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Xyoas mpaea u3 no/s 60H!
Ilocnosuua



ABepKI/Iﬁ CJIEr, pasroBeBIIKNCH Ha IleTpoB
JleHb.

Mosiogple pabOTHUKHA YMBLIUCH C MBLIOM,
IIpHUYecaJlnuch, HaJleJId CallOTH, HOBBIE CUTIIEBBIE
pybaxu. ABepKHI, YyBCTBYS CJ1a60CTh, PAaBHO/Y-
IIve, He CXOAWJI Ilepe] IIPasgHHKOM KO [IBODY,
He CMeHMJI pybaxy; 4TO [0 OCTaJIbHOIO Hapsza,
TO OBLJI OH Y HEero OJiVH — U B OYJHU U B IIpas3f-
HUK. MoJjiogple pabOTHUKHU eI He B Mepy MHO-
IO U BeChb 006e]; X0XO0TaJH, TOBOPHUJIHU TaKoe, YTO
CTpsAIlyXa C IIPUTBOPHBIM HEroZ0BaHUEM OTBO-
pauuBasach, a IMOPOK Ja’ke OTXOAMJIA OT CTOJIA,
OpOCHB MOKPYIO JIOJKKY. ABEpPKHI eJI MOJT4a.

OH OBLI y>Xe B TOHM IIOpe, KOIZla XOPOIIHe,
CMHUPHBIe MY>XKHKH, MHOIO II0paboTaBIlMe, — a
OH TakKu IlopaboTajs, B OFHUX OaTpakax >KUJI
TPUALATHIN TOJ! — HAaYMHAKOT IUIOXO C/YILIaTh,
MaJIO TOBOPHUTE M CO BCEM, YTO UM HHU CKa’Kelllb,
coIjialarhbcs, AyMaTh >Ke 4TOo-TO UHOoe, cBoe. OH
OBLI B TeX MYKHUIIKHX IOZlaX, KOTOPBIX He OIIpe-
Iequilb cpady. OH ObLI BBICOK M HECKJIaJeH:
O4YeHb XY/, JJIMHHOPYK, B KOCTH BOOOIIle IIHUPOK,
HO B IUTeyax, Ha BHJ| HECHUJIbHBIX, ONYIeHHEIX,



y30K. U ¢ 3TOH I10J1eBOM HECKJ/IAZHOCTHIO, C JIall-
TIMH U IIOJYIIyOKOM, HUKOIZA He CXOAUBIINM
C IUIeY, CTpPaHHO Cco4yeTaJoCch O6Jlaroobpasue:
HeOoJIbIIIas, JIBICERINAasi Co Jiba, B AJIHMHHEBIX JIET-
KHUX B0JIOCAX T0JI0OBa, U3SMOXKIEHHOE JIUI0 C TOH-
KHUM, CyXUM HOCOM, >KHU/IKO-TOJIyOble Ij1a3a U Ys-
Kas cefieronas 60poza, He CKpbIBAIOIAs CyXOu
YeJIFOCTH.

Bce, Ha yeM cMesIUCH 3a 06e7j0M, Ka3aJyoch
eMy HeHY)XHBIM, HeCMeIlIHbIM. Ho HelpHusa3HU
Ha ero Jivlle He 6bL10. Ej1 OH HecIleltHo, Kiajad
JIOKKY, C IeTCTBa IIPUBLIKHYB COBEpPIIATh Tpalle-
3y, KaK MOJIUTBY, MO0 3Ta Tpalesa BCIO >KU3Hb
OblIa [JI1 Hero BeHIIOM TPYAOBOTO IHS, Cpenu
BeUHBIX OIlaCeHUM 3a OYAYyIIUM [[eHb, XOTS BCIO
’KU3Hb ¥ TOBOPUJI OH IIPUBBIYHOE:!

— bor gact neHsb, bor fact muiy...

MeICIH ero TYMaHWIUCh. KoCT/IABBEIE BEICTY-
bl CKYJI, OOTSHYThle TOHKOM CEepOM KOXKeH, Po-
30BeJsd. /lyilia He IIpUHUMaJIa ITUINHA. Ho OH eI
IIPUCTAJILHO: ¥ IIOTOMY, UTO TaK y»K II0JIaraeTcs
B IIpa3fHUK, ¥ IIOTOMY, YTO e/la MOIJIa, KaK Y-
MaJl OH, IIOMOYb eMy, U II0TOMY, YTO >KaJIKO OBbI-
JIO He eCThb: BOT OH 3abo0Jies1, C MeCTa, JOJDKHO,
COMJeT, loMa >Ke He TOJIbKO CJIaJiKUX Xapuewy, a,



MOXKeT, U XJleba He OyzeT.

[Tomanyu Ha JlepeBIHHOM Kpyre KpyTO IIOCO-
JIEHHYI0 >KHUPHYI0 6GapaHUHY. ABEpPKHUU BCIIOM-
HIWI, KaK CJIY>KUJI OH KOIJ]a-TO 3UMYy B TOpO/e.
[TogyMaB, OH OCTOPO’KHO B3sJI KYCOK CBOHUMHU
TOHKHMHU ITaJIbIlaMH U 6JIeJHO YCMEXHYJICS.

— JIx06.110 TOPUHILY, a T7e 51 ee MOTY B3ATh? —
CKa3aJl OH 3aCTeHUMBO, He TJIsA/I1 HA Ha KOro.

OT 6apaHHWHBI CTAJI0 HEXOPOIIO; HO OH [[OCH-
Ies-TaKy 1o KOHIIa cToJsa. Korja ke pabOTHUKY,
noxse6aB 10 IIOC/IefHEN KaIlJI OTPOMHYIO Yalll-
Ky T0Iy60T0 MOJIOKA U CaMO/I0BOJIBHO HKas, CTa-
JI1 IOJHUMAThCI U 3aKypHUBaTbh, CMeEIIMBas 3a-
IIax MaxopKH C 3allaxOM eJbl U CBEXKHX CUTHH-
KOB, ABepKHU 0CTOPO’KHO HaJiesI CBOI0 GOJIBIITYIO
IIallKy, — B IIeHbKOBOM [IHe ee Bcerja ObLia
HUT0JIKa, 0OMOTaHHasg HUTKOM, — M BBIIIeJ Ha
IIOPOT CeHell, IIOCTOSUI Cpefy TOJIOMHBIX CO0aK,
’KaJHO CMOTPEBIINX €My B IJla3a, TOUYHO 3HAaB-
IIIUX, YTO ero TOIITHUT. [loro/ia mopTmIack. CTajo
CyMpaydHO, II0XO0)Ke Ha OyZHHUYHOe IIpeJBeuep-
Hee BpeMs; MeJIKUU T0KIb CTpeKOoTaJl II0 TaseTe,
BaJIgBIIeMcSd Yy KpbLIbIla 06apCcKoOro [oMa; HH-
IIOIIKU, OITYCTUB MOKPBIE XBOCTHI, YCa’KUBAJIUCh
Ha pas3BaJIUBIIENCS OTPajie, a IBIILIATA, KOTOPHIX



CEePAUTO KJIeBa/IA OHH, JIE3JIH, IIPATAIUCH IO, UX
KpBUIbA... C1afikue Xapuyu! ABepKUU 3HAJI UM Ife-
Hy. [ToceHAS IIpeicCMepTHAs TAT0Ta HACTyIIaaa
IJI Hero, a Bce jKe KPeIlKo He X0TeJIOCh eMy Te-
PATH UX, KOoTza OpeJ1 OH 3a U30y.



BOpOTI/IJICH OH OJIefHBIM, C APO’KallUMU HOIa-
MH, U IIOIIPOCHJICA Y CTPAIIYXH Ha I1euKy. OHa
PaBHOAYIITHO CIIPOCHJIA!

— A1i 3axBopai?

— CIIy’>KWJI TPUALATE JIeT, — B TOH €M OTBe-
THJI ABEpKHH, Bjie3ast Ha Hapkhl, CTaBs JIAIIOTh B
IIeYypKy U IIOJHHUMAasCh B TeCHOe, JKapKoe IIpO-
CTPaHCTBO MEXKAY IIeYbI0 KM IIOTOJIKOM, — CJIV-
JKHJI TPUALATE JIeT C YKUCTBIM JIMIIOM, a Telepb
mabami, ocsab... bi1oxXy He IOAKYI0, — IIOLIYTHJI
OH. — MsHocmICd, 3aABIXaThbCAd CTaJ, — elle
TBep>Ke U Jla’Ke C YA0BOJIbCTBHEM CKa3aJl OH, JIO-
JKachk.

M xaK TOJILKO JIET, II0JIyYIlle IIPUCTPOUB I'0JIO-
BY B IIIAIIKe Ha KaKy0-TO CJIOMaHHYIO ILIETYIIKY,
TOTYaC CTaJI 3aJpeMbIBATh U CJBIIIATE CBOE IJIY-
60KOe, 0HO06pPa3HO IIpephIBaKOIlleecs AbIXaHUe,
OILIYIIIATh ero >kap B Irybax. OH y»Ke TBepHAO pe-
IIUJI, YTO 3aXBopaJl 6e3 OTJIEKY, YTO OH — «O00-
pouHbINT KoueT». OH TaBHO IlepeMoraJicsa. BoJib-
Hble CO0AKU YXOJAAT CO ABOpA, UINYT II0 MeXKaM,
II0 JIECHBIM OIIyIIIKaM KaKyI0-TO TOHKYIO, JIUIIb
UM BeJIOMYI0 TPaBy, U efdAT ee — TaHhKOM HIIyT



cebe momoInu. OTAAIASACH OT ABOPHHU, ABEPKUH
TOXKe MCKaJI — TalKOM IIOKYIIaJl TO BOJKH, TO CO-
IbL.. Terepb IepeMoraTbCs yKe He CTaJIo CHJL
Ho Bce-Taku Hazi0 OBLJIO IIOyMaTh: KaK OBITH C
MeCTOM, CXOOUTEL WJIN HeT? EC/IH CKOPO YMpEIIIE,
IyMaThk TyT, KOHeUHO, Heyero. Hy, a eciix He CKo-
po?

PaboTHUKK KypUIH U XoXoTauu. Ciaylas u
DyMasi, OH CTaJI BUJIeThb CHEI. HO M3 ImeyaJIbHBIX U
CKYYHBIX BOCIIOMHMHAHHUU CKJIJBIBAJIMChL OHH.
BoT oH 6yATO BBIIIe] U3 U30bI — HA/l0 eXaTh 3a
X0060TbeM Ha T'YMHO... A BO IBOpP BXOJUT U OCTa-
HaBJIMBAeTCsd, YBUIA IIOJAHUMAIOIUXCA CO6aK,
CTPaHHUK: TOJIOBA 3aKyTaHa >KeHCKOM IIIasblo,
Ha JIeBOM pyKe JIYKOIIKO, B IIPaBOM BBICOKAas
IajsiKa, Ha XyJbIX HOTaX pacTOIITaHHEIE JIAIITH...
«Ecyu Bor mopeiMeT, 1ioiiny B Kues, B 3a50HCK, B
OnrtuHy, — nogyMaJj ABepKUil B ipemore. — BoT
IleJI0 HaCTodIIee, YHUCTOe, JIeTKOe, a TO He 3HaMo,
3aueM U JKHJI Ha CBeTe...»

Ho TyT I'pOMKO U IPY>KHO 3aX0XOTaIH paboT-
HUKY, HaIbIMUBIIIHE BCIO U30y. ABepKUI OUHYI-
cia. CTyKHyJIa IBepb, KTO-TO BOIIIEJL.

— OmATh 3a/JWI IJIasal — cKasaja CTPAIyXa,
BBITHpast CTOJI M He IVIAAd Ha BOIIEJIIero. —



Omarh npunepcd... Jen, na aii y Tebd CThILA-TO
COBCEM HeTy? — CIIpoCHJla OHa, ObopayduBa-
sack. — Hy, yero nputiresi? He Hazoest ere?

Ho e, — KapayJbIlvK CHATOT0 MeIllaHUHOM
cajia, «CTapUK-IUIICyH», KaK Ha3bIBaJl OH CaM Ce-
0 U191 II0TeXH, BCerja XMeJIbHOM, O0TpeIlaH-
HBIW, BCeT[la MYUUBIIIUUA ABEPKUS CBOEl HepsIll-
JINBOCTLIO, CBOEM OOJITJIMBOCTLIO, BCeM cBoeH
CBOOOHOM, HEMY>KUIIKOMN KU3HBI0, — JIe]l He 00-
PaTHUI Ha CTPAIyXy BHUMAaHU4.

— PebsiTa, paccyuTe: MBICJIEHHO JIU? — IIO-
HeC OH C HEIIPUTBOPHBIM OTYasgHUEM, PasBOLI
pykamMu mepep paboTHUKaMu. — OIUH KaK eCThb
Ha sTakui caz! /la g ¢ Hero IecTU IeJIKOBBIX He
BOo3bMy! IIpHeieT HBIHUE, TaK U CKaXKy: XOMYT J1a
nyra, s1 Tebe 6osbllie He ciayra! Byasa! BoH pe6s-
TUIIIKHU y>Ke 3a4ajii B 3aBA3b BHUKATh, [IBe s0-
JIOHbKH OTPSICJIH, a 9 4T0? /[ysiv, TOBOPUT, Oepe-
TU IJIaBHEH BCero... A UTO 1 OJIUH UcTesan? Bu-
LIeHbs OIIATH 060pBa Ha Bajly — HY, U 4epT C
HuMHU! S 60IbHOM UesloBeK!

— BosbHOH, a BCe XO0Th BBDKMHU! — cKasaja
CTpsAmnyxa.

— Ilosterye! — OTBeTHJI CTapHK, CafsaCh Ha
Hapel. — THI-TO TOMOJIYH. Y MEHSI BOH MOS CTa-



pyxa Tebe B MaTepu TOSUTCH, a 1 ee, MOJKET, I10JI-
rojla He BHUJAJL... a, II0YECTh, U BeCh BeK He BH-
ZlaJ1, He 3HaI0, 3a4eM M KeHHUJICH. ..

«He Xyke MeHd, TaKOI0-TO», — IIOAyMaJl
ABepKHH, 3aKpBIB IJIa3a M yKe He YyYBCTBYHA K
CTapHKYy IIPE>KHETo OTBPAaIlleHHs.

— A oHa He60Chb MHe He 4y)Kas, — IIPOJ0JI-
JKaJI TOT C UCKpeHHeH ropeuynro. — I u pebsaram
BOT T'OBOPIO: YTO g Mory? Ceiuac OTIIEJ, a B Ca-
JIallle YyHKa XO03sdMCKasi, a OHa CeMb I[eJIKOBBIX!
Jla 4To K Hcfesaellb? M yHecyT 3a MHIIYIO Jy-
my! A rocrofaM s BHIIEHBSI [03BOJIII PBAaTh:
MmoskeTe! ['ocriozta, OHU U CHEAAT-TO [Ba 3€PHBIIII-
Ka, 3TO BeJb Halll 6paT MY>XHK... IIpaBAy s TOBO-
PIo aii HeT? — KPUKHYJI OH, CHOBA 0KUBJIASACh. —
M Tebe, cTapocTa, 3aBCerfia [O3BOJIAI, THI TYT,
MOJKeT, IIepPBBIA 4YesIoBeK Hamo BceMHu! ToJIBKO
THI MeHs YeM 00HJeJ: TeCy Ha KpoBaTh He Jaj!
Crracu60 X0Th 6apyyK IIOMOTaeT: IIPOILISICAl EMY
JaBeya MaJIeHbKO — aH Ha KOCYIIKY U eCThb...

ABepKkuil cTaJ OIATH 3abbIBaThbCA... IIof Be-
4ep, B I10JIe, ITeJI OH 3a Bo3oM. Mopocuto. IITHrpo-
KO OTBOpPeHBbI OBIIM BOPOTa Ha CKOTHOM [IBOpe
60raToro CTeITHOT0 MY>KHKa; OpPOIMII II0 IBOPY U
roroTaJjl Iycak, II0OTepsBIINI I'YCBIHIO... «boraro-



My Be3[ie XOpOIIo!» — ¢ 06HUI0M U 60JIBI0 B I'OJIO-
ce KpH4aJl I7ie-TO BHU3Y CTapUK. ABePKHUI KHUBaJI
LIIAIIKOM, COIVIAlllaJIcdA, a caM gyMaJ cBoe: «bora-
TBHIN, KaK OBIK poraThlii, — B TeCHble BOpOTa He
IpoJieseT...» I O4HyJICH, YyBCTBYS, YTO OpemuT.
«/la, bor He JIIOOUT BBICOKHX MEICJIEH... /la, CTa-
pHKa >Kaako... Ho IBIM KM HEeHY>KHBIA I'OBOP, 4y-
JKHe JII0[IH, yy’Kad ITleyKa — aX, KaKas TOCKa, bec-
IIPUIOTHOCTH! 3Beph, U TOT 3a6MBaeTCd yMUpaTh
B CBOIO COOCTBEHHYI0 HOpPb... HeT, KoHeIs, JOMOK
mopal»



H OYHYJICA B CyMepKU. Hu paGOTHUKOB, HU

CTpAIlyXW B u36e He ObL10. Ha j1aBKe BO3Jjie
OKHAa CHJesla AypodykKa AHIOTa, CKUTaBIIASACI II0
rocrozaM, IIo MykukaM. OHa ObLIa TOJICTad,
cTprokeHasd. OHa IJysiesla B OKHO — TOJIOBa ee
c3a/iu ObLiIa II0X0Ka Ha KYBIIIMH BHU3 I'OPJIOM —
U IUIaKaJa: CTPAINYXWH MasIbUMIKa He Jajl eH
Jleub YCHYTH — BCe II0 JIaBKe CKaKaJl.

— A TaM WHAIOIIKM 3aMyYMJIH, — FOBOpHJIA
OHa, IJIaya, AyMasi, YTO ABepKHUM CIIMT, U JKaJly-
SICh caMOU cebe. — Jlersia OTJOXHYTh B IIaJIHCA[l-
HUKY — [NO’KIb, MHAIOIIKHA BCIO TOJIOBY H307pa-
JI¥, a TYT 3TOT A€MOHEHOK... Tak-To, AHHa MaT-
BeBHa! Tak-To, MaTyIkKa! Uy>KOM KyCOK He CJia-
nok! A 6oratas 6b11a, yMHeH 6apbIHU CJIbLIa!

JTO OHA BCIIOMHHAaJIa TO 30JI0TOE BpPeMs, KO-
raa ObLIO y Hee IeJIbIX TPUALATh 11eCTh PyoJIei.
OHa xoImJa M XpaHWIa HUX JOJIr0 KaK 3eHHUIY
OKa. /la BBIIIPOCHUJI, BEIMOJIMII B JIOJII MY>KHK, Y
KOTOPOT0 OHA CTOsJIa Ha KBapTUpe, IIOKJILICT Ha
IIepKOBb, UTO OTHACT, — UM, KOHEYHO, He OTHaJl,
Jake IIPSAMO CKasasl: TaK M 3HaW, He 0TJaM, U He
mraTamcd...



ABepKHH OTKpBLI IvIa3a. bbLIO JIydllie, yeM
IlaBeya, y>Ke He MyTHUJIach rosioBa. OH ITOC/IyIIal
IYPOUKY U YCMeXHYJICA. AX, TOCIIOLH, U3-3a Uero
TOJIBKO BOJIHYKOTCS, CTpajfarT JroAu! 3TOT CTa-
PUK, TaK pacTepssHHO >KaJIOBaBIIUNICA pPabOTHU-
KaM... JTa IUtavyylasg oT OoO0uAbl Ha pebeHKa
AHroTa...

— A THI 6BI €Tr0 3a BUCKHU, — CKa3aJyl OH, yCMe-
XasiCh.

— AU THI IIPOCHYJICA? — CIPOCHUJIA LYypPOUKa.
W BIOpPYT HeIIpUATHO, HEYMepeHHOo 3apblfasia. —
Ja ami g ciaaky ¢ HUM?

Korza oHa crasa 3aTHXaTb, ABEPKHUI HEIPOM-
KO 1 JIACKOBO OKJIMKHYVII ee.

— YTo Tebe? — TYII0 0TO3BaJIaCh OHA.

— Cxomu, MaTylIllKa, K MOey cTapyxe, — CKa-
3aJI ABepKUH. — CKa)ku, 4To0 IIpHIIlIa 3a MHOM.
boroch, e U caMOl eCTh Heuero, 1a Beb UTO K
ucgeaenib? Kak-Hubyap nmepedbemcs. S, BUIHO,
CBOe OTCJHYXKHJ. Bce moma-To JIydllle, IIPHUCTOM-
Hee...

— He ¢ uyXuMH Xe JIIOAbMH CMEHUTB! — C
ropeunbio OTBeTHJIa Aypouka. — CX0XKy, He GOH-
csd... A ThI He OOMIMIIIBLCSI Ha MEHS, UTO S Tebe
CKaXxxy?



— Her...

— A MOJKeT, UCITyraelnbCcsa JrsKe?

— A UTO? — CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— /Jla Tak... I Tebe xe mobpa kesasna. IIpu-
IIIa faBeua, — TOBOPSAT, THI 3axBopasl. f U 3a-
nwia K [TaHTiollle 1oragaTh HacyeT Teb4...

— Hy u uto xe?

— Tebe, 6aTiomiKa, IJIOXO0 BBINLIO... OH Ha-
OpaJs 3eMyId Ha CKOBOPOJKY, JIeT IIOJ CBSITble U
3ares... A caM Bce 6epeT 3eMJII0 CO CKOBOPOJKU
Ila Ha JMIo cebe IIOCHIIIAET... bepeT U IIOCHIIIa-
erT...

— A TBI paMMIHIO-TO MO0 CKasaja? — CIIPO-
CHUJT ABepKHUIA.

— To-To u befa, YTO CKa3aja...

ABepKUH I10MOJTYAIL.

— A TEHI BCe-TaKH K CTapyxe-TO CXOIH, — CKa-
3aJI OH.

— 06 3TOM ThI He youBaucs. CX0XKy.

BBIHYB M3 CBOEro HUIIEHCKOIO0 MeIllKa KpeH-
JleJib, OypodyKa CTajla eCcTh, cobupas C KOJIeH
KPOIIIKH.

— Xoyelllb KpeHeIbKa? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHa.

— Her, MaTy11Ka, crtacu6o, YTOM-TO He X0UeT-
1, — CKasaJj ABEpKUU.



B30XHYB, OH IIOBEpHYJICA Ha OOK. /lypouka
OTKpELJIa OKHO — CTaJIa JOXOJUTh CBEXKeCTh Be-
yepa. TOHKHUM, KaK BOJIOCOK, CepIl Mecsria 6Jie-
CTeJI HaJ, YepHOH II0OKaTOM PaBHUHOM 3a PeKOo,
B IIPO3payHOM HeOOCKJIOHE. /[aJIeKO Ha ceJie XO-
POIII0 M MIPOTSDKHO IIeJIH JeBKH CTAapHHHYIO Be-
JIM4aJIbHYI0 IlecHIO: «[Ipu Bedepe, Beuepe, IIpH
SICHOM Jiy4mHe...» Kora 1 ¢ KeM 3TO 6B1710? MAT-
KUl CyMpak B JIYI'y, HaZ MEJIKOM 3aBOJABLIO, TeIl-
Jiasl, PO30BeIoIlasi OT 3apH, AporKalllass MeJIKOM
psAOBI0, pacxofdInasacs KpyraMu BOZa, Ybs-TO BO-
ZI0BO3Ka Ha bOepery, c1a60 BUIHBIN B CyMpakKe Jie-
BUYUU CTaH, 60Cble HOTY — U HeyMeJIble PYKH, C
TPYZOM IIOJAHHMaAIOIIKe IIOJIHBINA 4Yeplak... Illa-
ITOM e/leT MHUMO MaJIblii B HOYHOE, CJIaJKO Jbl-
IIIUT CBEKEeCTHIO JIYIA...

— AN He ysHaja? — CIIpAIllIMBAeT OH IIPHU-
TBOPHO HEOPEXKHO.

— /Jlro)ke TBI MHe Hy’KeH y3HaBaThb! — OT3EI-
BaeTCd HeXXKHBIY, TPYAHOM, HeyBepeHHO 3BOHKUMI
T0JIOC — U IIPOTUB BOJIM 3BYYHUT B HEM JIacKa, pa-
IOCTh HeYassHHOM BCTPEYH.

— AM IOMOYb?

— /lto>Ke ThI MHe HY’KeH [I0OMOIaTh...

[lepecuninBasg cebs, cuuTas HEIPUCTONHBIM



HaBA3BIBATLCA C PasrOBOPOM, OH MOJIYA IIOTHU-
MaeTcsd B TOPY, B POCUCTOE TeMHOE II0JIe, TJIANUT
Ha 3Be3[Ibl, CYyIIaeT IeperesoB U eJJOBUTO NIY-
Maer:

«Xopora, 1a 6egHa. b cama BoAy BO3HUT...»

I9To OBLJIO MAaBHO, B CaMOM HadaJjle >KHU3HH...
Hey>xesu 3TO OHa, Ta, YTO IPUIET 3aBTPa, II0Be-
IleT ero JoMoM ymMmupars? OHa, OHa...



IV

Ha IIpUIIlIa 3a HUM Ha Jpyrou feHb. OHa Jac-

KOBO U 3a00TJIMBO yOpaJsia CBOMMU TeMHBIMU
pyKaMHu ero AOOPUIIIKO — apMSK, OHYYH, JIMHIO-
4yl IIOAIIOSICKY — M II0BeJjla ero, 6J1efHOro U
c1a60 yJyIbI6aroIerocs, JOMOM:

— IlonigeM, momzaeM, 6aTromika. byzas, mopabo-
TaJsI. Bech CBOM BeK >kfajia Te6s. A Thl BOH KaKOM
CTaJl — COBCeM HUKynAa. M3Hocuicd. /la 3aBeT-
HBIH IIePCTeHEeK U ITOHOIIeHHBINM XOPOILL...

U oH Bce pamoBasics IIepBoe BpeMs: BOT OH U
noMa, oTcay>Kuiics! OH He JieT B u36e, TaBHO XO-
TeJIOCh eMy II0JIeKaTh Ha cB060/e, Ha II0KOe, Ha
4HCTOM II0JIEBOM BO3[yXe. JIler OH Ha CBOEM T'yM-
HUIIIKe, B CTapeHbLKOU pure, IycTO 3apocClIeit
Kpyrom Jie6eJor, JieT B Tejiere 6e3 Kojgec — U B
OTKpPBITHIE BOPOTA JleHb U HOUb Besiyl Ha Hero Chl-
pOH BeTep C OTOPOJOB U I'yYMeEH, HECJI0 BEeTpPOM
KOCOM KPYIHBIN T0XKIb.

Bce mesia 06CygUIM OHHM CO CTApyXOMH, ITOXKa-
JIeJIU 104Yb, II0 HY)X[le PaHO BBIIAHHYIO B [aJlb-
Hee CeJIo, BO IBOP 3a)KUTOYHBIM, HO 0O0JBbHOM!
OyPHOM 060JIe3HBIO, U IIOPEIININ JaTh el 3HaTh,
4T00 IpHUexasa IpoBegaTh OTIA.



Jloub, 0OTHAKO, He exajla — BEPHO, He ITycKaJla
TI0T0/1a.

IToroga myuwmia. C yTpa CBETHJIO COJIHIIE,
MAPUJIO HaJ, ABIMSIITUMUCS IIOJIIMHU, HaJl TPSI3HBI-
MU JJoporaMy, HaJ xjiebaMU, HaChIIlleHHBIMU BO-
II00, JIETIIIMMU Ha 3eMJyIr0. C yTpa ABepKUM, II0-
POI0 IMOKHU/IABIIIMI CBOIO TeJIery U A00peaBIIni
110 130bl, 06ella cTapyxe, 4YTO OIIOroguTcs. Ho K
obeflaM OIISITH 3aXOJUJIN Ty4YH, Ka3aBIIIHECS elle
JepHee OT 6j1ecKa COJIHIA, MEHSUIA 06J1aKa CBOU
HeOOBIKHOBEHHBIE I[BeTA U OUepTaHUS, ITOTHU-
MaJICd XOJIOGHBIN BeTep, U 6erkasl II0 II0JIIM KO-
COM pafy>KHBIN TOXKIb.

— BynyT Genbl BesKHe, — TOBOPUJIA COCE-
Ka, ObIBIIIAs IBOPOBasi. — PaHbIlle U TYUKHU HE Te
OBLIH, BCe 3aUMKU /1a KYCTOUKY, a Tellepb 006J1a-
KO rpy6oe II0IILIO...

Ho ABepkuy, CUzs B BaJleHKax U IOJIYIIyOKe
BO3JIe U30bI, TOJIBLKO C/I1ab0 yIbI6asICsa: KaKoe [ie-
JIO OBLJIO eMy Telleph [0 OyAyIux 6ex!

Coceny, OBOUBIIIME IIap, IIpHe3Xalu K 00e-
laM MOKpB&Ie, yCTaJIble, YKaJ0BaJINCh, UYTO HA HUX
apMsIKH IIOIpesH, U TOXKe BCe XOTeJN YBEPUTh
cebs1, YTO aBOCH, bor mact, pasryssgercs. Ho mmocie
00eloB TeMHeJIO OT TydY, THaja Oyps JUBEHb C



rpagoM. K Beuepy cTHXasIo, COJHIIE IIPOTIJIA/bIBa-
JIO; HO Ha BOCTOKe I'POMO3/IMINCE PO30BEIE TOPH,
a 3amajHbIl HeOO0CKJOH BeChb IIOKphIBaJICA
CTpPaHHOM CepeOpHCTON 3bIOBI0, IIOXO0XKeM Ha
YTHUHBIN IyX.

A HoumM ObUIM TyMaHHBIE. 3ejleHOBaThle IIy-
LIMCThIE 3Be3/bl, KaK O0JIbIIINe CBETJISIKH, IJIs]Ie-
JI1 Ha ABepKus B BopoTa. CIiaj 0H MaJio, I10 HO-
4aM cKy4aJsl. Ho, BCllIOMHUHas TellepelIHI00 CBOI0
cBOOOZY OT BCeX 3ab60T U ropecrew, 6yarofapHoO
KpecTuIcs Ha Hebo.

Xynes u ciabes OH He II0 JHSM, a II0 YacaM.
Ho, 4yBCTBys, YTO CMepTh OBJIafieBaeT UM 0e3
MYK, 0e3 HM3[leBaTeJbCTBA, YaCTO TOBOPUJI CTaPY-
xe:

— Hudero, ThI He 601ic4, 1 yI00HO IIOMPY.

A cTapyxa BTUXOMOJIKY Hajlesylach, He JjlaBajia
Bephl ero cjoBaM. bosibIlle BCero Iyrajo ee ero
paBHoayive. Ho W paBHOAyIINE [TOJITO IIBITa-
JlaChb OHAa HCTOJIKOBBIBATH €ro CJIaboCThI0, IIOKa
HaKOHel] He IIepellI0 OHO MepHI.

B KOHIle W0, KOrZa Koe-KaK CTalu YOu-
paThCs B IIOJIIX U JOKOU IlepecTasly, IIporaJa y
Hee TeJIyIIKa, KOTOPYI C BEeJUKUMHU JIUIIEHUS-
MU Ha)kWja OHa cebe, KOTOpas XOAuWJIa 3a Hew,



Kak cobaka. CTapyxa Bce II0JId, BCe COCeIHUe Jie-
peBHU oberasia. B Tocke, B TpeBOre, OHa paccIipa-
IIMBajla Ka)kJ0ro BCTPEYHOIO, He BUIAJIU JIU
pPBDKeM TeJyIIKW, ¥ BCe He CIaBajach, IIPULY-
MEBIBaJIa BCe HOBBIE MeCTa, KyZa HaJo UATH Ha
OUCKHU. Kak BIpYr, B OAWH CYMpadHBLIN Beuep,
cob6aKu IIPUTAIIMIN Ha [lepeBHI0 PbDKYIO TOJIOBY
C MaJIeHbKUMU POXKKaMHU. V cobaK ee OTHSIIU U
IIpUHECIN CTapyXe Ha KpBUIbI0. OHa pacreps-
Jlachb U 3alllakasa, Kak pebeHOK. M Bce moiro
CTOSIA BOKPYT KPBLIbIIa, He 3Hasi, YTO TOBOPUTE,
4To AesiaTh. Ha BceX 3Ta cTpalltHasg, B CYX0H KpPo-
BH U C POKKaMH T0JIOBA IIPOM3BeJIa TsDKeJIoe
BIlevaT/JeHHe. I TOJIBKO OJWH ABEpPKHM, KOTO-
PBIM Ha rOBOP IpUOpes U3 pUTrd K u3be, JIerOHb-
KO PYKO# MaxHYJL.

— VK yero Tam! — ckasaj oH. — CMoJIOLy He
Ha’KHBaJIH, a Tellephb He K UeMy...

Bce B3IVIIHYJIM Ha HeTO C YAUBJIEHHUEM U elIlje
Opy>KHee 3arajifiejid, 4yTO 3TOI0 TaK OCTaBUTH
HeJb3d. IIacTyX CKasaj, 4TO CO0aKH PBUIH B JIe-
cy. HecMoTpd Ha CyMepKH, pellnIH HeMeJId
exaTb B Jjiec. Cocef; TOPOILUIMBO 3aIIpAr JIOIIALb
B TeJleTy, IIOCAaJWJ B Hee IUIAYYINYyI0 CTapyXy,
BCKOYMJI CaM M IIOCKaKaJl, 3arpemeJsI II0 YJIHIIE.



[TockakaJu 3a HUM BepxoBble. B IOJIAX OBLIO
TEMHO, B JIeCy TEMHO M THXO, y>Ke IIaXJIO OIlaB-
IIUMU JIUCTBSAMU. Jlec c1ab0 ocBelascs ¢ OJHON
CTOPOHBI KPaCHOBAaThHIM CBETOM BCXOJIUBIIIEN JIY-
HbL [Iprexanu K KapayJiKe Ha II0JIIHe, BO3JIE Y-
6a c 3acoxiel BepXYIIKOM. JIeCHUK yKHUHaI M,
YBU/IA TOJIIy, 0OUeHb Hcnyrascs. [lorpe6oBanu y
Hero ¢oHaph, IIOIIN 3a IIaCTyXOM K TOMY MECTY,
I7le ppUIM cobaKy, HAlUIW 3apbITy0 B 3€MJI0
Tpebyxy, IIOJHAIN TaM U II0Be3JIH JIeCHUKA B Jie-
PeBHIO, K ABepKHUI0.

ABepKH He CIIaJl, CHU/iesl B TeMHOU usbe. Ko-
I7la B3AyJH OTOHb U CTajla M3ba HaAIOJIHATHCA
HapojoM, KOI7la IIpUBeJIH CTapoCTy C II4JeBOu
60pooM 1 HamepeOOM CTaJM KpU4yaTh, OOBUHSAA
JIECHUKA, ABEpPKUHN HEO)XUJaHHO IIPUHSJI ero
CTOPOHY. JIeCHHUK B CBOe OIlpaBaHHe TOBOPUJI
TOJIBKO OZJHO:

— KpacTtpb g He corsiaceH. Mo poguTesb He
KpaJi, u 41 He corjyaceH. Kabnl s Kpaji, y MeHs Obl
HUYero He 6bLI0, bor OBl He fHaj, a TO y MeHS
CBO€ X035IHCTBO eCTh.

Ho ABepKuii, CO CBOUM PaBHOAYIINEM K 3€M-
HBIM JlejiaM, BIIOJIHE BepUJI eMy — U Jlake BO3-
BBICUJI T'0JIOC, HACTaUBasi, YTOOBI €ro OTIIYCTUJIH,



a He ca’kaJIl B XOJIOJHYI0. I yaUBJIeHHbIE, COU-
Thle C TOJIKY COCeH B KOHIIE KOHI[OB IIOKOPH-
JIUCh eMy. IIoKOpHJIach ero roJjiocy, ero rpoboBo-
My JIUIY U CTapyxa.

Ha BBI3ZI0OpOBJIEHUE €r0 Y Hee He 0CTaJIoCh C
3TOU HOUH HUKAKOU Hale>KIbI.



\'

0Yb C MY’KeM IIOCYJIMJIMCE IIPHUeXaTh U IIpHe-

XaId Ha IIPeCTOJIbHBIN IIPa3JAHHUK, KO BTOPO-
My Criacy. BbLJIO pellleHO, UTO 39Th CBe3eT ABep-
KU B OOJIBHUILY, IIOKa)KeT HOKTOPY. ABEpKHUt
COIJIACHJICS — H Ha JIeHb, Ha [{Ba 07KHJL

Ha feHb, Ha Ba BOPOTHMJIMCHL K HEMY OOBIU-
HbIe YyeJIOBeueCcKHe 4yBCTBa. C IIOMOIIBIO CTapy-
XM OH C PaHHero yTpa YMBLICH, IIpuYecaacs Ajsd
TOCTEeH.

B o0efpbl OH Jiexkasl W IIPUCIYLIHBAJICA: He
HAYyT JH? II0CIIBIIIAaMIUCh IIaTk M roJIoca BIaJIH.
B paMe BOpOT IOKasaJjcsd 34Tk, 38 HUM — J0Yb C
JIeBOYKOM, C3aJH CTapyxa. 35Tb, BEICOKHUH, C 3€-
JIEHOBATBIMH BOJIOCAMH, C OeJIBIMH PeCHHUIIaMH,
OBLI IIOAOPUT U HapsDKeH: HOBBIM KapTys, HOBbIE
caIory, cepas >KHJIETKa II0BepX HOBOM >KeJITOM
pyb6axu. /1o4yb, KOTOPY0 ABEPKHU BCeIfia CYUuTal
KpacaBHIleH, ¥ Ha 3TOT pas yAHUBHUJIA €r0 CBOEI0
KpacoToi, CKpOMHOCTBIO, COeJUHEHHOH C I0CTO-
HHCTBOM, [JIMHHBIMH OIIYILEHHBIMHM PEeCHHIIA-
MU, JIUJIOBBIM capagaHOM U CMYIJIOCTBIO Ma-
JIEHbKHX PYK. OHa, ’KeHCTBeHHas, MHJas, Beja
3a PyKy 06esJIOOPBICYIO [1eBOUKY B 3eJIeHOM ILjIa-



TBhHUIle, KOTOpasi C JIIOOOIIBITCTBOM OCMaTpHuBaJa
IOBIPHL B KpBIIlle PUTH U cOcasla JepeBsSIHHYI0 Ka-
TYLIKY U3-I10]{ HUTOK.

Ilomorinss, roCTHM IIOKJIOHHJINCH ABEpPKUIO,
OCTOPO’KHO IIOLIEJIOBAIMCH C HHUM, IIOGHSIN K
HeMy He XOTeBIIIYI0 I1eJI0BaThCs, BOPOTUBIIYIO B
CTOPOHY JIMYUKO [[€BOUYKY; ABEPKHH C HeXHO-
CTHIO0 3aMETHJI, UTO BOJIOCHI Y Hee 6eJI0-30JI0THU-
CTBIE, TBep/Jbl U IJIaIKH, KaK TpaBa IIOCJe JIeTa.
T'ocTu 3aroBOpuIN 607p0, 6GeCIIeYHO — 35ATh BCe
cTapaJicsl IIyTUTh, — HO He CBOLWIN C ABEpKUS
IJ1a3 U, BUIUMO, He 3HaJIH, UTO TOBOPUTh. OH 3TO
4yBCTBOBAJI, HEJIOBKO YJIbIOAJICI U Jake OOPHJI-
Cd, a caM AyMaJl, CpaBHUBas [10Yb CO CTApyXOM:
HeT, Mos yleBHee 6bL1al 1 1oub 6bLIa XOpolla
U CKPOMHA, KaK MaTh B MOJIOJIOCTH, HO Y J0UepH
ObIO OOJIBIIle CIIOKOMCTBHUSA, CHepP>KaHHOCTH.
/lodb Tporajia ero CBOeX KpacoTOX0, peCHUIlaMH,
6JIeCKOM CTeKJ/ITHHBIX KalleJlb B Ipebellike, a CTa-
pyXxa — JIalTAMH, [ApPSI6J0CTBI0 KOXKH, YCTaJIo-
CTHI0, UCKPEHHOCTHI. X TPOTUBOMIOJIOKHOCTD
B3BOJIHOBAaJIa €ro, ¥ OIIATh II0YyBCTBOBAJ OH Ha
MT'HOBeHUe: cjIajKa KU3Hb! CTapyxa He IIPUTBO-
psiack. OHa BOIIa U CTajsla, IPYCTHO IJISIAA Ha
Hero, Kak O6bI TOBOPS: BOT IIPUBeJIa, XOTST IIOTJIS-



IeTh Ha TeOsI — HeXOpPOIIl ThI CTaJl, 6aTIOIIKa, Aa
4TO K CJleslaelllb. A OH U IIpaBja ObLI CTpallleH.
BoJiochl ero eire 60JIbIlle IIOPeesIn, CTaad elfe
TOHBIIIe, OHHU JIe3JIH, I1a/la/Id Ha INUPOKUI BOPOT
pybaxu, Ha KJIFOUHIIBI, TOpUaBIIIHeE IO/ HEer0, KaK
yauiaa. IIo o6erM CTOpoHaM BBAJIUBIIMXCS BUC-
KOB TOpyYasd O0JbIlIMe IIpo3paydHble yIIu. [Jy-
00KO 3aIajaJjiu rjiasa.

T'ocTtu o6emanu B u3be. EMy IIpHUc/IaIy yalky
3eJIEHOTO KBaca C caJIoM, JIOMOThb xJieba. OH IIpH-
HOIHSJICS, B3sJI YalllIKy, HU3KO CKJIOHHWJICI HaJ
Hel, BBITHYJI 3yO04aTyH OT II03BOHKOB CIIMHY,
IIepeKpecTUICd, 3auepIHyJ IpoKalllell PYyKOH
JIOKKY Y IIPOTJIOTHJI TOPOILIMBO, 60SICh, UTO He
XBaTUT CHUJ IoecTb. U TouHO, He XBaTWia0. OH
yCTaJI, 38[0XHYJICS, JIeT Ha CIIMHY... U yaIka Tak
U OCTaJsIach CTOSATH Ha 3eMJie Bo3Jie Tejeru. Kac
3alleHWICs, IIOJepHYJICI CaJbHOM IIEHKOU, B
HEero HaIajajo MHOTO MyX. ABepKUU OTTOHSJI X
U paccMaTpUBaJll CBOIO PYKY, TOJIyOoble HOITH. /U-
BUJIA €TI0 JIaJI0Hb: BlIasias, OHa Obljla cyxa U OJie-
cTesia, OyATO HaTepTas BOCKOM... U, Imogymas o
00JIbHHITE, OH HACMEIIIMBO YJIBIOHYJICH.
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epes BeuepoM IIpOIIesT HeJOoJTUM A0XKAb. Co

CMeXOM, HaKpBIBIIUCH IIO/I0JIAMH, IYPTOM
npuberkay C YJIUIBI JeBKU, CTajJIu y BOPOT, He
obpallag BHUMaHUI Ha ABEpPKU, >KIajId, II0Ka
IepeieT NOXKAL, BUAHLIN B paMe BOPOT Ha Ce-
poi Tyuke. 3a BOPOTaMH TOBOPHJIH, CMESIHCH
pebsiTa, KTO-TO BCe HaYMHAaJI UIrpaTh Ha CJIOMaH-
HOM, C 3alajarwluMU KiallaHaM{, TapMOHUU.
Ilopmo1rresr K BOPOTaM 34Th, CJIerKa XMeJIbHOU. OH
BBICTaBMJI BIIepe], IIpaBoe KOJIEHO, IIOCTaBUJI Ha
Hero CBOI0 OOJIBIIYI0, MITKO U IPUSATHO PhIYaB-
LIy TapMOHUK. OH TOMHO CMOTpeJI B OJHY TOY-
Ky, UTrpasi. A IPOTHUB HET0 CTOsJIA U, CJIErKa CKJIO-
HUB T0JIOBY, YIIOPHO CMOTpeJia Ha Hero COJIAAT-
Ka, 6siegHasl >KeHIIMHA, C CBEXXUM, IIPUSITHBIM
PTOM U CepeOPUCTBIMU IJIa3aMU B UepPHBIX pec-
HUnax. OHU 3Ba/IU APYr Apyra B3IJIALaMU, CJIO-
BaMM 0eCKOHeYHOM «CTpajaTeJbHOM». W Bce
IOJITO, IIOJ] PEIKUM H0KIeM, CAeHIN 38 UX JII0-
O0BHBIMU 0e3MOJIBHBIMU IleperoBopaMu. IloTem-
HeJIO B yIJIaX PUTH, TEMHEJIO B BOPOTaX. 3aKpPhIB
IJ1a3a, ABepKHuH ciayiaa. EMy 66110 X0poIIio.

Viuia Tak U ocTasach BO3JIe PUTH [0 IIO3]-



Hel HOYM, pacXoAdaCh IOCTeIleHHO. II037HO HO-
Ubl0 HeOO PaCyUCTUIO, /iBe OOJIbIIIKE 3Be3[bl
IJIIleJI1 B PUTY. «3HAUYUT, TaK Ha/l0, — JyMall
ABepKUil, — 3HAUUT, eMy [J0Yb MOS HeXOpOIlla,
UHYI0 HaJ0». [apMOHBS CMoJIKJIa. KTO-TO roBo-
PHUII 3a BOPOTaMHU JIPOJKAIAM, OXPHUIIIIHUM T0JIO-
COM, 0 YeM-TO ympaiiusas. JKeHII[MHa oTBevasa
IIPOTSDKHO, YKJIOHUMBO, HO COIIPOTHBJIEHHE ee
6b110 c1aboe. [IoTOM Be TEHW HA MUHYTY 3aCJIO-
HUJIU 3Be3[bl B paMe BOPOT, IIPOIILIA MUMO, BJIe-
BO, K 0CTaTKaM COJIOMBL...

«AX, HeJIaJHO, — IIOAyMaJ ABepKHU. — A
I0Yb HeOO0CHh JIOUT ero..» B nylie 3a3Bydasia
IIeCHs, He)KHasd, JII000BHas: «5I COCKy4mIach, JIo-
06e3HBIN, 6e3 TebOs: BCA IIOCTEJIIOIIKA IIPOCThLIA
0e3 Tebsl, M3roJIOBBUIE 3aHHAeBeJsO..» OH 3a-
OBLICSI ¥ OYHYJICI OT TPOMKOIO Kallisl. 3STh,
IIPOBOAMBIIY COJIZATKY, CMeJI0 BOPOTUJICA B PU-
Iy, CeJl Ha PO3BaJbHU U, pas3yBasCh, CO CTyKOM
rnobpocas camoru HaszeMb. OH 3a)Ker CIIUYKY,
OCBETHUB IIeTyXa, HOYEBABIIEr0 Ha JepPeBIHHOM
KO03JIe JIJIs1 pe3KH.

UTo06Bl II0Ka3aThb, UTO OH He OOK»KaeTcs, He
BMEIIINUBAETC B Yy)KHUe [lesla, ABEepKUM, yCMeX-
HYBIIIMCh, CKa3aJl IIpo IIeTyxa:



— HW1is, rie KBapTepy cebe Hateon!

— A TBI 4ero >X He CIIHUIIL? — CIIPOCHJI 3ATh.

— S, mo4YecTh, HUKOTJA He CILJII0, — OTBETHJI
ABepkui.

— IloMupaelllb, 3HAYUT, — PaBHOAYIIIHO CKa-
3aJI 34Tk, JIOKAaCh.

— Xyzasg TpaBa M3 IIOJ BOH, — IIOIIYTHJI
ABepkuii. — A 4y — KoHell. Uyro — oHa. Ho-
YbI0 CKy4alo, ITyIlle BCero Kak IT0JIYHOYHAas 3Bes-
Ja-sapHuIla B3oujeT. Hukakasa! — ckasaa OH
6e3HaieKHO. — CTayIu y>K KOJIOKOJIBIIHL B TJIOTKE
3BEHETh...

34Th CTaJs 3achllaTh, CYMpPayHOo IIOXpaIlbIBasl.
W rpycTh, yMUJIEHbe OLUHOYECTBA HAaIIIM Ha
ABepkuda. X0TeJIOCh ellle ITIOTOBOPUTH, CKas3aThb
4TO-HUOYIb Py Ket6Hoe, IIPUITHOe 3i4TH0. OH
OKJIMKHYJI ero:

— Crume?

— HeTt, — oT03BaJjicad 34Th, OUHYBIIUCHL. — A
4TO?

U 3abopmMoTasI CTpOro:

— bypg 6ypoBUTH-TO, JIIOAM CIIaTh He [a-
BaTk... Criu!

ABepkHUH CMOJIK. XO0TeJI0Ch CKas3aTh: «AX, XO-
pola Jir060Bb Ha CBeTe >KUuBeT!» OH JierKall, Jy-



MaJI U 3aTauBa/l [bIXaHHeE, CTapasiCh IIpe/iCTa-
BUTH Cebs1 B MOTMJIe... 34Thb XpalleJl, CIlajJl Kpell-
KUM CHOM II037HeN Houu. Ciraboe, MyTHOe 3ape-
BO J10JITO OBLJIO BUJHO 3@ BOPOTaMH, 32 TEMHBIMU
nosiaMu. Ilokasasics I03AHUM II0JIyMecsall — KakK
OTpa’keHHe B 3aTyMaHEHHOM 3epKaJe, — IIpO-
II1eJ1 HU3KO U CKpbUICA. IloTeMHeJIo Iepef pac-
cBeToM. CTaJI Ha BCIO PUIy KpUuyaTh IeTyX. CTa-
JIO B paMe BOPOT cepebpUThCd He6o, CTayl 3aHU-
MaThbCA [ Y)KUBBIX HOBBIU JIeHb.

34Tb IIPOCHYJICH, CBEXO U KpPeIKO 3eBHYJI,
CHOBa pasbyJuB TOHKO JApeMaBIller0 ABepKUS.
VTpo HacTaso Becesoe. Becesio ¥ MOJIOO IJIsfe-
JIO B BOpOTa rosiyboe, 110 TOPU30HTY OpaH)KeBOe
He60. XoJI0[fHasg poca CBepKaJjla Ha TpaBe. 35Tb,
HajleBas CalloTH, HaAyBaJCd U CTydal UMU B
3eMIJII0.

— O0ysuy XpOMOM [ObSIBOJI! — CKasal OH
XPHUILIO U 60/Ip0, pasyMesi Callo>KHUKA.

— TeCHBIN caror oceHHee [1eJI0 HUKY/a, — OT-
BeTHUJI ABepKui. — MyKa.

— /Jla 3TO ellle I10 YyJIKY, — CKa3aJ 34Tb. — A
I10 IIOPTSIHKE U COBCeM He BOObelllb!

Crapyxa ¢ pouepbro Hapsamuiau ABepkus. Ha
Hero HaJleJu CUTILIeBYI0 pybaxy, JaBHO CIHHSIB-



IIIy10, HO YHMCTYI0, JIETKYIO, Y3KUE cepble OPIOKU B
I10JIOCKaX — II0/IapOK ¢ 6apCKOro ABopa, — U KO-
’KaHble 6aXUJIKH; HaJleJIU IOIYITyO0K, 60JIbIIYIO
LIANIKy U IO/, PYKU IIOBeJIU K TeJsere. /leBouKa
TOHsJIaCh II0 pure 3a IIeTyXOM, BCe HOPOBUIJIA
II0OMMAaTh ero 3a XBOCT. IIopKHUMasCh, IIeTyX MeJl-
KO y6eras oT Hee, 1 ABepKUU ycMexasics. ITocie
purx Heb60 II0KA3aJloCh eMy OeCKOHEYHO IIPO-
CTOPHBIM, CBETJBIM U PafoCTHBIM, BO3JYyX B IIO-
JIIX — YIIOUTeJIbHBIM. Jlopora y>ke 06Bsiia. /leHb
OBLT aBTyCTOBCKUU — HPOXJIaAHBIN, 6J1€CTAIITUH,
CO CTaJIbHBIMH O6J1akaMu. O O0JIBHUIIE, O BEI3JIO-
POBJIEHMH He XOTeJIOCh U AyMaThb: U TaK ObLIO
XOPOIIIO.



Vil

Hpomeﬂ ele Mecdil. )KU3HbB ellle 60JIbIIle OTO-
JBUHYJIACh 0T ABEepKHA 3a 3TOT Mecdl]. Hep-
Hble KaTBIIIIeUYKY B IIaXy4eM >KeJITOM IIOPOIIIKE,
KOHEYHO, He IIOMOIJIM — TOJIBKO ITaJIMIN H37KO-
ro. Ho oH Bce-TakU eJl UX — IIeJIbIX ABafLaTh
IoHen. Korga ke IIPOIVIOTHJI IIOCJIEIHIOI0 M 3a-
4eM-TO CIIPSATaJl KPYIJIBIM ITy3bIpeK II0J, IIO/YIII-
Ky, B3J0OXHYJI TaK 00JIeTYeHHO, TOYHO CBAaJIUI C
IUIeY MOCJAeHUN TSXKKUM OJT. A C JIIOABMU OH
MBICJIEHHO y>Ke IIPOCTHJICS: JIFOAY IIOHEMHOTY 3a-
ObIBaJIU O HeM, 3aXO/IMJIM K HEMY BCe perke, a 3a-
X0, TOBOPHJIM TO TpOraTesbHOE, TO CMEIITHOE,
TO I'PYCTHOE, HO BCeI/ia HeBa)kKHoe. Bce BpeMs OH
4yBCTBOBAJI Cebsd IrocTeM, 3ae3’XUM B KaKOM-TO
Kpay, I7ie OH >KUJI KOIZa-TO U Ifie Telepb >KUBYT
elle OelHee U CKy4YHee, YeM >KWIH IIpeXx[e, [IpU
HeM.

BopoTmiica IOMOM M 3aXOQWUJI pasa JBa COJI-
IaT, HoobkIBaBIIUU B [IopT-ApType U B SIIOHUU —
Ha BOMHe W B IUIeHy. 1 He pacckasasl HUYero
IIyTHOTO HU O BOWHeE, HU O IJIEHe, TOBOPMJI TO
’Ke, YTO TOBOPHJIU U BCe, II0ObIBaBIIIKE Ha BOMHE
U B Yy)KHX CTpaHaX. Ha Bo#He cTpaIHo, a II0-



TOM HUYEro, ¥ He JiyMaelllb, a B UyKHUX CTpaHax
BCe He IIO-JIIOACKU: 3eMJIM MHOI0o, a XOOUTb
HerJle, Be3e TOpPbI, JIIOJIEM BCAKUX — U He
CUeCTh, & IIOTOBOPUTH He C KeM... MHOI0 paccka-
3BIBaJI COJIZAT O SIIOHKAaX, HO U UX OCYXKJaJI: «Ma-
JIBI POCTOM U He 3aBJIeKaTeIbLHEI».

3axoguia AHoTa. C Hell ABEpKHUIO OBLIO JIeT-
KO, OHa CHJeJsa [0JIr0, HUKy/a He CIIellusa, He
roBOpwJja IIPUTBOPHO: «Hy, 9 NOMNAy, Aesblle
eCTh...» OHa ObLIa 3ayIlleBHA, IIPOCTa, XOTS U 3a-
IleBajia ABepKUs TeM, UTO CTajla TOBOPUTh C HUM
Telleph, KaK C paBHBIM, KaK C IypayKoM, CO CBO-
UM 6paToM, JIMIITHUM YeJIOBEKOM.

3ax0UJI CTAPUK-IUISICYH, B IIOJIYIITyOKe U CTa-
POt TOCIIOACKOM COJIOMEHHOM IUIATIE, TIPUHOCHIT
s16JI0K, C HeyMepeHHOM HaCTOMYUBOCTHI0 COBAJI
UX II0[ IIOAYIIKY ABEPKHI0 U C HEyMepeHHbIM
0’KUBJIEHHEM 00JITajl, BHYTPeHHE pagysiCh CBOe-
My IIOCTOSHHOMY XMEJII0, a KU3Hb CBOI TO BOC-
XBaJIAsd, TO HU B IPOII He cTaBsa. OH AbIIIajl IIepe-
rapom, roBopuiI 6e3 yMOJIKY.

— XMm! — roBopmya OH.— MHe TyT, B ceJle,
pait! TyT 9 MaJIeHbKO OIIpaBUJICH, UeJIOBEKOM
CTaJ. A TO COCJIaJIM MeHS IIPOIUIBIHA rof... Me-
HBHUIIIKO B IT0JIe, CaJl B I10JIe — XOThb OBI Tebe IBO-



puiko! Ckyka — usbaBb bor! He To, 4TO y Bac B
cesie: TYT B II0JIe BBIJIEIllb, U TO YTO-HUOY/b YBU-
IUIIb 00s3aTesIbHO: JIU60 I7e pebsiTa B KOHOIIAX,
160 6a6y IpUMeIllb K CBEleHUIO. ..
X03UCTBEHHBIM JIIOASAM OBLIO He 0 ABep-
KUS1: OHU BesId HOBOe 3epHO U OIIAThH pacceBau
ero. Pasz sta MuUpHas >KHU3Hb ObLlIa HapyllleHa
TpeBOroi, HabaTOM, TOPOILUIUBO C3bIBABIIUM HC-
IIyTaHHOEe CeJI0O K MeCTy HeOXXHUJaHHOM 6efpl, K
OMeTy Ha JaJibHeM T'yMHe, BHE3allHO OXBayeH-
HOMY CpeJiyl >KapKoro II0JIIHSI BeCesI0 U TOPOILIU-
BO pasropaBIINMCS OPaH)KeBBIM ILIaMeHeM. Y
ABepkus, Bcerza 0OsBIIErOCa II0KapoB, 3aKO0JIO-
THUJIOCH cepAre. OH, HACKOJBKO MOT, IIOCIIEIITHO
IIPUIIOIHSJICS U JOJITO IJIsAZiesl B BOPOTa, Ha T'OJIy-
60e CIIOKOMHOe He60, II0 KOTOPOMY 6eCIIOKOMHO
U BBICOKO HeCJIMCh YepHBIe XJIOIbS, «TaJKu». OH
JKalHO IIPUCIYIIUBAJICA K TOMY IIIyMy U ramy B
cesle, KOTOPBIM JIrOAM, Oeryiye Ha II0XKap, BCe-
I7a 3a4eM-TO IIpeJlHAMEPEHHO YBeJINUYHUBAIOT.
OH, 110 CTapo¥ IIPUBBIYKE, 3apasuICa ObLIO ITUM
4yBCTBOM, HO CKOpO IIOHSJI, UTO II0’Kapy OH
TOJIbKO 00pazoBajsicsi — 06pajioBaJicsa pasBiieye-
HUI0, TOMY, UTO IpHUOeryT K HeMy, IIOTaIjaT ero
U3 PUTH BOH; IIOHSJI U TO, YTO II0’Kap AaJIeKo U



4TO HUYEro 3TOr0 He OyJeT, — U OIATh II0YYB-
CTBOBAJI paBHOAYIIIYE, OIIATH JIeT.

Pa3 3ames Kk HeMy [OLAYOK B IIapPYCHMHOBOM
IIOAPACHUKE: IIOCH/eJI, ClIepBa IIOIIYTHI HaLl ero
00J1e3HbI0, IIOTOM CKa3aJl:

— /Jla... «M1 BO3BpaTUTCA IIepCTh B 3eMJII0, IKO
Ke 0Oe, U Iyx Bo3BpaTuTcd K bory, ke maue
ero...» ITOro, 6patT, He MUHYeIllb!

W ABepKui, KOTOPOMY O4Ye€Hb IIOHPaBHJINCH
€ro CJIOBa, TOPOIIMBO OTBETHIIL:

— H36aBb Bor! Kak M0O>KHO TOro MHHOBATh!

Ha MrHOBeHbe eMy CTaJIO KYTKO OT I[€pPKOB-
HEBIX CJIOB IBbsIYKa, HO, II0IyMaB, OH eIlle TBep>Ke
IIOBTOPWJL:

— Her, usbaBb, 'ocriofu, — He MHHOBATh-TO!
51 BOH XaJroCch WHOU pas, A, MOJI, Ko4eT 06poyu-
HBIM, KaK TOBOPUTCS, a pasBe He mpaspa? M bor
00pOKY TpebyerT...

U, 3aryTaBIIMCh B CBOUX MBICJISIX, IIPUOaBUII
HeKCTaTH:

— HeT, KaK M0>XHO... A TO GBI CTOJILKO I'pexa
pasBesiock! Tak-To, CBATHIE JIIOAU TOBOPAT, IILIa
boxbsa MaTephb 0T KpecTa U ILIaKaja HaB3pPBIL...
Bce 11BeTHI OT CJj1e€3 IOKIJINCh, IIOCOXJIHU, OHH Ta-
6aK ocTasicd... 3a TO-TO BOT U )KIYT €ro, Kypsr...



[Tocste 60JILHUIIBI OH YacTO JeJiajl IIOIBITKH
BCIIOMHHUTL BCI0 CBOIO >KH3Hb. Kasasoch, 4TO
HeoOXOJMMO IIPUBECTU B IIOPSAJOK BCe, YTO BHU-
JileJ1 1 YyBCTBOBaJI OH Ha CBOEM BeKy. 1 OH IIBI-
TaJICI CHeJlaTh 3TO, M KaK[ABIM pa3 HalIpacHo,
BOCIIOMHMHAaHUsI €ro OBLIM HUYTOXKHBI, OeHBI,
OJHOOOpasHbl. BCIIOMHUHa/NINCh IIYCTAKH, 6e30
BCSIKOIO TOJIKY Y BCe B KaPTHHAX — HESICHBIX U
OTPBIBOYHEBIX. TOJIBKO HAUHEIb BCIIOMHHATh
’KH3HbB II0 IIOPSAJIKY, C HavaJia, C IeTCTBa, KaK Bce
COJIbETCS B OJUH KaKOM-HUOYAL fleHb, B OJJUH Ka-
KOU-HUOY[b Beuep, YaCcTO U He OTHOCALIUMCI K
IeTCTBY U TaKOHM [aJIeKUii, TaKOM HeHY KHBIY,
4YTO TOJILKO PYKOM MaxHelllb. C TOCKOK MaxHYyJI
pyKOil ABepKHII ¥ Ha BCe CBOM 3HaHMIA, Ha BCe
CBOH CIIOCOOHOCTH YMCTBEHHEIE. «Belb BOT Ka-
Koe uyno! — mymas oH. — JKumi1, >KujI, a HU4ero
He IIOMHIO, HUYero He IIOHUMalo...» [0BOPAT, Ha-
IIPHMep, YTO POJHJICI OH BOT TaM-TO M TOTZa-TO.
A 4TO 3TO 3HAUUT — popuiica? He okaswIBajIoCh
Iake IIOHUMaHUS COOCTBEHHOIO POXKAEHUs, He
OKa3bIBaJIOCH Jla’Ke B HET'O OILIyTUTEeIbHOM Bephl!
Bcerpa ¥ Bce TOBOPHJIM, YTO OTLIOM €ro ObLI BOT
TOT-TO, @ MaTePLI0 — BOT TA-TO. Telmeps OH U 3TO-
My He BepHJ, U 3TOro He IOHMMaJ. OH BCHO



JKU3Hb CUHUTaJ POAUTesIed caMbIMH OJIM3KUMU
JIIOABMU; HO, KOTZa YMepP OTel], OH COBEPIIeHHO
3a0BLJI ero, TOYHO TakK ’Ke, KaK ¥ MaTh: He TOJIbKO
JKaJsIeTh IlepecTasl, a Jake JIMIla OTIIOBCKOTO He
MOT SICHO IIpeJiCTaBUTHL cebe. Tak cOIMIKaAICI OH
Ha CBOEM BeKYy U C MHOTMMH JIPYTUMHU JIIOJbMHU.
Ho u ux 3a6bLI — BOT KakK CHBI, HaIIpUMep, pas-
Be MaJIO BHJeJI OH CHOB, a IIONPOOyM-Ka BCIIOM-
HU ux!

TosbKO lajleKue CyMepKHU Ha peke, JaleKyIo
BCTpeuy CBOIO C TOM MOJIOMIOM, MIUJIOU, KOTOpas
PaBHOAYIITHO-)KaJIOCTHO CMOTpeJjla Ha Hero Te-
Iepb CTapyeCKUMH TIJla3aMH, OIIyTUTeJIbHO
TIOMHUJI OH J1a ICHO BUJieJI JIUIIO J0YEePH.



VIl

I/I ellle MecdI] IIpoIlleJ, U IPUOJIHU3UIOCH Bpe-
Ms IIPUHECTH 3TOT TOPBKUM U CIaJKUH 006-
poxK bory.

OceHb HACTyIIMJIa PaHO. 3aMy4YeHHBIM XOJIO-
JaMH, CTapOM OJeXK0M, IIPOJIEKHAMU U CYXUMU
paHaMHM Ha JIOKTSIX, ABEpPKHUM TOJIBKO T0JIOBOH
KayaJl, pasymesi CMepTh:

— Hy, u HopoBHcTa! He mokiInyeInbes!

Mup OH II0-IIpe’KHeMYy BH/IeJI TOJIBKO B BOPO-
Ta — BHJIeJI TOJIBKO YacCTHUI[y OTPOMHOM KapTH-
Hbl. [IlIM 110 TOPU3OHTY 3a OO6Ha’KEHHBIMHU JIO-
3MHKaMU Bce OeJIeBIIIMe, BCe XOJIOeBIIHe 00JIa-
Ka. YMupas, BBICOXJIN U IIOTHUJIN TpaBElL IlycTo
M roJ10 cTasIo rymHo. Crasa BUAHA CKBO3b JIO3HH-
KU MeJIbHUIA B 6eCIIpUIOTHOM IT0JIe. JJ0KAb II0-
PO CMeHAICA CHeroM, BeTep Iyziesl B ObIpaX pU-
T'Y 3JI0 ¥ XOJIOZHO. ABEPKHM TYIIO ZyMaJl:

«EeT oceHb Ha I1eToM KOObLIE...»

A B yepHBEIe, JIe[IgHBIe 1 MOKpBIe HOYM, KOIZia
TOJIBKO paMa BOPOT MYTHBIM M HEIIOJBM)KHBIM
IIpHU3PaKOM CTOsIa Ilepef HUM, CBUHII0BO IJIAe-
Jla Ha Hero, eMy OBLJIO KyTKO. IlepeliTH ke B Us3-
0y OH He pellajcd: 3HaJ, 4YTO 3aJ0XHETCd B



IIEPBYI0 Ke HOYb — ¥ YMpPeT MYYUTEeJIbLHO.

Pas mpucHuIICH eMy TaKOM COH. OUeHb XO0JIO[I-
HO, HU3KHe TY4YH BJAIH HaJ, 3eJIeHsIMH, HaJl JKeJl-
TO-KpaCHOM IpsfoM Jieca 3a HUMH. Bosje rpss-
HOM JOPOTH eJleT OH caM — APEeBHUM, JJIMHHOBO-
JIOCBIM, AJIMHHOHOTHM, B AJIMHHOM IIOJIyIIyOKe
Ha HCCOXIIIEM UIMHHOM TeJjle — U II0TaJIKUBaeT
JlalITeM IIeryl0 KOOBIJIEHKY, IJTYOOKO BSISHYIIYIO
B CBIPOM 3eMJle, KOMaMH{ BBIBOPaYUBAIOIIYIO 3e-
JleHs. HarHa ero 6apCcKHi cTapocTa BepXoM, B
ceJlsIe, MOJI4a, 3JI00HO fasl eMy B AyIy. OH, ABep-
KHUH, MOJIYa, JIETKO CheXaJl CO CIIMHBI KOOBILIBI
BMeCTe C apMsAKOM, Ha KOTOPOM CH/IeJI, II0BAJIHJI-
Cs1 Ha KOJIEHH, CHSJI TsDKeJIYIO IITAIIKy C JIBICOM I'0-
JIOBBI, CTaJI IUIaKaTh, IIPOCUTDH IIPOIIEHHUs, TOBO-
PHUTB, YTO OH IJIyX, CTap, cjaab, efjeT K J0YepH...
OckasuB 3yOBl, CTapOCTa CTaJI JPaTh ero KHyTOM
II0 4YeM IIOIaJIo — U OT O0JIM M OT y»Kaca ABep-
KHU IIPOCHYJICA Bechb B cie3ax. M 1o paccseTa Jie-
JKaJsl, IJIAfleJl Ha CBHUHIIOBBIM IIPU3paK BOPOT,
4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3aMHUpaeT, O6beTcd II0CIeSHUM
TOPOILZIMBBIM 60eM ero MCTOMJIEHHOe Cepjlie, U
He IIOHMMaJl — COH JIM 3TO OBLI, MJIK CaMa 3eM-
Has )KU3HbB ero, CIUBIIAasACI B TY TOCKY, B TO TOpe,
C KOTOPBIM OH BO CHe IIOBAJIMJICS II€pe]; CTapo-



CTOM Ha KOJIeHKHU. U, BLITHpasd MOKpPOE OT CJIe3
JIVIT0, 3aCMesLJICSI ¥ TBeP/0 CKa3aJl cebe:

— Her! Ilokgy B u3by! 3aoxXHyCh — TyAa U
Iopora...

A HayTpo ¥ IIOHEBOJIE IIPHUIIIOCHL IIEPEXO-
IUTh. BHesaIrHo Irpunwia suMa. 1 )KusHe B ABep-
KHH BCIIBIXHYJIA eIlle pas.

AX, B 3uMe OBLJIO JaBHO 3HAKOMOe, BCerja pa-
IOoBaBlllee 3UMHee UyBCTBO! IlepBEIil CHeT, IIep-
Basg MeTeJsb! 3abesesu 110J1d, IIOTOHYJIN B HEH —
3abuBaricd Ha IoJrofia B U30y! B OeJIbIX CHeX-
HBIX II0JIAX, B MeTeJHd — IJIyIIb, TUYb, & B US3-
6e — yIOT, ITOKOM. YHUCTO BBIMETYT yXaOHCThIe
3eMJIIHBIe I10JIbI, BBICKPEeOYT, BBIMOIOT CTOJI, Tell-
JIO BBITOIIAT IIeYb CBeXKel COJIOMOM — XOpo1IIo!

U nmoub nprexasna. «TOYHO IIOYYSIO ee Cepr-
I1e», — IIoAyMaJI ABepKH, X0TA U 3HAJI, YTO IIPU-
exajla OHa K IIoZpyre Ha Crosop. Besoil Kypou
HecJIo HaJl lepeBHeMH, y6essisa ee, THUIYI0 U TeM-
Hy!0. besbl OBLIM KOCOTOpPHI U Oepera peKd —
TOJILKO CaMa PeKa, ellle He 3aCThIBIIIAs, YepHeJIa,
U 110 Hel ellle IJIaBaJIu OeJsible T'YCU. A B CeHIIax
U305l CTOSLJIA [0Yb, Becesiasl U KpacuBas. Terepb
el COBCeM He >KaJIKO ObLI0 OTI|a, — BeAb BCe
paBHO eMy He BCTaTb. OCEHBI0 yMepJia ee [eBOY-



Ka — 3TO CHOBA CJieJIaJI0 ee MOJIOZOM U CBOOOJ-
Hou. CTapyXa rOTOBHJIa Ha Hapax II0CTeJIb ABep-
KH1o. 1 1oub Xflajza ee, YTOOBI UATHU 3a OTIOM,
Ha PO3BaJIbHAIX IIepeTacKUBAaTh eTo B U30y.

[IpuexaB, OHa CKHHyJa IIYyOKy, CKHHYyJa
II1aJIb C TOJIOBBHI Ha IVIEYH M CTOsJIa Ha II0pore B
CeHIIax. B pacKphITYIO IBeph HeCJIO cepebpucToi
IIbLIBI0. OHA CTOsIA B TOIyOOM IIIEPCTSHOM ILIa-
The, OT KOTOPOI'0 XOPOIIIO, AYIIKMCTO IIaxJo. Ha
BOJIOCAX ee 6yIecTe/IM OCTUHKH cHera. CocelCKHUMA
TeJIEHOK Jie3 B CeHIIbl. OHa HEeCKOJIbKO Pa3 BBITO-
HsJIa ero, IIOTOM BBICKOYMJIA Ha IOPOr. EX Kasa-
JIOCh, UTO OHa OIIATh KUBET I0Ma, Y OQTIOIIKHU C
MAaTyIIIKOMH, eBKOK. Ee pasoBao, YTO OHA 3HAeT,
4Yer 3TO TeJIEHOK M KOMY HY)KHO KPHKHYTH O
HeM.

— Muika, poguMers Te6s1 pacIIuou! — KpPUK-
HyJIa OHa, BRICKAKHBasi Ha IIOPOT U pafysaCh, UTO
MOJKeT, KaK CBOs, TYTOLIHSAS, He 00HIHO pyraTh-
cs1. — 51 3a TBOMM OBIKOM TOHATHCS He CTaHy!

B ceHIIbI, IPBI3d IOACOIHYXH, BOIILIA IIOAPYTa,
Ta, Ha 4Yel CroBOp OHA IIpHexasa, JeBKa Cephes-
Has, C IIMPOKUMHU YepPHBIMU OPOBSIMH, TOXKEe Ha-
psOKeHHas, B HOBOM OOJIBIIIOM ILIATKe CTaIbHO-
IO IIBeTa C CepeOPUCTHIMU JIUCThIMU.



— Ilo¥imeM 6aTIOIIKYy IIepeBO3UTH, — TOPOII-
JIUBO CKasaJla e [o4Yb ABepKusa. — CoBceM IIO-
MHpaeT, 3a II0II0M BeJieJI UTHUTh...

ABepKuii, BO30YKIeHHBIM U OECCOHHOU HO-
Ubl0, U IIepBOM MeTesbl0, U IIEPeXO/l0OM B U3-
0y, — OJIM3KOM CMepThIo, — JIeKal B PO3BaJIb-
HAX U CIyllaj, KaK XOJIOLHO, II0-3UMHEMY IIIy-
MHUT BeTep, HeCyI[uil GeJible XJIONbs, KaK IIyp-
IIIAT CyXOM peIlleTHUK, CKBO3b KOTOPBIHA AyeT OH.
ABepKHH IpoKasl, €XHJICI B CBOEM HCTEPTOM
IIOJIyIIy6Ke, HaKPBITHIM /I TeIlla IIeTMMHU II0-
IIOHaMM, U BCe HaJBUTaJ Ha JIOCHALIUMICA JI00
CBOI0 IJIYOOKYIO IIAIKy. JIUII0 Y HEero ObLIO KAY-
Illee, HO IJIa3a, O0JIbIIMe, IIOTeMHeBIIIHe, HUUeTo
He BpIpakay. OH caM, CBOMMH CHJIAMH, IlIaTa-
SIChb U IIbsiHes OT C/1aboCTH, Itepebpasics U3 TeJle-
I Ha PO3BaJIbHU U C JeTCKUM JI0BOJILCTBOM [IY-
MaJI: IPUAYT, YTOOBI IepeKIajblBaTh ero, — aH
Yy Hero y>k BCe IOTOBO, TOJIBKO 3a OIJIOOJIH Ge-
PHUCEH... BApyT paspgajicd 3BOHKHU r0JI0C JOYEePH:

— baTrormka! JKus?

Jlouka, yBHJS1 €ro, BHe3aIlHO 3aIllaKasa: TaK
BeJIUK U JIpeBeH II0KasaJICd el 3TOT KHUBOH IIO-
KOMHUK, C OCTaTKaMH >KHUJKHUX BOJIOC, OTPOCIINX
[0 IUIeY, B IlIAIIKe, CTaBIIEeM OT BETXOCTH Ka-



KHM-TO BBICOKHM IILTBIKOM, BpO/ie CKYQBU, U B
IJIMHHOM apMsiKe I[BeTa CyXOTro prKaHoro xjeba
I0Bepx IMOJIyITyoKa. OH II03[]0poBajsica C HeH
YyTh CJIBIIITHO. W, OIyCTUB TJIa3a, OHA IIOYTH 0e3
IIOMOIITY IIOJIPYTH IIOTAIllMIa PO3BaJIbHU K U36e.
U 1o 6esI0OCHE)KHOMY IIOKPOBY IOTSHYJIMCH OT
PHUTH [10 U36BI [Be YEPHBIX II0JIOCHl — TPAYPHBIN
CJIE]] TI0JI03bEB, BCE JIETO CTOSIBIITMX HA BJIAXKHOH
3emIe.



IX

Ha IIBOpe CU3eJId CYMepKH, HO ellje CBeTJIO ObI-
JIo, 6eJ10 OT CcHera. A m36a yKe HaIlOJITHUIACh
CyMepKaMH.

B cymepky, Bech B CHery, Harubasicb Ha II0pO-
re HU3KOU JiBEpPH, BOIIIEJI B 130y CBAILlEeHHUK.

— I'me oH TYT y Bac? — 604p0 KPUKHYJI OH, U
T0JIOC eT0 pasjasics, KaK rojIoc caMOM CMepTH.

B THXOM cTpaxe BCTajla C JIaBKH CTapyxa.
(Joub, He aymass, 4TO KOHeI] OTIja TaK OJIU30K,
yIIZIa Ha CroBOp.) YIHpAasCh APOXKalllUMU pPYKa-
MU, IPUIIOAHAJICA U CaM ABepKHM U 3aMep B
O’KMJaHUM, KaK BCTaBIINI U3 rpoba. B TeMHOTe
MepTBEHHO-0JIeTHO CHUHEJI0O ero y>KacHoOe JIHIIO.
B3I/ITHYB Ha HETO0, CBAIeHHUK IIOHHU3UJI I'0JI0C U
OBICTPO, C UCIIYTOM, TAKUM TOHOM, TOUHO BOIIIeJI
B U30y ellle KTO-TO, TOT, /I/Is1 KOTO BCe 3TO U JieJia-
Jloch, — caM bor kak 6yaTo, — cKasas:

— ITanky-To, NanKy-TO CHUMU!

ABepKHU CTallUII ee, II0JI0KUJI Ha KOJIEHH. ..

IloToM saTerIvIach KeJTHIM OTOHBKOM BOC-
KoBasg cCBeya. lICIIoBeLOBAaBIINCH, IIPHUYACTUB-
IIIACH, ABEPKUU UYTh CJIBIIIIHO CIIPOCHIIL:

— barTromka! Hy, KaK I10-BaIlieMy, — BEI 3TO



[leJI0 XOPOIIIo 3HaeTe, — eCTh YK OHA BO MHe?

W CBAIIEHHUK OTBETHJI €My IPOMKO H IIO-
CIIEIITHO, IIOYTH Ipybo:

— EcTb, ecTs. Ilopa, cobupaiics!

He riapa Ha cTapyxy, OH IIOMMaJll ee PyKy, B
KOTOpPOH y’Ke aBHO OTIIOTEJI IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN
OBYTPUBEHHBIN, U IIOCIIEITHO IIIAaTrHYJI 3a IIOPOT.
Crapyxa, IepeKpecTUBIINCE, II0L0IIIa K HapaM
U CTaja, IIoAIHpas PYKOM II0L60pPOJOK, HAaIJIsd-
IOBIBAsICh B IIOCI€JHUM pas Ha TOro, KOI0 OHa TakK
MaJI0O Bupaesa IpH XU3HHU... «[lopa, mopal» —
KPUKHYJI Ha HEro CBALIeHHUK. 1 OH IIOKOPHO
JIeT Ha CIIMHY, 3aKaB CBeuy B KOCTJIABBLIX I1aJIb-
nax. Ceparie ero MJeJsio, Tasyio — OH IIBLI B TY-
MaHe, B IIpeICMepTHOM 3bI0U. JKesThIl JporKa-
LU CBeT CKOJIb3WJI II0 er0 IIelleJIbHBIM rybawm,
CKBO3HUBIIIMM B PeJKHUX ycaxX, IO OJecTdiiemMy
OCTPOMY HOCY, II0 60JIBIIINM JIUJIOBBIM 06JI0KaM
3aKpBITHIX IJIa3. UyBCTBYS UbIO-TO GJIM30CTh, OH
cesas Hax cob0M ycuive — XOTesl YTO-TO CKa-
3aTh YU IPHOTKPLLI IJ1a3a. Ho TOJILKO SPOrHYJIO
ero JIMIo. MoJkeT, ero Iryrajl U 6eCIIOKOMUJI 3TOT
CBeT, 9Ta YepHas [porKkalllas TbMa, HallOMHUHAFO0-
as [epkoBb? W cTapyxa, gyMas, 4To [0 KOHIIA
ellfe fajIeKo, TUX0 BEIHYJIA CBeUy U3 PYK ABep-



KU U, IYHYB Ha Hee, cejia BO3JIe Hero.

U B TUIIIUHE, B TEMHOTe ABEPKUIO CTAJIO JIer-
ye. [IpeficTaBUIICI €My JIETHUH 1eHb, JIETHUH Be-
4Jep B 3eJIeHBIX II0JIIX, KOCOIOp 3a CeJIOM U Ha
HeM — ero Morwmia... KTo 3To Tak 3BOHKO U TakK
JKYTKO KPUUUT, IIPUUYNTaEeT HaJl Helo?

— PoguMBIN THI MO 6aTIOIIKA, YTO 7K THI Ce-
6e cayMaJi, 4TO Thl HaJ HaMU cpesnan? KTo X 6y-
IleT HaMM I[Ie4aIuThCd, KTO OyJeT 3a00TUTHCA?
PopyMbIN ThI MOM 6aTIOIIKA, S IIIJIa MUMO Ballle-
ro BOpa: HUKTO MeEHS He BCTPeTWI, HUKTO He
npuBetwa! £, OpIBasio, 6aTiOIIKa, HWAY MUMO
BaC — ThI MeHS BCTpeyvaelllb, Thl MeHs IIPHUBeYa-
eltb! VK THI TPSIHB, TPOMYIIIEK, IIPOCBETHUCS, MO-
JIOHBbSI, PACCTYIIMCd, MaTh ChIpa-3eMJisd! VK BEI
OyHbTe, BeTphl OyMHBIE, — BBl PasgyUTe 30JI0-
TY10 I'poOOBYIO ITapyy, paclIaxHUTe MOBO 6ATIOLII-
Ky!

«AX, 9TO 0Ub!» — TTOAyMaJ ABEPKUU C Pasio-
CTBI0, C HE)KHOCTBI0, C 3aTpeleTaBIlleil B IPyAH
CJIaKOU HaJesKI0M Ha YTO-TO...

VMep OH B THUXOM, TeMHOU 130e, 32 OKOIIIeU-
KOM KOTOpPOM CMYTHO OeJsiesl IIepBBIM CHeEr, TakK
HeCJIBIIIIHO, YTO CTapyXa ¥ He 3aMeTuJIa.
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KoMmeHTapuu

IIepBBIe HalleyaTaH B JKypHase «COBpeMeH-

HUK», CII6., 1913, Ne 4. B c6opHuUKe «Ilocien-
Hee CBHIaHHe» ITedaTaJics IoJ 3arjiaBueM «O6-
pok». K IpeckHemMy Ha3BaHUIO ByHUH BO3Bpa-
TUJICA, TOTOBS pacckas g KHUru «lletaucreie
VIIU.

B. H. Mypom1ieBa-byHuHa mrcasna 0. A. byHU-
Hy 28 ¢eBpassg/13 maprta 1913 .. «fIH eme pac-
cka3 1oceltaeT B «COBpeMeHHUK», II0-MOEMY,
O4YeHb XOpOILIWH, 0 60JbHOM MY>KMKe. Kak oH
yMupaeT. OnmrcaHa TaM U AHIOTa-IypoYKa».

B pacckase Halles1 oTpakeHue TakyKe 311307,
u3 Xu3HU oTna byHuHa. OH 3amucasa B JHEBHU-
Ke 28 masg 1912 r.: «IToToM 0 110C/IefHEM JHE Ha-
mrero orma. McooBegysach, oH Jjexxas. Ilocie wuc-
II0BeIU BCTaJ, CeJi, CIpocui: ,Hy, Kak 1o-Balire-
My, 6aTIOIIKa, — BBl 3TO 3HaeTe,— eCTb BO MHe
OHa?“ POOKO W BHHOBATO. A CBAIIIEHHUK PE3KO,
rpy6o: ,/la, ia, mopa, Imopa cooupaTbCI“».

B muceMme K H. C. KitectoBy 19 Mas 1913 r. By-
HHUH Ha3BaJI pacckas «Xygas TpaBa» — «My>KHII-
Kuii BaH Uiabu4d», 0 CXOACTBY €O «CMepThIO
WBana Wiabnya» ToscToro, B KOTOPOM IIOBECTBY-



eTcd 0 pPa3fyMbsX Iepos pacckKasa Iepef cMep-
TbI0. O6IIjee TOr0 M APYIOro paccKkasoB COCTOUT
TOJILKO B TeMaTH4YeCKOM cXofcTBe. MBaH Mibuy,
B OTJIMYHe OT ABepKusd, B 00JIe3HH U B CTpaxe
CMEPTH, MYYHUTEJLHO CO3HABaJI, «4TO OH IIPO-
JKHJI CBOI0 JKU3Hb He TaK, KaK JOJ/DKHO OBLIO»,
4TO OHa OblIa «y>KacHas», — TOJIBKO 00 3TOM U
DyMaJl Telephb; Y HEro — II0JIHOe OZMHOYEeCTBO U
37100a Ha >KeHy, Ha [J04Yb; B HACTOAILeM — HUYe-
r0, YTO MOIJIO OBl €r0 YTeIlUTh, & BOCIIOMUHA-
HUSA — «HAYTOKHBI U TaKH».

ABepKUH He IIeIUIAeTCA 3a JKU3Hb, Kak VBaH
Wnbu4, OH, 3Hag 6e3HaZ|e’KHOCTh CBOErO II0JIO-
JKeHUs, PaBHOJYIIEeH K >KUTEeHCKUM 3ab60TaM U
HaXOJHUT BEJIMKYI0 OTPaZy B BOCIOMHUHAHHUAX O
cYyacThbe JIIDOBU K TOM, KOTOpas U Telepb C HUM.
OH Bce 3a0bLJI, «TOJIBKO JaJleKhue CYMepKH Ha pe-
Ke, JAJIEKYI0 BCTPeUYy CBOXO C TOM MOJIOZOM, MU-
JIOH <...> OLIYTUTEJBbHO IIOMHUI». I BOKpYT cebs
3aMeuaeT OH 0OOJIbIlle BCErO TO, YeM HaIlOJIHSIT
ero AyIlly BOCIIOMHHAHHUSI, — C BHUMaHUEM CIIY-
I1aeT, KakK IOJ «MSTKO W IIPHUATHO PBIYaBIIIYIO
TapMOHHIO» 34Th U COJIJaTKa «3BaJIH APYT Apyra
B3IJIAZlaMH, CJI0BaMH, OeCKOHEeYHOH ,CTpajia-
TeJIbHOU“». B ero >KU3HU ObLJIO 3TO IIPEKpPaCHOE,



HeyMHUparolee, — TOJIBKO 3TO M OCTAETCs, TOJIb-
KO TO, YTO BO3BBIIIAET AYIIY, & BCe HUUYTOXKHOE,
HU3MeHHOe HCUYe3aeT, IIpe/iaeTcsd 3a0BeHUI0.

ByHUH TOBOpPHJI, UTO «HUYTO He OIIpefeJsieT
Hac TakK, KaK poj, HalllUX BOCIIOMHHAHUN». B
ABepKHH, HECOMHEHHO, BBIPA3UJIOCH TO, YEM B
HeMaJIOM Mepe >XWJI caM ByHHH, Korja >KU3Hb
obpaliajia ero MeuyTod K mpouuioMy. B. H. My-
poMileBa-byHHHa IUIlleT B JHEeBHUKe 23 /1eKab-
ps/5 saBaps 1918 r.: «V fIHa 6bLI ’)Kap OJUH JeHb,
U B 3TOT JleHb OH OBbLI 0UeHb TporaTe/JbHBIN. 'o-
BOpPMJI BCce U3 ,, XyI0HM TpaBbl“, yBepsI, UTO OH IIO-
X0’K Ha ABepKUsI».

ABepKHi, Kak olpeze/ i ByHUH, «IIepCcoHa)X
HeOBITUMHBIN», >KUBET OTpPeIleHHO OT BCero,
4eM JKUBYT JAPYTrUe, «KUBET B IIyCTOTE».

«Bce ugemsl om c/1e3 NOHC2AUCD... 00UH Mabax
ocmaacs». — 3JTy JiereHAYy ByHHH CJIBIIIAJg OT
CTPaHHUKA, IIOCETUBIIIEro ero B I'yioTroBe. ByHUH
3arrcas c ero cioB 19 masg 1912 r.: «...uta boro-
poxuiia oT Kpecra M IUIaKaja, M BCe I[BETHI OT
cjle3 ee COXJIM, OJWH TabakK OCTasICd; BOT OOT U
CKa3aJ — JKTUTe ero».
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