIach B 3aJl, I7le HaYWHAaIU
cobupaThbcd roctu. OHa OrIJIsifiesia UX U IIpexze
BCero 3aMeTHsIa, 4YTO BOJIKOHCKUIL ellle He IIPU-
e3Kall.

"3aueM s OIITH BCIIOMHIJIA HMEHHO O
HeM? — IIOAyMaJjla OHa, CTapasiCh OTOTHATH OT



ce6s1 9Ty MBICJIb. — A BCe-TaKH ero HeT, — CHOBa
HaCTOMYMWBO IIPUILIO €l B TOJIOBY. — IIyCTd-
Ku!" — permriia oHa.

BOJIKOHCKHUIT HeCKOJIbKO OIlo3fajl H3-3a Ye-
peMsHHa, C KOTOPBIM JI0JDKeH ObLI eXaTh BMeCTe
U3 3aMKa U KOTOPBIHA OfieBasICd CAUIIKOM J0JITO.
OH mpuyecwIBaJICA, LYILIUIICSA, Ma3asl TOJIOBY Ka-
KOIO-TO 0COOEHHOM 3CCeHITHMEN U 10 TOTO Hajoes
KHI310 HUKUTe, UTO TOT IPUTPO3UI, UTO yeleT
OJUH; JIUIIb TOTJa, HAKOHeIl, YepeM3UH OTO-
pBaJicd OT 3epKaJa.

basm He HauWHa/IU [0 IIpUe3[a TepIIOTHHU.
Arpadena IleTpoBHa ¢ JaMaMHU CHeJa B Ma-
JIEHBKOM TOCTHHOU. MYy)XUHHBI XOOWJIHU IIO
OCTaJIbHBIM KOMHAaTaM B OXKHIAHUU AHHBI
HNoaHHOBHEI.

HakoHell, CyeTJIUBBIM [OBOPELIKUM, JIOBKO
Ipobupasch MeXKAy TOCTIMHU, OThICKaa IleTpa
MuxaiyioBU4a U IpeayIpeay ero, YTo Ha yIJIy
II0Kasaicd I9KHUIIaK TIepLIOTMHU. becTyXeB IIO-
II1eJI BCTpeYaTh ee Ha KPBLIbIIO.

Yepe3 HecKOJIbKO MUHYT AHHa MoaHHOBHa
B IPKO-KeJITOM IIBIIITHOM ILIaThe, HAPOYHO CIIIH-
TOM /I HBIHEIIIHEro AHSI U CTOUBIIEM IO0JTHUX
pacyeToB U BBITA/IbIBAaHUM, JI06E3HO OTBeUas Ha



HU3KHe IIOKJIOHBI PAacCTYIUBIIHUXCA IIpel Helo
rocTel, IpolllIa Yepes 3aJ B TOCTHHYIO, I7ie XK/1a-
Ja ee ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, KOTOpas, OTTOBOPHUB-
IMUCh 60JIe3HBIO, He II0)KeJslajla BCTPETUTH Iep-
LIOTHHIO Y IBEPH.

BecTy>xeBa cTosIa IIOCpefy CBOell MaJleHb-
KOM TOCTHHOMH, IIpsiMasi U ropzasi, C TOP>KeCTBEeH-
HOH yJIBIOKOM Ha rybax.

"boke MOM, Kak Xopoma!" — mozyMmasa IIpo
Hee BOJIKOHCKHUH, IIOJOMAA K IBepsIM BCJIeH 3a
TrepIioTUHEN.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA BOIIJIA B TOCTHHYIO TBeEp-
J0I0, PEIIUTEJbHOI0 ITOXOAKOM, YyTh IIOTPSIXH-
Basi TOJIOBOIO, C BEIpa>keHHeM: "SI 3Haro cama, 4To
MHe J1ejaTh".

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA U [Ipyruve JaMbl HU3KO
MOKJIOHW/IUCHh el. OHa OTBeTHMJIa KUBKOM T0JIO-
BBI, OCMOTpeJIach KPyroM, M KaKON-TO BHe3all-
HBIY MCIIYT BRIpasuIcd Ha ee juile. CHayaa oHa
BZPYT IIOKpacHesa, IIOTOM I106JIefiHesIa, KaK IIO-
JIOTHO, U TyOBI ee OPOTHYJIU. A BecTy)keBa HeX-
HEIM, BKPaJilYMBBEIM I'0JI0COM IOBOPHJIA €l B 3TO
BpeMsi:

— MmIoCTH IIPOCHM, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, He
YIOZHO JIX CeCTh, BOT KpecJo, BaM 3[ieCb OyzeT



yIoob6Hee.

Posa ompaBfiajia oBepue CBOeH rocroxu. O6-
pasyuK, KOTOPBIM OHa JocTajia, ObLI [[eHCTBU-
TeJIbHO OT IIJIaThd TepPIOTMHU — U Mebesb Io-
CTHHOM OKa3ajlaCh 0OMTOM TOYb-B-TOUBL OT OJTHO-
Io KyCKa, TOI ’Ke CaMOI0 SIPKO-’KeJITOI0 MaTepH-
e, 13 KOTOPOU ObLJIO CIIUTO ee IIaThe.

Heynmepkumas ycMeIllKa IiBejla KPyroM, Ha
Junax Bcex nam. CTOIIIHUBINMECA ¥ SBEPEr MyX-
YUHBl TOXKE e[Ba CIepP KHUBAJIM CMeX, TOTOBBIH
BBEIPBAaThLCA Yy HUX, & B 3aJHUX pPALAX CMEIILIH-
BBII1 TOJICTEHBKUU 0apOH BOBCe He MOT V/ep-
KaTbcd U QBIPKHYJI. becTy)XeB CTOsI 6J1eIHBIMH,
He 3Hasd, 4TO eMy oTBevyaThb. OfHa TOJIbKO ATpa-
¢deHa IleTpoBHA Kak OyATO HUYEro He 3aMeyvasa
U HAUBHO-YYaCTJIMBO CMOTpesia Ha IepIIOTHHIO,
CTpAaIllHO H3MEHUBIIYIOCA B JIMIle U TOTOBYIO
yIIacThb.

— Bogrl!.. BOABI! — ITOCJIBIIIIAJICA IIIEIIOT KpPY-
rom. — I'epiioruHe JypHO... BOJAEL, CKopee!

ITpuHecIu BOAy, X0TeIH ycagUuTh AHHY HoaH-
HOBHY, HO OHa, HECMOTps Ha CBOIO0 [IYPHOTY,
CBepPXbEeCTeCTBEHHBIM YCHJIMEM [JeprKajach Ha
HOTaX, He jKeJlasd CecTh B "TOpeBIIlee, KaK ee ILIa-
The, CJIOBHO 30JI0T0", IPKO-)KeJITOe KPeCJIO T'OCTH-



Hoii. [lox pyKu IIpoBesM ee IO KapeThl, U OHA
BHe cebs yexajia AOMOM, UTOOBI HU MHHYTHI
6oJiblile He ocTaBaThCsA B floMe BecTyXeBa. Arpa-
¢eHa I[TeTpoBHAa JKeCTOKO OTOMCTHIJIA €.

EnBa ycrresia yexaTh I'epILIOTHUHS, U IIPOBO’KaB-
IIIUM ee becTy)keB He BEpPHYJICA ellle B 3aJI, KaK
110 TIPUKAa3aHUI0 MOJIOLOM XO03INUKU I'PSIHYJIIU JIU-
TaBpbl U TPYOBI, U TOCTHU IIOIIAPHO, B IIpellle-
CTBUU MY3bIKaHTOB, CTaIU CIIyCKAaThCI B Caf, Ie
IOJDKHBI OBLJIM IIPOUCXOLUTH TAHIIBI Ha YCTJIaH-
HOM HApOYHO [JIg 3TOIO0 [epeBSIHHBIM II0JI0M
IUIOIIIaZIKe, YKpAallleHHON KPyroM TUpPJISHAAMU,
IMUTaMHU U ¢pjiaraMu.

Boijg Ha IUIOLIAKY, MY>KYHUHEL U JaMBbl Pas-
neJuianch. Hy>KHO 6bLIO BBIOpaTh "Iapuily 6a-
Ja”.

— Arpageny IleTpoBHy, ee, TOJBKO ee!—
KpukHyJ Hukura PemopoBuy, 3aibIXasiCh OT
BOJIHEHUS U 0JIeCTs IJ1a3aMU, TOTOBBIN, KaXKeTcs,
TYT >Ke YHUYTOXXUTH BCAKOT0, KTO OBl ITOCMeJ
BO3pasuTh IIPOTUB 3TOTO.

— Hy, KoHeuHO, — HoATBepauI YepeMsuH, —
KOIO JKe, KaK He ee?

— Jla, 1a, ee... Arpadeny IleTpoBHY! — TOBO-
pWIM ocCTajlbHble, U OpPOH30BBIM 30JI0YEHBIN



JKe3Jl U IepyaTKH — OOBIYHBIE 3HAKU [TOCTOHH-
cTBa "Iapuipl 6asa" — OBLIM TOP>KECTBEHHO
II0/THeCceHEbI becTy>XeBO1.

B camoM fiesie 0Ha, He)KHasi, MUJIasi, CO CBOUM
’KeM4YyToM, JIeKaBIIIMM B €e BOJIOCAaX B BHJE KO-
POHBIL, BBIJIEJISAIaCh U3 BCEX, TOUYHO IapuIia.

OHa cfesiajla HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIepen. Te-
Iepsb e caeoBaIo BeIOpATh Mapliaa.

My>KUYHHBI JJIMHHOI BEepPEeHUIIeN CTaJIH IIO[-
XOIUTH K HEM.

[lepBBIM IIOJOIIIEST KaKOM-TO HeMell, OYeHb
HaIlbIII[eHHBIHN, ApeBHEero poja M OIIyCTHUJICI Ha
OJTHO KOJIEHO, CMeJIO IIPOTATUBAsA PYKY K >Ke3JIy;
bectyxeBa MaxHyJa IlepuaTKoil. Hemery Bcrad,
06H/IesICsL U OTOIIIesI B CTOPOHY.

"Hy, KoHeuHO0!" — 1rmogyMas BoJIKOHCKHUH.

OH 11oYyeMy-TO GBI OYeHB CIIOKOeH. EMy Kasa-
JIOCh, U OH He COMHEBAJICSI B 3TOM, YTO Ke3JI OY-
JeT IlepelaH UMeHHO eMy, BoJKoOHCKOMY. OTKY-
Jla IBUJIAaCh TaKas YBepeHHOCTh, OH He MOT J1aTh
cebe 0TUYeT, HO OIJIA/IEeBIINCH, HEBOJIBHO II0YYB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO MHOT'HE COIJIACHBI C HUM, U UTO Ha-
BepHOe TOJIbKO OH 6y/ieT BEIOpaH MaplllajioM.

3a HeMIIeM CJIefloBaJI APAryHCKUM 0QHUIlep, 3a
oduIlepOM — OIATH HeMell, II0TOM ellje KTO-TO,



IIOTOM TOJICTSAK-0apoH, HO becTy)keBa BCeM UM
MaxaJia IIepYaTKOM, ¥ OHH yAAJIAINCH B CTOPOHY
C OTOPYEHHBIM JIMIIOM.

Haxkowneri, ouepenb goiwia 0 HUKUTEL Pefo-
poBHuua. OH, He Tepsd ellle CBOEH YBEPEeHHOCTH,
OITyCTHJICA Ha KOJIEHO, TYT TOJILKO 3aMeyasi, YTO
HOT'H ero AposkaT. M BAPYT BCsAKasg HaJesK/la 0CTa-
BHJIA €rO.

"HeTt, Kyza MHe... He MeHs!" — rOBOPHJI OH Ce-
Oe, B3IJIAABIBasE Ha becTy)XKeBy U MCIBITHIBAs
HeH3BbICHUMOe HacJaK[eHHe CTOATH IIpes Helo
Ha KoJIeHaX.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa JIyKaBO, KaK OBl B Hepe-
IITUMOCTH, IIOCMOTpeJIa eMy IIPSIMO B IJIasa, M Ha
ee JIUIle IT0sIBUJIACh COBCeM OCOOeHHas YJIbIOKa,
B KOTOPOM OTPasmJIOCh BCe CYACThLE BIIHOJIEHHO-
ro B Hee BosikoHckoro. IIpaBast pyka ee, Jep>KaB-
11as >KesJI, 4yTh 11eBe/IbHYJIaCh.

"Heyxenu? — c 3aMHpaHUeM CcepAla II0Xy-
MaJsl BoskoHckuM, HO becTy’keBa MaxHyJsa IIep-
YaTKOM, U CBeT IIOMePK B IvIa3aX HUKUTEI Pefo-
poBHYa. — M 0TKy/a s 3TO BEIyMAaJI? — PacCy’k-
man oH:- OTKy#a? 3aueM eil MeHd... U, 'ocrogu!
N sayem YepeMsHH IOBOPHJI MHe, YTO OHaA...
Het! Hert, 9TOTO0 OBITH HE MOJKET; HeT, TeIllepb



y>Ke Bce KOHUeHOo!"

UepeM3HH IIOJOIIEJ] K «IJapHIle» cervac e
3a BosxoHckuM. Hukura ®egopoBUY BUEN, KakK
OH OITYCTHJICA Ha KOJIEHO, KaK ArpadeHa IIeTpos-
Ha IIPOTSIHYJIa eMY >Ke3JI, ajia II0IeJI0BATEL CBOIO
PYKY ¥ IPHJIOKHUIJIA [Ba I1aJbIla K €ro IIeKe, HC-
TIIOJIHSASA CTAPUHHBIN 00pPsi], IIOCBAIIeHUS B PHILIa-
pH. Bce 3T0 6BLIO Ha €ro Iyasax.

MysblKa 3aurpasa II0JbCKHU. TOp>KeCcTBYIO-
Ui YepeMsHH, cjIerka II0Ka4MBasCh BCEM KOP-
IIyCOM M pa3BeBas II0JIbl CBOEr0 60raToro atTJiac-
HOro kadraHa, moses ArpadeHy IleTpoBHY B
IIepBOM I1ape B TaKT, II0J], MEPHBIEe 3BYKH II0JIb-
CKOTO.

BOJIKOHCKHUI OCTaJICSI B YHCJIe HEMHOIHX MO-
JIOJBIX JIFOJIeH, KOTOPBIM He XBaTUIIO faM. Ho oH,
pasyMeeTcs, ¥ He jKeJlaJl TAaHIeBaTh. Telepp yxe
HHUYTO He HPaBHJIOCH eMy 37ecb. OH TBep/0 pe-
IIIMJI CeMyac sKe yexaThb JOMOM, KaK TOJIBKO KOH-
YUTCA 3TOT IIOJILCKHUU. Masio TOro, OH OBLI yBe-
PeH, YTO 3aBTpa >Ke yeJeT HaBcerga U3 MUTaBhI,
OyfleT 3aHUMAaTbCSI «JeJIOM» U HHU 3a YTO He
BCTpeTUTCA ¢ ArpadeHoii [leTpoBHOM. I[IycTh OHA
BeCeJIUTCA C YepeM3HHEBIM, C KeM YIOZHO, HO OH,
KHA3b HukuTa, 3a0yZeT ee KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.



Kakoe, cOGCTBEHHO, OBLIO «€J10», KOTOPHIM OH
cobupasicd 3aHAThCS, — OH, pa3yMeeTcs, He 3HaJl
XOPOIIIEHbKO; HO OH OBLI YBEPEH, YTO TO, UYTO OH
clesaeT, OyleT OUYeHb BaKHO U HYKHO. EMy 110
KparHeHn Mepe Ka3aloCh TaK.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa B 3TO BpeMsd, B Ilape C
UepeM3HHEBIM, yoKe [Ba pasa IIpollljia MUMO BoJI-
KOHCKOI'O, U TeIleph, Jejad TPeTUH KPyrI, CHOBA
IpubMsKuiIack K HeMy. OHa CMOTpeJia IIPsAMO Ha
Hero C 3a/l0pHOI0, BBISBIBAIOIIEI0 Y/IBIOKOM. OH
OIIYyCTHJI IJ1a3a, CTapasiCh B CBOK OYepe[b YJIBIO-
HYTbCS KaK MOKHO pPaBHOZYIIIHee U He IJIA[eTh
Ha Hee. Ho becry’keBa ocTaBmiIa pyKy UepeMsu-
Ha ¥ IIPOTsHyJIa ee BOJIKOHCKOMY. UepeMsHH,
KaK HU B UeM He ObIBaJIO, KaK OYJTO OH HHUUYETOo
He TepsuI U He BBIUTPLIBAJI, IPUHSI JaMy CJIefy-
IOI[e Maphl U II0BeJI ee, II0-IIPeKHEeMY IT0KaYH-
BasCh W pasBeBad II0JIbI KapTaHa. HukuTa Peso-
POBUUY IIOIIIeJI BIIepeH C [japullei 6asa.

OH uyBCTBOBaJI B CBOEH pPyKe MAaJIEHBKYIO,
TOHKYI0 pyKy ArpadeHbl IIeTpOBHEI, U ee IIpU-
KOCHOBEHHE 3aCTaBJIsL/I0 B HeM Cepjlle Hey/ep-
JKHUMO OHUTBHCH, IPYAb €ro HaIlOJHSAIACh BOCTOP-
JKeHHBIM TPeIeTOM, MBIC/IH IIyTaIUCh H IIePeXo-
IOWIN HasABY B KaKHe-TO Yapyrollihe, BOJIIIeOHbIe



Tpessl.

"[la BeIb 3TO — OHA, CaMa 0HAa, CO MHOIO Pi-
IoM... boxxe, kak xopormo!.. [TpesecTs Mos", — IV-
MaJl BOJIKOHCKUH, HAIIpacHO CTapasiCh epskKaTh
IpsIMO U POBHO CBOI0 HEIIOCIYIIHYIO, APOXKa-
IIyI0 PYKY.

— YTo c Bamu? — cripocuia becTty>xeBa.

— He 3Haw, — 0OTBeTHJI BOJIKOHCKHUII, — IIO-
yeM s 3HAI0...

OH, He Tepssa TaKTa, YCKOPHJI 11ar, HO 3aTr0BO-
pWI TUllle, TaK TUXO0, YTO ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
MOIJIa JIUIIb T0TaAblBaThHCI O TOM, O UeM OH TIO-
BOPHUJI, II0 JBHDKEHUIO ero I'y0; U OHa J0rajblBa-
Jlach M IIOHHUMaJIa.

— A BBI 3arOCTHJINCHL B MHTaBe, — CHOBa 3a-
roBopuia oHa. — BeIb BEI IIp0e3IOM 3eCh?

— He 3Haro... IIpaBo, He 3Har... J 3HAK Te-
IIephb JIUIIL OJHO, YTO HUKOIJa He yeay OTCI/A...

OnHa B3IVIIHYJIA HA HEr0 CBOUMU SICHBIMU, MU-
JILIMU IJIa3aMHU, KakK OBl cIIpalliuBasi 3TUM B3IJIL-
moMm: "OTuero?"

"OTTOrO, 4TO 5 JI6JI0 Tebd!" — UyTh He BHI-
pBajioch y KHs139 HUKUTBIL, HO OH CAep KaJs cebs
YU, HUYero He OTBETUB, TOJIBKO IJIyOOKO B30X-
HYIL



Arpadena IleTpoBHa YyJIBIOHYJaCh W HIKe
OIIyCTHJIA TOJIOBY.

ITeTp MuxaiisioBU4 becTy)XeB, IIPOBO/IUB Tep-
LIOTMHIO, BEPHYJICA K TOCTAM paccep>XeHHBIN. OH
OTJINYHO IIOHHUMAaJ, YTO €ero [J04Yb HApO4YHO
yCcTponsia cebe TOPKECTBO B 3aHOBO OOUTOMU TIO-
CTUHOM, U 60sICs, KaK OBI 3TO TOP>KEeCTBO HE CTO-
HWJIO eMy CJIMIIKOM MHOTOIO, ecId B3bellleHHas
AnHa HoaHHOBHa HamnuileT B [leTepOypr »KaJio-
0y. OH TpPeBOXUJICA U CepIUJICS, HO BOJIeH-HEBO-
JIe¥ [oJDKeH ObUI IIPU BaKHBIX T'OCTIX CHEPIKU-
BaThb cebs U He II0KAasbIBaTh BUJA, UTO HEJ0BO-
JIeH 4yeM-HUOyzAb. HallpoTuB, OH cTapaJicsa OBIThH
KakK MO>KHO Jito6e3Hee ¢ o6eppaTaMH, 3aCTaBJIAI
ce0s1 3aHATH IIPUSATHBIM PAasTOBOPOM 60raThIX Oa-
POHOB, MaJso-IIOMaJly pasollesicsi caM MU, HaKo-
Hell, BBIIIUB CTaKaH KPeIIKoro Meza, COBCeM pPas-
BECeJIUJICS.

B caj Ha Teppacy OH BBIIIeJ, yJIbI6asCh U II0-
3a0bIB Ha BpeMs HeJaBHIOI0 HeIpUATHOCTL. Co
CTyIIeHeK Teppacel Oblyla BUHA pasyKpalleHHas
IUIOIIIAZIKa, Iie IIPOMCXOAU/IN TaHIIbl, U BeceJlbe,
[japuBIllee TaM, 'POM MY3BIKM U IIPUYYAIUBAasL,
HO KpacuBas, IBIDKYIAsCAd IIeCTPOTa TOJIIIBI
TAQHIYIOIUX IIPUATHO IIOpasWId ero. Bosmyx



OBLJI HaCHIIIIEH apOMaTOM IIBETOB, UHUCT U CIIOKO-
€H; JlepeBbs, TOUYHO HAa KapTHHeE, CTOSUIN HelBHU-
KUMBI ¥ TUXH.

PasriappiBasg TaHIYIOINUX, becTyxeB ceityac
JKe 3aMeTHJI CpeiH HUX CBOIO 0Yb, KOTOpasd IILjIa
B IIepBOM Hape. IIpu BUzie ee B HEM OBLJIO CHOBA
IIPOCHYJIOCH HELOBOJILCTBO ee IIOCTYIIKOM C rep-
IJOTUHEI0, HO OH II0CTapaJsICsd CepsKaTh cebs.

"C KeM 3TO OHA?"— IIoAyMaJsl OH, CTapasichb
paccMoTpeTh, ¢ KeM TaHIyeT ArpadeHa IleTpos-
Ha, ", HAaKOHell, y3HaJI BOJIKOHCKOTO.

ITo cugroieMy pajgoCTHOMY JIHMIYy KHA3g Hu-
KUTBHl U B OCOOEHHOCTH II0 CMYII[EHUIO I0YepH,
KOTOpO€e He MOIJIO CKPBITECSI OT OTIJOBCKOIO IJIa-
3a, Iletp MuXaijioBUY [OTafaJICsad, UTO MEXXKAY
HUMU YTO-TO IIPOUCXOIUT TeIlephb, YTO U KHASE,
U €T0 J0Yb He COBCEM PABHOZAYIIIHO XOIAT B IIape
II0J, 3ByKH 3TOIO II0JIECKOT0. 1 BAPYI OH BCIIOM-
HUWJI HeJAaBHIO OXOTYy, XM Ta TO)Ke II0Kasajach
eMy II0[I03pPUTeIBHOI0.

"Tax BOT OHO uTO! — pemuru bectykeB. — Hy,
XOPOIIIOo, TIOCMOTPUM..."

B HeM 3akuIlesId 10cajta U THeB IIPOTUB JoYe-
pu. IIoJI0’KUM, OH HUKOIZa He OBLI IIpUBepP KeH-
I1eM CTapbIX MOCKOBCKHUX IIOPSIAKOB: ChIHA BeCh-



Ma OXOTHO OTJaJI Ha BOCIIUTaHHe B bepJIMH U pa-
ZOBAJICA, KOTZa TOT, OKOHYHMB TaM KypC, ITIOCTY-
IIMJI HAa MTHOCTPAHHYIO0 CIY>K0Y; caM OH, HaKOHelIJ,
CIIyKUJI 3a TpPaHUIlEX M, JaBHO CTaB €BPOIIEU-
CKHM 4YeJIOBEKOM, Jiep>KaJl I0Yb CBOOOZHO, BOBCE
He II0-MOCKOBCKHU. Ho Terlepb, KOorja Ha CaMOM
Zejie, BUAUMO, IIPOMCXOLUIO TO, O YeM OH IIPO-
II0Bel0BaJI TaK YacTO Ha CJI0BAaX, B HEM HeBOJIb-
HO IIOJHSAJIOCH CKPBEIBaBIIIeecd Ie-TO Ha JHe Y-
I YYBCTBO CJIEIION OTIJOBCKOM BJIACTH HaJ, [10-
4epblo, 1 OH BO3SMYTHJICA €€ CaMOCTOSTeIbHO-
CTBI0, KOTOPYIO CaM ke [OIIyCTHUJ/I U KOTOPOH He
CTeCHSJI HUKOIJa [0 CHUX IIop. OH BCIIOMHHII
CBOIO COOCTBEHHYIO >KEHUTBHOY, BCIIOMHUJI, KaK
ellle CPaBHUTEJILHO HeJaBHO JIeBYIIIKa He CMeJia
CMOTpeTH Jla’ke Ha ’KeHHUXa, a He TOJIbKO Ha II0-
CTOPOHHET0 MOJIOZOTO YeJ0BeKa — M BJIPYT €ro
poJiHad [04Yb BOT TaK CBOOOJHO pasroBapHUBaeT C
IIPUEe3XUM KHA3eM BOJIKOHCKHUM, V HHUX, OBITH
MOJKeT, pelllaeTcs YTO-HUOY/b, a OH, OTell, HuYe-
IO He 3HaeT, U OH O0JIBIIMMY, TsOKeJIbIMH Illara-
MH CITyCTHJICS C JIECTHHIIBI M HAaIIPpaBHJICA K ILJIO-
LIagKe.

B 3Ty MHHYTY KaK pa3 KOHUMJICA I10JIbCKUM, U
Iapsl C IIyOOKMM IIOKJIOHOM pPacXOQWINCh B



pasHble CTOPOHEL.

BecTyxeB, CABUHYB OpOBH U CEPAUTO OILY-
CTUB YTJIbI I'y0, II07[03BaJI K cebe 10Ub.

— OTuero THl TaHIyelllb C BOJIKOHCKHM? —
CIIPOCHJI OH, He CKpbIBas CBOEro rHeBa.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa yAUBJIEHHO B3IVIAHYJIA
Ha Hero.

— Hago Xe ¢ KeM-HUOYJb TaHI[eBaTb, — OT-
BeTHJIa OHa, — JIJIsI TOTO U OaJl.

— Xopor11o... Ho 6oJsbiite Thl He OyZellb TaH-
11eBaTh C HUM BO BeCb Beuep. Cabliana?

— 51 usbpaHa mapuie 6asna, — Bo3pasuia C
yJblOKOM ArpadeHa [TeTpoBHaA, — U 37€Ch, II0 3a-
KOHY U 00bIYalo, BCe B MOeM BJIACTU: s MOLY Jie-
JlaThb BCe, YTO X04y, U TaHIleBaTh, C KeM MHe
YTOZHO.

OHa 6ObpLIa IIpaBa— OObIYAM OBLI JEUCTBU-
TeJIbHO TakoB. IleTp MuXalJlOBUY HUYEro He
MOT CKasaTh el; ero pouTesIbCKas BJIaCThb 3[[eCh
He UMeJla CUJIBL.

— YepT BO3BMHU Ballld OObIYaW U 3TU TaH-
Ibl! — IIPOIleINJI OH CKBO3b 3yObl U Ha BeCh Be-
yep ocCTajICs yKe MOJIYaJIUuBBIN U HellpUBeTJIU-
BBIM, C HeTepIleHUEeM O)KHUJas, KOTJa, HaKOHeIl,
pasbenyTcs roCTH.



UepeMsuH, KaK Mapllaj, pacliopsKaBIIN-
Cd TaHIJaMH, BeJIeJI uiTpaTh MEHYIT U CTaJl YCTPa-
uBaTh napel. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa TaHIleBaJa
MEHYIT OIIATEH C BOJIKOHCKUM.

Vil
OTEL

poOBOAWB  IIOCJEeQHEro TOCTd, becTyxes,

HeCMOTpPs Ha II03JHUU Yac, HalIpaBUJICS IIps-
MO B yOopHyl paodepu. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa,
yTOMJIEHHasi BeceJbeM 3TOr0 JIHH, CHZeJa Y 3ep-
Kajla B OOJIBIIIOM MSATKOM Kpecje, Me[Js IIO-
3BaThb CBOUX CJIy>KaHOK. OHa ’Kejiajla OCTaThCA
HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT Tellepb OfHA, caMa C Co60lo,
II0CJIe BCEro 3TOro 6aJbHOro IIyMa, IIeCTPOTHI,
CyeTHU U Oisiecka. OHa OTKUHYJIaChb Ha CIIMHKY
Kpecja ¥ cHufiesia TaK, He MeHss II0JIOJKeHUS U
HaCJIaXIasCh THIIMHOMN U IIOKOEM.

Oters BollesI GBICTPO, He II0CTY4YaB IIpe/iBapu-
TeJIbHO B [IBepb, U OOJIBIINUMU IIaraMU IIPUOJIU-
3UJICA K KpecCiy.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa B3pOrHyJIa.

— l'ocrrogy, Kak BBl MEHs HCIIyraJu! — IIpo-
TOBOpMJIA OHA.



— Crracubo, Arpadena IleTpoBHa, 3e10 Tebe
cacubo! — HavaJ TOT CepAUTBIM I0JIOCOM. —
Cxa’ky, II0KaJIyMCTa, YTO BCE 9TO SHAUUT?

BbecTy’xeBa He Oblla yAHBJIeHa HU BOIIPOCOM,
HU BOOOIIe HEeYA0BOJIbLCTBHEM OTIIAa. OHa 3HaJa
3apaHee, 4TO fleJI0 He 000H/ieTcs 6e3 cepbe3HOro
00BbSICHEeHUs, HO He 0)KHJiaJla TOr0 TOHA, KOTO-
prIM roBOpmJ Tellepb IleTp MuxainiaoBuu. OH
HUKOI7Ia He o6palrajcs Tak ¢ Hel.

— IIpocTuTe, 6aTIOIIKA, HO CETOLHS s IIPOCTO
He MOI'y TOBOPHUTE: 51 yCTasla, He3J0POBUTCA MHE,
3aBTpa...

—Eciu g roBOpro, Tak He 3aBTpa, a Cero-
IOHS! — pesKo Iepe6bus BecTykeB. — /la U3BOJIb
BCTaTh, KOIZa TIOBOPHIIL C OTLIOM! — BIpPYT
KPHUKHYJI OH U OTBEPHYJICS.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa HCIIyTaHHO IIOHSIA
CBOH IIpeKpacHble, BEIpasUTeIbHEIE IJ1a3a Ha OT-
I1a, HeJJoyMeBasi, YTO CHeIaJl0oCh C HUM, H THXO
BCTaJla C Kpecja, OIYCTHUB TOJIOBY MU IIOKOPHO
CJIOKUB PYKH, TOTOBasg Tellepb CAYIIaTh U IIOf-
YHHATHCSI EMY.

dra ee IIOKOPHOCTb, — HAIIyCKHas IIOKOp-
HOCTb, KaK BooOpakaJ becTyxeB, — TOJIBKO
6osipiie B3becusa ero. OH X0TeJsI, YTOOBI JIyyllle



OHa paccepaujach, BCIBLIWJIA, pPacIllIaKajlachk,
HaKOHeIl, X0Td OH TepIleTb He MOTI CJe3, TOJIbKO
Obl OHa Jjajla eMy II0BOJ| BBIIUTh, B IIOTOKE YKO-
PH3HEHHBIX CJI0B, HAKUIIEBIIIYIO B €r0 TPYAU 3JI0-
0y. Ho oHa cTosiyIa IIpeJ; HUM, TUXas U MUJad, B
CBOEM BeJIMKOJIEIIHOM Hapsje, KOTOPBIA YAUBH-
TeJILHO I1TeJ K Hell.

— HM3BoJIbTE 7K OTBeYaThb, CyZapbIHsA! — IIPO-
TOBOPHJI, efBa CHAepKUBaschb, Ilerp Muxamio-
BUY.

—/Jla B ueM ’Xe g BUHOBATa? — IIPOU3HECIIA,
BIIOJIHE OBJIaJIeB 06010, ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.

— Meob6eJsb... Me6esib — 3TO pa3! — CHOBa 3a-
Kpu4aj becTy’keB, pasfpaskasCh y>Ke pPe3KUM
3BYKOM COOCTBEHHOIO TojIoca U B 0COOEHHOCTU
TeM, UTO He MOXKeT Cep>KaTh I'HeB.

— 3T0 — He 60Jiee, KaK CIIyYaWHOCTh; II0UYEM
JKe s MOIJIa 3HaTh, YTO 3TO TaK BBIHET?

— 3Haro, BCe 3TO g 3HAI0 TOXKe, YTO He CJI-
YamHOCTb... MEHI-TO, MaTYIIIKa, He IIPOBe/ellls!..
TBI BOT TYT fiyMaelllb 0 CBOEM CaMOJIFOOMH, & MHe
IPUXOLUTCA pacIUIayMBaThCI 3a 3TO, — TIOpd-
ynicd [letp MuxaiisioBud. — YTO ThHI AyMaelllb,
O_H_a, — OH IIPOM3HeC 3TO CJIOBO TakK, 4YTO OBLIO
SICHO, YTO OH pasyMeeT IepIlOrMHI0, — He Hallu-



IeT Tenepb 060 BceM B IleTepOypr, He cTaHeET
JKajioBaThbed?... Jlerkag IITyKa — HeUero CKa-
3aTb! U MOIIOMHU MOe€ CJI0BO, apoM Tebe 3Ta Me-
6esib He IIPOMeT... BOT yBUAUIIE, KOTa-HUOYIb
Jla BCIIOMHUTCS... OTMCTUT OHa Tebe!l.. Hy, a 3a-
TeM BOJIKOHCKUI...

— Yto >Xe BOJIKOHCKUU? — CIIPOCHUJIA BAPYT
Arpadena IleTpoBHa.

BecTy>XeB OCTaHOBWJICS, IIO[JBICKHMBas BbIpa-
’KeHMe, KOTOpOe COOTBETCTBOBAJIO OBl TOMY, UTO
OH XOTeJI CKasaThb.

— UT0 y Teb6s 6B1I0 C HUM, a?

OHa He oTBeTHJIA.

— UTo y Tebs1 6bLJI0 C HUM? — IIOBTOPMUII IleTp
MuxaiyjioBUY.

— PemmutessbHO HHUYeEro... YTo 2K, 1 TOJIBKO
TaHIeBaja... 1 MoIJja cesaaTh 3To. TyT He ObLIO
HUYEro AypPHOTO...

BecTy>XeB 3aKyCHJI Iy0Y.

— AX, 3HaI0 g 3TO Bce! — IIOBTOPMJI OH. — /la
Belb THI: ’Ke IIOHHWMaAaelllb... Belb BHUAUIID, YTO
OH 6e3 yma 0T Teb4...

— Ecsii BBl Bce BUANTE, TaK JO/DKHBI U 00
9TOM 3HaTh, — BO3paswja OHAa, IIPUCTAJIBLHO
B3IJIIbIBas Ha OTIIA, 0>KU/Iasi, YTO OH OTBETHT.



— Ta-ak! — IIpoTAHYI OH. — A eCJIH, II0-MOe-
MY, ¥ caMa TEL...

—UYrto g cama?... Hy, 3T0— Hempas/aa,
HeIlpaBJa, HUYero g caMa... [UI1 MeHs BOJIKOH-
CKHU pelIuTesibHO KaK BCe Apyrue, — BOJHOBA-
Jachb ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, a B TrojioBe y HeU
MeJIBKaJIo B 3TO BpeMs: "['ocriogu! Hey)kesHu 3a-
MeTHO?... Hey)KeJIl g B CaMOM [iesie?., Ia HerT,
HeT!.." — J3TOro He MOKeT OBITh, — IIPOZOJDKaJIA
oHa Bciyx! — KTo BaM ckasast 3To? Myiu BBI caMU
3aMeTH/IN?

— JTO BCe paBHO, HO €CJIH 3TO TakK, TO g Tebd
IIpenyIpeskaai, YTo 3ITOT0 HUKOIZIa He OyJeT, g
He I103BOJI0. CJIBIIIUING? He II03BOJIH... I Tebe
naM 6e3 0TIla, HUKOI/IAa He CIIPOCSCh... 3aMY>K BbI-
XomuTh!.. UIib, BeIyMaJa... Boro 3abpasa! Tak
s CyMel0 IIPUBECTU Tebsd Ha IIyTh UCTUHHBII!

U BecTty>XeB, KPpyTO II0BEpPHYBIIUCH, YIIIEJ, 3a-
CTy4yaB KabJiyKaMH U He IIPOCTUBIIHCH C J0Ye-
prIo.
Arpadena IleTpoBHa [0JITO OCTaBajach IIpef,
3epKaJyIoM, TaK, KaK OCTaBWJI ee oTell. MEBICIU C
0CO6EHHOK, HeOOBIYallHOI OBICTPOTOI MEHS-
JIUCH B rosioBe. ['HeB 0TIIa, TOP>KeCTBO HaJ rep-
IIOTHMHEeM, HeBLISICHEHHOE 10 CUX II0P U BAPYT IIO-



JIyUMBIIlee Telleph TOUHO KaKyIo-TO OIIpejiesieH-
Hy10 $OpMy UYBCTBO K BOJIKOHCKOMY, — BCe 3TO
BOJIHOBAJIO €e, TPEeBOXKWJIO, He [aBaJi0 YCIIOKO-
UThCcd. OHa 3abbLia 00 YyCTaJIOCTU U UYBCTBOBA-
JIa, 4YTO COH He IIpUZeT K Hel... Ipyab ee TOUHO
OblyIa CTeCHEHA YeM...

"[ITHYpOBKA, — IIPHUIIJIO el B TOJIOBY, U OHA,
II0/lyMaB O CBOEM Hapsfe, OIjsifiesia cebsa B 3ep-
KaJIo ¢ HOT 70 roJioBEL. — "Eine Fbrstin — HacTos-
I1ast KHATHHA", — BCIIOMHIJIA OHa C/I0Ba PO3EL.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa 103BaJsia Po3y, Beseia
paszeTs cebd M IMOAATH CBOM IIIUPOKUU IIIEJIKO-
BBIH IIUTyMIIEP.

— 41 ellle He JIATY B II0CTeJIb, — IIOSCHUJIA OHA
H, ceB 3a CBOM MaJIeHbKUH ITMCbMEHHBIM CTOJI,
TIaTeJIbHO OYMHWJIA IIep0 U Havasa IIHUCbMO K
6paTy B 'aHHOBep.

OHa Io-HeMeIlKH ITHcajla eMy O IlepeMeHe B
OTIIe, 06 ero BCIIBIIIIKE U 0 TOM, YTO OH BIPYT BbI-
paswuiI KejlaHUe CTaTh TUPAHOM ee AYIIU B IIPO-
TUBHOCTHL TOMY IIPOCBEIlleHHI0, KOTOPOe CTOJIb
CBOUCTBEHHO BceMy poxay bectyxeBriX. O Bour-
KOHCKOM, pa3yMeeTcs, B IIUCbMe He OBLIO peym.
Jla 1 He 0 HeM Tellepb 6ecIlOKoWIach ArpadeHa
[TerpoBHA. Eff Ba)KHO OBLIIO BBIACHUTHL IIPU IIO-



Mol OpaTa, Hey)KeIH, eCJH [JeHCTBUTeJIbHO
OHa IIOJIIOOUT KOTrO-HUOYZAb, TO OTEeI] MOYKeT II0-
JIOKUTH 3aIllpeT Ha ee CBOOOJHYIO JIIOOOBb, Ha
JIydlllee YyBCTBO ee AyIIu?

AnHa MoaHHOBHA B 3TOT Bedyep TOKe [IOJIrO
He JIO’KWJIACh CIIaTh U TOXKe ITxcasa. OHa mucasa
MeJIJIEHHO, IIOCTOIHHO MOPIACh U C HEMMOBEP-
HBIM TPYZOM OOQyMBIBasi «IITHUJIb» CBOEIO IIHUCH-
Ma. BepHyBIIMCH AOMOM, OHa OBICTPO CKHHYyJIA
CBOE SpPKO-KeJITOe IIaThbe M TYT JKe IIofapuia
ero KaMepucTKe, II0TOM IIPOTrHaJIa BCeX U3 KOM-
HaThHl U CeJjla IIHCATh IIPSIMO K Ig7e-TocyZaplo.
OHa [10JIT0 IIepedYepKUBaJIa, IeperrchiBaia 1 IIe-
pernesbiBajia, HO, COCTaBHUB, HaKOHeEIl, CJIE3HYIO
»kasoby Ha BectyxeBa 11apro IleTpy, mepeuyunTasa
ee W usopBasia. OHa IIOJIOKUTEJILHO He MOIJjia
HaIlMCcaTh TaK, KaK CJIe0BasIo. Bce mUcbLMa K Io-
cyZaproo couuHsI e Ilerp MUXalJI0BUY, U Te-
Iepb HeKOMY OBLJIO 3aMEeHUTH €ero0.

"Tocriogy, 4TO Ke fejlaTb MHe?" — CIIpallli-
BaJsla ce6s AHHa MloaHHOBHA. — MaTyIlIKe Hallu-
caTh, OHa — MO eJHUHCTBEHHAas 3allJUTHHUIIA, —
pelmia OHa, U y>Ke 6e3 IIOMapoK U IlepeyepKu-
BaHb4, HaIMcajJa MHOTOCJIOBHOE II0CJIaHUe K I1a-
pune IIpackoBbe, B KOTOPOM >KaIOBaJlaCh Ha



TepnuMeble el0 B KypigHAUM IIPUTECHEeHUd U
IIpOCHJIa, YTOOBI MAaTyIlIKa yMOJIMJIA CBOETO Jie-
Bepsg-Ilaps 0TO3BaTh OTCIoZa becTtykeBa. — Hy,
Iletp MuxamjioBuU4Y, IIOCMOTPUTE BBl C Ballleid
ArpadeHoi1 Terepb! VoK s TepILIIO-TEPILIIO, a II0-
TOM [I00BIOCH CBOETr0, IIOCMOTPHUM... 3aTOBOPHUTE
BB, KaK ybepyT Bac oTcroja!" — aymasa oHa, 3a-
paHee paaysach TOMY, KakK «pas’kaayroT» becTy-
JKeBa, B UeM OHa He COMHeBaJIach, HaZesaCh, UTO
rocyiapb HHU B YeM He OTKaKeT CBOeH II0OKOPHOM
30JI0BKE.

Ha pgpyro »xe peus Iletp MuxamimoBuy
y3HaJI, YTO T'ePILIOIMHA II0CjIaja y>Ke paHo yTpoM
CeKpeTHOIro roHIa B IleTepOypr ¢ COOGCTBEHHO-
PYYHBIM ITHCbMO K MarTyIlke-Ifapuie IIpacko-
Bbe. I[eJIb 3TOro ImoCaaHusd U CoJep KaHHe IIHCh-
Ma OBLIU ACHBI becTysxeBy.

Korzia oH 110 06BIKHOBEHHIO IIpHeXaJl K repIio-
TMHe YTPOM C JOKJIaZoM, Ta He IPHHsIA ero. /e-
JIO BBIXOJUJIO Cephe3HBIM, TaK Kak AHHa HoaH-
HOBHAa, BHUAMMO, Hayajla OTKPBHITYI0 6OpbOy, H
ITerp MHUXaMI0BUY 3afiyMaJICsd, He 3Hasg Ha 3TOT
pas CHJIBI IPOTUBHUKA. Ha TaKoM IBHBIN pasphlB
C HUM TepIIOTHHSA MOIJIA PeIlHTHLCS, TOJIbKO 3a-
PYYHUBIINUCH TBEPAOK IIOAJEP>KKOI0 B IleTepOyp-



re, a becTtyxeB 3HaJI, YTO Takas IIOAfep>KKa He
HeBO3MO>KHa i1 Hee. OH BBDKIAZT HECKOJIBKO
IHel, He ofiyMaeTcsd iU AHHa MoaHHOBHA U He
IIPUIILIET JIX 3a HUM; HO OHa He IIpHchLIaa. To-
I7la OH ellle pa3 II0IIPOO60BaJ SIBUTHCI B 3aMOK,
HO ero OIIATh He IPUHSIU. O4eBUTHO, TePIIOTH-
Hs He 60s1JIach ero.

Iletp MuxajoBuY [oMa XOIUJI CEpPIUTHIMH,
He B JIyXe, yIIpeKaJl LOYb 3a CIYUUBIIIEeCs, U ero
00XO0’K/IeHHE C HEI0 COBEPIIIEHHO U3MEHUJIOCh. B
00IIeCTBE OH CTapaJiCsa Kas3aTbCs PaBHOLYIITHBIM
U BeceJIbIM, HO MHOTHe 3aMeydaId, YTO 3TO PaB-
HOZVIIIME U Becesjibe CIYKUJIKW TOJIBKO MAacKOI0
U1 TOTO OeCIIOKOMCTBA, OT KOTOPOro He OBLI B
CUJIaX OTAesaThcda becTyKeB.

AHHa HMoaHHOBHA, B OKHIAaHUH OTBETa U3
[leTepbypra Ha CBOe IIOCJIaHUe, Ilepeexajia Ha
KUTbe B Bupiiay, 1 — CTpaHHOe [IeJI0 — MUTaB-
CKHUU 3aMOK C OT'He3/[0M X035MKU He TOJILKO OIIY-
CTeJI, HO, HalIpOTHUB, B HEM TOYHO IIPOCHYJIaCh
KU3Hb. HacesieHHe 3aMKa, HE CTeCHIeMOe Te-
epb IIPUCYTCTBHEM TepI[OTMHU, 0’KUBUJIOCH, B
cajly MOSABWINUCH TYJIAIOIUE, Ha JBOpe II0Kasa-
Jlach IIPUCJIYTa, B OKHAaX [0JIbIle 0OBIKHOBEHHO-
ro II0 BeuepaM 6JieCTesI OTHU, U TOJILKO IIOKOU



TepPIIOTMHU TeMHEJIH I10-IIPesKHEMY.

BOJIKOHCKHM C yTpa BBIXOAUI B cafl, He 605Ch
yoKe BCTPETUTHCA C TepIlorMHeN, U II0[0JITY IY-
JISLZI TaM CO C80€H0 KHIKKOM.

OH HaxopuJICcd Tellepb B caMOM OJia)KeHHOM
COCTOSSHUHU CYaCTJIMBOTIO BJIIOOJIEHHOIO U, HaCJja-
JKIasiCh BOCIIOMUHaHUSAMHU Oasia, JyMasl TOJIBKO
06 ArpadeHe [IeTpOoBHe U HCKaJI C HEIO BCTPEUH.

UepeM3HH paccKasaj eMy, YTO Ha JHIX OyzaeT
XpaMOBBIA IIPasfHUK B IIepKBU OCBaJILICKOIO
3aMKa, I'Jle )KIJI cTapblil rpa¢ OTTO, ¥ UTO B 3TOT
IleHb BcAd MuTaBa ObIBaeT y Hero B IocTaxX. KHA3b
Hukura cerigyac jKe IIOJyMaJl, YTO HaBEPHO TaM
O6ynyT BecTy>KeBBl M YTO XOPOIIO OBLIO OBI IIO-
IacTh Ty/a, eCJIA 3TO BO3MOYKHO.

3aMok OcBaJb[, PaCIOJIOXKeHHEIN He[aaeko
0T MHUTaBBI, BBEPX II0 peke Aa, Ha JIEBOM ee Oe-
pery, Ha HeOOJBIIIOM XO0JIMe, GBI OCHOBaH B
1347 romy peinapeM JIUBOHCKOrO OpZeHa
OcBasIbZ0OM ¥ COXpPaHUJI BCe CBOe IIpe)KHee BeJlu-
4yye, HeCMOTPS Ha IIPOHECIIHecs Haj ero CTeHa-
MU BeKa. HapomHoe nBrKeHUe, pepopMarius U,
HaKOHell, pacliajieHue opzeHa IIPOIIH I Hero
beccaeqHo, 1 B Havasie XVIII cToIeTHS >KHUBIITHHI
TaM Oe3fieTHBIM cTaper rpa¢ OTTO — IIOCIeJHUMN



OcBaJIbJy — OCTaBaJICI BEPHBIM KaTOJIUKOM U
PEBHHUBO OXPaHsJI CBOH 3aMOK OT BCSIKOI'O HOB-
mrecrBa. I'pa¢ HHMKOro He IIPUHHMAJ M CaM He
BBIXOJMJI 3a 4epTy CBOMX OKOIIOB. Hapop Iipo
Hero pacckasbiBaJl 6aCHU; TOBOPHUJIH, UTO OH —
QJIXMMHUK M 4apozei, a B MuUTaBe CUUTAIH €ro
IIPOCTO BBDKUBIIKM M3 yMa CyMacOpPOJHBIM CTa-
PHUKOM, XOTS U OT3BIBAJIUCH O HEM C YBa>KeHUEM.

3aMOK CO CBOMMH BBICOKMMH CT€HaMH, PBa-
MM, OallHAMH K OOMHHUIIAMH, C IIO[BEMHBIM,
IPeMEeBIIHUM I[eIIIMH MOCTOM, HMeJI CHapy>KH
CTPaHHBIY, TAWHCTBEHHBIM BHUI U Kasajcd
HeobuTaeMbIM. TOJIBKO B YTPEHHUI Yac 00efHU
M3-3a 9THX CTEH pasfaBaIkCh MEPHEIe YAaphl KO-
JIOKOJIA.

Crapsblii rpad XU y cebsi, Kak X0TeJl, HUKOMY
He Melllasd, ¥ He II03BOJIAJI, YTOOBI Melllak eMy.
OH pabCKU IIPUAEPKUBAJICI He[OBCKHUX OOBIYA-
€B, 3aBellJaHHbIX eMy OTIIOM, Ha KOTOPOIO OBLI
OYeHb II0X0’K CBOMMU IIPUUYYJaMH K CTPAHHO-
CTAMU.

B 06BIKHOBEHHOE BpeMs BOPOTa 3aMKa HUKO-
I7la He PaCTBOPSIUCH I CIy4ailHOTO II0CEeTUTe-
JIs1 UJIA TOCTS. Pa3 TOJIBKO B I'0J, B IIPECTOJILHBIN
IIpasgHUK 3aMKOBOM IIepKBH, 3TH BOPOTa OBLIU



OTBOPEHEI JJIs1 BCEX YKEeJIAI0IUX, U TOT/[a BCIKUH,
KTO XOTeJ, — W 3HATHBIHA, U IIPOCTOJIIOAUH —
MOT UATH B TOCTU K cTapoMy rpady. st Hapoaa
yCTpauBaJIOCh YTOI[eHHe Ha JIBOpe, a 6J1aropo/-
HBIX TOCTeH IPOBOKAJIM B CTOJIOBBIM 3aJ K Tpa-

dy.
Takum o06pa3oM, IIONaCTh Ty/la BOJIKOHCKOMY
OBLJIO OYEHD JIETKO ¥ BO3MO>KHO.

Vil
CTAPbIV 3AMOK

a BcTaBaM, bpart, BcraBai!.. He To oro3za-
eM, — OyZu/I [aBHO YMBITHIM, [IpHUUYECaH-
HBIM U IIOYTH OJeThIM KHA3b HUKHTAa Jje)KaBIile-
IO ellle B I1ocTe/ I YepeMs3HHa.

— A-a-a, KOTOpBIH yac? — 3eBHYJ UYepeM3HH.

— CKOpO IIIeCTh...

BruIo elrle II0JIOBHMHA IIECTOTrO yTpa, HO BoJr-
KOHCKHM HapO4YHO CKasaJ 6oJIbIlle.

— Tak paHo elile — ycrieeM, — COHHBIM T0JIO-
COM OTO03BaJIcd UepeM3HWH U IIOBEPHYJICI K CTe-
He.

— Hy, uTo MHe ¢ To60H fes1aThb? — 6eCIIOKO-
wicd Hukura ®emopoBuy. — I'me ke MBI yciieeM?



Tel ofeBaThCA OyAellb IIOJITOpPA 4aca II0 MEeHb-
e Mepe... /la caM TBI BYepa TOBOPHJI, UTO [0
OcBaJibJja yac e3fibl Oy/ieT, 3HAUUT, IIpUeSIeM TY-
Jla B IIOJIOBUHE [eBATOr0, & HY>KHO OBITH B BO-
CeMb.

— 3HauuT, IIpyeieM B II0JIOBUHE [IeBSITOr0, —
corslacuiicd YepeMsuH, cafsaCh Ha IIOCTeJIH, IIO-
TATUBasCh ¥ MUTad ellle CAUIaBIIMMUCI OT CHa
rJasaMu. — 3Haelllb, KH3b, — BIPYT, COOOpasuiI
OH, — MBI BOT YTO CZjeJlJaeM — BOBCe He II0eJ[EM...

BOJIKOHCKUH TOJILKO PYKOM MaxHYJL.

— Benp Bce paBHO 0OII03[aJIN, — IIPOZ0JDKAJ
YUepeMsHH.

— /Jla BCTaHeIlb JIX ThI, MOXKET, U He OII03/ia-
JIN.

— /Jla BeZib ee He OyfieT...

— Koro ee?

— He 3Haemns? — U UepeM3UH JIYyKaBO IIPU-
LIIYPHJI IIpaBBIN IJIas.

— IMociymiaii, HaKOHeLL... — HayaJl ObLIO yKe
paccepauBIINMCI KHSI3b HUKUTA.

— TrI TIOrOAU 3/IUTHCA. SI Tebe IPUATHYIO HO-
BOCTb MOTY COOOIIUTE.

— Hy? — cropocui, MeHsd TOH, BOJIKOH-
CKUM. — /la, BEpHO, OIISITH BPeIllb UYTO-HUOY/b.



— Het, He Bpy. Buepa s IIOJIO’KUTEJILHO
y3HaJI, 4To becTy>keBa 0T3LIBAIOT OTCIO/A.

— Hy, 4T0 X U3 aToro?

— Hy, 3HauuT, OH OyZeT B HEMUJIOCTH, JIU-
IIIUTCS CBOETO II0JIOKEeHUS, MOKET OBITh, COCTOS-
Hudg. ['epIiorHHg BOT y»Ke CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH He
IIpUHUMAaeT €ero, CJ0BOM, becTy)keB HaKaHyHe
ajeHus.

— Tak 4TO K TYT IIPUATHOIO?

— g Iletpa MuxauioBruya, KOHeUHO, HUYe-
IO, HO [T Te6sI 3TO 0UeHb XOPOIIIO.

— /Jla 4TO THI, He IIPOCHYJICH, BEpHO? UTO THI
34 B3J0p TOBOPHIIIL?

— Her, He B3710p, rosiydbuuk. Beib Tl Arpade-
Hy [IeTpOBHY JIFOOUIIE?

BOJIKOHCKMIM MOJIYAJL.

— JI;06UIIb THI ee MJIM HET, g TeOs CIIpalllu-
Baro?

— Hy, xopor1to... [laabliie 4yTo?

— A ecsiX THI ee JIIOOUIIL, TO HU Ha OOraT-
CTBO, HU Ha IIPOTEKIIHI0 ee OTIla BHUMAHUA He
obpaijaenib. 3Ha4UT, TO, YTO Ka3ajJoCh HEBO3-
MOKHBIM WJIM TPYAHBIM, Korja becTy>keB ObLI B
CHJIe, CTaHeT IIPOCTO U JakKe OUeHb TOCTOMHO C
TBOEM CTOPOHEI, KOIZIa OH BIIaZleT B HEMUJIOCTE...



— To ecTB?

— /Jla cBaTOBCTBO K ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe! —
oTpesas BAPYr YepeM3HUH U, CIIyCTUB HOT'H C KPO-
BaTH, OBICTPO CTaJI OZeBaThCs.

Ha 3TOT pas OH OKOHYMJI CBOH TyaJIeT [0-
BOJIBHO IIOCIIEINTHO, ¥ He OBLJIO ellle II0JIOBUHBI
CeIbMOT0, KOIJla OHU BbleXaJIk BepX0M, OBICTPOIO
PBICHIO, 38 TOPOLL.

CioBa UYepemsuHa BCH JOpPOry My4Ymad Bour-
KOHCKOr0o. OH He MOI' He CO3HAThCs, UTO 3THU CJIO-
Ba ObUIM CYACTJIMBOK U YYy[JHOI UCTUHOH, HO,
HeCMOTpPs Ha 3TO, Ij11 Hero ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
BCe-TaKH Ka3aJlach TaK HeJocsAraeMo IIpeKpacHa,
YTO TO CYACThE, 0 KOTOPOM IOBOPHJI UepeMsHH,
IIpeCTaB/IsIOCh He3eMHBIM, He3[eIIHUM U IIO-
TOMY [IJIs1 IIPOCTOT0 CMEPTHOI'0 HEBO3MOKHBIM.

— @yl S ¢ yMa co¥ipy! — IIOBTOPSI OH, CXBa-
THIBAsICh 3a FOJIOBY.

OHM mogbexasnu K 3aMKy KakK pa3 BOBpeMsd,
KOTZia TOJIBKO UTO 3aryjeJ IIepKOBHEIN KOJIOKOJI,
U1 BOPOTa OTBOPHJIMCE.

Tosma Hapopa, OXKHIABIIasgs 3TOM MUHYTHI,
IIoBaJIjia B BOPOTAa, IIPOITyCKas BIIepes I'OCIIOJ-
CKUX JIollaze. Bce TOPOIUIINCE, IIOTOMY YTO C
IOCJIeHUM yJapoOM KOJIOKOJIa BOPOTa CHOBA 3a-



TBOPSUIMCH U B IIPOJIOJDKEHHE BCEro JIHs, [0 Be-
yepa, HeJIb3d ObLJIO HU BOWTH B 3aMOK, HU BBIU-
TH U3 Hero.

V3eHbKUU IIEPBBLIM ABOP 3aMKa, CTHCHYTBIN
MeXXJy ABYyMs IIOYUTH JIMIIEHHBIMH OKOH CTeHa-
MU, OBLT BBIMOIEH IUIOCKMMH KBaZpaTHBIMU
KaMHSIMH, MeK1y KOTOPbIMU IIpo6HBajachk COp-
Hasg TpaBa, U KasaJICd IIyCTHIHHBIM U HeIIpHUBeT-
JUBBIM. HO 3a BTOPBIMU — GallleHHBIMU — BOPO-
TaMH OTKpbIBasJach IIUPOKas o6cakeHHas Jiepe-
BbSIMU U YCHITIaHHAs I1eCKOM IUIOIIA/b, I/ie TOTO-
BUJIOCH YTOII[eHUeE JIJIS1 IIPOCTOHAPOABS.

OG6OrHYB 9Ty ILIOLIALb, GJIaTOPOJHBIE TOCTHU
Iobe3KaJIu K JJIMHHBIM CTYIIEHSM IJIaBHOIO
1o be3/a, y Beper KOTOPOro BBITAHYJINCH U 3a-
CTBLIM, CJIOBHO KaMeHHBIe, [lep>Ka HaoTMalllb
CBOH asiebap/pl, ABa JIATHUKA B CTAPUHHOM Ha-
OTMaAlllb U 6J1eCTeBIIIEM Ha COJIHIIE BOOPY>KEHUU.

BOJIKOHCKUM cjIe3 ¢ JIoIagu U, OTHAaB ee KO-
HIOXY, CTaJI BCJIe[ 3a OPYTUMU IIOJBIMAaThCS II0
JIECTHUIIE B IIOKOU Irpada.

3HAaKOMBINM Tellepb KHA3I0 HUKHUTe MHUTaB-
CKUM 3aMOK KeTiiepoB, Ifie Kuja IeplioTHHS CO
CBOEH CBUTOI, OBLI IIOYTHU Ha I[ejIoe CTOJIeTHe
crapee OcBasib/ia, HO KMeJI ropaszo 60Jiee COBpe-



MeHHBIM BUJ, Ja’ke CHapy>Ku, He TOBOPA YXKe 0
BHYTpeHHeM y6paHCTBe. /lBa BBICOKHX CO
CTpeJIbYaThbIMU CBOJaMU U OKHaMHU 3aja, KOTO-
pble MUHOBAJIU TOCTH, UMeJIH CTPOTUH, 10 MeJlb-
YaUIMX IOAPOOHOCTEN, XapaKTep IJIyO0KOM CTa-
PHUHBI, TIIJaTEJILHO COXpaHeHHOM. V3Kas rajepes,
C UIMHHBIM PSIIOM $aMUIBHBIX IIOPTPETOB I'pa-
¢oB OcCBaJIb[OB, Bejla B II€PKOBb, I7le HauMHa-
Jlacb 00efHs. JTa IEpPKOBb, OCBeIlleHHas IIPO-
3pavyHOI0 MO3aMKOM MeJIKUX PasHOILIBETHBIX CTe-
KOJI, C OTKPBITBIM KaTOJIMYeCKUM ajiTapeM, Oblia
HeBeJIMKa. BrpoueM, U rocTe, JOIYIIeHHBIX CIO-
Ia, ObI0 HEMHOTO. Briepeny, B 0CO60M, OOTSIHY-
TOM KpaCHBIM CYKHOM MeCTe, CHZieJl CaM CTapUK
rpad OcBasbl, OHETHIM B UepHBIM OapXaTHBIM
KapTaH IIOKpOsl IIeCTHAAIaTOTO CToJeTHs. Ha
IUleyax y Hero Oblia rpadckas MaHTHA. 'ocTu
pasMeCTHJIMCh 110 CKaMelKaM: B IIepBBIX psfax
IaMBbl, My>KUMHBI — I103a/1H.

Bca aTa o6cTaHOBKaA 3aMKa U Irpad B CBOeM
YepHOM OflesHUU pes3asld IJIa3 HEeIPUBBIYHOIO
Ba’KHOCTBIO U I10-CBOEMY OBLIM BeJIMYeCTBEHHO
KpacuBBI, HO KaK-TO YK CJIHIIKOM «II0-CBOEMY»,
B 0COOEHHOCTH, B CpaBHEHHUHU C IIypIIaBIIel0
CBOMM aTJIaCOM H IIIeJIKOM TOJIIIOX0 IOCTeH, B Ha-



psAfaX, K KOTOPBIM IIPUBBIK IJ1a3 BOJIKOHCKOTO.

Ho Hukurta ®emopoBUY He obpaljaja IIOYTH
HU Ha KOT'0 U HU Ha UTO BHUMAaHMU4, [I0TOMY UTO
Ta, UIs1 KOTOPOM OH IIpuexaJl, OblIa 37ecCh.

BecTy)xeB Hapo4yHO SBUJICA C [04Yepbl0 B
OcBasbf, >Kejasd II0KasaTh, YTO €ro jesa HUAYT
BOBCe He JIYPHO U YTO OH COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOEH
U BeceJl.

Ciryx6a OpLta HOpoAo/DKUTe bHa. CHauasa
aTep IIPpOM3HeC [JIUHHYI0 IIPOIOBEAb IIO-
HeMeIlK{, IIOTOM Haydajacbh TOp>KeCTBeHHas
obeHd IIpU 3ByKaxX OpraHa ¥ IIeHUs. BOJIKOH-
CKHUM HeTepIIeJIMBO KJaJ OKOHYAaHUA CIIyKOBI,
4TOOBI UMEeTh BO3MO’KHOCTDH IIOJJOMTH U 3aroBo-
puUTh ¢ ArpadeHoii IIeTpOBHOU, HO 3Ta BO3MOXK-
HOCTBH IIpe[icTaBUJIach He CKopo. Korjga BeIILIN
U3 IIepKBH, becTy)XeBa C OTIIOM U IIPOYUMHU BaK-
HBIMH JIIOJABLMH IIPOIILIA BllepeX, © Huxkure de-
IOPOBUYY Hey[0OHO OBLIO IIOIIACTh B UX CPeny;
HO OH BHfeJ, uTo ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, IIpouasa
MHMO Hero, 3aMeTHJIa ero ¥ 3Hajla, YTO OH 371eCh
U JIIOOUT ee, U BOCXUILAETCI el0. ITUM CO3HaHU-
€M OH YTeIlIHUJICA.

ITocse obexHu rpad, meperas B 3asl, IIPUBET-
CTBOBAJI B&KHBIX I'OCTel U 3J0POBAJICA C OCTaJIb-



HBIMH, KOTOpBIe II0 OYepey IIOAXOUIN K HeMY
U KOTOPBIX, He OIIHUOasch, HasblBaJl rpady Ma-
JKOP/I0OM, HeM3BeCTHO KaK U OTKyJa y’Ke y3HaB-
IIUHA UX UMeHa.

[IpencTaBiieHMe KOHYWMJIOCH, pasfasicsa 3BYK
PO’KKa, U [Ba Ila)ka B CepeOpsHBIX ellaH4Yax C
repbamu rpadckoro gomMa OcCBaJIb0B HaCTeXb
pacraxHyad 60JibIIve NyOOBBIE ABEPU B COCE[-
HUH 3aJ1, IJe ObLJI IIPUTOTOBJIEH CTOJI I YrOIlle-
HUS.

9TOT CTOJ HMes (GOpMY IIOAKOBBI M OBLI
CILJIOIIb 3acTaBJIEH TSDKEJIOI CepebpsHOI0 II0CY-
IoM, KybkaMH M KyBIUIMHaMH. IIpes KarKabIM
CTYJIOM C Pe3HOI0 BBICOKOIO CITMHKOM Ha CTOJIe
CTOSUIU cepeOpsHble TapesKH, HO HU HOXKeH, HU
BIJIOK, 3allpellleHHBbIX B CTapHHy B KaTOJIHYe-
CKHX MOHACTBIPSX, He JIeKaJlo Bo3jle HUX. Ha ce-
pefyHe CTOJIa U Ha 000MX KOHIIaX ero, B cepeo-
PAHBIX OacceliHax OMJIM HebOoJIbIIHe (QOHTAHBI
0eJIoro ¥ KpacHOro BHHA. TyT >Ke CTOSUIM 3aTel-
JIUBBIe COOPY>KEeHUS U3 TeCTa, YKpallleHHOI'0 pas-
HOLIBETHOIO IVIa3ypbI0: BLICOKHUI 3aMOK C OalllH-
MH, JBePbMHU U OKHaMH, KOpabJib C I1apycaMu U
CHACTAMHU, OTPOMHBIN IIaBJIMH, PACIIyCTUBIINKA
CBOM XBOCT, MeJILHUIIA C BEPTAIIUMUCH KPBLIbI-



MU, YBUTBIM IUIIOIIOM baxyc Ha 6ouke. Besas
perMcKas cKaTepTh ObLIa yBelllaHa U IIOKPBITa
TUPJITHIAMH IIBETOB.

— Yro, xXopoiro? — crpocusn YepemsuH Hu-
KuTy PemopoBHya, yCaKMBABILIEIOCd C HUM 3a
CTOJI.

— UYTo K, XOpPOIIOo, — COIJacuacad BOJIKOH-
CKHUM, OIVIAABIBAsACH U HAIIPaCHO HUINa caapeTKu
U npubopa. — ToJIbKO KakK ke eCThb?

XoTd OTCYTCTBHe IIpHU60pa U He 0COOEHHO II0-
pasuiIo ero — caM Iaphb IleTp ej1 4acTo IIPOCTO
pyKaMu, — HO OH CZeJIaJl CBOM BOIIPOC, IIOTOMY
uT0 ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa MoIJIa yBUETh, KaK OH
OyZileT aJbLjaMH IIauyKaThbCd B KylllaHbe. OHaKo
UepeM3UH YCIIOKOHMJI €ro, 4To y rpada Takoe
OOBIKHOBEHUE, 1a U KYIlIaHbs OYAYT I104aBaThCs
COBCEM O0COOeHHEIE.

JleCTBUTE/ILHO, KHA3b HUKHMTa HUKOI/A elle
He IIpo60BaJl CyXOro BHHerpeTa H3 6OapaHBHUX
SI3BIKOB, IIPHUIIPABJIEHHLIX PasHBIMH IIPSIHOCTS-
MH, C KOTOPOro Havajcsa obef. 3a 3TUM IIepPBBIM
OJIIOIOM CcIefioBajJl OeCKOHEUYHBIM pAN PasHBIX
pPasHOCTeH: IBIILJIATAa B YKCyce, KabaHbe MsCO C
KalllTaHaMH, TeJITYbU COCUCKH, pbIba CyllleHas U
BsUIEHAs, IUYE C 30JI0YeHBIMH K/IF0BAMHU M HOTAa-



MH, MAIITeThl U3 JIaCTOYeK, apTUIIIOKOB, KaIllIy-
HOB U OBIYBUX SA3BIKOB, IIOTOM CIIap>Ka, ChIPHI, 3a-
caxapeHHBbIe OI'ypIIbl, KOMIIOT U3 CJIMB, HAKOHEI],
TOPTHl U IIMPOTU UTAJILIHCKHUE, CJIIOeHble, Ha
CIMBKaxX M Ha 6esloM BHHe. BOJIKOHCKHUH He
TOJILKO He MOT BCe 3TO CheCThb, HO Jake 3aII0M-
HUTBH I10 IIOPSAJKY.

[Tocsie KaXkzmoro OJrofa maku C KyBIIMHaMU
PO30BOM BOABI 00XOAUIN I'OCTEH U IIOfaBaId UM
MBITH PYKH.

I'pad cupmesnr Bce BpeMs MOJYAJIMBO U HEIIO-
IOBH)KHO, MaJIo eJl ¥ U3pefKa IIHJI UTO-TO 0COOeH-
HOe U3 CTO4BIIIEro IIpefi HUM 4YeJI0Be4YeCKOIo ye-
peria, 06/1eJITaHHOTO B cepebpo B BHUJIE KyOKa.

— A 3Haels JH, y’KacHasd ToCKa! — IeIrHyJI
BosikoHCKHUI YUepeM3HHY, Ha YTO TOT JIUIIL II0-
BeJI 6pOBAMH, KaK OyATO roBops: "Benb 4 IIpeny-
IIpe’XKJaJl, UYTO He CTOMJIO BCTAaBaTh TaK paHo".

Hukura ®eopoBUY fake He MOT IJIA/leTh Ha
BecTyXeBy — XBOCT CTOSIBIIIET0 Ha CTOJIe IIpef
HeIo ITaBJIMHA 3aCJI0HAI ee. M HaIpacHo BOJIKOH-
CKHH >K/1aJI, KOIZa, HaKOHell, I0MeT ouepeab 10
9TOIO IIaBJIMHA B psAy KYILIaHUU I'padCKOro CTO-
JIa.

ITOT 6eCKOHEeUHBIN psAf OJII0[, 9TH KYBIINHBI



PO30BOIT BOALI, OTCYTCTBUE OXKHUBJIEHUS U OTHO-
obpasHoe XypuaHue GOHTAaHUYUKOB CTaIH BAPYT
IPOU3BOIUTE Ha KHA31 HUKUTY caMoe yrHeTaro-
IIIee BIIeyaTJIEHHE.

"N K ueMy 9T0 Bce?" — qyMaJI OH.

B 9T0O BpeMs Ha CpeqUHY 3aJia BBIIIEI OeThIA
B ILIAII ¥ ¢ apdoro Ha IjIeye CTapUK C JIIMHHOI0
ceZj0r0 O0POMOM U CTapyeCKUM, TUXUM, HO COXpa-
HUBIIIUM CBOI MY3BIKaJIbHOCTh U II€BYYEeCTh IO-
JIOCOM CIIPOCHJI II0-HEMEIIKU:

— YTo 6yzeT yrogHo AamaM, rpady U ero BEI-
COKHM TI'OCTSIM, UTOOBI CIIeJI 17

UYepeM3uH, KOTOPOMY y’Ke HaJ0eyio CULEeThb
He MeHBbIIle, UeM BOJIKOHCKOMY, He IIpeIBUNAI OT
9TOTO ITeHUsI HUYero XOPOIIero, OT AYIIH I10Ke-
JiaJI CTApUKY OXPUIIHYTh.

— ITecH1o 06 AJT0H30! — TIOCJILIIIIAIOCEH Ha BO-
Ipoc IeBIia.

— Kosb110! — IIPOTOBOPUII 3KEHCKUH TOJIOC.

U cTapHK, IOYTUTEJHLHO CKJIOHUBIINCH B €0
CTOPOHY, 3aIIeJI IIECHIO O KOJIBIIE.

A 830UL1a HA 8bICOKYHO 20DY,

Jlec wymen gdasexke nod 2opoil.
30ecb mpu KHA351 KO MHe 8ble3xcant
H 00uH 6bL1 U3 HUX MOA0OOL.



OH C pyKU CHAL/ cepebpsiHblil nep-
CMeHy,

Ceoli cepebpsAHbLI NepcmeHb OH CHAN
H mHe omoan cepebpsiHblil nep-
CMeHb,

H, e2o0 omoasas, ckasan:

— Ecau cnpocam, omkyda 831.1a
mal,

Jmom nepcmetb 0mKyoa 63s.1a?
Omeeuail, mo 8 Jiecy, nod 20por,
Imom nepcmeHsb ce200HA HAWAQ.
— Hem, He 6ydy a sizamb, Ymo ce2o0-
OHA

Imom nepcmeHb HAWAA NO0 20poll,
A cKkadxcy, Umo cepedbpsiHbLM nepcm-
HeMm

Mol dceHux nogeHuacs o MHolL.

O6111yI0 HATIHYTOCTh U TOCKY JKHBO YyBCTBO-
Basia U ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, U JJI1 Hee OHU OBI-
JIN ellle HECHOCHee U HENpHUsITHee, IIOTOMY UTO
caMoM 110 cebe el OBLIO AajieKO He Beceso. OHa
II0YTH He IIPUTpParuBaiach K KyIlaHbsIM U CHJIE-
Jla, HU3KO OITyCTUB TOJIOBY HaJl CTOJIOM, BHHUMa-
TeJbHO IJIASI Ha CBOK PYKY, KOTOPOIO CJjerka
IIOTJIa’KUBaJIa CKaTePTh.

— AX, KaK XOpOIII0, 0UYeHb XOPOIII0! — CKa3aJl
CUJIeBIIIMH PSIIOM C Hero o6eppaT, KOraa KOHYU-



JIOCh TIeHHe. — A MOs jaMa He JIIOOUT IIeHUs? —
ob6paTuiIcs OH K BecTy>keBOH.

OHa mopiHsIa Ha Hero rjasa. O6eppar, oye-
BUJIHO, HeJJapOM HAIIOJIHSI YacTO CBOM KyOOK BO
Bpems o6efa. Ero HOC U IeKHU ObIM KpacHBI, U
IJ1a3a IOJIePHYJIUCEH BJIArOM.

"[IpOTUBHO CMOTpPETH", — IIOAyMaJjia IIpO Hero
Arpadena IleTpoBHa U, HUUeTro He OTBETUB 006ep-
paTy, cHOBa oIIycTHsa rosoBy. "Tocrmogu, Korga
Ke OyZleT 9TOMY KOHeI[?" — MBICJIEHHO IIOBTOPS-
JIa OHa.

Crapuk elle 4TO-TO IIes, HO becTy)xeBa ero
yoKe He CJIylllasia, BCellesIo OXBayeHHast CBOUMU
TPYCTHBIMH, TSOKEJIBIMU MBICTIAMH.

OT 3THUX MBICJIel ee KakK OBl pasdyauaIu BIPyT
pesKre 3BYKM POroBOM MY3BIKU, JOJDKHO OBITh,
paspaBIIKecd Iocae IMeHus cTapuka. OHa OIJIfg-
Iles1ach W yBHZeJIa, YTO H3-3a CTOJIa BCTAaBaJIH, C
LIIyMOM OTOJBUTrasl TsKeJIble CTYJIb.

CeIpo¥i BO34yX 3aJjia JAaBHO OTsDKeJIesI OT 3alla-
Xa BWHA, KYIIaHUM, PO30BOM BOALI U IIPUTOP-
HO0-apOMAaTHOIO 4YaJa YeThIpeX BBICOKUX KYPHUJIb-
HUII, IBIMUBIIIKUX BCe BpeMsd B yIJjaX. MCcToOMIIEH-
Has JOJITUM CHUJIeHUeM U CKyKol ArpadeHa Ilet-
POBHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO IIPOCTO HeUeM [JBIIIATh,



4TO OHA He MOJKeT [OJIbIIle OCTaBaTbCSA 3MecCh.
OHa, OJiemHas, efBa [gobpajiach [0 [Beped W,
BBINA U3 3aJIa, II0I1ajIa B KaKyH-TO MHOIOYIOJIb-
HYI0, C HU3KUM II0TOJIKOM, KOMHATY, 3aCTaBJIeH-
HY0 IIKapaMU C KHUTaMU.

"BubsinoTreka", — moraganach Arpadena Iler-
POBHA U IIOIILJIA JaJIbllle, IIOTOMY YTO 3/1eCh HU3-
KU IIOTOJIOK JAaBIII ee.

OHa yBHeIa B CTeHe MaJIeHBKYIO IBephb, 3a
KOTOPOIO ceryac HauMHaJIacCh y3Kas JIeCeHKa Ha-
Bepx, U CTaja IIoApIMaThbcad 10 Hel. Kyza oHa
II1a — el OBbLIO pelIuTeJbHO BCe PaBHO, HO el
XO0TeJIOCh KyJa-HUOY[b, JIMIIL OBl B3J0XHYTH
CBOOOHO, OfHOM. JleCTHUI]a OCBelljajlach Ma-
JIEHbKUMH OKHaMHU U BeJla, 0YeBHU/HO, HaBepx
OIHOM M3 OallleH 3aMKa.

becTy>xeBa HECKOJIBKO pa3 OCTaHAaBJIHMBAJIACK,
TSDKeJIO JBIIIa M IPUKJIAAbIBasg PYKY K CHJIBHO
OuBIIeMyCs CepAlly, KaK Obl yKeslasg OCTAHOBUTH
ero, U I0TOM OIIATH IIa KBepXy, 00sACH IIO-
CKOJIb3HYTHCS Ha KAMEHHBIX, CTapbIX CTYIIEHAX.

HaxkoHell, oHa BBIIIIA HA CBEKHM BO3[YX, Ha
BEepIIVHY BBICOKOM OalllHU, OKPY>KEHHYI0 TOJI-
CTBHIMHU, HEYKJIIOKUMU 3y6I1aMU, KOTOphIe CHU3Y
KasaJuCh YAUBUTEJIBHO JIETKUMU U MaJIeHbKU-



mu. [logHABIINCEH, OHA C HaCJAaKLeHUeM IIOPHI-
BHUCTO B3[IOXHYJIa M OIIyCTHJIACh B IIpOTaJIMHE
MeX IBYX 3yOII0B, Ha Ipy0ObIil KaMeHb, TEILIO CO-
TpeThIM COJIHEUHBIMU JydaMU. OHa 4YyBCTBOBa-
Jia, UTO Tr0JIOBA Y Hee KPY>KUTCS, U 60s71aCh HEKO-
TOpoe BpeMsl CMOTpPeTb BHU3, YTOOBI He YIIacCTbh,
HO II0TOM IIpOBeJIa pyKaMH II0 JIUIY U, IIPUXOISA
B Cebs1, HEBOJILHO CTaJia JII000BaThHCA HEeIIPUBHIU-
HOI0 KapTHUHOM OTKPBIBILIETOCA IIpel Hel0 BUIA.

BHM3y, y caMBIX CTeH 3aMKa, CJIerKa II0KauH-
BaJICd CBOMMHU BepPXYIIIKaMH JIeC, TOYHO /IBUTaB-
masicsl 6opoaBuartasi, IOKphITas IIeTUHOM, CIIU-
Ha HeBEeJOMOIO 3Beps; 3a JIECOM PacCTHJIAIOCHh
II0JIe C CepeOpSHOI0 JIEHTOK pPeKH, a TaM, Jajle-
KO, CIUIOIIIHOIO IIeCTPOX0 IIOJIOCKOM BHHesIach
B TymMaHe MuraBa. MoCT 3aMKa ObLII IIOJHAT, U
IJIyOOKHUI YepHBIM POB IIPaBUJIBHBIM KOJIBIIOM
OIIOSICBIBAJI CO BCEX CTOPOH 3aMOK.

"Beixoza HeT!" — moayMasia ArpadeHa Ilet-
pOBHa.

ITOT KpelIKUM KaMeHHBIU HellobeIMBbIH, 3a-
IIOJIOHUBIIIUM ee Ha CerojHs, 3aMOK C YIUBU-
TeJIbHOM SICHOCTBIO HAIIOMHMJI €M ee II0JIOYKe-
Hue. OHa KpyroOM U BIIOJIHe 3aBHCeJa OT OTIIa.
Otery 66T pas3apakeH 0eCIIOKOMCTBOM O CBOUX



CJIy>KeOHBIX [leslaX; OH MOT ellfe O0JIbIIIe paccep-
IUTHCS, U BOT OHAa HUYEro He B CHJIaX C/eJIaTh,
OHa CBJ3aHA II0 PyKaM U HoraM. UTo K OHa Ta-
Koe?... beqHas, HUUero caMa 1o cebe He 3HaUa-
Iasi [o4Yb Ba>XKHOU [0 IIOPHL 0 BpeMeHU IIepCo-
HbI B MuTaBe. Ho cama 110 cebe 0Ha — I10Ka HU-
YTO, PelIUuTeJSTbHO HUYTO!..

A MesxIy TeM 3Ta BBICOTa, Ha KOTOPOH CcHpesia
Terepb ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, U OTKpPHIBIIASCA
open Helo, TOYHO IOABJIACTHAs el IIUpPb, TOBO-
PWIN el, UTO [Iyllle ee POACTBEHHA U OJIK3Ka
IIpesiecTb HE3aBUCUMOCTH, BJIACTHU U 3HAYEHUS
W 4YTO, pas OHa MOJKeT IIOHUMAaTh 3TO, 3HAYMUT,
IOJDKHA JOCTUYb.

"Ho Bempb BEIXOZA HET, — IIOBTOpHJIA OHA Ce-
0e. — A OH JOJDKEH OBITH".

"Omeeuaii, Wmo 8 siecy nod 20por
Imom nepcmeHb Ce200HA HA-
waa!" —

BCIIOMHWJIA BApPYr ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa W,
IIPUCIYIINUBAsCh, HAKJIOHUIA TOJIOBY.

IIo secTHHUIle ITOJHUMAIKCH I1aru. KTo-TO
II1eJI K Hel.

"Jla, cepeOpsIHBIN IEepCTeHb, — IIPOAOJIKAJIA



OHa fAymaTh. — Ho KTO >Ke 3TO 6yzeT?"

[ITaru 6B1TH COBCeM yrKe 6JIM3KO. Elrfe ceKyH-
la— ¥ Ha IUIOLIaAKYy OalllHU BoIlles BOJIKOH-
ckuii. OH ceryac ke 3aMeTHUJI BHU3Y UCUYe3HOBe-
HUe ArpadeHSbl [IeTpOBHBEI ¥ HEBOJIBHO CTaJl MC-
KaThb ee.

— Hacuiy-to!.. — mmporoBopui Hukuta ®efno-
poOBUY, C TPYAOM IIepeBOAd AyX OT XOABLOBI IIO
JIeCTHHIIE.

becTtyskeBa He IJIgesIa Ha Hero.

Kak HU CcTpaHHO 3TO 6BLIO, HO €M Ka3aJoCh
Tellepb, UTO MMEHHO KHa3b Hukura no/poKeH
OBbLI IIPUUTH B 3Ty MHUHYTY U UTO OH JOJDKEH
ObLI UCKaTh UMEHHO ee.

—Tocriogy, s U3MY4YMJICd, UCTOMMWIICI 6e3
BacC, — 3aroBopuJI BOJIKOHCKUM, caM YIUBJIAICH
CBOMM CJIOBaM M HX CMEJIOCTH, — TaKasg TOCKa
TyT... /la 1 Be3ze 6e3 Bac TOCKa, — BAPYI CKasasl
OH.

— BBl 3HaeTe cTapyro CKasKy O CISAIeN IIPUH-
necce? — crupocuwia ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa:-
IToMHHTE, KaK OHAa IIPOCHYJIACh B 3aMKe, KOTO-
PBIH CTO JIET CIlaJl BMeCTe C Her? 3HaeTe, MBI
TOYHO II0IIaJIN Ha 3TO IIPoOyKAeHue. ITOT 3aMOK
CJIOBHO IIPOCHYJICS Ceryac, 3aCHYB HECKOJIbKO



IeCATKOB JIeT TOMY Hasald, — [0 TOr0 3/1eCh BCe
II0-CTAPMHHOMY... TOJIBKO IIPHMHIIECCHI HET, IIO-
KaJIyi...

Hukura ®eqopoBHUY CMOTpeJs Ha Hee CYaCT-
JIUBBIMU, 6JI€CTAIIIMMY IJIa3aMU.

— A BBI? Brl... Arpadena IleTpoBHa?... ['ocIio-
mu! I ¢ yMa coiily! — IIOBTOPWJI OH C yTpa IIpe-
CJIelOBaBIIIHeE ero CJI0BA.

U oH, 1 oHa 3HaIH, YTO ceiyac, CHH0 MHUHYVTY,
IOJDKHO BBIICHUTBCA TO, 3a4eM UX CBeJsla CyAbba
CIy4alHO, KaK CHavasa Kas3aJoCh, U BBISICHUTD-
CA 3TO IOJDKHO Tellepb MJIU HUKOITA.

Kua3p Hukura chesiajl HECKOJBKO IIaroB K
ZieByIlIKe U II0J0IlIesl COBCeM OJIM3KO. 3aueM OH
c/eJsiaj 9TO — OH He IIOMHHJI ¥ He IIOHUMaAJI, II10-
TOMY UTO HHUYEero He MOT Telleph IIOMHUTE U IIO-
HuMaTh. OHa TakKe 6ecCO3HaTeJIbHO JIBUHYJIACH
K HEMY U, II0YyBCTBOBAaB ero 6JIM30CTh, JII000Bb,
CMYyIlleHHe U PajoCTh, BAPYT IIPpOCBeTJIesa BCd, U
ey CTajIo ACHO, UTO OHAa JIIDOUT 3TOr0 YesI0BeKa,
BEepUT eMy U 4YTO C HUM IIPUXOSUT K HEU HOBas
JKU3Hb, CBOOOJHAs U IIpekpacHas. OHa HUYero
He MoOIJIa CKa3aTh eMy, HO PYKH ee IIOLHSINCH
IIOC/IYIITHO U JOBEPUYMBO U OeCCHUILHO yIlajlu Ha
IJIeYU KHA3.



— Mosa!.. moa! — mporenTtaa Hukura Pepo-
POBUY, IIPMKUMAs €e K CBOEH I'PYAH.

B 3TO Bpemsd Ha JIECTHHIIE OIIATEH pPasgaJIlch
4bU-TO I1arv, U ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa IIyIJIUBO
OTCTpaHHJIACh.

Ha 6aIllHI0 BOIIUIM HECKOJIBKO IOCTeH, I10XKe-
JIaBIIIMX OCMOTpPeTH 3aMOK. BOJIKOHCKHU U bec-
Ty>KeBa CTOSUIM BJIa/IH APYTr OT Apyra XM BHHMaA-
TeJIbHO, KaK KasaJIoCh, PasIyIAAbIBaIN MHUTaBY,
CIIOpd O TOM, KaKas 9TO IIepKOBb BH/IHA CIIpaBa.
OfuH U3 IpPUIIeIINX IIoCTapaci OOBSICHUTH
MM U CaM 3aCIIOPHIL.

IX
CUYACT/IUBbIN OEHb

HaCTyrII/IJI aBI'yCT MecdlIl, a I0JI0KeHHe becTy-
’KeBa B MUTaBe HUCKOJIBKO He BBIICHUJIOCH.

l'eprioruHg >Kujia B Bupljay ¥ He BHeJIach C
HuM. M3 IleTepbypra He OBIIO HUKaKHUX H3Be-
CTHH.

[TeTp MUXalI0BUY CHJlesI Y CeOs1 B KaOMHETe,
B yTpeHHeM liladppoKe. BblI BOCBMOM 4ac yTpa.
OH TOJIBKO 4YTO BCTaJ. IIOMeCTHBIIHUCH II0YHO00-
Hee B Kpecje y IHCBMEHHOIO CToJIa, becTykeB



3alyMYMBO CMOTpeJ Ha CTPOKHU IIMChbMa, IIPUBe-
3eHHOI'0 OKa3WeH ellle BUepa BeyepoM U JaBHO
yoKe IIpOYUTaHHOTo. ITrcbMo 65110 U3 ['aHHOBe-
pa, OT chIlHA AJieKces, KOTOPBIM, IIOJIYYUB OT
CecTphl U3BECTHE O 3aMeUYeHHOH €10 B OTIIe IIepe-
MeHe, cefiyac ’Ke CeJl COUMHATH K HeMY JJIMHHOE,
Ha HeMeIIKOM sI3bIKe II0CJIaHWe, CTPOro IIpUJiep-
JKUBasCh U3yUYEHHBIX B OEPJIMHCKOM aKaJeMUU
CTUJIMCTUYECKUX IIpaBWI. 3aMbICJIOBaThIe, BBHI-
4JypHbIe Qpasbl IMKUCbMa COCTABJIS/IN LieJIbIN Qu-
JIOCOQCKUM TpakTaT O TOM, YTO >KeHIIMHA MO-
JKeT BBIOMpATh cebe My»Ka IIO0 CepALy. AleKcel
[IeTpOoBUY HU CJIOBOM He 0OMOJIBHJICS, UYTO peYb
uzet 06 ArpadeHe IleTpoBHE U 006 OTHOIIIEHUIX
K Hel oTna. Ho TOT ceiyac »ke IOHSJI, B UeM Jie-
JIO.

Fopsgumii, KakK Kas3ajJoChb, BeJUKOJIEITHbINA
CTWIb IIMCbMa HpaBWICA eMy. OH C TOp/esH-
BO-CAMOJIOBOJIbHOM OTe4YeCKOM YJBIOKOM IIepe-
YUTHIBAJI IIMCHbMO U HECKOJIbKO pa3 IIoAyMaJl O
TOM, UTO CHIHY eT0 IIPe/ICTOST, BEPOSITHO, B OYY-
11eM 60JIbIIIHe YCIIeXH.

[TruceMO ocBeXXUJIO BecTy»KeBa, [ajlo eMy HO-
BYI0 HUTb MBICJIE U OKOHYATeJIbHO II060pPO0JIO
IIPOCHYBIIleeCsd CTapOMOCKOBCKOE YyBCTBO OTe-



4yeCcKOM BiacTH. Ilerp MHUXaMIOBUY CO3HAaJICA
caM IIpef; co6010, UTO I'OTOB OBLI IIOBEPHYTH Ha-
3aJ) C TOr0 IIyTH, II0 KOTOPOMY IIleJI [0 CHUX II0p
HEeYKJIOHHO.

HauaB fymaTh B 9TOM HallpaBJIeHUH, OH BCe
boJsiee U OoJlee yOerKmajsics B CBOEM HEIIPABOTE,
HaKOHel], BAPYT IIOCIEIIHO BCTaJ C Kpecja U C
IOOPOAYIITHOK YCMEITKOM HallpaBUJICS Ha II0JIO-
BHHY JI0OUYEPH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa paccessHHO CJyllasa
HeyMOJIYHYH O0JITOBHIO Po03bl, Korjga B [Bepb
paszajics JIeTKUH CTYK.

— BotiguTte! — oTBeTH 1A OHA.

/lBepb OTBOPHJIACh, U Ha IIOpPOTe II0Ka3aJICd
BecTy»XeB, Kak OH 6bUI B IIZIappoOKe, KOJIIIaKe U
Ty QJIax.

— Ach, Gott {Ax, Boxke! (Heam.)}! — BOCKJIHK-
HyJ1a Po3sa, IpUTBOPSASACH CKOHQY>KEHHOIO.

[Tlerp MuxaijoBUY, He 3aMeTUB F'OPHUYHOW,
IIpsIMO TIOJOIIes] K J04Yepd U IIOIeIoBajl ee B
JI06.

Ta cpenana 3sHak Pose, 4TO OHa MOJKET BBIH-
TH, U YAUBJIEHHO B3IJIIHYyJIA Ha OTIA, Ha IIHCh-
MO, KOTOpPOe OH BCe ellle JiepKaJl B pyKax, U IIO-
CcTapajach pasrajfaThb, II0YeMy SBHJIacbh B HeM



CHOBA IIPe)XHASI JIaCKOBOCTH, MCUE3HYBIIAs CO
IHA UCTOPHH C >KeJITOI0 TOCTHHOM.

"BepHo, u3 IleTepbypra xopollimie BeCcTH", —
IorajaJjiach OHa.

— S ITOJIy4YUJI IIMCBEMO OT AJIeKces, — 3aroBO-
pwa Iletp MuxaaoBud. — CjIaBHO OH ITHIIET...

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BAPYT T'yCTO IIOKpacHe-
Jia. OHa TOoKe BUepa II0JIy4usa OT 6paTa IIUCbMO
B OTBeT Ha CBOe U 3HaJja Tellepb, 0 YeM OH MOT
IUCcaTh OTILY.

[Tlerp MUXaWI0BUY JIACKOBO CMOTpPEJI IIPSAMO
B IJIa3a Jo4yepy, TOYHO cTapaJicd 3aIlyIIHyTh B Ca-
MYVIO ee IVIIy.

— TBI BOT 4TO, — HayaJl OH, — 51 ObLJI BOT TYT
BCe paccTpoeH, O6eCcIIOKOMJICI U TOBOPUJI Te-
be...— bectyxeB 3amsuicsi. — Tak 39TO THI 3a-
6yab, — 106aBUJI OH BAPYT.

— O yeM 3a0bBITh, OATIOIIKA?

— Hy, TaMm... 1 Tebsd, CJIOBOM, HEBOJIUTH He
cTaHy... Eciin 3axodelb 3aMyXX... TaK BbIOEpH
’KeHrXa — 4 6J1aTr0CJIOBJIIO. ..

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, WyBCTBYS, YTO Kpacka
He c6erkasia ellle C ee JIMIlA, OIYCTHJIAa TOJIOBY,
HaIllpacHO CTapasich OBJIaZeTh C06010. OHa ITOHU-
Majia, 4To OTel] caM He BBIJiepsKaJl LOJIr0i CBOel



CTPOTrOCTH K HeM ¥ 4YTO IIUCBMO Ajiekces IleTpo-
BHYa OBLIO CKOpee IIpefjoroM, YeM BHe3aIlHOH
IIPUYUHOM TOIO, YTO 3Ta CTPOrOCTH OBLIA 3aMe-
HeHa IIPe’KHe MUJIOCTBIO.

— 4 elfe He co6HMparOCh 3aMy’K... MHe B Y Bac
XOPOIII0, — CKasaJjla OHa.

— He Bpul!.. 3auem BpatTh?... THl AyMaellb, 9
He BIDKY... KH31 HUKUTY-TO... He BUXKy? a?

Arpadena IleTpoBHa He MOIJIa Ciep>KaThb CBO-
€r0 BOJIHEHHUS.

— AX, 6aTroIlIKa, He HafJ[0, He HaJ0 00 aToM! —
3aroBopHJIa OHa, He UMes CUJIbI II060POTH cebs.

Kakue-TO IJIynble, HeHY>KHBIe, HO CYaCTJIH-
BEI€ CJIe3bl IIOZICTYIIaIH e K TOpJIy.

— /Jla Beb UTO K... KOIIa-HUOYIb HY>KHO OV-
IeT BCe paBHO — 3ayeM TAHYTH IIOHAIIpPacHy?...
Benw 0H J1I0OUT Te6s1, — HY, U XpUCTOC C BaMHU!..

Arpadene IleTpoBHe, HeCMOTpA Ha Bce ee
CMyIlleHHe, 3aX0TeJIOCh BAPYTL, UTOOBI OTell Cel-
4ac sKe IIOATBEPAU, YTO BOJIKOHCKUI JIIOOUT ee,
4TOOBI OH IIpe/ICTaBUJI €M loKa3aTeJIbCTBa 3TOrO,
4TOOBI OH YCIIOKOMJI ee, KaK OYATO OHa U B Ca-
MOM JieJIe He 3HaJIa M COMHeBaJsIach, YTo Hukura
denopoBUY JIIOOUT ee GoJibllle KU3HU. OHA IIO-
Tpeb6oBasia 3TOro OT OTIla He CJI0BaMH, He BOIIPO-



COM, HO TOJIbKO B3IJISIJOM CBOUX BJIa>KHBIX OJIe-
cTamux raas. v IMetp MuxaisioBUu IIOHSAI 3TOT
B3IJISAL,

— Hy, ma... caM MoJIof OBLI... U caM OBLI Ta-
KOM, KaK TBOM BOJIKOHCKHI, — IIPOIIEIITal OH,
cTapasCh He3aMeTHO IIPOBECTH PYKOI0 II0 IJIa-
3aM.

— baTromika, uro ¢ Bamu? Ciessl y Bac?... —
3aroBopuia ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, 06HMMAs O0TLA
U IIpgYa y Hero Ha I'pyAH CBOe JIHIT0. — IIo/THOTE,
baTromkal..

OHa IpUBBIKJIA BUAETH €r0 BCeIfla POBHEBIM,
CIIOKOMHEIM, CKOpee CYpPOBEBIM, AyMaJjia, YTO U3Y-
Jajia XapakTep ero M 3HaJa, Kak obpalatbcsa U
TOBOPUTH C HUM, HO HHUKOIJA He 0’KHJajia, YTo-
OBl y HEro, y ee CTapyKa 0TI, II0Ka3aJIUCh CJIe3bI
Ha IJIa3aX U 4TO OH T_a_K JIIOOWI ee.

ITog60pomoK ee CUJIBHO [pOXKaJ, IbIXaHUe
C/IeJIajIoCh yalle, ¥ OHa, KPeIrko IIPHyKaBIIUCh K
OTLly, 3aIljlaKaJjla, KaK pebeHOK, COIPeThI HaKo-
HeIl TaKOIO JIaCKOI0, II0 KOTOPOX TaBHO TOCKOBaA-
JIa Lylia ero.

VcrokouB foub, ¥ caM Iletp MuxaiyioBU4
BBIIIIEJI OT Hee YCIIOKOEHHBIN U BeceJIbli. KaMep-
IHHep JaBHO y>Ke 0KUZAJ ero C IIaTheM, YIUB-



JIZACh, II0UeMy HBIHYe TakK [0JIT0 6apUH He UMIEeT
0/1eBaThC.

— Yro, 3a)K1aJICA? — CIIPOCHJI eT0 becTy KeB:-
Hy, naBaii cKkope, 1 6e3 TOro Mo3gHo!

[lerp MuxXaljI0BUY OILIyIllasl Tellepb B ce6e
0COOEHHYIO JIETKOCTh, TOYHO ropa CBaJIWIach y
Hero C IIeY, ¥ MBICJIEHHO I104YeMy-TO HeCKOJIbKO
pas moBTopuiI cebe: "Hy, Teleph, KakeTcs, BCe
OymeT Xopoiio". BeCHpUYMHHO OH YyBCTBOBAJ,
YTO COBCEM YCIIOKOHJICS, H, K CBOEMY YIHBJIE-
HUI0, BCKOpe YBHEJI, YTO 3TO YYBCTBO SIBUJIOCH Y
Hero HeJlapoM.

W3 samka Ipuexas YepeM3HH C H3BECTHEM,
YTO TepliOTHUHSI BepHyJachk B MUTaBy U CerofHd
Ke cama HasecTuT [lerpa MuxamnjaoBu4ya. ITO
OBLI HeOXXUJAaHHBIW [yig BecTy)keBa W CcaMblid
OJIECTAIITHM MCXOI BCeX €ro OeCIIOKOMCTB U
HeIIPUATHOCTEMN.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA [IeMCTBUTEJILHO IIpHexalia,
Kak ckasaJj YepeMsuH. becTy>keB BCTPETHUII ee Y
KpbLIbIia. OHA BBIILIA U3 KapeThl, MOJIYa HaIIpa-
BHJIACH IIO JIECTHHIIE M TaK)Ke MOJIYa IIpoIlia
BILIOTH JI0 caMoro KabuHeTta Iletpa MuxaniioBu-
4a.

becTy)XeB IIOYTHTEJIBLHO CJIeJ0BaJl 3a Helo,



CTapasiCb HU4YeM He I10Ka3aTh CBOET0 TOP>KeCTBa,
KOTOpOe TeM He MeHee TaK U CBETHJIOCH B €ro
rjasax.

FeprjoruHg Kasajlach HeCKOJIbKO 6JIe/THO}IO,
IIpUTHYJIa TOJI0BY ¥ CMOTpeJia B I10JI. Boliis B Ka-
OMHeT, OHa OIyCTHUJIACh B KPECJIO, TSYKEJIO IbIIIIa.

bectyxeB HOCTOSI IIpej HEX U, BUIL, UTO
OHa, T0JDKHO OBITH, )KIEeT, KOrJga OH CSIAeT, YTOOBI
HA4yaTh pasroBOp, TOXKe CeJl U BCEM CYIIeCTBOM
CBOHMM II10CTapaJsicad BBIPA3UTH, UYTO TOTOB BHUMaA-
TeJILHO CJIYIIaTh TO, 0 YeM eMy OyAyT TOBOPHUTh.

lepriornHg BCce MoJI4Yajia, IIOIIPABIAACHL B
KpecJye 4, OYeBHUIHO, He 3Has, C Yero Havarth. IIo-
JIOKeHUe Kas3aJoCh HeJOBKUM, HO [leTp Muxau-
JIOBUY TepIIeJIMBO JK[IaJ, He ’Kejasd IIOMOYb AH-
He MoaHHOBHE.

— Ilerp Muxaij0BUY, — 3arOBOPHJIA OHA Ha-
KOHeIl, — Thl MeH$ 3Haelllb... 1 Bcerja Oblaa pac-
I10JI0’KeHa K Tebe...

becTy’keB HaKJIOHHUJICS.

— Hy, Tax BoT, [leTp MuxaiyioBU4, KakK ThI
IyMaelllb, CJIaJKa MOs )KU3Hb 3/1eCh UJIU HeT?

— Bairia cBeTJIOCTb... — HavaJ ObLI0 OH.

— HeT, TBI IIpAMO OTBeTH — CJaagKa MOs
SKHU3HBL? MOJIYHIIEL — HY, KOHEUHO, CKa3aTh TYT



Heyero... 5l cepguiiack Ha Tebs; TaK BOT, BUIUIIID
JIY, THI He CepAHCh Ha MeH4 3a 3TO...

OHa roBopuJsa OTPBIBUCTO, C TPYAOM IIOZ0OU-
pas ci1oBa M IIOBTOPSA UX, XOTS 3apaHee 06/1yMa-
Jla BCe, YTO CKa)KeT U KaK MMEHHO CKaKeT, HO
Telleph Ilepe3abblia BCe IIPUAYMaHHOE U He 3Ha-
JIa, KaK eH OLITh.

— KoHeuHoO, 51 Telepb BUXKY, UTO Thl — YeJIO-
BeK XOPOIIINY, — CHOBA 3ar0BOpPHJIa OHA, — U pa-
3YMHBIH, ¥ BCe Takoe... U 3JIa MHe He II0XKeJIa-
elllb, — IIPOMOJIBWJIA OHAa, U XOTd 3TO OBLIO
OIIATH BOBCe He TO, HO OHa IIpofospKaia; — 51 HU-
Korja Tebe TypHOro He jKesasa... Hy, TaM 6bLia,
4TO JIH, Pa3MOJIBKA, HO 3TO — J[eJIO IIPOIILJIOe...

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 0CTaHOBMJIACh. OHa pelu-
TeJILHO He 3HaJla, UTO el ellje CKa3aTh.

— Jla B ueM [eJio, Ballla CBETJIOCTH? UTO Ta-
Koe? — CIIPOCHJI HaKOHelIl becTy KeB.

— B ueM pnes1o0?... 3%, 1a 4TO TYT! YK €eciu ro-
BOPUTH, TaK F'OBOPUTE... 13 IleTepbypra s moJy-
Yujia yKas.

Vesrxkad U3 JoMa OHa ObliIa TBEPZAO YBepeHa,
UTO HU 3a UTO He IIPOrOBOPUTCSA 006 3TOM yKase,
HO TYT BJPYT, K KpallHEMy CBOeMY YAUBJIEHUIO,
HUMEeHHO C Hero-TO ¥ HavaJia.



"BepHO, TaK y>K TOMY U OBITH JOJDKHO", — pe-
IITHJIa OHA.

— Ox, 6efja Mos, He YMeI0 s TOHKHe Jiesla Be-
ctu!l.. ToI, IleTp MUXaljIoBUY, IIeHHU MOK OTKpO-
BEHHOCTb...

— Kakotii xe 9T0 yKa3? — OIIITh CIIPOCUI bec-
TY’>KeB.

— Hy, ga BOT 0H, BO3bMH, YTO XK, 51 YK CKPEI-
BaThbCd He Oyay!.. — ¥ AHHa MoaHHOBHaA, >Kejlas
1o6eAuTH ropMapllaja CBOEI J0BEPUHUBOCTHIO,
IIPOTSHYyJIa eMy byMary.

becTy)KeB IMOUTHUTE/JILHO IIPUHSIIL €e U He CIIe-
1118 cTaJsI IIPOCMaTpPUBAaTE.

YKa3 OBbLI iaH, II0 IIOPYYEHHUIO I[aps, OT TOCY-
JapblHU EKaTepHHBI Ha HMA Iapuibl IIpacko-
BBY, MaTepd AHHEI MOAaHHOBHEI, U IJIaCHII:

"IleTp becTy>KeB oTIIpaB/eH B Kyp/gHAUIO He
IJIsL TOTO TOKMO, YTOO eMy HaXOJUThCS IIPH BO-
pe IepIjOTHHH, HO JJI9 APYIHX MHOTHMX €ro Iap-
CKOTI'0 BeJIM4YeCTBa HYKHEHIIHX JeJI, KOTOPBIE IOo-
paszo Toro Hy>KHee, H eKeJId ero u3 KypigaHauu
OTJIyYMUTH [IJI1 OJHOIO TOJIBLKO Balllero Jesa, TO
ApyTrHe BCe Jiejia CTaHYyT, K TO er0 BeJIMYeCTBY 3€-
JIo 6y[ieT IIPOTUBHO..."

"Hy, 1 TOBOPHJI, YTO CErofHs Bce OyAeT XOopo-



110 — TaK OHO U eCTb, — IIoAyMaJl becTyxeB. —
A BCe OTTOrO, UTO C JOYEPBIO IIOCTYIIHUJI CerogHA
KakK cJjeoBajo’.

IloxBasa u moBepue, BHIpaKeHHBIE B yKase,
OBLIH, pasyMeeTcs, eMy IIPUATHee BCEr0 OCTaJIb-
HOTO.

— Tak Bupumb Ju, IleTp MuxauaoBud, —
IIpoJoJDKaia TeplioTUHs, — 1 BOT U paccy’kKIaro,
YTO ThHI — YeJIOBEK XOPOIIUM, U IoCyLaplo 34ech
HY>KHBIA — 3HA4UT, MBI C TOO0OI0 OyAeM JIydlle
KUTH B Mupe... UTo X ccopUThed?... S ccop Tep-
IIeThb He MOIY...

W nmouro eme AHHa MoaHHOBHA rosopuiia be-
CTYy>KeBY O CBO€U BCerfalllHeld IIPUA3HU K HEMY
U OTKPOBEHHOCTH, HO OH [IeJIajl TOJILKO BUJ, UTO
CIyIlIaeT ee BHUMATEJBbHO, a Ha CaMOM [iejle MU-
JIOCTUBBIE CJIOBA yKa3a He BBIXOLUWJIU Y HEro us
TOJIOBBL ¥ MeIllajIu eMmy IIOHUMATh U CIyIIaTh.

YepeMmsuH, Ipeaymapeaus IleTpa MUxaijoBU-
4a, 110 IIOPYYEHUI0 I'epIIOTUHU, 00 ee IIOCellle-
HUU, He celyac yexaJ U3 mgoMa becryxeBa, HO
CITyCTUJICA BHU3, B €T0 KaHIeJIPHUIO, Ile TaBHO
OBbLT CBOUM 4esi0BeKOM. OH HampaBHJICS IIPSIMO,
6e3 MoKJyIaza, B KOMHATy K CaMOMYy CeKpeTapio,
OJlHAaKO TOT BCTPETUJI er0 He 0COOEHHO [pyrKe-



Jr00HO. CeKpeTaph He JI0OUI YepeM3HUHa 3a ero
IIOCTOSSHHBIE IIYTKH, OCKOPOJIABIIKE JOCTOWH-
CTBO YHHOBHOI'O 3BaHUS.

— Uto, nmaH Ille6prina-PRIGUUIIKUN, BCe IIU-
mieTe? Bel OBI IIOTYJIATH CXOMIIM, II0Ka TEILIO Ha
IBOpe, — 3aroBOpUJI YepeM3HUH, cajsiach 6e3 cTec-
HeHUd.

CexkpeTaphb [eMCTBUTEIHLHO HOCUI (paMUIINI0
«IITe6pbIIa-PEIOUUIIKHI» U OBLI IOJIBCKOTO IIPO-
UCXOXK/IeHUs; HO 3TO IIPOUCXOXKIeHHe ObLIO TaK
OT/IaJIEHHO, YTO OH CYHUTAaJI Ce6s1 pyCCKUM U MOP-
LIWJICS, KOTJ|a eT0 Ha3bIBaJIU «IIaHOM». Kpome To-
ro, YepeM3HH BCer/ia ¢ TaKUM TPYZ0M BbITOBapU-
BaJI ero GpaMWJIMIO, YTO 3TO TOXKe OBLIO OYeHb
HEeIIpUATHO.

— HcTUHHO BceM OBI CepAlleM paj IOTYJIATh,
Jla HaTypajJbHasg HEeBO3MO>XHOCTb He II03BOJIS-
eT, — OTBETHJI CeKpeTaph, CTapasiChb TOBOPUTH
KaK MO’KHO Ba’KHee W, OTKUHYBIIIUCH Ha CIIMHKY
Kpecsa, CKJIOHWJI HabOK CBoe OpuTOe, IIyXJIOe
JIAIIO.

UepeMsuH, IIPUIIYPSICh, CMOTPEJI Ha Hero.

— UTo Xe, BCe Jiesia 3a7jep>KUBar0T?

— Jlesia BCeKOHe4YHO... C yeM K HaM HU3BOJIMINA
I10’KaJIOBaTh U3 3aMKa? — CIIPOCHJI CO B3[0XOM



ceKpeTapb, BUAMMO, KeJjlasd II0CTaBUTh PasroBOpP
Ha Cepbe3HYI0 II0YBY.

— C usBecTueM.

PBIOUUITKUM IOAHSI OPOBU U 3aMep, He JT0He-
Cs 0 HOCa LIeIIOTKU TabakKa, KOTOPYX TOJIbKO
YTO B35JI, TOIIBIPSA I1aJIbITEI, K3 CBOEH 30JI0TOH Ta-
O6aKepKH.

UepeM3HH IIOCIEITHO AOCTal U3 KapMaHa To-
’Ke TabaKepKy U, pacTOIIBIPUB IaJbIlbl, B CBOIO
ouepenb 3aCThLI B TOUHO TAKOM JKe, KaK CeEKpe-
Tapsb, I03e.

PBIOUUIIKUI HEeJOBOJILHO JePHYJI PYKOI0, BTH-
HYJI HOCOM TabaK U YUXHYIL.

— ByznbTe 310poBEI! — cKasas YepeMs3uH.

— BilaroylapcTBeH, — pe3Ko OTBETHJI CeKpe-
Tapb: Ka3aJIoCh, OH 0OH/eJICs.

Ho YepeM3uH, Kak ObI He 3aMeyas 3TOT0, CTaJl
pacckaseiBaTh O BO3BpaTUBIIelicad U3 Bupiay
reprorvHe. JIUIO PBIOUUIIKOTO IIPOSICHUIIOCH.
HoBocTh ObLIa IS HEro OYeHb HWHTepecHa. Of-
HAKO IIOCpefuHe pacckasa YepeMswWH BApPYT
OBICTPO B3IJIIHYJI B OKHO, BBIXOJUBIIIEE B Ca.
TaM MeJbKHYJI0O royboe IIaTbe KaMepPUCTKHU
Arpa¢eHsl [IeTpOBHEI.

—Ilan IIle6prIla-PRIOUUIIKUY, BBl BUIU-



Te? — TOPKEeCTBEHHO IIPOM3HEeC OH, YKa3bIBas B
capm.

CexpeTaphb B3IJIAHYJI B OKHO.

— IloiimeMTe B canp! — 1mpefyioXKuya Yepewm-
3HH.

— Ha Takume pesia He ropasfgo s CBeLoOM, —
BO3paswI PeI6uuIikuil. — Tak BBl TOBOPUTE, UTO
TepIIOTUHA. ..

Ho YepeMmsuH y>ke He OTBETHI eMy. OH IIpe-
CIIOKOMHO CeJl Ha KaKue-TO OyMaru Ha II0/J0KOH-
HUKe, I[IepeKHUHYJI 3a OKHO HOTHU U, CIIPLITHYB B
cajl, CKpBLJICS B I'yCTOU 3esieHHU. [TaH PHIOUUITKUIA
CEePAUTO XJIOIIHYJI OKHOM €My BCJIEf,

UepeM3HH CKOpO HarHas Po3y: oH He Gpesrail
HUKAaKOI0 "aBaHTIOPO".

Posa BcTpermiia ero, Kak 3HaKOMOI'0, CKa3asB:

— A g1 3HaJIa, YTO TOCIIOAMH eIlje He yeXaJl.

— W Hapo4HO BHIIIUIN B caf?

— /Jla, y MeHs eCThb K BaM [1eJIo.

— Bor kak! CepnesHoe? — cropocuya Yepewm-
3WH, CaJdaCh Ha JepeBsIHHYI0 CKaMelKy. — Hy, ro-
BopuTe! 37eCh HAaC He YBUAAT U He YCJIBIIIAT...

— He Tak eme ckopo.. MHe HY)XHO 3HATh,
YTO MHE 3a 9TO Oy/ieT?

— Iloremyii.



— 4 ¢ BaMH X04y TOBOPHUTEH CE€pPBLE3HO, a TakK
He Oyay, — obupesnack Po3a. — Bbl MHe JOJDKHBI
ceJsaTh II0JAPOK...

— Tak 3TO — cepbesHoe [esio, II0-BalleMy?
Hy, xakoii ke 3TO II0JapoK?

— P030BYyI0 KOCBEIHKY, III€JIKOBYIO... & 3aTeM —
oyzerT zeJo...

— Posa! nrepcTaHOM L0BOJIBHO! — ¢ 11adgocoM
npousHec YepeMsuH, IIPUKJIaAbIBasg pPyKy K
CepAaLy.

— Hert, u mesnkoBoil Mmaso. Begb Bbl — JpyT
KHA3H0... KHI310, — U OHa II0-CBOEMY, II0-HeMell-
KY, IlepeKoBepKasia GaMUINI0 BOJIKOHCKOTO.

YepeMsUH HeIOBEPUYMBO B3IJIAHYJ Ha Hee U
CKa3aJl y>Ke cepbe3HbIM I'0JIOCOM:

—EciM TO, 4TO BBI CKa)keTe MHe, OyzeT
O4YeHb Ba’KHO, P03a, TO BEI IIOJIyYUTE JBE KOCHIH-
KUY U 11aThe... [oBopuTe!

— JTO IIpaBUJIbHO, — CoIJIacuaach Po3a U Ha-
4JaJjia IIoApoOHO paccKasbIiBaTh BCe, UTO IIPOUCXO-
IAJIO CerOfHs YTPOM B YOOPHOM ee IOCIIOXKH, KO-
rga npuiitesa Tyga [letp MuxaitsioBud.

YepeM3uH BHUMATEJIBLHO CIYIIAT U HECKOJIb-
KO pas IepecripalrmuBaJl.

— 3HayuuT, OH TaK U CKasaJ: "BeiObupail cebe



KOI'0 XO0UelIllb... I 6J1ar0CJI0BIII0"?

— Taxk u ckasaJ, — rmoarBepauia Posa.

— Hy, Tak 3HaeTte i uTO, P03a, cTymaiiTe Te-
Iepb B I0M, TaM JI0JDKHA Tellepb OBITH TepIlOrH-
H{, U, KaK TOJBKO OHA ye[eT, IIPULUTEe MHe CKa-
3aTh.

EnBa reprioruHd yexasa, YepeMsuH BeJieJI JI0-
JIOKUTS 0 cebe, u IleTp MuxaiyioBuu cetuac xe
IIPUHSII ero.

UepeM3uH BolleJ K becTykeBy CBOEH 0CO-
O0eHHOI0 IT0XOJKOM BIIEPEBAJIKY, C KOTOPOI TaH-
IeBaJI IIOJILCKUM, U I[ePpeMOHHO, II0 IIpaBHUJIaM
¢paHIly3CKUX TAHIMEMNCTEePOB, IIpojesaa QUry-
Py U3BICKAaHHOTO IOKJIOHA. OH OBLI Ype3BbhIUal-
HO Cepbe3eH U BajKeH.

— UeM MOTY CIy>KUTH? — 00paTHJICI K HEMY
[Terp MuUXaliI0BUY, YKa3kIBast Ha KPecsIo.

YepeM3UH IOKJIOHMJICA eIlle pas U ceJl.

— IleTp MuxajioBUY, — HayaJj OH, — 1 SIBJIS-
I0Ch K BaM He II0 COGCTBEHHOMY, HO TeM He Me-
Hee 0UeHL Ba)KHOMY JeJIy...

"Bce mesa CTaHYT U TO €ro BeJIUYECTBY 3€JI10
OyZeT NMPOTHUBHO",— BCIOMHWIHNCH becTy)KeBy
ellfe pas cJI0Ba yKasa.

— Kaxkoe e 3TO [1e710? — yJIbI0asiCh, CIIPOCHII



OH.

— S aBasgrock K BaM, [leTp MuUxailyioBUY, CBa-
TOM OT JIUIIa MOero Apyra, KHA3d HUKUTEI defo-
poBuuya BoJsikoHCKOrO0... OH JIOOUT Bally [104Yb
Arpadeny IIeTpoBHY U OT Bac, pasyMeeTcs, 3aBU-
CHT €ro CYacCThe...

bectyxeB foaro He orBeuvas. OH CUEJI MOJI-
4a, KaK ObI 06 yMbIBasi, TOUHO YCJIBIIIAT B IIep-
BBIH pa3 0 BOJIKOHCKOM.

UepeM3HuH 3HaJI, UTO IIPUJINYKE He II03BOJIA-
eT IleTpy MuUXaljIOBUYYy Cpa3y COIJIACUThCI Ha
IIpeajio’KeHUe, HO M3 pacckasa Po3pl OH 3HaI
TaK)Ke, YTO OTKasa He OyJeT, X IIOTOMY KAl C
Cepbe3HOCThI0 U TepIIeHHeM.

— bitarozapro kHsa3s1 HUKUTY 3a 4yeCThb, — 3a-
TOBOPUJI HakKoHell becTyxeB, — HO ArpadeHa
elrfe MOJIOZA U e XOPOIIIo U IIPHU OTIIE...

— Bamra BoJist, — corstacuicd YepeMsuH.

— KoHeuHoO, 1 He cTaHy HEBOJIUTE 10Yb, U €C-
JI1 OHa OyneT corJyiacHa... Sl IoiymMaro, IIOIOBO-
p1o... /la ¥ KHg3b HUKUTa MOJIOL. ..

— MoJiozocTE — He IIOPOK B TAKOM [eJjie, Kak
JIT000Bb, — OTBETHJI UepeM3HH.

— KoHeuHO0, HO Bce-TaKU MHE, KaK 0TIy, HYX-
Ha OCMOTPHUTEJLHOCTE. IIpoIy Bac u KHA3d Hu-



KHTY I105KaJI0BaTh KO MHE CETOAHS K Y>KUHY.

— IloyTeM cHe IPUATHEUIINM J0JIIOM, — 3a-
SIBWJI C HOBBIM IIOKJIOHOM YepeMs3HH, OKOHYA-
TeJIbHO BXO/ B POJIb CBaTa.

OH He croBapuBaJIcs ¢ BOIKOHCKHUM O CBATOB-
cTBe. MBIC/Ib IIOMTH K becTy>XeBy ¥ IIPOCUTH I
KHA39 HUKUTBI PyKy ero gouepd pPoAUIach y
Hero COBepIIeHHO BHEe3allHO BO BpeMs PasroBO-
pa c Posoro. OH BHeJI, UTO ero IIpudTesb 6e3 ymMa
BiIt06JieH B ArpadeHy IleTpoBHY, UTO OHa, CO
CBOEH CTOPOHBI, Oosiee yeM O6JIaTOCKJIIOHHA K
HeMy, U, Y3HaB 0 pasroBope IleTpa MuXaulI0BU-
4a C 0YephI0, PeIluI, YTO HeJIb3s YIIYCKATh Ce-
TOSHAIITHUY JIeHb, BO BCeX OTHOIIEHUSX 6J1aro-
IIPUATHBIN JIJI1 CBaTOBCTBA. becTy)KeB I10CsIe II10-
Cell[eHUs IeplIOTMHY He MOT 0TKas3aThb. ITOT pac-
4eT 0Ka3aJICs COBEPILIEHHO BePHBIM.

CiioMa rosioBy JieTesl UepeM3HH B CBOEM O[I-
HOKOJIKE B 3aMOK, IIOTOHSIS Ky4epa, YTOOBI CKO-
pee 06pazoBaTh HUYETo He 3HABIIIETO U He 0KU-
IaBIrero BoskoHckoro. OH jkejajl IIOpasUTh ero
HEeOKHUJIAHHOI0 pajmocThio. Ho oKasajloch, 4TO
KH4A3b HukuTa cam 1mmopasu ero, YHepeMsuHa, Ta-
KOI0 HEOXXUJIAaHHOCTBI, UTO TOT pasBesI JIUIIb
pykaMu. UepeMsuHa BCTPeTHJI B 3aMKe CJIyra



BoJsikoHCKOro JIaBpeHTHM, BCTPEBOXKEHHBIN U
pacTepsiHHBIN.

—I'me KHA3L? UTO CIOYyYUIOCH? — OGECIIOKOM-
HO cIIpocu1 YepeM3HH.

— Kua3p Hanl, — JIaBpeHTHH II0KadaJl ToJIOo-
BOI0, — 51 YoKe IJaBHO COOHpasICs J0JIOKUTH BaM...
C TeX CaMBbIX II0P, KaK BBl UX K HEMIIy CTapOMy B
TOCTH C yTpa BO3SWJIM — BOT U3 Uepela, IIPOCTU
Focmogy, IBeT... ¢ TeX IIOp s CTaJl 3aMedvaThb
HeJIaJ{Hoe...

— /la Tellepb-TO UTO C KHA3eM? — HeTepIIesIu-
BO ITepe6u YepeM3UH.

Ho o6cTosATeIbHBIN JIaBpeHTHUH, 110 IIPUBBIY-
Ke pacckasplBaThb BCerfia BCe II0 IIOPSAAKY, ITPO-
L0JDKaJI, He TOPOIIACH:

— Kaxk cpesui1 KHA3h Tyza, TaK COBCEM T0JIO-
By IIOTeps/I. Sl CKOJIBKO pa3 [OKJIaAbIBaJl eMy:
"XO0Tb 1 MHOTO Thl, KHS3b, KHIDKEK UHUTaellb, a
BCe MeHs 65l ITocsyiaa. OIIOUIN ero TaM, J0JIDK-
HO ObIThb. [I0 HOYaM cIlaTh COBCeM IlepecTasl...
eCThb-IIUTh He X04YeT U BCe caM C CO00X0 pasroBa-
puBaeT. BoT BHI yefieTe, a OH OCTaHETCSI OWH U
pasroBapuBaer... BaM He BHUJHO, a 1-TO CMOTPIO...
W TaK [0 CeromHSIIIHETr0 THS BCe O0JIbIIe U 60JIb-
mre. A cerofHs, KakK BBl yeXaJl B IOpPOJ, KHA3b



IIpU3BaJl MeHs U TOBOPUT: "JIaBpeHTHUM, cobepu
BCe MOHM BeIllM ¥ C HUMHM I10e3Kal Ha JIOLIaIgaX
3a MHOIO, a g ceMyac BepxoM yeay. ['me MeHs Ha-
TOHUIIb, TaM U XOPOIIO, a 1 60JIbIIle TaK KUTH
He Mory". U He Besies BaM 006 3TOM CKa3bIBaTh.
"Hanumry", — roBOpUT, U yeXaJl.

—Vexan? —  BOCKJIHKHYJI  YepeM3uH. —
Yexas BepXOM U He BepHeTcda?... [la 4To XK 3T0?!.

—T'oBopIo BaM, OIIOHMJIH €r0, — CEePLEe3HO IIOo-
BTOpPMJI JIaBpeHTHUH.

— Jlomagk MHe! — KpUKHYJI UYepeM3UH. —
Jlomaask! ABOCh HAaroHIo!

" oH caMm mobe)kasl Ha KOHIOIIIHIO TOPOIIUTh
KOHIOXA.



X
A OEHb BCE-TAKN CYACT/INBbIU

qepEMBI/IH OTJIMYHO 3HaJ OKPeCTHOCTH Mu-
TaBbl U [IaBHO IIPUBBIK K pPasOpOCaHHBIM B
IOJIAX U JIyraX OTJEe/JIbHBIM KPEeCTbIHCKHUM JJOMH-
KaM, He COeJHHEeHHBIM, KaK B PoccHH, B JlepeBHHU
H ceJsla, HO IIOCTPOEHHBIM BJAJIH APYT OT Apyra.
JTH YHCTeHbKHe BbIOeJIeHHBIE IBOPHI MeJIbKAaIU
KPaCHUBBLIMHU IIITHAMU B 3€JI€HH JIYTOB, O>KUBJIAA
BHJ ¥ IIPHU/IaBasi eMy HEeIIPHUBBIYHYIO /I PYCCKO-
IO IJ1a3a 0CO6eHHOCTh.

UepeM3HH 6e3 ycTasH JieTesI 0T OJHOTO ABOpa
K ApyroMy, paccIpallrBajl U pasysHaBaJl, He BH-
Jesl JIU KTO-HHUOYJb BOJIKOHCKOIO, M IIOAPOOHO
OITHCBHIBAJI €ro IIpuMeThl. HakoHell, eMy yajioch
HaIlacTh Ha ciaef KHia39 HUKUTEL EMy 00BbSICHU-
JIA, 4TO KaKOM-TO 6JIarOPOAHBIN T'OCIOAVH BeEp-
XOM JIeICTBUTE/ILHO IIpoe3yKaJl 3[eCh Cero{Hs I10
HaIllpaBJIEHHIO 3aMKa OcBaJsIb,.

UepeM3uUH 06e3 JOPOTH IIPAMO II0 IO Ha-
IpaBUJICA K 3aMKY, UM IIOMCKH €ro He OKa3alHuCh
HalpacHbIMH. TaM, y OIIYIIIKH Jieca, CHUAeJI Ha
IIPUTrOpKe BOJIKOHCKHUM, 3aJfyMYHBO CMOTpS



BIaJb. Jlomragb KHA34 I1acjach TYT JKe, He IIPU-
Bs3aHHad. KHa3b HUKWUTa CHUIes C 3aCTBIBIIIEIO,
6/1a>KeHHOI0 YJIBIOKOI0 Ha I'y6axX U CUaCTJIUBBHI-
MUY, SICHBIMHU IJIa3aMU CMOTpeJI IIpel co60r0 Ha
yOpaHHbIe I10JI51 U CKOIIIeHHbIE JIyTra C UX O0esIeHb-
KUMHU JOMHUKaMU U IIPUCIYIIWBAJICA K IIEIIOTY
JINCTBhEB IlleJIeCTeBIIIET0 C3aH HETo Jieca, ellle He
TPOHYTOTO JbIXaHUEeM IIPUOJIM)KaBIIIENCI OCEHU.

"Bce OHU TaKue — BJIIOOJIEHHBIE", — IIOAyMaJl
YepemsuH. — Kua3p Hukura, a, KH1I3b Hukwu-
Ta!l — OKJIMKHYJ OH.— ByneTt, 6patT, HOBOJILHO,
IOMOM exaTs mopa!

Hukura ®eropoBUY CIIOKOMHO IIepeBesl B30p
Ha YepemsuHa. EMy Kasajoch, 4YTO OH BHJEJI,
Kak moabexas YepeMsuH, U OH He 00paTH/I HU-
KaKoro Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUSI.

— 9T0 — TBI? — CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHJI OH.

— Hy pa, 1, — orBeTtws1 YepeMsuH, cje3as C
JIOLITAH.

— UepeMsuH, Thl JIIOOWI KOIZA-HUOYIABL? —
BJPYT CIIPOCWJI KH43b HUKUTA.

— W MHOrO pas... YTo X U3 3Toro?

— I[IoMHUIIIb, Tl MHEe KaK-TO TOBOPWJ, UTO
CTOHUT TOJIBKO HAaOJIOCTH — M MHOTO MO>KHO
HaWTHU UHTEPECHOTO BOKPYT Cebs.



— He momHIO.

— TBI IIOCMOTPH, BOT BUAUIIL TaM 3TO Jiepe-
BO?

— Bmoky! — ckasajs YepeMsuH, He II0BOpPaYU-
Basi TOJIOBEI.

— Hy, BoT uT0 g AyMaro. BoT g ’)KUBY 3/1eCh, Ha
3eMJle, U IIPOXKUBY ellle, MOKeT OBITh, HY, IIITh-
Zecar JeT... ITO — camoe OoJiblee.. M B Kax-
OyX0 MHHYTY 3TOH JKHM3HH, CTOUT MHE JIHIIb 3a-
XOTeTh, U 51 3TO JlepeBO MOIY CPYOUTH, YHHUUTO-
JKHTB... A MOKeT U TaK CJIYUYUTLCS, UTO 3TO Jiepe-
BO, KOTOpPOe BOT Tellepb COBCEM B MOEM BJIACTH U
KOTOpO€e HHUYEero, IIOHUMaelllb, HU4Yero He MOKeT
MHe C/ieJIaTh, IIepe;KUBeT MeHsI Ha COTHH JIET... U
MOM IIPaBHYKH MOTYT YBUJETH €ro, /ia, [I07KaIyH,
U IpallpaBHYKOB IIepe’KUBET... 1 BBIXOLUT, UTO
1 HUYTOJKHEe JiepeBa.

— Ha 4yeM TebGd M II03APaBJIAI0, — BCTaBUJI
YepeMsHH.

— Hy, a Ha caMOM [iejie 3TO BOBCe He TaK, —
IIPOJ0J/DKAJI BOJIKOHCKUM, — IIOTOMY YTO S MOTY
JIFOOUTD... ¥ JIIOOJII0... © B 3TOM — BC€, a 0CTaJIb-
HOe — B3JI0p, U IepeBo — B310p... 1, pas g Mory
JIIOOUTH, 3HAYUT, HE YMPY, IIOTOMY YTO AyX, KO-
TOPBIM 51 UYBCTBYIO CBOIO JIFOOOBb, He IIOTMOHET,



He MOJXKeT YMepeTh, a B 3TOM — BeCh i... CYTh-TO
MOS B 3TOM JyXe... Tbl IOHUMaeIllb MeHa?

— Bce 3TO XOpOII10, — 3aroBOpuJ YepeMsuH,
IIPUIIOJHUMASICh Ha JIOKOTh, — HO CKaXKH, I10Ka-
JIy#iCTa, C 4ero THl B3AyMasa yaupaTh u3 Mu-
TaBbl? KTO Te6s1 IIOrHaJI OTTyzAa?

— Kro ntorHas?... I caM yexaJ.

— W He BepHeIILCSA?

— He BepHYCE.

— OTuero  3T0?

— Tak... He BepHYCh.

— 3Haells, — Hayasl YepeMsuH, Kadas T0JIO-
BOIO, — I MHOTO BHJaJl Ballled OpaTby, BIIHOO-
JIEHHBIX, HO TaKOI0, KaK ThI, eIlje He BCTpeyvall...
JTO YK UTO-TO COBCEM 3HATHOE UynadyecTBO. ThI
MHe IpsAMO OTBeYau: pasgyMajl, 4To JIH, Ke-
HUTHCA Ha ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe?

Kua3p HukuTa He 0TBeYasl.

— /la ToBOpH >Ke, HaKOHeIl! — KpHUKHYJI Ye-
peMs3uH.

BOJIKOHCKHUI I'PYCTHO, HO C TOX YJIBIOKOIO, C
Kakor obpalarTcsd K JeTsAM, TOBOPSAIIUM Hepa-
3yMHBIEe BelllH, IOCMOTpeJI Ha Hero ¥ B3JOXHYJL.

— JTOTO He MOKeT OBITh... 3TO HEBO3MOX-
HO, — IIPOTOBOPUJI OH, KaK OYZTO [1esI0 OBLI0 yKe



peleHo 6ecIIoBOPOTHO.

— Jla oTtuero? OT4yero? — HacTamBaJl UepeM-
3H1H.

— OTTOTO0, UTO 3TO OBLJIO OBI CJAUIIKOM 0O0JIE-
1II0e, He YeJI0BeuyeCcKoe CuacThe, He 3JIelllHee, He
3eMHOe!.. 3TO BOT KOI7TIa [IePeBO IIepe’KUBET Me-
H...

[ToH4B HaKOHeIl, UTO KHA3b HUKUTa 06paTHII-
c1 B 0ercTBO eNUWHCTBEHHO BCJIEACTBUE pellle-
HUS, UTO cUaCThe OBLI0 OB CJIHMIIKOM BeJIMKO M
IIOTOMY HEBO3MOXKHO, UepeMs3UH II0OCMOTpPeJ Ha
Hero W paspasuicid BecCesblM, Heyep>XUMbIM
CMEXOM.

BOJIKOHCKUY TIJIAfIeSI Ha HEro yAWBJIEHHO-UC-
IyTaHHO, He IIOHUMasi, YTO MO>KHO OBLJI0 HAUTHU
CMEIITHOI'O0 B TaKOM IJIyOOKOM U Cepbe3HOM [JId
Hero fesie. HakoHeIl, HUKTO He UMeJI IIpaBa CMe-
AThCA Ha HUM U HaJ, ero YyBCTBOM. OUeBUIHO,
UepeM3UH, He IlepecTaBaBIIINN X0X0TaTh, pacKa-
4MBasACh BCeM KOPIIYCOM, II03BOJISLI cebe CIIMIII-
KOM MHOTOE.

— /Jla 4TO X 3TO THI? — KPUKHYJI B CBOK OYe-
penb KHiA3b HukuTa, — 06e3ymeJ, uTo Ju? Hako-
Hell 3TO IIPOCTO OOHUAHO... KaKk ThI CMeelllb CMe-
ATHCSI?



— IlocToii... He cepAuchb! — COepKUBAsCH,
cTapaJICs BHITOBOPUTH UepeMsuH:- Celyac 3aro-
BOpUIb Jpyroe... Caymai!l. SI ceromHs ObLI ¥
[TeTpa MuxaijoBHU4a CBaTOM OT Te04l...

— YTto-0! Tel, cBaTOM, OT MeHd, y IleTpa... IleT-
pa... — BOJIKOHCKHI BCKOYMJI, CXBATACH 3a T'0JIO-
BY pyKaMu. — /la KTo Teb6s rpocuin?... Kak »ke ThI
cMmest!.. UTo >Ke ThI Hafesa ?... a-a-a?...

OH kasajica B 3Ty MHUHYTy TaKHMM HCITyTaH-
HBIM, HECYaCTHBIM, YTO YepeM3UH HeBOJIbHO HC-
IIyraJics, B3IJIIHYB Ha ero I06Jie[{HeBIllee, BHe-
3aITHO OCYHYBIIIeeCs JIUIIO.

— /Jla HeT >Ke, — IIOAXBaTHJI OH, — He OTKa-
3aur: Ilerp MuxaiyIoBUY I103BaJI HAC Y)KUHATh...
cerofHsd Ha y>KuH rnossas!.. [loHnmaenms?

BOJIKOHCKHIT HECKOJIbKO CeKYyHJ| CTosnl 0es
IBIDKEHH, TOYHO CJIOBa Apyra He cpas3y goJIeTe-
JU 10 Hero. IIoToM OH B3APOIHYJ BCEM TEJIOM,
OTHSAJI PYKU OT TOJIOBBI U KaK-TO PacTepsHHO
cMoOTpeJs Ha YepeM3HHa.

— YTOo TBHI TOBOPHIIL?... CBATOM... II03BaJl..
Ha Y?KHH?... ¥ 3TO — IIpaBjaa?

— IIpaBpa, mpaBga, — TBepAMUI UepeMs3UH.

— lory6uuK! — BAPYT BHIPBAJIOCH y KHA3A
HUKUTEL, B OH KUHYJICA Ha Iler0 YepeMs3HuHa. —



Tak 4uTo K THI MHe He CKa’Kelllb JJ0 CHX II0p BCero
TOJIKOM? — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, OTCKakKuBasg oT UYe-
peM3uHa:- UTo K THI MOJIYHINE [0 CUX I10p? Benb
MBI 0I1037aeM, oro3gaeM!.. ['ocIioau, ga 6eru e,
TOPOIIUCH, & TO II03/JHO 6yzeT!

U oH 6erkaJ yKe K CBOeH JIOLIa[H, CIIOTHIKA-
SICh U 3aJleBasi 3a KOUKH.

UepeM3UH MeJjIeHHO, KaK OBl JIFOOYSCH [[0-
CTaBJIEHHOM MM JPyIrOMYy 4YeJIOBEKY pazoCThIo,
cJIel0BaJI 3a HUM.

HecMoTpss Ha HeoZoJIMMOe >KeJlaHHWEe Y3HATh
oT UYepeMmsuHa II0Apo6Hee 06CTOATEIHLCTBA CBa-
TOBCTBA, BOJIKOHCKHH He pacCIpallnuBa ero Jo-
POroI, eAUHCTBEHHO 3a60TSICh O TOM, UTOOBI He
onosgaTh. OH Bce ellle 605ICI BEPUTH B BO3MOXK-
HOCTH CBOEr0 CYacThd W I'HaJI JIOIIAAh TaK, 4YTO
UepeMsHH eBa II0CIIEBAJL.

B opgHOKOJIKe, II0 JOopore M3 3aMKa B TOPOL,
YepeMsHH pacckasai Bce Hukute ®e1opoBUUy.

V becryxeBa oOKasaJyiCAd IlapaJHBIM 3BaHBIN
Y>KMH. Bcd MUTaBCKas 3HATh Obljla IIpUIJIallleHa
U IBUJIACHh KaK OJHH 4Ye/I0BeK, IIOTOMY YTO BECTh
0 BHE3aIIHOM IIOCeIlleHUU TepIiOTHHU, KOTopad,
OUeBHHO, IIpHe3s’kaja MUPUTBECI C becTyxe-
BBIM, OBICTPO, pasHecsach II0 Topoxy. Bce myMa-



Jii, 4To IleTp MHUXaMJI0BUY CBOUM Y>KHHOM JKe-
JlaeT OTIIPasgHOBATh TOP>KECTBO CBOeM I100e/bl
Hagx AHHOM M0aHHOBHOM.

Cpe[u 3TUX 3HATHBIX II0UYETHBIX YUHOBHUKOB
U IIPUBATHBIX, HO POJOBUTHIX HEMEIIKUX IIePCOH
O0Ka3aJIoCh TOJIBKO [IBOE€ MOJIOABIX Jirofeit: Ye-
peM3uH U BosikoHCKUM. C UX IIOSIBJIEHHEM O00-
Illee BHUMaHUe ObLIO OOpallleHo Ha HUX. ['ocTH
CTa/Id IlepelIelThIBaThCd U BBICKA3bIBATH CBOU
cooOparkeHusl.

BOJIKOHCKU II0JI0KUTEJILHO He IIOMHIWI, KaK
OH BOIIIeJI, KaK 3/I0pOBaJICs, U He coobpakaJl Jia-
JKe, XOUT JIA OH WJIN CHUAUT; eMy BCe Kas3aJoCh,
TOYHO OH IIPHUIIOJHAT Ha BO3AYX U €ro HOCAT Ka-
KHe-TO HeBHU/MMBbIe, He)KHbIe PYKU. * ArpadeHa
[leTpoBHa BCTpeTHJa ero C IIPUBETIHMBOIO, pa-
IOCTHOIO YJIBIOKOM.

"3HaeT OHa WIH He 3HaeT? — CIIPOCHJI Ccebs
KHA3b Hukwura, 11es1ya ee pyKky. — HaBepHO, 3Ha-
eT", — PeIlnJI OH, YyBCTBYs, KaK II0X0JI0/esa 1
OPOKUT ee pyKa...

UepeM3UH 3aroBOPHJI YTO-TO, KaK HU B UeM
He ObIBasIo, OyATO He IIPOU3OIIJIO HUYEro OCO-
0eHHOro. BOJIKOHCKHI CMOTpesl BOKPYr ce0s,
IIMPOKO U OJIa’KeHHO YyJIbI6asch; HO Kyja OBl OH



HU CMOTpeJ, OTOBCIOAY eMy Obllla BHAHA €ro
ArpadeHna IleTpoBHa, Mwuagd U Jjwbumasa. OHa
TOKe 6yATo ciylnana YepeM3uHa, HO KHA3b Hu-
KHUTa 3HaJI, YTO OHA TAaK)Ke BUIUT TOJBKO ero U
OyMaeT 0 HeM, U BCe KPyIroM II0JIy4aJsIo JJIsg Hero
HOBYIO KPacoTy U IIPeJIeCThb.

bosisirtasg roctuHas becTyskeBa, Ta caMmad, Ie
TakK ellle HeJJlaBHO KHA3b HUKUTA CTOSI 3aTEepsiH-
HBIM B TOJIIIE IIpeJ; YePHEIM JOKTOPOM, Kasalach
Telepb COBCeM HMHOI. HukuTe PeopoBHUYY SICHO
BCIIOMHMUJICA 3TOT Beyep.

"Brlllle BceX JIOZeH!" — IIPO3ByYaaH B €ro
yIIax cJI0Ba AOKTOpA.

3a y’KMHOM BOJIKOHCKHUIM CHUZEJI PALOM C MO-
JIOJIOI0 XO3SIMKOK. Y)KUH TSAHYJICA JOJITO, HO eMy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO BpeMs JIETUT TaK OBICTPO, YTO OH
IIPOCTO He YyCIleeT HarJAgfeThCsd Ha CBOI pa-
IOCTh, aHTeJIa, CYacThe, KaK OH MBICJIEHHO Ha3bl-
BasI ArpadeHny IleTpoBHY, He HaX0/d JOCTaTOYHO
JIACKOBBIX CJIOB.

B KOHIle y)KMHA B XpyCTaJbHble O0KaJIbl Ha-
JIM GpaHIly3CKoe IUIlydyee BUHO, U IleTp Mu-
XaWJIOBUY, BBICOKO IIOJHAB 60KaJl, KpUKHYJL:

— 3a 3popoBbe maps Ilerpal

lF'ocTH BCTaIM ¥ TOTYAC HAYaIH IIOAXOIUTE K



X034UHY, YOKasACh C HUM. 3aurpajia My3bIKa, U
pasganucek IPHUBETCTBEHHEIE KIIUKH.

— Vppaaa! — xpryas BOIKOHCKHUU.

—3a 3[0poBbe XO03gUHA! — IIPOBO3IJIACHUII
cTaplliuii obeppar.

— Vpp-pa!l — moxgxBaTuia BoJIKOHCKHUIL. — Ba-
IIe, Ballle 3/I0pOBbe! — I10/0IIIe)I OH K ArpadeHe
ITeTpoBHE U 3aJIII0M JOIIHNJI BUHO. — Buaure, 10
IOC/IeJHer KaIlIk, — CKasaJl OH, OIPOKHLIBASA
O0Kasl ¥ IIOKasblBasg, YTO TaM [eMCTBUTEJILHO
HeT HU KaIlIH.

V Arpa¢ensl IIeTpOBHBI BUHO OBLZIO Ha [10-
HEIIIIKE.

— UM g 3a Bac IOCTIEeHIOI KalleJbKYy; BH]IH-
Te? — IIPOroBOpPIJIA OHA, OCyIlIas 60Kal.

"S1... 3a Bac... IOCJIeHIOI0 KalleJbKy"... I'ocIIo-
ru! 4 c yma coiimy!" — pazmoBaJsics KHgI3b HUKHTA.

K HuM ntofonres YepeM3HH U X0TeJ YOKHYTh-
Cs C HUMHU.

ITeTp Muxaij0BU4 BO BpeMs Y>KHHA U3penKa
IOIVIAABIBAI Ha J0Yb M Ha BOJIKOHCKOIO, X KaX-
IbI pa3 B3IJIAJ ero CTAHOBHMJICA Cepbe3eH U [ia-
’Ke CTpOr.

YepeM3uH >KIajJ OT HeEro oTBeTa, HO becTy-
JKeB MeJJIHIL.



"Korza ke HakOHeIl OH II034paBHUT >KeHUXa C
HeBeCcTOU?" — nyMaJsi YepeM3UuH.

OfHaKo y>KMH KOHYMJICH, U TOCTH, BCTaB HS3-
3a CTOJIa, IIepelld B TOCTUHYI0, HO BoIpoc Ye-
peMs3HHa 0CTaBaJICd He paspellleHHbIM.

[Tocie y>KMHA CJIYUYHIIOCH KaK-TO caMO CO6010,
4yTO0 BOJKOHCKUU ocTajsicd OAWH C ArpadeHou
IleTpoBHOII B ee MaJleHbKOM TIOCTHHOM; OHHU
He3aMeTHO IIPOIIN Ty/Aa U 3a HUMH HUKTO He
II0C/IeJ0BaJl, TOYHO IIOHMMAs, YTO HeJb3sl Me-
I1aTh UX PafioCTH.

BripoueM, Teleph pasBeceJUBIIHECS BUHOM
TOCTH, CIUIOYEHHBIe O0IUM 3a Y>KUHOM PasroBO-
POM O IIOJIUTHYECKUX HOBOCTHX [JHSA U YBJIEUEH-
HbIe 3aTeM MHTepecoM 3TUX HOBOCTEM, 3aHSINCH
caMH c006010, TaK UTO OOJILIIMHCTBO M3 HHUX He
3aMeTHJIO Mcuye3HOBeHUdA becTyxeBor. O HukwH-
Te ®enopoBHUYe TOXKe 3a0BLIN 3TH COJIMHEBIE, HE
IIOAXOUBINIE K HeMy HU II0 BO3pacTy, HU IIO
T10JI0’KEHUIO, JIFOIH.

— IlomHUTE, — CcKasasl BoJKOHCKUU Arpade-
He IleTpoBHe, — TOT Beuep y Bac, KOrjga MHe, 3a-
TePSIHHOMY, HEeM3BEeCTHOMY U He 3aMe4YeHHOMY
BaMU, OBLIO IIpefiCKa3aHo, uTo s1 OYy BBIIIEe BCeX
JIFONIen?



BecTyxeBa B3IVIAIOM U YJIBIOKOI OTBeUala,
4YTO IIOMHHUT.

— YV MeHs BOT TaK W CTOMT IIpef IjasaMu
9TOT YepHBIA AOKTOpP... MOXKeT OBITH, CEerofHs
OKa’keTCs, YTO OH OBLI IIpas.

— Bl 11osIyyaeTe HasHauveHHe... BaC 3aMeTH-
s u3 IleTepbypra? — crpocusa, 6osiee IIpeKHe-
T'0 OKUBJISAACH, ArpadeHa I[leTpoBHa.

— Her, fiejio He B TOM; pasBe BBl He 3HaerTe,
4yT0 YepeM3HWH IIpHe3)kaJl CBAaTOM OT MeHSd K
[TeTpy Muxais0BU4y, BaliemMy 6aTIOIIKe?

— Korpa? — crpocuiia becTty»xeBa, MeHICh B
JIULIE.

— CerofiHs, ¥ OH Hac II03BaJI K Y)KHUHY, U, MO-
’KeT OBITh, CETOIHS PEIIUTCI MOS Cyib0a, U 51 OY-
Iy BBIIIIe BCeX JIIofiell — Oyly MMeTh IIpaBO Ha-
3BaTh BacC CBOEIO IIpeJ; HUMHU.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa CMYIIIEHHO U CTBIJIUBO
omycTua rosioBy. Cusrolas yJblOKa ucyessia C
ee ryb, HaJl 6pOBSIMU IIOSIBUJIACH CTPOTasi, Cephes-
Hasg CKJIaJKa; Ka3aJoCh, BOT-BOT CJIe3bl OPBISHYT
U3 ee 1ya3. OHa [0 CHUX IIOp He 3HaJIa, YTO IIPO-
HU30IILJIO YTPOM.

— Uto X? He pazpl? [limayeTe? — 6eCIIOKOMHO
IIpou3HeC BOJIKOHCKHY, CMyIasiCh B CBOIO OYe-



peznsb.

OHa IIofHsIa HAa HEero B30p, U ee Iya3a ObLIU
TaK SICHBI, TaK PaZl0CTHBI, TAK MHOI'0 OBLJIO B HUX
cYacThs 11 HUKUTEI PelopoBHUYa, YTO OH CHOBA
Ipeobpasmics, Tepsisl pacCyloK U coobpa’keHue.
Arpadena IleTpoBHa IIpOTSHyJIa eMy PYKH; OH
CTaJI 11eJI0BaTh UX.

— He pmymaimite, opfHaKo, — IIpoIlIeIlTaja
OHa, — YTO IIpe[CKa3aHWe COBLIOCH CEerojHs,
HeT! IlycTh g 6yAy Ballla, HO BBI, €CJIM JIIOOUTE,
IOJDKHBL OBITH B CAMOM /Jiejie Ha BBICOKOM CTYIIe-
HU. V Bac eCTb BO3MOXHOCTbD; CTapauTech, [0OU-
BalTech U o6beTech! MBI OyzeM BMeCTe T0OOU-
BaTbCAd: HAaM HY)KHO JaJeKO IIOMTH — s 3TOrO
Tpebyr... 1 TaK X04y... S He MOIY U He [0JDKHA
OCTaThbCd B HEM3BECTHOCTH OHOPIrepCKOM >KeHB,
MOU MYX CTaHeT He B YPOBEHb C 0CTaJIbHBIMMU.

Bce, uTO OHa roBOpHJIa Telleph, Ka3anoch Hu-
KutTe PeqopoBUUY IIPEeKpacHBIM, U IIPU KaXKA0M
CJI0OBE ee OH TOJILKO YJIbIOAJICI, BUJUMO, COIJIa-
asich co BceM. OHa Bepuia B Hero, OHa JIro6mia
ero 4 pajioBajach ero Jacke.

— IlocMOTpHUTe, KAUMHU CKJIaJKaMH JIerja 3Ta
3aHaBeCKa, TOYHO CO0PKHU Ha IIaThe! — cKasasa
BApPYT ArpadeHa [leTpoBHA, IIOKa3bIBail Ha JKeJl-



TYIO IIIeJIKOBYIO 3aHaBECKY YV OKHaA.

— Hy, 4TO0 X Takoe? — 0TBeTHJI BOJIKOHCKUY,
He IIOHUMad, YTO X0TesIa OHAa CKa3aThb.

— leprjorvHg 6plIa B TaKOM JKe ILIaThbe, —
nosicHUiIa becTykeBa, — TOIza, y Hac Ha 6aiy...

Ona 3aMoJryasia ¥ 3agyMasach.

BOJIKOHCKHUI YJIBIOHYJICS, BCIIOMHHAsI 3TOT
6as, Ho ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa KasajlaCb Cepbes-
HOIO.

— Begp 1 et 6bLI0 IIpeficKa3aHue, — IIPOJ0JI-
’Kajla OHa B pasfgyMbe, — U €CJIM OHO COyZIeTcs,
TO OHA He IIPOCTUT... OHa OTMCTUT HaM...

— Hy, uTo 3arajgpiBaTh 0 OyAyIleM, KOI7ia BCe
Tellepb TaK XOPOIIO UM $CHO! — IepebuI ee
KHa3b Hukura.

Iletp MuxaiyjioBHUY, pasyMeeTcs, JaBHO 3aMe-
TWI, YTO eT0 J0Yb CUAUT C BOJIKOHCKUM y cebs B
TOCTUHOM, HO He MelllaJl UM, KaK Oy/ATO 3aHAThIN
y4dacTHeM B 00IlleM pasroBOope M BCeIlesio, Kak
PaLyIIHEIN XO3IWH, IIOIJIOIIEHHBIM CBOHMMU IO-
cTaMu. OHAKO He CIIyCKaBIIIHI C Hero rjas Ye-
peMsuH BHes, KaK OH IIOCMaTpUBaJI Ha OILy-
II[eHHbIe 3aHaBeChI JKeJITOM TOCTUHOU. OH BUENT
TaxoKe, KaK HaKOHeIl becTy)XeB C peluTeIbHLIM
BUJIOM HaIIpaBUJICA TyLa U BCJIe[ 3aTeM IIOSIBUII-



Cd Y IBepel, fepka 3a PyKy L04Yb U BOJIKOHCKO-
IO.

Bce, IPUTUXHYB, 06ePHYJINCH B HX CTOPOHY.

B 3TO BpeMs U3 [PYIruX [ABepel II0Ka3aHCh
CJIyTH C IIOJHOCAaMH, YCTaBJIeHHBIMU OOKaJaMHU
BHHa.

—T'ocriofa, — APOTHYBIIKMM I0JIOCOM IIPOTO-
Bopuia IleTtp MuxXaijioBUY I10-HEMEIIKH, IIOTOMY
4TO GOJIBIIMHCTBO IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX OBLIN HEM-
16, — IIPE/CTaBJIAI0 BaM JKeHHUXa U HEBECTY.

CTapblii 6eCTY>KeBCKUM ABOPEIIKUU TPOXHYJI,
II0 pyCcCKOMY 00bIUalo, CBOM IIOJHOC Ha II0JI. XPY-
CTa/Ib 3a3BeHes U 3azpebe3rKas, pasjaeTasich B
KYCKH; TPOM MY3BIKH 3aIJIYIINJI Bce. [0CTH CIIe-
IIIMJIM II03JPaBUTh HapeUYeHHBIX.



YACTb BTOPAS4

"Tel sawuwyan, F'ocnodu, des10 dywu moeti;
UCKYNA HCUSHD MOIO".
Ilnau Hepemuu, II1, 58.

I
MPOLUJIOE

'LIeTLIpHa,uuaTb JIeT TOMYy Hasajg OblIa OT-
IpasgHoOBaHa CBajgbb6a BoakoHCckux. KHA3B
HukuTa, )KeHUBIIINCh Ha CBOEM MUJIOU U JIFOOHU-
Mou ArpadeHe [leTpoBHe, ocTascad B MUTaBe; OH
C [JAPCKOI0 COM3BOJIEHUS OBLI OCBOOOXKIEH OT
JaJIbHEMIIero IyTellecTBUS 3a IPaHHUILy M IIO-
CTYIIMJI Ha CJIYy’KOy B KaHIeJIIPHUIO CBOETO TeCTs
[Terpa MuxaiyioBruda. OTBETCTBEHHOE II0JIOXKE-
HHUe BecTykeBa B KypJyisHAMU TpeGoBao 0YeHb
XUTPOU [edTeJbHOCTU M OOJIBIIOrO0 HMCKYCCTBA.
PycckoMy pesHfieHTy IPHUXOJUIOCH 60POTHCA C
HEeCKOJIbKMMH BpPa’kIeOHBIMU TeUYeHUSIMH, YTO-
Obl UMeTh IIpeobJiafjarolliee BJIKMSHHE Ha CBOeH
cropoHe. 1 Iletp MuxaiiaoBuu 60poJicad He 6e3
ycrexa. /leso 6b1JI0, BUAUMO, BaXKHOE, CII0KHOE,
OHO KacaJIoCh >KHM3HH CaMOCTOSITeJILHOIO Ma-



JIEHBLKOTO TOCYyZapCTBa, II0 BCeM IIpHM3HaKaM Ha-
XOIUBIIIETOCA IIOYTH HaKaHYHe CBOEro IIPHCO-
eIVHeHUs] K eJUHOMY U3 TpexX 6oJiee CHUIbHBIX,
4eM OHO, cocefieil, U BeCh BOIIPOC 3aKJII0YAJICSI B
TOM, KTO OKakeTcs IobexuTesieM: Poccus v, K
[JapPCTBYIOIEMY [OMY KOTOPOM IIpHHAJJIeKala
BIOBCTBYIOII|asi TepllorMHsA AHHa; I[losblna iy,
cuuTaBllag KypysaHIUI0O CBOUM JIEHHBIM BJIafie-
HueM, uiu IIpyccus?

V kHa39 HUKUTHLI depe3 Tof I0CjIe CBaAbObI
poznuicsa cbIH Muira.

BOJIKOHCKMI OBLJI CHACTJIUB CBOEI KU3HBI0 U
HHU4Yero He jxesjaJ 6osibile. OH 060>Kasl CBOXO
Arpadeny IleTpOBHY U CbIHa, OHU OBLIX C HUM, U
BeCb MUD, BCA CYTh ero KHU3HHU COCpPe0TOYMNBA-
Jlach B 3THUX [IBYX CYIlleCTBaX, U BHe UX HUYEro
He cyIecTBoBasIo A1t HUKUTE PemopoBuyua.

[l BeILIeIIeN 3aMy>K ArpadeHsl IIeTpOBHBI
BHEIIIHAA )KU3Hb B MUTaBe CHaydaJla MaJIo MU3Me-
HUiack. Ho BCKope oHa He MoOrIJIa He 3aMeTUTh,
YTO U3 JOYepHU IIepBoro B KypJssgHIUU JIHIla OHA
CTaJla IIPOCTO >KEHOI MOJIOLOI0 YeJIoBeKa —
IIpaB/ia, PyCCKOI0 KHHA3s, HO He CyMeBIIIero IIPH-
00pecTH HUKAKOIO0 3HAaUeHUs B TOM OOILECTBE,
I7e OHM HaXOOWINCh, U YIIOPHO YAAJIABIIIErOCs



OT 3TOro 06IlecTBa. ITO YyBCTBOBAJIOCh, U OHA
3HaJIa, YTO MHOTHeE [IOHUMAI0T 3T0. K ToMy XKe ee
oTery COJTU3UJICSA Telephb C repIlOTUHEeM, U II0YBa
IIpe’XHero II0JIOXKeHUs1 B MuTaBe yXoAuia Us-
Iof, ee HOT. My»X ee He XOTeJI CIYKUTEHL B KaHITe-
JIIPUM, U C 3TUM OHA COIJIaCHJIacCh, XOTd y Hee
OBLIH COBEPIIIEHHO WHbIe IPUUYMHBI, YeM y KHSI-
31 HukuTe: MUTaBCKag KaHIleIpUsI Kasalach
C/IUIIIKOM He3HauyUTeJIbHBIM MeCTOM I TOTO,
4TOOBI BBIABUHYTHCS, CIy>Ka TaM.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa Jr06MIa My’Ka U U3 Ua-
CTBIX PasroBOPOB C HUM BH[eJa, UTO C €ro CIIO-
COOHOCTSIMHU MOKHO IIOHMTH [aJIeKO; OHa YacTo
oyMaJjia 0 6yayieMm, I10-CBOeMy, C Hale)KiaMU Ha
3TO Gyaylmee, 0KHIasd, YTO OHO IIPHJET eIlfe pa-
NOCTHeHM U JIydllle, U 4YTO CyAabba BeyHO OymeT
yJIbI06ATHCS el, KaK yJblbastach 10 CUX II0P.

MaJioJIeTCTBO ChIHA IIPUBJIEKIIO €€ K pebeHKy,
U OHA CTaJjIa 3aHUMAaThCA UM, IIPOBOJA BpeMs [I0-
Ma. ITO OBLJIM CaMble CUACTJIUBbIE THU 19 KHS35
Huxutel. Ho Arpadena IleTpoBHa ’Xuia, KpoMe
HACTOSIIEero, elle MeuTas 0 OyAyIleM, U JyMasia
o IleTepbypre, 0 GOJIBIIIOM JBOpPE, O 3HAUYEHUH,
KOTOpOe MO’KeT UMeTh co BpeMeHeM Hukura Pe-
IOpOBUY.



Ona uJale craja 3aroBapuBaTh C HUM O HO-
BOM PYCCKOM CTOJIMIle, 3BaJjla ero B IleTepOypr,
TpeboBasia 0T Hero paboThl U [eATeIbHOCTH, I0-
BOPHJIA, UYTO TaK JKUTH HeJb3s, M IIPUBOJAMIA B
IIpUMep CBOHUX OpaTbeB, KOTOpPBIE 3aHUMaJIH
y>Ke BU/THBIE II0COJIECKHE MecCTa.

Huxkura ®eopoBUY cTapasica OOBSICHUTDL el
CBOM 0COOeHHBIM IIJIaH >KU3HU, B KOTOPOM Ha
IIepBOM IL/IaHE CTOSIIO BOCIIMTAaHHE ChIHA H 3a-
TeM CaMOyCOBepIlleHCTBOBaHHe. OH OBLI yBepeH,
4TO, COKpaIlllasi CBOH >KeJIaHHd M PacxoJbl Ha Ce-
05, OH MOYKeT OT/laBaTh U3JIUIIEK JPYTUM, U pa-
oW 3THUX >Ke JAPYIUX, YTOOHI II0 Mepe CBOUX CHUJI
IIPUHECTH MM BO3MOXKHO OOJIBIIIE IIOJIB3BI, 3a-
HSUICA MEJUIIMHON U C YIIOPCTBOM M TepIIeHHeM
CTasI U3y4aThb 3Ty HayKYy.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa HUKaK He MOIJIA COTJIa-
CHUTBHCSI, UTO «BOCIIMTaHHE» ChIHa MOYKET COCTa-
BUTBH KaKoe-TO 0COO6eHHOe «Jesio». EMf Kasasocs,
U 3TO OBLIO TaK OOBIKHOBEHHO U IIPOCTO, YUTO
Ma/JIbUHK BBIPACTeT IIOJ, HUX IIPUCMOTPOM, OHH
Hay4daT ero yeMy CJIefyeT, H Bce 3TO Oy/[eT He3a-
MEeTHO, caMO C06010, ¥ TOBOPUTH 00 3ITOM C TaKOH
Ba’KHOCTBI0O BOBCe He ciefyeT. OTHOCHUTEJIbHO
pacxomoB A Apyrux ArpageHa IleTpoBHa BO3-



paskasia My>Ky, YTO UX JOCTaTOK BOBCE He TaK Be-
JIUK, YTOOBI MOKHO OBLJIO JleIaTh 3TO, XU YTO Y
Hero ecTh KeHa U pebeHOK, 0 KOTOPBIX OH J0JI-
JKeH yMaTh ¥ 3a60TUTHCI. Y3HAB 0 MeJUIIHHE,
OHa CHayaJla OYeHb HcIyrajgacb. OHa HaXoAuIa,
4TO OBITH JIeKapeM BOBCe He KHSDKeCKOe [IeJIo,
Ja’ke HeIIpMJIMYHO [JId ee My»Ka; HO Korga Hu-
KuTa PelOpOBUY IOSICHUIL eli, UTO U He JyMaeT
CTaTh JiIeKapeM, BpauyHIIUM 3a JeHbI'H, a X0UeT
UMEHHO IIOMOTaTh TOJIBKO OJIMDKHEMY II0 Mepe
CHJI, — OHAa YCIIOKOMJIAaCh U BCe-TaKU He yBUJeJIa
B MY)KHUHOHN MeJUIIMHE "Cepbe3HOoro Mgesa", Xo-
TS He ObLIa IIPOTUB 3THUX 3aHATUM, KOTOPbIE Ka-
3aJIMCh €M TaK, MeXKXAy IIPOYUM, He JIMIITHUMUY,
HO U He 0C00eHHO HY’KHBIMU. B ee rjiasax HacTo-
sdlee OBLJIO BCe-TaKU B KaHIIEJIPUU, U OHA 3Ba-
Jla ero Ha ci1y>k0y B [leTepOypr.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa 6ObLIa y6eXkieHa, 4TO B
Hel TOBOPUT TOJIbKO >KeJlaHUe 6Jiara, 4To IIpU
BCel CBOeU JIIOOBU K MY)Ky OHa He MOYKeT II0Be-
PUTH B €r0 pacCy’KAeHUs U 4TO TaK, KaK OHa XO-
deT, OymetT Jydile, 1 caM Hukura PemopoBuy
YBUAUT 3TO BIIOCIEACTBUU. HO BOJIKOHCKUM CTO-
171 Ha CBOEM, TO eCThb IIPOZ0JDKaJI OBITH II0-IIPeK-
HeMy JIaCKOBBIM M MWJIBIM, HO HUKOIZAa CaM He



3aBOJIMJI PasroBOpoB O IleTepbypre, Korga ke
Arpadena IleTpoBHa 3aroBapuBajsa 06 3TOM —
Ha4yuHaJ I10-CBoeMYy ybeXJaTh ee, U ell CTAaHOBU-
JIOCh HEIIPUATHO U 60S13HO.

"/la 4TO OH B CaMOM [eJe? — AyMajia OHa. —
OH cuuTaeT MeHd IJIyllee, HepadyMHee cebs, BOT
4To0... PasBe g1, HaKOHeIl, He MOTy IIOHUMAaTh, UTO
JIydllle ¥ 4TO Xy>Ke? BpeMmsd HjeT, a MBI 371eCh, B
IJIyIIU (Tellepb, KOTZa OHa Oblia KHATHMHEN BoJr-
KOHCKOM, MHUTaBa Kasajach el IJIVIIbI0), HUYe-
ro He JlejlaeM, )KUBeM, He 3Hasd, 3a4eM, a BpeMsa
IIPOXOJHUT, JIyylllee Bpems!"

OHa saKMypHBaJIa rjas3a U IIpejCcTaBIsaIa Ce-
6e IleTepObypr 60JLIINM O6OTAaTBIM TOPOMOM, TZe
BCe BeJIMKOJIEITHO U I7le MOKHO OBLJIO BBIEIUTh-
Cs1 ¥ CTOMJIO ITopaboTaTh HaJl 3TUM.

Takue MUHYTHI CTaJd 4Yallle W yYallle HaXoO-
OUTH Ha Hee, KOTZA OHA OCTaBasIach OJHA CO CBO-
UMHU MBIC/TISIMH, U, HaKOHeIl, CTaJId I1epeXOJUTh
B KaK0e-TO TOMHUTeJIbHOE COCTOSIHUe THeTYyIllel
TOCKH, OT KOTOPOH HeJsIb3s OBLJIO HAaNTHU cebe Me-
cTa.

"UTo0 C HEe? — copaluBa cebsg KHsA3b HUKH-
Ta, BUOA ee XOJOMHBIM, "He >KUBOU" MJII HEro
B3IJISII, KOTOPBIM OHa WHOIZIA TaK 3JI0 U TOPZO



CMOTpeJia Ha Hero B IIociaenHee BpeMs. — He
6oJibHa JI1 OHA?"

OH 1o1po60oBaJI CIIpocuTh Arpadeny IleTpos-
HY: He He3OpPOBUTCA JIU eil. OHa paccepauiach.

— 4 spopoBa! TeprieTh He MOIy, KOIZia MeHd
CIIpalllMBalOT TaK — BCerfa YTO-HUOYABL CIIyUHT-
cd moToM! — OTBeTHJIa OHa, B YIIOp, He YJIbIOA-
ACh, CMOTPs Ha Hero. — M 4To 3a 0X0Ta AyMarTh,
4TO BCe 60JIbHBI?

OHa 3Hasa, YTO HaMeKaeT 3THUM Ha 3aHATUSI
My’Ka MeJMUIIMHOM, 4YTO 3TO OyZeT HeIPUATHO
eMy, HO el UMEeHHO X0TeJIOCh ClieJIaTh eMY 00JIb-
HO.

Huxkwura ®eo0poBHY B3IJIAHYJI Ha Hee, KaK-TO
CTpaZlaIbueCcKH yJIbI0asICh, U 3Ta yJIbIOKA ellle 60-
Jiee paccepguia Arpadeny IleTpoBHy.

"OH cMmeeTcd Hafo MHOM!" — pemruia oHa. U
BZPYT HU C TOI'O HU C CEr0 HaroBOpHJIa MYXKYy ca-
MBIX OOMHBIX CJIOB, CAMBIX 00MHBIX Belllel, KO-
TOpBIe, OHA 3HaJa, OyAyT eMy 0COOeHHO HeIIpU-
SITHBI.

ITocsie atoro pasroBopa Hukura ®enopoBuy
HEeCKOJIBKO JHeH XOAWJI 3aJyMUYUBBI W IIOYTH
He 3aHMMaJICsl CBOMMHU KHUTaMU.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa IlepBad IIPHUIILIA K HEMY



IIPOCUTH IpoleHHUd. OHa YyBCTBOBaJa Cebsl BU-
HOBHOIO IIpefi My>KeM 3a TO, UTO OCKOpOHJIa ero,
HO BMecCTe C TeM el, BHHOBATOM, Ka3aJoCh, UTO
Terepb HukuTta ®emopoBud 6L 60Jiee YeM KO-
I7a-1M60 Ha IIpaB IIpe] Helo, 3a CBOM MBICIH U
IIOCTYIIKH.

OHu noMupmianch. OFHAKO KHA3b HukuTa
BUJIeJI, UTO IYIIIeBHOE COCTOsIHUE JKeHbI He M3Me-
HUJIOCH IIOC/Ie IIPUMHPEHUs, 3aJyMUYHUBOCTE He
HcYesJa C ero JIMIA, ¥ OH He BEePHYJICA K CBOUM
KHHUTaM. OH Tellephb IIOM0JITY I1araj U3 KOMHAaTHI
B KOMHaTYy, He CIIellla, He TOPOIIICh, U YacCTO 3a-
XOAMJ K CBIHY, UTpaJl C HUM U ObLI 0CO6€HHO
JIACKOB ¥ He)KeH.

— TBI TOYHO TIpe[; OTHE3[L0M IIPOIAEIIbLCSI C
IoMoM, — 3aMeTuia ArpadeHa [leTpoBHa.

OHa oIgTh OBLIa B CBOEM COCTOSIHUHU yIHeTe-
HUA.

BOJIKOHCKHUI, He OTBETHB, TOJIBKO BHHMa-
TeJILHO II0CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, ¥ OHA BUJieJIa, YTO OH
IIOHSJI, UYTO OHA XOTeJla CKa3aTb BMECTO "IIpef
0THe3noM" — "IIpeJl CMepThI0", HO yAep>Kalach.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB KHA3b HUKHUTA yCTYIIHII JKe-
He. OlHaKoO, CHUAI 3a 06eJ0M, OH IIOCJIe JO0JITOTr0
MOJTYaHUsA CKasaJl, Kak OblI ;yMas BCIYX:



— Ecuiu OBl TBI 3HaJIa TOJIBKO, UTO MBI TepsieM,
YTO MBI TepsieM!

Ha fpyroii >ke leHb Ha4aJ/IMCh COOPBHI, a Yyepes
IBe HeJlesi BOJIKOHCKYe yeXaJu B IleTepOypr.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa OKHJa, TOYHO BCe
IIpe’kHee BepHYJIOCh K HeM, U COOpBI B OPOIY,
caMa Jlopora, HeCMOTpPsI Ha BCe ee Heyl00CTBa,
IIpHe3] B CTOJIHILY, pasoyapoBaHHUe €l0, KaK IO-
pojZioM, ellle HEYCTPOEHHBIM M [ajIeKO He CTOJIb
IIBIIIHBIM, KaK Boobparkana ArpadeHa IIeTpoB-
Ha, BCTpeya C POAHBIMH, 3HAKOMCTBA, — BCE 9TO
IIPOIILJIO KaK CYaCT/IHBOe CHOBUIEHUE.

BoJIKOHCKHIT O6YATO caM OKHUBUIICHA, CJIOBHO
Tellepb U OH OBLI COIJIACeH, YTO TaK [elCTBHU-
TeJIbHO OYZeT JIyullle.



I
B NMETEPBYPTE

He craso uMIteparopa Ilerpa, ¥ MeHIIIHMKOB
IIpA IIOMOIIM TBapAWM BO3BeJ Ha IIPeCTOJI
ero cynpyry ExkaTtepuny. Ha pocCHUiICKOM TPOHE B
IIePBBIN pa3 ITOABUIACE JKEHIIMHA, Ce/IaBIIasiCa
caMoZiep>KaBHOI0 TrocyzapeiHe. KoHedHO, 3TO
OBLIIO KpPyIIHOE COOBITHE W 00 HCTOPUYECKOH
Ba’KHOCTH €ro BIIOC/I€CTBUU OBLIIO U, BEPOITHO,
OyzeT ellje MHOIO HaIlMCaHO; OJJHAKO OHO BOBCe
He HMeJI0 TaKOI0 3HauyeHWsd /I COBpPeMeHHU-
KOB, Ha IJIa3aX KOTOPBIX IIPOMU30LLIO Torga. Hu-
KTO He 3a60TWJICA 0 TOM, OyZeT JI1 IIPOAOJIKEHO
Hayatoe [leTpoM [feso Impeobpa3oBaHus, UIHU CO
CMEPTBHI0 ero0 YMpeT BCe CHeJlaHHOe MM, Kak
CJIeICTBHE OLHOM ero JIMYHOM BOJIU, WUJIH, HAIIPO-
TUB, OyZleT pasBUBaThC, KaK HEUYTO TaKoe, K Je-
My Poccus yke maBHO Oblia IIOATOTOBJIEHA U
JIMIIL JKJaJjia, YTOOBI CTaTh Ha TOT IyTh, KyAa
BBIBeJI ee BeJIUKHUM UMIIepaTop.

i jrofedt, 6BIBIIMX CBUETEJISIMU 3TOTO CO-
ObITHsI, HEMUHYEMO CMeIUBaJINCh JIMUYHblEe UX
MeJIKFe WHTepechl C TeM, UTO IIPOMCXOLUIO U



4TO MMeJI0O UCTOpHUYeCKoe 3HayeHHe. [JTaBHBIM
06pasoM TyT Ba>KHO OBLIO I HUX, KAK KMEHHO
CaMH OHH IIONafyT B IIOLHABIIYIOCS BOJIHY — 3a-
XJIECTHET JIX OHA UX WU IIOMOKeT BBIILIBITH, 00-
masa >ke ¢opMa BOJIHBI OCTajlachb, pasyMeeTcd,
IJI1 HUX He3aMeTHOI0. SICHO cTaJo, YTO 3Haye-
HHe MeHIIMKOBa, CHILHOIO IpH IleTpe, Temepb
ellle YBeJIMYMUTCH, U OH, CUACTJIMBBIN Oa/I0BEHb
CyAbOBI, IIPOOUBIINICA W3 HEU3BECTHOCTH, OV-
IeT, 6e3yCI0BHO, IIePBEHCTBYIOIIIUM JIUI[OM.

CTapuHHEBIEe PYCCKHE POJBI, B YHCJIEe KOTOPBIX
cTosid T'oUIBIHEL U /lOJITOpYKHe, OKas3alHuCh
HeJJ0BOJILHBIMHU. Takyke MHOIO OBLJIO HeZ0BOJIb-
HBIX U Cpefyd YMHOBHUKOB, KOTOPBIX MeHIIH-
KOB, 3aHATBHIN IJIaBHBIM 00pasoM BOMCKOM, 3a-
ObLT UM o6olles. HemoBoJIbHBIE, COeTUHSSICH,
MaJIo-liIoMaJsly CTa/ld KPUCTaJIM3UPOBaTHCA B
KPY>XKH, U U3 HUX 06pasoBasiach IIapTHs BeJIH-
KOro KHs34 IleTpa, ZecATU/IeTHero CbIHA IIapeBU-
4ya Ajtekced IleTpoBHYa.

VM4 11apeBHYa C ero HeCYacTHOI CyAb00I0 U
VIIOPHBIM, MOJIYAJHBBIM IIPOTHBO/IEHCTBHEM
HOBIIIECTBaM OTIIa IBUJIOCH Telleph KaK Obl 3Ha-
MeHeM IIPOTUBHOI0 MeHIINKOBY Jiareps U JeJia-
JIO BEJIMKOI'O KHSA3S JIMIIOM, C KOTOPBIM HEBOJIb-



HO COeJUHSINCH HaMeXIbl HeTOBOJILHEIX. K TO-
My >Ke BeJIMKHU KHA3b, KaK €[IHHCTBEHHBIN II0-
TOMOK MY>KeCKOTO I10JIa U3 BCEro IfapCKoro poza,
HMeJI Topaszgo 6oJiee paB Ha KOPOHY, yeM Eka-
TepHHAa, U BCe IIOHUMAJIM, YTO >KEHIIMHAa II0Ka
TOJIBKO yCTpaHWIa pebeHKa OT IIpecToJia, HO YTO
HacTaHeT BpeMs, KOIZia 3TOT pe6eHOK BhIpacTeT.

Jl11 BOJIKOHCKHX BCe 3TO IIPOM3OIILI0 HAPARY
C XJIOIIOTaMU 00 YCTPOMCTBE UX J0Ma, KOTOPBIA
OHU CTPOMJIM cebe Ha BacCHUIBLEBCKOM OCTPOBe
(MMITepaTOPCKUM YKas3OM ObLIO 3allpell[eHO Ha-
HHUMAaTh nmoMenieHus). KHsa3p HUKHTa Bce cesian
IUIA JKeHBI: Ilepeexasl Ha )KUTbe B CTOJIULLY, OT/e-
JIaJI TaM [I0M, HECMOTPS [aKe Ha TO, YTO I 3TO-
r'0 IIPUIILJIOCE BOMTH B JOJIT'H, HO He X0TeJl U3Me-
HUTH CBOU IIPUBBIYKHU U IIO-IIPEKHEMY OCTAaJICH
HeJIIOMUMBIM, He COOOIIUTEeJbHBIM, XOTH [aJjl
KHATHHe ArpadeHe II0JHY0 CBOOOLY IIOCTYIIATh,
Kax eli 3absraropaccyaurcs.

VYMHas, 0T/IMYHO 06pa3oBaHHas U BiafieBIilas
HEeCKOJIbKAUMU g3bIKaMU, KHATHUHSI CKOPO cobpa-
JIa B CBOEU T'OCTUHOM I1eJIbIH KPY>KOK, B KOTOPOM
CBOMMHM JIIOJbMU CTaJIu ObIBaTh y Hee UepKacos,
KabuHeT-ceKpeTapb, ceHaTop HesenuHckuy, Be-
cesioBcKUi, IlamkoB, Erop IBaHOBUY, COBETHUK



BOEHHOM KOJIIeTHH, U A6paM IleTpoBuu I'aHHU-
6aJ1, U3BECTHBIN IIPUOJIMYKEHHBIN IIOKOMHOTIO TO-
CyZaps, ero Jrobumery aparl.

KuAruH4a cpasy cyMmesa IIoCTaBUTEH cebs B Ile-
TepOypre ¥ He IIOTepsIach TaM.

CHauasla OHa He Cpasy MoOIJIa OIIpeJesUTh,
4ero ey CJe0Bajio, CO6CTBEHHO, NOOUTHCA U KO-
ro Jep>KaThbCsl, HO BCKOpe II0JIO’K€HUE BBISICHU-
JIOCh CaMo C060I0.

BeslMkuil KHA3L — ellle pe6GeHOK; HY>KHO
3/leCh 3apy4YUTHCSI U MeJJIEHHO, HO IIPOYHO CTPO-
UTh CBOe 37aHue. PaHO WK MO3HO OH B30OHET
Ha IIPecTos, ¥ 06 3TOM-TO BPEMEHU HYKHO Y-
MaTh U pacCUYUTHIBAThL Ha Hero. CecTpa BeJIUKOI0
KHs134 HaTasbs AjleKceeBHaA He TOJIBKO JIpy>KHA C
OpaToM, HO UMeeT OTPOMHOe BJIMSHHE Ha Hero:
BOT ITyTh, KOTOPBIN JOBEZET K yKeJJaHHOM I1esIH.

U Arpadena IleTpoBHa OKpyXKuWiaa cebs
JIIOABMHU, IPOTUBHBIMU MEHIIIUKOBY, U CJeJla-
JIaCch IIeHTPOM IIOKa ellle HebGOJBIIIOr0 KPYy»KKa,
coOMpaBIIIeToCs B ee TOCTHUHOM. Bckope B 3TOM
TOCTUHOM IIOABMJICA MaBpHH, BOCIIUTATe/b Be-
JIMKOI'O KHS31.

Arnipesnib 1726 roma ObLI GeCIIOKOMHBIM MeCs-
neM B IletepGypre. /[Be HeZeau He coOHpasicd



y>Ke BepXOBHBIN TallHBIA COBET, TOCYAAPBIHA ObI-
JIa BCTpeBOJKeHa II0JAMEeTHBIMU IUCbMaMU, U I10
TOpPOYy CHOBa XOLWJI CJIYX, BIIPOYEM, yKe He pas
HaIIpaCcHO BO3HUKABIIINI, HO TeEM He MeHee BCe-
Iga IIPOM3BOAUBIIMI BIleUaTJeHUE, O TOM, UYTO
KHA3b Muxawia MuxaisioBuu 'OJIUIIBLIH JBUHYII-
csa Ha IleTepOypr cO CBOEH YKPaMHCKOK apMHU-
ero.

Kaxk Bcerpa, Korga JirogsM 4TO-HUOYIb OYeHb
X0YeTcs1, OHU OXOTHO IIPUAAI0T Bepy U 3HAUYEHUEe
BCEMY, UTO MaJIO-MaJIbCKU COOTBETCTBYET UX JKe-
JIaHUAM, TaK U Tellepb MHOTHe B IleTepOypre ay-
MaJId, YTO OHU HaKaHYHe BeJIMKUX COOBITUU, U
BBICUHUTHIBAJIU 110 ITaJIbIIAaM IIIaHCHI O60PHOEIL.

— H3BOJIbTE BCIIOMHUTH, — KPUKHYJ Bece-
JIOBCKUI B TOCTHHOU ArpadeHbl [IeTpOBHBI, —
KTO Yy HHUX eCTh?... TosiIcTOM rpad — XOpOIIo,
ATlpakCyvH — Hy, OH reHepa-afMHupal, 1a Belab
cTap, cTap A0 TOro, YTO BCe PaBHO YTO HUYETrO; U
0CTarTCa MeHIIIMKOB /ia repIior I'oJIINTHHCKUHA.

— A Beb KaKyI0 BOJIIO TepIior-TO B3I — U B
coBeTe CHUJUT, U yepes Hero Bce UeT, — BCTABU-
J1a BosIkOoHCKasd.

— YTo mopesiaeTe, KHIATHUHA? — OTBevaJ ey,
pasBopas pykamMu, HeslefuHCKHE. — OH — MYyX



CTaplllel JOYKH ee BeJIMYeCTBa; He CTaHeTe >Ke
CIIOPUTHL C HUM! — M OH HAaCMeIIUIUBO YJIBIOHYJI-
co.

—/la caMm MEeHIIHUKOB Yy’Ke IIpenyIpesusI
Bac, — BO3pasuJiI BecesoBCKUM, KaK OyATO Ha ca-
MOM [iejle-TO OHH COOHMPAIHUCh yrKe CIIOPHUTH C
reprorom. — OH He MOYKeT IIPOCTUTL €My IIpef-
ceZaTeJILCTBO B COBETE.

— Tak, 3Ha4YuT, y HUX y’Ke IIOLIIM PasMOJIB-
KH B cepefie? — saMeTH/I Hesle[MHCKHI, CHOBa
yJIBIOASACH.

— B TOM-TO M fejio, — IIOAXBAaTHUJI BecesioB-
CKHH, He 3aMeuas, YTO TOT YMBIIIJIEHHO YIIOMSI-
HyJI cepefly, IIOTOMy 4TO TalHBIM COBeT COOH-
paJicd 06BIKHOBEHHO II0 Cepe/iaM.

Ho Arpadena IleTpoBHa IIOHAIa U YJIBIOHY-
JIaCk.

F'aHHHUOAI CHUfeJI II0 CBOeMy OOBIKHOBEHHUIO B
yIJy, Ha CBOEM H3JIF00JIEHHOM MeCTe, C KPeIlKo
CTUCHYTBHIMH Ha IPYAH PYKaMH, B MOJIYaJ, HS3-
pejKa JIMIIEL BCTABJIAS CBOU 3aMeYaHUs.

— Hy, a ®eodan, — cKasaa 0OH, — 3TOT IIOHE-
BoJIe OyZieT Ha UX CTOPOHe. BeJIMKUI KHA3Sh eMy
He nipoctut "lIpaBay Bosiu MoHapIen".

— Yrto0, 4T0?... PeopaH? — OIIATH 3arOPSAYHII-



cs1 BecesoBckui. — A nesro Mapkesta? HblH4Ue
MapxkeJu1 06BHHseT ero B [Ipeo6pa’keHCKOH KaH-
nesigpuu. HeT, OH He cTpalleH!

— I'Bapausg, rBapus cTpalrHa!l — Kak OBl IIpo
cebs IIPOroBOpPUJI YepKacoB, XOAUBIIUN 110 KOM-
HaTe C CePbe3HBIM JIMIIOM H OIIyCTHB I'0JIOBY.

Ho 111 BecesioBCKOIo, BUJUMO, He CYIIeCTBO-
BaJI0 HUKAKHX IIPEIIITCTBUH.

— A yKpauwHCKasd apMuA? — BOCKJIHUKHYJI
OH. — KHa3p Muxanin MUxaioBUY JBUHYIICI, U
Y2K Ha 9TOT pas OHO BEPHO.

— Jla, KasKeTcsd, 4YTO [ABHHYJICS, — IIOLTBED-
Il HesequHCKUM, — II0pa eMy...

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, JOBOJIBHAL, UTO B €€ [10-
Me HJIeT KaK CJIelyeT Cepbe3HbIi pasroBop, CHJe-
JIa, YAO06HO IIPUCJIOHUBIIKCH K CIIMHKe AUBaHa
U, 0/100pss1 YIBIOKOM IOCTeH, Urpajia BeepoM, KO-
TOPBIM, II0 IIPUHATON ellle B MUTaBe Moje, 6b11
BeCh ITOKPHIT aBTOrpapaMu BBIJAIOIIHXCS JIHIL,

— A6paM IleTpoBuy, — obOpaTmjach OHa K
l'aHHMO6aIy, — BBl JOJ/DKHBL MHE TOKe HallMCaTh
Ha Beepe YTO-HUOYAb.

— Ecii BBl MeHd IIpH3HaeTe JOCTOMHBIM, —
OTBETHJI C IIOKJIOHOM aparl ¥ YJIbIOHYJICA CBOUMU
6eJIbLIMHU, POBHBIMH 3y0aMHU.



Abpam IleTpoBuu ObUI OYeHb HYKHBIN I
BOJIKOHCKOM 4YeJIOBeK, TaK KaK OH, IIpeIrofaBadi,
II0 IIOPYYEHUHI0 TOCyAapbhlHH, MaTeMaTH4ecKue
HayKU BEeJIUKOMY KHf3I0, CUUTAJICI B UHCJIE ero
HaCTaBHUKOB U OJIM3KUX K HEMY JIMII,

B 3T0 BpeMs JIaKeH JOJI0XKHII 0 IIpUXo/e Iart-
KOBa.

ITammkoB BoIlleJI B TOCTHUHYIO, KaK CBOM UeJIo-
BeK, U, II03[0pPOBAaBIIUCH, C YJIBIOKOM II0/as
Arpadene IleTpoBHe TIpSASHBIM KJIOYOK IpPy6OMt
OyMary, cJI0’KeHHBIU B BU/Jle IIMCbMa.

— JTO UTO0? — CIIPOCHJIA KHATHUHSA, OTCTPaHdI-
SCh U OPesIJIMBO II0JHUMAs PYKH.

— JI0JDKHO OBITH, IIOAMETHOE IIMCbMO, — 00b-
scHuI ITammkoB. — S ero y Bac Ha KpbLIblie Ha-
1reJ.

— BoT, HanwM, Kyja IOAKHUABIBATHL IIHCh-
Ma! — 3acMestica BeceJTOBCKH.

— AX, 3TO, JOJ/DKHO OBITh, OUeHb UHTepec-
Ho! — ckasasia ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, Bce-TaKU He
Kacasch nmucbMa. — [IpoutuTe >xe ckopee!

[TamkoB pas3BepHyJ 6yMmary M CTaJl YUTaTh:
"H3BecTHe MeTAM POCCHHMCKHM O IIPUOJIMKAI0-
11eucs moru6esnr PoccUiicCKoOMy IOCyAapCTBY, KaK
npu 'ogyHOBe Haf IjapeBHYeM /IMUTPHUEM YUH-



HeHO: II0HeXXe KHA3L MeHIITNKOB UCTUHHOTO Ha-
clefHuKa, BHyka Ilerpa Besmkoro, IpecroJia
yoKe JIMIIWJL, a II0CTaBJ/IAKT Ha IIapCTBO Poccui-
ckoe KHsa3g [losureiHckoro. O, rope, Poccusa!
CMOTpPH Ha IOCTYIIKH, UX, UYTO MBI JaBHO IIpOJa-
HEBI!"

— A Begpb JIOBKO COCTaBJIEHO! — 3aKJIFOUMII
ITamkoB. — Ha Hapoz MO>KeT I10[e}iCTBOBATh.

— JItT060IIBITHO, KTO 3THM 3aHHMAaeTcsd? —
CIIpocyI YepkacoB. — BHIHO, YTO 4YeJI0OBEK He
IPOCTOM.

[TammkoB CMSAJI IIUCBMO H, IIOJOHAI K IIeUKe,
Opocui ero Tyaa.

— A BBI 3HaeTe HOBOCTB? — CIIPOCHJI OH, IIO-
BOpauyMBasCh Ha KabJylyKe U 3aXJIOIIHYB 3aCJIOH-
Ky. — PaOyTuH IIpuexaJl.

I'pa¢ PabyTHH, KOTOPOIO y>Ke HeCKOJIBKO Bpe-
MeHH CO [HA Ha JieHb >X1anu B [leTepOypre, 6611
nocost KapJsa VI, umriepaTopa prMCKO-HEMEIIKO-
ro.

I'nasa Arpadensl IleTpoBHBI 3abiiecTesd, U
JIUII0 O’KUBHJIOCH.

— Tak 4To K BBl MOJIYUTE [0 CUX IIOp U He
CKa’keTe? — 3aroBOpmja OHa, IIPUABUIAsICH K
crosy. — Korza oH mpuexaa? OTKyZa BBl 3HaeTe



3TO0, KTO BaM CKa3aJi?

— CaM BHzeJI, ceryac, efy4yy K BaM. /oM emy
IIPUTOTOBMJIM Yy MOIIIKOBA; IIPOe3’Kar — BIDKY,
3eJjieHas KapeTa CTOUT; TaUAyKH, Kyuepa — TOXKe
B 3ejJleHb C 0OeJsIbIM OfleThl; HUYero, KpacuBo.
Cripocwii, KTO IIpHexall, — IOBOPAT: PaGyTuH...
BeII¥ ero BEIHUMAaJIH.

— W MHOrO0 Belrei? — 0CBeOMIJICSI BecesoB-
CKUU.

— Jla, u3psamHo.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa 3agymMasiacb C TOPKe-
CTBEHHOU YJIBIOKOM Ha rybax.

— Ilpue-xaj! — IIPOTAHYJIA OHA.

— A oTUero BBl TaK HHTepecyeTech UM, KH-
TUHA? — crpocui ITamkos. — £ He 3HaJI, a TO GBI
TIOCIIeIIINJI COOOITUTE IIePBEIM JIEJIOM...

— /la Kak ’Ke He MHTEPECOBAThLCSA? — Hallepe-
PBIB BCceM KpUKHYJ BecesoBckuili. — Bennb IleTp
AJleKkceeBHUY, CO CTOPOHBI CBOEM MaTepH, — POJ-
HOM IUIEMAHHUK aBCTPUMCKOM UMIIepaTpH-
I1bl, — 3HAUUT, PaOyTUH OyeT Ha CTOPOHE BeJIU-
KOI'0 KHA34, a BeJlb 3T0 — cuIa!

— Xopo11o 65 ¢ HUM 3HaKOMCTBO CBECTH II0-
oJIrKe, — 3aMeTHJI Hesle TUHCKH.

— UTO0 7K, 9TO MOKHO, S [yMalo, BOT uepe3 AG-



pama IleTrpoBuya mau MaBpHHa, — IIPOTOBOPIII
YepKkacoB, CHOBa 3aXOUBIIIHI IT0 KOMHAaTe.

— MoO’KHO ellfe Jierye M IIPOINe, — CKasaja
ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa. — B IIepBHIil Xe pas, Kak
PabyTUH OyZeT y MeHs BedepoM, s IIpPUIJIallalo
Bac K cebe...

UepkacoB IIPHOCTAaHOBUJICS; OCTaJbHEIE, KaK
Obl yAUBJIEHHBIE HEOXKUIAAHHOCTBHIO, IIOCMOTPe-
JM Ha KHATHHIO, U OHa HAaWBHO OIJIAfesIa HX,
TOYHO r'OBOPS:

"Hy, na, PabyTuH 6ygeT y MeHs1, U TYT HET HU-
Yyero yIUBUTEILHOTO".

Ha zipyroii ke ieHb BeCTh O Itpueszie PabyTu-
Ha pasHecjaach II0 BCEMY IOPOJy M OTOJBHHYJIA
Ha BTOPOM IUIaH BCe OCTaJIbHbIE TOJIKH.

T'opojckue pacckaskl M IIEPecyAbl CJIeIHIN
yoKe IIOYTH 38 KasKAbIM IIIaroM aBCTPHUICKOIO
nocya. Kasazoch, ysHaIH BCIO IIOJHOTOTHYIO: Ka-
KOB OH CO00I0, CKOJIBKO Y Hero ILIaThs, CIYyT, KaK
OH JIep>XUT ceOs1 — U BCe OT3BIBHI OBLIM 6JI1aro-
IPUATHEL. BIIpoueM, OJHOTO He MOIJIH Y3HAaTh —
caMoe IJIaBHOe — 3aueM II0osgBuMJICA PaOyTHH B
[TeTepbypre?

B IpHUABOPHBIX KPY’KKaX TOBOPUIIH, KaK OY/I-
TO IIOJ, CEKpPeTOM, HO Ha CaMOM JeJIe JKeJjIasd, YTo-



OBI OHO CTaJIO TJIACHBIM, YTO aBCTPUUCKUU I10COJT
IIpHUexal g 3aK/IIYeHUs J0r0BOpa ee BesIrye-
CTBa C ero IApCKUM BeJMYeCTBOM OTHOCHUTEJIb-
HO TYpelKUX U WHBIX [lesI, 0OIUX [JIs1 000UX TO-
cyzapcTB. Ho aToro 6s110 Masio. Y Hac 6bL1 CBOM
IpeJcTaBUTeNb B BeHe — JIOHTMHCKHUMI: OTYEro
OH He MOT 3aKJ/IIOYUTE I0T0BOP?

Cranu cieguTh 3a PaOyTUHBIM, K KOMY OH IIO-
eZleT U C KEM CBeJleT 3HaKOMCTBO.

PabyTuH, TOTYaC II0 CBOeM Iipuesfe, OBLI
IIPUHAT TOCyJapblHEM 4YacTHBIM  06pasoM,
Ipe’k[e TOP;KeCTBeHHOM ayJHeHIIHH. 3aTeM OH
OBLT Y BEJIMKOT'O KHS34 U €r0 CeCTPhL, IIOTOM 00'B-
exaJl Ba’KHBIX I1epcoH B IleTepOypre, 6e3pasyiny-
HO, K KaKOH OBl IapTUX OHU HU IIpUHAJJIeKaJlH,
HO y MeHIIMKoOBa OB HapaBHe C IPYIUMHU, He
BBIJIeJIUB €T0 13 UrCJla IIPOYUX.

YV KpbUIBIIA JloMa KHATMHH BOJIKOHCKOH TO-
Ke BUJeJHU 3eJIeHYH KapeTy aBCTPUMCKOIO
I10CJIa.

Kuases HukuTa, IepecessiCb B yroay >KeHe B
[TeTepOypr, HEB3/IOOWUJI 3TOI0 rOpoja, TOHYBIIIE-
ro, Kak eMy KasaJoCh, B 6osioTax. OH Tak U He
MOI OT[eJsIaThbC OT TOIO Y>KaCHOTO, TsDKeJIOro
BIIeUaTJIeHUs, KOTOPOe IIPOU3BeJH Ha HEro, —



KOI7la OHU IO 'be3’KaIH II0 TOIIKOMU, ITTy6OKO 3a-
cachblBaBIlleM KoJieca, popore K Iletep6ypry, —
ob6e300parkeHHbIe TJIeHUEeM TPYIIBI JIOIIalel, Ba-
JIIBIIIUXCS II0 CTOPOHAM 3TOM JOpPOrd. Jl0KAJIH-
Bas, MpayHas, Cblpas IleTepOyprckasi BecHa BCe-
I7la OKasblBajJla Ha HEro y/pydarolllee TelCTBHE.
[IpuUOI>KEeHUsI 3TOT0 BpeEMEHH OH JK/aJI C BHYT-
pPeHHUM 6e30T4eTHBIM cTpaxoM. OH 3HaJ, YTO
BeCHa He 0001ieTcs I Hero 6e3 CTpalIHbIX I'o-
JIOBHBIX 00JIel, KOTOpble aKKypaTHO IIOBTOPS-
JIMCh Y HETO U MYYMJIH, TOUHO KaKHe-TO TBep/bIe
IIOYIIIKY HEYMOJIUMO CIaBJIWBAIU €My BUCKU U
3aTBHLJIOK.

BOJIKOHCKOMY, KOTOPBIM CTpajajl Telephb ITH-
MM CBOMMHU I'OJIOBHBIMH 60JIIMH, OBLJIO He 710 Pa-
OyTuHa W He 0 ero Iipuesfa. OH yXe Helesd
IIOJITOPBl He BBIXOAUWJI M3 CBOEM KOMHATHI, Ifie
cupesI, IMOo[yKaB HOTYU, Ha AWBaHe, B XajlaTe U C
00BsI3aHHOM TeIILIM IIATKOM, HaIloJ00He YJaJ-
MBI, TOJIOBOI0 — €JUHCTBEHHBIM CpeJCTBOM, KO-
TOpPOe IIOMOTaJI0 EMY.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHA IIPUBBIKJIA K T'OJIOBHBIM
60J1sIM MYy>Ka, 3HaJsla, YTO OHU IPOUAYT, UTO €My
HY>KHO TOJIBKO OTCHJIETHCS CO CBOUM ILIAaTKOM
Ha T0JIOBe, ¥ He 6ecIioKouaack. OHa 4acTO 3aX0-



IWjia K HeMy U CIIpallliBajia, He Hy>KHO JIU Yero.
Huxkura ®eo0poBUY — eCId 3TO OBLII0O BO BpeMs
Ipucryna 60U — OOBIKHOBEHHO MaxaJl el py-
KO0, 4YTOOBI OHa yIIIa, WX — KOIZla eMy ObIBa-
JI0O JIerdye — nejiajl OZHOCJIOXKHBIE BOIIPOCHI, U
KHATUHA CaJUIach U pacCcKas3blBajla eMy.

— TrI 3HaeIb, — 3aroBOpUJIa OHA B OJUH U3
TaKUX IIPOMEXXYTKOB, — K HaM CHOZa IIpuexa
aBCTPUMCKUMN IIOCIaHHUK PabyThH. OH Hy)XeH
MHe... U 04eHb Jla)ke HYy’KeH, — Jo6aBUjIa OHa,
3aIlMHasiCh.

BoJyIKOHCKUI, 0605CH IIOIIEeBeJIbHYTH TOJIOBY,
IIoKasaJs IjlasaMi, UTO IIOHMMaeT 3TO UM Ha Bce
corsiaceH. Ha caMoMm ke [esie eMy OBLIIO pelllu-
TeJIbHO BCe PaBHO.

— Hy, Tax BOT, — IIpojgoJpKana ArpadeHa
[leTpoBHA, — OH y>Ke ObLI Y MeHS yTPOM, U MHe
HY)KHO cfejaTb [AJI1 HEero Beuep, IIPUIJIaCUTh
CBOUX — 3TO HE0OXOIUMO.

OHa oCTaHOBHJIACh U BOIIPOCUTEJILHO IIO-
CMOTpeJia Ha My’Ka.

OH, He ABUrasCh, MOJIYaJ, IJIasaMH TOJBKO
CIIpalIuBagd: "B UeM Ke 1eyo?"

— Jla 1 He 3HaI0, KaK Tebe? Tebs 3TO He obec-
IIOKOUT? BripoueM, Be[ib MBI Oy/IeM /1AJIEKO OT Te-



05, B TOCTUHOM, U Tebe HHUYEro He Oy/eT CJIBIII-
HO.

— AX, TIo’KaJIy¥CcTa, 4TO K MHel.. II0KaJIyit-
cTral — ¢ TPyZOM BBITOBOPUJI BOJIKOHCKUI U, II0-
4yBCTBOBAB OT JBUJKEHUS PTOM HOBBIU IIPUCTYII
601 B TOJIOBe, 3aKpbUI IJ1a3a M OOJIe3HEHHO
CMOPIIUII ITIeKH.

— UTo, OIATH? — THUXUM, COO0JIE3HYIOIUM
LIEIIOTOM CIIPOCHJIA eTo0 KeHa.

OH TOJIBKO MaxXHYyJI PyKOI0 ¥ 3aCTOHAJIL.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa OCTOPO’KHO, Ha ITBIIIOU-
KaX, BBIIILJIA U3 KOMHATHI.

Beuep KHATMHU B 4YeCThb PabGyTuHa ypaJcs
KakK HeJIb3d JIydllle ¥ OBbLJI BIIOJIHE GJIECTAIIHM.
Cpexasioch II0uTH moJ-IleTepbypra, U B ropoje
3a0eCIIOKOUINCh U 3aTOBOPUJIM O TOM, UTO MOT-
JIO OGBITH 06IIlero Mexxay ArpadeHoi IleTpoBHOMI
U PabyTUHBIM, KOTOPBIM, BUAUMO, OTHOCHUJICA K
Hell 0UeHb BHUMAaTeJIbHO. MaJjo TOro, II0CjIe Be-
yepa OH IIPOJOJDKa y>Ke 3alpoCTO II0CeIaThb
KHATVHIO, U 60/1bHOM Hukura demopoBuUdY, Ha
CBOM OOBIYHBIN BOIIPOC ’KeHe, KTO OBLII Y Hee Ce-
TOJHs, 4Yallle ¥ yYallle CTajJ II0Jy4aTb OTBET:
"I'pad PabyTuH!" — TaK 4TO, KOIZia HAKOHEL] BoJI-
KOHCKHUU OTCHUJIeJICS OT CBOEU 60JIe3HU U BHIIIIe]I



U3 KOMHATEL, 3TOT aBCTPUUCKUM IIOCJIaHHUK, O
KOTOPOM OH CJIBIIIAJ TO U JIeJI0, OBLI yoKe U eMy
UHTepeceH.

— [IosHaKOMBb >Xe MeHd C TBOUM PabyTu-
HBIM, — CKasaJl OH ’KeHe, K ee yIUBJIeHUI0, II0TO-
My YTO OUEHb PEeIKO HUHTepecoBasICd TeMH, KTO
ObIBaJI y Hee.

U B mepBbIl JXe pas, Kak Ipuexayn PabyTus,
OHa II0CJIajIa JOJI0KUTE 00 3TOM MYXKY.

Hukura ®emopoBUU IIOUEMY-TO COCTaBUII Ce-
6e moHsiTHe o rpade PabyTuHe, KaK 0O CeMeHHOM
4JeJjIOBeKe, IIpHeXaBIlleM C Ba)XKHBIM IIOPY4YeHU-
eM, TOPAOM U CMOTpPSIIEM HECKOJILKO CBBICOKAQ,
HO YMHOM U 6BIBajIOM, C KOTOPBIM, MOKET ObITh,
OyZeT MHTEepPeCHO IIOTOBOPHUTh.

W3 BceM «KOMIIaHHUH» CBOEH >KeHbI OH JIFOOMI
becemoBaTh TOJMBKO C TlaHHHUOa/JOM Ja HMeJ
HeKOTOpLIe CHOIIIEHUA C BecesIOBCKUM, KOTOPHIA
yepes cBoero 6para, IIpo>KMUBaBIIIero B JIOHOHE,
JlocTaBaJl KHS310 KOM-KaKyhe KHUTH.

OpHako, BOMAA B TOCTUHYI0 ArpadeHs! IleT-
POBHBI, OH YBH/IEJI, UTO HACTOSAIUU PabyTHH BO-
BCe He IOXO0XK C BHUy Ha Toro PabyThHa, KaKuM
OH €ero IIpefCcTaBJsI cebe. ITO OB MOJIOOU Ye-
JIOBEK, CTPOMHBIM U WU3AIIHBIN, C KpPacUBBLIMU,



HeKHBIMM 4YepTaMH JIWIla U U3BICKaHHBIMHU Ma-
HepaMu. OH TaK JIOBKO BCTaJI ¥ IIOKJIOHHUJICH, TaK
JIOBKO CHJleJl Ha HeM OesIbId TI'pOoJeTypPOBBIA
¢paHIly3CKUU KapTaH C 3eJIeHBIMU OTBOPOTaMH
U TaK KpacHUBO Ha ero 6esioM Kams3oJle JekaJa
3eJIeHasl OpJieHCKas JIeHTa, 4YTO KHA3hL Hukura
HEeBOJIbHO CMYTHJICI U IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OT-
BBIK OT 00IIIeCTBa 3THUX OJIECTAIIHNX CBETCKUX JIO-
el U IojkasieJ, 3aUueM eMy 3aX0TeJIOCh 3HaKo-
MUTBCA ¢ PaOyTHHBIM.

I'pad, IOKJIOHUBIINCHL BOJIKOHCKOMY OCOGEH-
HO BEeXKJIUBO, IIpUYeM, OJHAKO, OBLIO SICHO, YTO
OH KJIaHfeTCd TaKUM 00pa3soM He MMeHHO BoJ-
KOHCKOMY, a IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, UTO IIPUBBIK TakK
KJIaHATbCA BCeM 0e3 HCK/IIYEHHUs, — CeJl [I0-
BOJIBHO PasBg3HO B Kpecjo W, 00pPaTHUBIIMUCHL K
Arpadene IleTpoBHe, NPOJOJDKaJ HadaThId C
HEeI0 pasroBOp O CBOMX BIleYaTIeHUSAX B IleTep-
oypre.

PabyTHH roBOPUJI I10-QPAHIIY3CKU C HECKOJIb-
KO XY[0 CKpbIBaeMbIM HeMeIIKHMM aKIeHTOM U
HEeIIPaBUJIbHOCTIMH, HO >KHBO H OCTPOYMHO.
BoJIKOHCKHUM 3aMeTHJI, 4To PabyTHUH 3HaeT, 4TO
ero pasroBOp KUB U OCTPOYMEH, M KaK OyATO
caMm ciyliaeT cebd. 9TO eMy He IIOHPaBUJIOCh. He



IIOHpPaBHJIACh TakKKe KHA3I0 HUKHWTe Ta YUTH-
BO-TIPMJIMYHAsA PasBA3HOCTBH, C KOTOPOIO Ipad,
II0/PKaB HOTU B IIIEJIKOBBIX, JIOBKO 00XBaThIBaB-
IIIUX er0 KpacCHBEIe HKPBI YyJIKaX, U KaK-TO CBO-
00HO JeprKa TPEYIroJbHYI0 LIUIAIY C IIBIITHBIM
IIepoM, CMOTpeJI IIpsAMO B IvIada ArpadeHe IleT-
pOBHE, B 3TH MHUJIbIE, OPOIrHe 11 KHA3s HUKH-
THI IJIa3a, CBETHUBIIHECHd [0 CHX IIOP I Hero
JIMIIIL OJHOTO CYACT/IMBOIO YJBIOKON. BUIUMO
ObLIO, YTO PabGyTHH IIPUBBIK CMOTPETh TaK Ha
BCeX XOPOILIEeHbKUX >KeHIIIUH U, COOCTBEHHO I0-
BOPsI, HUKTO He MOT OBl IPHUAPATHCA K HEMYy 3a
9T0, HO Hukute ®efOpOBUYY HEIIPUATHO OBLIO,
KakK CMeJI 3TOT KpPaCUBBIM, 4y>K0M, bor 3Haer, 3a-
yeM IIpHeXaBIIWN MOJIOJOMN YeJIOBEK OTHOCHUTD-
cs1 K ero ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe, KaK KO BCSIKOH
APYIrOM XOPOILIeHbKOH KEeHIITHHE.

BOJIKOHCKHI 3HaJI, UTO OHa OBbLIa XOpolla H
4TO JIy4llle ee He OBLJIO Ha CBeTe; HO IIPU UeM JKe
TyT PaGyTUH U KaKoe J|eJI0 eMy 10 BCero aToro? A
MeX/ly TeM 3TOT PabGyTHUH CMesIcsd, pasroBapu-
BaJI, LIIyTUJI U OBLI OYeHb JOBOJIEH CO00I0, KakK
OyZATO BCe, YTO OH Jesiasl, 6blI0 0UeHb X0POIIo U
He00XOMMO U [OCTaBJIAJIIO HEU3BACHUMOE Y/I0-
BOJILCTBUE ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe.



Hukura ®enopoBud Imocrapasicsa HOMMaTh ee
B3IV, HO OHa He CMOTpejla B €ro CTOPOHY.
IIpaBja, OHa HU pasy He B3IJIAHYyJIa U Ha PabyTu-
Ha, HO BOJIKOHCKOMY y>Ke KasaJIoCh, UYTO OHa Ha-
POYHO JeJsiaeT 3TO B CMYILEHHH, XOTSI OH 3HAJ,
4YTO ec/Id 61 OHA IIOCMOTpeJIa Tellepb Ha PabyTH-
Ha, — OH, HukuTa ®elopoBUY, He OTBETHII OBl 3a
cebs.

HepaBHUe TroJIOBHBIE 00JIA OBLIM TOMY IIPH-
YHHOM, UJIH IIPOCTO BOJIKOHCKHM OTBBIK OT 3TOI0
obpallleHUsI MOJIOZBIX JIFO/IeH, HO TOJIBKO OH UYB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO €My HeCTePIIMMO IIPOTHBEH H3III-
HBIM PabyTHH C ero JIEHTOM U 3eJIeHBIMHU HKpa-
MH, H UTO OH He MO>KeT OCTaBaTbCs JOJIbIIIE B
9TOM TOCTHHOM, HO BMeCTe C TeM U HH 34 UTO He
YHUZEeT U3 Hee, HU 3a UTO He OCTaBUT U_X OJHHX.

OH cupes1, CTUCHYB 3YOBI U 3JI0 YCTaBUBIIMCh
Ha PabyTHMHa, KOTOPBIM HECKOJIBKO pas 3aroBa-
pHUBaJI C HAM, HO KaKIbIA pas IIoJy4al TaKou
OJJHOCJIO’KHBIM OTBET, UTO IIepecTasl 00palaTbCsa
K KHsA310 Hukure.

BoJIKkOHCKas BHJeIa COCTOSIHHE My»ka U 060s-
JIach, YTOOBI OH He HAroBOopu/ PabyTHHY Jepso-
CTeH.

— UTo ¢ TO60X0? — IIPOroBOpHJIa OHA HAKO-



Hell, KOIZja ee roCTh, paCKJIAHABIIHUCD, yeXal.

Kuasp HUKHTa TOJBKO Telephb, OCTaBIIHCh
OJUH C KEHOI0 Y BHUJS ee II0-IIpeKHeMy MUJIOe
JIUIO, IIPUIIIeSI B Ce0s1 ¥ OIIOMHUIICS.

— Huyero! — oTBeTHII OH, IIPOBeJs PYKOIO I10
rosioBe. — HHU4Yero... TOJIBKO g K 3TOMy PabyTHHY
HUKOIa 60JIbIIIe He BBIHLY.

C aToro mHa BOJIKOHCKUM Ka)KABLIM pas, Kak
y3HaBaJI, YTO y €ero >KeHbl OB PabyTuH, 60J1es-
HEHHO MOPIITUJICI ¥ He PacCIIpaIluBal O HeM.

YacTele II0CeIlleHHsS MOJIOO0I0, KPacHBOIO
HHOCTPAHHOIO Irpada B floMe BOJIKOHCKON HeMU-
HyeMO JOJDKHBI OBLJIM II0aTh IIOBOJ, K IIepelllerl-
TBIBAHUIO B IIeTePOYPICKUX TOCTHHBIX, U Ma-
JIO-IIOMaJly HayaJlach CO3/laBaThCs CILIeTHS.

PabyTUH IpHHAaA/IeXKaJl K YHCIY TeX TUILIO-
MaToB, KOTOpPEIe, 6y1arofaps JaHHBIM UM OT IIpH-
POABI CpeACcTBaM, He TOJIbKO COCTaBJIAIOT depes
JKEHIIIUH CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO Kapbepy, HO H
yCTpauBalOT MHOIHe [eJja, IIOPyYeHHbIe UX Be-
oeHuio. PabyTUH 110 3TOM YacTH [aBHO IIPHOO-
PeJI ¥ BBIJIEPIKKY, U OIIBIT.

[IpaBpa, CIUIETHd, ellle IJIyX0 XOAWBIINAas H3
YCT B yCTa B BHJE JOTa/loK, He MOIJIa JOMTH [0
Huxutel ®enoposuuya. Ho nosgsieHue PabyTuHa



yoKe IIPUHECJIO B cepAlie BOJIKOHCKOTO KaILIH TO-
peyH, KOTOPYH OH HallpaCHO CTapaJiCsd 3arJy-
U Th. OH IIPeAYyBCTBOBAJ U 3HAJI, YTO CTPEMJIe-
HUS JKEHbl He MOTYT TOP’KeCTBOBAaTh HaJ, €ro
IIpaB/io¥, KOTOpas OTBepraja 3TH CTPeMJIEHU, U
XOTeJI, YTOOBI OHA COOCTBEHHBIM OIIBITOM yOeu-
Jlach B 9TOM, U He 060sJICS 10 CUX IIOP 3a CBOe CYa-
CTbe; HO Tellepb BIAPYT, KOTZa OH YBUEJ 3TOTO
rpada, B ero Ayllle IIeBeJbHYJIOCh UYBCTBO, II0-
XO’Kee Ha CTpax, U OH BIIEPBbIE OILIYTHJI pas/pa-
’KeHHe U HeJ0BOJILCTBO 3aTesIMH >KeHBI, KOTO-
pble caM >Ke NOIIyCTUJI. PasymeeTcsi, HeUero ObI-
JIO U AyMaTb HUATH Hasag. Ho Ipexge eMy He
IIPUXOWJIO B TOJIOBY BMEIIUBATHLCSA B JlejIa yKe-
HBI, OH IIPOCTO >K[aJl Pa3BsI3KH, YBEPEeHHBLIN B
TOM, KaKOBa OHa Oy/ieT, a Tellepb OH y>Ke He MOT
OTOTHAaTh OT Cebs 6eCIIOKOMHYI0 MBIC/Ib O TOM, B
yeM, COOCTBEHHO, 3aK/JIIYAI0TCI 3TH «fesa». Ko-
HEeYHO, OH BepwJ B CBOI0 ArpadeHy IleTpoBHYy,
HUHade HeJb3s OBLIO OBl KHUTL, U BCE-TaKH 3TO
IJIyIioe OecIIOKOMCTBO My4ymyio ero. Ho Kak
y3HaTh U KaK 3aTOBOPUTH C HEH0?

A PabyTHH mpojo/pKajl ObIBaTh. ArpadeHa
[TeTpoBHA IHcasa eMy 3allUCKUA U OTIIpaBJIsLIa
IIPU ero II0CpeACTBe KaKue-TO NUcbMa. OHa Kaxk-



IbI Beuep II0J0JITy CHJiesIa Y CBOEIO CTOJIa M HIC-
nMcbIBasa 6oJibIKe JIUCTHI OyMaru. OHa crasa
KasaTbCsd pacCcesHHOI, 0eCIIOKOMHOI, HeTepIle-
JIMBOI0, O’KHajla KaKUX-TO U3BECTUM, MHOIO BBI-
e3kajla U3 [0Ma, He IIPOIIyCcKaja HU OFHOIO Ma-
JIO-MaJIbCKH BBIZjaroIerocs cobpaHus B IleTep-
Oypre ¥ HeCKOJIBKO pa3 e3fua BO IBOpeL] K Be-
JIMKOU KHsOKHe HaTannu AjekceeBHe.

HaxoHe1r BOJIKOHCKHI 3acTaj >KeHY TaKoIo,
KaKOI0 HUKOI7JIa He BUJes ee 6e3 ceOs, — TaKOl0
OHa TOJIKO OBbIBajia B JIy4Ille MUHYTHI UX CYa-
cTha! OHa cupesia BCI CHUAIOIIAs, pafoCTHas, U
0eCKOHEUYHO cyacT/IUBas yJblOKa Obla Ha ee JIU-
ne. OHa 6J1eCTAIIMMU IJIa3aMU TOYHO BIIWJIACH B
IIUCBMO, KOTOpOe JiepsKajia B pyKaX, HUYero He
CJIBIIIIAJIa KPYTOM U He BH/JeJIa.

Kusg3s HuxwTa 6/JM3KO0 IIOJOIIE] K Hel; OHa
B3/IpOTrHYyJIa U OBICTPO CIIpsTasa IIUCbMO.

MHuoro pa3 Hukura ®egopoBUY 3acTaBajl ee
3a UTeHHeM CBOeH KOPPeCIIOHIEeHIINH, HO HUKO-
I7la OHa He IIyrajach TaK, HUKOIZA y Hee He Obl-
BaJIO 3TOT0 CYACTJ/IMBOIO JIUIIA ¥ HUKOIZIA OHAa He
IpsgTasga IHCeM.

— IlokaskuTe MHe IIMCbMO! — BPYT IIPOT0OBO-
pui1 Hukura PefopoBuy.



Arpadena IleTpoBHa 3acMmesach KaKHM-TO
MeJIKUM, He CBOUM, HeIIPUATHBIM 19 KHA39 Hu-
KUTBI CMEXOM U, OTCTPAHUBIIUCHL OT MY’>Ka, KaK
KOIIIKa, BhIpBajsaCch OT Hero M yuuia K cebe B
CIIaJIbHIO.

BOJIKOHCKUI  CTOS, TOYHO KTO-HUOYIb
HeOXHUJaHHO 60JIbHO yIapUJI €T0 U UCYes.

YTo 3TO OBLIO 3@ IIUCHBMO, OTKyZa?... Y IIHUCH-
MO JIA 9TO OBLIO? A MOKET OBITh, IIPOCTO 3AIIKIC-
Ka, HO oT Koro? He oT PabyTuHa xe?

i
PABYTUH

HI/IKI/ITa denopoBUY [0JDKEH OBLII CO3HABATHCA
caM IIpef; co6010, UTO OH PeBHYeT. ITO CKBeP-
HOe YyBCTBO HEOXXHUJAHHO BO3MYTHJIO €ro Y-
LIIeBHBINU II0KOM, B KOTOPOM BCe 10 CHX IIOp Kasa-
JIOCH TaK SICHO U Heu3MeHHO0. OH HUKaK He IIpeJ-
BH/IeJI BOJIHEHHSI UMEHHO C 3TOH CTOPOHEI. IIo-
JIOJKMM, KHA3b HHUKHTa CO3HaBas, YTO €r0 PeB-
HOCTb HEOCHOBaTeJbHa U YTO OH He MMeeT HU-
KaKOIo IIpaBa Ha Hee, IIOTOMY YTO B YeTBLIPHA-
AllaTh JIeT er0 CeMeMHOM >KU3HU ArpadeHa IleT-
POBHA He II0fjaJIa HHU MaJIEHIIIero II0Bo/a K TOMY,



OH COIJIAIllaJIC, YTO PeBHOBAThb OBLIO IJIVIIO,
CMeIITHO, MO>KeT ObITh, HO TeM He MeHee He MOT
JIyKaBUTb, He MOT CKpBITH IIpeJ C000I0 CBOe
CKBepHOe UyBCTBO U MYUYMJICA, CTaPasiCh YCIIOKO-
UTH cebs ¥ T00eTUTH SIBUBIIIETOCS B HEM bOeca.

PasyMeeTcs, OH CKPBIBaJI 3TO OT KEHBI, UTOOHI
He oCcKop6uUTh ee. Ho Arpadena IleTpoBHa 6bL1a
TakK 3aHATa, YTO, Kasajoch, He 3aMeyasa, 4To
IIPOMCXOJUT B Ayllle My»Ka, KaK OYATO el OBLIO
BOBCe He JI0 HeTo.

Bce 3aTo BpeMs OHa, IIPU IIOCTOSHHBIX IIpHe-
Max U Bble3fjaX, TpaTuaa 0CO6eHHO MHOTO JieHeT.
Mesxny TeM cpefcTBa BOJIKOHCKOIO BOBCE He CO-
OTBETCTBOBaJIM TeM TpeboBaHUAM, KOTOPhIe K
HUM IIpebABJIAIN.

W3 nepeBHY, rne BoIKOHCKUU 3aIIpeTUJI BCH-
KHe KpyThle Mepbl, 06POK IIosIyyasicsa Tyro; IleTp
Muxanija0BU4Y B IIOCJIeHee BpeMs IIPUCHLIAT U3
MuTtaBbI Bce MeHbIIle U MeHbIle. KHg93b Hukura
OTKasbIBaJI JIMYHO cebe BO BCeM, HO ero mMedra
YIeJIATh APYTUM K3 CBOEro J0X0/a He TOJIBKO He
OCYIIeCTBJILIaCh, @ HAIIPOTUB, HY>KHO OBLIO TakK
WINM UHave IIOKPBIBATh C KaKIbIM JTHEM YBeJIU-
YUBaBIIMeECS HeJOCTAaTKU.

OHH cofeprKaId IeJIBIM INTaT ABOPOBBIX, Y



KHATUHU OBLJIO HECKOJIBKO IIap JIOIIaZiei, Kape-
ThI, IIPOBU3UA ObLIa OPOTa, U KO BCEMY 3TOMY
HY>KHO OBLJIO pacIIauMBaThCA M0 CIOeJaHHOMY
IS IIOCTPOMKHU [0Ma JOJITY.

Kug3s HukuTa cuuTal He0O0X0IHUMBIM JIejIaTh
BCe 3TO [JId >KeHBI, TBEP/I0 YBEPEHHEIM, YTO Ha-
CTaHeT BpeMs, U, MOKeT OBbITh, OUEHb CKOPO, KO-
rna ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa oTKaykeTcs OT IleTep-
Oypra, 1 OHU yeAyT HaBCer[a, OAHU, B lepeBHIO.
JTO OBLIO CaMOe COKpPOBEHHOe >KesjlaHWe HUKU-
Tl PemopoBUYa, U UCIIOJHEHHE ero KasaJyoCh
BOBCe He HEBO3MO)XHBIM: eMy TaK He HpaBUJICA
[TeTepOypr, YTO OH He COMHEBAJIC, UTO Arpade-
Ha IleTpoBHA He MOXKET He YBUJETh, UTO B Jie-
peBHe JIy4lrie.

O[HaKo II0Ka OHa He y0eauIach B 9TOM, HYK-
HO OBLIO JaTh IIOJIHYK el BO3MOYKHOCTb HCIIbI-
TaTh CaMO# Ha OIIBITe BCe, 1ATh IIOJIHYI0 BOJIKO,
4TOOBI OHA CaMa HalllIa [ypHOe AYPHBIM. A I
KHA351 HUKUTEI JIydlllelo B MUpe KEHIITUHOI0 Obl-
Ja ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, U, II0 €0 MHEHUIO, 3Ta
JIy4Ilias JKeHIMHAa MOIJIa TOJBKO BpPeMeHHO
OIIUOaThHCS, HO eCJIM €U JaTh CBOOOIHBIN BHIOOD,
B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OHA CTaHEeT HellpeMeHHO Ha Ty
CTOPOHY, I'Le IpaBra. M oH cTapajicsad He O0TKAa3bI-



BaTh €4 HU B UeM.

BecTy>XeBBI >XHW/IM BCerfa OOJIBIIMM JOMOM.
[TeTp MuxaryjoBu4 6a10Basl 04b, U OHA, IIOYTH
HHUKOI/Ia He 3HaBIIasg HU B YeM 0TKa3a, HUKaK
He MOIJIa ¥ He yMeJla BOMTH B MeJIKHe pacyeThl
U IIOHATH, UTO MOJKET He OBITH JieHeT, KOIJa HX
HY’>KHO.

[lepBoro Mag 6BLJI0O Ha3HaYeHO KaTaHbe B [le-
TepOypre. BoJIKOHCKas XoTeJsIa I10eXaThb C CBIHOM
M 32 HECKOJIBKO JHeH IIpef 3TUM IIPHIIIa K MY-
JKY, YTOOBI I1ePerOBOPUTHL O IIPEJCTOSIIEM pPas-
BjaeueHUuU. Hukuta ®efopoBHUY CHJIEJ § CBOEro
MUCHbMEHHOIO CTOJIa U IIPU BXOZe >KeHBI OTKIJIO-
HHJICSA Hasaj, II0 IIPUBBIYKE IIePEeKHHYB 4Yepes
CIIMHKY KpecJjia pyKy, B KOTOPOM ieprKaJl I1epo.

— TblI 3aHAT? — crpocuiia ArpadeHa IleTpos-
Ha. Kua3p HukuTa JIaCKOBO B3IJIAHYJI Ha Hee W,
y/b16asICh, II0KayaJsl ros10Bok. OH JII00UII )KeHYy U
ObLI BJIIOOJIEH B Hee TaK >Ke, KaK M Ha Jpyrou
IeHb UX cBaAbObl. HUKOIZla He paccraBasCh C
ArpadeHoir IIeTpOBHOM, OH, BUIA KaK[bIH IeHb
ee MHJIOe JIMII0, PEeIIUTeIbHO He 3aMeyasl B 3TOM
JIMIle HUKaKUX M3MEHEHHH: eMy OHa Kasajach
COBepIIIEHHO TaKO0I0, KaKOI OH YBH/EJI ee B IIep-
BBIH pas, ¥ OH BCerfa ¢ OHHaKOBOI0 HEKHOCTBIO



U BOCTOPI'OM JIF060BAJICA €10.

— IIpeJiecTs MO, PaloCTh! — IIPOTOBOPUJI OH
U XOTeJI B3SITh ee PYKY, YTOOBHI I1011e/I0BaTh.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BHAesa, UTO OH B OCO-
6eHHO KPOTKO-JIF000BHOM HAaCTPOEHUH; HO OHA
IIPUIILIa [JId pasroBopa, KOTOPBI He COBCEM
IOAXOMH/I K 3TOMY HAacTPOEHHIO, H II0TOMY OHa
Cyllle, YeM CJIeZ0BAJIO, IIOCIIEIIIHO IIPOTAHYJIa MY-
Ky PYKY K ryb6aM U IIpOroBOpHUIIA:

— A g K Tebe.

Hukura ®emopoBru moMopiruicd. OH 3HaJ,
4TO 3HAYWIMU 3TU cJoBa: ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
IIPHUIILIA IIPOCUTH JIeHeT.

— 5] ToJTy4YmMJI IUCBEMO CerofHs OT TBOEro 6a-
TIOIIIKH, — CKas3aJl OH, CHOBa IIPUIH0asACh K CTO-
JIy U Ilepebupas Je)kaBlllie Ha HeM OyMaru. —
Bot, — mo6aBu1 0H, Halg IUCbMO, — IIPOUTH!..

Arpadena IleTpoBHa B3IVIIHYJIa Ha 3HAKO-
MBIM, HEACHBIM IIOYEpPK OTI[a U C IIEePBBIX JKe
CTPOK IIOHsIA, B YeM [eJsio, IleTp MuxamimoBuy
IIHCaJI, YTO eMy HBIHYe II0JIOJKeH 3aIpeT B Kyp-
JITHJICKOM TepIIOICTBe BCTYIIAThCSI B TaMOIIIHHE
yIIpaBJeHUsI U TaMO)XeHHble COOpBl M JPYIUX
BCAKHX [0XOJ0B, U BeJI€HO OTHIOAbL HHU 10 Yero
He HUHTEepecoBaThCsd, KPOMe OJHHX MeCTHOCTeH,



OIlpefe/IeHHBLIX BIOBCTBYIOIeM reprioruHe. >Ka-
JIOBaHbS OH-Ile II0JIy4aeT HEMHOIO, Jja U He B
CPOK, a IIOTOMY BBICJIATE [IeHer He MOXKeT U He
3HaeT, KOrJa BEBIIILIET.

— A TBI X/1aJ1 [leHeT OT 0aTIIIKU? — CIIPOCH-
Ja ArpadeHna IleTpoBHa.

— Koneuno, xgaJi.

— 3Ha4yuT, MBI He MO’KeM 3aIlJIaTUTEL 3a CBe-
yh? YV Hac MX MHOIO BBIIUIO, I BeJjiejia elre
B3STh, 3TO HE0O6XOAMO.

Hukuta ®eopoBHY I107KaJl IJIeYUaMU.

— 3epHO, KpyHa, K_a K _e_T C_sI BBIIUIH, —
HeyBepeHHO IIpou3Hecsa ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.

— Hert, 3epHa U KPYyIIBI XBATUT ellje, — YTBEP-
IUTeJILHO IIPOU3HeC KHA3hL Hukura.

— Hy, a xak Xe g 3amuiauy 3a JIOKOHBI? —
CIIpOoCHJIa BAPYT BOJIKOHCKAs.

— Kaxkwue JIOKOHBI?

—/Jla o c4YeTy TaM HY>KHO 3aIUIaTUTH CTO
IATH py6JIet, Ka)KeTcd... BOT TeGe U CUeT, YTOOHI
THI He [yMaJl, 4To 5 JITY.

Hukura ®eopoBUY, KOTOPLIX BOBCE U He JIY-
MaJl, YTO OHAa JDKET, B35l U3 PYK >KeHEI 30JI0TO-
0o0pe3Hyr0 6yMa’kKy, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIIO UeTKO U
KpacuBO HAIIUCAHO:



"[ITeT, KOJIMKOEe YMCJIO CHeIaHO IIPO0 CUSITEJIb-
HYI0 KHATUHIO U MUJIOCTHUBEHINYI0 TOCYJapbIHIO
Arpadeny IleTpoBHY, KHATUHIO BOJIKOHCKYIO, JIO-
KOHOB U IIPOTUEro KaMepIHHepOM ee HUMIIepa-
TOpPCKOIo BessruecTBa IleTrpoM BapToToMm.

degpansi 8 OHA 8 MANBIX MAWKAPAMHBLX
JIOKOHO8 — 25 D.

MawkapamHble dce mypeukue 0/IUHHbLE
80.10¢bl — 10»

dasopumos 8 nap — 16»

4 wmyKu 0012ux 8010C — 8»

2 NOpyUKU MANEHbKUX OAUHHBIX — 32»
3a nepenpasKy SI0KOHO8 — 12»

Hmoeo — 03 p.

Pierre Wartot".

BOJIKOHCKUM, IPOCMOTPEB CUET U HAMOPILUB
JI00, CTaJI, IPUABJIUBAsA, TEPeTh €ro, TOUYHO Y
HEero yecasioch TaM BHYTPH I'OJIOBEL.

—Kak ’Xe 3T0? — IIPOTOBOPHJI OH HAKO-
Hell. — 3Haelllb, ArpadeHyIlIKa, 3TO BCe Uepec-
4yp — TaK MBI He IIPO’KUBEM, IIOKaIYH.

— AX, OIIATH THI 3a CTapoe! — 3aroBOpPMJIa, Ha-
4yyHasg y>Ke BOJIHOBaThCs, ArpadeHa IleTpos-
Ha. — CKOJIBKO pas s Tebe TOBOPUJIA, YTO MBI JKHU-
BeM TaK CKpPOMHO, KaK TOJIBKO MO>XHO! ToJBKO



camoe HeoOxoauMoe... Benb He MOry Ke g He
OBITH OKpYy’Ke€Ha 00CTaHOBKOI, COOTBETCTBYIO-
11eil MoeMy IOJIO’KEHUI0? — CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMU,
nobaBHIa OHa.

— /la BCe-TaKU MO>KHO OBl COKpPATUTH KOe-
4To.

— YTO, 4YTO COKpaTUTHL? THI CKa)Xy, HY, Ha30-
BU!

- /la 1 He 3HAW... HY, BOT XOTh I MHUIIH
OIIATh HOBBIE OaIlIMaKU KYyIIWIM; HY, 3a4eM eMy
CTOJILKO 6allIMakKoB? — cj1abo Bo3pasua Hukura
demopoBUUY.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa paccepguiach 3a TO, UTO
OH TakK CKOpPO HallleJ CBOM IIPpUMeEp U, NepHYB
IUIe4yaMU, OTBeTwIa: "Belb He BOJUTH Ke MHe
ero 60CUKOM?" — U OTBepHYJIaCh, HeJO0BOJIHLHO
HaJyB I'YOKU.

BOJIKOHCKUM TaBHO IIPUBLIK K MaHepe >KeHbI
0TBeYaTh, KOI7la OHAa CepAUach, BCerja IIpeyBe-
JIMYMBas CJI0Ba TOBOPUBIIHNX C HEH, U IIOTOMY
TOJILKO YKOPHU3HEHHO THXO IIPOU3HEC:

— ArpadeHyIlika, Hy, KOrja >kKe s TOBOPHII,
4yTOO6BI THI BOZMJIA €T0 60CUKIM?

Korza oH roBopui «ArpadeHyIlka», BCce IILJIO0
ellle HU4Yero, HO IIpYU BTOPOM II0JIOBUHE ero dpa-



3bl Arpag¢eHa IleTpoBHa BApPYr 00epHyJJIach K
HeMy W HEpPBHO, C BHE3aIHO IIOHSABIIIEIOCS 3JI0-
00, 3aTOBOpPUJIA, TOPOIISICH CJIOBAMH, TOYHO 60-
sJ1ach, YTO CepZlie IIPOM/eT y Hee paHbIIle, UeM
OHAa KOHYUT TOBOPUTH:

—/la 4TO 3TO THI BBIAyMasl YUTaTh MHe Ha-
CTaBJIEHHUs, CJIOBHO KTO fiajl Tebe IIpaBo? S — He
6aTpauka, He 11071as1 Tebe paba, s1 He B HEBOJIE ¥
Tebd... U caMa MOTYy UMeThb CBOX0 BOJIKO... ECJIU THI
CHJHUIIL B OJJHOM MeCTe ¥ HUYero He XOYelllb Jie-
JIaThb — TaK A He Mory Tak. [IoHuMaeIb, 1 Xo4y
U 6yay fesaTh, UTO MHE HpaBUTCA... /la, BOT 4YTO!
He HY>KHO MHe TBOHX [IeHeT, CJIBIIIUIID, He HYX-
HO! — BCTaB y»Ke C MeCTa ¥ BO3BBICHB I'0JIOC, Cep-
OUIach OHa Y, He HAW/d, YTO CKa3aTh elle, CKO-
PBIMHU IIIaraMM BBIILJIA U3 KOMHATHI, XJIOIIHYB
IBEPBIO.

Hukura ®efopoBHY IPYCTHO OIYCTHJI Ha PY-
KH T0JIOBY ¥ 3ayMaJICs.

IJTH BCIBIIIKH JKEHBI, Ka3aBIllecs Kak 0yATO
O0eCIIPUYUHHBIMY, OOBIKHOBEHHO [0 IJIYOHMHBI
AyILIN orop4yasnay ero. Ho oH Bcerga crapascs 00b-
SICHUTh UX cebe U, pa3obpaB IIOJpOOHOCTH, BCe-
I7la HaXOQWJI POJIb II0CIe0BAaTeIbHBIX IIPUYUH
U OIIpaBAbIBaj CBOIO ArpadeHny IleTpoBHY.



OIHAKO CKOJILKO OH HU AyMaJl Tellepb, HUUe-
ro He MOI HAaUTH B OIIpaBJaHHe CEroJHAIIHeHN
BCIBIIIKY. [J1aBHOE, OH He 3HaJI, II04eMy >KeHa
TaK CKOpPO paccepAuiiach U II04YeMy IIPUIILIA YKe
pasapa’keHHOI, T0TOBasg BCTPETUTH IIEJIOK OY-
pero Masieiliiee Bo3pakeHUe.

OueBUJHO, Y Hee ObLJIIO YTO-TO CBOe, CKPBITOE
oT Hukutel ®emopoBuya, BOJTHOBABIIIEE ee, Uero
OH He 3HaJl, U He BIOJHEe ellle I00eKIeHHbIN
HeJJaBHUU 6ec CHOBa IIPOCHYJICS B HEM.

BOJIKOHCKHUI BCTasl U3-3a CTOJIA U OBICTPBIMU
mlaraMM 3axofuy 110 KoMHaTe. Ob6a OHU Te-
epb — ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa Ha CBOel II0JIOBU-
He, OH y ce6s1 B KabHUHeTe, — UyBCTBOBAJIH, YTO
IIOCCOPHMJIMCH, 1 HUKTO He XO0TeJl UJTU MUPUTE-
cA.

KoHuunsica fmeHb, U Ha Opyroe yIpo OHU BCTa-
JIX C OKpeIller, IIPHUHABIICI Y>Ke HM3BECTHYIO
dopmy, 3;106010. Hukura deopoBUU He IIOIIeI
Ha II0JIOBHMHY >KeHEI; OHa He IIlJIa K HEMY.

Hap IleTep6yproM paspasuiach IiepBasl Be-
CEeHHss Ipo3a, ¥ JAaBUBIIUMN C yTpa >KapKOK TH-
JKeCTBI0 BO3AYX PaspsAmMICA U, CIOBHO IIPOMBI-
TBIA [0KZeM, OJlaroyxas pacllyCKaBIIUMUCA
IIOYKAMHU 3eJIeHU.



Kaa3p HUKHUTA OTKPBLI OKHO U C YAOBOJIb-
CTBHEM BJIOXHYJI 3TOT BO3AyX. Ha Hero 1moBesso
CBEJKECTBIO eIlle XOJIOJHOBATO-CHLIPOIO Beuepa,
HO 3Ta CBeXKeCTh ObLIa IpUATHaA, U Hukura de-
IOPOBUY, 06JIOKOTHUBIIIHCH Ha II0JJOKOHHHUK, CTAJ
CMOTpPeTh Ha PaCcCTHJIABIIHUMCA IIpeJ ero IJasa-
MU IIHUPOKHUH, CBOeOOpPasHBIM BUJ, CPaBHUTEJIb-
HO HeJJaBHO BO3HUKIIIero IleTepbypra.

H3-3a HU3KHX KpPBIII HACKOPO YCTPOEHHBIX
MasaHOK BHJHeJIaCh TOP>KeCTBeHHasl, OrpOMHast
peka CBOeI0 IJIaJIKOI0, 03apeHHOI0 KPaCHBIM OI-
HeM 3aKaTa IIOBEPXHOCTBIO, C IIPOPUIEM KPeIIo-
CTH, IJle BBICHJIACh TOHKAA, KpacHBas KOJIOKOJIb-
Hs cobopa. OrojieHHBIe ellle fepeBbs JIeTHETO Ca-
Jia IPUYYyIMBOI0, TEMHOIO CEeTKOM BBIPHCOBBIBA-
JIUCH Ha TepPSABIIIEM C KaKI0H CEKYHI0M CBOIO JIa-
3ypb HeOOCKJIOHe. Beuep OBLJI COBCEM BeCEHHUU,
He I1eTepOypPICKU, HallOMUHAaBIINUI HUKUTe Pe-
JIOPOBUYY JaJIeKyI0 lePeBHIO.

V BOJIKOHCKOIO OTeK, HaKOHeIl, IIpaBbIH JIO-
KOTb, Ha KOTOPBIA OH YIIMPAJICI, ¥ OH MalllH-
HaJILHO II€PErHyJICAd Ha JIeBBIM, HO 9TO CBOE [IBU-
JKeHHUe OH 3aMeTHJI JIUIIb II0TOMY, YTO GJIM Kai-
IIMe IIpegMeTHl IIepeABUHY/INCE ¥ Hero Halpa-
Bo. Terrepb bor 3HaeT OTKyZa TOp4YaBIliee JepeB-



I1e 3aCJIOHSAJIO CBOMMH TOIIMMHU, TOJILIMU BETOU-
KaMH YacTh KpPeIOoCTHOM KOJIOKOJIBHH. OH IIO-
IOBUHYJICA ellle YyTh JieBee, U KOJIOKOJIBHS II0YTH
COBCEM 3aCJI0HUJIACK.

"CTpaHHO! — MEeJIBKHYJIO Yy KHA3d HUKH-
TBI:-KaK 3TO HUYTOKHEIN ITYYOK IIPYTHEB MOYKET
BAPYT 3aCJIOHUTH TO, IIpeJi YeM OH — TaKoe HU-
YTO’KecTBO! — 1 HEeBOJILHO y HEro 3To JiepeBIie
IIOJIYYMJIO CBSI3b C TEM, Ha UTO IIeJIbIi IeHb OBI-
JIM HalIpaBJIEHBI CETOfHsS ero MBICIH. — Heyixe-
JI, — IIPUIII0 €My B TO0JIOBY, — MOIYT MHUHYT-
HBle PasMOJIBKU C >KEHOI 3aC/JIOHUTH CYacTbe
CTOJIBKHX JIET CYIIPY>KeCKOM KU3HU?"

OH 3aKpBUI OKHO U II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO JJaBHO
yoKe IlepecTasl CepAUThHCA Ha KeHy U UTO ceryac
JKe INOJDKeH IIONMTU K HeH, IIOCMOTpeTh Ha Hee,
IIOCMOTpPeTh €M IIPSIMO B IJlada M pacCMesAThbCd
B OTBeT Ha ee YJBIOKY, KOTOPOX OHa HaBepHO
BCTPETHUT €ero.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa 6blyIa B MaJIeHbKOM Ka-
O6uHeTe — CBOeM JII06MMOM KOMHaTe, OUeHb YIOT-
HOM. 3/iech CTOslIa IIPHUBe3eHHas ele u3 Mu-
TaBBI JlerKasi Me6esIb YKeJITOr0 TOIIOJIS, a CTeHBI
OBLIM pacIrcaHbl HO XO0JICTY QPaHIy3CKUMHU XY-
NOKHHUKaMH, IIpHUeXaBIIMMH BMeCTe CO 3HaMe-



HUTBHIM JIeGJIOHOM, II0 IIPOEKTY KOTOPOTO CTPO-
HiICd U caM oM BosikoHckuX. KoMHaTa, OCBe-
IleHHas [BYMs OKHaMH, B KOTOpbIe c1abo IJisjie-
JIUCh CyMEpPKHU yTaclllero JHsd, 6blja I1I0JIyTeMHa.

Hukura PemopoBud, BOMAA, ceMUac K€ YBH-
Iesl IpoQUIb >KeHbl, TEMHEBIIHUN IIpel OZHUM
U3 OKOH. OHa cujiesia y CBOero CTOJIMKa U ObLIa,
OYeBU/HO, 3aHATa YeM-TO OUeHb Cepbe3Ho.

Kusass Hukura cpesas mar Bruepen. ArpadpeHa
[lerpoBHa cuyuTasa JAeHBIH. YacTh JiesKaBIIIHX
IIpeJ Hel 30JI0TBIX MOHET BBIPaBHSJIACH YJKe B
aKKypaTHbIe CTOIIOYKH, OCTaJIbHbIE — JIerKaJIu
elre IIOPSAL0YHOI0 KYUKOIA.

BOJIKOHCKHM IIpeAIIoJaraBIlNM, YTO JKeHa
JKIeT ero IIpUMUpPEeHUs, UTO ee Cepjlie TaK JKe,
KaK y Hero, W TakK ke, KaK 3T0 OBIBajIO IIpeXKJe,
JaBHO IIPOIIJIO — ¥ OHA TOJBKO IlepBas He XO-
4eT UATH MUPHUTHCH, KA COBCEM JAPYroro; OH
HUKaK He ayMaJl, 4yTo ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa CO-
BCeM 3a0bl1a 0 HeM B 3Ty MHUHYTY, UTO OH MO>KET
KaKUM-HUOYyIb 00pasoM II_0_M_e_Ill_a_T b el. A
MeJK/ly TeM OHa 0b6epHyJach, ¥ II0 ee XOJIOLHO-
My, HeIOBOJILHOMY JIHMIY OH BHJEJ, YTO [iel-
CTBUTEJILHO OHa B 3Ty MHUHYTY BOBCe He JyMaJjia
0 HEM, I OH ITIOMEIIIaJI €.



Ho oTKyza Ipyu BCceM 3TOM OBLIN Y Hee [[eHb-
ru?

"Uto aTo? Jloar, cheska, IIpofaska KaKUX-HU-
O0ynb Bemeit? PabytuH!" — BcrioMHWI Hukurta
demopoBHUY.

U BApyr HeObIBasioe OEIIeHCTBO OXBAaTHJIO
BCe ero CyIlIecTBO, OH 3ap0’KaJl BCeM TeJIOM — U
He CBOHMM, CIaBJIEHHBIM TI'0JIOCOM IIPOTOBOPHIIL
4yBCTBYS, UTO He OH CaM, HO OecC BJIafieeT UM:

— OTKypga... OTKya JeHbIU?

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BCTajsa, OIepjaach Py-
KOI0 Ha CTOJI U, BHIIPSIMUBIINCE BO BeChb POCT,
BBICOKO 3aKHMHYB I'0JIOBY, TPO3HO OTBETIIA:

— A Tebe Kakoe /ieJIo 10 3TOr0?

Ee ymi110 6BLJI0O MCKa’KEHO 3JI000K0 M TOPJO-
CTBIO ¥ OTTAJIKUBAJIO OT ceba HUKUTY PenopoBU-
4a.

— Urto? Kakoe MHe [1ej10?... MHe? A TaKoe MHe
IleJio, UTO 9 3HAIW, OTKyZJa 3TU AeHbIu! — OH Bce
boJsibllle U OOJIbIIE 3a[bIXAJICHd, €r0 cepAle Ou-
JIOCh 10 60JIU CHUJILHO, I'PY/[b CAABUJIACh, CJIOBHO
TUCKaMU. — 3Haw, 4YTO OHU OT PabyTuHa!l —
BIPYT BLIKPUKHYJ OH U, yIIaB B KPecJo, 3aKpbLI
JIUII0 PYKaMH.

OH He ITIOMHMUJI y>Ke, UTO TOBOPUJI U fesal. OH



60sJIC OTHATH PYKH, OTKPBITH IJlada U II0CMOT-
peTh, UTO C ’KeHOI0; OH He IIOHMMAJI, KaK S3BIK
IIOBEPHYJICSL Y HEero HaHEeCTU el 3TO OCKopb.ie-
HUe, U He MOI COOOpasuTh, UTO JOJDKHO CIIY-
YUTHCSA TeIlepk.

Ho Arpadena IleTpoBHa ocTaBajsiachb COBEp-
IIIEHHO CIIOKOMHOIO, BCe TaK)Xe OIIepIINCH PY-
KOI0 Ha CTOJI ¥ TOP/I0 3aKUHYB I'0JIOBY.

— [la, ot PabyTHHA... «BbI» yrafiaau! — IIOJ-
TBepAUIa OHa.

Kuasp HukuTa 0)Xujasa BCero, HO TOJIBKO He
aToro. OH OTHSJI PYKU OT JIMIlA ¥ OCTaHOBWJICA
Ha JKeHe [OJIUM, OeCcCMBICIeHHBIM B3IJIAZ0M
CBOUX BJIpyrI IIOMYTHBIIUXCS, HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
IITUPOKO OTKPBITHIX IIas3. Ero JIMIT0 CTasIo U3KeJl-
Ta-6J1eTHBIM U T'yOBI IIOCUHEJIH.

"Tocriofu, UTO ¢ HUM?" — MEJIbKHYJIO ¥ ATpa-
¢eHbI [IeTPOBHBL.

U Bapyr n1paBad Iieka KHs31 HUKUTHI 4acTo U
CYZOPO’KHO 3a/iporKaJia, >KUja Ha JIeBOM CTOPOHEe
LIIeU CTSHYJIaCh, POT APOTHYJ U CKPHUBUJICS, ILJIE-
UM 3aXO[JWJIH MeJIKOI JpOo0b0, U KHUCTH PYK
HeyIep>KUMO 3aMOTaIuCh B pasHble CTOPOHBL.

CMmATeHHe, CTpaX, pacKasgHUe U >KaJIOCTh,
IJIaBHOE — 7KaJIOCTb, OXBaTHU/IXU ArpadeHy IleT-



POBHY, U OHa, 3a0BIB y’Ke BCH0 CBOIO TOPZOCTh,
06Uy U 37100y, KUHYJIACh K MYXKY.

— MUJjbIid... pogHOM... morogu! YTo THI? —
IIPOTOBOPUJIa OHA TOJIOCOM, B KOTOPOM 3Bydasia
HeIIoileJIbHasI He’KHOCTh. — Bojibl Tebe, mocTot!

OHa mnpuHecsIa MY)XXY HU3 CIIQJBHU BOJBI, 3a-
CTaBWJIA €r0 BBIIIUTH U, II0JIOJKUB eMy Ha IlJIeUH
PYKH, CMOTpeJia Ha Hero uciyraHHas, HO CHOBa
JIIOOUBIIAg U IIOTOMY IIO-IIpeKHeMy IIpeKpac-
Hasl.

Kuase Hukura TsDKes10 gbimnan. CyLopor B JIH-
I1e y Hero y»kKe He OBLJIO, TOJILKO PYKH B3/jparuBa-
JIN.

OH cuuJIcs yABIOHYTHCA U YCIIOKOUThCA. EMy
ObLIO [TOBOJIBHO B3IJIAZla >KEHBI, ee JIaCKOBOTO
CJI0Ba, 4YTOOBI BHOBL II0UYBCTBOBAThH PafoCTh U
KU3Hb.

— /la 4TO THI TaK... YTO? — crpocusa Arpade-
Ha ITeTpoBHa. — Hy, CKa)ku BCe, UTO C TOOOXO OBI-
J10?

OHa cejsila My>Xy Ha Ko0JIeHa U 0OHsJIa ero Oof-
HOIO PYKOIO.

CIIoKOMCTBHE II0UYTU BEPHYJIOCHh K HeMy. CBO-
UM UyBCTBOM JIFOOBU, KOTOPOe HUKOIJA He 0OMa-
HBIBAJIO €ro, OH y’>Ke 3HaJl, 4YTO )KEHa HU B UeM He



BHHOBATa IIpeji HUM, UTO BCe OOBACHUTCH, U €TI0
Arpadena IleTpoBHaA OCTaHeTCI UYHCTa, Kak
npexxge. OH 1ocTapascd IIOAPO6HO paccKasaTb
el BCe CBOU TPEBOI'U IIOCJIeSHUX THel, COOOIIUI
0 mucbMe U 0 PabyTuHe. [Ipy yIIOMUHaHUU 3TO-
IO MMeHHU OH OBLJIO CHOBa 3aBOJIHOBAJICA, HO
ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa Iepe6uiia ero BOIIPOCOM:

— /la TBI 3HaeIllb, 3a4eM OH IIpuexaJl B lleTep-
oypr?

—T'oBOpPAT, UTO 3aK/JIIYaTh KAKOM-TO [[OTO-
BOD.

BoJsikoHCKad yJIbIOHYJIaCh.

— /la, 3TO TakK rOBOPAT, a Ha CaMOM [iejie OH
3/leCh, YTOOBI XJIOIIOTATh 38 BEJIMKOTO KHA34.

— IleTpa AnekceeBuya?

— Hy ga! Buauins jiv, — 3aroBopuia Arpade-
Ha IleTpoBHa, — HMMIIepaTPHUIA XO4YeT CAesaTh
HacJIeJHUIIEI0 IIPecToja OJHY H3 CBOHX [[0Ye-
pert. Tepror TOJMIITUHCKUN, MY>K CTapIlled Iia-
peBHEI AHHEI I1eTpOBHEI, BXOJUT Tellepb B MeJIb-
YauIIre OoApOOHOCTH IIpaBJIeHMs, CJIOBHO OYAY-
MUK CyHpyr O6yAylueil rocygapblHA. OHU XOTAT
060MTH BeJIMKOIo KHiA34. Hy, a 3T0 He TaK-To JIer-
KO, — y Hero TOoKe eCThb IIpeflaHHbIe JIIOIH, fa U
CO CTOPOHBI CBOel MaTepu OH — pozaHs ['aMOypr-



CKOMY JOMY; 3HA4HT, AJI1 3TOI0 JOMa BecbMa
Ba)kHO, YTOOBI PYCCKHI IIPECTOJI 3aHUMAJIO JIU-
110, HaxXo/d1Ieecd B 6JIM3KOM POZCTBE C HUM. BoT
aBCTPUMIIBL U IIOCTIAH. ..

— U TBI B 4uncile IIpeJaHHbBIX JIIOEeH BEeJIHKO-
MY KHs310? — cirpocuy Hukurta ®emopoBuy.

— JTO — cTapas UCTOpHUs; 6paT AyieKced yKe
JAaBHO B CHOIIIEHUH C aBCTPUNCKUM /IBOPOM, ellle
C TeX II0p, KaK B BeHe CKPBIBAJICSI OT CBOErO OTIa
IapeBUY Ajsiekcel IleTpoBUY.

— 3HauuT, Bl UTPaeTe B pyKy aBCTpUMIlaM?

— Kak, B pyKy aBCTpuHIlaM? — BCTpPEIIeHY-
Jachk ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, BCTaBasd OT My»Ka. —
JKesiaTh, 4TO6BI B Poccru 11apcTBOBaI KOPeHHOMU
PYCCKUM rocyapb, eAUHCTBEHHBIA MYKCKOM IIO-
TOMOK POMaHOBBIX, pOJHOM BHYK UMIlepaTopa, U
BCEeMH CHJIAaMH IIPOTHBOJEHCTBOBATL BOIlape-
HUIO JKeHIIWHBI, POXKIEeHHON OT HHOCTPAaHKU U
BBIIIe/IIIEN 3aMy>K 38 MHOCTPAaHIlA ke, KOTOPBIN
puzeT U OyAeT TOCIOACTBOBAThH HaJ HaMH, —
II0-TBOEMY, 3HAUYUT, UTPATh B PYKYy aBCTPHUHLIAM?
IlycTh aBCTPHUHIIBI Telleph II0Ka IIOMOTraroT HaM C
ux PabyTUHBIM, a IIOTOM YBUAUM ellle, OYyAyT JIU
OHU UMeTh BO3MOKHOCTH CeCTh HaM Ha IIIel0.

BrIpakeHHe >KeHBI "aBCTPUUIILI C U_X Paby-



THUHBIM" OB1JI0 0CO60€HHO IIpUATHO Hukute defio-
poBUYY.

— Ho 3ayeM >xe TbI 6epelllb 0T Hero...

— JleHbru? — 1mepebuna ArpadeHa IleTpoB-
Ha.— 3aTeM... 3aTeM, YTO y HaC UX HeT, 3aTeM,
4TO OHM HaM HY>XKHBI, U 4TO 60pbba 6e3 meHer
HeMBIC/IUMa. 51 CMOTPIO Ha 3TH JeHBIH, KaK Ha
CpeZCcTBO 60pLOEI 3a 6Jiaroe esio. ITO BCe paBHO.
Ote1; B MuTase 6paJl JeHbIU [jake Y eBpeeB, KO-
I7la OHU eMy OBLIH HY>KHBIL... S 6epy y aBCTpHH-
eB. IIpuget BpeMsa — U oTmaM!

— Ilocroii!.. Ho npu ueM >xe TyT TBI? OTUero
JKe THI SBJIAEIbCs KaKUM-TO YyTh He IJIaBHBIM
JIUIIOM 3]1eCh?

— I[JIaBHBIM — HeT, — CKPOMHO OIlyCKas IJIa-
3a, HO CaMO/I0BOJIbHO YJIbIOAsiCh, OTBETHUIA Arpa-
¢eHna ITeTpoBHA, — a OJHUM H3 IJIaBHBIX, MOXKET
OBITh.

— Kakum >xe o6pasom? /lJIg 3TOr0 HY>KHO BCe-
TaKU UMeTh I10JI0JKeHHe, HY, XOTb IIPH JBOPe.

— S ero yXe HMMeW MHJM BCe PaBHO YTO
HMeIo! — OTBeTH/Ia OHAa M, OTKPBIB CpeJHHI
AIUK CBOET0 CTOJIMKA, J0CTasa OLHO H3 JIeXKaB-
IIUX TaM IuceM. — IIpodecTs? — JIyKaBO Iypsd
IJ1a3a, CIIpOCHIa OHa My»Ka.



— /la Hy! — HeTepIIeJIMBO IIPOrOBOPHII OH.

U Arpadena IleTpoBHa, 06BSICHUB, UTO IIHCh-
MO 0T 6paTa AJiekcesi, CTajla YUTaTh.

"Kak k PaGyTHHY OTCHOZ]a JaHO 3HATh, — IIU-
caJ Asekcer IleTpoBHY, — TakK s K BEJIHKOMY
IBOPY, nabsl oH, PabyTHUH, HHCTPYKTUPOBAH OBLI
CTapaThbCs 0 Bac, YTOOBI BaM IIPU TOCYapbIHe Be-
JIMKOM KHSDKHE I[ecapCKOro BbICOYeCTBa 006ep-
ropMenCTepUHOMN OBITh... BBl U3BOJIBTE C YIIOMS-
HYTBIM PaGyTHUHBIM O TOM CTapaThCs; UTO JKe Ka-
caeTcd MeHd, U 1 HaMepeH II0TepIleTh JOHJeXe
BBl HarpakJieHue CBOe, YUH 00ep-ropMencTepu-
HBI, IIOJIy4UTe, W00 Harpa’kieHHe Moe uepes
BEHCKHUH IBOp HUKOIJA y MeHs He yieT. Cora-
cuTech ¢ PabyTUHBIM 0 cebe, TAKOXK/e U O POJU-
TeJjle HallleM IIPUJIe)KHO upe3 PabyTHHa cTapaTh-
Cs U3BOJIbTE, YTOO I10KaJI0BaH ObLI IpadoM, UTo
PabyTHH JIeTKO YYUHUTb MOXKeT".

— ArpageHyIliKa, TaK 3TO — TO CaMOe IIHCh-
MO? — CIIpOCUJI BOJIKOHCKUM, KpacHes.

— Hy, pasymeeTtca! A TBI UTO gyMaJI?

Arpadena IleTpoBHa XOTejla ellle CKa3aTb
4TO-TO, HO MY’>K He JaJ el JOTOBOPUTH U, BCKO-
4UB, CTaJI I1eJI0BaTh ee.

— Taxk 3To ThI 6yzellb 06ep-ropMericTepUHONU



npu Hatanbe AjiekceeBHe?! — IIPOTOBOPHJ OH
HaKOHeIl,

— Hy, na, 11pu cecTpe BeJIUKOro KHA3.

BosIKOHCKast cUsiia ¥ BCJIEICTBHE COCTOSBIIIE-
rocss IPUMHUPEHUS C MY>KeM, U BCJIe[CTBHE pa-
IOCTHBIX HaJe)X[, KOTOpble Telepb, IIPHU Pasro-
BOpe 0 HUX, CHOBa B3BOJIHOBasIM ee. OHa OblLia
HCKpEeHHe paJia U ey 3aX0TeJIOCh YBUMIETHL COUYB-
CTBHE B MY’Ke, el 3aX0TeJIOCh, YTOOBI U OH Pafi0-
BaJICd BMeCTe C Helo.

Ho Huxkuta ®efo0poBUY TOJIBKO YJIBIOAJICS Ke-
He, KaK yJblbaeTcs B3POCJBIN UesloBeK, CMOTPS
Ha BOCTOPI pe6GeHKa, BOCXUIIEHHOIO, II0JI0XKHUM,
TeM, UTO €My yAaJI0Ch COCTPOUTE U3 UYPOK BEICO-
Kyl 6airHio. TouHO Tak ’Ke, KaK KHA3b HUKUTa
He MOT OBl UCKpeHHe OTOPYMUTHLCS, ecId OBl Halll-
H{ 3Ta pasBaJIAIACh BO BpeMsd IIOCTPOMKH, HJIH
pazsoBaThCs, KOTZa OHa OblIa CI0KeHa, — TOYHO
TakK >kKe OH He MOI paZ0BaThCd YAAaBIIKMMCA ILa-
HaM JKeHbl WJIM OropyarhbCs, ecJd OBl OHU He
YAAJIHCE.

— U Hey>KeJx BCe 3TO TeOs TEIIUT? — Cepbes-
HO CIIPOCHJI OH.

— To ecThp Kak, T e II U _T? — C OTTEHKOM
o6uzel cripocuia ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.



— Hy, Begb MBI JKe IIOMHPHINUCH! — CKasasl
Hukura ®enopoBud. — Yero ke ThI 0O KaEIllb-
ca?

U oH CHOBa He J1aJI e TOBOPUTH, HauaB I1eJIOo-
BaTh ee.

v
KYPNSIHAOCKOE LOENO

repuoruHu KypysaHackod AHHBI 10aHHOB-
VHBI OBLJIO MHOI'O KeHHXO0B, IIOTOMY YTO OHa
SIBJILJIaCh OHOI0 M3 3aBUIHBIX HEBECT, IIPUHOCI
3a c00010 B IIpUJaHOe KYPJSIHACKYI0 KOPOHY. T'o-
BOPAT, UX OBLJIO 0 ABAaAIIaTH, HO CBaAb0Oe Kark-
IBIH pa3 Melllaju IIOJIMTUYeCKHe CO00pakeHUs.
Haxkownerr, B 1726 rogy saBujcad B MUTaBy MoO-
JIOMOM, KpacuBbIii U JIOBKUU rpad Mopuiy Cax-
COHCKUM, IIPOTPEMEBIIHNN CBOUMH yCIIeXaMU
4yTh JIM He IIPU BCeX eBPOIerCKUX ABopax. OH,
HO/ilep>KaHHbBIN He3aKOHHBIM CBOMM OTIIOM AB-
TyCTOM, KOpPOJIEM II0JIbCKHUM, IIpHeXaJll, KaK IIpe-
TeHJIeHT Ha IepILIOICKUU TUTYJ U KaK 'KeHux. C
IIePBOIO JKe B3IJIA/a, C IIePBOTrO0 Ke CJI0Ba I'epIio-
TMHI AHHA II0YYBCTBOBAaja HeyJep KUMOe BIIe-
JeHHe K 9TOMY 4YeJI0BeKY, KOTOPBIM X0TeJI U MOT



CTaTh ee My>KeM.

Kasasoch, cuacTbe Tellepb YJBIOHYJIOCH €.
['s1aBHOTO  IIPendTCTBHA —  HEIIPeKJIOHHOTIO,
HeOoJoJIMMOI0 3allpeTa IAaAu-uMIleparopa — He
MOTJIO OBITB, IIOTOMY YTO [/ YoKe yMep.

YV Mopuriia OblI CH/IBbHBIN 3aCTYIIHHUK U II0-
KPOBHUTEJIb — ero KOpoJib-oTell. CiefoBaTeJIbHO,
ecJu TOJIbKO Mopunia Bei6epyT B KypisgHauu B
TepIiory, HUKTO He IIOCMeeT IIOMeIlIaTh ee CYa-
CThI0. I KypuisaHACKUM celiM BbIOpas rpada Cax-
COHCKOTO0. MopwuIy MOT II0 IIpaBy B35Th 3a cebs U
TaK [IOJII0 TOMHUBIIYIOCA B OLWHOUYECTBE AHHY,
HO BJPYT BCE CYACTJ/IMBLIE I'PE3bI HCUE3AI0T, MeU-
THI TAIOT, KaK BIM, a B JIeMICTBUTEJILHOCTH B MU-
TaBy IpuesxaeT U3 Ilosbimu Bacuauit JIyKuu
JIOJITOPYKUM U 00BABJSAET BHIOOPHI HE3aKOHHBI-
Mu. MaJjio TOoro, IojIiy4aeTcs M3BecTHe, UTO caM
MEeHIIIUKOB yJKe IIobeXasl K KypPJISH/CKOMN Ipa-
Hulle. OH caM 3axoTeJ OBITH TepIIOrOM, U AHHe
HMoaHHOBYE XOpPOIIO OBIIO M3BECTHO, UTO AJIEK-
ca”Hp JaHWIOBUY — He TAaKOHU 4YeJsIOBeK, YTOOBI
He IOCTUTHYTEL TOrO, 4ero IrokesaeT. OHa yIIO-
JKWJIa caMble He0oOXOAMMEBIe Bellld U C OJHOIO
JIUIIIL TeBYIIIKOM, B KOJISICKe, II0eXajla HaBCTpeuy
MeHIIMKOBY. OHU BCTPETHU/IUCEH B Pure.



OfHaKo M3 3TOr0 CBHUAAHHSA HHUYErO0 He BEHI-
w10 i1 AHHBI MoaHHOBHEL. B [leTep6ypre 66110
II0JIYYEeHO IIMCHMO CBETJIEHIIIero Ha UM IoCy/a-
PBIHH, KOTOPOE CTAaJI0 M3BECTHBIM M B KOTOPOM
MEeHIIIMKOB ITHCAaJI, YTO IIOC/Ie pasroBopa ¢ HUM
TepIlOTUHS, YOoerKJeHHas ero, MeHIIINKOBA, OBO-
JaMH, COIJIacHJIacCh, YTO €M HEeIIPUIUYHO BBIXO-
IUTE 3aMy’k 3a Mopmuiia, "ChblHa MeTpeccel’, U
4TO0 H3bpaHHe rpada B reproru KypiasgHickue
IIPUYMHUT BPEJUTEIbCTBO HHTEpPecaM POCCHIM-
CKHM.

Ho mouTH OZHOBpPEeMEHHO BMeCTe C 3THM
IIACHbMOM IIPUIILIH B [leTepOypr U3BeCTHSI O TOM,
KakK JIeHCTByeT IIOSIBUBIIHICI B MurasBe MeH-
IIIUKOB. JJOJITOPYKUI IIHCAI CBOUM POJCTBEHHU-
KaM, bectyxeB — pmouepu. JIeBeHBOJIL/, HMEB-
i B KypiissHAMY HeMaJIo 3SHaKOMBIX U IIPHSATe-
JIeH, IIOJIYYMJI OT HUX ITOCTIaHHe C Y KacaroIMMHU
OPOOHOCTIMHU.

MeHIIIUKOB BWICI B MUTaBy, cobpaJjl II0YTH
HaCHUJIBHO [eIIyTaTOB KYPJIIHACKOIO CerMa, IPo-
3 UM CHOMpBIO U, CTy4a IaJKOI M KpHya Ha
HUX, [Iep3K0 TpeboBaJl CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHOIO M3-
Oopanuda. I'pap Mopury BrI3Baj MeHIIIMKOBA Ha
Iyajb, HO TOT Irpucjan B Murasy 300 cospat



apectoBaTh MopuIia; OAHAKO TOT OTOUJICS.

060 BceM 3TOM B IleTepbypre 3aroBOpPIUIH,
CTapasch IIPUAATHL IIOCTYIKaM MeHIIIMKOBA Xa-
paxKTep 4yTh JIM He IIOKYIIEHUS Ha IIPaBUTEJIb-
CTBEHHYIO BJIACTh.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, IIOTepIIeBIIasd HeyCIleX B
Pure, oTnpaBuWiIachk JUYHO XJIOIOTATh B lleTep-
oypr 3a cBoero «Mopuita». OHa 3HaJjIa, 4TO 3/eCh,
IpPIMO Y TOCYZapbIHU, 11 KOTOPOU MEHIITUKOB
ObLT crJla, BO3BEIIas ee Ha IIPeCTOJ, OHa, AHHA
«/lBaHOBHAa», KaK 3BaJId ee IIPU IBOpPe, HUYEro
He MO’KeT 3HaUUTh, U ee HelloCpeLCTBEHHOe 3a-
CTYIIHUUYECTBO He IIPUHEeCeT HUKAKOM II0JIb3HL
Hy>XHO OBLIO JeHCTBOBATh Uepes3 JIKOJel, UMEeB-
IIIUX CBA3U M XOPOIIIO 3HABIIIHUX BCE XO/bI, YTOOBI
60pOThLC € BOJIEX0 BpeMeHIMKa. Ho K KoMy 00-
paTuThCa?

K 3aBemoMbIM BparaM MeHIIMKOBA — /l0JITO-
pykuM, I'omunbIHEIM, AHHa MoaHHOBHA He pe-
1rajach, II0TOMY YTO 3TO 3HAYUJIO CTATh B IIPS-
Mble Bpa’kleOHble OTHOIIIEHUS K CBeTJIeHIIeMy.
OctepMmaH? Ho 3TOT HeMel XOTd U MOXKET MHO-
roe chesiaTh, OJHAKO IIOCTOIHHO CChLIAeTCA Ha
CBOU HeNyTW U HU JJjId KOTO HHUYero He JieJaer,
KpoMme camoro ce6s. I[IpackoBbs FIBaHOBHA, POJ-



Hasl cecTpa IepIioTMHH, ¥ KOTOPOM OHA MU OCTa-
HaBJIMBaJIach OOBIKHOBEHHO B IleTepbypre, yaa-
JINJIACh OT JBOPA C TeX II0P KaK BHIIILIa 3aMY’K 3a
"IIPUBATHOIO 4esjioBeKa" [MUTpHUeBa-MaMOHOBA,
U HUYeM, KpoMe COBeTa, He MOIJIa IIOMOYL CEeCT-
pe. B nipeskHee BpeMsi JIeBEeHBOJIB], MOT CZeJIaTh
4TO-HUOY/Ib, HO Tellephb OH II0TePsI 3HaUeHHe.

—/la obpaTucb K BOJIKOHCKOM, KHSATHHeE
Arpadene IleTpoBHe, — BCIIOMHHJIA HaKOHeI]
IIpackoBbd HMBaHOBHA, — BeIb OHa— [0Yb
HOHEIITHUM BpeMeHaM, MHOI0e C/e/IaTh.

lepriornHa AHHA IIOMOPINMIACh. OIIATHL 3Ta
Arpadena IleTpoBHa CTaHOBHJIAChb Ha ee IIyTH,
HeIIpollleHas, HO, BUJUMO, He06X0AUMasl.

— /la pasBe OHa MOYXeT UT0? — CIIPOCHIa AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHA II0CJIe HEKOTOPOI'O0 MOJTYaHMA.

— Bo BcgkoM ciydae, — IIOSCHHJIA €M CecCT-
pa,— ecJiM ¥ He MOYKeT caMa cJeJaTh 4YTo, TO
YKaXkeT, KaK U K KOMY 00paTHUThHCH.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA [O0JITO CTapajsack OTCTpa-
HUTBL OT cebs1 HeoO6XOAHMMOCTh eXaThb K BOJIKOH-
CKoM. Ho ueM fasiblile 0Ha gymasa 06 3TOM M
yeM CTapaTe/ibHee HCKajla KaKOro-HUOYAb [PY-
TOro BBIXOJa, TeM HaCTOMYMBee Kas3ajioCh e,



4TO0 KpoMe ArpadeHs! IIeTpOBHBI HeET IPYroOro
JIMIia, 60J1ee IMOAXOMAAIIETO I Havasla ee fieJia.

leprjornHd 1oOBIBajla IIPH [BOpe, Chejazia
BHU3UTBEI BCeM Ba>KHEIM IIepCcOHaM. Besfe ee IIpH-
HSJIH BeKJIMBO, HO JOBOJILHO CYX0 U He JaJIH 3a-
UKHYTHLCA 0 "[mesie”.

OHa He MoOIJIa 3HATh, YTO y>Ke Havasaach Je-
ATeJIbHasA paboTa IIPOTHUB ee TellepelllHero Bpa-
ra. [IocBATUTE ee B 3Ty TaWHYy OIlacaJuCh U3 60-
SI3HU KaKOIO-HHUOYJb HEJIOBKOIO C ee CTOPOHBI
1ara, ¥ OHa JAyMmaja C OT4agHHeM, YTO BpeMs
IPOXOAHUT AAPOM, H YTO OHa HHUYETrO eIlle He CJe-
JiaJia.

— UTo 2K, moefy y>K! — cKasajia OHa cecTpe U
OTIIpaBUJIACh K BOJIKOHCKOIA.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BHUJesla U3 OKHA, KakK y
BOpPOT ee A0Ma OCTAaHOBMJIACH KapeTa IepIIOTH-
HH, KaK C KO3eJI COCKOUMJI TaliyK H, IIpobe’kaB
II0 JIy>KaM IITHPOKOI0 JBOPa, CKPBLICSI B IIOJHE3-
ne.

"HakoHer1l-To! — MeJIBKHYJIO V Hee. — /laBHO
mopal!”

OHa 3HaJIa, 4yTo OyzieT Hy>KHa AHHe F10aHHOB-
He W HApOYHO 37echb, B IleTepbypre, rae TUTYI
«TepLIOTHHA» He 3Ha4YWI HUYero, He exasa K HeH



IepBasl.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, OTOMId OT OKHa, ceja
Ha JUBAH, pasBepHYB IIepBYIO II0IIABIIYIOCA IO
PYKY KHUXKY.

Jlakeii, 10 3aBeleHHOMY IIOPSAKY, ITOJIOKIT
0 rocThe. BoJIKOHCKaA IIPoAoJpKala YATaTh, KaK
OyATO He CyIIas.

— Hy, f1a, mpocuTe! — HaKOHeI] CKasaJia OHa.

OHa He BBIIJIA BCTPeYaTh TEePIIOTHHIO, HO
ocTajlach Ha CBOeM JAHWBaHe, KaK ObLjIa, M TOJILKO
BCTaJla HaBCcTpeuy AHHe MoaHHOBHe, KOrjga Ta
BOIILIA K Hell B KAOKHET.

leprioruHg CUJIBHO W3MEHWJIACHh HA B3IJIAL
Arpadensl IleTpOBHEI, He BUZaBIIIeH ee C CAMOT0
CBOEro O0The3ia U3 MuTaBhl. VY Hee ObLJIa COBCEM
Ipyras Ipruyecka ¢ 6yK/IsIMHU; IIpaB/a, FepIioTHHA
Iesiasia ee cebe elfe Ipu BOJIKOHCKOM, HO TOTrza
3Ta IpHUYecKa He Opocajsach TaK B IJla3a KHATH-
He, KaK Tellephb, I10CJIe HECKOJIBKUX JIeT, KaK OHU
He BHAaJUCh. AHHa MoaHHOBHa TakKXe O4YeHb
II0TOJICTeJIa, U ee JIUII0 CTAJI0 COBCEM KPYIJIBIM,
C HECKOJIbKO HEIIpUATHO OTBHCJIBIMU IIeKaMHU.
[Ipexxne oHa Tropasmo OoJibllle IIOAXOAWJIA K
HeMeIlKUM IIepeTdHYThIM OapbIHIM, KOTOpPEIe
OKpy’Kasiu ee B MuTaBe, a Tellepb, HECMOTPS Ha



JKU3Hb B HTHOCTPAaHHOM IOpO/ie, BUAMMO, OIIyCKa-
JIJaCh M CTAaHOBHJIACh OYEHBb II0X0>Ka Ha MOCKOB-
CKUX O0SpBIHBb, HE YMEBIIUX 0/[eBaThCs B UyrKe-
3eMHBIN Hapsg U HOCUTH I1eJIKOBBIE POOEI C Ta-
jrel. Termepsr HeMEIIKHMH THUTYJ «IepPLIOTHHS»
KaK-TO 0COOeHHO He IIleJI eil.

OHa BoOIlIa KpacHasd, TsOKeJIo [BIIa, ¥ Kasa-
JlaCch B3BOJIHOBAHHOIO; OHa, BUIUMO, UYBCTBOBa-
Jia IpreM BOJIKOHCKOIA.

— A 4 K BaM... — HavaJla OHa U He yTepIIeJa,
4TOOBI He IPUOABUTH "TIO JIesTy".

JTO 3HAUWJIO, YTO MHA4ye OHa He IIpHexasa
OBI.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, Hapy>KHO CIIOKOMHad,
JIt06€3HO yJIBIOHYJIaCh U, KaK BJIACTh UMeEIIas,
CHUCXOJUTeJIbHO OTBETHUJIA:

— YeM MOIY CIy>KHUTB, Ballla CBETJIOCTL?

"SI 6 Tebg pacTrepsasia 3a 3TOT TOH", — IIOAY-
MaJia AHHa MloaHHOBHa.

— BOT uT0, — Hayasia OHa, CIepP>KUBas BOJIHE-
HUe, — CJIBIIIAJIN BB, UTO Y HaC B Kyp/IsaHIUY Jie-
JlaeTca?

Arpadena IleTpoBHa aBHO paccuuTasa, UTo
gaBUBIIasAca B [leTepOypr replioruHs, 03/1006JIeH-
Hasg MeHIIMKOBEIM, 0y[eT KUBBIM CBHJETeJIeM



IIPOTHUB HEro U MOJXKET, eC/IM ee HAIIpaBUThL KakK
cylenyeT, 6bITh OUeHb I10JIe3HOIO.

— Ciplitajzia, — OTBeTHJIa OHA, — 9TO —
ykac!

— /Jla KaK ’ke He y»Kac? — 3aroBOpHJIa reprio-
ruHd. — HM36pasu rpadpa Mopuiia... OH UMeeT Bce
Ipasa...

— Ho Befpb Ballla CBeTJIOCTh yyKe OTKasasach
oT 6paka c rpadpoM CaKCOHCKUM.

— Kak oxasajslacb? — BCTpelleHyJlacb AHHa
HoanHoBHa. — KT0 3T0 cKas3aa?

— HMnepaTpuila mosy4yuaa OT CBeTJIeHIero
COOCTBEHHOPYYHOE IIMCHbMO, — M BOJIKOHCKas
Iepefajla B HECKOJBbKHX CJIOBaxX COJleprKaHUe
IIHUCbMa.

— UT0-0? — BOCKJIMKHYJIa reproruda. — OH
9TO HaIMcasa?... ITO — HellpaB/a, ITO He TaK Obl-
Jo!.. Bel 3HaeTe JJaHU/IbIYAa — SIBUJICA OH KO MHeE
B Pure TakuM, KaKMM HHUKOI/Ia 5 eT0 He BUAJIA...
Hayan kpuyaThb, 4TO MOpPHUI] — CHIH MeTpPeccHl,
YTO OH — MHe He Iapa... Hy, 4To X 1 MoTJa cfe-
JaTh?

— Hy, ¥ BBI COIJIaCHUJINCH C HUM?

— /la He 3HaK0 — TOBOpPWJI OOJIbIE OH, a A
MoJsryasia. HakoHeITl OH cKasaj, YTO TaK M Hallu-



1IeT Bce, KakK OBLIO.

— A BUAUTe, YTO HaIMcas OH?!

— Tak Kak >ke Telepb OBITh? — YIABIIUM TO-
JIOCOM CIIPOCHJIa TePILIOTHHS.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa IIO)KaJja ItedyaMH. En
BeceJsIo ObLIO BUJIeTh, KaK 9Ta >KEHIIIMHA JIPOrKa-
JIa Tellephb IIpeJ HEI0 3a CBOe CYacCThbe, OKUAas
IIOMOIITY OT Hee, caMOJII06HMe KOTOPOH 3ajieBasia
B MUHYVBIIIVE TOJBI.

—UYT0 X [gesiaTh, Ballla CBETJIOCTb, HY>KHO
HOAYUHUTHCA BOJIE CBETJIEUIIIEro, — YJIBIOHY-
JIach OHa.

— Kak, moguvHUTHCA? — II0YTH KPUKHYJIA
Anna HoanHoBHA. — I'Zle 5K 3TO BHUIAHO, YTOOBI
HOAMaHHBLINM BepTesa TaK IJapCKUM AoMoM? UTo
JKe 3T0? JTaK, II0YKaJIyi, OH U BIIPAMb He TOJIBKO
repuorctBo KypJssHACKOe IIOJIYYHT, HO 3aX04eT
U ellle OOJILIIIETO.

— Hy, 60JbIlIeT0 HUKTO €My He AacT! — Me-
HAA TOH, 3aroBOpHsIa BOJIKOHCKas, a 3aTeM, Ha-
CKOJIBKO OBLIIO HY>KHO, IIOCBSITHJIA TePIIOTUHIO B
TaliHbIe IIOIKOIIBI IIPOTHUB BpeMeHIIINKa U yKasa-
JIa, C KeM M KaK JOoJDKHa roBopuTh AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa, U ofbeljajsia eil, 4yTO CO CBOEM CTOPOHBI
cliestaeT BCe BO3MOYKHOE, YTOOBI IIOMOYb eli.



HecMoTpst Ha BCI0 HEIIPpUATHOCTL CBOEIO IIO-
celeHUs: BosIkoOHCKOM, AHHa MloaHHOBHA yexaJjia
OT Hee C CO3HAHUEM, UYTO 3TO IIOCelleHHe OBLIO0
C/leJIaHO HeJlapOoM.

YV Mopuna CaKCOHCKOIO OKas3aJHCh B lleTep-
Oypre ellle 3alllMTHUKHU, WU, BepHee, 3al[UTHU-
I1bI, KOTOPBIX OH, II0 BCEX BEepPOSITHOCTH, U He II0-
nospeBasl. PpaHIy’KeHKH, COCTOSBILME IIPU Ile-
capeBHe EjrsaBeTe M BeJIMKOM KHsDKHe Harta-
Jiny, 6bIM 6e3 yMa OT IIOABUroB MopwuIia, ciasa
KOTOPOro AoluIa 0 HUX. OHU IoCTapauCh Ha-
CTPOUTH B II0JIb3Yy TOTO, BLOO6ABOK OII03THU3HUPO-
BaHHOIO MX ¢paHIly3cKow ¢aHTasuel, repos
CBOMX BOCIIMTAHHUI], KOTOpble TaKUM 06pasoM
CO CBOEH CTOPOHBI SBU/INCH HEBOJBbHBIMU 3a-
cTynmHuIaMu rpada CaKCOHCKOTrO IIpef, IOCyAa-
PBIHEH.

Bce aTH JIro[H, IUTaBIIME B CHJIY CaMBIX Pas-
JIMYHBIX [IPUYUH HEeHaBUCThb K MEHIIIHNKOBY, 3a-
LIeBeJIM/INCh B er0 OTCYTCTBHE UM Hayald CBOIO
pabory.

BoJIKOHCKas C yTpa BhIe3Kaja M3 JoMa HIN
IIpUHUMaJla y cebs, cyeTHach, JeMCTBOBaJIa,
6ecIIOKOMIach U BOJIHOBAJIACh, C TPEBOTOM 0KU-
Iasi, 4yeM KOHYMTCA BCS 3Ta UCTOPHUA, KOTOpas



nMeJia 60J/IbIITYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTE ycCIIexa.

OHa Oostach ellje TOP>KeCTBOBATb M Pafio-
BaTbCsA, HO, IIPeJUyBCTBYs I006efy, BCe BpeMs
OblsIa 0OCOGEHHO B /IyXe M BbIKasblBaja rOpsdyro
JINXOPaZ0YHYI0 AeATeJIbHOCTD.

Ee ymuBisisr Pa6yTuH. HecMoTpg Ha TO, 4TO
BCe, II0-BUAMMOMY, IIJI0 OYeHL XOPOIIIO M CBET-
JleHIeMy Oblla IIOCTaBJIeHAa OYeHb XUTpPAas JIO-
BYIIIKa, U3 KOTOPOM OH efjBa JIX MOT YUTH, Paby-
TUH He IIPUHHUMAJ [eITeJbHOT0 Yy4YacTHsI BO
Bpak/leOHBIX MEHIIINKOBY IIPOMCKAaxX U HUYETO,
Ja’ke TaWHO, He IIpeAIIPUMHHMAaT B IIOMOIIL
Arpadene IlerpoBHe. CKOJIBKO HH IIpo6oBaJa
OHAa TOBOPHUTHL C HUM CepPbe3HO0, OH HMJIH OTIIYYH-
BaJICsA, WK CCBLIAJICA Ha TO, YTO MEHIITUKOB —
KH3b CBAIIEHHON PUMCKOM MMIIEPUU U IIOTOMY
OH He MOJXKeT JeHCTBOBATH IIPOTHUB HEro, He
HMes Ha TO IIPSIMBIX MHCTPYKIIUH OT CBOETO /IBO-
pa. Ho BosikoHCKas 3HaJla, YTO 9TO — BOBCe He
HacTodlIlas IpUYUHa IIoBefeHud PabyTrHa. OHa
IoragsiBajsiach, UYTO aBCTPUUCKUMI II0COJI IIPOCTO
He BEPHUT B BO3MOKHOCTH I1aJIeHHs BpeMeHIITUKa
M II0TOMY CYHTaeT HallpaCHBIMH BCe HAaIIpaB-
JIEHHEIE K 3TOMY YCHJIHS, KOTOPLIM OH, BIIPOYEM,
He ’KeJlaeT U IIPOTUBOJEeNCTBOBaThL. Y ArpadeHa



[leTpoBHA yAUBIIAIACH, KAK MOXKET OH AyMaTh
TaK, KOIZla yCIlexX IIpeflipusaThs OB HeCOMHe-
HeH, U CTapajach «BBIBECTH» aBCTPUMIlA Ha
I0JKeH OBLII BO YTO ObI TO HU CTaJIO IIOJUMHUTD-
cg el. OHa HaxOJgWJIa ero CJIMUIIKOM MOJIOJBIM,
HeCMOTps1 Ha TO, YTO OH OB Ha CaMOM [iesie
cTaplie ee, ¥ TaK ObliIa yBepeHa B cebe U B Bep-
HOCTH CBOHMX pac4yeTOB, YTO CYMUTAIa [OJIOM
CBOUM /I TI0JIb3bI M 00IIedt, U caMoro PabyTH-
Ha, pyKOBOJUThH UM.

PabyTHH Ha 00IIleCTBEHHBIX COOpPaHUAX OBLI
BCeI7la 0OYeHb BHUMaTesleH K ArpadeHe [1eTpoB-
He. CHayasla OH IIOIpo60OBaJl OBLIIO OCOOEHHO
OPUOIU3UTHCI K YMHOM M MHJIOM PYCCKOM KHS-
TvHe, HO BOJIKOHCKas 0UeHb JIOBKO CyMeJsia 000M-
TH 3TO U yZeprKaja MOJIOL0ro rpada B JOJDKHBIX
IpaHUIlaX, OCTABIIMCh, OJHAKO, B IIPEKHUX C
HUM OTHOIIIEHUSIX.

PabyTUH BHJeJ, YTO BCe-TAaKU OHA MOXKET
OBITH IIOJIE3HA €My, ¥ II0TOMY IIPOJ0JDKaJl OCTa-
BaThCd BO3JIe Hee, XOTS UX OTHOIIEHUS JieprKa-
JIUCh YHCTOI0 CBI3bI0 OJHUX U TeX >Ke HHTepe-
COB W IleJIM, YTO, BIIpOYEM, He MeIllajl0 BeCTU
OCTPOYMHYI 6eceqly, B KOTOpOM PabGyTHH IIero-



JILJI CBOEIO JII0Oe3HOCThI0, He yMesl MHaye Pasro-
BapuBaTh C JKeHI[UHAMHU.

Ho co6CcTBEHHO 11 CBOETr0 BJIIOOUUBOIO Cep/-
I1a OH JI0JDKeH ObLI U36paTh APYroi IIpegMer.

BoJsIKOHCKas coluiachk B IIOCIELHSAS BpeMs C
Mapdoir IleTpoBHOU J[OJITOPYKOBOM, [0YepbIO
[Ta¢upoBa, KoTopasg ObLIa 037106J1€eHa IIPOTUB
MeHIIIMKOBa 3a ClleJlaHHbIe UM ee OTIy HeIIpu-
ITHOCTM ¥ TOTOBa ObLIa BCEMH CHUJIaMHU OT-
MCTUTH CBeTJeHieMy. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa ua-
CTO BeuepoM 3aes3rkajla K Hell ¥ 0CTaBaJlacCh, pac-
CKa3bIBas TO, B UeM ycIlesia 3a JIeHb.

Hrosb 6bL1 yoKe Ha UCXOJe, Korja BokoHcKas
sgBUIach K Mapde IleTpoBHe C H3BeCTHEM, UTO
MeHIIIMKOBY II0C/IaH yKa3 HeMeJlJIeHHO BEepHYTh-
ca B [TeTepOypr.

— Bl moiimMuTe, — cKasasa oHa /J0JITOPYKO-
BOM, — 3TO OYeHb BaKHO. OH, BEPOSITHO, He IIO-
CJIyLlIaeTCs, ¥ TOrZia eMy KoHell. ['ocyzapblH Tak
yoKe IIO/IT0TOBJIEHA, U BCe 06CTaBJIEHO...

HecMOTps Ha BCHO CBOIO HeJH000Bb K MeHIIIH-
KoBYy Mapdoa IleTpoBHa ciyiasa c10Ba KHATHHU
IOBOJILHO paccessHHO, [IpaBza, BosKoHCKas yxe
IaBHO CHUJiesIa y Hee, U OHH, Ka3aJIoCh, 060 BCeM
yCIIeJIA I1epeTOBOPUTH U PacCMOTPETh HU3BECTHe



00 ykKase CO BCeX CTOPOH, HO BOJIKOHCKOI Bce
ell[e X0TeJIOCh TOBOPUTH 06 3TOM.

— YTo0 3TO0, BaM He 110 cebe, KaXKeTcs1? — CIIPO-
Cija, HaKOHeIl, OHA, 3aMeyas CKydalollee H
HeTepIleJIMBOe BBIpa’keHHe B IJ1a3ax /[0JIropyKo-
BOM.

— Vcrasia s1, — KOpOTKO OTBeTHJIa Ta. Arpade-
Ha [leTpoBHa Hayasia IIPOIATHCAI C HEI.

— Hy, 1o cBupaHusd, roayoyiika, fai Bam bor
M Ha 3aBTpa ycllexa! — cKasajla II0 0OBIKHOBeE-
HUI0 Mapoda IleTpoBHA, IIPOBOKask CBOI0 TOCTHIO
IO JIECTHMIIBI, & 3aTeM BepHyJach K cebe B Ma-
JIEHbKYI0 TOCTHHYI0 M IIOCHEIIHO IIOAOIIa K
OOJIBIIIMM CTEKJITHHBIM [[BePsIM, BEIXOJUBIINM B
caj; Ha Teppacy.

Ha fgBOpe CTOSA/IM CyMepPKH HIOJIECKOM HOYH.
He60 6b1710 6€306/1a4HO, HO B cafy, I10J YePHBIM
KpPy>KeBOM THXHX [IepeB, Ka3aJIoCh BCe-TaKH Ha-
CTOJILKO TeMHO, 4T0 Mapda IleTpoBHa IIPHIIO-
JKHAIa 06e PyKHU K CTeKIy M IIPUCJIOHUIACH K
HUM, YTOOHI 3aIJITHYTh B 3Ty TEMHOTY. Bce OBLIO
THUXO0 KPYTOM.

JloJITOpyKoBa HECJIBIIIIHO OTBOPHJIA JBEPhL U
BBIIILIa Ha Teppacy. CTpaHHasg TaHHCTBEHHOCTH
HOYM OXBaTHW/Ia €e, U OHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa Ka-



KYI0-TO >KYTKOCTb, TOUHO II[UIIHYBIIYI0 ee 3a
cepanie. Ho oHa mofaBuia B cebe HeIPHUSITHOE
YYBCTBO U IIOJIOIIIIA K IIEPUJIaM.

B riy6MHe a/Uled IOC/IBIIIANNUCH TBEP/BIE,
BU/IHO, IIPUBBIKIIIKE K JIOPOTe, HO OCTOPO’KHBIE
IIIary.

"B Mupe ecms 00HA AUWDb CUNQ,
TI'opdvlii dyx nodeaacmeH eil”, —

BIIOJIT0JIOCA, KaK OBl IIpO cebs, IIpoliesia IIo-
HeMeIIKH /[0ITopyKoBa.

"To yAbl6Ka 8eUHO MU0,
HeoicHblil 832250 ee ouell”, —

HOAXBATHJI TaKKe THUXWM TOJIOC U3 caja, U
BCJIeZ, 3a T€M Ha CTYIIEHBKH Teppachl IIOHSIICSI
PabyTuH.

Mapda IleTpoBHa JBUHYJIaCh €My HaBCTpeYy.

— He 1106110 51 3TUX BalllUX HOYeH, CHIPBIX U
II0JIyCBETJ/IbIX, — 3arOBOPHUJI PabyTHH, BXOAd 3a
JL0JITOPYKOBOM B TOCTHHYI0, KaK CBOM, KaK JJaBHO
O’KHIaeMbId UM >KeJIaHHBIA. — ThI He T0JITO JKIa-
Jla MeHA? — C YJIBIOKOI0 CIIPOCHJI OH, CKU/bIBas
CBOM ILJIalll.

— HeT, 0T MeHd TOJILKO UTO yexaJa BOJIKOH-
cKasg, — oTBeTwsa Mapda IleTpoBHa, cafiach Ha



HeOOJIBIIION AUBaHYUK. — Hy, UaU crofa, 37pas-
CTBYI!..

OHU TOBOPHIIH I10-HEMEIIKU.

— Hy, uTo0 X, 0OHa BCe 0 ero mnajgeHuH XJIOIIO-
4yeT? — CcKasasl PabyTuH, moaxonsa K /[0JIrOpyKo-
BOU U CaJiaCh PALOM C Helo.

— KoHeuHO, MBI BCe XJIOIIOYEM... IeJI0 UIeT K
pasBs3Ke... eMy IIOCJIaH y)Ke yKas, Bce UeT KakK
HeJIb3s JIYYILIe. ..

PabyTuH 1moKayaJsi rojI0BoIo.

— Hy, BOT, ThI Bcerjla He BepHUIIIb! y Tebs Beu-
Hble COMHEeHUs! — CKasaJjia KallpKu3HbIM I'0JI0OCOM
Mapda IleTpoBHa. — A BeJb, Ka’KeTCs, BCe TaK
sICHO!..

Ee BocTOUYHEBIE, KpacHUBBIe YepHBbIe IyIa3a 0OJ1e-
CTeJIM YBEPEHHOCTHI0 U YJIBIOKOM, U BCe JIHIIO0
CHSLJI0O 0COOEHHOK — HECBOMCTBEHHOK €BPOIIEei-
CKHUM, HaJ0eBIIUM PabOyTUHY, >KeHIIMHAM, —
KpacoTow; TOJBKO POT C UyTh BBIIABIIIEIOCH, HO
OTHIO[Ib He IIOPTUBIIIEN ee, HIDKHEI I'y0010, CJIO-
JKIJICS HEIOBOJIBHO CKJIAAKOK. OHa Obla Hemo-
BOJIBHA Ha HEro 3a ero IIpoTUBOpeYne.

— 51 yIUBJIAIOCH OJTHOMY, — CEpPbe3HO 3aroBo-
pu1 PabyTHH, — KakK BBl BCe He IIOHUMAaeTe, UTo



TOCIIOZMiHA, KaK HeJIb3s OCTaHOBUTD IIEIIKOM Te-
yeHHe OO0JIBIIION peKu. Ilapuiia OTJIMYHO ITOHU-
MaeT, 4TO, OTTOJIKHYB ero, OHa BCe IIOTepseT, a
eCJIM ¥ He IIOHMMAeT 3TOTr0, TO repIior I'oJIIITHH-
ckuM ¢ baccoBuueM OOBICHAT €M, XOTSA OBI U3
YyBCTBA CAMOCOXpaHeHUs. Beb U OHU IIpomagyT
Torxa. HakoHel], MEHIIIUKOB CUJIEH B TBAPHH...
A, Ma HUYero U3 9TOT0 He BBINeT! — MaxXHyJ OH
PYKOIO.

JloIropyKoBa OKOHUaTeJIbHO paccepauiach.

— 51 ToKe yAUBIISIIOCH Tebe, ['ycTaB, — BO3pa-
3WJIa OHAa, — THI BOT y>Ke CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH B []e-
TepOypre U BeAb, COOCTBEHHO, HUUEIO ellle He
CHeJiaj IAjId BeJUKOI0 KHSA3d, HU JlaKe NI JI0TO-
BOpa, KOTOPBIA CIYKUI OPUITMATBHOU IIPUYU-
HOM TBOero Irpuesna. Ckaky, IIOXKaIyMCTa, 3a-
yeM JKe THI IIpHexaJl crofa?

I'1asa PabyTrHA COLYPUIIMCh, U OH YJIBIOHYJI-
Cs1, BeceJIo IS/ Ha ee CepAUTOe yrKe JIUIIO0.

— MokeT 6BITh, JIUIIb JIJI TOTO, YTOOBI CY/Ib-
6a cBeJsla MeHs C TOOORO, g IIpHexasl Croja, — OT-
BETUJI OH, IIPOJI0JDKAS YJIbI6ATHCA U CMOTPS IIPS-
MO e B IJIa3a. — A BOT IIpHUIIeJ 51 K Tebe BOBCe
He [JI11 TOTO, YTOOBI CCOPUTHLCI Tellepb, — U OH
JIACKOBO IIOTSHYJICI K HeW U XO0TeJ B3ITh ee Py-



Ky, HO JloJITOpYKOBa OTJEepHYJIa ee.

— TbI 3HaelIb, UTO s TeplleTb He MOTY 3TOTO
4JeJI0BeKa, U He YCIIOKOIOCH 10 TeX II0p... — Haua-
Jla OHa.

— BceMmy cBoe BpeMs, — Iiepebus ee Paoy-
TUH. — [IpHzieT U eMy 4epeq, HO II0Ka S JOJDKeH
ClleslaTh HaCJIeJHUKOM BeJIMKOIO KHS3S U CJie-
JIAK0 3TO! — € OTTEHKOM HeMeIIKOro madoca IIpo-
HU3HEeC OH.

JloJIropyKoBa JIaCKOBO B3IJITHYyJIa Ha Hero.

— 3Hae1s, I'ycTas, Korja Thl TOBOPHUIIE O Jie-
JlaX, MHe BCerJja KaKeTcs, YTO Thl CTapIile, YeM
THI €CTh... HO 6yzieT 0 HUX...

U oHU IlepecTaivi TOBOPUTH O JieJlax.



\'
NMPOMNOBENDb OYXA

Hpomno HEeMHOI0 BpeMeHU — U PabyTUH OKa-
3aJICsl COBepIlleHHO IIpaB. To IIy60KO 067y-
MaHHOe U 00ecIIeYeHHOe B CBOEM YyCIIeXe «JIeJI0»,
HaJi KOTOPBIM C TAaKHM pPBEHHEM XJIOIIOTAJIH
Arpadena IleTpoBHA, IBUJIOCH IIYCTBIM H B3J0P-
HBEIM, U B [[eICTBUTEJILHOCTH 0Ka3aJI0Ch Cephes-
HBIM TOJIBKO I TeX, KTO UM 3aHMMaJICd, HO He
IJIsL TOTO, IIPOTHUB KOTOPOIO HallpaBJIeHBI OBLIA
9TH, B CYII[HOCTH, YCUINA. MEHIINKOB BepHYJICI
U3 MUTaBbI B KOHIIe HIOJIA, 1 HA OJJHO U3 OXKU/Ia-
HUU ero BparoB He OIIPaB/JaJIocCh.

HNmMmmneparpunia ExaTeprHa, [O/DKHO OBITH,
IIPUBBIKINAA K IIOAYUHEHHUIO IIPU IIOKOMHOM CBO-
eM CyIIpyre, IIOCTOSHHO YyBCTBOBAaJa HEOOXOHU-
MOCTBb OIIMPaThCd Ha TBEPAYI0 PYKY C HeIIpe-
KJIOHHOIO BOJIEIO, & TAKOI0 PYKOIO SBJISLJICS, HECO-
MHEHHO, MeHIIIMKOB, BOCIIUTaHHBIM B CYpPOBOM
mkoJte Iletpa.

W aBCTpHUMCKHUM IIOCTaHHUK ITIOHAI 3TO. Ilap-
THH BeJIMKOTO KHs3s1 OH 00BICHUII, He Iafd HA
CJIOB, HU H3Jlep)KeK, KaKylo CUIy OyfeT MMeThb



OHAa, eC/IM Ha ee CTOPOHY IlepeizeT MeHIIIUKOB,
a MeHIIUKOBY II0/ICKAa3aJI MBICJIb BBIZATH CBOIO
I0Ub 3a BEJIMKOTO KHS3d U IEePBBLIA 3aTOBOPHUII
06 3TOM BO BCeyCJBIIIIaHUE, KaK O Jiejie BeCbMa
BO3MOXXHOM U HUUYTHL He YAUBUTEJIHLHOM TeM
boJiee, UTO 3a >KeHUXa MEHIIIMKOBOM, KpacaBlia
Camery, umIiepaTpuiia >kKejajla BBIIATH CBOIO
mieMaHHUIy — CKaBpOHCKyr0. I BOT, 110 BoJIe
PabyTuHa, IIpe)kHUe [py3bsd CTajJd Bparamy, a
Bparu — Apys3bsaMU. MeHINTHUKOB coIresics ¢ I'ou-
IBIHBIM, JloJITOPYKUM, a ToJICTO#, ATIpakCUH U
IPeXHUU COH3HUK MeHIWKOBa, reprior I'oJiir-
TUHCKHH, 0Kas3aJIUCh ero OTKPBLITHIMU BparaMu.
K HUM @IpuUMKHyJIM ByTypauH, 0060WIeHHBIN
MEeHIIIUKOBEIM II0 Cayk6e, U [leBbep, sKeHaThIH
Ha POJHOM CeCcTpe CBeTJIEHIIIeTro, 03JI100/IeHHBIN
IIPOTUB HEro 3a IIOCTOSIHHBIE OCKOPOJIEHUS, KO-
TOpBIe OH HAHOCWJI eMy. AHHa M0aHHOBHA, HU-
4ero He AOOHMBIIHCH, yexaja 00paTHO B CBOIO
KypiasaHauro.

BoJsikOHCKast CMyTHJIACh U I10Tepsiack. He 110-
CAylIaBIINMCA ee PaGyTUH, KOTOPOrO OHa XOTe-
Jla BeCTU U HAIpaBJAThb, 0Ka3aJjcad AOCagHO U
obugHOo mpas. HuuTo)kHas, cirabas, Kak BBIIILIO
Telepb, IIONBITKA €e IIOJYYHTH [OJIH0 BJIMSAHUS



Ha BBICIIHE COOBITHS ObllIa TOYHO HeYyIauyHOI0
IIOIIBITKOI0, a BOBCE He Cepbe3HBIM TIOCyZap-
CTBEHHBIM [esIoM. ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe Kasa-
JIOCh, UTO TYT-TO U €CTh CaMOe HacTosAlllee, KOTO-
poe Tak cpasy, ceiiyac — CTOUT JIUIIb Che3UTh
CI0Z1a, II06BIBAaTh TaM — U IIPUJET K Hel; HO «Ha-
CTosiIllee» ObLIO, OUEBUIHO, B pyKaxX 3TUX MeH-
IIIUKOBBIX, PaOyTHUHBIX U UM IIOJOOHBIX, a AJIA
BOJIKOHCKOM, KaK JOCKOM, IIPUXJIOIHYJIUCH BBIC-
e IeJid M IvtaHel. OHa MoOIVIa XJIOIOTaTh O
3BaHUM ropMenCTepUHEI cebe, 0 TPaPCKOM THUTY-
Jie [j1d 0TI, coobInaTh Opaty B KolleHrareH o
TOM, YTO Jes1ajIoch B IleTepOypre; HO CBEPIHYTH
MeHINIMKOBAa el 6bLI0 He II07, cuily. M Kak OHa He
MOTJIa I0AyMaTh 06 9TOM paHbIIle?

OHa cepauiach Ha cebs, Ha PabyTuHa, Ha
JIOJITOPYKOBY, Ha BCeX, U HECKOJIbKO pa3 II0CCO-
pHJIach B 3TO BpeMs C My>KeM.

Ho BMecTe ¢ TeM OHa CO3HaBaJla, UTO U3 BCeX
ee GyiarorpusaTesied caMble CUJIBHBIM U II0 3Ha-
UEeHUI0, U II0 IIOJIO)KEHUI0 OBLI BCe-TaKu Paly-
TUH. 1 BOT, BMECTO TOT'O UTOOBI «BECTHU» €ro WUJIU
«HAIIpaBJIAThb», €U IIPUIIIOCH YIIOTPEOUTH BCe
CBOM YCWIHUA OyMaTb 00 OZHOM JIMINb, YTOOBI
9TOT 4YeJIOBEeK OCTaJICA IS Hee OJIarOIIPUITHBIM



H, YAep>KaBIIUCL UM IIOJyYUB 3HAYEHHE M3
OpaHHBIM MM CaMHM IIyTeM, OKasblBal el
II_0_A 7 e p oK Ky. Co3sHaTrbCd, YTO 3TO OBLIO
IIPOCTO IIOKPOBUTEJILCTBO, OHA Ja’Ke caMa IIpef
Co00I0 He XO0TeJIa.

IToce cBoer HUYEM He KOHUMBIIIEMCS CYeThl
Arpadena IleTpoBHa BAPYT yBHUJeJa, UTO y Hee
CTaJI0O 0OYeHb MHOTI'0 CBOOOHOTO BpeMeHH, I10CJIe
TOT0 KaK OHa MHUHYTBI — Ka3aJI0Ch €l — He HMMe-
JIa IIOKOS.

OHa He TO YTO yIlaja JyXOM, HO CZeJiajlach
Kallpu3Ha, CKy4YHa W HepBHO-00uguuBa. C CBHI-
HOM OHa Bcerjia Obljla JJaCKOBa U eJUHCTBEHHO
Ha Hero He cepauiaack. KHa3p HHMKHTa BHHMA-
TeJILHO CJIe[HJI 3a COCTOIHHEM ee IYIIH, HH O
4yeM He paccIpallnBajg, He cTapaJcd y3HaThb
BHeIIIHUe [IPUYUHEBI ee COCTOSHUS, HO eMy OBLIO
SICHO, UTO KIMEHHO IIPOUCXO/HIIO B eT0 ArpadeHe
IleTpoBHe, U OH 6BLI OBOJIEH 3TUM. Cyan06a, Ka-
3aJI0Ch, CaMa BeJsla ee K TOMY, YeMy OHa He MOIJIa
IOBepUTL B caoBax HUKuTEI ®emopoBuua. OH
JKZlasI, yTelllas ee, KOIfia ObIJIO HY)KHO, K TepIle-
JIMBO IIEPEHOCHJI €e BCIBIIIKH H pasapa’keHue.

Arpadeny IleTpoBHY paszgpa’kaayd B My>Ke ero
CIIOKOMCTBHeE, OTCYTCTBHE CYyeThl U IIOCTOSHCTBO.



[Ipen Helo, Ha ee IJ1a3aX, OBLIM /1BA COBEPILIEHHO
Ppas3/IMYHBIX YeJsloBeKa: OAWH, KHA3b HUKHUTA, KaKk
OyATO HUUero He JleJIaBIINM U BMeCTe C TEM 3a-
HATHIN LeJIblH [jeHb, U ApYyro — PabyTHH, Bce-
I7lla BeceJIbIM, CaMOyBepeHHBbIN, 0e33a00THBIN,
BCer7la CBOOOAHBIM, HO "flesIaBIIUM OYeHb MHO-
ro". V Ka)KIoro 13 HUX, Ka3aJoCh, 6bLIa CBOSI OCO-
0as1 1IeJib, M Ka’KIbIM IIesI K Hel, He COUBasCh U
He criemia. [Ipy sToM B HUX 000MX, KaK HU Kas3a-
JIUCh OHU Pas3IM4HBI, OBIJIO UTO-TO 061Ijee — 3TO
MY’>KCKOe, YIIOPHOe TepIleHHe, BBIIePIKKa, MO-
’KeT OBITH, BOJISI — OOM’KaBIllee ee >KEeHCKOe ca-
Mourro6ue. C 3STUM HEeYKJIOHHBIM «4eM-TO» HY>KHO
ObIO IIPUMUPUTHL CBOK TOPAYHOCTH U IIOAYU-
HUTBHCSI, BMECTO TOTr0, UTOOBI «IIOJJUUHUTL» cebe
U HAIIPaBJIATh.

OHa 3HaJsIa, YTO TaK >Ke, KaK OHa MOXKeT [I0-
6uTtbcd oT PabyTuHa, ecIyd 3aX04eT, 3BaHUA I
cebsg WM TUTYJA IJI1 OTIla, OHA MOJKEeT 3acTa-
BUTb MyJKa CJeJaTb KaKOW-HUOYAb Pacxof,
IIPUUTH IPOCUTH K HeH IIPOIeHbs, KO/, I10Ka-
JIyH, caMa BHHOBAaTa IIpef HUM; HO caMoe CYThb
UX JlesiTeJIbHOCTHM OHAa He B CHJIaX OblIa H3Me-
HUTD.

PabyTUH el OBLI COBCEM UYY>KOM 4YeJIOBEK.



Kua3p HuKHUTa 6BLT My>K, KOTOPOTO OHA JII00HIIA,
M, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO OHa HU B YeM TaK He I0-
pAYHUIachk, TO eCThb He CepAmIach, Kak roBOps C
HUM, IIOTOMY YTO HH C KeM He MOIJIa U He ymeJia
TOBOPHUTb, HUYEr0 He yTauBas, OTKPOBEHHO —
BCe UTO eCTh Ha JyIlle, — HeCMOTPS Ha 3TO, HU-
KTO He MOI ee TaK YCIIOKOHUTb, KaK MY>K, 1 HH C
KeM ell He OBLIO TaK XOPOIIO U CBETJIO, KaK C
HUM.

OHa, B 0CO6€HHOCTH TeIlepb, CKy4Yast OTKPBIB-
IMUMCcs [JI1 Hee CBOOOJHBIM BpeMeHeM, 4acTo
BeuepoM IMpHUXOAWIa K HeMy, Cafuaach C3aau
Hero Ha JyBaH, U OH obopauyuBajci K Hel U 3a-
roBapuBaJl, IIpU4YeM BCerfa 0 YeM-HHOYIbL CBO-
eM, 3allyTaHHOM, HO CBEeTJIOM M XOpOIIeM, IIPO-
HU3BOJUBIIIEM YCIIOKOEHHE.

Torza, IIpu B 3TOM ero 3aBaJIeHHON KHUTa-
MH, 3aCTaBJIEHHOM CKJAHKaMH M peTOpTaMH
KOMHATBI, I/le CPpeJH IIPOCTHIX CTY/IbEB U CTOJIOB
CTOsIJIa OJHAa MATKas KyllleTKa [JId Hee, — IIPU
BH/JIe ero XyZo0ro, ¢ 60JBIIMM PTOM U ropbaTsiM
HOCOM JIMIIA, OCBEIIEHHOI0 KaKHM-TO BHYTPEH-
HUM, 3HAKOMBIM M MUJIBIM €M OTHEM BJIOXHOBe-
HUSA U YJABIOKOM CMOTPAIIUX B AYIINY AOOPBIX Ce-
PBIX I71a3, — ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa IlepeHOCHUIACh



B MHOU MUp, JaJIeKU 0T BCErO, UTO OBLJIO 3a PYy-
6e>KOM 3TOM KOMHATHI, U el [BIIIaJ0Ch Jierye, U
OHa J1r060BaJIach CBOUM KHs13eM HUKUTOM, IIOTO-
MY UTO 3HaJia: "BOT OH KakKuM ObL1!"

Pa3 Kak-TO0 OH 0CO6EHHO IIOHPaBUWJICI eU. ITO
OBLJIO IIOCJIe TOTO, KaK OHa, KOIZla B Hel yJlerjach
ogHATasA Heymader >Kejadb, pacckasaja emy
BCIO HCTOPHIO.

BOJIKOHCKHUI BBIC/IYILIAJI )KEHY He IlepeOuBad,
3Has, YTO HY)KHO JaTh BBITOBOPUTHCA €l M YTO
II0CJIe 3TOTO eH Oy/ieT jierye.

— l'ocriogy, CKOJIBKO BO BCEM 3TOM IIOTpaye-
HO JapOM CHJIBI! — KOIZJa OHa KOHYMJIA, IIPOTO-
BOPWJI OH, OTKHUJbIBas HasaZ, CBOU OeJIOKYpHIe,
JIe>KaBIlIMe HelPaBUJILHBIMU IIPANIMU, BOJIOCEI,
KOTOpBIE OH, IIepecTaB CTPHYb, JABHO IlepecTall
TakoKe MpATATh II0J ITapHUK. 3aTeM OH BCTAJI CO
CBOEro MecTa ¥ C 06pajoBaHHBLIM JIUIIOM II0[0-
Ires1 K >KeHe. — 3Haelllb 4YTO, ArpadeHyIiKa, —
3arOBOPHUJI OH CBOUM OCOOBIM, «BHYTPEHHUMY,
KaK OHa Has3bIBaJa, T0JIOCOM, CaJsACh BO3JIe Hee
Ha KYIIIEeTKY, — g CKOJIBKO pa3 3aMedaJl, 4To, KO-
rza Thl BOT TaK IIPUXOLHUIIIL KO MHe, 51 BCerja Uu-
Tal B 3TOT YaCc UMEHHO TO, UTO Tebe HY>KHO, TO
eCcThb TO, YTO g MOTY pacckas3aTh Tebe B OTBeT Ha



TBOU pacckas. 3TO BLIXOAUT BCe PaBHO, KaK BOT B
TaKOM CJy4dae: KOIJa Ha YTO-HUOYAL He HaxXo-
OUINb O0TBETa — BO3BMHU XOPOIIYH KHUIY U OT-
KpOH Ha IIepBOM IIOIIaBIIeMCS MeCTe, U BCerja
BBINJIET YIUBUTEJILHO BEPHO, U BCE CTaHeT SICHO.

— Hy, 0 yeM ke TBI UATaJI? — CIIPOCUJIA ATpa-
¢ena IleTpoBHa.

— A BOT cemfyac: Thl 3Haelllb, KaK >KIJI CBITON
Anekcein BoXuii 4esi0BeK? ITO YAUBUTEJIHLHO!
Ero orer; 6sl1 B PrMe 3HAaTHBIM U 6OTaTHIM JIU-
oM. Ero HeBecTa 6bly1a IIpeKpacHa U U3 IJapCKo-
ro popa... 1 oH 106pOBOJIEHO OTPEKCA U OT 3HAT-
HOCTH, U OT 60raTcTBa, U OT BCErO U YIIEeJ HU-
IIIUM B JaJIeKHUM TOPOJ, IZie CTaJ IIUTaThbCd, YeM
bor mmocstasn... Kak TeI ;ymMaelb, YTO TPyAHee: OT-
peyubcd OoT 6oraTcTBa U II0YeCcTel, KOTJja OHU yKe
eCThb, WJIU JOCTUYB UX, KOTJa UxX HeT? U 1y1d TOrO,
U [ PYIoro Hy>KHO TO, YTO HEMIIbI Ha3bIBAIOT
Energie {9Heprud.}, HO J1d IIepBOTO HYKHO €e B
ropaszo 6osblet Mepe. Ciayiiai gassblie!.. CBd-
TOM AJIeKCeM MOJIHJICS, IIOCTOSSHHOK MOJIMTBOIO
YIouJI Bory U CBOE JKU3HBIO CTaI u3BecTeH. 1
BOT COBEePILIEHHO C APYroro KOHIA II0AII0I3aeT K
HeMy, K ero yxy, TO eCTb COeJHHEHHOMY C ILJIO-
THI, HOBOE 3eMHO€ UCKYIIIeHHe — TO, YTO JIIOAH



HaskIBaKWT cjIaBOK!.. [IoHMMaellb Jikd, OH JOCTUT
OIIATh MHBIM IIyTeM, y>Ke He 60raTCTBOM U 3HAT-
HOCTHI, HO JIUIIIEHUEeM, HUIIeTOK TOTr0 >Ke, TO
eCTh CJIaBbl, U3BECTHOCTH, 3HAUUT, U3BECTHBIX
II04YeCcTel, II0TOMY UTO OH CZeJIaJICsI UTUMBIM...
[TocToii, He IIepebUBaM, — OCTAaHOBUJI KHs3b HU-
KHUTa KeHy. OH BCTaJI CO CBOEro MecTa U IIPOJ0JI-
JKajl cTost: — M 4uTo Ke chesan Ajekcer? OH
yIIesI OT 3TOr0 cobJiasHa; OH yAaJawiIca B PUM U
TaM OBbLI IIPUHAT B JIOM OTIIa, I7[e er0 He Y3HaJIU;
KaK HUIINH, KaK YOOTHH, KaK CTPAHHUK, OH YKHUJI
B 3TOM foMe. CIIyTH CMesIuCh, U3[leBaJIUCh HaJ
HHUM, Ja>ke 6uau ero. OH MOT OJHUM CJIOBOM, OT-
KpBIB Ce0s1 OTIy, CHOBa Ka’KAYyH MUHYTY II0JIY-
YUTH 00paTHO BCe, OT Yero 0TKa3aJIiCs, U YHUUTO-
KUTB, CTepeTh TeX CaMbIX CJIyI, KOTOpbIEe IIOTe-
IIaJIUCh HAJ, HUM, HO He JeJaJl 3TOr0 II0TOMY,
4TO eMy H_e H_Yy_’K_H_0 ObLJI0 60raTcTBa 3/ielIHe-
ro, 3¢MHOTO, IIOTOMY UTO OH TaK IJIyOOKO CO3HaJI,
4TO BCe 3TO — CyeTa: U 60raTcTBO — CyeTa, U TO,
YTO JIIOJW Ha3hIBAKOT CJIaBOI0, XU TO, UYTO OHHU Ha-
3BIBAlOT OCKOpOJieHHeM, — Bce cyetal.. ITociy-
mam, ArpadeHyika, Beb eCjJIU Hallla )KU3Hb He
3/1ecb, He Ha 3eMJle, a TYT /I HAC JIAIIb KOPOT-
KOe HUCHBITaHHEe, TO JI0 Yero MeJKH, 0 Yero HHU-



UTO>KHBI IIOKa)KyTCI BCe 3TU U OCKOpOJIeHUsd, U
6oraTcTBa, U s He 3Halo, ellfe 4To. ['0CIIozu, YeJIo-
BeKy JlJaHa CHJIa, IHEePIus; OH MOXKET YCHIIIUTE ee
B cebe — 3TO pefKo ObIBaeT, HO OBIBAeT. 3aTeM Y
Hero JiBe 3aZjla4yi: OH MO0>KeT HaIlIpaBUTh CBOIO CH-
JIy WIHN K JOCTHDKEHHIO TOI0, YTO TPeOyeT ero Te-
JIO, HJIH TOT0, YTO HY>KHO JIJIS1 ero fyXa. A 4TO TyT
BaKHee: TeJI0 WU [IyX, — AyX, KOTOPBIA ONUH
BeUeH, BeUeH, BeUeH...

Kua3sp HukuTa rOBOpHJI, CTapasch He CJIOBa-
MU, HO TOJIOCOM, BCEM CYIIIeCTBOM CBOMM IIepe-
IaThb e TO, UTO OBLIO y HEro B AyIIe B 3Ty MUHY-
Ty, ¥ TO, YTO OH — CKOJIbKO OBl HHU IIO[0Hpa
CJIOB — BCe-TaKH He MOT 00BbsICHUTH, KaK eMy XO-
TeJI0Ch, 3TUMM Y_e JI 0_B_e Y e C_ K U M U CJIO-
BaMH, IIPUJYMaHHBIMU IS 37eIIHUX, 3eMHBIX
IIOHATHUMN U CTPEMJIEHHH...

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA CMOTpesia Ha €ro IIpo-
CBeTJIeBIllee JIUII0, Ha er0 pacKUaHHbIe BOJIOCHI
U [BIIIABIIYI0 CHUJIOHM U yBepeHHBIM CO3HaHUEM
¢urypy — u Jsro6osanack uM. OH Bcerja ObLI
0C00€HHO MUII el B TaKHe MUHYTHI.

JdTa 6e3saBeTHas Bepa, 3TO KaK0Oe-TO yBJIEKa-
I0lllee, TOpsIliee B ero Ayllle YyBCTBO, 3TO YIIOP-
HOe CTpeMJIeHHe — J[IeHCTBOBAJIM Ha Hee TauH-



CTBEHHO U 3arajjouyHo, ¥ ObIBaJIi MUHYTHI, YTO
OHa 3abbIBajslacb BMeCTe C HUM, U YTO-TO JIeTKOe
U cBOOOZHOE HAaUMHAJIO 11eBeJIUTHCS B ee TPYAHY,
TOYHO OHAa, OTJeJIUBIIUCH OT 3eMJIH, 6e3 cTpaxa
U TpelleTa II0JHUMAJIACh Ha BO3AYX.

IToguac, xorga My>K TOBOPHJI TakK C Helo, CJIe-
3bl HaBepTHIBAJWUCH Y Hero Ha IJjla3aX, U OHa
He3aMeTHO BBITHpajla U CBOU TOXKe BJIAKHBIE
rimasa. Torma oHa IIOYTH coIvIalllajgack ¢ HUM. Ho
BCerjia Cay4ajoch TaK, YTO JHS 4Yepes3 [Ba Ka-
KHe-HUOYIb 06CTOSATe/IbCTBA, KaK HapOYHO, BBI-
CTYIAT U YBJIEKYT CBOEH «3eMHOI0» CEPBLE3HO-
CTBIO.

Tak CJIYyYHJIOCH M Ha 9TOT pas.

ITocste sToro mamMaTHOTO ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe
pasroBopa OHa BCKOpe IIOJy4Yuja OT OTIIa K3Be-
CTHe, UTO MeHIIINKOB, HeJOBOJIbHEIM IleTpoM
MuxaijaoBU4eM, KOTOPBIM, II0 €ro MHEeHHIO,
HeI0CTaTOYHO IIOoAfAep KuUBaJI B KypisHIHUU ero
CTpeMJIeHUs, 0OBUHSET eT0 B 3JI0YIIOTPebJIeHUAX
II0 YIIPaBJIEHUI0 MMEHUIMU TepIOTUHU, U [ejI0
9TO JTOJDKHO pasbupaThcd B BepXOBHOM TalfHOM
coBeTe. becTy>xeB IUcaJl, 4TO caM efieT B IleTep-
Oypr, a IIoKa IIPOCUT J0Yb CZeJaTh C ee CTOPOHBI
BCe, UYTO OHa MOJKeT cJesaTh, He OTJIarad U He



Me/JlJIS.

Arpadene IleTpoBHe uepe3 PabyTuHa JIerko
OBLIO YCTPOUTH [eJI0 OTI]a U BBITOPOJUTH €ro.
Iletp MuxaninoBud Ipuesxan Tormga B IleTep-
Oypr, IpoOBLI 34eCh Mecdlja C ABa U, BEepHYB-
IIKchk B Murasy, 3acTajJ TaM MOJIOLOIO BHpoHa,
3aXBaTUBIIIETO BCIO CHJIY IIPU JBOpE IepIloTHHU
KypJsiHICKO.

HenpuarHoctu IleTpa MuxaijoBU4Ya CHILHO
IIOBJIUSUIA Ha MaTepuaJbHOe 6JIar0COCTOSTHUE
BosikoHCcKuX. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa ybOequiace,
HaKOHeIl, YTO HY>KHO COKPATHUTh PacXonml. BIipo-
4eM, 3TH PacXofbl COKPATHJIMCH OTYACTH CaMU
co6010. KHATHHA CcTajsla MeHbIIle Bble3KaThb U He
Iesiasa OOJIBIIUX IIPHEeMOB. V Hee COOHMpaJUCh
TOJIBKO IIO-IIpe)XHEMY ee Apy3bs. BOJIKOHCKad,
IIeperoBOPUB O MHOIOM C OTIIOM B €ro IIpHes3[,
IPUTHUXJIA U Ja’ke HAPOYHO CTapaJack OCTaBaTh-
Cs1 B CTOPOHe, 3a60TICh JIUIIL O IOJJepKaHUU
CHOITIeHUU ¢ PaGyTHUHBIM U OGJIM3KO CTOSBIIIUMU
K BEeJIMKOMY KHS3I0 JIIOJbMH, MeXKAY KOTOPBIMHU
61 1 MaBpUH, 06M)KeHHBIHN Tellepb CBOUM II0]-
yyHeHUeM OcTepMaHy, HasHaYeHHOMY MeHIIIH-
KOBBIM B 3BaHUU 06ep-ropMericTepa K BEIUKOMY
KHA310. A 3aTeM OHa pellnsa BbDKIATh, UTO OY-



TeT.

Vi
NOOMETHOE NMNCbMO

ecToro Mad 1727 rogma, B AeBITh 4acCOB IIO-
TIOJIy/THU, TOCYlapbIHg CKOHYAJIaCh.

Bce Mephl 6BIM IIPUHATHI, U BEJIMKUH KHA3b
B30111eJI Ha BCepPOCCUMCKUM IIPECTOsI OGeCIIperrsT-
CTBEHHO. MEHINUKOB CTaJl BEPXOBHBIM, IIOJIHO-
IIpaBHBIM IIpaBUTeJIeM rocygapcrsa. JOHOTO UM-
IiepaTopa OH IlepeBes K cebe B oM Ha Bacuibes-
CKUU OCTPOB.

EfBa JIMINb OKOHUMJIMCHL TPEBOTH IIEPBBIX
IHeW, CBeTJIeHIIINI ITpu3BaJl K cebe OcTepMaHa.

— Hy, 6apoH, AHpeit IBaHOBUY, MHe HY>KHO
C BaMHU O4YeHb Cepbe3HO IIOrOBOPUTH, — CKasall
OH eMy, IIpuBe[d K cebe B KaOMHeT U 3allepeB
IBEPHU.

Ha Buj Xublii, 60JIbHON, Ka3aBIIUMICI CTap-
IlIe CBOUX JIET U IIOCTOSIHHO TBEPAUBIIUN O CBO-
UX Henyrax, OcTepMaH KasaJjics Tellepb HeCKOJIb-
KO0 60/ipee 0OBIKHOBEHHOTIO.

— UTO0 HYKHO, 0 4eM, COOCTBEHHO? — CIIPO-
CHJI OH.



MeHIIIMKOB TOJIBKO YTO II03aBTpakKaa MU, TH-
JKeJIo [JBIIA, OIIYCTHJICA B Kpecso. OH cTpaja
OJIBIIIIKOXO.

— Hy>xHo OyzeT mmogyMaTh 0 HayKaX UMIIepa-
TOpa: Begb 3TO — Cepbe3HOoe [eJIo.

— 1 pymar, — Hadaisl OcTepMaH, pasrjiaku-
Basd CBOM CHUHUM KaM30JI U OIIPaBJIAsd KPY’KeB-
Hble MaH)XeThl, — UTO He CJIefyeT CllepBoOHavasIy
HajleraTb Ha Hero. MO)XHO HCIIyraTb pebeHKa
HayKOH, U TOIria HU4YeM y>Ke He IIPHUOXOTHIIb, a
TaK, IOHEMHOXXKY, IIOHEMHOXKY...

— KoHeuHO, II0OHEMHO’XKY, — He CTOJILKO CO-
TJIACHJICS, CKOJIBKO IIOBTOPMJI IIOCJIESHUE CJI0BA
6apoHa MeHIIINKOB, He IIepecTaBaBIIUN TSKeJI0
IBIIATh.

— I mpexcraBi0 CBOM ILIAaH, — IIPOJOJDKA
OcTepMaH, — H, COIJIACHO 3TOMY ILIaHY, YBH-
ouMm... Hy>KHO 0THaTh CIIpaBeIMBOCTE IleTpy
AJlekceeBHUy: OH O4YeHb MaJjo 3HaeT. MaBpHH
TOYHO HUUErO He JiesiaJl.

MEeHIIINKOB PYKOI0 MaXHY.I.

— He HpaButTca MHe 3TOT MaBpHH, 0X, He
HpaBUTC! — CHOBA 3arOBOPUJI 6apOH. — ITH II0-
CTOSTHHBIE COOpHINa y BOJIKOHCKOM...

— Jla-a, — TIIOATBepAWI CBeTJIeHIIUY, — o



KOe-yTO 3Halw [P0 KHATUHK ArpadeHy — Tak,
4TO JIH, 30BYT ee? (OH HApPOYHO CJeJiaJl BUJ, UTO
He IIOMHUT UMeHU BOJIKOHCKOM) — B IIMCbMax y
JleBbepa ecTh U ee IUAYIBKHU... HUUero — U3PsI-
HEBIE...

— /Jla TyT He ofgHa BOJIKOHCKAad, — IIOJIOKHUM,
OHa COCTaBJIsIeT IIeHTpP, — a BOT U ['aHHUba1, TyT
HUX HEeCKOJIbKO, — Bo3pasmyi OcrepmaH. — OHH
3aTesyii ¢ MaBpUHEBIM OYeHL OIIACHYK IITYKY,
3HaeTe, BOT KaK SCTpe6bl KPYIU [lesIaloT, U Bce
yoKe, yoKe, a II0TOM U yAapiaT B TOUKY. Tak BOT U
OHU BOKpPYyI HMIIepaTopa, [Ja y>Ke [aBHO, BCe
CBOHU PYKHU CY>KUBAIOT.

— Tak 4To 7K, B3ATh UX, KaK JPYIUX B3LIU! —
BBEITOBOPHJI MEHIIIMKOB CKBO3b CBOIO OJBIIIIKY.

OcTrepMmaH, IOAHAB YIJIBL T'y0, CMOTpes Ha
CBeTJIEUIIIer0 HeCKOJIbKO BpeMeHU Mosya. [1asa
ero yJIbI0aIUCh.

— "B34Th", "B3ATH"! — THUXO IIOBTOPUJ OH Ha-
KOHell. — Bce y Balllei1 CBeTJIOCTH OJHA CHJja Ha
yMe. Bo-TIepBBIX, HYKHO IIPUAYMBIBATL IIPUUU-
HBI JIJI1 apecTa, BO-BTOPBIX, HEYI06HO IIpes Paby-
TUHBIM — OH BOJIKOHCKOM He BBIJACT.

— 51 TOCMOTPIO, KaK KTO-HUOYAL IIOCMEET II0-
MeIllaTb MOeMy IIPUKa3aHUIO, — BAPYI BO3BBIC-



JIY T0J1I0C MeHIIIMKOB, — BeJIIO, /1a ¥ BCe TYT.

— HeT, cBeT/IeHIINH KHI3b, HET, — IIoKadaJjl
rosoBor OcTepMaH, — BCe-TaKH HeJb3s Be3fe
BCe OJHO TOJIBKO CHUJIOM gesiaTh. Hy, U 4UTO Xe
3a 0XOTa J>KEHIWHY apecTOBBIBATh?... KaK-TO
HeJIOBKO fake. Hy)KHO MHOTZIa U CTPACTU UeJIo-
BeUuecKHe IMPUHATHL BO BHUMaHUE: 3TO — O4YeHb
XOPOIIUN HUHCTPYMEHT [UJISI UIPHI... UM XOPOIIIO0
I0JIL30BATHCA. Y BOJIKOHCKOH €CTh MyXK...

— CrpasJsiicd 1 0 HEM, — CHOBa MaxXHYVJI Py-
KOl MeHIITUKOB, — HUKY/Ia He TOIHBIU YesI0BeK,
CyMacIIIeIIITUUA KaKOM-TO.

— Hy, g gymaro, He coBceM! I HMeI0 Koe-Ka-
KHe cBefleHUd... Hy, TaKk BOT, HY)KHO €My OT-
KpPBITh IJIa3a Ha IIAIIHU ero >KeHbl ¢ PabyTu-
HBIM, @ TaM U IIOCMOTPHUM, UTO 38 UCTOPHUS BBIU-
eT. BOJIKOHCKHUM — 51 er0 3HAal0 HEMHO>KKO — He
BBIJIEPKUT, U Y HETO IIPOU30MIET YTO-HUOYb C
PabyTuHBIM. A Torga rpad IepecTaHeT OBITH 3a-
CTYIITHUKOM KHATUHU UJIU >Ke BOJIKOHCKUU yBe-
3eT B JlepeBHI0 ArpadeHy IleTpoBHY, a 6e3 Hee
BCS KOMIIaHUS PaCCHIILIEeTCS.

— JleaiiTe, Kak 3HaeTe, AHpeil IBaHO-
BUY, — PeLINUTeJbHO IIPOrOBOPUII MeHIIIUKOB, —
IIOKa MHe 3Ta KOMIIaHHS He OIlacHa, a ecjaHu



TOJIBKO 3aMeuy YTO, TaK IIPOCTO IIOIILII0 3a6paTh
HX, 1a ¥ IeJI0 C KOHIIOM.

Uepes HeCKOJIBKO THEM I10CJIe 3TOTO PasroBO-
pa KHg3b HUKHUTA IIOJIYUYUII IIOAMETHOE ITUCHMO.

"A He XyJo Obl, CUATEJbHBIU KHS3b, — T'OBO-
PHIOCH B IIUCbMeE, — IIPUCMOTPETh M3BOJIUTH 34
’KEeHKOI0 CBO€I0, II0OTOMY OHa He IIPaBOCJIaBHBIM
IleJI0 3aHMMAeTCs, U I1eCAapCKUM II0CJIaHHUK Pa-
O0yTHUH, Irpad, CUIBHYI0 CUTyaIl[dI0 IIpU Hell 1MMe-
eT. HekpacuBo, KH3b! C/1ab60CTh My>KHUHA JTOBe-
Jla OHYIO [I0 rpexa..."

Kug3p HukuTa He Mo4YUTaJ] HHUChbMa U, CKOM-
KaB ero, OpoCHJI Ha II0JI.

dto ObLIO BeuepoM. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
yexasma K /loJITOPYKOBOM M He BO3Bpallaaach
erre.

Ecau 661 OHA ObLJIa ToMa, eCaH OBl KHSI3b HH-
KHTa MOT CHUI0 MHHYTY IIOMTH IIOCMOTPETH Ha
Hee WU IIpuU3BaTh K cebe, — OH, MOXKET OBITbH,
B3IJITHYB Ha ee yJbl0aroleecs JIAII0, PacCMesiI-
cs ObI caM M, HUUero HUKOMY He CKa3aB 00 3TOM
IJIyIIOM IIMCbMe, YCIIOKOMJICcA 6bl. Ho OH OBLI
ouH. Muina y>xe Jier cIiaTh.

Hukura ®emopoBUY XOAUJI II0 CBOEH KOMHa-
Te, CTapasCh He BOJHOBATHCSI, HO YyBCTBOBAJI,



4TO BOJIHYETCS C Ka’K[AbIM IIIaroM Bce 60JIbllle U
boJibllre.

B >keHe, pasyMeeTcs, OH ObLI yBepeH. KoHeu-
HO, BCe YKasaHHOe B IIMCbMe OBLIO B3Z0pP U KJIe-
BeTa. Ho xakuM 06pasoM, Kak MoOIJIa 3Ta KJeBe-
Ta KOCHYTbCA ero ArpadeHsbl IleTpoBHBI? KTO
OCMeJIUJICA KUHYTH I'PSI3bI0 B Hee, UHUCTYH U MU-
JIyr0? MaJjio TOro, ecjIi MOIJIO IIOJIyYUTHCI TaKoe
IHUCBMO, — 3HAa4YUT, BOKPYT €ro >KeHBI, ero KHi-
TMHU, XOQWJIa 3Ta [Jep3Kas BO3MYTHUTeJbHAsd
CIUIETHS. BpIIM ’Ke U IpUYUHEL 11 Hee. Cama
Arpadena [leTpoBHa He MOIJIa I10/ATh II0BOJ, HU
K 4eMy IIpeoCyAHuTeJbLHOMY. 3HaYHUT, BO BCEM
6bl1 BUHOBAT PabyTWH. OH CBOMM IIOBeJleHUEM,
9TOI0 CBOEK IPHJIMYHOI0 PasBA3HOCTHIO, a MO-
’KeT OBITh, — IIOJIyHaMeKaMH, YJIBIOKaMU U II0J-
MUTMBAaHUEM B XOJIOCTOM KpY’KKe, JaJ 3apo-
OUTBHCS 3TOM BO3MYTHUTEJIbHOM CIuleTHe. KoHeu-
HO, MHaye U ObITH He MOTJIO. PAOYyTUH BUHOBEH.
U crpamrHag 37106a IpoTuUB PabyTWHA IIOJBIMaA-
JIach B rpyau HUKUTEL PeopoBHYa.

OH BCce MmpoAo/DKaJ XOAUTH II0 KOMHATe.
CKOMKaHHOe IIMCBMO JIe)Kajo II0J CTOJIOM MOJI-
4JaJIMBBIM IIOZICTpeKaTesJeM ero 3J00bl. EpnBa
KH3b HUKHTA yCIIOKaMBaJICS, KaK OHO II0ITaJa-



JIOCH Ha IJIa3a ¥ CHOBA IIepeBOPaYUBaJIO BCIO €T0
AYILY.

A ArpadeHna IleTpoBHa, KaK HAPOYHO, He eXa-
Ja.

HaxoHer1l BOJIKOHCKHI ITOTHATI 3TOT KOMOK U
OpOCHII eT0 B IIeUKy.

"HeT, — OpuUIIo eMy B TOJIOBY, — JIIOIU MO-
I'YT JOCTATh KaK-HUOY/b U IIPOYECTh".

OH OTKPEBLI 3aCJI0HKY, C TPYAOM BBITAIM U3
IJIyOMHBI X0JIOJHOM IIeUU IIUCHbMO U CKeT ero Ha
cBeuyke. Ho U Terepb eMy He CTaJIo Jierye.

MsICJIB O TOM, UTO CIIETHS, PasrOBOPEL U IIe-
PecyZzpl CyIIeCTBYIOT IIPO >KEHIMHY, HOCAIIYI0
€ro UM, He OCTaBJISLJIH €TO0.

Ho 4To0 651710 Z1es1aTh C 3TUM?

"Kako# B37op obpalaTh BHUMaHUE Ha IIO[-
MeTHOe ITMCbMO!" — IIpo6oBas AyMaTh KHI3b, HO
ceryac >ke K y»Kacy CBOeMy CO3HaBaJl, UTO TYyT
[leJI0 He B IIOJIMeTHBIX IIMChbMaX, a B TOU IIPUYU-
He, B TeX OUEBUHBIX TOJIKAX, KOTOPBIE CIYKUIU
II0BOJIOM K HEMY.

I'maBHOe, UTO y’Kacaso BOJIKOHCKOIO, — 3TO
II0JIHasl HeBO3MOJXKHOCTBH C[leslaTh YTO-HUOYAD,
4TOOBI YHUUTOXXUTE 3TU TOJIKUA. Kasayock, roBoO-
p¥u Bce, BepOATHO, BCe, HO OIIpPeesIeHHOe JIU-



110 HesIb3s1 OBLIO HaniTHU. OcTraBajicad oguH Paly-
TUH, IPOTHUB KOTOPOI'0 MO>KHO OBLJIO HAIIpaBUTh
CBOI0 3/100Y... HO 4TO ciesiaTh ¢ HUM?

"BrI3BaTh Ha Ly3J1b? — C YJIBIOKOM, C HACMeIll-
KOM HaJ caMuM o001, cIipamuBajg cebss BoJi-
KOHCKHUU. — IIOUTH U CKa3aThb eMy, 4T0O OH He
CMeJI... HO UTO He cMen?... AX, KakK IJIyIIO, Kak
CKBepHO!" — 1IOBTOpsi1 cebe Hukuta Pemopo-
BUY, IIPOKJIMHAsA 3TOT0 PabyTHHa.

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA BepHyJaCh [OBOJIBHO
034HO OT /loJIropykKoBOU. OHa MIpoliyia IPIMo K
MY>Ky U 3acTajia ero CTOAILIUM IIocpeqyd KOMHa-
Thl. KaKk TOJIBKO OHAa IIOIILJIa, OH KUHYJICI K Hel
U, B34B 00JILHO 3a PYKY, HIPUTSIHYJI ee K cebe.

— ArpadeHyIinkal — 3aroBopuJ OH MU3MEHUB-
IIIMMCS, CTPallHBIM, CHaBJIeHHBIM T'0JI0COM. —
Ckaku MHe, KaK MeHs U ChIHa JIIOOUIIIb, 4YTO Y
TeOs1 H_M_4_e_I_0 He O6bLI0 ¢ PaOyTHHBIM.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, 03ab04YeHHAas eIlfe CBO-
UM JIeJIOM U pasroBopaMmu c /[oJITOPpyKOBOM, He
Cpasy II0HsIa, Yero oT Hee XOTHT.

— To ecTb KaK H_U_4Y_e_T_07? — CIIpOCHJIa OHAa
HaKOHeIl,

Hukura ®eopoBUY TYT TOJIbKO 3aMETHJI, UTO
Tpe6oBaJl OT >KeHbl, UTOOBI OHA CBOEI0 K HEMY



JIX000BBIO IIOITBEPUIIA 9TY JKe JIF0O0Bb.

— AX, HeT, He TO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, XBaTa-
sICh 3a TOJIOBY.

— la uT0 ¢ TOOOM, UTO? — yKe 6eCIIOKOMHO
obpaTHUIach K HeMY >KeHa.

BOJIKOHCKUI HaIlpsar BCe CHJIBI, YTOOBI OBJIA-
IleTh CBOMMU CJI0BaMHU U IIPUUTHU B COCTOTHUE —
TOBOPUTS, iyMasi 0 TOM, UTO TOBOPUT.

— IlocTo¥i, camb BOT TYT, He TPeBOXKbCA! —
HayvaJ OH, YCIIOKauBas KeHy, KaK OyJTo He OH, a
OHa IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM TpeBOKMJIach. — IIoro-
nu!.. IlpencraBb cebe, ecu OBl B_C_e, — OH Clie-
JlaJl KpyroobpasHoe JBH)KeHHeE PYKOI, — Haya-
MHe, — C TPYZIOM IIPOTOBOPUJI OH HAKOHEIT.

— 3710 OBLIa OBI KjIeBeTa, — CIIOKOMHO OTBe-
THJIa KHATHHS.

— 3Hal0, yBEpEeH B TOM... HO C 3TOM KJIEBETOIO0
HYKHO CUUTAThCH... HEJIL3S OCTABUTH €e...

— KoHeuHO, — HexX0Ts Bo3pasuiia ArpadeHa
[leTpoBHA, — HO TOJIBLKO UTO Tebe 3a 0XO0Ta CO-
3[aBaTh cebe elle TPeBOry?... MaJIo JIK YTO OBLIO
Ob1, ec1i OBI OBLIO, [Ja II0OKA 3TOTO HeT... S Bexy
ceod...

OnHa He IOroBOpPHJIA, IIOTOMY YTO BAPYT IIOLY-



Masia 0 PabyTuHe W BCIIOMIIyIA, YTO IIPU BCeH
YHCTOTEe CBOMX OTHOIIEHWUN K HEMY OHA C Y[IO-
BOJILCTBUEM BUJIeJIa, KaK 3TOT KPAaCUBBIN, MOJIO-
IIOM aBCTPUUCKUU Ipad yXaKuUBaJjl 3a Helo Ha CO-
OpaHUAX, ¥ 3HAKOMas y>Ke KpacKa IIOKphLIa ee
IIEeKHU.

—Hy, a ecoim ecTh, ecqid 1 He BBIIYMAal
9TO? — He IIlepecTaBasl BOJIHOBAThCS, CHOBA CKa-
3aJ1 KHs3b HukuTa.

— IlosHO, YTO TaM ecTh!.. majcsa Teb6e 3TOT Pa-
O0yTuH! — Havasa 6610 ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.

[Ipu 3TOM MMeHH, Ha3BaTh KOTOPOe HAapPOYHO
Tenepb u3berays KH43b HukuTa, 371062 ero mop-
HSJIaCh, U OH, CHOBA Tepsis CIIOCOOHOCTh BJIAZIETh
co60¥0, 3arOBOPIJI, HE TIOMHS Cebs:

— Tak 3Ha e, YTO B rOPOJie TOJIBKO U I'OBO-
IIHUCbMA, YTO THI Cliejiaach CKasKOoM.

OH ¢ KaKUM-TO Jla’kKe HacJIaKIeHueM r'OBOPUII
Tellepb, IIpeyBeJNuMBasg M YYBCTBYS KasKzioe
CBOE CJIOBO, IIPMHOCHUBIIIEE eMy HeCKa3aHHOE MY-
yeHHe U 60JIb.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa cHayasa WUCIIYTaHHO
B3IJITHYJIa Ha MY>Ka, II0TOM KaK OBl MOJIHUS IIPO-
6erkaJia 110 ee JIUIY, U OHA, THEBHO CABUHYB OpO-



BH, 3arOBOPHJIA, TOYHO He jKeslasi 0CTaBaThCS B
IOJITY IIpef My>KeM B OTHOIIIEHHUH HeIIPUSITHBIX
u3BecTUH. U y Hee 6110 UeM UCITyTaTh €ro.

— Hy, u urto xe? TaM Kakue-TO CIJIETHU, —
3aroBOpHJIa OHA, — a Y MeHs [IeJI0 Cepbe3Hee...
MeHIIINKOB IIPUHHUMAaeT KPyThble MepBI: BBIIIeI
yKas, II0 KOTOpOMY H3-3a HHUYero /leBbepa, ToJ-
cToro, byrypisiriHa, HapbIIlIKUHA U ellle MHOTHX
CCBLIAIOT... U CO MHOM He IIOLIePeMOHSATCH... U
MeHs apecTyIoT...

ITO CJIOBO «apecTyHT» KHATHUHE TO)Ke IIPUIT-
HO OBLJIO BBITOBOPUTH: OHO 3BY4YaJI0 TaK TOPKe-
CTBEHHO-3HAYUTEJIBLHO M BMeCTe C TeM OBLIO
CTpPAIIIHO.

Hukura ®enopoBUY B3sJICA 3a TOJIOBY.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa C yIBIOKOH, 6€3 )KaJI0CTHU
IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Hero, II0TOMy YTO CO3HaBaJa,
4TO He el Tellepk, a «ee» CJIeAyeT JKaleTh.

— Ho 4To0 >xe fres1aTh Telepb? — IIPOTOHKHO, C
OTYasgHUEeM IIpOU3HeC KHA3b HuKuTa.

— UTo fgesiaTh? — BCTaBasg U BCKHUHYB PYKa-
MU, cKasajsia ArpadeHa IlerpoBHa.— He ycTy-
naTh U 60POThCA.

Beiien saTeM OHa MeJJIEHHO II0OBEpHyJIach U
ylLUIa K ce6e.



Kua3pr HukuTa He CKOpPO elre OTHSJI PYKH OT
TOJIOBBI U OIJISIZIEJICH.

"CJIMIIKOM [ajIeKo, CJUINKOM [ajIeKO 3allljIo
[ieJ10, — IIOBTOPSUI OH cebe, — BO BCEM BHHOBAT
caM... 'ocriozu, 3aueMm Ipuexad Croga MbI! 3a-
4eM 9TOT IleTepOypr!"

"VexaTb M3 3TOTO OMYyTa, yexXaTh 3aBTpa Ke,
Hascerjga!l — IPUILUIO eMy B TOJIOBY, ¥ OH OBLIO
oOpazoBaJICsa 3TOM MBICJIH, HO 3aTEM IIOLyMaJl:-
/la, yexaThb, HO 3TO O6yZeT IIPOCTO II030PHBIM Oer-
CTBOM, KOTOpOe HHUYeMy He IIOMOXKeT, — HMH
JKeHbl OCTaHeTCd BCe-TaKyW C IIPUIHIIIEI K
HeMy CIUIeTHel, U 6eXaThb OT HeIIPUATHBIX 00-
CTOSTeJIbCTB — BOBCE He 3HAUMUT I106eUTh HX.
boke MO, UTO >Ke JTejlaThb?"

Yace!l nuti, Hukuta ®efopoBUY 3a0BLI, UTO
HaCTyIlljia HO4Yb, 3a0bLI IIpo COH. OH cupesn y
CBOEro CTO0JIa, 06JIOKOTHUBIIIHCH Ha PYKY, U HUUe-
ro, Kasajuock, He BUJieJI CBOUMU OTKPBITBIMHU, He
CMBIKaBIIIHUMUCA I1asaMu. HakoHeIl OH ITOJHSAI
ux. B KoMHaTe OBLII OCOOEHHBIM CHUHEBaThIN
CBeT, KOTOPOIr0 OH He O0KHAaJ. Ero Iopasuiu
KBa/IpaThl OKOH, OHH, KaK OY/TO ellle TaK HeJaB-
HO, C Beyepa TeMHBbIe, Tellepb GBI COBCEM CBET-
JBIMU. A IIPOU30IIJIO 3TO OTTOr0, YTO PAaCCBeJIO.



BockoBass cBeda Ha CTOJIE Topesia KpacHEBIM,
TYCKJIBIM IZITaAMEeHEM, IIOTEPSBIIIHM BCIO CBOIO SIP-
KOCTB H CHIIY.

Kugspr HukuTa IOTYIIMII CBEUKY, U Ha MUHY-
Ty CJIOBHO OT 3TOT0 eMy cTaJIo jierde. OH IIOJHST-
Csd CO CTyJIa M IIOCTapaJICsa BBITIHYTHCSA. OH UYB-
CTBOBaJI B HOTaxXx M pyKax KaKyl-TO 00JIe3HEH-
HYI0, HOIOII[YIO YCTaJIOCTh, TOJI0BA KPYKUIACK.

Kusasp Hukuta, He omyias B cebe sKeslaHUS
CHAa, MeJIJIEHHO IIPOIIleJI Ha II0JIOBUHY K >KeHe I10
OCBeIlleHHBIM y’Ke pacCcBeTOM KOMHAaTaM H, TH-
XOHBKO IIPMOTBOPHUB [Beph, 3arjigHyJ] B ee
criasibHI0. KoMHaTa 6bplla TeMHa OT CIIYI[eHHBIX
rapguH. Hukura ®enopoBHY, IPHCMOTPEBIIHCE,
pasrysiesnt 6esbIld KpPy>KeBHOM YeIlYuK JKeHbl U,
HaKOHeIl, ee JIMII0 C 3aKPBITBIMU IJIasaMU U
HeIIOJBI)KHO pasKaBIIMMCA PTOM. ArpadeHa
IleTpoBHa, TSDKEJIO ABIIIA, cIlaja... Haropesiia,
OIUIBIBINIASA CBeYyKa, BUJUMO, Oblla HeJlaBHO IIO-
TylieHa — ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa TOXKe IIpOBeJia
II0YTH CILIOIIbL 6€CCOHHYI0 HOUb.

Kusa3p HUKHTa M3/aJIH IIePeKPeCcTHUI ee U Ha
LIBIIIOYKAX, CTapasch He 3aZleTh 3a MebeJsb, Bep-
HyJICd K cebe, IIOTOM B3sUI LIJIAIY, TPOCTh U BHI-
1I1eJI U3 joMa.



BBLI 11ecToi yac yrpa, I[leTepOypr TOJIBKO YTO
pocelnascd. CoHIle yrKe B30ILI0, 6J1eCTs CBOU-
MU JIy4yaMH, HO He rpeso uMu. Kus3p Hukura
ronres 6e3 ey, 6e3 MBIC/IH, OH paf, ObLI, UTO
MBICJIA OCTaBUJIH €ro.

ITIo Mepe TOTO KakK OH IIeJI, YJIUIILI BCe OO0JIb-
111e ¥ 60JIbIIIe 0’KUBJISIIIUCE.

Kugasr HukuTa coCpefoTOUYHBaJ BCe CBOHU
CIIOCOOHOCTH MBILIUIEHUS Ha TO, Ky/a II0Bep-
HYTb, KOIZla IIPUXOJAWUIOCH JaTh JOPOry BCTPeU-
HBIM, WX KaK 000MTH MOIIaZaBIIyI0Cs 10 HOTH
JIy>Ky; OOJIbIIle OH HU O YeM He MOT AyMaThb, HU
Zla’ke 0 TOM, KyZia U Ije UZieT OH.

OH ouyTwiICca TaKuM 0Opa3oM Ha Bepe3oBowm.
3mech y>Ke ObIJI0 0UeHb MHOTOJIIOAHO. [Ipoxokue
TO U [eJIO IIOIIaZlaJINCh HAaBCTpeudy, a HelasleKo
BIIEpey Y PhIHKA CTOSJI0 MHOTO Jirofiel. 1 Bapyr
OTKYZa-TO C3aqU paspgajicd ApebesrKallluil, pac-
CBINIABIIIUICS, CJBIIIHBIA BCe OJIMDKe U OJIHDKe
b6apabaHHbIl 60i. KHA3H HukuTa orysiHyscs. I1o
yJIUIle IIPUOJIVDKAIUCh MEPHBIM I11aroM, C PsiOM
6apabaHIIIKOB BIlepeau, COJaThl, OJecTeBIIHe
Ha COJIHI[e CBOMMHM IIyTOBUIIJAMHU U BOOPY>KEHU-
eM. M3-3a UX KUBEPOB BUJHEJIOCh UTO-TO BBICO-
KOe, TEMHO€, IIO[IBUTaBIlleecs C3agU C MepPHbIM



KOJIBIXaHWeM, TOYHO Ipo6 Ha Iorpe6ajbHBIX
Iporax.

Kua3p HukuTa ImocMoTpesl CHOBa BIlepesn, —
TaM, T7le CTOS/IM, CKYYMBIIHNCH, JIIOOU, Telepb
BO3BBIIIIAJICI HaJl HUMU Ha IIOMOCTe y CToJI0a I1a-
Jlad, B KpacHOM py6axe ¢ 3aCydeHHBIMH pPyKaBa-
MHU.

bapabaHHBIM 60M CTAaHOBWJICA CJBIIIHEE U
cipilHee. C BOJIKOHCKUM IIOPaBHSIACH IIE€PEeH-
ra 6apabaHIIMKOB, OTOMBABIINUX MOJIOZIIEBATO,
CO cTapaHHeM, MeJIKyI0 Apo6b. 3a HUMU (OHU
LIUTM OYeHb CKOPO) IIPOMEJIbKHYJIU COJIJATHI, 3a
COJIJaTaMHU /iBe TOILIME JIOIIAJAKU Be3JIU YepHYI0
TeJIeTy C BBICOKOIO CKaMeMKOI, Ha KOTOPO# CH-
IleJl CO CBI3aHHBIMU Hasal, pyKaMH, B KaKOM-TO
TEMHOM [JIMHHOM OJIesiHUU J>KUBOM UYeJIOBEK,
6ecCHJIbHO II0KAUMBAasACh BCe Ha OJHY CTOPOHY
IIPY Ka’K[0OM TOJIYKE TeJIeTH.

Huxkura ®e0poBUY OHSI HA HETO B30pP.

3HaKoOMOe, HO Telepb GJIe[THOe, >KaIKOoe, OCy-
HyBIIleecs JIUI0 JeBbepa IJITHYJIO Ha HEro C Bbl-
COTBHI IIO30PHOM TeJeTH. 3paykKu HeCcYacTHOTO
IIOJKaTUIUCh II0[i BepXHUe BeKU, U POT TOUYHO
yJbl6asica TOI0 KPHUBOIO, SIKOOBI



CMepTHas Cy/opora CBOAUT OOBIKHOBEHHO I'yOBI
IIOKOMHUKOB. Ho /leBbep ObLI )KUB. 'pyab ero T-
’KeJI0O ¥ HEepOBHO Jpllllasia, 6pOBU H3pefKa II0[-
HUMaJjlachb, U TOIJla Ha ero JIMIle SBJISIOCH Ka-
KO€-TO HUCIIyTaHHO-IeTCKOe BEIpa’keHHe.

Kua3p HukuTa octaHOBHICA. OH IIOHSI U CO-
3HaJI, 4YTO IIPOMCXOLUJIO IIpe]; ero IjasaMu; HO
BMeCTe C TeM, HeCMOTPs Ha 3TO CO3HAHUe, B €ro
TroJIOBE MeJIbKHYJI COBEPIIEHHO JIAIIEHHBIN
3IpaBOro CMBICJIa BOIIPOC:

"Kyna ato ezet [leBbep?"

Tesera mpoexasa, cTyda KoJiecaMu. bapa6a-
HBI TPeIaJyd HeCKOJIBbKO Jasbllle, 1 BOJIKOHCKO-
IO CO BCeX CTOPOH OXBaTHJIA CIIEINIHBIIIAsS 3a Te-
JIeroy ToJIra, 6e)kaBilias ¢ JIeCTHUIIAMU, CKaMel-
KaMU U TabypeTKaMH, YTOOHI OBLJIO HA YeM CTaTh
M JIy4llle BUJEThH IIPEeCTOAIIYI0 KasHb. OTH pac-
KpacHeBIIIHecs 0T CKOpOro 6era JIMIA, >KaK7aB-
IIIe TOTOBUBIIIETOCH 3pPeJININa, 3TU AUKHE KPU-
KU U OpaHb, 3TO UCCTYIUIEHHEe, KOTOPBIM OblLiIa
OXBaueHa TOJIIIA, TOYHO BAPYT OTHSIN Y BOJIKOH-
CKOTO BO3JyX, KOTOPLIM OH [BIIIAJ, B IJ1a3a IIO-
MYTHJIOCH, U OH 3aKaydaJICs.

CHUJIBLHBIF TOJYOK B IPYAL 3acTaBUJI ero
OIIOMHHUTECS. KaKOM-TO PRDKUM JIeTHHA B KOXKa-



HOM O¢apTyKe CTOJIKHYJICA C HUM M, 00Opyras-
IIIUCB, 6erKasl yoKe fasblie. ToJma 3aMsja B CBO-
el cepeliHe BOJIKOHCKOI'O U IIOBJIEKJIA €T0 K Me-
CTY Ka3HHU.

TaMm yxe BBoawIH /leBbepa Ha momocT. OH,
IIO-TIpe’KHEMY II0/lepruBast OPOBAMH H TSDKeJIO
IpIlIa, He M0/ aBajl HUKAKUX JPYTHUX IIPU3HAKOB
JKH3HH, CTyIlas B IPeMeBIINX KaH/alaX, TOYHO
He OH, a KTO-HUOY/b APyrou ABUrajJ HoraMu. Ero
IoABer K CcToJI0y. [Tasau OBICTPO M CKOPO Pas-
BsI3aJI eMy PYKH U, IIPUIIOHAB, IIPOJie UX B JKe-
JIesHble, IIPUBSI3aHHbIE BBICOKO K CTO0JI0Y, KOJIb-
na. [Taymay chesaz aTo C Ccepbe3HbIM, COCPeOTO-
YeHHBIM JIMIIOM, BUJUMO, CTapasch TOJIBKO KakK
MOJKHO JIydllle W [0OpOCOBeCTHee HCIIOJIHUTH
CBOX0 00513aHHOCTB. II0TOM OH OTOIIesI HECKOJIb-
KO B CTOPOHY U IIPOTSHYJI BOOK, He IJIAAM, IIpa-
BYI0 PYKy. MOJIOIOM IIapeHb, TOXKe B KpaCHOM
pybaxe, 04eBHUHO, IIOMOIIIHUK I1ajIaya, I10CIIelll-
HO BJIOKHJI B 3Ty PYKY TSDKEJIYI0 PeMeHHYIH0
ILIETD.

KHusa3r0 HukuTe OBIIM XOPOIIO BHUIHBI 3aTHI-
JIOK KOPOTKO OCTPH’KEHHOM TIOJIOBHI /leBbepa U
ero 6esas, MyCKyJIMCTasi, OCBellleHHasl COJIHIleM
CIIMHA, KOI7la MMEeHHO M KeM OOHa)KeHHas —



BOJIKOHCKUI He 3aMeTHIL.

bapa6aHbl mepectasyd 6UTh. TOJIBKO 4YTO TIY-
IieBIllasl Ha pasHble rojioca ToJiIla 6e3MOJIBCTBO-
BaJla, U B HACTYIIUBIIIEHN TUIIIHHE II0PasUTeIbLHO
SICHO pasfajICs CBUCT IIOHABIIEMCS ILJIETH.

— Pa3! — psaBKHYyJIa TOJIIIA B OUH T0JIOC.

[I1eTh CBUCTHYJIAa CHOBA, & Ha TOU 6eJsI0H CITH-
He, HAa KOTOPYIO IJIAzes, KaK cyMacIuenmunii, Hu-
kuta demopoBUU, B3QyBaJICI yXKe, 6arpoBes OT
IIpUTeKaBIlIel KPOBY, IIIUPOKUMN pybell I1epBOro
yrapa.

Kugasr HukuTa OTBeJ IJlasa, IIOCMOTPEeJI BO-
KpYyT ce6s ¥ BCTPETUWIICA C YXMBUISBIIUMCS, IIPO-
TUBHBIM JIMIIOM OJHOIO H3 CBOMX [ BOPOBBIX.
boJibIlie OH HUYEro y>kKe He IIOMHUJIL.



Vil
CMEPTb

HI/IKI/ITa deopoBHUY OUHYJICH Yy Cebg B KOMHa-
Te. OH OTKpPBLI IJIa3a U cervac ke y3HaJ 3Ty
KOMHAaTy, HECMOTPS Ha TO UTO B HeH MHOTO€ IIe-
PeMeHMJIOCh, — OOJIBIIIMHCTBO KHUT KY/a-TO BBI-
HeCJIH, amnrapaThl COCTaBHJIM 3a4eM-TO B YTOJL.
CaMm kHa3b HHKHUTA JIesKaJ Ha IIOCTEJIH, KOTO-
pOM HUKOIZa He OBLIO 37eCh IIpexkpe. Kylier-
Ka — «ee», Arpa¢eHyIIKH, KyIleTKa — CTOsIa,
IpUABUHYTad K CTeHe, B HOrax oT KpoBaTH. Ho
6oJibIte Bcero yausuiaa Hukurty demopoBuya py-
Ka, JIekaBIllag y Hero Ha rpyau. OHa ObLIa Co-
BCeM IIpo3payHasg, CIOBHO BOCKOBas, W /0 TOTO
Xyja, 6yATO KoKa OOTAruMBajla OJHU CyXHe KO-
CTH. Besiad IIpPOCTBIHA OBLIa COBEPIIIEHHO OJHOTO
¢ Hew 1BeTa. Kuga3p Hukura goragasics, 4To 3Ta
PyKa, KOTOPYIO OH He y3HaJI, — €ro PyKa, U C TPY-
ZIOM IIIeBeJIbHYJI €IO0.

OKHa OBLIM YeM-TO 3aBelllaHbl. CBeT I1eJI C3a-
Y, II0-BUAYMOMY, U3 OZHOTO TOJIBKO OKHA, KOTO-
poe ocTaBaJIOCh OTKPBITBIM. Bce OBLIO THXO. B
KOMHaTe, Ka3aJIOCh, HUKOI0 He OBIJIO.



Ho TOJIBKO YTO KHA3B IIeBeJIbHYJI PYKOH —
IBephb CKpPUIIHYJIa ¥ IIPUOTBOPMIACk. MHUIIIa CHAa-
4Jajia IIPOCYHYJI TOJIOBY, a 3aTeM, TUXOHBKO BOM-
I, BIPYT OBICTPBIMU IITaraMU I10/I01IesI K KpOoBa-
TH.

— JlaBpeHTHUI, 6aTIOIIKa IIpUIlle] B cebs! —
PafOCTHBIM IIIeII0TOM IIPOTOBOPHII OH.

Csapmu oT cBeTa mmofoltes1 JJaBpeHTHH.

— KHA3MHbKA, POJHOMU, TOJyO0UMK! — 3aroBo-
PHII OH, 3arIAAbIBasg B JUI0 Hukurte ®eopoBU-
4y, ¥, YBUJeB CO3HATeJbHYK YJBIOKY Ha 3TOM
JIWIle, IIPOCUSJI BECh U, OIIYCTUBIIUCH, IIPUIIAT K
6siegHOM pyKe. — Hacuury-To... Hy, ciaBa bory!..

Mulna CTOs/I ¢ HaBepHYBIIMMUCA Ha IJa3ax
c1e3aMy, PafloCTHBINM, BUAMMO He 3Hasd, UTO eMy
cresaTh.

— baTro1ka, 6aTromKa! — IernTasa OH TOJIbKO
BCe Jallle ¥ Jallle ¥, HAKOHeIl, paspblajics.

— KugaruHmwomke coobuiuTe, Ballle CHUSITesIb-
CTBO, — CKasaJl eMy JlaBpeHTUU, — OHA U3MYUHU-
JIachb BeJb.

Mul1ma, HallpacHO CHJIACH CHAEep>KHUBATh CBOU
CJ1e3bl, TOPOILIMBO II0IIIesI U3 KOMHATHI.

Uepes HeCKOJILKO MUHYT IpUlia ArpadeHa
[lerpoBHa. OHa gBUJIAcCh OJiefHas, HCXy/Aajias.



JlaBpeHTHUH OBLI IIpaB, UTO OHAa M3My4duaach. C
Helo BepHyJIca U Muita.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa IpPUOIU3UIACE K MYXKY
OBICTPBIMH, B3BOJITHOBAHHBIMU IITaraMU U, BU/IU-
MO, IIPUBBIYHBIM YK€ IBIDKEHHEM IIPHJIOKHUIIA
PYKY K ero rojioBe, II0TOM HH3KO HarHyJachb Haj
ero JIMIIOM, IIOCMOTpeJsia IIPAMO eMy B IJlasa U
yJIBIOHYJIACh.

Kua3p HukuTa TOXKe yIBIOHYJICA el.

OHa 6pL1a 6e3 CBOeW OOBIKHOBEHHOM BBICO-
KOU IIpHYecKH, B 6eJI0M HOUHOM YeITYhKe U Ka-
mope.

— IMonwtu 3a BarymMeHTpocTOM, — O6paTUIach
OHa K Mullle, — OH BeJieJI JaTh 3HATh, eCJIU OY-
IeT IlepeMeHa. JlaBpeHTBIOIIKa, a THl ObI Telepb
OTZOXHYTH IIOIIeJI — Tellephb y>Ke MOYKHO. S IIO-
CIDKY.

Mul1ma cHOBAa IIOIIesI, HO J/IaBpeHTHUH He [IBU-
raJIcs.

— JlaBpeHTHUH, THI CJBIIIHUINL? — CKasaja
Arpadena IleTpoBHa.

Crapslii ciyra IIOJHI ToJI0BY. KHA3EL HUKHUTa
IJla3aMU II0Ka3blBaj €My, UTOOBI OH CJIyIllajicd

" n

ee".
— KugaruHmoIka, 1 caM 3a JjeKapeM celuac



ro6ery, — ckasas JJaBpeHTHUH.

— TBI 1moe3>kail jydllle, 1 He BeJjlesla pacKJa-
IbIBaTh KapeTy,— IIPOrOBOpHJIA €My BCJIe[
Arpadena IleTpoBHa.

Kuase HukuTa XO0Tes IPUIIOSHATHCA, HO U3
ero YCHJIMA HUYero He BEIIILIO.

— IIm!.. He 1mreBesHch! — OCTAaHOBHJIA €TI0
JKeHa:- [loromy, ipueseT TOKTOP.

— W fa... fa... ¥ 1aBHO 5 TaK? — C TPYAOM BEI-
roBOpMJI KHA3b HUKHUTA.

— IlocJte, 1ocsie Bce pacckaky, Tellepsb He IO-
BOPHU U He [BUTraycs! — oIgTh OCTaHOBHJIA OHA,
II0IIpaBJIAsa €My OfesiyIO.

KH43b IIOCIYIIIHO ¥ KPOTKO B3IJIAHYJI Ha Ke-
Hy. BJIlyMeHTpOCT He 3aCTaBHJI [OJITO KOATh Ce-
0s. JlaBpeHTHU Hallles ero B aKaJeMHU U cpasy
IIpyBes.

— Hy, BOT MBI ¥ IIOIIPAaBUJINChH, — 3aTOBOPHII
OH, BXOJd U IIOTUpas PYyKH, — Hy, Tellepb BCe
nouzet xopolo. [losgpasisieM, nmo3gpasiisgeM! —
OH He crelra II03J0POBAJICA C KHATHHEM, OIJIL-
IleJ1 KOMHATy M, BHAMMO, OCTaBIIMCEH TOBOJIEH
IIOPSAKOM, II0Z0111esI K 60JIbHOMY, IIOIIyIIal eMy
TOJIOBY, CKasaJl "XOpoIlo!", mojgepskaa 3a PYKY
IIOBBIIIIe KHUCTH U TOXKe CKasaJ "Xopoiro". — Te-



epb HY)XHO OyZeT AaBaThb TOJIBbKO IIO[KPeEIId-
TeJIbHYI0 MHUKCTYpPY, — 00paTmicsa OH K Arpade-
He IleTpoBHe, — g BaM ee IIPUILIIO. ECJIH OH 3a-
X0YeT eCThb — JafiTe eMy MOJIOKA, CYII TOXKe MOK-
HO, a 60JIbIIIe ITOKa HUYEero.

BiiyMeHTpPOCT CKOpPO yexas, CKasas, 4TO ¥
Hero B aKaJileMUU MHOTO Jiejia ¥ 4YTO BeUepoM OH
3aelleT Ha BCAKHU Caydal. YX0Is, OH IPYy>KeCKH
noTpenasn MUy 1mo Iviedy, Kak CTapbli 3HAKO-
MBIH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA TOJILKO II0 yXO[ie TOKTO-
pa 0’KMBMJIACh U IIpUIILIA B cebsa. OHa cesia K My-
’Ky Ha KpoBaTh H, IJIafd ero PyKy, 3ar0BOpPHUJIA C
HUM:

— locmomy, kak THI HallyrajJ Hac! Beob BOT
yoKe IBeHaAIaTh JHel, KaK Thl 6e3 maMsITH... KaK
Tebs IIPUHECIH TOTAA. ..

Hukura ®e0poBUY CHIHIICA BCIIOMHUTE, OT-
KyZla 3TO U KakK IIpUHecJau. Y Hero ocraBajioChb
CMyTHOe BIIeUaT/IeHWe Yero-T0 CTPAIlHOI0 U
Y>KaCcHOTO.

— HeT, HO KTO MeHs YAUBJIET, — HAPOYHO
mepeMeHUIa BAPYT pasroBop ArpadeHa I1eTpos-
Ha, — Tak 3To Muiua. [IpexcraBh cebe: OH He OT-
XOOWJIL... IIOJIOKUTEJbHO... MHOITIA HOUYBLI0 IIPU-



IeT U CHJHUT... CKOJILKO pa3s 3achlajl 37echb. Me-
IIIaeT, a IIPOTrHaTh >KaJlb... THI IIONIPOOYH YCHYTH
TeIepk... X0Uelllb, 1 [aM I10eCThb, a IIOTOM YCHH...

W oHa mocsasa JlaBpeHTUS 38 MOJIOKOM H CY-
IIOM.

KHArnHg olmylnasa Temepb TO OCOOeHHOe
BOJIHEHHeE, KOTOPOe IIPUXOSUT BCerja II0CjIe 10JI-
TOT0 U HAIPSDKEHHOro 6eCIIOKOMCTBa, KOrfa
IIpUYMHA 3TOr0 OecIloKoMcTBa HcuesHeT. Ilof
BJIMSTHHUEM 3TOT0 BOJIHEHUS €M XOTeJIOCh T'OBO-
PHUTH, H OHa TOBOPHUJIA, 3aCTaBJIASI B TO JKe BpeMsI
Mmoyatek Hukuty PemopoBuua. HMHOIZa oOHa
OCTaHaBJIMBaJIaCh, 00Ch YTOMUTDH €r0; HO OH [ie-
JIaJl yCUIMe, KaK OYATO »KeJlast CIIPOCHUTH, M OHa
CHOBa HauyWHaja 0 4YeM-HUOyZAb, HO CTapaJach
TOBOPHUTH KaK MO’KHO MeJjJIeHHee U THIIIe.

Kua3p HUKHTAa CIIyIIas IoJjI0C KeHEI, MY3BIKY
ero, Kak 0yJATO pafysch 3BYKY ee peuH, U cTapaJl-
€1 BHUKHYTbL B CMBICJI €e CJI0B, HO 3TO CTOHJIO
eMy 60bIIMX ycuauil. OH He MOT KaK-TO VZep-
JKaTb B IIAMATH TO, YTO CJBIIIAJ, U YJIOBHUTH
CBSI3b CJIOB. EMy XOTeJIOCH BC€ YTO-TO BCIIOM-
HHUTH, COBCEM IIOCTOPOHHEe, U OH He MOI C[ie-
JIaTb 3TOro. Hecko/JIbKO pas Kak OYATO MBICIH
€ro y>ke HauMHaJ/IH CJIaraThCsa B II0CIe0BATEJIb-



HYIO IIeIlb, HO B TOT CaAMBI MOMEHT, KOIZa eMy
Kas3ajoCh, YTO BOT OH BCIIOMHHJI y’Ke, KTO-TO,
CJIOBHO II€HY, CAYBaJI ero MBICJIH — U BCe OCTaBa-
JIOCH IIO-IIpEeKHEeMY IJIaJKO M HeoIllpeLeeHHO, U
CHOBAa HaYHHaJIaCh, 3aBA3BIBAJIACH IIEeIlb, U CHO-
Ba 00pbIBaJIaCh.

— A YTO CTaJIochb C HUM? — BJPYT BCIYX
BCIIOMHMUJI OH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, paccKasbIBaBIllIas B 3TO
BpeMs O pacIlyCTHUBIIHXCA I[BeTaxX B Cafy, BAPYT
cMyTmiaack. OHa IIOHsJIA, YTO KHA3L Hukura
crpamuBaeT o /leBbepe, ¥ He 3Haja, OTBETUTH
JIA ed Ha BOIIPOC, WM OTBJIEYb BHUMAaHHE MY-
JKa.

OH cMOTpeJs1 Ha Hee C Cepbe3HbIM JIUITOM U CO-
BCeM OCMBIC/IEHHBIMH IJIa3aMU.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa pellnsa, YTO CKa3aThb
Oyzer Jiyuirre.

— TrI 1po koro? IIpo [JeBbepa? — cIIipocuia
oHa. — OH, IIOJIyYUB [ABAAIIATH IATH YAAPOB, BEI-
HeC UX, TOBOPAT, JIETKO U OTIIPaBJIEH y>Ke B CCHLJI-
Ky B Cubupb, — mo6aBUjIa OHa, CTapascChb TOBO-
PUTH KaK MO>KHO POBHEE U CIIOKOMHee.

U BIpyr Bcd BUAEHHAd KapTUHA Y phIHKA Ha
IUIOIaU CTajJla BO BCeX CBOMX IIOAPOOHOCTAX



mpen, riaasaMy KHa3sg Huxkutel. Tosma 3arypgesia
KpYyroM, B BUCKH 3aCTy4aJIo, 3aTpeljaan 6apaba-
HBl — M BCe CMeIlajJoCch. B BO3[yXe SIBHJIOCH
MHO>XeCTBO PYK, BUJHBIX [I0 JIOKTS, U BCe OHU
Kak-TO OffHa M3-IIof, APYroi 3aMaxa/li B Ijasa
Huxkure ®efopoBHUYYy U CHAeIaJHCh CKBO3HEIE,
KpacHble, TOUHO HAaCKBO3b IIPOIIMTAaHHBIE TOPS-
YUM, )KIYIUM cBeTOM. OH 3aMeTaJsICs I10 ITI0CTeIN
U CHOBA BIIaJI B 6eCIIaMsaTCTBO.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa C yrkacoM IJIIHYJIA Ha
Hero U B OTYasiHUM IIPOTSHYJIa PyKU. KHa3p Hu-
KUTa 6MJICA yoKe, Opelui U He y3HaBaJl )KeHBbl.

BeuepoM biiyMeHTPOCT 3aCTaJI €I0 B XYZIIIEM,
yeM B IIepBhle THH, II0JI0’KeHUH. TaKoro CKoporo
IIOBTOPEeHUs IIPUIIaIKa TOPIYKH, KaK OH OIIpefie-
Jun 60sie3Hb BOJIKOHCKOTO, OH He OXHUAAT U
00BSIBUJI, He CKphIBasi, UTO 60JIbHOMU yXe B Oes-
HaJ|e)KHOM COCTOSITHUM.

KHa3p HukuTa IlepecTaj]l OBITH 4YeJIOBEKOM.
OH [OoTepsiI BCSIKOe OILIyll[eHHe, BCIKYH BOS3-
MO>KHOCTb CO3HaHUs. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI BOKPYT Ce-
0 CBHUHIIOBBIHM, TsDKeJIBI TyMaH, T0JIOBa €ro
OyZATO pasgaBajach BO BCe CTOPOHBI U OCTUTaIa
y>Kacarwllux pasMepoB... HeoObIKHOBEHHEIE, Ya-
CThle, IIUIIAIMEe W Tpellallue 3BYKHM HECIUCH



OTKYZa-TO ¥ CTaJIKHUBAaJIUCh U CIUIETaJIHUCh, HO
BCe TaK >XKe MepHO OTOMBAaIU OJHOOOpAasHBIN
TaKT C OMHAKOBEIMU IIPOMEKYTKaAMU.

"Xa-a-a... a... a-a..." — IIHUIIeJIO Y HeTrO B TOpJIe,
U OH He 3HaJI, YTO pasroBapHUBaeT B 3TO BpeMsl.

Tak oH 6e3 yMOJIKY, He IlepecTaBasi, TOBOPHJI
POBHO CYTKH, HO CaM OH y)Ke [TaBHO IIOTepsLI
CUeT BpeMeHHU U Jla’ke 3a0bLJI 0 ero CyIecTBOBa-
HUMN.

HaxkoHerl, BAPYr WX MaJso-ioMainy (s Hu-
PaBHO) OIIYCTHMJIKCHL B €ro AyIIly HOBBIM MHUP U
nokoM. CIIBIIIAJIOCE THUXOe IIePKOBHOE IIEHHe,
IBIM KaJWJIBHUIIBI CTJIaJICA B BO3yXe, U IIapyo-
Basl pH3a CBdIleHHHKA JIOMaJjlach KpPacHUBBIMU
ckIagKaMmu. KTo-To cep>KaHHO IIakas BosJle.

"O ueM ’Ke TYT ILIaKaTh, KOIZa MHe TaK XOPO-
mo? — noayMmasn Hukura ®emopoBuyu. — Ho uto
K 3TO BCe Takoe?... I yMmep, JOJDKHO OBITh, — pe-
IIIWJI OH, — UM 3TO II0 MHe CJIy’KaT... Tak BOT OHO
YTO, BOT UTO 3HAYUT CMepThb... BOT OHA... 1 Bce
BU/VINIEL ¥ YYBCTBYeIllb... KaK X0opoI1ro!.."

Ho xpoBaTh ¥ KOMHATa OCTAJIHCH IIPEeKHUMU
U KakK-TO CJIMIIKOM y>Ke H_U_Y_e_T 0 He U3MeHU-
JIOCh.



"Co60pyI0T MeHs — BOT YTO", — OIIAThH [Ora-
naca Hukura ®ejopoBUY M CTal BCIYIIMBATD-
Cs B MOJIUTBBI, U CeHyac ke 3aMeTHJI, UTO CJIY-
’KaT MoJie6eH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa, Korga biaymeHTpocT
CKasaJjl, UTO HaJe)XIbl HeT U ero HaykKa IIOMOYb
6eccuiibHa, IOAHsIA 006pa3 U3 TPOUIIKOU IlepK-
BU U pellInach OTCIYKUTh MOJIeOeH Y I10CTeIN
60JIBHOTO MYy>Ka.

U xHA3p HUKHTA BepHYJICA K )KU3HU.

Korza cBsllleHHUK, OKOHYUB MOJIeOeH, TUXO
U TOP>KeCTBEHHO IIOZ0Illes K II0CTeJIr BOJIKOH-
CKOro, 6epe’KHO [ep>ka 00eMMHU PyKaMHU KpecT,
U, YBUJIEB OTKpPBITBHIE IJ1a3a OOJILHOIO, IIPHJIO-
JKHUJI 3TOT KPecCT K ero rybam, ArpadeHa IleTpos-
Ha, KaK ObI 605Ch, UTO 3TO IIOTPEBOKUT YMUPAIO-
IIIero, Chesasa ABYDKEeHMe BIlepe]; HO KHA3b Hu-
KHTa COBEpIIeHHO TBEPJOI0 PYKOI IIepeKpe-
CTHJICA U CIIOKOMHO II0I1eJI0BaJI KpecT.

C 3TOll MHMHYTEI HAUaJOCh €ro BBI3JOPOBJIE-
HHe.

OH C Ka)XIpIM JHEM CTaJl YyBCTBOBaTh Cebsd
Kpemdye. He mpo1io Hemen, a Hukurta denopo-
BUY y)Ke aKKypaTHO IPHUHUMAaJ IIOAKPeILISI0-
IIIYI0 MUKCTYPY biiyMeHTpoCTa, eI CyII, ITHJI MO-



JIOKO U CITaJI CIIOKOMHBIM, BOCCTaHABJJIUBAIOIIIUM
CHUJIBI CHOM. I'0j10Ba ero COBepIIEHHO IIPOSICHU-
Jlach, OH MOT BCe CO0OPAasUTh U CBSI3HO AyMaTh.

Bce KpyroM roBOpWJIH, YTO HAJ HUM COBep-
LIUJIOCH UY[IO.

Kugsp HukuTa Jsydille IpyTUX IIOHUMAJ, YTO
4yJeCHbI BO3BpaT €ro K >KM3HU OBLI 0COOEH-
HBIM IIposBJieHHeM boskecTBeHHOro IIpomricia,
U OoJIbllle APYTUX YAUBJISLICA Ero IIPOSBIIEHUIO.
Hukura ®enopoBUY He TOJLKO He 060sUICA
CMepTH, He BHUJIEN B Hel HHUETO,
HaIIpOTHUB, >KAaJl ee, KaAK OCBOOOXKAEHUS, KOTO-
poe IODKHO HAaCTYIUTh PaHO MM IMO3AHO. /[yX
ero, B 6ecCMepTHH KOTOPOTO OH OBLJI TBEP/IO YBe-
peH, pBajicd HapyKy, pBajcd U3 OKOB 3eMHOIO
Tejla Ha CBOOOAY, K HOBOM KMU3HU. UTO OBLIO XO-
polero 3zmech, Ha 3emuie? JIro60Bb ero? Ho oH
3HaJI, YTO OHA He yMpeT. 1 BOT 3TO 0CBOOOXK]Ie-
HUe, 3Ta BOJIA TaK ObLJIM OJIM3KU OT HEro; Kas3a-
JIOCh, OH MOT y>Ke IIOJIYyYUTh UX, — U BIPYT ero
BEPHYJIU K IIpe’KHel 3eMHOU >KU3HY, T[je CHOBA
SIBJIAIUCH PabyTHH, 3aBUCTh, CIUIETHU U HEMU-
HyeMEble, BCaChIBAKOIIHe B CBOe TeUeHNUE YesloBe-
YeCKYI0 BOJIH, 00CTOSITEILCTBA.



KoneuHo, ymepeTs ObLI0 Jjyulie. [la U 4TO
OJHO CJIOBO, HO CaMa CMepTh CTpalllHa JIHIIb
CBOEI0 TAMHCTBEHHOCTHI0. [IoueM 3HAThH, MOXKeT
OBIThH, HA CAMOM JieJie POXKIeHHUe Topas/io CTpalll-
Hee CMepTH, a MeXAy TeM KaK MBI pajgyeMcs
eMmy!

"A ’KeHa, a ChIH? — II0yMaJl BAPYT KHA3b Hu-
KuTa. — Pa3Be 1 He HyKeH uM?"

W cebsurr06HMBOe >KejlaHWE CMepTHU II0Kas3a-
JIOCb eMy HeZoOpbIM U HexopomuM. Kakoe oH
HMeJl IIpaBoO ’KesJaThb cebe OJLHOMY OCBOOOXK[e-
HUS, KOTJ]a eT0 CeMbs 0CTaBajiach TYT?

KpomMme Toro, He 604TbC CMEPTH He 3HAUUJIO
ellle 3acIy>KUTh ee, 3aC/Iy>KUTh B TOM BH/JIE, B Ka-
KOM ’KeJiajl KHsA3b HUKHUTA.

TaxuM 06pasoM OH J0J/DKeH OBLI ellle KUTh U
JUIST cebs, U IJIsI CBOMX OJM3KHX. JJ0JDKeH OBLT
BEPHYTHLCSI B 3Ty 3eMHYI0 JKU3Hb, — IIyCTh BMe-
CTe C Hel0 BO3BPAIlaJIOCh TO 6e3BBIXOHOE II0JIO-
’KeHMe, B KOTOPOe OH OBLI II0CTAaBJIEH B JIeHb, KO-
r7a 3aboJiest. bosiesHb U TO BpeMs, KOTOpPOe IIpO-
IIUIO C ee HayaJla, pa3syMeeTcs, HUCKOJIBKO He K3-
MEeHWIN K JIy4dllleMy, a, HallpOTHUB, BEPOSTHO,
YXYALIAINA 3TO II0JIOKEHUE.



KieBeTa 1o-IipekKHeMy XO[HJIa IIPO KHATUHIO
BoJkOHCKYI0, U He O6BLIO, KasajocCh, CII0co6a
YHUYTOXKHUTE €e.

HarmpacHo BEBI3ZOpaBiIUBAKINUN KHA3bL Hu-
KUTa IlepeBopaurBajl B MBICJILX U IIepeyMbIBal
Ha BCe JIa/ibl BCe TOT »Ke BOIIPOC: KaK ObITH? OH
He HaXO/JHJI BBIXOZA.

Hu Arpadena IleTpoBHa, HU KTO-HUOYAL U3
OKPY’KaloI[UX He 3aroBapuBajl ¢ BOJIKOHCKHAM
HHU 0 4YeM, YTO MOIJIO O6bI B3BOJIHOBATh ero. Cam
OH, HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO IIOCTOSHHO TOJIBKO U
ZyMas 06 OJHOM UM TOM JKe, TO’Ke HaUuHHaJI peuu
¢ ArpadeHoi1 [IeTpOBHOM, MOYKeT OBITh, JarkKe I10-
TOMY, YTO OHa Ka’KABIHM pas, KOIJa [esIo Kaca-
JIOCh XOTs OBl OTZAJIEHHOIO0 HaMeKa, OYeHb HC-
KyYCHO OTBOJHWJIa PasroBOpP B COBEPIIEHHO [PY-
I'YI0 CTOPOHY.

TakuM 06pasoM TOYHO caMa COGOI0 YCTaHO-
BUJIACh i1 HUKUTEL PeopoBHYa IIPUBBIYKA I'O-
BOPUTH O CaMBIX HUUYTO)KHBIX IIYCTIKaX U 6es-
MOJIBHO [yMaThb CBOI0 TPEBOKHYIO IYMY.

A BeJib Ha caMOM [ieJIe II0JI0’KeHHe ObIJIO 6e3-
BBIXOZHO. Ec/iM [ja’ke HACTOATh Ha TOM, UTOOBI
Arpadena IleTpoBHa He IIprHUMaJa y cebs Pady-
THHA, U 3TO He MOIJIO IIOMOYb, CKa>KyT: II0CCOPHU-



JIUChH, PA30IIUCh, UTO 5K TAKOE, 3TO ellfe HUYEro
He 3HaYHT.

Hukura ®PenopoBHUY OIIPAaBHJICA YrKe Ha-
CTOJIBKO, UTO BCTaJ C ItocTenu. ArpadeHa Iler-
poBHA 1 MuIlia, JOBOJLHEIE ¥ CYACTIUBLIE STUM
COOBITHEM, IIPUIILINA II03[APaBUThL €ro, U OH IIPH
HUX, YJIbI0asACh ¥ KOHQY35Ch, POOKO CleJIall Iep-
BbIe CBOH IIIard I10 KOMHaTe, HETBep/o AepsKach
Ha 0C/I1abIluX HOTaxX.

biryMeHTpOCT TO’Ke 3aexajl II03APaBHUTH €ro
U CKasaJl, YTO Tellepb Oy/ieT HaBelllaTb ero TOJIb-
KO pa3 B HeJeJsIl0, IIOTOMY YTO BCe HIET "XOPOo-
mo".

B crenpyrolmuii CBOM IIpHes], TOKTOP 3acTall
BOJIKOHCKOIO y>Ke CHAAIIUM Y OTKPBITOTO OKHA.
[Toroma ObLIa AEMCTBUTENILHO >KapKas, HO Biy-
MEHTPOCT CuYeJI CBOH J0JIFOM YIPEeKHYThL HUKUTY
denmopoBuUe.

— Hy, xak ’xe Tak MoxkHO!.. Toro ruany,
CKBO3HSK IIPOXBATHUT; TOI/A YTO OyAeT? — HayaJl
OH, 3[J0POBasCh.

— Jla y>K mopa, — OTBeTHUJI BOJIKOHCKUMU CO-
BCeM TBePJBLIM I'0JIOCOM.

BIyMeHTPOCT OIJIA/IeI ero.

— UYTo K, BBl y>Ke COBCeM IIOIIPaBUIUCH? —



CKasaJl OH, U y’Ke He TeM TOHOM, KaKUM OOBIKHO-
BEHHO TOBOPSIT JOKTOpa C OOJBHBIMH, TOYHO
OyOTO C OeTbMH, JIACKOBO-CHHUCXOAUTEJIbHO, HO
COBCeM IIPOCTO, KaK C p_a_B_H_BI_M, TO eCThb
OIIPaBUBIIMNMCS U BBILIEAIINM U3 €0 IIOBUHOBE-
HUA YeJI0BEKOM.

— IpucaabTe, TOKTOP, — HPUIJIAaCUI ero Hu-
KuTa PemopoBHY.

BiiymeHTpoOCT 6bLI He B KadpTaHe, HO B OOBIK-
HOBEHHOM CepoM 006eppoKe C MeJHBIMH ITyTOBU-
IJaMU, B CUHHUX C KPaCHBIMU CTpPeJIKaMHU YyJIKaX
U 6amMakax C cepeOpsgHBIMU IIPSDKKaMU. Bumu-
MO, OH OBLI CBOOO/IeH U He eXajl HU B aKaJ[eMUI0
U HUKYJa 0COOEHHO.

— XotuTe KOode? — copocuya BOJKOHCKUY,
3Hag IIPUCTpacTHe NOKTOpa K 3TOMY HAIIUTKY,
KOTOPBIN, O/HAKO, JajieKO ellle He BCeMHU ObLI
OIleHeH 10 JOCTOUHCTBY.

Ho BiiyMeHTpOCT 0TKasaJjIcs fake 0T Kode.

— Her, HeT, MHe ceifyac HY>KHO €XaTh... y Me-
HJ [1eJI0, — CKasaJl OH.

— Kakoe >xe MoxeT O6BITE flesio! IToJTHOTE, ca-
IuTech! — HacTanBasl Hukurta ®e1opoBUY.

— BBl cMOTpUTE Ha MOU 00eppOK — 3TO HUUe-
r0 He 3HAUUT. Y MeHs [1eJI0 TaKOe, UTO TYAa MOXK-



HO exXaTh U Tak.

— A 4YTO, HAaBECTUTb KOTO-HUOYAB?

— Het, Ha BCKphITHMe Tpylla PabyTuHa, —
IIPOTOBOPUJI BIIyMeHTPOCT.

— Kak PabytuHa?! — KpukHy1 Hukura Pefo-
POBHY, ¥ 3TO YAHUBJIEHHOE, MCIIYyTAHHOE BOCKJIH-
[aHue 1opasuio biymeHTpoCTa.

CkopomocTyKHasA CMepTh MOJIOLOTO  aB-
CTPUUCKOrO rpada y>Ke [Ba AHA OblIa TAKUM U3
psZia BOH BBIXOJAIIMM COOBITHEM B IleTepOypre,
4TO ee 3HaJI BCAKUW, U BIIyMeHTPOCT HUKAK He
MOI IyMaTh, YUTO OT COBCEM BBI3[OPOBEBIIIETO
Huxkutel ®eopoBHYa CKPBIIM 9TO II0 COBEPILIEH-
HO 0COOBIM IIpUUYMHAM, U3 603HU B3BOJIHOBAaTh
ero uMeHeM PabyTHHa.

BOJIKOHCKMM CXBaTWJICA JIaLOHAMHU 3a PYUKU
KpecJa, KHHYJICI KOPIIyCOM BIIepe[ W, BCKOUUB
CO CBOEr0 MeCTa, UCIIyTaHHBIMHU IJIa3aMHU B3IJIL-
HyJI Ha biiymeHTpoOCTA.

— YT0 BEI CKasaJIy, JOKTOP? — IIPOM3HEC OH.

— A BBI He 3HaJIU? — CMYIIAsACh, IIPOTOBOPHII
biymenTpocT. — Hy, He pacKphIBauTeCh, CANb-
Te! — U OH, 3amaxuBas XajaT HUKUTEI Pemopo-
BUYA U ero pyballKy C IIMPOKOM 060PKOM, II0-
YTH HACHUJIBHO IIOCALMJI ero B Kpecyo. — S He



3HAaJI, YTO BaM He COOOIIIUIIN ellle, — IIPOA0JKAI
OH, HeJloyMeBasd, UTO cfeJjaTh elle.— Hy, MHe
mopal!

— Het, moxrtop, mocrotiTe... mmoroxute! 5 He
HyIy Bac, MHe HY>KHO 3HATh BCe, — IIPOH3HEC
Huxkura ®eopoBHUY, 06,eprUBasiCh U TOPOIIACE.

BiiyMeHTpOCT, He IO/i03peBasd, II0UeMY CKPHI-
J1 0T BoJsIKOHCKOro cMepTh PabyTuHa, He MOr
ceyac HA y KOIo HauTU cebe IIOMOIH, IIOTOMY
uT0 ArpadeHa [IeTpoBHEI He OBLIO JOMA.

Crapuk JIaBpeHTHU CTOSI TYT, BUJEJI, UTO H3-
BeCTHe JOKTOpa IIPOU3BeJIO Ha er0 «KHA3HMHLKY»
CHJIbHOE BIIeYaT/JIeHHe, UTO OH BJAPYI 3aBOJIHO-
BaJICsI BeCh, HO TO’Ke HHYEro He 3HaJ X He MOT
IIOMOYb.

— 3aueM ’Ke BBl ero OyjeTe BCKpPBIBATBH? —
CIIpocuI BOJIKOHCKUI U HeTepIleJIUBO 3abapaba-
HHJI II0 IIOJOKOHHHUKY IIaJIbI[aMH, BIIHBIIIKCH
IJasaMu B birymeHTpocCTa.

JlOKTOp IToAyMaJsl C MUHYTY.

— CKOpOIIOCTH)KHAsA CMepPThb, — IIPOTOBOPHII
OH HaKOHeIl, BUJ, YTO OTCTYIJIEHHE HEeBO3MOXK-
HO. — A 4YeJIOBeK Ba)KHBIM, HY’KHO JaThb 3HaTh
aBCTPUICKOMY [BOPY II0JPOOHBIE IPUYUHEL...

— M Korpa >xe 3TO CIIYYHIJIOCH? — CHOBA CIIPO-



CHJI BOJIKOHCKUI.

— TpeTbero gHsA BeuepoM... OH 6611 y Mapdul
[leTpoBHBI /lOJITOPYKOBOM... pPasphlB CepAIa,
IIOJDKHO OBITB.

— YV Map¢s1 [IeTpOBHBEI? — MeJJIEHHO POHSIA
KasK/IbIH CJIOT, IIPOTOBOPHII BOJIKOHCKHH.

— [la, Terieps 3TO — y>Ke He TauvHa. V [[0Jro-
PYKOBOM OBLIXA TOCTH... IIOTOM yeXaau... HUKTO
He BUJeJI, KaK IIpolles PabyTUH... 1 BAPYTI... Te-
Iepb TOJILKO Y TOBOPST, YTO O HEX U 0 rpade.

Kusa3p HukuTa 06JI0KOTUIICA Ha CIIMHKY Kpec-
Jla ¥ 3aKphLI Iv1asa. be3BHIXOLHOEe II0JIOKEHHe
KOHYMJIOCH. HepaspelruMelii BOIIPOC IIOJIYYHII
pelieHHe caM C060X0.

— Bce K syurieMy! — THX0, IIpo cebs, cKa3asa
Huxkura ®emopoBUY U, OTKPEIB IJ1a3a, YAHUBJIEH-
HO II0CMOTpeJI Ha biIyMeHTpOoCTa, TOUHO He OXKH-
IlaJI BUZIeTh ero IIpej; co6010.

— BrimeiiTe BOJBI, — CKasasl MeXJy TeM [OK-
TOP, II0JaBasi CTaKaH.

BOJIKOHCKHUI OTCTPaHUJI BOAY U TBEPABIM IO-
JIOCOM CKasaJI:

— He Hazo!

Arpadena IleTpoBHa [aBHO yKe IIpHexasa
IIOMOM, HO He BeJjiejla TOBOPUTBL O cebe MYXKY.



OHa, BCS B3BOJIHOBaHHAas, XO/HJIA II0 CBOEMY Ka-
OMHeTy, cTapasiCh IPUUTH B ce6s1, YTOOBI ITIOTOM
MOTHATHCA K KHA310 HUKHUTe COBCEM CIIOKOMHOIO
U He II0JIaTh €My BHJa CBOeM TpeBOIru. OHa TOJIb-
KO 4TO y3HaJIa, YTo B filoMe PabyTUHa, ceryac ke
II0CJIe er0 CMepTH, ObLI IIPOU3BefieH 00BICK U 3a-
XBaueHa BCd IlepelrrcKa rpada, Mesxay KOTOpPOIo
OBLIIO MHOTO U ee IIHCeM, OYeHb Cepbe3HbIX. BMe-
CTe C 3TOX0 IIepellMCKOM M OHa caMa, ArpadeHa
IleTpoBHa, IIoIIaajIa B pyKH MeHIIIHKOBA.

HaxoHnelr oHa IIofolIa K 3epKasly, OIJIAJe-
JIach, OIIpaBUJIAChH ellle pas U pelIniach UATH
HaBepXx. Ha JjiecTHHIle OHa BCTpeTHyIACh C Biry-
MEHTPOCTOM.

— Huuero, HHYero, — IIOCIEIIHO OTBETHUJI
IOKTOP U, TOYHO BHHOBATHIN, IIPOCKOJIb3HYJI
BHHU3, CKa3aB, YTO TOPOITUTCH.

— ArpadeHy1iika, — BCTpeTHJI KHiA3b HUKUTa
’KeHy, — a Thl MHe He CKasaJja, 4To PabyTuH...

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA He [ajla eMy JOIOBO-
puth. OHa He O’KHJajIa 3TOro, U BCe ee CTapa-
TeJILHO IIOATOTOBJIEHHOE MHHMOE CIIOKOMCTBHE
HCYe3JI0 B OJUH MUT.

— He Hazo, He Hazo 06 3TOM! — 3aroBOpHUIA
OHa.



— /la oTyero >Xe He HaA0? — CIIPOCUJ BoJr-
KOHCKHH.

Kuarunaa sHajia My»ka. OHa BHJeJa, UTO OH
3aMeTHJI BBICTYIIMBIIIEe y Hee BOJIHEHHEe U YTO
HY>XKHO ceHiyac OOBSICHUTH IIPUYMHY ero, HHaye
OH MOJKeT CHOBA 3a0eCIIOKOUTHLCs, He BOJIHYeTCs
KOTOPBIX XOTh CKOJIBKO-HUOYAb OBLI JOPOT ey, a
HaCTOLIIyI0 IIPUYHUHY CBOET0 BOJIHEHUS OHa 060s-
Jlach CKasaThb, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO MOTJIO eIlfe Xy’Ke
HUCIIyraTh 60JIbHOIO.

— IlotroMy uTO cMepTh PabyTHMHa BBIBOAUT
Hac U3 3aTPyAHEHUSA KM KaK-TO HEeJIOBKO TOBO-
pUTH 06 3TOM, — Jorajajachk OHa COJraTb, U
KHs3b HUKHTAa yCIIOKOMJICS.



Vil
BCE K I'YHLWLEMY

qepes HeCKOJIbKO aHed Hukura ®emopoBud, B
IIepBBII pas Iocje 60Ie3HU OFETHINU «I10-3710-
POBOMY», TO eCThb B KapTaH, YyJIKHU U OallIMaKH,
U II0TOMY OCOOEHHO TII[aTeJbHO BBIOPUTHIM U
IIpUYeCaHHBbIH, I1TesI Ha II0JIOBUHY KeHBI, COBCEM
"UMCTEeHBbKUU U IJIaJeHBKUK', KaK TIOBOpHJIA
Arpadena IleTpoBHa.

— Hy, BOT U g K TeGe B IOCTH, — CKasaJjl OH,
3/10pOBasCh C YKeHOI0 U OIJIsI/IbIBasi ee KaOUHET, B
KOTOPOM [IaBHO y>Ke He OBbLJI 1 KOTOPBIN Kasascsa
eMy Tellephb JIydllle, 4eM OH AymaJ. — Hy-c, ¢ ce-
TOHSAIIIHETO JHs, — IIPOJO0JDKAJ OH, — S OIATH
HauHy Bce Io-lipexHeMy. [lopa! OmATH BO3b-
Mych 3a Munry. OH, BepHO, HUUero He Jiejal B
3TO BpeMs?

—I'me X pesaTh! — ysbIOHyJIach ArpadeHa
[TerpoBHA. — OH IIOYTH BCe BpeMs1 OBLI BO3JIe Te-
04... 51 Tebe pacckaseIBajIa...

— CJIaBHBIH, CJIaBHBIA Ma/IbUHK! — IIOQTBED-
IO KHA3E HUKHTA.

— Tuie! — mporoBopuiia ArpadeHa IleTpos-



Ha, IIOHIDKAadA ToJIoC M IJIa3aMM II0KashIiBasg Ha
IBEPB CBOEM CIIaJIbHU.

— A OH TaM? — TaK ke THUXO CIIPOCHUJI KHA3b
Huxwurta.

— KaxkeTcs...

— Muina, THI 37ech? — KpUKHYJI Hukura ®e-
IOPOBUY U HAKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY HaOOK.

Muirta He ceifuac oTBeTHMJ/I. OH CJIBIIIAJ IIO-
XBaJly OTIIa U, CMyTUBIIUCH €10, KOHQY3UJICA Te-
Iepb OTK/IMKHYTHCH.

- Muira! — cHOBa ITOBTOPUJI BOJIKOHCKUU.

— 31ech, OaTmIIKa! — OTBETHJI, HaKOHEII,
MaJIbYMK, HO He IIOIles K 0TIy, YyBCTBYS, UTO
KpacHeeT ellje OT YCJIBIIIaHHEIX CJIOB ero.

—Yro TBHI TaM Jejaelb? — CIPOCHUI KHA3b
Huxwurta.

— CMoTp10 B OKHO. MEI ¢ JIaBpeHTHEM CEero-
IHd 11o¥eM Ha HeBy pbiOy j10BUTH. OH yIilesI 3a
KPIOYKaMU, TaK I KV ero.

— A-a! — mpousHec Hukuta PenopoBUY H,
OCTaBUB ChIHA Ha e€ro BLDKHUATEIHLHOM IIOCTY,
3aroBopuI ¢ ArpadeHol [IeTpOBHOI.

OH 4YyBCTBOBaJ CcerogHs cebsg coBceM O60[-
PBIM, 3T0POBBIM U BeCeJIBIM.

—Kakoii 4 COH OTBpaTUTEJLHBINA BHJEIa



CeroJHs, — paccKasbelBaja OHa, — y»kac!l.. Onars,
Kak IIpeJ; TBOeH 60JIe3HbIO, BCe HU3aJa >KeMUyT
U cUuTasIa IeHbIU.

— OX, 3TH JeHbru! — BOCK/JIUKHYJI KH3b Hu-
KUTa. — 3HAaelllb, BOT HEIHYE, TOBOPAT, AbSIBOJIBI
HU3-TI0J, 3eMJIM He BBIXOZAT. /la 3aueM H BBIXO-
IUTH UM, IIpaBo! BEIIIYCTAT pyAy 30JI0TYIO, & MBI
caMH 0OKOIlaeMcs [0 Hee, 1a U II0OHalesIaeM POB-
HBIX KPY’KOYKOB, H CKOJIbKO M3-38 HHUX 3JIa II0M-
net!.. 1 npsBOJIaM CIIOKOMHee, MU HaM He CTpalll-
Ho. HamrpoTus...

— baTro1ika, — paspgaJica B 3TO BpeMs roJiocC
Muiy U3 crajbHU, — IIOCMOTPHTE, K HaM COJI-
IaTel Ha BOP UAYT.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, IIepeMeHUBIINUCH B JIU-
11e, OBICTPO B3IJIAHYJIA B OKHO W BOIIPOCUTEJIb-
HO-pacTepssHHO obOepHyJIachk K MyXKy. B Bopora
HX J0Ma Ha caMOM [iejie BXOJMJ/IU POBHEBIM, TO-
POILIMBEIM IIIaTrOM TPH PsAZia COJIAAT C 0QUIIEPOM.

Kuasr HUKHTa U ero sKeHa cpasy Jorajajuch,
YTO 3TO 3HAYMUT.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BCKOUYMJIA CO CBOETO Me-
CTa ¥ MOTJIa TOJIbKO IIPOU3HECTH:

— l'ocrromgy, UTO >Ke 3TO?

Ha Heli 1uI1a He OBLIO.



— IlycTaku! — BAPYT IIPUIIIO B TOJIOBY KHS-
310 HuKuTe, ¥ OH ITOCIIEIIMII YCIIOKOUTE KeHY. —
IIpocTo, BepHO, HOBLIE IIOJIKU IIPUIILIU U PasMe-
LITAX0TCA I10 KBApTUpaM: OHU K HaM Ha II0CTOH
UIYT — BOT U BCe.

— Her, 6aTromika, 3T0 — IIpeobpakeHCKHe, —
CHOBA U3 CIIaJIbHU CKasaJ Mwuila, BUFUMO, TOP-
IICb 3SHaHHWEM BOEHHOI0 MYHIMpPaA.

— MuUJIbIi, 4TO >Ke 3T0? — C OTYasIHHEM IIO-
BTOpWIa ArpadeHa IleTpoBHA, CXBAaTUBIIUCH 3a
PYKY My>Ka.

— Muna, cTynai K cebe, — BIpPYT BCTaBas U
BBIIIPSIMJISSACH, CKa3asl BOJIKOHCKUM U 06paThiICca
K JKeHe:- Tbl He ObLIa IpeayIIpeKieHa, Tebe HU-
KTO He COOOIIMJI HNPUYMHBI? § TebsS eCTb, UTO
CIIpATaTh? — OBICTPO, IMOHM)KAsA [0 IIeIoTa Io-
JIOC, IIPOTOBOPUJI OH.

— Jla! — Kak-To HeolIpeeJeHHO IIPOU3HeCIa
OHa.

— Xopot1o. IIpgys Bce, UTO ycIieenls. i ero, —
KH3b KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY OKHAa, — 3aJlepiKy, Ha-
CKOJIbKO BO3MO’KHO. A TaM — He 00Ics: g Bce
OpuMy Ha ce6s1. CKaKy, YTO ThI ObLIa JIUIIb II0/-
CTaBHBLIM JIMIIOM, a BO BCeM ObLJI BHUHOBAT 4.

B 3T0 BpeMsd psaLoM, B TOCTUHOM, y>Ke CJIBIIIIa-



JIUCh GecliepeMOHHBIe, TsDKeJIble 11aru ouIiepa,
CTy4aBIlIer0 CBOMMHU 60TOpPTaMHU.

Kuasp HukuTa TBepAbIMH IlIaTaMH HalIpa-
BUJICA K JBEPU B TOCTUHYIO.

ArpadeHna IleTpoBHA C yAUBJIIEHHEM IIOCMOT-
pesia emy Bciefl. B ero ToHe, II0X0/iKe, B KaXKI0M
IOBIDKEHUU SIBUJIOCH BIPYI CTOJIBKO YBEePEeHHO-
CTH, CTOJILKO XJIAJHOKPOBUS, YTO OHA, OXKUJAB-
Iast UCIryra, MokeT OBITB, Jjlake TpelleTa C ero
CTOPOHBI, — IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa Tellepb, KaK HH-
CTUHKTHUBHO IIepefaoch el, 3arylas ee UCIIyT,
9TO ero XJIafHOKPOBHUE, U C PaZO0CTHI0 OLIyIlfaaa
BCIO CHJIy CBOEM JIIOOBU K MY’KY, IIOTOMY UTO IIO-
Ka TaM BIIepe/iy UTo ellle Oy/ieT, HO Tellephb el He
OBLIIO CTPAIIHO II0f, 3aII[UTOM 3TOr0 YesioBeKa, U
OHAa KHWHYJIaCch K CBOUM Oymaram.

Hukura ®enopoBuY, BBEIMAA B TOCTUHYIO, 3a-
XJIOIIHYJI 3a COO00 /iBephb U CTaJl IIpef Her. OH
CIIOKOMHO IVIA/le/I Ha IIOAXOAUBIIEr0 B HeMY
oduIlepa, HeBOJILHO IIPUIIOMUHAY, I[le OH BU/eNI
9TO OTKY/Ia-TO 3HAKOMOE eMy JIHUII0 — 3aropeJIoe,
rpy6oe, ¢ 60JIBIINUMU KECTKUMH YCaMU U HaBUC-
IIMMU Ha IJ1a3a OpOBSIMU.

— Ilo mpukasy g 06s13aH, IIPOU3Belsd OOBICK,
II0OCTaBUTh KapayJ y BXOZOB Cero JoMa, — 3aro-



BOpPUJI oQUIlep TeM CaMbIM 6acoM, KOTOPBIM OT-
IaBaJ KOMaHAy coJsiraraM. — IIpolry II0BHHO-
BaThC.

U roJioc ero, ¥ 1ievuncTas, CUIbHasa QUrypa, u
BeChb ero IPO3HBIM BU[ IIPOM3BOAMIN BIledaTJIe-
HUe, BHYyIIIaKOIllee HEBOJILHLIN cTpaX. OH, BUIU-
MO, IIPUBBIK IIPOU3HOCUTH CKa3aHHLIE UM CJI0Ba
U IIPUBLIK TaK)Ke, UTO JIIOLH, K KOTOPBIM OH SIB-
JIZICA CO CBOUM IIOpy4YeHHeM, HeMe[JIeHHO PO-
6eJIx U TepS/IUCH IIpefi HUM, YCJIBIIIaB ero rojoc.

— CkakuTe, IIOXKAJIyHCTa, — HAdaJd TUXUM,
POBHEBIM U MeJJIEHHBIM I'0JI0COM BOJIKOHCKUY, —
Ie g Bac Bujgea?

Odurirep He 0KHUIAJ TAKOT'O BOIIPOCaA.

— HM3BOJIbTEe IIOBHHOBATHLCA! — ellle TpoMye
pousHec OH. — [Io3BoJIbTe IIponTH!

— VIUBUTEJIBbHO 3HAKOMOe JINII0, — IIOBTO-
pwt Tak ke Tuxo Hukura ®egopoBud. — Tak BEI
TrOBOPHUTE — OOBICK? — BAPYT OYATO BCIIOMHUJI
OH. — YTo0 K, oO6bIcKHBaMTe! BOoT rocTuHas, Ha-
YUHaNTe XOTh C Hee.

— A BBl OyfieTe XO03IMHOM 3TOro jaomMa? —
cripocu1 ouIlep, He Bepsi, YTOOBI YeJIOBEK, KOTO-
poro 6JIM3K0 KacaeTcs ero II0gBJIeHHe, MOT TOBO-
PUTE C HUM TaK.



— Jla, X0349MH, — OTBETHJ KHI3b HUKUTA.

— Hy, Tak Ha Tako# ciay4dail U3BOJIbTE IIOBU-
HOBaThCd! S caM 3HaI, ¢ Yyero HayaTh. I'/[le KOM-
HaTa KHATHHU BOJIKOHCKOMI?

— KHaruHga ofeBaeTcsa ele, — IIPOM3HEC
KHA3b HUKHTa, IO-IIpeyKHeMy 3aCJIOHSAs COO0X0
IBEpPh.

Odurnep ocraHoBuUicd. OH YyBCTBOBAJ, 4YTO
9TOT TOBOPUBIIINY C HUM 4YeJIOBeK, He OpOo0OeB IIe-
per HuM, He II01aJICS eMY, ¥ OH He BJIaJieeT UM.

— Bce paBHO... 1 00513aH BOMTH... II0 IIPHKa-
3y! — CKasaJI OH y’Ke He TaK I'POMKO, KaK BHaua-
Jie, U TI0’KaB IlJIeyaMH, KakK OBl cchLiIasiCh Ha TO,
4TO JIOJKEeH UCIIOJIHATD CIYXKOY.

"Bbl BoMIeTe ceiiuac",— XOTeJ CKasaTb Hu-
kuta PefOpOBUY U BAPYT y3HaJ oduilepa: 3TO
OBLI TOT CaMblii, KOTOPBIM BeJI COJIAAT, KOI/ia Bes-
Ju JleBbepa.

Odurep BHUes, KaK 106JeIHE]T BOJIKOHCKUMN
U IIaTHYJICI B CTOPOHY, eBa YXBaTUBIIHCH 34
KOCSK; BOCII0JIb30BaBIIUCH 3TUM, OQUIlep B3ICA
33 PY4YKYy IBEpH U BOIIEJ B CJIeAYIOIIYI0 KOMHa-
Ty.

Hukura ®PenepoBHUY 3HAJ, UTO eIlle CEKYH-
la — U y Hero B I'0JIOBe IBUTCA I10JIHOe, ICHOe, CO



BCEMU ITOPOOHOCTSIMU COIIOCTaBJIEHNEe HeCuacT-
HOU y4acTu /leBbepa C TeM, YTO IIPOUCXOSUT Te-
epb, ¥ TOTZA BCe IIPOIIAJIO, OH OKOHYATEJIbHO
norepsiercd. IlosToMy OH cpesiag Haf, Cco60X0
HeyeJIOBeueCKOoe YCUINE, YTOObI YHUUTOXKUTH B
cebe BCSIKOe BOCIIOMHHAHIE M BCIO CIIOCOOHOCTE
MBICJIM HAIPaBUThL K HACTOAIeMY, T_a_K, Kak
OHO eCTb, 6e30THOCUTEJILHO K TOMY, YTO OBLIIO U
4aTo OyZeT.

Ho ¥ B HacTOs111eM MOTJIO y>Ke ObITh BCe I10Te-
psHO. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHA efjBa JIU MOIJIA CIIPS-
TaTh BCe, UTO OBLJIO HY>KHO, U IIPUTOM, CIIPITATh
TaK, UYTOOBI HeJb3s OLLJI0 HAaNTH.

Hukurta ®enopoBUU 3arysiHyJI B KaOUHET JKe-
HbL. OduIlep cTosur TaM, Kak 6bI coobparkas, OT-
KyZa HauyaTb 00BICK. HaKOHeIl OH II0J0IlesI K OK-
HY, OTBOPHUJI €ro U I103BaJI IBYX COJIAAT.

Arpadens! IleTpoBHBI He OBLI0O B KOMHAaTax.
Uepes3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OHA IIPUIILIA U3 BXO/I-
HBIX IBepei TOCTUHOM.

— Vcresra? — TUXO0, CKBO3b 3y0ObI CIIPOCHIL, HA
BCAKHUI CIy4YaW II0-HEMeIlKU, He IJIAAd Ha Hee,
KHA3b HUKHTA.

— He Bce! — Tak ke oTBeTHJIa OHA. — IIHCE-
Ma OpaTra AJjieKcesd U BEHCKHUe OTHecsa K Tebe U



crpsTasa B CTOJL

Oduriiep c IIOMOIIBIO IT03BAHHBIX COJIZAT Ha-
Jasl X03dMHHUYaTh B KabuHeTe ArpadeHsl IleT-
poBHEBEL. CaM OH IIPUHSJICA 3a OIOPO, a COJIfa-
TaM — OJHOMY BeJleJl CAUpaTh KOBep C II0JIa,
IPYyroMy — paspHCOBaHHOE II0JIOTHO CO CTeH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA, HEpPBHO C)KaB 3a CIIH-
HOI0 PYKH, XOAWIa B3aJ U BIepe] II0 TOCTUHOM.
BOJIKOHCKHUH CTOSUI B ABEPSIX U CIefyI 3a pabo-
TOM 0OBICKUBAIOIIIHX.

OHH, BUAVMO, MCKAIU YyTh JIX He IIeJI0T0 4y-
JlaHa WJIY II0TaMHOM [BEepH, MW II0 KpaWHen
Mepe JII0Ka, KaK OyATO CIpsATaHHBIEe IIUCbMa He
MOTJIM IIOMECTUTECSI B XUTPO YCTPOEHHEIX, CKPHI-
TBIX OTZeJIeHHAX, TaK HasbIBaeMBIX "boites aux
poisons” {}, He60JILIIOTO ITKapUKaA UTATBIHCKON
paboTiAIuK Id A10B (Pp.). bl, KOTOPBIHA CTOSI B
yIJIy KOMHATHIL.

Odurep mouth He oOpaTHU/ BHUMAaHUSA Ha
9TOT IIKaQUK, HeOPe)XHO BHICHIIIAB Ha II0JI Ka-
KHe-TO 0e3/iesIyIIKH U3 ero AIUKOB.

Hukura ®enmepoBud BHJEJ, KAK OH OTKJIa/bI-
BaJI B CTOPOHY BCAKYIO IIOIIAZAaBIIYIOCI €My IIOf
PyKy 6yMakky. TyT IIOIIaJIMCh U IIepBbIe OIIBITHI
MuUIu B MUCbMe, U CYeT Ha KOJIMYeCTBO BOJIOCH-



HBIX U3JeJIUM, UCIIOJITHEHHBIX BapTOTOM, U IIpU-
IJIacUTeJIbHbIe OMIeThl Ha MacKapazgbl. Ciens 3a
BCeM 3THM, KHS3b HHKHTa BIPYr C YJIBIOKOH
BCIIOMHWJI, UTO HUKOT/IA He IIMcaJl )KeHe IHUCeM,
TakK KaK HU pasy He paccTaBaJiCsa C HEI CO Bpe-
MEHHU UX CBaAbOBbI.

OcMoOTp KabuHeTa IIpoIiesI 6J1aromoJaydHo.

— Tertepb U3BOJIBTE IIPOBECTU MeHs B Ballly
KOMHaTy, — o6paTuics opuiiep K BoIKOHCKOMY.

Cepzrte xHa39 HUKUTEI C2KaJIOCh.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH CPEU TO-
CTHUHOM, IIOJHSIB T0JIOBY U JleprKa II0-IIpesKHeMY
3a CIIMHOK PYKU.

Mumo Hee TIpouuId OQUIlEp, IIPITABIINMN 3a-
XBaueHHble UM OyMaru B CyMKy, 1 Hukura ®Pe-
IOPOBUY, KOTOPBIX BeJI ero K cebe.

"Bce KOHUEHO!" — MeJIbKHYJIO ¥ KHATHHH.

Oduilep TOPOIIMBBIMU IIIaraMU IIOJHSJICS B
KOMHATY KHA35 HUKUTEL, IIPSAMO IIOZOIIEN K ero
010p0 U IIpUHAJICA KOIIaThbCsa B ero 6ymarax. OH
BBIOpaJ Bce mucbMa. TyT ObLIM ITHMCbMa YepeMm-
3uHa, [leTpa MuxaninoBuuya becTykeBa, HUUero,
BIIpOYEM, B cebe He 3aKJI0YaBIIIHE.

HaxkoHery opuriep I10A0IesI K CTOJIY U B3SICA
3a ero AIUK.



"M He MoOIJIa OHA 3aCYHYTL XOTH 3a KHHUIH...
HY’KHO >Ke OBLIO KJIAaCTh B CTOJ!" — IIOgyMaJl
KHA3b HUKHTa U 3aKpbLI IJjla3a, YTOOBI He BU-
IeThb TOrO, YTO CJIYYUTCAd Cceluac, OJHAKO He
yTepIiesl ¥ CHOBA OTKPBLI UX.

Odunep Tak >Ke CIIOKOMHO U PaBHOIYIIIHO,
Kak 6paJ cyeTa U MUIIMHEI OIBITHI Ilepa, B3sI
BCe HaXOJIUBIIIKECI B CTOJIe OyMaru U CIpsTall
HUX B CBOIO CYMKY.

"Ecsix GBI OH 3HAJI, YTO II0IIAJIOCh €My, TO He
Ob1 OBl TaK paBHOAYIIEH", — OISTH IIOJyMaJl
KHA3b HUKHUTA.

IlepeprIB BCI0O KOMHATy BOJIKOHCKOIO U [0-
BOJIbHO HeOpe’)KHO OCMOTpeB OCTajbHbIE, 0QU-
L1ep yIlIes, OCTaBUB KapayJl Y BEIXOJHBIX IBEpei.

Kuasp Hukuta 110 yxome oduiiepa MUHOBAJI
o000 paHHBIM KaOWHET >KeHbl U BOIEJ K Hell B
CITaJIbHIO.

Arpadena IlerpoBHa 6bu1a TyT. OHa CHJeJIa,
OIIyCTUB I'0JIOBY, ¥, Ka3aJIOCh, HU O UeM He JyMa-
JIa.

— IIuceMa B34ATHI? — OTPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHIIA
oHa. Hukura ®e1opoBHUY MaxHyJI PyKOIO.

OHHU 06a HAXOWIUCH ellle IO/, BIUSHUEM IIO-
PpasHBIIET0 MX HEOKHUAAHHOIO IIeperosoxa, U



6eCIIOKOMCTBO, U TpeBOoTa OBIIU ellje Ha TOU BBIC-
IIIe TOYKe, KOTZa OHHU /10 TOTO CHJIbHBI, YTO Ye-
JIOBEK He OIlyIliaeT UX. Tak, TOBOPAT, y QU3nUe-
CKOM 6011 6BIBAIOT MUHYTHI, UTO OHA CTAHOBUT-
Cs1 HEeOII[YTHMOIO.

— Xopo11o, 4yTo y Teb6s HUYero He HallLIH, a
Bce y MeHda! — ckasan Hukuta PemopoBUY. —
IJTO MHOTOMY MOJKET IIOMOYb.

ArpadeHna IleTpoBHa He OTBeTHJIA.

— S npuHecy TebGe YCIIOKOUTEJIbHBIX Ka-
I1eJb, — IIPOTrOBOPUJI KH3b OIIATH U IIOZOIIesI K
IBepH.

B xabuHeTe ArpadeHsl IleTpOBHEI CTOSLI JIaB-
PeHTHIA.

— Tebe 4yero? — CIpOCHJI ero BOJIKOHCKHUM,
BU/[IS, YTO CTAPUK CMYTHJICS IIPU €r0 II0IBJIEHUN.

— Jla, BOT, KHA3UHbBKA, 51 BUeJI, KaK KHATUHS,
Arpadena IleTpoBHa, II0JI0KHJIa BaM B CTOJI OY-
Maru CBOH, — Jia ¥ lorajajics, UYTo TaM UX HaUTHU
MoryT. Hy, 4 ¥ Iocrelmys BEIHYThL UX U K cebe
CIIpsTas. A y MeHs He HAlIUIU 6B X! — 11 OH BHI-
HYyJI U3 3aJJHET0 KapMaHa I1ayKy IIKCeM, BO BCeH
HUX HEeIIPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH.

Hukura ®esepoBUY BCIIOMHUII, YTO B CTOJIE
ero JiekaJIi pasHble pellellThl, U YTO OQHIlep



YHeC U3 3TOTr0 CT0JIA 3TU PellellThl, a He IMUChMa.
U BApPYT eMy CTaI0 TaK CMEIIHO, YTO OH He MOT
yIep>KaTh CBOM HEPBHBIM, 6eCCO3HATEIbHBIN XO-
XOT; TPSACACH OT Hero BCeM TeJIOM, OH BOerkasl
CHOBa K ’KeHe M, KMHYB Ha CTOJIUK IIpef; Helo
IIHUCbMAa U e[Ba IIPOroBOPHUB: "Bce 11ebl!" — IIpo-
0JDKaJI CMesIThCS HeyIep>KUMO, 3apasUuTesIbHO.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa HECKOJIBKO pas IlepeBe-
Jla IJIa3a TO Ha Hero, TO Ha JIeKaBIIIKe Ha CTOoJIe
¥CbMa ¥ BJAPYT, TOYHO 3apasUBIINCHE CMEXOM
My’Ka, Hayvajla TO)Ke CMesITbCSI HUCTEPUYHO, 60-
JIe3HEHHO.

Ho BcKoOpe 3TOT cMeX IIepelles B CyXHe, TshKe-
JIble, UKAIOIlHe PhITaHUA.

Kua3p HUKHUTa YII0XKUI )KeHY B II0CTeJIb, /1Al
KalleJIb, BOJBI, 3a0bIBasi BCSIKOe OCTaJIbHOe Oec-
IIOKOMCTBO U AyMas 06 ofgHOM JUIIb ArpadeHe
ITeTpoBHe.

OHa ompaBuIach U YCIOKOWJIACH TOJIBKO K
Beyepy.

Hukura ®emopoBUY cHpies BO3je Hee 10 TeX
II0p, II0Ka OHa 3acHyJa, BepHee — 3abbLIach, U
JIAIIb TOIZIA, II0 HEOTBSA3SYMBOMY HACTOSIHUIO Po-
3Bl, [IPUIIE/IIIIell CMEHUTH ero, YIIes K cebe.

JlaBpeHTHUH XIajl ero 3hech ¢ KaKUMU-TO KY-



LIaHbAMH, U BOJIKOHCKUI TOJILKO TeIlephb BCIIOM-
HUJI, YTO HUYETIO ellle He eJI C yTpa; HO eMy He
XOTeJIOCh eCTh, OH 0TOCjIaJ] JIaBpeHTHUs U OCTall-
Cs1 O[TUH.

Kusasp HukuTa CcHOBa IIpoBesl 0eCCOHYIO
HOYb, B TeueHHe KOTOPOM HMJIHU CHJeJI Y CBOEro
CTOJIa, OIIYCTHB II0 IIPUBBIYKE TOJIOBY Ha PYKH,
WU XOLUJI IIOTUXOHBKY B CIIAJILHIO JKEHBI, II1a-
rag yepes o60gpaHHble U BassABIINeCSd Ha II0JIYy
B KaOHHeTe KOBep U pacKpalleHHOe II0JI0OTHO.
ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa HECKOJIBKO pas OTKphIBasIa
rjasa, ¥ My JaBaJjl el xaiuid. Cpequ HOYU OH
3acTajs y ABepHd MaTepu Mwuily, 60CHUKOM, B Of-
HOM pyo6allike, ¥ IIPOrHaJ ero crnarb. OH CTaHO-
BUJICS TakoKe IIpef 06pa3oM M YUTal MOJIUTBHI
3a cBoro Arpadeny IleTpoBHYy.

"Tocmogu, 4TO OHU Cchesaay Cc /JleBbepoM, U
YTO OHH CJesaloT ¢ Hero?! T'ocmomy, JIUITE OBI ee
He TPOHYyJIM!" — MBICJIEHHO o6pailrascd oH K bo-
I'y U CHOBa MOJIMJICS.

HakoHel OH K yTpy obeccuiiesl ¥ IIpUer Ha
KYIIIETKY.

EfBa KHA3L 3aKpBLI IJ1a3a, KaK B ero yIax
paspaarch 6610 CHOBA 6apabaHHBIN 60U U I'yjie-
HHE TOJIIIBI, HO TSOKEJIbIM, XOTA CHaCUTeJbHBIN



COH, KaK CBUHIIOM, 3aJIlaBUJI €T0.

JloyIro iy mpoJiexkas Tak KH13b HukuTa — OH
He MOT JaTh cebe oTyeTa. OH IIPOCHYJICI KaK Oy/I-
TO OT HAIIEeKIIIero ero rojIoBy COJIHIIA, TaK OHAa
OblIa TOpsAYa y Hero; HO COJIHIIE Ha caMOM JeJie
He mekJs0. OKHa OBLLIH 3aBeIllaHbl, COBCEM KaK BO
BpeMs ero 6osie3sHU. BeposiTHO, JIaBpeHTHH Cie-
JiaJ aTo. KHsa3p HuKHTa BCTajI, BCIIOMHHAA, UTO
O6p10 Buepa. I'0JI0By ero HauMHa/IA yKe >KaTbhb
MATKUe TUCKY, W OH OIIyIlajJ] B HEU Ty caMylo
60J1b, KOTOpPas IIOBTOPSIACh Y HET0 OOBIKHOBEH-
HO IIpeXKJe TOJILKO BECHOI0.

"A, MO>KeT OBITh, B_C_e 3_T_0 OBLI TOJILKO COH
W HUYEro 3TOro He IIPOUCXOAHJIO?" — IIOJyMaJl
Hukuta ®eopoBHUY U II0IIeJI BHUS.

Ho cTpamHbIi Xaoc, apuUBIINK B KabuHeTe
Arpadensl IIeTpOBHBI, CBUETEILCTBOBAJ O TOM,
4yTO BCe, 4yTO BcIloMHumI Hukurta denoposudy,
MIPOU30IIIO HAagBY U He ObLII0O CHOBHU/IEHHUEM.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa Jie)kasia B IIOCTeJIH C 3a-
KUHYTBIMH 3a TOJIOBY PpyKaMHU U OOJIBIIIMMHU, CO-
BCEM CYXHMHU IJla3aMH CMOTpeJsia IIpel co6010.
Posa, cBepHYBIIIHUCEL Ha KpecJe, cIiajaa, CBeCUB To-
JIOBY.

—J yxe maBHO O4YHYJIaCh, — IIPOrOBOpPHIIA



Arpadena IleTpoBHa HaBCTpedy MyXy, — [Ja
’KaJIb 6B1I0 OyIUTH ee, — KM OHa II0Kasasa Ha Po-
3y. — KoTopslii Teneps yac?

Kugasr HukHTa I10111eJT Y3HATh. BB yoKe BTO-
po¥ yac [gHA. BOJIKOHCKHU pasbyausn Po3y u
OCTaJICs C KeHOIO.

KapayJibHBIE HUKOI'0 He BBIIIYCKaIH H3 JoMa.
['OTOBUTH MPHUIIJIOCHE K3 TeX 3aIlacoB, KOTOPEIE
HMEJINCH B KJIAJI0OBBIX.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa BeJlesla IIPUHECTH Kode
M 3aCTaBHJIa MY>Ka TO>Ke BBIIIUTE C HEO.

Po3sa, 3agBHBIIIAsA, YTO y’Ke OTHOXHYyJIA H He
X0u4eT CIIaTh, camMa IIpUHecIa Ha II0JHoce Kode U
ZiBe YaIlIKH.

— Tam JIaBpeHTHH IIPOCHUT TOCIIOJHHA KHS-
351, — CKa3aJla OHa KHA310 HUKHTe M0-HeMeIKH.

BOJIKOHCKUI BEILIe]I K JIaBpeHTHIO.

— Her, THI 1peficTaBb cebe, 3aUueM BBI3BIBAJI
MeHs JIaBpeHTHH? — CTaJl OH pacCKashIBaTh,
BEPHYBIIINCHL 0YeHEL CKOPO K JKeHe. — ITH JIIAU
IIPOCTO YAWBUTEJLHBEI! — M B IIepBEIA pas Co
BUepalllHero [IHS YJBIOHYJICA OOJIBIIOI, CBET-
JIOI0 YJIBIOKOK. — 3Haelllb, (QOpeuTop TBOM,
MaJIbYHIIIKa, KOTOPOro AKYJIBKOM IIPO3BAJIH, —
IIpHUILIes ¥ MOJIUT AaTh eMy KaKoe-HUOYb II0pY-



4eHHe, KJISHAChH, UYTO BCe HUCIIOJIHUT U «KUCTH»,
KaK TOBOPHT, [IJI1 TOCIIOJ He II0’KaJIeeT, JIMIIb
Obl mpuKasagud. "I HHUX,— TOBOPHUT, —

Y xHA3s HuKMTa, BUAUMO, TPOHYTHIN YYaCTH-
€M AKYJIbKH, Yallle 3aMOopraJi IJla3aMH.

ArpadgeHe IleTpoBHe CTajJ0 HEMHOKKO CO-
BECTHO IIpef AKy/JIbKOM. OHa HUKOIZIa He JII0OU-
Jla er0 M 4acTO BBEITOBAapHBajia eMy IIpexkzie, U
BIpPYT Tellepb OH 0Kas3aJICI OJHH U3 IE€PBIX, BbI-
KasaBIIIHUX ycepjHe, KOIJa IIOHSI, UTO rocIiofaM
IIPHUIIJIOCH KPYTO.

— Het, atu Jromu!.. — IIOBTOPHJI BOJIKOH-
CKHI. — Y’K s He TOBOPIO IIpO JIaBpeHTHs C ero
IMMCbMaMH, HO MaJIbYUIIKa, GoperTop... 1 mpes-
CTaBb cebe, TOBOPAT, CETOHS Y HacC B JloMe BCe
CTapHUKH BCI0 HOYb MOJIMJINCE.

— Muirta MHe TOBOPHJI, YTO JIaBpeHTHH JaJl
06eT HUATHU IIeIIKOM B KueB, eciid Bce IIPOMJET
6J1aroIroJiygHo, — cKasasa ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
U yJIBIOHYJIACh.

— 3HaeIlb YT0? — BAPYT 6JIeCHYB IJIa3aMU U
BOUpas BCel0 IPYABI0 BO3[YyX, BOCK/IMKHYJ Hu-
kKuta demopoBuu.— U g9 ¢ HUM IIOWAY, BOT
4TO! — pelInI OH, KaK OYATO BCe y>Ke IIPOIIJIO U



OBLIO IIO-IIpe’KHEeMY pPafoCTHO, W OCTaBaJIOCh
JIIIL cobpaTbcd U IouTH B KueB.— [a, Bor
IacT, Bce 0060MIEeTCs, — YCIIOKOUTEJIbHO IIPOUS-
HeC OH, — Be/lb HUKAKUX ITHCEM...

Ho Arpadena IleTpoBHa nepebusna ero. OHa
c1abbIM T0JIOCOM pacckKasaja, 4YTo OOUTCs, Kak
O6bp1 y PabyTuHa He HaILIOCh KaKUX-HUOYIbL ee
IIHCeM.

— Ilokasnyii, ¥ BOpSIMb, — 3aKJ/IIOUMJIA OHA, —
HaM He OOOUTHCH 6e3 JIF06e3HOCTH TOCIIOIHHA
AKYJIBKH.

—YTo0 X, 51 ero IpU30By K cebe, — U KHI3b
BeJIeJI II03BaTh K cebe B KOMHATY poperTopa.

AKyJIbKa SIBUJICS C KPaCHBIM OT BOJIHEHUS JIU-
110M, IIPUIJIaKeHHBIN U IIPUOJeThIA. OH BBICIIY-
1Iajl BCe, 4YTO FOBOPUJI eMy GapuH, IPUTOBapU-
Basg: "Ciyiaro, cayirar!”

Brpouewm, IopyyeHHe He 6bLIO CI05KHO. HyX-
HO OBLJIIO BBIOpAThCSI M3 JoMa U cberaTh K Ilar-
KOBy, UepkacoBy mau MaBpHUHY U CKa3aTb UM,
YTO y BOJIKOHCKHX B_C_e
CJlaJIi UM H3BeCTHe B KaJjlaue. AKyJIbKa, KaK $o-
peurTop, 3HaJ OTJIMYHO U UMeHa BCeX TOCIOJ, U
I7ie KTO )KUBET.



— Eciin BbIOepelllbesd, Hasaj, ¥ He IIbITaicsa
BO3BpalaThbCs, — CKasasl eMy KHsI3b HuUKHTa. —
JTOro He HY>KHO.

AxyJsibKa elrfe pas mporosopui: "Ciayirarw!" —
M, 0OTBECHUB HU3KHUM IIOKJIOH, BCKUHYJI BOJIOCAMH,
a 3aTeM MOJIOAIIEBATO, >Kejlast BCeM CYII[eCTBOM
CBOMM IIOKas3aTb, YTO Ha HEro MOXKHO IIOJIO-
JKUTBCS, YIIIeJI UCIIOJIHATE IIOPYYeHHe.

Kusasp HukwnrTa gymas, 4yTo OH Iipobepercs
KaK-HUOY/b 3a/iBOPKaMH, HO BCKOpe 0Ka3aJoCh
apyroe.

Ha nBope paspgasicsi 6eCIIOKOMHBINM, ITPOMKUMN
KpuK: "Jlep>xu! Jep>xu!" BOTKOHCKHUH ITOZOIIIEN] K
OKHY.

AKyJIbKa BBIIPBITHYJI U3 OKHa HHJKHETO 3Ta-
’ka, 6erkaJl, ceMeHsI HoraMH M KaK-TO 0COOeHHO
BBIBepTHIBag 00cChle IIATKU. CoIiaThl KUHYJINCh
OBLJIO 38 HUM, HO AKYJIbKA C TaKOM CTPEeMHTeJIb-
HOCTBIO HCYe3 3a BOPOTaMH, UTO, BHUIHMO, [0-
THATh ero He ObLIIO BO3SMOKHOCTH.

Kapay/bHBIE HE IIPHUAAINA Cepbe3HOro 3Haue-
HUs 6ercTBY AKYJIBKH, BBI3BABIIIEMY Y HUX TOJIb-
Ko cMeX. Ho AKyJIbKa cfiesiajl CBOe JIeJIo.

B TOT ’Xe JeHb BeuepoM BOJIKOHCKUM OBLI
IIPHUCIaH KaJady C XUTPO 3aCyHYTOH BHYTPH 3a-



IIHMCKOM. 3alrcka O0blia oT IlamkoBa M COOOIIIa-
Jia, uTo MaBpuH, l'aHHMO6as1, YepKacoB U IIpoyue
Ipy3bsl BeICJIaHbI U3 IleTepOypra B pasHble IOpo-
Ila, HacueT ’Ke CaMOM KHATMHU OH HUUYero He MOT
y3HaTh, XOTA IIHCaJ, 4YTOo B Gymarax PabyTuHa
YJIUK IIPOTUB Hee OBLJI0 HAMIeHO MaJlo.

Ha gpyrotii neHb SIKOBJIEB, ceKpeTaph MeHIIU-
KOBa, IIpyBe3 BOJIKOHCKUM IIpUKa3aHUe HeMe[-
JIEHHO BbIeXaTh M3 CTOJIUIIEI U OTIIPABUTHLCI B
II0JMOCKOBHYIO [IepPeBHIO, I'7le U KUThb Oe3BbIe3]-
HO.

TpeBora oKOHUMIACH 6J1ATOIIOJIYYHO.

C 0co6eHHBIM paJlOCTHBIM UYBCTBOM ye3KaJl
us3 Ilerepbypra kHs3b HukKuTa, yBO3d C C000I0
cBOI0 Arpadeny IleTpoBHY U MUIIy B [lepeBHIO,
Ihe sKhajla UX HOoBas THUXas ’KHU3Hb, KaK MeuTa-
Jocb Huxkute demopoBuuy, II0JHag JOOBU U
CYaCTh.

— Bce K Jyuriiemy, Bce K JIydinemMy! — II0OBTO-
PsI OH, KpPecTsach B IIOCJIeSHUM pa3 Ha BUIHYIO
H3/1ajeKa BEICOKYI0 KOJIOKOJIBHIO KPEIIOCTH.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa MoJIyasa, 3aZyMUYUBO
IJI0 B OKHO KapeTsl.



YUACTb TPETbS

I
CTAPbIV 3HAKOMbIN

HOCTOHHHO BecCeJIbli, He 03a004YeHHBIN CBOUM
II0JIO’KEHHEM U BOBCe He CTapaBIIHUMC pas-
pelraTh Kakue-HHUOYAL BOIIPOCHI CBOEH JKU3HH, a
II0TOMY BCerjia JOBOJIbHBIN €10, UepeM3UH IIpef-
CTaBJISJI COO0I0 OIMH U3 TeX CYACTJIMBBIX Xapak-
TEPOB, KOTOPbIe )KUBYT, KaK IITUIIbI HeOeCHBIE.

Teriepb eMy y>Ke MUHYJIO JaBHO 3a TPUALATh.
OH 1orpo6oBajl 6BLIO OIJITHYTHCS, ITIOCMOTPETh
Ha ’KU3Hb Cepbe3Hee, HO ceryac ke Perlu, 4To
9TO0 — IYCTSIKH, KOTOPHIMU He CTOUT 3aHUMAaTh-
cd, a IJIaBHOE — MYYUTH Cebs1 MUMU, U UTO BCe
obomzmeTcs U OyieT TaK, KaK OHO JJOJDKHO OBITh.

U B caMoMm Jesie Bce 000IIIOCh KaK HeJIb3s
Jyditte. IIpUIIIo0 U3BeCTHE, UTO OOraThIA Ges3feT-
HBIN CTapUK-Iaad UepeM3yHa CKOHYAJICH, U Ha-
CJIe[ICTBO €r0 I[eJIMKOM JOJDKHO IIEPerTH K ILIe-
MSHHUKY.

YepeMsuH, IIyTd, IIOJIYYUI B MUTaBe 3TO H3-
BeCTHe, IIyTs, coOpasicsa B JIepeBHI0 U caM TPY-



HUJI Haf, co0010, KaK 3TO OH BAPYT OyZeT XO03gU-
HHYaTh U IIoHafieT U3 «CaJoHa» Ha IIalIHIo.

TpyaHO GBLIO PEIIUTh, CIYYaJI0Ch JIU I Ye-
peM3UHa BCe B JKHU3HU TaK, KaK OH XOTeJI, WIN
Haob0poT, OH BCerja >KejaJl UMEHHO TOTO, KakK
CJIaraJIuCh I HeTO 00CTOSTeIbCTBA, HO TOJIBKO
eMy KasaJIoCh, UTO JIydlllero, Kak BOT OpOCHB
MuraBy u cayK0y, Tellepb yexaThb B JlePeBHIO —
HUUYEero 1 ObITH He MOIJIO.

U oH, BeceJIbIil U JJOBOJIbHBIN, yeXaJl B JIEPEB-
HIO, T/ie ceryac >Ke C ero IpuesioM IIPUKA3YUK,
OBIBIIIMM [0 CUX IIOP CJIEIBIM OpPYAVIEM IIpesKHe-
ro 6apyvHa ¥ He CMeBIINM IIUKHYTH IIPU HeEM,
cleJiajcs IIOYTH IOJHBIM X03sIHHOM. Ilesast Ba-
Tara 4essdfy IpUILIa K YepeM3uWHy U, CJI€3HO
IIOMHUHAas JOOpPOTY IIOKOMHOIO ero JSIIOIIKHU, TO-
BOPHJIA, UTO >KWJIa Y HEro Ha TaKOM-TO II0JI0Ke-
HUU, — U YepeM3UH «IIOJIOKUI» el OeCIIpeKo-
CJIOHO BCe JI0BOJILCTBO, KOTOpOe OHa TpeboBajia
cebe. [I[prKa3yUK KasajCsi eMy OUYeHb IOPSZ0Y-
HBIM U YeCTHBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM, Uessiib — J00pbI-
MU JIIOABMU, KOTOPBIM B CaAMOM JieJie HeKyza Obl-
JIO IeBaThCs, U K TOMY >Ke BCe 3TO, KaK YBepPsId
ero, Tak OBLJIO IIPU IAAIOIIKEe, 3HAUUT, IIyCTh OY-
[leT U BIIpe/b.



UepeMs3UH BUJeJ, UTO C TEM 60raTCTBOM, KO-
TOpOe [0CTaJIoCh eMy, ¥ Hero He TOJIBKO BCero
OyZeT BIOBOJIb, HO Jla)Ke C U3JIUIIIKOM XBAaTHUT Ha
BCEX.

CoCTOsIHME €ero yBeJIMUYUIOCh, @ IIOTPEOHOCTH,
BepHee BO3MOJKHOCTb KyJa-HUOYAb TpPaTUTH
IeHbI'H, 3HAUNUTEJILHO COKPaTHUIUCh. B flepeBHe,
IIe BCe OBLJIO CBOE K IOTOBOE, AeHBLIU IIOUTH He
OB HY>KHBI.

Ho 3aTo 3mechk 6bUI0 U CKyuyHee. CHauaja, B
epBOe BpeMs, U 9TO ObLJI0O He TaK 3aMeTHO. Of-
HaKO0 BCKOpe OJHOOOpasHas KU3Hb CTaJjla Halo-
efaTh fake UepeMsuHy. OMHOYECTBO OCOOEHHO
OBLIIO HEIIPUATHO.

OH 1onpo6oBaJ GBIO OTHPABUTHLCI K COCe-
IOAM. JTO OBLIM JaBHUIIIHUE JlepeBeHCKUe JKUTe-
JI¥, CMOTpeBIlNe Ha UepeM3nHa, KaK Ha COBCEM
HOBOT0 U UyKZIOT0 UM 4YesioBeKa. [I[pHUBBIKIITNY K
3arpaHUYHOM >KU3HU, IOCTOSIHHO BePTEeBIIIUU-
Cs, XOTS U IIPpU MaJIeHbKOM TepIIOrCKOM [IBOpE,
HO BCe-TaKHU IIPU [IBOpPE, OH COBEPIIEHHO OTJIU-
YaJjicd OT HUX U pasBUTHEM, U MaHepaMHU, U Ha-
KJIOHHOCTSIMH. U OH, U OHHU ceryac IIOHSIH, UTO
BOBCe He II0AXO0AAT IpYT K ApyTy. U cocenu cTaau
OUUYUTHLCS €ro, jJa U OH, II06bIBaB y HUX pasa IIo



IIBa, OTCTaBaJI OT UX 00OIleCTBa.

Kako1i-To paHeHbIN JparyHCKUU 0QUIlep, BOS3-
BpalllaBIINICA HAa POJUHY, 3aexXasl K UepeM3uHY,
U OHU [1Ba IHS U IBe HOYU IIO/PS] IIPOUTPAIU B
KocTH. Ha TpeTbHU CYTKH 3TO [0 TOro Hamoeso Ye-
peMsuHy, YTO OH, IIPOMUIPAB-TAKU IIOPSAL0YHO
odurepy, HaCUJIy MOT CIIPOBAJUTH €ro OT cebs.
Odunep yexas, IIPOKYPHUJI KHACTepoOM KOMHATY,
B KOTOPOM OCTaHAaBJIMBAJICS, TOPSIYO0 IIPOCTHUJICA C
X035IMHOM, KOTOPOMY y>Ke TOBOPHJI «ThI», U OCTa-
BUJI YepeM3UHa C TOJIOBHOI 60JIbI0 U CAMBIM OT-
YagHHBIM BOCIIOMMHAHHWEM HeCypasHO IIpOBe-
JIeHHOI'0 BpeMEeHH.

"KeHUTHCH 1I0pa, YTO JIU? — C YJIBIOKOIO IIO-
oyMaJsl UepeMsUH U TYT >Ke paspelluy CBOe CO-
MHeHUe:- Hy, Kakad fypa 3a MeHd IIouneT? A ec-
JIX ¥ TIOMJIeT, TO TOJILKO Iypa’.

Jla ¥ rie 6B1I0 UCKATh IIOAXOAINYI0 HEBECTY?
[IpaBAa, [Be-TpU «60SIPBIHU», KaK ellje BeJrudaau
IIOMEeIUI] B [epeBeHCKOM IJIyIIHY, MedTalu o
TOM, YTOOBI BBIIATH CBOMX [0YeH 3e 60rarToro
UepeM3uHa, HO He MOIJIM He CO3HATbHCS, YTO 3TO
ObLIM TOJILKO MEUTH], [I0OTOMY YTO UX T0YKaM [ia-
JIEKO OBLJIO 10 "3arpaHWYHOI0 HeMIIa", KaK OKpe-
CTHJ/IN UepeM3HHa B OKOJIOTKE.



— /la 1 4TO B HEM XOpPOILIero? — paccy’KaaIu
60speIHU. — OZHO CJI0BO, UTO 60raT; Hy, [ja He C
60raTCTBOM >KUTh, a C YeJIOBEKOM. A UeJIOBEK-TO
OH KaKo? IIocTOB He COOJIIOJTAeT, X03sMCTBA He
BeJleT ¥ KOHCKYIO TPUBY Ha r0JIOBY Ha/ieBaer.

OxHUM U3 HefaJIeKHUX cocefed YepeMsuHa
6bL1 cTapblil KH3b IleTp KupuiroBuu Tpy6er-
KOM, OBIBIITMY KOTZAa-TO IIPU JBOPE U B IIIKOJIE Be-
Jiikoro Ilerpa, HO IIO ITIOZO3PEHHUI0 B Y4YaCTHH,
BIIpOYeM, BOBCE He J0Ka3aHHOM, B [ieJIe Ifaperu-
4Ja AJleKces, COCJIaHHBIM Ha BeYHOe BpeMs B
LaJILHIOK CBOIO lePEBHIO.

Kuasp IleTp KUpHM/JIOBUY, IIpHEXaB B JI€PEB-
HIO C €JUHCTBEHHOIO0 CBOEI [0YEepPhIO, 3allepcd
TaM, 3aHSJICA YCTPOMCTBOM [JOMa U Il1apKa, HU K
KOMYy He I10eXaJl U JieprKajl cebs co BceMH, faxke
C HAYaJBLCTBYIOIIMMU, OYEHBb IOPZ0. JTa TOp-
IOCTh, HA Ha 4yeM, COOCTBEHHO IOBOPS, He OCHO-
BaHHasi, KpOMe, MOKeT OBITh, II0JIyYeHHOTO IO-
IaMU U OIIBITOM IIpespeHus K JIIOJAM, II0Kasa-
JIJaCh OKPY’KalolllMM BIIOJIHE 3aKOHHOIO, U BCe
KaK-TO He TOJIbKO IOAYUHUINCHL €l, HO CTa/t
Iake 604ThbCs KH:34 [leTpa.

B MeHUHEI ero IouyeMy-T0 CUUTAIIH YKe 10JI-
TOM e3IUTh K HeMy Ha IIOKJIOH; V¥ Hero SBUJINCH



HeCKOJILKO 3aBCerjaTaeB M3 MeJIKHUX, — CJIOBOM,
OH 3aHAJI MeCTO BBIZAIOIIErocs JIMIlA, KOTOpPOe
co3zrasochk camo coboro. ITetp KupuuioBuY Ipu-
exaJI ¥ B3s1JI Ha cebs poJIb 3TOI0 JIMILA, U BCe TOY-
HO ceMyac >Ke IIOBEpPUJIM €My, UTO TaK U OBITh
IOJDKHO, ¥ ITIOMUUHUINCE.

[IpaBma, Tpyberko 6bLI KPYT HPaBOM U He
JIIOOUJI CIIyCKaThb TOMY, KTO, II0 er0 MHEHHUIO,
ObLI BUHOBAT IIpe] HUM.

My>KYUHBI eT0 604IUCh. X03IUCTBO OH 3aBeJl
00pasIjoBoe, IOM BBICTPOMJ BeJIMKOJIEITHBIN.
3eMiiM y Hero ObLJI0 MHOIO, ¥ IIOYTH BCE OKPYX-
Hble OBUIM JOJ/DKHBI eMy. BiipoueM, y>Ke 3TOro
OBLIO TOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI Jlep>KaTh UX B pPyKax.

Jans Yepem3suHa ObLI B YHUCJIe HEMHOTHX, He
6osaBinuxca Tpy6erkoro. K HeMy KHA3E IleTp OT-
HOCHJICA C yBaKeHHUEeM U YTOILajJ ero II0-IIPHUd-
TeJbCKHU. C OCTAJILHLIMU OH IIOUTHU He I[epeMo-
HWiIcA. UHOTja B caMBbIil pasrap BeuepHero nupa
OH BJPYT IIOAXOAWI K OKHY, 6apabaHmI Iajablia-
MU II0 CTeKJIY (B ero IMOKOsIX Be3Jle ObLIIM BCTaB-
JIeHBbI CTeKJIa) ¥ TOBOPMJI CO B3[I0XOM CO’KaJle-
Huqg: "Hy, TOCTH Ioporue, HOUbL — KakK NeHb, J0-
pora — Kak ckarepThb". ITO 3HAUMJIO, YTO I'OCTH
HaJ/loeJId eMy, U OH UX OO0JIbIlle He 3a/lep>KHUBaeT.



W rocty, IIOHAB HaMeK, IIOCAYIIHO pas3besrkKa-
JIMCH, a IIOTOM CHOBA SIBJISUIMCH IIO0 IIEPBOMY 30-
BY.

[IprexaB K cebe, UepeM3HUH HAaCJIYIIAJICI Pac-
cka3oB 11po IleTpa KupuiioBuya 1 He CUes HyXK-
HBIM OTIIPAaBHUTHLCA K HeMy. TakHM 00pasoM HMe-
Hue Tpy6ellKoro ocraBaJIOCh [JId Hero KakK OBl
HEHCCJIeJOBAHHLEIM OCTPOBKOM B OKpY’KaBIIeH
ero >KM3HH, ¥ MaJIO-IIOMaJIy €ro CTaJlo0 My4YUTh
JIFO6OIIBITCTBO. UTO 3a CTapHK, 4YTO 3a ycajgbba y
Hero, IIp0 KOTOPYIO paccKasbIBaJIX Yy/ieca, U UTo
3a [I04Yb, IIP0 KOTOPYIO TOBOPHJIH, YTO OHA Kpaca-
BuIta? OgHaKo I10eXaTh TaK BAPYT, HU C TOIO HU
C Cero, K rop/ioMy CTapuKy YepeMsHHYy He XOTe-
JIOCE.

"OTuero ke, 0IHAaKO, He I10exaTh? YTo, IIpaBo:
OH TOpasfo cTaplile MeHsd, II05KaJIyil, B OTIIHL TO-
IOUTCs, OBLI XOPOILI C JAfel, U eCId YyJUT CO
«3[JeIIIHUMU», TO MOXKHO BCerja cebs crep>kaTb
Tak, YTO CO MHOU OH YyAUTH He OyzmeT".

W YepemsuH, CKOpPBIA Ha peIIeHUHA, BAPYT
yOeUICs, YTO eMy He TOJIbKO MOYKHO I10eXaThb K
Tpy6enxoMy, HO 3TO Jake TakK U CJIefiyeT.

OH BeJses1 cebe IOAATH JIYUIIIUU HapsA, IIPU-
Be3eHHBINM U3 MUTAaBEL, U 3aJI0)KUTH KOJIBIMArY.



"Wian He exaTh?" — CHOBA MEJIBKHYJIO Y HETO,
KOI7la OH ITIOCMOTpeJI Ha IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN IJIa-
3eTOBBIA OJjiecTAIIUA KadTaH, KOTOPOTO yrKe
CpaBHUTEJILHO TaK JaBHO He HaJleBal: eMy Kak
OyATO CTajo JIeHb CMEHUTH CBOe OYJIHUUYHOE,
IIPOCTOPHOE O/iesTHHe Ha 3TOT HapsZ,

TeM He MeHee OH BCe-TaKH O[ieJsICsA, HeCMOTPS
Jlake Ha TO, UTO KapTaH CTaJ eMy HeCKOJIBKO
V30K ¥ HEJIOBKO COKUMaJI TPyb.

OH JIerKO BCKOYMJI B KOJIBIMAary W, He YCeB-
LIIUCH ellle KaK cIefyeT, KpUKHYJ Kydyepy, YTOObI
TOT TporaJ. Jlolagy APy>KHO IIOAXBAaTUIIN, U KO-
JIbIMara 3akavaJsiachb Ha CBOUX PEMHSIX.

Ho, HecMOTps Ha 3TH PeMHH, OTBPATHUTEJIb-
Hag Jjopora TO U JieJIo JjlaBajia ce6sl 4yBCTBOBATbh.
UepeMsUH, e3IUBIIUN O0JIBIIEI0 YaCThI0 BEPXOM
B JlepeBHe, KaK-TO YIIYCTHJI U3 BHUJA, COOMPAsACh
IPEeAIPUHATL CBOI II0€3IKYy, TY MYKY, KOTOpas
oXXKujasa ero B KoJibIMare. Tpscio, Kasasoch,
TakK, 4TO BCe BHYTPU IlepeBOpayuBaIoCch. Besakoe
YZ0BOJILCTBHE IIPOIIajo, U UepeM3UH yKe CUU-
TaJ MUHYTHI, KOIZla, HAKOHEIl, MOXKeT KOHYUTh-
Cs1 ero IIBITKA.

— 3aBTpa >Ke BeJII0 HUCIIPaBUTH Yy cebs I0po-
Iy... 0-0-0X! — 0XaJI OH, XBATasACh 3a OOK.



Uepes yac BpeMeHH OH BBbeXaJl BO BJIaJIeHHE
KHA3g Tpy0erjkoro, Kak CBHU/eTeJIbCTBOBAJ Ka-
MeHHBIM CTOJIO C HAJIMCBhI0 IIPU J0pore, U B
9TOM «BJIaJIEHUW» IOpOra cTaja elle Xy>Ke.

— Jla 4TO X 3TO 3a bo)Keckoe HaKa3aHMe! —
BOCKJIMKHYJI HaKOHel] YepeM3HH M IIpHKasal
Kyuepy:- [To1res maroMm, 1raroM roeskaii!

Ho Jjomrazgu caMu yyxe IepecTajyl UATH PbI-
CBI0. /lopora ¢ Ka’KAbIM IIIaroM CTaHOBUJIACH BCe
MeHee I1poesykero. Kasasmocs, ueM GirKe 6BLI0 K
ycagbbe, TeM XyKe.

— Hy, y?K ¥ IIOMeIUK! — yaAUBIIICA UepeM-
3HMH. — A ellle 4yy/ieca paccKasbIBAIOT IIPO HETO...
Xoporro, Heyero ckasaTe! Bot BpyT-TO!.. I exaTh
He CTOMJIO IIPOCTO... THIlle Thl! — CHOBa KPUKHYJI
OH, XBaTasCh 3a Kpasg KOJIBIMAark U 4yTh He BEI-
JIeTeB U3 Hee 0T HOBOI'O HEOKHUIAHHOIO CTPAalll-
HOIO0 TOJIYKA.

Ha mopore B 9T0M MecTe ObLJI OTBECHBIN YCTYII
II0 KpaiHell Mepe B IIOJ-aplllFHAa BBIIIHHEL
CBepHYTh B CTOPOHY OBLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. Ya-
CTBIN JieC, 3aBaJIECHHBIM OTPOMHBIMHU CTBOJIAMH
IlepeBLeB C IIOAHATHIMU U TOPUYABIIMMU B pas-
HbIe CTOPOHEBI CyYKaMU U KOPHSIMU, He I103BOJISI
CheXaTh C JJOPOTIH.



W BApyr mocae 3TOM afCKOM TPSICKH, IIOCTIe
PBITBHH, OOPBIBOB U OIPOMHBIX OYJIBDKHUKOB
KOJIbIMara Bbexaja Ha IJIafKoe, YAUBUTEJILHO
POBHOe III0CCe W IIOKATHJIACh, KaK II0 Oapxary.
UepeM3HH II0IIaJI TOYHO B IIapCTBHUE HebeCHOe.

BriociegcTBue OH ysHaJ, uTo y Tpy6erkoro
HapO4yHO BHavasle Iopora OblIa UCIIOPYeHa, YTO-
OBl IIPOE3KUII MOI JIy4llle OLEHUTH II0C/IefYI0-
IIIY}0 POCKOIIIb.

IIo cTopoHaM IIpEKPAaCHOM, BBITIHYTOH B
CTPYHKY U TOYHO IPHUIM3aHHOM JOPOTH, Ha KO-
TOPYI0 BbexXaJl Tellepb YepeM3UH, OTKPbLIACh
OUBHas IIaHOpaMma JIyToB C IIOAYHUIIeHHBIMHU KY-
IaMHu fiepeB. be3o6pasHbIi, JUKHUN JIeC 0CTaJICa
csagu. Temepp BcrooAy ObLIa BHUAHA 3a00TIWBas
pyKa, IIpeBpaTHUBIIasg BCIO OKPECTHOCTL B IIapK.
[Io BpeMeHaM MeXXJy KpacHUBBIMHU TpyIIIaMHA
CJIOBHO HAPOYHO PacCa’keHHBIX KYCTaPHUKOB U
ZlepeBbeB IIOIIa/la/INCh U TaKHhe, KOTOpble OBLIU
IIOJCTPHIKEHEI B $OPMY OTPOMHOM Baskl, I1€TYXa,
a 4eThIpe KaK-TO CPOCIIIHecsd iepeBa UMeJIH fake
BHJ CJIOHA C X000TOM M 6ecefiKOA HaBepXy B BU-
Ile bajTaxvHa.

UepeM3HuH, OIIylllasd Tellepb IIPUATHBIA OT-
IBIX POBHOM U CKOPOH e3/1bl, 3a0BLI y7Ke CBOe MY-



YeHbe U JIMIIL JII000BAJICA TeM, YTO BH[eJ II0
CTOPOHAaM.

Ho BOT OH BBexaJl B y3opuyaTble KaMeHHEIe C
rep6boM BOpOTa, OOBUTHIE, KaK IIeJIEHOM, I10JI3Y-
YUMHU pacTeHUsIMH; OKPYIJVIEHHBIM BBICOKHUM KY-
CTapHUK, 6pocasd NPUATHYIO TeHb, IIPUOIU3HIIC
K Jlopore, OT KOTOPOM Tellephb yKe LI APyTHe
ZOPOTH U aJLJIeN.

Bckope 110 06€MM CTOPOHAM IIOTSAHYJIACH IIO[-
CTPIJKEHHas: ¥ CBepXy, U C 60KOB U3IOPO/b aKa-
L1, a 3aTeM OHa BAPYr 060pBalach U Jiajla Me-
cTo AByM ¢oHTaHaM. Jlopora IIOBepHyJa IIOf,
IIPSMBIM YIJIOM BIIpaBO — U IJIa3aM YepeMsHuHa
OTKPBLJIACh Iies1asd ajiiesd U3 pOHTaHOB, HEYMOJIU-
HO Y POBHO ITOABIMABIIHUX TOHKYIO CTPYIO BOJBI,
KaK paKeTa, PacChHIIaBIIYIOCI HaBepxy OJ1ecTs-
IIIUMHU Ha COJIHIle OpbIsraMu. Ajljless 3aKaHYKBa-
JIaCh JBYMS CTOSIBIIIMMH II0 CTOPOHAM OTPOMHBI-
MH JIbBAaMH, MeTaBIIIUMH BOJY U3 IIACTH B IIIUPO-
KUe KpyIJible 6acCeHbl.

3a 3TUMH JIbBaAMH PAaCCTHUJIAJICA IIMPOKUMI
KpYT, BeCh IIOKPBITHIA IIBETHHUKOM, TOYHO OBLI
pasocTyiaH KOBep CaMOro XHTPOro ysopa. LiBet-
HUK orubasia youTasg M yChIlIaHHas SIPKO-Kpac-
HBIM IIECKOM JI0pOra, o6ca’keHHasd MaJIeHbKUMHU,



OKpPYTJIEHHBIMH B IIap AepeBllaMU, HaXOJUBIIIH-
MHUCA B OJMHAKOBOM JIpyT OT Jpyra PacCTOSIHUU,
U COeQVHEHHBIMHU, KaK TUPJIgHIaMU, TUKUM BU-
HOTPaZOM.

KaMeHHEBIN IBYX3Ta)KHBIU TOM, IIOXO0XKUM Ha
InBopel; MeHImnkoBa B IleTep6ypre, 6yiecTes1 CBO-
€10 30JI0UEeHOI0 KPBIIIEN U IIecTpeJs 3aIll0JIOHUB-
IIIMMHU ero 6aJIKOH U OKHa I1BeTaMMU.

V nogwesna YepeMsuHa BCTPETUIH C pabo-
JIEITHBIM IIOUYTEHHEM [IBa JiaKesd B KPACHBIX JIU-
BpesX (110 IIOKPOK HUYYTH He XyXKe ero, YepeM-
3MHa, KapTaHa) ¥ BBICAUIIU €0 II0]] PyKH U3 KO-
JIBIMAaru.

UepeMsHHa BBeJIM B OTPOMHBIE CE€HH, IJie TO-
’Ke 6w GOHTAH U OTKyJa ABYMS BCXOAAMHU IILjIa
HaBepX JIeCTHUIIA, YCTaBJIeHHasd IiBeTaMU. Mexx-
Iy 3TUMU BCXO/laMHU ObLIa apKa, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
BUJHeJIaCh AJIMHHAs IIepCIeKTHBa IPAMOH, Ka-
3aBllIelica 0eCKOHeUYHOH, aJjUled, TeIUIO OCBe-
IIeHHOM COJIHIEM, B 0COOEHHOCTH B CpaBHEHUU
C HEeCKOJIbKO MAaTOBBIMHU IIOJIyTOHAMU KaMeH-
HBIX IIPOXJIAAHBIX M IIaXHYBIIHUX IIBETAMHU Ce-
Hel.

3mecs YepeM3UHy IPUILUIOCH KAATH JTOBOJIb-
HO [0JITO.



HakoHell Ha JieCTHHUIIEe ITOKa3aJicsa 6J1aroo6-
pasHBINA JlaKell, OYeBUAHO CaMBIil CTapIlIN, U,
OTBECHUB HU3KHUU IIOKJIOH, He 6e3 JOCTOMHCTBA,
CKasaJr:

— IToxxasyitTe-c!

UYepeM3UH IIOJHAICA BO BTOPOU 3TaX. 37ech
OPSIMO C JIECTHUILIEN 6O0JIBIIIO apKOI0 COeUHSLII-
Cs 3aJI C IIMPOKUMHU OKHaMU U TaKUM JKe IIIHPO-
KUM BBIXOJIOM Ha Teppacy, OTKy/a HecCs HeXX-
HBIY 3aIlax I[BETOB, IIOYTHU CIUIOIIL YCBHIIABIINX
KaMeHHEIe CXO/IbI.

HaBcTpeuy UepeMsuHy I11esI BEICOKHM, CYXO0M
CTapuK B 60T$OpTaX U BOEHHOM, HO HECKOJIbKO
U3MEHEHHOM IIpOTHUB GOPMBI MYHJIHUpE CaMOro
IPOCTOr0 CyKHa. BooOIme BcS OflerKaa CTapHKa
COBepIIIEHHO He COOTBETCTBOBAJIa OKpYy Karolei
POCKOILIH.

— Ilopa, 11opa, JaBHO >K7AaJj, — 3aTOBOPUJI OH
OTUYETJIUBO U SICHO U, IOMAOHNAI K YepeMsHUHY,
IIPOTSIHYJI eMy PYKYy, a 3aTeM IIO/ICTaBMWJI IIIEKY,
IUIOX0 BBIOPUTYIO. — /laBHO, TOBOPIO, >KAaul... C
IsAed ObLIM IIPUSATE/SIMU... MOT PaHbIIle IIpHe-
XaThb...

YepeM3UH CTOSLT MOJIYA.

Tpy6erKoi1 orjsgzes1 ero ¢ HOT [0 TOJIOBBI.



— Hy, Hu4Yero, — cKasaJj OH HaKoHeIl. — JIyu-
1Ile II03HO, YeM HUKOI/A... CTaporo He IIOMSHY
Temnepk... CTyIllal 3a MHOM, Thl MHE IIOHPaBHUJICSL.

U, 6yaTo HecKasaHHO OCYaCT/IMBUB 3TUM Ye-
peM3HHa, OH IIOBeJ ero K cebe II0 aHumIaze
pasyKpallleHHbIX U paclIiCaHHbIX KOMHAT.

Tak OpolUIH OHU KPYyTOM BCEro JoMa, XOTS
«kabuHeT» Tpy6errkoro ObLI PSAIOM C 3aJIOM U B
Hero MOXHO ObLIO ITOIIACTh ropaszio Kopode. Ho
Tpy6erkoil mpoBes1 YUepeM3nHa HUMEHHO 4epes
BCe KOMHAaTHI.

— A BOT MOM KabOMHeET, — IIOSICHHJI OH, He
060pavuBasiCh, KOTZa OHU JOILIN [0 HETO.

KabuneT Tpy6erikoro 6511, KaK U €ro ofex/a,
OPSMOI0 IPOTHUBOIIOJI0KHOCTBI0 BCEMY, YTO ObI-
JIO KPyTOM. JTa OrpOMHas KBaJpaTHas KOMHaTa
C IPOCTHIMU BbIOEJIEHHBIMH CTeHaMHU M HeKpa-
IIIEHOI0 JepeBSIHHOI MebOesiblo, Obla 3acTaBJIe-
Ha CToJIaMH U InKadamMu ¢ KHUTaMu. Ha cTosax
JIe>KaJIu IPY0I0 CBUTKU KaKUX-TO IIJIAHOB U Teo-
rpad¢uyueckux KapT. TyT Ke BUAHeJIACh aCTPOJIS-
6us, 60JBIION IJI06YC, IIOA30pHAs Tpyba. B of-
HOM U3 yIJIOB BaJISUIUCh CTPY>KKH M CTOJISIPHBIN
HHCTPYMEHT.

Tpy6erikoil moaBesl ToCT K OLHOMY U3 CTO-



JIOB, CABUHYJ OOJIBIIIYI0 OTKPBITYH) KAapPTOHKY C
HoMepaMu "lleTepOyprckux BemomMocTer" U II0-
KasaJl pyKOI0 Ha CTYJI C BBICOKOIO pelleT4yaToro
CIIMHKOM.

Oxasajsiocs, uto IleTp KupmioBUY, HECMOT-
P Ha faBHee CBoOe IIpeObIBaHUE B JlepeBHE, HU-
CKOJILKO He OTCTaJl OT TOIO, YTO JeJsIaJIoCh Te-
nepb B IleTep6ypre U mpu IBOpe, U U3 €ro pac-
CIIPOCOB U pas3roBopa YepeMsUH IIOHSI, YTO CTa-
PHK BOBCe He IIPUMHUPHJICA CO CBOHUM [I€PEBEH-
CKUM yeIUHEHHEeM U TBepAo HaJIeeTcs, YTO Bpe-
M4 ero ellle He IIPOIILIO.

YepeM3uH 3HaJ, YTO MHOIMe, B TOM YICIIE,
BUMMO, U TpyOeIrlkoM, ImocTpajaBIlInil 3a Ijape-
BuYa Ajiekces, MOI'YT OXKHIATh IIOMOIIYU OT Ma-
TepHU IlapeBUYa U, ClIeL0BaTeJbHO, 0a0KU Ijap-
CTBOBAIIIET0 I0HOTO UMIIepaTopa, EBmokuu Pepo-
POBHBI, POXKAEeHHOMN JIOIIYyXWHOM, B HMHOKHHAX
Ejtensl, cocsianHoMU IleTpom B Illivcceab0ypr, HO
Telepb 0CBOOOXKIeHHOM BHYKOM. OHa JKUJIa yKe
B MockBe, B HoBojeBMMULeM MOHACTEIPe, 1 BeJIU-
yasiach "TocyzapbIHeN Iapuliein”.

ITIo xpoBu EBOoKUA PenopoBHA SBJIAIACH
eUHCTBEeHHBIM OJIM3KHUM, KPOMe ero cecTphl Ha-
TaJIbH, JIUIIOM K UMIIepaTopy. XoTd IIOCIeSHUHI



[0 CUX II0Op HUKOI/Ia He 3HaBaJl CBOel 6abKU, HO
KasajoChb OYeHb BepOSTHBHIM, UTO POJCTBEHHOE
UyBCTBO 3arOBOPUT B HEM IIpU II€PBOM Ke CBU-
OaHUU. ITO CBUJAaHUe OJIU3UIIOCH — UMIIepPaTop
NOJ/DKeH ObLI IIpHexaTh B MOCKBY Ha KOpPOHa-
LIUI0.

— ITocMoTpuUTE, HOBBIE BpeMeHa HaCTaHyT, U
BCe IIOMJeT MHauve, — cKasas lleTp KupuioBuu
UepeM3HHy, HEBOJILHO YAUBJISIBIIEMYCS, KAKUM
06pasoM 3TOT CTAapHUK [0 CHUX IIOp COXpaHWI U
YM, U 9HEPTHUIO0, U IJIaBHOE — jKeJIaHUe BCe ellfe
UJTU BIIEpe[,.

OHHU ocTaBaJIUCh B KabuHeTe 4daca /ABa — [0
TeX IIOp, II0Ka JIaKel, BCTPeTUBIINYN YepeM3nHa
Ha JIeCTHHUIIe, He IIpUIlles] U He [OJI0XKUJI, UTO KY-
1IaTh IIOJAHO.

— IlotimeM o6egaTh! — mpuraacuin Tpyo6er-
KOH.

W omgaTh OHU, II0 BCced aHOuMiIaJe KOMHAT,
IIPUIILIA B 3aJl U CIIYCTWINCH 3aT€M B HIDKHUM
9TaXX, IJie IIoMellasack CTosoBasg. CTOJI OBLI IIO-
KpBIT KAMYaTHOK CKaTePThI0 U yCTaBJIeH 30JI0-
TOI0 U CepeOPsIHOI0 II0CYI0M.

UepeM3uH, BOWJA B CTOJIOBYH, HEBOJIBHO
ocTa”HOBMJICH. IIpes HUM y CTOJIa CTOSIA MOJIO-



Jast Xo3duKa, noub Ilerpa KupumoBuua. BrIco-
Kas, CTpoMHas, besagd U pyMsHas, C [IPaBUJIbHBI-
MU, POBHBIMHU, TeMHBIMU OpPOBSIMU U JIJIMHHOIO
KOCOI0 C SIpKOK0 JIEHTOK, OHA CTOsJIa, OITYCTHUB
JJINHHBIE PECHUIIbl W CJI0KHUB, KpPacCHUBBIE, OT-
KpBIThIe pyKU. Ha Hel O6bLIM ITapYOBBIU PYCCKUM
capad¢aH C KHUCEeMHBIMHW pyKaBaMH M BBICOKas
KUKa.

Ona mok/JIOHWIACE YepeM3HHY PYCCKHM IIO-
KJIOHOM, U OH TaK >Ke OTBETHJI eH.

— Hy, caguce, caguch! — IIPUIJIACHII €T0 CTa-
pBII KHA3b, KaK OYATO He 3aMeyasi, KaKoe BIIe-
JaTJIeHHe IIPOU3BOJUT €r0 J0Yb.

Hauvanu nozgaBaTh KyluaHbs. Iletp Kupuiiio-
BUY eJl OYeHb MHOIO, B 0COOEHHOCTHU 3eJIeHOU
Kallli, KOTOPYI OTHe/JbHO II0JAaJIH eMy U KOTO-
PYI0 OH, BUAVMO, OUeHB JIFOOUIL.

Jlosiroe BpeMs 3a CTOJIOM ILIapPHUJIO MOJIYaHUE,
KOTOPOTO KakK OBl yMBIIIIJIEHHO He IIpepbIBall
ITetp KupuioBu4Y. YepeM3UH CUUTAJ HEBEKJIU-
BBIM 3arOBOPHUTEH PaHBIIIE ero.

JlakeH, OeCIIyMHO CTYII CBOMMM MATKHUMU
falMakaMmu, CJIYKUIH, TOUHO 6e3MOJIBHbIE KYK-
JIBI.

3a o6ezmoM, KpoMe YepeMs3HuHa, APYIUX TOCTeH



He Obu10. IleTp KuUpm/IOBUY BYepa elle Beye-
POM IIOAXOLHUJI K OKHY CO CBOeM OOBIYHOM ¢pa-
30, ¥ TOCTH BYepa >Ke yexaau. OH OBLT He B /-
Xe, HO IIpHe3] YepeM3HHa paccesil ero.

— TEI He CMOTpPH, — BPYT 3aTOBOPHII OH, OTO-
JBHTIasi TapeJsIKy C Kalllel, — UTO OHa, — OH KHB-
HyJI Ha JJ04b, — B capadaHe y MeHd... Tl CKaXKH,
pasBe Halll HapAJ[ >KeHCKUI Xy>Ke 9THX pob pas-
HBIX HEYKJIHJKHUX U CTeCHUTEeJBHEBIX? Jlydire
BeJb U KpacuBeH... a?... Jlydie, crpainuBam g
TebsA? — II0BTOPHJI OH.

— Jlyuitie, — efBa CJIBIIIHO IIOBTOPUJI UepeM-
3WH, YYBCTBY, YTO KpacHeeT.

— Hy, BoT TO-TO!.. B capadaHe oHa y MeHSI —
KpacaBHIla, a IOIPOOYH ee HapsAOUTh B 3arpa-
HUYHYIO Po6y?... A THI TOBOPHUIIIL, — BAPYT 006ep-
uysca Iletp KupwnioBuu K YUepeMsHHY, KOTO-
PBIF HHUYETO ellfe He TOBOPHJI, — 3a4eM 51 He HO-
LIy PyCCKOro KadTaHa Wb OllallleHb, KaK OH TaM
Has3bIBaETCd...

— OmnalreHs... — HavdaJsl 6p10 YepeM3uH.

Ho Tpy6eI11koi1 riepe6uII ero:

— Tak 11oTOMy, 4TO TakK, — OH CXBaTHJICA 3a
60pT MyHAMpa PYKoOlo, — YyaoO6Hee, ITOHHUMa-
elllb — yfoOHee... U TOXKe Jydlle... MaTpelky



crofia ¥ lBaHbIYa! — IIpHUKasasI OH.

UepeM3HuH He MOT He 3aMeTUTh, uTo IleTp Ku-
PULJIOBAY OBLI 3[leCh, B CTOJIOBOM, Ha JIHOISX,
TaK CKasaThb, COBCEM JIPYTHUM UeJIOBEKOM.

B IBepsx mosgBUIIACh Aypa C pasMajieBaHHLI-
MU II[eKaMU, B IIIeJIKOBOM pobe U OYKJIIMHU U3
[IaKJIX U OTPOMHBIM BeepoM B PYKaX, U BBICO-
YamIlero pocTa YesjoBeK B PYCCKOM OJesHUU, C
IJIMHHOI0 O00PO/IO¥ U B BBICOKOM IIIAIIKe, OTYEro
POCT ero KasaJics ellle 60JIbIIIe.

— BesIbMOXXKHOMY OOSIpUHY U BCEM TOCTIM
YeCTHBIM 4eJIoM 6beT UBaHBIU-CBET! — TOHKUM
TEHOPOM IIPOTOBOPWJI BeJIMKAaH, CHUMAas IIalKy
U HU3KO KJIAHISACh.

— BOomXXyp, I'yTBI-MOpABI! — IIPOIIHIIIAIA Y-
Ppa, KpUBJIAACH U IIpUCeas.

— Xopomu? — crpocui Tpy6erikoil y YepeMm-
3UHa.

Tot, MopIace, CMOTpesJl Ha 3TUX JIIOJeH U
YIOUBJIAJICA, KaK MOT 3TOT CTaphli KHA3BL, OTeIl
CHUeBIIIel IIpel HUM KpacaBUIILI, TOJLKO UTO Y
cebs B KabMHeTe BBIKa3bIBaBIIUU CTOJIBLKO yMa B
CBOEM pasroBope, II0JIHOM HHTepeca, IepKaThb y
ce0s1 IIIYyTOB U TEIIUTHCI UMU.

— He HpaBUTCA, — C YCMEIIKOK IIPOTSHYJI



Iletp Kupu/IOBHY, IIypsiCb CBOHMMH OCTPBLIMH
razaMu. — Hy, ol BoH! — 06epHyJIcad OH K
Martpelke U VBaHBIUY, U Te CeHyac ke MCYesIn
3a IBepsAMHU. — A MHOTIHe JIIOOAT 3TO! — cephbes-
HO, KaK OBl IIpo cebs, ImporoBopu Tpyberikoy u
3aMoJT4aJI.

B cT0JI0BOM CHOBA BCe CTHUXJIO.

ITocsie obefa MoJIo/iasd KHSDKHA yIIIa cefidac
JKe K cebe, a cTapelli KHA3b II0Bes YepeMsHnHa
II0Ka3bIBATh IIAPK U caf,.

UepeM3UH Cpa3y IOHSJI, YTO CTApUKY ObLIO
IIPUATHO, KOIa XBAaJIUIU ero yCTPOMCTBO, U OH
XBaJIWJI BIIOJIHE HCKPEHHe.

— Hy, a Kaxk Tbl ayMaelllb, — CIPOCUI Tpy-
OellKoM, ITOKasblBasl Ha TIJATeJbHO PaCUUIlEeH-
HOe IIPOCTPAHCTBO, pacCCTHIABIIIEeCcs II0 CTOPO-
HaM JI0pOTH, — 3TO s TOJIBKO JJII KPaCOTHI, TOJIb-
KO JIJId IJ1a3 CTOHSAI0 CI0/la MY>KUKOB Ha pabory?

YepeM3UH He 3HAJI, UTO OTBETUTE.

— 3%, ThI!.. Bce 1of IoceB IIOMIET. TO BOT
VBaHBIY CO 3[EIIHMMH IIOMEINHUKAaMH [yMaloT,
4TO 3TO — OjHa 6s1a>kb. Hy, a ThI He Aymay Tak!
[TocMOTpPHIIB, IIOYYUIIBCSI U CaM Y Ce0s1 YUCTUTH
CTaHelllb...

HakonHern; YepeM3uH, 605Cb Ha/l0eCTb CBOUM



IIepPBbIM IIOCeIlleHreM, COOpasICsa JOMOM.

—Hy, 1 0 cB ¥ I a H b_d, CIABIIIHIIL, — IO-
BOpPI0 "MO CBUMAHbA',— CKasajJ eMy CTapblid
KHA3b Ha IIpolllaHbe. — Thl MHe IIOHpaBUCcd. S
CKa3as...

Hukorza elfe He 4yBCTBOBaJI YepeM3UH ceb6s
TaKUM OJMHOKHM, KaK II0C/Ie CBOeW II0e3JKU B
KHsKeckoe, KaKk HasbIBaJIoCh UMeHUe TpybeIiko-
ro. /lanyHa ycaab6a, B KOTOPOU OH OBLI Tellepb
X035MHOM, II0Kasajlacb eMy U CKy4YHOU, U bef-
HOU. IIpe’KHUI ero IMOKOM U BCerjalllHee XOpo-
II1ee pPacIIoJIo’KeHHe IyXa KaK PYKOM CHSJIO.

"N xopoira ke oHa!" — BCIIOMHHAJ OH IIPO
TpyberiKyro, U ero HeyJep>KUMO, CTPACTHO CTaJIo
TSHYTH TyJa, Ha3ajl, YTOObI XOTh OISITH MeJIbKOM
3a 00eI0M IIOIJISIIETH Ha Hee.

OH BBDK/AJI HECKOJIBKO JHEH U CHOBA OTIIPa-
BuJIca B KHsDKecKoe.

B 3TO BTOpOE IOCeIeHre OH 3acTal TaM MHO-
ro Hapoga. OpHako Iletp KupuimioBud, BUIU-
MO, OTJIMYAJI er0 OT BCeX IoCTeM, OBLJI C HUM 0CO-
O6eHHO Jr06e3eH U IIOWJI €r0 CBOUM, BBHIIIKCAH-
HBIM HCKJIIOUUTEJIBbHO U1 cebsi, BHHOM M KOp-
MMUJI 3eJIeHOM KallleH.

YepeMsuHy He IIOHPaBHUJIOCH, KaK [eprKalu



ce6s1 rocTu Tpy6eIrKoro 1o OTHOLIIEHUIO K X0351H-
Hy. CBoMM o6pallleHreM C KHA3eM OHHU Iopaszo
OoJibllle mOAXOAUIN K Martpelnke U MBaHBIUY,
4yeM K YepeM3uHy, KOTOPBIM OBLI C KHS3eM
IIPOCT U UCKpeHeH, U Tpyb6erkol OTHOCUJICI K
HeMy WHaue, 4YeM K OCTaJIbHBIM.

Ho aTu rocTy, cHavajia cepAUBIIIIE U pasfpa-
’KaBIlle YepeM3nHa, BCKOpe OKasaJCh OYeHb
nosie3HbIMU. CTapblil KH3b, 3aHABIINUCH UMU,
0CTaBWJI YepeM3UHaA C [0YePHIO.

ITocme aTou, moesnku YepemsuHa B KHsDKe-
CKOe CIleJIaJIUCh Bce 60Jiee U 60jiee 4acThIMU. OH
e3[uI TyJa, He obpallas y>Ke BHUMaHUS Ha HC-
IIOPYEeHHYIO JOPOI'Y U Ha TO, HACKOJIbKO IIPUJINY-
HBI eT0 YacThle II0CelleHUs.

Kusoxkae HpuHe IleTpoBHe TpyGerikoil e
yoKe OBajllaTh IeBATBHIU I0J, HO ee KpacoTa OT
3TOr0 He ObLJIa MEHBIIlEe U, Ka3aJIOCh, He 3aBUCe-
Jia OT IIpoTeKIux JieT. Eite B [leTepbypre, Korga
OHa ObLJITa BOCEMHA/IAaTHUJIETHEIO EeBYIIIKOM, K
Hell y)Ke CBaTajJOCh MHOI'O >KEHUXOB, HO OTeIl
OMHAKOBO BCEM OTKashIBaJl. 371eCh, B JIEPEeBHE,
XOT$, COOCTBEHHO, HUKTO He CMeJ [IepP3HYThb
UMeThb KaKHe-HUOYAL BUZABI Ha 10oub IleTpa Ku-
pwutoBrya Tpy6erikoro, HO BCe-TaKU HAIIIKUCH



CMeJIbYaKH, II0JIy4aBIIHe OT CTAapOro KHA3S Ta-
KOM OTBeT, YTO CeHyac >Ke CTald He pajbl 3a
CBOI0 CMeJIOCTh. Ha OfHOIO M3 TaKHUX >KEHUXOB
Tpyberikoil IpsAMO BeJsieJl CIIyCTUTH IIEIIHBIX CO-
bax.

ITerp Kupm/UtMOBMY He MOI He BHJETH, YTO
HMEHHO COCTaBJIgeT I[JIaBHYI0 IIPUMAaHKY A1 Ye-
pemsuHa B KHs)KeCcKOM, M KakK OBl HapO4HO
OCTaBJIS/I €r0 C 0YephbIo, TOUHO JKejiast CiesIaTh
KakKoe-TO HabJIroZileHre U 3aKJIIYUTh er0 CBOUM
BBIBOJIOM. A UepeM3HH MeXK/Ay TeM CTaJl yyKe es-
IUTH K HUM 110 KpalHel Mepe yepes IeHb.

I
HEY OAYA

Mecsm;a yepes3 [Ba C IIOJIOBHHOIO II0CJI€ II0SIB-
JeHus UYepeMmsnHa B KHsDKeCckOM CTapblid
KHA3b IIpU3BaJl 0Yb K cebe B KaOHUHeT.

HpuHa IleTpoBHA 4pe3BBIYAaMHO He JIOOMIIA,
KOIZla ee 3BaJIM B 3Ty KOMHATy, U 6oslacb TaM
OTLia elre 60JIbIIe, YeM OOBIKHOBeHHO. [TeTp Ku-
PUJLJIOBAY BCTpeUasl ee KpaliHe HeApyKeJH0HO
y cebs1 B KabHMHeTe, I[je BCerfa IIPOUCXOAUIHN Y
Hero C Helo «00bsiCHeHus». OHa BOIILIA U CTajla y



OKHa, B 0O’KUJAaHHUH KOTJa 3aTOBOPUT OTeILl.

OH X0 HJI 110 KOMHAaTe, KakK 6yATo He 3aMeyvas
Jlouepy, MypJbIKaJ BIIOJIT0J0CA KaKyI0-TO COJI-
JaTCKYIO IIeCHIO U, IIPOXO0/id, CMaXHUBaJI CO CTOJIOB
U Belllel, X0Td Ha HUX He OBLJIO HU IIBUIUHKH.
Hpuna IleTpoBHA TepIIesIUBO K/aala.

H{ X0Uelllb, a? — 3aroBOPMJI HaKoHeIl IleTp Ku-
PHIIOBHY.

— S xpy, 1I0Ka BaM yrogHo OyzeT, 6aTIOIIKa,
3aroBOPHUTHL CO MHOIO, — OTBETHJ/Ia OHa, II0KayaB
T0JIOBOIO.

—A-a, HY Xau! — CIIOKOMHO IIPOTrOBOPHJI
Tpy6enkoil U cHOBa 3axofAui. Iljedo ero gepra-
JIOCH BCe CHJIbHee M CHIbHee. — Kak THI ZyMa-
elllb, CKOJILKO Tebe JIeT, a? — CIIPOCHUJI OH OIIATh,
BIIpOYeM, JOBOJILHO MATKO.

— /IBaAIaTh IeBATh, — THUX0 OTBETHJIA KHK-
Ha, UCIIyTaHHO, POOKO, UCIIOAI00bs1 B3I/ bIBas
Ha OTIIa.

— /Jla, gBagnaTh AeBAThb, — IIOBTOPHJI OH. —
UYTO >K THI [yMaelllb, 0TYEro 0 CHX II0P 51 He BBI-
najl Tebd 3aMy’K, a?... OTYero OCTaBUJI BEKOBY-
LI0M?

HpuHa IleTpoBHaA TsOKeso, TJIyOOKO B3LOXHY-



Ja. OHa 3HaJIa, YTOo OTel] OyZileT My4YUTh ee NMeH-
HO 3TUM PasroBOPOM.

— Tl He B3ABIXaW... 3TO — IIYCTAKU. Ilo-Ba-
LIeMY, 3TO — MO 6JIaXKb... He TaK JIU? A g TOBO-
PO, UTO 3TO — Ballla 6JIaKb... BBIJIM Y Bac KeHU-
XY, OBLIM, U He OTHa] s Tebsl, II0TOMY UTO HU
OJIUH He CTOUT Tebs. BoT u Bce! Temephb, — IIPO-
LIOJDKaJI KH3b, CjIerkKa 3alliHasiCh, — HOBBIHN JKe-
HHUX y Bac ecTh: UepeM3HH, IIOMEIIHK, He CEero-
IHsA-3aBTpa chesaeT BaM IIPOIIO3UIIHIO.

OH IIMPOKO YJIBIOHYJICS M OTBECHUJ HU3IKUU
IIOKJIOH I0YEepPH.

ITpu mMeHu YepeMsHnHa KHsDKHa MpHHa Bcd
BCIIBIXHYJIA.

— PasBe 3TO MOXKeT OBITH? — IIPOU3HEC]A
OHa, Jleslasl HEMMOBEPHOe YCHUJIHNe, UTOOBI CHep-
’KaTb CBOH CJIE3BL.

Eil XoTeJsioch ILIaKaTb, HO OHa 3HaJja, YTO
OTell TepIIeTh He MOT CJIe3 U IIPUXOIMII IIPU BUe
UX IIPOCTO B OEIIIeHCTBO.

— He «MoxeT» OBITH, a OyneT, U OyZeT Ha
IHAX, — IIOIIPaBUJI KHA3b. — S 9TO roBOpIo. TEI
YBUUIIBb... TaK g >Kesaa 6bl CIIPOCUTH Bac, KaK
BBI K 3TOMY OTHeCeTecCk.

— Kak 6yzeT BaM YroflHO, — OTBeTHJIa KHK-



Ha HMpuHa.

— KoHeuHo, Bce 6yfeT T_a_K, KaK MHe yIOJ-
HO, — KpukHyJ IleTp KupuioBuu. Ilizedo ero B
9TO BpeMs TaK U Jieprajaocb. — Ho 4 crrpainmsaro
B_a_c, Ballle MHeHHe!.. BbI OB COIJIACHJ/INCH ITOH-
TH 3a Hero 3aMy>X? OH — 4eJIOBeK 60raTblii, 00-
pasoBaHHBIN, pPACCYAUTENLHBIN, IIpeKpacHBIN
YeJIOBEK U I'OlaMU He MaJIbYHUIIIKa.

C xakgpIM c10BOM oTHa Juro MpuHE! IleT-
POBHEI pasropaoch Bce CHJIbHee U CHUIbHee. En
CTPacTHO XO0TeJIOCh CKa3aTh OTILy, UTO BCe, YUTO
OH TOBOPMT, IIpaBJa, ¥ UTO OHA COIJIacHa.

—Tak TBHI corjlacHa? — KpHUKHYJ IleTp Ku-
PH/LIOBHY.

OHa He JBUHYyJIACh, OPOBBI He II0Beja, HO
BCe ee CYIIeCcTBO CaMBIM ee MOJYaHUEM U CMY-
IleHrueM TOBOPUJIO, UTO OHa ObLiIa OBI paja 3To-
My.

— Bce 310 g 3Has. Bce 3TO TaK, — 3aroBOPHUII
Tpy6erikoii, 3axXofuUB CHOBa II0 KOMHaTe, KakK
OYATO OYeHb [OBOJIbHBIM, UTO €ro O’KUJaHUA
OIIPaBIAIMCh U YTO JO0Yb He OTBETH/Ia OTKAa30M.

— /la oH He chesiaeT, — BIPYT, IIOLHAB TOJIO-
BY, CKasaJjia KHsDKHa.

ITeTp Kupu/stoBUY OCTaHOBHUJICA IIpe]; Helo.



— Kak He cfesaeT, Korga g roBOpPIO, UTO OH
clieslaeT Ha JHAX IIPOIIO3ULIUI0 Tebe? /[oBoJibHA!
3Hamw. Hy, a moToM 4uto 6yzeT? McTOpUsl U3BECT-
Hasg — HaJoequTe Ipyr OPYIy XU B 3TOM pasBe
HaMmeTe cyacThbe... a?

OH XOIUJI 110 KOMHaTe BCe ObICTper U OBICT-
pe, mepraj ILJIEYOM, U TOJIOC ero CTaHOBHJICA
TBepKe.

— S BOT 4YTO BaM CKa’Ky, — IOBOPHJI OH.—
[IycTh YepeM3HHCKHUM IIOMeINUK U 60raT, U XO-
POIIL, — OH MHe caM HpaBUTCS OOJIbIlIe BCEX Ba-
IIUX KeHUXO0B, — HO TOJILKO g TeOsI U 3a Hero He
oTmaM... He ormam! — KpUKHYJI OH Tak, OYATO Y
Hero OTHUMaJIM 4TO-HUOYb. — BOT 1 Bce. 3Halo,
4UTO BBl iyMaeTe Tellepb 060 MHe. 3HAK... BbI /1y-
MaeTe: 1 — BapBap, BOT Jep>Ky Bac TyT, U JyMae-
Te, KOIIa 1 pasBsKy Bac.

— YT0 BHI, OaTIONIKAa! — Hauvaja OBLII0 KHSDK-
Ha MpuHa, U C/183bI-TaKy [10Ka3aJIMCh Y Hell.

— A yMpy 4, TO)Ke He CMeNTe BBIXOIUTH 3a-
MYy>K! — IIpOJ0JDKaI OTell. — BeKoByIlIel JIyyilre,
BeKoByIel Jyue!l.. Capinure!.. Hy, a Temepsn
CTyIlai! — II0Kasajl OH Ha JBephb pPyKor. — CTy-
ra-au! — cCHOBa IIOBTOPWJI OH, BUJS, UTO KHsDKHA
X04YeT BO3pasUTh UTO-TO.



U oHa BhIIILIa U3 KaOUHeTa.

B Tor Xe peHb KHaA3b IleTp KupmuioBuu
BCTpeTHJ YepeM3rHa KaK HU B YyeM He OBIBAJIO,
O4YeHb JIACKOBO U JII06€3HO, U OH II0-IIpe)KHeMY
CTaJI IIpHe3’KaTh yepes JeHb.

Koueuno, MpuHa IleTpoBHA HU CJI0Ba He CKa-
3ajla eMy O CBOeM O0ObSICHEHUH C OTLIOM, HO CTa-
pBII KHA3H He OIIMOCcd. BCKOpe JOI0KUIA eMy,
4yTO UepeM3UH IIPOCUT IIPHUHATEL €T0, jKeJas IIO-
TOBOPUTH 00 0UeHb Ba’KHOM [ieJIe.

Ilerp KupmwwuioBuu 6BLI B 3TO BpeMs Ha
IT4eJIbHUKE.

— UTo0 XK, ecyju [eJji0 BadKHOe, IIPUBEANUTE ero
CI0J1a, ITyCTh IIPUAET! — CKa3asI OH.

UepeMsuH IIpoIlles 4depe3 caj, KaK-TO CMY-
IIEHHO U POOKO OIIPaBJIAACH, U, IIOJOUA KO BXO-
Iy Ha IT4eJbHUK, HaJles IIOLaHHYI0 eMy, 110 IIPU-
KaszaHUI0 Tpy6erikoro, CEeTKy ¥ PyKaBHUIIbL.

10 6BLIA OCcOOeHHAasA JIFOOE3HOCTH CO CTOPO-
HbI KHa34 [leTpa KupuroBruua. OGBIKHOBEHHO
OH IIPU3bIBAJI HAa ITYeJIbHUK TOr'0, KEM OBLII HeJlO-
BOJIEH, U 3aCTaBJII er0 0e3 CeTKHU pasroBapu-
BaTh. B 3TO BpeMs ITyesibl 06JIEIUISIM HeCYacT-
HOI'0, KOTOPBIH, 06e300pakeHHBIN UX >KaJlaMU,
KaK CyMacIllefIIiii, BEIeTaJI C IIYeJbHUKA. I1o-



UTH HUKTO He MOT BBIHECTH 3Ty IIBITKY, U Kpe-
CTbsIHe 00JIbIIIe BCeT0 OOSIHCh 3TOr0 HaKa3aHUs.
Korma YepeM3uH BoIllesl Ha ITYeJIbHUK, Tpy-
OeITKoM, IpHCeB K YJIbI0, KOMAJICS TaM, BUUMO,
3aHATHIN BCeIlesI0 CBOeI0 pPaboToM.
— T&I, TOBOPAT, 110 ey KO MHe? — CIIPOCHII
OH, He o6opauuBasich. — U BakHoMy... a? Hy, ro-

BOpH!

OH yCMexXHYJICA.

"HUKOMY B >KH3HH, HAaBEepHO, He IIPUXOLU-
JIOCh OOBSICHATBHCA B TaKOM ITOJIOKEHUU'", — IIO-

IyMmas YepeMsuH, IV CKBO3b HAETYI0 Ha JIU-
110 AYIIHYIO CeTKY Ha HEeIIPUBBIYHYI0 €My 06CTa-
HOBKY II4eJIbHMKA, Ha JIETAaBIIHUX KPYIoM, IIO
IIpsMOM JIMHUH, KaK IIyJIH, K yJIbsIM pabouux
I4yes W Ha IMHUPOKYI0 cIIMHY IleTpa KUPHUII0BU-
Ya, BO3UBIIIEr0oCd IIpel HUM B yJjbe. UepeM3uH
He 3HaJI, TOBOPHUTEL JIKL €My Tellepb, MU OTJIO-
KUTh 00BSICHEHHE 10 APYToro, 6osee ymo6HOTO,
yaca.

— 51 Kpy... CIyIlIaw, — CKasaJsl oIiaTh Tpyo6err-
KOH.

— 4 xores ckasaTh BaM, KHA3EL IleTp Kupui-
JIOBUY, — HayvaJl, IyTasich, YepeM3uH. — B 1Ipo-
IOJDKeHUe Halllero ¢ BAMU 3HAaKOMCTBA, BB, Be-



POSTHO, y>Ke MOIJIN y3HAaTh MeHSI U PasIyIsifeTh.
BripoueM, 1 He ceiiyac IIPOIy OTBETA...

Tpybernikoi, nprceB U He 060payuBasicCh, 3a-
MaxaJl Ha3aj YepeM3UHY PyKOIO, UTOOBI TOT 3a-
MOJI4aJI, IIOTOMY YTO €ro pasroBOp, BUAMMO, Me-
maJ yabpro. YepeMsuH 3aMosruast. HakoHery Iletp
KupnioBUY BCTaJI U II0OBEJI €T0 C ITYeJIbHUKA.

— TBI TOBOPHUILIB, UTO JKeJlaelllb JKeHUTHCI Ha
MoOel fgouepu? — CKasajl OH, KOIZla OHU BBIILIH
0TTy[a. — Tak g IIOHI TBOU CJI0Ba?

UepeM3UH I[I0YYBCTBOBaJ, YTO C €ro IuieY
CIIajla HeKoTopas TsDKeCThb. TpybeIikoil 0CBOO0X-
Iajsl ero OT AJUHHON U HEeJ0BKOM BCTYIIUTEJIb-
HOM peuH, KOTOPYH OH IIPUTOTOBHJ, U IIPSIMO
IIPUCTYIIWII K JIeJTy.

— /Jla, — IIpOM3HeC OH, II0BecesIeB, — eCJIH BbI
OyzeTe corylacHBI ¥ KHsDKHaA MpuHa [leTpoBHa...

— 51 Tebe BOT UTO CKaXKy, — HadaJy Tpyb6err-
KOM, 3aMe/lyIsis I11ar, — g Tebs y3HaJl, Thl MHe II0-
HpaBWICA... IIpaBaa. I UMeHHO II0TOMY, UTO ThI
MHe HPaBHUIIIbLCY, s TOBOPIO Tebe: He )KeHUCh, HU-
KOIZla He KeHHUCh... IIepBBINA rog — maiut bor elre,
4TOOBI 3TO TOJ, OBLI! — Yy Bac BCe IIOMIeT OTJINY-
HO, HY, a TaM IIPUJIeTCd pacIulauuBaThCI 3a 3TO
cyacTbe, KOTOpOe IIPOMeEJILKHET O4YeHb CKOPO.



51 BOT 4UTO CKaXy Tebe, — IIOBBICHJI YyrKe T0JIOC
Iletp KupuimoBuu:- Mos >KeHa, IIOKOMHAsA KHHI-
I'MH4, 6bLIa JIy4lllas B MHpe >KeHIIIUHa, Jy4llas
B Mupe! — TBHI IIOHMMaeIllbL 3T0? MpuHa He MO-
JKeT ¥ CPaBHUTHCA C Helo... ja 4To MpuHa — HU-
KTO He MOXXeT cpaBHUThCH!.. Hy U, a1 TeGe roBo-
PO IIOCJe 3TOrO: He JKEeHHCh, He J>XKeHHUCh! —
KPUKHYJI TpyOerikoi, ¥ rosoc ero 060pBaICa. —
JIFOOUINIL THI ee, XOUelllb ee CYacCTbsl — He JXKe-
Huch. IlycThs B eBKax ocraetrcd. Jlydie aTo. A
caM ye3>Kal. V Te6s1 sTa 6Js1aKb IIPOUZET, U OCTa-
HeTCsl HaBeK CaMoe JIydlllee BOCIIOMHHAaHHE O
HeM... Bepb MHE... BEPb...

— Ho KHA3b, — 3aroBOPMJI B CBOIO O4Yepenb
UepeMsuH, — 4 y>Ke B TaKHUX JieTaX, 4YTO MOTY
paccyauTh 34paBo, ¥ 3TO C MOEN CTOPOHBI BOBCe
He yBJleueHHe. S MHOro gymaJsl IIpef TeM, KakK
IIPUMNTU K BaM.

— Tsl MHOTO gyMas! — mepebus ero Tpyo6err-
KOU. — MHoro fyMaJl.. A g 60sbliie Te6s1, MOXKeT
OBITh, yMaJs 06 aTOM. — OH BAPYT OCTaHOBUJICS
U, fiepras IIeYOM M HeeCTeCTBEHHO Mopras Of-
HUM TIJIa30M, IIpPOZoJDKasl OBICTPO, pasipakeH-
HO:- CJI0BOM, He OBIBATh 3TOMY... UTO K THI XO-
4elllb HU C TOI'0, HA C Cero BOpBaThCAd KO MHe, a?



OTHATH Y MEH [I04b, a? OCTaBUTL MEHs OJJHOTO,
a? cfesIaTh U ee, U cebs HeCUaCTHBIMHU. 1 MeHd, U
MeHd, fa?... /la BOT UTO: IIpMHeCeIIb Thl MHE B
9TOM CeTKe BOJBI KOBII? — CHOBA KPUKHYJI OH,
CKHUMas B CBOEM pyKe CeTKy, KOoTopas Oblia Ha
YeJbHUKe, U Tpscd er.— IIpuHeceIlb? BO3-
MO’KHO 3T0? Hy, Tak >Ke HeBO3MOJKHO, YTOOBI
oTmas Tebe MpuHy... /IoBOJIeH Telepb? YTO? JI0-
BosieH? Tak uauTe >Ke, MUJIOCTHUBBINA IOCyZaphb
MO, uaure!..

UepeMsuH pasBesl PyKaMH M TPYCTHO OIIy-
CTHJI rosioBy. EMy [eHCTBUTE/JBLHO OCTaBaJIOCh
TOJIBKO YyUTH. OH MeJJIEHHO IIOIlleJI BIIepes IIO
aJljlee, OCTaBJIASA 3TOTO B36aJIMOIITHOIO, CTPOTOr0o
4yy/laka, KaKk OH JiyMaJl Tellephb I1po Tpy6erxoro.

Kuasse IleTp KupuioBU4 czesiajl HeCKOJIbKO
IIaroB K CKaMelKe, HaXOOUBIIENCI TYyT XKe, Y
Kpasi JOpOTH, OIIyCTHJICS Ha Hee M 3aKPBILI JIHITO0
pyKoOI0.

UYTo OH cAesasl cervac ¥ MMeJl JIK IIPaBo Clie-
JIaTh 3TO?

OH BCOOMHHJI "CBOe BpeM:d', CBOH >KU3HE,
MOJIOZYIO, IIOJIHYIO CHJI, ¥ €My CTaJsIO KaJIb 3TOr0
YIOaISABIIErocs Tellephb, II0YTH BBITHAHHOIO Ye-
JIOBEKA, K KOTOPOMY OH YyBCTBOBaJI HEBOJILHYIO



CUMIIATHIO C IIEPBOIO ’Ke B3IJgfa Ha Hero. Ho
CJIOBO y’Ke BBIPBAJIOCh, OBLIO CKasaHO, W IJId
[Terpa KupuioBr4a ero HeJb3s OBLIO y>Ke Bep-
HyTb. OH TOYHO CJIBIIIAJI eIlle 3BYK CBOEIro I'0JIO-
ca, KpMYaBIIIero 0 TOM, UTO HeJIb3s IIPHHECTH BO-
Iy B CeTKe.

OH OTHAJI PYKY OT JIMIIa U, IIPOBE/IS €10 II0 I0-
JIOBe, KaK OBl JKeJlasd OTPSAXHYTH CBOU MBIC/IH, XO-
TeJl BCTaTb, HO, B3IJIIHYB IIpef C000I0, YBUZE
YepeMsuHa, NpUOIMDKaIOIIErocs 1o auwree. ToT
I1eJI, CKOHQY>XeHHO YJIbIOasgCh, U B pyKax Hec
4TO-TO.

"Yto 3T0?" — mogyMaJI IleTp KupuijioBHY.

YepeMsHH MOOIIIEI U II0AJI MY, BCe TaK >Ke
y/Ib16asACh, CETKY C KyCKOM JIbJia.

— UT0 3T0? — IIPOU3HEC BCAYX TpyOerKom.

— BBI CcKasaJik, — UTO «TO» TaK >Ke HeBO3-
MO’KHO, KaK IIPUMHEeCTH BaM BOJBI B 3TOH CETKe.
Hy, BOT g BaM IIpHHEC ee, TOJIHLKO Mep3JyIo, IIO-
TOMY YTO B3sUI IIOOJIMDKE C JIeJHUKA; [0 KOJIOZALA
IajbIe ObLIIO UATH.

[TeTp KMpHM/IJIOBUY OCTaHOBUJICH, KaK OBI II€p-
BBIH pa3 B )KHU3HHU He 3Hasl, YTO OTBETUTh.

— Wb THI MeHs IIepexXUTPHII? — CKasal OH
HaKOHell, BEIpBAaB U3 PyK UYepeMsHHa CETKY CO



JIbIOM, U OTOPOCHUB ee [ajleKo B CTOPOHY. — Ca-
IIHCH 31eCh!

YepeMsHUH ceJl.

— OCTpoyMHO... OCTpPOyMHO! — 6G0pMoOTaJI
CTapblii KHA3b, yoKe He oOpalljas Ha Hero BHUMA-
HUsA. — [IepexXuTpuIIL... MEHS IIEPEXUTPHIL...

OH ycMexaJsica U QbIpKaJl HOCOM.

Brixox eMy 6bL1 faH YepeMsuHBIM. OcTaBa-
JIOCB, II0’KAJIYH, Tellepb TOJIbKO JaTh CBOE COTJIa-
CHe, M ObLI OMH MU, 4TO ITeTp KUPHILIIOBUY XO-
TeJI BCTaTh U 00HATH YepeM3HHa, KaK OyJylllero
My>Ka cBoeH Jouepu. Ho cep/lie ero CHOBa CiKa-
Jock. Kak! 3T0 3HaUYMUIIO paccTaThbCd C HEIo, pac-
CTaThbCs HaBCeI/la, OT/iaB ee 3TOMY COBCEM UY’KO-
MY 4eJIOBEKY, & CaMOMY OBITH OJJHOMY U JOKUTH
CBOM BeK, KaK HUKOMY He Hy)KHas PyXJIAab, KaK
HUCIIMCAaHHBIY, HUKY/la He TOAHBIN JIMCT OyMary,
IIOTePSBIINI JaBHO BeCb CBOM HHTepec! 3TO OBI-

JIO y>KacHO.
"HeT, HeT, He HYXHO... OHU OYyZyT HecyacT-
Hbl", — pemtu1 onATh IleTp KupuioBu4 H, 06-

PaTUBILKCH K UepeM3HHY, Pe3K0 CIIPOCHJI ero.
— CKOJIBKO Tebe JjieT?
YepeM3UuH 0TBETHUJI He cpasy.
— Korga Tl popuicsa? — IIepecIlipoCHI ero



Tpyb6ernikoii.

— 51 popumiica B OKTS6pe... B IOf, KoIja ObLI
BTOpO# moxox losuieiHa Ha KpbsiM. Mol oTers
yMep B 3TOM II0XO/[Ie.

ITeTp Kupu/sI0BUY ITIOMOPIITAJICS.

— I3TO 3HAYMT, B ThICAYa IIeCTHCOT BOCEMBb/Ie-
CAT JeBATOU Iofly, TakK II0-HallleMy? — CKa3aJjl OH
U1 KOHIIOM CBOe€ O0JIBIION TaJIKU C CepeOpsHbIM
YeKaHHBIM HabaJ/IIalllHUKOM HallkMcaJ Ha IIec-
Ke TOpOKKHU "1689". — A Temephb y Hac KaKou
TOJi? — IIPOJ0JDKaJI OH CIIpPaIlIUBaTh.

— TrIc4a ceMbCOT ABajllaTh CeAbMOM, — OT-
BeTHJI UepeM3HH.

Tpyb6enikoil Hazamucas Haj IIepBOK ITUGPOH
«1727» ¥ cesiaj BEIYUTaHUE.

— Bupuimis, — ckasajl OH, — TPHUALATHL BO-
ceMb... Tebe TpHUALIATE BOCEMB JIET... A 0Yb MOS
poAuIack B HIOJIe THICAYA IIECTHCOT HeBSHOCTO
BOCBMOTO IOZjla — 3HA4UT, ed Tellepb ABaAllaTh
neBdaThb. THI cTapllle ee Ha JeBATH JIET — HY, a 4
BCerja roBOPMJI, — 3aKJ/IIOYHJI C Y0BOJIbCTBHEM
[lerp KUpH/UIOBUY, — UTO MY>X MOEM Ho4yepH
IOJDKeH OBITH CTaplile ee Ha JeCATh JIeT, Ha Jie-
CATH JIeT, IIOHMMaeIllb?... & Thl TOlaMU He BEHI-
mres1... Coesaiica crapille Ha OGUH TOJ, CHejiait-



cd... Torma yBuguM. — OH BCTaJI B OTBecw Ye-
pemsuHy I110kJIOH. — Hy, Tak BoT! Thl MHe Hpa-
BUIIIbCS, 3TO — He 0TKa3. O6mKaTbCcsa Tebe TyT
Heyero. Catucdakius mmosHas {YIoBIeTBOpeHUe
II0JIHOE.}. A TOJIBKO IIOLU CHeJIaicsa Ha IOf, cTap-
1II€... IOIIPOOYH... IIOIIPOOYH...

UepeMsUH OTJIMYHO CO3HAaBaJ, UTO MOXKHO
OBLIIO IIPUHECTH JIbAY B CeTKe, HO CHesaThb To,
4T0 TpeboBas Tellepb Tpy6erikoi, 6bIJI0 HEMBIC-
JuMo. OH BCKOYMJI, HUYEro He CKasaB, IIPOIIIeJI
I10 aJulee, CJIbIIIA 3a COO0X0 CTapUeCKUU, JOHeIb-
35 IIPOTHUBHLIN eMy Telepb cMmeX Ilerpa Kupui-
JIOBHYA, U, B30ellleHHBIN, yexas, KaK eMy Kasa-
JIOCB, HaBCerga u3 Kuspkeckoro.

BepHyBIIUCHL OMOM, UepeM3UH yBUJeJ, YTO
IJI1 HEero BCe Tellepb KOHUYEHO. YIIPSAMBIN CTapUK
IpaBIINCh, KaK 3TO OBLIO BUAHO, K IIEPBOMY
IIpUIlIe/IIIeMy eMy B I'0JIOBY 00CTOSTeILCTBY, He
COIJIaCUTCI H3MEHUTH CBOE pellleHue, II0TOMY
4TO He X04YeT OTIIYCKaTh OT cebsd [o4ub. OCTaBaTh-
Cs Telleph 3/leCh, y cebs B UMeHbe, TaK 6JIM3KO0 OT
TpybenKux, K KOTOPBIM Telleph ero TSHYJIO 60JIb-
1IIe IIpe’KHero ¥ K KOTOPLIM OH He MOT yrKe I10Ka-
3aThCd, OBJI0O U MyYHUTEJIBHO, ¥ TOCKJIUBO.



Heckoybko gHel UepeM3UH XOLUJI Y cebs II0
KOMHAaTaM, 3aTeM 3aHsJICAd YCUJIEHHO BepXO0BOH
e3710M, TaK UTO Jake 3arHajl JIOLIaAb, HAKOHEI],
BeJIleJI yKIaabsiBaThca. OH cobpaJsica onaTh B Mu-
TaBy WM B IleTepOypr Ha cayx60y, Kyfa-HUOYAb.
B nmepeBHe ocTaBaTbCi OH He MOT 0oOJbllle U
yexaJl, pellllB II0 J0pOore 3aBePHYTH K BOJIKOE-
CKHUM, KOTOpbIe — OH 3HaJl — OBLIN y Cebs B Je-
peBHe, Hea1eKo 0T MOCKBEI.

Crapbiii KHA3B [leTp KupuioBud, ysHaB 00
oThe3fe UepeM3HuHa, CeJajICd Ha HeJe/JI0 He B
IyXe, He IIPUHUMaAJI TOCTeN U He JOIyCKaJI K Ce-
6e 1yp ¥ mwyTux. Ho ¢ fo4yepbio OH 6B 0COGEHHO
JIaCKOB ¥ BHHMAaTeJIeH U XBaJIUJI ee 3a TO, UTO
3MHCKOTO IIOMeIlMKa", KaK OyATO BO BCEM 3TOM
ObliIa ee BOJIA.

begnasgs HMpwuHa IleTpoBHaA cTapasachk CIep-
J)KaThb cebs IIpU OTILE, HO, IIPOBOJS OGECCOHHEBIE
HOYHM, 4aCcTO U MHOTIO IL/TaKaja, TOPbKO >KaJIysaCh
Ha TO, UTO el BhIllasia TaKas cyaboa.

V BojikKoHCKHX YepeM3uHa BCTpPeTHIN KakK
CTaporo IIpUdTessI U OYeHb 00pajoBaliCh eMY.
OH mpuexaj K HUM COBEePIIIeHHO HeOXKUJaHHO U
CBOUM IIOgBJIEHUEM BHEC HEBOJIbHBLIE BOCIIOMU-



HaHUA MWHTaBbl, MUHYBIIEIO BpeMeHHU U JIyU-
IIUX 6e33a00THBIX JIeT.

B nepeBHe y cebs BOJIKOHCKHe YCTPOHJIHCH
II0Ka B TEeCHBIX, HU3eHbKHUX IIOKOAX XOPOM CTa-
PHHHOM mocTpoiiKu. KHa3p HukuTa 1mo mnpuessue
IIEPBEIM [IeJIOM II0 HaCTOSHHUIO KEHBI CTajl PY-
OUTH [JI1 Hee HOBBIM IOM C IIPOCTOPHBIMH TOp-
HUunamu. OIJIANeBINNUCh, OH HCIOJHHUJI CBOU
06eT — XoauiI ¢ JIJaBpeHTHeM IIeIlIKoM B Kues.

Arpadene IleTpoBHe BCce He HPABUJIOCH B Jie-
peBHe: ’Kapa, MyXH, HU3KHe II0TOJIKH, MaJIeHb-
KHe OKHA U B 0COOEHHOCTHU I'Pyb0CTh MY>KHKOB.
Bce 3aTO e)Xe[lHEBHO, €KEMHUHYTHO pasfgpa’kajio
ee. OHa IIOYTH IIeJIBIF JleHb OblIa He B AyXe, U
Korja KHa3b HUKHTA, BEPHYBIIHCH C I10JI HUJIH C
PeKH, IIOAXOAUI K HeM U Harubasica U B3IJIAA0M
TpebGoBasl OT Hee YJBIOKH, OHa He yJiblbanach
eMy, ¥ BOJIKOHCKH, TSOKeJI0 B3[[0XHYB, OTXO/HII
OT ’KeHBI. PasHHUIIa B CKJIOHHOCTSX U CTPeMJ/IeHH-
X B JlepeBHe cTaJjla CUJbHee 3aMeTHa. B Mu-
TaBe, B IleTepbypre Hukurte ®enepoBUUy JIETKO
OBLJIO )KUTh TaK, KaK eMy XOTeJIOCh, TO eCThb IIO-
JaJbllle OT BceX, HO ArpadeHe IleTpoBHe BOBCe
He OBIJI0 BO3MOJKHO JKUTH B [lepeBHe TaK, KaK XO-
TeJIOCh €M, U BOJIKOHCKHUU IIOHSAJ, YTO TOT IIO-



KOM, KOTOPBIX IyMasl OH HaWTHU B JlepeBHE, TOT
BHYTPEeHHUH IYIIeBHBIU IIOKOU, K KOTOPOMY OH
IIOCTOSIHHO CTPEMMUJICS, ObLI ellfe MeHee BO3MO-
JKeH 371eCh.

C mmpuesgom UYepemsuHa He TOJIBKO, caM Hu-
kuta denopoBuu U ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa, HO U
Muiita u JlaBpeHTHH, U ake Po3a moBecesiesu.
FoCTI0O OTBeJIM JIYUIy}0 KOMHATY, 3a HUM YyXa-
’KUBaJsIy, ObIN pajibl eMy ¥ BHUMATEIbHEI, U OH,
ybI0asiCh, ¥ CaM TOXKe II0BeCeJIeB, C Y/I0BOJIb-
CTBUEM IIPUHUMAJ 3Ty PafoCTh U JIACKY CBOUX
Ipy3em.

— Hy, pacckaspiBaii, Kak ke ThI, KaK KHATU-
Hd, Muina... ¥ KaKk OH BBIPOC! — BOCKJIMKHYJI Ye-
PeM3HUH B IIepBHIH JKe Beuep CBOero IIpuesna, o6-
pamtagcs k Hukute PemopoBHUy, KOrja OHHU
OCTaJIMCh O HH.

—/Jla BOT )KUBeM — M _3 I H a H H U K U, —
yCMexXHyJIcad KHA3b HuKuTa

— A TBI U4 pan?

— KoHeuHoO, paj, ¢ 0OTHOM CTOPOHEL... HO 60-
I0Ch, KaK OBl Xy>Ke He ObL10. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa
OIIATH UTO-TO 3aTeBaeT.

— Heyxesu omATE? — BOCKJIUKHYJI YepeMm-
3UH.



Hukura ®enopoBUY MAaXHYJ PYKOI U pPac-
cMesicd. EMy Tellepb, IIPH CBHUAAHHUHU C IIPHUATE-
JieM, KOTOpPOro OH TaK JaBHO He BHJeJI, BCe Ka3a-
JIOCH BeCeJsIo ¥ XOpPOIIIOo.

— /la 4TO >X OHa MOJKeT CZesaThb 3[1eCh, B [ie-
peBHe, B M3THAHUH, KaK ThI TOBOPHIIE? — IIepe-
CIIPOCHLI TOT.

— Kak, 4T0? — OTBeTHJ KHI3b HUKUTa, Ha-
MOpIach U CTAHOBACH Cepbe3HBIM. — Ha rpex
TYT OT HAacC HeJajIeKO MMeHbe JTBOIOPOJHOIO ee,
TasmeisiHa Pezmopa, oT MOCKBEI OH B TPUAIATH
BepcTax. M3 MOCKBEI Ty/ia IIpUe3’KaroT, 1 MO e3-
IuT... U cpesaTh HUYEro He MOTY. Y>K KOJIH ITe-
TepOYPICKOro caydas MaJjo O6bLI0...

UepeM3uH ciayliajga Jpyra, Ilepeb6uBasl pac-
CIIpOCaMH UM BCTABJISAL 3aMeuaHus. EMy ToXe Xo-
TeJIOCh TOBOPUTH U TO>KE paccKasaTh IIPo ceds.

— A 4T0 y Hac B MurasBe Jiesiajoch 6e3 Bac! —
HayaJl OH, Korjia BoJIKoHCKUI 060 BceM paccka-
3as. — IlpencraBb cebe, Korja — IIOMHHUIIL —
[lerp MuxainoBuu e3gun B IleTepOypr, Torga
BIPYT BBIIBUHYJICA IIPH ABOpPIie TepIiOTHHU bU-
PeH, CBIH IIPOCTOr0 KOHIOXA.

— 1 ero MeJIbLKOM IIOMHIO, — Ilepebuy Bour-
KOHCKHUH, — Kak ’ke... B MuTase... Teleps 0H, I0-



BOPAT, yoKe HasbIBaeT ce06s He BupeHoM, a Bupo-
HOM, U IIPOM3BOJUT CBOM POJ OT GPaHIy3CKHX
rpa¢oB.

UepeM3HH CHOBa PacCMEesLICH.

—/Ja u caMm Ilerp MuXaWIOBHY IIOKPOBH-
TeJILCTBOBAJI EMY.

— /la TBI 0 ce6e-TO paccKaku! — OIIATH Ilepe-
6mn1 Huxkurta PemopoBud. — Hy, Kak XU B [e-
peBHe, KaK TaM YCTPOHUJICA?

— /la HHKaK He YCTPOMJICSI, — BIPYT YIIaB-
IITMM TOJIOCOM OTBeTHJI YepeM3HH. — UTO II0[e-
Jaels! Sl HaBcerja yexaJs Tellepb U3 JepeBHU.

— OnaTte Ha cIyx0y, onATh B MUTaBy? — II10-
UTH C YKaCoOM CIIPOCHJI BOJIKOHCKHM.

— Jla, OIIATk.

N YepeMsuH B CBOIO 0Uepe[b pacckasal Bce 0
cebe U 0 CBOel Heyaye.

Hukura ®emopoBHUY cepbe3HO0, BHUMAaTe/JIbHO
CJIe[IHJI 38 €T0 PaCcCKa3oM.

— CTpaHHBIN CTapuK! — CKasaJ OH, Korga Ye-
pPeM3HH KOHYWI. — fI TebGe OJHO TOJIBKO MOIY
CKasaTb — Oy[Ab yBepeH: eC/JId [JO0J/DKHO, YTOOBI
TBOd KHsDKHa MpHHa cTaja TBOEI >KEHOIO, TO
HHUYTO — HH OTell, HU KakKag Jpyrasd cuiaa He
OCTQHOBST 3TOTO.



— /Jla, Xopo11o Tebe TOBOPUTH TakK, a 51 He BU-
’KYy BO3MO>KHOCTH... HeT, 3T0 He cOyzeTcs...

BOJIKOHCKHI BCTaJI CO CBOEr0 MecTa H 3aXo-
ITHJI 110 KOMHATe.

— INomHuIIL MUTaBy? — CKasaJjl OH, o0Opalla-
jaCch K YepeMsuHy. — [IOMHUINL, KaK THl TOTZA
yTeliaJa MeHs U IIOMOT MHe — J1a, IIOMOT, KOHeU-
HO, XOTS U CMesUICs, U 6aarypuia?

—YT0 K, TOTra MBI MOJIOYKE OBLIM, — BCTa-
BUJI UepeM3UH, KaK OYJTO OIIPaBIbIBASCH.

— W Morau i1 MBI yMaTh TOT/A, — IIPOJOJI-
’Kasl KHA3b HUKWTa, — UTO BOT IIPUJET BpeMd,
KOI7la MBI IIOMeHsIeMCsd MeCTaMU U MHe IIPUJIeT-
Cs TaKKe yTelllaTh Tebs?

—JKasnp 0flHO, UTO THI MHE IIOMOYb HE MO-
’KeIllb, — I'PYCTHO BO3pasui YepeM3HUH.

Hukura ®emopoBHUY HECKOJBKO pas IIPOIIeT-
cs MoJr4a.

— Hy, aToro Tel He TOBOpHU! — He BIPYT IIPO-
0JDKaJI OH, BULUMO, coobpakasd uTo-To. — Her,
He TOBOPU — MOJKeT ObITh, ¥ IIOMOTY.

YepeMs3HUH OBICTPO IIOLHSI Ha HEro B30p, KaK
OBl COMHEBAasiCh, He OCJIBLIIIAJICI JH OH, WIH B
CBOEM yMe BOJIKOHCKHM, )KeJIaBIIIHUHI [IOMOYL ero
CBAaTOBCTBY Ha TpyOeIrikol, KoTopas ObLIa Te-



IIepb JajJeKo OT HUX, B IIOJIHOM BJIACTU U IIOJI-
HOM IIOBUHOBEHUHU Y CBOEr0 CTPOITHUBOIO H
YIOPSIMOTIO OTIIA.

— /la, ¥ IIOMOI'y, — IIOATBepAuI KHA3b HUKU-
Ta.

— Ho kak Xe, rosy6buuk? Begb 3TO HeEBO3-
MO>XHO, — HeJIOBEPUUBO IIpoU3HeC UepeM3UH.

Ho oH cTas HacTauBaTh Ha TOM, YTOObI KHA3b
Hukura 06BSICHUI, KaK 3TO OH COOHMpaeTcs IIO-
Moub eMy. OH IymaJs IIPOCTO, UTO BOJIKOHCKHIA
X04YeT YTeIllUTh ero, IMoAep>KaTh U II09TOMY TO-
BOPUT Tak cebe, YTOOHBI 1aTh €My XOTh T€Hb Ha-
Iexnwl. Ho UepeMsuH 3HaJI, UTO HafeXIbl 3TOMN
He MOKET OBITh.

Ha gpyroit meHb BOJIKOHCKHIT He BO30OHOB-
JISJI 3TOTO pasroBOpa, U ero rocThb elfe OOJIbIIe
ybequiica B CIIPaBelJIMBOCTU CBOETO IIPeAII0JIO-
KeHUs.

YepeM3UH IIpOBeJl Y BOJIKOHCKUX HeJlesIy IBe
U HaKOHeIT cobpaJsics ye3»KaThb.

HakanyHe ero orne3ga Hukura PemopoBHU
IIpUIIIes] K HEMY OIIITh BEUEPOM U CIIPOCHI:

— Tak TBI IIOJIOKUTEJbHO XOUeIllb YXKe yes-
KaTh?

— /Jla, Toy64uuK, 1opa, — 03a604YeHHO OTBe-



T YepeM3HH.

OH OIATP HAXOMWJICA B TaKOM COCTOSHUH,
YTO He MOT JO0JITO 3aCH>KHBATBhCSA Ha OJHOM Me-
CTe, ¥, KaK HU XOPOILIO eMy OBIJI0 ¥ BOJIKOHCKUX,
HO BCe-TaKH eMy MHOTIOro HefmocraBaygo. OH TOC-
KOBaJI 110 KHsoKHe HpuHe [leTpoBHe, U ee-TO U
Hel0CTaBaJIO €My, a IIOTOMY OH U He MOT CUJIeTh
Ha OJTHOM MecTe. B 1iepeesniax, B Jopore eMy BCe-
TaKHU OBLJIO JIeTUe.

— Hy, a ecsiu g Tebe cKaKy: Ioeskal Ha3aj B
IlepeBHI0? — IIPOU3HeC BOJIKOHCKUN.

UYepeM3UH HaxXMypuI OpPOBH U HeLOBOJIBLHO
B3IJIZHYJI Ha JIpyra.

— ITostHO TebGe, kKHI3b HuKuTa! — ckasaj oH,
XMYPSCh.

— A pasBe ThI 3a0bUI, 4TO g obellfasl IIOMOYb
Tebe? — mepebun ero Hukura PefopoBUU W,
yJIb16asICh, BECeJIO B3IJISIHYJI Ha YepeM3UHa.

ToT B CBOIO OoUepeb HeJOyMeBalIile, BOIIPO-
CUTEeJIbHO II0CMOTpeJI Ha Hero U CIIPOCHIIL:

— Tak Tl He LIyTHIIL? 3TO CePbe3HO?

— Hert, He 1mryuy. /lal TOJILKO MHe CJIOBO, UTO
HUCIIOJTHUIIE TO, UTO g IIOTPeOyI0 OT Tebs.

— Xopo1110, a0 CJI0BO, — CKasasl YepeM3uH,
HeCKOJILKO IT0yMaB.



— Hy, TaK BOT, BO3bMH 3TO0 IIMCEMO, — U Hu-
KuTa PefopoBUY 0CTaI U3 KapMaHa y>Ke TOTO-
BOe M 3aleyaTaHHOEe ITHChMO, — U Be3H ero, He
quTasd, K cebe B [lepeBHIO, a KOI/ia IIphe/elb —
IIPOYTH U OOBACHUCH CO CTAPUKOM TpyOerikuM.

— U THI AyMaellb, YTO U3 3TOr0 UTO-HUOYAH
BBIMIET?

— 1 maro Tebe CJIOBO, UTO BBIMET, €CJIHU TOJIb-
KO, IIOBTOPSI0, Cy>KaeHOo MpuHe IleTpoBHe cTaTh
TBOEI0 KEeHOM.

UYepeM3UH IOJUUHWICA APYIy U, U3MEHUB
CBOM MapILpyT, OTIIPaBUJICA Hasal, K cebe B Je-
PpeBHIO.



11
HOBbIN FroL,

qepEMBI/IH yexaJ U KakK OyATO yBe3 C CcO60I0
IYPHYIO IIOTOAY, CTOSBIIYI0O BCe BpeMs €ero
npebbiBaHUA y BosikoHCKuUX. Ilocsie moXmed U
MOKPOTBI BJIPYT 3aBepHyJIa Cyxas II0roza 6adbe-
ro jiera. CoJIHIle BBIIJITHYJIO Ha COBCEM CHHEM
Hebe U K IIOJIYJHIO IIeKJIO, KaK B HIOJIe. 3aKaThl
OBLIM, KOHEYHO, CBe)Kee HIOJILCKUX, HO TEM He
MeHee IIPUATHEI U He X0JI0LHBL.

B oiuH U3 3THUX, HECMOTPS Ha CEHTSIOpPb Me-
CAIl, TUXUX U JTa’Ke TeIlIbIX BeuepoB Hukura Pe-
IepoBUY cupe ¢ JlaBpeHTHeM Ha BJABIIEMCS B
PeKy IIpUIOpKe, 3a CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM 3aHATHU-
eM — y>KeHUEeM pPhIOHL.

MepiieHHasd, IIpo3payHas JIeTOM U Telleph K
OCEeHUW UyTh II0TEeMHEeBIlIas, CJI0OBHO CTYyCTHBIIIA-
Cs1, peKa 0e33BYUHO IIbLIIA MeXKIY CBOUX CKO-
IIEHHBIX U CHOBA y>Ke 0OpOCIIUX TPaBOIO 3eJIe-
HBIX OeperoB, Koe-Irfie H3pefKa OTTeHEeHHBIX
KPaCHOBAaTO-KeJITOX0 IJIMHOI 0OPBIBOB.

"Bce pexku,— BcruoMHmI Hukura Pemopo-
BUY, — TEKyT B MOpe, HO MOpe He IIepeIloIHsIeT-



Cs; K TOMy MeCTy, OTKy/Jia PeKU TeKyT, OHU BO3-
BpAIlal0TCs, YTOOBI OIISATH TEUB".

B mocsieHee BpeMst BOJIKOHCKHMIT MaJjio-IIOMa-
JIy OCTaBWJI BCe CBOUM KHUIHM M OCTAaHOBWJICA Ha
OJHOM TOJIbKO Bu6/iMu, OTKPHIB B HEU BAPYT Ta-
KYI0 CHJIY U MOIIB, IIpeJl KOTOPBIMU BCe OCTaJIb-
Hble COYMHEHUS Kas3aJIUCh eMy HUUYTOKHBIMU U
JKaJIKUMU. B 0CO6€HHOCTH ero mopasuy EKKiie-
3MacT. 3[echb, Ha 3THUX HECKOJILKUX CTPaHUIIAX,
KakK KasajloCb €My, COoCpeLoToYuBajach B_C_d
MYZIPOCTh UejioBeuecKasi, ObIJI0 BCe TO, O YeM IIH-
CaId ¥ HaJ 4yeM AyMaJjiy, KaK HaJ HOBBIM, JIIOAU
BIIOCJIEICTBHH.

"briBaeT HeuTO, — roBOpmJI EKKJIesuacT, — 0
4yeM roBopsaT: "CMOTPH, BOT 3TO HOBOe", HO 3_T_O
OBLIO y>Ke B BeKaX, ObIBIIMX IIpekie Hac. Het
IaMgaTH O IIPeXHEM; Zla ¥ 0 TOM, 4YTO OyzeT, He
OCTaHeTCd IIaMATHU Y TeX, KOTOpble OYAYT IIOCIIe.
YTo 6BLI0, TO U TeIlephb eCTh, ¥ UTO OYIET, TO yKe
Ob1710; ¥ BOor BO330BeT IIpole/liee”.

"W Tak Bce, — AyMaJs KHa3b Hukura, — Bce —
cyeTa cyeT ¥ ToMJyleHue ayxal”

— locmomy, XOpoILIO-TO Kak!— B3OOXHYJI
BIpyT JIaBpeHTUH.

C Tex mop, Kak 6apuH U CTapbld CJIyra CXO[U-



JI1 BMecTe B KueB, MeXly HUMU 00pa3oBaIkCh
COBCEM HOBBIE€ OTHOIIEHHS, €CTeCTBEHHBIE H
npoctele. IIpaBfa, B fjoMe, a TeM 6oJiee IIPH JIH0-
Iax JlaBpeHTHUH ocTaBaJICd IIpe’KHUM JIaBpeHTH-
€M U HHKOIJIAa He TOJILKO He CAJHJICA IIpeJ KHI-
3eM, HO Jla’Ke YIIOPHO BBIJ€PKHMBAJI CBOMCTBEH-
HBIA KPeIloCTHOMY 4eJIOBeKYy TOH; HO KOIZa OHH
OBLIM COBCEM OJHU, OKPY>KE€HHBIE JIECOM, IIPHUBO-
JIbeM PeKU HJIH IIPOCTOPOM II0Jig, JIaBpeHTHUI
Ipeobpa’kajici U CTaHOBHJICA APYIHM 4YeJIOBe-
KOM C KHS3eM.

— TBI UTO CKasaJ? — CIIPOCUI KHA3HL Hukura.

— 51 rOBOPIO, XOPOILIO-TO Kak! — 1 JIaBpeHTHU
II0KasaJl PyKOoI0 Ha II0JIOCY PeKH, JIyTa U CHHIOIO
Jaab. — MCTHMHHO XOPOIIIo, a Belb KasKeTCsl, HHU-
4ero HeT, HU IOMOB C KOJIOHHaMH, HU GOHTAHOB,
HU CTaTyeB, — IIOICHWI OH. — B IleTepOypxe-To
OHH Kas3aJIUChb KaK OyJTO U HHUYEro, a BCe-TaKH
BCe 3TO HH K UeMY.

"KTO MO>KeT BBIIPAMUTEL TO, 4TO OH chesa
KPHUBBIM?" — IIPUIIIO OIIATE HAa yM Hukure Pe-
IOPOBHYY, M >KaJKHWe IIOTYI'H JIIOJeH CO3[1aTh
4YTO-TO, UTO, 110 UX MHEHHI0, ObIJIO OBl KpacHBee
CYILLIIeCTBOBABIILIETO B IIPHPOJeE, II0KA3aJIUChL eMy
YAUBUTEJIbHO CMEIITHBIMH U HEYMECTHBIMH.



— Cyera, ¥ 3TO — CyeTa, — IIPOrOBOPHJ OH
BCJIYX.

JlaBpeHTHUH IIOHSJI CJI0BA KHA35 UMEHHO Tak,
KaK OHU OBIJIN CKa3aHBbI, U TOXKe YIBIOHYJICS.

"KoHeuHo, cyeTa!" — cKasaJia 3Ta yJIbIOKa.

Kuase Hukurta y’ke JaBHO 3aMeTHJI, YTO He
OfuH JIaBpeHTUH yMeJl U MOI IIOHUMAaTh ero, HO
4TO TOT HapOJ, U3 KOTOPOI0 BEIIIEs JIaBpeHTUH,
TOT HaApoOJ, KOTOPBIX TOBOPUJI C KaKOIO-TO IIpe-
3pUTEJILHOI0 TPYCTHIO: "BCe IIOMHUPATh OyzeM", U
TOTZa, KOTZa 3eMHOe rope HaJBUraJIoCh Ha Hero,
U TOIZa, KOrja, cobyiasHdasa ero, eMy IIpejJiarajin
3eMHble Osilara U 6J1aromosy4yusi, — TOT HapOL
TakyKe MOI IIOHMMaTb U IIOHMMaJI UMEHHO TO,
4TO KHA3b HUKHTa CcuMTas eJMHCTBEHHO BaK-
HBIM; MaJI0 TOT0, OH CO3HaBaJI, YTO U CaM IIOTO-
My TaK JIETKO JOIIIeJI 0 CBOEro «Ba’KHOI0», UTO
IIpHUHAJIeKaJl K TOMY Hapoay, U3 KOTOPOIO BBI-
1rest JIJaBpeHTUM ¥ KOTOPBIH yMaJl OJUHAaKO0BO C
HUM.

IJTH IIpOCTHIe CJI0Ba "IIOMHUpAThH OyZeM", Ka-
3aBIIMecsd CTOJNBKO pa3 Hukwure demopoBuUy
TporaTeJbHBIMY, SICHO, BEPHO OBLIU 00BSICHEHBI
HEeCKOJIbKO BeKOB TOMY HasaZ EKkiesnacToM:
"Bce uzeT B OHO MeCTO; BCe IIPOU3O0IILIO U3 IIPa-



Xa, U Bce Bo3BpaTurcd B Irpax!", "KoHely nmesa
JIydllle Hayaja ero, U JeHb CMepTH — JHSI POXK-
neHud", "UeJl0BeK He BJIACTEH HaJ[ yXOM, YTOObI
yZep>KaTh AyX, U HeT BJIAaCTHU Yy Hero HaJ JHeM
CMepTH U HeT H3baBJieHUS B 3TOU 60pbOe, U He
cIIaceT HeueCTHe HedeCcTHUBOro", "Kak BbIIIIe OH
HaruMm U3 yTpoObl MaTepH CBOEM, TAKUM U OTXO-
OUT, KAKUM IIpUILes], ¥ HU4Yero He BO3bMET OT
Tpy/Zla CBOEro, YTO MOT OBl OH IIOHECTh OT TPyZa
CBOero".

C Tex IIOp KaK KHA3b HUKHUTa COIIeJCA B [le-
peBHe OJ/IM>Ke ¢ HapOoZoM, OH BIAPYT YBHEJI, UTO
IO CUX IIOp B AyIlIe >XMWJI C HUM OJMHAKOBOIO
’KU3HBIO, U C PaZOCTHI0 YBUJEJ, UTO TO, YET0 OH
IOCTHUT, KaK eMy Ka3aJjoCh, caM, COOCTBEHHOIO
paboTor0 CBOEro Ayxa, IMOATBEPKAAI0Ch PaCCyK-
IeHUaMHU EXkilesracTa U )KU3HBIO Hapoza.

B IleTepOypre, B pasroBopax, BecesoBCKUH,
TOpPAYU ITIOKJIOHHUK U IIPUBEPKeHelT 3arpaHuy-
HOT'0, YaCTO CChLIAJICA Ha 3aKOCHEJIOCTh MY/KUKa,
Ha ero yIIOpHOe He)XeJlaHHe C 0XO0TOI0, C Y[O-
BOJILCTBMEM HaOpPOCUTHLCI Ha Te YJIyUIleHUs U
6Js1ara, KOTOpble IIEPEHOCHUINCh K HaM U3 Yy>KUX
KpaeB, Ha3bIBaJ 3TO JIEHBI M OpaHM MYXUKa
COBEepIIIEHHO TaK ’Ke, Kak OpaHWiIa ArpadeHa



IlerpoBHa camoro Hukuty PemopoBuua, KOIja
OH He XOTeJI 3aHUMAThCS TeM, 4ero TpeboBasa
OHAa OT Hero BHavaJjie U B UeM BH/[eJIa C_B_0_e Ha-
CTosIIIIee [1eJI0.

Ho BOJIKOHCKHI He CUHTAaJl JIEHBI0 TOTO0, UTO
pasapakaso BecesoBckoro. My>KHK ITOKOPHO
IIpHUHHUMaJI TO, YeMy ero Hay4aJsH, HO, BUAHUMO, B
IJIyOMHe IYIIU CBOEH CUUTAJI 3TO CYeTOI0.

" KTO TYT 6BL71 O0JIbIIIE IIpaB?

Kuases Hukura c JlaBpeHTHEM AyMajid, 4To
OHH, a Bece/JIOBCKUI He COMHEeBAJICS, UTO IIpaB/a
Opl1a Ha ero cropoHe. Ho EXKiiesracT rOBOPMUT,
4TO U 3TO — CyeTa, U60 KTO 3HAaeT, YTO XOPOIIIo
IJI1 4JejloBeKa B JKHM3HHM, BO BCe JHH CYeTHOM
’KH3HH ero, KOTOphIe OH IIPOBOJHUT, KaK TeHb? 1
KTO CKakeT 4eJI0BEKY, YTO Oy/ieT I10CjIe Hero II0,
COJIHITIEM?

Pri6a kieBaJsia Majo: KHA3b U HUKHUTa OBLI
HeBHUMAaTeJIeH, W [eHCTBUTEJIbHO KJIEB IIpe-
KpaTHJICs, HO TOJILKO OHU IIOMMAaJIH HEMHOTO.

JIaBpeHTHUH CJIOJKHUJI YAOYKH, B3I BeApo C
PBI60I0, M OHU IIOIIIH JOMOI.

Hukura @®emopoBHY Kasajcd 3aLyMUYMBBIM.
OH 1poirres IpsIMo K >XeHe. OHa BCTpeTHJIa ero
B3BOJIHOBaHHas, PaJloCTHAsA, BCTPEIIeHYBIIasICA.



— Hy, 4T0, HYy, 4T0? — 3aroBOpHJa OHA, Lep-
’Ka B pyKax Kakoe-TO, 0YeBHUJHO, TOJIbKO YTO II0-
JydyeHHOe NIUCbMO0.— Hy, 4T0?... 4bd IIpaBna?
S roBopmia, 1 3TO 3HajIa... MEeHIIIHKOB BIIaJ B
HeMwI0CTh. OH BbIC/IaH U3 IleTepbypra: JHU ero
MOTIyIIlecTBa KOHYeHE!. /la, II0 YKa3y UMIIepaTo-
pa, MeHIIUKOB cocjaH B PaHeHOypr. BoT BU-
OUINL: Op/ieHa OT Hero 0TOoOpaHbl, 06pyYeHHYI0
HeBeCTy UMIlepaTopa, [0Yb MeHIIINKOBa, He 0Y-
OyT IIOMUHATh HAa €KTeHUAX B I[epKBH. ['0BOPAT,
y MeHIIIUKOBA HAIILIK [TUCEMA K IIPYCCKOMY /IBO-
Py, TZe OH IIPOCUJI JaTh €My LeCITh MUJIJIMOHOB
U ofeljasl BO3BPaTUThL BJBOE, KOIZA IIOJYYUT
pycckuii mmpectoi... A? KakoBo?! C 3aBelljaHreM
HMIIepaTPHUIILI TOXKe I1esIasdt UCTOPUA: TOBOPSAT —
OHO ITO/IJIOJKHO, ¥ BCeMYy BHHOI MeHIUKOB. Ho
9TOT0 MaJIO: eCTh BEPOATHOCTh, UTO €r0 He OCTa-
BAT B PaHeHOypre, a 3allUIIOT U I10/aJIbIIIe; CJIO-
BOM, — 3aKJroumnia ArpageHa IleTpoBHa, — IIPO-
UIa ¥ 1orubsia cyeTHas cjaaBa IIperopzoro Io-
Jmada, KOTOpPOro bor CU/ILHOIO IeCHULIEI0 COKPY-
I, "W Bce aTOMy O4eHb pafpl, U B [leTepOypre
BCe 6JIaTOII0JIyYHO, U TaKUX CTPaxXxOB Tellepb HU
OT KOTO HeT, KaK ObLIO IIpU KHA3e MeHIIIHKO-
Be!" — IIpousa OHa U3 IIMCbMa U I106€JOHOCHO



morjszesia Ha MyoKa.

I'masa ee ropesy, IeKH ITOKPBUIMCHL PYMSIH-
11eM, I'PY/Jb BBICOKO II0bIMaJIach, OHAa TOTOBA OBI-
Jla ¥ IUIaKaTbh, U CMeAThCS, He 3Has, YeM BEIpa-
3UTh CBOIO PajioCTh, U TpebGoBasia U B3IJIAA0M, U
TOHOM CBOETO roJI0Ca, ¥ BCeM CYyII[eCTBOM CBOHUM
COYYBCTBHUA OT KHA3 HUKUTEI 3TOM CBOEH pasio-
CTH, COUYYBCTBUA U 000 peHUs.

Ho oH rpycTHO IIOIJIAZEsI Ha Hee U JIaKe He
YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Cyerta, ArpadeHyIiika, Bce — cyeTa! — IIpo-
TOBOPMJI OH U YIIIes K cebe.

C mageHreM MeHINIMKOBa HazeXXAbl Arpade-
HbI [IeTPOBHEBI YABOWINCH, U TEIlephb J0pora Ka-
3aJ1achb el OTKPBITOIO.

C mepBBIX JKe JHEeH! CBOEro OThe3lla B JIepesB-
HI0O OHA CHOBAa 3aBejia [EJIOBYIO IIEPeItCKYy C
OpaTbAMM U OTIIOM, IlepellrchiBasach ¢ [aHHU-
6asoM, cocsiaHHBIM B TOMCK, U ¢ MaBpUHBIM,
OBIBIIIIM B CChLIKe B T060JIbCKe, ITocelriasa Ho-
BOJeBMYMI MOHACTBIPh B MOCKBe U e3fiuia Ha
CBUAHUA C HY)XHBIMH €M JIIOAbMHU K CBOEMY
IBoropoxHoMy Opaty TasbpisuHy. ENM Kasasocs,
YTO C Ka’KIbIM THeM OJIM3UTCS ee 0CBOOOKIeHIe
U 4YTO HaBepHOe Oy/JeT BBIXJIOIIOTAH yKas, paspe-



LIAIOIIUIM BepHYThCA CHOBA B IleTepOypr Kak e,
TaK U ee IPy3bsIM.

Mexny TeM Astekceit becTykeB, He 3HaBIIIUU
BO BCeX IIOAPOOHOCTSAX TOTO, YTO IIPOUCXO/IUIIO B
3T0 BpeMsa B IleTepOypre, mucan cecrpe U3 Ko-
IIeHrareHa:

"KoHeyHO 0, II0 ’KeJIJaHHUI0 BCeX BaC YYUHU-
JIOCB, exkesiv 6 cMepTh rpada PabyTrHa B TOM He
BOCIIpenAITCTBOBasa. Ho ekenu 6 ero uMIlepa-
TOPCKOE BeJIMYECTBO /la He CBOOOAMI UMIIEPHI0
CBOI0 OT HUra BapBapCKoOro, To 6 MHe TPYZHO ObI-
JI0 TOJIb CKOpPO BCeM BaM BCIIOMOYb; HEIHE JKe
YIIOBal0, YTO BHI C PY3bsIMU HAIIUMHU U 6e3 II0-
CTOPOHHEM ITOMOIIH, II0 OTJIY4YeHUU U3BECTHOIO
BapBapa, BCIKOM caMU cebe BCIIOMOYb MOKeTe".

BapBap, To ecTb MeHIIIUKOB, y>Ke ObLI COCIaH
B bepe3os, u coobpakeHue Asekces IleTpoBrya
3aHs10 6bLI0 Arpadeny IlerpoBHy. Ho Ilamikos
u3 [leTepbypra coBeToBaJ ObITH OCTOPOKHEM.

"OTBa’KHO HU B KaKoe BCTYIIaTh He U3BOJIbTE,
II0Ka BpeMs IIOKa)keT CIIOKOMHOe, — IIHCaJl
O0H. — MoskeT, bor X0Th OZHOIO He OCTaBUT KOM-
naHuM Halrei. CKOJIBKO Mep3KOHN KJIeoType HU
HUCKaTh cebe 3alUIleHUs II0 CBOUM XY/JbIM [ie-
JlaM, TOJIBKO KM cebd He MOXKHO HHKaK 3a-



KPEBITB".

Moy "Meps3KOW KJIEOTYpPOK" II0APasyMeBa-
Jauck OcTepMaH U ero IpUATesb U IIOMOITHUK
JleBeHBOJIBL. OCTEepMaH, IIOUTH IJIaBHBIY BUHOB-
HUK CCBUIKM MEHINMKOBA, IIOJYYMJI OOJIBIIYIO
CWJIy U 3HAUeHHe IIpU MOJIOJOM HMIIepaTope.
BecbMa ecTeCcTBEHHO, OH He MOT >KeJjIaTh BO3B]a-
IIeHUs U3 CChIKU TaKUX, ellle HelaBHO IIPUOJIN-
JKeHHBIX K IleTpy AJieKceeBHYy JIIOZeH, Kak
MaspuH U ero apy3bd. Ho OcTepMaH KasaJycsd He
OIlaCeH, WJIM 110 KpaiiHer Mepe He TakK CTpallleH,
KaK MeHIITUKOB. BoJIKOHCKasg BU/ies1a 3TO U II0TO-
MY, YABOUB OCTOPO>KHOCTD, CTajia O60JIbIIIe IIPerK-
Hero «paboTaTh», KAK OHA TOBOPHJIA.

B xoHIe 1728 roga aBOpP CTas cOOHpaThCI B
MoOCKBY Ha KOpPOHAI[HI0. PelllMTe/JbHOE BpeMsd
6JIM3UIIOCH.

Huxkura ®eopoBUY [es1ajicsa ¢ KaXKIbIM THEM
MoJyajiiBee W yrpiomee. OH KakK OYITO IIOKO-
puiica cyabbe U MaxHyJI Ha BCe PYKOIO, He IIpe-
IISITCTBOBAJI JKeHe, HO U He IIoMoTaJI ei. birkaii-
IIIMM ee IIOMOIITHUKOM TeIllephb ObLI ee TBOHPOJ-
HbIN 6paT TasbI3uH, KUBIINN BOJIN3U B CBOEH
IepeBHe /[lejoBe, IIOCBAIEHHBINM ArpadeHoro
IleTpoBHOHI BO BCe ee IIAHBI M UCIIOJIHSIBIIHHI



IJIT «CeCTPHIIbI», KAK OH Has3kIBaJI BOJIKOHCKYIO,
BCe, UTO YTOLHO.

B 1miepBBIX ynciax ¢peBpasisd COCTOSICI TOPIKe-
CTBEHHEBIN BBHe3[ uMIlepaTopa B Mocksy. IleTp
AJlexceeBUY BHJIEJICA CO CBOell 6aOKOM, U IIpHU
9TOM BCTpeue IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIU BeJIMKHE KHSDK-
Hrl Hatanua AnekceeBHa U EnmsaBeTa IleTpoB-
Ha.

Crapyxa mapuiia EBIOKMS IIpM BHAE BHYKA
CTajla IIaKkaTb, OOHUMATh ero, YUTaTb eMy Ha-
CTaBJIeHUs U BBHITOBApHUBAaThb 3a €ro CBOOOJHYIO
’KU3Hb U 3a JpY>KOYy ¢ [l0JITOPYKOBBIMHY, U3 KOTO-
pBIX oguH, MBaH, ObLI CaMbIM OJIM3KUM 4YeJioBe-
KOM K MMIIEpPATOPy M IIOCTOAHHBIM YVYaCTHUKOM
ero Becesibsd. CBHUIaHUe BBIILIO CYXUM, U IIPU-
CyTCTBYIOII[ME BHAeJHU, 4TO lleTp AJieKceeBUY
yexaJs oT 6a6KH, II0-BUJUMOMY He CKOPO cobupa-
SICh BEPHYTHCA K Hell. K cebe OH He I103BaJI ee.

[l BCceX CTaJIo SICHO, YTO TOCyJapblHg-0a6Ka
4UTO pacCUMTHIBAJIN Ha Hee, OIIHOJIUCHL B CBOUX
pacuerax.

J1711 BOJIKOHCKOM U ee Ipy3el 3TO OBLII0 60JIb-
III0X0 HEIIPUATHOCTHIO.

Ho xak moctpapgasiiyie oT MeHINIUKOBa, OHU



BCe-TaKHM HaJesa/IMChb, YTO IOCyAaph, II0 THEBY
CBOEMY Ha CBeTJIEHIIIero, JIeTKO MOXKeT BCIIOM-
HUTH [P0 HUX. 1 IeMCTBUTEJILHO, BEpHBIe JIIIU
yKe coobmany, yto Iletp II HecKoJBLKO pas co
BpeMeHHU Iiepee3fa B MOCKBY OIIITL 3arOBapH-
BaJ 0 HuUX. HaTanbsg AJleKceeBHa CIIpalllnBajia
npo Arpadeny IleTpoBHY. Haze)Xta cHoBa 3aro-
paJace.

Tak B IIOCTOIHHOM TpeBOre IIPOILIIN BeCh
¢eBpasb U mMapT. To cyacThe Kasaloch 6JIM3KO,
U Iejb 4YyTh He ObLIa JOCTUTHYTa, TO OIIATh
HeCKOJIbKO HeJlesJIb II0JIHOM HEeU3BeCTHOCTH, CO-
MHEHHU U HepeIlnuTeJIbLHOIO I10JI0KeHus. OcTep-
MaH, BHIUMO, BHUMATEJBLHO CJIeSUJI 38 CBOUM
BOCIIUTaHHUKOM.

HaxoHeIr kK Maro MecsIly HaZleKIbl OIIATE I10]-
HAIUCh. Tellephb y>Ke 110 BCe MOCKBe TOBOPUIIY,
YTO MMIIEPATOP IIPSIMO >KeJlal BEPHYTH IIpesKHe-
T'0 CBOEro HacTaBHMKa MaBpHHa U ero Jpy3eu.



v
YEM KOHYUTCH

BTO OBLJIO CeIbMOe Masi — [ieHb, ITaMATHBIH 11
KHs1351 HUKHUTEI Ha BCIO )KHU3Hb.

OH BCTaJI B 3TOT [IeHb, KaK 0OBIKHOBEHHO, pa-
HO M OTIPaBHJICA Ha IIOCTPOMKY, K KOTOPOH
TOJIBKO YTO IIPUCTYIIUJI I10CJIe 3SUMHETO IIepephl-
Ba.

HoBBI#1 JOM CTPOMJICA B IIOPSAOYHOM OT CTa-
POT0 pacCTOSIHUM, Ha KPaCMBOM MeCTe, Ha CaMOM
Oepery pekH, y pPOIIM, B KOTOPOM IIpeJIIoJIara-
JIOCh PasbuTh mapkK M caf. ITOT 0M, OOJIBIIOH,
OJHO3Ta’KHBIM, Ha KaMeHHOM (QyHaMeHTe, OBbLI
BUepHe IIOYTH TOTOB ellle B IIPOIIOM TOAYy H
OCTaBJIeH Ha 3UMY C 3aKOJIOUeHHBIMU OTBEPCTH-
SIMH 11 OKOH. Kprliia 6bla yKe IOTOBa; OCTa-
BaJIOCh BCTaBUThL PaMbl, HACTJIATh IIOJBL U Ce-
JIaTh TE€COBYI0 OOIIIMBKY.

Huxkura $efopoBHUY, C 0TBECOM M MEpPOI0 B
pyKax, XOQWJI II0 XPYCTeBIIUM IIO[, er0 HOIaMH,
YepHBIM OT BpPeMeHH, IIPOILUIOTOAHUM IIelIKaM
U CTPY>KKaM M paclopsKaicsd YPOKaMHU ILIOTHH-
KaM Ha CerofHAIIHUN [IeHb. B Opyrom KoHIle



JlaBpeHTUH CUUTal TOJBLKO UTO IIPUBE3EHHLIE
IyOOBBIE TOCKHU.

— A 1re X PUIMIIKA MEHBIION? — CIIPOCHUJT
BOJIKOHCKHUH, OIVIAABIBAsCH KPYTrOM U UIIA IJIasa-
MU PUIHIIKY, KOTOPOIO OH 3HAJI 38 XOPOIIIETo pa-
OOTHHUKA.

— QUINUIIKA-TO? — IIePecIIPpoCU/I CTOSBIIUNA
PSALOM MYXKUK, TOKUIABIIWKWCA YPOKa, U IIOTY-
TIUJICS.

— Hy n1a, ero KJIMKHYTH Ha0!

— OuInIKa-a! — IIPOTSOKHO, JIEHHUBO 3aKpH-
YajJ KTO-TO, ¥ POIja 0TO3BaJach 3XOM Ha 3TOT
KpHK.

Kua3s HukuTa KOHYMI YPOKU, HO PMIHUIIKa
He SIBJIJICH.

— OMIUIIKY 3BaJIHU? — CIIPOCUI JIaBpeHTHY,
noxxonsa K Hukurte ®enopoBUuy. — IX, HEXOPO-
mo! Bexpb y6er, moxkanyd! MHOTO y Hac Hapoza
YXOOUT! — IIpOoJoJDKaJd OH, IIOHU3UB TI0JIOC, KO-
Ia OHU OTOLILIU OT MY>KHUKOB. — Bce 3TH IBOpO-
Bble COMBAIOT C TosIKa. [IoHaBe3/Ik UX Tellepb U3
[Tutepbypxa.

Hukura ®enopoBHY OIYCTHUJICA Ha CBaJIeH-
HOe Ha TpaBe OpeBHO.

— Hy, u bor ¢ HUMH! — IIPOTOBOPHUJI OH. —



IIycTh UX 6eryT, ecIk y Hac He HpaBUTCA. UTO XK,
ecJIM He XOpOIIo y MeHs, IIYCTh HIIYT, IJe JIy4-
1re.

— A 00BABKYy OBl IIOJaThH CJIEL0BAJIO, — IIO-
UTUTEJIbHO, OY/ITO paccy>Kzaas caM C co06010 U He
CMes [aBaTb OapHUHY COBeTHI, CKasasl JlaBpeH-
THUU.

Kua3p HukuTa caesasl BUM, YTO HE CJIBIIIUT
ero cjoB. OH paccessHHO CMOTpeJI IIpef CO600 U
COBEPIIIEHHO PAaBHOAYIIHO IIEPEBOLUI B30PEI C
IIOCTPOMKH, KOTOpasi, BUAMMO, HUUYTh He 3aHU-
MaJjia ero, Ha peKy ¥ Ha MY>KHUKOB, 3aCTy4aBIIIUX
y>Ke TormopamMu. HakoHeIl OH B3IVIAHYJI 1 Ha Jlas-
peHTH.

"VIUBUTEJILHO, KaK IIPUPOJA UesioBeKa IBOM-
CTBEHHAa, — II0AyMaJl OH, — JAyIlla K TeJIO... BCIO-
Iy pyita U Tesno! Bems BOT JlaBpeHTHIT MHOroe
IIOHUMaeT, a COBeTyeT O00BSABKY II0JaTh. YIAUBU-
TeJILHO... IYIIa U TeJIo".

— /Jla, Tak 4YTO >K THl TOBOPHUIIL? — CIIPOCHUJI
BOJIKOHCKUI.

— 41 roBOpIO, UTO IBOPOBEIE HAPOJ, IIOPTAT! —
OTBeTHJI JlaBpeHTHM, IIOHAB, YTO CJI0BA €r0 Ha-
cueT 0OBSABKU OBLIM COBCEM He K MecTy. — BoT
OHaMeJTHUCH JJo6psAHCKUM, uTo U3 [IuTepbypxa ¢



HaMU IIpHUexasl, yIlleJ COBCeM U 3aileBa COWII C
co6010.

— Kakoii 3To 3aiireB? — cOpocua KHg3b Hu-
KUTa.

— IIpormoiinia 6bLI! — KOPOTKO, KaK TOBOPSAT
IIPO CKOHYABIIIHUXCA yKe, CKa3aJsl JIaBpeHTHIA.

— A JIoOpsIHCKHAM?

JlaBpeHTUH, BUAUMO, 3aTPYLHUIICI OTBETOM
U HaKOHeI[ KOPOTKO OTBETHUL:

— U3 [utepb6ypxa.

Hukurta ®eopoBUY CTaJI HPUIIOMUHATE. J[06-
PSAHCKUM OBLI TOT CAMBIN YeJIOBeK, KOTOPBIX TO-
I7a IBUJICSI U IIpUCTaBasl B3dITh ero K cebe. Ilo-
ToM Hukurta ®ejopoBUY BH/EJI €T0 JIUI0 B TOJI-
Ile, BO BpeMs KasHU /leBbepa. OH >Xe U IIpUHeC
ero JJOMOM, KOrfja eMy TaM CZeJIaIoCh AYPHO.

JTO BOCIIOMHHaHHe OBLIO 60JIe3HEHHO
HenpuaTHO. KHa3p HUKMTa B3APOTHYJ BCEM Te-
JIOM, TOYHO BJPYT IIaXHyJI Ha HEro CBIPOM, XO-
JIOIHBIN BO3ayX. O6pas JJo6psIHCKOIO CTOSLI IIpef,
€ro IJIa3aMu, KaK >KHBOM.

— Hy, bor ¢ HUMHU! — o11aTh IporoBopus Hu-
KuTa Pe[OpOBUY U BCTAJL

CTpaHHOe [1eJ10 — eMy HeCKOJILKO pas IIPUXO-
OUJIOCH 3aMeydaThb, YTO KaK TOJIbKO UTO BOCIIOMU-



HaHHe BOCKpecasIo y Hero B IoJIOBe, BCerja 3a
HHUM CJIe[[0BAJI0 KaKoe-HUOYIb HecuacThe.

"Hy, 4T0 3a B370p! — IOIIpo60BaJjI OH YCIIOKO-
UTH cebs. — UTOo MOXKeT CIIyYUThCA?"

Ho Huxwura ®emopoBHY UYYBCTBOBAaJ, UYTO
cepjlie ero 6eCIIOKOMHO, HeyAep>KUMO 3a0HJI0Ch,
U IIpeuyyBCTBHe HeL00pOro, HUKOIZA He ob6Ma-
HBIBaBIIIee ero /10 CHX II0p, CXKaIo eMy IpyAb. OH
KaK-TO HeBOJIbHO, II0YTH 6ecco3HaTeIbHO 00ep-
HyJICA B K y»Kacy CBOeMY YBHJeJI, YTO He 06Ma-
HYJICS U TeIlepkb.

"Tak ¥ eCcTb!" — MeJIEKHYJIO ¥ HeTO.

IIo mpoTONTaHHOM K IIOCTPOMKE TPOIIMHKE
Oe’xaJl, ceMeHs CBOMMH O0CBHIMU HOTaMH, MaJlb-
YHUIIKa AKyJIbKa C HCIYTaHHO BBIKATHBIIHNMHUCSI
IJ1a3aMU 4 6J1eJHBIN, KaK II0JIOTHO.

BOJIKOHCKHUM 38KMYPHJICA U IIOLHSI PYKH K
Jany. OH IIOHSL, YTO HecyacThbe 6JIM3KO0, YTO OHO
y>Ke TyT, W, HeCMOTPS Ha BCI0O €r0 HeOKHJaH-
HOCTB, eMy y>Ke Ka3aIoCh, YTO OH JaBHO 3HAaeT 0
HEeMHMHYEMOCTH 3TOI0 HeC4acThd M JaBHO JKIeT
€ero.

AxynbKa mojberkan K JIaBpeHTHIO M, 3allbl-
XaBIIHCh, HAIIPACHO CHUJISICH IIePeJOXHYTh, OTPEI-
BHCTO 3arOBOPHIL:



— /lAleHbKa... TaM Ha 6apCKHH JBOP COJILATHI
IpHexaJy, C HabOJIbIIUM, U TOBOPIT — BCEX 3a-
obupats OyxayT.. Ko 4TO — 51 B Jlecy CXOpo-
HIOCh, & HY>KHO 0y/1leT — CBUCTHHUTe!

H, enBa moroBopuB, AKy/JIbKa CHOBA IIYCTHJICI
6erom I10 HaIIpaBJIEHUIO Jieca.

"CosimaThl!" — MOT pacciablaTh TOJIBKO Hu-
KuTta denopoBUY U, He IIOMHS y>Ke HUYEro, KU-
HYJICA [JOMOM.

OT IIOCTPOMKH 10 oMa GBIIO JOBOJIBHO Jajle-
KO U, KOI/la HaKOHeI] OH OYyTHWJICI B BOpPOTaX,
BCSI KPOBb IIPUXJIBIHYJIA K €r0 CepAlly, U OH efjBa
He ymaJl.

YV KphLIblia CTOsJIa TeJjlera C COJILaToOM, IIOMe-
IIABIIMMCS PSIZOM C AMINUKOM. C3agu OBLIO
IIBOE BEPXOBBIX.

Hapop ¢ y>kacoM, U € JIFI060IIBITCTBOM TOJIITHII-
¢ BOKpyT. babrl rosocuiau. I1o Ty CTOPOHY TeJle-
I'Y, Ha KpbUIbIle OTBOPUJIACH /IBePb, U Ha I10pore
rokasasach ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa.

OHa 6plJIa B CBOEM YTPeHHeM 06eJIoM IIIeJIKO-
BOM KaIloTe, KOTOPBIM Bcerja O4YeHb HpaBUJICA
Huxkute ®emopoBudy, U NOpHAep>KUBaIa €ero
060pKy Ha Ipy[H JIEBOK PYKOM; 3a APYIYIO BeJl
ee oQuIlEP, OTBEPHYBIINUCH U He IIgAd. KHAruHA



la IIOKOPHO, THUXO OIIYyCTHUB CBO€ HEIIOJBUXK-
HOe, COBCEM IIOMepTBeJoe JIMI0, U TOJBKO ee
KpacuBble, Cyxue Ijla3a 6eraju M3 CTOPOHBI B
CTOPOHY.

/lBepb Ha KPBLUIbIlE CHOBA OTBOPUJIACH: HCILY-
raHHag Posa BrI6erkasia ¢ 60JIbIIION HIAIBI0 B PY-
KaX ¥ HaKHUHyJIa ee Ha Arpa¢eHy [leTpoBHY.

Bce 3TO OBLIO OJMH MMI, OfHA ceKyHpa. He
ycriesn Hukura PefopoBUY OGPOCUTBCA K JKEHE,
Kak ee y)Ke II0CafiMiM B Tesery. Odurep Toxxe
BCKOYMJI TyZa, U SMIIUK, [IOBEPHYB 3aTOIITaB-
IIUX C MecTa JIollafed, 3aKpuyajl PacCTyIIUB-
L1eicd TOJIIIe:

— Bbeperucs!

BOJIKOHCKHUI B UCCTYILJIEHHUH yrKaca, He IIOM-
HA cebg, OpocHiCca IIOf JIOIIaZeM U, KarkeTcsd,
CXBaTWJI OFHY M3 HUX 34 MOPAY, HO YbS-TO CUJIb-
Has pyKa OCTaHOBUJIA €TO0.

B 9T0 BpeMs O0TKyJa-To CO0KY, M3-3a foMa, Oe-
’KaJ1 MuI1la, BCXJIUIIBIBAas, U KpHUYaJsl YTo-TO.

Arpadena IleTpoBHaA BIpPYyr 3aMaxaja pyKa-
MH, HO TeJIera, He 0CTaHaBJIUBAasACh, IIOBEPHYJIA B
BOpoOTA.

Hukura ®emopoBHUY CHUIBLHO OTIAEPHYJ [ep-
7KaBIIIYIO0 €r0 PYKY, ¥ TOUHO HEBUIUMOU HUTHIO



IIPUBSI3aHHBIN K TeJiere, I1o6eskasl 3a Hel. 3aueM
OH JleJ1ajl 3TO U YeM H KOMY MOT IIOMOYb 3THM,
OH He CO3HaBaJl, Jla ¥ BpeMs JIX ObLJIO CO3HABaTh
4T0-HUOYAb! OH 6erkasl, He YyBCTBYs, KaK 60JIb-
LIIMMH, Pa3MAaIllMCTHIMHU IIaraMH JBUTAIHCH €ro
HOTH, KaK pasBeBaJIMCh II0 BEeTPY €ro BOJIOCHI, U
IPyAb TSDKeJIO [BIIIajia; HO CBOe XPHUILIOe JbIXa-
HHe OH CJIBIIIAJI, He IIOHMMas OJHAaKO0, YTO 3TO
XPHUIIUT OH caM. TOYHO psaoM 6exkasl JPyTroH de-
JIOBEK, KOTOPBIM XpHIIesI TakK. IoJDKHO 6BITh, POT
ero OblJI OTKPBIT, IIOTOMY YTO TyZia HabuBaJach
IIBIIb. B pyKax 4ToO-TO Mellraso. 3TO ObLIa IIaJ-
Ka. OH 6pocur majky. ['osi0Be OBLIO TSXKeI0 —
OH CKHUHYyJ 1urAny. Tejlera To yAaasaaack, TO ObI-
Jla GJ1vKe, HO KHs3b He MOT JJOTHATh ee.
Arpadena IleTpoBHa MeTasiacb TaM, HECKOJIb-
KO pas JeJiasd ABHKEeHHEe BBICKOUUTE, HO KayK/IbIN
pas odpuIep yAepKUBaJl ee, U I10CJIe 3TOTO JIOIIA-
IY CKaKaJu Iub4e. YacTo TOXKe CLeIIUBIIIHECS
pyku ArpadeHsl [IeTpOBHBI I10ABIMAJINChH, TOYHO
OHa XOoTeJIa cIoMaTh UX. HukuTa ®eopoBUY BU-
ZieJI, YTO OHa CTpajaeT, MydaeTcs, PBeTCS 00JIb-
mre ero. Ho o6epHysiach OHa TOJIBKO Pas: BHU/HU-
MO, OHa [JO0JII0 cobHpajiack C CHJIAMH CZesaTh
3T0. OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO OH eIlje TYT, II03a/H,



6e’XHUT; HO IIOCMOTPeTh Ha Hero, HecuyacTHOTO,
MHJIOTO, OHA Bce He MoIJa. M BOT, HAKOHeIl, OHa
KaK-TO BCeM KOPIIyCOM IIepeKHHyJach Hasaj, U
ee JIMII0 MeJIbKHYJIO IIpes HUM. [IoToM BIpyT ee
PYKH 6eCCHUIBHO OIyCTHUJ/IMCH U I'0JIOBA IIOBUCIIA;
U B 3TOM OBLJIO YTO-TO y>Ke 3HaKOMOe, IeBbepOB-
CKOe, >KaJKoe, meTckoe. OHa JIMIIIKWIACh YyBCTB
WU yMepJia.

"VMepia!" — KaK MOJIOTOM, yAapuiaio HUKUTY
demopoBUya.

OH BAPYT IIPUOCTAHOBUJICI U TOJBKO Tellepb
3aMeTHJI, KaK: CKOpO exaJia yAaBJIABIIAsCA IIpef
ero IJIa3aMH TeJIera.

— YTO0 X 4?7 — IPOTOBOPHJ OH U 3aKPHUYaJI
noyeMmy-to: — Ilycture! — U cHOBa XoTes OGe-
’KaTb, HO HOTH ero OBLIM yyKe: TsDKesbl, Kak
CBHUHIIOBEIE, U IIOMUMO €TI0 BOJIU OTIIATHYJIU ero
B CTOPOHY.

[Tog HoraMu ero 6mLIa TpaBa, OH 3allelIHJICS
3a KOUKY U yIIaJl.

XoJI0HOE, CBIpOe IIPUKOCHOBEHME 3€MJIH Obl-
JIO IIPUATHO KHA310. Co3HaHWeE OY[ATO IIPOSICHU-
JIOCh, HO 3TO OBLJIO JIMIIB JAJIS1 TOIO, YTOOBI OH MOT
ellle ocsg3aTesIbHee II0YYBCTBOBATEH CBOI0 MYKY.

"VBe3ny, «ee» yBesau!.. be3ab0KHUKY, KU3Hb



Mmoro yBessiu!l.. Kyga? 3auemM?... KoMy oHa MeIra-
JIa 1 KOMY OHa cZeJjajia uTo?" — Tep3asica HUKu-
Ta PegopoBUUY.

OH J1exas1 HUYKOM, GHJICSA O 3€eMJII0 T'0JIOBOIO,
Iaparaj pyKaMH 3eMJII0 U CKPHIIes YeII0CTIMU.
[Ilexu ero HeyAep>XKUMO IPBITaIH, POT CBOJUIICA
B CTOPOHY, U BCe TeJIO CYLOPO’KHO B3/IparuBajlo.

— A BOT ellle... a BOT ele! — co 3706010,
CKBO3b CKpHIIEBIIIHE 3yOBI, C OellleHbIM 3JI0paj:-
CTBOM IIpHUTOBapuBaJl KHA3b HUKUTA, U TeJIo ero
Zleprasiocb HOBBIMHU CYZOPOraMH.

Cires He 6BLIO y Hero. PrigaHue, OJHO Cyxoe
phigaHMe OCTaHOBUJIOCH B TOpJIe U He MOIJIO BEI-
pBaThCA.

Tak JiexalyM y TOpOrd HalUIX ero JlaBpeH-
TUH CO CIIyTaMMU.

Ero momHsIN, IIOJIOKUIN B KOJACKY U IIOBES-
JIX IOMOIA.

HascTpeuy uM 1omajics Apyrox oduiiep, To-
’Ke C KOHBOeM, pa3sobpaBIIUN IIepelucKy Arpa-
¢eHb!I [IeTPOBHBI U YBO3UBILMMI Telleph ee IIHCh-
Ma. Kuase HUKHUTa He y3HasI ¥ He IIOHSJI, YTO 3TO
OBbLI 3a UeJI0BEK.

JloMa ero OTHeCJH NIPAMO B ero KOMHAaTYy,
IIPUBEJIEHHYI0 B 0eCIOps 0K XO03MHUYaBIINM



TYT 0QUIIEpPOM.

Hukura ®eopoBUY He IOTEPSLI CIIOCOOHOCTH
IBUTAThCd. Ero Imocajuyii — OH CeJ; eMy JaJId
BOJIbl — OH BBINWI. HO TOJIBKO IIPOM3BOJIBHO OH
KaK-TO He MOT UJIM He X0TeJI IBUHYTh HU PYKOIO,
HU HOTOK. OH CMOTpeJI IIPSIMO IIpe] C06010 HeIlo-
IBIDKHBIMU TJIa3aMH, a KOTJa eMy HY>KHO ObLIO
IIOTJISIIeTh B CTOPOHY, OH He IIepeBOIMII Tya Of-
HUX TOJIBKO IJIa3, HO II0BOPAaYMBajl BCH T'OJIOBY,
IJ1a3a ’Ke OCTaBaJIUCh II0-IIPeKHEMY HeIIO[BIIK-
HEL.

JlaBpeHTHUU IIpUHeC €My BMEeCTO €ro 3allbl-
JIEHHOTO, 3arpA3HeHHOr0, UCTEP3aHHOTO ILIaThd
YHCTHIA NUIaQPOK U TyPJIM BMECTO UCIIaYaHHBIX
OaIlIMaKOB.

XOTeJI CKa3aTh KH493b HUKUTA, II0TOMY 4TO B_C_e
yoKe Tellepb KOHUYUJIOCH IS HETO.

Ho BMecCTO TOTO UTOOBI IIPOM3HECTHU ITH CJIO-
Ba, OH U3JjaJI JIUIIb HesICHOe MblYaHUe, BOOOpa-
’Kasi, OMHAKO, UYTO BCe-TaKH CKa3aJj TO, UTO XOTeJI,
U Jake MaxHYJ PYKOI0, XOTSI BMECTO BCSIKOTO
IPYTOro ABHOKEHUS TOJILKO II[eKH y Hero OIITh
3amphIrajv U POT CKPUBUJICSL.

JlaBpeHTUN, BHASI ero 0OeCIIOKOMCTBO, IIO-



CIIEIITHO OTOIIeJI IIPOYb CO IIIAPPOKOM U Ty HJIs-
MH.

BOJIKOHCKHUI He 3HaJI, CKOJIBKO BpeMEeHH IIPO-
IIUI0 C TeX II0P, KaK ero I0CaJHIH TaK; BpeMsa
IJIs Her0 OCTaHOBHJIOCh. EMy Kas3aIoch, YTO OH
BCe ellle 0e)KUT 3a TeJIerol0 U BULUT 6JIeCTALLINHA
Ha COJIHIIe II1esIK 6es10i oferxbl ArpadeHsl IleT-
POBHEL OH pacKphLI POT, YTOOBI eMy Jierde ObLIO0
beXxarTs.

He oTxopguBINMiI 0T Hero JIaBpeHTHH IIOZY-
MaJI, YTO OH XOYeT IIUTh, U IIOJHEeC eMy OIIATH
Boxbl. Brpouem, Hukurta ®enopoBUY [eICTBU-
TeJILHO XOTeJI IIUTh U C YA0BOJILCTBHEM CZeJIall
HEeCKOJIbKO OOJIBIIIMX IJIOTKOB. 3TO OCBEXXHJIIO
ero. JIJaBpeHTHH [Jorafajicd HaMOYUTL eMy T0JIO-
BY.

Kuasp Hukura BCTasl, YEUBJIEHHO II0CMOTPEJI
Ha JIaBpeHTHs U BJAPYT, ClleJlaB HECKOJIbKO IIa-
T'OB, CeJI Ha II0JI, U eMy CTaJIO JIeTYe.

OH yBHJIeJI CBOI0O KOMHATY U BCe IIpeIMeTEl B
HeH CHHU3Y, 10/, TAKUM YIJIOM, I10J, KAKMM HHKO-
I7la He BUJAJ HUX, M 9Ta pasHHUIlA IIPOH3BOAMIIA
CBOEro pofia BlleyaT/eHue, pasbuBaja BOCIIOMU-
HaHue. KoOMHaTa Kasajlacb ropasmo-ropasfo BBI-
1re, yeM ObLjIa B [eHAICTBUTEIBHOCTH, II0TOJIOK He



TaK JaBWJI, ¥ BO3/lyXa CJIOBHO CTaJIO OOJIBbIIIE.

JlaBpeHTHUH, C HCIIyTOM BCIUIECHYB PyKaMH,
OCTaHOBHWJICA U CMOTpeJI Ha CBOET0 "KHASUHBLKY".

— A e Mumma? — BApPYT IIeBYYHM T0JIOCOM
IIPOTAHYJ KHA3bL HUKHWTaA, U 9Ta IIeBy4YeCThb COO-
CTBEHHOI'0 I0JI0OCa €My OYeHb IIOHPaBHJIACh; EMY
3aX0TeJIOCh ellfe pas yCabIXaTh ee.

"UTo K, eCJI 3aIl0r0, eCJIM 3TO TaK Hamo?" —
IIoLyMaJI OH M He TO 3alles, He TO CHOBA IIPOTH-
HYJI, KaK-TO pasiesbHO:

— C0-0 CBS-THIMH YIIOKO-O...

JlaBpeHTHUH 3aKpBLI JIUI0 PyKaMH, 3apblfal
U BbIOe’KaJsl U3 KOMHAaTHL.

3a aBepsaAMH, IIPIPKABIIHCE B YIOJI, cHjesa Po-
3a.

— Posa KapJsioBHa, IoguTe Tyza, — CKasasl e
JlaBpeHTHUH, IIOKashkIBasg IOJIOBOM Ha IBepb K
KHA310 HuKHTe, — MOYHU MoOel, HeT... He MOTIY...
He MOTY, cepAlie Ha KYCKH PacXOIUTCH...

Po3sa oTpuriaTesbHO I10Kayasia roJI0BOM.

— Ecjiu Hy’KHO, g TYT, — OTBeTHJIa OHa, — A
BCe CZieJIaeT, g I TOro TYT; a Kak ke g ITOMUAeT
TYy/[a, K TOCIIOSUHY KHA3I0?

JlaBpeHTUU MaxXHyJI pyKOM Ha Hee.

Muima ¢ caMoro yrpa IporaJ B cymaroxe. Ko-



I7ia ero XBaTHJIMCh U CTaIk UCKATh, er0 HUITIe He
6bL10. HaKOHeI] ero HaIlJIM y PeKH, I7le OH CHUJel
Ha Gepery 6e3 IIaIKH.

— baTroiika Kau4yeT Bac, — CKasaJ eMy Ha-
LIeIIUHN ero U 00paZjoBaHHBIN 9TUM YeJIOBEK.

— AX, pa! baTromka! — BCKpUKHYJI BAPYT Mu-
11a ¥ I106e’KaJl K OTILy.

Hukura ®efopoBUY BCe IIO-IIPEKHEMY CHJeJ
Ha II0JIy, CKOPYMB HOTH, 0OHAB KOJIeHa U OIIHpa-
SCh Ha HUX I0I00POJKOM, KOTZa BOIIesl K HEMY
cbIH. OH [I0JIT0 MOJIYa CMOTpeJI Ha Hero, BIIOJIHE
IIOHUMas YTO 3TO — ero ChIH, ero Muia, KOTopo-
IO OH JIIOOUT, HO HUKAKOI0 YyBCTBA K HeMYy He
HaXO0/iWJI Tellephb B cebe.

— V¥V Bac IIHUBOPOT-HABBIBOPOT! — BIPYI CTa-
paTesbHO IIPOU3HEC OH, 06paIasiCh K ChIHY U I10-
Ka3bIBasl Ha OJHY U3 IIyTOBHUI] €r0 KaM30JIbYHKa,
KOTOpad eHCTBUTEILHO ObljIa IlepeBepHyTa.

Kua3p HUKHTa OTJIMYHO CO3HABAJI, YTO TOBO-
PUT IIOYEMY-TO CBhIHY «BBI», U YTO BOOOIIe €ro
C/I0Ba OBLIM CTPaHHBI X HEYMECTHBI, U UTO OH
MOKeT yzep>KaTbCs, 4TOObI He CKasaTh UX, HO
KaK-TO eMy BOT He XOTeJIOCh YJAepKHUBaThCA, U
OH CKasaJl.

V Muiu 610 TO caMOe pacTepsiHHOe, BUHO-



BaToOe BBIPa)KeHHE, C KOTOPBIM OH IIPHUXOHII
0OBIKHOBEHHO, KOT/la He 3HaJ ypoka. ITocse Toro,
YTO CIIYYHJIOCE YTPOM, €My y>Ke He Ka3aIoCh HH-
4ero CTPaHHBIM, M OH He YAHUBHIICHI, 3a4eM OTeI]
TaK CHZeJI IIpefi HUM Ha II0JIy U 3aueM, oOpallia-
SICh C HUM Ha «BbI», OH TOBOPMJI 0 KaKOM-TO IIyIO-
BuIle. OH AyMaJs TOJBKO O MaTePH H O TOM, UTO
Tellepb MOIJIO OBITH C HEO.

— A uT0, MaMeHbKa He BepHeTCd K Ham? —
CIIPOCHUI OH.

I9TOT BOIIPOC He pas3 y»Ke IpUXoAuI Hukure
de0poBUYY B r0JIOBY B TeUeHHeE 3TOro AHA. OH
BIPYT IIUPOKO OTKPELI IJIa3da U CXBAaTHUJICA 3a IO-
JIOBY.

Mumuia 6bLI IIpaB: BeJjb OHa MOIJIa BEPHYTHCHL.
JTO OBLIO He HEeBO3MOXKHO. HO BOT UTO MOYKHO
OBLJIO CIeJIaTh ellfe: IoeXaTb B MOCKBY U TaM [[0-
OUTHCS ee 0CBOOOKIeHHUSI.

B rojioBe ero 1nosgBujiach TeHb IIPeXKHEM sICHO-
CTH, ¥ OH BJPYT 3aTOPOIIHJICS U 3aBUTaJICA.

JlaBpeHTHH He MOT IIOHATH, Yero oH uiuer. C
9TOM MHMHYTHI B roJjioBe HHKUTHEI PemopoBHYA
YIIOPHO 3aceJia OJHa TOJIbKO MBICJIbL — YTO ATpa-
¢eHyIIIKa MOXKeT BepHYThCAd. OH MCKaJl IILJIAILY,
4TOOBI UATH HaBCTpeuy >keHe. OH 3a0bLI, YTO



nuIAla OblIa IIOTepsiHa YTPOM, U, He Haulgd ee,
BBIIIIEeJI Ha JBOP C HEIIOKPLITOXO I'0JIOBOIO.

OH mpoliles K BOPOTaM [0BOJIbHO 60p0 U ceJl
Ha IIPUIaKEeHHYI0 K HUM CKaMeeuKy, ¢ KOTOpOoi
BUJiHAa ObLIa 1aJIEKO I0pora.

CoJiHIle y>Ke HU3KO CIIyCTUJIOCH Ha Hebe. OT
JlepeBbeB U CTPOEHUM Jierjla [IJIMHHAas, Kocasd
TeHb. Brasniu Ha opore, CKphIBaBILIENCA B JIECY,
KyZa, He OTphIBasACh, cMoTpesl Hukurta Pemopo-
BUY, CHHeJI yyKe II0JIyIIPO3pauyHbIi BeUepPHUHN TY-
MaH.

W Bapyr B 3TOM ABIMKe TyMaHa 3allleBeJIu-
JIOCh 4TO-TO. HukmTa ®emopoBUY IIpOTep IJIasa.
OHU He oO6MaHBIBAJIU ero — KaKOW-TO IKUIIaXK
IojBUrascs K ycagboe. Jlomanau y>Ke siCHO ObLIN
BUIHEL.

— Bupuinb? — 1okasas KHA3b Hukwura JIaB-
PEHTHIO.

— Jla, — THUXO IIpOU3HeC CTapHK, He CMes BEI-
PasuTh CBOXO PaZOCTh, TaK KaK II0LyMaJl:

"A BAPYT 9T0 — KHATHUHA?"

BOJIKOHCKUIM TaK M BIIMJICA IJIa3aMH B 3TOT
IIPUOJIVDKABIIMMICA 9KUMIAK. ITO Oblla KOJISICKA.
BoT oHa 6immke, 6imoke. Ee 6yOeHUMKHU JTaBHO
yoKe CTaJIM CJ/BIIIHBL, X HaKOHeIl KHA3bL HUKHUTa



YBUIeJI pacTepssHHOe, HO cTapaBlileecsd 3a4eM-TO
yJbI6aThCs, U0 PeneHbKU TasnbidrHa. OH OqUH
CUJiesI B CBOeM KOJIACKE.

Hukura ®efopoBHY BCKOYMJI M, KaK CyMa-
CIIIEeIIIIHH, IT00eKaJI Ha3aa JOMOM, K ce6e B KOM-
HaTy.

TasibI3HAa BCTPeTU JIaBpeHTHI.

— Hy, 4T0 y Bac TyT? — CIIPOCHJI TOCTH C Ta-
KUM BHUJOM, UTO OH yKe 3HaeT, UTO IIeperosioxX
TYT OBLJI, ¥ YTO OH ceiruac "Bce YyCTPOHUT".

—l'ope, 6aTrolIKa-6apuH, OOJIBIIIOE TOpe, —
oTBeTwmJI JlaBpeHTU, rroMoras TasbI3SMHY BBIUTHU
U3 KOJIACKU. — IIpuexanu yTpoM CerogHs...—
HayaJl OH.

— 3Halo, 3Hal0, U y MeHs ObLIU U Bce OyMaru
BBIOpasIy.

— Kakoe Oymaru: TyT He OJHH OyMaru, —
KHATUHIOIIKY B35JIM U TaK, Kak OblIa, YBE3JIU.

TaJIbI3MH pacKpbLI POT, U BCe €ro 0O0HaIe K-
Barolljee BhIpakeHUe IIpOIIaso.

— Kak, KHATUHIOIIKY? — IIePecIpoCUI OH.
JlaBpeHTUU OAPOOHO paccKasas Bce CIIyYUBIIIeE-
ecsd yTPOM.

TaspIsUH CiIyllas, OIIyCTUB B HEMOM OTYasd-
HUU T'0JIOBY U PYKH.



— Hy, a xHa3ps HUKHUTa? — CIIPOCHUJI OH, KOIZa
JlaBpeHTHU KOHYMIIL.

— Jla uTo oH, MoM OaTromika! CJIIOBHO IUTS
Masioe youBaeTcs, 6e3 ymMa coBceM. Bech 1eHb y
cebs Ha 1oy cupes. IIoToM BOT Ha JOPOTY BHI-
1IeJI, 1a Bac yBUJeJ U CHOBA K cebe yober. C suna
3a JleHb TaK U3MEHWJICH, YTO He y3HaTh... U He
rtaveT! XoTs GBI CJIESUHKY YPOHUIL...

TasIbI3UH II0I1eJI K BOIKOHCKOMY.

Hukura ®enopoBUY CHfes OIATHL Y cebs Ha
II0J1y, HO IIpU BXOje rocTd BcTasl. defeHbKa He
6e3 poOKOI HeJIOBKOCTH II03[0POBAJICI C HUM U
OIJIAZleJI er0 He KaK 4YejIoBeKa, a KaK KaKoe-TO
CJIOBHO MHO€, HEBUJaHHOEe CYIIeCTBO.

Kuasp HuUkuTa JAeUCTUTEIBHO CUJIbHO H3Me-
Hucd. I'y1asa ero 6bLIM IITUPOKO OTKPBITHI, JIUIT0
4yTh I1€PEeKOCUJIO, CKYJIbI BBIJAIUCh, U JIOO MepT-
BEHHO I100JIeJHeJL.

— W 0H Tak ¢ camMoro yrpa? — CIIPpOCHJI TaJIbl-
3UH y JIaBpeHTHUs.

— UYT0 ¢ caMoro yrpa? — 37100HO CcKa3aJl Bou-
KOHCKUH, cABUTrasi OpOBH.

— Het, HuUUero, — HUCIOyraHHO OTBeTHUI Pe-
JleHbKa, KaK OyATO YAUBJIILACH, YTO KHA3b HUKU-
Ta He MOT IIOHATDH €ro CJI0Ba.



— 5 BOT 4TO AyMaro, — BAPYT OBICTPO 3ar0BO-
pui1 Huxuta ®emopoBH4Y, IJIOTasg CJI0OBA U He
OKaHUYMBAasg UX:- KaK XOTUTE, a BBl JOJKHEBI UTO-
HUOYy[b chesiaTh HaM. Tak cugeTh Hesb3s. OHa
MOJKeT BepPHYThCS, U MBI JOJDKHBI IIOMOYL Bep-
HYTBLCA. BBl KaK XOTUTeE, a I PeIII y>Ke, UTO ey
3aBTpa B MOCKBY.

OH rosopua 6e3 IpPUABIXaHUSI U OCTAHOBOK,
POBHO, He IIOHIKAsA U He IIOBBIIIAsA IrojI0ca, Kak
OyZATO TOBOPUII BCe OAHY U Ty >Ke ¢pasy.

TaJIBI3HH IIOMOJIYaJI.

— CJIBIIIUIIL? — 06epHYJICA OH K JIaBpeHTUI0
LIIEIIOTOM, HO He CTeCHSSACh, OJHAKO, IIPUCYT-
crBueM Hukutel ®PemopoBuya:- XoueT B MOCKBY
exaThb. Heslb3s IIyCKaTh: MOKeT U cebe, U JPYyTUM
0emx HaJesaTh.

C stuMu cioBaMu TajBI3SUH IIOBEPHYJICA K
IBEpH.

— S TOCMOTPIO, KTO He IIyCTUT MeHs! — IpPoM-
KO KpPUKHYJI eMy Bcjel BOJIIKOHCKUY, yoapUB II0
CTOJIy KYJIaKOM.

TaJIBISHH 0CTAJICA Ha HOYb.

KHa3r HukuTe IpUHECIH I10CTeJIb B €r0 KOM-
HaTy. OH BeJieJI IIOCTJIAThH ee Ha II0JIy U JIeT, He
paspgeBaschb. JIABpeHTHM OCTaJyICsI Y HEr0 B KOM-



HaTe, HO Hukura ®eqopoBUY IIPOTHAJ €ro. JIaB-
PEHTHI CeJI 3a JBEPIMH.

"UM Ka)keTcCs, UTO S1— CyMacCIIe[IIUHi, 4YTo
s colllesI ¢ yMa! — rogymasl BoJIKOHCKHM, 0CTaB-
IIMCh OJUH, U YJIBIOHYJICSI 3TOM MBICIH. — 'OCIIO-
ou! /la Beb CyMacIIeflre HUYero He IIOHHMaA-
I0T, a 1 BCe MOI'Y CO0OpasuTh, BCe BMIKY U UYB-
CTBYIO, 1 My4aroch".

OH IOJHSJI T0JIOBY U, 0GJIOKOTHUBIIIKUCEH Ha PY-
Ky, JIexKa CTal CMOTPeTh IIpef; Co6010.

EMy BCIIOMHHJIOCH ILIIMPOKOe II0JIe C y6eras-
IIIe}0 BJa/Ib JOPOrO0, HO He TaKoe, KaK OBLIO Ce-
TOAHA IIpeJ ero IjIasaMu, M Ha Jopore BCaJHUKY,
U OHa, ero OyAyIad KeHa, B KpaCHOM HaKHUJKe U
3eJIEHOM ILIaThe, IIOTOM OXO0Ta, CKaukKa B JIECY,
CTapBIX 3aMOK M UEepPHBIY TOKTOP C ero IpezicKa-
3aHueM. M kHA3bp HUKHTA BCIIOMHIJI TOXKE, UTO
BCI0 CBOI0 >XKH3Hb YYHJICI II00eXKHaTh B cebe
UTO XOTeJI OBITH BBIIIEe UX, U BOT CTPAIIIHBINA HC-
KyC OBLJI yoKe IIpef HUM, U OH He 3HaJl, KaK BBHI-
Jep>KUT ero. JIerko Jik CKasaTh: YTO BEIHOCHJI OH,
H YTO eIlfe KAeT ero!..

"A OHU OyMAaroT, UTO S — CyMacCILIemImui!" —
CHOBA YJIBIOHYJICA OH.



brlla y)xe cpefHMHa HOYM, a KHa3b Hukurta
BCe elIle JieyKasl C OTKPBITBIMH IJIa3aMH, He CMBI-
Kas UX HU Ha MUHYTY.

— Hy, mopa! — IIporoBOpII OH U IIOSHSAJICA.

OH THXOHBKO IIPUOTBOPHUI [ABepb. OHa
CKpHITHYyJIa. HUKHTa ®efopoBUY IPHUTAUI IbIXa-
HUe, HO BCe ObLJIIO TUXO. JIaBpeHTHUH CIiaJl Ha CTY-
Jie 3a [BepbI0. BOIKOHCKHM, caM He CJIBIIIa CBO-
UX OBUDKEHUH, KaK TeHb, IIPOIlleJ MUMO Hero. B
cpefHelr KOMHAaTe JIesKaH IIANa U TPOCTh Ta-
JIBI3WHA; KHA3b B3sJI UX, OTKPBLI OKHO M BELIE3
U3 Hero. Terlepb OH OBLJI HAa CBO6OIe.

\'
PA3JTYKA

obpaBIIKCh 0 MockBbl, HukuTa ®eopoBUY

IIpeXxae BCero IiocTapasics OTBICKAThL Bece-
JIOBCKOTI'0, HO 3TO He CKOPO yAaJIoCh eMy. /IHd ue-
pes3 TpH OH HallleJI ero HaKOHeIl 1 y3HaJl, 4To Be-
CeJIOBCKHH "ObLI TOXKe B34T". 3 0CTaJIbHBIX JIPY-
3eMl JKeHbl BOJIKOHCKHUM He 3HaJ, KTO OBLJI B
MOCKBe; U UX HeJIb3d ObLII0 BUJETh.

Hukura ®efopoBUY BCIIOMHUJI 00 AIIpaKCH-
He, KOTOPOI'O OH 3HAJI ellle, Korja TOT ObLI B Pe-



BeJle TeHepas-rybepHaTOPOM.

I'pap Pemop MaTBeeBUU ANpaKCHUH, CIIO-
IOBIDKHUK IIOKOMHOTO uMIlepaTopa Iletpa I, 65611
4JeHOM BepxXOBHOIO COBeTa, CUUTAJICA [LOOPO-
OYLIHEHIINM YeJIOBEKOM M MHOIOMY MOT IIO-
MOYb, ecyii 6 3axoTes. OH OBLI ellle ITOKOMHBIM
HMIIepaTOpOM BO3BeJleH B YHUH reHepaJs-aMHpa-
Jia, Bcerja ObLI Ha BUAY U Tellepb 3aHUMaJl BEI-
Jaroleecs I10JI0’KeHHe, HO IIPH 3TOM HUKOIJA He
HMeJl BparoB M HellpusaTesel. Ero Kak-To Bce
JIIOOMIIHL.

Kua3p Hukura perruicsd IIOUTHU K HeMy. Eirte
JleHb IIPOIIIeJI B PO3BICKAX JOMa, I7ie SKUJI ATIpaK-
CHH.

OH npuiries1 K AIIpaKCHHY IIPIMO C IIapagHo-
ro KpbUiblta. CHIeBIINI B IlepefHel rpaga cra-
PBIN ABOPOBLBIM, BSI3aBIIIHU YYyJI0K, BCTPETHII €T0
BOIIPOCHUTEIbHO-He0yMeBaroIlle.

— Josoxu rpady, uyTo KHA3L Hukurta defo-
PpoBMY BOJIKOHCKUM JKejlaeT BULETH €ro.

ITH c10Ba OBLIM CKa3aHbl TAKUM TOJIOCOM, U
OCaHKa KHA34 HUKHUTHI, HECMOTPSA Ha €r0 OeXK-
Iy, TaKk II0pasuja CTapuKa, YTO OH BCTAJ U IIO-
1I1eJI JOKJIaAbIBATh.

AnpakCcUH IIpUHAJI BOJIKOHCKOTO y cebs B Ka-



O6uHeTe, cUId. Y 610pO, C TabaKepKOHN U ILJIaTKOM
B pyKax.

— Muocty 1pouty, 6ygbTe 3[0pOBBI, — JIac-
KOBO BCTPeTUJI OH KHA31 HUKUTY, KaK Her3MeH-
HO BCTpeyasl KaK[Ooro CBOEH [TJOOPOAYIIIHOMN
YJIBIOKOM.

Hukura ®enopoBuY cpasy 3aroBOpUiI 0O JeJie.
AmlpakCUH BBICHAyIIAJ, He Ilepe6uBasg, IPYCT-
HO-CepbesHo.

— 3Haw, 3Halw, — IIPOTOBOPHJI OH HAaKo-
Hell. — HaMenHU B BepX0OBHOM COBeTe CIIYIIaIH.

— Hy, u 4TO0 XX? — 6J1e[fHes, CIIPOCUJI BOJIKOE-
CKUU.

Crapuk AIIpaKCUH I107KaJI IJIeYaMU.

— Hudyero mpoTUB HeMIleB He II0JeJIaelllb.
V>k 60JIbHO OHU CKOPBI M BCe II0BOPaYUBalOT Ha
CBOI0 CTOpPOHy. S eme Torma B IleTep6ypre 3sa
MaspuHa fa l'aHHMOana crapajcs TOBOPUTH —
Kyzna! ToJIBKO Xy’>Ke BBIIILIO.

demop MaTBeeBMY MaxHyJI PYKOH, B aJbIliax
KOTOPOM 3a’kaJl y>Ke IIIeIIOTKYy TabakKa, ¥ II0TOM
BIIMXHYJI 3TOT TabakK B HOC.

— Hy, a Temepn? — CIPOCUJI OIIATHL BOJIKOH-
CKUU.

— Temepw?... UTO >K Teleph?... /la BOT caMoe



IeJI0 ¥ MeHs,— s IIPpOYTy, €CIHu XOTUTe. —
ATmpaKCHH B3sUI IIOAIIUTHIE OfHA K APYTOU OyMa-
TU TOJICTOX0 TeTPAaaKOi, OTBEPHYJ HeCKOJIbKO
JIUCTHEB U CTaJI YATAThL:-"/JBOPOBEIE JIFOAY, 3ali-
1eB U /IoOpsHCKUY, IBUINCH B AHJpero BaHO-
Buuy OcrepMany..."

— Al — 6ecIOMOIITHO IIpOM3HeC KHI3b HUKU-
Ta.

ATIpaKCHUH MeJIbKOM B3IJISHYJI Ha HEro U IIpo-
I0JDKaJI, Kak Obl sKeJslasi YyCIIOKOUTh:

"/loHeCJIk, UTO IIOMeIIHIle UX, KHATUHEe BoJI-
KOHCKOM, BeJIeHO, 3a IIPOZeP30CTH ee, JKUTH B Jie-
peBHe, He Bble3Kasd B MOCKBY (CJI0BO «IIPOJIEP30-
CTHU» OH IIPOIJIOTHJI KakK-TO), a OHAa IIOCTOSHHO
npebbIBaeT B IIOJIMOCKOBHOH JlepeBHE JTBOHOPO]I-
Horo cBoero ®enmopa TaypIsuHA, OTKYAa €3IUT
TallHO B MockBy, B TyIIMHO, I CBUAAHUSA C
IOpuem HejlefUHCKHUM U C IPYTMMU HEKOTOPBEI-
MU JIIOABMU, MeXXy IIPOYUM, BHUIEJaCh U C CeK-
peTtapeMm HMcaxoM BecesloBCKMM; BefeT TaMHYIO
IIepeIrCcKy CO MHOTMMH JHIlaMU B MOCKBY U
Ipyrhue MecTa; HeTaBHO JKe IIpUBe3 TallHO U3
MutaBtrl, 0T OTIIa ee, [IeTpa becTy’keBa, UesI0BeK
ero IIMCHMa, 3allliUThIe B IIOAYIIKe..."

— Hy, TyT upeT mnepercka, — cKkasaa AIpax-



CHH, CHOBA IlepeBopayrBas cpasy 00JIbIIYI0 I1ayY-
Ky pasHopOpMaTHOM WCIIMCaHHOM O6ymary, — a
BOT MHeHUe coBeTa... — OH mpobekas IjazaMu
HEeCKOJILKO CTPOK IIPO ce6s1 ¥ OIATh TPOMKO IIPO-
yeJ1, — "KHATHHA BOJIKOHCKAaA U ee IIPUATEIIH Jie-
JIaJIX MTapTHH U HCKaJIU IIPU ABOPE ero umiiepa-
TOPCKOT0 BeJjiMuecTBa [JI1 COOCTBEHHOM CBOeH
IIOJIB3BI [leslaThb HWHTPUTU M TeMU HWHTPUTaMU
IIPUYUHUTL IIPU ABOpPe OGeCIIOKOMCTBO, U Aa0bl
TO CBOe HaMepeHHe CHUJIbHee B [IeHICTBO IIPOM3-
BeCTb MOIJIH, UCKaIX cebe IIOMOIIU yepe3 Ben-
CKHU IBOP U TAaK XOTeJH BMEIaTh IIOCTOPOHHE-
I'0 rocyaps B JJOMOBEIE er0 UMIIEPATOPCKOIO Be-
Ju4yecTBa Jesa. CBepx ’>Ke TOrO IIPOIIOBE0BA-
JU 0 fAesaxX BepxoBHOro TaiHOrO coBeTa..." —
ATIpaKCUH IIPOIIYCTHUJI eIlfe HeCKOJBbKO CTPOK.
"3a TaKkue BUHEI, — IIPOJ0JDKaJI OH, — COBET pac-
CYHJI: KHATUHIO BOJIKOHCKYIO COCJIATh 0 YKa3y
B JAJBbHUM >KeHCKUN MOHACTBHIPh U COJep>KaThb
ee TaM HEUCXOZHO IIOJ HaJ30pOM UI'YMeHBU; Ce-
HaTopy HesefuHCKOMY B ceHaTe y JieJl He OBITh;
Eropy IlalikoBy B BOEHHOM KOJIJIETUU He OBITh;
BecejsioBckoro cociaTthk B I'iigH, YepkacoBa — B
AcTpaxaHb K IPOBHAHTHEIM JiejIaM..."

ATIpakCHWH, BUIMMO, pAa3oIlesicd, IIOIIaB Ha



pasbop Aesia U, IO IIPUBBIYKE K [TOKJIaJaM, He
MOT OCTAQHOBUTHLCA U IIOKATHJICH, >Kesas IIpef-
CTaBUTh [JeJI0 KaK MO>KHO o06cTosiTesibHee. OH
yoKe caM ce0s CIIyIast:

— BrlmtepeueHHOe MHeHNe, — 3arOBOPUJI OH
IPUATHBIM I'0JI0COM, — OBLIIO OTIIPaBJIEHO K KHS-
310 Ajstekcero I'puropreBuuy /[lOJTOPYKOMY IIpU
cenyroieM mnucbMe: "CHUATeJIbHBIU KHA3B! Ilo-
He)Xe [1eJI0 KHATUHU BOJIKOHCKOM M IIPOYUX IIO
TOMY JieJly KO OKOHYaHUI0 IIPUBEeHO, TOTO Pa-
U Ballle CUATEJHLCTBO IIPOCUM, U3BOJIUTE II0 TO-
My MHEHUK ero BeJUYeCTBY [0J0KUTh, U UTO
H3BOJIUT yKasaTh, O TOM HacC yBeZoMHUTRL". U
KHA3b AJleKcell IIpUc/aal HeMe[JIeHHBIN OTBeT
TaKOBOH: "CHUsdTesIbHbIe TaMHbIe IeMCTBUTEJIb-
Hble COBETHUKHU, MOU MUJIOCTUBEIE TOCYAAPH, II0
IHUCHMY BAIlIUX CHATEJILCTB U II0 IIPUCIAHHOM
I[IPUTOBOpPEe ero UMIIEpATOPCKOMY BeJIUYeCTBY
IOKJIAZBIBAJI, U Uepes3 CHue Moe 00'BSIBJISIIO: €T0 Be-
JIMYEeCTBO II0 IIPUIOBOPY BaIllMX CHUATEILCTB
OBITH II0BEJIeJI, ¥ TaKO CHe JOHEeCTH IIpeObIBaro U
npouee..." Tak BOT, — 3aKJIIOYMJI ANPaKCHH W,
IIOIHAB B30p Ha KHA3d HUKUTY, yKaCHYJICA TO-
MY, UTO CZejaJl.

BOJIKOHCKUM cupes IIpef HUM, TOUHO XOTeJI



BCKOYHWTb U BIENUTBCI B Hero. Oco6eHHO
CTPAIIIHBI Ka3aJIKUCh eTo IJIa3a, IeKH Jeprajuch.

— Tak BOT, — 3arOBOPHJI OH, — YTO K, BEI XO-
TUTe pasjyduThb MeHs ¢ Hero? Pasiayuuts?... [a
pasBe 3TO B BallleH BiIacTU?... PasBe 3TO B Ballleit
BJIACTH, CIIpPaAIIMBalo0 s Bac? — KM BAPYT OH 3aXO0-
X0TaJI, 3aX0X0TaJl TaK, UYTO AIIpaKCHHY CJeJia-
JIOCH XOJIOAHO. — Jla, 1 CMeI0Ch, — CHJIHJICS IIPO-
TOBOPHUTH OH CKBO3b CMeX, — S CMEIChb HaJl Ba-
MH U IIpesHparo Bac, Kak IIpe3uparo Ty PasiyKy,
KaKyIo BBl 3/leCb IIpUAAYMaJsIn. A BBl 3a0bLIH IyX...
Jyx! — BCKpUKHYJ BOJIKOHCKHM, BCKaKUBas C
MecTa ¥ Maxas IUIaBHO, HO HeeCTeCTBEHHO CBO-
UM CJI0BaM pyKaMHu. — S 3axouy — U 6yAy Bo3JIe
Hee ceHuyac, [yXoM MOHUM 6yzy... OH BeyeH... I
BedeH. Pasjiyka Ballla — JIMIIIEHHE... JIAIIEeHHe
4JeJjIOBeYeCKoe... HUCHBITaHHe AyXa. S BBIEpKY
€ro. 3To0 TaKk HUYTO’KHO, BpeMeHHO. 3/leCb MHe
HHUYero He Hy>KHoO... CyeTa!.. Bce — cyeTa X TOM-
JIeHHe [IyXa... S HaJy BaMU CMeI0Ch... — B OH CHO-
Ba 3acMesLIcs.

JOOPOAYIIHBIN CTapHUK AIPAaKCHH PacTepsH-
HO CMOTPpeJI Ha Hero, fiepyka HaoTJIeT CBOI0 Taba-
KepKy C IUIaTKOM. BApyr, TOYHO OH BCIIOMHHJI
4TO0-TO, OH BCTaJl M CTapyeCKUMH, OCOOEHHO



CTapyeCKMMH B MHHYTY CHJIBHOIO BOJIHEHUS
IaraMy Irofioures K BoskoHCckoMy. OH BceM Te-
JIOM JIpO>KaJL.

— VcnokoiTech, KHA3UHBKA, — IIPOTOBOPHII
OH, — YCIIOKOWUTeCh, roJlyO4YrK; BOT IIPOHJeMTe
CI0/1a! — U OH CBOEU TPSACYIeNcsa PYKOM CUIHUIICT
IIOLHATEL KHA3A HUKHUTY.

BOJIKOHCKUI IlepecTall CMedaThbCs, TUXO IIO[-
HAJICS C KpeceJI, OIVIA[esICI Y IIOKOPHO IIOIIeI,
Ky/ia ero BeJ ArrpakchH. TOT J0BeJI ero 10 ABepH,
BTOJIKHYJI B MaJIECHbKYI0 COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATKy U
OBICTPO 3a1ep JBepb.

C 3TOM MHUHYTHI KHA3b HUKHUTA JOJITO HE IIOM-
HUJI HUYETO.

CHayasia OblIa KaKasg-TO THIIHMHA U CTeMHe-
Jo. IloToM oOIATH paccBesio. KaskeTcs, KTO-TO
IIPUXOAMJI, KAKHUE-TO BePeBKHU CTATUBAJIK HEJI0B-
KO eMy PYKH; II0OTOM CTYK KOJIEC, 1 CHOBa THIIIH-
Ha — JjoJras, fojras THIIHMHA.

ITocste 3TOM [OJITOM THUINKMHEL OH BAPYT IIOYYB-
CTBOBAJI, YTO I'PYAL €TI0 ABIIINUT, U Cep/lie 6beTcsa
B Hel. OH OTKPBII IJIasa ¥ orysazesics. OH JiesKasl
B II0JIyTEMHOM KOMHATe ¢ KAKUM-TO OKOIIIeUKOM
HaBepxy; IO/, HUM II0YeMYy-TO BMeCTO IIOCTeJH
6p1a cosoMa. OH olfyman cebd pyKaMHu U pas-



e uxX. Ha HUX, TIOBBIIIE KUCTH, OBLIN 3aKU-
BAaIOIIIHe yyKe II0IlepeyHEbIe CCafHEL.

"MeH4 cBA3bIBaIU, — Jorajziajicad KH4I3b HUKHU-
Ta, — HO 3ayeM?"

— BoT OH TYyT y MeH, — IIOCJIBIIIAJICA 3a Je-
PEBSAHHOU IIePerOPOAKOIM ToJIoC. — JIeXKUT BTO-
pyro Hepesro 6e3 ABIDKEHUS; Tellepb CTOJOHSIK
Ha Hero Halllesl. S BaM IroBOpIo, COBCceM 6e3 yma,
BCe PaBHO, YTO 3Bepb 6e3 AyIIu.

Hukura ®emopoBUU y3HAJ TOBOPUBIIUU TO-
Joc. 3To 6611 PefeHbKa TaIbBISHH.

— A [OKTOpY IIOKa3bIBaJIU? — CIIPOCHJ IPY-
TOM T0JIOC, TO’Ke 3HAaKOMBIH.

— Jla 4TO0 X, IOoKTOpY? BEI 3HaeTe, Begb TaM y
IOKTOPOB Ha Ilellb Ca)kalT U obpallleHHe YK
OUeHb KpyToe, — 3[1eChb, V MeHd, eMy BCe-TaKU
Jyditie. BOT Bac JoKUZaJICA, a Telepb II0OCMOT-
P¥M... BBl Bce-TaKUM XOTUTE IIPOUTU K HEMY?

— Jla, — OTBeTWJ BCe TOT >Ke 3HAaKOMBIU TO-
JIoc.

— Ox, He xomute, Muxaus IleTpoBHUY, HepO-
BeH dac! "Muxawui IlerpoBuu! — moxymast Bour-
KOHCKUM. — IT0 — Il a_ H T a_Ji o_H!" — BCIIOM-
HUJI OH II0YeMY-TO MIMeHHO IIPO3BHUIIe IITYPHHA.

— /Jla 0TYero BBl ero Jep>XUTe B3allepTH, —



OIIATH CIIpocul becTy>XeB, — pasBe OH OyeH?

— Het, He 6yeH — cMupHBINA. Ho Torga, Kak
OH y06e’kaJsI OT Hac, Mbl, KAK HU HCKaJIU, He MOT-
JIA HAaUTHU ero. /[lymanau yyKe, 4TO KOHYHJII C CO-
6010, 1la BAPYI OH SIBWICI B MOCKBe, K CaMOMY
AIIpaKCHUHY-CTapUKy, HaroBOPHUJI €My BCEro Co-
BCeM HeCypasHOIO, YBepsI, 4YTO OH — AyX, a He
4JeJIoBeK, CMesICd, KphYaJl, YTO OH BedyeH U BCe-
Mmoryir. U cMex, ¥ rope mpocto... Hamyran Tak
crapuka... ToT ero HacuJay B KOMHATy 3aIlrep.
[Ipucian 3a MHOM0... Hy, BOT 4 IIpuBe3 ero K cebe
U 60I0Ch, UTOOBI OH CHOBA He YIIIeJsI 1a He HaTBO-
P Uero.

—Hy, a «eii» He CcKasaJlH, 4TO OH COILIeJ C
yMma?

— Her, oHa He 3HaeT, el TOJILKO CKa3aJIy, 4To
OH 0O0JIeH. A 0UeHb el X0TeJI0OCh BUJIETH ero, KaK
yeskasa.

— IlycTuTe MeHd K Hel!.. He cyMacieimii s
BOBCe! — BJAPYT SICHO U OTYETJIUBO KPUKHYJI
KHA3b Hukura.

— Cuprmiure? O4HYyJICSA! — IIPOTOBOPMII TaJIbI-
3UH.

— Hy, nma, moiireMTe K HEMYy!

3aMOK IIeJIKHYJI. MajleHbKas ABePL OTKPEI-



Jlach, U B Hell I0KasaJjach urypa Muxauia Ilert-
poBHyYa. TaJBI3UH He BOIIIeJI.

becTy>XeB I10310pOBaJICa C KHsA3eM HUKUTOW,
IIOIITYIIaJI €ero TOJIOBY, OIVIAZleJl PYKH U CIIPOCHII,
naBHO s HukrTa ®efopoBUY OBLI HA BO3/yXe.

— He IIOMHIO, — OTBETHJI OH COBEpPIIEHHO
TBEpPZO.

— A X0TeJix 6BI IIPOUTHUCH?

Hukura dPemopoBHU BMeCTO OTBeTa O0ApO
BCTaJI CO CBOEM COJIOMBI.

becTy)XeB B3sI ero IO PYKy M BBIBeJ Ha
CBeT.

BOJIKOHCKUI BEIIIEJ, ILIypsICh IIOCJTIE CBOEeM
II0JIlyTeMHOM KOMHATBL.

— A re Muina, JIJaBpeHTUU? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— OHM [pPUAYT, TIPUAYT, — YCIIOKOUTEJIHbHO
npousHec Muxaw IleTpoBHUY.

JlaBpeHTHUU [elICTBUTEJBbHO cefyac ke IIpU-
11es1. BOJIKOHCKHU IIPU er0 IIOMOIIA YMBLJICS, Ha-
JleJ1 YUCToe Oesibe, KaM30J1 ¥ 6aIllIMaKU U BHIIIIeJI
B caf Kk Muxawuiy IleTrpoBuuy. TaZbI3MH He II0Ka-
3BIBaJICA.

Hukura ®efopoBUY [OJIT0 XOAWJI IIO cagy C
BecTyXeBBIM, CTapasCh KaK MOXKHO pasyMHee
Zl0Ka3aTh, YTO OH He CyMacIle[IIni, U, OecIipe-



CTaHHO IIOBTOPSS 3TO CJI0BO, TOBOPHJI II0 YeCTH,
YTO BCe MOKeT IIOHATH U IIOHUMaAaeT.

Muxawui [leTpoBHUY He TOJBKO He BO3paskall,
HO YaCTO OLOOpPUTeJbHO KHUBaJ IOJIOBOIO, KakK
OyATO BepWsJ B KaKAoe CJI0BO BOJIKOHCKOTO,
BIIOJIHE pasfiesisiyl eT0 MHeHUe U yOerKIaJIcsd ero
noBosaMu. HakoHel OH Oy/ITO COBCeM yOeIucs
U yIlIeJI B IOM II0 ajulee, C BUOM 4esI0BEKa, KO-
TOPOMY IIPELCTOUT ellfe MHOIO JeJa.

Hukura ®efopoBUY ocTajICa XOOUTE B cagy C
JlaBpeHTHEM, KOTOPBLIM IIOYEMY-TO CUes HYX-
HBIM IIOJJePKUBATh €ro II0J PYKY, XOTA KHI3b
111eJI COBCEM 60ApO. BOJIKOHCKMI, KaK OBl He Ke-
Jlag obuzeTh JlaBpeHTHUs, He 3allpelaa] eMy Jie-
JIaTh 3TO, €CJIU eMy TaK Kas3aJIoCh JIyUlIlle, U IIPOo-
I0JIKaJI XOOUTH MOJI4a.

HakoHelr B aJjuiee T1I0KasaJjicd TaJsIbI3HH,
HeyBepeHHO IIOAXOMUBINHNUN K KHA310 HUKUTe.
BOJIKOHCKHUII OCTAaHOBHUJICA HaBCTpeuy eMy. Pe-
IeHbKa IIOJIOIIesI Ha IIPHMJIMYHOE BCe-TaKH pac-
CTOSHUEe U YYaCTJIMUBO, CTapasiCh IOBOPUTH Kak
MO’KHO CIIOKOMHee, CIIPOCUT:

— Hy, 4To, KaKk BbI? He XO0THUTe JIU OTHOX-
HYTBL? BaM y’Ke II0pa CIaTh, s JyMalo.

IJTO 3HAYWJIO SPYITMMHU CJIOBAMHU — CTYIIaNTe



II0[T 3aMOK.

BOJIKOHCKUM HHUYEro He oTBeyas. IIpoIwio
HECKOJIbKO BpeMeHU HEeJIOBKOIO0, TSIXKeJIOT0 MOJI-
YaHUS.

HaxoHely BEICTYIIHII BIiepes JIaBpeHTHH.

— baTwmika-6apuH, — 3aroBOpUJI OH, IIOBa-
Jisick TasbI3NHY B HOTH, — OTIIYCTUTE Hac K cebe!
Ms1 HUKOMY 3J1a He chesaeM. OTIIyCTHUTe, UTO
BaM TeIlepb... MBI yezeM, e#-bory, ceifuac
yezeM... Hero BaM 6049ThCH OTIIYCTUTH HAC...

U JlaBpeHTHH CTajl IIPOCUTH U [TOKa3bIBaTh,
YTO JIy4Ille BCero JAJId ero KHI3MHbKU yeXaTh K
cebe, ¥ UTO OH OYZIeT )KUTh TaM, TOJIYOUUK, HUKO-
ro He Tporas.

— KoHeuHoO, IycTUTe MeHs IOMOM, — IIPOTO-
BOpPWJI KHA3L HukKMTa Tak IpPOCTO U 34paBo, YTO
TaJbI3MHY II0Ka3aJIoCh 3TO, HAKOHEI, BIIOJIHE
IOJIKHBIM U BOSMOKHBIM.

— Kak yromHo, — TIPOTSPKHO IIPOTOBOPHII
0oH. — Kaxk yrogHo BaMm... UTo0 X, s1 cefidyac ke Be-
JIF0 32JI07KUTH KOJISCKY... s cefidac...

— Bbiaromapro Bac, — cKasajg BOJKOHCKUY,
IIPOTATUBAL PYKY.

— 41 certuac, — 1oBTOPUJI TanbI3UH U, OBICTPO
IIOBEPHYBIIIUCH, IIOUTH OeroM HaIpaBUICA B



ZIOM.

B 3TO BpeMsd CO CTOPOHEI ABOpPA, Y KPBLIbIlA
ZoMa, CTosiIa y>Ke KoJiicka Muxauiia IleTpoBuda
BecTy’xeBa, ¥ BO3JIe Hee XJIOIIOTAIH JIFOJU C Be-
IIaMHU.

Cam becTy>KeB, 0[1eTHIN I10-T0POKHOMY, CTOSLI
TYT ’Ke, Jep>Ka 3a PyKy MHUIIy, KOTOPOTO YBO3HJI
c coboro, K cebe, He )Kejlasi OCTaBUTH €ro Ha py-
kax TaJyipI3Ha, a TeM 6oJlee CyMacIIeZIlero OT-
11a.

— IIpocutcsa k cebe. Kak BBl JiyMaeTe, OTIIY-
CTUTH? — CIIPOCHJL, ITOAXOA, TalbIsHH, 6pOBIMU
II0Ka3bIBas, YTO TOBOPUT IIPO TOTO, KTO B Cafy.

— OTIyckaiTe, BCce paBHO, — 06erJyo, CKBO3b
3y6r! ITporsHec Muxaui [IeTpoBHUY, TOXKe II0Ka-
3bIBas IlasaMu Ha Mwuiy, uToObl TasIbI3SUH 3a-
MoJI4aJI IIpA HeM: [leCKaTh, Bbl TaM, KaK XOTHUTE,
MHe BCe PaBHO, a pebeHKa JaiiTe yBe3TH CIIOKOM-
HO.

— JlaneHbKa, — ckKasas Muiia, — MHe XOTe-
JIOCH OBI IIOBHU/IATH Ha IIpOIllaHbe 0aTIOLIKY.

— 41 ckasaJr Te6e, UTO OTeL] TBOM 60JIeH U JIyY-
Ille He 6eCIIOKOUTH ero, — OTBeTHJI becTyxeB, —
OH CKOPO BBI3JJOPOBEET U IIPHUe/IeT K HaM.

Muiiia He[JOBEPUYUBO, IJIyOOKO B3[OXHYL.



— Hy, roroBo! — mporoBopma Muxaui IleT-
poBuu. — ExeM! — 1 OH cTaJI IIpommaThes ¢ Taisl-
3MHBIM.

Uepes yac gpyrasg KOJISICKA CTOS/IA Y KPBLIb-
na. Kaasp Hukuta ¢ JJaBpeHTHeM yesKalt K ce-
be.

— A Muria, roe ske Mumia? — 6eCIIOKOMHO
crpamuBag Hukura ¢egopoBuy.

EMy ckasaju, uTo MHuIlia >KeT ero y HUX B [ie-
peBHe, ¥ KH4A3b HUKHTA yexaJl [JOMOM B HaJexX-
Zle, YTO YBHUIHUT TaM CBhIHA.

Vi
B OEPEBHE

Kor,ua KH13b HUKHTa IIpHexas K cebe B [[epeB-
HIO M He HallleJI TaM ChbIHa, OH IIPHUHSI 3TO I'0-
paszmo CIIOKOMHee, yeM aymaJsl JlaBpeHTHH, KakK
OYATO OH >KJas 3TOT0 U OBLI T'OTOB K TOMY, HMJIH
Kak OyZATO 9TO HOBOEe HeCcyacTbe KOJIBHYJIO eTr0 B
TaKyl0 [yIIeBHYH paHy, 60Jb KOTOpPOH Oblia
y>Ke HacTOJIbKO CHJIbHA, UTO ee HHUYEeM, HUKa-
KUM HOBBIM HeC4YacTbeM HeJsb3s OBLJIO YBeJIU-
UHUTE.

OH 1ocesuiIcd B OIIYCTeBIIEM Tellepb [JId



Hero 0Me U II0 IeJIBIM JHSIM XOIUJI, He IIPOpO-
HHB HHU OJHOTO CJI0BA. V>KeHHe OBIJI0 0CTaBJIEHO.
MeuiiiHa ¥ KHUTU — BCe OCTaBJIeHO. [I0CTpOu-
Ka, KOTOPYIO He JijI KOT0 OBLJIO Jies1aTh, CTOSIA B
3aIlyCTeHUH, JOCKKU MaJIo-II0OMajly PasHOCHUIUCH,
KTO XOTeJI UMH I10JIb30BaThCs, U IIPOOUTAd K Hell
TPOIIMHKA 3ap0OCJja CBEXKEI0, 3eJIEHOI0 TPaBOU.

KHg3p HUKHUTA HUUEro He fejiajl ¥ HU C KeM,
Tacke ¢ JlaBpeHTHEM, He TOBOPHJI. EJI OH penxo,
KOT[ja IIoIafieTcsd, CIajl, Korja CAyYNUTCs, MHOIa
cpenu IH, Ie-HUOyOb B yIJy, Ha Kpecie. Houn
II0YTH BCerza ObLIN y Hero 6eCCOHHEIe.

"VX, TsOKesIo! — myMasl OH BCerja OJHO M TO
’Ke, — TSDKeJIO BOT TyT, — OH OpaJicd 3a Ipyab U
coaBuBas ee.— OOUH... OOUH.. Bcex B3sIH,
Bcex yBessaH... Ho g cHecy... M ero yBesiu... Td-
Keso!l.. OHH IyMaroT, YTO 9 CyMacIIe i, — HO
MHe Jierde 6bLIO OBI, ecIM OBI 4 C yMma cores. S
He IOHHMaJI ObI TOT[a, @ TYT S JKUBY, S ITOHU-
Mar..."

HHorzma oH Ipo6oBaJsl 3aKphIBaTh IJlasa U, 3a-
KPBIB UX, BbI3bIBaJI IIpef CO6010 MUJIbIE €My 00-
passl, — U TOT/la HeJlaBHee IIPOIILIOe IIPeCTaB-
JIJIOCH €My TakK SICHO, TaK IIOAPOOHO, KaK 6yATO
OH BCe elIlle KIWJI B HeM. ITO 00Jierdasio Ha OSUH



MHMUT, Ha OJAWH MHT IIPUHOCHUJIO OTPaAy, HO IJjasa
OTKPBLIBAJIMCh — U JIEHMCTBUTEIbHOCTH CTaHOBH-
Jlach ellle My4YHTeJIbHee, UyBCTBOBAJaCh ellle
JKHUBee.

Kuasp HUKHUTa He IIPOITyCKal HU OFHOM Iiep-
KOBHOU CJIY>KOBL.

OH 4acTo TOXKe MOJIMJICA IIpef; 6OJIBbIION KU-
OTOM B CHaJbHe, IIpel KOTOPOH CTOJBKO JIeT
KaKABIA eHb YTPOM M BeYepOM UHTAaI MOJIHT-
BBI, CTOSI BMeCTe CO CBOeM KHATHHeH. [Toporo, Ko-
I7la OH C 3aKPBITHIMH IJIa3aM M CO CJIOKeHHBIMHU
pyKaMH OIIyCKaJICA Tellephb 3/ieCh OJHH Ha KOJIe-
Ha, eMy BAPYT KasaJIOCh, UYTO PSA0M C HUM CHpBa
LIeITYeT MUJIBIM, TUXHUH T0JI0C, IIOBTOPSI 38 HHM.
dTto OBLI TOJIOC ee, ArpadeHsl IleTpOBHEBI, U
KHA3b HUKHWTa OOBIKHOBEHHO CJIBIIIAJI €r0 TakK
SICHO, UTO BEPHJI, UTO 3TO OHA, JeHMCTBUTEJIbHO
OHa IIPHUXOJHIa K HeEMY.

OH mucas JIMHHBIE ITMCbMa U JKeHe, U CHIHY,
u Muxauiny IleTpoBH4Yy, HO He II0JIy4as OTBETA,
CJIOBHO €ero IIHMChMa He JOXOAUIN HUKY/A.

Tak IIpo11Io Mecsiia TpH.

Kusase HukuTa BCe MOJIYaa IO-IIPeKHEMY,
IOMOJITY IJIAe] B OJHY CAy4YakHO IIOIIaBIIYIOCT
Ha IJIa3a TOYKY, BEIXOAW/I M3 JOMa C HEIIOKPHI-



TOX0, HECMOTPS Ha LO0KAb U HEIIOTOJY, TOJIOBOIO
U II0 IeJIBIM JHAM 6e3 OTABbIXa U yCTalIu OPOIHIL,
He 3aMeuad, KyJa OH uaeT. OH 4acTo ITOAXOIHII
TaK K 00pBIBY peKH, HO Takke OecCO3HaTeJIbHO
IIoBOpauMBa/JI Hasaj, KaK H IIOMOIIeJ, CJIOBHO
KTO-HHUOY/b yep>KUBaJI ero U OTBOZAMJI OT OIlac-
HOI'0 MecTa.

KpecTbsiHe yiKe IIPHUBBIKJIH BCTpPeYaTh €ro
Tak, U C CoKaJleHHeM, co000JIe3Hys, 0JIr0 IIPOBO-
JKaJi IJIasaMH "CBOEro HeCYaCTHOr0 KHSI3HHb-
Ky", KaK OHU T'OBOPUMJIH.

HaxoHery gyieBHOe COCTOSSHHEe KHsA3A HUKU-
THI [OILJIO O TAaKUX IIpefesioOB HeBBIPa3UMOM,
0esMepHOM MYKH, YTO OH II0 BpeMeHaM TepsI
CO3HaHMe I10/1 ee 6e3bICXOJHBIM THETOM.

Y Hero ABUJIMCH COBCEM OCOOEHHEIE, HE CBOM-
CTBEHHBIE OPYIMM JIIOAAM [ABMOKeHHd. Tak, IIo
BpeMeHaM OH BBICTaBJIAI IIpef; CO00I0 COTHYThIE
PYKH H, IUTaBHO M MEPHO IIpHCcefas, IIOBOIHII
HMMHU BIIepe] U Ha3af, OyATo IIbLI. EMy Bce Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO BHYTPH ero 6YATO KOJIBIXaeTCs 4TO-To,
TOYHO X0YeT IIOJHATH €ro OT 3€MJIH.

Pa3 OH BepHYyJICA II0CJIe 11eJI0T0 JHSA XO4b0bI B
TaKOM COCTOSIHHH, YTO Ja’Ke IIPHUBBIKIIIHKI K €ro
BUAy JlaBpeHTHM 1opasuicad. Kusasp HukwHTa,



KaK JIYHAaTHUK, He BHAA HUUYEro II0 CTOPOHAM,
IIpoIIesI IPSIMO B KOMHATY, KOTOpas IIpeskze Ha-
3pIBaJjlaCh €ro KOMHaTOU (Teleph TakKoe Ha3Ba-
HUe He UMeJIO y)Ke CMBICJIa — OH ObLI OZWH BO
BCeM JI0Me), ¥ IIPUOJIU3UIICA K CTOJLY.

"YT0-TO MHE TYT HY?KHO ObLIIO? — BCIIOMHHAJI
OoH. — Ho uTo0?... I 3aueM-To I11eJ1 Croza..."

Ha ryiasa emy mormaJsicd HOXKUK; OH OTOPOCHII
ero.

"Bubsus!" — BCIIOMHMJI KHS3b U B35JI CO CTO-
JIa 3aIIbLJIEHHYIO TOJICTYI0 KHUTY.

IIpexxnme oH 4yacTo, KOILa ero My4uso YTo-HU-
Oyzab, 6paJl aTy KHUIY, pasBepThIBaJl ee Hayraf U
BCerja Haxoaua cebe orBeT. OH BCIIOMHHJI 3TO
Tellepb M XOTeJ IIOCMOTPeTh, UTO CKaXeT eMy
bubus.

OH 3axMypUJI I1a3a, KaK BCerna geJiajl, B3sl
06erMM pyKaMH KHUTY, IIOBEPHYJI ee BBepX 00-
pes3oM U, mepebpaB OOJILIITUMU ITaJIbIlaMU Kpas
JIICTOB, OBICTPO PacKpbLI, CJIOBHO CJIOMaJl ee Ha
IBe YacTH.

EMy OTKpBLICA TPUALIATH CeALMOM IICaIOM:

"Ceppiie Moe TpeIleleT, OCTaBUIa MeHs CHUJIa
MO9, ¥ CBET 0Ueil MOUX — U TOT'0 HeT Y MeH4.

Jpysbs MOU U UCKPeHHUe OTCTYIHIU OT S3-



BBI MO€H, B OJIM>KHIE MOU CTOSIT BIAJIH.

Hmyime ke OyIIM MOEM CTaBAT CETH, U JKe-
JIalolllie MHe 3JIa TOBOPAT O IOTHOeJHd MOer U
3aMBIIUISIOT BCIKHUM IeHb KO3HH.

A 4, Kak IJIyX0H, He CJBIITY, ¥ KaK HeEMOMH, KO-
TOPBI He OTKPHIBAET YCT CBOUX.

U cTan 4, Kak 4esioBeK, KOTOPBHIU He CJABIIIUT
U He UMeeT B yCTaX CBOUX OTBeTa.

160 Ha Tebs, I'ocrromu, yroBaro s1; ThI YCIIBI-
Uk, ['ocriogu boxke MoH..."

— Tl yoaslmuiib, Focionu Boxxe Moti! — 110-
BTOPUJI BCJIYX KHA3b HUKUTA U ITOJIOKUI KHUTY
Ha MecCTO.

U emy craJio jserye.

Temepp ayiieBHasd MyKa KaK-TO MeEHBIIIE Me-
II1ajia ero MBICJSIM CJaraThbCs II0C/JIeL0BaTeIbHO
U CBg3HO. Tellepb OH MOTI 3aHATHCA UMHU U XOTb
Ha HEKOTOpOe BpeMs OTBJIEYLCS OT CBOUX MyUe-
HUHU.

"UT0-TO Ba)KHOE HY)XHO MHe OBLIIO 067Yy-
MaTh, — paccyxzgan oH.— /la! Becb BoIIpoc B
TOM, OOJIEH 9 WU HET, CyMaclIeAIInN 9 WId He
cyMaclireiiuii. BripoueM, aTo Bce paBHO. Ho Kak
IIOCTYIIMJI OBl 3I0POBBIM YeJIOBEeK Ha MOeM Me-
cre?"



OH 1epBBIM COMHEBAJICSI B 3PaBOCTH CBOETO
ymMma.

"KoHeuHO, 51 60JieH, — peIlnJ OH, — pas3Be
3J0POBBIM YesI0OBEK CHZeJ OBl TaK, KOIZta HUKTO
He MeIllaeT I10eXaTh XO0Th ceMyac K Hel U >KUTb
BO3JIe ee TUXBHHCKOI'O MOHACTHIP".

BoJIKOHCKUYM y3HaJ uepe3 JlaBpeHTUs, UTO
Arpadena IleTpoBHa ObLia cociaHa B THUXBUE-
CKHU MOHACTHIPE.

"OgHAaKO 3Ta MBIC/Ib BCe-TaKy IIpHIIIa MHE B
TOJIOBY, — celuac ke IIogyMaJjl OH, — 3HaUUT, s
ellle He COBCEM TOrO... 3aBTpa >Ke II0yMalo, KaK
exaTh Tyha... Ho oT4yero ke 3aBTpa?... A BOT OT-
Yero: UMer0 JIM g IIPaBO eXaTh TyAa, ecjIu TakK
HY>KHO, YTOOBI MBI HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl ObLIU II0-
4JeJjioBe4YeCKH PO3HO?... SI MOry moexaThb, HO 3TO
OyzmeT c1ab0CThI0... 3HAYUT, 1 HapYIIy HCIIBITA-
HUe, U 0CBOOOKAEHNEe MOEro AyxXa OTJIOXKUTCH...
JTO TakK, a Terrepb OHO OJIM3KO... 6JIU3KO".

KH4s3p 11omres1 K 06pasy U 3a0bLI, 0 YeM TOJIb-
KO UTO AyMaJl.

Uepes HECKOJIBKO JHEN OH OIATH BCIIOMHII
00 3TOM U cTaJsI cobupaThcd B TUXBUH, HO MBICIIH
ero OIATh pacCesyIMCh, CJIOBHO pacTasuid. OfHa-
KO OH BCe-TaKU He peIlnJ OKOHYAaTeJILHO He



exaTh, a TOJIbKO KaK-TO He MOI BO BCeX II0/IpO006-
HOCTSX MBICJIEHHO OXBAaTHUTH CBOE IIPEZII0JI0MKe-
HUe; BCerja, AOMAd 0 M3BECTHOIO MeCTa, pac-
CY)K[[eHUS er0 CBOpauyMBaJi B CTOPOHY TaK >Ke
HeBOJIBHO, KaK OH CBOpayuBaJl, 6JIM3KO IIOJOML
K 0OpBIBY pEKHU.

Beuepa ¢ KaKIbIM [HeM CTaHOBUWJINCH [IJIMH-
Hee. HakoHel1 BbIIIaJI CHer, U HACTyIIMWIa 3UMa,
IIpHUHecIIasg CO CBOMM CHEroM, X0JIO[I0M, PaHHU-
MH CyMepKaMH U 3aYHBIBHBIM BOeM MeTeJIH ellle
0oJIbllle TOCKU U TOMJIeHUs. HO U 3UMOI0 KH3b
HukuTa 11o-nmpexHeMy BBIXOAWII U3 OMa, U eCJIN
6 ciemuBIIMM 3a HUM JIaBpeHTHU He ycIieBaJl
HaKU/JbIBaTh Ha Hero ero 6eJIM4Ybl0 KOPOTKYIO
11y6Ky, OH TaK U I11eJ1 6 Ha MOpP03 6€e3 BepXHero
II1aTh.

A uepes3 HeECKOJIBKO BpeMeHH, B sHBape 1730
rojia, CKOHYaJICSd OT OCIIbI B MOCKBE MOJIOJIOM MM-
nepatop IleTp AJjekceeBUUY. POCCUUCKUI IIpe-
CTOJI CHOBAa OBILJI CBOOOIeH, U CHOBA IIOTHSLJICS BO-
IIPOC: KTO 3aIMeT ero?

B mepeBHIO KH39 HUKUTBI 3TH HOBOCTH XOTH
U JOILIN OYeHb CKOPO, U JIaBpeHTUH COOOGIIIHIT
eMy HX, HO KHA3b KaK-TO He IIPH/aJl Ba>XHOCTH
9TOMY COOBITHIO. EMy He IIPUIIIO B TOJIOBY, UTO



y4acTb ero ArpadeHbl IIeTpOBHBI 3aBUCHUT Te-
Iepb OT JIMIJA, KOTOpOe B30MJAEeT Ha 3TOT IIpe-
CTOJI, U YTO KHATUHS BoJIKOHCKas, 06BUHEHHAas
o npouckaM OcTepMaHa, CUJIBHOIO B IIapPCTBO-
BaHMe M0JI0Z0r0 IleTpa, MOXKeT IIOJIyUUTH IIOMU-
JIOBaHUe Tellepb, eCIU IIPU U3MEHUBIIUXCSI 00-
cTodgTesIbCTBaX caM OcTepMaH BIIAJeT B HEMU-
JIOCTB.

EXKJIesyracT roBOPHII:

"Elte BUAes A IIOZ COJIHIIEM: MeCTO CyZa, a
TaM 6e33aKOHMe; MeCTO IIpaB/Jbl, a TaM HeIlpas-
Ia.

U ckasas g B cepAlie CBOEM: IIpaBegHOIO U
HeueCTHUBOro Oy/ieT CyZUTh bor; II0TOMY 4YTO Bpe-
M9 [UIS Ka>KI0M Belll U CYJ HaJ BCAKUM [[eJI0M
Tam".

B KoHIle ¢QeBpassg CTOSIU ellle MOPO3HbIE
IHU, HO OHU OBLJIU SICHBI, ¥ CHEI OCJIeIIUTeJIbHO
6JiecTeJI 110 UTPABIIKMMU Ha HEM JIydaMU COJIH-
a.

Kusasp Hukura B CBOeU Oesrubeil IIyOKe
IIpoIIesca HaJeKo II0JIeM II0 Jopore M BO3Bpa-
1I1aJICA Yepes3 lepeBHI0 JOMOMH.

Kakoe-TO HeIIpUBBIYHOe, CTpaHHOE OKUBJIE-
HUe OBLIO 3aMeTHO Ha JiepeBHe. CTapocTa C Jy-



OMHKOM XOJWJI IIOJ OKOHIIA U306, IIOCTYKHWBAJ U
BBISBIBaJI MY>KHKOB. Te BEIXOIU/IH, OIIPaBJISINCh
U HeXOTsI, HO BCe-TaKH IIOCIIEIHO IT0JABUTaJINCh
K I1epKBU. Ba6kbI IIpsATaInch.

YV 1iepkBH cobpaJsiach yrxe 60Jiblnasg Tosa. Ha
IamnepTH CTOSAIM HEeCKOJbKO IIPHEe3)KHUX BOEH-
HBIX, I'yOepHAaTOPCKUM YHWHOBHUK U [[epeBeH-
CKUH CBAII[EHHHUK BO BCeM 00JIa4eHHUHU U C Kpe-
CTOM B pyKax.

Kuasp HukHTa He CIiela IoJoIlesI K TOJIIIE,
KOTOpasi Bce IpubbIBajsa. Ha mamnepTH, BUAUMO,
3aMeTHJIM ero IIpUOJIMKeHHe, II0TOMY 4YTO OQU-
1iep, II0KasblBasg Ha BOJIKOHCKOTIO, CIIPOCHJI YTO-
TO Y YHHOBHHKA ¥ KMBHYJI T0JIOBOIO.

— sang Epmuil, asy [paTh KOTO OyayT? —
CIIPOCHJI HeIlofaseKy oT HUKUTBEI PemopoBUYA
no0e’XaBIlINi ITapeHb, 00palasich K CTOSBIIIe-
My C3a{1 TOJIIIBI MY>KHUKY U B3[paruBas ILIeYa-
MU, He 00XOUBIIIMMHUC ellje Ha MOpo3e.

— YV, nypeHs, apatb! — oTBeTHJI EpmmI —
C/IBIIIB IIAPCKUM YKa3 YUTaTh OyAYT.

— JTO 4TO6HI cefiuyac BoJIbHasA? — 6eCIIOKOUII-
s ITapeHb, HO A4/ EpMIII yoKe He OTBETHII eMY.

/IBe Kakue-TO 6a0bI C KOPOMBICJIAMU Ha ILjIe-
4yax IMOJOILIN OBLIO TOXKe K TOJIIIe, HO, YBUJEB



Ha IIallepTd YWHOBHUWKA, aXHYJIW M, II00pocas
BeJ/lpa, CTpPeMIJIaB, CAYPY, KUHYJHCH IIPOYb Oe-
TOM.

B aTO BpeMs CTapocTa, CTEIleHHBINH MY>KUK,
000MAs, NOJ/DKHO OBITh, lepeBHIO, IIOfOIe 6e3
IIaIKU K TY0epHAaTOPCKOMY YMHOBHUKY U C HU3-
KHUM IOKJIOHOM [[0JIO>KHJI €MY YTO-TO.

UMHOBHUK Ja)ke He 00epHYJICA Ha 3TOT HU3-
KU, IIOYTHU 3€MHOM IIOKJIOH CTapOCThl U, MaX-
HYB PYKOI0 OCTaJIbHBIM MY’KHKaM, U 6e3 TOro
CTOSBIIMM 6e3 MIaIloK, B IIOJHOM MOJIYaHUH,
pasBepHyJ 60JbIIyI0 OyMary Cc medaTblo. BoeH-
Hble IPUJIOXKUIU PYKHU K IUIAIIaM.

YUMHOBHUK IIpoYesl MaHU(DECT O BOCIIECTBUU
Ha IIPecToJl TOCYAApPhIHU UMIIePaTPUIlbl AHHBI
HMoaHHOBHEL. OH UMTaJ O4YeHb NYPHO, U UTeHUe
IIPOJ0JKAJIOCh OYeHb [I0JITO, OH JaBHO OXPWUIL,
BUJMIMO, He B IIePBBIHA yoKe pa3 unuTass MaHUpecT
Ha Xo0J10]1€.

Korla YMHOBHUK KOHYMJI, TOJIIIa HEKOTOpOe
BpeMs OoCTaBaJslach CHavasa 6e3ryiacHom. IToToMm
BIPYT OTKYZAAa-TO U3 3aJHUX PAL0B IIOCJBIIIAJICT
po06aCUBIIINMI I'0JIOC:

— He coryacHsbr!

CrogBmiii y caMOM IlallepTH CTapoCTa



B3[POTHYJI U, I106JIefHeB, OECIIOKOMHO 00epHY.I-
s, OTBICKUBAs IJIa3aMM TOIO, YeH OBLI 3TOT IO-
Joc. Ho aToT rosioc cemyac ke CTaJl IOJIOCOM
BCEeH TOJIIIBL.

— He coryiacHbI, He COIVIACHBI, — Clep>KaHHO,
HO IIOTOM BCe CMeJIee ITOC/IBIIIAaI0Ch KPYTOM.

UMHOBHUK PacTepsIHHO OIJIAHYJICA B II0CMOT-
pes Ha oduIepa, Kak Obl HIla ero moMoIy. Opu-
Ilep MoJ4a CMOTpeJs Ha TOJIILY, CypOBO IIOBOJAL
IJ1a3aMH ¥ HaMOPIIUB OPOBH.

A BoJIHEeHMe TOJIIEI PaspacTaaoch.

— Wmp Hanuim — uMineparpura! Kak xe...
Korga camM mappb IleTp >KHB... >KHB... Ipa-al. K
HaM efeT... He corslacHBL.. KakK JKe... a 3HTO
OIATE... )KuB... U 110 cTapOMY 3aKOHY...

Tosmma rypmesia 6eccBsI3HBIE, GeCCMBICIIEHHEIE
peuyr. O4eBHUIHO, XOAUBIIMNE TOJKH IIOBJIHSAIN
Ha MY’)KHKOB, OHHM YTO-TO CJIBIIIAJH M XOTeJH
KaK-TO II0Ka3aTh CBOI0 Pa3yMHOCTB, IIPOTECTOBA-
JIX IIPOTHB Yero-to. Ho KHa3b HHUKHTA, CIeIUB-
WU Tellepb 3a BCEM IIPOMCXOAMUBIINM, IIOHU-
MaJI TOJIBKO OJHO — M 3TO OBLIO [JI HEro IJIaB-
HOEe B 3Ty MUHYTY, — YTO 3TH JIIOAH, 3aIIPOTECTO-
BaBIlIlMe IIOf] BJIMSHUEM COMBIIEH HUX C TOJIKY
MOJIBBI U HEOXKHUJAHHOIO 00'BSBJIEHUSA O BoIlape-



HUU HOBOM UMIIepaTpHUIlbl (OH He yCIles elle
BCIIOMHUTB, YTO 3TO ObLIa Ta caMasd AHHa HMoaH-
HOBHAa, KOTOPYI0 OH 3HaJI 6eJHOI0, 3a0BITOI0 Tep-
noruHein B KypigHauu), — 6G0pMOTalIMd CBOU
HecypasHbIe CJI0Ba, COOCTBEHHO, He KeJslasd HUKO-
MY 3JIa; BMeCTe ¢ TeM KHA3b HUKHUTa BUIET, UTO
CTOSBIIIMU Ha IIallepTH OQHUIlep TOXKe 3J1a HUKO-
My He XOTeJI, HO JIUI0 er0 CTaHOBUTCS BCe I'PO3-
Hee U I'pO3Hee, U IIPOHET ellje MUHyTa — U 0QU-
I[ep BeJIUT OUTH 9TUX JIOJEeH, U UM O6yJeT 60JIb-
HO, ¥ 9TO OyJleT y’KacHO, U, IJIaBHOE — He HYX-
HO.

Kuasw cpesan mar Brepen. Tosma BAPYT pac-
CTYIIUJIACh IIpe[l HUM, IIPOIIycKad ero.

Ja, IIpel 3TUM CIIOKOWHBIM, HEIOJABUKHEIM,
TUXUM JIUIIOM U HeJIb3s OBLJII0 He pacCTYIIUThCA
ToJirre. KHg3b HUKHUTA CH/JIBHO U3MEHUJICI B IIO-
cleJHUe I0JITOpa roja. biegHbIN, BHICOKUMI JIO0
ero IOKPhUICA MOPIITUHAMH, IeKH, ITOKPBITHIE
CKBO3HOKO 0JIeJHOCTHI, BBaJIWJIHUCh, B TIJla3ax
CBETWJICS JIMXOPAJOUYHBIA OrOHb, T'yOBI IT0OJIE[I-
HeJIW, U BeCh OH HUCXY/aJ, KaK TOJIBbKO MOXKeT UC-
XyIaTh YeylOBeK.

BrICOKM, CTPOTUM, CMOTPSIIIUNI IIPSIMO IIper,
co0010, OH IIPOIIIeJI CpeAr TOJIIBI, KOTOpas BAPYT



BCS, 3aMETHB €ero, IPUTHXJIA, IIOSHSAJICI Ha [Be
CTYIIEHH IIallePTH ¥ BBICOKO IIOJHSI IIPaBYIO PY-
Ky.

CBAIIEHHUK, BOCIIOJIb30BABIINC, MUHYTOHN
THUIIUHEIL, HaYaJl YUTATh CJIOBA IIPUCATH, ¥ KHA3b
Hukura c1abbIM, HO BHATHBIM TOJIOCOM CTaJl
IIpUCATaTh, KaK IIOMEIIUK 3a cebd M 3a CBOMX
KpecTbsIH HOBOM HMMIlepaTpulle AHHe 10aHHOB-
He, a 3aTeM, KOHYUB IIPUCATY, CIIyCTHUJICS CO CTY-
IIeHel MalepTH, U CHOBAa, He obOpallas HA Ha KO-
o BHUMAaHHd, yIIIeJI I10 opore B II0JIe.

UMHOBHMKA U BOEHHBIX YIOIIaJ B 06AapCKOM
noMe JlaBpeHTHH.



Vil
FOCTb

HI/IKI/ITa de0poBUY, KaK 0OBIKHOBEHHO, CH/IeJI
BeyepoM JoMa B OOJIBIIIOM Kpecje U He TO
Irpesusl HasiBy BOCIIOMMHAHUSIMHU IIPOIILJIOTO, He
TO ApeMaJl, I0TOMY YTO CIIaTh OH He MOT.

Ha pBope KpyTuia MeTesb, C IIOJBETPEHHOM!
CTOPOHBI 3aHOCHUBIIIAg MaJIeHbKUU [OMHUK CHe-
ITOM BBIIlle OKOH. MeTesb >KaJ00HO Ilejla CBOM
O0eCKOHeuHble IIeCHU U OesIbIMU BepTAIUMUCI
IIpU3pakaMH HOCHUJIACh KPYyroM, CJI0OBHO HIIQ, C
KOTOPOM CTOPOHBI BOPBATHLCA €U B )KUJIbe, U Cep-
IAJIacCh, UTO 3TO KUJIbe He IIyCKaJIo ee.

BockoBas cBeda TYCKJIO TOpeJsia Ha CTOJIUKE Y
KpecJia, I'7ie Jiexkasla pasBepHyTast bubsus.

Bapyr B 3TUX OJHOOOpPasHbBIX, HAOEBIIUX U
IIPUYYUBIIUX K cebe yXO0 3ByKaX MeTeJH I10CJIbI-
II1aJICI KaKOM-TO HOBBIM, 3aJOPHBIM, ITPUBXO/S-
IIUH 3BYK. ITO OBLJIM KOJIOKOJBbYHUK U O0yOeHUU-
KU.

Kuasp HukuTa IIPUCIyLIaICS: KOJIOKOJIbYUK
3By4aJI 110/, CaMbIMU OKHaMH.

JlaBpeHTHUH XJIOIIHYJI IBEPhI0 CBOEY KOMHAT-



KU U TSOKeJIbIMU, OBICTPBIMU I1aTaMU I106e’Kasl B
CeHH.

CKOpO B CeHdX IIOCJ/BIIIANHNCE CTYK, KallljIfd-
Hbe U Bo3H4. KT0-TO ImpuexaJl.

Ho Huxkute ®enopoBuuy 6bLI0 6€3pasivyHO.
ITycTs 11pueskarwT! ITO ero, KaK HUYTO JAPYroe,
He MOIJIO UHTEepecoBaTk.

— baTroIka, KHI3UHBbKA, — IIOCJIBIIIAJICA TO-
Joc JlaBpeHTHS, — IIOCMOTPHTEe, IIpHeXas-To
KTO?

B xoMHaTy BXoauI YepeM3UH.

BOJIKOHCKMYM Kak-TO HaIMUcal eMy, U, II0JIY-
YUB 3TO IIUCHMO U y3HaB 000 BCEM CIyYUBIIIEM-
cs1, UepeM3HUH IIpH IIepPBOH K€ BO3MOXKHOCTH CO-
OpaJics U Iprexajl HaBeCTUTh KHA3d HUKUTY.

O6 HCTHHHOM IIOJIOKEHUH «KHA3UHBKU»
JlaBpeHTHUH yCIleJ y)Ke B IlepefHeM [T0JI0KUTH
UepeM3uHy, KOTOPBIH, BIIpOYEM, U II0 ITHCHMY
yoKe oragpIiBasc.

Hukurta ®enopoBud OBICTPO BCTaI HABCTPeUy
TOCTIO ¥ HCIIO//I00bsI B3IJIAHYJ Ha HEro, TOUHO
KOHQY35Ch U CTBIAACH IIpUATes . OH OCTaHOBUII-
CA C ONYIIEHHBIMU PyKaMH, BBIIIPSIMUBIINUCH BO
BeChb POCT...

— BaTromka-6apuH, cajguTech, — 3aroBOPHII



JlaBpeHTHUM, IIOACTAaBJISAA IIOCETUTEI0 CTYJI, —
ceryac g BaM IIPUHECY C JOPOTrHU-TO 3aKyCUTh, Ja
TOPAYEHBbKOI0 Yero-Hubyjb... s ceryac, Cew-
4Jac! — U B3BOJIHOBAHHBIN CTAPUK CJIyTa, IIOJ0U-
pas ciiessl, moberkaJsl 3a ropsI4yeHbKUM.

UepeMsHH cesl IIPOTUB KHA3 HHUKHTEI, KOTO-
PBIII BMECTO PaJ0CTH, BMECTO BCSIKOIO JPYTOro
4yBCTBa, IIPOJ0J/DKAJI OIIYINATE BCe CBOI HEJIOB-
KOCTh, OXBaTHUBIIYK €ro IIpU IIOSIBJIEHUU
HEeXXJJaHHOT0 I'OCTSI.

I9THU [Ba 4eJIOBeKa, CHEBIIIHe C IJ1a3 Ha IJas3
U HavaBIlIHe KOIZa-TO II0YTH BMeCTe )KU3Hb, ObI-
JIA Tellephb COBEPIIIEHHO He II0X0XKHU APYT Ha JpY-
ra. Hukura ®enopoBuu OBLI Xy[, OJIe[leH, U3He-
MO’KEH U e[iBa JeprKaJICI B KO)Ke M KOCTOYKaX,
Kak rosapuBaJl JlaBpeHTHM, YepeM3UH Ke ObLI
PyMsH, 604p, 3[0pOB, BUANMO, IIPUBBLIK BCTpe-
YaThb TOJIBKO YJIBIOKY >KHM3HU M HM30aJIoBaH elo,
KasaJICsl He TOJIBKO CBe)Kee, HO M MOJIOJKE CBOETO
TOBApPHILIA JeTCTBA.

UepeMsHH AyMall, UTO OH CZeJIajl BCe OT Hero
3aBHCdIllee — IIpHUeXaJ 3a TPHUAEBATH 3eMeJIb,
CllelIMaJIbHO I TOr0, YTOOBI HABeCTUTb BoJI-
KOHCKOI'O, [IOMOYb €My H YTeIIUTbL ero, HO Te-
epb BHJEJ, UTO TyT HU IIOMOYb, HHU YTEIlIHUTH



HeJsIb3s. I 4yBCTBO KOH(QY3JIMBOCTH U HEJIOBKO-
CTH CTaJI0 MaJIO-IIOMaJIy OBJIaJieBaTh U MM.

- BoT 6ema — cmaTh He MOTY COBCeM! — IIpO-
H3HeC BAPYT 10Y4eMy-TO KHA3b HUKUTa, KaK’ Oy/-
TO BCe ero rope U 3aKJII04aJIoCh TOJIBKO B 3TOM.

YV YepeMsuHa cep/ile CKaJIOCh IleMsIer0 60-
Jbt0. EMy OGBLJIO HEBBIHOCHUMO >KaJIKO CMOTpPETh
Ha BosikoHckoro. OH TOJILKO Tellepb ITOHSAJ BCe
ero y’kacHoe II0JI0’KeHHe, KOTOpoe U3ajieKa Ka-
3aJI0Ch eMy He TaKUM 6eCIIOMOIIIHBIM.

JlaBpeHTHUY IIpHUHEC 3aKYCUTh.

— Hy, Kax BbI, 6apyUH? — CIIPOCUJ OH YepeM-
3uHa. — Kak wusBosiuTe XUTH? /laBHO Beab He
BH/JIeJIH — C CaMOr0 II0C/IeJHero IIpues/a.

UepeM3uH 6511 6s1aroiapeH JlaBpeHTHI0, UTO
TOT 3aroBOPHJI MU JaJj, TaK CKasaTh, BO3MOX-
HOCTh BBIUTH H3 HEJIOBKOTO MOJIYaHUA. Jleit-
CTBUTEJILHO, TPYAHO ObLI HaYaTh 0 YeM-HUOYb
6eceny. [oBOpUTEL 0 caMOM KHs3e HUKUTe U ero
rope — 3Ha4ywWjiIo ellfe OOJIbIle PacTPaBIATH ero.
O camoM cebe UepeM3HUH 60s71C TOBOPUTD, II0TO-
MY 4TO OBLJI CJIUIIKOM CYACTJIUB, CIUIIIKOM H36a-
JIOBaH CBOEH KU3HBIO.

— XeHUTHCI HU3BOMUIHU? [eTOUKHU eCThb? —
CIIPOCHJI MeXXy TeM JlaBpeHTHIA.



— /Jla, 1 KeHaT U JeTU ecTh, — OTBeTUJ Ye-
PEM3HUH THXO0, TOUHO U3BHHIACH 34 CBOE CUACThE.

— TBI 7)KeHaT? — CIIPOCHUJI BOJIKOHCKUA.

— /Jla, Ha TpyOeIiKoi, IIOMHUINL? U Tebe 004-
3aH 3TUM.

— Kak MHe? — yauBuicd KHA3b Hukura. —
OTuyero MHe?

—/la kak cke! IIOMHHUINB, KOIZ[A g IIpHe3-
’KaJI... — OH X0TeJI CKa3aTh "K BaM", HO yAeprKaJl-
¢, — IIpHes’kajl CIfa, OTYasABIIHCH, YTO MOI
HpuHa IleTpoBHa OyfeT KOrga-HUOYAL MOEN...
Torza crapblii IpHUBEpPeJHUK-KHA3HL — OH KUB 10
CUX IIOp U y’Ke BO MHOI'OM IIepeMeHUJICsT, — He
JKeJjiast OTHaBaTh JA0Yb 38 MEHd, IIPUAPAJICI K TO-
MY, UTO g He Ha [eCdaThb JIeT cTaplie ee, a TOJIbKO
Ha J1eBATh.

— Hy? — cripocui BOJIKOHCKHI, U B €ro IJIa-
3ax IOSIBUJIOCH KaK Oy/ITO BHUMaHUe.

ITOT CBEXXHUH, 3/I0POBBIH rojioc YepeM3uHa U
caM YepeM3uH, TOBOPUBIIKK O BelllaX, COBep-
IIIeHHO IIPOTHBOIIOJIOXKHEIX TOMY, 0 UeM KHA3b
Hukura aymas u30 [HA B JieHb, IIepebuIu ero
IyMBI, BOPBaJIMCh K HEMY U T'OTOBBI ObLIIM OXBa-
TUTH U XO0TS Ha MUT paccesdTh ero.

Hukura ®eropoBUY HEBOJBHO IIOUHMHHJICT



pacckasy rocTs ¥ CTajI CIeAUTh 38 HUM.

X0TsI eMy TOBOPHJIH, YTO BCe 9TO OH [IO/DKEH
OBLJI IIOMHUTB, OJJHAKO, OH HUYero He IIOMHUJI U
CIyIIaa Kak HOBOe, HO TeM He MeHee II0YeMYy-TO
3aHMMaTeJILHOe.

— Hy, B TBI )K€ MHe IIOMOT TOIZa, — IIPOJ0JI-
’KaJl YepeMsHH C 60JIBIIINM 0’KUBJIEHUEM, BH[H,
4YTO ero CJI0Ba IIPOU3BOJAT GJIAaTOIIPUATHOE [[ei-
cTBHe. — Thl MeHs YyrOBOPHJI €XaTh Hasan B [ie-
PeBHIO K cebe U JjaJl MHe C CO00I0 3alle4aTaHHYIo
oyMmary. B Hell g HallleJ pacyeT, II0 KOTOPOMY
BBIXOJMJIO, UTO g cTapiiie MpuHEI [IeTpOBHEI Ha
CTOJILKO MMEHHO JIET, Ha CKOJIbKO TpeboBaJl ee
orell. Tpy6erikoil TOJIBKO pasBesl PyKaMH U CO-
TJIaCHJICH.

— Kak Xe 3TO Tak? — OIIATH CIIPOCUI Bour-
KOHCKHH, IIPU/IBUTASICE.

OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO Paj, UYTO €My TOBOPST O
IIOCTOPOHHEM, H YTO OH MO’KET HaIlIpaBUTL CBOU
MBICJIM Ha 3TO IIOCTOPOHHEE.

- OueHbL IIPOCTO, — IIOSICHUI YUepeMsHH, [ie-
Jlasi BUJ, YTO TYT He OBLJI0 HUYEro CTPaHHOIO B
TOM, 4YTO KHs3b HuKHUTa 3a0bLI 06 3TOM. — BH-
OUINL JIU, 91 popuica B 1689 roxy. B 1727 ropgy,
Korja g >KeHuicsd, VipuHe IleTpoBHe OBLIO [iBa-



IOUaTh 4eBATH jeT. CTapuk Tpy6erjkoii BbIYeJI TO-
rga 1689 m3 1727 u pemm, 4To MHe 38 JIET, II10-
HuMaels? Ho /1ej10 B TOM, UTO S POSUJICA B OK-
Ts16pe. ThI U BCIIOMHMJL, UTO Y Hac 10 1700 roga
HOBBIU I'0J] BCTpeyasd B CEHTI0pe, U TOJIBKO C
9TOTO0 rofia — C gHBapsd. TaKUM 06pasoM BBHIIILIO,
4To B 1699 romy ObLIO ABa OKTI0ps. B mepBbIi
OKTA0pb MHE MUHYJI JIeCATh JIeT, BO BTOPOM —
OJWHHAAIIATh, a B OKTAOpe 1700 roga ObLIO yKe
OBeHaAlaTb. 3Ha4yuT, B 1727 romy MHe ObLIO
TPUALATE [eBATH JeT.. W A OKasaJCad cTraplie
CBOEM HeBeCTHI POBHO Ha [IecATh JieT. OHa JKe Po-
OUJIach B HIOJIE, U II03TOMY OTHOCHTEJIEHO ee He
MOTJIO IIPOM30MTH OIIIMOKH.

—Tak! — r1pousHec BoakoHcku¥. — U
Hey’KeJIU 3TO 4 IIPUAyMaJI Toraa?
— /Jla, THL.

PasroBapuBas TaKUM 06pa3oM, YepeM3HH HU
pasy He HamMeKaJl, HU KOCHYJICS TOr0, YTO MOIJIO
OBl 3aTPOHYTH U pa3bepefUTH AYIIEBHYI0 PaHy
Huxutsl PegopoBuya.

OH IpoOBLI y KHA3S OIIATH HeflesIx iBe U BCe
BpeMs OBbLI pasTOBOPYMBLIM U 3aHUMaTeIbHBIM.
OH 3Ha/J, 4TO IIOMOYbL BOJIKOHCKOMY HHYEM
HeJIb35, & MO’KHO OBLIIO TOJIBKO OGJIETYUTH €ro



HpaBCTBEHHBIe CTPajaHusd, U 3TO 06JIer4yeHue Co-
CTOSUIO JIMIIBL B TOM, YTOOBI II0 BO3MO>KHOCTH
paccedTs ero.

OH 3BaJ1 HUKUTY K cebe.

— Kyna mHe! — rpycTHO oTBeTHI HukuTa Pe-
JopoBUY, X YepeMsHH IIepeBeJl PasroBOp Ha
OPYIYIO TEMY.

Uepes [Be HeJeJIM OH yeXall K cebe B Jlepes-
HIO, K CBOeli HMpuHe [leTpoBHe, JIOOAIEN U JIIO-
OMMOH, C KOTOPOIO B IIEPBBIH pa3 I10CJIe CBaJbObI
paccrasics, 4To6bl HaBeCTUTh Apyra. OH HeBOJIb-
HO CTpeMMJICA K HeM, K CBOeM CYaCTJIUBOM, TH-
XOM >KU3HU. Tellepb OH UyBCTBOBAJ ellle IJIy6Ke,
elre ocg3aTeJIbHEeM TO CYacThe, KOTOPOe BBIIAJIO0
Ha €ero JI0JIIO.

ITpuesy YepemsuHa ocBeXUJI HUKUTY Pefo-
poBuua.

OH c JlaBpeHTHEM IIPOBOJUJI TOCTS, KaK OJIHS3-
KOro, KaK poJHOTO Ye/I0BeKa.

— M mocMoTpIo 4 Ha Bac, KHISUHbKA, — CKa-
3aJs JlaBpentuni Hukure denopoBuuy, — 3a 4TO
cyab6a ciera Tak! OT4Yero ApyruM cyacTbe 37ech
IIOCBhLIaeTCd, a BaM He JIaHO OHO? YeM, IIpaB[a,
nporHeBuId BEI ['ocrioma? KaskeTcs, Apyroro Ta-
KOIO s ¥ He BHUJBIBaJ, a BOT A00poTa Balla He



uMeeT Harpagell. VK g B Tak AyMaJsl: IIpaBja,
eCTb HeCYacTJ/IMBEIe, U eIlle HecyacTHee Balllero,
Ila HaM-TO OT 3TOr0 pasBe Jierye... jierde pas-
Be? — C COKpYIIeHKeM IIOBTOPUJI OH.

Hukura ®emopoBuUY CcHUzeJ, OIIYCTUB I'OJIOBY
Ha PyKH, U 3ayMUYUBO CJIyILIaJI CTapHKa CIIYTY.

— TrI xasieelllb MeHs, — BIPYT CKa3ajl OH, —
HaxXOUIIIb HeCYaCTHBIM, IIOTOMY UTO Y Hac OBLI
I0OpBIi yesl0BeK, KOTOPOMY 371eCh, Ha 3eMJIe, XO-
po1o JKuBeTcd. BOT THI B MeHS I10’KaJIesl. A 4ero
JKaJsieTb MeHA? S He >xasero. Hezosro ocrasuiocs.
A 3mech JKU3HBL BCe PAaBHO — MCIIBITAHUE, U
eMy, — OH TOBOpHJ IIpo YepeM3nHa, — B €ro
cYacTbe HUCIBITaHWEe, U MHE B MOEM I'ope — TOXKe
ucnelTaHue. M ero UCIIBITaHUE TOpasfo TPyLHee
Mmoero. Hert, )xajieTb MeHS He HY)KHO... He HYX-
HO, JlaBpeHTH! — 3aKJIIOYMWII KHA3L Hukurta U
CHOBAa 3aJyMaJics.

JlaBpeHTHUH B3IVIAHYJI Ha HEro MoJI4a, B3/I0X-
HYJI U yIIleJ K cebe.

Bckope 1mocie orbesma YepemsuHa Hukura
denopoBUY, 06JIETUEHHBIN HEHaJ0JII0 B CBOEM
CTpajlaHuU, CHOBA OBLII 0XBayeH UM, U CHOBA €ro
MBICJIH COCPeOTOUMINCE Ha IIpe)XHeM, U HeayT
3aBJIafiesI UM.



Vil
CHOBA B NETEPBYPI'E

Ta caMmasa AHHa MoaHHOBHA, He3HaUUTeJIbHad
TeploTuHg MaJleHbKoN KypJusaHauu, KoTopas
cozepskajacb B MuraBe M3 IIOJIUTHYECKUX BU-
OB, Y KOTOPOY HUKTO He CIIPaBJSAJICI, He CIIpa-
IIUBaJ, HPpaBUTCA JU el caMOU TOCKAa U CKYKa,
KOTOPYI0 OHA KCIILITHIBAJIA, IIPOBOLS JIYUIIIHE TO-
IbI B3allepTH, — Ta caMas replorvuHsg AHHA, KO-
Topad pobesia rpes; MeHIITUKOBBIM U IIpHe3yKajla
B IleTepOypr XJI0II0TaTh 32 CBOero MopHuiia 1 Ko-
TOPOH 3aIlpeTH/IU AyMaTb 0 MoOpHIle U BesejHn
CHOBA eXaTh B HEHAaBUCTHOE el «CBOe» IepIIor-
CTBO, — Ta camMmagd, KOoTopasgd TaK HeJaBHO eIle
6emHsIaCh, JKajloBaJlach Ha CBOIO Cy[Ib0Y, HE BH-
Ilejla BBIXOZa BIIEpeIH B CO "BIOBBLUM CHUPOT-
CTBOM" IIEPEHOCHJIa CBOE II0JIO’KeHHEe — TeIephb
BIPYr CTajJa MOTIYIIeCTBEHHOU TIoCyZapblHeNR
Poccumn.

O6CcTOsATEIHCTBA CIIOKUIUCH TaK, UTO YeM 3a-
OuTee, UeM yHIDKeHHee Obljla yZaJleHHas OT IBO-
pa ¥ Bcex ero UHTpUT Io4yb MoaHHa AJIeKCeeBU-
4a, pogHOr0o 6paTta umiieparopa IleTpa, TeM OKa-



3aJIach BepHee M HaJleoKHee lopora ee K Poccuit-
CKOMY IIPECTOJIY.

ITo cmepTu IleTpa II wieHB BepXOBHOIO Tau-
HOI'O COBeTa PAacCCyAHJIH OrPaHHYUTHL HMMIIepa-
TOPCKYIO BJIACTHL U IIOJIYYUTEL JIEBHUHYIO YacTh B
yIIpaBJI€HHH TOCYTapCTBOM.

— BaTmomkKy Mou, IpubaBbTe HaM KaK MOXK-
HO 0oJIbIlle BOJIM! — CJIBIIIAJIOCH TOT/A Ha COBe-
LIaHUAX.

U1 BOT OblIIa M30paHa CMHUpPeHHas, KaK AyMa-
JIY, IPUBLIKIAS K IIOJUHHEHHI0 repIioruHa Kyp-
JITHJCKas1, TO eCTh JIMI[0, KOTOpOe BIIOJIHE COOT-
BETCTBOBAJIO IJIaHAM «BEPXOBHHUKOB», KaK Ha-
3BIBAJIM TOTZA TOCIIOJ, 3aXBAaTHBIIINUX B CBOH PY-
KU BJIACTb.

Ei1 mtocsiaHbl 6611 B MUTaBy IIpUTJIAllleHUS
U OrpaHUYHTeJbHbIE IIYHKTBLI, KOTOpPBLIE OHa
I,0JKHA OBbLIa IOAIIUCATh.

Anna HMoaHHOBHA, IOAIIMCAaB IYHKTHI, SIBH-
jJack B MoOCKBY rocyzapblHeil. Ho KakK TOJIBKO
BepXOBHas BJIACTHb IlepecTasza OBITH OTBJIEYEH-
HOIO, BOIUIOTHJIACh B >KHBOE JIHIIO, TaK BCIKHeE
MyZpble U XUTPble OTPaHHUYEHHs IaJIh CaMH CO-
6oro. AHHa MloaHHOBHA IBUJIaCh TOCyAapbIHEeN, U
Poccus, BOIIpeKH «BEpXOBHHKaM», HasBaja ee



caMojiep;KaBHOIO, IIOTOMY 4YTO He XOTeJjla M He
MOTJIa II0JII00UTH IPYIVIO BIACTh.

OrpaHUYUTe/IbHbIe IIYHKTHI OBIIM pa3opBa-
HBI, «BEPXOBHUKU» IIOJUUHUIUCHL 0e3 BO3pake-
HUM, U AHHAa MloaHHOBHA KOPOHOBAJIACH €IMHO-
BJIACTHOI0O M caMoOjiep;KaBHOIO. IIolyueHHEIe €0
B MOJIOZIOCTH IIpe/icCKa3aHUsl 0 KOpOHe COBLIUCE.

ITepBEIe ABa rojia CBOETrO ITapCTBOBAHUS AHHA
IIpoBeJia B 6eCIIOKOMCTBe B MOCKBe, He 3Hasd, Ha-
CKOJILKO CHJIbHA OHA, U HAaCKOJBKO Cepbe3Ha Ta
OIIACHOCTb, KOTOpPass MO>KeT BO3SHUKHYTEH OT IO-
TOBBIX C K&KALIM THEM IIOSIBUTHCS IIPUABOPHBIX
UHTPUI.

JTO 6eCIIOKOMHOe, IIepeX0/fHOe COCTOsTHHE Ha-
KOHeIT BBIICHHUJIOCH K KOHITY BTOPOTO roza. I'yias-
Hasd Hafle)kza Oblia Ha rBap/Aulo, B IIpeJaHHOCTH
KOTOPOM HeJsIb3sd OBLIIO y>Ke COMHEBAThCs, U AH-
Ha HMoaHHOBHa pellmjach Iepeexarb B lleTep-
Oypr Ha IIOCTOSHHOE >KUTEJIbCTBO, CO CIIOKOM-
HBIM CepJlleM OKaHYMHBasi CBOe BpeMeHHOe, Tpe-
BO’KHOe IIpeObIBaHMe B MOCKBe.

Top>KeCTBEeHHEBIN Bbe3] UMIIEpaTPUILl B Ile-
TepOypr COCTOSICSA B HauaJjie sHBaps 1732 roja.

AnHa MMoaHHOBHA II0CEJIMJIaCh B CTAPOM 3HM-
HeM [IBOpIle U y>Ke Ha CB0OOOJe yCTpoHJa CBOIO



’KH3HB TaK, KaK €M X0TeJIOCh.

[Jlesta TocyiapCTBeHHEIE Belasl yUpesKIeHHBIN
€10 BMECTO IIpe’KHero BepXOBHOTO coBeTa KabH-
HeT MUHUCTPOB.

CoBepIlleHHO HEeIIOAT0TOBJIEHHAs K TOMY Me-
CTy, KOTOpOe Ccyab0a IIpefHasHauyuWIa e, AHHA
HoaHHOBHA 3aHHMaJach C ropasfo OO0JIbIIEl0
OXOTOI0 CBOMMH JIMYHBIMU [lejlaMU. Y B 9THUX
JIMYHBIX fejlaX OblI OJAMH MaJIeHbKUM YTOJIOK,
OBLIIO OZHO BOCIIOMUHaHMe, KOTOPOe He pa3 yrKe
OPUXOIUIIO €M B TOJIOBY C TeX II0pP, KaK OHA CTa-
JIa BCEMOTYIIEI0 II0BeJIUTeILHUIIEH.

MHorue u3 TeX, IIPOTHUB KOIO OHa IIpeXK[e
UMeJla YTO-HUOYAb, IIOJYUYUIN YoKe, II0 ee MHe-
HUI0, «OJDKHOe», HO ArpadeHa BecTyKeBa, II0
MY>Ky KHATUHSA BOJIKOHCKas, JKUJIa, COCJIaHHAasd B
MOHACTBIph: ee «JeJyio» OBbLI JaBHBIM-aBHO 3a-
KOHYEHO U PacCMOTPEHO, U JJI1 er0 BO30OHOBIIe-
HUs He O6bUIO IoBoja. ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa co
CBOMM MOHACTBIPCKUM >KUTHEM KaK-TO YXOAUjIa
U3-TI0[ BJIACTU HOBOI rOCyJaphIHU, CTAHOBUJIACH
IUI1 Hee KaK OBl HelocaraeMo, CJIOBOM, K Hel
HeJIb351 OBLIO ITOJOMTHU HU C KAKOW CTOPOHBL.

"A re ee MyX?" — BCIIOMHWJIA OJHAXKIBLI AH-
Ha.



ER 010KWIH, 4TO OH — CJIaO0YMHBIH, IIPO-
JKUBaeT y cebd B lepeBHe.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHa IIpHKasaja IIPeICTaBUTH
KO JIBOPY «CJIa60yMHOTO» KHS3 BOJTKOHCKOTO U
caMa Halrrcasa o ToM B MockBY, K CaJITEIKOBY.

C 3THM IIMCBMOM IIOCKaKaJl HapOYHBLIN B
MockBy, ¥ Ca/ITBIKOB IIOCIIEIINI MCIIOJTHUTH
IIpUKa3aHue rocyJapblHU.

B ¢eBpajie B IpUABOPHOMN OpaHIKepee CO3pe-
JIA aHaHachl. AHHa MoaHHOBHA CO BCeM CBOUM
IITaTOM e3[IHJIa CMOTPETH 3Ty JUKOBUHKY, TOJIb-
KO UTO IIOIBUBIIYIOCSI U3 KapKUX CTpaH, caMa
COOCTBEHHOPYYHO Cpesajla [Ba aHaHaca H,
OCTaBIIUCHh OYEHb [OBOJIbHA 3THM, BEpHYJIaCh
BO JIBOpeI] Becesias U B IyXe.

TaMm el BApyTr CTaJO ’Kajb CBOEr0 XOPOIIIero
pacrionokeHus. OHa B IOJIIeHb Ioo6efasa, 10
y>KMHa ellle ObLJIO JjajJeKo, a JieslaTh, Kas3aJocCh,
pelrTeNbHO 6bI0 Heyero, 1 AHHa MoaHHOBHA
0osiy1ach, UTO €U CTaHEeT CKYYHO.

CIIpocUTh c1acTed U eCTb OHa He MOIJIA, IIO-
TOMY YTO IIOKyIllajla B OpaH)Kepee aHaHacCa; 3a-
CTaBUTH QpeMNH IeThb, — HO TOIJa HUYero He
OCTaHeTcsd K Beuepy. IIo BeuepaM 0GBLIKHOBEHHO
OHa 3aCTaBJisLIa QPeMINH TEIUTH Cebs IIeHUEM.



OHa yXe HauyWHajla XMYPUTHCA, KaK BIPYT
pacropoltHas, rosopjuBasg ABHOThS MBaHOBHA.
UepHEbIllleBa, CTOIBIIAA § ee Kpecja U CJIeUB-
masg 3a BBIpaKeHHEeM BO BCeX II0JPOOHOCTAX
H3YYeHHOI0 JIMIIa TOCYLaphIHU, CKa3asla Kak pas
BOBpeMs:

— MartyIika uMItepaTpulia, cerogqHs us Mock-
BBl IIpUBe3JId CIa00yMHOIO — KHA31 HUKUTY
IIPUBES3JIH.

JIurto AHHEI M0aHHOBHBI 0’KUBUJIOCH.

— YTO0 X paHbllle MHe HUKTO He cKasai? —
BOCKJIMKHYyJIa OHa.— IIpuBenuTe ero, IIpUBEIU-
Te!

HeckoyibKO QpelyinH GPOCHUIUCH HCIIOJIHATH
3TO IIpUKa3aHue.

Kua3ga Hukuty BBesn, U AHHa HMoaHHOBHa
OCTaHOBWJIA HA HEM [OJITHUI-OJITHUI, Ka3aBIIIHA-
€ HAaCMEIJIMBBIM B3IJIA/L.

OH CTOsLI, IJIAA IPIMO IIpef, cO0010 U, Kasa-
JIOCh, He TOJIBKO He o6palliajl HU Ha 4YTO BHUMa-
HU4, HO Ja’Ke He IIOHUMAJI, Ile OH U 4TO C HUM.
I'J1asa ero 0CTaHOBUJIUCE IZle-TO CBePXY, IIOBBIIIIE
AHHBI, JIUIT0 OB CEPHE3HO, TOJHLKO POT CIIOXKHUJI-
Cs1 B HeeCTeCTBeHHYIO, )KaJIKYI0 YJIBIOKY.

C Tex IIOp KakK ero OJHOTO, 3aIlpeTUB eXaTh C



HUM JIaBpeHTHI0, B3I U3 [JePeBHU, U OH 0YY-
TUJICA B TEMHOM, Y3KOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE BO3Ka, OT-
Ky/Zla ero He OTIIyCKAaJIX BCIO JOPOTY, OH IIOTEPSLI
BCsIKOe CO3HaHUe OKPY’Karolliero.

JK13HB, K KOTOPOM OH IIPUBLIK B IIOCJIeSHUE
4YeThIpe I'o/ia, TO eCTh C TeX II0P KaK B3sJIA Y HEro
’KeHYy U ChIHa, 6bLIa IepeduTa. OH eIMHCTBEHHO
XO0TeJI ABUTAaThCd U BCe XOJUJI, BCe XOIWI, U OT
9TOH XO0/ILOBI, OT YTOMJIEHUS TEJIECHOTO, eMY CTa-
HOBHWJIOCH JIyYlIlle, U AyllleBHas 00JIb CTUXaJla, U
MBICJIM OBLJIM ICHEe; HO KOT/Ia €0 BAPYT 3aIlepJin
B TeMHBIU BO30K, JIUIIWIN CBeTa U JIBUKEHUS,
MBICJIA €r0 OCTaHOBUMJIUCEH, IIOTOM PAaCCHIIIaJIHCE,
pacTrasiiy, 1 OH BOBCe II0TePsjI CO3HaHUe.

Kus13b OB IpUBE3€eH C yTpa, eMY AaJId IIPO-
THUCBH II0 CaZy U, KaKeTCsl, 00JIMIIN TOJIOBY XOJIO/-
HOH BOJ0OM; HO OH BCe-TaKKW HUKOI'O He y3HaJI, KO-
IZla BBeJIU eT0 K UMIlepaTpuUrie.

— Hy, 3gpaBcTBY, KHI3b! — JIaCKOBO IIPOUS-
HecJIa OHa. — AJIb He y3HaJI MeHd?

Hukura ®emopoBUY He TOJIBKO He y3HAJI ee,
HO Ja’ke He CJIbIIAJI ee rooca. OH Io-IIpeKHe-
MY CTOSUL, YKaJIKO YJIbI0asiCh, 1 CMOTpPeJI IpeJ CO-
6ot10.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA I10ZI0K/IaJIa.



— /la 0TBeTh UTO-HUOYAb! — CKasajsla OHa Ha-
KoHeIl. — ThI TJIyXOHeMOH CTaJI, YTO JIH?

U BApPYT Ha CIIOKOMTHOM, BOCKOBOM JIUIle KHH-
39 HUKUTEI IOIBUJIOCH BBIpa)keHUe HEU3bICHU-
MOM KpPOTOCTH, OH TOYHO, IIPOCHUSI BeCh U elle
YJIBIOHYJICS.

— ArpadeHyInKal — TPOTSDKHBIM, TOJITHM,
THUXUM IIIeII0TOM CKa3aJIy ero I'yohl.

JTO JIULO, ITOT IIEIIOT, 3Ta KPOTOCTH U YJIBIO-
Ka ObLIM TpOraTesbHbI, )KAJIKHU U 0eCIIOMOIIIHBI;
HO HUKOMY U3 IIPUCYTCTBYRIIIUX He I10Ka3aJINCh
OHU TaKUMH, WIH, BepHee, HUKTO U3 IIPUCYT-
CTBYIOIIMX He CcyeJ YMECTHBLIM II0Ka3aTh, KaKoe
BIleUaTJIeHUE IIPOU3BOIUII 3TOT YeJI0BeK, IIpHBe-
3eHHBIM Bor 3HaeT OTKyja, II0 KalpHu3y CBOe-
BOJIBHOM ITOBEJIUTEILHUIIBI.

OpHako MoJsiofible QPeMINHBI OIYyCTHJIM IJIa-
3a; UM XO0TeJIOCh IJIaKaTh, U OHU MEICJIEHHO YXKe
YUTAJIU MOJUTBY, UYTOOBI IIPOILIO IS HUX OJIa-
TOIIOJIyYHO 3TO UCHEBITAHME.

Opmxa ToibKO AHHA MoaHHOBHA IIPOAoJDKala
TOP>KECTBYIOIIle BecesI0o CMOTPeTh Ha KHsA31 Hu-
KUTY.

"A Begb THI 3HaJIa €ro, — I/e-TO IJIYXO T'OBO-
PWI B HeM KaKOH-TO TI0JIOC, — 3HAJIa COBCEM



HHBIM U He 0KH/JaJjIa, YTO OH CTaJ TaKuUM. Torga
OBLIO pyTOe, TOIZa OH MOJIOZOM OBLI, Ha JIOIIA-
Y, B IPKOM IIIeJIKOBOM KaTaHe; II0TOM C KHU-
ToM y OKHa; HO ¥ THI ObLIa TOTAa Apyrasd...”

Iyt Ilegpuaao B CBOEM IIECTPOM KaM3oJIe
BAPYT HAaIJIO IOAOIIe] K BOJKOHCKOMY H, IIO-
CMOTpPEB €My B IJIa3a, XJIOIIHYJI II0 IIJIeYy, a 3a-
TeM CTaJI C HUM PSZOM.

— A TBI, KH3b, IIOBBIIIE MOEro OymeIlb, —
9TO XOPOIII0! — O06PUTETIBLHO CKa3asl OH.

Hudero He 6bIJI0 HU CMEIITHOTO, HU OCTPOYM-
HOTO B 3THUX IIPOCTBIX M IPyOBIX CJI0BaX, HO AH-
Ha HMoaHHOBHA BAPYI pPacKaTHIaCh TPOMKHM,
HeyJep>KUMBIM CMeXOM, Kak OYATO 3TOT CMex
IaBHO y>Ke OBLII TOTOB COPBAThLCA Y Hee, HO TOJIb-
KO paHblile He OBLJIIO K HEMY HU MaJIeUIllel IIPHU-
YHHEI, a Telephb SIBUIaCh BO3MOXXHOCTL — UM OHa
paja 6pl1a IPHUAPaTHCS.

U Bciien 3a He0 KPyroM 3aX0XOTaJId BCe, 3a-
X0XOTaIx HeeCTeCTBEHHO, IIPUTBOPHO. ['poMue 1
roJIoCHCTee BcexX cMmestcs Ilegpuinio.

Cpemu aTOro cMexa, KOTOPBIM BAPYT IIOPA3HJI
KHs1351 HUKHUTY CBOUM 0COOEHHBIM, JaBHO y>Ke He
CIBIXaHHBIM UM raMoOM, B TYMaHe, 3aCTH/IaBIIeM
MBICJIU KHA34, BAPYT CTall 06pa3oBBIBATHCSA CBET-



JIBIH IIPOMEXKYTOK.

"I';me g1, 4TO CO MHOX? — aymaJi oH. — Kyna g
II0I1aJI, ¥ KTO 3TH JIFOaU?"

1 oH cTaJsI IIpUCTaJIbHO BCMAaTPHUBATELCI B XO-
XOTAaBIIYIO IIpeJ HUM, C TPYAOM y3HaBas B 3TOH,
KasaBIlIeHcsd CTaplle CBOMX TPHZAIATH BOCHMH
JIET, PaCTOJICTEBIIEH >KEeHII[UHE C OrPOMHBIM
KPaCHBIM JIOCHAIIHUMCS JIUIIOM IIPEKHIOI I'ePII0-
ruHo KypissHzackyro, AHHY NoaHHOBHY.

Y Hor ee fgpojkaja, pobes U ¢ UCIIyTOM OIJIA-
IBIBAsICb Ha CMEIIUXCA JIIJeH, KaK Obl CIIpa-
IIMBasg, 4YTO C HUMH, MaJeHbKas cobauka-jie-
BpeTKa.

AnHa HMoaHHOBHA IlepecTajla CMESITCS, Ma-
JIO-TIOMaJIy TOYHO YZep>KHBasiCh, H CZeJiajla BHUL,
4TO OTHpPAET C IJIa3 BEICTYIHMBIIIHE OT CMeXa CJIe-
3bl, TaK y>K BCe 3TO OBLI0 3a6aBHO el. HakoHery
OHa OITyCTHJIa PYKH Ha KoJIeHa U II0BHHYJIa HO-
I BIIepe[, CJIOBHO OT yCTaJIOCTH. JIeBpeTKa, KO-
TOPYIO OHAa 3a/ieJIa, YyTh OTOABHHYIACh BIIEPe/.

— AX, U ThI 3[leCb? — 06paTUjIach K Hell UM-
neparpuna. — Hy, IIoAu-Ka, KyCH, KCH, OOM>Ka-
I0T! — IIpOHM3HecJa OHa IIPUTBOPHO-’KaJOOHBIM
T0JIOCOM, ITOKa3kIBas Ha KHA3I HUKUTY.

— KycH... KCH... KCC...— IIOCJBIIIAJI0CHL KPY-



TOM.

JleBpeTKa ellle 60Jibllle cropbuia CBO U 6e3
TOTr0 rop6aTyro, TOHKYI0 CIIMHY ¥, 00epHYBIINCh
C OCKaJIeHHBIMHU 3y6aMH II0 CTOpPOHAM, MeJJIeH-
HO Ilepebupas JlallkaMy, II0/0NIa K KHA310 Hu-
KUTe U 3aBUJIs1JIa XBOCTOM.

OH HUKAaK He MOT IIOHATh, YTO BCE 3TO 3HAUU-
JIO.

B 3TO BpeMs c3afu Hero IIOC/BIIIAJICA IIyM
OBICTPO PacTBOPEHHOM [Bepu, U YepHBbIIlIeBa
BOerkasla cTpeMmryiaB. AHHa MoaHHOBHa B3JpOT-
HyJla U C UCIIyTOM W I'HEBOM B3IJIIHYyJIa Ha Hee.
Ho Ta He cMyTHIaCh.

— IIucbMO OT ero cusaTenbCTBa rpada bupo-
Ha, — CMeJIO IIPOTOBOpUJIA OHA, I10/iaBas IIHCh-
MO.

Temepb y’ke MCTUHHOE, HACTOSAIEE Y/IOBOJIb-
CTBHE OCBETHJIO JIMII0 UMIIepaTpHUIIbl; OHA IIO-
CIIEIITHO BBIXBAaTWJIa IIMCBMO U3 PyK YepHBIIile-
BOHM U, CJleJIaB 3HAK, 4TOObI BCe BBIILIM, CTaJja
pacredaTsIBaTh €ro.

YexaBIIHI HeHA0JIT0 K KYPJITHACKON I'PaHU-
Ile, HaBCTpedy CBOeH ceMbe, HEJLAaBHO II0’KaJIO-
BaHHBIM rpa¢ Poccuiickoit UMIlepUH, obep-Ka-
Meprep M IIepBOe JIUII0 Tellepb B I'OCYAAPCTBE,



dpHcT HMoraHH BUpoH mHcasl, YTO HAa JHAX Bep-
HeTcd B [leTepOypr.

Kua3rw Hukurte IokKasaJad OTBeJeHHYIO eMy
BO JBOpIie, BHU3Y I10 KOPULOPY, KOMHATY. IIpuas
CIO[Ia, OH He 3aMeTHJI, YTO MaJIeHbKas JIeBpeTKa
yBg3ajlaCb 3a HUM M IIPOILIMEBITHYJIa B JBepb.
OHa 11oI1ajsIach €My II0/] HOTH, HO OH He 06paTHI
BHUMAaHUI.

OH ceJI Ha CBOIO IIOCTEJIb H, OIIyCTUB Ha KOJIe-
HU PyKH, 3agyMasicd. Telleps OH y3HAJI JBOpEL,
y3Has AHHY M0aHHOBHY U IIOHSJI, YTO OH B Ile-
TepOypre.

OH ycIIesI CIIPOCUTE IIPO JIaBpeHTHd, eMy CKa-
3aJIH, YTO TYT HUKAKOIo JJaBpeHTHA HeT.

Kua3p Hukura He pasbupall, 3aueM OH CHOBa
noman B IleTepbypr, 3aueM ero IIpUBesJ/IH CHO/A;
00 3TOM OH peIlnJI II0AyMaTh II0CJIe, KaK TOJIbKO
pasbepeTrca CHayajla B JIPYIOM KaKOM-TO HYX-
HOM BoIIpoce. YT0-TO B I'0JI0Be BEPTeJIOCh ¥ HEero
Ba’KHOe, HO OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTh.

"Jla, Tie oHa?" — Kak OyATO BCIIOMHWJI OH, U
9TO0, Ka3ayIoCh, OBIJIO TO CaMoOe, YTO HY>KHO OBLIO0
BCIIOMHUTH, HO OH IIOYTH ceHyac >Ke 3a0bLI
OIIATh.

— AX, HeT, — IIPOIOBOPHJI OH BCJIYX H CMOP-



LIWJT JIUIT0, — OFWH, OJUH 9 — BOT YTO, BOT YTO
Hazmo pemruTh! HUKOro Begb HET, B IIOTOBOPUTH
Jlaske He C KeM.

OH HeCKOJIBKO pa3 OTMaxHyJICA OT cebs py-
KOI0, CJIOBHO XOTeJI IIPOrHATh MYXY, CHOBA II0JIO-
>KHJI pyKH Ha KoJIeHa U 3aTHX.

JleBpeTKa [AaBHO yrKe CHesJa IIPIMO IIpef
HUM Ha II0JIy ¥, OyATO CTapasCh 3arjJgHyTh eMy B
rj1a3a, YMUJILHO IIOMaXHUBaJIa XBOCTOM.

HakoHel] OHa, IIOHSB, [JOJ/DKHO OBITh, YTO
KHs3b BCe-TaKM He 3aMeuaeT ee, OBICTPO IIPHII-
HyJa B IIOCTeJb H, ApOoKa U IPIDKUMAsACh K
HeMy, CYHyJIa MOPJAOYKY K er0 PyKe M OCTOPOXK-
HO, KakK OBl CIIpallluBas, MOXXHO JIH, — JIM3HYJIa
9Ty PYKY.

Hukura ®efopoBHY He HCIIYTaICd U He OT-
HAI pyKy. OH C yAUBJIEHHUEM B3IJIAHYJ Ha 3TY
MaJIeHBbKYI0 C00auKy, BAPYT, BUAHUMO, Cpasy IIO0-
YYBCTBOBABIIIYIO ’Ka/IOCTh K HEMY U IIPH/IaCKaB-
1Iy1o ero. /la, 0Ha poOKo, I10-CBOEMY, I10-cobaybe-
My, IpAJIacKasa ero. 1 aTo ObLJIO eUHCTBEHHOE
CYIIIeCTBO, OTHecIIeecsd K KHI3I0 3[IeCh [pyrKe-
JIF06HO; 3TO OBbLIa IlepBasd JIacKa, IT0JIydeHHass UM
B II0C/IefHIe YeThIpe rojal

JleBpeTKa YMHBIMH, BEIPA3UTEILHEIMHU IJIa3a-



MH CMOTpeJIa Ha Hero.

"Thl He OJWH, Thl He OJUH", — OYATO T'OBOPHU-
JIM 3TH IJ1a3a.

BOJIKOHCKHIT HEBOJILHO CTaJl IJIaJUTh cobad-
Ky, 1 OHAa, CO3HaBas, YTO JlaCKa €l IIPHHATA, U
IIPUTOM, KaK J0JDKHO, CHOBA CTajla JIM3aTh IJIa-
OUBIIIYIO €e PYKY.

UTO0-TO AaBHO HEM3BeCTHOE 3allleBeJINJIOCH B
IPYAU KH351 HUKUTEIL, 1aBHO He3HAaKOMEBIe, Tell-
JIBIe CJIe3bl IT0Kasa/IMCh Yy Hero Ha Ijlasax M IIO-
TeKJIH, IIPUHOCA U Iledaslb, U 06JIeTYeHHe.

Ero ocraBuIM B IIOKOe TPH JHH, KaK OYATO 3a-
OBLIM O HEM.

OH ysHaJI, 4TO rpad BUPOH BepHYJICSI C Kyp-
JITHJICKOM TPaHUIIbl U Telepb OBLI IIPU TOCYZa-
PBIHE.

"A BeJb The-To ObLI TYT, B IleTepOypre, Mo
ZIOM... Halll I0M, — IIogyMas KHA3b Hukwura, u
HOBBIM IIPMJIMB TOCKHM OXBATHJI €r0 IIPU 3TOM
BOCIIOMUHaHUU. — [loliTH pasBe, OTHICKATh
ero? — Ho 4yepes MHUHYTY OH IIOAyMaJI:- ['0CIIONH,
BCe 3TO — TOMJIEHHE /IyXa, O[{HO TOMJIEHHE JyXa.
Korpa ke, xorga IpuzieT ocBo6oXKgeHHUe?... I1o-
cKopel Obl, Imockopei! I'ocmonu, f1a 6ygeT BOJIA
TBosa!"



ITox, KoHel TpeThero AHSA OH XOLWJI HMCKATh
CBOM /I0OM, HO HMKaK He MOI HAaWTH ero " Ja’ke
IIpe’KHero MecTa He y3HaJl.

Kuasr BepHyJICI BO JABOpell. BoIpoc: 3auem
OH IIomaJI B IleTepOypr, TaK U OCTaJICA [JIg HEro
HepeIleHHBIM, IIOTOMY YTO [IJI1 HEro OIIATh Ha-
CTYIIMJIa II0TePs CO3SHaHU.

YT0 OBLIO IIOTOM, B CKOJIBKO IIPOIIIO BpeMe-
HU — BOJIKOHCKHI He IIOMHHJL.

HOBBIfI CBETJIBIA IIPOMEXYTOK SIBHJICA K
HeMy, KOoI7la OH yBHJeJI ce6s1 B INTOPHOM KOMHA-
Te ABOpIia C II030JI0TOM M 3epKaJlaMH, CUAAIIIAM
II0YeMY-TO B KpecJie, IIOCTaBJIEHHOM B HOrax Ky-
IIIeTKH, Ha KOTOPOM IIojysIekasa AHHa MoaH-
HOBHa. Herlofasieky Ha IIOJIy CHAEJ Ha KOPTOY-
Kax myT IleApH/Io; psLoM C HUM — KaJIMbIYO-
HOK. UepHBIIlIeBa CTOs/Ia Y IIeUKU U 6e3 YMOJIKY,
KakK 3aBeJleHHas, TapaTOpHJIa.

B nBepu Bxogui rpad bupoH. KaIMBIYOHOK U
4JeJI0OBEK B IIECTPOM KaM3oJsle (KHA3b HUKUTa He
3HaJI, YTO 3TO — IlefpuiIo) OBICTPO BCKOYUIHA
IpH €ero IOsBJIEHHWH. BHPOH IIOKOCHJICI Ha
OCTaBILIET0Cs CIIOKOMHO CHEeTh Ha CBOEM MecCTe
Huxkuty ®efopoBuYa, II0A0IIE] K UMIIepaTpHIle
U IIOYTHUTEJILHO II0I1eI0BaJI e PYKY.



— Celtuac 6bL1 B cCeHaTe, — 3arOBOPUJI OH II0-
HeMeIIKH.

— Hy, uto TaM? — crnpocuiia AHHa 0aHHOB-
Ha.

— 3TO HEBO3MOJKHO, HeCJBIXaHHO, KOJIOC-
canpHO! Korza g HegaBHO B KypiissHIMY e3mur —
BCe MOCTHI OBLIM HUKY/Aa He TOAHBI, U KapeTa
MO COBCEM HCIIOPTHJIACK. S IIpU3Bajl CEHATOPOB
U CKasaJI, YTO g BeJII0 X JJI1 UCIIPaBJIeHUI BMe-
CTO MOCTOB II0JIO’KUTh.

T'ocymapreiaga paccMesiach.

—JS BOT MM B CeHaToOphl KHA3A HUKUTy
laM, — CKasajla OHa, — KH4A3b HUKUTA, X0Uelllb
B CEHATOPHI?

— Hert, He X04y, — COBepIlIeHHO IIPOCTO OTBeE-
T Hukura ®eopoBUY c1a6bIM I'OJI0COM.

HM1tepaTpuIia elre 60JbIlle paccMesach.

KHa3p HukuTa cosHaBaJl TeIlepb Bce OKpYyrKa-
Iolllee, HO YyBCTBOBAJI BO BCEM TeJIe YAUBUTEJIb-
HyI0 cgabocTh. OH TOBOPUII C TPYZAOM. B rosose,
BO BCeX MYCKyJIaxX JIUIfa, a IJIaBHOe, B 3aTBLLIKE
OH OII1yI1aJI HOKIIYI0 60JIe3SHEHHYI0 YCTal0CTh.

Anna MoaHHOBHa BHJesIa, KaK ITIOMOPIIHIICA
bUpOH Ha He BCTABIIEro IIpes HUM KHA33 HUKU-
Ty, ¥ 3aMeTHJIa, YTO eMy He IIPUATHO OBLIO, 3a-



yeM OHa JIOITyCTHJIa ITO.

Eli XoTes10Ch pasrOBOPUTE Ipada.

— A BBI 3HaeTe, 4TO 3aBTpa 6yzeT? — 06paTH-
Jlach OHa K BupoHy. — 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe IIPHU
XOpOILIeH II0Tofie, — BIIPOYeM, U IIPU LYPHOM TO-
’Ke — 110 HeBCKOM ITepIIIIeKTUBE I10 IJIaJKOM J0-
PO’KKe I10Be3yT Ha calasKax >KeJIe3HYI0 KJIETKY,
U B 3TOM KJIeTKe OyZleT CHUeTh KpacaBHIlA IIKCa-
Hasg, pasyOpaHHas BO BeCb CBOM Haps[, B BeJlU-
KOJIETTHOM OJIesTHUH, C METJION Ha I0JIOBE U B PO-
TOXKHOM I11aJI¥, C IIeHBKOBBIMU OYKIAMH... KTO
OBI BBI [yMaJIn?

BupoH, yibpI6asAck, yKe CMOTPeJI IIPSAMO B IJIa-
3a em.

— He 3Haro0, — ckasaJI OH.

— A BOT XeHKa ero ArpadeHa. £ ee Ha CBU/a-
HHe C MYKEeHbKOM BBIIHUCHIBAI0, — CIIOKOMHO
IIPOTOBOPHJIA, XHUTPO IIPHINYpsch, AHHa HoaH-
HOBHa, IT0Ka3kIBas Ha KHA3s1 HUKUTY.

BOJIKOHCKHUIT He MOT I106JIeJHETH, IOTOMY YTO
Ha ero JIUIle JaBHO He OBLJI0O HU KPOBUHKH, He
MOT y>KaCHYTbCs1, IIOTOMY UTO OH JaBHO HOCHJI B
Ayllle YyBCTBO, KOTOpPOe OBLI U My4YHTeJbHee, U
CHJIbHee BCIKOro y>kaca. OH BH/IeJI Tellephb TOJIb-
KO, YTO CHJIBI COBCEM OCTaBJIAIOT €r0 ¥ YTO OH He



MO’KeT HUYero HU CKa3aTh, HU CeJIaTh.

— YTo KHs3eHbKa, HeBeCeJIbl CTaIN? — BAPYT
obepHyJsiach K HeMy AHHa HMoaHHOBHA. — AJH
OCepAMINChE Ha MeHs? IIpocTuTe MeHS, CUPOTY
BroByr0! — OHa paccMmestiack. — Hy, IoMHpPUM-
TeCh, II0JIHO... HaTe, IIeJIyiTe! — 1 OHAa IIPOTIHY-
Jla KHg310 HuKuTe CBOI0 006YTYyH0 B KOXKaHYIO
Ty}JIr0 HOTY.

BOJIKOHCKUI He JBHUHYJICH.

Hora ocraBaJiack IPOTAHYTOXO.

BUpOH HECKOJIBKO pa3 B3IVIIHYJ 6eryio To Ha
Huxkuty ®emopoBHYa, TO Ha HOTY U BAPYT BCKO-
YHJI CO cBoero MecTa. OH KasaJICsl OYeHb BO3MY-
II[eHHBIM.

— Heb6ularomjapuplii  IIyT! — CKasajJd OH.—
ITo3BOJIbTE MHE, TOCYAapPbIHA! — ¥ OH HaKJIOHUJI-
cs.

— Hert, 3aueM? — 3acTeHUYHBO IIPOrOBOpPHJIA
AnHa HoaHHOBHa. — OcTaBbTe ero— OH 6JIa-
’KeHHeHLKUH, IIyCThL ero, a BaM PYyKy, — U OHa
nogasa bBHUPOHY CBOIO IIYXJIyI0, C KOPOTKHMH
najabllaMU Y IUVIOCKHMH, C Pe3KUMH YepPHBIMU
KaeMKaMHU Ha KOHIIaX, HOITIMHU PYKY.

I'pad B3I ee CBOMMU O6esIbIMH, TOHKUMU
NaJbllaMU B KOJIbIIaX U OGepe’kHO IIOZHEC K IY-



bam.

Knsa3p HUKHTa BCe CHJIeJI II0-IIPesKHEeMY.

— IllyT, — HakoHel cjabo, efBa CJBIIIHO
IIPOTrOBOPMJI OH:- UeM g IIyT? A BIIpOYEM, TaM,
I7le HeMeIIKHM KOHIOX IIePBLIM MHHHCTPOM, —
TaM PYCCKOMY KHs310, UTOOBI He CTAaHOBUTHCS C
HUM Ha OJHY [OCKYy, II0’KaJIyiH, OCTaeTcs OJHO
VK...

bupoH He faJ eMy JOTOBOPHTH, OH BCKOYHIL
Ho mMImiepaTpuIla To>Ke BCKOYMJIa U, YMOJISIOIIe
OTCTpaHssa rpada, F[POMKO BCKPUKHYJIA:

— AX, TOJILKO He IIpH MHe! 3aBTpa g BCe Be-
JIIO...
U oHa BbI6e)KasIa U3 KOMHATHL.

BupoH 6pocuiicd 3a Helo.

Kugsr HukuTa BAPYT BCTa M, caM He 3Had
KaK, TOUHO e€ro KTO-TO BeJI, BBIIIIeJI Ha YIUITly. Ye-
pes3 HeCKOJIbKO MHUHYT €ro y>Ke HCKaJIu 110 BCEMY
ABOPILY.

Hukura ®emopoBud Imes1 1o yaunam Ilerep-
Oypra Tak ke, KaK XOJHWJI B II0JIe CBOEU JIePEB-
HU — 0e3 IieJH, He 3Hasd PacCTOAHUA W 3a0bIB
BpeMd. MHOIIa IPOX0yKHe CTOPOHUIMCE OT HEro
H C YOUBJIEHHEM CMOTPEJIH BCJIe[ 3TOMY YeJIOBe-
Ky, OZeTOMY B IpyOBbIil HeCKJIAZHBINA KadTaH Je-



PeBEHCKOI0 IIOKpPOs, 6e3 IIallKX U TEIUIOTO ILIa-
Thd. KHA3E 11es1, He 3aMeyvas X0JI0/3a, HAIIPOTUB,
ero roJjioBa ropesa, ¥ TOUHO KaKOM-TO MOJIOT CTY-
YaJl B Hel.

"UJTO OHA CKa3aJia, UYTO CKa3aja? B KiieTKe >Ke-
Jle3HoM... 'ocromy, 3a YT0? — AyMaJj OH. — 3aB-
Tpa yTPOM, Ha paccBeTe, ecIv ake U IypHasi I10-
rozga... Ho ckopo i1 3TOT paccser?... Korga ou?"

W oH cHOBa 11eJ1. PyKH ero KOCTeHeJIH, U KO-
JileHaM OBLJIO XOJIO/JHO.

"CTpaHHO, 0TYero 3T0 MHe XOJIOZHO? — pac-
Cy>KaJI OH. — YTo 3TO 3a JjuHHag yaua? U Ka-
Kad IIUpOKad... Al 9T0 3/ieCh II0Be3yT ee... 3TO —
HeBckag repiiieKTuBa".

OH OCTaHOBWICA. 3[eCh HYKHO OBLIO eMy
OBITH, 371eCh OCTAHOBUTHCS.

Kusase orsgpesca. He6o cTeMHeso, AOJDKHO
OBITh, JaBHO, [IOTOMY UTO B HEM TrOpeJir SIpKHe
3Be3[bl, U JIyHa OOJILIIIUM CepeOpsSHBIM KPyrom
CBeTHJIa CO CBOEM BBICOTHI.

Hapg IleTepOyproM cTosiyla HOYb. YJIHIIBI 3a-
TUXJIYA. U BIlepBEIe B )KU3HU KHA310 HUKUTE CTa-
Jla CTpalllHa JIyHa, TO eCThb He caMmasd JyHa, a
HepoOBHbIE TeHWU, Jie)KaBIllMe Ha Hel, Korga OH
CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, KaK OYATO 3TO OBLIM KaKHUe Ta-



HHCTBEHHBIE, HepasrajaHHbIe 3HAKH, CTpalll-
Hble, HEIIOHATHBIe. KHA3L X0TeJI 0TOpBaThCA OT
HUX, HO He MoI. OH CMOTpeJI Ha MecCsdll, XOTs 3TO
OBLIIO CTPAIITHO, ¥ MeCAI] CMOTpesI Ha Hero U Io-
BOPHJI C HUM CBOMMH 3HaKaMH. OH B3[paruBaJl
uHorzaa. KTo 6bL1 3TOT OH, KTO B3/IparuBajl — Me-
CAL| JIA WIHU caM KHA3b HUKWTa, IIoC/IeHUI He
3HaJI; BIIpOYeM, eMy KasajloCh, UTO Mecdll. 3Ha-
KH BCe BpeMs JBUTAIUCh, MeJJIEHHO PacCIlIbIBa-
SCh U MEeHSCh, OIIATh IIOBTOPSSACh. B HUX Oblia
YAUBUTeIbHAs CUJIa, HO TOJIBKO IIOHATh UX ObLIO
HeJIb3sl.

U mosro BoJIKOHCKHEI My4YHJICA TaK.

HakoHeIl 3T0 My4YHUTeJIbHOe COCTOSTHHE TPEBO-
'Y HavaJsio MaJIo-IIoMaJly TasTh.

[lepemreniias Ha JPYIyH CTOPOHY Heba JiyHa
cTasia 6J1efHeTH, a 3Be3/bl Haualu 3aCTHUIAThCA
CBETOM 3apH U IIPoIIaZiaTb B HEM OJHAa 3a JIpY-
T0I0.

I'me-To 6/IM3K0, CBeEpXy, IIOYTH HAJ CaMbIM
yXOM KH#A3s1 HUKUTEI, pasgasicsa ygap KOJIOKOJIA.
OH IIOZHSAI TOJIOBY W YBHJEJ, UTO CTOUT Y IIePK-
BU.

[lepBas MBIC/Ib, KOTOpas IIPUIILJIA €My B I'0JIO-
BY, ObluIa — BOMTH B BOXKUI XpaMm.



"PaccBeT! — ocTraHOBMIJICI OH.— Ee II0Be3yT
ceuac! B rpyayu Moel CKOPIIMOHBI, U 3M€H B
cepAlie MoeM, U YepBHU pasbefaroT MO3r Mou! —
4yBCTBOBAJI OH B cebe. — OKHlaHUe, 0KUIaHNeE,
O’KUJaHMe... BoT ee 1moBesyT ceifuac'.

KHA3B, 3aKOCTeHeJIbIN, X0JIOLHBIN, IIPUIKAJIC
K XOJIOJHOM CTeHe IlepKBU U 6e3yMHBIMU IJIa3a-
MU CMOTpeJI Ha JOPOry.

Hapopa ObLI ellfe MaJio; yJHMIla Kasajaach IIy-
CTBIHHOM. JIMIIIL HECKOJILKO OO0TOMOJIBIIEB IIPO-
IIIJIU B I1€PKOBb.

"He ckopo eire!" — mogymaJst KHa3b HukuTa 1
B3[I0XHYL

Kakas-To crapyllka C O4YeHb YMHJIEHHEIM,
CJIE3JIUBBIM JIUIIOM U CKJIOHEHHOI0 HabOK TOJIO-
BOIO, IIPOX0Jd MHUMO, Hab0XKHO CyHyJIa €My I'PO-
LUK B PYKY U IIPOIILJIA, YACTO 3aKpecTsach. HUKU-
Ta eopoBUY OecCO3HATEJBLHO 3a’Kasl B KyJlaK
9TOT 3a4eM-TO IIOZaHHBIN eMy I'POIIIHK.

Ha mgopore B 3T0 BpeM4 I10Ka3ajach BIAJIH JIO-
11ajb, KOTOpas BesJja 3a co60x0 4To-To. Tak U Ha-
PpoOx 1reJt.

"OHa", — MeJILKHYJIO V KHA3d HUKUTEL, U 0OH
CBOOOZHOI0 PYKOI0 CXBAaTUJICA 3a CTeHY, OJJHAKO
PyKa CKOJIb3HYJIA, OH e[iBa yep>KaJICsad Ha HOorax.



Jlomragb, TpsicA rOJIOBOIO, IIpHABUTrasIachb. 3a
Helo IIlJIa fpyTas, II0OTOM TPeThs U elre. ITO OBLIT
mpocTo 0603. UyXOHIIbI, IIPUBO3UBIINE IIPOBU-
3UI0 Ha PBIHOK, IIUIA TYT K€ B CBOUX 0COOEHHBIX
LIamnKax ¢ HayIIHHUKaMH.

"Tocmopy, 1ockoped 6bI!" — myman Hukurta
demopoBUY.

MaJio-ioMasly yJjHIla OKUBJIAIack. HHUKOTO
He Be3JIM U HUKAKOW KJIeTKH He OBLIO, la U He
MOTJIO OBITBH: paccka3 AHHBI I0aHHOBHBI O KJIET-
Ke OBLJI TOJIBKO IITYTKOIO.

IX
B MOHACTDbIPE

B IlepBoOe BpeMs TPYAHO ObLIO0 ArpadeHe IleT-
poBHe BOJIKOHCKOM B MOHAacThIpe. PaHHee
BCTaBaHUe, JOJIT0e CTOSIHbE B I[€PKBHU, MAJIO IIH-
TaTeJIbHasg U OJHOOOpasHas IIMIIa, pasMepeHHas
U CTPOrO oIpefieleHHas >KU3Hb, TpeboBaBIas
€KeMHHYTHOIO IIOQUYHHEHHST, — TATOTH/IH ee.
HecMOTps Ha TO UTO OHA He ObljIa IIOCTPHIKEHA,
HO TOJIBKO >KHJIa B MOHACTBIpe IIOJ "CTPOTHM
HaJ30poM" UTYMeHBH, OHa [JOJDKHa ObljIa BCIIe-
CTBHE 3TOI0 CTPOTOI0 HafA3opa 6e3yCI0BHO IIOJ-



YHUHATHCSI BCEM MOHACTBIPCKUM IIOPSIIKAM.

Eil He II03BOJIUIM HUKOMY ITHMCaTh U He [I0-
IIyCKaJu 0 Hee HUKAKUX ITHCEM, TaK YTO OHa
Jla’ke He 3HaJIa, OBLJIM JIUM Ha ee UM IucbMa. Ta-
KUM 06pasoM HU O My’>Ke, HH O CbIHe, HU O KOM
M3 CBOUX OHA He UMeJIa U3BeCTHUH.

[TosiuTH4YecKre COOBITHUS JOXOLUIU 10 MOHa-
CTBIPA B paccKasax, II0YTH BCerla IIpeyBeInuyeH-
HBIX, COMBUMBBIX, B KOTOPBIX TPYAHO OBIIIO Paso-
Oopatbcia. OgHako M3 HUX ArpadeHa IleTpoBHaA
MoOIJIa y3HaTh, YTO BeJIMKasd KHDKHA Hartaibs
AJlekceeBHa CKOHYaJsIach B MOCKBe, 3aTeM yMep
MOJIOZ0M UMIIEPaTOp, M Ha IIPeCTOJI B30IILIa AH-
Ha MoaHHOBHA, KOTOPYI0 CTalX IIOMHUHATH Ha
eKTeHUIX.

O MeHIIIMKOBe paccKashlBalM, YTO OH IIOC/E
CBOEM CCBUIKH II0Ka3aJl YAUBUTEJIbHBIN IIPUMEDP
CMHpPEHUS MU CTaJ COBCEM IPYTUM YeJIOBEKOM.
OIHAKO OH BCKOpPe TOXKe yMep.

"Jla, eMy JIeTKO Tellepb, — AyMaJia ArpadeHa
[TerpoBHa. — Ecsi 6 1 MHe!.. Bce paBHO!.. Pa3sBe
39TO — ’KU3Hb, KaK 5 J)KUBY Telepp?"

Ho ceituac jxe Hapsay C 3TOM MBICJIBIO y Hee
SBJIAIaCh II0YTH Oe3yMHas Ha/le)xk/ia, YTo BAPYT
KaKUM-HUOYJb HEIOHATHBIM, UYyZeCHBIM 00pa-



30M HACTYIIHUT ee OCBOOOXKAEHUE, KTO-HUOYIb
SBUTCA U BbIBeJleT ee. I oHa 3afiyMbIBajsach 00
9TOM HEBO3MO)XHOM CYacTbe H, IIOHIB €ro
HEeBO3MO)KHOCTB, CHOBA BIIaJiajla B YHBIHUE.

JHU TAHYJIHUCHL OHU IIOXOXKHMe Ha JApyrue.
Bpems 11110, Kas3aaoChk, OYeHb [I0JIT0O ¥ BMECTe C
TeM CKOpo. OHO OBLIO CIHIIKOM OJHOO0OpPasHOo,
He [1aBaJI0 HUKaKUX COOBITHUH, KOTOPBIE BBIJEJIS-
JIUCh OBl U3 psAfia BOH, U IIOTOMY BCe JAaBHO IIPO-
ILIejIee Kasajaoch CBEXKUM U HeZJaBHUM.

B ocobeHHOCTH B IlepBoe BpeMms ArpadeHa
[TeTpoBHA He MOIJIa IPUHATE HUKAKOI'0 y4acTUs
B MOHACTBIPCKOM JKU3HU.

Tax mpoIIo OKoJIo ABYX JIeT, U OHa IIOIIPH-
BBIKJIa, HAKOHELI, OCBOMJIACh.

[Ipu cBOeM yMe U yMeHbe JXUTh OHA CyMmeJia
IIOCTaBUTh Cebsd B MOHACTBhIpe U C MaTepPbIO-UT'Y-
MeHbeH, X CO CTapbIMU MOHAXUHAMH.

Mausio-1ioMaJly UTYMeHbs CTajJla MeHee CTPOro
OTHOCHUTBCA K HeH, paspelriaja He TaK 4acTO XO-
IUTH B 11epKOBb, 3Bajia K cebe, 100 ee Geceny,
Tpares3oBaTh.

HaxoHer] BOJIKOHCKOM GBI IIepejaHo IIMCbMO
oT OpaTta Muxawmia IleTpoBuUYa, KOTOPBHIM IIPU-
CJ1aJl B MOHACTBHIph BKJIAJ, U 06elaicd He 0CTaB-



JIATH U BIIpeJb JeHEeKHBIMU BBICHIIKAMU.

HryMmeHbs 1ocTaBHJIa I IIEPEITHMCKH Arpa-
¢eHbI IIeTPOBHEI OTpaHHUYEHMs, HO COIJIaCHJIACh
Ha TO, YTOOBI OHA II0JIy4asa U3BECTHUSA O CBOMX
6/iM3KUX. OrpaHUYEHUs COCTOSIA B TOM, UYTO
IIHMCbMa I0/DKHBI OBITH HeIIpeMeHHO Ha PYCCKOM
s3bIKe, He 3aTparuBaThb HUKAKUX APYTHUX [eJl,
KpOMe CeMeMHBIX, U IJIaBHOe — II0JIy4aThbCsa KakK
MOXKHO peske. HryMeHbs1 IIPpOYHTEIBajJa BCe
IMCbMa M, eCcIU Obl YCIOBHUS 3TH He OBLIM CO-
6JIr0flaeMsl, IIPSIMO MOIJIa YHUUTOXKUTD ITMCHMO.

Camoit ArpadeHe [IleTpoBHe GBIIO 3aIIpPeIeHO
nucaTb. O Hel coobliaza CBefleHUs POJHBIM Ca-
Ma UT'YMeHbS.

Kak 6®1 TO HU 6bLI0, i1 ArpadeHsl IIeTpoB-
HBI U 3TO0 OBLJIO y>Ke He MaJjioe 06jierYeHue.

O 60J1e3HU CBOEro My’ka OHa y3Haja 0T Mu-
xXamua IleTpoBHYa, KOTOPHIM CO BCAKHMH OCTO-
POKHOCTIMHM coob1asn el, urto Hukura Penopo-
BUY BIaJ B claboyMue, U UTO OH, Muxaui Ilet-
poBuUY, B3s1 MUy K cebe.

3a cplHa Tenepb ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa ObLiIa
CIIOKOMHA.

Ho Bckope mocie0BaId HeBecesIble BECTH.

C BomrapeHreM AHHBI MOaHHOBHEL OTeIl ATpa-



¢ensl [leTpoBHEL, IleTp MuxaiioBuu becTyxes,
ObLI Ha3HaueH IrybepHaTopoM B HrokHMIT HOBTO-
PoZ. 3TO HasHaUeHe PaBHANOCEH CChLIKe. Muxa-
ui [leTpoBUY 10/DKEH OBLI )KUTH Y cebs B beilo-
3epcKoM uMeHUM. OMH OpaT AJleKcel yIjesiesn y
cebs B KomeHrareHe.

H36paHre AHHBI M0aHHOBHBI OBLIO 1719 BOJI-
KOHCKOM, HaXOJUBIIIeNCd BIAaIU OT ABOpa U BCeX
€ro MHTPUT U XUTPOCIUIETEHUM, TAKOK HEOKH-
IAHHOCTBIO0, KaKOX0 M II0Ka3asoCch OBl TOJIBKO ee
co6CcTBEHHOE 0CBOOOKeHUe. Ho 0OHa 3HasIa, 4To
Telepb 60Jiee yeM KOIZIA-JIM00 HEMBICIUMO 3TO
0CBOOOXKIIEHHE.

BMecTe ¢ TeM OHa IIOHUMaJjIa, YTO TeIleperL-
HA4 ee CChLIKA B MOHACTBIPH CIIacja ee 0T MHO-
Toro ropasnmo XyArero.

Temneps y AHHBI FI0aHHOBHBI PYKHU OBIIINA CBSI-
3aHbl. UTO OHA MOIJIa CHejaTh C HEM? A UTO OHa
JKeJiasia 6blI ciesiaTh? JKestasia 651, IPUIIOMHUB U
MuraBy U, MOXeT OBbITh, IleTepOypr, OTMCTUTH
el — B aToM ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa He COMHeBa-
JIach.

"Ho HeyXeyiM OHa, OHa CTaJla CaMOJepP>KaB-
HOI IIpaBUTeJIbHUIEN Pycckoro IapcrBa? —
crupamuBaia cebsg ArpadenHa IlerpoBHa. — I'oc-



oy, ecau Obl 3HATH paHbliel.. Ho KTo Ke Mor
oyMaTh?... HeT, 3T0 IIpOCTO HEBO3MOKHO, 3TO —
HempaBma!"

OHAaKO KaXKIbIH IeHb, CIIyIlas, KakK B [IepKBU
IIOMHMHAIU 6J1ar0uYeCcTUBENINYI0, CaMOJeprKaB-
HeMINy uMmIiepaTrpuily AHHy MoaHHOBHY, OHa
MorJIa yoeAUThCs, UTO 9TO IIpaB/a.

bimsuiack yeTBepTas y>Ke BeCHa, C TeX IIOP
KaK KHATHUHSA BOJIKOHCKAas II0CEJHUIach B MOHA-
CTBIpE.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa cHjesia B CBOeH «KOMHa-
Te», KaK BCe-TaKU I10-MHPCKOMY HasbIBaja OHa
OTBEJIEHHYI0O el KeJIbl0, M pacyecblBajia CBOH
IUIMHHBEIE BOJIOCBHI, KOTOpBIE CTalIHd M IyIle, U
LIIeJIKOBUCTEE, C TeX II0p KaK OHa IlepecTasia 3a-
BUBAaTh UX U IIpATaTh 1107 GasbIIUBhIe OYKIIH.
CerofiHga yTpoM OHA MBLIA TOJIOBY, U €M HY>KHO
ObLJIO pacyecaThb BOJIOCHL.

OHa cMoTpesia B CTOsBILEe IIpeJ HEI 3ep-
KaJIblle U [IOYUTH MalllMHAaJIbHO IIPOBOJMIIA I'Ped-
HeM II0 [UIMHHOM IIPSAAH, KOTOPYI0 IIPHMXBATHIIA
JIeBOM pykoM. OHa cMoTpeJsa Ha TO JIHIO0, KOTO-
poe OBLIO Tellepb B 3epKajle, — ee U BMeCTe C
TeM He ee JuI0. OHO CHJIILHO U3MEHUJIOCH II0C/Ie
TOr0, KaKUM IIOMHUJIA ero ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa



B IleTep6ypre. MajleHbKHeE, HO 3aMeTHBIE YKe
MOPIIIMHKY JIEIJIM y YIJIOB IJla3, BeKHU OBLIU
KpacHbl OT YaCThIX CJIe3, I'yObl IIOTePsIM CBOIO
CBEXeCTh, U II0J, HUMH, OT HOCa, JIeIJIU TeHBI0
IBe CKyIagKu. [lleku 06TAHYINCh, 1 HA HUX I10Ka-
3ajlack MaToBad JKeJTH3Ha. IIpaBna, CIOL0BOE
OKOHIIe MaJIO IIPOITyCKaI0 CBeTa U KaK OBl 0CO-
0eHHO IIOJYEepPKUBAJIO 3TU MOPIIUHKU U CKJIA[-
KU, HO BCe-TaKU OHU OBLIN.

"Jla, He Takas g 6buIa!l" — 1mmogyMasia BoJIKOH-
CKad.

U el HeBOJILHO BCIIOMHUJIOCH, KaK OHa, ObIBa-
JIO, CUjesa Ipep OOJBIIMM TpPrOMO, U Posa co
CIIy>KaHKaMHU CYeTH/IMCh BOKPYT Hee.

"A rge-To Telepsb Po3a?" — MeJILKHYJIO Y Hee.

OHa el1ie pas IIpoBeJia rpebHeM I10 BOJIOCaM U
OIIyCTHUJIA PYKY, OIJIANEB CBOI0 YEePHYIO IIOJIYPSI-
cy.

"HeT, B3mop — Bce! — BApYT pellria oHa, —
He TO... Bce 651 0Tz1as1a, ecau 651 TOJILKO YBUIETH
X — MHIIYTKY MOEro H ero... YTo OH TeIleps,
O6emHBIN?... B nepeBHe, BepHO... JIaBpeHTUH C
OHa TsDKeJIo B3[OXHYJIA, U IJIa3a ee HAIlOJIHU-
JIUCH CJIe3aMHU.



KuaruHg orbpocuya rpebeHb U, IIOJI0KUB
JIOKTH Ha CTOJI, OIIyCTUJIa T0JIOBY Ha pyKu. OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK CJIe3bl CMauUMBalOT el JIaJIoHM,
HO He X0TeJIa BEITEPeTh UX.

— Bo umsa OTtma! — I1ocsisliancs TOHEHbKUM
TOJIOCOK 34 IBepPEI0.

ArpadeHa IleTpoBHA IIOCIIEIIHO IIPOBeJA PY-
KaMH II0 IJIa3aM M, Moprasg rjlasaMH, 4TOOBI He
OBLI 3aMeTHO, UTO IJTIaKaJsla, OTBeTHIA:

— Botinure!

B kKoMHaTy BoOIIUIa [IeBOYKA-CIy>KKa C 4Yep-
HeHBbKMMM, KaK BHUIIIEHKH, IJIasKaMU U OBICTPO
3aroBOpMjIa CBOMM TOHEHBLKUM T'0JIOCKOM:

— MartyIiika Ipucjaaga MeHs CIIPOCUTh, Kak
3[OPOBBUITe Balllell CUSITEIbHOCTH, U ellle ITUCh-
MeIl0 BaM, U ellle IIPMKas3aTh U3BOJIMIH, eClIH
BaM HEMOJKeTCs, TO UTOObl K BeuepHe He XOJU-
JIN.

U3 Bcero storo Arpadena IleTpoBHa yCbIIIIa-
Jla ¥ TOHsJIa OQHO TOJBKO CJI0BO «IIHUCHMEIIO»,
IIOIJIOTUBIIIEE [JI Hee BCe OCTaIbHOe.

— I';me mucvbMerro?... /laBait! — U OHa HeTepIIe-
JIUBO IIPOTSAHYJIA APOTHYBIIYI0 OT BOJTHEHUS PY-
Ky.

JleBouKa B3IJIIHYJIA Ha Hee CBOMMU BUIIEH-



KaMH ¥ I10/1aj1a IIMCbMO.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa cxBaTHJIa ero U, 6BICTPO
IIOBEPHYBIIINCH, CTaJIa paclieyaTslBaTh, IIOL0NA
K OKHY.

Ciy’kka, IIOL0XKIAaB HEMHOIO, CKOJIb3HYJIa B
IBepb, BUJA, YTO «KHATHHIOIIKA» TaK 3aHAIACh
IIMCbMOM, YTO 3a0bla lake IIpUKasaTh 6J1aroa-
PHUTEL "MaTYIIKY".

Arpadena IleTpoBHa pacrieqyarasia IIMCbMO C
pazocThI0, HO €Ba YBHeEJA IIepBble CTPOYKY,
KakK YAVBJIEHHO HaKJIOHWJIACh, YTOOBI OJIMDKE U
JIydllle pacCMOTpeTh HalMCaHHOe. JTOT Hellpa-
BUJIbHBIM, JIOMaHBbIM, IIMCAHHBIM IIOYTH II0 CKJIa-
laM II0YepK COBepIIeHHO He OBbLI 3HAKOM el.
OHa mepeBepHyJIa CTpaHUIy U IIOCMOTpesa Ha
IoAnuck. TaM cTosuI0: "ABLOThS YepHEIIIeBa".

"Kakas UepHbIlleBa?" — yJUBUIACh Arpade-
Ha IleTpoBHA, U OIITH B3IVIAHYJA Ha Havajo
nuceMa:

"ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa! — TakK HaA4YMHAJIOCh
nuceMo. JKMBUTe IMACT/IMBa Ha IIpHUKase. A IIH-
my BaM 110 npukasy OcyzapriHe Ilapurie. Bejte-
HO BaM MUHe IITaTc-faMe Ee BesmyecTBa U cze-
JIaTh OTIIUCKY CHIO-IITOO BBl He 6ECIIOKOUTIIA 13-
BOJIMJIM HAa-CIIOT MY>KHHBKA CBOBO KHA351 HUKU-



THI, IIOHE)Ke OH 3/paB U He BpUAUM. M Ocyzaphl-
H4 llapuia 1o HeMspeuyeHHON MHJIOCTH CBOeH
I10KajioBajia eBo KO ABOpPY B IIuTepbypx IlepeBe-
cTU. U TyT OH BeJbMHU 3abaBeH KakeT. MecTo
eMy OIIpe[esIMHO 3aBHIHOe, II0CTaBJIEH OH BCe-
MUIJIOCTHUBEHIIIA CMOTPITh 3a cobaukoil Ee Hwm-
ImepaTopckoro BeamuecTBa"...

B rimasax ArpadeHb! IIeTpOBHBI IIOTEMHEJIO.
OHa c TpyZAoM IIpo6erJia ele HeCKOJIbKO CTPOK U
TPSICYIIIMMUCSI PYKaMH pasopBajia IIMCBMO Ha
MeJIKHe KJIOYKH.

— T'ocmou, YTO OHU cAesasikd C HUM! — C JIU-
II0M, UCKa’KeHHBIM y>KacoM M CTpaJaHHeM, BOC-
KJIUKHYyJIA OHA, BCIVIECHYB PyKaMH K CKaB HX,
IIOLHsIa KBEPXY.

"BoJILHOTO, CJTa00YMHOTO, HECUYACTHOTO He T10-
JKaJsiesu! — My4ymniach oHa. — M3-3a MeHA He II0-
sKaJiesd... Hamwia, Hallia, 4eM JOKOHAaTh MeHsd!..
F'ocmogu! Ho 0H-TO, OH, 6G€IHBIHI, 38 UTO CTpafa-
eT? BrmpouyeMm, 4UTO X eMy — OH He MOYKeT IIO-
HATH, OH Y>Ke He 0T Mupa cero... Het, HO BeJp 4, g
ero umda Houry! OX, jydire 661 MeHs COCJIaJId B
Cubupb, B KaTopry, JIydllle TIOJIOBY JOJIOM —
TOJIBKO He 3T0!.. To/IbKO He 3To!"

— O-0x! — 3acToHaJ/Ia KHATHHS, CXBAaTHUBIIIHCH



3a cepjrie, a 3aTeM, TSDKeJIO CTYIasi, OTPBIBUCTHI-
MH IITaTaMH IIOJOIIJIa K IIOCTe/JIM H yIlajla Ha
Hee.

OHa [0JIro JIekaja HelIOABIDKHO, C YCTaBJIEH-
HBIMH B IIOTOJIOK IJIa3aMH, IIOTOM IIOJHSIACH,
cejia Ha IIOCTeJIb, OIIATH CJIOKHJIa PYKH, CTHCHY-
Ja ux, mnpoiuentan: "T'ocrogu, I'ocriopu!" — u
CHOBA JIerJa.

HecCKOJIBKO MUHYT KHATHHSA JIe)Kasla TaK, KaK
KaMeHHas, TOJIbKO II0Z00POJOK ee CHJIBHO JIPO-
’KaJr, II0TOM OHa BCKOYHJIa Ha HOTH.

ITo xOpHUAOPY B 3TO BpeMsI IIOC/IBIIIIATUCE 1I1a-
TH.

"3Har, — penruiaa BAPYr B OAUH MUT BOJIKOH-
CKas, — 3Halo, Croja UAYyT. UTyMeHbe HallHMCaHOo,
4yTOoO0Bl OHA Jajia 3HaTh, KaK OyZeT IIPUHATO
MHOI0 ITUCBEMO. Hy, UTO 7K, IIYCTh, S BEIEPIKY'.

/lBephb IeMCTBUTEJILHO OTBOPHJIACH, U Ha IIO-
pore I10Kasajaach UI'YMeHb.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa cTOsIa IIOCpefy CBOEM
KeJIbH, TOpJasi, HAPY>KHO CIIOKOMHAs, X0JIOLHAas,
CIIMHOIO K OKHY, UYTOOBI He OBLIIO BUHO ee JIUIIA,
U 3aCJI0OHHJIA CO0010 OpOIIeHHbIe Ha I10JI KJIOUKHA
pa3opBaHHOIO IIUCHMA.

HrymeHbs cesiaza KAKOM-TO BOIIPOC U YIILIA.



U exBa ymuna oHa, ArpadeHa IleTpoBHa CHOBa
6e3 cuJI yIiajia Ha KpoBaTh.
AnHa MoaHHOBHA OTMCTHJIA €H.

X
KOHEL,

0JITO HAIPacHO HMCKaJH IPHUABOPHEBIE CIIYIH
KHA3gd HUKUTY, II0CJIe TOIO0 KaK OH, OTBETUB
HUPOHY, yIIleJ U3 JBOpIia.

Janu 3HaThL TeHepas-IIOJIHIeMMeNCTepy, U
HaKOHeI| Ha [PYyroM JAeHbL YTPOM reHepasI-II0JIu-
LerMelcTep HallejJ BOJIKOHCKOIO, COBCEM 3aKO-
CTEeHeJIOTO, Y IIePKOBHOM CTEHHL.

Hukuty ®emopoBHYa IIPUBE3JIU BO JBOpeEI]
0e3 4yBCTB, HEJABH)KHOIO, C KpPEIIKO 3a’KaTbIM
I'POLIMKOM B JIEBOM pYyKe.

Ockop6JiieHHBIM BUPOH ckasajicad 60JbHBIM U
He IIpu6e’kasl B 3TOT [IeHb K IOCyiapbIHe.

AnHa MoaHHOBHa 6BICTPO XOAWJIA II0 CBOEH
OIIOYMBAJIbHE, OXKHJasi pPe3yJIbTaTOB PO3BICKA,
KOIJia ey JOJIOXKUIIH, UTO KH351 HUKUTY IIpUBes-
JI 6e3 4yBCTB.

— IIpuBecTH B 4UyBCTBO! — IIpHKa3asia OHa.

Ho aTo nipukasaHue He MOIJIO OBITH HCIIOJIHE-



HO.

Korma yepes HECKOJBKO BpeMeHH AHHa
HoaHHOBHaA OCBeOMHJIACE 4Yepe3 YepHEIIIEBY,
YTo C KHA3eM HUKUTOHU, eil MOJIOKHJIM, YTO OH
"KOHYaeTcs".

TF'ocyzapblHs B3[pOrHyJa M HAO0XKHO IIepe-
KpecTuiack. OHa He OJKHZaJIa 3TOro.

— YT0 c HUM? — CIIPOCHJIa OHA.

Oxasasocs, yTo Hukura ®efopoBHUY, KaK ero
IIPUBE3JIH, He OTKPHIBAJI y’Ke IJIa3 U BCe BpeMs
Jlexxasl 6e3 BIMDKeHUs, a Tellepb y»Ke "00HpaTh
ce6s1 Hayas1" ¥ 110 JIUILY ero "TeHb IIpoILIa”.

— JlokTopa! — 1poroBopusia AHHa M0OaHHOB-
Ha.— To ecTh HeT, CBAIlEHHUKA — IIPUYaCTUTD
€ero.

Kuasr HukuTa OTKPBLI IJ1a3a, KOILa ero IIPU-
qacTUIU. OH CIIOKOMHO IIPOIVIOTHJI CBATEIE [Jla-
PBI, cAesiaa Me[lJIeHHBIM, O0JIBIIION KPeCT Has CO-
000 ¥ IT0TOM 3aTHX.

HuKTO He BHJEJI, KaK M KOIJla OH CKOHYaJICH,
HO BO BCJIKOM: C/Iydae 3Ta KOHYMHA OblIa THUXas
H CBeTJIas. MepTBoe JIMIIO KHS3S C 3aCTHIBIIIEIO,
SICHOIO ¥ KPOTKOIO YJIBIOKOX T'OBOPHJIO 06 3TOM.

BOJIKOHCKHUI OBII TaK TOP>KECTBEHHO CIIOKO-
eH, KaK 6y/[TO C pafoCThI0, C IIOJIHBIM CO3HaHUEM



CBOEr0 «0CBOO0OXKeHUsd», 0 KOTOPOM JyMaJl BCIO
KHU3HbL W KOTOPOIO TOJIBKO H >KJaJI OT >KU3HHU,
BCTPETHJI CBOIO IIOCJIEHIOI0 MUHYTY 3JelllHel,
3eMHOM, JaBHO TATOTHUBIIEHN ero cyeThl. OH Ha-
I1eJl HaKOHeIl, Yero MCKaJ, ¥ YCIIOKOMJICS, IIO-
CTUTHYB TaUHCTBO CMepTU. TyT He OBLIIO HUYETO
y>KaCHOro, HAUYero CTPallHOIO — >KU3Hb Oblia
ropaszmo y)KacHee M cTpalirHee. TomMJyeHHe ayXa
KHA39 HUKUTHI IIpeKpaTUIOCh, OH OBLI CBOOOEH
Telephb.

K Beuepy AHHa MoaHHOBHA II0Cjaja YepHEI-
LI1eBY Y3HATh, YTO C BOJIKOHCKUM.

YepHEIIlIeBa 3acTajla ero Ha croje. Ero yxe
«ybpasiv», 1 MajJleHbKasd KOMHaTKa ero IlepecTa-
Jla OBIThH >KWJIOK; B HeHl OBLIO XOJIOZHO, ITaXJIo
JIalaHOM, CBeUYaMMU.

ABnoThs IBaHOBHA 00sllaCh MepPTBeEIOB, HO
IIpU B3IJIAJEe Ha 3TOrO0, JIEKABIIEIO CO CJIOKEH-
HBIMH PyKaMH Ha CTOJIe, CIIOKOMHOT0, KPOTKOTO,
TOYHO 3aCHYBIIIEro, Yejl0BeKa, UM, BepHee, TO-
ro, — 4TO OBLIO YeJIOBEKOM, el HUCKOJIBbKO He
CTaJIO CTPAIlHO, U OHA COBCeM 6e3 BCAKOU POO6O-
CTH II0JIO’KMJIA 3€MHOH IIOKJIOH, a 3aTeM II0L[eJIO-
BaJia 3aKOCTeHEeJVI0, YoKe 6e3’KU3HEeHHYI0 PYKY.

Ona BepHyJack K AHHe MoaHHOBHeE, PacTpPoO-



raHHas, B3BOJIHOBaHHAA U CTAPAOIasiCs CKPBITh
CBO€e BOJIHEHUE, U, YTOOBI He IIyraTh roCyJapblHU
IPUCYTCTBUEM MepPTBOI'0O BO ABOPIIe, pelniaa He
TOBOPUTH €H O CIYYUBIIIEMCS.

Ho AxuHa MoaHHOBHA [0rajiaaach.

— KoHuuica? — crpocuia oHa.

YepHEBIllIeBa MoJI4aa.

— Konuwnsics, criparmsaro g?! — Ipo3HO IIepe-
CIIpOCHJIa TOCYLApPBIHS, M CTaTC-AaMa [goJDKHA
ObllIa OTBETUTD:

— Ja!

AHHa MoaHHOBHA ONATH 3aXO0uJIa 110 KOMHa-
Te.

HakoHer; oHa I1ofonuIia K 60JbII0MY KHOTY C
obpazaMy U TPY3HO OIYCTHUJIACh CBOUM O00JIb-
UM, TSDKeJIBIM TeJIOM Ha KoJieHa. Ilepekpe-
CTHUBIIIKUCH, OHA CJOXKHJA PYKH M Havajga MO-
JINTHCH, KA 3eMHEIe IT0KJIOHEL.

YepHblIlIeBa IPUCIOHUIACH K IIeUKe U, 604Ch
LIeJIOXHYThCS, IIPUTANIa IbIXaHUe.

AnHa MoaHHOBHA, ITOKJIOHUBIIIHUCH B II0CJIE]I-
HUU pas, He 6e3 TpyAa BCTaja C KOJIEH U OIJIf-
HYBIIIUCH, KaK ObI CIIPOCHJIA IJIa3aMU UepHBIIIIe-
BY:

"AX, TBI e1lle 3gech? /la, Thl MHe Hy>KHA".



— Besx, 4TOOBI TaM, y HErO, BCe XOPOIIIO OBI-
JIO! — cKasaJia OHa ey. — /la BeJIu 3aJI0OKUTH Ka-
PeTy U IPUTOTOBUTE B JIETHEM JBOpPIie HECKOJIb-
KO IIOKOE€B: g CEeroHA TaM HOUYIO.

OHa HH pa3y B IIPOJO/DKEHHEe OHdI, C TeX II0p
KaK el CKasad, YTO KHA3b HUKHUTa «KOHYAaeT-
csi», He CIIpocuIa IIpo bupoHa.

Ha fpyroii ke [eHb MUMIIepaTPULIEI0 ObLI IIO-
CJIaH HApOYHBIN B besrosepckoe mMeHHe becTy-
’KeBa C IIpHKasaHWeM IIpUBe3TH ChIHAa HUKHUTEI
degopoBUUA.

AnHa MoaHHOBHaA oIlpefeanaa MUY B TOJIb-
KO YTO YUYpeKIeHHBIN el KaJeTCKHUI KOPIIyC U
OTHecCJIaCh K HeMy BeCbMa MUJIOCTHUBO.

BriociegctBuu KHA3L Muxaua HUKUTUY BoJr-
KOHCKHUU — TeHepasl-aHIlled U BCeX POCCUUCKUX
U II0JILCKUX OpP/IeHOB KaBaJiep, ObLI M3BeCTHBIN
IJIABHOKOMAaHAYIOIIHUI MOCKBBEI BpeMeH KMIIe-
patpuisl ExatepuHs! II. OH 0TJIMUUIICS B BOUHE
C TYypKaMH U 3aTeM ObLI I10CIaH B [I0JIBIITY I10JI-
HOMOYHEIM MHHUCTPOM. IIoTOM OH y4acTBOBaJI
B 1oxoze nporus IIpyccuu. EkaTeprHa Il HasHa-
YujIa ero CeHaTOPOM U CBOMM reHepas-aJ bIOTaH-
TOM. Bo BpeMsa MeXayIiapcTBUA B IIoJIbIlle KHA3b
Muxaun HUKWTHY, II0 BBICOUAMIIIEMY IIOBeJIe-



HUIO0, BCTYIIUJI B 3Ty 3eMJII0 CO BBEpPEHHLBIM eMy
KOPILyCOM U IIOMOT M30paHHI0 B KOpoaUu CTaHU-
ciaBa IToHsgToBckoro. B 1711 roxy oH O6BLI Ha3Ha-
YeH IJIaABHOKOMAaHAYOMUM MOCKBEIL.

OIVH U3 COBPEMEHHUKOB TaK OT3LIBAETCA O
HeM:

"Kuga3p Mwuxawn HUKUTUY, ONApEeHHBIN OT
IIPUPOABLI HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM YMOM, JIFOOMJI 6J1a-
ro/IeTeJT5CTBOBATh, OBLT BEJIUKHM XJIe60COJI, 06-
XOLHuTeJIeH C HUSIIMMU, HO ITOpJ, C BpeMeHIIIHKa-
mu. UMriepaTpuiia EkaTeprHa 1Ba pasa MUpHUIiIa
ero ¢ IIoTeMKHUHBIM".

IlepBasg MbICIE 0 paszesie [TosbIy IpUHALJIE-
KUT Muxamny Hukutudgy. OH >Ke COCTaBUII IIPO-
eKT 0 JIy4llleM Yy4YpeXKIeHUU CYy[eOHBIX MeCT U
paspesieHUy UMIIEPUU Ha TYOepHUU.

Arpadena IleTpoBHa KOHYMJA [HU CBOU B
TuxBUHE.

Kua3p Hukurta ®eopoBUY BOJIKOHCKUU II0-
XOPOHEH PSAIOM CO CBOMMU poguyaMu B Bopos-
CKOM-PoXzecTBeHCKOM-IIapHYTHEBOM MOHACTHI-
pe, IIpH 3aluTe KOTOPOTO POAHOM IIpajiel] ero,
Muxaun KoOHCTaHTUHOBUY, I1aJl Y caMoro rpoba
cB. [TapnHyTHS.

KoHew,
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