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Bcesonon Cepreesny Conosbes

KOHbIN nMnepartop

BceBosiopy CepreeBud CosioBbeB (1849-1903) — pycckuit
IIPO3auK, I03T, KPUTHK, >KYPHAIUCT; CTAPILUMUI CHIH H3-
BecTHOrO ucTOopuKa C. M. CosoBbeBa. B 1870 . OKOHYMIT
opuguyeckuil ¢paxyyabTeT MOCKOBCKOIO YHUBEPCUTETA,
rocsae 4ero yexan B IleTepOypr, Ifie cHadajla CIY>KUI B
UMIIepaTOPCKON KaHIeJSIpUM, 3aTeM YHHOBHUKOM OCO-
6BIX IIOpy4YeHUU Iph MUHHCTEPCTBE HAapPOJHOIO IIPOCBe-
LIleHus, I[IeH30POM JpaMaTHUYeCKUX COUMHEHUH IIpU [1aB-
HOM YIIpaBJIEHUM I10 TesaM ItedaTd. C 1896 u 10 KOHIA
JKU3HU OBUI IpeficenaTesieM KOMUCCHH 110 YCTPOMCTBY Ha-
POAHBIX yTeHHUH. Hadasl IUTepaTypHYIO [esaTeJbHOCTh CO
CTUXOTBOPEHUM, 3aTeM II0Melljajl KPpUTUYEeCKHe O4epKHU B
JKypHaznax. IIprobpes M3BeCTHOCTh Kak IIPO3auK I[eJIbIM
PAOM UCTOPHUYECKHUX POMAHOB, IIONYJAPHOCTE KOTOPBIX
OIlpeJie/IsLIM B OCHOBHOM KpaCOYHOCTH B H300pakeHUU
CTapUHBl U paMaTAYHOCTL ¢abyJibl. BOJIBIIMHCTBO HUX
HUX IIepBOHAYa/JIbHO IIeYaTaoch B )KypHasle «HuBa», a
1o3ke B «CeBepe», BO MHOTOM 006eCIlednBasl yCIleX 3TUM
U3IaHUAM.

B nmaHHOM ToMe Iy6sIMKyeTcsl poMmaH «HOHBIM HMIIepa-
TOP», PACCKa3bIBAIOIINIM 0 KpaTKOBPEMEHHOM I1apCTBOBaA-
Huu lletpa II. /[BeHaAaTUIETHUM MaJb4YUKOM B3OIIIeI
OH Ha IIPeCcTO0JI, YeThIpHAAIlaTUJIETHUM OTPOKOM, IIeper,
caMmol CBaib00M, yMep OT ocIIbl. Heryy6oK II09TOMY CIIef,



OCTaBJIEHHBIA 3THM uMmiiepaTopomMm B YCCKOﬁ HCTOPHH.
Ho MHOro Ba’kKHBIX U HHTEPECHEBIX CO BITUI IIPOM30IIIO
3a [IBa rojia ero rmpaBJIeHHUA.
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UACTb NEPBAA

OCKOIIHBIN I0M KHA3s AjieKcaHzpa /JlaHuiIo-

BHUYa MeHIIINKOBA, YTO Ha BacUILeBCKOM OCT-
poOBe, IIpeACTaB/IsA HEOOBIKHOBEHHOE OKHUBJIE-
Hue. C yTpa 40 HOYM TOJIIIA OCa)kgajla ero, IoIb-
€3’KaJIl BCEBO3MO’KHBIE 3KHUIIa)KH, Y BCEX BXO-
OB U BBIXO/0B IIOMEIIaJIUCh KapayJibl IBapaHUU.

Jlesio B TOM, UTO BOT y>Ke OOJIbIIe ABYX MeCs-
I1eB, IIOYUTH C CaMOX KOHYHUHEBI UMIIepaTPHUIL], B
9TOM J0Me HMeJl IIpebbIBaHUEe MaJIeHbKUN HM-
mmeparop.

CBeTJIeMIIIUM KHS3b MEHIIIUKOB, KOTrIa-To
OOMKUM YJIMYHBIM MaJIbUMIIKa, IIOTEIIHBIA TO-
Bapul IleTpa, IIOTOM 3HaMEHUTEHIN €ro CIIO-
IBIDKHUK, «IUATSI MOEro cepAlar, II0 BBIpake-
HUI0 TIOKOMHOrO UMIIepaTopa, IIOUTU IIOJIHO-
IIpaBHBIM X034WH Poccuu B IjapcTBoBaHue EKa-
TEPUHEI I, Telleph y>Ke He BefaJl HaJl COO0M HU-
Ybell BJIaCTH ¥ HUULEro KOHTPOJIA. X0Ts, COTJIac-
HO eKaTepUHUHCKOMY 3aBelllaHUuI, OH 00s3aH
OBLI BEpIIUTH BCe Jlejia C corsiacyus BepXoBHOTO
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CoBeTa, HO, KOHEYHO, 3TO OBLJIO TOJBKO Ha CJIO-
Bax, a Ha Jiejle OH yIIpaBysyl Poccueili, Kak eMy
B3gymaeTcd. /la ¥ KTO MOT eMy IIPOTUBUTHCA?
Ero moun 6bu1a 06bsABIeHa HeBecTolo Iletpa II
EMy HUKTO He MOT BOCIIPeIIITCTBOBATEH IIepeBes-
THU uUMIlepaTopa K cebe K, TaKUM 006pas3oM, OT-
CTPAHUTEL OT HEro BCSJKOe IIOCTOPOHHEEe BJIHL-
HUe.

bru1o ci1aBHOe JsieTHee yTpo. CTax II0roBapHu-
BaTh O Ilepee3fie nBopa B IleTeprod; HO IOKyAa
elle TOpPOJCKas >KU3Hb IIIJIa CBOUM IIOPALKOM:
yUUTesNsd aKKypaTHO IIPUXOLUIIN 1aBaTh YPOKHU
HMIIepaTopy, U Tellepb OLWH U3 HUX TOJIBKO YTO
BBIIIIEJI U3 er0 allapTaMeHTOB.

ITetp II cupmest 3a pabOYUM CTOJIOM, OKPY>KEH-
HBIM OyMaraMy, yepTeskaMy U BCeBO3MOKHBIMU
MaTeMaTU4YeCKUMU HHCTPYMEHTaMU, — eMy
HY>XHO OBLIIO IIPUTOTOBUTHCI K CJIeYyIOIeMy
ypoKy. Ho OH, BUAKMMO, CKy4aJs 3a CBOHUM JeJI0M;
OH IIOCMAaTpHUBajJ B OKHO Ha HeBy, 110 KOTOpPOM
MeJIbKaJIX JIOAKYU, W HeTepIIeJIMBO IIPUCIYIIIH-
BaJICd, OYEeBHUIHO, II0[KHUIast KOT0-TO.

BTOopoMy pycCKOMY HUMIIepaTOPy HeIaBHO HC-
IOJIHWJIOCH [BeHa[aTh JieT, HO OH KasaJcd
cTapllle cBoero Bo3pacTa. [IosHBIN, BBICOKHMH, C



HeOOBIKHOBEHHOM OeJIM3HBI JIUIIOM, C IIpeKpac-
HBIMH TOJIyOBIMU IJIa3aMH, OH HEeBOJIBHO 00pa-
IlaJl Ha cebd BHUMaHUe; HAIlyIpDeHHBIN, 3aBU-
TBIA MEJIKUMHU OYKJIAMM IIapUK, II0 MOJe TOIO
BpeMeHHY, ellle 60JIbIlle BBIJEJIAI KpPacoTy 3TOI0
juna. Iletp ObLI IIOX0XK Ha CBOI0 MaTb, «KPOH-
npuHneccy» IIapjgoTTy, ¥ HAYEro He HacJIeo-
BaJI OT OTIIa, [TapeBHYa AJjieKces.

BoT B cocefHell KOMHaTe IIOCJ/IBIIIAIHCE I1a-
I'd. /[Bepb OBICTPO OTBOPHJIACH, U Ha IIOPOTe II0-
Kasaslacb Heb6oJiblllas jKeHcKasg ¢urypa. Borres-
11asg feByIlIKa ObLa TOYKe IIOYTH pe6eHKOM U B
Hel cpasy 3aMeyasloCh CXOJCTBO C HMMIIEpATo-
poM. X0Ts 0Ha ObljIa COBCEM He XOPOIlla, C Hellpa-
BHJIbHBIMH 4YepTaMH JIMIIA, HO IJIasa ee CHSIN
HeOoObIYallHOU 0OPOTON U 0OHaPYKUBAJIU IIPU-
CYICTBHE MBICIU U Jake KaKOM-TO HeIeTCKOH
3aZlyMUYHBOCTH, yJbIOKa ee IIpUBJeKaja K cebe
BCeX, KTO HH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee.

Boiigs B KOMHATy HMMIlepaTopa, JeBYIIKa
OKHHyJIa ee OBICTPBIM B30POM H, YBHJEB, UTO
HeT HUKOIO, CO €1a60 BCIIBIXHYBIIIUM PYMSHIIEM
Ha OJIeJHBIX IIleKax Iojbexxasna K IleTpy u 0XBa-
THJIA €TI0 IIeI0 CBOMMU TOHKHUMHU PYKaMH.

— Hara1a, — pafoCTHO BBITOBOPHJI MMIIEpa-



TOp, — A JaBHO >XAy Tebs! S nymasi, ThI He IIpU-
Jelllb, X0Td AHfpel MIBaHBIY U CKa3aJ MHe, UTO
ThI Oy/lelllb HaBepHO.

— MeHsa 3afep’kajyd, — OTBeTHJIA BeJIMKas
KHsDKHA HaTasibsa, — HO BeIb THI 3HAEIllb, UTO ecC-
JIA s1 4TO-HUOYIb Tebe obellar, TO BCEI/la U UC-
II0JIHIO.

— AX, cecTpuIla, — IIedaJbHO IIPOIIeITasul
IleTp, — 0OTYEro THI He >KUBEIIIL CO MHOI0? MeHd
B IIOCJIe{HIE THHU IIPOCTO 3aMyYHJ/IHM COBCEM 3TH
IPOTUBHEIE YPOKU. IToCMOTpPH, Kakas CaaBHasd
mmoroza: 1o HeBe XoueTcd IOKaTaThCd, a AJIEK-
caHzap /JlaHMIBIY He IIyCKaeT... BCe YUHTHLCA, Ja
YUYUTHCL. ..

— Hy, BOT, Iorogu, Iorogu, — yJbl6asch, 3a-
TOBOpHJIa CecTpa, CKOpo IlepeesneM B IleTeprod,
TaM OygeT Gosiblie cBOOOABI. AHIpeli BaHBIY
CKa3aJI, YTO BCe YK IIPUTOTOBJIEHO K HaIlleMYy IIe-
pee3ny. Bexps ThI yiro6uilib Ileteprod. ITIoMHUIIE,
Kak BeceJIo ObL10 IIpH 6aby1ike? Hy, BOT ¥ OIIATH
OyZeM ycTpauvBaThb pas3Hble IIPa3fHUKH, MacKa-
pazpl, caM 3Haelllb, Kakad JI3a Ha 3TO MaCTepH-
na.

IIpr 3TOoM HMeHHU sgpKasg KpacKa pasmjiach
110 IIleKaM MaJIeHLKOTO UMIIepaTopa.



— A 4ytro Xe JIusa, — 3alHHAsACh, CIIPOCHJI
OH, — OHa He IIpHexaJa ¢ To601?

— Hert, HO oHa OyjieT, oHa obelllajsa 3a MHOU
3aexaTh.

JBepb OIIATE OTBOPUJIACH U BOIIIes ILJIOTHBIN
4YeJI0OBeK CpegHUX JIeT, C KPYIJbIM, HECKOJIBKO
KEHCTBEHHBIM JIUIIOM, C MATKUMU BKPa UUBEI-
MU MaHepaMHu.

— 3a pgeJsioM, rocygapb, — CKasajl OH, KJIaHA-
sICh UMIIEPAToOpPy, — 3TO Xoporiro. [fIoyyurecs, I10-
YUUTECh — OTJOXHYTh OYyJeT IIPUITHEE...

— 93X, AHjipeit IBaHbBIY, ja CIIUIIIKOM Y>K MHO-
ro yueHbd!.. BoT cecTpula npuexasa, ¢ Heil ObI
HOOBITH XOTeJ0Ch. Heyr)KTO 7K Heslb3d 0TKas3aTh
YUYUTEII0 XOTh Ha CerogHs?

Bomremii yabI0HYICA.

— 51 631, TIOXKaIyH, OTKasasl eMy, XOTS OH yKe
TYT LOXKHUIAETCH, 1a UTO Ke CKaKeT KHA3b AJIeK-
caHzap JaHWIbIY?

— AjtekcaHzpa /laHUIBIYA HET [0Ma, S BHUJeJI
caM, Kak OH yexaJ. ['osy6uuk, AHaped MBaHbIY,
CKa’KUTe YUYUTEJI0, YTO MHe HEeKOIZa, UTO S Je-
JIOM 3aHAT... AJleKcaHAp JaHUJIbIY He y3HaeT [1a-
JKe, KOrZja BepHeTCs, — KT0 eMy CKaykeT?

— Hy, xopo1rio, Xopo1rio, 1 IOUAY, — OTBETIUI



Annpeyt IBaHOBUY, — TOJIBKO BBI V2K IIOIIPOCUTE
IJapeBHY, 4YTOOBI OHa 38 MeHd 3aCTYIIMJIAaCh, €CJIU
KH$I3b OyZIeT CepAUThC.

W Anppeir MBaHoBHY OcCTepMaH BBHIIIEJ U3
KOMHATEHL.

— Kakol nmo6psiii aToT AHApei MBaHBIY, —
O’KUBJIEHHO 3aroBOPUJI MMIIEpaTOp, 06paasich
K cecTpe. — BOT ecyii O6bI OH BCEM pacCIIOpsKaJl-
cs, He Takasl OblIa OBl Hallla >KU3HL! OH OBI He
CTaJI MeHs MYYUTh U paslydaThb C TOOO0H, CeCTPHU-
ra.

— /Jla, AHpeli FIBaHBIY JOOPBHIA UeslOBeK, OH
Hac AyIIeBHO JIIOOUT, 1 eMy Beplo, — 3ayM4YUBO
IIPpOrOBOPHJIA IlapeBHa, — a KHA3I0 He Beplo. S
OO0I0Ch ero ¥ 3Haro, YTO OH HacC He JILOOUT.

— Bupiesra TBI CerofHs KHSDKHY, MOIO HeBe-
CTy? — 3JIOOHO CBEpPKHYB IJla3aMU, CIIPOCHJI
ITeTp.

— [la, g1 celiyac BCTpeTwIach ¢ Hero. OHa ObI-
JIO, X0TeJIa UATH 3a MHOIO CIOZia, [1a ee I103BaJIU.

— Bort e1ie HeBHUAa/Ib! IIOTOBOPUTEL He TafyT
Kak cjemyer. 3Haellb 4To, cecrpuria? CHayasa
ellle HUYero ObLIO, a Tellepb IIPOCTO MHe IIPO-
THUBHO IJISI[IeTh Ha Hee — Ha 3Ty MOI0 HeBecTy!
ITocMOTpH, KaKOe y Hee IJIHUHHOeE JIUIT0, KaK eCTh



y AstekcaHzpa /laHUIbIYa; BCe MHE TaK U KasKeT-
Cs, 4YTO 3TO OH IlepeZj0 MHOIO0, KOIZia 1 TOBOPIO C
Hem...

[TapeBHa HUYEro He OTBeYasa U IPyCTHO IJIS-
JeJla CBOUMHU OOJIBIIIMMU IJla3aMU He MMrasd.
OHa B3[I0XHYyJIa, HO BCe ’Ke HUYero He CKasaJa.

— HaranieHnKa, 4To ke 3TO Takoe? Sl BOT ce-
TOJHSI HOYBIO IIPOCHYJICS, BCe AyMaJl: KaK JKe 3TO
OyZeT, Kakas >Ke 9TO HeBeCTa, KOIjJla OHa MHe
IIPOTHBHA U f... He TJI/iesI 661 Ha Hee HUKOT/A. ..
Ax, 3aueM, 3aueM ymepJsia 6abymika! OHa ObLIa
nobpas, s Bce ObI cKasaJs eri! Mo)keT OBITh, OHA U
He fjaj1a 661 MeHS B 0OULY.

— /la, Beqib, BCe 3TO, IleTpy1la, 6bLI0 ellje IIpU
6abylliKe pellleHO; pasBe Thl He IIOMHHUIIb, KaK
OHa ciIylrasach AsekcaHzpa /laHuibiga?

— /[la, CaylIaTh-TO CJyllajgach, a TOJBKO o
3HAI, 4TO MeHs BCe >Xe OBl B 00H/Y He f1aja. ba-
OyIllKa, KOrZa Hafo, 3a cebs U 3a Hac IIOCTOSTH
yMmesa!

Ho Ha 3TOT pas, BUIHO, He CY>K/eHO ObLII0 Ma-
JIEHbKOMY HMMIIepaTopy II0 Ayllle IIOTOBOPUTH C
JII06MMOM ceCcTpo. /[Bepb CHOBa OTBOPWJIACh, U
B KOMHATy BOerkajla pacKpacHEeBIIAsiCI U 3allbl-
XaBIIIasACd ieBYIIIKa JIeT CEeMHAaIIaTH.



IleTp KMHyJICA K Hell HaBCTpedy U OCTAHO-
BUJICA IIepe]i HEeI0 BeCh KPaCHBIM, CUAIOIIAMN JIy-
4e3apHOM YJIbIOKOHM. OH HEeCKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUM
Jlake He MOI CKasaTh HU CJIOBA U TOJBKO CMOT-
pes1 Ha BolIeAInyo. /la U, e CTBUTEJIbHO, ObLIO
Ha 4TO CMOTpPeTh. JTa JeBYIlIKa Oblla B IIOJTHOM
CMBICJIE CJIOBA KpacaBHUIlA: BBICOKas, IIOJIHA,
CTPOMHAasl, C POCKOIIHBIMU TeMHO — 30JIOTUCTHI-
MU BOJIOCAMU, KUBBIMU TOJIYOBIMU IJIa3aMU U
OCJIEIIAIOIEN YJIBIOKOM Ha PYMSIHOM, HeKHOM
JIWIle, OHA IIPOM3BOJM/IA BIleYaTIeHHe CBETJIOrO0
IH{, )KUBOM pafoCTHOM >Xu3HU. Kasajoch, 4To
OHa yJbIbasach BCeM CYIECTBOM CBOMM, W 3Ta
IIpejieCTHasl yJbIOKa He MOIJIa U3IJIAJUTBLCA U3
IIaMsTH pas B3IVITHYBIIIETO Ha Hee.

— TeTy1ika, moporas, crriacubo, 4To 3arJIsIHYy-
Jla, — HaKOHeIl IIporoBopuiI IleTp, Kyiagd CBOU
HeKHble OeJible PyKHM Ha IUIeYM [eBYIIKU U
KPeIIKO ee IIesys.

— Ay, ay, IJIeMIHHUYeK, ThI OIIATh TaK 60JIb-
HO IIeJIyellbCsi, TOI0 U IJISIAU KPOBb U3 I'y0 IIOU-
met! CkasaJsia, 4TO 3a yIIU 6yAy ApaTh, eCIU CTa-
Helllb TakK I1eJI0BaThC. ..

U miecapeBHa EnmsaseTta IleTpoBHa B3siia XO-
POILIIEHLKOIO IUIEMSIHHHKA 33 YX0 M CTHCHYJIA



TaK U3PSALHO, UTO OH JaKe CZeJaJ HeIIpUTBOP-
HYI0 IprMacy OT 60JIH.

— Yau, Bce JIEHUIIIbCH, — CHOBA 3aroBOpHJIa
OHa, — Heboch, I'yadaTh Xouercd! Ilocaguiu Mo-
JIOAIIA 3a BEPEBOUKY, a IeHb-TO, TeHb-TO KaKOou,
Boske MOM, Tak BOT IIeTh U X0oueTcd!.. BcTpeTuia
s TBOEro 3Beps — Iepbepa, efeT cebe U HU HaA
KOT'0 He CMOTPHT.

TyT oHa ceiyac ke U IIpeACcTaBUiIa, KakK efeT
3Bepb — 1iep6ep. U IleTp, 1 japeBHa Hatasibs He
MOTJIU He paspasuThbCd Heyaep>KUMbBIM X0X0TOM.

Ilox 3BepeM — Ilep6epoM IIOpasyMeBaJICs,
KOHEYHO, KHA3b AJIeKcaHzp /JlaHUI0BUY, U IIeca-
peBHa EsmsaBeTa M3 CBOEro IIpesIeCTHOIO JIMIIA
cyMmeJsia MTHOBEHHO CZieJIaTh YKHUBOe I10/I00He eTro
CYXOH U IOpJle/INBOM QUTYPHI.

— YT0 3TO THI TYT IIOJeJbIBACIIL? — CKa3aja
EsnmzaBeta, moabeskaB K pabouyeMy CTOJIy HMMIIe-
patopa. — IMudups Bce, ma TayIble QUIYPKH...
BuniHO, yMHEI TBOU YUUTEJId, A HE OUeHb, 3aUeM
Tebe Bce 3T0? /la BOT IIOTOAY, IIOCTOM, PasoM Te-
Oe Bce 3TO 3amavukalo.

— A1, aif, He Tporay, JIusaHbKa, UTO ThI 3TO,
BeIbL MHe JKe y>K0 JocTaHeTcs!

Ho tecapeBHa He ciayIraaa. OHa cXBaTHIA Ka-



paHam ¥ psAgoM C KaKOM-TO TeOMeETPHUYeCcKOH
¢uUrypoil B MTHOBeHUEe OKa HapHCOBaJja KapuKa-
TYpy.

ITerp u 1necapeBHa HaTajbsgd B3IVIIHYJIA U
OIATH 3aJIMJIUCh TPOMKHM CMEXOM: B KapHKaTy-
pe OHM y3HaJIH TOIO Ke 3Beps — Iiepbepa.

Ho ITeTp ckopo IIpeKpaTHUI CBOM CMeX U, lake
o6JyiefHeB HEMHOT0, IIPUHSAJICA TIATeJIbHO BbI-
4YepKUBATh KapUKaTypy.

— UT0 ecsu 6B YBUZEJL, UTO ecIu 6! — 03ab0-
YeHHO IIrenTaj oH. — Torga, mojkaayi, IIpolamn
U IleTepro¢: 1a ¥ Bac KO MHe IIyCKaTh He CTaA
OBI.

— Hy, Xesajia 6B1 s IIOCMOTPETH, KTO O6BI Me-
Hi He IIyCTWI! — cKkasaja EjisaBeTa C IIpe3pH-
TeJIbHOM MHWHKOU. — A 3Haere? BoT BaM Xpu-
CTOC, UTO 51 CETOAHs 3Beplo — Ilepbepy Ha yJIulle
S3BIK BBICYHYJIA. BHIes1 MM HET, 1 He 3HAalo, a
TOJIBKO BBICYHYJIa!

— Benpb TeI 6eccTpainHag, JIvsa, — 3aMeTHIa
napeBHa HaTajbsg, — TOJIBKO He 3HAI, XOPOIIIO
JI 9TO; KaK OBl 3a TaKHe TBOU IIOCTYIIKHU [JIS Te-
6 >Ke XyJ[0 He BBIIILIO.

— /Jla, — 03ab04yeHHO IIporosBopua U Iletp, —
BOT MBI TyT CM€eMCs U JyMaeM, UTO HUKTO Hac



He CJIBIIIUT, a TOI0 U KIU y JBEepPU Ube-HUOYIb
yX0 — g Y’K He pas 3amMedasl, YTO MeHs IIO/CIIY-
LITABAOT.

EjnmnsaBeTa IojKpajack K ABepH, OBICTPO ee
OTBOpMJIA, HO TaM HHUKOI0 He OBLIIO.

Elte HeCKOJIBKO MUHYT IIPOJI0/DKAaIach 0KHB-
JleHHad 6ecefia B paboyell KOMHAaTe UMIlepaTopa.
[TecapeBHa Ilepebpasia M IlepecMOTpesa Bce
IIpeJMeThl, Ka’KAyI0 KHIDKKY, KaKIyI0 TeTpagb U
COIIPOBO’K/iAJIa 9TOT OCMOTP CBOMMH BeCeJIbIMH
IIyTKaMH, TPEMacKaMU 1 IepefpasHUBaHUSIMH.
To usobpakasia 0Ha KaKOro-HUOYAL YUUTeJIs, TO
BIPYT 3aroBOpHMJIA roiocoM OcTepMaHa, KOIIMPO-
BaJla €T0 >KeCThl M MaHEepPEHl, la TaK YAUBUTEJIb-
HO, YTO CaM OH, BOMJJ B KOMHATy U 3aCTaB ee
BPACILJIOX, He MOT He YJIBIOHYTHCS.

— BoT BBI 4eM TyT 3aHHMMaeTech, au, IIPHH-
Ijecca, ¥ BaM He Ipex IIOoJAbIMaTh HacMeX Balllero
BepHOro cayry! ToJbKo Bce paBHO s1 OyAy IIPO-
CUTBH Bac IIPEeKPaTUTh 3TH IIYTKH, He 0OHUIBI pa-
oy, 1 He 00MIUMB, a IIOTOMY, YTO CaM KHA3b
AnexkcaHAp /laHHUJIOBUY BEpHYJICI M CHOJa IIle-
CTBOBAaTh U3BOJIUT.

EnusaBeTa MTHOBEHHO IIpUTHUXJIA, a Y IleTpa
Ja’ke JIUII0 BEITSIHYJIOCH.



MeHIIIMKOB He 3aCTaBUJI Cebs [0JIT0 »KAATh.
MeieHHOM, Ba)KHOM IIOXOAKOM BOIIIEJ OH B
KOMHATYy.

Apyr JdaHuiabld, nuTta cepara Ilerposa, yike
3HaYUTe/JIbHO M3MEHUJICI U II0CTapes B 3TO Bpe-
Mg, Ero cyxoe JIMIO IIPUHSAJIO BBIpa’kKeHHE
HeOOBIKHOBEHHOM HaJMEeHHOCTH, eMy Yy)Ke He
repes KeM OBLJIIO CKJIIOHATBCS, 3aUCKUBATh U U3-
BepTheIBaThCA. IIpH B3IIAme Ha HEro cpasy MOX-
HO OBUIO 3aMeTUTh, UTO ITO UeJIOBeK, Hay4dUB-
IITAICS T10BeJIeBaTh U BJIaCTBOBATh, HEBUAIIIAMN
repesn co601 HUKaKOM IIperpajisbl.

HenpuATHBIM, IIPOH3UTEJIbHBEIM B3IJIA[0M
OIJISAZIeJI OH IIPHUCYTCTBOBABIIIHX.

— A g 4asI, 4TO THI 3a [eJI0OM, Ballle BeJruye-
CTBO, — IIPOTOBOPIJI OH, II0JIOJKUB CBOK CYXVIO
SKIJIMCTYIO PYKY Ha IIeY0 HMIlepaTopa, — IIOo
paclucaHUIo-TO Tellepbh YPOK MaTeMaTHKHU. ['ze
JKe yUUTesb?

ITeTp BCHBIXHYJI U OIIYCTHUJI Ija3a. Pyka MeH-
IIIMKOBA JaBHJIa €ro KaK IIyAoBas TsSOKeCThb, U OH
He HaXO/JUJI CJIOB, YTOOBI OTBEYATh €MY.

—Yero e TBI CMOTpPHIIL, AHpeinr HBa-
HbIY, — o6paTuica MeHIIUKOB K OcTepMaHy, —
HeJIb34 II0TaKaTh JIEeHHU. JX, /lefia-TO HeTy, OH OBl



9Ty JIeHb JYOMHKOM BBITHAJI OTCIOA!

ITecapeBHa EnnsaBera y>ke JaBHO BepTesach
Ha MecTe, OYeBH/HO, KeJlask BBEPHYTEL CBOE CJIO-
BO.

— /la He BOpYH, He BOPYH, KHI3b, — HaKOHeI]
3acMmesIaCb OHa, JyMas B3dThb IIYTKOM M JIacC-
KO, — TYT BUHOBAT He [leTpyIiia, a BOT MEI C I1a-
peBHOM Hatasnweld. Hy, a Ha Hac He IIOJHSIACH
OBl U OTIIOBCKad AyOHMHKa.

MeHIIINKOB KHCJIO YJIBIOHYJICH.

— C Bac B34THL Heuero, — ckKasajl OH,— s OT
Bac OTCTYIIMJICH, & 38 Hero U JIAIM U bory oTBeT
OTHAThH JTOJDKEH.

—/la 1 1 TaK CerofiHs MHOTIO YYHJICS, — IIPO-
mrernrraj IleTp, — BOT cecTpHIla TOBOPHUT: [E€Hb
CerofHs TaKOMN CJIaBHBIM, IIOTYJATH OBl XOTe-
JIOCE...

— IlorysaTh, Bce I'YJIATh, — Bop4YaJ MeHIIH-
KOB, — ellle yCIIeelllb, Ballle BeJIU4ecTBO, B Ile-
Teprope HaryJaaTbCa. A B IIOCJIeHHUE-TO JHU He
MellajIo ObI XOPOIIIeHbKO IIOYYUTHC.

—/la Bejb OH M TOBOPHUT, UYTO C yTpa 3aHHU-
MaJicd, — THXHUM TO0JIOCOM CcKasasa Hartaabs
AJlexceeBHa, — g 3a paboToll ero M 3acraJa.
bynpTe J1aCcKOBBI, KHA3B, OTIIYCTHUTE €ro IIOKa-



TaTbCS C HAMH.

— BceMy cBoe BpeMs, IlapeBHa, — HaCTaBH-
TeJIbHBIM TOHOM 3aMeTHJ/I MeHIIHKOB. — He Xo-
4y Orop4aTh Bac, HO IIPOCHOY Ballly He UCIIOJHIO.
Anpnperi IBaHBIY, ITI030BU YUUTEJIA. A Bac, [JapeB-
HEBI, MOH JIOYEPH TOKHIAI0TC.

OH ykasaJl UM PYKOM Ha [Bepb C TaKHM J>Ke-
CTOM, KOTOPBIN HUCKJII0YAJI BCAKYI0 BOSMOXKHOCTh
COIIPOTHUBJIEHHUA.

Bce BRINIIM ¥ MEHIITMKOB OCTAaJICA C IJIa3y Ha
IJ1a3 C UMIIePaTOPOM.

— Hy, moka>ku, 4To TBI TYT JeJiaj? — obpa-
THJICA OH K HeMy. — I'0TOB ypoK?

OH HaKJIOHWJICA K CTOJYy H CTaJl PasIJIgJbI-
BaTh MCUepYEeHHBIH JIUCT OyMaru.

— 3T0 uT0? TOJIBLKO-TO? /la YTO TYT TaKoe, KTO
TyT Hamaykasa? YTo 3a4epKHYTO?

— Huuero... 3T0 Tak... s OIIKUOCS, — IIPOIIIETI-
TaJj lletp.

— To-To ommbes, 6e3 Moero BeomMa U paspe-
IIeHUs BCeX IIyCKAaIT B yyeOHOe BpeMd... CMOT-
pH, rocyiaphb, YYHUCh XOPOII€HbKO CErO/IHS, I BCIO
IIpaBay OT YUHUTeJIsI y3HA0.

W, He B3I/IIHYB Ha IleTpa, CBOUMH TXKEJIBIMU
MEPHBIMH IIaraMyd MEHIIIHMKOB BBIIIEJ] U3 KOM-



HaTHL.

KpyIiHble ci1esbl II0Ka3aJIuch Ha CBETJIBIX IJIa-
3axX IOHOTO UMIIepaTopa.

— YT0 Ke 3TO TaKoe, — IIIeIITal OH CaM C CO-
0010, — UTO HHU [IeHb, TO OH JIIOT€e CTAHOBUTCSL.
Heyykeln Tak-TaKW HHUKOIZA 51 OT HEro X He M3-
basirocs? IIpaBay rosopuia JlKMsa — CyIUHR
3Bepb — Iiepbep... AX, JIusa, JIusal..

[TeTp ITOJIO’KHUJI TOJIOBY Ha PYKY M 3ayMaJICA.
Ciessl, efBa IIOKasaBllIHecd Ha IJla3axX ero, yxxe
BBICOXJIM, BCe XOPOIIeHbKOe JIUII0 ero yJblba-
JIOCh, U OH IJIy0>Ke U IIyOrKe IIOIpy’Kajicd B Ka-
KHe-TO PajioCTHHIe, OFHOMY €My BeZjOMble MBIC-
JIN.

HakoHer] ToJ10C BOILIeAIIer0 YYUTesIs BhIBe
€ro U3 pasgyMbsl.



a II0JIOBMHE MEHIIHKOBCKOIO JOMa, 3aHHMa-

eMOM KHATHHEeN U KHsDKHaMH, OBLIIO Hecpas-
HeHHO OoJIbIlle ABH)KEeHHU, YeM B allapTaMeHTax
uMIteparopa. Croia, 06bIKHOBEHHO C yTpPa, CTeKa-
JIMCh BCe CAHOBHUKU U UX CeMeUCTBA, YTOOHI II0-
KasaTbCs U 3aABUTH CBOIO IIPEJaHHOCTD I[apCKOM
HeBecTe.

JloM MeHIIIMKOBa OBII B TO BpeMs CaMbIM
POCKOIIIHBIM JOMOM IIETPOBCKOIO «IIapajgu3a», 1
Ha ero OT/eJIKy KHA3b He II0)KaJlesl fieHer. Boo6-
me JaHMIBIY He OT/IMYaJICI CKYIIOCTBIO, K €ro
OTPOMHOE COCTOSHHKE, BO3pacTaBlllee C KaKIbIM
TOJJOM U 0OBIBaBIlleeCs CaMbIMH He3aKOHHBIMU
IyTSIMH, II03BOJIAJIO 3Ty POCKOIIE. Teleps ke, B
IocaeHee BpeMs, KOIZia J04Yb ero y»ke 6bl1a 06-
PYYEHHOI HeBeCTON MMIlepaTopa U Ha CoLeprKa-
HHe ee U3 Ka3HBI OTIIYCKaJIaCh 3HATHAasA CyMMa,
eMy Ja>ke He06XOAHUMO OBLJIO CHejlaTh U3 CBOETr0
ZloMa HaCTOSIIIHUMI ABOpeL].

[TapeBHEI, IIPOX0Jd U3 paboyeil KOMHATHI KM-
epaTtopa, TO M [eJI0 BCTpevyasau IIPHUABOPHBIX
MY>KYHMH U J1aM, KOTOpPbIe IIOYTHUTEJIHLHO C HUMH
pacKJIaHUBaJIKCh.



Cxopo HarHa/JI UX U MEHIIIHMKOB U IIPOBEJ B
JAJIBLHIOI0 KOMHATY, IZle HaXO[HJIOCh €ro CeMei-
CTBO.

Kugaruua Japbs MuxaijoBHa BCeMU CBOMMU
CHUJIaMU CTapaJsiachk U3beraTh B IIOCIeHee BpeMs
IPHUABOPHOro myma. O4eHb YacTO He BBIXOAMJIA
OHa IIO IIeJIBIM THSM M3 CBOHMX IIOKOEB, 3Baja K
cebe ouepeil ¥ He BITyCcKaja IIOCTOPOHHUX. OHA
U Tellepb CHJeJa 3a KaKOM-TO paboToOM U THUXO
beceoBasia ¢ KHsDKHaMU. Cpasy MOYKHO OBLIO 3a-
MEeTUTDb, UTO JIIOOMMHUIEH ee Oblla He IjapcKas
HeBecTa, a MJIaJlIas KHDKHa, AlekcaHapa. OHO
OBLIIO U IIOHATHO: HEOOBIKHOBEHHAs pasHUIA 3a-
Medaylach MeXXIy AByMs cecTpaMu. KHsDKHa Ma-
pus, Kak yke ckasaJ IleTp B pasroBope C CecCT-
poro, 6BLIa II0X0’Ka Ha OTIA: BBICOKAsd, CyXasd, C
Pe3KMMU YepTaMH JIMIIA, C HAXMYPEHHBIM B3IJIS-
noM. OHa pefiKo cMesIach, ObLIa IIOCTOSHHO CO-
Cpe0TOYeHHa M yrpoMa U He yMeJia JIaCKaThbCsd
Jake K MaTepu. Milazgiias, HalIpoTHUB, Oblia
OYeHb KHUBas, MUJIOBUAHA IeBYIIIKA: K TOMY >Ke
Tellepb el 0CO6eHHO He CJIe[0BaIo IIeYaJTUuThCA:
OHa OblJIa y>Ke IIOYTH IIpOCBaTaHa 3a IIPHUHIIA
AuraneT — JleccayCKoro, KOTOPBIM e CHUJIBHO
HpaBwWICA. M BOT OHa IlepejaBaja MaTepHd CBOH



IIOCJIeJHUM pasroBOp C HUM UM JeTCKH HauBHO
BOCXHUIIaJIach BCeMHU KOMIUIMMeHTaMU, KOTOphIe
OH pactoyvaJ eii. Kusarunaga Jlapss MuxaiioBHa C
N06pOoIi MaTepUHCKOM YJIBIOKOM IIOKayUBasia Io-
JIOBOIO ¥ Pa/ioBajiaCh Ha CBOE JIFOOUMOe IEeTHIIIE.

— A g9 BOT He MOIY II0XBaCTaTbCd KOMILIU-
MeHTaMU MOETro KeHHXa, — IIPOrOBOPUIIa KHSIXK-
Ha Mapus.

— Yo xe, MaIllleHbKa, Tebe M IOKIaTh MOK-
HO, ellle Oy/ieT BpeMs — TOCyAaphb, 1 4al, U KOM-
IJIMMEHTOB TOBOPUTE ellle He YMeeT.

— Hy, 06 3TOM HaJ|0 CIIPOCUTH Yy IIPUHIIECCHI
EnnszaBeThl, — SI3BUTEJIbHBIM TOHOM 3aMeTHJa
IfapcKas HeBeCTa, — [AJId Hee y Hero OTKyZa Hu
cJI0Ba 6epyTcs.

KuaruHa omycTuia Ijlasa W IedaJbHO 3afy-
MaJiach.

— 93X, HeJIaJlHO! — IIeITHYJIH ee I'yOBL.

— Jla y>K Tak HeJIaJ[HO, UTO U CKasaThb HeJlb-
351, — BIPYI O’KUBJIEHHO 3aroBopusa Mapus, —
HUKaKOro fo6pa He BbIeT. C KaXKAbIM [THeM
BHJIHEE, UTO >KIeT Hac TOJIbKO IOTHbesb, a bOa-
TIOIIIKa HUYEeTr0 He BUAUT, KyJla U pa3yM ero Je-
BaJsica! BrlI ¥ MeHS JKeHHUX — YeJIOBeK MHe II0
CepALy — BBIaTh OBl 3a HEero, TaK He 3HaJjIa ObI g



HUKaKOH Ilevyasiy; HeT, I[[apUuIlel 3aX0TeJaU Cle-
JaTts! Hy, a Koy He czestaete? Koyl BKOHeEIT Me-
HS IOTyOHTe, KTO K BUHOBAT OyIeT?

— BOT THI Becerjia Tak, — CKasaJja KHATUHS, —
BUJIHO, HUKOI/IAa OT TebOsd paZjoCTU He J0KAAThC.
O KOM >Ke OTeIl-TO XJIOII0YeT, 0 Tebe Belb!

— CoBceM He 000 MHE, — BCIIBIXHYB, OTBETH-
Jla KHSKHa, — CoOBceM He 000 MHe, a 0 cebe TOJIb-
Ko! EMy Hy>KHO BJIaCTBOBaTh, a 000 MHe OH U He
IOMEBIIUIAET, yMaeT — Ha ero BeK XBaTUT, a
TaM, 0e3 Hero, IyCcKall $s1 pas3BeIbIBalOCh, KaK
3Haro. UTo K, pasBe y MeH IJla3 HeT, pasBe g He
BUDKY, YTO UMIIepaToOpy Ha MeHs U IJIAeTh IIPOo-
THUBHO. Telleph OH ellle MaJl, He 3HaeT CBOeH CU-
JIBI, & KOI'7la BBIPACTET, TaK KAaTh MHE AYIITHOM
MOHACTBIPCKOM KeJIbH, eCJIH U eIlle TOI0 He XY-
’Ke — IIpUMeDp He IIepBEIH!.

KusokHa 3aMosiyasia ¥ 3aXOfuiia II0 KOMHaTe
B BOJIHEHUU.

YTo MorJia el OTBETUTh MaTh? beqHas KHATH-
Hg W caMa BCe XOpOILIo IIOHMMaJja; OHa BHJeJIa,
4TO ee [JaHUJIBIY 3aHeCCsd TaK BBICOKO, YTO MHO-
roro U coobpasuTh Terepb He MOXKeT. OHa caMa
cebe ThICAYY pas IIOBTOPSIA TO, YTO Tellephb CJIbI-
mraja oT modepd. Ilo HouaM He cIiaja KHSATHHA:



BCe JyMaJla Ja MOJIMJIACh, CTPAaIllHbIe CHBI IIpe-
cieroBasy ee. IIpockinasch YTPOM, KasKABIM pas
el KasajoCh, YTO 3TO IIOCJIeSHUM JeHb UX Cya-
CThs; MyUYUTeEJIbHEIE IIPEeJUyBCTBUS SJAaBUIU €e U
HUT/le He HaXo/ua OHa cebe 0T HUX IOKod. Eit
OBIO TOIITHO CMOTpPeTh Ha 3THU YJIbIOAaBIIIHeECS
JIULA IIPUABOPHBIX, Ha UX JIECTh U VHIDKEHHEIE
3aucKuBaHUA. EM 4acTO BCIIOMHUHAIHCH IIPeXK-
HUe, JIydlllie TOAbI, IIPUBOJIbHAsA >KU3HL B
MockBe c¢ cecTpoii BapBapoii, ¢ cectpaMu MeE-
IIUKOBa, € OyAylled umIiepaTpuiieil ExaTepu-
HOoH 1. Kak xopoiio 661710 TOTZa, Kak Beceso. He
3HAJIU OHU KPYYHUHBI, )KWIH cebe IIPUIleBAalOYH,
0 3aBTpalllHeM AHe He aymasd. Haesrkaa K HUM
YacTeHbKO C HEeHU3MEeHHBIM CBOMUM /JaHHJIBIYEM
IleTp AslexceeBUY; BXOLWJI OH IIYTJIUBBLIN U pa-
DOCTHBIN. [IMp y HUX IIIeJI TOPOX0, KOIZla Haes3zkKa-
JIV BeceJible TOCTH; a YeyT, COOUpaJICh OHU BCe
U IIPUAYMBIBAIU INYTJIUBBIe IIHCbMa K IleTpy
AjtexceeBuuy. [IoMHMIa OHA, KaK BCeI/a IIOIIIH-
ChIBaJIaCh IIOJ, 3THMH IHUCbMaMH: «/lapbs IJIy-
nas». /la ¥ II0TOM Xopollo 6sl10: KaTepuHyIka
cieslasiach BEJUKOM HMIlepaTpUIlel, T00poud U
JIaCKOBOM, ¥ HUKOIZA He 3a0bIBaBIIEU CTapUH-
HOM JApPY’KOBI. Bcerpma OBLI KHATHHE 10 Hee CBO-



OOIHBIN TOCTYII, BCeIja OHU BMeCTe TOJIKOBAaJIU
0 JleJ1aX CBOMX, IIOBEPSIU APYT APYTY CBOH Pafio-
CTHU U Ileyasid. MHOTO TO)Ke U HallaCTeld U3BeJbl-
Basla KHATHUHA /lapbs MuxanoBHa: 6bIBaIo, YK
OYeHb 3apBeTcd AJleKcaHap JaHWIbIY, HATAIlIUT
cebe He3aKOHHBIMU IYTAMU Kydy [leHeT, U TOU-
IleT 3TO [eJI0 10 UMIlepaTopa; CMOTPUT, MOJTYUT
HMIIepaTop, IIOKphIBaeT cBoero /laHuibIya, Ja,
HaKOHeIl, U HeBTepIIe’K eMy cTaHeT. briBaau
IHH, YTO Ha BOJIOCKe BHCeJ JaHWJIbIY, HO U TyT
BEYHOM 3aCTylIHHUIleH aBysyiack ExaTepuHa. I1o-
IIayer Iiepen Hero /lapbIOIIKa U CMOTPHIIE: HA
OPYIrOH JleHb BCgKas 6efjla MUHOBaJja. A BOT Te-
Iephb 3TO JKUThLE CTapoe, 3TY MUJIbIe BOCIIOMHHA-
HU OTOLIUIU JjaJIeKo, KaK OyATO UX U COBCEM He
6p110. Best 3HATBH, BeCh ABOP TOJIIIMUTCSI BOKPYT
KHATUHY, B IIepKBaxX BO3IJIAIIAIOT €e J04Yb I'OCY-
IapblHel, 1a He Ha pajgoCcTh Bce 3TO. IIpuzet Ge-
Ila — KTO 3acTtynutcd? B moruiie u Iletp Ajiekce-
eBUY, U fobpas nogpyra ExateprHa. HeHaBUCTH
JIIOZICKas, CTpalllHas HeHABHCThL CKPELIBAETCS IIO[,
yJABIOKAMH U JIbCTUBBIMU pedyaMH OKpY Kalo-
mux. OOUH TOJIYOK, OSUH MUT — U B IIpax pas-
JIETUTCS BCce 3TO 6e3yMHoe Besauuue! TeMHO U
CTPAIIIHO Ha AyIlle Y KHATHHU /lapbu MHUXanI0B-



HBI, C TPYCTHI0 CMOTPUT OHa Ha CBOUX [IeBOYeK.

Y [Bepell MOCHBIIAJIKWCH, IMard. KHATMHA
BCTpeIlleHyJlach U [OJ/DKHa ObLIa HaCHJIBHO 3a-
CTaBUTHL Cebs Beceslo yJabIOATHCI U PafgyIIHO
BCTPeTUTH ABYX IjapeBeH. /la yTo >xe? OHa Beab
UX UCKPEeHHO U jrobuna. OgqHa U3 HUX ObLIa [I0-
4ephbl0 ee Cep/levHOro Ipyra, a BeJrKas KHsDKHA
HaTtasbs BcexX 11o6eXkgaza CBOUM MUJIBIM BHIOM.

— B 1mo6poM s 340pPOBBU, MOU SCOYKU? —
obpaTHhIach K HUM KHATHUHS.

— 30POBBI-TO, 3JOPOBEI, — OTBeTHIAa EJM3a-
BeTa, — TOJIbKO YK OYeHb KapKO HbIHUe — B JIeC
xoueTcd. Korga sxe MeI B IleTepro¢ 1epeesxaem,
AJstekcaHap JaHuabIg?

— TaM Bce yXe TOTOBO, — CKasas MeHIIIH-
KOB, — Ha 3TOH HeJleJie IlepebepeTecs.

— To-To, mockopee 6v1! /la 3aCTyIIMCh XOTH
ThI, [lapbsi MUXaMiI0OBHA, 3a UMIIEpaTOpa, — CO-
BCeM KHf3b ero y HaC 3aMy4uJI!

Japbsg MuxaiaoBHa TOJIBKO PYKOM MaxXHYyJIa,
II0Ka3bIBas 3TUM, UTO He ee 3TO JeJI0.

Besnkas kHsDKHa Hatanbsa ycesach ¢ AJiek-
CaHMPOU AJIEKCAaHAPOBHOM U MPY>KECKU C HeU
HIerrasnach.

KusmxkHa Mapud faske U He cTapaJiach Kas3aTh-



cg sr06e3HoM. OHa cesla B YIoJi, IIOTYIIMIa CBOU
IJ1a3a ¥, OYeBHUIHO, He X0TeJsIa IIPHHUMATh HUKa-
KOI'0 y4aCTHsA B pasroBope.

— UYTro TakK CcypoBa, rOCyJaphIHA? — C SICHOH
YJIBIOKOM, HECKOJIBKO MaCKHUPOBAaBIIIeH HaCMelll-
JIMBOCTBb TOHA, 0OpaTmiack K Heil EnusaBeTa. —
He rogurcsa Tak XMYpHUTBCS HeBecTe. JKeHUXU
XMYPBIX HEBECT He JIFOOST.

ITpm sTHX cj0Bax y AjlekcaHzipa JaHUIOBHUYA
Ja’ke pOT CKOCHJICS.

«JX, IIoflanblle OBl 3Ty erosy, jfa IIOCKO-
peti!» — rymMaJi OH.

— A 4TO Ke, IlecapeBHa, — B3IVIIHYB Ha Hee,
CKasaJI OH, — II0JyMaJia JIA ThI, 0 YeM sI BaM BUe-
pa JoKIagbIBaI?

— Her, He mlogymasia, fa ¥ [yMaTb MHe He O
4eM: He IIOAXOZAIIee 3TO [eJI0.

— Yrto Ke, pasBe MOH XeHUX IJI0X? YeM BaM
He I1apa IIPUHIL [IPYCCKUKA?

— A X0Td 6B TeM, UTO OH IIPYCCKHUM, a He PyC-
ckuit! — >KUBO Iepebuia EnmsaBeTa. — S X0Opo-
III0 3HAI0, UTO HMHBIE JIFAH KeJlaJlu Obl MeHS I10-
JaJIbllle OTCIOZa CIIPOBAJUTh, ja A-TO ye3’KaThb He
HaMmepeHa. fI ¢ TOCKH yMpy Ha 4y>KOU CTOPOHE —
BOT CeCTpHIla AHHA KaK B IMCbMe IJIa4YeTCs.



" Becestoe ju1o EnM3aBeThl MTHOBEHHO OTY-
MaHMJIOCh UCKPeHHeH I1e4allblo: Tellepb OHa ObI-
Jla He II0X0>Ka Ha BCeIJallHIOK 6e33a00THYIO [ie-
BYIIKY. /la’ke KpacKa cbekajia C ee He)KHBIX IIleK
M OHAa THXO0 r'OBOPHJIA, €1Ba II0/IaBJIsIsA CI€3EI:

— He M1 MHe >KeHHXO0B, KHsI3b, BCe PaBHO
Tellepb He BBIMY 3aMy’K. BRI )KeHUX — Tak bor
ero K cebe B3sJI, jJa U He BpeMd O KEeHHUXaX V-
MaTh, KOTJja 4YyTh He BUepa ellle MaTyllIKa B IPo6
JIerJIa.

TyT 11ecapeBHa He MoOIJIa COBJIaJaTh C COO0I0
M 3aJIMJIaCh TOPEKHUMH CJI€3aMH.

Bce npuTUxIH, a KHATUHA [[apbsd MHUXamnI0B-
Ha 1ojouwaa K EnrsaBere, 00HsJIa ee M caMa MC-
KpeHHO 3aIllakaJia. ToJIbKO OfHa IfapcKasi HeBe-
CTa CujeJjla B CBOEM YIJIy C 6e3’KU3HEeHHBIM JIU-
II0M U IIOHATH HeJsIb3d ObLJIO, 0 YeM OHa JyMaJsa B
3Ty MHHYTY.

Ho ciessl ¥ medasb EnuM3aBeThl [JIMJIHCH
HeJ0/Iro. BOoT 0OHa OIATH YJIBIOHY/IACH, 3aTOBOPH-
Jla IIyTsS W BeCeJI0 M IIOJ KOHEeIl CyMesa Jake
O’KMBUTBL AjieKcaHZpa [JaHuibldya, KOTOPBIA Ha
MTHOBeHHe I103a0bLI U CBOM CTPaxH, U CBOe, B
IIoc/JIeHee BpeMs BCe Bo3pacTaBlilee, 3710€ K HeH
4yBCTBO.



— Hy, KHA3b, KaK XOTHTE, a Tellepb g Bac He
II0CJIyIIal0Ch, — BAPYT 06paTUiach K MeHIIHKO-
By BesIMKas KHsDKHaA HaTanbsd, — Terephb yX IIO-
pa OTHOXHYTH Opatrily. S AyMar, OH KOHYMII
CBOM YPOKH, IIOMYy U IIPUBEY €ro CIZa.

MeHIIIMKOB HHUYEro He OTBeTW/I, W HaTaibsa
BbIOerKajia U3 KOMHAaTHI.

B nBepsx IleTpa oHa, JeHCTBUTEJIBLHO, CTOJIK-
HyJIaCh C YXOAUBIIUM YUHUTEJIEM.

— Konuwul, Hy ciaBa bory, — o6paTuiach OHa
K 6paty,— a g Tebe, IleTpyia, IIpUIILIa OTHY
Belllb CKa3aTh. /laBeua JIrsa IoMmeriiasa, a CKa-
3aTh HY>KHO.

— YT0 Takoe? — KUBO cripocu Iletp.

— A BOT 4To0, 6paTel], Tl X0TeJI MHE I10/IapoK
ceJaTh.

— /Jla, HaKoHeIl! — yibl6HyJICcH IleTp. — A yK
g fyMaJi, HaTallleHbKa, 4TO ThI U He I106JIarofa-
PHUIIbL MeHs 3a MOH II0/IapOK; s1 BCeraa o Tebe /Iy-
Maw. YTo ’Ke, XOpomio g IpuayMaa? KakoBEI
4epBOHIILI? U Bce-TO 6s1eCTAT, BCe HOBBIE. I 11e-
JIBIX UX [IeBATH THICAY? ITO MHE IIOJHEeC HX IIeX
HalllUX KaMeHIIUKOB. f cedyac >ke o Tebe
BCIIOMHMJI ¥ I10CJIaJI ¢ HUMU Tebe /[0JITOPYKOTO.
YTO ’Ke — XOPOIIIH YePBOHIILI?



— BepHo xXopoiy, fja g-To0 UX He BHUAaa, Opa-
TeIl...

— Kak He Bumasa? UTo 3TO 3HAUUT?

— A TO, 4TO /lOJITOPYKUH IIpHUIle]l KO MHe, a
HUX He IIpHUHeC.

IleTp IIOLHSJICA U CBETJIbIE IJIa3da ero 3arope-
JINCH THEBOM.

— 9TO 4UT0? JITO 4UTO Takoe?.. U Jloaropykui
CMeeT...

— IlepecTaHs, mepecTaHb, He BUHHU /l0JIrOpY-
KOT0, He OH TOMY IIPUYMHA, a BOT UTO g Tebe XO-
4y CKasaTh: HeCeT KHA3b FIBaH KO MHe TBOH IIO-
JapoueK, U BCTPeThbCd eMy AJjiekcaHzAp /[laHH-
JIBIY... AJjiekcaHnap /JlaHWJIBIY M CIIPaIIMBaerT:
«4TO 3TO TBI HecCelllb?» TOT paccKasaj eMy: «TaK
U TaK», a Asekcasp /laHUIBIY U 0TOOpasl y Hero
BeChb MeIIIOK. Besres1 eMy ceiyac >ke IIpHU cebe OT-
HeCTH [eHbIU B CBOM KaOHHET U TOBOPHUT: «HM-
IIepaTop elfe OYeHb MOJIOJ, He yMeeT PacIiops-
JKaThCd JeHbraMU KaK CIefyeT; IPUIOAATCS Ha
HYy’KHOe [1eJ10». BOT KHs3b MBaH IIpHUIliesI KO MHE,
Zla ¥ pacckasaJ Bce 9TO.

ITeTp 3aXOAMJI II0 KOMHAaTe GOJIBIIIMMH IIlara-
MH.

— Yro0 ’Ke 3T0, HaKOHeIl, TaK0e? — pasapakHu-



TeJIbHO TOBOPHJI OH, TO KpacHes, TO OJyiefHes. —
Uro Ke, y>K OH MHe COBCEM PYKU CBsA3BIBaetT! S
Iake He MOI'Y CBOMM [0OpOM pacIiopsoKaThCs,
He MOIy cecTpe IIOJapoK caesaTh! Ha 4uTO Ke
9TO, HaAKOHeI], IIoXo)ke? Kakod g mmIiepatop?
BoT oH 1ocsre Bac cO MHOM TaK TOBOPHJL... TaK IO-
BOPMWJL, UTO O6YJb MOSI BOJIS, 9 ObI €ro JajaeKo Ky-
na-HUOyab yrpsaradnl..

— A pasBe y Te0s HeT CBOeM BOJIU? — THXO
IIporosopuia rapeBHa. — Korzga 6n11a >KrBa 6a-
OyIlIKa — JpyTroe O6BLIO [IeJI0, a Tellepb Beb ThI B
camoM peste, IleTs, uMmepaTop — IHopyman 06
aToM! He MOry 1 BUZeTh, Ceplie CCKUMAaeTCsd, Kak
MeHIIIMKOB MYyAPUT TO6010, ¥ IIOBTOPSIO {1, UTO
He Beplo ero Jir06BU K HaM. KoHeuHo, TEI ellle He
B3POCJIBIA U NOJKEH YUUTHCSH, X MHOI'O YUUTHCH,
U YMHBIX JIIOJeH CIylaThcsd, Ja OyATO KpoMe
AnexcaHzpa JlaHMIbIYa Y Hac YMHBIX JIIOJIeH
HeT?! BRI OH, MOJKET, YMHBIH, /1a U3 yMa Telepb
BBDKUBATE CcTasl. He THI Telleps UMIIepaTop, a OH.
Tel rOoBOpMJI, HeT y TebsA BOJIH, a CKakKu cebe:
eCcTb Yy MeHs BOJIs, BOT OHa U 6yzmetT! ToJbKO B
OIypHOe UTO0 He Kjagud ee. A MeHIIHKOB BCeM
HaM OOHITYHK.

IleTp oCTaHOBHJICA U >KaJHO BCJIYIIMBAJICI B



coBa cecTpbl. C HUM, OYEBHUJHO, COBepIIaJICA
KaKOM-TO IIepeBOpOT. /0 CerofHs, HeCMOTPsS Ha
BCe, YTO CJIYYMJIOCH B IIOCJIeJHHE MeCAIlbl, OH
BCe ellle HEBOJIbHO CUUTas cebs pe6eHKOM, II0/-
HadaJbHBIM, M AeTCKU 00sica MeHIIMKOBA. Td-
TOTSCH ero BJIACTBIO HaJ C06010, OH BCe JKe HU-
Kak He MoOr cefe IIpefCTaBUThb, UTO eCTb Ka-
KOU-HUOY/b CII0C06 I10 CO6CTBEHHOMY JKeJIaHUI0
BBIOUTBHCS U3-TIOJ 3TOM BJIACTU. U BAPYT CeCTPU-
I1a TOBOPHUT, YTO TOJILKO CTOUT CKa3aTh cebe, 4TO
«eCThb BOJIsI» — U OHA OypmeT. U cecTpulia mmpanal
OHa yMHa, OHa BCe 3HaeT U BCe IIOHUMAaeT; CecCT-
puLia oueHb yMHa! BoH ellje HeJaBHO 6apOH AH-
Ipeu FBaHBIY TOBOPWJI, UTO TAKOM YMHOU IIPUH-
I1eCcChl Ha BCeM CBeTe ChICKaTh HEBO3MOXKHO.

He Oyapb MCTOPUU C JeBATHIO THICIYaMU 4Yep-
BOHIIEB, MOKET OBITh, ellle 0JIT0 He IIPUIILIN Obl
TaKHe MBICJIU JeTaM AJIeKces; HO pa3 OHU SBU-
JIACh, TaK YK He YUAYT HaBepHO.

— IloiimeM, 1IO¥imeM! — BAPYr 3arOBOPUII
IleTp, cxBaTkEIBas cecTpy 3a pyky.— Iloigem, g
II0Ka’Xy MeHIIIUKOBY, UTO s He pe6eHOK, g I10Ka-
Ky emy! ITokgeMm, IIOHIEM. ..

W oH moBiek IapeBHy HaTajbio 3a PyKy B
arapTaMeHThI KHS34.



MHOTOYHCIeHHbIE TOCTH, BCTPEYaBIINECS UM
B Ka)K[I0M KOMHaTe, C U3yMJIEHUEM BUJIEIH, UTO
OH COBEpPIIIEHHO PAacCTPOeH M CIIEIIUT KyAa-To,
He OTIIyCKas CeCcTpy.

IITerIoT IIOIIIEJI IT0 KOMHATaM: HUKTO He IIOHH-
MaJI B UeM [[eJIO, HO Ka)K[blii MHTepeCcoBaJICI B
BBICIIIENl CTeeHW M CTPOHJI BCEBO3MOKHBIE
IIpeJII0JI0KEeHUS.

VK He II0’KaJIoBaJIach JIM OHA Ha MEeHIITHKO-
Ba, BOT O6BI XOPOIIIO OBLIO!

HmnepaTtop u HaTtanbss mouTu BOeKaaud B
KOMHaTYy, I/ie ellle HaXOUJINCh Bce MeHIITUKOBHI
B cbope U c 11ecapeBHO Eylri3aBeTON.

— AstekcaHp [laHUIBIY, — IIPSIMO 06paTHIICT
[TeTp K KH:310. — S TI0CJIAJI CECTPe IEBSATH ThICIY
UepBOHIIEB, a Thl UX OTHSLI U 3anep. Kak cMeellb
THI MeIIIaTh MOUM IIPUKAa3aHUIM?

MaJIb4rK BeCh Ap0>KaJjl, TOBOPS 3TO, U CO 3JIO-
001 IJIsiaes Ha KHS35.

ToT coBepllleHHO pacTepscsl, He MOT IIPOHUS3-
HeCTHU HU CJIOBA, KaK OyATO obecriamsaTes, U Ma-
IIMHAJIBHO OITYCTHJICA Ha Kpecsao. OH HUKAaK He
0’KHJaJI TOA0OHOT0 BOIIpOca OT IIOKOPHOTO U 60-
SI3JIUBOTO 10 CHUX IIOp pebeHKa. Eciiu 6 KTO-HU-
OyIpb ellle 3a 4yac IIpefcKasajl eMy 3Ty CIleHy, OH



HUKOI7Ia ObI He IIOBEPUJL, UTO OHa BO3MOKHa. Ho
Be/lb YIIIU ero He 00MaHbIBAaOT! BOT OH CTOUT IIe-
pex HUM, 3TOT MAaJIbUUK, U TOBOPUT eMy: «Kak
THI CMeeNIb!» — U IJISAUT Ha Hero ¢ THEBOM, OJie-
CTHUT IIepe]; HUM CBOMMH IJia3aMu. /o CHUX IIOp
MeHIIMKOBY HUKOIZIA U B TOJIOBY He IIPUXOIUII0
B3IJIAHYTHL Ha IleTpa Kak Ha MMIlepaTopa, OIIa-
CaThCd 3a CBOe HaJl HUM BJIMSHUE, HO Telleph IIe-
pen HUM ObLI UMIIepaTop. M aTOT UMIlepaTop 06-
paiasicsa K HeMy Kak K IIOITaHHOMY, 3aCJIyKUB-
11eMy IapCKUil THEB U HEMUJIOCTb.

KH436 Bce MoJI4aJl.

Japbsi MuxauioBHa mobsegHesa. Miaziias
KHSDKHA UHCTUHKTHUBHO OpocHiach K MaTepu U
3arviakasa. llecapeBHa EjmsaBeTa ¢ BOCTOPIoM
riaanena Ha IleTpa, U Bcd ee ¢urypa BbIpaskasa
TOP>KECTBO W pajgocTh. OgHA TOJBKO IlapCKas
HeBeCTa IIPoAoJDKala MoJya CHUIeTh, HA Ha YTO
He obpaIlasi BHUMaHUS.

A TleTp Bce ’X7aJj1 0TBeTa, U AjleKcaHap /laHu-
JIOBUY, HaKOHeIl, ouHyJicd. OH 3aroBOpuJj TakK,
Kak eIlle HUKOIJIa He TOBOPHJI C UMIIEPATOPOM,
3aroBOPHJI POOKKM I'0JI0COM IIOJAHHOTO.

— Barre BesiMuecTBO, — CKasajl OH, — IOCY-
IapCTBO HY)KIAeTCA B eHbIaX; KasHa HCTOILle-



Ha; HeOTJIOJKHBIX HYK MHOTO, U S IIOAyMaJI, 4YTO
9TUM JleHbIaM MOKHO HaUTH XOpoIllee yIIOTPeo-
JleHHe. S1 y)Xe CerofHs yTPOM XOTeJ IIpefCTa-
BUThL BaM IIPOXKEKT Ha YTO YIOTPeOUTH 3THU
IeHbIH.

— Xopo1mo, xopoirro, — orBeyas Iletp, — Bce
9TO, MOJKeT, ¥ IIpaB/ia, YTO Thl TOBOPHUIIL MHe. /la
eCJIU s 1apl0 MOeU CecTpe, ecju s X04y, YTOOBI
TaK ObLIO0, TaK OHO U OyzeT! U ThI He CMeelllb U3-
MEeHATh MOUX IIpHKasaHui! Cefiyac ke M3BOJIb
II0C/IaTh 3TU JIeHbIU BeJIMKOM KHSDKHe HaTtasbe.

C sTuMHU CJI0BaMU MaJIeHbKHH HMIIepaTop
KPYyTO IIOBEPHYJICI U, HU Ha KOTO He B3IJITHYBE,
BBIIIIeJI U3 KOMHATHI.

OIIOMHUBIINCH, MEHIIIMKOB I106€eKaJyl 3a HUM
U T0JDKeH ObLI 6e’kaTh [I0JIro, II0TOMYy uTo IleTp
He 0CTaHaBJIMBAJICA U He obpalljaj Ha Hero BHU-
MaHuda. HakoHery AsekcaHApy JaHUJIOBUYY Y/Ia-
JIOCH IIOMMAaTh ero 3a PyKy, OH OTBeJI ero B IIy-
CTYy}0 KOMHATy U CTaJI JIACKOBBIM, BKpPaJUYUBHIM
T0JIOCOM TOBOPUTH:

— Hy 3a 4TO TBI 06M/eJI CTapHKa, Ballle BeJIu-
4ecTBO? SI He X0TeJl HAHEeCTU HU Tebe, HU BeJlU-
KOM KHSDKHe 00uapl. Kak Ha geTel CBOMX CMOT-
P10 1 Ha Bac.



— Kakue MbI Te6e getu! — ckasan IleTp, BEI-
IlePHYB Y HEro CBOIO PYKY.

MeHIIIMKOB I106J1eJHeJI U 3aTpsiccs. B ToHe ro-
JIOCa HAapeyeHHOrOo 35Td €My II0CJIBIIIaaach OgHa
3HaKoOMas HOTa. [3-3a I0OHON ¥ HeXKHOU QUIYPHI
Broporo mmieparopa BIPYT, HEBELOMO KaKUM
o6pasoM, BBIIVIIHYJI TPOMafHbIN 06pa3 IlepBoro,
U CTapbl¥ /laHWIIBIY, ellle celfiyac He BeaBIIHNI
I'PaHUI] CBOEM BJIACTH, BAPYT II0YYyBCTBOBAJI Cebsd
TaKUM >Ke 0eCCUJIbHBIM, KaKUM ObIBaJI BO BpeMs
OHO, KoIZila crubasicd II0J THeBOM U I'PO3HBIMU
pevaMu CBOero II0BeJIUTeId U Spyra.

— Balre BesIM4ecTBO, — CHOBA IIIEIITAaJ OH, —
IIPOCTHU MeHs, HO BHHAa Mod Oblia 6e3 yMBICIIa.
Brepen Bo BceM ¢ TOG0I0 COBeIaThCS CTaHy, HO
OIIATH IIOBTOPSI0, UTO U CaM THI JOJDKEH IIONY-
MaThb O JeJlaX rOCyAapcTBa, JO/DKEeH 3HAaTb, UTO
4acTo JOoOpBIM Iaph KepTBYeT CBOUMU >KeJIaHU-
SIMH HY>KZaM CBOero Hapo/a. EciIu »xe UTo U IIPOo-
THUBHOe Tebe [les1ato, TakK [l TBOEU jKe I10JIb3BI,
IJI1 TOTO, YTO X04y, YTOOBI JOCTOMHBIM ThI OBLIT
npueMHUKOM IleTpy BesmukoMy. U mefn TBOM JIto-
OUWJI JapUTh CBOUX OJIM3KUX, HO TOJIBKO He TOT/a,
KOrZia II0JapoK ero MOT IIPUTOAUTHCSI Ha II0JIb3Y
Poccun. IIpocTH ke MeHA. /leHBEIH BepHY IlapeB-



He HeMe/JId, a BallleMy BeJIMYeCTBY Telephb He
Melasao OBl IIOKaTaThbCs, 61ar0 YPOKHU BCe KOH-
YeHBI.

— CKOpo i MBI IlepeesieM B IleTepro¢p? —
BApPYr obpaTwicd IleTp ¢ IIPOCBETJ/IEBIINM JIU-
oM. Ero rHeB MIHOBEHHO IIPOILIeJI; OH ellle He
IIPUBLIK K TAKUM CIIeHaM U IIpU IIepBOM HaMeKe
Ha IIpe/iCTOsIBIIIEe YAOBOJILCTBHE I'OTOB OBLI 3a-
OBITH BCAKYI0 HEIIPUSITHOCTD.

— Korpa xouerlnb, — 0TBeTUJ MEHIIIUKOB, —
XOTBh 3aBTpa I1epeeskaunTe.

— Hy 3aBTpa, Tak 3aBTpa, ¥ CJIBILIUIIIE,
KHS3b, HEIIpeMeHHO 4YTOoOblI 3aBTpa. MHe OuYeHb
xoueTcd B [leTeprog, CABIIIUIIL — 3aBTpa!

l'opa c 1w1eu cBasmiaach y AjleKcaHapa /JlaHu-
JIOBHUYA.

OH B3sJI ¥MMIIepaTopa II0J PYKYy H, JIaCKOBO C
HUM pasroBapuBasd, Kak 0yJTO HUYero He OBLIO
MeXKIy HUMUY, HAPOYHO THUXO IIPOIlesI BIUIOTE 10
KOMHAT >KeHEIL. 1 Bce IIPUABOPHEIE OIIITH CTalH
IIepelIenThBATECA U IIepeMUTHBATLCA, U C CO-
JKajJleHHeM coobpaskayu, 4To JaHWIbId COBCEM
IIOMUPHJICA C UMIIepaTOpPOM M YTO HeJIeTKO X
IIOCCOPUTE.



apeBHBI 3aHHUMAJIU JBOPeL], 0CTATKHU KOTOPO-

IO JI0 CHX ITIOD ellle CYII[eCTBYIOT B KOHIIe JleT-
Hero ca/ia. ITO ObLI HeOOIBIIIOHN K COBCEM He POC-
KOIITHBIM [TOM, HeCpaBHEHHO IIpollle YOpaHHBIN,
4yeM [0M KH#A31 MEHIIIHMKOBa, TOJBKO KPYroM
HEero BO BCe CTOPOHBI IIleJI IPeBOCXOMHBIN cap,
3aK/IF0YaBIIUU B cebe TemepelrHUM JleTHUH, [a-
PHLBIH IyT 1 MUXaNJI0BCKUM Caf,.

BepHYBIIIUCHL JOMOM IIOCJIEe KAaTaHHUSA C HMMIIe-
paTopoM, BesIMKas KHsDKHa HaTasibs BeJresia IIO-
3BaTh K cebe 6apoHa OcTrepmaHa. OH He 3aMe[:-
JIUJI ABUTHCS.

— UYro IpHKa)kKuTe, IPHHIIECCa? — JIACKOBO
IV Ha Hee, CIIPOoCHI AHIper N BaHOBHUY.

— Cagurech, MHe MHOIOe HY)XHO CKas3aThb
BaM, — OTBeuasia HaTajbg, yKasblBasi eMy Kpec-
JIO.

BapoH ceJs1 ¥ Bce ¢ TOIO JKe JIACKOBOH YJIBIOKOM
IIPUTOTOBMJICA CJIYILIATE.

— BoT BBI yIIUIH, & IIOCJIE€ BaC CAYYUJIUCH Ca-
MEbIe HeOKHJaHHbBIe Bellld, — Havasa HaTabs.

— 51 y2K K0e-4uTo CJIBIIIAJI, — OTBETHJI AH/Ipen
HWBaHOBHY.



— Otkypma? Kro ke mor Bam ckasaTh? [la,
BIIpOYEeM, U CIIpallluBaTh Heuero, BBl BCerja Bce
3HaeTe. Hy, Tak 4TO ’Ke BBl 3HAaeTe, YTO BHI CJIBI-
maau?

— Ha 3T0oT pa3 HeMHOT0. Sl 3Har0 TOJILKO, YTO
OblIa ccopa y uMIlepaTopa ¢ KHg3eM MeHIIHKO-
BBIM U YTO BBI, IIPUHIIECCA, TOMY IIPUYHHA.

— /Jla, g, elCTBUTEeJLHO, OblIa TOMY IIPUYU-
HOM.

M onHa pacckasasa OcrepMaHy BO BCeX IIO-
IPOOHOCTSIX YTPEHHee [IeJI0.

OH BHUMATEJILHO ee CAyllal U 0J00pUTeIb-
HO KHBAJI TOJIOBOIO.

— 3TO XOpPOIIIO, XOPOIII0, — HAaKOHeI[ 3aroBo-
PUII OH, — TOJIBKO BCe >Ke OBl JIyyllle 6bLI0, eCIN
6 HauvaThb OCTOpPO)KHee. BeIb g TOBOpPUI Baw,
IIpUHIIeCCa, YTO [eJsia OOJIBIIME BCerfa HY>KHO
OCTOPO’KHO [eJjlaTh U MeJJIeHHO, 3TaK IIpOYHee
BBIXOJIUT.

— Hy fa, Begb To>Ke TOBOPAT, YTO HY>KHO KO-
BaTh >KeJje30, II0Ka ropg4do! — 3amermia Hara-
JIBSL.

OcTtepMmaH cTajl OIATH €e pPacCIpallvBaTh;
eMy 0C00eHHO MHTepeCcHBI ObLIN II0LPO6HOCTHU O
TOM, KakK BeJ ce6s1 MEHIIHWKOB, U, CIyIlas pac-



CKa3 0 ero CMYII[eHUH, O ero IMOYTUTEeJIbHOCTH U
TperieTe, AHIpel MBaHOBUY C HeCKPHIBAeMBIM
YIOBOJILCTBUEM IIOTHUPAJI CBOU ITyXJIble PYKH.

«XopoIrio, xopoIo! — aymMana oH. — ABOCHL U
BBIMIeT UTO-HUOYAb. TOJBKO OBl s1 OBLI B CTOPO-
He, TOJBKO OBl MeHd KaK-HUOYIb He 3aMella-
JIH...»

— Hy, a Tenepb OHU Kak >Xe, — CIIPOCHJI OH
BEeJINKYI0 KHSDKHY, — IIOMUPUIIUCEH?

— Jla, IOMUPMJINCH, TOJILKO S PYy4YaloCh BaM,
4TO0 OpaT COBCEM YK IPYroi CTaJl 1 HUKOT/IA C Ce-
TOHAIIIHeT0 AHA He 3a6yeT. /o cerogHsa OH ObLI
pebeHoK, a Tellepb — HMMIIepaTop, YBepsit0 Bac,
MWIBIT AHpeld IBaHOBUY.

OHa JsackoBO morjiAfesna Ha OcTepMaHa U
IIPOTSHYJIa eMY PYKY.

TOT IIOUTUTENFHO IIOIEJI0BAJ 3Ty MaJleHb-
KYI0 PYUKY U IJIsesI Ha BeJUKYI0 KHSOKHY B II0JT-
HOM BocTopre. OH BUJeJ ICHO, UTO CeMS, UM IIO-
CessHHOe, I1011aJI0 Ha J0OpyIo II0UBYy. Beib 0H caMm
HallpaBJIsLI IIOCTOSHHO €e MBICJIU B IIOC/Ie[Hee
BpeMs, OH 3HaJI BCIO CUJIy CBOEro BJIMSHUI HaJ
Helo, a BOT Tellepb 0Ka3hIBAKTCA U IJIOBI 3TOTO
BJIHSHUS. /la, OH He OIN6CI — TaK UMEHHO U Ha-
[0 OBLIO IeMICTBOBATh: HUKTO JIYyUIlle CEeCTPhI He



MOT HAaIIpaBJATHL MaJJIeHBKOI0 HMIIepaTopa, a
CecTpy PyKOBOZUTH 10 KOHIIAa OyzieT OH, AH/pel
HWBaHOBUU.

— 3aBTpa MHI Ilepee3xaeM B IleTeprodp, — Be-
cesio 06bABUIIA IlapeBHA, — a AJyleKcaHAp /laHu-
JIOBUY B CBOU PaHOOB efieT; 6y[eT He B IIpUMep
CBOOOHEN, U MHOIO MOJKHO 3a 3TO BpeMs CJie-
JIaTh.

— VX, KaK MHOIO! — CepbesHO IIPOTOBOPHJI
OctepMaH. — ToJILKO IIOMHUTeE, IIPUHIIECCA, YTO
BCe ’Ke OCTOPOKHOCTh He MelaeT.

— [loMHI0, TIOMHIO, I HUKOIZIa He 3a0bIBaIo
BAaIlIKX COBeTOB, AHApel IBaHbIU. [la, ITIOCKOpe
66l B IleTeprod, — BAPYr TUXO U KaK-TO IleYalb-
HO IIpOJoJDKajJa OHa, — MHE YTO-TO HeXOpPOILo
3mechb. /lacke ¥ B cajly MOeM BO3yXy KakK OYATO
MaJIo, AYIIHO YTO-TO ¥ OIATH Kalllesb... Buepa
IIOYUTH BCIO HOYL He CIIajia, a Tellephb TaK ycTaJa,
Tak ycraJa...

OcTepMaH B3IJIIHYJ Ha ee 6JiefHOe JIUIIO0 U
HeBOJILHO CMYTHJICS; OH y)Ke He B IIepBBIM pas
3aMeyaJl B HeH 3To IleyaJibHOe BhIpa’keHHe; 0Ha,
TOYHO, ObLJIa He310poBa.

— IIpowtarite, AHpapeid HMBaHBIY, IIOIIPOOYIO
3aCHYTb, — IIpPOIIIeIITaJjJa IlapeBHA, IIPOTATUBasd



€My PYKY.

OH THXO BBIIIIEJI B3 KOMHATEL

HaraJibd 1103BaJia CBOI0 QpeinHy, IIPOoIILIa C
Hel B CITaJIbHIO U CTaJia paspgeBaThcsa. CKOpo OHA
ocTajachk OfHA, OTBOPHJIA OKHO M ceja Ilepef
HUM B pasgymbu. Houb OBbLIa AyIIHas, B Jajle-
KHX KyCTax 3aJIMBaJICA OGUH U3 IIOCTIeSHHUX COJIO-
BbEB, U CTPAHHO OBLJIO C/IBINIATH B HeJaBHEM 60-
JIoTe ero ItecHH. Ho 3TO OBII HACTOAIIUM COJIO-
BeM: ChIH WJIM BHYK OJHOTO M3 TeX, KOTOPBIX
ITeTp BesMKWH BBINKCHIBAJ U3 HKHBIX I'y6ep-
HUM [JI CBOET0 «Ilapagusar.

[TapeBHa HaTanbsa cMoTpesia B CBETJIOE CEBEP-
Hoe He60, ¥ Bce TPyCTHee U TOCK/IMBee [es1aloCh
Ha ayure ee. C HEKOTOPOr0O BpeMeHH OHa CTaJla
OYeHb 3aJyMuMBa: Ilepexof 0T 06e33a60THOTO
IeTcTBa B HeH COBepIIMWICA HEeOXKHUJAaHHO U
opicTpo. Ellle Tak HeJaBHO OHa OblJIa HACTOM-
IIIUM peGeHKOM, HH 0 YeM He 3a00THJIaCh U HU-
yeM He CMYyI[ajach; € XOpOIIo OBLIO II0f, KPHI-
JIBIIIIKOM JOOPOM, XOTS U He POJHOM 6abyIIKH.
BcrmomMuHaIa OHa Telepb M BEJIHUKOIO Jefia, ero
pefKue cBoeobpasHble U TeM ellle 60Jjiee JOporue
JIacKH. M BOT KaK CKOpPO, KaK OBICTPO BCEIO 3TOI0
y>Ke HeT — 4YTO-TO OyzeT? B ycTaBIIell U CKIIO-



HEeHHOM Ha PYKHU I'0JI0OBE IIapeBHEI 6POIHIIO MHO-
’KeCTBO pasHBIX TPEBOXXHBIX MEICJIEH; OHa BCe
oyMasa W JyMaja O CBOeM JHOUMOM, eIuH-
CTBEHHOM OpaTe, fyMaJjia O TOM, YTO, HECMOTPS
Ha Bech OJIECK UX IIOJIO’KEHMS, BCe K€ OHH Oe]l-
HBIe IeTH, CUPOTHI, He IIOMHAIIIEe HU OTI[a, HU
Marepy, 6e3 [0OPBIX POJAHBIX, OKPY’KEHHBIE
JIIOABLMY, KOTOPHIM HEBO3MOXKHO [JOBEPUTHCS.
OfvH TOJIBKO M eCThb 4YesloBeK — AHpen HBa-
HBIY — BEpUT eMy cepAlie, a Bce >Ke IIofJac u
IIpy1 HeM 6epeT COMHeHUe... XuTep, 60JIbHO, AH-
Iopeii IBaHbIU, He pa3bepellb WHOM pas, 4To y
HEro B MBICJIAX, @ IJIa3a CMOTPSAT II0 CTOPOHAM,
HHUYero He BbBIfaBasg. boJbllloe [eso 3amymalia
[japeBHa.

OHa permiachk BO UTO OBl TO HU CTasIo, TaK
WU WHauve, W30aBUTHL HMIlepaTopa OT HeHa-
BHCTHBIX MEHIIHMKOBEIX, /[a YAacTCa JIK 3T0? A
KOJIU U yaacres, 6yet jiu jyditte? He MeHIIIHKO-
BBl — HaWyTCA Apyrye, BOT XOTh Obl JIusa. bpaT
Ha Hee IIPOCTO MoJIMTCH. JIn3a fobpasd, Muas, HO
Beob U OHA XUTpad... BripouewMm, o Jluse Hatanbs
He MoIJIa AyMaThb XJIALHOKPOBHO. EIlle HeaBHO
OHa TakK JIIOOMJIAa CBOIO KpacaBUIly — TeTYIIKY,
a Tellepb KakKasg-TO 4yepHas KOIIKa IIpoberkasia



MeXXy HUMHU, U BCe UIIET IlapeBHa 4ero-Huoyab
oypHoro B EnrsaBete, Bce cTapaeTcs 00bCHUTh
B TEMHYIO CTOPOHY. OTyero 65l 3T0? JIKu3a Bcerga
TaK JIaCKOBa C Helo, JIIOUT ee I10 — IIPe’KHEMY...
HO YTO-TO TaKoOe CIy4YWUJIOCh — U TIHEeT ee OT
KpacaBuIlbl JIM3El. BesMkass KHsOKHA ellfe He CO-
BCEM CO3HaBaJjla CBOE UYBCTBO, a YK€ OHO CHJIb-
HO pasBUJIOCH B HeM — 3TO ObljIa PeBHOCTH! ITO
OBLI CTpax 3a CBOe BJIMSIHME Hajx 6paToM, 3a
OpaTHIOI0 JII000Bb K Hel. Ho U He opHa Jlusa
cMyliasa 6efHyI0 IlapeBHY. B 1mmociesHee Bpems
OHa 3aMeydasla, 4YTO IOHBIM HMIIEpaToOp O4YeHb
COAPYXXMJICA ¢ MoJogeIM JlosropykuM. M masio
IIPOKY BHJejla OHA OT 3TOM APY>KOBI. /l0JIropy-
KUU — KpacHoOal, IITyTHUK, BOT ellle HeJaBHO
OHa y3HaJIa, 4TO OH BeJleT 6eCIIyTHYIO JKU3Hb, /13-
’Ke, KaXkKeTCs, IUTh HayaJl, Hy KaK TOMY JKe Ha-
yuuT IleTpyily, Befib 3TO O6YyZeT, IIOKaIyH, ele
Xy>ke MeHIITuKoBa!

—/la HeT, He f[aM 1 UM IIOTYOUTHL ero, —
BIPYT BCSI B BOJIHEHUM U CBEPKHYB IJIa3aMU CKa-
3aja cebe 11apeBHa. — [IoKyza g ¢ HUM, OH HU Ha
KOI'0 MeHs He IIpOMeHseT, g Iepel boroM IoKJs-
Jlach CTOSITH 3a Hero U ObITH eMy MaTepblo, OTTO-
HATH OT HEro BCe 3JI0e — U JI0JKHA S UCIIOJIHUTD



9Ty KJIATBY! Sl HUKOMY He OTZaM ero, s BCIO cebs
II0JIO’KY B HEro, s YHHUUYTOXXY MEHIIIHKOBELIX, 5
YHUUYTOXY JoaropyKkux. IlycTh U 0Ha 11060peTcs
CO MHOI0 — YBHJUM, KTO CHJIbHEE... HHUKOMY, HH-
KOMY He OT[aM s ero!

ITapeBHa IIOJHSAIACH B BOJTHEHHH H BCS JIPO-
JKaJla. Bopyr oHa cxBaTHIach 3a 60K, XOJIO[HBIE
KaIUIM [I0Ta IT0Ka3aJIMCh Ha JIOy ee, U OHa cj1abo
3aKalaaa. becCHILHO OIIYCTH/IACh OHAa B Kpec-
JIO, ¥ KPYIIHEIE CJIe3BI ITOJIMJIMCE U3 IJI1a3 ee.

— He oTpmaM, He oTZaM... a €CJIH MeHS BO3b-
MyT OT Hero — He Jrofy, a bor?.. Eciau ympy —
YTO TOrga?.. A MHe Bce Tellepb HaunHaeT Ka3aThb-
Cs1, YTO YMPY S CKOPO...

U nmosiro oHa cujesia mepes OTKPLITBIM OKOIII-
KOM H BCe IUIaKaJla, ¥ Bce JyMaJia, U HUKTO He
3HaJI, YTO TBOPHUTCS B IOHOH JYIIIE ee.



v

BOp Ilepeexasl B Ilereprod. IleTp B COIIPOBOX-
IeHHMH MOJIOLOro /loJITOPYKOIO, IjecapeBHEBI
JIN3aBeThl U CeCTPbl 00be3U/I 3HaKOMBIE Me-
CTa ¥ ObLI B CAMOM JIydIlleM HacCTPOEHUU [yXa.
OH OB 0BOJIEH BCEMHU CZeJIaHHBIMU IIPEII0JI0-
JKeHUsMHU U y)Ke CTPOMJI IJIaHBbI, KaK OHH OyayT
OXOTHUTBCA U BeceJUThCs. IleTeprod B TO Bpems
OBLI COBCEM He TOT, UTO Tellepb. LJapCKUU [BO-
pers, XoTd U yA00HO IIOCTPOEHHBIN, He IIpe/iCTaB-
JIsIJI HU4Yero ocobeHHoro. 3xech 6pia cobpaHa
emte IleTpoM BesIMKUM KOJUIEKIIAS KapTHH, HO
KapTUHBI 3TH HAXOJUIUChL 0e3 BCSAKOIO IIPH-
CMOTpa U 3HaYUTeJIbHO II0CTpajaId. /IBoprioBas
MebeJIb OblyIa TOXKe IIeTPOBCKad, T. €. caMas IIpo-
cTas. /IBopell CTOSI Ha TOM JKe MecTe, KaK U Te-
Iephb: C ero 6aJKOHOB OTKPBLIBAJICA BHUJ, Ha MODE;
BHU3y OMJIM QOHTAHBI, HO IIapK COBCEM IIOYTH
He OBLI PacyulIlleH, U TOJbKO B PANY MEJIKHX
CTPOEHUM I IPHUABOPHBIX KpacoBa/IUCh [Ba
IpeJsieCTHBIEe JOMHUKaA: Mapiu 1 MOHILIE3HUp...
B MoHIIesupe [gejajlCh IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS
IJI pasHBIX IIpas3gHecTB. HUKTO He 3HaJI, Ha0JI-
IO JIX KHA3b MeHIINKOB yexaJ B OpaHueH6ayM



M KOI/Ia CI0/ia BEepPHEeTCs; HO JHA Yepes3 /JBa II0 IIe-
peeszie ABOpa Ha JIETHIOI Pe3UEHIINI0 BCe OBI-
JIA IIOpakeHbl HEOKUJTAHHOI0 M Ba)XHOIO Be-
CTBIO: TOHeIl U3 PaHO0Ba U3BECTHUIL, UTO CBETJIEH-
UM KHA3L AJieKcaHAp JaHWIOBUY TSHKKO 60-
JieH. ['oHel IpuBe3 IMUCHMO MEHIIINKOBa K HM-
nepatopy. OHO OBLJIIO HaIIKCAHO [Ipo’Kalllel py-
KOI0, U B HEM CBeTJIEHIIINHI IIPOIAJICI C UMIIepa-
TOPOM. ITO IIKUCHMO OBLJIO €0 3aBelllaHueM.

Terto u KpacHopeuyuBO IIMcaJ OH IleTpy o
TOM, KaKHe JiJI1 Hero HaCTylIaroT MHOTOTPY/ZAHEIe
roJibl, yKashlBaJl €My ero 06s13aHHOCTU OTHOCH-
TeJIbHO POCCHHU — «HEIOCTPOEHHON MaAaIIIMHEI»,
yBeleBaJs caymarbcd OcTtepMaHa U MUHUCTPOB,
OBITH IIPaBOCYAHBIM. B TO >Ke BpeMsl OH ITHCAaJl
U K wieHaM BepxoBHoro CoBeTa, Imopy4ana UM
CBOI0 CEMBbIO, OJHHUM CJIOBOM, IIPUTOTOBHJICA
NeHCTBUTEJILHO YMUPATh.

B m1epBy10 MUHYTY HHUKTO Jja’kKe U He II0BEPUJI
9TOMYy U3BECTHUIO, TaK OHO OBLIO HEOKUIaHHO;
HO KHSDKeCKHU roHell IIoApoOHO pacckasas o0 60-
JIe3HHU cBeTJenirero. OKasaaoch, 4YTO ceryac II0
npuessie B OpaHueH6ayM OH pacxXBOpaJICsI U Te-
Iephb JIeKUT B BEJIUKOM C1a00CTHU U JIUXOPaJIKe U
XapKaeT KpOBbI0. He BepUTEH OGBIIO HEJIb34.



Heo6bI1uaiiHOE BOJIHEHME IIOSHSIOCH B [leTep-
rode; Bce XOAUIH APYT K APYIy, BCe TOJIKOBAJIH,
IOKUMaJIH IJIeYaMHy, Kayayu IOJIOBOX0, U3YMJIS-
JIUCh, aXaJsIy, pa0BaIiCh, 3aJflaBaIl cebe BCIKUe
BOIIPOCHL. UTO >Ke Telepb OyZeT, KOJIU yMpeT
Anexcanzap JlaHuibsd? XopoIuo OyAeT OT JIFOTOTOo
3Bepsl U30aBUTHCS; IIOJHUMYTCI CTapUHHEIE da-
MUJINU: KHA3L ['OJIUIBIH Oy/leT UMeTh IIepBbIN
r0JIOC BO BCeX fiestaX. UHBIM, 60Jiee pacCyAuTe b-
HBIM U JaJIbHO30PKHM, IIPEACTaB/IAIOCh TaKXKe,
YTO, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe 3TO, CO CMEPTHI0 /laHMUIIbI-
4Ja He OyJeT OJHOI0 — He OyZeT IIpe)XHel Kpell-
KOH CHJIBI B IIpaBUTEJILCTBe. MIMIlepaTop M ero
6JIM3KHe paZi0oBaJIUCh BCero O0JIbIlle TOMY, UTO
BMeCTe CO CMepThI0 MeHINMKOBa YHUUYTOXKUTCA
U HeBecTa. HUKoOrza Ha Hell He KeHUTCS UMIIe-
parop!

IleTp Besies1 CHApPAOUTH SKUIIAXK H, CKpeIsd
cepparie, Imoexas BMecTe C CeCTpPOX0 HaBeCTUTH
MeHmrkoBa. OH 3acTajl ero B IIOCTeJIH U B ILJIO-
X0M Buje. KHA3d, [eliCTBUTeJbHO, O6MIa JIUXO-
pazka. OH CTOHAJI U XapKaJ KPoBEIO. Teleps OH
IIpepHIBAIOIIUMCA U C1a0bIM I'0JIOCOM IIOBTOPSI
IleTpy cBOU yBelllaHMs, ¥ KOIa TOBOPUJI O CBOEH
Jouepy — 3aIviaKall.



IOHBIN MMITEepaTop ciyla ero Moada. OH He
JKaJleJsI KHA35, eMy IIPOCTO OBLII0 HEeJIOBKO U XOTe-
JIOCh YHUTHU CKOpel. OH TaK U cZesasl: IIPOOLIB B
PanboBe He 60JIbIlIe Yaca, yexaya 06paTHO.

Tsoxesioe BIledaT/ieHHe, IIPOM3BELEeHHOE Ha
uMIeparopa 6oe3HbI0 MeHIINKOBA, B TOT JKe
IeHb COBEpIIeHHO H3IJIafuIoch; B IleTeproge
ero OKpjaja IIporyJKa B OOIecTBe BCeX OJIMS-
KUX eMy JIrofeii. IleTp BeJies1 ocefijiaTh cebe CBOe-
ro JI06MMOro KoHs; EnrsaBeTa, IIpeKpacHas Ha-
e3/HUI1a, TOXKe Oblla BepXoM, IlapeBHa Hartaibs
IIOMeCTHJIacCh B KOJIICKE C KHSDKHOM Jl0JITOpyKOi
U IPYyroM cBoeM QpeiIMHOM, U BCe OHU OTIIpa-
BHJIMCHL BEpPCT 3a IIeCTh, IZie B IIPEBOCXOJHOM
MEeCTHOCTH /IJI1 HUX OBbLI YCTPOEH IIPasfiHUK: MY-
3bIKa U POCKOIIIHBIN VKUH.

Becesio 6pu10 IleTpy 4yBCTBOBaTh cebsg Ha
cBobozie. C HUM pPSAOM exajla KpacaBHIla — Te-
TYIIIKa, ¥ OH BCe Ha Hee J060Basicd. OHa Oblia
CerofiHs elre Becesjiee OOBIKHOBEHHOIO, O3apsia
BCeX CBoeM 6e33a00THOM yJIBIOKOM, Becesble ee
IIIYTKH TaK U CBHIIIAJIUCh, IIepelaBaIiCh U3 YCT B
ycTa ¥ BO3OYXK/a/IM MCKPeHHUU CMeX IIPUBOP-
HbIX. K IleTpy EnnsaBeTa Gblla O4eHBb JIACKOBA,
HO BCe JKe IIOCTOSIHHO Cep KHBasia U3JIHUIIHION0



ero He)XHOCTh. OHa 0CTaHaBJIMBAJIA €T0 IIOPHIBHI,
HaIlOMHHAas 0 TOM, UTO OH pe6eHOK, MaJIb4uK, U
4YTO TaK OHa Ha Hero ¥ CMOTPHUT. Ero 3To y>KacHo
CepHJI0 ¥ MY4YHJIO, OH U3BICKUBAJI BCe CII0COOHI
I0Kas3aTh €M, YTO OHa OIIHOAeTCd, YTO OH CMe-
JBI M JIOBKMM My)KuuHa. OH IIOZ3af0pHBaJl
CBOEr0 JIMXOT0 KOHs, IIyCKaJl er0 B raJIoll, MOJIO-
IellKU IepellpbIruBasl Yepes pBEI, I71a3a ero CUsd-
JIX O’KHBJIEHHEM, Ha II[eKaX BBICTYIIaJl pyMsHelLl,
B cBOEM POCKOIITHOM IIJIaThe, CTPOMHBIN U U3AILI-
HBIH, OH, eHICTBUTEJIHLHO, 3aCTaBJIsAJ Ha Cebsd JIo-
6oBaThcd. U nipuHItecca EsnmsaBeta siro60Baach
UM, OHa O4YeHb JII0OMJIa 3TOI0 MHJIOTO, KPACHUBO-
ro0 MaJb4HKa, HO, KOHEYHO, HUKOIJ[a He MOIJIa
CMOTpPeTh Ha Hero MHaue, Kak Ha pebeHka. OHa
XOPOIII0 3HaJIa, YTO ellje HeflaBHO 6apoH AHJpel
MBaHOBUU II0/iaBaJl IIPOEKT O HEO0OXOAMMOCTH
Opaka Mexxay Hero H IlerpoM. OHa 3HaJa, 4TO
9TOT Opak HMMeJ MHOIO XOPOIIMX CTOPOH, IIPH-
MUPpSUI BCe TTapTHUH, YIIPOYUBAJL CIIOKONUCTBHE T0-
CyflapcTBa, HO BCe jKe caMa He MoIJIa 6e3 cMmexa
06 3TOM ITosyMaTh. Kakoil 3TO My — 3TOT Ma-
JIeHbKHUI XOpOIIeHbKUU IUIEMAHHUK? HacTos-
MUK JKeHUX yMep, MHOIO OJIM3KHX, [OPOTHX
yMepJIo ¥ IIOTHOJI0 3a ITocIefHee BpeMs. Tak BOT



MHOM pas LIYTUT OHAa, CMeeTCs, BeCeJUTCI KakK
OyATO, a BAPYT 3aZyMaeTcs U TsDKeJIO el CTaHer.
KoneuHo, 6e33a60THBIN XapakTep OepeT CBOE,
Ievasib IIPOXOJUT CKOPO, 30BEeT )KU3Hb, 30BET Be-
cesbe!

HHorga et fake [yMaJyIoCh, YTO B KOHIIE KOH-
I10B IIPpHUZETCI-TaKU B3IJIIHYTH Ha IleTpa Kak Ha
Oyaylero Myska, I10 KpaillHell Mepe, IIPUIETCA
IocrapaTbCsd Haj 3TUM. Y>K OYeHb HEeHaBUCTHO
el OBLI0 YCTYIUTH ero KHsOKHe MeHIIIHNKOBOM.
Ho BoT MeHIIMKOB 60JIeH, yMUpaeT, UMIIEpaToOp
He JIFOOUT CBOeU HeBeCThl, OHa eMy IIPOTUBHA —
BCe YHUUTOKaeTCd, U He 0 YeM Tellepb AyMaTh.
AX, KakK X0pol1I10, Kak BeceJo!

[IpuHItecca ToXKe II0[3aJ0PHUBAET CBOEro KO-
HS 1 MUMTCS BCJIeJ, 38 UMIIepaToOpoM, U BCe IIPU-
IBOpHBIEe CMOTPAT Ha Hee, JIOOYICh ee Kpaco-
TOI0, ee CMeJIOCTBI0 ¥ IIPUPOAHBIM I'PAIfO3HBIM
BeJIMYUEM.

«BorcTtrHy OHa moub IlerpoBal!» — ImIemnyyT
HUHBIe I'yOBbl.

A Besukas KHsDKHaA HaTasbs Mosida M IpycCT-
HO eJleT B CBOEM TsDKeJIOM JSKHIIake, I'PYCTHO
CMOTPHUT BJaJb, I7le MeJbKalT QUIypHl 6paTa U
EnmsaBeTsl. Ee COyTHUIIEI He CMEIOT HapyIIHUTh



MOJIYaHUSA, BUALT, YTO BEJIMKOM KHSDKHe He [0
pasroBopoB. UTo Cc Hel, OHU He 3HaIT. CTpaH-
HOM KaKOM-TO CTaJla OHa B I10CJIe/IHee BpeMs. Bce
Te yKe HeOTBSI3HbBIe TyMBI IIpeciiefy0T HaTasbo.
BuUauT OHa, YTO C Ka)KAbIM THEM YCHUJINBAeTCs
IIPUBS3aHHOCTL 6paTa K TeTylke Jluse. C yTpa
[0 Beyepa OHM BMeCTe: I/le OH, TaM U OHa; Ife
OHa, TaM ¥ OH. 1 0Ha XOpOIIo 3HaeT O IIPOEKTe
Annpeda MBaHOBHMYA M IIPOCTO IOTOBA BO3HEHA-
BUZIETH CBOEr0 CTaporo Apyra 3a 3TOT Y’KaCHBIN
IIPOEKT, He IIPOCTUT OHAa eMy HUKOI/ia 3TOro!

BeuepoM, II0CjIe KaTaHbs, BeJIMKasg KHsDKHA
1103BaJia 6para K ce6e U 3ariepJia ABepb.

— YTO0 THI TakK CKy4YHa, HaTama? — cIipocui
UMIIepaTop.

— AX, He3ZopoBa s, lleTpyIira, oO4eHEL He3J0-
poBa, la U He OJHO He3[OpOBbe... — IleYaJIbHO
IIPOrOBOPMJIA OHA.

—Yto Takoe? O6umes pasBe Tebsd KTO-HU-
6yab? CKak! TOJILKO!

— Tl MeHd OOMKaelllb, OpaTell,..

— UYem? HarameHnbka? ITomuiyit! S Tak Jito6-
JI10 Tebs, KaK S MOT Tebs1 06HIeTh?!

— JIT00UIIL-TO ThI MeHS JIF0OUIIL, — THUXO0 OT-
BeTUIa Hatasnbs, — a Bce JIM3y JIOOUIITE 60JIbIIIe



MeH$, 1 3TO XOPOIIIO BUXKY.

— AX, Harama, — KpacHesd BBITOBOPHJI
[leTp, — ax, Haramia, 3aueM Tl MHE TOBOPHUIIIb
3T0? JIM3a HHUKOIJA Tebe IIOMEIAaTh He MOJKET.
Bce Moe cepzlie IpUHAAJIEXKUT Tebe, U 5 JII00JIII0
TeOs1 KaK CecTpy, Kak MaTh POAHYI0!.. JIro6Jr0 U
JIn3y, TOJILKO TO COBCEM JPyroe 1eJo... [IocMOT-
pH, Kakasl OHa KpacaBHIla, KaK JIOBKa, BeceJa,
MHe TaK y>KaCHO XOpOIII0 U Becesio C Hew... Ho
HUKOITIa, HUKOI/IA 51 Tebd 11 Hee He 3a0yxy!

Besmkasi KHSpKHA TPYCTHO YJIBIOHYJ/IACh.

— 3abypelb, CKOpo 3a0y/ellb! — CTpaHHBIM
T0JIOCOM IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA U MaXHyJIa PyKOH.

[TeTp mogbeskast K Hel, cTajl Ilepe]; Hel Ha KO-
JIEHU, IIPHKAJICSI K HeH T0JI0BOI0, OOHSLI ee U TJIS-
IleJI TaK JIaCKOBO, TaK JIFDO0OBHO U CMYIIIEHHO.

— IleTpyma, Trosyo4yuK, — Havasna Hara-
JbSI, — eCJIM Thbl OUeHb MeHS JIIOOHIIL, TaK IIO-
CJIyIIIa¥iCcsl MOETo COBeTa.

— 51 Bcerga Tebs CJIyIIal0Ch, — 3aMETHJI HM-
reparop.

— Her, He Bcerpa; Thl He Bephb JIn3e, He Bepp,
OHa 0OMAaHIIHIIA, OHa TebsI He JII0OUT, OHA TOJIb-
KO IIyTUT Ja CMeeTcs HaJ TOO0I, CMOTPUT Ha
Tebsd KaK Ha MaJIeHbKOr0O MaJbuHMKa, a Thl U



HeBeCTb UTO AyMaelllb.

ITeTp mMOAHAJICI HA HOTU U BBITAHYJICS BO BECh
POCT meper, ceCTpoi. JIUITO ero BAPYT CHesIaloch
Cepbe3HbIM U Ba>KHBIM.

— Bo— mepBBIX, 9 BOBCE He MaJIeHbKUU
MaJIbUMK, — Pe3K0 BBITOBapHBas Ka’kJoe CJI0BO
HayvaJl OH, — IIOCMOTPH Ha MeHs, KaKOU 51 MaJIb-
quk? IloTOM, ceCTpHIla, IIOTOM, 3Haellb JH...
BeJlb BOT Yy MeHd eCThb HeBeCTa, KHsDKHa Mapus.
OHa crapie JIU3Bl; OHA B THICAYY pas3 ee Xyxe, a
Bce >Xe HeBecTa! Hy, 3TOM HeBeCThI CKOPO He OY-
IleT, MHe Hy>KHa OyzeT apyras, IIOTOMY UTO MHe
HUKaK HeJIb3s 6e3 HeBeCThl — 3TO TOBOPUT U AH-
Iopei IBaHOBUY — y MMIlepaTopa A0JDKHA OBITh
HeBecTa! Tak CKaku MHe caMa, KaKyIo >Ke HeBe-
CTY MOYKHO HaWTH MHe Jyule JIu3el? Begb aTo
elle 10 cMepTH 6abymiku caM AHApeli MiBaHbIY
IpUAyMala, a OH TAaKOM OOOPBIM, YMHBIN, yye-
HBIN — OH IYPHOTIO Ja IJIYIIOro He IIpUAyMaeT.

«AX, AHpel IBaHbIY, AHZIpel IBaHbIY, U THI
cTaJsI Xy>Ke Bpara!» — IiogyMaJia IIpo cebs 1japes-
Ha HaTaspg.

— IMocaymai, — obpaTuiack OHa K 6paty, —
Aunpeii IBaHbBIY yMeH, [ja, HO TOJILKO BeIb U Y
YMHOI'O YyesloBeKa ObIBaeT 3aTeMHEHMe B PacCy/l-



Ke. XOpOIlIo OH IIPHUAYMAJ, & BEIXOJUT BCE JKe CO-
BCceM AypHO. OH HeMell, AHIped BaHBIY, a MBI
PyCCKHe, IIpaBOCIaBHbIe, OH 3a0bLJI, YTO IPEIIIHO
’KeHUTHCS Ha POJHOU TeTKe: BOI He BeJIUT, Iiep-
KOBb He paspelmaer.

— JTO IIycToe! — HaxXMypHUB OpOBH, CKasall
[leTp ¥ cTay B BOJTHEHUU XOJUTH 110 KOMHATe. —
Jto nycroe! Paxu 6s1ara rocyzapcrsa, pagyu HeoT-
JIOKHOM HY>KIBI U BOr, M IIepKOBb paspelaroT.
Bens ¥ HeMIBI He HOJIOIIOKJIOHHUKH JKe, a Y
HUX TaKHe KeHUTHOBI 3a4acTy1o ObIBAIOT.

— HexopoI11o, HeXOpoILIo THI 3TO TOBOPHUIIIB,
OpaTell, HUKAaKOM TYT HY>K/Abl HEOTJIO)KHOM HET,
U HUKAaKOro fobpa M3 3TOro He BhIMeT. Kak Iie-
per bBoroMm roBopro Tebe, BBIOGPOCH 3TO U3 MBIC-
Jley, He fymMay 06 3aTOM, He JOJDKHO 3TOMY CTaTh-
ca!

IleTp MoJi4as HECKOJIBKO MIHOBeHHUI. Hako-
Hell OH 06epHYJICI K CecTpe.

— Bupuine 4yrto, HaTaira, — TBepABIM TOJIO-
COM CKa3aJl OH, — TBI BC€ 3TO TOBOPHIIE, IIOTOMY
4T0 Tebe KaXkeTcst, 6yATO g Jr06J1t0 JIn3y O0JIbIIe,
HesKeJIu Tebs, U 4TO ec/Ii 6 OHa cTajla MOeM JKe-
HOIO, TaK {1 Tebs 3a6bL1 661 coBCceM. Ho panu bora,
Hartamra, He aymad 06 sToM... Eciiu 6 TOJIBKO



MOIJIO CJIYYHUTHCA... (OIIATh ApKasi KpacKa 3aJInia
€ero IIeKH), ecJId 6 OBLJIO 9TO TaK, KaXkKeTCs, CYaCT-
JliBee MeHs He OBLIIO 6Bl Ha BCEM CBeTe UeJIOBe-
Ka — y MeHd OBl ¥ cecTpa Aoporas, U )KeHa ObLIN
Obl... 1 HUKOTa JIM3a He MO>KeT MHe II0MeIllaTh
JIFOOUTH Tebs, Ja U OHa BOBCe He X04eT TOr0, OHa
caMa Te6s Jir06uT. He TOBOpPH AypHOIO IIpo JIKsy;
TBI TaKasg YMHasd, TaKas fo0pasd, 3aueM ke ThI XO-
YeIlp 3JI0K0 CAejIaThCd, HeclipaBeaiuBow? Cama
MeHs YYHUIIb OBITH CIIPpaBeJ/IMBBIM, TaK IIPHMeD
MHe II0Ka>XH. Bo BceM Oyy Tebd CIyIIaThCs, BCe
IJ1d Tebs cpesaro, a JIM3y He TpPOHb, JIM3a caMa
coboro!..

U IleTp, HE’KHO II0IIeJI0BAB CECTPY, BBIIIEN OT
Hee. OIIATh TOPBKO U 6e3Ha[e’KHO 3aIllaKajla Be-
JIMKas KHsOKHa HaTasibs.



\'

HU HPOXOJWUIU 3a THIMH — HMIIEpaTop Bce

BecesqiwIcd. HekomMy ObLIIO CTECHSTH ero: Jia-
JIEKO B cBoeM PaM60Be, JIe>KUT Ha I10CTeJIN 60JIb-
HOM M yMUparIuy AjiekcaHp /laHHWIOBUU.
OfuH 4yeJI0BEeK TOJILKO M OCTAJICS, KOTOPBIM MOT
OBl CTECHUTH Beceslbe, — 3TO AHJpell IBaHOBUY
OctepMmaH. Ho AHpeii IBaHOBUY He CTeCHHET
HMIIlepaTopa; OH T'OBOPUT, UTO IIOCJIE YYEHBS], B
JIETHIOIO IIOPY, OTAOXHYTH HYKHO, II0BECEIUThH-
Cs, JIUIIL OBl 3a6aBBI He MelllayIy JieJly, JIAIIb Obl
He O0YeHBb YK JI0JIT0 OHU IIPOTAHYIUCE. Ciie0Ba-
TeJIbHO, MOXHO BeCeJIUTHCA C YHCTOM COBECTBIO:
Iake AjiekcaHp [JaHMJIOBHY HAKa3bIBAJI CIIY-
maTtbcea OcTepmana. Jpyrue 6JIM3Kue JII0LU HU B
4eM He IlepeyaT umiiepatopy. iBaH /[0JIropyKui
Ka’XIbIUA IeHb IIPUAYMbIBaeT HOBBIE 3a6aBbl: TO
0XOTY YCTPOUT, TO KaTaHbe C MY3BbIKOM U IIeCHS-
MU, TO BO JABOpeL] WX 1107, $OHTaHAMU MalllKa-
pany.

ITecapeBHa EjamsaBeTa — Jyllla 3TOIO Bece-
JIbSI; THU IIPOXOIAT KaK PafOCTHBIA COH U TOJIb-
KO JKaJIKO, UTO CKOPO TaK HUAYT OHH, U UYTO Bpe-
MEHHU yep>KaTh HEeBO3MOXXHO. OHOM CeCcTpHIle



Harame He 1o ce6e — Bce IpyCcTHa OHA, MHOIZA
II0 IIeJIbIM JHAM U3 CBOHX ITOKOEB He BBIXO[MUT,
HO cecTpulia HaTalia He3opoBa; BOT IIOIIPaBUT-
Cs1 — XOpOIIIKe JOKTOpa ee jieuyaT — II0IIPaBUTCSA
Y CHOBA CTaHeT BeceJsas.

Kaxapiii 1eHb e3fdaT roHIpl B PaHOOB U U3
Pan6oBa. CHayasla KHS3I0 BCe OBLIO Xy’Ke, HO
BZPYT II0JIErYaJIo.

— He ymMmper elrie, Iou, 4ai, BBI3[OPOBEET —
4To eMy JiesiaeTcs! — TOJIKYIOT IIPUABOPHEIE.

U, nelCTBUTEJIBbHO, KHA3b BBHI3Z0POBeJL. IleTp
ObLI0 IT0exXas KaK-TO K HeMYy, [ia Ha fjopore B PaH-
60B ero caMoro BCTpeTwa. HecMoTpss Ha Jo6poe
cepAlle, He MOI He II10/10CaJ0BaTh UMIIepaTop, U
eCJIk eMy TsKeJsI0 U HeJIOBKO ObLIIO CMOTpPeTh Ha
ci1aboro ymupaBliero MeHIIIMKOBa, TO Telephb,
Ha 3/I0pOBOTO, OH TIJIS/leJ] IIOJIOKUTEJBHO C
BpakJo10.

«IIyCTh TOJIBKO OIIATH 3a CTapoe IIPUMeTCH,
IyCTh TOJIBKO, — JIyMajl OH, — 1 IIOKaXXy eMy,
YTO CO MHOM TPYJHO TATaThCS!»

Ciy4ai IT0KasaThb 3TO CKOPO IIPeACTaBUIICS.

MeHIIIMKOB e/iBa I1osiBUJICA B IleTeprode, ceil-
4Jac yKe U II0TpeboBaJI 0TYETa BO BCEM, UTO IIPO-
HM30IILJI0 BO BpeMs ero 6osiesHu. OH, 04EBUJHO,



3a0BbLJI UCTOPHUIO C AEBATBHIO ThICAYaMM UEePBOH-
11€B, WJIN PaCcCyAHJI, UYTO He CTOMUT IIPU/IABaTh e
OOJIBIIIOr0 3HAaYeHUs, YTO 3TO TOJIBKO OblIa MHU-
MOJIETHAsI BCIIBIIIIKA M OT Hee HUYero He OCTa-
Jock. OH IpHU3Bal K cebe IJapCKOro KaMepAuHe-
pa ¥ CIIPOCHJI ero, Ky/la UCTPayeHbl TPH THICIUH
py6Jiei, JaHHBIE VIS MeJIKUX Pacxof0B UMIIepa-
Topa. KaMepauHep Haya/ BEICUUTHIBATEH, HO He
IOCUYUTAJICI HECKOJIBbKHUX COTeH U 0O0BABUI, YTO
BBIJTaJI KX UMIIEPATOPY 110 €ro IIpHuKasy.

MeHIIIMKOB pa3bpaHUJ KaMepjuHepa, IIPo-
THaJI eT0 U BejleJl eMy HeMe[JIEHHO YOHpaThCd
us Iletepropa. KamepauHep KHHYJICI K UMIIepa-
TOPY, IIOBAJIMJICI €My B HOTH H YMOJISI 3aCTy-
IHATBCSI 3a Hero mepep KHsas3eM. IIeTp TOJIBKO U
JKeJslajl 4yero-HuOyb IIOZ0OHOI0 ¥ yXBaTUJICA 3a
BO3MOJKHOCTB IIOKas3aTh cebsg MeHIIHWKOBY. OH
IIpU3BaJl ero K cebe U BCTPeTHJI TaK, UTO KHA3b
OIIITH II0OYYBCTBOBAJI BO3BpallleHHe CBOEH JIUXO-
pagku. Bce KOHYHJIOCHE TeM, UTO KaMepAHHep
OBbLT BO3BpAILlEH.

JlHd Yepes iBa OIIATH IIOBTOPHUJIACH IIOA00HAs
CIleHa.

Ilerp 1orpe6oBas y MeHIIMKOBA HATHCOT
YEepPBOHIIEB.



— 3aueM? — CIIpoCHI MeHIIIUKOB.

— Hapmo6Ho! — pe3ko orBeTwI IleTp.

AnexkcaHzp /laHMJIOBUY HUYEro He BO3pasuil
U BeJsles BBIJaTh 4YepBOHIEL IleTp ceiuac xe
cHec UX K IlapeBHe HaTasjibe B II0JapOK.

—BoT kak g ero y4y,— cCkKasajJl OH eW, —
He60Ch, Tellepb OH UX y Te6sI He OTHUMeT!

Ho xakoBO OBLIO HM3yMJIEHHE HMIIepaTopa,
KOIJla yepe3 4yac KaKOM-HUOYJb cecTpa OOBSABU-
Jla eMy, 4To AsiekcaHzp /laHMJI0BUY oTOOpas y
Hee 3T YepPBOHIILL.

— I'me oH, rAe 0H, 3TOT MeHINUKOB? [lomauTe
MHe ero cemyac ke, Iflle OH? — 3albIXasiCb OT
BOJIHEHU ¥ THeBa KpHU4yaJl UMIIepaTop.

MeHIIMKOBa He 6bLI0. OH TOJIBKO YTO yexXall
K cebe B PaHOOB.

ITeTp X0TeJ1 6BbIII0O HEME/JIEHHO 38 HUM eXaTh,
HO II0TOM PacCyJujI MHaJe.

— CJIMIIIKOM MHOIO [JI1 Hero 4ecTH, — CKa-
3as1 oH. — CeHyac 110cjaTh I'OHIIA ¥ BEPHYTH ero!
CkasaTb eMy, UTO i JOJDKEH ero BUJeTh, UT00 OH
BO3BpaTUJICA HEMeJJIEHHO.

MeHIIIUKOB BepHYJICA B CTPAaIlIHOM pasjapa-
JKeHUHU.

— UYTO0 3TO 3HAYMT, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, — CKa-



3aJI OH, BXO/[id K UMIIEpaTOpPy, — YTO Thl MEHS C
IOPOTHU BOpoyYaeIlb? /les1 Ba)KHBIX HUKAKUX HeT,
yesyKasi, 51 peIlliI BCe, a 1 yCTapeJ, YTOObI Thl TaK
IIOMBIKAJI MHOIO.

— He g To60% IIOMBIKAai0, a Thl MHOM IIOMBI-
KaThb X04elllb, — 3aMeTUI eMy IleTp. — TwI Bep-
HO 3a0bLI, UTO S TOBOPUJI Tebe, ThI 3a0bLJI, UTO
obelrfasl MHe HCIIOJIHATH MOM IIpHUKa3aHUd U He
IIepeuyuTh MOUM pacIopsDKeHUsM. S Iofapuil
cecTpe MOel IATLCOT YEepPBOHIIEB, ¥ ThHI OIATH
OCMEJIMJICS OTHSITH HX, YTO >Ke 9T0, HaKOHeIl, Ta-
Koe?

— Ho, BaIire Besin4yecTBO, PacCyLH...

ITeTp mepe6ut ero. OH TOIIHYJI HOTOK U, CKa-
3aB: «i Tebs1 Hayuy, 9 Tebe IMOKa)Ky, 4TO S MMIIe-
paTop U UTO MHe HaZ00HO IIOBUHOBATLCA!», BbI-
I1eJI B3 KOMHATHI.

OH He XO0TeJ BUIeTh MeHIIHNKOBa, He XOTeJs
0 HeM CJIbIaTh. CBET/IeHINNI He 3HAJ, UTO eMY
nesaTh. EMy SICHO ObLIIO, YTO MHOTO HeJaJHOTO
COBEPILMJIOCH BO BpeMs ero 6osiesHU: IleTp 1pu-
y4miIcsa K CB06OJe, K TOMY >Ke M Bparu KHsDKe-
CKUe, 0OUeBUHO, CYMEJI BOOPY>KUTEH €T0 IIPOTUB
OyZyIero TecTs.

«Bemb, YTO HU 4YeJIOBEK, TO Bpar MHe JIIO-



TBIN! — fymMa MeHIINKOB. — YTO Ke 3TO Takoe?
Begb 3Tak OHHU B CaMOM [iejie CIIMXHYT MeHS —
b6ema! 1 He Ha KOTO IIOJIOKUTHLCA... Hamesics s,
yTo OcTepMaH 3a MeHd... Begb BOT IHcall OH, Bce
mycaJl, 4YTO CJIeJUT 3a UMIIEPaTOpPOM, ITHCAJI, YTO
HMIIepaTop pagyeTcd MOeMy BO340POBJIEHUIO, —
MHOTO IIHMCaJ, a, MOXKeT, caMbli 3TOT OcTepMaH
U eCThb JITeHIIWH Bpar Moi! Ha KOro moJo-
KUTBCA? BOT OHO, IIOCJIeIHEeE IIMCHMO €ro... UIllb
KaK pacHIuchiBaeT: ,Bamry BBICOKOKHSIKECKYIO
CBETJIOCTH BCEIIOKOPHEMIIIe IIPOIIY O IIPOAJIeHUH
Balllell BHICOKOM MMJIOCTHM W MoJig bora o 3xpa-
BUU BaiteM mpe6bIBar0 € IIy00UaUIIMM pPecIIeK-
TOM Balllei BeJIMKOKHSDKECKOM CBETJIOCTH BCe-
HIKaumuu ciayra A. Ocrepman”. Xopolu ciyra!
Xopowr apyr! Bor u llerp mpumuceiBaet: U s
pH ceM Barreir CBeTJIOCTH, ¥ CBETJIEHIIICH KHS-
TMHEe U HeBecTe M CBOIYMHE U TeTKe U IIYPHUHY
IOKJIOH OTAaw JwoburtenbHbl I[leTp“. Ho 3To,
HebO0Ch, caM AHped IIPOJUKTOBAJ, UT0O Iiasa
oTBecTH MHe. HeT, Hy>)KHO o6paTthcs 10 Ocrep-
MaHa, IIOCAyIIaTh, YTO-TO OH CKa’KeT, KaK BHI-
BepHeTCcd!»

AjtexcaHap /JlaHUJIOBUY BBIIIE] K3 [ABOPIILA,
CITyCTHJICS C IIPUTOPKa U HAIIPABUJICA K [JOMHUKY,



3aHumaemoMy OcrepMaHOM. bapoH AHJpen
MBaHOBHUY C yTpa He BHEIXOJHUJI U3 CBOEHM KOMHa-
Tel. OH 3HaJI, Kakas BO JBOpIie HJeT 6yps, ero
JKeHa y’Ke /IBa pasa IPHHOCHUJIA €My OTTy[a ca-
MBble CBe)KHe BeCTH. A BO BpeMs Oypb U BOJIHeE-
HUH, OYeHb YaCTO UM CaMHUM IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIX,
Anzpeid IBaHOBHUY BCerja CHUeEN JOMa, OfepiKU-
MBI BCEeBO3MOXKXHBIMHU HenyraMu. OH U Tellepb
cesiaJl BHUJ OOJBLHOIO YesloBeKa: CHSAJI IIapHK,
HagesI MIadpokK, CIyCTHII IITOPY U Aarke II0CTa-
BHJI IIepe]T CBOEI0 IT0CTeJIbI0 CK/ITHKY C KAKHM-TO
JIEKapCTBOM.

Aunpeii IBaHOBUY 3aHHUMAaJI MaJIeHBKOE II0-
MellleHHe — TPHU 6eJHO Me6IMpOBaHHbIe KOMHA-
Thl, © BOBCe He I103a00THJICH, YTOOBI HUX YKpa-
CUTBL. He JITOOMJI OH H3JIMIIIHEH POCKOIIH, /a U
BOOOIIle HUKAKUX TpaT He JIFOOWI; VI Hero Obl-
JIO HEeCPaBHEHHO IIPUATHEE OTJIOKHUTHL JeHEeXKKY
B Oe3oIlacHOe MeCTO Ha YepHBIM JeHb. K Takoi
JKe Oepe’KJIMBOCTH U CKYIIOCTH IPHUYYMJ OH U
CBOIO OapoHeccy, KOTopas Oblla €My BepHBIM
IPyroM, cyMesja OKOHYATe/JIbLHO BOMTH BO BCe
HMHTepecsl ¥ IUIaHbI My>Ka U 6e3 LyIIN ero JIH0OHU-
JIa.

Baponecca Mapda UBaHOoBHa OcTepmaH,



ypoxaeHHass CrTpelllHeBa, Oblla coCBaTaHa AH-
Ipero UBaHoBuuy caMuM IleTpoM Besinkuwm, U B
HeCKOJIbKO JIeT CYaCTJIUBOU CeMeWHOU >KU3HU
KaK-TO Jla’ke I10 BHeIIITHEMY BU/ly COBCEM IIpeBpa-
TIWIaCh B HEMeELKYI0 ¢pay.

Temepb OHa TOJILKO YTO BepHYJach U3 60JIb-
III0TO ABOPIIA U IIelHyJa MYy, UYTO cefiyac TaM
OBLIIO KpPYITHOe O00BSICHEeHHWe y rocygaps ¢ MeH-
IIUKOBBIM, ¥ UTO AJieKCcaHzAp JaHUJIOBUY CIIEIll-
HO HJIeT Telephb K UX JOMUKY.

— Ilogy, oy, MoAu Ha KyxHIo! — OBICTPO 3a-
merntas OcrepmaH. — Kak 6yaTo Te6s U HeTy!

bapoHecca ckpwliach, a AHApeii MBaHOBUY
COCTPOUJI caMyl0 00JIe3HEHHYI0 (HU3NOHOMHUIO,
JIeT Ha I10CTeJsIb, HaJIWJI cebe JleKapCcTBa, 00epHyJI
T0JIOBY MOKPBIM IIOJIOTEHIIEM U IIPUHSJICI THUXO
CTOHATh. Uepes MUHYTY K HeMY BXOAM/I MeHIIIH-
KOB.

— Basigenincg, 6oJieH ONSITL, HebO0Ch, IIO-
Mpelllb K Beuepy? UTO-TO YK JOJITO Thl YMHUpA-
elllb, C TeX II0p Kak Tebsa 3Har. M Bce 0T 60J1e3-
Hel TBOUX JIIOTHIX TOJIBKO paciupaeT Tebs BO
BCe CTOpOHBI! — EfBa ciepXuBasi CBOM THEB, Ha-
yaJyl MeHIITUKOB, e/IBa BOIIIeJL.

— BoJieH, 6oJjieH, Ballla BBICOKOKHSDKecKast



MUJIOCTB! — 0Xasd M Kak ObI He 3aMeuasi MeHIIIH-
KOBCKOTO TOHA, 0TBeTHJI OcTepMaH, UCKYCHO BEI-
pakasi Ha CBOeEM JIHIle HEBBIHOCHUMEIE CTPaJia-
Hug. — Tak rosioBa TPeIUT, YTO ejie IVISDKY Ha
cBeT boskuii. BoT OKHO 3aHaBeCHJI, a BCe IJla3aM
60JILHO.

— A, He60CBh, He O0JILHO IJIa3aM U He CTBIITHO
UM CMOTpeTh Ha CBeT BOo)Xuli, [esasg BCAKUE
HeIloTpeOHbIe ejia? — yoKe He CepPKUBas CBOe-
T'0 THeBa BO3BBICUJI I'0JIOC MEeHIITMKOB.

— Kakue takue mesa? O yeM rOBOPUTH HU3BO-
JINTe, Ballla BBICOKOKHSKecKass MHJIOCTL? OX,
ox! — nmpocToHas OcTepMaH.

— He 3HaeT, He IIOHHMAaeET, CKa>KM Ha MHU-
JIOCTB! AHIpeU, CMOTPHU Y MeHs, He JO0BOAHU [0
II0CJIeTHEeTO, UJIU Thl MeHs He 3Haelllb?

— 0%, ox! /la TOJIKOM CKasbkIBal, Ballla BBICO-
KOKHsDKecKasd MUJIOCTh, el Bory HUUero He IIO-
HHUMaIo.

— Thl MHe 1mHcaa 3TO ITUCHEMO? — BBIHYJI
MEeHIIIMKOB 13 KapMaHa IIaKeT.

— . TyT BOT ¥ IPHUIIKCOYKA eCTh UMIIePATO-
pa.

— To-To mpUIIKCOYKa, MHUCATH-TO THI MacTep!
Bce BpeMd MeHs yCIIOKaUBaJl, YBEPSI, YTO MMIIe-



paTop CIIpalIrBaeT IIPO MEHd, JKaJleeT, JKeslaeT
3[I0pPOBb4. A UTO BBI TYT 6€3 MeHd Hazenaau? Tol,
g 4aro, Bce THU TypyaJsl eMy Ha MeHs!

— Bboxe MeHd coxpaHU U usbaBU! — BAPYT
IIO/{HSJI TOJIOBY C MOAYIIKK OCTepMaH, B HEKOTO-
POM H3yMJIEHHH IJIAId Ha MeHIIHKoBa. — YTO-
OBl s1 MOT... Zla 3a4eM, CKa>KH Ha MHJIOCTh? U OT-
KyZa y Tebs1 Takye MBICJIM O0epyTcs, Ballla BBICO-
KOKHsDKeCKasi MWIOCTh? I'pex Tebe! I, riiaBHOe,
OZJHOT'O CO0OpasUTh He MOI'Y, HEY)KTO K BBl MeHs
3a MaJIoro pebeHKa WM 3a Jypaka IIo4YuTaeTe?
Eciii MoeMy CepleYHOMY PAaCIIOJIOKEHHI0 H pe-
CIIEKTy K cebe He BepuTe, TaK IIOZyMasd OBI O
TOM, 4TO caM s cebe He Bpar. KeMm >xe g U Jep-
’KyChb, KaK He BaMH, Ballla MHJIOCTL?! Hy, He IIpH-
Beau bor, 4ToO ¢ BaMH, TaK Belb KyZJa g JeHyCh?
CoTpyT MeHs, 3a OLHO TO COTPYT, YTO g C BAMHU B
JIaflax OBLI, HUKOIZIa He IIPOoCTAT 3Toro! Tak Beib
s1 BCeé 0UeHb 3TO XOPOIII0 IIOHUMAaI0, KaK ’Ke MOTYy
4TO-HUOY[b AypHOe IIpO Bac 3aMbICIUTH! OX,
0X... HIIIIb TOJIOBA IIPOKJIATAsA!

MeHIITHKOB MOJIYaJjI B HePeIIUTeJIbHOCTH.

«HeJrerkas ero sHaeT, — JiyMaJl OH, — XUTPBIA
HeMerr! Wiau TyT B3alpaBhy Lpyrve PyKH [ei-
CTBOBAJIH?!»



Tak, B HEPEIIUTEeJIbHOCTH U C TsOKEJIBIM YyB-
CTBOM, U BBIIIIeJI KHA3b OT AHIpess MBaHOBHYA.

ITo ero yxofie B KOMHaTy IIpOKpajach 6apo-
Hecca.

— Hy uro >k, AHfpel IBaHBIY, HUYETO, 3aCTa-
BHJI 3aMOJIYATh ero! f Bce y IBEpH CIIBIIIAJIA.

— /la KaK ’Ke ¢ HAM HHayve? — IIPOTrOBOPHII
OcTepMaH, CHEMas C TOJIOBBI CBOIO IIOBSISKY. — A
TBI BOT YTO, MEMH repIixeH, 060K HEMHOTO, /ia
CXOZIY OIIATH BO JBOPEIIl, Y3Hai, KOI7la OH yeJeT,
TOTZa IIPHUIH U CKa’>KA MHe: Tellepb TyJa HaJo —
C Beuepa BeJlb TaM He OBLIL.

Aunpeit IBaHOBUY [0CTaJ MaJleHbKOe CKJIA[-
HOe 3epKaJsIblle U IIPUTOTOBUJI cebe IapHK; Jie-
KapCTBO CHOBA BBUIMJI B CTK/ISHKY KM CHJEJL, J0-
JKHJasiCh BO3BpallleHUs >KeHbl. Ero rjasa Beceyo
CMOTpeJIH, TOJIOBHOM 60/ KaK He OBIBAJIO.



Vi

2 6 aBrycra B IleTeprode 6511 60IBIION IIPa3/I-
HUK — UMEHUHBI BeJINKON KHSDKHBI HaTa-
gpu. K aToMy JHIO Cclofia coOGpasiich Jake Bce
IIPUABOPHBIE ¥ CAHOBHUKH, OCTaBaBIlIMecs B Ile-
TepOypre. IIpUTOTOBJIAIUCHL pasHble IIpasHe-
cTBa. Eme 3a Tpu fHA Bce youpasoch, IapK pac-
yuinasacs; y MoHIUIe3upa TOTOBUJICA 6OJIBIION
¢eitepBepk. Ellle HakaHyHe BeudyepoM KHI3b
Astexcanzp [laHMIOBUY IIPUOBLI U3 OpaHHeH6a-
yMa CO BCeM CBOMM ceMeMCTBOM. IleTp xoTes
0COOEHHO BeceJIo OTIIPa3fHOBATh JieHb UMeHUH
CeCTpPhI U TOJILKO OJHO ero CMyIjaJio — OHa Ca-
Ma. 3[0pOBLe BeJUKON KHSDKHBI OYeHBb ILIOXO
IIOIIPaBJIAJIOCh; HECMOTPS Ha XOPOIIHU BO3AYX,
IIPOTYJIKM U JieKapCTBa, OHa BCe ObLIa OYeHb
6sieHa, 3ayMUnBa, I10 BpeMeHaM Kalusia. Ko-
rga OcTepMaH CIIpallvBaj €e O 3J0POBBHU, OHA
IevaJIbHO KavaJsia r0JI0BOX0 ¥ TOBOPUJIA eMY:

— AX, Aupipeii IBaHBIY, KaK >Ke MHe TYT IIO-
IIPaBUTHCH, KOITIa Cep/ille He HA MecTe. Pa3Be BEI
He BHIUTE, UTO KPYroM Hac JesaeTcd? bparer
110 — IIpe’KHEMY JIaCKOB CO MHOIO, HO BCe Ke HU
MOH COBeTHl, HA Ballld Ha HEro He JeUCTBYIOT.



BoT oH Temeps cApykuiacad ¢ MBaHoM Jl0JIropy-
KHM, BCe Ha 0X0Te C HUM /Ia C I1eCapeBHOM...

OcTepMaH He HaXOJHWJI CJIOB, YTOOBI OTBEYaTh
et Ha 3T10. OH, KOHEYHO, He Xy)Ke ee BCe BHUeJ U
IIOHMMAJI, HO CUHUTaI HEBO3MOKHEIM Pe3KO BMe-
IMUBaTbLCI B JleJla HMIIEpaTopa M OTCTPaHUTh
JMosropykux. Ternepb ofHa ObliIa IeJib y 6apoHa
Anjnpes MBaHOBHYA — YHUUTOXKUTH MEHIITHKO-
Ba, U OH IIPSIMO IIIeJI K 3TOH Ilesid, 3a0bIBas Bce
oCTaJIbHOeE.

PaHo yTpoM TOpsKecTBeHHOro nHsa IleTp
IIPOCHYJICS U ellle B II0CTeJIN BeJleJI I103BaTh K Ce-
6e HOBOTrO JIHOOMMIIA, KHA3S MBaHa /lOJITOPYKO-
ro. Tor He 3acTaBHJI cebA KAaTh. ITO OBLI elle
O4YeHb MOJIO/IOM YeJIOBEK, JIeT IBaAllaTH [BYX, C
HeIlIpaBUJIbHBLIM, HO [0BOJIBHO IIPUATHBIM JIU-
IIOM ¥ OTKPBITBIMH BecCeJIbIMH IJlasaMU. Bcerza
¢paHTOBATHIA U Jja’ke POCKOLIHO OJeThIM, YMeB-
IIUM, KOI/la Ha/lo, Jep>KaTh cebs B BBICIIEH CTe-
IIeHU IIPUJIMYHO U C TaKTOM, KOTZa Hazo, COBEp-
IIIEHHO PacIyCKaThCs, IIOHABIINM XapaKTep HM-
IepaTopa M B KOPOTKOe BpeMs BOIIEJIIHI eMy
B [JyIlly, OH, eCTeCTBEHHO, J0/DKeH ObLI UIpaTh
60Jib1TyI0 poJIb IIpU [leTpe. OH GBI HEUCTOIIUM
B IIPUYMBIBAaHUM BCEBO3MOJKHBIX pa3BjIedYeHUN



U YIOBOJILCTBUM, 3HAJ, KaK HaJ0 TOBOPUTHL C
IOHBIM HMIIEpaTOPOM, KOO XBaJIMTh, KOIO Opa-
HUTDb, a, IJIaBHOe, IOAJaKHUBaTb U IIOTBOPCTBO-
BaThb BCeM KallpHh3aM U >KeJaHUSIM CBOEr0 HOBO-
ro papyra. IleTpy o4yeHb HPaBHUJIOCH, UTO B3POC-
JIBIFI MOJIOZIOM YeJIOBeK pasjeJideT Bce ero 3aba-
BBI, OH CaM IIpH 3TOM 3a6bIBaJl CBOU IO/IbI U CUHU-
TaJI ce6s1 TaKUM >Ke B3POCJIBIM MOJIOABIM YeJIoBe-
KoM. [leTp pasBujicad HEOOBIKHOBEHHO OBICTPO H,
HeMCTBUTE/JIbHO, HUKAK Hesb3s OBIIO IIPUHATH
ero 3a JBeHaAllaTHJIeTHero MaJb4yuKa. CIiocoo-
HBIM W YMHBIN OT IIPHPOJBI, OJapeHHBIN Kperl-
KHUM OPTraHU3MOM, OH TOPOIIHUJICA KUTh U KaK-TO
BPYT IIPOBEJI 4YepTy, 3a KOTOPOI OCTaJIoCh €ro
IeTCTBO U IIPeKHUM BHYTPEHHUIN MUpP ero. Ko-
HEYHO, OH ellle II10 — JeTCKHX OTHOCHUJICA K 3aba-
BaM, HO BeJib ero 3abaBbl ObLIU 3a6aBaMU B3POC-
JIBIX Jirofiet! OH JIF06MJI 0XOTY, CKaUKH U BCSIKHE
TMMHacTUYeCcKHUe ylipakHeHud. Ilof BIHAHHEM
Jl0JITOPYKOr0 OH COBCEM HHaue, 4YeM HeCKOJIBKO
MecdAlleB TOMYy Hasafl, CTajJl CMOTPeTh Ha XOpo-
LIEHBKUX JKeHIUH. Temepp y>kKe OH CKasasl caM
cebe, 4TO B/IIOOJIEH B IIpUHIleccy EnnsaseTty, u
4acTo II0BepsyI 06 3TOM JII0OBHU APYTY J0JITOPYKO-
My. Ho 3To He MeIltasio eMy 3amMedaThb U JpyTHUe



XOpOILIeHbKHUeE JIIa; eMy HpPaBUIOCh, KOI/ia MO-
JIOJble JeBYIIKHU C IIOYTUTeJbHBIM KOKEeTCTBOM
OTHOCUJIUCh K HEMY; eMy HpPaBWIOCH CJIYyIIaTh
pacckasbl /IoJITOPYKOTO O BCEBO3MOJKHBIX JIHO-
OOBHBIX ITOXO0XKIEHUSIX, U He OBLJIO HUKOTrO0, KTO
ObI 6J1arOpa3syMHBIMM PacCy’KAeHUIMHU U COBETa-
MU B JIpyI'yI0O CTOPOHY HaIpaBJIsLI €r0 MBIC/IH.
OcTepMaH 3HaJI, YTO pPas3bIrPhIBATh Tellephb POJIb
BOCIIUTAaTeJIsl, 3HAUUT, IIOTYOUTH cebs1, ¥ 6Jiaro-
PasyMHO OTCTpaHsJICA, CTapasiCh TOJIbLKO Ka3aThb-
Cs BOCIIUTaHHUKY CBOEMY J0OpPBIM, JIAaCKOBBIM,
BCer/la CHUCXOQUTEeIbHBIM YeI0BEKOM.

Boiig B caJIbHIO MMIIepaTopa, KHA3bL MBaH
OecliepeMOHHO ceJl y caMoM rocTesn IleTpa.

— 3aueM 1103BaJI MeHs, TOCYJapb? — CIIPOCHUIL
OH.

— A BOT 3aueM: pacCKaXy MHe, YTO ThI IIPU-
IyMaJsl HacueT BeuepHero Mackapaza, Kakue Ko-
CTIOMBI? JIOJITOPYKUU OKUBUJICSL.

— /la HUYero HOBOTO He IpuayMaJ. ITo — Mo-
eMy, XOpOIII0 TaK, KaK BUepa Mbl pelIiIn. Tol,
rocyziapb, OJleHelllbCs ATIOJIJIOHOM, 1 — Mapcowm;
IlecapeBHa ellle He pellunia, Kak el 0JeThCs...

— ITocToH, 11Oroay; Hy, a CecTpa, TOBOPUJI Thl
c Hero? CoryiacHa OHa ObITb MUHEPBOM?



— Besinkagd KHSKHA OTBeTHWJIa MHE, YTO €CJIA
Ha TO TBOS BOJIA, TaK OHA IIEPEYUTH He CTaHeT.

— KoHeuHO, KOHeYHO, ObITH el MHHepBO.
OHa Kak ecTb MuHepBa, Mogd Muiasgd MuHepsal..
Hy, a MeHIIIMKOBEI KaK OyAyT O/leThI?

— IIpo TO 1 He 3Har. OT MeHd Telepb, I'OCY-
Iapb, OTBEPTHIBAThLCI CTAIU. Buepa efBa cioBa
Io6miIca 0T AslekcaHpa laHubI4a.

— Huuero, HUUero, Iryckau cebe, TeM JI1 HUX
XyKe, — CaMOYBEpPeHHO IIPOTOBOPMJI UMIIepa-
TOP.

Kynma meBasicd ero Ipe)XHHM CTpax U IIOUTe-
HUe K [laHuiabrvy. I1o coBeTy CeCcTpHUIIbl OH JaBHO
cKasaj cebe, UTO «eCTb BOJII», U OHA, JAEUCTBU-
TeJIbHO, OKa3aJjlach: MUHepBa, KaK U BCerza, Obl-
Jia 1paBa. [leTp HeTepIIeJMBO LOXKHUAAJICI TOTO
IHd, KOTZa COBCEM OT/esiaeTcd OT MeHIIIMKOBa, U
pelI, 4yTo geHb 3TOT CKOpPO HacTaHeT. IBaH
JlOJITOpPyKMi, YacTo OecellOBABIIMH C HHUM O
MeHIITUKOBEIX, KaKAbIU pa3 6oJiee U Oojiee ero
II0/i3aZj0pKuBaJl. Y HUX ellle U Buepa OBLIO pellle-
HO BO BpeMsd IIpasfHUKA A0CaXNATh JaHUILIUY
U ero IoUepH.

— JIF060IBITHO, — € YJABIOKOM  3aMeTHJI
[TeTp, — IF0OOIIBITHO, KaK OyZeT o/leTa MOs HeBe-



cra? To-To Xopoua, yay, 6yzet! 5 mymaro, TaKou
OOrMHU HUKOIZA U He ObIBaJIO; HA Hee IpeBHUE
He cTaJIx 6B MOJIUTHCA...

JIOJITOPYKUM TOKe OLOOPUTeJbHO YJIbIOAJIC,
HO He HacTauWBaJ Ha IIPOLOJ/DKeHUU 3TOT0 Pasro-
BOpa.

«Temeps He HY)KHO pasgpakaThb HMIIEPATO-
pa, — ZyMaJl OH, — fiejla U TaK XOpOIIH, MeHIIIH-
KOB OCTaHEeTCS I0BOJIEH CETOMHAITHUM JTHEM».

W MeHIIIMKOB 0CTaJICA LOBOJIEH.

Hu yTpoM, HH 3a CTOJIOM UMIIepaTop He o6pa-
I1aJI Ha Hero HUKaKoro BHUMaHUSA. TOJIBKO UTO
AjtekcaHap /laHMJIOBUY HAaYMHaJl TOBOPHUTH C
HUM, Kak [leTp mmoBopauuBajcd K HEMY CIIMHOIO,
He OTBeyasl Ha ero BOIIPOCHI U Jiejiaj BUJ, KaK
OYZTO COBCEM U HET ero 3/1eCh.

— CMoOTpHUTe, — Ha BCH KOMHATy CKasajl OH
TounBbIHY, — pasBe g He HauWHAal BPasyMJIAThb
ero?

9T cioBa o6JieTes BCeX IIPUCYTCTBOBAB-
IIIUX U JOCTUIJIU JI0 yXa CBeTJIeHIIero KHA34. Bbl-
Jla MUHYTa, KOI7a pasfapakeHHBIN U J0BeeH-
HBIU [0 0TYasIHUSI MEHIIIUKOB IIPOCTO XOTeJI 3a-
OpaTh cBOMX U yexaTh U3 [leTeproga. Ho oH ony-
maJics. OH HOHSI, UTO 3TUM HHUYETr0 He BO3bMeT,



U XMYpbIF OpOAWUJI II0 ABOPILLY, BHUAM, YTO JeJa,
IeMCTBUTEJLHO, IIJIOXM M 4TO 6efla BUCUT Ha[
ero rosioBorw. Temepb OH IOTOB ObLI Ha BCAKHUE
YCTYIIKY, HA YTO YTOJHO, JIUIIL OBl MMIIepaTop
oOpaTuy1 Ha Hero BHUMaHUe, JIUIIb Obl II0Japul
ero JIaCKOBOM YJIBIOKOM; HO IleTp yIIOpPHO IIpO-
NoJ/DKal He 3aMedaThb ero. BceMoryimuil IpaBU-
TeJIb TOCYZapCTBa, ellle TaK HeZJaBHO CYUTABIIINN
cebs HaBepXy 3eMHOI'0 BeJIMYHUd, Jake CO CTOPO-
HBI Tellepb HayMWHaJI Ka3aThbCAd JKaJIKHUM: B HeM
KJIOKOTaJIU U 3J106a, U TOPJLOCTb, U OCKOpOJIEH-
HOe caMoJIrobue, U CTpaX — HeBOJILHBINA ¥ MY4YU-
TeJBbHBIN. JTOT YeJ0BeK yMeJs JagUTh C Beiu-
KuM IleTpoMm, yMes obpalaTh B caMble CTpalll-
Hble MUHYTBI TPO3HBIHN I'HEB I1apsi B MUJIOCTD JIFO-
Os111ero fpyra, a BOT Tellephb ABeHaAllaTUIeTHUMI
MaJIbYUK 0Ka3aJICs eMy He I10 cuaaMm!

«/la HeT, 3TOro OBITH He MOJKET, BCE 3TO IIPOM-
IieT, TOJIbKO Tyda HaJjleTesla, — YCIIOKauBaJl cebs
MeHIIIUKOB, — pasBe B CWJIaX OHU pPastaBUTh
meHd! HeT, 3T0 HEBO3MOKHO!» — OH CHOBAa IoOp-
0 IIOJHHUMAaJ CBOI0 TOJIOBY M IIpPe3pPUTEIbHO
OTJIAABIBAJICA Ha OKPY)KaIOIUX. B3raansl MHO-
TUX OIIYCKaIUCh Ilepe] HUM: BCeM OBLJIO KAK-TO
HeJIOBKO CMOTpPeTh Ha Hero, Bce IIOHUMAaJU ero



II0JIOXKeHMe JIy4Ille, yeM IIOHKMaJI OH CaM.

Ha 6emHol KHAruHe /lapbe MUXalIOBHE JIU-
I1a COBCEM He ObLIO0; IJapcKasi HeBeCTa, OKPY>KeH-
Hasd IIPUABOPHBIMHU JKeHINWMHAMY, ObLIa, II0
OOBIKHOBEHUIO CBOEMY, KO BCEMY pPaBHOZYIIIHA.
Muafiiasg cecTpa ee oKasajach 4eM-TO HeOOBIK-
HOBEHHO pacCTPOEHHOM, HO ee Tope OBLIO APYTo-
ro pozga. OHa 1oBefiajia ero CBOeMy JAPYTIY BeJIU-
KOM KHsDKHe HaTasbe: ee O6pak C IIPUHIEM AH-
rajpT — /leccayCKUM pacCTPOUIIC.

AHnpert BaHoBUY OCTepMaH BCSYECKHA U30e-
rajJl BCTpeuaThbCsa C CBET/IEHINNM KHA3EM, a IIpHU
BCTpedYax CTPOMJI CaMyI0 YMWIJIBLHYI0 U IIedab-
Hyo0 ¢usmoHOMHUI0. Ho Temeph OH y»Ke He MOT
06MaHyTb MEHIIIUKOBA: TOT HEOIIPOBEPKHUMO
peurni, 4yTo Bcd Oefa, IJIaBHBIM 06pasoM, OT
OcTtepMmaHa.

— UYTo Xe 3TO, HAKOHeIl, — CKa3aJ OH AH-
Ipero MIBaHOBUUY, — pasBe 3TO BO3MO’KHO, UTO
HMIIepaToOp HU pasy He IIOJOIIes] K MOeH [oye-
pHu, WK OHa eMy He HeBecTra? Uero THI CMOT-
PHILIb, BOCIIUTATEb?

— Ero BesinyecTBO TAaK 3aHAT IPUTOTOBJIEHU-
sIMH K BeuepHeMy IIpasgHUKY, TaK paccessH Cero-
IHd... Ho g ceifyac »Xe 00Ky eMy O JIETKOMBIC-



JIEHHOM €ro IIOBEJeHHH; Ballla BBICOKOKHSIKE-
CKasi MHJIOCTb, MOJKeIllb OBITH CIIOKOMHBIM, Ja
BeJlb U IOCYZaphb-TO II0YTH pebeHOK ellle, MOXKHO
JIX C HEeTO TaK B3BICKUBATH!..

MeHIIIMKOB HUYero He OoTBeTHJI, a OcTepMaH
IOIOIIIeJ IIPIMO K MMIIepaTopy U Ilepegasl eMy
JKay06y KHA34. OH, JeMCTBUTEBHO, CKasaJsl, YTo
[TeTp He OJDKeH IIpeHeb6peraTh CBOMMMU 00s3aH-
HOCTSIMH OTHOCHUTEJIbHO HeBEeCTHI, HO CKa3aJl 3TO
TaKHM TOHOM, YTO HHMCKOJIBKO He pacCepauI
ITeTpa.

— Aunperi VMBaHBIY, — OTBETHJ HMIIEpa-
TOP, — IIOAY U CKaKH OT MeHs1 MeHIITUKOBY BOT
UTO: CKa’kH, pasBe He JOBOJIBHO, YTO s JIFOJII0 ee
B cepjlle, JIaCKHM H3JIMIIHK, a YTO KacaeTcd [0
CBaLOBI, TO Belb MeHIIINKOB 3HAET, YTO 5 He Ha-
MepeH >KeHUTHLCS paHee ABajlaTH IATH JieT. [1o-
I U ceryac sKe Iepejamn eMy C10Ba MOH.

OcTtepMaH HeMeJJIeHHO HMCIIOJHMJI IIPHKAa3
UMIlepaTopa. MeHIIINKOB I103eJIeHeI OT 3JI00HIL.

BeuepoM, BO BpeMsa MackKapaza, Lapckas
HeBecTa SBHJAaChb B KOCTIoMe MHHEPBEL. JTO
y>KacHO pasfapaskuio IleTpa, Tak KakK K BeJIMKasg
KHsDKHa HaTtasibd ObLiIa TOYHO TaK Ke OJ[eTa.

— CMOTpH, — TPOMKO cKasaJ IleTp, obpaia-



gaCh K JloJITOpyKOMY, — y Hac ABe MUHepPBEI, HO
TOJIBKO OJfHa U3 HUX QasblInBas!

Haxoner IleTp cyes cBoero 006543aHHOCTBHIO
IPUIJIACUTL Ha OAWH TaHeIl KHDKHY Mapuro
Astekca”HapoBHY. OHa He cfesajia eMy HUKAKOIo
3aMeyYaHusd, HUKaKOoIo yIpeKa M YIIOPHO MOJIYa-
J1a, I0’KUZAsICh, YTOO OH 3arOBOPUJI C HEM.

— 3aueM BBI TaK OJeJIMCH? — CIIPOCHJI UMIIe-
paTop. — Pa3Be BEI He 3HAJIM, YTO y HAC eIlle 3a-
paHee GBLIO pellleHO MOeM cecTpe 6BITH MUHep-
BOM?

— He 3Hasa, rocygapp, — IIPpOCTO OTBeTHJIA
KHSDKHA.

— HampacHo. My BBI IyMajiyd, 4TO K BaM
9TOT Hapsy, 6osblile 1oMeT? MoKeT GBITh, BaM
KTO-HUOYIb U CKasaJl 3T0?

— HHUKTO HUYero MHe He TOBOPHJI, © MHE pe-
IIUTEJBHO BCE PAaBHO, YTO HAET KO MHE U YTO
HeT, — TUXO IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA.

— IJTO HeXOpoIlo, — 3acMesyicd HMIIepa-
TOpP, — BeJb BHI €llle B CTAPYXH He 3allHCaJIHCh.
BaM Hazo OBITH IIPEKPaCHOM, XOTh Jja’ke Hallepe-
kop CosxaTtesro!

Botr o uero pomresn Ilerp. /ladke KHSDKHA,
HeCMOTps Ha BCe CBOe paBHOAYIIINe, I100JIelHeIa



U ef[Ba He pacIulaKajach.

— 3aueM BBl MeHH KoJieTe, rocyzaps? Eciau g
BaM He HPAaBJIIOCh, OCTaBbTe MEHs, HO 51 HUYeM
He 3aCy’KujIa Balllkix HacMeIleK!

IleTp B3IJIAHYJI Ha Hee: Ilepell HUM OBLIO
IJIMHHOE, IIPOTUBHOE eMy JIMII0, HO Teleph Ha
9TOM JIMIle M300pasuIoCh YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHO-
I0 JOCTOMHCTBA, Ha IJjIa3ax OjiecTesd CJe3bl. Y
IOHOTO UMIlepaTopa ObLIO 00poe, CIaBHOE Cepj-
Ile, TOJBKO Y’K OUeHb ero pasfparkajia, BO30yiK-
JlaJla HEHaBHUCTb KO BCEMY 3TOMY CEMEeMCTBY.

EMy BIpYT >KaJIKO CTaJI0 KHSDKHY, U OH C OT-
KPOBEHHOM, CMYII[eHHOM U JIACKOBOX MHHOM II0-
IIPOCHJI Y Hee IIPOIIeHbs.

— 51 He X0Tes1 06UZETH BaC, IIPOCTUTE, — IIPO-
LIIeIITaIx ero ryosl.

KHSDKHA TOJIBKO II0XKaJla IIeYaMHy, U [0 KOH-
I1a OHH He CKasaJIH Apyr APYyTry HU CJI0Ba.

— YT0 TOBOPUJI C TOOOM MMIIepaToOp? — CIIPO-
cuia y pouepHu /Jlappsa MuxaijoBHa, KaK TOJIBKO
9TO 0Ka3aJIoCh YA0OHBIM.

— OH HasBaJI MeHs ypOJOM, MaTyIIIKa, — OT-
BeTHJIa KHsDKHA.

—T'ocriogy, fa Beib 3TO He MOJKET OBITH; 3a-
yeM ThI MeHd IIyraellb?



— Hy, He TakuMH CJI0BaMH, a CKa3asl 3TO Ca-
Moe. beiHast KHATUHS [IOHYPHUJIa TOJI0BY U YIILIa
U3 MoHILUIesupa B IJIy0b IIapKa; OHa He MoOIJa
0oJIbIlle BJIafleThb C000r. OHaA BCe IIOHSIA, BCE
yrajganaa U Aji Hee He 0CTaBaJIOCh HUKAKOM Ha-
nexnael. OHa 3aMeTHIIa Jaske, UTO He Tak yrKe 3a-
HCKHUBAIOT Iepe] Her. IIpuitesr BceMy KOHeI| U
HUuero OoJibIlle He IIOIpPaBUIlb.. U Tiy6GKe B
mapk cremuia /lappsa MuxaisioBHa. OHa HaThI-
KaJlach Ha KYCTHI, He 3aMeyvaJia, KaK 3aljeIlIgeT-
C U PBETCA O CyXHe BeTKU KPY>KeBO ee ILIaThd;
He 3aMeuasia BeUuepHEM CBHIPOCTH, POCHl, MOUYUB-
ey e HOru. KpymHeble cj1e3nl TEKJIH II0 IleKaM
ee, CMbIBasg 6esa U pyMsHa. «UTO Telleph Jie-
JIaTh, UTO JieJIaTh?» — IIIeIITala OHa U pelniach
Ha II0CJIe[lHee CpeCTBO; 0OpaTUTHCA K BeJIMKOHN
kHsokHe Hartasbe. OHa ckopo Hanwia ee. Iapes-
Ha To>Ke 6erkajla OT IIyMa U KCKajla yeLUHEeHU.
U1 1o0Hoe, 6e3BpeMeHHO OTIiBeTarolllee JUIl0 Ha-
TaJbU AJIEKCeeBHEI, U CTapoe, OTIIBeTIIIee JIUII0
KHATMHU OBUIM OJUHAKOBO IIedyaJbHBI U pac-
CTPOEHBI, U IIPUYMHA 3TOr0 pPacCTPOMCTBa ObLIA
OJlHa U Ta ’Ke — IOHBIX UMIIepaTop.

— Barre BrICOUeCTBO, royyoOyIiika Mosi, HaTa-
IlIeHbKa, I103BOJIb CKa3aTh Tebe CJI0BO, — IIPOIO-



BOpHJIA B BOJTHEHUH /lapbs MUXanJIOBHA.

— T'oBopH, KHATHUHAI, TYT HUKTO HAc He CJIbI-
IIIUT.

Besmmkasa KHsDKHA IIOAHSJIa Ha Hee IJlasa U
IIOUTH He y3HaJjIa KHATUHH.

— Jlapbsi MuxaijioBHa, 4TO ¢ To601? Ha Tebe
JIA1a HeT!

KugaruHa He BeIfiepyKajia v 3aliakasa.

— Martyiika, 3o0yi0Tasg MOsI, XOTb TBI 3acCTy-
nuck 3a Hac! Koimu AsekcaHzp /laHUIBIY B UyeM
BUHOBAT, — TaK Mbl HeIOBHHHEBI! CepaeuHo
JIXO0JII0 1 BaC BCeX U IIOYMUTAI0, 3@ YTO JKe ero Be-
JIMYeCTBO TaK HEMUJIOCTHUB, 3a YTO 0OM>KaeT OH
MOIO [OYKY? 3aCTyIIHUCh, [JapeBHa, 3aMOJIBH JIAC-
KoBoe cJIoBO. He jiroba MallleHbKa ero Besidye-
CTBY, TaK U He Hazo. Bce ellle IIOIIpaBUTHL MOXK-
HO — He 00BeHYaHBbl, a 3a U4TO Ke 0OUJFHI, 3a UTO
1orubesn?!

Besnvkas KHsDKHA B3sila /lapbio MUXalIoOBHY
34 PyKHY ¥ I'PYCTHO Ha Hee IJIgzesia.

— JX, KHATUHA, VK U He 3HAI0, MOIY JIH IIO-
MOYb g 3TOMY. 1 MHe, IT0KaIyH, He JIydllle TBOe-
ro — He OOJIBHO Befb CylllaeT MeHs 6parell, y
BCeX y Hac MHOTO rops! A HacyeT KHKHBI Ma-
pHUHU g CKaky Tebe: U Hesb3sl BUHUTH OpaTrja —



HaCUJIbHO MUJI He Oy/elllb.

Tak ¥ He [JoXKAasach HUYero GefHas KHATH-
H; TIOCJIeJHSASI HaZle)KZla ee PYIIHIach, HUKTO 3a
HUX He 3aCTyIUTCSL.

«YTO0 X 3TO /laHWJIBIY, BUHO, HE YKaJIKO eMY
TOJIOBBI CBOEH, HEY)KTO He BUJUT OH, YTO Tellephb
caMOMy CKOpeH OT BCero HY)KHO OTCTYIIHThCH,
TOJIbKO 3TUM U CIlaceT U ce6s U BcexX Hac. I'ocrio-
IV, IIOMUJIYH, He IIOIYCTH! — 3aKpeCTUIach KH-
ruHg. — He 3Ha1, Ha 4eM U 0CTaHOBUTBCS, — 0X
TSDKKO, KaK U JI0 yTpa J0KUBY, He 3HAIO».

Vil

TPIOMBIM U 3JI00HBIM BBhexaJ MeHIIHMKOB B
VCBoﬁ Pan6oB. Huuero ¥ HUKOIro He 3aMeuasi,
IIPOIllesI OH Uepe3 aHQUIIAy allapTaMeHTOB POC-
KOIITHOTO CBOETO JBOPIia U 3arepcs y cebd B pa-
O6oueli KOMHATe, ¥ K CTOJIY Jla>ke He BhIIIesl. KHg-
TWHS BO YTO OBl TO HU CTAJIO Pellnach IIepero-
BOPUTH C HUM H, €CJIM BO3MOJKHO, JOOUTHCI OT
HEero KakKoro-HuoOyb 6J1aropasyMHOTO pellleHMs.
TOJIBKO THEBEH y)X OYeHb HbIHUYe, KaK U II0ZCTY-
IIUTHECI K HEMY, He 3HaeT oHa! BOT TUXOHBKO II0-
rouuta /lapbsa MuxaiisioBHaA K 3alIepTOM ero [Be-
py, mmpuciaymansack. TsOKeJbIMU IIaraMyd XOIUT



OH I10 KOMHaTe. OHa CTyKHYJIA.

— K10 TamM? — paszgasicss Mpa4yHBbIi ero roJjoc.

— S, laHWIBIY, ITYyCTU MEeHs, OUeHb HY>KHO.

— Einte uto Tam?

Ho oH Bce ke oTIIep ABepkb.

— baTwmka, /laHWIbIY, TOJYyOUUK, YTO JKe
9TO Takoe? Ha KakoM KOHeI[ BCe 3TO? — 3aJIH-
Jack Japbsa MuxaijioBHa TOPbKUMHU CJIe3aMU.

— He xHBIUB, 1 6€3 Tebs1 TOIIHO, — OTBeYaJl
MeH1ukoB. — Hy, yero Te6e? C yeM IpuIiLia?

— He ceppuce TBI Ha MeHd, [JaHUJIBIY, JIyYllle
IIOTOBOPHM, UTO HaM JeJjaTh, II0yMaeM BMecCTe.
bema HeMuHyYas HaJ HaMH — caM, 4ali, IIOHU-
Maenb! Ha MeHd HBIHYE BO [ABOpIle HHUKTO H
BHUMaHUS He 00paTui, a MallleHbKYy TakK TOCY-
Iaph, IIPsIMO UTO, II0UUTaH, HasBaJj ypomoM!..

— A, 4 ellfe He 3HaJI 9TOT0, — 3aCKpe’KeTaJl 3y-
6aMu MeHIIUKOB, — Tak BOT Kak! BoT /1o 4ero
mouwtu! Hy, HeT, Bce IlepeBepHYThH HY)KHO, He
6rp1BaTh 3TOMYy! HHMUero oHU co MHOU He II0feJIa-
IoT!

V KHATHHU U PYKH OIyCTH/IHUCHL. OHA BCce JKe
IyMaja, 4TO CMUPUTCA Tellepb ee JlaHUJIBIY,
IIOMIMeT CBOe Oeccuiive, a OH BCe ellle 3aHOCUTCH,
BCe ellje CUUTaeT cebs1 IIPesKHUM YeJIOBEKOM.



— TpyAHo, TPYAHO Teleph CIpaBUThHCA! XHUT-
PBI Bparu HAaIlH, ¥ BOT YTO 5 X0TeJIa CKas3aThb Te-
Oe, /laHUIBIY, TOJIyOUMK MOM, IIogymMal O Hac
BceX. TOJILKO OZHO Telephb OCTAeTCsa — HYKHO
KaK-HUOYb YMUJIOCTUBUTEL UMIlepaTopa. Tel YK
CTap CTaHOBHILLCS, 60JIEH, 1 TOXe, a 0 JeTIX Ha-
IIUX 1103a60TUTHCI HaM HY>KHO, UX CIIaCTH OT
roru6esd. Bpock Bce, 0OTKa’KUCh, yeeM I10/1aJIb-
Ille, X0Tb Ha YKpauHy, CTyIlai, IIOIIPOCH cebe
TaM Ha4daJIbCTBO HaJ BOMCKOM. A MBI I7le-HUOY/b
yKpoeMmcs, 4yT06 0 Hac He ObLIO U CJIBIIIHO; IIyC-
Kal BCe YCIIOKOUTCH. I'0syOUHK, JaHUIIBIY, TOJIb-
KO TaK HaM U MO’KHO CHaCTHUCh; aBOCh YMUJIO-
CEePAUTCA TOCyAaph, a TO Thl HUYETro C HUM He IIO-
JieJiaelllb, TOJIBbKO ce6sl M BCeX Hac IIOI'yOUIIIb...

— /lapbs, He TBOETO yMa 3TO [eJI0! — KPHK-
HyJI MEeHIITUKOB. — TPYyCUTH, B HOTaX BaJIATHCH...
HeT, elre He BpeMsd! /I TOro JIM g BCIO JKU3Hb
CBOIO ITIOJIOXKHJI Ha CJIy»K0y Poccuu, 1 TOro JIK
IIOJHAJICH, UTOOBI Ha CTAapOCTH JIET CKPBITHCA B
HOpPY, KaK KpOoT KaKOU-HUOYAb, MM Ha I[apCKOM
KyxHe nokupartbesa nopauku!l.. Hert, /lapbd, HeT,
BCe ellle II0IIPaBUTh MOXKHO, S IIOKaXKy UM! BoT
IIOCTOH, B BOCKpeceHbe 3 CceHTAOpS y Hac OymeT
OCBsIlleHHEe IIePKBH, IIpHUeeT KO MHe IoCyZapk,



U Bce g monpasiro. He maM g BparaM MOHM Ha-
CMesATHCA HaJl0 MHOIO, s IIOKa)Ky 3TOM MeJIKOTe
HeCYaCTHOM, 4YTO He C AJIeKCaHAPOM MEeHIITHNKO-
BBIM UM Tdrathbcda!. A Tellepb MHe HH CJIOBA,
CJIBIIIUING, /lapbsa, ¥ He JOBOAU THI MEHH... 30JI I
HBIHYE.

KHArvHA B3IJIIHyJIa Ha My»Ka U ybeaumsiach,
YTO, SEeHUCTBUTEJILHO, JIyUIlle OCTaBUTH €ro B IIO-
Koe. [levasibHO U efjBa Jlep>Kach Ha HOrax, Iobpe-
JIa OHa Ha CBOIO II0JIOBHHY.

MeHIIIUKOB OYeHb PacCUYUTHIBAJ Ha OCBSILLe-
HUe CBOeH IlepKBU. IIpucyTcTBHUEe UMIlepaTopa B
ero ZJoOMe M I10 TAKOMY CJIy4al YHUUYTOKUJIO OBI
BCe CJIYXH 0 Bpaskae MeKAy HUMHU U HEIIPHUATHO-
cTaxX. TyT ’Ke IIpeACTaBJIAIOCH YAOOHBIM XOPO-
LIIEHBKO IIepPeroBOpUTh C IleTpoM M pasHBIMU
CpefCTBaAMU CMATYUTL €r0 U YCTPOUTH UCKPEH-
Hee IIpUMHUpEHHE.

Eme 3a 4yeTwIpe OHA OO OCBAILEHUS MeHINU-
KOB I10exaJ1 B IleTeprod u ¢ caMbIM YHUKEHHBIM
BHJIOM yIIpamiusaJ [leTpa IIOCETUTE €ro.

— He 3Halo, KakK cKa3aTh Tebe, KH3b, Ha 0XO0-
Ty s1 COGMPaIOCh — IIOCIIEI0 JIU?

— Bamrre BesimuecTBO! byabp MUMJIOCTHB, IIO
rpob Te6e 3TOro He 3a0yAy, He OTKakKU MHE.



«JX, KaK IPUCTaJI, 0TBIA3aThCA OBl OT HETO IIO-
CKopee!» — pasipa>kKuTeIbHO ImogyMalt IleTp.

— Hy xoporio, xoportiio, IIpueay, obemiar, —
CKa3aJl OH.

MeHIIIMKOB pacChInajaca B 6J1arolapHOCTIX U
YCIIOKOEHHBIN BepHYyJIicd B PaHO0B. OH TaK OBLI
IOBOJIEH, YTO Jla>ke 3a0bLI IIPUTJIACUTL Ha TOP-
>KeCTBO IlecapeBHY Esn3aBeTy, a eMy HUKAK ObI
He cJIeZloBaJIo 3a0bIBATh 3TOTO.

BepHyBIIHCh K cebe, KHSI3b HadaJl OTHaBaTh
MIPHUKa3aHUsI OTHOCUTEJIbHO YCTPOHCTBA MpHeMa
UMIIepaTopa: eMy X0TeJIOCh He YIapUTh JIUIIOM B
Ipsi3b U YCTPOUTH BCe KaK MOJKHO BEJIMKOJIEI-
Hee. TpHU OHS JIWINCH IIPUTOTOBJIEHUs. Hako-
HelT Bce 6bLJIO TOTOBO, V IIEPKBU COOpaIoCh MHO-
>KecTBO Hapoay. KpacHoe CyKHO 6BLIO pa3ocTia-
HO OT CaMOTO /IoMa /I0 IIepKOBHOM ITalepTH, TUP-
JITHZIBI IIBETOB U 3€JIeHU ObLIH Pa3BelleHbI BCIO-
ny. JlyXOBEHCTBO B HOBOM OJIECTSAIIEM o06Jaye-
HUM y>Ke IPUTOTOBUJIOCH K HAUATHUIO CITY>KOBI, U
TOJIBKO JIOKUJAIUCh UMIIepaTopa.

— YTo Xe He eJleT rocyapb? — 03a60YeHHO
crpanuBaj MeHITUKOB MpHeXaBIIuX U3 IleTep-
roda, ¥ Bce 0OTBeYaJIX eMy O/THO U TO Ke:

— Buepa cobupasicd, a CerofHs He CJIBIIIHO



4TO-TO.

[Ipomren emre yac. ITo gopore 6bLIM pasocia-
HBI TOHIIBI, HO HUKTO W3 HUX He BO3BpalllaJICd.
MeHIIIUKOB HayWHaJ BOJHOBATBLCI OOJIbIlle U
60JibIlle, ¥ BAPYT BCIIOMHUJI, UTO I103a0BLI IIPU-
IJIACUTH IlecapeBHY. OH OBl CaM TeIlephb IT10JIeTel
3a Herw, HO OBLI0 IT03IHO. A ciIy>k6a JaBHO, JaB-
HO [J0JDKHAa Oblila HayaThbCsad. MesXay IIPUCYTCTBO-
BaBIIIUMU IIeJI [IOYTU Yy>Ke HEeCKpPbhIBAeMBIN PO-
IIOT, IIepelIeNTEIBaHbs, IIPEeII0JI0KEeHUs PasHO-
I'0 pojia, HeBHIHOCHUMBIe U 0OUAHbIe 111 MeHIIu-
KOBa.

—UYro, ectu He IIpHUeNeT?! — C OTUATHHEM
oyMaJl oH. — Torma Bce HaJ0 MHOM HaCMeEIOTCH,
TOIZia BCeM OyZieT BOJILHO JIATaTh MeHs!..

BoT, HaKOHel], IT0Ka3aJicsi KaKOU-TO BCaJHUK,
HO OH He U3 I'OHII0B KHA3s — OH U3 IleTeproda...
T'ocmmogu... Uto Takoe?

— Ero mMiiepaTopCckoe BeJIMYEeCTBO H3BOJIU-
JIA IIpUKas3aTh [JOJIOKUTH CBeTJ/eHileMy KHA3IO,
4TO OHU HUKAK He MOTYT OBITH! — BO3BECTHUI I10-
CJIaHHBIM.

— /la oT4dero, 0TYero? — OTYasAHHO KpHUYaJl
MeHmukoB. Ho eMy Hudero He oTBeTW/IH. OH
1o6Jie/{HeJI, 3al1aTaICd U e[jBa YCTOs/I Ha MecCTe.



Tak U OCBSITWIN IIepKOBb 6€3 IIPUCYTCTBUS
HMIlepaTopa U IlapeBeH.

Vil

Ha IPYrod meHb AsieKcaHuap JaHUIIBIY IIpHe-
xaz B IleTeprod Ha HOYBb U [[OJITO UCKAJ CIIY-
Yas YBULETHECSI C UMIIEPATOPOM, HO HUT/Ie He MOT
ero BCTpeTUTh. HakoHel] 0H 3aMeTHJI ero B I1ap-
Ke C He IOKUIABIIIUM ero Teliepsb JoJropyKuM U
OPYTUMH MOJIOABIMU JIIOAbMU. KHA3H Gpocuiicsa
eMy HaBCTpeuy U CIIpPaIlWBaJI ero, 0T4ero OH He
IIpyexaJ BUepa U 3a UTO TaKasi HeMUJIOCTh?

— He Mor g, He MOT, He3J0pOBUJIOCH, — OTBe-
yai ITeTp, He I/ Ha MeHIITMKOBA.

— Barre BesrruecTBO... — HadaJl 6bLJI0 TOT, HO
HUMIIEpaTOp IepebuI ero.

— IIpoctH, KHA3H, MHE HEKOI[a, CIIelny!

U 0oH O6BICTPO IIPOIIIeJI MUMO CO CBOEU CBUTOM.

AJjtekcaHap /laHWIOBUY OCTAHOBUJICA C OILY-
I[eHHOM TOJIOBOIO, B COBEPIIEHHOM OTYasHUU.
ToJIbKO Telleph OH, HAKOHEII, IIOHSJI BCIO 0e3BbI-
XOMTHOCTE U 0e3Ha[eKHOCTbL CBOErO II0JI0XKEeHHS.
TOJIBKO Telnepp OKOHYATEJIHLHO CMUPHUIACHL €ro
TOP/IOCTh, U OH OBLI T'OTOB Ha KOJIEHSIX BhIMAaJIH-
BaTh cebe IIPOIEHUS, TOTOB OB OT BCEr0 OTKA-



3aTbCs, YCTYIIUTL KOMY YTOAHO BJIACTB, TOJIBKO
ObI ero IIOMUJIOBAJIU.

OH ocrajsica HoyeBaTh B IleTeprode, HO He
CITaJI IIOYTH BCH 3Ty HOYb, U BCe AyMaJl U HUUe-
T'0 He MOT IIPUAYMAaTh.

Ha pgpyro#i fneHb omdaTthb Obl1 B IleTeproge
pasgHUK: MMEHUHEBI IlecapeBHBI EjM3aBeTHl.
ABOCBH XOTb TYT MOKHO 0y/leT UTO-HUOYb YCTPO-
UTb, aBOCh BBINIAZIET CIy4al 00BSICHUTHCI C UM-
IIepaToOpoOM.

Pano yTpoM mpuexasia U KHATUHA Japba Mu-
XaWJIOBHA C JouepbMU. Ha HUX HUKTO IIOYTH He
CMOTpeJI, BCe CTApaJIHUCh C HUMU He BCTPEUYaATh-
cs, OBITH OT HUX II0JaJibIlle. HUKTO He COMHeBaJI-
Csd, UTO I'po3a paspasuiiack HaJ MeHIIMKOBLIMY,
U MHOI'He coobpakasly, UTO Tellepb OBITH C HU-
MU Jla>Ke He COBCeM 6e30I1aCcHO — 3a Jpy3eil elrje
IIPUMYT, 3a CTOPOHHUKOB. 11 y MeHIINKOBEIX He
0Ka3aJIoCh HY OJHOIO ApyTa.

Kuase AnexkcaHap /laHUIBIY ellfe [0 IIpHesna
JKeHBI B3lyMaJI IIPOUTH K IleTpy M HACTOATH Ha
00'BbSICHEHUH, HO MY JI0JIOKUJIH, YTO UMIIEPaTOP
ceryac TOJIBKO BbleXasl Ha 0XoTy. He 3Had, 4yTo
IesaTh, MeHINMKOB IIOCIIEINUI B allapTaMeHTEhI
BeJIMKOM KHsDKHBI HaTasby, HO OHA, Y3HAaB, UTO



OH HJIeT, M HU 3a YTO He ’KeJjias TOBOPUTH C HUM,
BBIIIPBITHYJIA U3 OKOIIIKA U OTIIPABHUJIACh BMecTe
c 6paroM. OZHO TOJILKO OCTaBaJIOCh KHSI3K —
HITU K UMeHUHHUILE, IlecapeBHe EnusaBete. OH
U IIOILIeJI ee IIO3ApaBUTH. EjiM3aBeTa IIpHUHSIA
ero " IpHUHsIa TOBOJBLHO Jr06e3Ho. Ci1aBa bory,
HHUKOI'0 HeT, MO>XHO IIOTOBOPHUTH, a TOBOPUTH
He00X0IMMO: Ha AyIlle TaK TsHKeJIo, TaK CMYTHO,
HY>KHO IlepeJl KeM-HUOYAb BhICKa3aThCs.

— UYTo 3TO BBI, KHA3b, TAKON XMYPBIH Cero-
IHS, WIN OISATHL He30POBLI? — HaBeJa Ha pasro-
BOp caMa EsrrsaBerTa.

— Kak >xe He OBITb MHE XMYPBIM, IIPUHIIEC-
ca, — IleyaJbHO 3aroBOPMJI MeHIIIUKOB, — pas3Be
s He BIXY, UTO BCe BOOPY’KEeHEI IIPOTUB MEHd,
YTO JIIOTHIE Bpard MOH, HaBepHOe, OKJIeBeTalu
MeH4 IIepej ero BeJIMYeCTBOM U I1epej; BCEMHU Ba-
MH.

— AX, COBCeM HeT, HUKTO He KJeBeTa, —
cka3aJjia EamsaBeTa.

— He pasyBepuTh BaM MeHsI, IIPHUHITECCa, Pas-
Be y MeHd IJIa3 HeT, pa3Be g1 He BKy? U 3a uTo
TaK o0MyKaeT MeHs umIiepaTop? S Bcerga aymadi,
4TO Y Hero 100poe cepAlie, YTO OH YMeeT I[[eHUTH
3aCJIYTU U PACIIOJIOKeHUe K HeEMY — HeYKTO X 1



ommbascsa? 51 Bcero ce6s IIOCBATHJI Ha CIyKOy
eMy ¥ IoCyZapCTBY, MaJjo, YTO JIH, s 0 HeM 3a00-
THIcA? Eciv M Jocakgasl KoIjia CBOEM B3BbICKA-
TeJIbHOCTBIO, TAK BeJlb TAKOBA ObLJIa MO 00sI3aH-
HOCTB. IIoTakaThb eMy Irpex ObLI BEJIUKHU: g 06e-
IjaHue Tajl IMOKOMHOM rocyfaphliHe, Ballleil Ma-
TYIIIKe, BHyKa YYUTH U BOCIIMTATh Ha caaBy Poc-
CHUICKOr0 IrocyZapcTBa. S Jo/oKeH OBLI BCe CHJIBI
CBOM II0JIOKUTH Ha TO, UTOOBI M3 HETO BBIIIIEJ T'O-
CyZapb CIIpaBeUIMBBIM M IIPOCBEIleHHBIN. BoT
OH II€HsJI Ha MeHs, YTO MHOTO 3aCTaBJIAI0 YUUTD-
cs1, — a Kak ke vHauve? YTo ¢ HUM OynieT, KOJIHU
OH C 3THUX IIOp IIepecTaHeT yYUThHCA? Beab BOT
He3a0BeHHBIN POJUTeb Balll BCIO KU3Hb YUUII-
Cs U TOJIBKO 3TUM BeJIMKUM y4YeHbeM U IIPOCJIa-
Buin Poccur. 3a 4TO JKe Takad HebGsarozap-
HOCTB? /la Tellephb B3ATH U TO, BeIb I BCe 30PO0-
Bbe CBO€ PacCTPOMJI B JleslaX IOCYAAapCTBEHHEIX,
BeJlb II0OKOI0 cebe He 3HAlO, C yIpa /10 HOUYM 3a-
HAT, XOTH OBbI 9TO IIPUIILJIO HA MBIC/Ib €r0 BeJIruye-
CTBY, 3a UTO >Ke Ha MeHs TaKas HallacTb? 3a 4UTo
BCe 3T0?

IlecapeBHa cujesa, IIOTYIHWB IJasa, — ew,
O4YeBUHO, OBIJIO OYEeHb HEeJIOBKO.

— 51 3Ha10, KHs3b, BCE BalllH 3aCIyTH, — HAKO-



HeIJ CKasaJjla 0Ha, — U, KOHEYHO, F'OCyAaphb UX TO-
JKe He MO’KeT He BU/IeTh, OH OYeHb YMEH, OH Bce
IIOHUMAaeT, TOJBKO YTO K [ejaTh, €CJIU BEI
CJIMUIIIKOM MHOIOIO XOTHUTE 3a 3TH 3aCayTru. YK
TOBOPUTHL OTKPOBEHHO, TaK CKa’kKy S BaM, YTO
KHSDKHA Ballla He I10 CepAIly UMIIepaTopy, U 4To
7K C 3TUM HIoZes1aTh?

— EcsIx TOJIBKO 3TO, — 3allennTtaa MeHIIIH-
KOB, — BCe 3TO0 II0IIpaBUMO. MaTyIllKa Iiecapes-
Ha, IIOTOBOPUTE C €r0 BeJIMYeCTBOM, OH Bac IIO-
CJIyIIaeT, CKa)KUTe eMy, UTO BCe IlepefeyaThb
MOKHO! MosI 1oYb OTKa’keTcs, OHa yeleT OTCIO-
Jla, OHAa ITOM/eT B MOHACTBIPh, eC/IX HY>KHO! /la 1
caM g X0Uy Ha IIOKOH, U 1 yely XOTh Ha YKpauHy,
K TOMY >Ke TaM U HPUT0KYChb, MOKET: BOMCKO
elfe He 3a0bLJI0 MeHH, BCIKHUU COJIIAT ellle IIOM-
HUT HAaIllA [IejIa BOEHHEIE, B KOTOPBIX HE yAapsiI
s1 JIMIIOM B I'PA3b; ellfe TaM II0CIYKY I[apl U OTe-
4yecTBY. llecapeBHa, 6yJbTe MO€H 3aCTYIIHUILIEH,
CKa’KHUTe BCe 3TO TOCyAapro, IIyCTh TOJILKO OH
IIPeJIOKUT THEeB Ha MUJIOCTL!..

EsinsaBeTa o6eljasia MeHIIIMKOBY UCIIOJTHUTD
ero Ipock0y U 0YeHb ObLIa pajia, KOrja OH YIIes
OT Hee.

OH oTHpaBWJICI HUCKATh KEHY U Touepey, a



OHU TaBHO ero YK JOKUJAIUCE.

Kugaruua /[lappss MuxaiiioBHa €O Cje3aMu
CTaJia >KaJI0oBaThCd MY>Ky Ha TO, UTO UX BCe 00U-
JKaKT, elBa OTBEYAIOT UM.

— Venem oTCcra, yemeM, HeBTepIleK MHe,
KHA3b, TAKOE YHIDKeHMe! ..

— Xopot1io, yegeM! — BIPYT OTBETUJ MeHIIIH-
KOB U IIpUKa3aJl 3aIpAraTh CBOU dKUIIaKU.

Ho oHu noexanu He B OpaHueH6ayM, a B Ile-
TepOypr.

IIpsaMmo c moporu, He 3ae3’kasd Ha Bacuibes-
CKHU OCTPOB, MEHIIIUKOB OTIIPABUJICSI B 3acefa-
Hue BepxoBHoro CoBeta. TaM B 3TOT [eHbL IIPH-
CYyTCTBOBa/IX: AIIpaKCHH, '0JIOBKHH U I'OJIUITBIH.
MeHIIIMKOBa He 0)KHAJIH, U IIPU ero BXoze Bce
IeperJIIHYJIUCh MeXay co6oro. OH 3TO ceiyac
JKe 3aMeTHI.

— Yro y Bac TyT Ha CerofHs? — CIIPOCHI OH.

— A BOT TrOCIOAVH UHTEHIAHT MOIIIKOB [10-
KJIaIbIBaeT, UTO JIETHUU U 3SUMHHH I0Ma ero Be-
JIM4YeCcTBa B TPU JHSA MOIYT OBITH YOpaHBI K CIIY-
4aro rocyzapena Ipuesga. BoT ¥ yKa3 ero BeJIH-
yecTBa.

MEeHIITMKOB IIpoYeJI:

«JIemHuil U 3UMHUTL doMda, ede Hadexcum



noHuHuUmMs u coecezvty6pamb, uymoo6bl co-
eceM 6bL/IU 20MOBbL...»

Jajipiie OH He MOT YUTATh, Y HEro II0TeMHe-
JIO B IJIa3ax.

Ilogbesrkad K CBOEMY [AOMY, OH YBH[EJ, KakK
YKJIaABIBAIOT U BEIBO3SIT BelllY M3 allapTaMeHTOB
[TeTpa. CoBceM 0b6ecCcUIeHHBIH BOIIIeJ OH B CBOU
majsaThl, HUKOMY He TOBOpsg HHU cjioBa. Heuero
Telepb €My JIeJjIaTh, He Ha YTO HAZleAThCA...

OH sallepcsd Ha KJIIOY U IIPo60Bas Ja’ke MO-
JIUTHCS, HO MOJIUTBA He II/Ia eMy Ha yM, [1a OH U
He yMeJI MOJIUThLCS.

B Beuepy, 0fHAKO, OH BBIIIIEJI U3 CBOEIO OIle-
IIeHeHUs; CTaJ MeTaThCd II0 KOMHAaTaM, 3aKpH-
4JaJjl Ha yKeHy, IIp0O0BaBIIYI0 ObLJIO 3aTOBOPUTH C
HHUM, W BAPYT IIPHUKasaJ 3aKIafbIBaTh IKHUIIaK.
OH oraTh IoexaJs B IleTeprod y»ke HOUYBIO, a Ha-
YTPO, YyTh CBET, OTIIPAaBUJICA B JOMHUK OcTepMa-
Ha.

bapox AHpert IBaHOBHUY TOJIBKO UTO BCTAJI C
IIOCTEJINM U IIPU BXOZe KHA35 JIACKOBO IIOJHSAICA
eMy HaBcTpeuy. Temepb OH COBCEM He OBLI 60-
JIeH, a HalIpOTUB TOT0, BO BCeM ero Qurype u
IOBMDKEHUAX HM300pa’kajioch II0JIHOE NOBOJIECTBO
C006010 U 3/10pOBBE.



MeHIIIUKOB He mofas pyKd AHIpero MBaHO-
BHYY U IIPSIMO IIPUCTYIIHII K JieJIy.

— IIpepaTenb! — ¢ MCKa’KeHHBIM JIMIIOM 3a-
mrertasx oH. — Tak BOT TBOA 6Jy1arolapHoOCTh! BoT
YTO THI I MeHd chesaa! UTo K, ¥ Telepsk, II0-
JKaIyH, CTaHeIllb BBIBEPTHIBATHCSI, I'OBOPHUTH,
4TO JIJII MEHs cTapaJsics?!

— AX, Bamra MHJIOCTB, THl OIIATH CO CTa-
pBIM, — IIporoBopuI OcTepMaH.

Ho MeHIINKOB He 06paTHU/I HUKaKOI0 BHHMa-
HHS Ha eTo CJI0Ba.

— Begp uMIIepaTop He XOYeT TOBOPHUTE Jake
CO MHOI0, He IVIALUT Ha MeHd... Celiuac ke 00b-
sICHA MHe, YTO 3TO 3HAUHUT?

Aunpeii UBaHOBUY I10KaJl IJIEYaMU.

— boxxe Mo, fa sa-To mmoueMy 3Harw? IIpaso,
THI IPUHUMAEIL MeHsd 3a HeYTO HepaszeIbHoe
¢ uMmiepaTopoM. Kak ke s MOry OTBeYaThb 3a
Hero? Sl MoOIry rOBOPUTH eMy, y6eXXzaTb, HO OH
BOJIEH MeHs He CJIyILlIaTb. Tkl TOBOPHIIE, Ballla
CBeTJIOCTh, UTO OH He IVIAJUT Ha Tebsd, a 3aBTpa,
MOJKeT, U Ha MeHd IJIA[eTh He OYJeT, TaK g-TO
yeMy TyT IpHYUHOM? S He MOry oTBedaThb 3a
YyBCTBO €r0 BeJIMYeCcTBa. BOT OH Telleps OT PyK
COBCEM OTOMJICH, C HUM U TOBOPUTHL-TO, HE TO UTO



CIIOPUTE, He IIPUXOAUTCA!..

— A, BOT Kak! — 3ackperkeras 3ybamMmu MeE-
IIIUKOB. — BOT KakK ThI Telleph IIOTOBapUBaelllh,
HeMeIlKasg Jucuia!l Tak BOT Thl KAKOM BOCIIHTA-
TeJIb, BOT KaK HCIIOJHSEIIs CBOM 00513aHHOCTH!
Tebe Hy>KHO Ha 0OpPO HACTABJIATHL UMIIEPATOPA,
BHYIIIaTh €My HeIlpecTaHHO Ao0phle IIpaBUJIA,
Ha TO Thl K HEMY U IIPUCTaBJIEH, @ ThI TOJIHKO II0-
Takaelllb BCEMY AYPHOMY — BOT ThI KaKOI BOC-
nuTaTesb!

OcTepMaH MoOJIYasl U CUJeJI COBEPIIIEHHO CII0-
KOMHO.

— UTo Xe ThI yMaelllb, UTO Ha BCe TBOU 6Oec-
YWHCTBA U IIPOJEP30CTH HUKAKOTO CyZla HeT, ThI
oyMaelllb, YTO BCe MO>KeIllb TBOPHUTH Oe3HaKa-
3aHHO?! Ho 4 elne, rony04uK, foKaXKy Tebe, 4TO
THI OIIIMOAeNIbCa: He BCeTrJa U XUTPOCTh IIOMOTa-
eT. 3Halw 4 BCe, — IIPOLOJKAJL, 3aAbIXasiCh, MeH-
IIIUKOB, — BCe Telleph 3HAI0, He CKPBLICI ThI OT
MeHd: Thl HeMell, Thl 6e360KHUK, Thl OT IIPaBO-
CJIaBUA OTBpallaelllb rocyapsi, BOT THI UTO JeJa-
elb! A Thl 3Haelllb JIU, YTO 3a 3TO Tebe OymeT?
ThI BOT MHe AMY BBIKOIIAJL, Ja CMOTPH, CaM II0IIa-
Jlelllb B Hee — 3a COBpallleHHe Trocyiapsa B 6e3Be-
pHe TBOe ThI OyZelllb KoJIeCOBaH!..



MeHNIIMKOB 3aMoJ4daj. OH He OBII B COCTOS-
HUU O0JIbIIIe BEITOBOPUTH CJI0BAa. JIUIO ero 66110
CTpalllHO; OH HOAHsIcA Hepen OcCTepMaHOM U
CBepKaJl Ha Hero riasaMu. Ho 6apoH AHppei
VBaHOBUY HUCKOJBKO He CMyTHICI. THXUM U
MSTKHM CBOMM I'0JIOCOM CKa3aJl OH KHS3I0:

— Mo>KenIb TOBOPUTH BCe, UTO Tebe YTOAHO,
MeHd HUYEM He HCHyraellb. f 3Haro, 4To MHe
HaJUIE>KUT NejaTh, 3HAI0 CBOM 00S3aHHOCTH U
BeJly ce0s1 TaK, YTO MeHs K0JIeCOBATh He 3a YTO; a
BOT $1 TaK CKaXKy Tebe, UTO 3HAI OJHOTO YeJIOBe-
Ka, KOTOpBIM B3alpaBAy MOXKeT OBITH KOJIECO-
BaH!..

Aunpeit VIBaHOBUY MeJJIEHHO TIOOHSJICA U
BBIIIIeJI U3 KOMHATHI, a IIOTOM M COBCEM U3 CBOE-
ro IOMHUKa.

MEHIITMKOB HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CHEeJ HeIIo-
IBUJKHO, HUYEro He IIOHMMAasg, ¥ HaKOHeI] caM
BBIIIIEJI, OIIYCTUB TOJIOBY. Bce mpeaMeThl KPY KHU-
JIUCH IIepef ero rjasaMu, eMy KasaJyIoCh, YTO CaM
OH KPY)KHUTCA B KaKOM-TO BUXpe U MUUTCI KY-
Ia-TO B YEpHYK IIponacTtb. EMy CTaHOBUJIOCH
IYIITHO, HEBLIHOCHUMO.



IX

Ka)KJIbIM THEM Bce 06oJjiee U 60Jiee BOJTHOBAJI-

Cs IIPHUBOPHBIM MHUp, OKPY>KaBIIIWH MaJleHb-
KOro umiiepatopa. HakoHel] HaCTYIIMJIO OXKU/ia-
eMOe BCEMU BpeMsi: HaJl TOJI0BOM BCEBJIACTHOTO
MeHIIHMKOBA JI0/DKHA ObLIa paspasuThbCs IPo3a,
U 3Ta Ipo3a OKOHYATeJbHO €ero II0BaJIUT — U
PyXHeT C KOpHeM [y6, HaJ KOTOpPBIM TII[eTHO
Ipo60oBaJv CBOK CHUJIy BCSIKME XUTpPhle U HeXUT-
pble sroau. Ellle HelaBHO JAyMaJid, 4To 60pbsba co
CBeTJIEHIIIMM HeMBICJIMMa HO BOT OZWH JIOJKHBIN
1Iar 3Toro BeJIMKaHa IIpeobpasuyl poOGKOTO pe-
0eHKa B HeyMOJIMMOTIO Bpara. M sToT pebGeHOK
BBICTYIIMJI CMeJIO B OTKPBITYI0 60pb0OY C BeHrKa-
HOM, U BOT — BOT IIOBaJIUT €r0, U HUYEero He
OCTaHeTCd OT BeJIMKaHa. Y BOJIHOBAJIUChH, U pa-
IOBAJIUCh, 00OCY>K[asi 3TO, IPUABOPHBIE JIIOU.
[Iyme Bcex paboTan 6apoH AHapei MBaHOBUUY,
HO ero paboTa, 10 06BIKHOBEHUIO, BeslaCh CaMbl-
MU TaWHCTBEHHBIMHU IIyTIMHU U HUKOMY B IJIa-
3a He Opocanack. CoBceM HHauye [eliCTBOBAJIU
IIpeJICTaBUTEN CTAPUHHOM, ellle HeJaBHO MMeB-
IIeli OTPOMHOe 3HayeHHe, HO Tellepb OTOBUHY-
TOM MEHIIIUKOBBIM Ha BTOPOU IIaH, GaMUIINY,



KHA3bA Jlonropykre. OHU OBLIM CaMBIMU 3JI€H-
IITUMM BparaMu MeHIIINKOBa, HUKOI/Ia He MOIJIN
€My IIPOCTUTH er0 HeOObIYaWHOI'0 BO3BBIIIIEHUS,
TeM 60Jiee, YTO OBLI OH YeJIOBEK HU3KOTO IIPOKC-
XOKIeHUA.

Joaropykux ObLI0 MHOro. OAWMH U3 HUX,
KHA3b AJlekcell 'puUropbeBUY, 4esloBeK JIOBKUU,
XUTPBIY, X0TH U OecXapaKTepHBIHU, CyMeJl II0CTO-
SIHHBIMHU YTOXKA€HUSIMH U JIECTBI0 IIOHPABUTHCH
IOHOMY umIepatopy. CelH ero, IBaH AJiekcee-
BUY, KaK MBI yKe BHUJesH, 661 ApyroM Iletpa,
ero HallepCHUKOM. BbbIlT U ellfe OAuUH /l0JIropy-
KUl — Bacwiuii JIyKyu4, ABOIOPOAHBIM OpaT
Anexces I'puropbeBUYa, M3BECTHBINA JUILJIOMAT.
JTOT yMOM CBOMM M XapaKTepoM MOT 3aTKHYThb
3a II05C BCI POJHIO, U €ero IIyIle BCero I0JKeH
ObL1 609ThCI MEHIIIUKOB.

B To Bpemsa kak AjiekcaHzp [JaHUJIOBUY Me-
TaJicd, He sHadg 4TO IIpeAIIpUHATD, pasbeskasl U3
[Teteproda B OpaHueHOayM U 06paTHO, J[0ITOpy-
KHe HeM3MEeHHO HaXOJHWJIHCh IIPH HMIIepaTope.
[To3gHO 110 BeyepaM COOGMpPAIUCh OHU BCEM POJ-
Hell y Anlekces 'puropbeBrYa B OJJHOM U3 IIeTep-
TOQCKHUX JTOMHKOB. B 3TOM >Xe HeOO0JIbIIIOM, HO
6oraTo yCTPOEHHOM [IOMHKe >XKHUJIa U KHATHUHI,



Kena Anekced I'pUropreBHuYa, U IBE €€ JOUEPH.

HMIiiepaTop TOJIBKO YUTO BEPHYJICI C OXOTBHL
OH ycTas, Jer craTh U OTIIYCTUJI OT cebd MBaHa
Jloaropykoro. ToT OTIIpaBUJICAd OBLIO AOMOM, HO
BIPYT KaKag-TO CUACTIMBasA MBIC/Ib IIPUIILIA €MY
B TOJIOBY, M OH IIOBEPHYJI B IPYTYIO0 CTOPOHY.

«OImATh TOJIKYIOT CTapHUKH! — IIOAyMaJsl OH,
IJIAl1 Ha OCBellleHHEbIe OTIIOBCKHe OKHa.— Bce
TaM OJHO U TO ’Ke, CKyKa CMepTHad. /la ¥ HIYero
0CO0EHHOI0 HeT paccKasaTh UM, ellle YCIIeI Bep-
HyTbCA..»M KH4A3b IMBaH, HACBHCTBIBasg Ka-
KYI0-TO BeCeJIyI0 IIeCHI0, CIIeIIIHEIMH IIIaraMH Ha-
IIpaBUJICA B TJIyOMHY IIapKa.

B mommuKke /[[OJITOPYKHX IIPOMCXOJHJIO PO/I-
CTBEHHOe coBelllaHue. TyT Haxopuuicad U Cepreu
['puropbeBudY, pogHOM 6paT Aekces, U MUXauW
BiafiuMHUpOBUY, JaJTbHUU €ro POACTBEHHUK, U
caM Bacwuii JIykuu.

—Yac-To Begb YK IO3JHUM, — 3aMeTHII
Asexceln I'puropreBHY, IIOCMOTPEB B OKHO, 3a
KOTOPBIM B THINMHE M TEeMHOTE HOYHM IIIeIlTa-
JINCH JepeBbs. — Hey)XTO [0 CHX IIOp OHH He
BEPHYJIUCH?

— Kak He BepHYTBLCsS, BepPHYJIHUChH, — CKa3al
Ceprei1 /l0JITOPYKUIA.



—Kyma ke 9ro HMBaH 3ampoIracTHiICI?..
OmATh rae-HubyAb 6ecryTHUYaeT, — IIpoBoOpYal
Anexceii ['puropbeBuy.

— Hy, He60cb, 61710 O6BI UTO BaXKHOe, 3a6erKajl
OBl CKa3aTh, — 0TO3BaJICA MOJIYAJIMBO CHIEBIIUHI
B yriay Bacuwiauil JIykKu4u. — BeciyTHBIM MaJIblid
TBOU HBaH, J1a He COBCeM, /10 fiesia JOMWAET, TaK
BCe I1aJIOCTH 3a6nIBaeT! Thl, OpaT, ero He OYeHb
yK— s 3a Hero Bcerja 3acTyIUIochk. Huuero,
IIPOK U3 Hero O6yzeT! OH ejia CBOU IIOJIyYIIle Hac
c ToboM ob6pesbiBaeT. IlpaBza, BBIAEPKKH elle
HeTy, HY 1a HaBOCTPUTCA.

— He xBasii ThI MiBaHa, 6paTel], XOTb U ChIH
OH MHe U B JlejIe HallleM YeJIOBeK HYKHBIN, a HU-
4ero Ipo Hero ckKasaTb He MOry. BoH y MaTepu
CIIPOCH, — C [eTCTBa TaKOM OBLI; 1a U 60X0CH
TOKe, KaK Obl OH He 3apBaJiCid... MBI TYyT CBOU
BCe, — CKaXXy 5 Tebe, 4yT0 MBaH-TO MOM BBIY-
MaJl, 3Haelllb, C UeM II0be3rKaeT Telephb: — BOT,
TOBOPUT, He CerojHs — 3aBTpa /laHUIbIYY Ka-
IIyT, TaK MBI JeJI0 IIOBEpPHEM TaKUM MaHepOM: U3
cecTep, TOBOPUT, KOro-HUOYAb, HY, XO0Thb KaTto-
11y, — OHa 60JIbHO CMa3JInBa — Ha MeCTO Mapbu
MeHIITUKOBOM BBIJaVM 3a MMIlepaTopa a caM
s1— 3TO MIBaH-TO TOBOPUT, — TOKe cebe HeBeCTy



3aIllpUMEeTHIL

— Yt0? Koro? — CIrpoCcuiu Bce pa3oM.

— A KOro 651 BBI iyMaIu?

— Hey»xT0 Besukyro KHDKHY HaTaibo?

— Hert, He Tyja OH MeTHJ, eMy OOJIbIlle IIO
HpaBy IiecapeBHa EnnsaBeTa.

— Hy, rycb! — ¢ y/Ib16K0H ITOgHAICA Bacuaui
Jlykud. — TbI yero ke 3T0, 6paT, TOBOPHUIIB, UTO
IIPOKy B HeM MaJyio? HeT, IIpoK XopoIll. ThI TOBO-
pHIIE — 3apBaJicsd, a 1 He Toro MHeHUdA. KoHed-
HO, C 3TUM [IeJIOM HaZl0 OCTOPO’KHO, U Tellepb HU
Iy — ry! A 4TO 7K, B KOHIle KOHIIOB TaK U OBITH
IOJDKHO. S caM He pa3 006 3TOM BCeM AyMaJl — U
CTPaHHO, YTO Tebe [0 CeM IIOpPBI, 4O CHIHOBHUX
CJIOB B I'0OJIOBY TOI0 yKe He IIPUX0LMIIO0. UTO XK, [a-
poM, 4TO JsH, MEHIIHUKOB-TO II0JIETUT? UTO XK
HaM TaK U OCTaBaTbCAd U CHJIETH CJIOXKa PYKH?
KoMy 3sTo mopory ycrynats — [OJUITMHBEIM? 3JX,
OpaT, ThI [ep>KUCH 3a TAKOIo cblHa! TOJIBKO ecyiu
BCe TakK U OyZeT, KaK OH CKasaJl Tebe, TOJIbKO TO-
I7la Mbl U MO>KeM OBITH CIIOKOMHBIMH, a TO BCSH-
Kasd KpeaTypa, HeMell BCIKUHU — AHpen OcTep-
MaH Hac yYHeT THYThb B TPHU IIOTUOeJIH.

— UTo X THI TaKk Ha OcTepMaHa? — Iepe6uI
Anexkcein I'puropseBud. — OCTepMaH, KOHEYHO,



He IPyT HaM, a U OIIaCHOCTU OT HEro HUKaKoui
s He BIKY. IIyCTH OH Teleph I KOIO YIOLHO,
XOTh [UIg cebsg paboTaeT, HaM TOJIBKO OT TOIO
II0JIb3a BBIXOOUWT. Beob Kak HU TOBOpH, a He
MeHbIIe FIBaHa OH y UMIlepaTopa 3HaYuT. MeH-
IIMKOBCKasg-TO 6efia, TJIaBHBIM 006pa3oM, ero pyk
Ieso! HaM elle ¥ B TOJIOBY HUYEIro He IIPUXO/IU-
JIO, MBI ellle BooOpakanu cebe, 4To MeHIIIMKOB,
KaK CTaTyd KaMeHHBIN, HeIBU)KUM, a HeMeI] BO-
Kpyr Hero y>X KomaJcd cebe IloMasIeHbKy, fa U
IIO/IKOIIAJI CTaTyX — CTATYH U IIOIIATHYJIC. ..

— Tak-To Tak, BCe 3TO THI BEPHO OIIHCAJI, —
CBOMM THUXUM T0JIOCOM 3aroBOpus Bacuimii Jly-
KHY, — TOJILKO KakK >Ke Thbl BHMETHL He XOYelllh,
4TO 3a IITUIA 3TOT AHApelr MBaHOBHUY? Kak mop
MeHIIIMKOBa, aKU KPOT IIO[3eMHBIM, II0KOIIaJI-
s, TaK BeJb U II0[ HAaC II0JKOIIATHCA MOKET — U
He 3aMeTHIIE. I B MEBIIIIEJIOBKY IIOIIaJelllb, a BCe
He OyJelllb IOHUMATh, KTO Te6sI TyZa CyHyJI; BOH
JaHuieid pasBe noHuMaeT? He coBceM, s 1y-
Maro.

— Taxk ThI Kak »Ke? — 11ojices1 AjieKcell K Bacu-
auro Jlykuuy. — 1 pymait... UBaH 3apBaJicd, a TEHI,
Oparel], TOYHO I10J1araellb BCe CHe BOSMOKHBIM?
U cam 6yzelb opyLoBaTh?



— E1rte 651! TOJIBKO OIIATH TOBOPI0, — HU I'Y —
ry!

— Hy, ma y>X 3HamMo0, 3HaMO! — 3aMOTaJIH TO-
JIOBaMU OCTaJIbHBIE /I0JITOpYKHe.

B aTo BpeMsa B KOMHaTy BbOe)kajla XOPOIIIeHb-
Kas IgTHaALlaTUIeTHsSA JeBylika. OHa obBesa
OOMKHMMU UYepHBIMU Ijla3aMH BCeX IIPUCYTCTBO-
BaBIIIUX U PaZlOCTHO OpOCHUIach Ha IIIel0 K KHSI3I0
Bacumro Jlykuuy.

— 3npaBcTBYH, KaTioma, 3gpaBCTBYi! — IIO-
I1es10BasI OH ee. — TOYHO YTO He BHUJEJIUCH CEro-
IHA. A 4To X He crmius? [To3gHo, caTh mmopal
BOH I/1a3KH-TO COBCEM OCOJIOBEJIH.

OH B3I ee 3a I0JO0POJOK U C Y0BOJILCTBU-
eM paccMaTpuBaJI ee CBe)Kee, XOPOIIeHbLKOe JIU-
YUKO.

— /la cIIaTh 4YTO-TO He X04YeTcd, IaeHbKa, 1
MaTyIIKa He CIIHUT TO)Ke — IIpHCJIaga CIIPOCUTE,
He XOTUTe JIU YKUHAaTh? BesuIlb, 6aTIOIIKa, I10-
JaBaThb Y)XMH? — oOpaTWIach OHa K AJIeKCelo
I'puropbreBuyy.

— /Jla, Xopo111o, BeJiu II0faBaTh y>KHUH, a camMa
UV CIIaTh, U/ CIIaTh — pa3bajioBajia y>K 0UYeHb
Te6s1 MaTyIIKa!

KaTroma cpesrasta BUA OyATO HCITyrajgach Cy-



POBOrO rosioca OTI{a U, IPAIfKi03HO OTBECUB BCEM
TIOKJIOH, BbI6esKajia U3 KOMHATHI.

— Hy, ueM ke He I1apckas HeBecTa! — 3acMe-
sajicd e Bosleq Bacwuid Jlykud. — XoTesr O8I 4,
OpaT, UMeThb TaKyI0 /I0UKY, 1 OBl He MHaye ee U
TOTOBHJI KaK B IlapCKHe HeBeCTHI. BOT IT0XKH T0-
IOUK, IPYTOM, pacIlyCTUTCA OHAa aKU po3aH, KTO K
C KpacoTOMH IIOCIIOPUT, pasBe UTo IjapeBHa!

Kuasp Ajiexcedl I'pUropbeBUY HUYET0 He BO3-
pakas. Temeps, I0CIe PacCyXIEeHUM IBOHPOJ-
HOro OpaTa, KOTOpBIM BCerga MMes Ha HeEro
OTPOMHOE BJIMSIHUE, OH YK MHaue B3IJIAHYJI Ha
nesio. Cpasy eMy TOYHO YTO II0Ka3aJI0Ch HEBEPO-
SATHBIM OCyIeCTBJIEHHe 0e3yMHBIX ChIHOBHHUX
ILJIAHOB: ellle TaK HelaBHO Bce OHY, /[0JITOpyKUe,
ObLIU B TeHH, B 3aroHe. Ho, 60>ke MOM, Belb TyT
OIUH [eHb BCe BepX THOM IIOBEPTHIBAET, UTO Ke
MYZpeHOro — BuYepa BOH KHsDKHa MeHIIIHKOBa
BeJIMYasacd rocyiapblHel, a 3aBTpa HUKTO U He
BCIIOMHMUT IIPO KHsDKHY MEHIIIMKOBY, TOCYAaphl-
Hell OymeT Besmn4yaTbCcad KaTrollla, TOJIBKO OBl
yAep>KaThCs, TOJILKO ObI He 3a0bITh IIpUMepa TO-
ro >xe MeHmukosa! Hy, 1a MBI yaep>KUMCs, Hac-
TO MHOTO, JlJa W T0JIOBa Y HacC XOopollas ecTb, —
Oparer; Bacvinii Jlykud, — 3TOT Ha Bce Macrep!



— OHO TeIlepb HaM0, — OKUBJIEHHO OOpa-
THJICA AjleKced I'pUropbeBHY KO BCEM: — OJHO
HaJ0, CIUIOTUTHLCI HaM Kpelrye, Bpo3b He CMOT-
peTh, KaK OJUH 4esI0BEK OPYA0BaTh, TOIZAa MHO-
I'0 cZesaTb MOKHO.

— BoT 3To Tak,— 3ameTmsa Bacwiuii Jly-
KUY, — s TaBHO y’Ke II0lyMbIBal0, KaK Obl HaM C
ClIaMu cobpaTbcg. MHOI0-TO HaC MHOTO, /1a 4YTO
B TOM TOJIKYy! BoT MeHIIuKoBa He OyzeT, a ['oyu-
OBIH 1 OCcTepMaH BCe Ke 0CTAaHyTCd, a ['0JIHIIbIH,
KaK BBl JyMaeTe, JIETKO C HUMH CIIPaBUTHCA?
TaMm y HUX ofuH Muxaiio ¢esabaMapiaa yero
CTOUT!

— YTo ’Ke, KHI3b Bacumaui, — 3aMeTHI MHU-
Xawiao BiiafUMUpPOBUY, — IIOKMCKATh MeXKIy Ha-
MM, TaK ¥ Yy HaC HaWJeTCd YeIOBEK He Xy’Ke KH-
3 Muxaubl ['osuibiHa. BUIHO, TOYHO, UTO BCe
Tellepb 0 6paTe Bacuiauu BiaguMupoBUYe 1103a-
ObLIM, BUJHO, JI0Jr0 OH ObLI B OIlajle, Ja U Te-
Iepb, BUIb, fajeKo B Ilepcuu. KaGsl HaM Bep-
HYTb €ro Cr/ja, TaK MHOI'0 ObI Yy HaC CUJIbI IIprba-
BHJIOCh.

— TBI 3TO HAIIpaCHO TakK LyMaellb, — II0BEp-
HyJICA B CTOPOHY Muxauia BiaguMupoBuya Ba-
cuani Jlyknu. — HampacHo AyMaellb, YTO MBI



TBOEro 6paTa 1103a6blIH, 1 BOT 0 HEM BCeE THU Y-
Maro. CaM 3Hal0, YTO He OOOMTHUCH HaM 6e3 Hero,
HY>KHBIM OH HaM 4YeJIOBEK, VX, KaK HY)KHO Bep-
HYTb HaM ero! TosbKO UTO MEHIIIHUKOB IIPOBA-
JIUTCS, TaK Ceruac ke ¥ BepHYTh KHI3d Bacuiansa
BiaguMupoBUya...

— JTO TOYHO, 3TO Tak! — 0TO3BAJIUCEH BCe.

B cocemHell KOMHaTe OBLI IIOJAH Y)KWUH, U
Asekceii ['pUropbeBUY IIPUIJIACHI CBOUX I'OCTeH
3aKYCHUTB U BBLIIIUTh.

OHU IIPOJ0/DKAIU TOJIKOBAaTh 006 0KUaeMOM
CO IHA Ha JleHb OKOHYaTeJbHOM HU3Bep)KeHUU
MeHIITUKOBA, U 1107, KOHEL] BCe 10 OJJHOT0 ObLIU B
CaMOM JIy4IlleM HaCTPOeHUH AyXa. KHa3b AJek-
cel U3PSIJHO TSHYJI BUHO U3 CepeOpsIHOM YapKu
U Tellepb €My Y>K COBCeM He Ka3aJIoCh CTPaIlHO
U HeBepOsITHO BUETH B CBOoel mouepu Kartroine
Oyaylnyro uMIepaTpully. Temeps, 110 Mepe TOTO
KaK HauWHaJIO IIPUATHO IIyMeTb B T0JIOBE, OH
BCe 6oJiee U 60J1ee BXOJUJI BO BKYC IIAHOB CBO-
ero He/JX0O6MMOIO CbIHA MBaHa, eMy y>K HadaId
IIpefCTaBJIATLCA CaMble COOJIa3HUTEJIbHBIE CIie-
HBI, 3aTOBOPMJIO U 3aKJIOKOTaJI0 B HEM HeCKOJIb-
KO IIpHJIaBJIeHHOE O0CTOSATeSIbCTBAMU YeCTOJII0-
bue.



— A HelJeT-TaKU HerofHbIN IBaH! — CTYK-
HYJI OH KYJIaKOM II0 CTOJIy. — TOro M >XKOU OTO-
ObeT y KOTO-HUOYIb >KeHYy, HapBeTCs Ha HCTO-
PHI0, UCKOJIOTUT €r0 KTO-HUOYAb, yObeT, II0Ka-
JIYH, HY ¥ IIHIIH BCe IIPOIIasIo!

— Heb6ocb, He60Ch, 6paT, — cMesicad Bacuaui
Jlyknu. — He TakoB TBoM MBaH, He JacTcs B 00U-
ny. Hy, a HacueT 4y’>KOH >KeHBbl — 3TO TOYHO, He
3Hal0 B KOTO OH, MOJXKeT, U B IIalleHbKY. [Ipu-
3HaWcd, CTapuHa, KHATHHA-TO [JajJeKo — He
YCJIBIIIUT!

Kua3p AJiekcell IIPUATHO YXMBLIBHYJICH,
O4YeHb MOXKET OBITh, YTO Uepe3 MHHYTY OH Obl
HavaJl KaKoe-HUOYyJb ITMKAHTHOE II0BECTBOBA-
HUe U3 [Hell CBOEM MOJIOIOCTHU, OH VXK [laxKe,
000 peHHBIN JIIOOMMBIM M yBa)kaeMbIM [BOIO-
POSHBIM OpaToM, W cobHpasici HavaTb YTO-TO
pacckaspiBaTh, KaK BAPYT pasfajicsa HEUCTOBBLIN
CTYK B HAPYKHYI0 IBePh JOMUKA, U IIpeKe ueM
CJIyTa ee OTBOPHUJI, IIOCJIBIIIAICA TPOMKHUI I'0JI0C.

Uepes MHUHYTY Ha IIOpOore KOMHATHI IT0Ka3a-
Jlach $Urypa MoJioioro KHg3s MiBaHa.

— A, 3a YKUHOM, YeCTHasi KoMHaHusg! — 6ec-
[[epeMOHHO KPHUKHYJ OH, CHUMasd Lumamny. — U
MeH{ He II0oA0’KAaJH... Hy, a BHUHO He BCe BBIIIIII



pomutensb?.. CBIHKY-TO OCTaBHJI?.. SI BEINEBIO, I
Mmory!

OH, 0UeBHUJHO, U TaK YK U3PSITHO BEIITUIL. I10-
LIaTBIBASCh, IIOAOIeSI OH K CTOJIY, TPY3HO OILY-
CTHJICA B KpecJo, IIOAIIep pacKpacHeBIIIeecs JIH-
II0 pyKaMH B OCMaTpHBAaJI BCeX MYTHBIM B3IJIA-
IIOM.

— Xopo1! — pa3Bes Ha Hero pyKaM# oTell. —
Hy, BoT 3acTyImaiics TeI 3a Hero, Bacuiuii JIykuy,
BOT OH KakoB! Bechb TyT mepez To6010! 51 eMy ro-
BOPIO: IbSHCTBYH, OeCIyTCTBYH, Ie60LIUpPHU-
yal, TOJbKO TaK, YTOObI HU OZfHa cobaKa 00 3TOM
He Bejiasia, IIOTOMY OH Tellephb IIyIlle BCEr0 CBOIO
pemnyTauoo CcoOJII0aTh TO/DKEH, a OH pasBe 0
CJI0BaxX MOHUX fyMaeT? EMy Heuero BOT TaK OopaTh
Ha Bech [letepro¢! Yaii, mo pollle Ies, IIeCHU
IIeJI, CO BCeMH B JipaKy Jie3. Ha 4To >Ke 3TO I10XO0-
»Ke? Kak TpesBEBIM, Tak ellle HUYero, MHOM pas u
TOJIK II0Ka3bIBaeT, Ja BOT TaKUM-TO YK 6OJIBHO
4acTo SBJISATBCSI cral. V! He risameTth OBl Ha
Hero — COBCEM U3 PYK BBIOUJICH...

KHa3p HMBaH IpHCTaIBHO CMOTpPeJ Ha OTHa
BO BCe BpeMs 3TOHM peuH U BIPYI PacXoxoTasICa
caMbIM 06e33a00THBIM U 6ecliepeMOHHBIM 06pa-
30M.



— [Mamromka  Bacwmmmii  Jlykud, 3acTyIIHCH
XOThb ThI, BOT OH TaK KaKABIA JeHb... [IpaBo, g
CKOPO Ha Hero 4eJIoM 6yay 6UTh rocyzapio!

— MoJuuy, HeromHswlii! — KpPUKHYJ Ha Hero
Anexkceli I'puropreBuY. — He 3a3HaBauics 60Jb-
HO, 4 ellle Tebe II0Ka)Ky, 4TO 51 TBOH OTe1l.

— /la II0JIHOTe, IepecTaHbTe, — BCTYIIHJICA
Bacumuit Jlykuu. — [me ObLI, IUIeMAHHUYEK?
YTo ozesbIBai?

— Tak BOT g BaM ceiidyac U CKaxxy, Ifie g 6bL1!

— Hy, a yTo rocygape — B 06pOM 37,0pOBBE?

— 3[0pOB, Tellephb MOYHUBAET, Ja U MHe II0pa
TOKe.

Knsasp MBaH coBceM HaKJIOHHJI T'OJIOBY K CTO-
JIy ¥ CKOPO 3axpareJl.

— VHecuTe ero, pasfeHbTe!l — o6paTuicg
Anexcey [pUropseBHUY K CIyTaM.

Te OCTOPO’KHO NPHCTYIH/IH K HCIIOJTHEHHIO
9TOr0 IIPHKa3aHHU.

— /la, 3TO IJIOX0, — 3aJAyMYHBO CKasaJ Bacu-
Jman JIyKud, — 1 3aBTpa ¢ HUM II0roBOpro. OueHb
OYyPHUTH CTayI TBOM MBaH, a TaK HeJIb3sk — BCe e-
JIO MO’KET UCIIOPTHUTE.

— 51 y>ke Tebe TOBOPUJI, TOBOPUJI! — MaxHYJI
pyKoro Ajsiekceii [pUropreBudy.



B 3TO BpeMsd B TOM JKe CaMOM [IOMHUKeE, B Ma-
JIEHLKOU CITajIbHe KHsKeH J[0JITOPYKUX, Ha MSAT-
KO, C IBIIIIHO B3IYTEIMU IIepUHAaMU U BHICOKUM
6astaxvHOM KpoBaTH cufjesia Katroma. Houb
ObpLIa TeIwiasd, OKHO OTBOpPeHO. PganoM cmasa ee
cecTpa U cIiajia Kpelko, BpeMs 0T BpeMeHH YTO-
TO IIIeIlTajla BO CHe, KaKue-TO HEeIIOHATHBIe OT-
pBIBOYHBIe coBa. Cabblii CBeT JIaMIIaJKH, 3a-
JKOKEHHOH B YIVIy Iepefi HKOHaMH, 03apsj Kpo-
BaTh KaTwIIM U BCIO ee HEeOOJIBIIYI0, IPaIfHo3-
HyI0 ¢urypy. Eit 610 )KapKO U He cItasoch. OHa
OTKHHYJIA OfesyI0 U pacIlycTuaa BopoT. He cia-
JIOCH e¥ II0TOMY, YTO YK OUYeHb OHA YOUBUJIACH
cerofHs, ceruac yauBmiaach. Kormga MaTh IIocia-
JIa ee Y3HATh, BEJIUT JIK OTell [I0IaBaTh Y>KUH, U
OHa y)Ke Iojbe)kaja K [IBepsAM KOMHAaThl, I7ie
TOJIKOBAJIU /loJITOPyKHe, eH SICHO ITOCJ/IBIIIAaIOCh
ee uMsd, IIpOM3HECeHHOe KHA3eM Bacuimem Jly-
kuueM. He ymep>kasiack KaTroma: yTo 060 MHe
TroBOPAT, Jay rocayirar! M oHa IIpUIoXKUIa yXo
K 3aMOYHOM CKBaKUHe... Hy, ¥ BCe YCJIBbIIIAJIA.
UyaIHO M CTPaHHO II0KAa3aJoCh ei: oHa Oyaer
I[apCKOI1 HEeBECTOM, ITapUIlel... 1a pasBe 9TO BOS3-
MO>KHO? /la ¥ 3aueM 3T0!.. OHa IIOUYTH KaKIbIA
IeHb BHUJeJIa UMIlepaTopa, IIOUTUTEILHO KIaHd-



Jachk eMy; KOrfja WHOIM pa3 OH 3aroBapHBaj C
Hel0, OTBeyasa, IIOTYIIUB IJjla3a, HO BCe IKe,
HeCMOTpPSI Ha TO YTO el caMoOH ellle He OBLIO
LIeCTHAAIIAaTH JIeT, UMIlepaTop Kasajcd ey Ma-
JIEHbKHUM MaJIbUMKOM, M HHUKOI[la He MOIJIa OHa
IolyMaTh 0 HeM HMHAaue, KaK O CYIIeCTBE 0COOEH-
HOM, CTOSIBIIIEM [ajIeKO ¥ BBICOKO, a TYT BAPYT
XOTST, UYTOO OH CJIejiajICs ee YKEHHUXoM!..

«H Bce aTo 6pat VBaH, uero oH He BeIAyMaeT!
A caMm-TO, camM-TO!.. AX KaK BCe 3TO CTPaHHO, KaK
CTpaHHO!..» — IIIenTaJyd Tyobl KHSDKHBL Hako-
Hell OHa 3aCHyJIa.

Ho B 39Ty HOUBL U CHEI eli CHUJIUCH BCe TaKue
CTpaHHbBIE: el CHIJIOCh, UTO OHa IJapHIla, YTo Ha
Hel 30J10Tasg KOpOHAa, MaHTHUI Ha TOpPHOCTae; e
CHHJIOCH, UTO BCe KJIQHSIOTCS €H B HOTH, U e
CTaHOBHWJIOCHL II0UEeMY-TO [MYIIHO, TsDKKO, OHa
IIpOChIIIajach U MeTajsach Ha CBOEU IIyX0BO IIO-
CTeJIH.



X

Ce Tak ’Ke BeJIUKOJIEIIEH JOM KHA3s1 MeHIIu-

KOBAa, TaKag >Ke TOJIIla IPUCIYTH! OPOIUT B3af
U BIlepe[ 110 6eCcUrCIeHHBIM ero KoMHaTaM. Ho
4YTO-TO BUCHUT HAJ[ 3STUM JIOMOM, U Ka’K/IOMY BXO-
ISIeMy B HEro C IIepBOM MUHYTHI 3TO CTAHOBUT-
cd SICHBIM. /la Telepb PeAKO KTO U 3aXOIUT K
Anexcanapy JaHuiaoBu4dy. OH YK TPeTUU IeHb B
[TeTep6ypre, Bce 3TO 3HAKT U KaK OyATO HUKOMY
IO 3TOTO HET Jeja. /laBHO JIK 0TOO0I0 He OBLIO OT
moceTuTesiel? /laBHO JIM BBICOKHE CAHOBHUKU
rocyZJapcTBa IOKUAAIHCh KHSOKECKOIO BBIXOZA
CO CTPaxOM U TpeIleTOM U CrUOaINCh Iepe KHs-
3eM, UyTh He I1eJI0BaJIU I10JIbI eT0 KadpTaHa — Jja
U 11eJI0BaJIU-TaKHU.

AjtexcaHnap /laHUIOBUY VK U He e3nuT B Ile-
Tepro¢, He cTapaeTcs YMUJIOCTUBUTH UMIIEPATO-
pa, TOTO U KAU Xy»Ke OT 3TOro Oyner. Bce map-
CKHe BelllU yKe BbIHEeCEeHbl U3 MEHIIIHMKOBCKOTO
loMa: UMIIepaTop He CerofHs — 3aBTpa Ilepees-
»KaeT B IleTepbypr. OX, uTo-To 6yzeT! IlocienHue
HaJ/le)XHbIe JIIOAU JOHOCAT, YTO «TaM» HUKTO U
CJI0Ba He TOBOPUT IIPO0 MEeHIIIMKOBBIX, KaK OyATO
UX U HeT Ha CBeTe;«TaM» Tellepb TOJILKO J[0JIro-



pyKHe U HeMellkasd KpeaTypa. JlomaeT ce6e IoJio-
By AJlekcaH/p /[laHWJIOBHUY: K KOMy OBbI 06pa-
TUTBHCI, [a YTO Telleph BhBIAyMaelib? CaM OT-
TOJIKHYJI OT ce6s BceX. /lyMasl, HUKTO U He IIPU-
TOLUTCA, HUKTO U He OyZeT HUKOIZa Hy)KeH, a
BOT Tellepb IIPUIOAWJICI OBl KaKAbIM MaJleHb-
KUY 4eslOBeYeK, Jla HeT HUKOIO: Bce pa3sberka-
JIUCh, BCE BparaMu CMOTPSAT, BCe JIATaTh TOTOBEI!

[TocienHAa ciabad Hafle)Kga MeJIbKHYJIa KHA-
310 — K losurnpiHy 06paTUThCsa. [OUIBIH Tak
JKe, KaK U OH, J0JDKeH OO0SATHCS BO3BBIIIEHUS
Josropykux u OcrepmaHa. ['OJIUIIBIH paju CBO-
HUX BBITOJ IIOMOYbL JOJDKEH. BOT caguTca AJIEK-
caHap [JaHHWJIOBHUY M IIHUIIET KHA3I0 MHUXauiIy
MuxaisioBuuy I'oJUIBIHY:

«H380/16me, gawe cusimebCmeo, nocne-
wumbs Cro0a KaKk 603MOJCHO, Ha noume, U
Ko020a useo/iume npubblmbs K nepcnekmus-
Holl dopozce, mozda usgoaume K Ham u K
6pamy sawemy npucaAams ¢ HaQpOUHbIM
uzgecmue u Ha3Ha1uUmyb 4Yuca0, Ko20a Ha-
MepeHbl 6ydeme croda npubsbims, a ¢ Hxco-
pbl OnsiMb Jice Hac 060ux ygedomums, no-
Hedice gecbMa Jceraem, 0abwl sawle cus-
me/1bcmaeo npedxcde 8cex U380AUNU BU-
dembubCs ¢ HAMU».



Crermrit, nwreT roHi@a AsiekcaHzp /JaHHIIO-
BUY, 4YTO-TO OymeT? IIOMOIyT JIM YHUUYTOXXUTh
Joaropykux u OcTepMaHa? A KeM 3aMEHUTbH
BOCIIHUTaTeJIsl, eC/IM yaCTCd er0 CBEpPTHYTh, KeM
3aMeHUTH? KTo ObLI OBl yrozeH? BCIIOMHHII
CBETJIEUIIIHUH IIPO CTApPOT0 YUUTENI 3eUKUHA, KO-
TOpPOro Korga-to Jwobus IleTp, U BOT Jpyroe
IKUCBMO ITHIINET OH K 3TOMY 3eHKHHy. IIncbMa
IIOCJIaHBI, HO KOIZA-TO eIlje IIOJIydaTcs, KOTrZa
SIBATCA 3THU HY)KHBIE JIIOAU? A TyT, YTO HU [IeHb,
4TO HU 4ac, 6ela HeMHUHYy4Yas CTPSICTUCH MOJKeT.

AJjtexcaHap /laHUJIOBUY Y>K U U3 [JOMY He BEI-
XOIUT, 32061 ¥ 0 BepxoBHOM CoBeTe — I7ie Te-
neps! UTo TaM — ofgHU 06Ukl TONbKO! Kak JieB,
3alepThii B KJIeTKe, OpOJUT U3 yIja B YIoJ II0
CBOeMy paboueMy KabuHeTy AJleKCaHAp /laHU-
JIOBUY, XJIeT BeCTell HeloOphIX. A BECTU He00-
pble y>K 6JIM3KO, BOT OHH Y II0pOra, B IBEPU CTY-
4JaTcd. BOoT JOKIaAbIBalOT KHA3I0: TOCyZaph U I1a-
PeBHEI Ilepeexasid B JIeTHUH [I0M, CBeTJIeHIIIeMY
HUKTO M3 HUX He J1aJI 3HaTh 00 3TOM, U celyac
JKe II0 Ilepeesfie TOCyZaps IIOCJaHO OOBSABUTH
IrBapAy¥, YTOOBI CJYLIAJUCHh TOJIBKO IJapPCKUX
IIpUKa3aHUuM, KOTOpble OyAyT OOBIBJIEHBl Mau-
opamu, KHA3BAMU IOCYyIIOBBIM B CaITHIKOBBIM.



JTO OBLJIO YTPOM 7 CEHTAOPS.

KHa3b peltuics >KaaTh 10 Beuepa. TIHYIHCh
4Jackl, HET IIOCJIaHIEeB U3 ABOpPIa, HUKTO He SB-
JI1eTCs, BCe KaK B BOJY KaHy/U. lleJsblil IeHbL B
pOT HHMYEro He MOT B34Th AJIeKCAaHZpP /JaHMUJIO-
BHY. CTy4yasack K HeMy >KeHa — He OTIIep; JeTH
CTy4aJIMCh — He II0/aJI IojIoca. Y>K COBCeM HU 0
yeM He AyMaJl KHA3b, MBIC/Ie HUKAKUX He OBI-
JIO, Ja ¥ 0 4YeM Temepb AyMaThb! ToJBKO TOCKa
[JyXass MAaBHUT, NOXHYTH He JaeT, WM [eBaThbCd
HeKy/la OT 3TOH TOCKH, HUYEeM He 3arjIyIlIHIlb
ee!

Beuep. CTeMHeJIO, TYYH XOJAT 110 HeOy, BeTep
OCeHHHUH IIOJHAJICA U 3apsg0MJI HeBCKHEe BOJBL
Cepo ¥ MpayHO, BOH U3 OKHa CJIBIIIHO: BOPOHBI
KapKawT, U IIyIlle HaApbIBaeTCd Cephlle AJiek-
caHzpa /laHWJIOBHYA, U IIyIIle TOCKa JaBUT €ro.
HeT, HeBTepme)x sTa yOMNCTBeHHas HEH3BeECT-
HOCTBb, OyJb 4YTO OyjeT, a y3HaTh HaJ0, YTO TaM
Ienaetca! CaMoMy exaTh — HHU 3a uTo! Iloxkanyy,
Ja’ke He BIIYCTAT. IIpH 3TOM MBICJIH XOJIOJHBIMN
IIOT IT0Ka3aJICd Ha BBICOKOM, MOPIIIHHHCTOM JIOY
MeHIIMKOBA. «/leTel IIOIIII0, feTel — BeLb UTO
Ke, ellle He 00BIBUIIH, Belb Maphbd BCe ellfe Iiap-
CKOM HeBeCTOM cuuTaercd.. OHU MOJDKHBI IIO-



exaThb II03LPAaBUTHL C IIPUE3IOM, HOJDKHEL.. IIO-
IIUTI0 UX K [JapeBHaM, XOTb YTO-HUOY/Ib Y3HAIO».
HmeT 0H Ha II0JIOBUHY >KeHBI, a Ta BCTpeyaeT ero
6yiegHas, nposkallas, JIUIla Ha Hell HeT: u3Mad-
Jlach BCd, MCXyZaja B 9TU IIOCIeSHUE Y KacCHbIe
IHU Jlapbd MuxaiaoBHa.

— T'me mouepu? MpayHO IIPOTOBOPUII KHSSb.

— Jloma, mtoMma! /la rae ke UM OBITH-TO?!

— To-To, BesM ceiiyac 3aipsAraTh, CHapsIgH
UX, IIYCTh eAyT II03APaBUTHL I[apeBeH C IIpUes-
oM, ITyCTh Bce y3HawT! O, rocrogu!

Jlappsi MuxaiioBHa Iobpesa K Jo4depsM, a
KHs3b OCTAJICA Ha MecCTe, CeJI B Kpecjo U 3aMep.

Bosbirte yaca cuzes1 OH Tak, CJI0Ba HUKOMY He
CKa3aJl, TOJIbKO TOJIOBOM MOTHYJI, KOT/a L0JI0KU-
Jla eMy ’KeHa, 4TO JJ04epH BO JBOpPeI] yeXalu.

HeBecesioro BERINLIA M3 3KHIIaXKa Yy JIETHEro
caja KHsoKHA Mapbs AjslekcaHIpPOBHA. B mocien-
HUe THU U OHa 0CTaBUJIa CBOE PABHOYIIIUE; ellfe
boJibllle 106JIEIHesIa OHAa, ellle 60Jiee BBITSIHY-
JIOCh JIMIIO ee, TOIITHO ObLIO €U IJISI[eTh Ha CBeT
00KUU — Uuysjla OHa HEMHUHYYYIO THOeJIb.

U necapeBHa EjrsaBeTa, U BeJIMKas KHsDKHA
Harasnbsi 1oMa, a KHSDKEH BCe JKe J0KUIAThCI
3aCTaBJIAIOT: He BBIXOJAT K HUM U K cebe He 30-



ByT. Iloslyaca IpoXoAuT, 4ac — IapcKas HeBecTa
OIIAITH IIOCHLIAeT QpeMyIMHY MO0JIOKUTH IjapeB-
HaM. OpeliinHa BO3BpallaeTcss ¥ TOBOPUT: «CeM-
4ac BBIWAYT, I103a0BITH U3BOJIMJIN O BallleM IIPU-
esfze».

— MaitieHbKa, 4YTO >Ke 3TO TaKoe? — Ja’Ke 3a-
Iporkajla KHSDKHa AJlekcaHzapa. — YTo ske 3To 3a
HeCHOCHbBle 06unbl? Vemem, paxu bora. Boxe
MO, Hey»Kesiu HaTalra 1 0T MeHsI OTBepHeTCs!

BoT Besmmkag KHsDKHa HaTasnbg ITokKasajach
Ha Iiopore, AjeKkcaHjpa AJleKCaHApPOBHa O6pocu-
Jlach K Hel: 6bIBaJjIo, OHU BCTPevYaInuCh 3aKa/blu-
HBIMU [IPY3bIMH, I1eJI0BAJIHCh U OOHMMAJIUCH,
ObIBasI0, He HAIJAAATCA OPYT Ha JIpyra, 4To >Ke
9T0? UTOo Xe HaTaybg IJIAAUT U He yJbl6aeTcd,
e[lBa IIPOTAHYJIA PYKY... [1eJI0BATh He XoueT. UTo
JKe 3T0? 3a UTO >Ke?

—IlapeBHa, 4YeM s BHHOBaTa IIepel TO-
0010? — IlelyeT KHsDKHaA AJjieKcaHjpa. — Eciam
eCcThb MOS BUHA, CKa)XU MHe. PasBe 3a0nlia T,
Kak $ JIr00J1r0 Tebs, pasBe 3abblia THI HaIly CTa-
pyIo Apy»x0y?

Beskas KHSDKHa BCe MOJIYMT, €l HeJIOBKO.
Bxomurt 1iecapeBHa EnmsaseTa.

— IIpoiy u3BHHeHUs, — IOBOPUT OHa, o6pa-



I1aCh K KHsDKHAM, — 3a0bLJIM MBI, UYTO BBI 3/1€Ch
NO’KUlaeTech.

— MEI 371ech 60Jiee yaca! — IIenuyT 6J1efHEIe,
TOHKMe I'yObl [TapCKOM HeBeCTHl, a Ha IJasax ee
6JIeCTAT CJIe3BI.

— OueHb >KaJIKO, — OTBeuaeT Ejm3aBeTa, —
BOJIBHO >Ke BaM TaKoe BpeMs BBHIOpaTh... Yal,
CJIBIIIAJN, MBI TOJIBKO UTO Ilepeexaid, TOXKe
Be/lb pa3obpaThCd HY>KHO, He 10 YyKUX!

— A 4 Tak ycraJja, s He3/lopoBa, — 3aMevaeT
BeJIMKas KHsDKHa HaTtasbs.

— Tosxe He [0 UyKHX, BUAHO! — IIpophIaaia
Iepep Hero AjekcaHpa AJIeKCAaHIPOBHA.

— AX, KaK 3TO CKy4YHO! — pasppa’kuTejIbHO
BBITOBOPMJIA IlecapeBHa, IIOJHUMAasChb C Me-
crta. — Takue jsro6e3Hble TOCTbU, OT HUX CJIOBA
He no6bembces. [TovimeM, HaTalla, y HacC TaM Be-
cesee!

O6e OHU BBIILIU. MEHIIUKOBEI OCTaIUCh Of-
HU B IIyCTOM KOoMHaTe. HUKOTO HeT... boke Mo,
YTO >Ke 3TO TaKoe?

He niomMHA cebs, 06e cecTpbl KUHYJINUCH K BBI-
XO/ly, He IIOMHs ce0sl, Zj0oeXaju OHHU [0 I0MY,
npubekaad K MaTepu U 06e He MOIJIA CKas3aThb
HU CJI0Ba, 06€ TOJILKO PhIIaJIH.



— /la uTo Takoe, yT0? He ToMUTe, He HaJPEI-
BaWTe IyIlly, pacCKa)KUTe XO0Th UTO-HUOYAb, UTO
C BaMH TaM ObLIO? — H3MYyYEeHHBIM, 0OCJIa6eB-
IIIMM TOJIOCOM Itenraja Jlapbgd MuxanaoBHA. —
Jla ToBOpHTE, TOBOPHUTE.

U BApyT mepes HUMU OUyTUJIICA OTell. Ha HeM
JIUIIA He OBLIIO.

— l'oBopuTe ceiyac ’Xe, 4YTO TaM ObLIO?! —
3aKpuyas OH.

—A TO OBUIO,— TIIOAHSJIACH IIepel, HUM
KHsSDKHA Mapbsi, — TO ObLIO, YTO THI IIOTYOHUII U
cebs, 1 MeHd... ¥ Bcex Hac...

KuspkHa 3apblfjasia U BbIOe)kasla M3 KOMHa-
TBL...

— l'oBOpH BCe MOAPOOHO! — ApOrKa U COKUMas
KyJIaKH, 06paTUICad KHA3b KO BTOPOH J04YepH, —
TOBOpPH, He TO YObIO HAa MeCTe: BUZIeJI Bbl TOCY-
Iaps?

— HeT, He BUeaH, — IpophlIaia KHKHA
AekcaHzipa, — [1a U IlapeBHBI He BBIXOAWIHA K
HaM 60JIbIIIe Yaca. A BBIIILIH, CKa3aJIHd ABa CJIOBA,
o0uJiesI U YIIUIN, OCTaBUB HAC OJJHUX.

— Kak, u HaTtanbsa? Beab oHa Tebs JIt06HIIA...
BerHas KHsSDKHA 3apbljiajia ellle oTYasiHHee.

— /Jla, 1 OHa... U OHa Ha MeHs CMOTpeTh He 3a-



xoTeJa!

AjtexcaHp /laHHUJIOBHUY CXBATHUJI Cebsd 3a TO-
JIOBY, IJla3a €ro OCTaHOBHJIMCH, JIUIO0 HCKAa3U-
JIOCh, OH 3aCTOHAJI U BAPYT 6e3 4UyBCTB PYXHYJICA
Ha 11o1. HecuacTtHasa /lapbss MUXaiJIOBHA C OTYa-
SHHBIM KPHKOM KHHYJIach K MY’)Ky, cTapajaach
IIOJHATH €eT0, HO eM OBIO 3TO He II0 CHJIaM. —
«BO[IBI, BOJIBI, IOKTOpA!» — KpUUaja OHa OXPHUII-
HYBIIUM rosiocoM. KHsDKHa AJieKcaHIpa MeTa-
JIaCh M3 KOMHATEI B KOMHATy KaK IIOMeIllaHHasil.
ITo BceMy OrpOMHOMY /I0MY BCe JaJjIbllle U aJIb-
IIIe PasHOCHUJIOCH: «IOKTOpa, HOKTOpa! CBeTJiei-
LITUH yMUpaeT!»



Xl

TpalllHasg, A0Jrasg HOYb, HAKOHEI], IIPOIILIa;

HaCTYIIWIO YTPO 8 ceHTSA6psA. CBeTyIeMInui
YCIIOKOMJIC HECKOJIBKO U 3aCHYJI TOJBbKO IIpHU
COJIHEUHOM Bocxoge. /lappsi MuXaljoBHaA OCTO-
PO’KHO BBIIIJIA M3 €r0 CHaJbHU; BO BCEM [OMe
HUKTO IIOYTH He JIOXKWJICA craThk. C yacy Ha 4ac
oKuganu MeHIIIUKOBEI pellleHHsI CBOeM Y4acTH.
benHas KHATUHA BRIIJIaKaJla BCe CBOU CJIE3El, a-
7Ke MOJIOLOHU ChIH MeHIINKOBAa, [0 CUX II0P HU BO
YTO He BMEIIMBABIIUMNCI W UTPaBIIHU CaMYIO
He3HaYUTeJbHYIO POJIb B IOMe, i TOT IIOHSJI BCIO
Ba’XHOCTb COOBITUM, He OTXOAWJ OT MaTepu U
cTapaJjici ee YCIIOKOUTH, HO pasBe MO’KHO OBLIO
YCIOKOUTE /lapbio MuxainoBHy! OHa He ILIaKa-
Jla: TJjIa3a ee OBLIM CyX{, HO Ha Hee B3IJIIHYTH
OBLIIO CTPAIITHO; OHA TO U [IeJI0 II0AXO0Ia K [IBe-
PSM CHlaJIbHU My>Ka U IIPUCIIYIIUBaIach.

ITpoI110 HECKOJIBKO JOJITMX YacoB, ¥ BOT KH-
TWHEe J0JI0KUJIN, YTO U3 ABOPIia K CBeTIeHrIleMy
SIBUJICA Mauop IBapAyuy, reHepas — JIEUTeHaHT
CaJITBIKOB.

Japbg MuxaisoBHa 6pocuiach K HEMY, HO He
II0JIyYHJIa OT Her0 HUKaKUX PasbsICHEeHUM.



— MHe HY’>XHO BUIeTh KHA34 AjlekcaHapa /la-
HWIOBHUYA, — CKasaJl OH, — IIPOBOAUNTE MeHH K
HeMy ceryac ke, 1 He MOTy 6e3 3TOro yexarh.

JleslaTh Heuero — IIPUIILIOCH PasOyaUTh KHS-
3. OH OBLI TaK cj1ab, UTo He MOT BCTaTh C IIOCTe-
Jii. CaJITBIKOB JJOJDKEH OBbLI BOMTHU K HEMY.

—Ilo mpukasy ero BeJHYeCTBa OOBSIBIISLIO
BaM apecT, 4TOOBI BBl HUKY/[a He BbIe3yKaIu U3
CBOEro oMa, — Ccpas3y ckasas CaJlTHIKOB.

MeHINMKOB OTKPBLI IJIa3a, 3apoyKal U BTO-
pU4YHO yraja 6e3 4yBCTB. Uepe3 HECKOJIbKO MHU-
HYT MeJUK IIyCTHUJI eMy KpoBb. OH OUHYJICA, HO
IJIs1/1eJI Ha BCeX 6eCCMBICJIEHHO U He TOBOPUWJI HU
CJIOBA.

Jlapbsi MuxaiyIoBHa B3sla C COO0I0 ChIHA U
CecTpy CBOI0, BapBapy ApceHbLeBY, U IIOCIIeIIIa
BO [BOpeIl: TaM eH CKasajH, 4TO rocyZaphb ele
He BO3Bpalasicsa oT obegHu. OHa ocTasach B IIe-
penHeit KOMHAaTe JOKUAAThCS. BOT U rocyaps —
KHATUHS OpoCUiIach Iiepej HUM Ha KOJIEHH, [lep-
’Kajsla ero 3a mosy KapraHa. OH He IJIsAfesl Ha
Hee, OH IIpo60BajJl BBIPBAThCS, HO OHA BIIEIIU-
JIaCh B Hero W He OTIIyCKaJIa.

— l'ocygaps, momazu! — 3afbiXasich U 00JIU-
BasCh CIes3aMy, Irerntasna Jlapbsa MuxaiiioBHa.



Besnkas kHsDKHa HaTasibg 3arwiakasa U yoe-
JKajla K cebe. Bce okpy»kaBIllMe OBIIM PaccTpo-
€HBl 3TOM CIIeHOM — Jla’ke U Te, KTO MCKPEHHO
HeHaBUzeq MeHImMKoBa. HeHaBumean MeHIIIH-
KOBA, HO IIPOTHUB >KE€HBI er0 HUKTO He MOI HHUYe-
ro UMeThb. Bce 3Haimu, 4yTo OHaA Ao06pas, IIOYTEH-
Has JKeHII[MHA, YTO caMa OHa HecyacTHa U BCe-
I7ia IIpU I1epBOM BO3MOXKHOCTH UCIIpaBJIsia 3J10,
IIPUYHUHEHHOe ee My>KeM. 11 BceM OBLJIO HEJIOBKO,
BCe OITyCKaJIH IJIa3a, )KaJIUCh K CTeHaM, HO HU Y
OJTHOTO YesIOBeKa He IIOIleBeJIMJICI s3BIK Ha ee
3aluTy. 3aluTra Tellephb Oblia OBl 6e3yMueM,
9TO 3HAUMWJIO OBl IIO/IBEPraTh CaMOro cebs OIac-
HOCTH... A KHATHUHS BCe CTOUT Ha KOJIEHAX, BCe
NEep/KUTCA APO’KallMM pyKaMHU 3a KaM30JI MM-
IepaTopa, MOYHUT II0JI CBOUMHU CJIe3aMy, IerryeT
HEBHATHBIE PeYH, a OH BCe CHJIUTCI OT Hee BBI-
pBaThbCd. M BOT OH BBIPBAJICA, He CKa3aJl HU CJIO-
Ba U ObICTPO yiies1. OHa OffHa, Ha KOJIeHAIX, Cpeiu
KOMHaThI. Ceifyac 661710 MHOTO HapoAy — Tellepb
HUKOT0: BCe pasbpesnch, BCe YIIUIA OT Hee, TOU-
HO OT YyMHOMH, 605ICh 3apasuThCA...

OHa KHHyJIach K BeJIMKOW KHsOKHe HaTalbe;
II0 Iopore BCe pacCTyIlajJuCh Ilepel Hero, BCe OT
Hee OTBOPAYMBAIUCh, U HUKTO He TOBOPHJ C



Hewo. KuspkHa HaTasbs ToKe yberkasia OT Hee U
Ky/[1a-TO CKphLIachk. bpoaut u meuetcd Japbsa Mu-
XaWJI0OBHA II0 ABOPILY 3TOMY, I/ie KaK[ast KOMHa-
Ta, Kak[0e KpecJo, Kakaasi BellliIla el Tak [1aB-
HO 3HAKOMEIL. MEBIC/IU ee CIIYTaJIMCh: OHA HHUYEro
He IIOHMMAaeT, OHa KHUJaeTcd TO Tyha, TO CHOZA.
HmmnepaTop yiires; BeJIMKasg KHsDKHA YIIIA; OCTa-
JIach IlecapeBHa — K Hel HJTH... HO U IlecapeBHa
He CKasajla HU CJI0Ba KHATUHe, Y HUX TaK, BU-
HO, II0JIO’KEHO OBLJIO: HU OJTHOIO CJI0BA, HY XOTh
OBl OpaHUTH CTAJIH, XOTh OBl TSDKEJIbIe 00UIHbIE
pevu IIpPUIIIOCH e BBICAYIIATh, & TO HU CJIO0BA...
HU cj0Ba! Benb aTo elre XyiKe, elte y>xacHee!.. U
IIOHsJIa, HAKOHel, KHATUHS, YTO HeT HHUKAaKOIo
crlaceHUs U ObITb He MOJKeT, U, I1aTasCh, BCSI
pacTpeliaHHas, enBa BOJIOYA HOIM, IIPOTAIIM-
Jlach OHa BOH U3 [IBOPIIa, Hecsd C COO0I0 yKacHEBIe
BeCTH O IIpUIlle[IIeli HeOTBPaTUMOM IIOTHUOesIH.
Ho mo pmopore 1iocjefgHsss MBIC/Ib IIPUIILIA €M B
TroJIOBY — UATH K OcTepMaHy.

OcrepMmaH, 10 KpavHed Mepe, IIPHUHAT ee U
lacKe cTapaJiCd YCIIOKOUTh.

— Hy 4TO0 X, KHATHUHS, — TOBOPUJI OH, — YTO
JK TeIlephb [ejaThb, HUUYEro Telleph He II0feJIa-
emb! Toro ¥ 0XKUAATH OBLIO HY>KHO, OYEHb YK



3abbuica AsekcaHp [JaHWIbIY; BeJb Ha TBOUX
’Ke TrJjla3ax, KHSITHHS, BCe OBLIO; BBI, 4YaWl,
IIOMHUTE, KaK 00paIfajics CyIIpyT Balll C ero Be-
JauyectBoM? Hy, U He BBITepIlesl UMIIEPaTOp —
OHO U IIOHATHO! TOJIBKO BEI YCIIOKOMTECH, KHATH-
Hs, He Ha Ka3Hb JKe II0BeAyT Bac...

— O, rocogu, — cToHasma Jlapbsd MUXaUJIOB-
Ha, — He Ha KasHb, TOBOPHUIIL ThI, AHApen HBa-
HBIU... @ II0YeM 4 3Haw? Beab He caM JIM THI Ha
IHAIX ellle TOBOPUJI AJleKcaHApy JaHUIbIuy, UTO
ero KoJIeCOBaTh HY>KHO, TaK II04YeM g 3Hal0, MO-
JKeT, ¥ KOJIeCYIOT...

— /la, Begb s TOBOPHJI IIOTOMY, UTO CaM OH
cTpalal MeHs 3TUM U KJIeBeTy BO3BeJI Ha MeHd,
OyATO 51 OTBpAlllalo ToCytaps OT IpaBOCIaBHs.

— Ax, rocrogu! IIpocTH TBI, IIPOCTH, AHIpen
VBaHbIY, My>Ky — He 3HAJI OH CaM, YTO T'OBOPII,
y2K 04eHb 00U MHOT0 6bL10. IIpocTH ero, Xpucra
pamu, He TOMSHU 3J1a, He MOMSAHU. CMUIyHCS
HaJ HaMU! — ¥ AposKalas KHATMHSI CTajia Ha KO-
JeHHu neper OCTepMaHOM U, TaK Ke KaK U MMIIe-
paTropa, cXBaTHIa ero 3a II0JIbl U MOYWJIA ero Ho-
TH CBOUMH CJIe3aMHU.

— AX, YTO BB, YTO BBI, KHATHHA! — CyeTHJICA
6apoH AHjipeli MiBaHBIY, CTapasCh IIOAHATE ee.



Ho Bce 6b110 TIIeTHO. OH I103BaJI KeHY, U Ta
HauaJla yCIoKauBaTh /lapblo MUXalJIoOBHY — Z1a
4yeM Ke OHU MOTJIH ee YCIIOKOUTHL? OHa XOpoIllo
3HaJIa, XOpPOIII0 BHIesa M3 Ka)KIOI0 CJI0Ba AH-
Ipes BaHbIYA, YTO OH IIPOCTO He X04YeT 3a HUX
3aCTYIIUTLCA W IIYyCTUTH B XOJ, CBOE BIJIMSHUE.
«OH OBI eIlle MOT, OH MHOT0€ MOKET, HO BOT OH
He XO0YeT, He X04YeT — 4YeM JKe ero pasikaJo-
6uTh?! Mu y Jirofiel CoBCeM HeT CepAlLia, WIh UM
PafoCTHO BUETH ITOrUbeIb HEBUHHBIX? ! »

— AHjipeit HMBaHBIY, ToJyOUYUK, — 3aJIMBa-
Jach caesamu /lappsa MuxanjoBHa, — CMUJIYHUCA
’Ke HaKOHeIl, Be[lb eCThb >Xe y Tebs cepaue? Hy,
MY>K BUHOBAT, HY, 1 BUHOBATa, XOTh He BeJal, B
yeM MO BUHA, HY, HaC U KasHUTh, Ja JleTel 3a
4T0 Ke? Beb BOT XOTh OBl MallleHbKa, pasBe ca-
Ma OHA... Be[ib, OTel] PeIlu... IIPOTUB ero BOJIHU
OHa UATYU He Morya. U 4, riynasg, BHHOBATa, MO-
7KeT, B 3TOM [esle... CHUMU MOI0 TOJIOBY, a JeTe
He ryou!

— AX, KHATHHS, [1a 1-TO TYT IIPU YeM JKe, UTO
7K C MeHd BBI XO0TUTE? Sl HU4Yero He MOTY, I HU4Ye-
T0 He 3HAIOo, 51 TYT B CTOPOHE.

— Aunpent BaHbId! MHOI0O THI MOJXKeIllb, He
obMaHeIllb MeH{, 3Hal0 4, 9 BCe, Belb... AHpen



MBaHbIU... MaTtylllKa, cyfapblHA Mos, Mapéda
VBaHOBHa, — ob6palljajach OHa U K KeHe OcCTep-
MaHa, — Beab BOT M y Bac, bor gact, BEIPACTyT
[leTKH, BeJlb BOT U C BaMU 6efia MOYKeT IIPUKIIIO-
YUTHCS, BCe MBI 101 boroM xomuM, Tak XOTh pa-
U [IeTOK, paJyu UX CYacThs OyAyIIero, IoyKase-
Te BBl MeHs, HeCYaCTHYI: 3aMOJIBUTe CJIOBO He
3a MeH4, a 3a IeTer MOux!

JTa CIleHa CTaHOBUWJIACH CJIMIIIKOM JIMHHOM
U CIMIIKOM TspDKeJIo. HecMOTpss Ha Bce CBoe
TeprieHHe, OcTepMaH BHJeJ, UTO HYKHO JKe IIO-
JIOKUTDH €U KOHeIl,

— Kuarung, — ckasaja oH, — el — bory, MHe
HEeKOrza, B BepxoBHEBIN COBET CIIEINUTEL HaJ0, TY-
Ila HbIHYe IIpHUeJieT caM UMIlepaTop, 6010Ch OII03-
naxo!

OH peIuTeJbHO BEIPBAJ CBOE IIaThe U3 PYK
Japbu MUXaMJIOBHBI U yIlles OT Hee. OHaA OCTa-
JIachb B/IBOEM C ero >KeHOM.

—Tak ¥ y Bac HeT HHUKAKOIO CepAla, — C
y’KacoM B3IVISIHYJIa OHA Ha 6apoHecCCy: — U BbI
Bparu JiroTele! 3a6blia, BUIHO, THI CyJapblHd, BCe
MOM JIaCKH, BCI0 MOI0 Apy>k0y! Kak HyKHa s OBI-
Jla Tebe, TaK PYKH y MeHd IiejioBajia, a BOT Te-
IIephb U CJIOBA 38 MeHA CKa3aTh He X0Uelllb!..



baponecca OcrepMaH, IIpUy4YeHHass My>KeM K
CHepsKaHHOCTH, He 0TBevaJia HU CJI0BA.

— Tak BOT 4UTO g CKa)Ky Tebe! — CHOBA 3aro-
Bopmaa /Jlapba MuxaljoBHa, IIOSHKUMAAChH; OHA
BApPYT IlepecTasia IIaKaTbh, BBHIIIPAMUIIACH, KakK
OyaTo Hcue3sia BCS ee cJ1ab0OCTh U BCe ee OTYast-
HUe, IJ1a3a ee BCIBIXHYJIU. — TaK BOT UTO g CKa-
2Ky Tebe: TIOTIOMHMUIIG ThI IeHb 3TOT U Yac 3TOT
nmonoMHHUINL! Kak MeHs Tellepb OTTOJIKHYJIA, TaK
U Tebsd OTTOJIKHYT; KaK 3a MOUX JIeTel He 3aCTy-
MIHUJIaCh, TAK U 3a TBOUX HeE 3aCTYIITCS, U Yy Tebs
OyZeT Ta Ke y4acTh, UTO ¥ Y MeHI — U HU B KOM
THl He HalJelllb IIOALEPKKU B JeHb TBOU Uep-
HBIN: 3a MeHs Tebs1 bor HakaceT!

U Jlappss MuxaiiJioBHa yIilIa, OCTaBUB 3a CO-
6010 mocIefHUU IP06JIeCK Hale)Kbl; Telleph IIe-
pen Her He OBLIO Jake U COJIOMHHKH, 33 KOTO-
Pyr0 GBI OHA MOTJIa YXBAaTUTHCH.

A B 3T0 BpeMd B BepxoBHOM TaitHOM CoBeTe,
LIelCTBUTEJIbHO, CaM UMIIepaTop 3acefaTh U3BO-
JniI. TBepA0I0 PYKOXO IIOAIIUCEIBAJI OH YKa3:

«IToHedHce Mbl 8Cemuocmusetiuiee Hame-
peHue 831U om ce20 8pemMeHuU camu 8
BepxosHom TaiiHom Coseme npucym-
cmeosams U 8CeM yKa3am omnpasaeHHbl-



MU 6blmb 3a noonucaHuem co6CcmeeHHoU
Hawell pyku u BepxosHozo TaiiHozo Coge-
ma: mozo paou nogeieau, 0abvl HUKaKue
YKA3bl U NUCbMA, 0 KaKux 6bl 0e/1ax OHble
HU 6bl1U, KOMOpble 0M KHA3 MeHWuKo8a
UAU K020-AU60 UHO20 NapMUKYASPHO NU-
CaMbl, UIU OMNpasaeHvl 6ydym, He Cay-
wams U N0 OHbLM OMHH0Ob He UCNOJ-
HSMb, N00 onaceHueM Haule2o 2Hesa, U 0
cem ny6.auKko8ams 8CeHapooHO 80 8CeM
2ocydapcmee u 8 golicke u3 CeHama».

ToJBLKO UTO OBLI IIOAIIMCAaH yKa3 3TOT, KaK I'O-
Cygaproo IIpHUHEC/TIX ITHMCBMO MeHIIUKOBa, IIepe-
C/IaHHO€ UM 4Yepe3 CasIThIKOBA:

«Bcemunocmusetiwuii 2cocydaps umnepa-
mop, — nucan MeHWuKo08, — no 8auezo
UMNepamopcKo20 geauHecmsa ykasy cka-
3aH MHe apecm U Xomsi HUKaK020 8bl-
MbIUIEHHO20 neped 8aUM geauUe-
CMB0M nozpeuieHuUs 8 C08ecmu He Haxo-
JCy, NOHedxce 8ce HUHU S padu styvuietl
N0./1b3bl 8AULE20 BeAUUECMBA, 8 UeM c8Ude-
mebCmayrcb HeAUUeMepHbIM CyooM Bo-
JHCOUM, pasee Modxcem 6blmb, HMo saule-
My geauvecmay uau ecearobesHetiwetl
cecmpuue saulell ee UMnepamopCcKoMy
gblcouecmay YHUHU 8 3a08eHUU U Hegede-



HUU UAU 8 MOUX K 8aULEMY 8eaUHeCm8Yy
0/151 N0/1b3bl 8awell NpedCcmasIeHUsX: U 8
maKkom Moem HegeoeHUU U Hed0yMeHUU
gceHudcatiue npouty 3a eepHvle MoU K 8a-
wemy gesiuHecmay C/yHcobbl 8CeMUN0CMU-
geliuwle2o npowleHUs, U 0addbl saule geauue-
CMeo U360.1UAU NO8esieMmb MeHS U3-N00
apecma 0c80600uUMb, NAMSAMYS U3peue-
Hue Hawezo Xpucma Cnacumensi: ,,0a He
3atidem co/iHue 8 cHege sauem*. Cue ace
npeoaro Ha gcemuiocmusgetiuiee 8aule2o
ge/luvecmaea paccyxcoeHue: s e obewia-
H0Cb MOI0 K 8auleMy 8euvecmay eep-
HOCmb codepacams dadxce 0o 2poba moe-
20».

3areM MeHIIIMKOB MHCAJ, YTO CaM IIPOCHUT
«J[JII CBOEU CTAapOCTHU U OO0JIE3HU» OT BCeX JeJI
€ro YBOJIUTE. /lajibIlle OH OIIPaBAbIBAJICI B HEKO-
TOPBIX B3BEJEHHBIX HA HEr0 0OBUHEHUSX, Pa3b-
SICHISL CMBICJI CleJTaHHBIX UM IIpUKa3aHUU, U 3a-
KaH4YMBaJ IIUCHMO, IIPOCA MUJIOCTUBOIO IIPOIILe-
HUL.

— UTo >Ke, Ballle BeJIMYECTBO, — 0OpaTHJICA K
uMIitepaTopy OcTepMaH, — IIPUKaKeTe MHE OT-
BeT KHA3I0 MEHINMKOBY COCTaBUThH WIH CaMU
HaIHcaTh U3BOJIUTE?



— 4 HrJyero oTBevaTh He X04Uy Ha 9TO ITHCE-
MO, — 3aMeTHJI uMIlepaTop. — A make >KaJielo,
YTO IIpOYeJI ero.

Tak ¥ He BBIILIO MEHIIMKOBY HHUKaKOIO OT-
BeTa.

B aToM ’>Ke 3acefjaHUHU pellleHa 6blIa Ha IIEp-
BOoe BpeMd yuacTh AsekcaHapa /laHuiaoBHYa. ba-
poH OcTepMaH COYMHHJI LOKJIAJ «0 KHsi3e MeH-
IIIMKOBE U O JPYI'UX JIMIaX, K HeMy OJIM3KHUX», U
pesoJIroIus 3apaHee O6blIa pellleHa Tak:

«MeHWuKos8a AuWUms 8cex HuUHo8 u opoe-

HO8 U CcOC/1amb 8 0a/lbHee UMEHUE e20
OpaHueHbypa».



XIl

B MI'HOBeHUe OKa II0 BceMy IleTepO6ypry pac-
IIpOCTPaHWIaCh BeCTh O IMafileHUM MeHIIHKO-
Ba. C 8 ceHTI6psA OBICTPO IIOSBJISJIUCH U IIPUBO-
OUJINCH B HCIIOJIHEHHE PacIopsOKeHHUs, Kacarlo-
ITMecsd ero CKOpeMIlel BBICHIIKM K MECTY CCBLI-
KU. OIATh KapayJabl IBapAuU CTOSIU ¥ BCEX BXO-
II0OB M BBIXO/0B MEHIIIHKOBCKOIO JI0OMa; HO He C
TOM I1eJIbI0 Y>Ke CTOSIJIM OHU, KaK BO BpeMs IIpe-
ObpIBaHUA 3[JeCh UMIlepaTopa.

MeHIIIUKOB yIaja AyXOM, CMUPHJICI U He II0-
IaBaJs rosoca. [ImcbMO K UMITepaTopy, OCTaBIIIe-
ecsd 6e3 oTBeTa, OBLJIO IIOCIIEJHUM aKTOM IIPOSIB-
JIEHUS1 eT0 CO3HATeJbHOU BoJIM. Temeph CTpall-
HO IIOXYIEeBIIWUN W WU3MEHUBIIHUNUCHA, COCTApPUB-
IIIUUCA Ha [eCAThb JIeT, OIIUpPasiCh Ha KOCTBHLIb,
OpoaMJI OH, KaK TeHb, II0 OIIyCTeBIIEMY [OMY.
MHOr0 4acoB IIPOBOJWJI OH B CHIIaJIbHE >KeHBbI, Y
ee ocTesny, /lapbsa MuUxailyloBHa JieKajla HeBU-
’K1Ma; He BBIHeCJIa OHa BCero, YTO CJIYYUJIOCh
B IIOCJeJHHE [HU, U, BEepHYBIIWUCHb TOMOM OT
OcTepMmaHa, He MOTIJIa Jake 1o6paThcs 0 CBOeH
KOMHATEHL: JKeCTOKHM IpUIaZoK Ilapajnya OT-
HaJI y Hee HOTU. OHa TO’Ke Kasajach Tellephb, B



CBOEM IIOCTesIH, COBEpPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHOK: He
IIaKasia, He CTOHaJIa, He YKaJloBaJach — TOJIBKO
MoJsiuiIach. Ilocie MOJITHX JIeT CYIIPY>KeCKOM, Ja-
JIEKO He CYaCTJIMBOM >KU3HU, HeCcyacTbe CHOBA
cosmsuiao /JlaHuieida U JapbloiiKy. OHa —
HeJBIDKUMas, pasburas, ¥ OH — eJle IIeBeJIUB-
LINHCS, pa3bUTHIM He MeHbIlle ee, IIOHIIU IpyT
Ipyra, IOHSIN, UTO TOJIBKO JAPYT B Jpyre C 3TOH
IIOPBI OHU MOTYT UMETh IIOJJeP>KKY; TOJIbKO OHU
OJHU B/IBOEM U ObLIM Ha BCEM CBeTe: BCe 0T HUX
OTIIATHYJIOCH, Jake IeTH He MOIJIM CKpPBLIBaTh
CBOero IIPOTUB HUX pasapakeHus. U cTapuKH
IIOHSJIN, YTO JIEeTH I105KaJIyH, U IIpaBHL.

A B oMe, MeXy TeM, TO U JeJIO II0SBJIS/INCE
IOJDKHOCTHBIE JIWIla, OTOMpAaBIINE MeHIIIHUKOB-
CKHe Bellly, pacIlopspKaBIINecs ero COGCTBEHHO-
CThI0. [Ipeskze Bcero oToOpaid y HEro U IoBe3JIx
BO [IBOpeI] aHApPEeeBCKYI0 M aJIeKCaHIPOBCKYIO
KaBaJIepuH, II0TOM CTaId JiesiaTh OIIKMCh BCEMY
er0 COCTOSHMIO, a COCTOsIHHe OBLJIO OoJIbIlioe. V
Hero 0KasaJIoCh [eBSIHOCTO OJHAa ThICI4Ya [IYIII
KpeCTbssH U CeMb MUWJIIMOHOB TOTAAIIHUX PYO-
Jle¥ JleHbraMy U 6aHKOBBIMM OMJIeTaMU; HO U
9TUM, KaK TOBOPWJIH, ellle He HCYepIIbIBaJIOCh
BCe COCTOSIHHE CBETJIEHIIero: IIoJaraa, 4YTO



MHOIO€ OH yCIIeJI BOBpPeMs CIIPITaTb B HaerK-
HOe MecCToO.

HeBbIHOCHMOEe BIledaTeHHe IIPOU3BOMII Te-
Iepb 3TOT OTPOMHBIN I0M; Ka3ajoCh, UYTO B HeM
IIPOMCXOLUT JieJIesK HaCJIeACTBA II0C/Ie IIOKOMHH-
Ka. Ho 3aTOT IMOKOMHUK ellfe OBLI KUB: OH OBLI
3/1eCb U IIPUCYTCTBOBAJ IIPU JeJieke CBOEro Ha-
ciaencTBa. OH OBLI )KUB U ellle TaK HeJlaBHO II0[-
MHCHIBAJICA C TAKUM THUTYJIOM: «MBI, AJleKCaHAp
MEeHIIINKOB, PHMCKAaro M POCCHUMCKAro TIoCy-
JapCTB KHA3b Treplior VDKOPCKUM, HacsIe[HBIN
TOCIIOAWH ApaHUOypXa U UHBIX, ero I1apCKaro Be-
JIM4YeCTBa BCe POCCHMCKAro IIEPBLIM [IeMCTBU-
TeJbHOU TallHON COBETHUK, KOMaHAYIOIIIUU Te-
HepaJl — ¢eJsibAMapIliajJ BOMCK, reHepasl — TIY-
6epHaTop rybepHUH CaHKT — IIUTEPOYPXCKON U
MHOTHUX IIPOBHHIIEH €r0 MMIIePATOPCKAaro BeJIH-
yecTBa KaBaJjiep Cesararo Auzpesa u CiioHa U be-
Jioro u YepHaro OpJIOB, U IIP. ¥ IIP. U IIp.»

Tereps reprior M>XopcKui 61T IIPOCTHIM pac-
c1abJIeHHBIM CTapUKOM; BCH €r0 >KHU3Hb [0 II0-
CJIe[THET0 BpeMeHH IIpe/ICTaB/IsIachk eMy KakK Ka-
KOe-TO JlajIeKoe CHOBHJIeHUe, eMy Ka3asloCh, UTO
BOT TOJIbKO Tellepb U eCThb HacTosAIas KU3Hb,
4TO OH IIPOCHYJICS.



[TIo3gHO BeuepoM, BEPHYBIIUCH U3 CIIAaJIbHU
JKeHBbI, AjleKcaH/p /laHWJIOBUU 3allepcsd B CBOeH
KOMHATe U CO CTOHOM OIIyCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHU IIe-
pell OTPOMHBIM KHOTOM: OH BZAPYT II0UyBCTBOBAJ
B cebe CHJIBI U1 MOJIUTBBEL. HUKOIZAa, B caMble
TsSDKKHeEe MUHYTHI CBOel )KU3HU, He IIpuberas oH
K 3TOMY CpPeACTBY, U BOT Tellepb, KOTJa HUUETO
y>Ke He 0CTaBaJIoCh, OH BCIIOMHMJ 0 bore. MUHY-
THI IIUIX 38 MUHYTaMU: 4ac IIpOoIles — APYIoH, a
KHS3b BCe CTOUT Ha KOJIEHAX, BCe MOJIUTCH: CJIe-
3b1 6eryT U3 Ijla3 ero HeyJep>KUMO — TUXUe, HU-
KOIJla He U3BeJlaHHbIe UM CJIe3bl; KPyIIHbIe Kall-
JIA TI0Ta CTPYSTCS II0 BBICOKOMY OJIeTHOMY JIOY
ero, ¥ C 3TUMH CJIe3aMU BCe TUIlle CTAaHOBUTCS B
U3My4YeHHOHU payie ero. Elle Buepa OH ObLI—
y»Kac, oT4asgHUe, 37106a U HerojoBaHUe, eIle Cce-
rojiHgd B 6eCCUJIbHOM 37100€e IIPOKJIMHAJ OH Bpa-
T'OB CBOUX, a BOT Tellepb eMy Ka)KeTCsl, YTO HUKa-
KHUX BparoB HeT, UTO HUKAaKOIO HecyacTUs He
CJIyYMJIOCH C HUM M YTO, HAaIPOTHUB TOTO, IIPHU-
nuio crnaceHue. OH BCIIOMHUHaeT BCHO JKU3Hb
CBOIO, BCIIOMMHaeT BCe HUKOMY HEU3BECTHOE,
Iake )KeHe HeU3BECTHOE, la’Ke UM CaMHUM I103a-
OBITOE, U 3TO HEeH3BeCcTHOe U I103a0bITOe BCTaeT
Telephb Iepel HUM. OHO CTpaIllHO, y>KaCHO — B



HeM Ipex M IIpecTyiuieHue! M MOJUATCA KHA3b
Anexcanzap /laHWIOBUY, U ObeT cebs B IPYZb,
HeJIUIIeMepPHO pacKauBasiCh BO BCeX TEMHEIX Je-
JIlaX CBOero BeJIUMYHs, U UYyAUTCA eMy, UTO TyT
cemyac, 3a ero CIIMHOM, CTOMT OTPOMHBIMH, CTPAIll-
HBIM IIpU3paK BeJMKOI0 HMIlepaTopa, 06MaHy-
TOTO Apyra.

«Pab HeOJaroflapHbIi, — IIeIYeT 3TOT IIPU-
3pak. — He g i1 BbIBeJsI TeOsI U3 HUYTOXKECTBA,
He s JIU BO3BeJI TeOs I1aye 3aC/IyT TBOUX Ha Bepx
3eMHOI'0 BeJIMYUs; He 5 JIM, B CJIab0CTU MOEro
cepZlia, IPUKphIBaJ Bce TBOU 6e33aKOHUS, IIPO-
a1 Te6e MHOTOKPaTHO, TOT/iA KaK JOJ/DKEeH OBLT
KapaThb pagu bokecKOM M 4YesIoOBeYeCKOM CIIpa-
BeIuBOCTHU?! YeM JKe 3aIIaTHJI ThI MHe 3a 3TO?
Brula I HesulleMepHa JII0O00Bb TBOSI, IIOMBIIII-
JIJI JIM ThI HeIIpecTaHHO 0 6Jjiare rocyfapcrsa,
BBEpPEHHOIO B TBOU pyKH? HeT, Thl 3a6bIBall O
HeM, ThI TOJIBKO 0 ce6e aymast! Y BOT ThI IIPOHUK
B caMble He/ipa MOero CeMeMCTBa, ThI II0CESI 3JI0
B ZIOMy MOEM U ellle cebs )Ke CUMTaelllb 0CKOPO-
JleHHbIM! CMUpPHUCH, pab JHIleMepHbI, CMUPUCH
U Mo ['ocriofia, YTOGBI OH IIPOCTHUII TPeXU TBOU;
LOJITUM pacKasgHUeM, TsDKeJIbIMHU THIMU 3arjiajlb
BUHEI CBOH!»...



N moisnTcsa, Bce MOJUTCA KHA3b AJIeKCaHZpP
JaHWIOBUY, U TUIlE CTAHOBUTCS IIEIIOT OIPOM-
HOTO IIpu3paka. BoT yires aToT mpuspak — HeT
HUKOTO0, TOJILKO BOr OWH C/BIIIHUT pacKauBalo-
L1erocs IpelrHuKa, ¥ HeBeqoMas THUIINHA U NY-
IIIeBHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE He CXOLAT B MATEXHYIO
ero AyImry.

HeysHaBaeMbIM, OOHOBJIEHHBIM YeJIOBEKOM
BCTaJI MEHIIIUKOB CO CBOEM TOJITOM MOJIUTBEL: HE
OBLIO 371001 U He ObLIO Tellepb B HeM OTYasHUS.
«Bce K syuriieMmy: bor BCmoMHMII 060 MHeE, — ZIy-
MaJl OH, — HYKHO MOJIUTBECS, HYKHO 3aMaJlu-
BaTh rpexu csou!..» Y IIolres KH4A3b K JKeHe, Ha
KOJIEHSIX CTaJI IIPOCUTH IIPOIIEeHUsd, IIPOCUII IIPO-
I[eHUd V JeTell CBOUX U BEIIIEJ OT HUX COBCEM
YCIIOKOeHHEIN. K HeMy IIPUIIIU U CIIPOCUJIH €T,
He IIOJKeJlaeT JIM OH BBIIIPOCUTH Cebe UTO-HU-
O0yab y rocyzaps, IIOTOMYy YTO Ha 3aBTpa Ha3Ha-
YeH ero BhIE3]I,

— Huyero MHe He HA0, — OTBETHJ AJIeK-
caHap JaHWIOBUY, — CIIPOCUTE JKeHY, CIIPOCUTE
neTeu, OBITh MOYKET, OHU UTO-HUOYIb CKaXKyT, a
sy ero UMIIEpPaTOPCKOro BeJIMYyecTBa IIPOIIY O[I-
HOM TOJIBKO MHUJIOCTH, C BEJIUKOK IIOKOPHOCTBLIO
IIPOIIY g ee: IIyCKad II0BeJIETh M3BOJIUT, YTOOBI



JOXTYpP MOM U JIeKaph IIBEJCKON IIOPOMLI, II0JI0-
HEHHBIA U IIPU MHe >KHUBYIIHH C ABaAllaTH JIeT,
CO MHOI0 OBLJI OTIIYII[EH.

Tocyzmaph UCIIOJHWII 3Ty IIPOCHOY MeHIIHKO-
Ba U OJHOBPEMEHHO C TeM IIOBeJIeJ, YTOOBI
BIIpeJb 0OPy4YeHHOM HeBeCTOM B I]epKBax He II0-
MUHaJIM U YTOOBI HeMeJJIEeHHO B3sIM Y MeHIIH-
KOBa 60JIBIIION AXOHT. «TOJIBKO IIOCKOpee GBI BCe
OHHU yeXaJIy 0TCIofa!» — 06 bIBUJI UMIIepaTop.

B TOT ’Ke [eHBb, B YeTHIpe 4Yaca IIOIIOJIYIHH,
HasHauveH OBLI O0The3], MeHIIUKOBBIX. KHATHHA
Japbsi MuxaijioBHa HeOCHOBAaTeJbHO Oosach
Ka3HU My»ka. IIokyza rocyapb OTHecCs K HeMy
BeCcbMa MHJIOCTHBO; OH He X0TeJI eMY 3JIa, OH XO-
TeJ TOJBKO OT Hero M36aBUTHCs, XOTeJl 3HATh,
4TO OBIBIIMWM JIIOTBIA Bpar JajieKo, YTO Heyero
60ATHCS CTOJIKHOBEHUM C HEHaBUCTHBIM UeJsIOBe-
KOM MU 4YyThb JIK He OOJIbIlle ellle HeHaBUCTHOM
HeBeCTOM.

K veThIpeM yacaM BOKpPYT AoMa MeHIIIUKOBA,
110 Habepe)XHOM BacHUIbeBCKOro 0CTPOBa, cobpa-
JINCH TOJIIIBI PasHOIO JII0Za CO BceX CTOPOH Ile-
TepOypra. /laBka Oblla CTpallHas: BCeM XOTe-
JIOCH B3IVITHYTH Ha IaBIIIEro BeJIbMOXKY U Ha ero
JOMOYa/IleB, Ha [JapCKyr HeBecTy. BoT oxHa 3a



OPYTOM CTalIH IOABbe3KaTh K 00JIBIIIOMY KPBLIb-
Iy KapeTsl IIeCTepHsIMH; BOT HACTeXb PaCTBO-
punuch aBepu. KTo 6511 6J1MKe, TOT YBUEJ BBI-
COKYI0, COTOEHHYI0 QUIypy BUepalllHero BjacTe-
JIMHA; 32 HUM BeJIH II0J, PYKH II0UTH HeIBUIKU-
Myl Japbio MuxaiaoBHy. CBeTJIeHIIUU KHA3b
CeJI C )KeHOI0 W CBOslYeHUIler0, BapBapoil Apce-
HBEBOM, pasfessaBIIYI0 UX y4acTh, B IIEPBOM Ka-
peTe. OH HM Ha KOr0 He B3IVIAHYJ, XOTSI COTHH
IJ1a3 OBLIM yCTpeMJIEHBI Ha JIMII0 ero; BCe IIopa-
3WINCh HeoObIYallHON IIlepeMeHe, IIPOUCIIIEe]:-
rer B MeHImMkoBe. OH UMeJI BUJ, IPSIXJIOTO, US-
HYpPeHHOI0 60JIe3HBI0 CTapHKa, HO B TO JKe Bpe-
Ms JIMII0 er0 OBIJI0 COBEPIIEeHHO CIIOKOMHO: Ha
HeM He OTpa’kaJIoCb HU CMYII[eHUs, HU 0TYasd-
HUA.

Kuaruna /lapegd MUXaiI0BHA TO>Ke HU Ha KO-
T'0 He B3IVIIHYJIA U €’KeCeKyH/THO KPeCTHUIacCh.

HxX xapeTa oTbhexajla Ha HECKOJIBKO II1aroB U
OCTaHOBMWJIACh; 3@ HEK K KpBUIbIY IIOAbexasia
opyrad. B 3Ty KapeTy IIOMeCTHJICA MOJIOZOM
KHA3b MeHIINKOB. OH NIPHUKPBUI ILIAIIOM BCe
CBOe JIUIIO, TaK YTO HUKTO €r0 He BHUJes; C HUM
BMeCTe ycejachb CTapas, KpollleyHas KapJIuIia.
OThexasia ¥ 3Ta BTOpas KapeTa. BBICTpoe IBHKe-



HHe IIPOIIJIO B TOJIIIe HAapoJa, BCe PasoM yCTpe-
MHJIACH B30paMH K JIBepPsIM, U3 KOTOPBIX ceryac
IOoJDKHaA Oblla IIOSBUTBHCA OBIBINAs IjapcKas
HeBecTa. BoT 1 el mofaHa KapeTa, BOT M OHA II0-
Kasajach — HO HHKTO He YBHJeJI JIMIla ee, OHa
TaK >Ke, KaK M OpaT, ero 3sakpslia. Miapiias
cecTpa ee, KHsDKHa AJleKcaHfpa, IIeflias 3a
HeI0, TOPbKO ILIaKala, HeYAep;KHUMO BCXJIHIIBI-
Baf, KaK pebeHoK. OHa He JyMaJjia 3aKphIBaTLCSA
OT IIOCTOPOHHHUX B30pPOB, OHa 3a0bljIa, UTO TOJI-
IIBI HapoZa CMOTPAT Ha Hee. OThexajia U TPeThbs
KapeTa. B ueTBepTyI0 cej 6paT KHATUHU /lapbu
Muxau0BHBI, APCEHBbEB, U APYyryUe IIPUOIHKeH-
HEIe JII0AU. Bce, HAYMHAs C CBETJIEHIIIEr0 KH3S,
OBLIM OfleTHl B 4yepHoe. Ilocie 4yeTBepPTOM Kape-
TBI CTAJM IIPUOIMKATHCA 9KUIIAXKU, HAIIOJIHEH-
HbIe CJIyTaMH U BeIllaMH.

[Toe3s OBLI OTPOMHBIM, €ro COIIPOBOXKZAAT
IBapAeMCKUN KalluTaH C OTPSZOM B CTO [Ba-
AUaTh 4yesjaoBeK. IIo 3HaKy 3TOro KallMTaHa, II0-
€3]l HaKOHeIl TPOHYJICA BJOJb Habepe)KHOM, H
Hapo/J THXO IIOIIeJI 3a HHM, IIe€peroBapHBasdicCh,
mepezfaBas Apyr APYyTy CBOU 3amMedaHusd. Hauaiu
XOQUTH BCEBO3MOJKHEIE CIyXH. BOT B OJHOM KyU-
Ke TOJIKYIOT O TOM, YTO TeIlleph OTKPBIIHCH BCe



IpPecTYyIUIEHUS U 3JI0JeIHHUd MEeHIIHKOBA; 4YTO
OH XOTeJI COBCEM OTCTPaHHUTL rocyjapss U caMo-
My KOPOHOBAaTBLCS Ha IIPeCTOJI PYCCKUI. I'oBOpH-
JIY, YTO HAWJeHO MUCbMO MeHIITHKOBa KO IBOPY
IIPyCCKOMY, B KOTOPOM OH IIPOCHUT JIaThb €My
B3aWMBI JlecaTh MHUJIIMOHOB, 06ellasCh BO3BPa-
TUTL BJIBOe, KaK TOJIbKO CJieJIaeTcs HMMIIepaTo-
poM. B npyroi Ky4yke 3a caMoe BepHOe Ilepefa-
I0T, YTO C HeJaBHEro BpeMeHHU Ha4vaJIoCh ymaaJle-
HUe TBapZeMCKUX 0QUIIepOB [JIg TOTO, YTOOBI 3a-
MEHUTH HX JIIALMH, IIpeJaHHEIMU MeHIIHKOBY;
TOJIKYIOT O 3aBelllaHUU ExaTepuH:! I. Ho 0 3aBe-
LIaHUKM TOBOPAT y>Ke He B TOJIIIe Hapoja, a B
Kpy’>KKax 60j1ee 6JIM3KUX KO ABOPY. YBEPSIOT TYT
JKe, 4TO reprior F'oJIITUHCKUNA ¥ MEHIIIUKOB 3a-
CTaBUJIH IiecapeBHY EjM3aBeTy IIOAIIMCATL 3TO
3aBelljaHKe BMECTO MaTepH, KOTopas HHUYEro o
HeM He 3HaJa. «Tellepb HecZ0OPOBATHb M TOJIIII-
TUHCKOMY JBOPY: BOH YK MHHHUCTP TOJIIITHH-
CKHU KaKUM MpadyHbIM XomuT! Hy, a uTo X MeH-
IIMKOBBI? Hey>KTO TakK UX M OCTaBAT B OpaHUeH-
bayMme Ha cBo6ofie? PasBe 3TO Kapa 3a CTOJIb Be-
JIMKHE 3JI0[lesTHUA?» 1 NaJbHO30pKHUe JIIOJH OT-
Beda/Id Ha TaKHe BOIPOCHL: «KoHeYHO, He 0CTa-
BAT. CaMoro /[aHW/IbIYa BMeCTe CO CBOTUEHUIIEN



ApceHbeBOM, BapBapoi, conuior B CHOUPE, IIO-
TOMY 3TO BapBapa TO’Ke MHOr0 MyJpHJa, HY, a
JKeHY C JIleTbMM OCTaBAT Ha CB06O[e». B KOHIle
KOHIIOB BCe TakK II0JIarajay, 4To, OBITE MOXKeT, U
HUKOIO Y>K He OyAyT cChllaTh B CUOUPH, HaBep-
HO, U AnekcaHzap JaHuiabld U Jlapbd MUXaUIOB-
Ha IIPO’KUBYT HEZOJITO: JIUIla Ha HUX HeT, eje
I1eBeJsIATCA, He >KUJbIBI OHHM Ha cBeTe! M Bcd-
KM, KTO yCIIeJI B3IJITHYTh Ha CBETJIEHIIIero U Ha
O0eJHYI0O KHATHHIO B IIOCJeJHUe IHU, He MOI He
COIVIACHUTBHCA C BEPHOCTBIO 3TOTO IIPEIIOJIONKe-
HUSL.

Xl

POILIUIO HECKOJILKO AHeH. IlycToi, 3alepThIi

M 3aKOJIOYEHHBIM CTOHUT MEHIIMKOBCKHUHI
I0M, OYATO OJITHe TOJbl HUKTO He )KUBET B HeM.
THuxo BOKpPYT Hero, TOJIbKO BeTep OCEHHUU TyJId-
eT I10 IIIMPOKOMY ABOPY, MUHUTCS 110 Cafy ¥ OOPHI-
BaeT Ha JIETY JKeJITelIye JIMCThbS, U C »Kal06-
HBEIM IIIeIIOTOM KPYTATCSI OHH U MaJaloT Ha 3eM-
JIr0. 1 jajbIie MUMTCA BeTep, X04eT 3abpaThbcd B
OIlyCTeBIIIHe IIOKOH; ObeTCa B OKHAa, U pebesrkaT
OT ero Haropa CTeKJa, HO TyZa, BOBHYTPb, eMy
He IIPOPBaTHCH, U C KaJl060H JIETUT OH 06paTHO,



U OIIATH KPYTUT JIUCTbS, OIIATH KJIOHUT K 3eMJIe
ApeBecHble BeTKU. BOT o6paJics OH 0 cafloBOHA
beceKH — 23X, ABepb-TO 3allepeTb 3a0bLIN —
PBaHyJI OH ee YTO eCThb CHJIBI M pacllaxHyJjach
OHAa — COCKOYMJIa C IIeTesJb M yIiaja. BopBascs
BeTep B 6ece/IKy — BCe B HEeM THUXO; CTOAT I1apye-
Bble CKaMEMKH, CTOST BEIUYPHEIE CTOJIMKA — 3TO
OpUla Jr06MMast Gecellka KHSOKeH. 3JleCh ellfe
HeJlaBHO YCJbIIIaJa KHDKHA AJIeKCaHApa IIPH-
3HaHHE CBOEro >KeHMXa; 37eChb IOIIPeK TOr0 U
KHSDKHa Mapusd He pas ciayllajga ClIajfKue,
JILCTUBBIE peud. ['le Tellepb BCe 3TH JIF00e3HUKH,
BCe 3TH B3JbIXaTeJIH, I7ie Tellepb OeJHbIe [[eBYIII-
KH? B majiekoe M3rHaHUe elyT OHU, U IIOTHAJICA
UM BJIOTOHKY BeTep, U HarHaja UX Ha OOJIBIIOHN
mopore.

Bce Tak ke Me[JIEHHO, C IIeYaJILHOM TOpPIKe-
CTBEHHOCTBIO IIO[JBUTAeTCSd OTPOMHBIN KHsDKE-
CKuil IIoe3]. EMy HaBCTpeuy BBIXOAAT JIIOAU
OKpeCcTHBIe U, pPasvHyB PTBI, CMOTPAT Ha 3TO
HeBHJaHHOe 3pesHine. Harlyxo 3aKpbITHl OKHA
IIePBOM KapeThl, CIYIeHbl U3HYTPH IIIeJIKOBEIE
LITOPBI; AYIITHO B KapeTe, HO HU KHA3b, HU KH-
ITMHA He 3aMedarT AyXoTel. OHHU ob6a YyIUIA B
CBOM BHYTPEHHHI MHUP U TOJBKO U3peJKa IIepe-



TOBapUBAKTCA IPYT C APYIOM: UX pedyd THXHU U
CIIOKOMHBI. TOJIBKO, BUAWMO, C Ka’KAbIM JHEeM
ciabeeT KHATUHSA, BpsAn JU goefeT. [la U KHI3b
COBCEM ILIOX — CKOPO, CKOPO COYAYTCS IIpe/iCcKa-
3aHUA IleTepOyp>KIieB. 3arIIHyJ BeTeP BO BTO-
PyX0 KapeTy — HEeUHTepeCHO: CIMT KpeIKUM
CHOM MOJIOJIOM MEHIIIUKOB, /1a YTO X eMy Te-
I1eph U JlesIaTh, KaK He craTh? HasBy IevasabHbIE
MBICJIM IIPUXOJAT, & BO CHe BCe 3abbIBaeTcs. Pg-
IIOM C HUM He CIIUT, & 30pKO CMOTPHT II0 CTOPO-
HaM Oe3o06pasHas KapJuiia. 3abpaJjiach OHa Ha
IIMPOKOE CHEHbe KapeThl C HOTaMU U CHIUT,
KakK KOM KaKoH, rop6 crepenu, ropb csagy, IIen
COBCEM HET, I0JI0Ba MeXKay ropbaMu, Kak IIIHIII-
Ka Kakas. 3JI0 IIocMaTpUBaeT KapJjulla U Bce
BOPYUT YTO-TO cebe o[ HOC. BieTes BeTep IIps-
MO B OTKpPBITOE OKOIIIKO KapeThl U C pasMaxy
yAAapuiI B JIMI0 6e300pasHOM KapJuile, CAYJI Y
Hee IUIATOK C TOJIOBBI, pacTperias cefible BOJIOCHI,
TaK U 3abupaeTcs B IJ1as3a, B HOC, B yIIIH, TaK U
CBUCTUT HPOKJIATBIN. «IX, 4YT0O6 Tebs!» — KpUK-
HyJla OHa U 3aXJIOIHYJIa OKOIIIKO KapeThl — efjBa
yCIIesI BBLIETETh BeTep.

U 3aKpy>KHJICI OH KPYTOM TpeThbel KapeThl —
CHUJIAT B HEU [IBe KHOKHBL. Mapbd AJleKCaHIPOB-



Ha YK He CKpPBLIBAeT JIUIlA CBOEro — HUKTO Te-
Iepb ee He BUAUT. biiegHasd oHa, 6efHas1, TaK CTa-
JIa, 4TO CTPAIllHO B3IVITHYTH Ha Hee, IIIeKU BBa-
JIWJIUCH, TyOBI I06JIefHeI, KPYyroM IJjla3 — CU-
HeBa. MHOTO cJie3 BBIILIAKAHBI KHSDKHOI, M3MY-
YeHO JaBHO y’Ke ee cepplle, ¥ He Telephb 3TO Ha-
4ajioch, He B IIOCJIefHee BpeMs. Bed JKU3HB Kak-
TO He yJajack Maphe AjeKCaHApPOBHE: BLIpOCa
OHAa JUYKOM, HeJI00MMOI0 [0Uephbl0; He Ha pa-
IOCTh IIPUIIIIO el U HeKJaHHoe Benuuue. OHa
HUKOI7Ia He 3a0J1y>K/1aj1ach U BCe OUeHb SICHO BU-
Iesa. B To BpeMs ellje, KaK OTI}a BCe CUUTaIH
HeIBIDKUMEIM, HEPYIIIUMBIM «CTaTyeM», a B Hel
BUJeJIN OYAYINYI0 TOCYAApPhIHIO, OHA CaMa HUKO-
I7la He Bepuja CBOEU CBeTJION JoJie. Pas TOJIBKO
B JKU3HU M II0KasajJIoCh €M, UTO OHa CYaCTJIU-
Ba — 9TO OBLIO ellle IpU UMIlepaTpulle EkaTepu-
He — MOJIF00MJIa OHAa MOJIOJIOTO TIOJIbCKOTO BHI-
xopiia, Camery, 1 OH el CTPOUJI CBOM KOMILIU-
MEHTHI — U OBLJIO IIOYTH pelleH0 OTHOCUTEJIbHO
ee 6paka c Camreroii. Ho BOT B OJUH [IeHb BCe IIe-
pexymMaHo: uMIlepaTpuria Bblgasa 3a Camery
CBOI0 IIeMAHHUITY, CKaBpOHCKYI0, a MeHIIIUKOB
IIpegHasHaYWI OYb B [TapCKUe HeBECTHI. Pelrn
AJjtekcaHap JaHMJIOBUY BCe 3TO U JaKe 33 HYX-



HOe He CcueJsI IIOTOBOPHUTEL C [0Yepblo; BIIPOUEM,
OHa He IIPOTHBHJIACh, OHA TOJILKO BCe YXOAHJIa K
cebe, [ja IJIaKaJla B oguHOYecTBe. HouM He criazia
U BCe OT BCeX CKphIBaja Mapbsa AjlleKCcaHApPOBHa,
W HUKTO He 3HaJI, CKOJIbKO Ha AyIlle Yy Hee ropsi,
Jla HUKTO 00 3TOM M He CIIPaBJIAJICI: C JeTCTBa
HUKTO He JIIOOHUJI ee, C IeTCTBA OHa HUKOMY He
HpaBUJIACh.

Hagasack HOBasg JKH3Hb: Ilepel KHsDKHOM
€KeMHHYTHO CTaJId IIOSIBJIATHCS HOBEIE JIMILA,
Ha KOTOPBIX OHa IIpeXkie He obpalllasia BHUMA-
HUA U UI1 KOTOPBIX He CyIlleCTBOBasa camMa —
Tellepb 3T HOBBIE JIMI[A YHIDKEHHO e KJIaHS-
JINCh, 3aMCKHBAaJIH, JIOBHUJIH Ka’Kloe ee CJI0BO
IIpeCTaB/IAIMChE CAMBIMHU IIPeJaHHBIMHU [IPY3bs-
Mu. Ho HU OfHOMY M3 HHUX He Bepuyja Mapbsa
AJlekcaHApPOBHA: XOPOIIIO OHA 3HaJIa, YTO BCE 3TO
3HAYUT, MU XOPOLIO IIOHMMaJja, YTO IIPHUJET
JleHb — H pPasoM BcCe IIpeflaHHbIe [IpPY3bs 3THU
OIIATH OT Hee OTBepPHYTCA. TaKk OHO U BBIILIO XO-
POLIIO ellfe, YTO Ha CBOOO/Ie ee OCTaBUJIH, UTO TaK
CKOPO BCe pasbIrpajioch, a TO OBl IIPHIILIOCH IIPO-
JKUTD JI0JITHE TOABI C MBICJIBIO O BEPHOMH, Me/JIeH-
HO IpubImKarolencsa rubeid... O, 3To 66110 OBI
Takoe My4deHbe! Tellepb, KOHEYHO, Jjyd4Ire... /la



4TO U AyMaTh — KHsDKHA HUKOIO M HHUYEro He
JKaslesia, »Kajiejla OHa OJHOTO TOJILKO 4YeJIOBeKa,
KOTOPBIH ellle HeZlaBHO ObLJI TaK OJIM30K C Helo, 0
KOTOPOM OHa MeuTaja Kak 0 OyAaylieM My»Ke —
4eJIOBEK 3TOT OBLI BCe TOT >Ke Camera. B mmociief-
Hee BpeMs TOJIBKO O/IHA U OBbLIa PafOCTh Y KHSDK-
HBI — MeJIbKOM YBUJATh €ro, YC/BIIIATh ero Io-
JIOC ¥ IIOTOM [OJITO >KUTH 3TOM MHUHYTOH. BoT
Tellepb HUKOIZIA YK er0 He YBUAUT, He OyneT
3HATh, I7le OH U YTO C HUM, /Ia ¥ HUKOIO He yYBU-
OUT... MOJKeT, TaK M JIydllle... CKOPO, CKOPO Bce
9TO KOHYHTCH...

«CKOpO, CKOpO! — IIerryeT e Ha yX0 BeTep. —
Cama sHaeIlb, UTO CKOPO...»H JIETUT OH IPOYb OT
KHSDKHBI, OH 3HaeT, YTO U rojia He IIPOMZET, KaK
CTaHeT OH HOCUTBLCA HaJl ee MOTMJIOM B CTpaHe
JaJIeKOM U X0JIogHOM — B Cubupu. Telnepb 10J-
JleTaeT OH K JPYyrodl KHSDKHe, K AJIeKcaHpe
AJleKcaHIpOBHE; OHa TOXKe, OeJjHas1, Bce ILJIaYeT,
ONyXJIM U IIOKpacHe/JH IIpeKpacHbIe IjIasa ee...
HO B Hell eIlle MHOTO0 KM3HH, OHa ellle He BCe IIO0-
Tepsila, XOTh II0oTepsila MHoroe. OHa elre >KaeT
4ero-To, ele He HaMepeHa paccTaBaThCA C KHUS-
HbI0. I BeTep CBUCTUT el B yXo: «He ILIaus,
YCIIOKOMCs, IIPOIJIIHEeT Tebe COJIHIIE, OIATH OY-



Jlelllb exaTh I10 3TOM I0pore, OUATh OJIeCK U IITyM
OKpy>KaT Tebsd, U CHOBA YCJBIIIUIIL Thl JbCTH-
Bble PeyH... a BCe JKe HeHaJl0JIro, HeHa[0JITo0... ¥
THI YHJeIlb 3a HUMH, 3a BCeMH, He Ha pafoCTh,
He Ha CUacCThe POJWINCH BHI, OecTasiaHHbIE!»
Jlasbllle MUMTCS BeTep U 3JI00HO pBeT OH BCE,
4YTO II0IIaZlaeTcsd eMy HaBCTpeuy... K peke 1oje-
TUT — B3AYIOTCI U 3aIIeHATCS BOJIHBI; Ha [IepeBO
HATKHETCSd — CKPUIIUT [epeBO, TPeIlaT Cydbd;
TYT IIOJHHUMAeET IIbLIb CTOJIOOM, 3aj1e3aeT B Ij1a3a
IeIrexo/ly, TaM BpPhIBaeTCd B ILJIOX0 IIPUTBOPEH-
HYIO [IBepb 6eHOI0 KUJIUILA U CTYAUT ero, CTY-
IUT — W HUKAK He BBITHATHL €ro xosseBaM. U
OIIATh, HACKYUYUB 3TUMHU 3abaBaMH, JIETUT OCEH-
HUUN BeTep KO B3MOpPhIO, K HeBe MINPOKOH, U
OIIATH BBETCS BOKPYI MEHIIIMKOBCKOIO 3aKOJIO-
YeHHOTO Ji0Ma U, B3xyBas HeBy, mpo6upaeTcd Ha
Ipyrou 6eper, K IIeTpoBCKOMY CTapoMy Cafy, OT-
KyJla pasjaeTeJUCh IIPUBO3HBIE IITUITHL...
[IpuaBOpHAsA >KU3Hb HAET CBOUM YepeoM,
0’KUBJIEHHO U IIIYMHO — BCE Pa3oM B3JO0XHYJIN
CBOOOZHO, BCe pafpl, YTO Aajek MeHIIMUKOB. Ho-
BbIe 3a00THI Y BCeX Ha yMe U Ha ceprie. MeHIIIH-
KOBEIX HET, HaJi0 eJINTh MX HaCJIeICTBO — KTO
Ke ero ogeaut? Ilepem kKeM IpuUaeTCs CHOBA



CKJIOHATHCSI, KOMY YCTyHaTb AOpPory? XUTpPBIA
HeMell AH/ipe BaHOBUY — BOT Telleph IIepBoe
JIUIT0, BCe 3TO XOpPOLIO IIOHUMAaroT. IloHMMaeTr
9TO, KOHEYHO, ¥ CaM OH, HO 3HaeT, 4YTO TPYZ-
HEHBKO [epkaTbcd. HepaspelIMMeI BOIIPOC
CTOMT Ileper, AHapeeM lBaHOBHMYEM: Belb, OH
BOCIIMTATeJ b HMIIepaTopad, 3HAYUT, HY>KHO XO-
POIIIO BOCIIUTATL €ro, Hy>KHO BBIYUUTH, a IleTp
COBCEM YUYHUTHLCI He XO0UeT, X0UeT >XKHUTbL B CBOe
YAOBOJIBCTBUE. KaK TyT OBITH, YTOOBI U COBECTH
YCIIOKOUTH, /1a ¥ Bpeja HeIIOIIPaBMMOIO He Cle-
JaTh?.. [Ipy MeHIIUKOBe ake Jiydlille 6b1710. To-
rpa OctepMaH OBLT LOOPBIN, CHUCXOAUTEIHLHBIN
4yeJI0BeK, 0COOEHHO PSAZIOM C CBETJIEHIIINM, OH He
HaJjieraJ, Kak ToT... Hy, a Terrepb HeT 3TOro Cpas-
HeHUd. Bcsgkoe 3aMedaHue HeIlpudaTHO IleTpy.
BoT 0oH BCe HOYH HAIIpPOJIeT IyJIdeT C MOJIOALIM
KameprepoM, KHa3eM HMBaHOM JlOJITOPYKHM, JIO-
JKUTCA B 7 4acoB yTpa. 3auKHeTcsad AHpelil MBa-
HOBHUY 0 HEOOXOAUMOCTH yUUTHCI — IleTp cTa-
HeT CyMpaueH, pasgpa’kaTb ero He roguTcsd. Hs-
BepThIBaeTcsa AH/per IBaHOBUY U YCIIOKaUBaeT
cebs CBOMMHU HEYTOMUMBIMHU TPYJaMU Ha I10JIb-
3y roCyZJapcTBa.

Hy, a gpyrue? Kto ke atu npyrue? — KoHeu-



HO, KHA3bsd JIOJITOPYKHE, UX HE CMYyIaeT Co-
BeCThb, OHU 3HAIOT CBOE [IeJI0 U [1eJI0 UX 3aKJIIYa-
€TCs TOJIBKO B TOM, YTOOBI YIOKJaTh IOHOMY UM-
IepaTopy, YTo0 6BITH eMy IIPUATHBIM. OHH XOPO-
1110 3HAIOT, YTO TOJIBKO 3TUM CII0CO60M UM MO>KHO
UM yJepKaThCsd, a He TO — 6efia: ABATCA Bparu U
CIIMXHYT UX TaK ’Ke, KaK CaMH OHHU CIIUXHYJIU
MeHIIMKOBa. BOT y>K IBHUJIMCHL Bparu: Iprexasl
3HaMeHUTHIH KHA3b ['oynIbIH. OIITh cobpasics
POACTBEHHBIN COBeT Yy /lOJITOPYKUX: KaK OBITH C
TotUIbIHEIM? Bacuiinii JIyKUY 00 bABUIL, UTO 60-
SThCSI 0COOEHHO Heyero: KH4I3b ['0JIUIIBIH B QpaBo-
pe He OyfieT, He TaKOB OH YeJIOBeK, OH HU 3a YTO
He MOJKeT 0TKa3aThCd OT CBOEH CaMOCTOSTEJIb-
HOCTH, He MO>KeT CMOTpeTh B IJ1a3a, II0CTOSIHHO
YIrogHUYATh, a U XapakKTep y Hero TsDKeJIbIN:
caMm ce6e IIOBpeuUT Cpasy.

Kuasro HMBaHy /[l0JITOPYKOMY Ha 3TOM POL-
CTBEHHOM COBeTe OBbLIO IIOPYYeHO II0CKOPEeH Co-
OOILIIUTE UMIIepaTopy O TOM, UTO ['OJIUIIBIH B IIO-
cylefHee BpeMs CBeJI APY>KO0y ¢ MeHIIIUKOBBIM U
C HuUM IlepenuceiBajica. KoHeuHO, MIBaH aKKy-
PaTHO HCIIOJIHUJI 3TO IIOPYYeHUe U JIETKO J00UII-
CsA TOro, 4To Jaske IleTp HEMHOIO ITOMOPIIIHMIICH,
KOrZja eMy IOJIOXKHJIM, 4TO KHA3b Mruxaitio I'o-



JIMIIBIH IBUJICS U JKZleT ayAUeHIHUH.

ITeTp XopoIro 3Hajx 060 BCexX 3acayrax Mu-
Xamael ToJHIBIHA M, CKPBIB CBOE HEY0BOJIb-
CTBHe, BBIIIeJ K HEMY U BCTPETHJ €ro O4YeHb
JackoBo. Ho Bacuiuii /IoJITOPpyKUi GBI IIPaB,
rOBOps, YTO KHA3b MHUXaMI0 caM cebe IIOBpeuT
CBOMM XapakTepoM. Ilocse IepBBIX CI0B I'0JIH-
IILIH ceiyac yKe HavaJl:

— MHoro InepeMeH 3acTaj A 3/iech, Ballle Be-
JIMYECTBO, BOT U CBETJIEHUINIEro KHA3d MEeHIIIHKO-
Ba HeT!..

[TeTp HaxXMypHJI 6POBH.

— A 4TO X, KH43b, pa3Be Tebe X0TeJI0Ch, UT00
OH OBLTI 3/1eCh?

— S sToro He ckasajl, — OTBETHJ [OJIMIIBIH.
MeHTHKOB MHe He [IpyI U He CBOM, a TOJIBbKO, I10
HUCTHUHe, Ballle BeJMYeCTBO, He MOI g He CMY-
THUTBLCS, Y3HAaB, YTO TaKOM 3aCIy>KeHHBIM TOCY-
JapCTBEHHBIN YesIoBeK, IIOMOIITHUK IleTpa Besu-
KOI0, yJjaJIeH TaK CKOpo, cocyiaH 6e3 cyna... Koib
eCThb ero BUHa BeJIMKasd, TaK BCe Ha Cyze OBl OT-
KpPBLJIOCh, a 6e3 CyZa CChIaTh 4YesloBeKa He JIa-
Hoe J1eJIO.

IOHBIT HMIepaTOp HUYEr0 He OTBETHI U
O4YeHb CyXO0 IIPOCTUJICA C ['OJIUIIBIHBIM.



JloIropykue TOpIKeCTBOBAaMH. Tellepb MM
HeKOro ObLJI0 604ThCs, pasBe uTo OcTepMaHa, HO
OcTepMaH — OJIVH, er0 MO>KHO CZieJIaTh 6e3Bpef:-
HBIM, @ YHUUYTOXUTD, YIAJIUTh — He TOSUTCI: Ha
KOM JKe Jiejia Torga ocraHyrces? KHa3bs [[0ropy-
KHe JII00AT II0KUTh B CBOE YA0BOJIBLCTBHE, OT Jie-
Jia He GeraroT, [ja U Jlesla He J[eJIal0T, eCJIU MOKHO
CBaJIUTH €ro Ha KOro JPYyroro. A Ha KOIO JKe CBa-
JIUTh, KaK He Ha OcrepMmaHa, 6js1aro paboTaeTt
HeyCTaHHO, HUTJle He CbICKaTh TAKOI0 paboTHU-
Ka! U pelreHo 10 BpeMeHHU BCsS4YeCKU Oepeyb
OcTtepMaHa.

X1V

apoH AHzpeit IBaHOBHY TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYJI-

cs JOMOM U3 3acefaHusd BepxoBHoro TaltHOIo
CoBeta. C paHHero yTpa, He IlepecTaBasi, paboTaJ
OH, U Tellepb, [eMCTBUTEJIbHO, y>Ke He IIPUTBO-
psAsACh, YyBCTBOBaJ cebs ycraBmIvM. Ho foMa, B
ero CKpOMHOM CeMeHMHON 0OCTaHOBKE €ro 0KH-
[laJI0 yCIIOKOeHMe. 3a60TiivBasg KeHa K BO3Bpa-
IIeHUI0 My>Ka IIPUTOTOBHJIA 06e], cama I103a60-
TWIaCh O TOM, YTOOBI BCe OBLIM BKYCHBIE U JIHO-
6umble AHZpeeM MBaHOBUUYeM sicTBa. Cama OHa
Hakpblla eMy IIpUOOp, IIOCTaBUJIA CepebpsiHYyIo



CTOIIKY U OYTBHIJIKY aHIJIMUCKOTO IIMBA.

AHnpeli MBaHOBUY, IIEpeOleBIIUCH Yy Ceb4,
BOIIIEeJI B CTOJIOBYIO U C YIOBOJILCTBUEM 3aMETHII
3a00T/IMBBle IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS >KeHbl. 37eCh, B
3TOM MaJIeHbKOM CTOJIOBOM, OH OBIJI COBCEM He
TEM YeJI0BEKOM, KaKUM IIPUBBLIKJIN €r0 BUIETH
BCe ero 3HaBIIMe. 37eCh OH OBLI caM co0010, Ja-
’Ke JIUII0 ero U3MeHUJIOCH, CIIafiajla C HeTro CIep-
’KaHHOCTb. OH He AyMaJs y>K 60JIbIlle 0 TOM, UTO
TOBOPUTH U KaK Jlep>KaTh Cebs, Telepsb Ijasa ero,
O0OBIKHOBEHHO ONYII[eHHbIE U PEeIKO IJISeBIIHe
IIpsIMO Ha Cc06eceHUKOB, UCKPUJIUCh U CIIOKOMU-
HO U JIaCKOBO 06Opalajrch K BEPHOMY APYTy —
JKeHe.

— O%X, ycTaJsI, MelH repIixeH, — cKasajl OH, —
laBail ckopeu obeaTs!

[IoBTOPATH IIpHKasaHUe OBLIO HEYero: Bce
OBLIIO y>Ke TOTOBO. YTOJIMB CBOM allleTUT, AH-
npeii IBaHOBUUY NOKypHBaJ TPYOOUKY, IIPHUXJIe-
ObIBas IIUBO.

HukTO, 1719711 Ha Hero, He IIpU3HaJ Obl B HEM
OTHOTO M3 BeJIMKUX TOCYJapCTBEHHBIX JIHOZEN
TOTO BpeMEeHH, TOHKOTO AHILJIOMaTa, UCKYCHOTO
uHTpUraHa. OH ObLI Tellepb IOOPBIM, KUPHBIM
HeMeIlKUM OyplieM, CO3laHHBIM, Ka3aJocCh, AJIS



THUXOM CeMeNHOM >XKU3HH, [JI1 TPYOKH U CTOIIKH
IIMBa — W HUYero TaK He JIIOOWJI OH Ha CBeTe,
KaK 3TH pefiKue CBOOOJHBIE YaChl, 3TOT CTapbIi,
IIOTePTHIN TeIUIBIM NUIaQPOK, CTAPYI TPYOKY U
MHBO.

— Hy 4To0, KaKk TaM y Bac? — cIpocusia 6apo-
Hecca Mapda MBaHOBHA, BUJA, UYTO MY>K OTZOX-
HyJ U Tellepb caM pajf OyzeT mobecefoBaTh C
Helo.

— Jla 4T0 Tam, Bce TO Ke... Crracub0, 4YTO HHU-
KTO B JieJla He BMEIIIMBAETCd U BOJIBLHO MHe Je-
JIaThb BCe II0 — CBOeMY. BOT JIrou — KaXKJbIH I0-
TOB YTOIIUTH MEHs B CTaKaHe C BOJOI0, a JIEHb y
HHUX BCe JKe IIyIIe BpakKAbl 1 HEHaBHCTH, YTOIIAT,
TaK BeJb paboTaTh Oy/leT HY>KHO, a 3TOT0 OHU He
JIIOOAT. A YK KaK HEHaBUJAT, KaK HINYT IIPU-
IpaThCd K 4YeMy-HUOYb — BOH HaMeJHU ['0JI0B-
KHH II0J[0IIIeJI KO MHe M TOBOPHUT: «CTpaHHOe Jie-
JIO, TOBOPUT, AH/Ipel MIBaHBIY, YTO BOCIIUTaHME
HaIllero MOHapXxa II0Opy4YeHO BaM». A II0YeMY, I'0-
BOpPI0, CTPaHHOe [eso? «A IIOTOMY, — OTBeYa-
€T, — YTO BBl YeJIOBeK He Halllel Bepkl, 1a U HU-
KaKoM, KayKeTCs».

Map¢a MiBaHOBHA HHUUEro Ha 3TO He CKa3aJa
M CfeJiajia BHUJ, YTO 3aHATA IlepecTaHaBIHNBAHU-



eM IIoCyAbl Ha cToJie. OHa caMa He pas y»Ke II0[y-
MBIBaJjla 0 TOM, KaKOU Bepkl ee N0OPBhIA MYK, AH-
oper MBaHoBUUY. He pa3 u oHa mogHUMasa C
HUM pPeJINTHO3HBIE BOIIPOCHI, HO BCerja KakK-TO
O4YeHb OBICTPO M JIOBKO OT[eJbIBAaJICA OH OT IIO-
OOOHBIX pPAasrOBOPOB, M 3TO 0OCTOSITEIHCTBO
O4YeHb CMYyIIIaJI0 6apoHeccy. «BUIHO, HET Ha CBe-
Te COBEPIIEHHOI0 YeJsioBeKa, — AyMaJja OHa, —
BCe XOpOIII0, @ OJHOTO Yero-HUOyAb BCerga Hezo-
CTaeT 4YeJyioBeKy». M OHa ycepagHO MoJiuiachk bory
U IIpOCHJIa €ro, 4Tob OH IIPOCTHUJI pabdy cBoeMy
AHNpero Bce Ipexu ero BOJIbLHBIE U HEBOJIbHEIE.

— Hy, a rocyzapps 4TO Teleps fegaeT? — II0-
CIlellliJIa OHa IIepeMeHUTHh PasroBOpP, KOTOPBIA
MOT COMTH Ha HEIIPUATHYIO II0UBY U PACCTPOUTH
Aunpes MBaHoBMYa. — BBLI OH cerogHs B CoBe-
TE?

— He 6bL1, MaTyIIKa, He OBLI, KOI/la OH ObIBa-
eT! B mepBEIe ABe, TPU Hedesu 1mocjie MeHIITUKO-
Ba IIpHe3»KaJl, a Tellephb U IJIa3 He KakeT, He TeM
3aHAT — BeceyidTcAa Bce. IIpocTo He 3HAX, YTO U
IesaTh! 3Haelllb Be/lb, YTO BUepa ObLIO — XOTeJl
CKasaTh Tebe, a He yCIIeJ: Bellb 51 BUepa UMeJl
boJibIIOe OOBSICHEHHE C TIOCyJapeM — IIpaBo,
cepAlie v MeHs He Ha MeCTe, UTO S 32 BOCIIUTA-



Tesb! BOT BUepa, OCTaBIIUCH C HUM HaeguHe, U
TOBOPI0 eMy: Ballle BeJNYeCTBO, KMCIIOJHU MO0
CepevHyl0 IIPoCh0Yy — YBOJIb MEHS OT J0JIKHO-
CTH TBOEr0 BOCIIMTaTesis1, U060 MHaye IPULETCI
MHe CTPOTUM OT4YeT [aTh; BeAb OOJDKEH s CJIe-
IOUTH 3a TeM, UTOOBI Ballle BeJINYeCTBO YUUJINCh
U3PSATLHO, a Ballle BeJIMYEeCTBO TOJIBKO O Becesbe
nyMaeTe. OTIyCTH Thl MeHs, XpHCTa pajgu, Ha-
3HayYb Ha MOe MeCTO0 KOT0 JPYIoro.

— Hy, 4T0 ’Xe rocyzapb, 4TO OH CKasai? —
IIOCIIEIIHO CcIIpocuiia 6apoHecca.

— OueHb y>X OH u3yMuiIcd. IIoToM 3arviakad,
CTaJl IIPOCUTH, YMOJIAITL MeHs ocTaTthbcd. «He
OCTaBJIAN MeH$, — FOBOPUT, — AH/pel IBaHbIY,
HUKOTO JIPyroro, KpoMe Teds1, He X04y — J1a ¥ KO-
ro Haupy? I Te6s 106110 cepALeM U Io4yuTaro. S
3Hal, YTO Thl MMeelllb IIPaBO OBITH HeJ0BOJIb-
HBIM MHOM. S 3Ha, 4TO Befy ce6ss HeXOPOILIO».
BOT ¥ TOBOpIO g eMy: TakK ecjIi caM 3Haelllb, I'OCY-
Japb — 0TYero He UCIIPaBUIILCA? Y 4YeslOBeKa
BOJIA [OJ/DKHA OBITh, TBEPAOCTH. BUAWIb, UTO
HY>KHO HITH HalIpaBO, 3a4eM JKe HJelllb HaJle-
B0? CMOTpIO $, roCyJaphb eIe IIylle ILIaver.
«[Ipocty, — rOBOpPUT, — MeHsd, AHapeinn UBa-
HBIY, — HUCIIPABJIIOCH, OYAY YUUTHCS».



— UTo XK, 9T0 X0poIo! — ckasaJjia 6apoHecca.

— To ecThb OHO HEAYPHO, UTO ellle He YCIIeJIHn
€ro OTBpPAaTUThL OT MeHs, JIIOOUT, a U CepAlle y
Hero 100poe, a APYyroro HUYEro XOpPOILlero Her,
IIOTOMY XOTh M oO6eIljaJ OH MHe 3TO BYepa
YTPOM, a K Beuepy 3a crapoe IIPHHAJICI: He IIpe-
0Jl0J1eJlI UCKYIIleHVe — BCI HOYb IIpoberas IIo
ropoay ¢ Z[oJropyKuM.

— OX, yK 3TOT /lOJITOPYKHH, — 03a00UeHHO
II0KavaJia roJIoBo¥ 6apoHecca.

— Jla, Heuero ckasaThb, — YTO HHU [jeHb, TO XY-
JKe; IIPOCTO A3Ba 3TOT /JlOJITOPYKUM, — 3aTOBOPUIL
OIIATH AHIpel MiBaHOBUY. — Yaii, CJIbIIIajga THI,
UTO OH Tellepb C KHATWHeN Tpy6erjkol BOJHUT-
€1 — TakK YTO TeIllephb BBIILIO, TOBOPUTE O TOM
CTBIIHO. Benb KHA3L-TO Hukura TpybGerikod He
Bor 3HaeT KTO: U JApeBHAS QpaMUINsg, U Ha BU-
Iy — a 3Haja OBl THl, KaK C HUM obpalaeTcs
3TOT /[lOJITOPYKUU — HHU CTBIZA, HU COBeCcTH!
[IbgHCTBYeT y HEro B [OMe, pyraeT ero, gake
ObeT, MHe TOBOPWIH, — a TOMY 4YTO K JesaTh?
Krto cmaput ¢ paBopuTtomM? Benp Temeph MHaye
ero y>K U He HasbIBaroT. [Ipo6oBaJl s1 BUepa rocy-
JlapIo 0 HeM 3aUKHYThCS, TaK I106J1efHeJ TOT Ja-
Ke: «HeT, — CKasaj, — He TOBOPHU THl MHe, AH-



Opeil IBaHBIY, HUYETO SYPHOIO IIPO MOETr0 ApPY-
ra, OH MHe TeIlepb 3aMeCTO 6paTa, TakK JIF0OJII0 g
€ro, ¥ HUKOMY, CJIBIIIHIIE ThI, — TOBOPUT, — AH-
oped MBaHBIY, HUKOMY He II03BOJIIO €r0 OOWu-
»KaTb». /la pasBe ogHa TpyOelikas, — OIIAThH pas-
Tpa’kKUTeJILHO 3arOBOPHUJI AHApel MBaHOBUY, —
I1030pP, CpaM, 4YTO OH TaKoe TBOPHUTHL Haval: KO
BCeM IIPUCTaeT, HUKOMY OT Hero HeT CIIaceHbsd, a
3a HUM U JpyTHe MOJIOSUYHUKH IIPHUMEpPY €ro ciie-
AYIOT... XOTb 6B MHOCTPAHHBIX PE3UJEeHTOB IIO0-
CTHIAMINCE! Te y’K CBOMM ABOpPaM OTIIMCBHIBAIOT,
4TO0 B POCCHU YeCTh JKeHCKasg B TaKOH Ke 6es-
OITaCHOCTH, KaK BO Ipajie, B3ITOM HEIIPUATEJI-
MH — BapBapaMHu. /[0 4ero oH JOMHJeT, 3TOT /[0JI-
TOPYKHH, IIOMBICIUTE CTPAIIHO, Ja U Tocyjaps
coBpaTuT. Hy, Telepb MOJIOZ TOT ellle, a Bpe-
MS-TO UJET CKOPO; TOM, ZPYTOM IIPOH/IET, BEIPAC-
TeT — aX, borke MO, IIpaBo, CTPAIIIHO II0AYMAaTh!

B 3T0 BpeMs B KOMHATYy BOekaJla CJIy>KaHKa U
00BsIBHIIA, UTO IIpHeXxaja BeJHKas KHsoKHa Ha-
TaJbsg. OcTepMaH 3aCyeTHJICH, BCKOYMJI H3-3a
CToJIa W IT06eXkaJsl K cebe IlepeofeBaThCs. bapo-
Hecca BCTpeTHJIa BeJIUKYI0 KHSDKHY ITOKJIOHAMU,
paccelmasicb B 6J1arOlapHOCTH 3@ BBICOKYIO
4eCcTh, KOTOPYI0 OHa MM 0Ka3ajla CBOMM IIOCellle-



HUEM.

— Ouenb AHppesa MBaHBIYA HYXHO BUJETE,
OH jomMa? — crpocuiia HaTaibs.

— Jloma, oMma, IIpUHITecca, ceriyac BEIUET.

AHnpeli 1IBaHOBUY He 3aCTaBUJI Cebs I0XKU-
IaThCsd, a 6apoHecca IIOCIEeIIHO BBIILIA U3 KOM-
HaThl, YTOOBI He CTEeCHATH IlapeBHY CBOUM IIpU-
CYTCTBHUEM.

— UYeM 3acayKui d, Ballle BBEICOYECTBO, Ta-
KYIO YeCTh? — IIOUTUTEJIHHO TOBOPHJI OCTepMaH.

— Kakas yectb, AHzpeld HBaHBIY, — 03a060-
YeHHO IIPOroBOpHJIa BeJHMKasg KHSDKHA, — IIOTO-
BOPUTH HYKHO C BaMH, Jla TaK, YTOO HUKTO He
3HaJsI. BoT kaTasiach ¥ 3aexaJia.

— PasBe cry4ymIoCh 4TO, IIpUHITEcca?

— A pasBe y HaC IIPOXOJUT JieHb, UTOOBI Ue-
ro-HUOYAb He Cayduaoch? CerofiHg yTPOM Y Me-
HA OIIATh OBLIO 0OBsACHEHHE ¢ 6paToM. He Mory
s1 CMOTpPeTh Ha Hero paBHOZYIIIHO, YMOPSAT OHHU
ero, — U BeJIMKasd KHSDKHA 3alljlakajla U CKBO3b
CJIe3bl IIPOMOJ/DKala, — KaK ecTb ymMopdar! Benn
OH B CeMb 4acOB yTpa Tellepb CHaTh JIOXKUTCH,
I7le OBIBaeT, YTO JleslaeT, He 3HAI0 51. Cero/iHs JIU-
I1a Ha HeM HeT, 6JIefHBIM TaKOH, /1a II0OCMOTpeJIa
g, W IJ1a3a y Hero KpacHble, TOUHO ILTaKai. «Ile-



THUYKa, — TOBOPIO, — ThI ILIAKaJl, IIPU3HAUCA?»
Hy, BOT OH M IPH3HAJICA, YTO TOYHO ILIaKaJl, U
IIPUYMHOM 3THX CJIe3 IlecapeBHa EiusaBera;
WU ¢ JJOJITOPYKUM OH, WJIH Y Hee. TpeTbero JHA
JBa pasa 3BaThb €ro II0ChLIAJA, 4 OH TaK KO MHe
OT Hee U He BblIIeJI. ['oy6unk, AHgpeli IBaHbIY,
Ha KakKoOM KoHel] Bce 3T0? IIOMOrH, IIOCOBETYH
MHe, KaK CIIacTH ero. S Bce TepIiesa, BCe MOJIYa-
Jla B IIOC/IeffHee BpeMs, HO TaKHe Jiejia Telepb
y3HaJIa, YTO MOJIYaTh He MOTy 60JbIre!..

— UTo ’Ke BBl y3Ha/M TaKoe, IIPUHIlecca? —
THUXO CIIpocuI AHper BaHOBUY.

— A TO, UTO IlecapeBHAa CMeeTCsa HaJg HUM, MY-
YHT €ro, 0Ha BOT C byTYpPJIMHBEIM €T0 HacMeX II0/-
HHUMaeT, BepHEbIe JIIOAU MHe 3TO CKa3aJIH.

— A ByTypJIMH y Hel 4yacTo ObIBaeT? — CIIPO-
cui OcTepMaH.

— IloyTH ¥ He BRIXOJHUT OT Hee, — OTBevasa
Hatasbs, ¥ I71a3a ee 3aCBepKaJIH.

—Hy, 4TO0 X, 3TO HHYEro, YCIOKONTECH,
IIpHUHIeCCa, OOOAPSIOIIMM TI0JIOCOM 3arOBOPUII
AHppeit IBaHOBHUY, — YCIIOKOMTECH, IIPUHIlECCA,
MOJKeT, B ByTypJ/IrHe Bce Hallle CIlaceHbe. Y>K0 s
BCe pasysHal0 M IIOCMOTPIO, UTO HAaAO0 [esaTh.
YTpuTe >Xe Balllk CBETJIbIE IJIa3KH, BEI COBCEM He



OypHBIe BeCTH IpuHecJd MHe. CaMH yBHUIUTe,
BCe K JIy4IlIleMy IIOBEPHEeTCs.

— /la X0Ts 6B1 ¥ TaK, HAJ0JITO JIM? — IIPOIIIETI-
TaJla BeJIMKas KHDKHA.

— Hy, 3To mpyroe fejo! — pa3sBes pyKaMu AH-
Ipeu lBaHOBUY.

ITapeBHa yexasia, 1 OcTepMaH OCTaJICI OIIATH
BJBOEM C >K€HOIO; OH He pacCKashkIBaj € 0 CBO-
eM pasTroBOpe C BeJIMKOW KHSDKHOM, OH XOPOIIIOo
3HaJI, YTO OHa M TakK CJBIIIajJa 3a JABEPhHI0 Bech
pasroBOp 3TOT.

— Tenteps fesia IpuHIlecchl EIM3aBeTHI I1JI0-
XM CTaHOBSATCS, — 3aMeTHJI OH, — HY>KHO JKJaTh
nepeMeH. BoT ckopo B MOCKBY Bce IIoefieM It
KOpoHaluy, a B MOCKBe HOBBIH 4YeJjIOBEK eCTbh,
6aby1IKa, ¥ YesI0BeK 3TOT MOYKeT CTaTh Ba>KHBIM
4eJIOBEKOM JIJI Hac I BceX. UTo K, MEMH Iepll-
X€eH, HalucaJja Thl CTapOM [JapHIie IIMCbMO?

— Hamucana, — oTBeTHsa 6apoHecca, — BOT
4YepHOBOE B KapMaHe, IIPOYTH, BCe OTIIKCAHO,
KaK ThI IPUKa3bIBa/I. — bapoHecca Imofana My>Ky
oymary. OH ¢ GOJILIIMM BHHUMaHHWEM IIPHUHSIJICA
yuTaTh ee. Mapda MBaHOBHaA OcTepMaH IHcasa
napurie EBIOKHH, I03a0BITOM O CHUX IIOP HHO-
KuHe EjleHe, 0 TOM, YTO Bpy4daeT Cebsd B BBICO-



YaUIyI0 ee BeJUYeCTBO MUJIOCTH U IIPU 3TOM
yBepsIa, YTO MYXK ee TOCY/IapIo U e, Ilapulie, co
BCAKHUM yCEpAUEeM U BEPHO CJIY>KUT U CJIYKUTH
oyzmer.

— XOopoIIo, XOpoIllo, TaK, TaK M HYXHO, —
0l0OPUTENILHO KUBaJI T'OJIOBOK AHAper MBaHO-
BUY, YyUTag IHUCbMO 3T0. — Hy, a Temepp U 4,
Mapoyiia, IONMAy TOXKe HaIWIly IlapHuile, OX,
Hy>KHa OHa HaM, OX KaK Hy’>KHa, BeJlb BCe Ke 0a-
OyllKa pojaHas, KpoBb 3aroBopur! MHOroe oHa
CMOYKeT CJeJsIaTh, IIyIlle BCero HY>KHO HaM 3apy-
YUTHCA €€ MIJIOCTBIO. ..

Anppeir IBaHBIY ceJl 38 CBOM pab0o4uiil CTOJI U
IPUHSICA ITHcaTh. OH OIIMChIBAJI CTApPOU Iapulle
CIy>KO0y, COUMHEHHYI0 Ha [IeHb POXKIeHUS ToCy-
Iaps, Ipuaarajg pUCYHOK ¢eliepBepKa, B 9TOT
IleHb COXOKEHHOI0, U MaHU(eCcT 0 KOpOHaIlUH.
JloJITo IIHcaI OH M TaK OKOHYHJT ITKCHMO CBOE:

«dKo0 51 Ha cem cgeme HUYUE20 UHO020 He
Jcenaro, okpome umo6b e2o Hmnepamop-
cKoMmy Besuuecmasy 6€3 8CAKUX MOUX Nap-
MUKY/ASPHbIX npuxometl u cmpacmeti npsi-
Mble U 8epHble C8OU YC/1y2U NOKA3AMYb,
max u Bawe Beauvuecmaeo coussoaume
scemunocmuseliule 6.,1a20Ha0eHcHbL OblMmb



0 Moell gepHetiwell npedaHHocmu K Bawe-
20 Beauuecmea 8blcOKOUl 0c06€ 0 MOM He
pacnpocmpaHsiio, NoHedce 8edaro, Hmo
Kak Eeo Hmnepamopckoe Beauuecmeso
mak u Ee Hmnepamopckoe Bvlcouecmeo
8€/UKASL KHAJCHA, MHe 8 MOM 8epHOe C8U-
deme.1bCMe80 N00amb U380.151M, U 8ePHAS
MO caydcba ecezda 60.1ee 8 CAMoOM dee,
Hedce/U NyCMmulMU C/108AMU S18HA OY-
dem».

— BoT Tak slagHO! — cKasaJs caMm cebe AHpen
VBaHOBUY, IlepeuynThIBasg IIUCbMO CBoe. — OX,
TPYAHO, TPYZHO >KUTH Ha CBeTe: 060 BCeM-TO Ha-
0 II0OAYyMaTh, BCe IIPefyCMOTPeTh, IIpeayrafarh,
a TO Kak pas IIOJIETHUIIH B IIPOIIACTh U UTO OT Te-
0s1 TaM ocTaHeTCs!..

U Anppeit iBaHOBUY cobpasics BO ABopell. Ha
HOBBIe MBIC/IM HaBeJla ero BeJnKas KHsOKHaA Ha-
TaJIbA.



XV

ecapeBHa EjmsaBeTa BepHYJIaCh C IIPOTYJIKH

B CBOHM allapTaMeHTHl U OTJbIXajIa B MATKOM
KpecJie. Ha fyiie y Hee GBLJIO, KaK BCera, CBETJIO
U BeceJIo, OHA C YIOBOJILCTBHEM OCMaTpHBaja
CBOIO JIIOOMMYI0 KOMHATY, YOPaHHYIO0 U YCTPOEH-
HyI0 II0 ee BKycCy. KoMHaTa 6bly1a JOBOJIBHO 00-
IIUpHA, YCTJIaHa MATKUMHU KoBpaMu. Ilo creHaMm
BHCeJU IIOPTpeThl pPOAHEIX: IleTpa BesHKoro,
ExaTepuHBl U JIIOOMMOM cecTprl EnmsaBeTsl —
reproruHu AHHEI IleTpoBHEL BBUI TYyT Takke U
IIPEeBOCXOJHBINM IIOPTPeT IHOI0 HMIIepaTopa,
HelIaBHO C Hero CIIMCAaHHBLIN U IIOJapeHHBIN UM
EnusaBeTe. Y OKHa CTOSJI MOJILOEPT C Ha4yaTOM
KapTUHOM, HaJ KOTOPOM II0 yTpaM paboTtasa
EynmnsaBeTa. MHOTO KHUTI PasJIOXKeHO OBLIO B YI-
JIy, Ha O0JIBIIIOM CTOJIe, IIOKPBITOM TSDKeJIOHN CKa-
TepThio. IlecapeBHa, IpefaBasiCh YAOBOJIECTBH-
sIM, BCerja Haxo[AujJa BpeMs I 3aHATHUN; OHa
IIpeKpacHoO pucoBaJa, I1eJa, Jr0uIa YUTaTh UH-
TepecHBbIe U I10JIe3Hble KHUTU. Telleph OHa BBITH-
HyJla Ha 6apXaTHYI0 IIOAYIIKY CBOM MajleHbKHe
HOTH, 00yThIe B aTJIaCHbIe Ty(}JIH, OTKHUHYJIA IO-
JIOBY U yJIbl6asiach CHJIeBIIEMY IIepel Helo AJIeK-



cagzpy bopucoBuuy ByTypauHy. ByTypauH ObLI
KpacuBBIM, CTaTHBIM MOJIOLOU UeJsIOBeK, O4YeHb
JIr00e3HBINM U 00pa30BaHHBIN JIJISI CBOETO BpeMe-
HH. B m1ociiegHre MecCsIlbl BCe 3aMEeTHIH, UTO Iie-
capeBHa oOpaTwHia Ha Hero 00JIbIII0e BHUMaHUE,
IIOCTOSTHHO K cebe mpurJiamiansa, 06 3ITOM yK BCe
TOBOPMWJIM. B KOMHATy BoIlUIa GperInHa U I10/1a-
Jia mucbMo ErmsaBere.

— AX, ato u3 Kuisg, — o6pajjoBasach Iiecapes-
Ha,— 0T Maspsl IllemnesneBoil. UTO-TO OHA IIH-
meT?

EsmsaBeTa OBICTPO pasopBajla KOHBepT U
IIPUHSIACh YUTATh TUCHMO.

Ee mpesiecTHOe JIUIIO0 OKUBHJIOCH ellle 0O0JIb-
111e, yJIbIOKa pacIpoCTpaHUIACh 110 HEMY U ITOKa-
3pIBaJia Ha I1eKax IIpesieCTHhIe SMKHU.

ByTypJyiiH MoJi4a J1r060BaJICd €elo0.

— YTO0 >k OHa BaM ITHIIET, MJIH 3TO TarHa? —
HaKOHeIl IPOrOBOPUII OH.

— Kakas TayiHa! Iluier, 4TO BCe 30pOBEL
CecTpa e3guia B caHiaX 10 Kuirro, 1 BeCcb TOpoj
TUBOBAJICI PYCCKUM caHAM. basbl y HUX TaM Ye-
pes neHb. Oco6eHHO BeceJsbld 6aj1, TOBOPUT MasB-
pa, 66111 y rpada bacceBuUa, BOT Kak IIUIIIET:

«H maHuesau mMbl mam 00 0ecimMozo ua-



ca ympa u He y0080AUNUCL 8 KOMHAMAX
maHyesams, max cmau NOALCKUIl MaH-
uesams 8 nogapHe U 8 nozpebe».

U 1ecapeBHa W BYTYpJMH TPOMKO 3acMes-
JIUCH.

— BOoT TaM KakK BeceJisiTCs, He HAaIlleMy Ye-
Ta, — roBopmia EjnrsaBeTa, — OT JYIIH BECEJISIT-
cs1. Ilocaymai, yTo gasblie:

«H 8ce dambl KUAbCKUE MaKice maHuesa-
AU, a epagunsa Kacmenav cmapas, nem ns-
mudecsamu, 0XOMHUUA 8eAUKAS. MaHUe-
8amb U nepemaHy08b18a1a 8cex 0am —
MO0.100blX NePemaHy,08b18a.1a».

U erre mmuimeT:

«buwog@ oueHb dypHO maHuyyem, a npuHy,
Agzycm u euie mozo xyoice».

A BOT U ellle, HO BOT IIPOYTH CaM, U IiecapeB-
Ha KpacHes Iepefajia MMCbMO ByTypJyuHY, yKa-
3bpIBas Ha IPUNMUCKY. OH IIpoyYer:

«Edcenu sawenmy gvlcouecmay He 8 npo-

mueHoe no3dpasums ¢ kasasepuero Anek-
caHopa Bopucwuar.

I_[ecapeBHa, BCe TaK Xe y.JIBI6aHCI:> H KpacCHesd,



B3sIa IIMCbMO 06paTHO y ByTypsauHa. OH ¢ BOC-
TOPIOM IJIAZlesI e¥i B IJIa3a, HesKHasd, 6ejrast pyka ¢
IIMCbMOM ObliIa TaK GJIM3KO OT JIMIIA ero, UYTO OH
He MOT yZepKaThCd U I0LIeJI0Ba 3Ty PyKy. EjH-
3aBeTa TUXOHBKO yAapHjaa ero IMHUCHEMOM IIO JIU-
Iy U OIIITh 3acMesyIach.

B 3T0 Bpemd [Bepb OTBOPHMJIACH, K Ha IIOpOre
II0KasaJicd IHBIN uMIlepaTop. OH 0CMOTpeJsI BCIO
KOMHATY, IIPHUCTAJILHO B3IVIAHYJI Ha CMEIBIIIYIO-
Cd, pacKpacHeBIIIylocs Eln3aBeTy, IIOTOM IIepe-
BeJI CBOM IJ1asa Ha ByTypiinHa, 11o6seiHes U Ha-
XMYPHJICA.

— MHe Ka)KeTCs, Tl HUKOI7[a He ObIBaelllb Jie-
JIOM 3aHAT, — He Cep>KHBas CBOEro pasgpaske-
HUs, CKasajl OH ByTyp/nuHy, — s Tebd ellle HUKO-
I71a 3a JIeJioM He BHjeJI!

— BoT parTe MHe [eJio, Ballle BeJIMYeCTBO,
TakK s ¥ Oy[y 3aHAT, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJI ByTyp-
JIVH.

— /laM, HeIlpeMeHHO [aM, a Telepb OCTaBb
Hac, MHe HY>KHO IIOTOBOPHTE C IleCapeBHOM.

ByTypJIMH IOKJIOHHJICA IJIyOOKHUM ITOKJIOHOM
U BBIIIIEJL.

EnBa sarepsiack 3a HUM [Bepb, IleTp Iox6e-
’kaJ K EjM3aBeTe, CXBAaTHJI €e 3a PYKY H IIPO-



IIeITaJl, 3abIXasiCh OT BOJTHEHUS:

— JIusa, JIusa, 3aueM Thl MeHs My4aellb?

OHa U3yMJIEHHO Ha Hero B3IJIsIHYJIA.

— S, 1 Te6s1 My4daro, CKa’Ki Ha MUJIOCTh, UeM?

— Kak 6yxgro cama He 3Haeumlb! UTO X 3TO
TaKoe? BCIKUU-TO pas, Kak IIPUAY K Tebe, Hellpe-
MEHHO y Tebs 3TOT ByTypJIMH TOPYUT, BCETAA Thl
Cc HUM!

— A BOT 4 CjBIIlIajia, UYTO MeHS YIIpeKaroT,
OyaTo 51 Bcerga ¢ To60r, UTo 5 Tebe YUUThCSA Me-
111810, TaK He 3HAIO, IIPaBo, YTO YK MHeE U JIeJIaTh,
BCce HeslagHOo! M ITOTOM CKa’kH, IMOXKAJIYUCTa, TO-
CyZapb, C KaKHX 3TO IIOP THI CTAJ MOUM [I[b-
Koii? Eciu THI BUOUINE ¥ MeHA ByTypinHa, Tak
4TO K TYT MYJAPEHOr0 XU AYPHOro? s 0YeHb JIHO-
JIr0 ByTyp/iiHa ¥ Bcerza paja ero BUAETH, JIHOO-
JII0 TIOTOJIKOBAThH C HUM, OH YMHBIH, BECEJIbIH...

— A 4 He MOTy IOIYCTUTHL 3TOTO, 1 3TOTO He
II03BOJI0! — BOJIHOBAJICA UMIIEpPaTop.

— BoT kak! — 3acmesiiach Esm3aBeTa, Iadad
eMy IIPSMO B IjIa3a CBOMMU )KUBBLIMHU, CBETJIBIMU
rjia3aMu. — BoT kak! MoM MHJIBIH IVIEMSIHHUYEK
X04yeT IIofpakaThb AJeKcaHApy JaHWIbIUY, MO-
UM 3BepeM — Ilep6epoM XoueT czeaThesa! U ueM
Tebe IIOMemas ByTypsnH, 3a UTO ThI TaK He



B3JII00HI ero? CaM ellle HeTaBHO XBaJIHLI...

HOHBIN UMIIepaTOp HUYEro He OTBETHUJI, TOJIb-
KO BJPYT €ro JIMIT0 U3MEHUJIOCh, OH yIIaJI IIepes
IlecapeBHO Ha KOJIEHH, IIPIDKaICI K HeU JIu-
IIOM ¥ TOpbKO 3aruiakaj. OHa B3sja IOJIOBY €ero
06erMU pyKaMH U IIOJHSIIA ee.

— l'ory6bunk Mo, IleTHHBKA, YTO C TOOGOM?
3auyeM ThI IJIaYeIlb?

— 51 Bce BHIKY, BCe... — 3axJIeObIBaJICI CJIe3a-
MU IleTp, — 4... 1 BUXKY, UTO Thl MeHS HHUCKOJIBKO
He JII00HIb, JIu3a!

— AX, KaKo# Thl, IpaBo, pebeHOok! Kak Tebe
He CTBIZHO? ThHI TaK yMeH, Tak 6jilaropasyMeH, a
BAPYT IIpeBpalfaelibcsi B CaMOI0 MaJIeHBKOTO,
IJIyIIEHbKOTO MaJIbuuKa. Kak Teb6e He CTBITHO?

— Ho 1o coBecTH, Kak 1iepe boroMm, Mo>keIln
JU Thl MHe CKasaTb, JIM3a, YTO THI MEHS JIIO-
OHMIIBL?

— Eme 6bl1, JIr06JI10, JIFOOJII0 BCEM CepIIIEM,
MOM MHWJIBIHM, moporoi! — OHa 06HsIa ero u
KPeIIKo I1011eJI0BasIa.

— Hy, ecsx 3To 1paBfa, ecad Thl MeHS JIIO-
OUIlb, — HaydaJ HHBIA HMIIepaTop, BBITUpPAs
CJIe3bl, YCaKUBAasICh B KPeCJI0 PSIOM C IjecapeB-
HOU U He BBIIIyCKas ee PyKH, — eCJIN ITO IIpaB/a,



TaK [JOKa>kKh MHe: COIJIACHUCh OBITH MOeN JKe-
HOIO...

IlecapeBHa C BHJOM IJIYyOOKOT0 H3yMJIEHUS
B3IJVIIHYJIa Ha HEro U 0CBOOO/MIIa CBOIO PYKY.

— AX, KaKO# B3Z[0p 3T0! — THUXO0 IIPOroBOpUIIA
oHa. — OTKyza, IIpaBo, 6epyTcsa y Tebsd Takue
MBICIU?

— IToueMy X 3TO B30pP? — BCIIBIXHYB, BO3pa-
3WJI UMIIepaTop.

— IToToMy B370p, UTO BOBCe Tebe Tellepsh ellle
He cJIeflyeT AyMaTh O >KeHUThOe. 11 Kakas s Tebe
HeBecTa? I cTapite Te6s, 1 TBOA TeTKA.

— TeTKa, TeTKa... ¥ Thl TO>Ke, pPajbl BhI BCe,
4TO HAIJIM 3TO CJOBO. Tak YTO X, UTO TeTKa?
PasBe Tebe TaKolM KpacaBUIle, TAKON MOJIO/I€Hb-
KO, IIPUJIMYHO OBITH TeTKOoU? Jlydiile Te6e OBITh
HeBeCTOU. I IOTOM ThI TOBOPHIIIB, YTO MHE PaHO
00 3TOM JlyMaTh; [ia KaK ’Ke paHo, KOTZa YK y Me-
Hs ObLIa HeBeCTa... U J0JDKHA OBbITh HellpeMeH-
HO, ¥ Belb MOsI HeBecTa ObljIa He MOJIOKe Tebs, a
HUKTO TOT/ia He HaXOWUJI CTPaHHBIM!

— BoT oTTOrO0, 4TO OHA 6BLIa TBOEM HEBECTOM
U 6bLIa cTapiie Tebs, Thl U He JII0OMII ee. Tak Obl
U MeHs CKOPO pasJIro6uII, ecyiy 6 s coryiacuiach.

—Tel 1 oHaA, cMmeIlnIHO moxymMaTk! Kak Mo-



JKelllb ThI Ce0s1 CpaBHUBATh C Hel0? — Bce 00JIb-
11e ¥ 60JIbIlle BOJTHOBAJICS IOHBIM UMIIEpATOp. —
JIuza, mocayIram, COIJIacuch, s TeOSI YMOJISO, S
Tebs1 JIF06JIF0 00JIBIIIe BCEX Ha CBeTe, S I Tebs
BCe ClIejial0, 4YTO ThI TOJIBKO 3axouellsb! UTOo XK,
pasBe Jsyulile Te6e OyeT BBIUTH 3aMy>K 3a KaKO-
ro-HUOyab HEeMEITKOI0 IPHHIIA, yeXaTb OTCH/A,
HUKOIZIAa He BUIEeTh HU Hac, HU Poccuro? Benpb
BOT ThI CaMa 4acCTO TOBOPHUIIIb, YTO TeTYIIIKA AH-
Ha IleTpoBHa HecyacTHa, UTO TaK OHa Clofa U
PBETCS; UTO K, ThI U cebe TOTO sKe X0Uelllb?

— HerT, 1 ce6e BoBce 3TOro He X04y, 51 COBCEM
He X04y 3aMyX. Sl 0CTaHyCh TaKOl, KaKoBa {1 U
Telepb, OCTAHYCh CBOOOJHOM. 3aueM MHe MYXK?
He BHy>XHO.

— JIusa, yMoOJIsII0 Tebsl, COIJIaCUCh, pasBe ThI
He XOUelllb OBITH IapuIler0? Beab BOT Telepb
KTO-HUOYIb MOKeT TeOsI 00U/IETh, a TOTZa HUKTO
oK He 00UIUT.

— 51 He 3HaJIa, TOCyZaphb, YTO MeHSI MOYKHO Te-
epb 06¥KaTh; A AyMaJjla, UYTO Thl HUKOMY MeHS
He Jalb B 00KUAy? — nogHsiack EjvsaBera.

— AX, IpoCTH, IIPOCTH, 9 He TaK CKasaJ, — 3a-
Toponuicsd IleTp, — A He 3Hal, YTO TOBOPIO, S
TakK oIleyajleH, TaK HeCc4yacCTJUB... JIu3a, TOJIy-



OyIlIKa MOs, COIJIaCHCh, IIOXKasIyicTa, s Tellepb
He MOTY )KUTb 0e3 TeOsI...

— Het, BHU/IHO, MOXKelllb, — YJIBIOHYJIACh Iie-
capeBHa, — Thl He MOJKelllb >XUTHb TOJIBKO 0e3
HBaHa /losiropykoro. BoT ThI MeHS YIIpeKaelllb,
4TO 4acTo ObIBaeT y MeHs ByTypJiMH, a IIOCMOT-
pU Ha cebs: BeJjb, THI COBCEM He OTIIyCKaelllb OT
ce6s1 JloJITOPyKOro; BeAb BCe OHU M HOYU THI C
HUM. YK 3a OZHO 3TO 5 6B HUKOIJA He COIJIaCH-
JIach Ha TO, O YeM ThI IIPOCHUIIE. [JOJITOPYKHUH Jie-
JlaeT U3 TeOs1 BCe, UTO XOYeT: eC 6 Thl U XKe-
HUJICA KOTZa, B3lyMaeT OH 00UJeTh TBOIO JKEHY,
U THI 3TO €My [J03BOJIUIIIb.

— Bo)xe MO, UTO THI TOBOPHIIL, JIn3a! MBaH,
TOYHO, MOM CaMbIH JIYUIITUU IPYT, 51 €r0 JIF0OJII0 U
OH MeHd JIIOOUT, HO TOJILKO HaIIpacHO ThI yMa-
elllb, YTO 1 II03BOJII0 eMy UTPaTh C06010. AX, JIu-
3a, Jla ecJI¥ A BCerja C HUM, eC/Id g CTapaloCch Be-
CeJIUThCS, TaK Bellb TOJIBKO, MOXKET ObITh, YT0O
KaK-HUOy[b yOUTH BpeMs, 4yToO 0 Tebe He Iy-
MaTh, Thl BCeMy IIPUYKUHOM! CKa’kKH OFHO CJIOBO,
COIJIaCHCh, O YeM IIPOIly s, U Bce OyAeT UHaye.
JIusa, mocJayiiau, CKa)ky, 4YTO Thl MeHs JI0OHUIIIb,
s1 BCeM Tebe II0KepPTBYI0, U XOTh JII06Jr0 VBaHa,
a II0 TBOeMy IIPUKa3y ¥ C HUM He CTaHy BHUATh-



cs, 3a6yy o HeM, 060 Bcex 3abyny, Jusal..

" ofHO ee CJIOBO, [eMCTBUTEJIBHO, MOIJIO OBI
IIPOM3BECTH CAMYI0 HEOXUIaHHYI ¥ OIPOMHYIO
IepeMeHy, HO OHa He CKasaJia 3Toro ciaosa. OHa
BCe XOPOIII0 BU/esla U IIOHMMaJIa, 3HaJla, YTO Te-
Iepb Morja 6bl 3a6paTh BCe B CBOU PYKH, BCEM
pacropsbKaThbCsl, Kak el B3yMaeTcs, Morja Obl
clesaTbCd BCEMOIYIel, HO [JI1 3TOI0 HY>KHO
OBLIIO IIPUTBOPSTHCH, JITaTh, JIOMATh CBOE CeEPZ:-
I1e, COIJIAaCUTHCA Ha TO, UTO Ka3aIoCh e HeMBIC-
JIMMBIM, HEBO3MOXXHBIM, IIPOTUBHBIM COBe-
CTH, — U 4eCTHasd, IIpsMas HaTypa EjmsaBeThl
BO3MyIlfasack 3TUM. OHa ObLiIa TOTOBA OT BCETO
0TKa3aThCs, TOTOBA ObliIa BEIHECTH MHOTI0O€, YT06
0CTaThCs CBOOOHOM B CBOUX IIOCTYIIKAX U B CBO-
UX YyBCTBaX, — U OHA He BBITOBOPUJIA TOTO CJIO-
Ba, KOTOPOIO TaK >KaJHO >XJaJ 0T Hee MaJleHb-
KUl umnepartop. OHa BcTasa Iepefs HUM. CIIO-
KOMHOe, II0GJIe[fHeBIllee JIUII0 ee C/lesIaaoch
BIPYT Cepbe3HBIM U la’ke IPYCTHHIM.

— Her, rocygaps, HeT, Mo MUJIbIH IleTpyla,
s1 He MOT'y COIVIACHUTBHCS, — TUXHUM POBHBIM T0JIO-
COM BBITOBOpHJIA OHA. — I He X04y 06MaHbIBaTh
cebs1, cebsa u Bora. I ceppeyHo 0010 Te6s1, HO
Kak 6para, Kak IUIeMIHHMKA, KaK rocygaps. Hu-



KOIZla 1 He MOI'Y OBITH TBOeH >KeHOMo. IleTpyia,
ToJIyOUUK, U Thl He BOJIHYMCS, Thl CaM IIOTOM OY-
Ilelllb MHe GJIaro/ilapeH, uTo 51 TaK TOBOPIo Tebe.

— Tak 3To0 TBOe IIOCJeJHEee CJIOBO... IIOCJIE[-
Hee? — GJIeJHBIN U APOXKAIIUHI ejBa BHITOBOPUII
uMIepaTop.

— I[TociegHee, IleTpyira.

OH c oTuasgHUEeM B3IJIAHYJ Ha Hee, KPYIIHbIE
Cj1e3bl TOTOBBI OBLIU ITOJIUTHCS U3 IJIa3 ero, OH,
3aJpIXasACh OT CAABJIMBAEeMBIX PBITAHUN U BIPYT
cobpaB BCe CHJIbI, MOJIYa U [Ja’ke He B3IJIIHYB Ha
Enmsaserty, BhIIIe M3 KOMHATHL. OH OTIIpaBUJICH
IIPSIMO K CeCTpe U BOIleJI K Hell ¢ TaKUM JIUIIOM,
YTO OHa HCIIyrajachk.

— YTto c To60M bpaTelr?

— Huuero, Hararma... I ceiuac 65611 y JIU3bI, U
MIPeUIOKUJI el ObITh MOEeM ’KeHOU, U OHa MHe
OTKasaJa...

— YT0 X, OHa 0YeHb XOPOILIO CcLesaia, — CMY-
LIIeHHO IIPOrOBOPUIIA KHKHA.

IleJBIit POt MBICTIEN 3aKPY>KUJICI B ee TOJIOBeE:
«PazoBaThCd 3TOMY WJIH I1eYaIUThCI, — AyMaJia
OHa. — MosKeT OBITh, paccepAuTCs, He IIPOCTUT
el 3TOro, OTBepHeTCd OT Hee... O, KaK OBl 3TO XO-
poiro 6s110! HO Beas MoKeT O6BITH U HA000pOT,



MOKeT OBITBh, 3Ta Heyjada TOJBbKO pasfpakKuT
€ro ¥ OH OOoJIbllle ee IIOJIIOOUT, Beb 3TO OBIBAeT,
s 3Halo, s1 IOHKUMAal0, UYTO OHO MOKeT OBITh U Ha-
BEpHO OBIBaeT».

— Kaxk >xe oHa Tebe ckasaza?

— A Tak, 4TO THI ObLIa IIpaBa, CECTPUILA, KO-
IZa TOBOPHMJIA, YTO JIM3a XUTpast, YTO OHA TOJBKO
CMeeTCs HaJlo MHOK U CUUTaeT MeHs peGeHKOM.
Ja, oHa camMa MHe TeIlleph BCe 3TO CKasaja: OHa
B3aIIpaBJy TOJbKO BCerja cMesjachk Haj0 MHOIO,
OHa MeHs1 HUKOTZa He JII00WIIa, I Hee 1 MaJlb-
YUK, eli CO MHOM CKY4YHO, el Becejiee BOH C by-
TYPJIUHBIM; OH, BUJUINE ThHI, YMeH U BeceJ!..

«A, ByTypJIuH», — IIOAyMaJia BeJIUKasd KHSK-
Ha.

— /Jla, 4 3Hasa, 4TO TakK BCe U OyAeT, — IPOM-
KO CKasaJla OHa. — ByTypJIMH el OUeHb HPaBUT-
cd, 3TO S JaBHO 3aMeyvaro.

— Tak g He IIOIYIy 3TOTO, He BEBIHECY...
YHUYTOXKY ByTypJinHa, g COIILIIO ero, si He I103B0-
JII0O CMeATHCS HaL0 MHOIO.

— Bbparel1, MUJIBIH, YCIIOKOMCS, — 3arOBOPHIA
[japeBHa, — HeXOopouro 3To0. Thl TOJDKEH OCTa-
BUTEL byTypsrHa B Iokoe. Kak MOXXeIllb ThI CTa-
HOBUTHLCA C HUM Ha OJHY IOCKY? BBl He POBHA.



OH He cMeeT HaJd TOOOM cMmesAThCSI. He 3a dUTo
CCbLIATh €ro, II0Ka OH, [eHCTBUTEIbHO, He IIPO-
BUHWJICS; ThI JOJDKEH OBITh CIIpaBe/JIUB, Thl 0JI-
’KeH IIOHATh, HaKOHeIl, JIn3y: oHa Tebs He CTOUT.
Ecinu oHa cebe HaXOOUT Apy3el, IIyCcKal, 0CTaBb
ee U ycriokorcs. Ilociayiraii MeHsl, 6eperu cBoe
IIOCTOMHCTBO, Jep>KU cebs1 TaK, 4TOOBI BCce Tebs
yBarKaJlu.

HiMiiepaTop MpayHO CJIyLlaJ CeCcTPy, ero Jiu-
110 XMYPUJIOCH BCe O0JIbIIe U GOJIbIIIE.

—/la, TBI 1paBa, — HAaKOHeI[ IIPOIIeIITal
OH. — JTO IIpaB/Ja, YTO He CTOUT CBSI3BIBATHCA. S
JIIOOMJI ee TaK, KakK 00JIbIlle JIIOOUTh HEeBO3MOXK-
HO, HO eC/IM OHa MeHseT MeHs Ha BCAKOIO U CO
BCSIKUM JIPY>KUTCS, TaK g CaM He X04y ee 3HaTh...
51 3abyny ee, Hartala, Terreps ThI MOJKeIlIb Pafio-
BaThbcd. ThI 60s1y1ach, 4YTO Tebd M3-3a Hee 1103a0y-
Iy ¥ pasiar0bir0 — Hy, TaK BOT BUJUIIb, Oy/b Te-
Iephb CIIOKOMHA: 51 He X04y 0 Hell yMaThb, ee JJId
MeHs1 HeTy... Thl O[lHA TOJIBKO y MeHd... OJHA
TOJILKO, HaTarma!

[lerp BApPYr 3amviakaj, OpoCHJICA Ha IIelo
CecTphI U JJOJITO OHU TaK OCTaBaJIUCh U IIaKaId
BMeECTEe.

[To ero yxoje BeJMKasl KHSOKHA [ladke CTaJsa



KpeCTUThCS OT pajocTu U 6Giaromapuia bora,
4YTO OH IIOMOT €.

MaJieHbKHUI UMIIepaTop, 04YeBUHO, CEpbe3HO
HaMepeBaJICs 1103a0bITh KpacaBHUIy — TeTYIIKY.
BeyepoM B0 fBopiie ObL1 6as. IleTp Kasascd
O’KMBJICHHBIM, MHOTO TaHI|eBaJl U HU pa3y He
IIoZ01IIeJI K IlecapeBHe. Bce celiyac ke 3aMeTHIN
9TO, U HAYaJIUCh, 110 OOBIKHOBEHUI0, BCEBO3MOXK-
HbIe pasroBOPHI U IIpeJIIoIoKeHNs. Ho mecapes-
Ha HU4YeM He CMyllajach, ObljIa KaK U BCer/ia Be-
ceJsla, IIPUBETJIMBA; TOXKe TaHIleBajla BeCb Beuep

U He pa3 XO0JuJIa II0 3ajlaM IIof, PyKy ¢ ByTypJu-
HBIM.



XVI

Hponmo poxzmectBo. B IleTepbypre TrOTOBH-
JIUCB K IIepee3ny ABOpIla B MOCKBY Ha KOPO-
Hanuwo. CaM HMMIIepaTop TOPOIIMJI 3TOM II0e3-
KOI0: eMy y>X Hajoels IleTepOypr: Bce OHO U TO
JKe, Ja OJHO U TO e, a B MOCKBe, TOBOPAT,
CTOJIBKO CJIaBHBIX MeCT [JI1 OXOTHI, UyJHEIE 00-
JIaBBl Ha Me/iBeJlel MOXKHO fenaTb. U AHnpen
VBaHOBUUY TO’Ke TOPOIIUT OTHE3NOM. AHIpen
MBaHOBHMY 4YacTO Tellepb TOBOPUT O MOCKOBCKOM
6abymke. Hukorzma [0 IocaefHero BpeMeHHU HHU
[TeTp, HU HaTajibg He CJIBIXaJad 00 3TOM 6abyIIl-
Ke, fla)Ke NyMaJM, 4TO yMepJsa OHa, UTO ee CO-
BCeM HeT, a BApYyr 6abyIlKa okKasajlach >KUBOIO!
Elrfe paHbllle, 0CEHBIO, II0CJIE CCHIIKHA MEeHIITHUKO-
Ba, 6apoH AHJpel FIBaHOBUY IIPUHEC UMIIePaTO-
Py IHCBMO OT Hee X TOBOPHJI eMy, UTO OabyIkKa
II0 CHX IIOp OBLIa B IaJIeKOM MOHACTBIpe, UTO ee
HY>KHO CO BCAKHM II04YeTOM ITepeBeCTH B MOCKBY
U IIyCTh OHa cebe BBIOMpaeT MeCTOXKUTEJIbCTBO.
ViMIiepaTop ceiyac ke pacropsguics; 6abyiike
OblI HasHaueH IITaT. OHa I0’KeJsasia I10CeIHUTh-
cd B /leBUUbeM MOHAaCThIpe: 6abylllka — MOHaA-
XWHA. BCIIOMHUJI UMIIepaTop BCe, YTO KOIZa-JIU-



60 CJIBIIIIaI — HUYEero XOpOIIero He CJIbIXaJj OH O
Hel, HUKTO He JIIOOWJI ee: BCe 6paHUIN. ['0BOpU-
JIM, YTO MHOI'0 OHa GbljIa BUHOBATA Ilepe] CYIIpy-
rom csouM, ITerpoM Beaukum. «/la II0JIHO, Tak
JIM, HY>KHO JIU IIOYUTATh 3Ty 6a0YIIKy?» — CIIPO-
cu 06 aToM mMMIlepaTop y AHzapesa MBaHOBHUYA.
AHnpeit IBaHOBUY TOBOPUT, YTO HY>KHO. A HY,
Kak 6a0yIllKa CTaHeT BMEIlIUBAaThLCI He B CBOE Jie-
Jo, 6yzmeT BecTH cebsg, KakK Besl MeHIIMKOB?!
MEeHIIIUKOB TO)Ke BCerfa IOBOPHJ, UTO HMeeT
IIpaBO HaJ, HUMIIEpaTOpOM, >KaJIOBaJICd Ha ero
He0JIaT0/lapHOCTh, BBICTABJIA CBOU 3aciayru. Ho
MeHIITUKOB ObUI IOAJAHHBIN, a ecd Oabylka
CTaHeT BO BCe BMEIIIMBATLCS, TaK BeAb el U He
OTBETHIIb, IIOXKaJIyH, UTO He ee 3To Jeso. OHa
pogHas — 3HAa4YUT, UMeeT IIPaBO, OCOOEHHO Te-
Iepb, KOIla HUKOTO CTapILIUX HeTy. Kak xoporirio,
4TO OHa IIoXKesaja IIOCeJIUThCId B Mockse!
IOHBIN UMIlepaTop Ja’ke HUCIyTasIcs, KOT4a OfUH
pas moJy4YuJ OT Hee IIMCBMO, B KOTOPOM OHA,
MeXXIy IPOYUM, IIUcaJa:

«IIpu 3MoM npocwbba: ecau eaule geude-
cmeo Kk Mockege ckopo 6blmb He u3go.1iume,
0abvl MHe nogesiemu 6blmb K cebe, UMoosl
MHe No 2opauHOoCMu Kpogu eudems 8ac u



cecmpy sauty, MO JH0OE3HYH0 BHYUKY,
npescoe KOH4UHbl Moell. /atl, Mos pa-
00CMb, MHe cebs 8uUdemsb 8 MOUX MAKUX
HeCHOCHbLX nevaasx. Kak bl poousiucs, He
04U MHe npo 8ac CALLULAMY, HUNCE 8U-
demb 8ac».

Ilerp wmcmyraaca: «6abylika XodeT CrHOAA
exaTb, IIpHUeJieT, UCIIOPTUT BCE Becejibe — HeT,
IyCTh KUBET TaM, B Mockse. IloefleM Ha KOpOHa-
I[IUI0 — yBUAUMCSA». OH HaIMcasa CTapou 1apuile
camoe Jit06e3Hoe IIMCbMO, HO He 3BaJl ee B [leTep-
oypr.

«IIpouty KO MHe omnucamse, — 3aKaH4u-
8a/1 OH NUCbMO, — 8 HeM S 8aM MO2Y
ycayzy u a608b MOH NOKA3aMb, edxce s
8€pHO UCNOJ/IHAMb He npeMuHy. S cam Hu-
Ye20 Mak He Jcenaro, Kak umoobbsl 8ac eu-
demb, U HA0erCb, Mo bocuell NOMOWbHo
euwe HolHewH ell 3UMbl MO YUUHUMbBCS MO-
acemn,

O MOCKOBCKOH 6a0yIlIKe pacCcy’Kgaau Telepb
U AyMajld O4YeHb MHOIMe. PaHbIlle BCeX IIOZY-
MaJl, KaK Mbl y>Ke BHJesId, 6apoH AHjpel MBa-
HOBUY. Ho u JlosropyKue coobpaskajau, 4YTo Ha
Hee cjefyeT 00paTUTh BHUMaHHe, U OHU el IIu-



CaJIH.

Crapas mapuiia 61arofapusia Bcex 3a BEpHYIO
CJIy>K0y ee BHYKY U BCeX yBepsila B CBOEM pacIIo-
JIO’KEHHUH.

bapoxn OcTtepmaH, 0YeBHIHO, OKOHYATEJIbHO
IIOMHPHJICS CO CBOEI0 COBECTBHI0, PYKOM MaxHYyJI
Ha y4yeHbe HMIIepaTopa W He IIPeIITCTBOBaJ B
ero 3abaBax. JIoJITOpyKHe € KaKAbIM JHeM II0JIY-
4yaJyiv 60JibIlle U 6osible cubl. I1o BceMy IleTep-
OypTry XOJHU/IH IIpeyBeJIMYeHHBIe PacCKashl 0 Oec-
YHHCTBaX, YUHUMBIX GaBOPHUTOM.

Besnkas kHsDKHa HaTaslbsd HeCKOJIBKO YCIIO-
KOWJIacCh, 370POBbe ee IIOIIPaBHJIOCH: OHa Ilepe-
CTaJIa KalllIATh.

HMitepaTop Bce cepAuiICcsa Ha IjecapeBHy Eju-
3aBeTy W CTapaJicd II0Ka3aTh €M 3TO: OH yXarku-
BaJI TO 3a OJTHOM, TO 3a JPYIrOM M3 KPaCHUBBIX Jie-
BYIIIEK, Jo4deped NpHUABOPHEIX. Ha cBITKax, BO
BpeMs MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX IIPasfHUKOB U 6aJoB,
yCTpauBaeMbIX IIPU /IBOpPe, OH 06paTHUI 0CoOeH-
HOoe BHHMMAaHUe Ha KHKHY KaTepuHy /loJIropy-
KyI0, KOTOpasi COBCEM BEHIPOCJIa U OYEHBb II0XO0PO-
meja B IIOCIeJHHE MeCAlbl. ITOMY, KOHEYHO,
CIIOCOOCTBOBAJI U (paBOPUT: OH IIOYTU eKeJHEB-
HO HaXOJWJI CJlydyad TaK WU MHave HallOMHUTb



UMIIEPATOPy O CBOEM cecTpe, pacxXxBajIUBaJ ee
yYM, TOJIKOBAJI 0 I06POTe ee cepALa; OBITH MOXKET,
IJIaBHBIM 00pa3oM, 4T06 TOJILKO YyTOAUTEH eMy, —
U Jir06e3sHUYasI C Hell UMIlepaTop.

Ho Kartromia Jlosropykas gepskaja ce6si BeCh-
Ma CJIep>KaHHO, HHUCKOJIBKO He KOKeTHHYala U
He HUCKaJia BCTped c IleTpoM. BBEITH MOJKET, eC/Ix
Obpl OHa [epr>Kajia cebsg MHa4ye, oHA OOJIbIlle OBI
eMy U IIOHpaBWJach... bpaT He pas y>X BBIT0OBa-
pHUBaJ el U Ja)ke ¢ HEM CCOPHMJICA M3-3a 3TOIO: J0
CHX IIOp OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, KaK Ha MaJIeHbKYIO
IIeBYOHKY, HO 3Ta IeBUOHKA Clesalach eMy HYX-
Ha, la U K TOMY, BOT OHa BbIPOCJIa, II0XOPOIIIesa.
Ho oH Bce ’xe AymMaJl, 4YTO OHa He BBIHJIET U3 IIO-
BUHOBEHUS, YTO CBOET0 yMa y Hel HeTy; a OHa
BIPYT eMy OTBedaeT Ha BCI0 er0 HayKy KaK HYX-
HO 00palaTbcg C UMIIEPaTOPOM.

— /Jla uTo X 3TO0, MBaHyIIKa, caMa s 3HAIO,
KaK BeCTU MHe cebs JOJDKHO, He 106poMy ThI Me-
Hf Y4UIlb, 1a U He 3abblia g CyAb0y KHSKHBI
MeHIITUKOBOIA!..

VBaH /loJIrOpyKHM pasgpa’kasicsd, Kpuda Ha
CecTpy ¥ CKphIBaJICA U3 JOMY WK K UMIIEPATO-
Py, Wi K MHOTOYMCJIEHHBLIM IlapHIlaM CBOEro

ceparia.



MeHIITUKOBEIX He OCTaBUJIM B II0OKOe. B 1I0-
cjefHee BpeMs IIOCJaHHUK IIPH IIBEJICKOM [BO-
pe rpa¢ l'osioBUH, foHeC 06 OJHOM IIUCbMe MeH-
IIIMKOBA, U3 KOTOPOI'0 ICHO MO>KHO OBIJIIO YCMOT-
peTh H3MeHY CBeTJIeHIero KHs3s, Y3HaB 00
aToM, IleTp mpukasaj IocaaTek K MEHIIHUKOBY
HapO4YHOI0, KOTOPBIHN 661 060 BCeM JJOIIPOCHUII €r0
C IIPUHYKIEeHUEM U yIpo3aMHu, BeJsiesl oIleyaTarThb
BCe ero MMeHHe, 0TOOpaTh BCe ero mucbMma. U
BOT OBLI OTHpaBjeH K MeHIIUKOBY Ilieliees,
KOTOPOMY HaKas3aHO OBLJI0O [OIIPOCUTHL AJieK-
caHzpa JlaHuIbIga, MeXXay IIPOYUM, U O IeHbrax,
B34TBIX C Treprora [oamTuHcKoro. «Heibss
OCTaBJIATH €ro Ha CBOOO/ie, — TOJIKOBAJIU IOCy/ia-
pio npubI>KeHHbIe. — Hazio 1mojasbiie 11ocjaaTh
ero, a TO OH OIIATH CTPOUT KOBEI!..» BElja pelreHa
IIoCJaeHAsd, CTpallHas ydacTb AJjiekcaHpapa /a-
HUJIBIYA: er0 COLLIIOT B bepes3os, a ¢ HUM H ero
ceMeucTBo!..

Ilocme cBATOK wuMIlepaToOp KaKObIM [eHb
OCBEeJIOMJISLIICS, CKOPO JIA BCe OYZAET TOTOBO K IIe-
pee3ny B MockBy. O MOCKBe, TJIaBHBIM 00pasom,
HanoMuHa /losropykue. V HUX ObUIM CBOU
IUIAHBl ¥, OYEeBUJHO, YTO U IOCyLaph BOIIeJ B
Hux. Kak-To, Ha 60JIBIIIOM COOpHIIe, OH BO BCe-



yCJIBIIIaHKE TOJIKOBAJI O TOM, 4YTO MOCKBa XOpO-
IIUH TOPOJ U YTO HAaIpacHO JeJ, COBCeM 3a0bLI
ee; B MoCkBe He XyJO IIOKHTb OBl IIO[OJIBIIIE.
JTH CJI0Ba HMIIepaTopa IIPOM3BEJM CHJIbHOE
BIleUaT/IeHHe: MHOTHE BeJIbMO’XU OBLIM OYeHb
IOBOJILHEL IIeTpOBCKOrO Ilapajysa HemoJIH00JIH-
BaJIM. TyT OBLIO CTOJIBKO HEYAOOCTB: CTpaHa Ile-
4JasibHas, 60JI0THUCTasi, BETPHL CUJIbHBIE AYIOT, XO-
JIONHBIE; POJIOBBIE IEPEBHU JaIeKO, TPYLHO [I0-
CTaBJIATH BCe HEOOXOAUMBIe 3amackl, a B MOCKBe
4Ype3BBIYANTHO XOPOIIIO, CTapoe, POJHOe, Harpe-
TOe MeCTO — U IIOMeCThbe UX OJIM3KO0 OTTYZa, BCe
JIETKO gocTraTb. Ho ueMy pajoBaIUCh PYCCKHeE
BeJIbMO’KH, OT TOTO IIPUXOJHJIH B y>Kac BCe, KO-
My fopora 6Oplia HoBas Poccus U 3aBeTHI IIOKOU-
HOTO uMIlepaTopa. B nmepeesse B MOCKBY BU/IeIHU
3abBeHue gei [1eTpoBHIX, yhajleHue OT EBPOIIH,
IIpefcKasbIBaId I1afieHre Poccuy, Bo3BpalleHue
K CTapeIM IIOpsAAKaM, K IIpe;KHeMy BapBapCTBY.
I[Iyie Bcex 6osics 3TOro 6apoH AHzped VBaHO-
BHUY. BceMU cmuIaMH B pasroBopax CBOMX C MMIIe-
paTopoM cTapasiCa OH ero HacTpauBaTh TaK, YTO-
OBl OH BHJieJI B II0€3/IKe TOJIbKO He0OX0MMOCTH,
II0 CTapoMy OOBIYar0, KOPOHOBATHCA B MOCKBe,
4yTOOBI OH He 3a0bLI 0 HACTOSATEJBLHOM HYX[e



BEPHYTHLCSI CHOBA B IleTepOypr, IIOTOMY UTO OT-
CI0/la TOJLKO UM MOJKHO YIIPaBJIATHL Poccueri.
IOHBIN UMIlepaTOp BHUMATEILHO BCIIYIIIUBAJICH
B CJIOBA CBOEro BoCIIMTaTe . AHApel l1BaHOBUY
TOBOPWJ TaK y6egUTesIbHO, TaK pPasyMHO, HO
Beiren, 3a AHIpeeM MBaHOBUYEM SIBJISJIMCE [10JT-
ropykue — Ajsiekced I'puropreBUY U MBaH AJiek-
CeeBUY, U TOKE OUeHb KPaCHOPEUMBO U PasyMHO
OIIMCHIBAJIU IIpejIeCTH MOCKOBCKOM KHU3HU.

Hakownerr, B Havasie ssHBapd 1729 roma mBop
BblexaJl B MoCKBy. OKUBUJIaCh MOCKOBCKAasi [I0-
pora, 110 Hell IBUHYJIKNCH [[yTOM OTPOMHEIE CaHY,
IIOKPBITHIEe KOKeM KUOUTKHU C TeIlJILIMU MEXOBBI-
MM II0JIOCTSIMU.

VHBUIBIE MECTHOCTU TSIHYJIUCH C3a4H U CIIe-
penu. Co BceX CTOPOH JJOPOTYM TOYHO OBLIU CHEXK-
Hble IIYCTHIHU; U3pefKa II0nafalnuch XWKUHBI U
IepeBeHbKHU. OHU Jjieca HapyIlaly 3Ty IIJIOCKYIO
becripeieJIbHOCTD, U CTOSJIU 3TH Jieca, KaK BOM-
CKO BeJIMKaHOB, IIOKPBITEIE CHETOM U HHeeM, U
MaJIeHbKUM MMIIepaTop IJIghes Ha HUX — U Ka-
32JI0CH €My, UTO OHH I'PO3IT CBOUMH MOXHATEI-
MH pyKaMu. BoT HOUYL HIPOXOAUT: IIOYTU BCe
CIIAT B IJapCKOM Iioesze. ToJILKO OTHOMY HMIIe-
paTopy He CIIUTCA: 3aKyTaBIINCHL B CBOIO TEILIYIO



MeXOBYIO IIIy0y, IIPUKPBIBIINUCH MeABeXKbel IIO0-
JIOCTBIO, IVIAAUT OH CHOBA Ha 3THUX BEJIHUKAHOB, U
BCe IrpOo3Hee U TAaWHCTBEHHee MAIllyT OHU eMy
HaBCTpeuyy MOXHATBIMU pyKaMHU. «/la 3a 4TO X
OHU MHE I'DPO3ST, — CKBO3b IIOJIyAPEeMOTYy AyMa-
eTcs UMIIepaTopy, — 4YTO 1 UM cheJan?» 1 3a65l-
BaeT OH 0 HUX, ¥ IYMAaeT 0 TOM, UTO OKHU/IAeT ero
B MockBe: kakue Becesibs. «HeT, AHIpel IBaHO-
BHUY He IIPaB, a IIpaBkI /l0JITOpYKHe, — 3aYeM 3TO
Ienylika BeICTporiI [leTepbypr Ha TaKOM MeCTe,
3aueM yexas oH U3 MockBrI?! B MockBe Jsyulire,
Ia YW BCerga Liapu pycckue B MOCKBe >KHJIU.
MockBa cTapblii, pOIHOM TOPOL, U 9 TaM >KUThb
oymy». 41 IIpe/CcTaBJIAeTCS HMIIepaTopy
MockBa — XO0Th OH W HHUKOIZIA He BHUAJI ee —
IIpeJCTaBJ/IsIeTCd TaMOIIHAA >KU3Hb B BOJIIIED-
HOM, CKa304YHOM BH7e. OH OTKpPLIBAET IJIasa — Hu
OIIATH IIepef, HUM JIe[dHbIe BEJIUKAHBI, U OIIATH
OHU eMy I'po34TCs; BOT 6YTO BBICTYIIMJIN OHU CO
BCeX CTOPOH JOPOrH, OYATO He IIyCKAKT BIIEpes
ero [apCKUM 11oe3n. EMy faske CIBILIATCS B JIE-
HOM MOJIYaHHUM MOPO3HOM Houu: «Hasaz, Hasaf,
He yCTUM!..»«4TO0 7K, OHHU CTOBOPUJINCH, UTO JIH,
Cc AHgpeeMm MBaHOBHUYEM WU IIPOPOYAT HexOO-
poe?.» W BAPYr KakK-TO CTPaIllHO CTaHOBUTCH



eMy: IpPO’Kb IIpoberaeT II0 ero YjieHaM, IJIOTHee
3aKyThIBAeTCd OH B CBOIO I1y0y, HO JPOXKb He
IIPOXOIHUT...

Ha gpyroii geHs, mogbesxad K TBepu, coBceM
pasboJsiesics uMItepaTop. PelreHO OBLIO 37€Ch
OCTAaHOBUTBLCSI Ha HECKOJIBKO [JHEM, >KAaThb ero
BBI3/IOPOBJIEHUA.

A B 3To BpeMd Haj, [leTepOypromM HOCHIICH XO-
JIOZHBIM TyMaH. VHBUIO U CyMpayHO OBLIO IIO
OIIyCTeBIIHM yJHIlaM [IeTpOBCKOIO «I1apagusar:
HeT IIpe’KHero OKUBJIeHUs, KaK OYATO U HUKO-
I7la eTo U He OBIBAJIO, ¥ CeBEPHBIN JIIOTHIN MOPO3
3aCTyAHJI TaK elle HeJaBHO KHUIIEBIIYIO >KU3HB,
YJIOXKWJI Ha BEYHBINM COH BCe JKHUBOe. MOJIYMT, He
IresioxXHeTcsa HeBa IIHMpoOKas, 3aKOBaHHAas JIBIOM
U 106eJsieBIlIas; IPYCTHO TOpYaT MAUTHl HeJ0-
CTPOEHHBIX KOopabJyeH; 0CTaHOBUJIMCH II0 IIIHPO-
KHM YyJHIlaM HeJofeJIaHHbIe IIOCTPOMKH; Iiap-
CKHe CaJpl 3allepThl U TOJIble, lePeBhI UX TOXKe
TOpYaT KaK MayThl, ¥ TOJILKO BOPOHLI MHOM pas
HapylIarT CBOMM KapKaHbeM HWX THUIIHHY
HEeBO3MYTHMYI0. 3aKOJIOYEeHBI CTaBHU [IBOPIIOB,
IlOMa BeJIbMO>K 3aK0JIOUEHBI — COBCEM MEPTBOE,
COHHOEe IIapCTBO. UTO K, Hey)KeJId U BIIPSIMb He
Hy’KeH BeCh 3TOT MPayHbIN HEeJOCTPOEHHBIN IO-



pox, BoccTaBIIUY U3 60sioTa?! BOT 3SUMHSASI HOUb
HaJBUraeTcd Ha HEro, M elle MepTBeHHee,
HeBO3MyTHMee CTAHOBUTCS THUIIHNHA, U KayKeTcd
9TOT IOpPOJ, KaKUM-TO IIPU3PaKoM, OYATO U HeT
ero coBceM, 6YATO OH TOJIBKO COH — IIPUYYJIN-
BBIM COH O0OraThIps 3eMJIM PYCCKOM, 6e3BpeMeH-
HO 3acHyBIIero Ha 6epery HeBrl, B KaMEHHOM
HOBOM cobope...



YACTb BTOPAS4

UMHUe SICHble U MOPO3HbIE JHU CTOSJIM HaJ

MockBoH. ['yCTO BBIIIABIIUM CHET 3aKyThIBaJl
ee 1 OJyiecTesI ¥ IepesIMBasICAd Ha COJIHILe. [IOKpPHI-
Thle MHeeM, CTOSIIU JlepeBbs CaJJ0B MOCKOBCKUX,
JIECOB U POIIl, OKPY’KaBIIIUX CO BCEX CTOPOH IIEp-
BOIIPECTOJIBHYIO CTOUIY. Peka MoCcKBa M3BUBA-
Jlach TBepZ010, 6eJI0M AOPOroM M o HeU B3aj U
BIlepe]; epebUpasicd el JIIJ U TIHYJINUCh
MHOTOYMC/JIeHHbIe 0003bl. 3a0bITast M 3aTHXIIAs
B IIOCJIefHMe To/ibl MOCKBA CHOBA OKUBWJIACH; B
Hel 00Hapy>KWJIOCh HeOObIYaliHOe B KeHHe. K
TBepckoM 3acTaBe TO U [jeJI0 IIOABE3KATU KY-
pbepckue TpPOMKH; B Kpemile M BO [BOpIiax
HeMeIIKOM C1000/bl JTesIaIiCh IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS K
opueMy UMIlepaTopa U ABopa. BecTh 06 uMmiiepa-
TOPCKOM IIpHe3[ie y>Ke 006JieTesia BeCb TOPOJ;: IIe-
peraBasoch U3BeCTHeE, UTO JBOP yrKe BhIeXall,
yoKe Ha JIopore; IIOTOM BAPYT APyToe U3BeCTUe —
uMmIiepaTop 3abosiesr B TBepH. IIpoIIo HECKOJIb-
KO [Hel, TOBOPWJIM: BBI3ZIOPOBeJ U efieT. Ho B



OJKHJaHHUH TOP>KECTBEHHOI'O Bbe3fa IJIasa >KH-
TeJIel MOCKOBCKHX M MX YIIIM 00palllaich K Of-
HOM U3 OKpauH ropoja, K 6epery MoCKBBEI — pe-
KU, Ha KOTOPOM BO3BBIIIIAJIACE, 38 IIIHPOKUM IIO-
JleM, CTapuHHasg 06uTesb — HOBOZEBUYUIN MO-
HACTBIPb. MOHACTHIPE 3TOT IIOCTPOEH elrle B 1524
rofly BeJIMKUM KHsg3eM BacuiueM MBaHOBHYEM,
B IIaMAThb I100e/pl HaJ KasaHCKHUMHU TaTapaMH
pu peke CBuA3U. C TeX IIOp 3Ta 0OUTEb HUKO-
I7ia He 3a0bIBaJIach IeJpOTaMU Ilapel U BCIKOTO
PYCCKOTO JIIO/Ia; HO 0COOEHHOe 3HaUeHHe U U3-
BeCTHOCTBh IIpHo0Opesia OHa C TOTO BpeMeHH, KakK
crofa 6pLIa 3aToyeHa ItapeBHa Codbsa AJleKCees-
Ha. Terepb IIpX MOHACTBIPE CYILECTBOBAJ IIPH-
0T IJI COfep KaHUA ITOAKHUABIINIEN — OeCIpH-
30PHBIX JIeBOYeK, U UX ObLIO 60Jiee IBYXCOT IIf-
TUAecATH. OHU BOCIHUTBIBAJINCHE B MOHACTEIpe
110/ Ha/I30pOM MOHAaXHHb [0 COBEPIIIeHHOJIETHH,
0o0y4JaInch IPSIfEHHI0 TOJUIAaHACKUX HUTOK M
IUIETEHUI0 KPY>KeB. MeXXy UX YYHUTeJIbHUIIaMU
OBLJI0O HECKOJIBKO, BBIIIKMCAHHBIX IleTpoMm Beiu-
KHUM, IIUTOMHUI] 13 6pabaHTCKUX MOHACTHIPEH.

B 3Ty Xe 06UTesIb He[JaBHO IlepeBe3eHa Oblia
UHOKUHA EjleHa, BCceMH J[aBHO II03abbITad U
BAPYT Kak Obl BOCKpecIlasi, BAPYT 3acTaBHUBIIas



TOBOPUTH 0 cebe. Terlepb OHa ObLIa y>Ke He UHO-
KuHA EjleHa: ee Has3bIBaJIU «BeJIMKas IOCYLAPHI-
Ha EBpokusa PemopoBHa». THXO0, TEMHBIM Beue-
PpoM, IIprexasja OHa U3 CBOEr0 3aTOYeHU: HUKTO
U He 3HaJI, KaK 3T0 6bL10. Temmeps ke OHA IIepe-
CTajla CKpPBIBAaThLCHA; IJI Hee, II0 IIpUKa3y U3 Ile-
TepOypra, OT/AesIaIx IOMeIlleHHe B OTHOM B3 MO-
HAaCTBIPCKUX CTPOEHUM, HAIIPaBO OT IJIABHBIX BO-
poT. Eif oTHaBaKCh BCEBO3MOJKHEIE II0OYECTH.
MOCKOBCKHUI1 JIIO[l BaJIOM Bajuil B HoBOoneBU-
YUU, TOJIBKO UTO pa3faBajicd YTPeHHUU UJIU Be-
YepHHUI KOJIOKO0JI; BCEM XOTeJIOCh B3IVITHYTH Ha
CTapyl0 IIapHIly, BBEIHECIIYI0 CTOJBKO TOps U
VHIKeHUU. Bce 3HaIM, UTO OHa He IIPOITyCKaeT
IIePKOBHBIX CIy>KO. JIFOAH, KTO IIOBU/IHEE K3 CTa-
PO’XMJIOB MOCKOBCKHX, €3[MJIM K Hel Ha IIOo-
KJIOH, HO PeKO0 KOro OHa IIpUHUMAJIA...
HacTymun yke paHHUI 3UMHHUU Beudep; IIO-
6JieTHeJI PO30BBIM CBeT Ha 3alafie; MaJio — IIO-
MaJly 3a’KIJIUCh 3Be3[bl, MEPHO OTOMBAaIU 4Yachl
Ha KOJIOKOJIbHe HOBOZEBHUUYLETO0 MOHACTBIPSI.
Paspgasica mepBBIM 3BYK KOJIOKOJIA. TOJIIIBI IIellie-
T0 JII0JIa U BO3KH HA II0JIO3BSAX CO BCeX CTOPOH
crrenraT mo /leBUYbeMy IIOJIF0 K OOMTeJH, TaK
4TO ecju OBl BCeX BIIYCTUTH B I[ePKOBb, TO He



XBaTWIO GBI B HeM MecTa. Ho BOT y>Ke HECKOJIBKO
oHeH KaK IOYTHM HUKOTO He ITyCKaJU B MOHa-
CTBIPCKHE BOPOTA, U IIPUIIIEAIIINE U IIPHUe3KIe C
IevyaJbHBIM HeIOYyMEHHEM BO3BPAITaJIUCh BO-
CBOSICH, He YBU/IaB CTapOU ITapHUIIbL

JloJpKHa GBLIA YPK HauaTbCs BCEHOITHAS: MO-
HaXWHU U IHUTOMIIBl CTAaHOBHJINCH PSIaMH 3a
BBICOKMMHM YETHIPEXYTOJHHBIMU KOJIOHHAMH,
IIO//IeP>KUBABIIMMHU CBOJIBI XpaMa, HO CBSIIIEH-
HUK ellle He HauMHaJI MOJIUTBBLI: KOTO-TO, OYe-
BUJHO, >KHanyu. HaKoHeIl HeCJIBIIIHO OTBOPHU-
JIUCh TSDKeJIble IIEPKOBHBIE IBEPH, Be[IIHE B
KpPBITYIO rajiepelo, ¥ IokasaJjach cTapueckas Gpu-
rypa B MOHAIIIeCKOH ofieXKie, BefloMasi IBYMsI I10-
YTeHHBIMHU MaTepsMU. ITO ObLIa MHOKUHS Eje-
Ha. Boijig B I1epKOBb, OHA OCBOOOJHJIA CBOIO
IIpaByI0 PYKy C BHCEBIIMMU Ha Hel 4eTKaMHU U
MIpPUHSIaCh KpeCcTUThCs. [1a3a ee GBUIM OITyIIle-
HBI, TOHKHe, HeCKOJIbKO BIIABIIIKE TYOBI, IIEIITa-
JIX MOJIUTBY. MeJIJIEHHO ITPOIILJIa OHA Ha BO3BHI-
IIIeHHOe MEeCTO, BCer/la 3aHMMaeMoe UTYMeHbeH,
a Telleph IIpefHa3HaUYeHHOe I HOBOM MOHa-
CTBIPCKOM >KMJIUITEI. MOHaXUHU, IIPUBE/IIIINE €e,
IJIyOOKO e¥l MOKJIOHWINCH M CTaIH 00Tk, Ha-
yasiach BCceHoIHas. CTapyllka ceidyac j>Ke OITy-



CTUJIaChb Ha KOJIEHW U IIPHUHSIACh TOpPSY0 MO-
JINTHCS, BCKUBIBAsA OOJILIIINMY, eIlfe SCHBIMU U
KUBBIMM IJla3aMHd Ha 06pa3 Boropoguiipl, BO-
Kpyr KOTOPOTO TeIIMJIUCH OeCUrC/IeHHbIe JlaM-
najbl. OUeBUHO, HU Ha KOT'0O ¥ HU Ha UTO He 00-
paiasa BHUMaHUA EBIokus ®eopoBHA U TOPS-
40 MOJIMJIaCh; HO BOT OHA IIOJHSAJIACH C KOJIEH,
ceJla B Kpecso, IIOKPBITOe JOPOroM Iapyer, U
oCcTaslach HeJBI>KMMaA. Ee pyKH OIyCTUINCH Ha
KOJIEHU, OHa, He OTPBIBasCh, CMOTpesa BCe Ha
TOT >Ke, OBIBIITUU Iepes; Her, 06pa3, HO MBICJIU
ee HOCHJIUCH JlasieKo. Terrepb, B 9TOM TUXOM IIPHU-
CTaHUIle, OOpeTeHHBIM el II0CJe MOJITUX, Gec-
KOHEYHO [OJITUX JIET MYUYUTeJbHOM >KU3HH,
HEBOJIbHO 060 MHOTOM HPHUXOAMJIOCH IIOAyMaTh
[japuile: I103a0BbIThle MBICJIH, I103a0BIThIE YYB-
CTBa IIPUXOJWU/IU €l B TOJIOBY U CTy4ajlUCh B
cepArie.

Tuxasi, Top>KeCcTBeHHas 0OCTaHOBKA; IIOUYTHU
HeyJIOBUMBbIe 3BYKU I[epKOBHOTI'O XOpa; TeILIbIH,
JIACKAIOIIIUM CBeT JaMIlafl; JIMKU CTapUHHBIX
HUKOH; AylIrcTas aTMocdepa, pasiuBaeMasi 06Ja-
KaMU XOJAIIero o IepKBH JiajlaHa; IT0JIHAs U
OJtaroroBeifHasl THUIIIMHA — BCe 3TO eIlle OOJIbIIIe
IIOMOTaJIO IJapHUlle YXOAUTh B MUP IIPOILIEAIIIeTo,



BCg [ojrasd >KU3HL BCIIOMMHaJjIach eil. BoT oHa
IIOMHUT Ccebs MOJIOZIOI0 [IeBYIIIKOM B CTapOM, OT-
IJOBCKOM, MOCKOBCKOM JoMe. OHa U He I'PesuT
HUKOI7ZIAa O TOM, UTO CJYUYUTCA C HEl, OHa He I1a-
pUlla ¥ He IjapeBHa, a IIpocTo JIoIyxuHa — 60-
apbIHA. OTell ee CTAPUHHOIO pojia M CTaphbIX
npaBuil. Bripocia EBrokus ®eropoBHA B UETEHI-
pex cTeHax CBOEro IeBUYbero TepeMa; BhIHIHYU-
JIA ee HAHIOIIKU Jla MaMYIIIKH, He IIPUXOJUIN K
Hel y4uTesIsi 3aMOPCKHe, He TPYAUIN el TOJI0BY
PasHBIM y4yeHHeM: IIOIIPOCTY, II0 — PYCCKU BOC-
yUTaszach OHa ¥ BeIpoca. IIpomio geTcTBo, Ha-
CTYIIMJIA TOABl JeBUYeCcTBa. HIHIONIKM U Ma-
MYIIIKH CTa/Id ee 3aXBa/IMBaTh, He MHAUe Ha3bl-
BaJI ee KaK 30JI0TOM KpacaBUIel; CYyJIUIU el
BCSKOTO CUACTbsl BUJUMO — HEBUAVMO: CYJININ
JKeHHXa 3HaTHOIO Ja KpacuBoro. M pamocTHO
CIylIasa OHa MX JILCTUBBIM IIIEIIOT, YaCTeHbKO
cTaja IJIAeTbCd B 3epKajblie, CYpMHIa CBOU
OpoBU COGOJIMHBIE, PYMSHWIA He)XHbIE II[eKHU.
Koca y Hee HMXe 1105ca, IBIITHBINA CTaH, II0JIHBIE
PyKH; 6eJjia, UTO IIepBbIi CHET BBINIABIINMI. U CKO-
po, ckopo yb6exmiack EBmokus ®enopoBHa, YTO
HAHIOIIKA ¥ MaMYIIIKU IIpaBbl, YTO OHA TOYHO
BBIIIJIA KpacaBHIla, CTajJa 3aLyMBIBATHCA U O



CBOEM CY’KeHOM, IIpefiCTaBJisda ero cebe B [[eBU-
YeCKHUX rpes3ax. «3HAaTHBIM [Ja KPaCHUBEIM», — IO-
BOPUJIM HSHIOIIKH, KOHEYHO, [0/DKEH OH OBITH
3HATHBIX U KPaCHUBBIY, 38 MHOIO U He BBHIZALYT
JlonmyxXuHY 604pbIITHI. HO HU JILCTUBBIE BOCIIU-
TaTeJIbHUIIBI, HU caMa OOsIPBINIHA HUKOIZA U B
IIOMBIC/IaX He UMeJIH, KaKOM JKeHUX el TOTOBHUT-
cd. A B Te IIOpHI roCyAapbIHA Itapuiia HaTtaabsa
KupmiioBHa IPUMETHIA CBOMM MAaTePHUHCKUM
okoM EBJokui0 ®emopoBHY, M 3aMBIC/IHJIA OHa
B34Th €e B JKeHBI CBIHY eJUHOMY, ChIHY JIF0OMMO-
My, rocyzapio IleTpy AjiekceeBuuy. He sro6umiia
napuria Hatanbga KupHioBHa OTKIaAbIBATL B
IOJITMH SIIHK 3aJyMaHHOIO €X0 Jiejla: ChIHOK Ha
BO3pacTe — II0pa eMy >KeHHTLCd, HeJIaJ[HO, UTO
rocygapb XOAHT XOJIOCT, — He JKeHaT, [a U BHY-
KOB y>K X0TeJIOCh IfapHuIie. YToBopuia oHa IleTpa
AJlexceeBHYa, TOT He BBIIIEJ M3 POJHTEIHCKOMN
BOJIM, U BOT OOApBIIIHA JIoIlyXHUHA 06BbABJIeHA
IIapCKOM HeBeCTOH. /[[BIM KOPOMBICJIOM CTOUT B
JIOIIyXWHCKOM JoMe, Bca MoCKBa Ha ITOKJIOH Ba-
JIUT, HAHIOIIKYA M MaMYIIIKH Y>K H CJI0B He HaXo-
IAT BeJIM4aTh CBOIO 30JI0TYI0 KpacaBHILY; JIFOOU-
MEbIe IIOAPYTH BCe TaK IIOYTHTEIHLHO ¥ YMHUIbHO
Ha Hee CMOTPSIT: pasoM II0JII0OMIN ee BO CTO pas3



Iy1lle IIpesKHero. Becesio ¥ pafioCcTHO GOSpPHIIITHE.
Tocymaps — ’KeHUX IJISOUT Ha Hee IIPUBETIUBO;
XOTh U PeIKO OHU BUIATCS, II0 CTAPbhIM OOBIYa-
M. Po60CTh HeMaJiasgd 6epeT HeBeCTy OT KeHHUXO-
Ba B3IJIIa OPJIMHOIO; YyZeH OH el O4YeHb, a
Ceppile Bce )Ke K HEMY TaK U PBETCSI — U He II0-
TOMY TOJILKO, UTO OH TOCyJapb, UTO CHejsaeT OH
ee Ijapullel, Bo3BeJleT Ha BepX 3eMHBIX II0Ye-
CTel, a U II0OTOMY, UTO IIMCAHBLIM OH KpacasBerr:
POCTY BBICOKOI'0, MOJIOZEL], 6oraThlpb: TeMHBIE
BOJIOCHI KYAPSIMH Ha IUIEYM MaJal0T; OpOBU HAJ
IJ1asaMU JIyroMl CBOJAATCS, a Iyla3a, — bojke THI
MOM MUMJIOCTUBBIH, — IJIa3a, YTO Y MOJIOLOTO CO-
KoJia! XopoIll oH, YyZHO XOPOIII, a BCe Ke KaK-TO
IIPU HEM KYTKO — U OIATh-TaKU He II0TOMY, YTO
OH TOCyZlaphb ¥ BJIaJiblKa 3€eMJIH, U He II0TOMY [ia-
’Ke, YTO TOBOPAT JIOIU, OYATO OH HPAaBOM KpyTe-
HeK, ropsid 60JIbHO, a IIOTOMY, UTO COBCEM He II0-
XO0K Ha JIPYTUX MOJIOAIIOB, KaKUX BUmasna EBo-
Kusg PeopoBHA: U T'OBOPUT He TakK, U He 0 TOM
OyMaeT; BCe YUUTCA [1a YUUTCS, cebs1 He rKaJlelo-
4y, paboTaeT, Kak 6yATO U He I1apb, a IIPOCTOM
KpeCcTbAHUH, 10 BCEr0 CaM MOXOAUTHL XOUeT, Bce
CBOMMH pyKaMHU [iesIaTh IIPOOyeT; fake U PyKHU Y
Hero He IfapCKue — GO0JIbIIINe, MO30JIUCTHIE, TPY-



Oble pabouue pyKH.

BrICTpO UAeT BpeMs — BOT U [JeHb, Ha3HaUeH-
HBIN 1719 CBaAbObI, CTPAIITHBIN, TOP>KeCTBEHHbBIN
IeHb. BoT ¥ 0H Iipoiries1, 1 EBIokuA PeopoBHA
cTasa Iapureit. YyaHoe ObLI0 BpeMs, CBeTJIble
IHU, a CKOpPO OHU yJeTeJH: TocyLaph, CHavasa
IOOPBIN U JIAaCKOBBIM, HE)KHBIN, KaK TOJIHBKO MOT
OBITH OH HEXXHBIM, BUJUMO HallleJ, YTO He BeK
MMJIOBATHCA MOJIOALY C MOJIOLOM >KEHOH, Iopa
OIIATH 3a [eJI0 IPUHUMAThCS, 38 YePHYI0 BeJIu-
KyI0 pabory. U yiiies 0H B CBOIO paboTy, U II0 Iie-
JILIM AHAM 06e3 Hero oCTaBasach MOJIOJAs Ilapu-
na. CKy4yHo eM CcTajio, Hayajla OHa >KaJloBaThCsA
Hartanbe KupujioBHe, a Ta JIaCKOBO CMeeTCs.
«[TocToM, TIOTOAU, — TOBOPUT, — CKOPO CKyYaTh
IepecTaHelllb, OyzeT aApyrasd y Tebs 3aboral» U
gBUJIaCh 3Ta 3ab0Ta, cTrajsia MaTepbl EBIOKMUS
deopoBHA, POJUIICA Y Hee CHIHOK, IfapeBUY
Anexceli IleTpoBuY. MoJsiofioi rocyrapb OBLI pa-
NOCTeH: IIPUXOUI U 3arJIgAbIBajl B KOJIBIOETIbKY
HOBOPOXX[IeHHOI'0, U CKJIOHSJICA HAaJ| 3TON KOJIbI-
0eJIbKOM, U yJIblbaJICI MaJIeHbKOMY MaJIbYUKYy,
IIeKOTaJI ero CBOUM TIpyObIM HasblieM. «UIIb
KPOXOTHBIM, BbIpacTail IIOCKOpe#, Oyab paboT-
HHUKOM — MHE IIOMOIITHHUKOM!» — IITeIITaJl €ro



I'yOBI.

KoHeuHO, pe6GeHOK OpaJl MHOIO BpeMeHHU Y
LIapHIIBL, pasBjIeKall ee, 3aHUMaJl U 3a00THJI, HO
BCe JKe 0CTaBalaChb OHAa HEeJO0BOJIBHOK JTOJTHMMU
Ia Y4acThIMH OTJIyYKaMH rocypaps Iletpa AJiek-
ceeBHYa U He pas3 BCTpevasa ero >KajJobaMH Ha
CBOE O/IMHOYeCTBO, CJIe3aMU [jJa POOKHMMU II0IIpe-
KaMu. 1 cBUTaIUCE OT CJI0B 3THUX U CJIe3 I'yCThIe
IJapCcKue 6POBH, MOJIYaJI OH U BBIXOAHUII OT >KE€HBI
XMYPBIA U HELOBOJIBLHBIN.

YcTanbli, 3alblIEHHBIM, ¢ HOBBIMHU MO30JIS-
MH Ha paboyMxX pyKax BO3BpaljaJICi OH JOMOM
OTZOXHYTH HEMHOI0; XOPOIIIO 6Bl BCTPETUTH >Ke-
HY BeceJIOH, XOpoIIo 6110 OBl IIOBeJATh €M BCe,
4TO CJeJIaHO; IIOAYyMaTb IIPM HeH O TOM, 4YTO
HY>XHO CJieJIaTh, pacckasaTb 00 ycIiexe KakKo-
ro-HUOYAb fesla U yBUJETh COUYYBCTBUE M pa-
IOCTh IIPH BECTH O TaKOM ycClieXe — KM HHYero
9TOT0 He BCTpeyas y cebd goMma IleTp Asekcee-
BAY. MoJiofasd >KeHa BBIXOJHWJIa K HeMy Ha-
BCTpedy HeBecesIOl0, 0e3y4acTHO CJyllasa ero
pacckashl M 4acTo Ja’kKe He IIOHUMaJa, 3a4eM OH
TaK O TOM-TO JjJa ¥ O TOM-TO 3a00THUTCS, K yeMy
9TO HY>KHO.

— 93X, BCe 3T HOBBIE 3aMOPCKHE XUTPOCTH, —



TOBOpHJIA OHA, — HHUYEro TOro JOIIPeXk y Hac Ha
Pycu He 6bL710, a )KHJIOCHh BCeM U3PALHO. K uemy
>K HOBIIIECTBA, >KUJI OBI 110 — CTapOMy, KaK HUCKO-
HU JKUBaJIU I1apU BeJIUKUeE, He TPYLUJI OBl CBOUX
IIAapCKUX PyYeK, CBOIO I'OJIOBY He JIOMaJl OBl Haf
IIyCTBIMM 3aMOPCKHUMH HayKaMy, /ia Imoyaire Obl
C JKeHOI0 OB, II0CepzevYHee ylacKas Obl ee, a TO
YTO 3TO TaKOe — MHOM pas3 yHJeIllb He IIPOCTUB-
IIMCh. 30JI0TOM MO, 060 MHe mogyMau! CKy4HO
MHe 6e3 Tebd, Zja U 110 3aKOHY HeJIa[HO OHO BBI-
X0uT. ['Te 3TO BUAAHO, UTOOBI MYXK C YKeHOH, I10-
YHUTaM, YTO COBCEM U He KUau! VHIeIlb Thl —
BCe cJIe3bl s 6e3 Tebsd BBHIILIAUY, JleHeueK MHe Ka-
JKeTcd 3a rofioyex...

W HauwHaja IUIaKaTh L[apUIla, U C KaKIbIM
JHeM BCe CyMpayHee U CyMpauyHee CTaHOBHUJICSA
ITeTrp AJiekceeBHUY, BCe HeTepIIeJIBee ee CJIV-
mraJ1. THO#M pas He BBIJEP’KUT OH — XJIOIHET II0
CTOJIY PYKOI.

— 93X, ABJIOTBS, Hal0eJI1 MHe TBOU BeYHEIe
cje3bl, AJI1 Tebd TOJIBKO KM CBETY, UTO B 3TOM
OKOIIIKe, HY a MHe 3TO OKOIIIKO TEMOI KPOMeIII-
HOIO KakeTcd. /IyIITHO MHEe B UeThIpeX CTeHaX CH-
IleTh, C TOOOM HEMHOTI0 BBICHIKY. PaboTaTh HaJo,
ABJIOTBS, &, KQKUCh, HE TOKMO YTO OZHOM JKHUS3-



HHU YeJI0BEUECKOM, a M COTHHU »KU3HEM He XBAaTUT
Ha TaKylo paboTy, KakKasd Ilepefio MHOI!

— MHOTO0 y>X Thl O4eHb paboThl cebe BbIIYMBI-
Baelllb, 30JI0TON MOH, IZie 3TO BUAAHO, UYT0O I0OCy-
Iapb Tak pabortas. YTo 3TO 3a rocysaphb, caM OH
U IUIOTHUK, U MacCTepOBOH!..

— 93X, TO-TO, TO-TO! — MpauHo 3aMmeuyaJ IleTp
AjlekceeBUY: MHOTO, 60JIbHO, CMBICJIHIIL THI B
Moel pabore...

U yimeT OH IIpPOYb, XMYPHIX U HeJIaCKOBBHIM,
a BCJIe[ eMy CJ/BIIIATCI JOKYYHBIE KeHUHEI CJIe-
3BL

— YTO, HUKAK ONATHL C ABIOTBHIOIIKOM IIO-
B3IOpHII? — roBOpHUT IleTpy AJjieKceeBUUY IapH-
na Hatanbea KupuiioBHa.

— Huxkorpa a1 ¢ Helt He B3[0pl0, MATYIIKa, a
KUTH OHAa MHe He TaeT CBOUMH CJjIe3aMU; Hy, a
caMa, 4yal, 3Haelllb Thl, YTO C [leTCTBa He JII0O0JII0
s CJ1e3 3TUX, la U KTO Ux jiro6ut! KUtk xXouy 4, a
C HeI 3TO0 COH KaKOM-TO, AYIIH 3aMHUpaHue. IX,
PaHo THI MeHd KeHU1a, MaTyIlIKa!

KauaeTr rosioBoro u 3amymbeiBaeTca HaTaibsa
KupuiioBHa: «BUIHO, U BIPSIMb PaHO >KeHUJIA,
a To, MOXKeT, U HeBeCTy ILUIOX0 BelOpasial.. /la rae
OBLIO CBICKATh €My IIOAXOZAINYI0 HeBecTy? OH



4TO OTOHB, 38 HUM HHUKTO He II0CIIeeT».

HpeT crapas crapyXa M yTelllaeTcs Ha BHYKA,
U BCIYECKH YCIIOKauBaeT HEBECTKY: COBETYeT e
He IUIaKaTh Ilepe] rocygapeM, a OBITH BeCesIOH.
«Hruero He BO3BMEIIb CJI€3aMH, TOJIBKO Xy>Ke
clleJIaelllb, OTTOJIKHeIIb OT cebd My»ka». Ho He
CJIyIIIaeTCs MYJAPBIX MaTePUHCKHX COBETOB EBJ10-
Ky deropoBHA — He TaKOM y Hee XapakTep,
CTOMT OHA Ha CBOell IIpaBze. B 9Toi IIpaBze BOC-
IIMTaJla ee pojHas MaTyIllKa, HIHIOIIKH H Ma-
MYILIKH B 605IpCKOM JIOIIyXUHCKOM TepeMe.

A BpeMd upeT: Kajno6 U cie3 Bce 60JIbIle U
OoJipllle, BCe JaJbllle W fAajblile paspacraeTcs
IIPONACTh MEXIYy My>KeM H >KeHOH. CoBCeM Te-
Iepb He IIOHATL UM APYT APYra, TOJAbKO H CIIOKO-
€H MOJIOZIOM IIaph BJAJIM OT JKeHBI, BBIHOCUTH He
MO’KeT ee IIPUYUTAHUN. IIpOTHUBHEI CTAHOBATCA
eMy ee CJIe3bl, HHOM pa3 G0UTCSI OH, YTO He CO-
BJaJjlaeT C COO0I0 Jla IIOYYUT ee XOPOIIEeHBKO,
110 — cTapuHHOMY. Heo6pble MBICIIU IIPUXOAT
HHOM pas3 B rosioBy IleTpy AjlekceeBUYY, U CUAAT
OHHU B HeH BCe YIIOpHee — He YXOIAT; a YHIYT,
TaK Ceyyac ke ¥ OIATh BO3BpaIarTca. «4To 3TO
3a )KeHa, — JlyMaeTCs eMy, — TOJIbKO )KU3Hb MHe
OTpaBJIAeT; HUKaKOM MHe PaZjoCTH — OfHa TOCKa



Ia mocazga! MoJsioz ¥ HepasyMeH OBLI s, KOTZ[a Me-
HJ Ha Hel )KeHWJIH, [1a BeJb U )KeHW/IH, a He caM
1 Y)KeHUJICH, HeY>KTO K TaK ¥ MHe IIponagaTh M3-
3a MAaTYILIKWHOM OIIMOKU? IIoTepIuIro elle Io-
UK, a ecv OyZeT BCce TO JKe, TaK He B3bIIU, AB-
noThbsl delopoBHA — He yMeelllb OBITh IlapHUllel,
TakK, aBOChb, CyMeelllb OBITh MOHaxWHeH, MOU Jia
CBOU I'pPexy 3aMaIuBaTh».

Jx, 1opa 6bLiIa, IIopa B3IThCA 3a pasyM EBJo-
Kue de0poBHE, XOPOIIEHBKO MYy»Ka — rocyaapsd
IIOHATH, YTO HU el ¢ HUM 60pOThCs, He el u3Me-
HATH €ro XapakTep, ero KpenKyr BOJIIO, a LIapu-
I1a U He JymMaeT 06 3TOM, BCe Ta >Ke, [ja ellje U TO-
ro xyke. HallUIMChb YCJIY>KJIHBEIE IIPUATEIHHU-
IIbl, IIIeITHYJIU efl HOBOCTh: «ThI YTO, MOJI, [JapH-
Ija, AyMaellb, TaK, MOJI, II0 — TBOeMYy, HebOCh,
rocyiapb U He IJIAAUT 6e3 Tebs HU Ha OFHY Kpa-
CaBHIly, a OH U KpacaBHUIly cebe HalllesI, U C Hel
eMy He CKYy4YHO!»

CBeTy He B3BUJesa EBmoxusa ®emopoBHa, 3a-
KHIIeJIa B ee Ccepjlie JII0Tad PeBHOCTb. HaKuHY-
JIach OHa Ha My>kKa C HOBBIMHU YIIpeKaMH, C HOBBI-
Mu cimesaMu. Hy, © He BEbIHec IleTp AJeKkcee-
BUY — U Ilapuna EBrokusa PemopoBHaA cTaja
HHOKHWHeH EjeHOM. M HUKTO 3a Hee He 3acCTy-



IIUJICH, He HAIlIOCh HU OJHOIO Apyra, BCe OT-
IIaTHYJHUCh OT IIOKHMHYTOM >KeHBI, OT OBIBIIEH
CBOEM IapUIlbL.

TspKKOe IIPHUIIIO BpeMs: OTOPBaJIU ee OT BCe-
I'0 el GJIM3KOI0 U JOPOT0ro, 0TOPBAJIU U OT CHIHA,
IIpaxoM pasJeTeJIoCh HeflaBHee BesnuHe... Ye-
ThIpe CTe€HBl MPAYHOM KeJIbHU, OJUH [eHb, KakK
IPYyroy, B TUIIIMHE HeCHOCHOM, Ta >Ke MOJIUTBA C
yTpa 0 HOYH, TO Ke IlepKOBHOe IIeHHe, Te Ke
JIaMIIafbl Ilepefi HKOHaMH, TOT >Ke JajgaH!.. PBa-
JIaCh ¥ MeTaJslach B IlepBOe BpeMs LlapHulla, Jake
PYKH Ha ce0sl HaJIOKUThL XOTeJsla, ia He pPellu-
Jlach: Ipexa Ito6ossack. IloToM IIpo6oBasa MoO-
JIMTBCS, CTOsJIa Ha KOJIeHSX, HO U MOJIMTBA He
mericrBoBaja. byleBasio B Hell cepjlle, IIOJHS-
Jlachb B HeH 351062 M HEHAaBUCTh: TO, YTO ellje
HeJlaBHO JII060 OBLIO, TO OIIOCTHLIENO0. U T1y60K0
3aTausa B Jyllle CBOel 3Ty HeHaBUCTb MHOKHUHSA
EneHa ¥ KOHIIAa He OBLIO 3TOM HEHaBUCTU —
TOJIBKO €}0 OJJHOM U >KWJla OHa, TOJIBKO €10 U ITH-
Tajaack.

B posirre 6ecCOHHBIE HOUM MHOI'O Pa3HBIX 4Yy-
NOBHUIITHBIX U HEBO3MOJKHBIX IUIAHOB CTPOMJIA
OHa, MeCTH >XKakiasio ee cepare. Ho yeM 65110
OTMCTHUTE ei1? TaMm cuiIa, TaM BOJIL — a Y Hee py-



KU CBsg3aHBl; pa3/iaBjeHa OHa, KaK 4epBb, U Oec-
CHJIbHA. A BpeMs IIIJI0 B TOCKe M 0TYasgsHUH, B MY-
KaX HeHaBUCTH; TOZbI IIPOXOAUIIH, U YIIIa OBICT-
PO ¥ HEeBO3BPAaTHO MOJIOAOCTL. He j1eTa cocTapH-
JIM, & COCTApHUJ/IHA Yachl JIIOTHIE, II0OJIEKIN PYMH-
HBIe II[eKH, BblIe3jIa Koca pycas, IOIBUJIHCE Ce-
Ible BOJIOCHI, MOPIIMHKU. YTO 3a )KU3HB ObLIa —
Jla ¥ pasBe MOXKHO Ha3BaTh KHU3HBIO 3TO HECHOC-
HOe, BeYHOe 3aK/IyYeHHe! PeKO KTO HaBeIllas
OBIBIIIYIO [JAPUILY, PeAKO KOI0 OHa BHUJaJIa.

Ho Bce ke HallleJIcd X Y Hee APYI. ITOT APYT
6p11 Matiop CrenaH [1e6oB. ITosTHass HEHaBUCTH
M JKaKJbl MECTH, IIPUBA3aJIach K HEMY H II0JIIO-
ouna ero EBrokus ®efopoBHa, U JOJITO0 AJIMIACH
JI060BBb 3Ta. A TYT BBIPOC U IlapeBU4Y — He 3a-
ObLI MaTepH, BpeMs 0T BpeMeHU BUJIEJICA C HelO.
Ilepen crlHOM HMHOKHHA EjleHa BLLIIMBAaJa BCIO
CBOIO JIYIIy, €My >KajioBaJach OHa Ha CBOH JIIO-
Thble My4YeHHUsI U Ha CBOUX T'OHHUTEJIeH, ero BOOPY-
’KaJia OHa IIPOTHB OTIIA, IIOATOTOBJILA cebe B HeM
BEepHOe UM CTpallHOe OpyjHe cBoeirl MecTH. Ho
OHa He OTrpaHHUYHJIACh 3THM, OHA CyMeJia, HaKo-
Hell, HabpaThb cebe IIPUBEPIKEHIEB U OCTOPOXKHO
M MeJ[JIEHHO I'OTOBHJIa CBOHM KOBEL TOJIBKO He [a-
Ja eyl cyabba OCTUTHYTH IIejIN: U300/ IMYeHbl



ObIM BCKOpe Bpard IleTpoBBI, HAUaJIOCh [JIMH-
HOe TspKeJIoe JleJIo IlapeBruYa AJIeKced...

U BoT EjleHa oIIATh 0ffHa — CBIH IIOTUO, IIOTHO
U I'71e60B, U IIOTUO CTPAIIHOM, MYUYUTeJIbHOM
CMepThI0, II0Ca’KEHHBIN Ha KOJI; a caMa ObIBIIIasg
[IapHIla, B COIIPOBOXKIEHUH KapJ/IHIlbl, II0Bapa U
IBeHaAllaTHU CoJIJAaT OTIpaBiIeHa B Jlafory, B
YCIIeHCKUU MOHACTBIPS, I7ie ee CTalu CoJepKaTh
II0J; CAMBIM CTPOTMM IIPUCMOTPOM, B HYXK]e, TeC-
HOTe ¥ BCEeBO3MOXKHBIX 06Mjax. O, TyT ObLIa CO-
BCeM He >KH3Hb, a Karopra. M Jyuiach ara Ka-
TOpra [0 CaMOro BoIlapeHUs ExaTepuHEI, IIpU
KOTOPOH y>Ke OApsXjeBlIyi0 EjleHy IlepeMecTu-
Jiu B [IlHccesbOYypr U JOCTaBUIN €l HEKOTOPhIe
ypo6cTBa. CTpaliHoO IIOAyMaTb, Yero HaTeplle-
Jack EBnokus deropoBHa. BceM ee 06M>KaTh OBI-
JIO BOJILHO, BCe HU3[leBaJIUCh HaJ Hel, YHIKaJIU
BCSIYeCKH, JIUIIIaJIHN He06X0UMOoro. BeIBalu JHH,
HefleJId U MecCsIpl, YTO KaslaCh OHa Iepef, bo-
T'OM B Ipexax CBOMX U HUCKPEHHO IIPHU3HaBaJIa Ce-
01 BUHOBHOM; HO BCe ’Ke B KOHIJe IIPOCHINIajach
IIPeXKHSA TOPA0CTh, IIPeKHUM TyX CTPOIITUBOCTH
U yIPAMCTBA, ¥ CMOTpeJia MHOKUHA EjleHa Ha ce-
0s He MHaUe, KaK HA My4eHUIly 6€3BUHHYIO...

Bce 3TO IPUIIOMUHAJIOCE Tellephb CTapylIlIKe, U



Laske IIOT XOJIOGHBIM BBICTYIIAJI Ha MOPIIHHU-
CTOM JIOYy ee; OT MHBIX BOCIIOMHUHAHUU [POXKb
mpoberaJia I10 APSIXJIbIM ee YeHaM.

BoT oHa CcHOBa ymaja Ha KOJIEHH U CHOBa
KapKo MOJIUTCA Ilepel UKOHON boromMmarepwy,
UIIEeT CIacTHUCh B 3TOM MOJIUTBE OT CTPAIIHBIX
OpPU3PaKOB U HEBLIHOCUMBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUM.
CHOBa KHIIUT U T'OPUT B HEU cepAlie, CHOBA JIIO-
Thle MYKH, CHOBA HEHABUCTH K IIOKOMHOMY...

«[Ipoctu ero, boxke, YIIOKOU U IIOMUIYUA», —
LIEITYyT ee T'yObl, HO CepAlie He BTOPUT 3TOM MO-
JuTBe. «M Kak TOJIBKO He yMepJia g 10 CUX IIOp,
KakK ellle )KMBY Ha CBeTe, — HEBOJBbHO AyMaeT
EBmokus ®enopoBHA, — CTOJILKO BBIHECTH... bo-
’Ke MoH, Boxke! Beib MecTa )KUBOTO B JIyIlle HETY,
Jla ¥ TeJIO BCe pa3bUTO, BOT y>K HOTH He CJIyIlla-
I0TCS, a BCe JKUBY... BUITHO, TaK HY>XHO, BUJHO,
cMUIoBajci BOor M TOTOBUT, XOTh Ha KOHeI]
IHeW, CBETJIYIO AOIt0!..»

«/la 3aueM OHa MHe Tellepb?.. — C OTYasgHUEM,
elBa He TPOMKO BCKPUKHYJIA ITapuIia. — UTO Te-
Iepsb s IoAeJIak, ecyau 6 Jake BJIAaCTh IPUIILIA B
MOM PYKH, Ha YTO I IIOX0’Ka U UTO MHe Tellepb
HY>KHO? [locTesb GBI TOJIBLKO MATKas, fa KyCOK
xjeba... Al CJIHUIIIKOM II03[HO... He MUJIOCTH TYT



Boxxbs, a HOBasg Kapa. Ho HeT, HeT, ellle eCTh 3a-
YyeM JKUTh, Beb OHU >KUBEHL.. OIUH yMep, IpY-
TOM 0CTaJICsd, KUBBI Bparu MOMU JIIOTHIE; BCe Te,
KTO I103a0BLT MeHs, BCe Te, KTO 0CKOPOJILI MeHs,
KTO MeHsd My4YMI. BOT 3aueM Ha/0 KUTbh, BOT 3a-
YyeM HY’KHA BJIACTh: UX IIOKapaTh, UX KasHUTH,
HaJl HUMU Tellepb IIOCMeIThCs!»

TopdT r1asa IjapUIel, 3j1ad yCMeIllKa KPpUBUT
ee OsiegHBIe I'yOBI, M BAPYI OHa IIOBepraeTcs
OIIATH HUIL Ilepel MKOHOU U OIATh HayuHaeT
MOJIUTBCS, CTapasiCh OTOTHATh OT cebs1 Geca —
HUCKYCUTeJISI — HO OTOIHATh ero He MoKeT. OH
SIBUJICA, OH 3aBJIafieJl Tellepb elo, el He H3ba-
BUTHLCS OT HETO, X OH IITeITYeT el CO6JIa3HUTEb-
Hble peud U CHOBa PUCYeT ell KapTUHBI MITIEHUSI.
HabGoJieB1m1as fyliiia ee pasropaeTcs CHOBa, CHOBa
pacKphIBAalOTCA CTapble paHsl... [la, OHA JO/DKHA
OTOMCTUTEL — He YMpeT II0Ka He HacMeeTcsa Haf
HUMHU... U OIIITH OHAa IIeItyueT: «/la 3aueM xe?!
ITo3gHO — MHe HHUYero He Hamo!..» OH GJIH3KO Te-
repb, 6JIM3KO 3TOT HOHBIM BHYK, CHIH AJieKces, C
CecTporo, ¢ MajleHbKoM Hatareii. OHa UX HUKO-
ra He BHJaJa, He 3HaJa... BOT IJId 4ero eime
MOYKHO OBLJIO OBI )KUTh, BOT eUHCTBEHHAS OCTa-
I0Ifasicd el oTpajza — JII0OUTh UX, MUJIBIX BHY-



4yaT. PoHbIe IBUJINUCH... HUKOT/A POAHBIX He Obl-
JIO — BCe OCTaBWJIH, a Tellepb POJHELIEe, OJIU3KUE,
KpOBHBIE [IeTU eJUHCTBEHHOIO ChIHA, HeCYyacT-
HOTO TIOTUOIIIero AJiekcess — BOT 3aUeM JKUTH!
Ho Befb OTBBIKJIO OT JIHOOBU ee cepjlie — Hail-
ZleTcd JIA B HEM CHOBa IIPeKHsA CHJIa, la U KakK
3HaThb, OBITh MOKET, U JIIOOUTH-TO IIPUAETCS Oes-
HaJle>KHO — pasBe OHU ee IIOJIFOAT, 9T BHyUa-
Ta? Kakag Takad 6abyllka, OTKyJa B3saack? Y
HUX ObLIa fpyras 6abyllika — UMIlepaTpUlia, a
9TO 4TO Takoe?.. JKaskas, Apsixjasi cTapyxa, Us-
My4deHHas, JOoJITHe TOoJbl ToJIoJaBIlas, 3abpo-
IIeHHas, 3abblTasg, HecyacTHasl MOHaXWHI —
pasBe OHU ee IIOJIOOAT TaKyr?! OHa U OT JIHO-
Ie-TO OTBBIKJIA, Yal, 110 — UXHEMY U CJI0BA CKa-
3aThb He yMeeT TaK; HOBbIE COBCEM JIKO/IU, HOBbIE
HpasBkbl, bor 3HaeT Kak U roBopsaT-TO 0HU! U1 pas-
Be KOIJla-HUOyAb XOThb OJUH YeJsIOBeK CKasall
9TUM BHy4YaTaM IIpo 6a0yIIIKy — a eCcJIv U CKa3ajl
KTO, TaK C OpaHblo, C IIpe3peHHeM, C HeHaBU-
CTBIO.

U1 BOT Telleps, C BOIlapeHUEM BHYKA, XOTb U
BO3BpallleHa el cB06Oza, a Belb ecJu 6 TOUYHO
XOTeJIU BUJeTh, TaK JAaBHO OBl YK K cebe B Ile-
TepOypr BbIDUCAIH. «MOXKeT, IIpUeyT /1a U OT-



BEPHYTCA OT MeHs, U KJaTb MHe HOBBIX 00U U
OCKOpOJIeHH#. BOoT 3TOT Hemel, 6apoH AHApei
MBaHbIY, IIUIIIET TaKHe JIACKOBLIE ITHMCHbMa, YBe-
pseTt, uTo IleTpyiia gyMaeT 060 MHe, 3a00THUTCA
U MeHs JIIOOUT — JJa KaK MHe BepUTb HEMILY, U3-
BepHJIACh 51, HA OT KOI0 He JKAy IIpaBJEl. A XOTe-
JIOCh OBl IIOJIIOOMTH HX, 3THX JleTOYeK — CHPO-
TOK, 0X! /lTaBHO HHUKOI'0 He Jiroomal..»

Hrrke ¥ HIDKe OITyCKaeTCs r0JI0Ba CTapoH I1a-
PHIIBI, THXHE CJIe3BI CTPYSATCS 110 MOPIITUHHUCTHIM
IIleKaM ee, ¥ OHa pafia 9TUM CJIe3aM... MHOTHeE I0-
IBl VoK He IIPUXOAUIIN cJessl. «boxke, 61arogapo
Tebs, — mierruer oHa. — Matu IIpecBgarasa Boro-
pojauIia, MHJIOCTHBAs 3aCTYyIIHUIIA!» — W oIdaTh
cpefu ropsiuer MOJIMTBBI SIBJIAIOTCS CTpPAaIlHbIe
IIPU3PaKH, U OIATH 06pasbl MEPTBBIX U KUBBIX
JIIOfled TIPOXOZAT Ilepef IjasaMH. M MepTBBIM
HeT IIPOIIleHUs B Ceplle IIapHIILI, a Ha KHUBBIX
KJIMYeT OHa I'HeB BOXKUM, U BeJIMKa ee Bpakaa K
HUM. U KJITHeTCd OHa He 0CTaBUTh UX B IIOKOE, U
He MOJKeT y>K BIJITHYTBh Ha JIUK boromarepu, He
CJIBIIIIUT CTPOMHOIO KJIMPHOTO II€HUs, He CJIBI-
IIUT YCIIOKAaWBAIOIIUX OOJIAIIYIO LYIY CJIOB CBS-
TOU MOJIUTBEIL... A KPYIOM, U3 TEMHOTEI, CIYIIIEI0-
IIericd MeXXy KOJIOHHaMH, CO BCeX CTOPOH 06pa-



IIIeHbl Ha Hee JIIOOIBITHBIE B30PHI, COTHU IJIa3
CJIefIAT 3a MaJIeHIITUM ee BIDKeHHEM. BBITh Mo-
>KeT, MHOTHe IIOHUMAaloT ee BOJIHEHUE, ee CJIe3bl,
HO HUKTO He B CHJIaX HOHSTH BCI0 GeCKOHeY-
HOCTbD ee 3JI00BI U ee My4YeHUH...

BceﬁomHaH KOHYMJIACh, M TaK ’Ke THXO, TaK ke
OITyCTHB IJIasa H Illell4a MOJIMTBY, IIPOIILIA
EBmokus deopoBHa MUMO Hapoja. MOHaXUHU
OCTOPO’KHO CBEeJIK €e CO CTyIIeHeM IallepTH, Ha-
KHWHYJIHA 60raTyro IIyoy Ha ee IIeYH; OT LIepKBHU
10 KpBUIbIla ee OB pasocTiaH KoBep. IIpu BXo-
Jie B ee IIOMellleHHe ee BCTPeTHU/IH APYyrre MOHa-
XUHU U CYeTH/INChL BOKPYT Hee: CHUMaJId C Hee
mry0y, cIpalllMBajid, 4ero oHa IpUKakeT. OHa
c1ab0 MaxHyJsla PYKOM M IIPOILIa B TUXYIO KOM-
HaTKy, KOTOPYI0 BbIOpasa Iy crajJbHU. TaM B
YIJIy CTOSIJI OTPOMHBIM KHOT, HaIlOJTHEHHBIN 00-
pasaMH B JOPOTHX pH3aX; TPH JaMIIaJKH TeILIH-
JIUCB Ilepesi KHOTOM. B IpyroM yriy 6blia ee IIO-
CTeJIb, IIBIIITHO B30UTAas, IIOKPLITAasA CTeTaHbIM aT-
JIACHBIM OJIes1JIOM C BBIIINUTHEIMU Ha HEM IIPHYY/-
JINBBIMH y30paMH. PacrrcaHHast M3pasIjoBasd Jie-
JKaHKa [laJIeKo 0T cebs paclpocTpaHsia TeILIo-



Ty; B KOMHaTKe y>K II0CEJHJICI TOT 0COOeHHBIN
3alax, Kakou ObIBaeT B KeJIbsIX HAOOXKHBIX CTa-
pylIeK: IaxJo JaJaHOoM, JIAMIIaJHBIM MacCJIOM.
3a crapoil Itapulled Ipobpasack TOJIBKO OJHA
JKeHIIMHA, ee IIPeKH IIPUCTY>KHULLA.

— Hy 4T0 X, Hy 4TO K, — 00paTU/Iach K Hel
EBmokusa ®enopoBHa, — HET BeCTeH OT rocyfaps?

— Kak ke, MaTyIllKa — TOCyJapbIHd, Cemrvac
TOHel] OBLT — CKa3bIBaeT, BCe ellle CTOSAT Ha Me-
cTe. /IHgI yepes3 TPH, He TO YeThIPe, TOBOPHUT, IIPH-
Oy RyT.

EBokus ®enopoBHA II0Kayasia rojIoBOIO.

— Hy, a uTo 1 B Opy’KelHyI0 IajaaTy I10CJIaTh
HaKasbIBaJla 38 PyKOMOEM, II0C/IaJIn?

— 3/1eck pyKOMOM, TOCYAAPBIHS, CYy[Abs TOTYAC
’Ke BheIaI!

—TI';me oH, rae? — OKHUBHJIACHL CTApyIIKa. —
ITpuHecu ero, Hacts.

[Iprcay’KHUIA BBIIILIA B COCEJHIOI0 KOMHATY
M BBIHECJIa OTTYZa KaKyI0-TO Belllb, 3aBePHYTYIO
B I11eJIKOBOM IIaTKe ¥ 00B3aHHYIO IIIHYPKaMHU.

— IlocTaBe 37eCh, BOT TYT Ha CTOJIHK, U VM-
OH... MHE HHYEero He HY>KHO, — IIIeIIHyJIa IJapH-
I1a, — Jia JBepb 3a COO0K0 3aIlpy, ¥ HUKOIO He
IIyCKaThb KO MHe. Huuero He Hy>KHO, HUYETO...



OcraBimch oxHa, EBoKMsa deopoBHA I10/0-
IIUIa K CTOJIy ¥ JPO’KaIMMHU CTapUYeCKUMHU pyKa-
MU CTajla pasBA3bIBAaTh IIPUHECEHHYI0 Belllb.
JloIro IIHYPKU He II0[aBajiCh, HO BOT HAaKO-
Hell OHU pacIlyTaHblL. B 1raTke OBLI 3aBg3aH 30-
JIOTOM PYKOMOWHUK C TaKOM Ke JI0XaHbI0. [lapu-
I1a ceJa Ilepej CTOJIOM U CTajla pacCMaTpUBaTh
PYKOMOMHUK. BOT U3MeHseTcs Bce JIUI0 ee, BOT
Ha IJIa3ax ee JIpo’KaT CJIe3bl, — YTO >K 3TO 3Ha-
quT? UTO 0CO6EHHOIr0 B 9TOM PYKOMOMHUKe? OT-
4ero OHa Tak >KaJHO ero pacCMaTpHUBAaeT, I10BO-
payuBaeT BO BCe CTOPOHBI, U APOKAT IIPU 3TOM
ee pyku? PyKOMOHHHK, [IeMCTBUTEJBHO, IIpe-
KpacHOM XyZ0’KeCTBEHHOM pabOTHI, Belllb pef-
Kas U 6oraTasi, XUTPbIM y30pOM BeCh OH BBIBe-
IleH, 30JI0TOH, ¢ PUHUPTHIO U YCBINIaH ParolieH-
HBIMHU KaMeHbIMH: ajMasbl, SIXOHTBI, HU3YMPY-
Ibl — U CYeCTh UX HEBO3MOXXKHO, BCeX OKOJIO ThI-
CsI4M; a KPyroM HaAIuch. llapuiia sxagHO IIPUHI-
Jlach pasbupars ee:

«JIema 7200, — med.1eHHO, OYK8Y 3a OYK-
80ll, Humasa oHa. — I'eHeaps 8 nepabwlil
0eHb CUMB CIOSIHEM® U %yicomoemz, no-
HCAN08a1a 86AUKAS 20CYOAPbIHA, 6.1a20-
8EpHAA Uapuua u eauKas KHa2uHa Ha-



masawes KupuanosHa 8HyKa cgoezo 6.1a20-
8epHA20 20Cy0aps uapesuua U 8e,IUK020
KHA35 Anekces Ilemposuua 8cest 8e/IUKIA
U Manwvla u 6esvlst Pocciuy.

CunpHO 3apposkand pyku EBpokuu ®emopos-
HBI, UyTh He YPOHMJIA OHA PYKOMOMHUK; CJIe3bl
IIOJIMJIUCEH U3 IJIa3 ee.

«IleJs 0H, I1eJI, HUYero He HUCIIOPTUJICS, BCe Ka-
MEIIKH IIeJIbl, BOT ¥ 3MeHHasa r0JIOBKa, U3 KOTO-
poi BoLa MaJbIMU CTPYHMKaMU couyuTca!» Jl0JI-
rye, TOJITHe oAbl IIPOILIN C TeX II0P, KaK YBUJE-
Ja EBpokus demopoBHA B IIEPBBIM pas 3TOT PY-
KOMOMHUK, HO 6YATO ceituac 3T0 6b110. Ha Apy-
roe yTpo IIocje cBaAbObl CBOEM yMbIBajach OHa
M3 Hero. JTa Bellp ObLIa CaMOI JIFOOMMOIO Be-
mer0 Hatansu KUpU/JIOBHEL, U OHA B BH/[IE 0OCO-
00 JlacKHU IIOCTaBMJIa ee HOBOOpa4yHOM, HO BCe
’Ke He IIojlapuiia U IIOTOM B3sia cebe 06paTHO.
Kasxmass MUHYTKa, KakK[oe CJI0BO TOI'O CTPAIIHO
IaJIeKoI'0 SHS BCIIOMMHAJINCH Telleph CTapoH Iia-
pune. IloMHHIa OHA, KaK MYy MOJIOJOM, ellle
BUepa OBIBIIMI TaKUM JaJleKUM, TAKUM CTpaH-
HBIM, a Tellephb CTABIINWN TaKUM OJIU3KUM, I107a-
BaJ el 3TOT pPyKOMOMHUK. [IoMHMIa OHa, KakK
CMEeSUIMCh TOIJ[a, YTO TaKOM MaJIeHbKOM U XPYII-



KOM KasaJjlaCh 3Ta POCKOIIIHAasg Belluila B 60JIb-
oM pyke rocyzaps. [loMHMIa 0OHa, YTO U OH
CMesiICd, IIOMHMWJIA, KaK JIMIach MaJIeHbKUMU
CTpyMKaMH BOJla Ha ee OeJsible, He)KHbIE PYKH U
cberaja C TOHKHUX IaJIblleB, U KaK TIOCyZaph,
CKJIOHUBIIIMCHL HaJ HEI0, KacasiCh CBOMMHU TEM-
HBIMU KyIpsSIMH II[eKH ee, JII0O0BHO IIeJI0BaJI ee
ellfe He BBITEPTHIe II0JIOTEHIIeM MOKpPEBIe PYKU, U
KaK OHa OpbI3rajia B JIMII0 €ro OCTaBIIMMMUCA
KaIUIAMU BOJBI, ¥ KaK OH >KMYPHJICI, ¥ KaK OHA
ero Jyirobuaa. I BOT CMOTPUT Telepb HEeBOJILHO
EBmokusg PemopoBHAa Ha CBOM MOPIIHMHUCTELIE
CTapble PYKH — U CTPaHHO el, UTO CTOJILKO Bpe-
MEHU IIPOIIJIO C TeX IIop, Aa U KaKOro BpeMeHU?
Huyero, kak eCcTb HUYEro He 0CTaJIOCh OT TOTO,
4TO TOrJa OBLIO, KaK OyATO ero ¥ COBCEM He Obl-
JIO, KaK OyATO OHO BCe IIPUTPE3UIOCH TOJILKO B
KaKyo-HUOYAb AYIINCTYI0 MAauCKyH HO4YKy. He
OHa, He OHa ObLIa Ta pe3Basl MOJIO/AasA KpacaBH-
113, He MOJKET YeJsIOBeK TaK USMEeHATHCH, 1a U OH,
pasBe OH TO OBLI, TOT JIACKOBBIM, CMEIOLIUC,
KMYPSITUNCA 0T OpPBI3T, IIONaJaBIIMX B IJIas3a,
B3MaXUBaWIINI TYCTHIMM KyApAMHU KpacaBel,
pasBe OH TO OBLJI, ee Bpar JITHIH, ee MydUTeJIb?!

OHa TeIlepb X0TeJIa ero IIpeCTaBUTh cebe Ta-



KUM, KaKUM BUJlesla B IIOCJeHUU pas, BUzesa C
S710M ¥ HEHaBUCTHIO B Cepjlle, 1 HUKAK He MOI-
Jla: BCe BCIIOMUHAaJICI OH €U MOJIOJBIM, JIACKO-
BBIM U JIIOOUMBIM. I BOT cOBCeM HaKJIOHWJIACh
HaJi pyKOMOMHHMKOM CTapylllKa, ¥ BCe ILIaKaJa,
U He 3aMeuaJia, KaK ee cjIe3bl cOerarT KallIgMU
U NIaZjaloT B Y3KOe TOPJIBIIIKO PYKOMOMHUKA KaK
B YPHY.

[IoToM CTasI0 BCIIOMUHATHCA ef YK Apyroe
BpeMs, BCIIOMUHAJICSI e ChIH, KOTOPOMY 6abyIIl-
Ka I1oZiapujia CBOU JIFOOUMBIN PYKOMOMHUK.

CHOBa BCIIBIXHYJIA JaBHO I103a0BITHIe MarTe-
PUHCKHe YyBCTBAa K HeCUYaCTHOMY IjapeBUYY,
06e3sBpeMeHHO M CTpallHO IlorubineMy. Bcs
B3porHysa EBnokusa demopoBHa, IIpejcTaBUIa
OHa cebe AJjieKces KpOIIIEUYHBIM MaJIbUUKOM Y
ITPyAU CBOeM, II0TOM BCIIOMHHJIA €ero 6JielHbIM
IOHOIIIeH, 3aIJIIbIBaBIINM B TUIIIUHY ee 3aTo4e-
HUs; BCIIOMHMWJIa OHa THUXHe 4Yachbl C HUM — Te
Oecespl, KOIjla BCS AyIlla ee KUIleJa OT JIOTOM
37100B1 U JKa)K[Ibl MeCTH, KOIZIa C YCT ee CphIBa-
JIUCh SIJOBUTHIE peuu. BClIOMHMIIa OHa, KaK pac-
TpaBJisjla U pasfparkasia, U Bo3Mylljasua caabbli
IyX HOHOIIIM, KaK BOOpY’>Kajia OHAa ero IpOTHUB OT-
I1a U IIPOTUB BCeX JieJl OTIIOBCKUX, KaK B3bIBaJla



OHa K ero CepAily, MOJIMJIa O MeCTH, O 3aCTyIIHHU-
JecTBe 3a MaTh POAHY0. O, OH OJIT0 KoJiebaicd,
HO OHA 3HaJIa, KaK BeCTH JieJIo, OHa CyMeJia, Ha-
KOHell, COBCeM IIpe0OpasUTh ero, U BHIIIeJ OH U3
ee PyK HEHAaBUCTHUKOM OTIIa, HEHABUCTHUKOM
ero IJIaHOB, HEHaBUCTHUKOM HOBOM Poccuu. U
OH IIOTUO 3a 3Ty HEHaBUCTh — U KTO >Ke OBbLI BU-
HOIO ero morubesn? Bce OH ’Ke, OH, 3TOT 3Bepb
JIXOTBIY, 3TOT OTel] 6e3 cepalia...

W BApyr BceMH WiIeHaMHM 3aZposkajia crapas
Ljapulia, BAPYT, MOXKET ObITh, B IIePBLIN pa3 B
’KHU3HU 4YTO-TO IIPOSICHUJIOCH B €e MBICIU, U II0-
HsJla OHA, YTO IIPUYMUHOI THOeIU ee [eTHINA
ObLI He OTell, a TOJILKO O/{HA OHA: OHa IIPUTOTO-
BUJIA eMy 39Ty Ilorubesb. CTpallIHO U AYIIHO CTa-
J10 EBroxuu ®enopoBHe U Ka3ajaoCh €, YTO OHa
BUJIUT B II0JIyMpaKe 3TOM TeIVION KeJIeMKHU OJIef-
HBIM, M3MyYeHHbIM CHIHOBHUU 00pa3s. BoT OH
IIPOCTHpPAET Ilepe] Hel0 CBOU TOHKMeE, Xy/ble Py-
KU — Ha HUX Ka)KyTCd CIelbl IIBITKH, ero OJief-
Hble, 3alleKIluecs I'y0bl, HICKpUBJIEHHbIE CTPaja-
HbeM, IIenuyT ei: «MaTyIlKa, MaTyIIKa, Thl Me-
Ha noryousial» ObeccusieHHas, I1afiaeT Ha CTOJ
rosoBox EBfokusa ®eopoBHA U y>Ke He MOKeET
OHa ILIaKaTb. EM cTpamiHo, ee cefble BOJIOCHI



IIOHUMAIOTCA [AbI60M. BOT OHa BCKaKUBaeT U
MeueTcs 110 KOMHaTe. 3a Hel cJIefloM 6eryT U Ha-
CTUTAlT ee IIPU3PaKH, OHU TPo3AT ei: «ThlI, THI
oryousa Hac, Thl 3a Hac OTBETHIIL Iepen, bo-
roM!» CbIH C3bIBaeT K cebe Ijesioe IIOJTYUILE, U
pacTyT 3TH IIPU3PAKH, U CTPAIIHee BCeX U yXKac-
Hee npuspak [1e60Ba: oHa SICHO BUJUT C HEBBI-
PasvMBIM y>KacoM B Cepjlle KOIZa-TO JIFDOMMOT0
4yeJloBeKa I10CaKEHHBIM Ha KOJI, B IJIa3ax ee BOT
OH U3BUBAaETCs, U3BUBAETCA U CKpesKellleT 3yba-
MU, U CTOHET, U I'PO3UT ei: «TrI, ThI, BUHO MO-
UxX MydeHUu!» He 3HaeT, KyJa feBaTbca OemHas
CTapyXa OT 3THX IOCTel HeIIPOIlleHHEIX, ITe el
Tellepb CKPBIThCA... [laflaeT oHa Ha IIOJ IIepef
KHOTOM U HaUMHAaeT MOJIUTHCH, KapKO MOJIUTCS,
OIIITH IIayeT U ObeT cebsd B CBOK HCCOXIIYEO
IpyAb, U JOJIO0 He MOYKEeT YCIIOKOUThCI. Her,
TOJILKO OJJHO OCTaJIoOCh Ha cBeTe — BHydarTa! B
HUX BCe cIiaceHbe. JIIOOUTH UX, CTapaTbCsa OT-
CTPaHUTH OT HUX BCe AypHOe — BOT K YeMy HYX-
HO CTPeMUThCS, BOT Yero Ao0uBaThCd. Beab Kak
OB TO HU 6BLIO, CTPAIIIHO, CTPALIIHO HUX IT0JIOXKe-
HUe: HU IYIIIH POJHOM, KpyroM BCe Yy’KHe JIIOIH,
KaXIBbIU-TO cTapaeTcd 3abpaTh UX B PYKU paju
CBOMX KOPBICTHBIX Ilesiei, a 06 uX 6j1are HUKTO U



He rmogyMaer!

Y BOT HayMHaeT YyBCTBOBATH CTapas ILapHIia
B CBOEM Cep/lie IPUJINUB JAaBHO I103a0BITON HeX-
HOCTH. /la, OHa JIFOOUT, TOpPsAY0 JIFOOUT 3TOTO Ma-
JIEHBKOTO BHYKa, HMIIepaTopa, U cecTpy ero. 1
BHyUaTa J0JDKHBI HelIpeMeHHO II0JII00UTh ee —
BeJlb OHa CBOs, poAHas 6abyiika. IIycTs BOOpY-
’KaJIu UX IIPOTUB Hee, IIYCTh TOBOPUIU UM 0 HeH
TOJIBKO OFHO IYPHOe, HO BCe >Ke OHAa Belb elle
’KHBa, UX CKOPO YBUAUT, U He COBCEM K€ BBDKU-
Jla OHa W3 yMa, CyMeeT, [JOJDKHA CYMeTh II0Bep-
HYTb BCe B CBOIO II0JIb3Yy, JOJDKHA CyMETh BHY-
IIIUTH UM K cebe J0BepHe, II0UTEHUE U JIIOOOBb.
Jla Te K OHH, YTO K OHU He e[lyT, UTO K TOMSIT
TakK /10Jro?! Begb 6JIM3K0, B HECKOJIBKUX BepCcTax
OTCIO/Ia — U BCe-TaKU TAHETCS 9Ta pasjyKa. X0Thb
OBl caMOIl K HUM II0eXaTh, 1a HeT, He >KeJaloT,
HeT, HY)KHO JXJaTh HX 3/leCh, a >KJaTb TeIlepb
CTapoM Iapuile ¢ KaXXI0i MUHYTON CTaHOBUTCH
He II0 cujIaM, U BOT EBoKHA PeJOpOBHA BEJIUT
3akeub B CBOeH KeJleliKe BOCKOBLIe CBeUM, Be-
JIUT II0JaTh ce6e OyMaru U HaUuWHaeT BHIBOJAUTH
CTapyecKHUM JposKallluM I1oyepkKoMm. OHa IHUIeT
BeJINKOM KHSDKHe HaTasbe:

«IToacanyii, ceem moll, npocu'’y bpamua



c80e20, Umobbl MHe 8ac 8udems U NOpaoo-
8aMbCsL BAMU: KAK 8bl U pOOUAUCH — He
0aau MHe npo 8ac CALLUAMb, He MOKMO
uymo sudemau».

«IIyCThb cecTpa IIOTOBOPUT eMY, YOEIUT ero, —
oyMaeT ITapuIia, — Ja HAIUIITy W HeMITY, TOBO-
PSIT, OH €T0 CIIYIIIAaeTCsI».

«3a 8epHyt0 8auLy c/yxicby Ko BHYKY MO-
emy, — nuwem oHa Ocmepmany, — u K
HAM, 51 N0 npeMHOo2y 6.21a200apcmeyro, ay
MEHS UCMUHHO HA 8ac HadestHue Kpenkoe,
MO/IbKO 0 MOM 8acC NPOULY, HUmoovl MHe
gHyHuam ceoux eudems u mecme ¢ HUMU
ObIMb; @ L UCMUHHO € NeYAAU Hymb JHCUBA,
YMmo ux He 8UdCy. A 1 UCMUHHO HAO0erCh,
Wmo yace nedaau HaCKy4uau, U Npu3Ha-
8a0, HMO MHe 8 MAKUX HECHOCHbLX neva-
/51X He yMepemb; U edceu 6bl 1 ¢ HUMU
gMmecme 6bL1a U 1 6bl Maxkue c8ouU HeCHOC-
Hble nevaau ece no3abvl1a U MaK MeHs
ceemuietiuiuil KHA3b 30 1em Kpywu, a
HbIHE ONAMb COKPyWarom, a s He 3Hat0,
cue HuHUmMcs om Ko2on».

— CKopel, ckopei! — KJIMYeT OHa CBOIO CTa-
Py IIPUCIYXHUIY. — CKOpeM BesJd II0CIaTh
TOHIIA C 3TUMU IIUCbMaMH... /la HeT, II0TO/IH, I10-



CTOM, fait MHe eliie 6ymaru!
[lapuIia OIATH CaJUTCS U ITHUIIIET y>Ke CAMOMY
BHYKY:

«/[oa120 U, MOUTl BAMOWKA, MHE 8aC He
sudems? Hau 8ac u 8o8ce MHe He 8U0emb,
a sl ¢ ne4aau UCMUHHO yMUparo, 4Hmo 8ac
He guoicy, datime, Mol bamowka, MHe 8ac
gudemsp, xoms 6bl 1 K 8aM npuexanar.

C 3TUMU IUCbMaMU CKaueT I'OHel] B IIapCKYI0
CTOSIHKY, a IJapHIla BCI0O HOYb He CIIUT B CBOEH
POCKOIITHOM KeJibe; ¢ 60Ky Ha 00K II0BOpa4yMBa-
eTcsl OHa Ha MdArkoi IlepuHe; ee 6pocaeT TO B
JKap, TO B X0JIOA. 3aKyTBIBAeTCA OHa B JOPOTOE,
XUTPO BBIIINATOE IITeJIKAMH KM 30JI0TBIMU HUTKA-
MH 0/Ies1JI0 ¥ BCe €M YTO-TO HEeJIOBKO, BCe eH Tpe-
BOKHO. BBEIBalOT MUHYTBI, UTO KaXKeTCsd el, 6YATo
HUKaKOM HeT IlepeMeHE] K JIydIlleMy B ee II0JIO-
)KeHMH. Tak HEBBIHOCHMO €M 3TO OXKHAHHUe.
TaMm, B TsDKeJIOM 3aTOYeHHH, OBLIO CIIOKOMHee.
ITox, xoHel y»Ke CXKHJIach CO CBOMM IOpeM, CO
CBOEM JITOM >KU3HBIO cTapyluka. Huuero yxe
He X0TeJIa, HUYero He >Kajla U HU Ha UTO He Ha-
mesiack... HakoHell 3a0bIBaeTCsI OHa CHOM, HO
COH [JIMTCA HeZoJIro. BoT OHa OIATH IIPOCHY-
Jacb. C U3yMyIeHUeM IJIAAUT KPyroM cebd: Ije



OHa, YTO C Hero? OTKyZa B3sjlach BMeCTO CBHIPOW,
OYIITHOM KeJIbU 3Ta TeIllas, CIIOKOMHAas1 KOMHa-
Ta? OTKy/a 3Ta MATrKas IIepuHa, 3TO POCKOIITHOoe
ozesyio? Kyzma mcuessa crapas CKpHUIIAIas Kpo-
BaTh C IpybOM IIPOCTHIHEIO, C U3SHOILIIEHHBIM O/le-
SIJIOM, KOTOPBIM OHAa IIPUKpPHIBajia CBOe KOUeHeB-
Iree Tejo? W mOJIr0 HUYEro He MOXKET IIOHSIThH
[japuila, HaKOHeIl, BCIIOMUHaeT U BCe IJIALUT
KPyroM cebs — ¥ He MOJKeT IJIa3 OTBECTH OT Jpa-
TOIIEHHOT0 PYKOMOMHHWKA, Ha KOTOPOM CaMo-
I[BeTHbIe KaMeHbs OJIECTAT U IepPeUBAIOTCI OT
THUXOT0 JIJaMIIaTHOTO CBETa.

aKkoHell, B ¢eBpasie ObUI TOP>KECTBEHHBIN

Bbe3][ UMIlepaTopa B MockBy. IleTp 0KOHYa-
TeJIbHO ONpPAaBWJICA OT CBOeH IIPOCTYyAbl. [leHb
OBLI UyZeCHBIN, COJIHEYHBIN, C HeOOJIbIIUM MO-
po3sneM. MocKBa IIpOM3BOAUIIa HA FOHOTO0 MMIIe-
paTopa BoJIIIeOHOe BIleyaT/ieHHe. 3/1eCh eMY BCe
HpPaBUJIOCh, HO O0OJIbIlle BCero IIOHpPaBUJIACh
BCTpeda, IPUTOTOBJIEHHAas eMy >KUTeJsIMU. Bechb
rOpoJi BBICHIIIAJ Ha TBepCKyro YJIHIly, BCe KOJIO-
KO0JIa MOCKOBCKHE HeCMOJIKaeMO TyJleJId PaioCT-
HbIM 3BOHOM. TOp>KeCTBEHHBIN ITapCKUU I10e3]



MeJIJIEHHO II0[JBUTAJICS, U TOCYyAaphb LOOPOAYIITHO
packiaHuBaJIC Ha 06e CTOpPOHHI. IIyTh OBLI Ja-
JIEKUH, II0UYTH 4Yepe3 BCI0O MOCKBY, HO 10 CaMOU
HeMeITKO! CJI060/IbI He pefesiv TOJIIBI Hapoja,
[0 CaMOTO [IBOpIla He CMOJIKAJI BOCTOP KEHHEBIE
KPUKHU U I'yJI KOJIOKOJbHBIN. /IlyXOBEHCTBO B 60-
raToM o6JiayeHUU BBIXOAWUJIO HAaBCTpPedy HMIIe-
paTopy. Bce 3T0, BMecTe C ICHBIM U COJTHEUHBIM
IHeM, 10/, KOHell coBceM pacTporaJsio [leTpa u oH
HEeCKOJIBKO pa3 0JDKeH ObLI yTUPATh CJIEe3bl.

A 6aby1ika Bce cuziesia B CBOeM MOHACTHIpe U
I0KUZajach, KOIZa O Hel BCIOMHUT BHYYEK.
BHyueK BCIIOMHUJI B TOT Ke JIeHb U coOpaJsICcd Ha-
BECTUTh €e BMeCTe C CecTporw. OH IIOIIPOCHII
Tak)Ke exaTh BMeCTe C HUMH U IjecapeBHYy EJju-
3aBeTy.

— MHe-TO 3aueM? — H3yMJIEHHO CKasaJja
OHa, — BeJb 9 el He popgHas. Efl 6ygeT TOJIBKO
JocagHO, OHA He MOJKeT JII0OUTH MeHs U, KOHEU-
HO, HUKOT/]a He IOJ/I00HUT. Sl TOJIBKO UCIIOpYy ei
BCTpeuy C BaMU; pa3syMeeTcs, 1 MOTY U JOJDKHA K
HeHl Chbe3IuTh, HO II0TOM, OJHA.

— Hert, JIusa, mmo>kaayiicra, I1oe3>Kail ¢ HaMU,
s1 3Hal0, UTO Jies1aro, — cKasaJ [leTp.

K ero mpocsbe mpHcoeMHHUIACh U BeJIUKasd



KHsoKHa Hartasbs.

— /la 3ayeM ’Ke, 3aueM? — 1n1oBTOpsIa Ensa-
BeTa.

— A 3aTeM, — OTBeTHJI UMIIepaTop, — YTO I
6010Ch, Ta 1 HaTaliia To>Ke, 9STOr0 CBHUJaHbS C bOa-
Oylikol. Begb MBI ee He 3HaeM, Kakasl OHa. BoT
HaM TaK XOpOIII0 CerofHs, Tak Ha Ayllle PajocCT-
HO, a 6a0byIlIKa, HaBepHOe, CTaHeT IIAKaTh, Ka-
JIOBATHCS. BOT TOBOPAT, UTO OHA CEPAUTCS, OTUe-
ro ZI0 CUX IIOp He BUJAJIUCh, 3a4eM B IleTepOypr
ee He BrItMcaau. Hy, a mpu Tebe, JIr3a, OHa OCTe-
pe’XeTcsd U BCe COMJIeT Kak Ciaefyer.

Ha sTo 06 bsicHeHUe 1lecapeBHa Ennsasera He
HalllIaCh YTO BO3PaswuTh, U OHU OTIIPABUIUCH
BCe BMecCTe.

ITogweskad kK JleBUULeMy MOHACTEHIPIO, IleTp
HaxMypuiicd 6ojiblile U 60JIbIlle, eMy CTaHOBU-
JIOCh HeJIOBKO. Ellle ceiiyac Bce ObLIIO TaK XOPO-
1110, TaK BeceJIo U PaZ0CTHO, ellle ceruac OH UyB-
CTBOBAaJI ce6s1 CBOOOAHEBIM, a TYT CHOBa KaKoe-TO
CTeCHEHHe, TOUb — B — TOYb KaK B TOT JIeHb, KO-
rf1a OH exasl B PaH60B HaBelaTh MeEHIIIMKOBA.
CkyuyHasi 0093aHHOCTb — HEO0OXOJUMOCTh IIPH-
HEeBOJIUTH Ce0s1, IIPUTBOPATHCI 00pa0BaHHBIM
CBUaHUEeM C 6abyIIKoM, TOorja KakK B JeUCTBU-



TeJIbHOCTH HUYero, KpoMe TOCKHU U CKYKH, He CY-
JIUT 3TO CBUJAaHUWe: HUKaKOe YyBCTBO He CBS3bI-
BaeT BHyKa C 6abyikout. To ke caMoe yMasia U
HUCIIBIThIBaJIa IlapeBHa HaTasbs; HO OHa OOXY-
MBIBaJla He TOJIBKO IIPe/ICTOSBIIYI0 MUHYTY IIep-
BOM BCTpeyuH, a U IOC/IeAYIOIre OTHOIIIEHHUS, KO-
TOpbIe TOJDKHBI BOSHUKHYTh MKy HUMU U CTa-
poit napurieii. OHa GoJibille 6paTa 3Hajaa O IIPO-
IoM 6abyIIKH, OHA II0APO6HO PacCIIpoCHI 060
BCeM, U el Bce pacckasanu. OHa IIOMHMJIA Jiefia
U JIr061IIa ero, OTIia He IIOMHUJIA U He JII00MIIa, a
TYT el ellle U3BeCTHHIM CTaJsIo, YTO He OyAb Oa-
OyIlIKH, He OBLIO OB ¥ THeBa IleTpa Besmmkoro Ha
CbIHA, He BOCCTasI ObI Ha poguTesisd Ajekce IleT-
poBu4. OfHa IiecapeBHa EjrisaBeTa He 4yBCTBO-
BaJla cMylileHus. Huuero o611ero He MOTJIO ObITh
y Heli ¢ EBrokued ®efopoBHOM, OHa CTOPOHA, a
eCcJIi Ta U 6y/ieT KOCO IJIS/leTh Ha Hee U BO3HEHa-
BUJIUT Jlake, TaK 4TO Ke el, Kakoe fies10?! T'ocy-
Iapb IIPOCHUT ee IIPUCYTCTBOBATh IIPU UX CBUJIA-
HUH, OHA UCIIOJIHAET 3Ty IIPOChOY U HU K YeMy
cebs He 00s3bIBaeT.

OrpomMHas IjapcKasl KapeTa OCTaHOBWJIACh Y
BOPOT MOHACTBIPCKUX. I[esiblli COHM MOHAaXUHb
BBIIIIeJI BCTpeYaTh UMIlepaTopa.



—I'me >xe 6abyika? Bemgure MeHs K Hel! —
TPOMKO CKa3aJl OH.

Hx noBesr. OHM BOLIIM B MaJleHbKHE CeHHU.
HMiiepaTopy CTaJIo ellje HeJOBYe.

MapeBHEl HaTtanbsga U EjgusaBeTa MoJj4a 3a
HUM CJIefyIoT. BOT Ilepejy HUMH cyXasl CTapyllKa
B MOHAIIIECKOH Ofie)X[ie, BOT OHa BCKPHUKHYJIa U
06BMJIa JpOoJKalllMMU PyKaMHU IlIel0 UMIlepaTopa.

— Baby11ka, — roBOPUT OH, — KakK g paj Bac
BUJETE...

— 30JI0TOM MOH, TOCyiapb — OaTrolKa, IleT-
pyllla, HEHAIJSAHBIN! — phIfaeT Haj HUM CTa-
pyuka. — l'ogyO64uK, may B3IJISHYTHL Ha TeOd,
Jai HaCMOTPETHCHL. ..

OHa nogHUMaeT K cebe ero JIMIIO, BIVIAbIBA-
eTCs1 B Hero, HO CJIe3bl 3aCTHJIAIOT ed IJ1asa, OHa
IIOYTH ero He BHUAUT. OHa KPeCTUT ero, IIenyeT
MOJIMTBY HaJ, HUM M OIIATH PBHIZAaeT, U OIATH
IIPMJKUMAaeT ero K CBOeMY CepAlly, Y OIIATh I1eJIy-
eT. C Ka)X/10i1 MUHYTOM eMy BCe 60JIbIlle U 60JIb-
Ille CTAaHOBUTCSA HeIIpUsATHee U TsoKesee. OH He
MOJKeT C YA0BOJIbLCTBHEM OTBeYaTh Ha ee JIACKHU
TaKHUMH JKe JIaCKaMU U II0IleJIysIMUA. EMy HeIlpH-
STHO, YTO 3Ta COBCEM UyyKasl, KaK eMy KaKeTcd,
CTapyllKa TakK OOHMMaeT ero, eMy HeIIPUITHO



YyBCTBOBATh HA CBOHUX II[eKaX ee CJIe3bl; HO Je-
JIaTh HEUero, Hy>KHO IPUTBOPATLCI — KPYyIoM
BUIAT — U OH IIPUTBOPSIETCS.

— baTromika, 30JI0TOM MOW, AyMaiia, dYTo
yMpY, He N0KAyCh Tebs, HO, caaBy bory, moxxuia
00 TaKOM pajgoCTH... ['oJy6UMK MOM, OOJIBIION
KaKoli, KakoM KpacaseIll! ToJIbKO TOBOPUJIIN MHE,
THI 60JIeH OBLI, He Gepekembesd. OX, 60IOCH g 3a
Tebs1, MOJION!

U Bapyr oHa BCIIOMUHAaET, UTO TYyT He OJUH
OH, YTO PSIIOM C HUM J0JDKHa OBITh BHYYKa, Ha-
Tara. OHa OTPHIBAETCS OT HEro U CIIEIIUT K Hel,
K 3TOM BHyYKe. 1 omaTh ITayeT, OOHUMAas Iia-
peBHY.

— HartamieHbKa, aHIreJ MOM, YTO >Ke TBbI 3TO
TakKas OyiefHeHbKas J1a XyJLeHbKas, IOCMOTPU Ha
MeHs, YABIOHUCH CTapyXe. BcaKyro HOUb cebe BO
CHe IIpe[CTaBJIsAIa, TOJILKO O Bac W AyMaJa, Jie-
TOYKH Bbl MOU HeHaIJIAHBIE... A 3TO KTO >Ke C
BaMHu?

— IlecapeBHa EnmsaBeTa, — OTBETHJI HUMIIe-
patop.

EBmokus ®eopoBHaA IPHUCTAILHO, IIPOHUILA-
TeJBLHBIM B3IJIZA0M OKHHYyJa EnmsaseTty. Ta II0-
UTUTEJIbHO IOKJIOHWIACH €Ml U YIBIOHYIach CBO-



el IIpeJIeCTHOM YJIBIOKOM.

— Kpacasuria, — 1mporrernrtasa CTapylIka. —
KpacaBuna! Paja BuzieTh Te6sl, MaTyIlIKa, MHOTO
cabIXasa o Tebe, HY U He COJIraiv JIIOLU, TOYHO,
KpacaBuria!.. — Crapylika ocMaTpuBaja IIPUH-
I1eccy, OIJIAAbIBajIa ee BCI, HaUYMHAaA C IIPUYEeCKH
U KOHYasg MeJIbYaWIIUMU I0JPOOHOCTIMU Tya-
JleTa. 3TOT IIPUCTAJIBLHEIN 0CMOTP Jaske HEeCKOJIb-
Ko cmyTui EnmsaBeTy. OHa cpas3y IIOYYBCTBOBA-
Jla 4TO-TO 3JI0€ W BpakzeOHOe BO B3IJIA/le CTa-
PpOM IIapHIlb], Ja’ke CJI0BO «KpacaBHIla» Ta IIPO-
H3HeCsIa HeIPUSITHLIM, HaCMEIIIMBBIM TOHOM.

Haxkoners EBroxusa ®eopoBHa OKOHUYATEIBHO
IIpUIlLIa B ce0s U IIpHUKa3saja BCeM BBIMTH, OCTa-
BUTH ee OJHY C BHydyaTaMHu. EnmsaBera [1eTpoB-
Ha IO/IBUHYJIaCh OBLIO TOXKe K ABepsaM, Ho IleTp
OCTaHOBHII €e.

— JInsa, oCTaHbLCA C HAMH, — I'POMKO CKasal
OH. — Benb OHa He MOXKeT HaM IIOMeIaTb? —
obpaTuiica OH K 6abyiike. — OHa CBOs, POJHAL,
U OpyT HAIIl...

EBmokysa @enopoBHa HEBOJBHO IIOMOPIIU-
JIach ¥ He HAIllJIa UTO OTBeTHUTh. OHA y’Ke HeHa-
BUlesla 3Ty KpacaBully EsmsaBeTy, HeHaBHesa
U 3a TO, 4TO OHa o4k IleTpa 1 EXaTepuHEL, U 3a



TO, UTO ee IIPUBEe3JIU Tellephb C C06010, 0UeBUHO,
IJI TOTO, 4TO6 ITOMelllaTh OTKPOBEHHBIM U3JIS-
HUAM. 3aHBUIO BAPYT CepAlle CTAPYIIKH, OHA IIO-
4yBCTBOBAaJIa C1ab0CTh U efjBa [OIILIA 10 Kpeca.

— 3X, cTapa g CTaJja, JeTOYKH: HOTU IIO[IKa-
IIMBAIOTCA T0OJI0BA KPYKHUTCH, a OT PajgoCcTH H
ellfe TOro IIyire! — mpolrrenrasnaa 0Ha, IIPOoCTHpas
pyku K IleTpy u HaTasne.

OHH IIOIOIIUIH K HEU.

«Hy 4T0 7K, Hy 4TO K, — AyMaJla IIpo cebs CTa-
pyiika. — Hy 4To X, Hy UJUTe KO MHe OJIMKe,
OIlyCTUTECH TYT, II0 06erMM CTOpPOHAM, Ha KOJIe-
HHU, flaiiTe 1 0OHUMY Bac 060UX KPEIIKO, IIPHKMY
K cebe, aiiTe pasIysbKy Bac, IIOTOBOPHUM JKe II0
oyuie». Ho oHa ToJIbKO 06 sTOM JyMmaJsa, OHa
TOJILKO JKJjajla 3TOT0 ¥ 60s1y1aCh, UTO He TOXKIEeT-
Cs1, ¥ TOYHO: HEeBOJILHOIO0, AYIIIEBHOIO IIOPLIBA He
6bLI0 BO BHy4daTax. OHU IOJIOIIIM K Hel, HO He
OIIYCTHJIMCH IIepes Hel Ha KOJIeHU, He IIPHKa-
JIUCH K Hel. Bot IleTp IIOJOABUHYJI CTYJI CeCcTpe,
II0TOM cebe, U YMHHO YCEeJUCh OHU II0 06erM
CTOpoHaM 0abyIlKH, /a TaK, YTO OHa Jake He
MoIJIa JOCTaTh UX pyKaMu. To cMyllieHue, KOTO-
poe YyBCTBOBaJI IOHBIM KMMIIEPATOP C CECTPOIO,
Telleps Iepemasock U EBpoxkuu demopoBHe. B



IIePBYI0 MUHYTY BCTPeUYM OHa ObLiIa TaK 00pasio-
BaHa, OHa HUYero He BHJeJIa, He 3aMevasia, OHa
TOJIBKO YYBCTBOBaJIa BO3Jie Cebs POJHBIX, OJIM3-
KUX, MIJIBIX JeTel, HO Telleph el SICHO CTaJIo,
UTO 3TH [eTH XOTb POJHBIE, HO He OJIM3KHUe:
npuHIlecca EnMsaBeTa CTosIa MeXAy HUMU U
HEeBBIHOCHUMO OBLJIIO ee IIPUCYTCTBHE CTapoM Iia-
puite. Tak MHOro X0TeJIOCh CKa3aTh, & BOT SI3BIK
He II0BepThIBaeTcsd. PasBe MOYKHO TaK TOBOPUTS,
HY>KHO OBLJIO TOBOPHUTB II0 Ayllle HaeJHHe CO CBO-
MMHU KPOBHBIMHY, a TYT 3Ta 4dy>Kasi, HeHaBUCTHas
KpacaBulia. «Hy, ma 4yero ke ellle 0TYaHUBAaTh-
cs, — oboxpuia cebs Iapulia, — 3HAMO [IeJI0
Cpasy TPYAHO, YTOOBI BCe YCTPOMJIOCH. Beb U TO
IIpaB/ia, OTKYZAa UM OBLIO II0JI00UTh MeHs, IIyCTh
IIOOCMOTPATCA U YBUIAT, UTO 6abyIllKa TOYHO
JIIOOUT U [o6pa >KejlaeT, HY U CaMM, aBOChb, bor
JacT, IIOJIX00T, Belb MOJIOABI 06a, JeTH, CAaMHUM
HeJIOBKO, IIOHATHOE Jies10... M yero MHe, B CaMOM
Zejie, CMOTpPeTh Ha 3Ty IIHMCaHYI0 KpacaBUIly U ee
CMYII[aTbCs, €CJIU CUAUT 3/1eCh, U IIyCTh CUIUT, a
s 0 HeH 3abyny U AymarTb». llapHila IIOCIIEIIHO
oTepJia CJIe3bl, IJIa3a ee CHOBA OJIeCHY/JIM U OHa
JIaCKOBO ITepeBoMIa UX OT ITeTpa k HaTasibe.

— JleTOYKH MOH, 4TO >Ke Bbl MeHs KaK OYZATO |



OUYHUTECh, — TUXO0, BKPAJUHUBBIM I'0OJIOCOM, 3ar0-
Bopusa oHa. — IIoABUHBTECH KO MHe II0OJIMXKeE,
4TOOBI S MOIJIa XOPOIIEeHbKO pasIIgfieTh Bac,
BeJIb BOT IJIa3a CTapkl, [IOYTH HUYETo He BIDKY.

HMMiiepaTop ¥ Haralia IIOABUHYJINUCH, a 0a-
OyIlIKa B3sjla UX PYKH U KPeIIKo JeprKaJja.

— AX, IleTUHBKA, — TOBOpUJIa OoHa. — He cy-
Melo 1 U oTOJsIarogapuTh 'ocrioga bora 3a Ty pa-
IOCTH, KOTOPYIO OH II0CJIaJI MHE, UTO Bac 51, HAKO-
HeIl, BIDKY. M1 HUKOIIa, Ka>KeTCsl, TAKOI'0 CBETJIO-
I0 JHs He OBLIIO B MOeH Xu3HH, Hy, a He cTaHy
U TOBOPUTL O MOEM >XKH3HH, OYZeT ellje BpeMd,
ycreeM. Tereps Bce, Bce IypHOe M TEMHOE I103a-
ObLIa, OAHY PajoCTb YyBCTBYIHO. Bort, IleTpylua,
rocyjapb Mo, 06 ofHOM Tebe Tellepb MOs AyMa.
MouJioz ThI, Bcero Tebe 12 romoykos, a yX Ioc-
oAb Tebs rocyzapeM Haj 3eMJlell PYCCKOM IIO-
CTaBWJI, TaK HEIIPECTaHHO ThI JO/DKEH ITOMBIIII-
JIATb 006 3TOM; Yal, 3Haelllb, BeJlb MHOIOMY Y4MU-
JI¥, 4yay, 3Haelllb.: «KOMY MHOIO [1aHO, C TOIO U
MHOTI0 cIpocuTcs». beperu ce6s, Ilerpyiua, fa u
TBI, MOs1 30JI0Tasi HaTallleHbKa, 6eperu ero, ThI
cTapllle, Thl 0JDKHA OBITh Os1aropasyMHee...

W MasleHbKHH UMIIEPaTOpP U IlapeBHa YIIOPHO
MOJTYAJIH.



«Tak g ¥ 3HaJI, YTO HAUHYTCI 3TU PasrOBOPHI,
BOT U BeCh JIeHb HUcriopyeH! YTo ke OHa JyMaer,
4TO TaM He HacJIyIIajacs Bcero 3Toro? /[o TOIIHO-
ThI HaCJIyIIaJICSA: BCe MaJl Ia MaJl, KOTZa s, HaKo-
Hell, 130aBJIIOCh OT HAHWOIIEK!.» OH XMypHII
CBOM I'yCThle OPOBU U He IJIA/ies Ha 6a0y1IKy. Be-
JIMKasg KHsDKHa HaTtasibs O6blyIa TOXKe HeJ0BOJIb-
Ha. «Bce 3To mpaBpa, 4YTO TOBOPUT 6abyIliKa, BCe
9TO UCTUHHO, TOJIBKO 3aUeM OHa Cpasy CTaJia Io-
BOPUTH 3TO? BHUAHO, M3 yMa CTapylllKa BBDKUJIA.
[ToTepmesia 66, MOKET OBITH, IleTpyllla U IIOJIIO-
6m1 OBI ee, ecsi 6 MHAUe TOBOPHUJIA, HY, a IIOTOM
U COBETOBaTh, U YUUTH A00pYy ycriesna ObL. A Te-
Iepb TOJILKO HCIIOpPTHUJIA cebe; TaK g U 3HAJIA,
4TO 9TO OyAeT!»

Mexxny TeM EBnokus defopoBHa Havasa Io-
BOPUTb — el TaK XO0TeJIOCh BCe BBHICKAa3aTh H,
CKMMasi UM PYKHA U HEXKHO IV Ha HUX, OHA
poJoJDKaIa:

— Tak-To, IleTpyIeHbKa, TaK-TO, 30JI0TOH
MOU, He CepUCH THI Ha CTapyr 6abKy, 1o6pa oHa
Tebe X0UeT, U 0 TOM II0ZyMau OISITh, YTO OJHA 5
y Bac, 0/lHa Ha BCeM CBeTe: KTO 0 Bac, KpoMe Me-
Hd, nmoxymaet?! Jloaro >XKujaa g, BCero HaBU/a-
Jlach, JIIOZle ITOHKWMar, OTTOr0 U TOBOPIO, UTO



OJHH BBl Ha BCeM CBeTe, MOU OeJHbBIE CHPOTKH.
BoT y3Haja 1, 4TO COBCeM He Oeperkelllb ce0s,
BCe Ha 0XOTax, /la Ha 3abaBax pasHbIX, HEXOPO-
1110 9TO, MOU roiy6uuK. U 310poBbe CBOe HUCIIOP-
THIIb, 1a U OT JeJIa OTYUHIIbCS.

«JX, COBCEM BcCe UCIIOpTHiIa 6abyikal» — f10-
caZyIMBO ITo/iyMaJia 1japeBHa HaTasbs. IIpuHIiec-
ca EsnimsaBeTa fesiasia BUJ, OyATO HUYETO He CJIbI-
IIUT, & MOJXKET, U JeWCTBUTEJHbHO He CJIbIIIaa.
EN 1mpocTo 6BLIO CKY4YHO, ¥ OHa pasIJisgfblBajia
BCe, UTO OBLJI0 BOKPYT Hee B KOMHaTe. Ho umiie-
paTop ciayliajl O4YeHb BHHUMaTeJlbHO. OH yiKe
pasgpakuiics, IIOKpacHeJ, TIyObl ero HEPBHO
I POTHYJIH.

— JlaBHO $ 3TO CJblITy, 6abyIliKa, — BAPYT
CKasaJl OH, — JAaBHO CJIBIIIY, UTO U QYPHOU §, U
JIEHUBBIY, U TOJBKO O 3abaBax aymaro. BoH,
KH3b MeHIIIMKOB TO U J[eJI0 II0BTOPSLJI MHe 3TO!

CrapylllKa IIOHsJIa, YTO 3allljla CJIUIIIKOM /[ia-
JIEKO.

— AX, MOH 30JI0TOM, He TOBOPU THI MHE O
MeHIIIMKOBe, — BCTPeIleHyach OHa, — U KaK Te-
Oe He rpex IpUpPaBHATH MeHs K HeMy!.. — 1 4To-
OBl IIOIIPAaBUTH MeJI0, OHa YK He 3Haja, 4To U
CKa3aTb BHYKY. — XOTb OBI THI )KeHMJICH, [leTpy-



111a, BCe ObI OHO JIyYllle OBLIIO...

— Hy BoT, a cecTpa H TeTyIlKa Jlu3a roBopsr,
4TO MHe He CJIe[f U IyMaThb O KEeHUTLOe, — OTO-
3BaJICa UMIlepaTop. — BoT BUuauTe, — 06paTHiICa
OH K IJapeBHaM, — BOT U 6abyIllIKa TOBOPUT, UTO
JIy4llle MHe JKeHUThC !

— /Jla 4To K, y>K KOHEUHO, — IrenTajga EBIo-
Kugd PeopoBHA, — KOHEUHO, JIydllle 110 3aKOHY,
Ila W >KeHa, MOJKeT, IIoNajeTcsd IIyTHasd, Tak OT
BCEro AypHOro orydutT. Hy, 37eck HeT HeBeCT
HOAXOIAINUX, TaK B Yy)KUX CTpaHaX KaKas-HU-
OyZb IIpHUHIIecca II00MeT; TOJILKO He BrIOMpai
KpacaBHIly IIMCaHYI0, OyeT OHa AyMaTh 0 Kpaco-
Te CBOeH Jja 0 HapsJax.

[Tapuria 6pocuiyia HEBOJIBHBIA U 3JI00HBIN
B31yIAx Ha EansaBery. Ta IIpoCTO U OTKPOBEHHO
yJablOHYIach ed. OfHAKO Iopa OBLI0O OKOHYUTH
9TO cBUaHUe. IleTp 3aTopormicsd. babyIka IIpo-
HU3BeJla Ha Hero, KakK OH ¥ OXKUZAJI, JypHOe BIIe-
4JaTseHUe. [J[apeBHBI TOXKe He OBLIM €0 0COOeH-
HO J0BOJILHBL. OHa ellle CTaja yAep>KUBaTh BHY-
4aT, TOBOPMJIA, UYTO ellle He ycIlejla Ha HUX Ha-
IJIA/1eThCd, yIIpalluBajla UX I1ovallle BUIUTHCA C
Hero. CkasaJia, 4TO, HECMOTpPS Ha CcTapble CBOU
TOJbI ¥ HEMOIIb, CaMa 0y/ieT K HUM e3/IUTh.



— Het, 6abyika, BBl y>K He 6eCIIOKONTECH,
MBI Bac Oy/JieM HaBelllaTh, a BBl He e3[UTe, He
TpPeBOXKbTe cebsi! — ckasas IleTp Ha IIpoIa-
Hbe. — A ¢, 6a0byIlKa, 3aBTpa >Xe PacIopsLKycCh,
4TOOBI OBIJIO Y BaC BCAKOE JOBOJIBCTBO.

U r0HBIN UMIIepaTop yexasl.

Crapy1lka ocTajlach CHOBA OJJHa U BeCh Beuep
TPYCTHO B3[bIXajla, & HOYBI0 OIATH el Ipe3u-
JIUCH CTpPAalIHbIe IIPU3PaKU.

HMIiepaTop IIOCIIENIN UCIIOJHUTH CBOe 00e-
manve. 9 ¢eBpasd oH ABUJICA B BepXoBHBIN Co-
BeT U IIPSIMO, Jake He CafsiACh Ha CBOe MECTO,
00BIBUJI, UTO U3 IIOYTEHUS U JHOBU K IOCYAa-
pbIHEe, 6a0yIlIKe CBOEH, yKeslaeT, YTOOBI ee BeJIH-
4eCTBO II0 CBOEMY BBICOKOMY JOCTOMHCTBY, ObI-
JIA COZep>KaHbl BO BCIKOM [I0BOJILCTBE, U UTO
myckail uiaeHnl CoBeTa Y4UYWHAT Hajlerkallee
OIIpefieJieHre U JJOHEeCYyT eMy cKopel. Takum 06-
pa3oM, pellleHO OBLJI0 HasHAYUTh CJIeYIOIHN
IITaT AJI [JapUIIbl: e OIIpeesIsIoCh 110 IIIeCTH-
[leCATU ThICAY pPyO0JIel B IroJf ¥ BOJIOCTH B JIBE Thl-
cA4u nBOpoB. KHA3L Bacwauit Jlykuu Jl0JIropy-
KUl U IMUTpUA MuxaiyioBud 'OJIMITBIH GbLIN
II0C/IaHBI K HEU JOoHeCcTH 06 3TOM. K ToMy 7Ke 1M-
IepaTop IIpHKasaJl UM CKa3aThb IJapHlle, YTO ec-



JIA U CBEPX BCEr0o 3TOT0 U3BOJIUT Yero I0Tpebo-
BaTh, TO OH, UMIIepPaTop, I10 0COO0M CBOEU K Hel
JIIOOBU U IIOUTEHUI0, He IIPEeMHHET HCIIOJIHUTH
BCSKOe ee TpeboBaHUe.

v

7 MapTa OblIa TOP>KeCTBEHHO OTIIpas[HOBaHa
KOpOHAaIysg UMIlepaTropa. 3a HeCKOJIBKO JTHeH
repes 3TUM Top>KecTBOM IleTp e3mumi1 B Ceprues-
CKyI0 JIaBpy TOBeTb W MOJUTHLCI. KopoHarus
IIpasgHOBasIach B TeYeHHe HeCKOJIbKUX JHeH, fa
U II0TOM BIUIOTH IO BEJIMKOTO ITI0CTa LI 6aJsIbl
3a 6aslamu. MMiepaTtop 3abbLI U JyMaThb O Oa-
OyllKe, CHayaJsla OH ellle CUMUTaJ] CBOUM [0JIIOM
IIPUTOTOBUTH €M IIOMellleHHe BO JBOpPIle, HO 3a-
TeM OTMEeHHUJI 3TO pelreHue. OHa ocTajack B /le-
BUYBbEM MOHACTBIPE U BCEro pas TOJIBKO IIpPHes-
’Kasia K BHYKY. OIIATh IIpU 3TOM CBUJAHUU IIPU-
cyrcrBoBasia EsmsaBeTa, ¥ cTapylllKa BepHYJIach
K cebe, yOe)x[ieHHas, 4TO Jjejla ee IUIOXU U UTO,
BO BCAKOM CJIy4dae, HY>KHO IIOBPEMEHUTD, 0KU-
IaTh, 4To OyzeT. Ho mOKyzma TPYZHO OBLIO pe-
IIUTH 0 GJIM3KOM OyAyIlleM, IIOKyZa BCe TOJBKO
BeceJIMIMCh. [ocyzaph Haval C MHJIOCTEH CBO-
UM TIpUOIMDKeHHBIM: Bacuimuil JIyKMY U AJIeK-



ced I'puropreBHY ObLIM Ha3sHAuYeHbl YeHaMU
BepxoBHoro TaitiHoro CoBeTa, a IBaH AJjieKcee-
BUY — 00ep — KaMeprepom.

bapor AHpapein MIBaHOBUU II0 — IIpeXHEMY
I10JIb30BAJICA HEOTPAaHWYEHHBIM [OBEpHEeM Ma-
JIEHBKOTO UMIIEpaTopa, I10 — IIpesKHeMy BeJl Ta-
WHCTBEHHEBIE U HUKOMY He U3BeCTHbIe HHTPUTH.
Tereps OH Kasajicd B CaMBIX IPYKeCKUX OTHO-
meHusx ¢ JoJTOPyKUMHU U B TO K€ BpeMs CTa-
pajsca cobausuth Iletpa ¢ ByTypauHBIM, Aabbl
ocabuTh BaMgHUEe $paBopUTa. ViMIiepaTop IIO[-
maBasica OcTepMaHy, OH IlepecTasl peBHOBAaTh by-
TypJsivHa K EjinsaBeTe, ¥ CHOBa KHsDKHA HaTanbs
C y>KacoM 3aMeTHJIa, UYTO OH OKOHYATEJILHO IIO-
MUPHJICA C KpacaBUIleM TEeTKOM. 3aMeyasa OHa U
ellle O/fHO, YTO IIPUBOJUJIO ee B O0JIBIII0E CMYIITe-
HUe: lIBaH AyleKkceeBUY /IOJITOPYKHI, COBEPIIIEH-
HO OTKpPBITO U He CTeCHSSICH, HavuaJl yXa>KUBaThb
3a EnmsaBeToil. OH IOJIL30BAJICA BCIKUM CJIyyYa-
eM TaHIeBaTh U FOBOPUTH C HEH0 W KOHYMJI TEM,
4YTO, HE CMYIasach, TOJKOBaJI el 0 CBOUX UYB-
CTBaX, 0 HeOObIYATHOM BCEMOTYIIECTBE KPACOTHI
ee. Esin3aBeTa cHavajsa BO3SMYTHJIACh 3THUM, HO
II0[, KOHeIT CTaJia CIIOKOMHO IIPUHUMATH ero yXa-
kKuBaHbe. OHa paccyamia, 4To paBOPUT ITUM



MO>KeT TOJIBKO IIOTYOUTH cebsl, a IIPOTUB €ro I'U-
6esi OHa POBHO HUYET0 He UMeJia: YoK Yyepecuyp
3asHaJicd JI0JITOPYKHM, COBCEM OBJIaZiesl UMIlepa-
TOPOM...

Bo nmBopriie 6b11 GostbloN 6ast. Hukorga ere
He BUJIeJIU MOCKOBCKUE >KUTEJIM HUYEro I1000-
HOTO, JIa U IJI I1eTepOypPrcKUX BeJIbMOYK BCe 3TO
ObI0O HOBUHKA. B IlapCcTBOBaHUE BEJIUKOT0 HM-
IepaTopa OHU He IIPUBBIKIU K I10JJ0OHOM POCKO-
. IleTp rHas BcakuU 6Jieck. Ha ero accamo6ie-
X ObLJIa MPOCTOTA. [JIlaBHOE 3aKJ/II0YaJIOCh B Be-
ceJbH, a OOJIBIIIUX TpaT He [JOIIyCKaJ HMIIepa-
TOp; GBIBAJIO, OH IIOSBJISVIC B CBOEM CTapOM IIO-
HOIIIEHHOM IUIaThe, B IITOIAHHBIX YyJKaxX U
Tpe6oBaJI, YTOOBI HUKTO He HOCHJI IOPOTroTo ILjIa-
Ths1, YTOOBI C HEro IIpuMep 6pasiy; fake 06BIKHO-
BEHHO IIpecJjefjoBajl MOJIOABIX MOJHUKOB, Bep-
HYBIIIUXCSI W3-3a TPAHUILIBI, CMESICI HaJ HUMH,
IpasHWI HUX, & MHOTJA Ja)ke W HakasbIBaJ. Te-
Ieph JKe OBLJIO COBCEM HE TO, Tellepb KaKbIHA XO-
TeJI IIepeleroysiTh APYyroro 60raTblM KOCTIOMOM;
JKEeHIIIUHBI CUSUIA AParolieHHBIMU KaMeHbSIMH,
YIUBUTEJIbHBIMU 3arPaHUYHBIMH KpYy’KeBaMU;
MHOSIBUJIOCHh MHOTO SICTB M IUTEM HOBBIX, BHIBE-
3eHHBIX U3-3a I'paHUIbl. THOCTpaHHEIE Pe3U/eH-



ThI OTIIMCHIBAJIN K CBOMM /IBOpaM: BO Bceil EBpo-
Ile HeT TaKOM POCKOIIM, Kakasg 3aBeJsaChb IIpU
IIBOpe MOCKOBCKOM.

B 4dmiciie IpUCYTCTBOBABIIUX Ha 6ajle HAXOMU-
Jlach, MeXIy IPOYMM, U TepliorvHs KypJisaH-
CcKas, AHHa MoaHHOBHa, IIpUIJIallleHHas Ha KO-
poHaruio. Majso KTo obpalllal Ha Hee BHHUMa-
HUe, HUKOI'O0 He MHTepecoBaJjla 3Ta HeKpacuBas
U He HUMeBIllag HUKaKOro BJIMSHUSA IIPUHIIECCA;
naxe IleTp, U IlapeBHa He CUYHUTAJIH HY>KHBIM
OBITH 0CO6EHHO JIt06e3HBIMU C Hero. OUeHb CKYY-
Hasg 6pojuiia OHa 10 KOMHaTaM U IIOMBIIILISIA O
TOM, YTO HeCpaBHEHHO JIy4llle el y cebs AoMa,
I7le OHA IOCIIOXKa, I7le IIOYTUTEJIbHO K Hell OTHO-
CITCs, I7le OHa Ha IIepBOM ILIaHe U 3aTMeBaeT
BCeX eCJIM He KpacoTOH, TaK BeJITUYUEM CBOUM U
3HayeHUeM. Telleph >Ke OHa He MOIJIa CIIOPUTH
ke C IIocsaeiHe QperIMHON: BOH KaK BCe OHU
KpacuBbl, KaK BCe pPa3ofieThl, KAKUMU Ba>KHbIMU
KaXXyTCsd, a OHAa U OJIeThCS II0 — MOJHOMY He
yMeeT, Jja ¥ KaKOM Hapsy IIOMAEeT K HeM: POCTy
OHa OTPOMHOTIO, CJIOKEHHEe II0UTH MY>KCKOe, JIU-
110 CMYTJIO€, HOC O0JIBIIION, B3TJIA, YIPIOMBIN. Of-
HOMY TOJIBKO UeJIOBeKy X MUJIA OHa 3/leCh, la U
TOIro C coboil mpuBe3sa oHa U3 KypigHauu. Ye-



JIOBEK 3TOT — IJPHCT — MBaH BHUpPOH, CHIH IIPO-
CTOTO CJY>KHTeJII IeproroB KypJgHACKHX, HO
IJI1 Hee OH JIOpOJKe BCeX IIPHMHIIEB U KOPOJIEH,
TOJIBKO C HUM M OTBOJHT OHa IYIIy, eMy Ilepeja-
eT CBOM BIIeYaTJIEHHs, CBOM 3aMeYaHUs, >KaJly-
eTCsI Ha CBOX OOHM/BIL.

— IlotepriTe, — 1lenyeT eii bUpoH, — Bce
nepeMeHHUTC. /0 CHX IIOP y Hac ApPyseH TyT He
ObLIO, a Tellepb APY3bs HAUIYTCd, 9 YK KOM —
KOI'0 3aIIpHMeTHJI, KOe C KEM IIePeroBOPHII U [1a-
JKe cOymsuiIcsd; obsiackaH JIeBeHBOJIBIOM, HY a
OH YeJIOBEK CHJILHBIM M HaCc He OCTaBUT — HeJla-
poM crofia ImpHexaJiH.

VXOAUT OT HEro CIeIIHO TePIIOTHHS M CHOBa
OpoAUT II0 KOMHATaM, IIpOM3BOJA Ha BCeX
HeIIpUATHOe BIleUaT/IeHWe CBOEM CyMpaudyHO,
HEKpaCHUBOM HAapY>KHOCTBIO, ¥, KOHEYHO, HH OHA,
HH JpyT ee BUPOH, ycTpanBas CBOM MaJIeHbKHeE
JleJla M 3apy4asiCb IIOKPOBHUTEJILCTBOM KakKo-
ro-HUOyAb JIeBeHBOJIB/A, U BO CHE He I'Pe3siT O
TOM, YTO CKOpPO, OYE€HBb CKOPO, BEPHYTCSI OHU
OIIATH B 3TH 3aJIbl, U GefHasd, 1103abbITas reprio-
ITuHA OyJeT BeJHYaTbCd IOCYAapblHEM HMIIepa-
Tpulern AHHOU 0aHHOBHOM, a caM OH, JPHCT
bupoH, crenaercd reprioroM KypisHACKUM U MO-



I'yIleCTBEHHBIM BJIacTeJIMHOM Poccuu.

Ho xak HHU IpDyCTHa W HH IledyaJbHa AHHa
MBaHOBHa, a ellje IPyCTHee U IledajbHee BeJIU-
Kasg KHsDKHa Hatasnbs. YcImokomsach oHa OBLIO,
BH/I pasphIB OpaTa c IlecapeBHOM Ejr3aBeTolH, a
Tellepb TaK)Ke KPYyYHHA, IIPOCTO TOIIHO IJIA/leTh
el Ha HUX; BOT OH Jla>kKe 00M>KaTh ee CTasl — JOJI-
’KeH ObLJI HauaTh 0aJI ¢ Helo, a HauyaJI ¢ Ejm3ase-
TOH, Jarke U Ilepel IIPHUABOPHBIMU M HHOCTPaH-
HBIMH MHUHHCTPaMH HEIPUJINMYHO U 06ugHO. U
CKpbLIach ¢ 6Gajla IjapeBHa HaTasibsg, ylulia B
CBOM alnapTaMeHTHl. IJomtakaza oHa CHavasla, fia
IIOTOM U YCIIOKOWJIACh, 6JIar0 Hallla cebe BO3-
MO’KHOCTb YCIIOKaWBaTbCS Tellepb B IPYCTHBIE
MUHYTBI.

B yeM ’Xe 3sTa BO3MOXHOCTb, YTO CBeTJIOE
MeJIBKHYJIO Ilepe] cJlabeHbKOM, 60JIbHOM Ilapes-
HOU? OfMH YeJIoBeK [J0JIr0 TOBOPHJI C HEI0, YeJIo-
BeK 3TOT — HCIIAHCKUM IT0CJIaHHUK I'epIior e —
Jlupus. He cam 110 ceb6e OH el MHTepeceH, a UH-
TepecHBI er0 peyd. YK He B IIepPBBIM pa3 TauH-
CTBEHHO 3aroBapHBaeT OH C Helo, a OH yMeeT TaK
JIOBKO, TaK MHJIO BECTH pPasroBOphl. CHauasa Bce
OIIMCHIBAJI OH el CBOI0 CTpaHy — IIPeKpacHYIo
HcraHuio, II0OTOM caMa OHa He 3aMeTHJa, Kak



9TO CIIYYMJIOCH, BAPYT CTaJ OH PacCKasbIBaTh €M
IIPO0 MOJIOZOTIO HcIIaHCcKoro MHbaHTa KapJioca,
IIPO TO, YTO MHGAHT CUJIbHO 3aUHTEPeCOBaH elo,
3a04YHO B BOCTOpPIre OT Hee II0 IIMCbEMaM €ero, rep-
nora JIMpus, — U KOHYMJI HMCIIQHCKHUM IT0CJIaH-
HUK TeM, YTO IIEeITHYJ BeJHKOM KHsDKHE O TOM,
KaK XOpOoIIo ObLIO 6BI €l BBIWTH 3aMy’K 3a HH-
¢anTa Kapsoca. UTo X TyT TaKOIO, YK He B IIep-
BBIM pa3 TOJIKYIOT O ee OyAylleM M IIpefjararmT
e JKeHHMXO0B TO TOI0, TO APYIroro; HO HUKTO ellle
He TOBOPHJI C HEl0, KaK MCIIaHCKHU I'epIlior, HU-
KTO ellle HUKOI/Ia He CyMeJI TaK 3aMHTepecoBaTh
ee, TaK OoUYapoBaTh CBOMMH pacckasaMu. Ilociie
IIepBOro pasroBopa IlapeBHa BCI0 HOYL BH/eJIa
BO CHe HeBeJIOMYIO BOJIIIEOHYI0 CTPaHy U HeBe-
ZIOMOI0 BoJIIIe6HOro IpHHIlA. HUKorzma eie He
CJIy4aJIoCh C HeHM 9TOro, HUKOI/A OHa He JyMala
HH 0 KaKHX IIPHUHIIAX, a BOT Tellephb JyMaeT, 1 Ca-
MOI eM CMeIIHO, a BCe ’Ke OT AYM CBOUX OTZe-
JIaTbCsl He MOojKeT. KasKApId pas, BCTpedasich C
Jlupusd, el X04eTcs, YTOObI OH CHOBa 3arOBOPUII
06 MHQaHTe, U Ka)KAbIM pa3 OH yMeeT HaWTH
cJIydad M cKasaThb OXKHjaemoe cjoBo. Hy, a cero-
OHS UTO K — CEerofHs OH Jake Jasl eH, /a Tak,
4TO 3TOr0 HHUKTO He BHJeJ, MHUHUATIOPHBIN



noprpeT /loH — KapJsoca, TOJIBKO YTO BEBICJIAH-
HBIY eMy U3 Mcrianuu. [lapeBHa He X0TeJja B3ITh
3TOr0 IIOPTpPeTa, X0Teja CHOBA OTHAAThH IepIIory,
Ila KaK-TO TaK CJIY4YUJIOCH, UTO He OTHaJIa, a B3d-
Jia ero ¢ co6010, U BOT OH Tellephb y Hee B KapMa-
He. OHa ofgHa y cebsl, HUKTO ee He BUAUT. TH-
XOHBKO BBIHyJIa OHa K3 KapMaHa MaJleHbKHUI
IOPTPeTHK M CTajla ero pasridnsiBaTh. Kakoi
Kpacasell, HUKOI7Ia, HUKOI/Ja OHAa TaKOI'0 He BU-
ranal OH cHumiICA e, aToT /loH — KapJioc, HO U
BO CHe OBLI Xy>Ke, 4eM Ha caMoM jeJjie. «YTo 5K
9TO s TaKWe IJIYIIOCTH [eJialo, TaKoe AyMar?!» —
KpacHes TOBOPHUT cebe IjapeBHAa, a MBICIH He
IIPOXOJAT. B 3TUX MBIC/ISIX 3a0bIBaeT OHa CBOE IO-
pe ¥ CBOe OOUHOYECTBO U BCe, YTO CMYIIAeT ee.
3abbpIBaeT OHAa U CBOK CJab0OCTh, U MYYUTEJIb-
HyX0 00JIb B IpyAd, KOTOpas BOT OISAITH CTajia
BO3BpallaThCA yallle 1 Jyairle...

A B 9TO BpeMs 6aJl UIET CBOUM YepeoM;
O’KMBJIEHHEIE IIaphl BCTPEUaKTCI B KOHTPIAH-
cax; UMIIepaTop TO UM [eJyio TaHIilyeT c Ejmsase-
TOW; HO BOT OH yCTaJl, yIlleJ W3 TaHIleBaJbHOHU
3aJIbl B JIPYIYIO, I7le U BeJieJ IIOaTh cebe YryKUH.
C MUHYTHI HA MUHYTY OHU JOJDKHEI CHO/Ia IBUTH-
cs: ¥ JIusa, U KHI3b MIBaH; HO OHU He SBJISIIOTCH.



HmMmmepaTopy CTaHOBUTCA CKYYHO — OH OJUH,
KpyroM HeWHTEepPeCcHO, BCe HeHY KHEBIe JIAU. To-
POILIMBO OKOHUYMJI OH CBOM Y>KMH U BBIIIIE] B 3a-
Jy. «4T0 3T0? 1BaH TaHIlyeT C JIM30M, OH HAKJIO-
HieTCd K HeH, YTO-TO TOBOPUT e, Ta’ke IIIell-
4yeT... Kakoe y Hero juio!» — WU omdTh 1103a0bI-
TOe ObLJI0e UYBCTBO — PEBHOCTH CTYYHUTCS B €ro
Ceppile, ¥ He CBOAUT OH IJIa3 C 3TUX [BYX JIIOZeEH,
KOTOpPBIX TaK JIIOOUT. A OHM BCe BMecTe. BoT
OKOHUYEH TaHell. [[oJITOPYKUI BCe JKe He OTXOIUT
oT EsusaBetsl. [leTp He nBUTraeTcsa ¢ MecTa, Bce
CMOTPHUT. JIUI10 ero 1mob6seHesI0, I71a3a TOPAT, OH
BeChb — HeoObIyaliHOe BOJIHEHWe. [IogxomuT K
HeMy 6apoH OcTepMaH.

— Aunipeii HMBaHBIY, — IIIEIIYET UMIIepa-
TOP, — C KaKOM 3TO CTAaTHU KHA3b IBaH He 0TXO-
IUT OT IIPHUHIIECCHI?

OcrepMaH HaBOCTPWUJI VIIH U IIPUCTAIBHO
B3IJIAHYJ Ha IleTpa.

— Kak He 0TX0UT, rocyzaps? /la BEI )Ke caMu
TaHIleBaJIU C HEH, KaKeTCsd, IMOAPAN TPU KOHT-
IaHca. UTo K TyT TakKoro? Bl 3HaeTe, Kak IIPUH-
1jecca JIIOOUT TaHIeBaTh, a KHA3b MIBaH XOPOIIIO
TaHIyeT.

Ho uMmnepaTtop BHe cebs1, OH He [JOBOJIEH OTBe-



ToM OcTepMaHa, U KOrga K HeMy IIOAXOAUT /10JI-
TOPYKHM, OH TPO3HO IVIAAUT Ha HETO ¥ OTBOPaYH-
BaeTcsd.

—3a 4TO 3T0? — PaBHOAYIIIHO U YJIBIOAsACH
crpamuBaeT MBaH AjlekceeBUY. — AX /18, IIOHU-
Malo: rocyZapb MeHsd peBHyeT. Hy UTo 7K, HU4ero,
IIOpPeBHYH, II0CEPAUCH, CKOPO IIOMHUPUMCH...

W Taxko# ’Xe paBHOAYIIHBIN, TAKOH >Ke YBe-
PEHHEII B CBOEU CUJIE U B TOM, UTO HUUEM OH Ce-
Oe IIOBpeJUTH He MOXKET, OTXOAUT MBaH /l0JIro-
PYKHU OT rocyzgapsg W HUAeT B Ty CTOPOHY, Ife
00JIbIIIe MOJIOABIX, KPACUBBIX >KeHIUH. Mexnay
HUMUM OH BUAUT CeCTPY CBOIO, KOTOpas YTO-TO
0’KHUBJIEHHO TOJIKYeT C MOJIOABIM ILIEMIHHHUKOM
aBCTPUUCKOTO 1I0CIa, rpadpoM MuiesuMo. Mex-
Iy HUMU OH BUIUT U SPYIYIO MOJIOAYIO EBYIIKY
UM BHEe3aIlHO ITopa’kaeTcs el0; OHa CUAUT B YrOJI-
Ky 3aJIbl, IIOfaJIbIIIe OT APYrUX. CTpoMHasg U Uy/-
HO — IIpeKpacHas, paBHOAYIIIHO — CIIOKOMHBIM
B3IJIA0OM IJIAIUT OHA Ha OKpPY’Karollee 0>KUBJIe-
HUe U BeJUKOJIeIIHe U, KaKeTcsd, IIPUHUMaeT BO
BceM MaJsio yyactud. O! Kak oHa xopoia! Kakum
o6pasoM He 3aMeydasl OH 3TOM ee KpacoThl? A
BeJlb TAaBHO OH 3HAET 3Ty JeBYIIKY. OH IIOAXOSUT
K Hell U cafuTCs PSALOM C Helo.



— 3aueM He TaHIlyelllb, TpapUHA? — T'OBOPUT
OH el.

— Vcrana, UBaH AjiekceeBUY, — IIOAHUMAET
OHAa Ha Hero CBOU Uy[HEIe, 60JIbIIINE IJ1a3a, OILY-
IIeHHbIe JJINHHBIMY, TEMHBIMU PeCHUIIAMU.

— IloiimeM TaHIleBaTH CO MHOIO, — IIIeITYeT
OH CHOBA.

— Vcrana, gait OT40XHYTh, KHA3b.

— UTo penko ObIBaelllb y MaTYyIIKU fla y Ce-
CcTep? — crpaimnyBaeT MBaH AJieKceeBHY IIOCIE
MUHYTHOTO MOJTYaHUS.

— He pexko 6bIBalo, 1a TOJIBKO TeOs HUKOTLA
HeTy, He BUJHO Tebs, Thl JoMa He ObIBaelllb, —
3aMeyaeT [[eBYIIIKaA.

— AX, ecsi 6 A 3HaJI, KOrjia Thl Y Hac, TO BCe-
raa oeIBaJI OBI JoMa!

OH II9UT ey IIPsAMO B IJla3a CBOUM CMeJIBbIM,
6J1eCTAIIM B3IJISIIOM; OITYCKAIOTCS ee JIMHHbIe
PeCHUITBI, HEXKHBIM pPyMsAHeIl BCIILIXUBaeT Ha
IIeKax ee, He TO I'PyCTHAas, He TO HaCMeIllINBas
yJIbIOKaA TporaeT ee Iry0bl U TUXMM I0OJIOCOM OHa
oTBeuaeT $paBOPUTY:

— Ilo6eperu TBOM CJIOBA IJIA APYTHUX, a I UM
BCe paBHO He I10BEpP0...

PasmaroTcd HOBBIE 3BYKH, U HauyhHaeT lBaH



AJlekceeBUU TaHel] C KpacaBUIel IeBYIIKOM, U
BCe IIpUT0’Kee OHa eMy KaKeTCd: KaK OHa TaHILY-
eT, KaK IUIaBHO BBICTYIIAeT, KaKas JUBHAasd IIed,
KaKue PyKY, a IJIaBHOe, eCTh B HEM UTO-TO TaKOe,
4TO-TO THUXO0 — CIIOKOMHOe, CofeprKalliee B cebe
TUXYI0 CHIY. U OIIATH IIOBTOPSET IIPO Ce6sl U3YM-
JeHHO MBaH AJjiexceeBHUY: «Kak MoOr g, KaK MOT
IPOIJIAfeTh TaKyl UYYIHYI0 LeBYIIKY?! YIUBU-
TeJILHO XOpOIlla OHA, 3Ta KpacaBuIla — HaTanbsa
bopucoBHa I[llepemeTeBa».

\'

paHHero yTpa U JI0 Beuepa 3BOHUJIU U 0T3Ba-

HUBAJIM BCe COPOK COPOKOB I[€PKBEH MOCKOB-
CKHUX, CIIPaBJISIaCh BEJIMKOIIOCTHAsI CJIy>K6a; Ha-
PO, IIpaBOC/IaBHBIM MOJIMJICS, TOBEJI, UCIIOBE/aJI-
csl U IIpUYaliazcs. 3aTUXJIU U JBOPIIOBBIE IIpa3/i-
HecTBa, HO He MOT HUMIIepaTop yZAep>KaTbCs OT
APYTUX co6JIa3HOB: TO U JIeJI0 ye3rKaJl OH Ha 0XO-
Ty, IIPOBOJIHJI 110 HECKOJILKO CYTOK 32 MOCKBOIO,
BO3Bpallfajcs Ha JleHb — JIPYroH, /la U OIIATh Ha-
YMHAJI TO )K€ caMoe. BOT ¥ IT0CT BeJIMKUH KOHYa-
eTcst, IIPOIIIa CTPACcTHAsI HeflessI — JPYTOH, yKe
BeceJIbIH 6J1aroBecT pa3HOCHUTCSI B BECEHHEM BO3-
nyxe. CHer JaBHO HavaJl TasiTh, Py4YbH I106e)KaIu



II0 MOCKOBCKHMM YJIUIIaM, II0 OOIIIMPHBIM OIOPO-
ZaM; cO6eraroT OHH C XOJIMOB M C IIPUTOPKOB. H3-
II0J, TAJIOTO CHera Koe — I7fle 3eMJId HauuHaeT
BU/IHETHCSI, POCTKU TPaBBhI IIPOLILJIOrOAHEH I10Ka-
3BIBAIOTCA. BOT M COBCEM HeT CHera, TOJIBKO ellle
MeCTaMH JIEXKUT JIeJOK XPYIIKHUI U IIPO3PayHBbIi,
U O6BICTPO TaeT OT JIydyel BelllHUX. MOpO3Has TH-
IIMHA HeBO3MYTHMas 3aMeHUJIach BeCeJIbIM IIle-
6eTaHbeM 0eCUMCJIEHHBIX IITUIL], HEBEOMO OTKY-
Jla HaJIeTeBIIUX; BCe 0)KMBMJIOCH W KHIIUT HO-
BOM ’KU3HBIO U CIIEIIUT HaCJAaAUThCA HeJ0JITUM
TeIlJILIM BpeMeHeM. Majio — IoMaJly OITyIIaroT-
Cd JilepeBbsl, TpaBa BCIOJY 3a3ejieHesIa, I{BeTHI
JKeJIThle 3allecTpesd. /leHb 3a JHeM HAYT U IIPO-
XOJAT TaK OBICTPO, UTO OIVIAHYTHCSA He yCIIeelllb;
IIBeTeT Y>K yepeMyxa, BeTKH CHUpPeHHU I1I0YepHeIn
U TOTO IJIAAM PacIyCTATCd, a UMIlepaTop BCe Ha
oxoTe: B BepxoBHBIN CoBeT y>Ke He 3arjA/bIBaeT,
ellle Hey/lep)KUMee, UeM 3MMOI0, BJIeYeT ero Te-
neps jwbumas 3abasa. UTo B ropope? [yIIHO,
CTEeHBI 1aBAT, )KU3Hb TaM TaKas CKy4yHasd: OHU U
Te JKe PeUH O JlesIaX PasJIMYHBIX.

IIycTh KOMy JIH060 3TO, KOMY 3TO HPaBUTCH,
TOT ¥ 3aHUMaeTCs [ieJlaMHy, & MOJIOZOMY MaJIb4U-
Ky B JieC Tellepb X0YeTCsd, B IIIHPOKOEe CBeXKee



IpUBOJIbe. /IlYIIHUCTHIN BeCEHHUN BO3IyX TaK U
BJIMBAeTCa B IPY/Ab U BO30yKZaeT B Hel HOBBIE
UyBCTBA; HesICHBIE, IIPUYY/JIUBBIe, IIOYTHU Oec-
$opMeHHEbIe, HO MOTy4He I'pesbl CO BCeX CTOPOH
HaIIbIBaloT. Kyga-To JieTeTh XO4YeTcs, X0YeTCd
Yero-T0 HeBeJOoMOro, 0JIa)KeHHOIO, YTO M OJIM3-
KHM H JaJIeKUM KaKeTCsl, — 1 HU4YeM YK Tellepb
He 3aMaHUIIL IleTpa AJiekceeBHUYa BO [IBOPIIO-
BbIe IIOKOH, la ¥ HEKOMY 3aMaHUBAaTh. /laBHO YK
OTCTYIIMJICS OT BOCIIMTAHHUKA CBOEro 6apoH AH-
oped VMBaHOBUY U BeCh VIIeJ B Jiejla TOCyAap-
CTBEHHBIE [1a B CBOH JieJIa JIMYHEIE.

Kak HUM XWUTpHUJI, KaK HU O0OXOJUI KpPYyIoM
Bcex AHziper MBaHOBHY, a BCe yCIIeJ OH II0CCO-
PHUTBECA ¢ MOJIOABIM paBopuToM HMBaHOM J[0JIrO-
pykuM. TOT Ha Hero Tellephb IIPHA BCIKOM BCTpeye
HaIlyCKaeTCcs, HU Iepef KeM He CKPBIBAeT CBOeH
Bpak/ibl K HeMy. 3aTO C OTIIOM $aBOpPHUTa, AJIeK-
ceeM I'puropbeBuueM, 6oJbllas Tellepb Apyxkba
y 6apoHa OcTtepMaHa. HYacTeHBKO CTaJl 3arJIsA/bl-
BaTh AHpel MBaHOBUY B HaaThl [OJITOPYKHUX
H BCer/la TaM eMy pajyIlIHas BCcTpeda.

Focyzapp 10 00OBIYaI0 Ha O0XOTe; C HUM U
HBaH AnekceeBud. Ho KHA3b Ajtekceii I'puropee-
BHY Ha 39TOT pa3 He I1oexaJl, IIOHe3J0POBUJIOCH



eMy YTO-TO M ocTaJicd JoMa. CUIUT OH y cebs, B
OKHO CMOTPHT OTKpPEBITOE, a Ilepel; HUM AHpen
HMBaHOBUY, TOJIKYIOT, X BCe O TOM JKe UMIIepaTo-
pe u ero ¢aBopute. XKanyercsa Asekceir I'puro-
preBUY HA CBIHA.

— Kakoli 0H MHe ChbIH! — TOBOPUT OH 6apo-
Hy. — OH MoeH Toru6esiv TOJIbKO X04eT.

— Hy, y)x u noru6enu! BoJIBHO TbI, KHA3b
Ajexkcel, Ha CJI0Ba HeBO3Jep>kaH. Kak MozkeT
gTakoe cTraThcA? He morubesnn TBoeM XOYeT, a
IIPOCTO YZepsKy cebe He 3HaeT U HUYEro C HUM
creJsiaTb HEBO3MOXKHO.

—/la, 3TO TOYHO... COBCEM OT PYK OTOMJICA:
n3basioBajv ero. Begb BOH HaMeHU IIPOCTY/IHII-
Cs 3TO OH Ha 0XO0Te, pa3bosiesicsl, TOBOPUT; Ja Ka-
KOoe TaM pasboJiesics, IIPOCTO IIPUBEpeHUYAET,
a BeJb rocyZapb-TO IIpHexall, HU Ha MHHYTY He
BBIXO[IHJI OT HETO, TaK U CIIaJI B €r0 KOMHAaTe; BOT
Kakas y HUX HbIHUe Apy»kb6a! IIpaBo, CHXKy 3TO g
Tellepb He IIPU rocyzape, BOT U CTpax bepeT Me-
Hs, TOTO U K1y, YTO II0 MUJIOCTH CBIHKA IIOIIALY
B HEMHUJIOCTE.

— IlycTtoe! — omarh 3ameuaeT OcTrepMaH, a
caM JyMaeT: «BOT IJIYIIBIX 4YeJIOBeK, Ja’ke CHIHY
3aBUAYET!»



A KHA3B AJlekcel I'pUropbeBUY Kak 6yATO ObI
OTBeYaeT Ha ero MBICJIb.

— IIpaBo, apyr AHaped UBaHBIY, TaK Tellepb
IIOMBIIILJISAI0: XOTh OBI 3@ UTO, IIPO YTO, & BO3He-
HaBUjleJ O6bI ero rocygapb, yAaaua Obl OT cebd,
IPYToro KOro 651 Ha ero MecTO B py3bs BEIOpaJ,
TOJIBKO KTO OBI TeOe OBLII YIoJleH [la APY>KEeH C TO-
6or0.

AHnpelri IBaHOBUY 0J1arolapuUT KHA3S 3a Ta-
KyH0 JH000Bb K cebe M coOHpaeTcs IpOoIaThCs,
HeBTepIle)X eMy 39THU IJIyIIble peyH, JIIOOUT OH C
YMHBIMU JIIOAbMU BeCTH KOMIIQHUIO, a HeT Ta-
KUX, TaK YK JIydllle II0TOJIKOBAaTb CaMOMY C CO-
6010... /la U He OYeHb YK HY)KeH eMy Tellepb
Anexceli I'pUropbeBuUY — cpasy CyMes XUTPBIA
HeMell 3a0paTh ero B PyKH; Tellepb OH €My MU-
Jlee CbIHA POJHOTO CZesasicsd, He YHIeT YK OT
HEro0; BO BCAKYI0 MUHYTY OJJHUM CJIOBOM €TI0 Bep-
HYTh K ceb6e BO3MO>KHO. I yxoguT AHzpel HBa-
HbI4. KH43b OCTaeTcs cO CBOMMHU TpeBOTaMHU U
MBICJISIMU O TOM, YTO BOT — BOT POZJHOM ChIH Ha-
TOBOPUT IIapIo Ha OTIIa. A CBIH HU 0 YeM JyPHOM
He TyMaeT, [IPOTUB OTLia He 3JI00CTBYeT: eMy OBl
caMOMYy XOPOIII0 OBLIO, & JPYTUM OH MeIllaTh He
craHeT. MHoe gesio 6apoH OcTepMaH: IIPETUT



eMy AHjpen MBaHBIY, He BEIHOCUT OH IJIa3 €ro
XHATPBIX, €T0 MATKUX, KOIIaYbUX YXBAaTOK, $aJlb-
IIMUBLIM B HEM 4YeJIOBEK eMy UyAUTCI, a KHA3b
ViBaH JIIOOUT PYCCKUX JIIOJeM, YTOO BeCh OBLI Ha-
pacraiiky, HeMIleB He/l0/It00/IMBaeT, eMy Obl XO-
TeJIOCh COBCEM YBOJIUTH HEMIIEB, UTOO He JIe3JIH
CO CBOMMH COBeTaMH, He MeIIa/IICh B Jiejia Pyc-
ckye. X0Tesoch OBl eMy BEpHYTH CTapyr Pyce,
110o3abeITb coBceM O IleTepOypre, 3aKUTL B
MockBe IIMPOKO M BeceJIo: ITHPOBaTh /ia Bece-
JINTHCS, O 3aBTPAIIHEM [He He AyMaTh. MICKpeH-
HO OH JIIOOUT CBOEro rocyzapsd W Jpyra, a ecjiu
OYPHOMY €ro y4HUT, TaK CaM XOPOILIEeHbKO He 3Ha-
€T, IYPHOe 3TO MJIH XOpOolIlee.

BecriyTHEBII yestoBeK MiBaH AJleKceeBUY, a BCe
JKe Jyllla y Hero IIUpoKasd, fobpas AyIla, TOJIbKO,
IeMCTBUTEJIBHO, HUKAKOIO YAEepP:Ky cebe He 3Ha-
eT. BOT OH BepHYJICS C OXOTEHI, JOMOM IIpHeXxall.
OTery ToTYacC >Ke Ha Hero HaKHHyJICA: «4YTO TakK
IoJiro Irporrazmas? TeI, MOJI, BCeMY IIPHUYKHOM.
UYail, HeBeCTb UTO Ha)Ky»KoKaJl B YIIH IOCYAapIo,
Ha BCeX HaroBOPHJI, TOJILKO OBl Te6e 0THOMY MH-
JIOCTH, AyIlla TBOSI HEHACBhITHas!»

ITo)xuMaeT Ha 3TH HeNyTHEHIe peuH IlIedaMU
HNBaH AnekceeBHY. OH y’Ke IIPUBLIK K OTIIY U He



IIpUHHUMaeT B Cepbe3Hoe ero 6paHb U IIOIPEeKH.

— /la mepecTtaHb, 6aTIOIIKA, — TOCKJIHUBO TO-
BOPUT OH, — YTO s Tebe [jesial, 0CTaBb Thl MeHs
B II0Koe!.. ik 6e3 MeHs1 HarOBOPHUJICSA CO CBOUM
OctepMaHoOM?.. Yaii, 110 KOCTOYKaM IlepebupaIn
MeHs, Hy Y YJ0BOJIbCTBYMCS, OOHUMAMCSA THI C
HeMeITKOM KjIeaTypoli, a MeHs He Tporaii.

— Hy 4TO0 THI j1aelIbca? — KPUYHUT Ha Hero
orer. — Kak TBI cMeellb TaAKOI0 IIOUTEHHOIO Ye-
JIOBeKa, KaKk 6apoH AHfpel MBaHBIY, 063bIBATH
KJIeaTypou?..

— JlaBHO JIM THI JKe caM TakK Has3bkIBaJ ero! —
cMeeTcs B OTBeT MIBaH AJjleKceeBUUY.

ITOT CMeX OKOHYATEe/JIbHO BBIBOJUT U3 TepIIe-
HU{ CTapOro KHA3S: OH HAaKHUALIBAETCS Ha ChbIHA
YyTh He C KyJakaMu. A B cocefHel KOMHAaTe
CJIBIIIIEH IITeII0T.

«TaM cecTpsl, — fyMaeT VIBaH AjleKceeBUY. —
To-To, yait, KaTrollia pazyeTcs, UTO OTeIl Ha Me-
Hg HakuHyJcda! HeHaBUIUT OHA MeHs, a 3a UTO
HEHaBUJWUT, YK IIpaBO, He 3HAI. I BOT X0uy ee
[JapuIle ciesaThb, 8 OHa MeHd HeHaBU/UT, BCe
KaKUM-TO H3BeproM MeHs CUUTAIOT, YeIOBEKO-
HeHaBUCTHUKOM, 3a UTO XX 3TO0, ['ocmozy, mmpaBo
yMa He IIpUI0XKYy!.. OLHOro ’KeJar, YT0Obl MeHs



OCTaBWJIU B II0KO€, UTOOBI /1aJIN 110 AyIlle II0BECe-
JIUTHCS, He MelllaJu Obl MOEeM >KHU3HH, TaK HeT,
He 0CTaBJILHT».

Oter, Mexzay TeM, KPUUYHT BCe IpoMue U
rpomMue, CTpallHee U CTpalllHee ero yIIpeKH, TOC-
Ka 3abupaetcs B nyiny VMBaHa AsiekceeBHu4Ya. be-
»KaJst 6b1 U3 IOMY, He IJIs/ies1 6bI HU Ha KOTO.

— baTronika, ga 1momamau Thl! — OTYagHHBIM
roJIOCOM, HaKOHeIl, IIporosBopuya OH.— IIpaso,
IIOCJIYIIaTh Tebs, Xy>Ke g 3Bepsl JIIOTOTO.

— A TBHI KaK 0 cebe AyMaemib? — KPHUUYUT
Anekceii I'puropbeBudY. — UTO )X THI I10JIaraelb,
HUKTO U3 HaC TBOUX IIPOJEJIOK He BUAUT, THI IIO-
Jlaraeinb, Mbl He 3HaeM, YTO OT BCeX OTBpAallia-
ellb THI ToCcyZaps.

— O, T'ocmomy, ma xorma >ke? KTo MOKeT CKa-
3aTh 3TO U KTO OT MeHd BUJIeJI UTO AypHoe?

— Tl BOH KO3HU CBOU CTPOHUIIIL Tellephb 6apo-
Hy AHgpero MBaHBIUy, a TOTO He COOOpAa3HUIllb,
YTO YMHee U II0JIe3Hee 3TOI0 YesjioBeKa HaWTHU
HeBO3MOKHO. ['sy1r TbI, IBaH, BOT 4UTO, Ja ¥ 301
K ToMy xe!

BenHrbIil KH43b IBaH COBCEM B OTUasIHUU, EMY
IaBHO y>Ke HaJ0eJU BCe 3TU JOMAalllHUe CIleHbl,
BCe 3TH MHTPUTH; Ja’ke B pasryJie ¢ HEKOTOPOIo



BpPeMEeHHU He HaXO/IUT OH IIPEKHET0 BeCesbsl.

«JX, 6pocuTh GBI BCe, YUTHU Obl!» — AymMaeTcs
eMy.

— /Jla KOJIK TaK, — IOYTH CO CJIe3aMU OTBeyYa-
eT OH OTILy, — KOJIM Bbl TOYHO BCe 000 MHe TakK
oyMaeTe, TaK HAUTe K Ilapro, oOHecuTe MeHS
KaK-HUOy/Ib, YTOO OH IlepecTasl JIIOOUTh MeHd,
4T00 OH yJasui MeHd 0T cebs. Co3gaTesieM KIIs-
HYCb, CJI0OBa He CKaxy! Papg 6yny OpocUTH Bce,
TOJIBKO UT006 MeHS B IIOKOE€ OCTaBUWJIM, TOJIBKO
4T00 He CJIbIXaTh 3TUX BEUHBIX IOIIPEKOB, 3TUX
00M[; OT POLHBIX CBOMX. OCTaBJIIO BaC BCeX, YUY,
eCcJI MHe MeCTa MaJjIo MeKay BaMu.!..

OH eZ;Ba MO’KET T'OBOPUTH OT BOJIHEHUS U OT-
JagHUS U BbIOeraeT B COCEHIOI0 KOMHATYy. YBU-
IieB ero, KHsDKkHa EkaTeprHa OTBOpayWBaeTCs U
BBIXOJIUT B IPyTHE IBEPH, JakKe U BCTPETUTHCS C
HUM He X0YeT.

Ho B KOoMHaTe ellle KTO-TO, KaKasg-TO >KEHIIH-
Ha. OHa IIOAXOMUT K KH3I0 IBaHy U IPOTSTHUBa-
eT eMy pyKy. OHa IJIIUT eMy B IJI1a3a, IJISIUT Ha
JIUII0 ero OJieflHOe W YMTaeT B HUX yCTaJIOCTh,
TOCKY U OTYasIHUE.

— Vcnoxkoiics, KHsI3b, — F'OBOPUT OHA THUXUM
roJIOCOM, — 5 BCe CJIBIIIAJIA, 1 IIOHUMalo, KaK BCe



9TO JOJDKHO Tebd MY4YHUTh U Tebs Tellepb IIOHU-
MaTh Ha4YMHAI; BEPIO s, YTO Thl TOBOPHIIL HC-
KPEeHHO U YTO THl COBCEM He TaKOB, KAKHM OHH
Te6s1 U300parkaroT.

CTpaHHO ¥ 0TPagHO C/BIIIATE 3TH CJI0Ba MBa-
Hy AylekceeBUYy. OH Ka{HO BCJIYIIITUBAETCS B TH-
XU, JIAaCKAIOIIIUHN TOJIOC, TOBOPSAIIUUI eMy, KaTHO
BCMaTPHUBAeTCd B UyAHOe JIUII0, KOTOpoe Ilepef
ero rjasamMyd. MrHOBEHHO CTHXaeT TOCKa ero, OH
CXBAaTBIBAET IIPOTAHYTYIO €My PYKY H IIPHIKHUMA-
eT ee K I'ybaM CBOHUM.

— losybyiuka, Hatanba bopucoBHa! — 1Iern-
yeT oH. — Cmacu6o Tebe, UTO XOTH ThI 3a MeEHI
3aCTyIaellbCs, CIIacub0 3a CJI0Ba TBOMU JOOpEIe,
HMHU AyIlla MO JIEYUTCH. ..

MoJsiogasa rpa¢uHs IllepeMereBa OIyCKaeT
IJ1a3a, Ha KOTOPBIX OJIeCTAT HEBOJIbHBIE CJIE3Bl.
XO0Ts | CIIEIIIUT OHA IIPOYb OT KHA34 HMBaHa, HO
HUM OCTAal0TCs ee IyMEI. A OH, II0 ee yX0Ze, J0JIr0
CTOUT HEIIOABIMIKHO M CaM He 3HaeT, UTO C HUM
Takoe. HUKorza He BCTpeyas OH IIOJOOHOM Je-
BYILIIKH, HUKOTZIa He CJIbIXaJ II0Z06HOI0 roJoca.
UTo 3TO 3a rOJIOCOK! — POBHO IIECHS COJIOBBLU-
Has, 4TO 3TO 3a peuu Takue! IIpsMo 0 I1yOUHBI
OyLIA IIPOHUKAIOT, ¥ He TOMAT, He OG0JBHO OT



HUX, a CJIOBHO MacJo 61aroyxaHHoOe II0 AyIlle OT
HUX pasjIkBaeTcd U CMsArdaeT Bce CepleuHble 60-
au. UynHada peByiikal.. 1 BCOMUHAIOTCA KHA3I0
ViBaHy fpyrue, 6bITH MOXKET, He MeHee KpacH-
Bble [eBYIIKM, BCIIOMHWHAIOTCA KHA3I0 lIBaHy
BCSAKHE eT0 IOX0KeHUs JIIO00BHbIE, MHOTO UX Y
Hero ObLJIO, & HEJPYTY U HEBECTb UTO IIPO HEro
pacckaseiBaroT. OX IIpaBhl, IIPaBhI 3TU HELPYIY,
COBCEM He 3HaeT YIep>Ky CBOeMY CepAlly KHI3hb
HUBaH AyexceeBuu!.. MHOTUX JeBHYBUX CJIe3 OH
OPUYUHOU, MHOTO I'pexa IIPUHI Ha CBOIO IYIILY,
HaJ MHOTMMHU HacMmesicad. Ho He 10 cMexy eMmy,
Kak 1rmogymaet oH 0 HaTtasibe boprcoBHe, COBCEM
HAa yMe Ipyroe — CBATOX0 KaKOIO-TO OHA eMy Ka-
KeTcd.



Vi

He criiTca rpaduHe HaTasnbe BOopHCOBHE B TUH-
IIIMHEe CTaporo OTIIOBCKOIO foMa. Elfe He/as-
HO CIIOKOMHO ¥ POBHO TeKJIa ee KU3Hb; He 3a/ia-
Basia cebe TPYAHBIX, HepaspellMMbIX BOIIPOCOB
MoJsIoziad rpa¢uHs, a BOT C HEKOTOPOro BpeMeHU
CTaJI0 COBCEM Jpyroe, caMa He 3HaeT OHA, KakK
9TO CJIYYHJIOCH, & TOJIBKO HET YK IIPeKHero CIIO-
KOMCTBUS, TPEBOXKHO Y Hee Ha cepArie. Bce nyma-
eT OHa, AyMaeT KaK el ObITb U UTO Telepb Je-
JIaTh, 60JILHO I10JIH06MIICH e KHA3h HBaH /l0JIro-
pyKxuii. MHOTUX MOJIOABIX JIFO/IeN BUaIa rpadu-
Hf, MHOI'O >KeHUXOB 3a Hee CBaTaJIOCh, HO HU
ONUH 10 CUX IIOp He CyMeJs ILUIEHUTHL ee, a BOT
KHA3b MBaH M He CBaTaJCd, O CBATOBCTBE, MO-
JKeT, U He [yMaeT, a B3sUJI [1a ¥ BBIHYJI ee Ayiry.
4TO B HEM XOpOoIllero Halwia rpapuua? UYto apy-
’KeH OH C UMIIepaToOpOM, UTO B II0YETe BeJIUKOM,
TaK BeJlb 3TO He MOJKeT IIpUBJIeKaTh ee. Ee oTeIs
BCIO KU3Hb OBLI B II0YeTe, U ee C JeTCTBa IIpU
IBOpe JacKawT, a 6orarcrBa y IllepeMeTeBBIX
CTOJIbKO, 4YTO ¥ He COCYUTATH €ro, caMor Oora-
TOI0 HeBeCTOI CJIbIBeT HaTayibga boprcoBHa. UeMm
JKe IIOJIOHWJI ee KHA3L VBaH, KpacoTO UTO JIK?



Ho oH pmasieko He KpacaBell. HpaBoM cBOUM, 700-
poTOI0 cepAna, 61aropogHBIM XapakTepoM? Ho
COBCEM MaJIO 3HaeT ero rpaduHsd, a CJBIIIUT O
HeM TOJIBKO OJHO AypHOoe. CTpaIlllHO Aa’ke IIPH-
IIOMHHTH BCE€, UTO PAaCCKasbIBAKT IIPO KHA3A
MBaHa, TaKkoe pacCKasbIBalOT, UTO JIEBYIIIKE 3a-
30pHO H CJIyIIaTh, TaKoe, Yero IIPH [eBYIIKe U
cKasaTb HeBO3MOJKHO. U 3HaeT HaTaibsa bopu-
COBHA, UTO €C/JIM He BCe B 3THX paccKasax, Tak
BCe ’Ke 0OYeHb MHOTO€e COBCeM BepHO. beCIryTHY0
JKHU3Hb BefleT KHi3b MBaH, 3ab6aBbl cebe BBIAY-
MEIBaeT Bce HEeXOPOIIHe, Ja U He pa3 COBCEM II0-
UTH IIbSIHBIM BHUJIaJIa €er0 TpapuHs.

BerxaTh OBl IOJaJIbIIIe [eBYIIIKe OT TAKOIO Ye-
JIOBEKA, IIPOTUBHBIM JOJ/DKEH OH eM KasaThbCd, a
BOT JIIOOUT ero HaTasbsa bopucoBHa ¥ HUYEro C
co6010 IIOfesIaTh He MOXKeT. IIpuIiia aTa JIro-
00Bb BHE3allHO, B OJWH MUI KaKOH-HUOY[b, U
3HaeT KpacaBHI|a, UTO He YHeT OHA, TaK Ha BCIO
JKU3Hb U OCTAHeTCd, [jBa pasa JIIOUTH HeBOS3-
MO>XHO. [la, TOUHO, 6efja BeMKas IIPUKJIIOYU-
Jlach C Helo, BblIo el M3 KOro BbIOpaTh cebe
CY’KEHOI0 — IIepBble >KeHHXHU 3eMJIH PYCCKOM
CMOTpeJIX Ha Hee KaK Ha >KeJIJaHHYI0O HeBeCTY,
U OXHalo OBl ee THXOe, CeMelHOe CYacCThbe,



’KU3Hb 6e3 60pbOBI ¥ BOJITHEHUU, TaK HeT Ke, He
TO cyAbba el IIPUTrOTOBMJIA U OT CYyABLOLI Tellepb
YUTHU y>Ke HeBO3MO>KHO! JIIOOUT OHa ero cebe Ha
orubesib, a Bce Ke TaKU JIIOUT, U HEKOMY pac-
CKasaThb ey IIpo JII0O0BE 3TY: BCAKHUM 3a Hee Opa-
HUTHL ee Oy/leT, CKphIBaTh ee [TO/DKHA OHa, a
CKpBIBaTh Y>K CKOPO He XBaTUT CHJIBL. TOJIBKO U
’kvBa HaTasbsg BOpHCOBHA, KaK MeEJIHLKOM YBH-
OUT KHA34 IBaHaA, TOJILKO U PajioCThb V Hel OfI-
Ha — CKa’KeT OH el JIaCKOBOe CJI0BO.

A BHUJIeTH ero peiKo IIPUXOAUTCS; BOT [0 CUX
II0Op OH BHUMAaHHA HUKAKOI0 He obpalajs Ha
Hee, y HETO UTO HU JIeHb, TOBOPAT, TO JIFOO0Bb HO-
Basl, a KEHUTHCHA, CKa3bIBAIOT, HAIIPUMETHJI OH
YK cebe HeBeCTy — IlecapeBHYy EsimsaBery. UTo
K 3TO Takoe? YeM Bce 3TO KOHUUTCH? TOJBKO
HeT, HeT, KJIeBelllyT Ha Hero JIIO[U, He TaKOB OH
Ha CaMOM [iejle, KaK IIpO Hero CKasheIBaroT. BoT
BeJlb CerofHs, BOT, OH OBLI caM co60r! OHa HU-
Korzia He 3a0yzeT ero 0TYassHHOIO I'0JI0Ca, HUKO-
I7la He 3a0yeT CJIOB ero, a Kakoe JIUIO Y Hero
ObLJIO ITeyaJbHOE, KaK OH OJIaroflapyil ee 3a y4a-
cTue! /la, 1 OH OAVH Ha BCeM CBeTe, ¥ ero HUKTO
He IIOHUMaeT; BCe IypPHOe, UTO eCTh B HeM, TaK
9TO HAHOCHOe, IPOMIeT Apyrasg >KW3Hb, BCe C



HEero CIIafieT, ¥ cjIefja He ocTaHeTcsa. OcTaHeTCd B
HeM TOJIBKO JyIlla 06pas, 4yecTHas, U KaK HU Be-
JIMK OH Tellepb, KaK HU CHUSAET OH, a BCe XKe OH
JKaJIKUY Y HeCUaCTHBIN 4esioBeK. Bparos y Hero
BUJUMO — HEBU/MMO, U HeT HU OJHOIO HCTUH-
Horo gpyra. Uro wmmieparop! MmiiepaTtop Tak
MOJIOJ, HY, Tellepb JIIOOUT, >KaJlyeT, a MaJlo JIU
4TO OBITH MOKeT? TOJIBKO Begb OJHUM TOCYZa-
PeM OH U IEep>KUTCA, & OTBepHUCH 0T Hero IleTp
U BCe OTCTYIIATCSI; MaJI0O TOIO, YTO OTCTYIATCA
4y)KUe — POJHEIe, KPOBHBIE HAKHUHYTCS; IIOTY-
0T ero, yHUYTOXAT...

HeT, BUIHO TaKk OHO HaAo, YTOO IIOJIIOOMIIA
ero Hatasbs BoprcoBHa, UTOO I10JI0KHJIA B HETO
BCIO CBOK ayuly. Korma-HUOyab, MOKeT OBITH,
HeC4YaCTHBIN U HeHaBUUMBIN BCEMU, IIPULET OH
K Hell U TOIZla OHa eMy II0Ka)keT BCIO CHJLY JIFOO-
BHU CBO€MH, CIIaceT ero OT II0rubes, OT OTUYaTHUS.
A TIOKyZa, IIOKyJa IIyCTb HUKTO He 3HaeT, UTo
TBOPUTCA B ee Cepjlle, HAIIPACHO U eMy-TO IIIell-
HyJIa OHa CerofHs JIaCKOBOEe CJIOBO, He CTepIIeJa,
BIIEpes; HYKHO OBITH ocTopokHee! Ho, bBoxke, ec-
Ju 6 Tellepb KaK-HUOYAb, 4eM-HHUOYIb MOKHO
OBLIIO OBI ero yziepskaTb OT BCero, YeM OH II030-
puT cBoro ayury!.. ToJIbBKO pasBe ecThb V Hee I



9TOTO CHJIa, UYTO OHa eMy? Uali, ¢ rj1a3 oHa — HH
pasy He BCIIOMHUT IIpO Hee KHI3b MIBaH AJIeKce-
eBuu!..

YToMieHHass TAKUMH TPEBOKHBIMH, TSKeJIBI-
MU MBICJIIMHU, 3aCHYyJIa HaKOHeIl M0JIo/iasd rpadu-
Hs. A Ha IPYIroi JeHb C Hel CIy4YHUJIOCh TO, Yero
OHa HHKaK He o)kujasa. Ha BCIO >KH3HB COXpa-
HHUJICA 3TOT JieHb B ee IIaMATH. IIpuexajs K HUM
KHA3b [BaH /l0JITOPYKUH, a JoMa HUKOTO He OBI-
JIo, ofHa MoJtofiast rpaduHs. Tak eMy M J0JI0KH-
Ji cayrd. CefoBao eMy yexXaTh, HO OH HeIIpe-
MEeHHO jXeJial BUeTh Hartabio bopucoBHYy. «/la
pasBe 3TO BO3MOJKHO?! — ItogyMaJsa oHa. — YUTo
roBopuTh OyayT!» HO BAPYr Kakasg-TO pellH-
MOCTb OBJIaJleJla €0 M OHa [JOIlycTHa K cebe
KHS35.

— BoT cmacu6o 6oJibloe Tebe, rpadUHIONI-
Ka, — CKasaJl OH, BXOJs K HeH, — TaK g U JKJaJl,
YTO BeJIUIIIL THAaTh MeHs. A Beb BCe JKe HaIpac-
HO TBI 3TO CJesaja, HallpaCHO MeHs BIIYCTHIIA,
BeJb OT MeHs, KaK 0T YyMBbl, Tebe HY>KHO 6erarsb;
Tebe M TOBOPUTHL-TO CO MHOIO JOJ/DKHO OBITH 3a-
30pHO!.. V>Kestd B3allpaB/ly He OOHIIBLCSA ThHI IIPH-
HUMaTh y ce6s MiBaHa /l0IropyKoro?

OHa IofHsIa Ha Hero CBOM OOJIbINIMe IJIas3a,



OHa yBHJieJIa ero IPyCTHOe JIUII0, U 60JIBHO CXKa-
JIOCH ee CepAlle.

— Yero X MHe Teb6s1 604ThbCsA?! — TUXO CKasa-
Jia oHa. — IlycTh ApyrHUe 604TCs, a 1 He 60r0cd, 9
Tebe Beplo. S 3Hal0, CHBIIIUIIG JIH, 3HA0, UTO ThI
MeHs HU4eM He 0OUUIIIb.

Ha rpycTHOM JuIle KH$I39 MeJIbKHYyJIa CBeT-
Jiasi yJIbIoKa.

— BTopoi pas cmacu6o! — APOTHYBIIHM IO-
JIOCOM IIPOTOBOPUJI OH. — ITH TBOU CJIOBA S HU-
Korja He 3a0yny.

OH ceJ1 pAoM Cc rpadpUHeN.

«BOT OH, — pAyMajia OHa, — [JaBHO OXKHae-
MBIU CIy4ad, BOT KOIJja MHOIOe CKa3aTb MOKHO,
HO XBaTUT JIU CHJIBI, KAK HAYaTh-TO?..»

W oHa MoJsryasia B CMYIL[eHUH.

— A Befb g 3a TeM U exaJsl, rpaduHs, 4T0O
TOJIbKO B3IVIIHYTH Ha Te6s U IIOTOBOPUTH C TO-
6010, OTTOXHYTh HEMHOI0. HUKTO 10 CHUX IIOp He
ObLI CO MHOI TaK JIACKOB, KaK Thl, HUKTO He II0-
KasaJl MHe TaKOI'0 y4acCTHs, He 3Hal0, YeM 3aCJIy-
JKUJI 51 9TO, HO MHE TaK JJOPOT0 TBOe y4acTHe, TaK
IIOpOro, KaK ToJIOTHOMY HUIIEMY KyCOK XJieba!

— CTpaHHO MHe BCe 3TO CJIBIIIATh, — OTBEYa-
jJa Hatanbss bopHcOBHA, — THI JIH TOBOPHIIL



3T0? YTO, IoMa-TO OpaHAT Tebs1, TaK B KaKOM /JI0-
My pasHBIX CCOp He OBIBaeT, a, Ka’KUCh, He Tebe
Ha CBOIO JKU3Hb IIeHATH: )KHUBEIlb Thl BO BCE Y0-
BOJILCTBUE, TOJIBKO U 3HAeIllb, YTO BeCeJUIIbLCS,
3abaBbl cebe pasHble yCTpauBaelllb.

—HW TBI TOXe!— MaxHYJ PYKOH KHA3b
HBaH. — /la mo¥iMu Thl, HaTanbsa BoprcoBHa, 4TO
HeT MHe BeceJsIbsl B 3THUX 3abaBax, Ha/l0eJId OHU
MHe, TaBHO HaJ0esN, OSHO U TO ’Ke, HUYero Ho-
BOI'0 He IIpHUyMaelllb, OJHO U TO JKe, & YeJIOBEKY
MaJI0 3TOTO, Ja ¥ IIPOTHBHO K TOMY JKe... BCe
OIIPOTHBEJIO, TOIITHA MHe JKU3Hb MO4... FIHOM pas
U CTpaIIHO 3a cebd CTaHOBUTCH, 3a CBOIO VI,
MHOTUM 4 rpeleH. Hatanbg boprcoBHa, passe
He BIDKY, pasBe He IIOHMMAK, YTO TaK >XUTH
HeBO3MOKHO! BoT B IIociiefHee BpeMs H TOCY-
Iapb Ha MeHd CepAUTCd, YTO OTCTaBaTh HauU-
Halo OT Hero, pefkKo Ha OXOTHI C HUM BBIE3-
»kato;«Tebe, — rOBOPUT, — CO MHOI CKYUYHO; CKa-
3LIBAIOT, UTO O0e3 MeHs cebe HOBLIe Becesbs Ha-
XOUIIIb». A KJIIIHYCh Tebe, Kak Ilepef, borom wc-
TUHHBIM, HaTasibg BoprcoBHa, He HaX0XY 1 cebe
HOBBIX Becesinii! IIyCcTh TOBOPSAT 060 MHE UTO XO-
TST, MHE BCe PaBHO, TOJILKO COBCEM He /I 3aTel
PasHBIX OCTAOChH 1, He e3Ky 4 C TocyZapeM, II0TO-



My He e3’Ky, UTO TOIIIHO MHe IVIA/leTh Tellepb Ha
TO, YTO TaM TBOPUTCA. [TOHSI 51, HAKOHEIl, KaKOi
CTpaIIHBIN I'pexX B3sa/IX MBI BCe Ha CBOIO AYIIY,
IIOJIOHW/IM HMIIepaTopa, IPUYYUINU ero KO BCe-
My HeZo6poMy. JX, Kabbl 3HaJjla THI, YTO TaM Te-
IIeps JejlaeTcsd, fa HeT, Tebe Heslb3s U 3HATh 3TO-
ro! Orell, cKaky Tebe, BUepa Ha MeHs HaKHUHYJI-
cs, Bce 60ATCA, UTO 1 0T HUX rocyfaps 0TIy4arlo,
Iia Ifie K MHe, ecId 6 U X0TeJI, OHU TaM Tellepb
CHJIbHEee MeHs CTaHOBATCSA. MHe TOIIHO IVIAeTh
Ha JieJIa UX, 3a 9TO OHHU U cepadrcs. [IpaBo, HHOM
pas Kak AymMaTb HaYUHAI0, YTO HeJIb3d TaK >KHUS3-
HU IIPOZ0JDKAThCA, TaK B Ty IIOPY XOTeJs OB Ha-
JIOXKUTB Ha cebs pyKu!

— YTO TBI, YTO THI, — OBICTPO IlepebuiIa ero
rpa¢uHs, — mobouca bora, 4To ThI TOBOPUING! S
TaK pPajoCTHO CiaylIasa Tebsd, a Thl BAPYT TAKUM
HEeIIYTHBIM KOHYHIL...

— 3%, HataJyibg bopucoBHa, Beib BCETO He BEI-
CKasKeIllb, a Kabbl 3Hajia Thl, UTO CO MHOM HHOM
pas fgeeTcd, TaKk He U3YMWIach Obl MOUM Yep-
HEIM MBIC/IIM. BepHO, MCTHHY TOBOPIO, YTO IIO-
30pHasd JKU3Hb 3Ta MHe OIIPOTHBeJIA, a APYroe...
TBI He 3Haelllb, He 3Haelllb, KaK MaJIo Yy MeHs CH-
JIBI, BOJIX HaJ c06010. Sl IOHUMaK AypHOe, X04y



6e’kaThb OT Hero, a He 6ery, B CTapbIX I'pexax CBO-
UX II0IPsI3al0, ¥ HEKOMY CIIaCTH MeH4.

OH 11eyasIbHO 3aMO0JI4aJjl ¥ OIIyCTUJI TOJIOBY.

Hartanpsa bopucoBHa ¢ BOCTOPIOM €ro CJIYIIA-
jga. To, uTO elme BuYepa HOYBI KasaJoOCh e
HEBO3MOXXHBIM U JajJleKUM, TO HauhHaeT COBI-
BaTbCd: OH IIPUIleJ] K HeW U3MYy4YeHHBIN U
HeCYaCTHBIY, IIPUIIeST U )KAEeT OT Hee CIlaCeHUs.
BOT OH IIOJHAJI OIISATH T'OJIOBY U IJISAUT Ha Hee,
BCe IJIAQUT, He OoTphIBaeTcd. Kaxkass He)XHOCTBL B
ero B3mage! I'papuHe M OTpagHO, U CTPAIIHO.
OHa He MO>XeT BBIHECTH, He MO’KeT CMOTpPeTh Ha
Hero, U CMYILIeHHO, TO KpacHes, TO GyefHes, OT
HEeTro OTBepPTHIBAELTCS.

—3aueM THI TaK Ha MeHs CMOTPHIIL! — B
BOJIHEHUH II1elT4yeT OHa. — MHe CTpaIllHO OT TBO-
ero B3IJIAJA, 1 He 3HAl0, YTO OH 3HAYUT...

— Al — mogHsIica KHI3b UBaH. — U THI MeHA
UcIyrajgach, 1 Tebe crpaimrHo!l.. UYTo X, yHUIH, YHi-
oY, He IIpUCTas0 Tebe 0JibIlle OBITH CO MHOIO,
HEeIIyTHBIN YeJIOBEK IIPUIleI B TBOH 0M, YHIH,
Tebe eCTb 0TUero MeHs 604Tbcs! Hy, INIDKyY g Ha
Tebsd... ¥ 4YTO K, CKaXKy Tebe, IIoUyeMy TaK IJIs-
Ky — IJISDKY TaK II0TOMY, YTO IIOJIIOOHII g Tebd,
Haranbs bopucoBHa!



Ona B3aporHysna. OHa XoTesa yb6erkaTb, HO
oCTaJsIaCh HEIIOABM)KHOK. Ee rosioBa Kpy>KH1ach.

— Jla, 1 moro6uI Tebs, g... U J0OKHA OBITh
I1030pHa /151 Te6s JIr060Bb Mos! KoMy TOJIBKO HU
TOBOPUJI 4 0 JIFOOBU CBOEU, KOMY TOJIbKO HU JIraJjl
s, U TOYHO TaK Ke CMOTpeJI Ha TeX, KOMY Jirajl, 1
MHe Bepwid. U s1 oOMaHBIBaJI, U He CTHITHO MHeE
OBLJI0O OT MOMX 00MAaHOB, U He >KaJIKO MHe OBLIO
cie3 neBUYbUX. bery, 6ery, Befp U Tebs oOMaHy
TaK, U HaJ, TBOMMH CJesaMU IocMeroch 5! Hy,
YTO 7Ke THI He 0e’KUINb, Oern!..

Ho oHa He 111eBesIach.

—YT0o THl TOBOPHIIb, OINOMHHUCH, KHSI3b, —
lIenTajga OHa, — pasBe MOKHO TOBOPUTH 3TO?
Heyyxesi 1 BOPSIMb ThI IIPUIIIEJ] HAI0 MHOI HS3-
IeBaTbCs U OOM)KaTh MeEHsl, He MOIy 3TOMY Be-
puTH!

— Het, 91 He u3geBaTbCI NpPUILIET HaJ TO-
601, — CHOBa 3aroBOPWJI OH, — $I CaM He 3Halo,
4TO CO MHOK... I He JIIy, UTO IIOJIIOOHII Tebd, g
BCI0O HOUb IJIa3 He CMBIKaJI, 0 Tebe TyMaJl II0CiIe
TBOUX CJIOB BUEpAIlIHUX, U Tellepb MHE KaKeTcs,
4TO ecjiv 6 paHbllle 3allpUMEeTHJI 51 TeOs1, eciin 6
paHbIIle YCIBIIIaA TBOM IOJIOC, TAK MHOTOIO GBI
He 0bLIO. MHe Ka)KeTcCsl, YTO B Tebe OIHOM Moe



CIlaceHbe, U BOT {1 Ipulles K Tebe, KaK 6e3yMm-
HBIH, paccKka3aTh BCe 9TO U MOJIUTH TeOSI OT MeHS
He oTBopayuBaTthcs. [Tor0bu MeHs1, HaTanbs bo-
PHCOBHA, U CIIaCH MeH4!..

HaTaiba BCTasa Ilepel HUM U B3IJITHYJIA €MY
psAMO B IJasa. JIUIo ee ObLIO GJIeHO, HO Ce-
PBHE3HO U CIIOKOIHO.

— KHa3b 1IBaH, — cKasaJjia OHa POBHBIM T'0JIO-
COM, — MHe He cJief| Te0s CIyIIaTh, a 51 CAyIIalo;
MHe He cJiefi Tebe BepUTh, a 1 Bepro. Eciu 6 Tou-
HO MOIJIa CIIacTH 5 Tebs, s criacjaa 65, HO ThI J0JI-
’KeH MHe J10Ka3aTh, YTO HY)K/IaelllbCs B MOeH II10-
MOIIIM U YTO 9 MOTY CIIacTH Tebs1. Ec/iM TOUHO g
4TO-HUOYIb [UIs Tebsd 3Hady, eCJIM TOYHO ThI 060
MHe yMaelllb U He CMOTPHIIL Ha MeHs TaK, KaK
CMOTpeJI 10 CHUX IIOp Ha BCeX, TaK Thl JOJDKEH
HaWTH JOPOry K MoeMy cepary. O6MaHyTh MeHs
HeTPYIHO; Y MeHS OHa TOJILKO OTpazia OT TBOETO
obmaHa: Moe K Tebe moBepHe... CIBIIIHUIIG JIX
THI?.. I TeGe Bepro!..

Kusasp IBaH XoTes OpPOCHUTBLCI K Hel, X0TeJl
B34Th €e 32 PYKY, HO OHa He [jajia PYKH U 0T Hero
OTCTYIIHJIA.

— OcTaBb, He Tporal MeHs, KHA3L! — CKasa-
Jla oHa. — Iloiau K ce6e, ycriokoiicd. Eciu 3Ha-



elllb I'pexd 3a Co00r0, ecId IPOTHBHA Tebe Ta
JKHA3Hb, KOTOPYIO BeJI THI [0 CUX IIOP, TaK HaMIHU
B cebe CHJIy 0TKa3aTbCs OT 9TOM )KU3HU, Haliy B
cebe CHJIy YUTH OT I'PeX0B CBOUX. 3HaH, UTO KarK-
OBl 1eHb, KOIZla Thl CyMeelllb II060POTH cebd,
OyzeT A1 MeHsd JHeM CYacCT/JIHBBIM, M KOIZla Ha-
KOIIUTCS HECKOJIBKO TaKUX JAHEeH, Torja IIPUX0LHU
KO MHe HOBBIM UeJIOBEKOM H PacCKa’ku MHe BCHO
TBOIO ylly, U g O6yAy romoraTthk Tebe, U Oyay 3a
TebA pasoBaThbCa. TaKMM, KaKUM OBLI TBI CHX
II0p, 1 He MOIY, He I0JDKHA, He CMeI0 JII0OUTH Te-
0s1; eCik ’Ke THI CyMeelllb OBITH APYIUM, CyMe-
elllb OUYUCTUTHCS, TOIZIa 1 OyAy JIFOOUTH Tebd... a
Tellepb 0CTaBb MeH, IIPOILIAM...

KHa3p MBaH He HallleJ] HUYero CKasaTh el.
OH BHJleJI, UTO OHA B PyKaxX ero, OH BHJeJ, 4TO
OHa y’>K ero JIIOOUT, HO OH He X0TeJI I10/Ib30BaTh-
Cs CBOEI0 BJIACTBIO Ha/l Hero. OH B3IJIAHYJI Ha Hee
C BOCTOPIOM H, Jja’ke He OCMEeJIUBIIUCH IIPOTH-
HYTb el pyKy, IIPOCTHJICS U Bbllles u3 [llepeMe-
TEBCKOTI0 ZiloMa.



Vil

apoH AHzpeii HMBaHpiu OcTepMaH 3aHUMaJI

HeOO0JIBIIION I0M, HeJlaJIEKO OT ABOpIia. Y Hero
3eCch BCe OBLIO TaK >Ke IIPOCTO, KaK U B IleTep-
Oypre; OH Bce ellle cuuTasl ce6s Ha 6UByaKe, Bce
ellle HaJesasICd Ha CKOPBIU mepeesy B IleTepOypr.
Ho Temeps ¢ KaKABIM JHEM Bce caabesa U ciabe-
JIa 9Ta HaJeXk/la, KaXkKIbli pa3, BO3Bpalllasich U3
IBOpPIla, OH BeJ J0Jrue Oecelbl C >KeHOU, U
IPYCTHBI OBIBAJIM 3TU Geceppl. ITostokeHMe 6apo-
Ha OBLJIO BCe TaK >Ke TSHKeJsI0: OH BH/IE]I, YTO ero
BJIMSHHE Ha OBIBIIIETO BOCIIMTaHHUKA, KOTOPOTO
HOMUWHAJILHO OH U Telleph CYMUTAJI ellle BOCIIHUTA-
TejleM, OKOHYaTeJIbHO ocsabeso: IleTp coBceM
BBIOMJICA U3 PYK. B HEM BIPYT IIPOU30IILIa OBICT-
pag TIiepeMeHa K Xyqauiemy. Eille HegaBHO,
HeCMOTpPs Ha JIeHb U CTPacTh KO BCEBO3MOKHBIM
3abaBaM, AHzpeit IBaHOBUY 4acTO IOAMeEYasl B
HeM JII0003HATeJIbHOCTh, PafoBaJICd €ro IIpe-
KpacHBIM CIIOCOOHOCTSIM, €r0 >KHBOMY YMY, HO
Telephb, 0/ BIUSHUEM TOM 6eCCOBECTHON KOM-
IaHWH, B KOTOPYIO II0IIajI FOHOIIIA, er0 TOPU30OHT
cysuicd. OH IepecTaj UHTEPecoBaThCA TeEM, UeM
C/IelOBajJI0 €My MHTepecoBaThC, ITOMBIIILISAIT



TOJIBKO O BeceJjibe, 00 0X0Te, O PasHOIO pofa
HEII03BOJIUTE/ILHBIX IaJIOCTIX; CTaJl OYEHb JIIO-
OUTH HECKPOMHBIE PAasTOBOPBI, K KOTOPBIM IIPH-
y4aad ero OKpy’KaBIIMe U B OCOOEHHOCTH CTa-
puk Anekced Jloaropykuii. Hy, a Aunpeii HBa-
HBIY He JII00MJI U He yMeJl BeCTH HeCKPOMHBIX
PasroBOpOB, fja U, BO BCAKOM C/Iydae, HH 3a UTO B
MUpe He II03BOJIMJI OBl ce6e OH UX IIPU BOCIIU-
TaHHMKe; He yMeJI OH TaK)Ke TOBOPHUTH U 0 coba-
KaxX, He CMBICJIMJI B 0XOTe: TaKUM 00pasoM, 4YTo
’K eMy 0CTaBaJIOCh, YeM MOT OBITb OH IIPUATEH
umIeparopy?!

HeHaBUCTEL K HEMY CO BCeX CTOPOH; C paBOPH-
TOM BeuHble CCOphl. KOHEeYHO, OH BCe-TaKH >Ke
BCeM HYJ)KeH, He MOTYT 0e3 Hero 060MTHUCH, HO
YTO K U3 3TOro? OH CHJIEH eIVHCTBEHHO Pa3pos-
HEeHHOCTBIO CBOMX BparoB, a COOepHUCh OHU B
KpeIIKyI0 IIapTHI0 — U eMy He yzepkarbcd. C
IPYro¥ CTOPOHEI TOKe BUCHUT 3JI0 CTPAIIIHOE Haf
T0JIOBOIO: COBCEM TOTOBSAT IIOTH6esb [y Poccuu
Bpard IIeTPOBCKUX IIOPAAKOB. OUeBUAHBIM CTa-
HOBHTCS, UTO U IIOMBIILIATE HEUEro O Iiepeesze
nBopa B IleTepOypr. A eciu coBceM B MOCKBe
OCTaHYTCsd, TaK CyIlas IIPUXOAUT IIOTUOesb: Ka-
JKeTcsl, HUKOI/ia elne He ObIJI0 TaKOro Oe3Hada-



JIUs, KaK Tellephb, IIPOMeT HeCKOJIBbKO JIeT, U CKa-
JKyTCSA TIOCJAeACTBUA. Begb IIOAYMAaTh CTPAIIHO,
YTO Tellepb TBOPUTCA. HUKTO, KaK eCTh HUKTO, O
3aBTpalllHeM JHe He IyMaeT, 3aHATHI TOJIBKO BCe
UHTpUTaMH, 6eCCMBICIEHHBIMU UHTPUTaMU, HU
K 4eMy He BeJyIIIMUMH, TOJIbKO YTOOBI I'PBISTHCI
IpyrT ¢ Apyrom. Bce pafpl, UTO XOPOIIIO U Becesio
xuBeTcd. Ho oH, 6GapoH AHzpeit MBaHOBUY,
CMOTPHUT Jajibllle, BUAUT IJIyOrKe, BUJUT OH T-
JKeJible 1 HeOTBpaTUMBbIe Belllu. HexoJro Bce 3T0
OyZeT Tak IIPOJOJDKAThCI: TaKas KU3Hb, KaKyIo
BeleT MMIIEpaTop, CKOPO, OUeHL CKOPO, paspy-
IIUT ero KpeIrkoe 3J0pOBbe, YJI0KUT €ro B MOTHU-
JIy: HeJIb3s TaK HaCWJIOBATh IIPHPOAY, HUKAKHUX
CHUJI He XBaTUT. bapoH AH/pel M1BaHOBUY IPYCT-
HO B3/IbIXaeT, eMy BCIIOMUHaeTcs 6j1efHOe, 60JIb-
HOe JIUII0 BeJIMKOM KHsKHBI HaTasbu, KoTopas
ellle BYepa jKajoBajach eMy OYeHb Ha 00Jb B
rpygu. OH JaBHO yoKe 3aMedaeT, 4TO 60JIbHA OHa
He Ha IIYTKY, HUKaKUe JieKapCTBa ey He II0MOra-
I0T. 'pyCcTHO, TPYCTHO 3TO, & CKOPO YMpeET IIapeB-
Ha. C Hel BMeCTe YMpeT U IIOCJefHee 106poe
BJIMSIHHE Ha I0HOTO UMIIepaTopa: Bce >Ke Tellepk,
KOrZla OH YK uUepecuyp 3aBeCejIUTCd, OHa elle
MOJKeT Ha HECKOJILKO JHel ynaep>KaThb ero, Bce



JKe OHa HaIllpaBJsgeT II0 BpeMeHaM ero Ceppiie,
n36aBisieT ero OT IIOCTYIIKOB HeCIIpaBeJJIUBLIX,
mapasausyeT 3JI0e JOJIrOPYKOBCKOe BiIUsgHME. 1o
Ka OHa >xuBa, OcTepMaHy Heyero 605ThCs HEMU-
JIOCTH: KTO [PYT eM, TOT APYyI U UMIIepaTopy,
yMpeT OHa — U BCe IIePeMEeHUTCH.

Eme Buepa oHa obelljajsia yrOBOpUTH OGparta
repeexaThb B [leTepOypr, U B 9TOM II0C/IeLHSSI Ha-
Ie)KnIa; YMpeT IlapeBHa, TOrga KOHUYEHO, COBCEM
3abyzayT o IleTepbypre.

YewMm 6oJibliie fyMaeT AHped IBaHOBUY, TeM
siCHee U siCHee JIJI1 Hero CTAHOBUTCS, YTO HEeO0JI-
T0 IIOCJIe Hee IIPOKUBET HMIIepaToOp — COBCEM
3aBePTAT €ro, HaZOPBYT €r0 CHJILI, YJIOKAT B MO-
ruiy. M XTo 3HaeT, MOKeT BCe 3TO CIYUYUTCS [1a-
’Ke 0UeHb CKOpO... YTO K Torga Oyzmer? Eciu HU-
KTO 00 9TOM He IyMaeT, TaK OH, AHJpel IBaHO-
BUY, II0AyMaTh [OJDKeH, 4TOObI TaKue COOBITHS
BpacIuioxX He 3acTajud. Ha KoM ’Ke O0CTaHOBUTE-
ca? Crapas mapuiia EBrokus ®enopoBHa, I10XKa-
JIy¥ BO3BBICHUT T0JIOC, HO BeIb 3TO HEBO3MOXK-
HO — OHa caMa B I'po06 CMOTPHUT, K TOMY >Ke C
Helo Ta ke MoCKBa, Ta ke 1orubess. IlecapeBHa
EsnmnsaBeTra? C Hero, MOKeT OBITH, MEHBIIIE IIOTH-
6esu [u1d Poccry, HO HaBepHOe IIOTHOesIb eMy,



OcTepMaHy, — HeB3JIIOOMJIa €ro B IIOCJIe/lHee
BpeMs IlecapeBHa, JaJbl UX JaBHO KOHYHJIKCE,
OHa ero CBOMM BparoM cuyurtaeT. Hert, eciau cbe-
peys cebst OH X0UeT, TaK J0/DKeH BCeMH CHIaMU
OTCTPAHATH IiecapeBHY. 11 OH Bce fyMaeT U Iiepe-
IYyMBIBAeT, fia TaK yIIeJ B CBOM MBICIIH, YTO He
CJIBIIIUT BOIIPOCOB >KEHBI, HUYEero e He 0TBeyYa-
eT. BoT OH BCTaJI, IIOIIeJI B CBOK CIIAJIBHIO, CHAII
C cebs1 cTapbIy JIIOOMMBIN IITAQPOK U OZeJICS.

— Kypma Tb1? — crnpamuBaeT Mapda MBaHOB-
Ha.

— K o/iHO ITIepcoHe, — TaUHCTBEHHO OTBeYa-
eT AHjpel MBaHOBHY M yXOAUT H3 noMy. OH
HUJIET BO JBOpeEIl, UJeT 3aJHHUMH XO/IaMHU B ye/H-
HEHHYI0, JaJIbHIOI YacThb JBOPIIOBOIO IIOMeIIle-
HUs, I7le 0TBeJeHO HeCKOJIbKO KOMHAT [ Iep-
LIOTUHU KYPJITHCKON AHHEI IBAHOBHEI.

AnHa MBaHOBHA y ce6s: OHa peJKO KyZa BBI-
e3’kaeT, pefiKo II0Ka3bkIBaeTCsd Y IlecapeBHEI Eju-
3aBeThl W BeJIHUKOM KHOKHBI HaTasbu, B Iiap-
CKHMX OXOTaX TO)Ke He IIPpUHHUMaeT y4dacTus. Hu-
KOMY He [0CTaBJIsIeT 0COO€HHOIO yO0BOJIbCTBHUSA
ee KOMIIaHHA, a, MeXKAYy TeM, C CBOeil CTOPOHBI
OHAa YyIIOTpe6sieT BCe CHJIbI, YTOOBI HPaBUThHCH,
4TOOBI 3aC/IY>KUTh pacIioiokeHue. I'y1as He CIIyc-



KaeT ¢ uMmIlepaTopa 4 IjapeBeH, He 3HAeT UeM U
YIOOUTH UM — U BCe-TaKU He o6palllaloT Ha Hee
BHUMaHU4. C KakKUM OBl YA0BOJILCTBUEM yexasla
OHa B CBOI0O MHUTaBy, HO bBUPOH TOBOPHUT, YUTO eIlfe
IIO0XKAATh HY>KHO, ellle He BCe [eJja CAeaHEbl, a
0e3 pellleHUs [esl eXaTb He CTOUT, — HelapoM
JKe IIpyes’kasa...

FeprjoruHg OYeHb H3yMHJIach U 00pazoBa-
Jace mmpuxony OcrepMaHa: ee U IIPUABOPHEIE He
6asI0Bajii CBOMM BHUMaHUEM.

— Kak 3To THI 060 MHe BCIIOMHWJI, AHJpei
VBaHBIU? — CKa3ajia OHa, IIPOTATHUBAas eMY PYKY.

—UYTO 3TO BBI, Ballle BBICOYECTBO: «KakK
BCIIOMHUJI»... 1a I HEIIPeCTaHHO BacC B MBICIAX
CBOMX HMMeI0; BOT IIpHUIIIeJ Y3HATh, He IIPHUKaKe-
Te JIU 4ero — TakK s BCe [JIs1 Bac yCTPOXO...

— UYero X MHe... BCeM S [OBOJIbHA, HUYETO
MHe He HaJo0, — 3aTopollniack AHHA MBaHOB-
Ha. — YTo rocyaps, Kak OH B CBOEM 3[I0pOBbLe?

— Kakoe, g pyMmar, 3I0poBbe! — oTBedasl
OcrepmaH. — CoBceM He GeperyT ero, a caM o Ce-
0e, KOHEYHO, OH U He JiyMaer.

— AX, Kak, Belb 3TO IIOXO, — IIeYaJIbHO Ka-
YyaJia TOJIOBOM IepIioruHs, — I TaK BCEM CepAlieM
JIXOOJII0 eT0 BeJIMYeCTBO U TaK MHeE >KaJIKO CJIBI-



11aTh, YTO OH He OepeXxeT cebs... [la U ee BBICOYe-
CTBO BeJIMKAas KHsDKHA BCe TAaK HE3I0poBa, ax,
KakK 3T0 >KaJIKo!

— 3aTo IlecapeBHa XOpOIIO cebs YYBCTBYET,
ellfe IIOII0JIHeJIa, — IIPOroBopu OcTepMaH, IIpU-
CTaJIBHO IJIA Ha TePIIOTUHIO.

— AX [1a, ma, Kakad OHa KpacaBUIIa, Ilecapes-
Ha!

U reproruvHg To)Ke CTaja IIPUCTAJIbHO IJIg-
IeTh B I1a3da AHApero MIBaHOBUYY, IIBITASICH IIPO-
4YeCTh B HHUX, II0OYEMY 3TO OH 3arOBOPMJI O IIeca-
peBHe U TakuM TOHOM. OHa Tak 60sIach IIO-
IIacTh B KaKOM-HUOYAL IIpOcaK, CKas3aTh UTO-HU-
Oyab JIMUIlIHee, KAaKUM-HUOY[Ib CJIOBOM IIOBpeE-
IUTH cebe! M KaKk Hapo4yHO C HeX He OBLIO ee
Ipyra bupoHa, KOTOpPBIN BCerga ymes BBIBECTH
ee U3 3aTPyAHEHUs, YTO-HUOYAb CKa3aTh 3a Hee
WJIN He3aMeTHBIM 060pa3soM HaBeCTHU ee Ha OTBET
TIOIXOISAIITHH.

— AX ma, Aunpen IBaHbIY, — BCIIOMHIJIA AH-
Ha liBaHOBHAa, — IIPOIIly Bac, IlepenaiiTe BeJIU-
KOM KHSDKHE, UTO S VoK IUcasa B MUTaBy HacueT
cobak, 0 KOTOPhIX OHa MHe TOBOpHJa. MoXeT, U
6e3 MeHd HAUAYT UX I ero BeJWYecTBa, a TO
KaK 1 IIpuely, TaK ceryac Bce CZeJial, YTOOBI HC-



IIOJIHUTh WX KeJlaHMe, caMa HCKaTh 6yay. IToxka-
JIyHCTa Xe, Ilepemanite, AHAped BaHBIY, YTO A
TOJIbKO U JiyMas 0 TOM, He MOI'y JIU 4eM-HUOYb
OBITH IIOJIE3HOM ero BeJIMUEeCTBY U ee BBICOYe-
CTBY, IIOJKaJIyHCTa, Ilepenaire!

— /la Beb BBEI CaMH, IepIlOTUHS, YBUAUTECH C
HUMU paHbIIle MOETO, I107KaIyH.

— /Jla, 1a, KOHEYHO, HO BCe Ke XOpOoIlIo Oy/eT,
eCJIX U BBl UM 00 3TOM CKa’keTe, IIPOIIY S BacC, —
IIpojJoJ/DKaJia OHa, 3arydAsIBad B r1asa OcrepMa-
HY ¥ CMYIIasiCh, — YK IIPOIIY s Bac, JOOpbI AH-
Iopeil MiBaHBIY, KaK yeny, He 3abyabTe 060 MHe,
O0yabTe KO MHe MUWJIOCTHUBBI U MHOM pa3 HaIlOM-
HHUTe 060 MHe, CKa)KHUTe 3a MeHs o06poe CJI0BO, a
VXK 4, 1 4eM TOJILKO MOI'Y — JIa BOT MOI'Y-TO 5 Ma-
JI0, — YeM MOTY, YCIY>KY BaM 3a 3TO...

— AX, bor ¢ Bamu, IIOJIHOTe, IepILIOTUHY, YTO
3TO BBI, HEY)KeJIH AyMaeTe, UYTO MeHsd ellje IIPOo-
CUTHb HY)XHO. I[lo)KasyicTa, II0JI0)KUTeCh Ha Me-
H4, 51 BCeI7ia I104UTy cebs CUaCTIUBBIM, €CJIU CMO-
I'y YTO-HUOYAB CAesaTh BaM YTOLHOE.

— He 3Ha1o, Kak U 6ylarofapuTh Bac! — pake
nokpacHesla AHHa IBaHOBHA. — BbI TaKOM 106-
PBIH UeslOBeK.

B aTo Bpemd Boirtesr bUpoH. OH IIOUYTUTEJIHLHO



HOKJIOHM/ICA OCcTepMaHy, a TOT BCTaJ H JPyrKe-
CKHU IIPOTSIHYJ EMY PYKY.

— Bot 6apoH AHppeit MBaHBIY Tak [o6p, —
obpaTtmiack AHHa VBaHOBHAa K BUpOHY, — 4TO
He 3a0bIBaeT MeHs, HaBelllaeT.

— U g Hazieroch, — IPOTOBOPUII BUPOH, — UTO
MBI, ye3ykas, OCTaBUM 3/ieCb HaJle)KHOTO [pPy-
ra, — BeJb BBl II03BOJIUTe, 6APOH, TaK Ha3bIBaTh
cebs?!

— KoneuHo, — ckasajn OcTtepMaH, — g cefuac
yoKe UMeJI YeCTh JOJI0KUTH I'epIloTUHE, UTO BCe
CllesIalo Ha ee I10J1b3Y, UTO B MOUX CJIa0bIX CUJIaX.
Tak He H3BOJIMTEe MHEe [aTh HUKAKHUX IIPHKAa3a-
HUH, Ballle BEICOYECTBO?

—UTo X, Tellephb HUKAKHUX, TOJLKO He 3a-
OyZbTe 1Ipo cobak, uTo s BaM FOBOPHIIA...

— Kak M0>XHO 3a0bITh, He 3a0yAy, IIpU IIep-
BOM JKe CBHJaHBbU HEIIpeMeHHO CKa’ky U IlapeB-
He, J1a ¥ TOCyZaplo.

Aunpert IBaHOBUY IIOUTHUTEJBHO OTKJIAHSI-
Csl TepIIOTHHE, OIIITh II0’KaJ PyKy BHpOHY C ca-
MOH TOOPOAYIITHOM, MUJIOH YJIBIOKOU U BBIIIIEIL.

ITo ero yxome AHHaA MBaHOBHA IIOJPOOHO, He
IIPOIlyCKasl HU OJHOIO CJIOBA, Ilepenasa bupoHy
BeChb CBOHM pPasroBOp M CTajJla ero CIIpalluBaTh,



4T0 6BI 3HAUYMJI HaMeK OcTepMaHa Ha IIPUHILEC-
cy Enrsasery.

— YTo-HUOYIb [a 3HA4uT, — CKasaad bu-
poH. — OcTepMaH XWUTep, OH JapOM He CKaKeT
HU OJHOIO CJIOBA, [ia U BOOOIIle Mbl MOXKEM Te-
IIepb YCIIOKOUTHCA, 3HAYUT, [iejia HAIK He CO-
BCeM AypHEI, ecid OcTepMaH Hac HaBeltaeT. OT-
KyZa ke OBI 9TO B3sJ1ach TaKas K HaM [py»k6a?

— Hy, a uTo TbI? UTO HOBOI0?

— 1 Temepb OoT KHA31 BaHa AJjiekceeBHYa,
TOXKe W S C HUM IO0JIaiHJI, JJACKOB OH OBLI CO
MHOI0, MUJIOCTHB, U eMy 5 06elltaj HalTH Y Hac
B KypigHAuM XOpOIIyH0 OXOTHUYBK COOauKy,
TaK OH 3a 3TO [a’ke II0IleI0Bajl MeHs. Kak ToJIb-
KO IpHeIeM IOMOM, ceryac HY>KHO CO0aK KC-
KaTb, — MHOT'0 3TU CO6aYKHU HaM ITOMOTYT.

— Hy, ¥ c1aBa bory! — faske mepekpecTUIach
reprjoruH4. ..



VIl

BeTJIble MaMWCKHWe AHU CTOAT Hax MOCKBOIO.

bilaroyxaHHas THUIIIKMHA B TeIZIOM Bo3zayxe. ITo
MockKBe — peKe XOZIAT JIOJKH, U I'pebIibl He 3Ha-
0T MHOM pas, 4YTo UM U [JesaTh, TaK ob6MeJiesa
MockBa — peka. HalpoTus ero, 110 Ty CTOPOHY
PeKH, TAHYTCA BOpoObeBBI TOpPHI, IIOKPHITHIE IY-
CTBIM 3eJIeHBIM JiecOM. C BBIIIMHBI 3TUX TOP BO
BCe CTOPOHBI UyJHEIe BUJBI OTKPHIBAIOTCSI U BECh
ropon, MockBa, Kak Ha JIaJJOHU: BCe COPOK COPO-
KOB IIepKBel ee BUJHEI, OT COJIHIA, KAK OTHH, I'0-
pAT WX 30JI0UeHble KyIIOoJbl. /UIMHHEIOT Beuep-
HUe TeHU, U BCe THIIe U THUIIe CTaHOBUTC,
TOJIKO I7le-HUOYyAb Ha Oepery IIPOMBIYUT KOPO-
Ba, Ja pasgafyTcd TOHKHe, >KaJOOHbIe 3BYKU
pO’KKa IIacTyIIbero... Jacbkl Ha MOHAaCTBIPCKOM
KOJIOKOJIbHe BCe ObIOT MUHYTHI 38 MUHyTaMH, U
C TOCKOK BeJIUKOI0, C TOMJIEHbEeM U CKYKOH IIPU-
CIylIMBaeTcd K UX 6010 napuna EBmokusa defo-
pOBHa.

Bce B TOM Xe OHA TUXOH U CIIOKOUHOM CIIaJb-
He, TOJILKO OKHO OTBOPEHO, a II0JI OKHOM I[BeTeT
KyCT CUpeHU. /IJINHHbIe, OHOOOpa3Hble THU T-
HYTCS I LIAPUIIbI, 4yero ObI e, KakeTcs? —



JKusHb cIiokoiiHas, 6e33ab0THas, BCero y HeU
BIOBOJIb U JIIOJIel MHOTIO, YTO II0 IIepBOMY ee
3HaKy I'OTOBBI UCIIOJIHATh BCe ee IIpUKa3aHUs, U
CTOJI OOWJIBHBIN, M BCSIKOIO IIPOJOBOJIBCTBUS
CKOJIBKO JyIlla IIOJKesaeT. B IlepKOBb BOMET —
BCe el HU3KO0 KJIaHSI0TCS, CBAILeHHUK BCeHapO/I-
HO BO3IJIAlllaeT ee BEeJMKOU TIoCyJapbIHeMN, OT-
BCIOJly el II0UTeHHe — Yero K OHa TaK I1edalb-
Ha, 4ero CUAUT YacTO II0J OTKPBITHIM OKOIIIKOM,
CMOTPUT Ha [BOP MOHACTBIPCKHUM M TUXOHBKO
IUIaYyT ee IJ1a3a CTapsle, C 6e3Ha[e’KHBIM O0TYas-
HUeM IIen4yT >Kajlo6bl ee 6jeHbIle I'yObI? Yero
JKJajla OHa, Ha 4TO HaJesaacb — TO He COBLIOCH;
4yero 60silaCb — TO MCIIOJHUJIOCH. TOJIBKO CO-
OJII0JIM IIpUJINUYMe, Ha3sHAUWIU el coflep)KaHUe
boraToe BHy4aTa, a ee I103a0BLIH, U 3a YTO 3TO?
Bcero pasa TpHu u BHeJ/Ia OHa BHyKa. UeM [oca-
IOUTH eMy OHa ycliesa? CoBeToBaJjla eMy II06e-
peys CBOe 3/10pOBbE, [1a )KU3Hb BECTU Pa3yMHYIO,
9TO, BUJHO, He IIOHpaBWIoch? Hy, a cecTpuiia
ero, BHyyka HarallleHbKa, OHA-TO Yero OTBEPHY-
Jlach OT 6abyImku? /la U 4To yMaTh 006 9TOM: OT-
4Jero fa nmoyeMmy? Otyero 6sl TaM HU OBLIO, & OT-
BEpPHYJIUCH OT Hee BHy4aTa, U CaMU K Hell He 3a-
IJIALBIBAIOT, U ee K cebe He 30BYT. Bce >xzaia, Bce



HaJesylach CTapyIIKa, YTO 3TO IIepeMeHUTCH, a
He N0)KIasachk. BoT U Tellephb: HEMOYKETCA el, —
ocjiajla OHa 3allUCOYKYy UMIIepaTopy, IUIIIeT,
4TO0 60JIbHA U IIPOCUT HABECTUTH €€, HY U YTO XK?
OH Ha cJI0Bax BeJieJI OTBETHUTD, UTO OUEHb COXKa-
JIeeT, UTO IIOChLIAeT K Hell NOXTypa U IIPHUKAa3bl-
BaeT IIOCTOSTHHO U3BeIaTh ero 00 ee 3J0POBbHH, a
caM K HeH OBITh He MO’KeT — OUeHb 3aHIT. 3aHIi-
THe ero M3BeCTHOe, Ha OXOTY efeT, OTTOI0 U He
MOT HaBeCTUTHL CTapyxy. /[lymasa, XOTb BHYYKa
npueseT, aH U BHYUYKU BCe HETY — TOBOPAT, Ca-
Ma 60JIbHA OYeHb, IIpaBja Ji¥, HeT JIH, KaK TyT
y3Haellb! [Ipexxze 3ae3kajl XOTb HeMell, 6apoH
Aunpeii MIBaHOBUY, Ja U OH YK IIepecTaa es-
IUTh... HUKOMY He HYy>KHa I1apHIla, BCe ITOHJIY,
YTO Heuero B HeM 3aHMCKUBATh...

CuguT oHA y OTKPBITOIO OKOIIIKA U IIJIaYeT;
4acTo IUIayeT Telleph Ijapuila, 6eccuire ojoJIe-
JIO ee, TOJILKO U MOJKeT, UTO0 IIaKaThb. Houb IIpu-
XOOUT. JIOKUTCS OHA B IIOCTeJIb, HUKAK 3aCHYTH
He MOKeT, TaK BCI0 HOUb U BOpoYaeTcs C 60Ky
Ha OOK. VK 3a3BOHUJIM K 3ayTpeHe; IIOUTU XOThb
IOMOJIUThCA. OHa KJIUYET CJIY>KaHKY, CIIEIIUT
oJleThbcad U OpefieT B I1epKOBb. TaM CTaHOBUTCAH
OHa Ha CBOe MeCTO UM IIOJHHUMAET 3allJlaKaHHbIEe



rjasa K oopasy boropogurisl. Bce Tak >ke CIIOKOM-
HO YU MUJIOCTHUBO IJIAAUT Ha Hee JIMK IIpeuncron
JleBBI; OH 30BeT ee AYIY K IIOKOK ¥ CMHPEHUIO,
HO BCe ellle He MOXKeT 00pecTH 3TOro II0KOS U
CMUpeHUs Itapuiia. Korma IIpoxXoguT ToCKa U
CJIe3bl, TOIZia IIOJHUMAIOTCA B HeH Apyrue 4YyB-
CTBA: CHOBA CTYYHUTCA CTapas >Ka’kaa MeCTH, HO
00JIBIIIe UeM KOTIa-JIru00, MOKeT OBITh, CBSI3aHbI
ee PyKu, — IIpaBo, IIpeXk/e JIydllle ObLJIO, HY 3a-
TOYeHHe, Hy U 3HaJIa YTO 3TO 3HAYUT, a Telepb
Be[lb, OKPY)KHJIM II0YeTOM U JAyMaloT, UTO BCe
clieslasiv, YTO MOIYT Ha 3TOM YCIOKOUTHCA. /la,
BeJb HeT 60JIbllle 00U/bI, KaKyI0 OHa TEPIIUT Te-
Iepb OT BHy4YaT CBOUX, Beb BOT He 3aX0TeJH
IIOMECTUTH ee BO [JBOpIle, BCe CHesanu, TOJIbKO
yTOO I0aJIbIe, YTOO He BUAETh ee, He CJIBIIIATh
0 Hell. 3HAYUT, IIPOTUBHA OHA UM, 3HAUYUT, IIPs-
MO II0Ka3aThb €M XOTAT, KaKOK ee CUUTAKT. BCcro
JKU3Hb BCe OOMWKaJM, a 3TU OOHABI, IIOJ CTa-
POCTB, y>K He II0 CUJIaM Iiapulie. «UTO X OHHU, B
caMoM [eJsie, IymMarT? YeM g TaK IIPOBHUHUJIACH
nepen HUMHU? YeM g UX orosopuia? Jlydiie Me-
H, 4YTO JiH, OblIa HUX Apyras 6abymika? — Tou
BCe IIPOIIfaJIoCh; a U CaMU OHU Kak >XKUBYT?!» U
HeJlaBHee YyBCTBO JIIOOBU K IleTpy u Haraibe



3aMeHseTCd B HEM IIOUTH HEHaBUCTBHI0. CMeu-
TeCch, CMeHTeChb, H3JleBaliTeCch, OOM>KauTe! —
MBICJIEHHO rpo3uTcsa oHa um. — Iloromure, Bce
JKe s JKHBa ellle, ellle He YMHUPAIo, ellle, MOXKeT,
Bac nepe>xuBy!.. BOH BHyUYKa, KaK IIBETOK BSIHET,
K 3eMJle KJIOHUTCS, IPyJb Y Hee Bce OOJIUT, Kalll-
JIIeT, yMpPeT TOIO0 IVISAAH... 1a ¥ Thl yMpeIlb TOXe
CKOPO, TOCyZapb MO BHY4YeK: He XBaTUT Tebs Ha
3Ty KU3Hb PasTyJIbHYIO, B 3TaKHUe-TO roger! CaMu
cebs1 moryouTe: s 6B Bac OXpaHsia, 1 Obl He JI0-
IIyCTHJIA, 51 Obl, KaK KOpIIYH, HaJ, BaMU CTOsLIa,
BAIllMX BparoB OTTOHSJIA: HE 3aXOTeJIH, OILIeBa-
JIM CTapyxy, Hy u morubaiire!.. OX, uyeT Moe
Cepplle, 4yeT, YTO CXOPOHIO g UX, — AYyMAaeT, IJIg-
ISl Ha UKOHY U y>Ke He BUIA ee, EBIokus defo-
poBHa, U He mokajer! K yeMy ’kajeTb, pasBe
OHU MeHs ’KaJIeloT? Pa3Be KTO-HUOYIb KOTZa IIO-
sKaJies1 MeHda?.. Ho II0TOM... YTO II0TOM, KTO CAZET
Ha IIPeCcToJI PYCCKUM? Hey)KeJId OHa, 3Ta IIHCAa-
Has KpaJid, [o4Yb Moero Mmyuuressd? Her, ele 110-
Toxau Tel! Ecyiv Ipu HeM cTajla UMIlepaTpulleit
BTOpad KeHa ero, >KeHa IIpH >KUBOM-TO >KeHe! /la
He CBOsl, @ HEMKa, TaK 0TYero K U MHe He OBITh
uMmIepaTpurieii? S ero sakoHHas1 HacJaeJHUILA, S
IepBasi BeHUYaHHas >KeHa ero, pycckas, IIpaBo-



C/IaBHadA, TaK Hey)XKeJu g YCTYIUII0 MeCTO 3TO
EsnzaBeTte? BCio )KU3HBb BCeM YCTyIIajla, I1opa 0b-
pPasyMHUTBLCA XOTh Ilepes CMepThH... OX, 4YTO 4, 0
4eM 3TO 1 [yMalo, pasBe TOMY MOXKHO CTaTbCA?!
Ho MBIC/IB YK IIPHUIILIA, II0C/IEe IIePBOM Ge3Ha-
Ze’KHOCTH, I10CJIe JOJITOM TOCKHU U CO3HAaHUS CBO-
ero 6eccuIvs; MbIC/Ib IIPUIILIA AUKasi, HO c06J1a3-
HUTeJbHas, U Telleph YK He yiaeT oHa. «UTo XK
9TO, B CAMOM [jeJie, BeIb MOXKeT OHO CTaThCA, I10-
yeMy 3HaTb, MOXKeT ObITb, BCe HUJIET TOJIBKO K
3TOMy, MOXKeT, TakKk camMuM borom HasHaue-
HO?» — I HUKAaK y>X He B CHWIaX 0TBA3aThCA EB-
Iokusg demopoBHA OT 3TOM, BHE3AIIHO ee OXBa-
TUBIIIEH, MBICIH. OHa JPOXKUT, Ijla3a ee TOpAT,
el CTaHOBUTCS AYIITHO, OHA HaYWHAaeT YyBCTBO-
BaThb HeBeJOMOe BOJIHEHMe, el HayhHaeT Ka-
3aThCd, UTO ceryac, CUI0 MUHYTY, JOJKHO COBep-
IIIATHCA UCIIOJIHEHNE ee 3aMBICJIOB, YTO Y>K HU-
KOI'0 UX HeT, UYTO OHU yYMepJIX. BOT el CIIBIIIUTCA
IO/ IIEPKOBHBIMU CBOJAaMH T'0JIOC CBAIeHHUKA,
OH BO3IJIallIaeT: «bJIarOBEpPHYI0 TOCYLaphIHIO Ha-
my, napuny EBgokuro emopoBHyY». [la, oHa Ila-
pHIla, BeHUaHHas [japuila 3eMJIH pycckoit! Kpy-
TOM Hee BCe 3TO ee IIOJJaHHBIE; B ee pyKax U
THEB, U MUJIOCTD: BCe JKAYT C BEJIMKUM TPEIeTOM



ee IIpUKa3aHU, JIOBAT ee B3IJIAALL. be3syMHBIMU
IJ1a3aMU 0OBOAUT OHA I[epPKOBb, €U UyIdTCI 3Ha-
KOMBIe JIMITA, TOJIa IPUIBOPHBIX... BCE CMeEIIIa-
JIOCh: B Cpejie UX U KUBBIE, U yKe yMepIIUe JII0-
Iu. Ho el Temepb Ka)keTcs, UTO OHHU ellle JKUBEI,
4YTO OHU 37eCh, Ilepef Hel... ceifiuac, ceiiyac Co-
BEPIIUTHLCI JOJDKHO UCIIOJIHEHUE ee 3aMBICJIOB,
ceriyac ycjaagUTCsa ee Cephlle MeCTbH, CTapoH,
IOJITHe TOXBI KOIIMBINIEMcd MecThlo. Ilepen Heit
OH, CBeTJIEHIIIHNH KHI3b MEeHIIIHNKOB, OH, BeUHBIH
Bpar ee... KaKyl KasHb IpUAyMaeT OHa eMy?
Her, 119 Hero KasHHU ellje He IIPUAYMaHO: KOJIe-
coBaTh ero — MaJsio! Ha KoJ1 rmocagjuTh — MaJjiol..
ITomoXmeT OHa, IPUAYMaeT... 3a HUM CTOSAT IPV-
ruel.. BoT oHU mafarwT Ilepel; HeM Ha KOJIEHW,
MOJIAT O IIPOIIleHUH, U3BUBAKOTCI U IIpeCcMbIKa-
I0TCS Y HOT ee. A el CMeIITHO, OHAa HacCJaaKLaeTcs
UX VHIDKEeHHEM; HeT, He celiyac OHa KasHUT HUX:
3TO 6BLIO OBI AJIT HUX MaJIo, OHa MeJJIEHHO CTa-
HeT IILITaTh UX, KaK caMM OHH ee IbITaau. OHa
CTaHeT OCKOpPOJIATH UX, U3[eBaTbCsI HaJ, HUMU,
KaK ¥ ee OCKOpPOJISIM U KaK HaJ HEl U3/ieBa-
JIUCh. Y1 HUKOTO He TOIIagUT OHA, IYCTh IPOCAT
IIpoIleHbsd, nycTh!.. HampacHo! Ho KTO K oOCTa-
HeTcA? BparoB Tak MHOIO, BCe Bparu, U HA OLHO-



ro gpyral..

OHa BBIIPAMIIACE BO BeCh POCT CBOU. OKpY-
JKarlIre ee MOHaXWHHU C U3YMJIEHUEM U CTpa-
XOM IJIAOAT Ha Hee, TaK U3MeHWIach OHa. ['oJio-
Ba ee TPsCeTCd, JIUI0 O6arpoBeeT, I'yOBI IIEIIYyT
YTO-TO HEIIOHATHOe. M OIITh el HauuHaeT Ka-
3aThCSI — el Ka)KeTCs1, UTO BCe 3TU Bparu JIOThIe,
JIe’KaBIlIMe y HOT ee U MOJIUBIIHUE O IIOIAfeE,
HOJAHUMAIOTCA... €H CJBIIIUTCI YIPOXKAIOLIUHN
KPUK UX: «A! TaK Thl XO0UYelllb IIOT'YOUTH HAC BCEX,
HO MBI Tebe He gaaumcsa! Hac MHOTo — ThI OJTHA,
XOTh U IJapuIla, HUKTO 3a Tebs He 3aCTYIIHUTCH,
Hac MHOro!..» 1 oHU KHUJAaKTCI Ha Hee. BoT oHU
yKe ee OKPY KWJIH, OHa PBETCs, MeueTCs, BBIPHI-
BaeTCd U3 PYK UX, HO OHU CKPYTHWIU €U PYKH...
JUKHI KPUK OIJIaCHUJI IIepKOBHBIE CBOABL.. Bce
KUHYJIUCH K [Japulle: ¢ 6arpoBBIM JIUIIOM, C 3aKa-
TUBIIHUMUCSA IJIa3aMU, OHA HEIIOABIIKHO JierKasa
Ha II0JIy [IePKOBHOM.

Bpocuiuck 3a JOKTOpPOM. [[OKTOP OOBSBUIL
YTO [[apHIla ellle )KUBAa, UTO HY)KHO el IIyCTUTh
KPOBB, UTO C HeH yrap. OCTOPOKHO IIPUHECIIH ee
U3 IIepKBU U JajIk 3HATh BO ABOpel. Ho umiiepa-
TOpa TaM He OBLJIO, OH yeXaJl Ha 0XO0TY C Ilecapes-
Hol Ejmms3aBeTol, a BeJHKasd KHsDKHaA HaTaabsa



caMa Jierkajia B IIOCTeJsIH, ciaabas u 6osbHasa. Of-
Ha TOJIBKO reproruHsg KypiissHpackass, AHHa HBa-
HOBHa, IIpyexajla B MOHACTHIpb U BeChb [ieHb
poBesia y OOJIBHOM ILJapHIlbl, U OCTaBUJa ee
TOJIBKO TOIZIa, KOTZA Ta OKOHYAaTe/JbHO IIPUIILIA
B ce6s U KOIZia JAOKTOpP CKasajl, YTO OIIaCHOCTh
MHHOBAJIA.

IX

0 TBEPCKOH JIOpore, 3a CEJIOM BCecBSITCKUM,

HAYMHAeTCsd COCHOBBIH JIeC W TSHETCI Ha
MHOTHE BEPCTHI, OXOIUT 0 PeKU XUMKHU, UeT
I10 Gepery, mepedpackIBaeTCs Ha IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY
U OITATH TSHETCSI. 3UMOI0 B JIECY 3TOM MHOTO BCSI-
KOTO 3Bepsl: ¥ BOJIKH, B MeJIBETH BOJSTCS; JIETOM
IITUIA TUKas KUIIMS KUIITUT 10 CTaphIM COCHO-
BBIM BeTKaM. IIpUBOJIBHO 3/I1eCh OXOTHTHCS: IITH-
IIa He HaNyraHa, He BHAJA [0 CUX IIOP YesIOBe-
Ka, He CJIbIXajla BhICTpesa. TUIIHA HEBO3MYTH-
Masl JKHJIa 37lech JOJITHMEe TOJbI; TpaBa CTOsLIa
HeMsTas, ¥ B TpaBe IIBETHI IIpSATaJIHCh. Ha Jec-
HBIX JIy’KaHKax U Be3[le, I/le JOCTYI GBI COJTHITY,
CIIeJTM KPYIHBIE SATOIbI 3eMJITHUKH, YePHUKUA U
KOCTSTHHUKH, CIIeJTU U OCBHINIaJIUCh: HEKOMY OBLIO
coOMpaTh UX, pa3Be Koe — KOTIJa JepeBeHCKHe



IleBKU U3 CeJl OKPeCTHBIX 3a0pefyT Cro/ia C Ky30B-
KaMM, HO OHHU XOJ4T BCe OOJIbIlle II0 OIIyIIIKe:
BIVIyOb 604TCS 3aIJIsbIBaTh, TaM CTPacTH: Me[-
Bellb, 3Bepb BCAKUM!..

A BOT Tellephb M THUIIWHA yOerkajla U3 COCHO-
BOTO 60pa: IITyM BeJIUKHUH 110 HeM CJIBIIIIUTCS, TU-
KHY, mopckaHbe. To 0XoTHUKHU IleTpa AJjieKceeBU-
4a, TO COOAKH ero BBepX AHOM JIECHYIO >KU3Hb
nopHaau. VsyMJIEHHO CJIyIIaeT IITUIA 3BYKH
BBICTPEJIOB U I1aZlaeT MepPTBOXO, TaAK M He OUHYB-
IIMCh, He IOHSBIIH, OTKyJa IIpUIlIa rubeib. C
yTIpa paHHero OXOTUTCA rocygapb MOJIOJOMH, 3a-
MOPHJICS COBCEM, OTAOXHYTE IIopa. 11 Bo3BpaIa-
I0TCS OXOTHUKH Ha IIHUPOKYIO JIY>KaUKy Y BBICO-
KOI'0 pe4yHOro 6epera, Ijie CTOSAT IIaTpPHl, I7e IO-
TOB IIBIIIHBIN V>KUH. C rocygapeM 60JIbIIasi CBU-
Ta: Bce JOJITOPYKHeE, Ha 3TOT pa3 U MBaH AJieKkce-
eBUY Bblexasl, 6apoH OcTepMaH, eCTb U JIaMBbl:
IlecapeBHa EimsaBeTa CO CBOel (QperIMHOWN,
KHATUHA /losropykas, IIpackoBssa IOpsreBHaA C [10-
yepsMu. CoBceM 3aMmasiicd IOHBIM HMMIIEPaTOp,
eZlBa HOT'M 3a COO0I0 BOJIOYUMT, JIMIIO 3aropesoe,
II0OTHOE, 3aTO Ha Cepjlie y Hero Beceso. Bo3Bpa-
I1aeTcsa OH YKHWHATh C 60raTtod HOoOBIUel: caM
CKOJIbKO IITHIIBI BCAKOM HaCTPeJIsLI: ATATallH



oJiHbIe! Beceslo U pajoCTHO ob6palaeTcs OH K
necapeBHe Eju3aBeTe M HaYMHAET PacCKa3bl-
BaThb OH el CBOM OXOTHHUYBU IIPUKJIIOUYEHUS, O
TOM, KaK 3aCTpsiyI OH B 00JIOTe ¥ KaK ero efBa
BBITAII[UIH, O TOM, KaK YyTh B JIIOOUMYIO CO6aKy
CBOIO He BBICTPEJINJI; MHOTO y HEro pasHeIX pac-
CKa30B.

bapoH AHnpein IBaHOBUY IIOAXOAUT K HMMIIe-
paTopy ¥ CBOMM IIOCTOSHHO JIACKOBBIM U ITOUTH-
TeJIbHBIM TOHOM TOBOPHT €My, UTO €CJIH OH IIO-
1aJj B 60JI0TO, TaK, HaBEPHO, IIPOMOYUII cebe HO-
I'd, HABEPHO, BOJ|a B CAIlOTH 3abpajiacb — HY>KHO
IepeMeHUTh 00YBb, He TO IIPOCTYAUTCS.

— IlycToe! — Becesio oTBeUaeT UMIIEPATOP. —
C uero MHe mnpocTyauThbcsa? Telleps — JIeToO.
Ycraz 4, aTo IIpaBja, Ja BOT II0eM XOPOIIeHBKO,
BBIIILI0 HEMHOIO, ¥ YCTAJIOCTh KaK PYKOM CHU-
MeT. 1 He yroBapuBaii MeHs, AHIpeld MBaHbIY,
He CTaHy I1epeofieBaThCs.

OH camutca yXuHATh. Ilo OZHY ero CTopo-
Hy — EjmsaBeTa, 110 ApYIyIo — KHDKHaA KaTepH-
Ha Jloaropykas. Y>KUH OGBICTPO HCUYe3aeT B I'OJIOJ-
HBIX KeJIyJKaX OXOTHUKOB M BHHA BEIIIUTO US3-
psrHO. V BCeX S3BIKU PasBsA3aINCh, IIOTHSIICA
CMeX, Hava/lUCh IIIYTKH, BCe BeceJsnl. HeBeceso



TOJILKO 6apoHy OcTepMaHy, HeBeceslo GpaBOPUTY
HBaHy AJlekceeBUUy, HeBeceJsIo U cecTpe ero Ka-
Tiollle. CUIUT OHa PSZIOM C UMIIepaToOpoM, He ca-
Ma OHa TakK CeJia, a ee IIOCAAMIH, TOJIBKO 3aUeM,
3aueM 3T0? Ele ecsii 6 MMIlepaTop OCOOEHHO
JKeJlajl 9TOro, 6JIarOBOJIMJI OBI K Hel, a TO Belb
HeT HUYero. BoT OH U BHUMaHUs Ha Hee He 00-
paiaeT, IOYTH CJI0Ba He TOBOPUT C Hero. EH ro-
pas3mo OBl IpUsATHee OBLIO CHIAeTh IIOJAJIbIIIE,
BOH XOTb ObI TaM, Ha TOM KOHIIe CTO0JIa, ee B30PhI
obpalarTcs Tyja 4acTo, TaM MesK/1y MOJIOABIMU
OXOTHHUKaMH, CIIyTHUKaMU HMIIepaTopa, BUAUT
OHAa KpacuBOe JIUI0 C 60JIBIIUMU YePHBIMHU IJIa-
3aMHU. JTHU IJla3a 4acTO BCTpevarTcs C Hew, U
OHa KpacHeeT U OIlyCKaeT peCHUIIbl. U yX He
IIePBBIA [IeHb 3TO — [aBHO 3allpUMeTHJa OHa
MoJI070r0 rpadga MuIe3suMO, POCTBEHHUKA aB-
CTPHUICKOIO IlocaHHUKa bpatuciaaBa. Ha 6amax
OHa 4YaCTO C HUM TaHIleBaJjla, U YK UeTBepThIN
IleHb, KaK BbleXaJId OHU Ha 0XOTY, OH II0JIb3yeT-
€ BCIKUM CJIydaeM IIOJOUTU K Heli, CKa3aTh el
HEeCKOJIbKO CJIOB U IJIAAUT Ha Hee TaK He)KHO; CO-
BCEM II0 Cepjlly IIpUIIeJICI el 3TOT MOJIOZOU
HHOCTpaHell.

[Tocste 0’KMBJIEHHBIX pacckasoB IleTp 3aMoJr-



Yaj, BUAUMO, YTOMJIEHHBIM. OH OTKasajcsi OT
IIpe/UIOKeHHOT0 eMy OJirofia, OTKHHYJICA Ha
CIIMHKY CTYyJIa U BBITSIHYJI HOI'HM. Y HEro HEMHOIO
HayuHala KPYKXUTHCA T0JI0BA, PEeYHU IIPUCYT-
CTBOBABIIUX CTaJIM CIUBATHCA. BOT OH CJIBIIIMHT,
UTO KH3b AJieKced /IOJITOPYKHM TOBOPHUT YTO-
TO, BEPHO, OUYeHb CMeIIIHOe, BCe KPYIOM CMEITCS
U OH YJIBIOHYJICA, HO CaM He 3HaeT UeMy yJbI0a-
ercs. Terymka JIu3a HarHyJacb K HeMy UM UTO-TO
ILIIeITHYJIa, OH He PacCJIBIIIal, OH JOBUT ee PYKY,
HO OHa He JaeT pykKH. [Io — IpesxHEMy pefKo C
HUM JIacKoBa JIu3a, TO eCTh He TaK JIaCKOBa, KaK
eMy OBl XO0TesIoCh. II0 IfeJIBIM MecsdllaM HHOIZA
OH Ha Hee CEePIUTCs, OT Hee YAaIgeTcs, [IOYTH He
TOBOPHUT C HEI, HO JOJII0 CepAUTHCA Ha Hee OH
He MO)KeT — BJIedeT OHa ero K cebe [1a ¥ TOJIBKO,
KaKas-TO TalHas CHUja y Hee eCThb Hajg HUM. «Hy,
a 9Ta 4To JK? — II0J[yMaJl OH, B3IVITHYB Ha KHSDK-
Hy, — 9Ta, IIOKaJIyd, He OTBEpPHeTCd, He CTaHeT
CepPAUTHLCS, eC/IU BO3BMY 38 PYKY... & Belb KaKas
OHa XopollleHbKas! BoT elje HefgaBHO OblIa Ma-
JIEHbKasl COBCEM, a Tellepb BAPYT KaK BBIPOCIIA,
OosibIllasg CTaJsla, COBCeM OOJIbIIas, YK €M IIecT-
HaJIaTh JIeT...»

U OH II9iUT Ha Hee C YIbIOKOM ¥ TOBOPUT eM:



— YT0 KX THI HUYEIo He Kylllaels, KaTrora?

— CbITa, Tocyzaps, BeJb 1 He XO[4WUIa Ha 0XO0-
Ty.

— BOT TO-TO, — CMeeTcsd OH, — 3aueM Ke He
XoAwuaa, Temnepb OBl M Kylllajla MHOIO. 3aBTpa
HellpeMeHHO OTIIPAaBJIANCA C HaMHU. X04elllb MBI
Tebs HapsAUM OXOTHUKOM, JaJuM Tebe pPyXKbe,
CJIaBHBIN THI OyZelllb OXOTHUK!

OH GepeT ee PYKy U JOJITO AEPKUT B CBOEH, U
IJIAIUT Ha Hee C He)KHOM YJIBIOKOM.

Jloropykue y>ke 3aMeTHJIN 3TO, 30PKO CIeisIT
3a KaXObIM CJI0BOM, 3a KaKxoul MuHOU IleTpa,
TOJIBKO J1eJIal0T BUJ, YTO HUUETO He BUMAIT.

KaTromra He OTHsJIa PYKH, HO BCS IIOKpaCHe-
Jla, CMYTHJIach ¥ B3IJISHYJIA Ha UMIlepaTopa Ta-
KUM MCIYTaHHBIM [IETCKUM B3IJIA0M, UTO OH
caM CMYTHJICA, BOPYT OCTaBUJI ee PYKY U OTBep-
HyJIcA oT Hee. EMy cTaso Hes0BKO. OH AyMaer:
«Her, siyuditie, Kak JIusa, jiyuliie 661 U OHA OTHsLIA
CBOI0 PYKY, & TO YTO IIPOKY — He OTHHUMaeT, a
TaK >KaJI00HO CMOTPHUT...»

HaxoHel y’KUH KOHYMJIH, cefyac OyayT 3a-
IpAraTh IKUIIAKU: UMIIEPATOpP CO CBUTOM IIO-
enyT B OJIMDKHee ceJio, IJie IIPUTOTOBJIEHO IIOMe-
LIeHUe I HOYJIera.



Beuep TeIUIbIH, AYLIIMCTHIN. KTO He Tak ycraJl,
IIOIIVIA B POIIy IIOI'YJIATH HEMHOTIO; MMIIEPATop
ocrasica ¢ OcTrepMaHOM M AjiekceeM /[0JIropy-
KHUM.

Meskly BEICOKHMH JIePeBLSIMH, B TEILJIOM IIO-
JIyMpaKe JIeTHHX CyMepeK, HUJeT, TPYCTHO 3afy-
MaBIIIKCh, IlapeBHa EimsaBeTa. OHA OIVIIHYJIACh
U BUJUT 3a co6010 MiBaHa /l0JITOPyKOIO.

— Hy 4To0, J106€3HUK, OIATH 38 MHOI? — Ha-
CMEIIJIMBO TOBOPUT OHA eMy.

— O1aTh 3a T060I0, IIPUHIlECCa; IIOTOBOPUTH
MHe HY>KHO C BalllUM BBICOYECTBOM.

— Kusa3p BaH, Uiy, 0CTaBb MeH4 B II0KOe, He
X0uy s pedyed TBOMX CJyIIaTh, 3HAK, YTO TOBO-
PUTH Oyelllb. Y>K 04eHb ThI 3aHeCCs, 0 cebe MHO-
I'0 IyMaelllb, He CTaTOYHOE JIeJI0 3aTesL...

— IIpocT MeHd, IIPUHIlECCA, 3@ MOH IIPeXK-
HUe IJIyIble PeuH, Tellepb UX OOJIbIlle He YCJIbI-
IIUIb. 3aTeM U UAY 3a TO6010, UTO6 CKas3aTh 3TO
Tebe.

OHa IyIgUT Ha Hero ¢ u3ymjeHueM. UTo 3TO
Takoe? OH TOBOPHUT CEPBE3HO U JIUIIO y HEero Ta-
Koe IreqajibHoe. CTpaHHO...

— CaMm 4 3Har, — IPOJ0J/DKAeT OH, — KakK [[0-
ca’kzial Tebe CBOEI0 ypOCThIO, HO CepAlie y Tebs



30JI0TO€... THI 3J1a He [IOMHUIIIb.

— Ko TBHI 3TO IIpaBAy TOBOPHINL, KHA3b
VBaH, Tak [faBall pyKy, s Tebe 371a HUKOIZA He
’KeJiasia; TOJIBKO HaJoenasl Thl MHe OYeHb. A Te-
Iepb MHe COBCEM YK He 10 JII00e3HOCTeN 1 KOM-
IIJIUMEHTOB.

— 3Halo, 3Halo, IIpUHIlecca...

Esir3aBeTa OTBepHyJIach OT HEro U 3allIaKa-
Ja. HefaBHO OHa, [eMiCTBUTEJIbHO, IIOHECa TH-
JKeJIYI0 yTpaTy: yMmepJia Jiro6rMasi cectpa ee, AH-
Ha IleTpoBHa, ¥ yMepJia JajaeKko, B ropoje Kuie,
U He BHJaJIa ee Ilepef, CMepThIO IlecapeBHa. C
leTCTBa ropsyas Apy>kKOa CBsI3bIBajla ee C CecCT-
PpOI0; MHOTIO CJIe3 IIPOJIMJIa OHAa, KOTZa Ta yesrKa-
Ja u3 Ilerep6ypra 1o IpouckaM MeHIIINKOBA.
[IoToM HA He IIPOXOAUJIO, UT0O He IIOJIydasia
IjecapeBHa MrcbMa U3 KWiId: Uiu 0T caMOU CecCT-
pBl, WX OT obmero apyra ux, lllereseBow,
yexaBIlleli C TepI[OTUHEN TOJIIITUHCKON. Bce
JKJaIU CeCTphl CBHUAHUSA, 3aJyMbIBaJl €ro Ha
9TO JIeTO. Becesible IIHCbMa OJHO 3a JPYIUM IIPH-
xomuiau U3 Kuiig, U pasocTHee Bcero i Eymsa-
BeThl ObLJIO U3BECTHUE, YTO Y CECTPHI ee POAUIICT
cbIH. IllernesieBa M3Belllaja, YTO 340pOBbe AHHBI
[IeTpOBHHI COBCeM XOpolo. MiMiiepaTop ObLI 3a-



OYHO BOCIPHEMHHUKOM HOBOPOXKAEHHOIO, Ha-
3BaHHOro IlerpoM. IlecapeBHa MHOIO IT0/IaPKOB
rnocjana B Kb U cecTtpe, ¥ IVIEeMAHHUKY, caMa
IIMJa eMy MajleHbKHe pyOallledyky, BBIIINBaJIa
pasHble ofesiblla. Y BApPYI, B Hadaje Masd, IIO-
JIyUeHO CTpalrHoe usBecTHe: AHHa IleTpoBHa
CKoHYasack. IlleresieBa mpHcIaja IIMCbMO, BCe
06JIMTOE CIe3aMu, paccKasblBajia BCce II0POOHO.

B Kuuie 6bl1a WJUTIOMUHANVA U QpeliepBepK I10
IIOBOAY KpeIlleHHsI MaJIeHbKOI'0 IIPHMHILA; I'epIio-
TMHS HeIIpeMeHHO X0TeJla CMOTPeTh UX U [J0JIr0
CTOsIJIa ¥ OTKPBITOTO OKOIIIKA, @ HOYL ObLIa CBI-
pag, xosogHadA. IIpuaBopHBIe faMbl U caMa Ile-
IejieBa yTOBapHUBaJIH ee OTOHMTH OT OKHA, XOTeJIH
3alepeTb OKHO, HO OHa CMeslaCh HaJ HUMH U
XBaJIWJIaChb CBOMM PYCCKHUM 30pOBbeM. M OIIATH
OTIIepsia OKOIIIKO, BBICYHYJIaCb B HEIr0 U [O0JITO
IBIIIasIa HOYHBIM CHIPBEIM BO3AyXoM. K yTpy yK
4YyBCTBOBaJIa OHa ceOs ILJIOXO, & 4Yepes [lecAThb
ITHel CKoHYaJach.

HeCKkoJIbKO [{Hel I10CjIe 3TOr0 YKaCHOTO HU3Be-
CTH IIpoIlIaKaJja IiecapeBHa, 3allepIIuch y cebs
U HUKOIO K cebe He Iyckasd. Tellepb BOT OHa BBI-
exaJjia Ha 0XOTY, 4TOOBI KaK-HUOYb paccesaThCsl.
3abymeT Ha Yac CBOI YyTpaTy, OXKHUBUTCI, HO



BCIIOMHUT CHOBAa, U 3aIlleMHUT ee CepAlie, U ILIa-
4yeT OHa HeyIep KUMBIMU CJIe3aMHU.

— Jla, cmacubo Tebe, KHI3b MBaH, — 06paTH-
Jlack HakoHeIl Esm3aBeTa K /lOJITOPYKOMY, YTH-
pas cie3bl,— a ecad 6 HMHAaye 3aroBOPUJI CO
MHOIO, TaK $1, Ka)KeTcsl, TeO6s1 Ha BCIO KU3Hb OBl
BO3HeHaBuzesaa. M ecjd TBI UCKPEeHHO TOBO-
PHIIb, ¥ eCId THI Jalllb MHe CJIOBO, UTO He 0Y-
Jelllb 60JIbIlle IIPUCTaBaTh KO MHe, TaK g CTaHy
TBOUM UCKPEHHUM JIPYyrOM.

— Kiigaych Tebe, mpHUHIIECCA, YTO U He 3aUK-
HYCH OOJIBIIIE.

— Hy usagHO, js1agHO, Beplo s Tebe, KHA3b
VBaH. Ho BOT, — CKasaJjia OHa, KaK OBl caMa C Co-
6010, — OT OJTHOTO KEeHHXa OT/eJsIalach, a JPYyroun
Beb ellfe ocTajsicd Ha Iee. [loMOrd MHe, KHA3b
ViBaH, — OIIATH IIPUCTAIOT C rpadpoM Mopuiom
CaKCOHCKHM, CKaXU THI MM, TaM KOMY HaJo,
4T00 OCTaBUJIM MeH$, HaKOHeIl, B ToKoe. CKOJIb-
KO pas II0OBTOpsIa I BCeM, UTO He X04y 3aMyX, H
KaXIbIi1-TO BOKUIT eHbh HOBOI'O >KeHUXa MHe
HaBA3BIBAIOT. ['OBOpIIA BCeM, YMep MOU >KeHUX,
KOTOPOro MHe MAaTyIlllKa HasHauwWia, Hy U, 3Ha-
4UT, He CyLb0a MHe, a TO YTO 3TO TaKoe, TO OHO-
ro IpezjjararwT, To gpyroro! IIpaBo, make cMeIl-



HO II0yMaTh, YTO 4 3a IIpeiMeT TaKOM JJI UCKa-
HUU pasHbIX HUIIMX IIpUHIIEB! /la ecoiu 6 ¥ XOTe-
Jia 51 3aMy’K, Tak 3a Mopwuila He moluia 0bl, BeIb
OH H3BeCTeH IIOBCIO/IY: BBITOAHBIX HeBeCT cebe
uieT. Tak OKaXkd yCayry, IIOMOTM MHe OT Hero
OT/eIaThCA.

Kusa3p MiBaH ob6elliaja Bce HCIIOJIHUTD, U Ileca-
peBHa yIlia OT Hero, JIJaCKOBO KUBHYB €My T'0JI0-
BOI. OH 0CTaJICs OAVH II0[ lepeBbsIMH Jleca.

— Hy Bort, HaTtasnbsa bopucoBHa, — cKasajl OH
cebe, 1 GJyia’KeHHas1 yJIbI0Ka HA MTHOBEHHE OCBe-
THJIa BCe JIUII0 ero, — BOT MOTY Tellepb K Tebe
SIBUTBCI, XOThb B OZHOM YCIIeJ IIOJIAJUThL C CO-
600! 1 myCTh OTCOXHET A3bIK MOM, eCJIU ellle KO-
I1a-HUuOyIb 110 — IIPe)KHEMY B3IVITHY Ha IIPUH-
I1eccy, X0Tb OHa M Kpallle COJIHIIa He6eCHOIo U
XOTh ellle C Mecsdl] TOMY Hasaj, KakeTcs, HU 3a
Kakue 6Jiara B MUpe OT Hee ObI He oTKa3zaJsics. Ho
Belb THI Kpallle IIpUHIlecchl, HaTaibsa BopHCoB-
Ha, Kpaire Bcero csera boxxwero! S mouzgy 3a To-
6010, KyZia OB Tl HU II0BeJIa MeHs, BCIKasi [0JI C
TOOO0I OYZIeT AJ19 MeHs CYaCTIMBOM JI0JIel!..



X

«HcnoaHaemces 200, Kak s npu 3mom 080-
pe u, nogepbme, amom 200 cmoum 08yXx,
npogedeHHbIX 8 Opy2om mecme. /laii boe,
Yymo6 He npoxicumbs 30ecb 0py2020, — Nu-
can 2epuyoe de-Jlupus 8 HcnaHur. — 30ecb
Mbl HCUBEM 8 NOJTHOM CnOKolcmeuu, u om
ckunempa 00 nocoxa, no PpaHuy3ckou
nocsosuye, He dymMarom HU 0 Hem, KaK
Mo/bKO Obl NPo8eCcMuU /1emo 8 CeAbCKUX
pa3enevueHusIx».

pyrvie UHOCTpPaHHBIE pe3UleHThl TOXKe H3Be-

1I1aJIU CBOM JBOPIIBI, YTO U IIPEJCTaBUTh cebe
HEeBO3MO>KHO TeX UHTPUT, KOTOPHIMHU 3aHUMAIOT-
Cs1 pyCCKHe IIPUBOPHBIE. Bce 9TU U3BeCTUS OBI-
JIA COBEPIIEHHO CIpaBeJJIUBbI: OJIECTAIUA MU-
POK, okpy-kaBiiuii Iletpa II, mo1rres 70 KaKOro-TO
OerreHcTBa. [IpU BOpE IIOTHUMAJINUCH 6e3yMHBIE
caTypHaJIMU U B HUX MOTAJUCh, IIPHITaIH, Bep-
TEeJIUCh BCSKUE JIFOAU: CTapble XU MOJIOJbIE, MY>K-
UUHBI U JKeHITUHBI. KaXKapii 3a60TUIICS TOJIBKO
O CerofHAIIHeM J[He, CTapaJiCi eJWHCTBEHHO O
TOM, YTOOBI U3BJIEUb KaK MOXHO OO0JIbIIIe BBITOJ,
IUIg cebs; O HACTOSTENILHBIX HYXKJaX TOCyZap-



CTBa, 0 6ef1ax, TPO3UBIIUX UMIIEPUH, O COOBITHUIX
IIOJIMTUYECKHUX HUKTO U He NyMasl. TypKH IIOJ-
CTYIIMJIM K I'paHuIiaM Poccuu, KueB HaXo[UICS B
OIIaCHOCTH; IIIBeZbl TOTO U IVIIAU COeNUHSATCS C
TypKaMH; aHIJIM4aHe TOTOBAT CBOU KO3HU — HO
HUKOMY [0 3TOI0 HeT HHUKAaKOIo [esia. BHyTpHn
HNMinepuu TOXKe BCAKHe 06e3ypsguIlbl: Hapog,
HeJl0BOJIEH, BCe >KaJIyIOTCS, BCe HaXOMAT, YTO HU-
KOIZla He OBIBAJIO TaKUX OECIIOPSIAKOB — TOYHO
BEpPHYJIOCh CMYTHOe BpeMs CaMO3BaHIIMHEIL, a
CaHOBHHMKAaM PYCCKUM, JIIOJAM, Jlep>KallluM KOp-
MMJIO IIpaBJIeHUs, He IO BBICIIMX BOIIPOCOB: KaK
OBl TOJIBKO IIOBECEJIUTHCS, YAepPKaTbCd B MUJIO-
CTH ILIaPCKOM — BOT O 4YeM OHHU AyMarT. OguH
6apoH AHzpel MBaHOBUY, Kak BOJI, paboTaer,
cTapaeTcs yJIaJyuTh U TO U Apyroe. MHOIO y Hero
CHJIBI, KpeIlKas, CBeTJjias roJIoBa Ha ILIedax Jiep-
JKHTCS, HO eMy He COBJIaJjaTh C «HeJ0CTPOeHHOH,
PasBUHTUBIIIENCSI MAllIMHOM». PYyKH y HeTro OIIyC-
KalTcsd, U II0 BpeMeHaM 0011iasi caTypHaIus U
ero 3axBaTbIBaeT, U OH MeUeTCs, BEPTUTCI U
IIpBITaeT BCJIEJ 3a APYTHMMH, BeJeT UHTPUTH: O
cBoeM rosioBe 3aboTuUTcd. IloBalWIM KoJocca
IIeTPOBCKOTO, CBeTJIeHIllero MeHIIIMKOBA, AyMa-
JI¥, JIeJI0 CHeJIaid, QyMaJk, BCe B3[JOXHYT CBO-



6oxgHee, Bce moMeT 6e3 Hero, Kak II0 Macjy, aH
He TO BBIILIO! M XOTh M3 HEroZHOro MaTepHasa
OBLJII CO3[laH KOJIOCC 3TOT, HO BCe JKe BJIOJKeHa
OblIa B HEro Kakas-TO MOTydas, UICTUHHas CHUJIa,
M KpPEeIIKOo JiepsKal OH 3TOM CHMJIOM Ha IjIa3ax ero
BBICTPOEHHYIO MAIlIMHY. Bce, 4TO OBLJIO B HEM Ue-
JIOBEYECKOIr0, 3aBeTHOIO, BCe IIOJHUMAJIOCh, KO-
I7la JyMaJjl OH O MallliHe, OHa OBbLIa J0pora eMy.
Ho, KOHeYHO, HUKOMY U B T'0JIOBY He IIPHXO-
IHIa BO3MO’KHOCTL CHOBA BEPHYTH MEHIIIHKO-
Ba, HaIIPOTHUB, CyAibOa ero OKOHYaTeJIbHO Pellly-
JlaCh; MMJIOCTHUBOE CHavaJsla pellleHrue UMIIepaTo-
pa 6BLI0 M3MEeHEeHO, KaK MBI y>Ke BUJlesIN. BpeMs
OT BpeMeHH BCIUIBIBAJIH Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH CTa-
pble Ipexu AJleKcaHjpa /JlaHHuJIoBHYa U pasjpa-
>kauu Iletpa. BoH Hanuiy y CiacCKUX BOPOT II0J-
MeTHOe ITMCbMO B II0JIb3y MEHIIIMKOBa; BOH U3
BOEHHOU U APYTUX KOJUIETHUH U KaHIIeJIPUH II0-
AT SOHOIIIEHHS, YTO CBETJIEHMIIIUI B351JI U3 Kas-
HBl JIeHBTM U MaTepHasbl, U TPeOyIOT Telepb
BO3BpAall[eHHUs B3ITOr0 K3 €ro II0KUTKOB. Heslb3sa
JKe BCe 3TO TaK OCTaBUTHL. MEHIIINKOBa COC/IaIH
B CubHUps, B bepe3os, 0ToOpav y Hero BCe, U I10-
JIOKWUJIM €My C CeMEeMCTBOM IIO IIIeCTH pybJiei B
IleHb KOPMOBEIX fieHer. CecTpy KHATHHU Jlapbu



MuxaniaoBHBI, BapBapy ApCeHbLEBY, >KEHIIUHY
XUTPYI0 U IPOHBIPJIMBYI, OCTaBUBIIYIO I10 cebe
OIYPHYIO IIaMATh, HOCTPUIJIU B COPCKOM MOHA-
CTBIpe U Jaju ey IIOJIIOJITHHBEI B JeHb. CaM
KHA3b AJleKCaH[p /JlaHWIbIY, pa3sbUThI BKOHEL],
IOopa’keHHBIM TOpeM, ejie BOJIOUMJI HOTHU. IIpo
Hero pacckasblBajiyd, UTO OH, HAKOHEIl, CMUPUJI-
cs1, UTO MosIuTcd bBory, HeceT yepHyr paboTy U C
Ka’KJIbIM THEM cjiabeeT. Eciii 6 3HaJI OH Jla Befasl
0 TOM, YTO TBOPUTCA B €0 OTCYTCTBHUE, O TOM, Ka-
KOU II030p TOTOBAT ajyHble NPUABOPHBIE Poc-
CUH, ecu 6 3HAJ OH, UTO CTapble BeJIbMOKU U3
BCeX CHJI CTaparoTcs 3afepskaTh MMIlepaTopa B
MoCKBe, He IIyCTUTH ero B IleTepOypr, 3aCTaBUTh
ero 103abbITh IeOBCKUI rOPO/I, OT OJHOTO 3TOTO
U3BeCcTHs yMep OBl AsexcaHzp JaHwuiabsld. Ho K
HeMy He TOXOLMWJIN HUKaKye U3BeCTHd...

MockBa cOBCeM IIPHUIILIACE 10 HPpaBy UMIIEPA-
TOPY, B C KaKABIM THeM IleTepOypr Kasajicd Bce
CKy4yHee U CKy4yHee. OcTepMaH OBbLI B IIOJTHOM
OTYassHUM, He 3HaJ UTO U IIpUAyMaTh, yeM yoe-
IUTH JIOJITOPYKHX 0TKAa3aThCA OT UX IUIaHA. IIo-
Ipy>KUJIc OH ¢ AjiekceeM ['puropbeBuueM, na
paccopuiicsa ¢ aBOpUTOM, a B paBOpPUTeE, IIOKY/A,
BCs CHIIA.



U BoT AHpeli lIBaHOBUY cebs 3a0bIBaeT, 3a-
ObIBaeT UYyBCTBO COOCTBEHHOIO JOCTOMHCTBA M
BCSIUECKH CTapaeTcs YroXKaaTb MBaHy AJiekce-
€BHU4Yy, TOJIBKO YTO0 TOT C HHUM IIPUMHUPHUIICH,
COJIM3UJICA XOTh HEMHOTIO0. FIHOCTpaHHBIe Pe3sH-
JeHTBl COOMPAIOTCA MeXXAy C0060I0 U C y»KacoM
TOJIKYIOT O TOM, YTO IIPOM30HJeT, ecau IleTep-
Oypr 6yzeT OKOHYaTeJILHO ocTaBjeH. Ho 6osiblite
BCeX CTOMT Ha BO3BpallleHHe K GeperaMm HeBbl
repuor ge — JIMpHua. 3TO JIOBKHUM, YMHBIM, Kpac-
HOPEeYUBHIM YeJIOBEK, Cpasy CYMeBIIHM IIOCTa-
BUTH ce6s1 Ha IIepBOe MECTO U 3aCIy>KUTH PacCIIo-
JIO’KeHHe BCero IIapCKOIo CeMeMCTBa: BeJIMKYIO
KHsDKHY HaTasblo OH IIEHHJI pacckKasaMu 06
HcraHuu U 0 IIpeKpacHoM JoH — Kapiioce; pac-
roJioykeHue IleTpa CHHCKaJ 0OeIlfaHHEeM BBIIIU-
caTh U3 lMcaHUM aHJATy3CKUX JIOIIafel U MY-
JIOB; IIPUABOPHBIX BECEJIUT Y cebs1 B joMe, 3aJjaeT
OJiecTdIlHe IIpa3/fHeCTBa, He jKajleeT AeHeT. Of-
Ha TOJIBKO IIpeKpacHas IlecapeBHa He II0 JyIlle
IIPUIILIACH TepIlory: TO U Jejio OpaHUT OH ee B
CBOMX IIMChbMAaX, IOCBUIaeMBIX Ha poguHy. C
OcTepMaHOM OH 60JIBIIION JPYT U B TO Ke BpeMs
Ipyr MBaHa /l0JITOPYKOro, KOTOPBIX YacCTO IIPU-
XOUT K HEMY, TOBOPUT C HUM IIO JyIlle, YKaIyeT-



cs1 Ha 6e300pasHyX0 KOMIIQHUIO, OKPY’KalOIlylo
HMIIepaTopa, ¥ 4yTh He CO CIe3aMH YBepseT, YTO
XO04YeT COBCeM YAAIUTHCS, YTOO TOJIBKO He BU-
IeThb, KaK I'yOosaT MOJIOLOro MOHapxa. Ho U JIOB-
KUU repror fe — JIMpUsa HAYEro He MOXKET IIpH-
oyMaThb. «He BBIEAYT U3 MOCKBEI, He BBIEAYT!»
KoHeuHO, Bce >ke HeJIb3sg OCTaBJIATH 3TOTO JieJIa,
HY>KHO IIpo60BaTh Bce cpefcTBa. OH YacTo HaBe-
maeT OcTepMaHa UM IIOJ0JTY TOJIKYIOT BIBOEM, U
BCe-TaKH HHUKaK He MOI'YT CTOJIKOBaTbC .

JleTo B I10JIHOM pasrape. IIodTH Bce IIPULBOP-
Hple Ilepeexanu Ha pgavu. Kapko. Ho reprior
Ie — Jlupusg He CMyIlllaeTcsd 3TUM, U B CaMBbIiA
IoJjifeHsb efeT K OcrepMaHy. CerogHsa 060 MHO-
TOM HYJ)KHO IIeperoBOpUTb. BOT Buepa 6BLI Yy
Hero ¢paBOPUT U 0O6BIBUIL, UTO U IlecapeBHa Eju-
3aBeTa U BeChb [JBOP PeIIUTeJbLHO BOCCTAIOT IIPO-
THB IZIaHa OTHOCHUTEJILHO Mopuita CaKkCOHCKOTO,
4YTO OHa HU 3a YTO He XO04YeT BBIXOJUTH 3aMyXK.
I'eprior me — JIupua yBHUAEJ U3 CJI0B 3THUX, UTO
daBOpUT 60JIbIIIe U GOJIbIIIE HAYUHAET I10/{YMBI-
BaTh 0 COOCTBEHHOM CBOeM 6pake ¢ EnnMsaBeTo.
HerpeMeHHO BeCh BUepallIHUM pPasroBOP HY>KHO
coobmuTh OcCTepMaHy W IIOTOM 000 BCeM IIO-
IPOOHO OTIHCATH K CBOEMY IBOPY.



bapoH HeMe[yIeHHO IIPUHSII Ie — JIUpud, HO
mepes BXOJOM B €ro KOMHATy replior 3aMeTHJI,
4TO B IPYIYIO BEPh BXOAMJI KHA3b AjleKcel /10JI-
TOPYKHUM ¢ 060MMU CBOMMH CHIHOBBSIMU: HHUKO-
JaeM U VBaHOM; 3aMeTUJI OH Tak)Ke, UTO l1BaH
AJtexceeBHUY IIPU B3IVISIle HA HETO ITOKpacHes U
CMYTHJICH.

«4T0 OBI 3TO 3HAYUIIO?»

Teprior me — Jlupus, Kak CBETCKHUU U JIr06es-
HBIN 4YeJIOBeK, II0CTapaJiCs COKPaTUTL CBOM BU-
3UT U yexaJs. A Ha CJefyrolee yIpo OTIIPaBUICA
K KHA310 MBaHy. /lojiro ¥ HaequHe IIOTOBOPUTH
UM He yraaocb. KHa3p IBaH IIEIIHYJI eMy TOJIb-
KO II0 IIOBOZY BUepallHeill BCTpeuH, uTo OcCTep-
MaH 3abpaJi ce6e B roJIOBY CMeJIble MBICIIH.

— U mpencraBbTe, Teplior, BAPYT OH oOpalla-
eTcsd KO MHe U TOBOPHT, a CaM YyTh He IlJIayerT:
s, — FTOBOPUT, — BIIPEJb C €r0 BeJIMYeCTBOM HH O
KaKOM [lesie TOJIKOBATh He CTaHy OoJibllle, pa3Be
YTO B TBOEM IIPpUCYTCTBUU. [IoTOM CTaj IIPpOCUTH
MeHd Y OCTOUTD ero Moeu ApyKObI!..

Jle — JIupust BHUMATEJIBHO CJIyIIaJl.

— Hy uTo0 Xe, KHA3B, UTO BEI €My OTBETUJIH?

— KoneuHo, g1 ckasajl, 4TO O4YeHb paf.

TyT BOLILIM IIOCTOPOHHME U PasrOBOP UX IIpe-



KpaTHJICH.

«Hapo ongarh exaTh K OcTepMaHy U y3HATh B
yeM JeJI0. ITO XOPOIIIO, YTO MKy HUM U $aBo-
PHUTOM JIaZibl HAUMHAKTCA. AX, eCId 6Bl yal0Ch
4TO-HUOY/b!»

T'eprior BepHyJICSA JOMOMH, a TaM Y>K ero 0XKH-
ZaJl IIOCIaHHUK BilaHKeHOypr, KOTOPBIM OCTaJICA
y Hero ob6enathb. Ilociie o6efa 3TOT ITOCIaHHUK
IIPSIMO HayaJl CIeyIOIIYIO peyb:

— 4 3Har, KaK BBI )KeJlaeTe A06pa 3TOH MO-
HapXWH Ieplor, U HUKOMY, KpOMe Bac, He MOTY
OTKPBITH CBOET0 CepAlla, IIOTOMY YTO BbI BalllUM
BJIMSHHEM MO’KeTe MHOTO /1o0pa clesaTh...

T'eprior MoJi4a CayIlas, a II0CJaHHUK IIPOM0JI-
JKaJl:

— Benp caMu 3HaeTe, 4TO I1apl0 HellpeMeHHO
HY>KHO BO3BPaTUTHCA B IleTepOypr, ¥ He TOJIBKO
II0OTOMY, UTO TaM OJIMDKe K JPYTHUM TOCyAapcTBaM
EBpOIIB], HO ¥ IIOTOMY, UTO TaM OY/ieT Ha ero IJia-
3ax (JIOT, KOTOPOTO KeT II0r1besib, ecjIiv ero Be-
JIMYECTBO OCTAHETCH 3/ieCh. A PyCCKHe TOJIBKO U
AyMalT O TOM, KakK OBl yfep)KaTb Iiapsd B PY-
KaxX, — BBl BeJlb TaK APY>KHBI C HUM, YTOBOPHUTeE
ero B He06X0AMMOCTH Iiepee3za B [leTepOypr. OH
4JeJI0BEK BCe >Ke 6s1aropasyMHBIM, XOPOIIHE pe-



30HBI IIOHATE MOJKeT. CKakKuTe eMy, YTO TaKHUM
06pasoM [eMCTBHUHU OH BeJb MHOIO€ 3aCJIyKUT
cebe Ilepe/l BeHCKHMM JBOpoM. Hy, IIOHHUMaerTe,
MaJIO JIX YTO II006eIaTb eMy MOXKHO...

I'eprtor ge — JIupud oTBeYall, YTO CAeJIaeT CO
CBOEM CTOPOHBI BCe, YTOOBI yO6eLUTH /[lOJIropy-
KHX, KaK TOJIbKO IIaph BO3BPaTUTCA C OXOTHI B
TOpOZ,.

HakoHell ImocIaHHUK yexas, a ge — Jlupus
YK U He 3aX0TeJI B 3TOT [eHb OTIIPaBUTLCA K
OctepMany. OH Teneph Bce HOHAI. KOHeUHO, BO
BpeMsa BHU3UTa /lOJTOPYKHUX K OcTepMaHy IIes
pasroBop O BO3BpallleHUH JBopa B IleTepOypr;
KOHe4YHO, OcTepMaH IIpe/ICTaBJIs/I BCe CBOH [I0-
BOJBI M KOHYMJI Te€M, UTO BCE CHJIBI CTaJ YIIO-
TpebsaTh 4YT00 COMU3UTHCI C ¢PaBopuTOM. IIo-
CJIaHHUK bylaHKeHOYypr, KOHEYHO, IIpHeskaa K
repriory 1o ropy4eHur Ocrepmana. /la, Hy>KHO
OyZleT BCIYeCKH I10CTapaThbCs. [ repIior mocIer-
HO IIPUHAJICA ITUCaTh JOHEeCeHHe CBOEMY ABOPY
000 BCeM CJIYUYUBIIEMCS.

W Takue CIleHBI IIOBTOPSUIMCH OYE€HBL YacTo.
B 9TuX 3aHATHAX, pasbesfax Apyr K APYry, CKPHI-
BaHUU APYT OT APYTa, LIeNITaHbU U IIeperoBopax
IIPOXOAHJIO BCce BpeMsa. Ho MeXxay TeM [1eJI0 HU-



CKOJILKO He II0JBHUIaJIOCh, BCé 0KAaHYHUBAJJIOCH Of-
HHMH pasrOBOPaMH.

MoJ1o10 UMIIEpaTop U CJBIIIATEL He XOTeJ O
BO3BpalleHuu B I[leTepOypr. A KH43b [BaH, C 0-
HOM CTOPOHEI, IIO[ HaBJI€HHEM CBOEro CeMel-
CTBa, C IPYroil CTOPOHEI, I10 TBEP/I0 BEIPA’KEHHO-
My TpebOBaHHUIO UMIIepaTopa, He CMeJl HU 0 YeM
3aMKHYTLCA. 1 CHOBa IIPOJOJ/DKATIHCHL OXOTEHI, U
CHOBa IIPUJBOPHBINA MHUP MeTascsd 6eCCMBIC/IEH-
HO. MesKly TeM OTOBCIOJIY IIPUXOTHIN TPEBOXK-
Hble u3BecTHs. [IpH ABOpE TOJIKOBAJIH, UTO IIpHe-
XaJI U3 YKpauHbl Kyphep C BECTBI0 0 TOM, OyATO
TaTapel, B 4YWCIe IATHAECATH TBICAY, TOTOBBI
HOAHATHCI ¥ HaBOJHHUTEL IIpefesbl Poccuu; UTO
¢denpamapinan /oJArOpyKUU, KOTOPBIM JOJKEH
611 U3 Ilepcru BO3BpaTUTHCI B MOCKBY, IIpHe-
Xas1 B LlapHIIbIH ¥ Ha IIyTH HMeJI BCTpeuy C TaTa-
paMH, KoTopasi HEH3BeCTHO YeM KOHYMJIACh.
KpoMme Toro, B AcTpaxaHH II0SBHUJIach MOpOBas
d3Ba, a B KasaHCKOM IIapCTBe CTOJIBKO Pasboii-
HUKOB, YTO HeJIb3d IIyTellleCTBOBATL 6€3 MHOIO-
UYHMCJIEHHOM CTPa’kH, M OIIacal0TCs, YTO B HEIIPO-
NO/DKUTEeJIbHOM BpeMeHH OHH M B MOCKBe IIO-
SIBSATCHL.



Xl

EpHYBIINCHL B MOCKBY C OXOTEI IIOCJIe CTPaH-

HOT0 ¥ HeOXHUIaHHOTI'0 pasroBopa ¢ MBaHOM
JoaropykuM, ItecapeBHa EjnsaBeTa OKOHYa-
TeJIbHO 3alepJach y cebsd W OTKashIBajaach CO-
IpOBOXKIATh MMIlepaTopa. OH IIpHINeJ K Hel,
CliesIasl el CIleHy, HO BCe yKe HUYero He T0OUJICS.
OHa roBOpHJIa €My, UTO el Tellepb He [0 3abas,
HaKOHell, 3aluiakaja. OH yIlles pasfocasoBaH-
HBIN ¥ CMYIIeHHBIMN.

«Hy 4uTO X, HY 4YTO K, eCJI1 He X0UeT, TaK U He
Ha/lo!» — pasgpa’kuTeIbHO IIOBTOPSJI OH cebe. 1
C TeX IIOP CTaJI OIAThH CepAUTHCS Ha KpacaBHUILY
TeTKY, He IIpUIJIallIaj ee Ha OXOTHL.

K xoHI11y jieTa 0OHa B3yMaJia OTIIPaBUTHCA Ha
6oroMoJibe B CeprueBCKYyI0 JaBpy. OHa I1oexajia
C HeOOJIBIIIOM CBHUTOM, OUeHb YacCTO BBIXOIMJIA
U3 KHIIa’Ka U IIjIa IIeIIKOM MHOIO BepcT. Tpu
IHA MOJIMJIaCh OHa y Molreii cB. Ceprud, a BOs-
BpaTHBIM IIyTh BeCh Chesajia MeIllKoM, YTOMU-
Jlach U Tellepsh Jieykasia 00JIbHasi, HUKOT0 He IIPU-
HuMasia. Ee IpuOIIMDKeHHBIE 3aMeydasld, 4To CO
BpeMeHU U3BeCTUS O CMepPTH CeCTpPHI IlecapeBHA
CTajla COBCEM Apyrasd: IIpoIraja ee >KUBOCTh U ee



6e33a00THOCTD, Jake IIOXy/esla OHa U I0o6IefHe-
Jla. 11 He 0/IHO rope, U He OfjHa yTpaTa JHOUMOoM
CecTphbl U3MeHMJIa IlecapeBHY, BOOOIIe Bce Jiesa
ee CTaId UATU OUeHb IJIOXO.

OHa JIe)KUT, OKpY>KeHHas CTYIallMMUCS CY-
MepKaMH¥, U IledaJIbHO AyMaeT... HeT, eli HUKa-
KHUM BeceJIbeM XapaKTepa He [IOM0OYb, BUJTHO, Ce-
6e: ¢ KaKIbIM THEM Bce 60JIbIlle U O0JIbIIe Bpa-
IOB y IlecapeBHEIL. U 0TKyza oHU Gepyrcea! M uTo
BCe 3T0 3HauuT? Hy, ecsiu 6 elrie HpaB OBLI y Hee
KpyTOH, ecsii 6 3aMBIIILIsIa OHA UTO HeZo6poe, a
TO BeJJb HET — CO BCEMU JIaCKOBa U IIPUBETJINBA,
HUKOMY HHU B UeM MelllaTb He X0YeT, TOJILKO
4TOOBI el )KUTh He MelllaJu. bosTcd ee BIUSHUS
Ha UMIlepaTopa, Ja 4YTo K Yy Hee TaKoe 3a BJIUSI-
Hue? UTo OHA pajy Hero fesaeT? Bo BceM Iiepe-
YUT IUIEMAHHUKY, HUKaKHUX ero He>XKHOCTell He
IOITyCKaeT: pasa TPU HAOTpe3 OTKasajachb OBITh
ero >KeHOl0, a BCe >Ke HeJOBOJIbHBL 1 Haraia
CEepPAUTCSI, U OH CepAuTCI, U BCe BPakKAyIoT.
ITpesxme BoT OcTepMaHa APYroM CUHTAasIa, a Te-
Iepb BUJUT, YTO U OH IIPUCTaJI K BparaMm ee. OHa
XOPOIIIO 3aMeyasla, YTO XUTPBINA AHZpel MBaHO-
BUY BCSYECKU IIOTBOPCTBOBaJ IUIaHaM IBaHa
JlOJITOpyKoro, Korga TOT 3abpasl ceb6e B TOJIOBY



JKeHUTHCA Ha Hel: 060MX UX XO0TeJIOCh IIOTyOUTH
OctepMaHy. BOoT KakK 3aIulaTUJI XUTPBIA HeMel
l0UepH 3a OTI[OBCKHe MUJIOCTU! BeguecKy XOTAT
BBDKUTH ee U3 Poccuu. IIpocUT OHA, MOJIUT, UT00
HHU 0 KaKHX )KeHHUXaxX el He TOBOPWIH, a OHH
KaXXIbI eHb HOBOI'O >KeHHXa IIPUIYMBIBAIOT,
TO OJHOTO IIpejIoXKaT, TO Apyroro. CTaja oHa y
cebs 3ammpaThcsa. HU BO UTO He BMeIINBAaThC,
KMBET TUXO0, CKPOMHO, a BCe Ke 10 Hee [I0JIeTa-
I0T pasHble HelIlpUATHEIE CIyXU. [Ipu gBOpe TOJI-
KYIOT 0 KaKOM-TO ee JyPHOM II0BeJ[eHUH, HO HU-
4ero AYPHOro He 3HaeT 3a COOOI0 IjecapeBHA.
[Ipeskme BOT BeCeJUTHCS JIHOOMIIA, HapshKasach,
IIUpOBaJja, a Teleph Becejbe Ha yM HelIeT, HU
Ha Koro 6sI He cMoTpesia. OJUH YeIoBeK TOJIbKO
MuI en — AsnekcaHzap bopucoBuu byrypiauH. C
HUM OHa OTBOIUT AyIry. OH XOpOIIIO ee IIOHUMa-
eT, yMeeT OTrafblBaTh KaKIyI0 MBICIL ee, Kak-
Ioe 4yyBCTBO. Tak BOT B KOM JAYPHO ee IIOBeJe-
HUe, B ee ApyXbe ¢ 3TUM 4desioBeKOM. Ho 4To X
3TO0, HaKOHeIl, TaK0oe? ITaK HY>KHO OT BCEr0 OTKa-
3aThCd, BCe HaIllepeKop Ayllle cBoel fesaTh! [la
Be/lb U TOTJA JIydllle He OyeT — HaWUIyT YeM II0-
IIPeKHYTh — BCerja HauayT. I XoueTcs Iiecapes-
He, UTOOBI Bce ee II03a0BLLIH, UTOOBLI OBITH €M



IIPOCTOM [EBYIIKOM M CaMOM pacCIopsKaTbCA
CBOeM >KU3HBbI0. HUuero Tak He JIIOOUT OHa, KakK
IIPOCTOTY U CBO6OAY, HY JIFOOUT ellle, MOXeT
OBITH, HAPSAHL, Ja Beb 3TO He I'PeX BeJIUKUU B
ee roJbl.

[TevasbHBIE MBICIIH IJecapeBHEI IIepebuIa Bo-
mrenmasg ¢perisiiHa. OHa AOJI0KUIIA ed, uyTo Ha-
PBIIIKUH, ee TopMapIiasl, )KejaeT ee BUJEeThb, UTO
OYeHb eEMY HY>KHO.

— Eme uTo? Ax, boke Mo, Ta Beb 51 60JIbHA.
Kak >xe Mory g npuHATH ero! Hy na, BIpouew,
HUYero, IIyCTb BOMJET, TOJLKO Jail MHe 060JIb-
1II0€ OZesLIO.

IlecapeBHa 3aKyTajach B IIOJJAHHOE OJ[es1JI0 U
Kpasia HaphIliKrHa.

— Yrto TaM Takoe? Kakue HamacTu? — BCTpe-
THJIa OHa ero.

— HlcTUHHO, UTO HaIlaCTH, Ballle BEICOYECTBO;
Hac y>K 4 BepxoBHBI#1 COBeT TeCHUTh HaYMHAaeT.
O6paTuanch KO MHe IIMCbMEHHO, Y3HaJIU, BUIIIE,
YTO Ballle BLICOUECTBO, MMesi CBOU TOXOZBI U IIO-
MeCTbs, BCe )Ke I10JIy4yaeTe CTOJIOBbIE IeHbIU U3
IJAPCKOT0 [I0Ma, YTO BAlllM CYETHl OUYEHb BeJIU-

— Hy, Tak uT0 >X? I HMYero He IOHUMaAIO.



— /la BOT, Ballle BEICOYECTBO, VK He 3HAI0 4,
Kak U ObIThb. TOUHO, YTO y HAC X035IHCTBO IIJIOXO
BeJleTCs, BCAKUM TalUT cebe, UYTO XO4eT, BUHA
OJTHOI'0 CKOJILKO BBIXOJIUT, y>Kac! BOT OHU 00'bSB-
JISIFOT, 4TO 6e3 Moero Tpe6oBaHUS HUYEro OTILYC-
KaTh He CTaHYT. A 4 IIPOIIY y>K Bac, yBOJIbTE Me-
HJ, 1 He CTaHy HU BO UTO MeIllaThCA.

— /la 4TO K MHe caMOM BXOJIUTHL BO BCe 3TO,
4yTro Jau? HeyXTO MOHMM TIOCTIM H JIFOIIM He
IIUTH, He eCTh, a MHe KaKIbIA KyCOUeK YCUUTHI-
BaTh? He IpUBEIKIIA 4 K 3TOMY. TaK TOJIBKO-TO U
Bcero? W 3aTeM-TO BBI IIPUIILIY KO MHe?

HappIIIIKUH 110KaJI IJIeYaMH.

— JTO He TaxK IIyCTO, KaK BaM Ka’kKeTCs, [IPUH-
Irecca.

— Hert, aTo oueHb mycrto. [lokanyiicra, MeHs
He TpeBOXKbTe, 1 He3mopoBa. IIpumeT rocyzape,
CKa)ky eMy, U Hac He 6yayT 6eCIIOKOUTH U3 Bep-
xoBHOr0 CoBeTa.

HappllIKWH ¢ HEeZOBOJILHBIM JIMIIOM BBIIIIEJ,
a Eym3aBeTa CHOBA IIOIPY3MJIach B CBOM MBICIIH.

U3 0KOH HeCJIHUCH 3aBBIBaHUS BeTpa; MEJIKUU
OOKIb 3apsawy; Hebo — oOgHA Tyda cepasd,
HeIIpoIysiiHasa. Bce 9To elfe GoJibllle pasaparka-
eT recapeBHy! Tocka ee faBUT, CKYYHO, AYIIIHO.



— IIpr3oBUTe KO MHe [eBYIIIEK, — TOBOPUT
OHa QpelyiMHe, — Ia CaMU BCe IIPUAUTeE, IIECHH,
4TO JIA, MHE CIIOMTe, TOCKa TaKasd...

B ee cmasibHIO COOMpAIOTCA [IEBYIIIKU — CIIY-
JKaHKU U QpEerINHEIL.

— CrioiiTe MHe 4YTO-HUOYAB, CIIONUTe, [ja Bece-
Jioe! — TIOTATMBasACh, ToBOpUT EsmsaBera. OHU
3aleBalOT IIeCHIO, HO BBIXOJUT HeBeCeJo — CTa-
pas 3sHakoMmad IIeCHs, HalleB TaKOi TOCKJINBBIN.
OTKyna B3ITh HUHOTO — HeTy!

— IlepecTaHbTe, 3aMOI4UTE! — CO ClIe3aMU B
roJIoCe OCTaHaBJIMBAeT UX IlecapeBHa, — JIy4llle
paccka’xuTe 4To-HUOYb, KaK1e HOBOCTHU?

HoBocTell HeT 0C06eHHBIX, BCe Te Ke. TOJIKY-
0T [eBYIIKH, YTO KHA3b Jlogropykuii, lMBaH
AekceeBUY, Bce 60JIbIIIe U 60JIbIIIe OECUUHCTBY-
eT. By, Terepb B oM K IllepeMeTeBLIM II0Ba-
IUAJICS, BUIHO, C IIyTU COUTH X0UeTCsd eMy MOJIO-
Iy TpadHHIO.

— CJIpIIIasia y>k s 3T0, — TOCKJIMBO OT3bIBAET-
ca EnnsaBeTa, — MHOTO IIpO Hero 60JITar0T, a
pasobpaTh XOpPOIIEeHBKO, TaK HeMajo U Bpak
oKaxkeTcs. IIpo MeHs ellle myIlje TOro GOJITAIOT.
Ax! TomrHo MHe, TOIIHO! — MeudeTCsd Ha CBOeH
IIOCTesIN Kpacasulla. — OcTaBbTe MeHs, YHUTUTE,



II030BUTE KO MHEe APHHYVIIIKY.

JeBYIIIKH BBIXOJAT, U Ha MECTO HX II0SIBJIIET-
ca crapas crapyxa. CoBceM y»X B 3eMJII0 OHa
CMOTPUT; OT JIeT CIIMHA AyIrO¥l COrHyJach; JIHIIO,
4TO s16JI0KO IIeYeHOoe, BO PTYy HU OJHOI0 3y0a; us-
IIoJ, KUYKH PeaKue celble BOJIOCHI BBITJIABIBA-
I0T. IIoCTyKHBas MaJ0YKOM, IIOAXOLUT OHA K II0-
CTeJIU I1ecapeBHBI U HU3KO0 KJIaHSIeTCs.

—l'ocygapelHg MOsI, MaTyIlKa, IIpecBeTJias
MOJ IIapeBHa, YTO IIPUKa’Kelllb? 3a4eM 3BaTh U3-
BoJIMsIa?

— Ilpucgaab-Ka ThHI CIO/a, APHHYIIKA, — JIaC-
KOBO roBopuT ey EimsaBera. — CKy4YHO MHe
HBIHYe, TOCKa OepeT MeHd. /lymasia, [leBKU IIec-
HSJMU pasBecesIdaT, a OHH ellfe IIylile CKYKy HarHa-
Ju. Tak XOTh ThI, HAHBKA CTapas, IpuIyMay MHe
3abaBy KaKylo, UeM X0Yelllb Pa3BjIeKH MeHs.

— AX TBI, MOs CcepjieuyHad, — IIaMKaeT CTapy-
Xa, 6ecrrpecTaHHO KaK OBl )Kyd YTO-TO 6€33y0hIM
PTOM, — CBETHK Thbl MOH SICHBIM, UeM 51 Tebs 3a-
6aB0? Bplyla ThI MaxoHBKas, TaK CKa3KH Tebe
CKa3bIBaJIA...

— Hy BOT Tellepp U pacCcKaku, HIHLKA, CKas-
KY, XOTb IeTCTBO BCIIOMHI0 CYaCT/IUBOE!

W crapasg ApuHyIIKa 3ay4eHHBIM, MOHOTOH-



HBIM TOJIOCOM HauyMHAaeT CBOI0 CKasKy. W Hauu-
HaeT OHA ee BCe C TOTO ’Ke, UTO, [leCcKaTh, 3a TPU-
IeBAThH 3eMeJib, B TPUAECATOM IlapCTBe KU —
OBLI I1aph C [JapUllel, a Yy HUX TPU ChIHA...

C mercTBa 3HAKOMa IlapeBHe 3Ta CKa3Ka, HU-
4ero, Ka’Kuch, HeT B HEU 3aHIATHOTO, a TOJIBKO C
KaXK[IbIM ee CJIOBOM TeIleph el JeTCTBO BCIIOMU-
HaeTcs — COBCEM [pyroe BpeMs, >KU3Hb JIpyrasd,
B OTpajHO BCe 3TO BCIOMHUTL EjmnsaBeTe, u
’KaTHO CJyIllaeT OHa CTapyro HIHBKY. BOT moBep-
HyJIaCh Ha CBOeH IIOCTeJIH, IOOJIIKe K paccKas-
4uIle, II0/IIepJja PYKOM IroJI0BY U IJIa3 He CIIyCKa-
eT CO CTaporo JIMIa, U y caMOM IJjas3a 3aroparoT-
csd, a Ha rybax MeJIbKaeT COBCEM JleTcKas, SCHas,
6e33aboTHas yiablbKa. Ho ckaska KOHUeHa, 06ast-
HHEe MWIBIX BCIIOMUHAaHUMN HUCUYE3JI0: OUATh TOC-
Ka U CKyKa. A TyT HAHBLKA ellle IIOATaAwIa: Ha-
IIOMHMWJIAa MUJIVK0 CecTpy — IIOKOMHUILY, paspe-
BeJIaCh CTapyxa, a C Hel0 BMecCTe IIaveT, PhliaeT
U He MOXKeT yJep>XaThbCd U IjapeBHa. BoT U cTa-
pyxa yIuia, ¥ oIiTh HUKOTO HETY...

dpeliiiHa TOKJIAALIBAET, UTO AyleKcaHap bo-
PHCOBUY IIPUIIIE] CIIPABUTHCA O 3[0POBbE IIPUH-
1TeCCHL.

— OH 3z1ecs? — oXuBMJIach Enirsasera.



— 31ech, pALOM.

— ITosoBH ero!

«Hy uTo X, — nymaet EinsaBeTa, — Beb Bce
paBHO bor 3HaeT 4YTO y>X TOBOPAT, IIYCTH CKaXKYT:
B IIOCTeJIM IIPpUHUMAaI0 ¥ HapelliKiHa, U ero, U
BCeX, IIyCTh TOBOPSAT, MHE-TO KaKoe [IeJIo...»

ByTypJiivH BoIlie.

— Croa, mobumke! — IIlellHysIa IlecapeBHa,
IPOTATUBAsA eMy CBOK IIpeKpacHYI pyKy. — BoT
KaK g HeIIPUCTOUHO Beny cebs, AseKkcaHap bopu-
CBhIY, MOJIOJBIX JIIOJIeH HbIHUE B IIOCTEJIN IIPUHU-
Maro SIBHO, Y BceX Ha Ija3ax!

— Jla 3aueM Xe, g yiny... B camoM [feste, He
CJIe[; ITUIITY 3JIBIM SI3BIKaM /1aBaTh.

— YTO THI 3TO0, UTO THL, ¥ THI TyzAa >Ke! /la MHe-
TO, TOBOPIO, KaKoe [IeJIo, Beb He CTaHy A Apyras
0T 3Toro. KakoBsa ecTh, TAKOW M OCTaHyCb. Co-
BCeM s pa3buTa C JOpPOTrH, CHUJ HeT OAEThCH, a
TOCKa Takas, 4YTO paja IPUXoAy TBOeMy, Kak
COJIHITy HebecHOMY. CoBCeM MeHd 3abmKaTh CTa-
JIY, IPYT MOM CepAeYHBbIi!..

OHa cMOprHyJia cjIessl.

— BoT y3HaJa, 4TO TeJI0 CeCTPUIIBLI IIPUBE3YT
CKOPO, BCA Ayllla paspriBaeTcs. BCIIOMHY, Toyo-
YUK, ellle HeJlaBHO KaKue BeceJble IIMChMa II0JIY-



yasa! He ’xgajia s, He rajaja, YTo CIAYYUTCA Ta-
Koe...

ByTyp/JuH choeimmsa ee BCIYEeCKH YCIOKOUTE,
KaK-HUOYy[b OTOTHAThH OT IIeYasJbHOIO IIpegMeTa
ee MBICJIV, HO 3TO ObLJIO eMy He II0 CHJIaM.

— Bengs BOT y Apyrux, — roBOpwJa OHa, —
OJIM3KHUI 4YeJIOBEK OAWH YMHUpaeT, TaK [IpPyrue
OJIM3KYe JIIOOU, IPYTHUe Ipy3bsl 0CTAal0TCs, a BeJb
Yy MeHd HeT [py3eli, KTO MHe Tellephb I10CJIe CEeCT-
puubl ocrasics! Tel, uTO JIU, AjleKcaHzap bopucery,
TaK Bellb U Tebs, 0’KaJIyH, yepe3 MeHs COKUBYT
CO CBeTa, YIUIIT Ky/1a-HUOY/Ib...

— Hy, aTo elie 1ocMOTpHUM, ellle He 0YeHBb-TO
IaarMCs, — CTapasiCh BeCeso YJIbIOATHCS, IIPOTo-
BOpuJI bByTypiivH. — VX 4-TO, IlecapeBHA, He CTU-
HY C IJIa3 TBOUX, Ka’KUCh, C TOI0 CBETa, CBUCTHU
THI TOJILKO, U, KaK JIUCT IIepes TPaBO, IBJIIOCH S
nepepn To60:0!

— Xopor1io, xopoio! — yibibanack Esmsase-
Ta. — Sl TaKk ¥ 3HATH OyAy, IOMHU!

TaxumM 06pasoM J0JIro OHU 6ece0BaId, U Ma-
JI0O — IIOMaJly CTHUXajla TOCKa I[apeBHBI, U Ma-
JIO — TIOMaJIy IIpPeXKHSsI pajloCTHasA yJbIOKa pas-
JIMBasach II0 JIUITY ee, U He qyMajia OHa O TOM,
4TOo He I10/06aeT [japeBHe KUTh TaK IIPOCTO, UTO



IJa3a OCTphle, I3bIKU JAJIUHHBIE CO BCeX CTOPOH
CJIefAT 3a Hel U [ajIeKO PasHOoCAT MOJIBY HeZl06-
pyro. JIumb 651 371a B ceplie He ObLIO, JIUIIH Obl
JIIOZISIM HecuacThsl He jKeJslajla, a IpPyroe 4To IIpo-
CTUT bOT MHUJIOCTUBBIN.

XIl

Horona pasryJigiach, JO>K/IH IIPOIILIH, H BEICY-
IIIHMJIO COJIHIIE CHIPYIO 3eMJII0. Becesio MMIIe-
paTop Bhlexas Ha 0X0Ty. TOJIBKO Ha 3TOT pas B
ero CBUTe He OBIIIO KHSDKHBEI /lo/IropyKoH, KaTro-
my. IIpocTyguiack OHAa, BUAHO: HOYBIO JKap y
Hee OBUI, HY U OCTaBHJIH ee J[0Ma. A yexajlu
Bce — KaTrollle BAPYr JIydllle cTajo. MoxkeT, U
60J1e3HB-TO BCs OBLIA TOJIBKO XUTPOCTD eBUYBS.
V>K o4eHb He JIIOOUT OHA 3TUX BBIE3OB, a OCO-
0eHHO KOIZla B CBHTe IJapCKOM HeT MOJIOZOIO
rpada MujtesumMo. A 4TO Ha 3TOT pas ero Hery,
IIpO TO HaBePHO 3HaeT KHsDKHA.

Yac yrke 1rectoil B ucxoje. CoJIHIIE K 3aIiafgy
ckIoHsAeTcsqd. CKy4dHO OJHOM B KOMHaTax Exare-
pHuHe AJleKCeeBHe; HAaKHHYJIa OHa aTJIacHYI0 Ha
JIETOHBLKOM BaTe CTeraHylo KyIlaBeMKy M COIILIa
B cafl. TUx0 OpeZieT I10 AOPOXKKe: Ha IIecKe, He CO-
BCeM eIlle BBICOXIIIEM OT 0K BuepalllHero,



OCTar0TCd CjIefbl ee MaJleHbKUX HOKeK. Cas II0-
penes: UHbIE IepeBbsi COBCEM OCBIIIAINCh, IAPY-
THe CTOST KeJIThle, TPeThH SIPKO — KpacHbIe, KaK
OTrOHb TOPSIT Ha COJIHIIe. JIUCThEeB OIIaBIIUX BU-
OUMO — HEBUJUMO: MOKPBITHI UMHU JTOPOIKKHU.
CrryckaeTcsl KHSDKHA C IIPUTOPKa, IIOAXOAUT K Ca-
IIOBOM OTpajie, a y Orpajbl CaloBOH y>K KTO-TO ee
nomxuiaet. «OH, 3TO OH!» — PaZiloCTHO TOBOPUT
cebe KHSDKHA, U C PyMsHIIEM, SIpPKO Ha IIeKax
BCIIBIXHYBIIIEM, OCMaTPUBAETCSI OHAa BO BCE CTO-
POHBL... HUKOTO HET, IOM JTaJIeKO, XOTh U II0pe/ie-
JIX JiepeBbsl, a BCe K€ He BUJATh €ro 3a HUMU.
Bce yexasu: 6aTioIIKa ¥ MaTYIIIKa, cecTpa U 6pa-
Thsl, HEKOMY II0[ICMOTpPeTh, U KHSKHA MallleT Py-
KO0 MOJIOJIOMY YeJIOBEKY, CTOSAIIeMY 3a OIPajioiu.
«Ilepesesaii, MOJI, HUKTO He YBUIUT!» OH TOJIBKO
U JKJlaJI 9TOTO ¥ BO MTHOBEHHE OKa BCKOYMJ Ha
pelIeTKy ¥ OBLI Ilepe KHSOKHOIO.

Yto >k aTo KHsDKHa KaTroma? J[aBHO JIK OHa
ObLIa MaJIEHbKOM MTeBOYKOHM M 0 MEeTCKHX 3a0a-
Bax TOJIbKO AyMajia, ¥ BOT Tellepb HIIb KaKoe
[leJI0 JleslaeT: POJHBIX BCeX 0OMaHyJ1a, 60JIbHOI0
CKasajiaCchb, KpaCUBOMY IOHOIIIE CBHUaHHE Ha3Ha-
qmIa...

BoT oHa mpoTsgHy/1a eMy 06e pyKH, BOT OH ee



He)XHO OOHSJI, a OHA He IIPOTUBUTCH, CaMa ero
moIfesioBaJjia. YK OUeHb XOPOIIl OH, MHJI eM: KaK
IUI IPYTUX — He 3HaeT, a IJI1 Hee Ha BCEM CBeTe
HeT MUIee YeJoBeKa. I BUAHO, UTO 60JILHO MO-
Jlojta KHsDKHa KaTrolrra, Oyab Imocrapiie oHa, Tak,
II0’KaJIyH¥, OH el Obl He IIOHPABUJICH: KaK C Kap-
TUHKU COpBaJICd MOJIOMION rpad Musiesumo. Po-
CTy HeOOJIBIIIOT0, XY[AEeHBbKUM [a TOHEHBLKUU,
YepTHI JIUIlAa MeJIKHe, YChI B CTPYHKY BEIBEJeHE],
BOJIOCHI TeMHBbIe, MeJKUMU KOJIbIIJaMU 3aBUBa-
I0TCs, CaM OH IIOYTHU MaJbUUK. He BUIHO B IJia-
3aX ero MBICJIM CTPOIOH, Cephbe3HOM, yMa SCHOTO,
HO 3aTO HE)XHO TaK U YMHJIBHO, C JEeTCKUM CUa-
cTheM yublbaeTcs oH Katromre. ULyT OHHU psAoM
B JaJILHIOK aJIJIE0 U CagATCd Ha CKaMeeuKy, Io-
BOpAT 6e3 yMOJIKY, a YTO IOBOPAT, U CaMU He
3HAKOT: CMeX O0eCIPUUYMHHBIN, HEBEIOMO OTKYyZa
IPUXOIAIas PafgoCTh.

— Kakad >Ke ThI cMeJ1asi, Kakas Ke Thl YMHas,
KHSDKHA MOSI MUJIasl, — FOBOPUT MUJLIE3UMO, —
OyMaJl g: HU 3a 4TO TOTO He OyJeT, He IIpUJellb
TEHL

— Maso Thl MeHs 3Haelllb, MOW MUJIEHb-
KU, — CMeeTCs U IJIAJUT ero II0 CepAlly CBOMMU
rJ1asaMu KHspKHa KaTepuHa, — yoK eC/id cKasaja



1 4YTO-HUOY/b, TO U CHeJal, TAKOM MOM Xapak-
Tep!

Ho Bapyr oHa 4YTO-TO BCIIOMHWJIA, BHIHO,
TPYCTHOE, ¥ 3aTYMaHUJINCE SICHBIE IJIa3a ee.

— BOT MBI cMeeMCs TYT U pajgyeMcs, U JIr060
HaM U BeceJIo, a BeJb IIOXHeE Jlejla Halllkl, MOH
MUJIBII; COBCEM KUTBHSI MHe HET JI0Ma, U IO/ CIIY-
1aJja g TpeTbero JHs, YTO TOYHO, BO UTO OBI TO
HU CTaJIo, 3a[yMaJIi BbILATh MeHd 3a ToCyaps.

Musiesumo 1ob6JieffHesl U HUCIIyTaHHO B3IJIA-
HYyJI Ha Hee.

— /la 4To X 3TO TaKoe, TaK, 3Ha4YUT, Tebs Ha-
CHJILHO BBIJaBaThb OyAyT? Benb y Bac B Poccuu
9TO CIUIOIIL ObIBaeT. Kak >ke s-T0 OCTaHyCh?!

— ABoch, bor MHJIOCTHB, M IIOTOM... IIOTOM
eCThb OJHO CpefCTBO: KOJU Thl OYeHb JIHOOHUIIb
MeH{, KaK TOBOPUJI MHe, TaK BCe CJIaJuTCA.

— Kak ke, Kak ke, Hay4" MeHs!

— BoT, — ycMexHysach KHSDKHA, — BCEMY 4
TeOs NO/DKHA YUYUTH, CAaM HUUYEro Thl He IIPULY-
Maelrb. Hy cKa)ku, CKa’kH, KaK TaM y Bac JieJiaeT-
cd, B 3eMJIe Balllel, eCc/IM JeBYIIKY POJHBIe He
XOTAT BBIATH 3@ TOT0, KOTO OHA JII06UT? HeyXTo
K TeM BCe U KOHYAaeTCs, YTO PacXomATCS OHU B
pasHble CTOPOHEL.. HY, @ KOJIU TaK y Bac, TakK y



Hac JIpyroe: y Hac, eC/Id 4eJIOBEK TOYHO KPEIIKO
JIFOOUT, eCIU OH XpabphId U CMeJIbIH, TaK OH 6e3
POIUTEBCKOTO COTJIACHSI YBO3UT CBOI HEBECTY,
a OHa HUAeT 3a HUM. IIoToM, KaK 0O6BeHYAIOTCH,
TOTZA V2K JleJlaTh Heyero, IIOHeBOJIe IIPOCTAT POJ-
HbIe, a KOJIb He IIPOCTAT, TaK OHA U POJAHBIX 3a0Y-
IleT, C MHJIBIM JIPYTOM YOe>XUT XOTh Ha Kpail CBe-
Tal

— BoT TBI Kakas, BOT Thl YTO IpHUAyMasal —
pazoBajics MULIesuMo, Iiejiysd ee pyKy. — Benb
U 1 06 3TOM AayMaJl, fa 60sIcs cKa3aTh Tebe, He
3HaJI, KaK ThI B3IJITHEIIb. /la HeT, BUTHO, ThI TOU-
HO cMeJiasl, BUIHO, OUeHb MeHS JIIOUIIh, He 00-
MaHy.Jia.

— lociogu, K yeMy >ke MHe TebGsd OOMaHBI-
BaTh, He JI00MIIa OB Tebs1, TaK MOJKET Telleph JKe
V2K cTasIa 6Bl I[apCKOM HEBECTOMH. ..

— Tak, 3Ha4yUT COIJIaCHA, 3HAYUT, U YoOe-
SKHIIIbL CO MHOI0?

— /la, ma, cKasaJjia pas, Tak HasaJ, He IIOUY.

— ToJsIbKO Kak >Ke MBI 3TO chesaeM?! — 3azy-
Mmayica Mwuiesumo. — OX, TPyAHO, VK U He
3Haw, Kak 3To OymeT. Bexb sTakas obuma, 4To
CpOLHU MHe BpaTuciaB: TaKyl0 OHH HCTOPHIO
IIOJHUMYT... la ¥ TBOHU TOXKe, IIOXKaJIyU, U yoe-



JKaTb-TO He JaAyT HaM, MUIOM U JJOTOHSAT.

— KoHeuHO, TpPyAHO, UTO U TOBOPHUTH, — 3a-
MeTHJIa KHsDKHA, — J1a 3Haelllb JIU ThI, eCTh Y Hac
O/lHa ITOCJIOBUIlA TaKasl: «BOJIKA O0SITHCS, TaK B
Jlec He XOAUTHL». Hy BOT THI U IIOMHH, U IIOMHHU,
3apy6u y ce6s1 Ha HOCy!

U oHa CBOMM TOHEHBLKHUM, PO30BBIM IIaJIbUH-
KOM yzAapuia 110 Hocy rpad¢a Muzesumo. OH 3a-
BJIaZeJI 3TUM ITaJIbYUUKOM M CTAJI I1eJI0BATh €ero.

— /Jla Beib U He ceyyac 3TO0! — CHOBA 3aroBO-
puna Katromra. — Eimje 4To-TO OyzieT, MOXKeT, U
TaK obouzeTcsa. ABOCh, )KEHUTCA Ijapb Ha KOM-
HUOYABL, Beb He HPABIKCH 1 €My, BOT Cua-
CThe-TO!

MuuiesuMo C4Yesl CBOMM [0JITOM 3asiBUTH O
TOM, UTO y IrocyZapsl BecbMa ILUIOXOM BKyc. Ho
KHSDKHaA He obpaTuyla HUKAaKOr0 BHMMaHUI Ha
3TO 3aMeudaHue. OHa CTajla pacclIpalIuBaTh MO-
JIOJIOTO YeJIOBeKa O TOM, KaK UM JKUTh IIPUJETCH.
OH roBOpUJI e} IIPO CBOIO POLHHY, U He 3aMeua-
JIA OHH, KaK IIJI0 BpeMs. [Topa BepHYTbCA LOMOM
KHspKHe KaTepuHe, He TO ee MCKaTb CTaHYT; a
IIpUesyT TOMOM OTeIl C MaTepblo, TaK JTOHECyT
UM, 4YTO CKas3ajachb OHa OOJIbHOIO, a caMa Bechb
Bedyep IyJsia 110 CBIPOCTH. /leslaTh Hedero, IIpo-



CTHMJIACh OHA CO CBOMM KpacaBUMKOM. OH Tak ke
OBICTPO, TaK >Ke JIOBKO Ilepese3 uepes3 3abop, a
OHa THUXOHBKO IIOIILJIA K IOMY, KaK OyATO HU B
4yeM He OBIBasIo, OIJIAABIBAJIaCh II0 CTOPOHAM,
IPUCIYIINUBAlIach; BCe THUXO0, IIYCTO, HUKOIO HeT,
HUKTO He IIOAIJIAe] UX, He IIoACAyIaa. A qoma
ee Toxugasnach rpa¢pund lllepeMmeTeBa.

— Yto aTo, KaTrolra, — ckasaja OHa e, — I0-
BOPUJIM MHE, 4TO ThI 60JIbHA, B IIOCTeJIH, a TeOs
U J0Ma HeT, TyJIidellb 110 caxy. Bech can s o6exxa-
Jia, MCKaJia Tebs, I7ie ThI IIporajasia’?

— Kak, TbI 6bL71a B cajly? — HeBOJIbHO IIOKPAC-
HeB, CIIPOCHJIa KHDKHA.

— /Jla, 6p1a B cagy. UTo >K Thl IIOKpacHeJIa,
YTO 3TO 3HAUUT?

— Huuero, mpaBo, HUYero, TOJIbKO S YIUBJISA-
I0Ch, KaK 3TO MBI He BCTPeTUJINCE.

— Hert, TyT ecTh uTO-TO Takoe! Kartromia, He
OTBepPTHIBAMCA, pacCKaku MHe BCe CKOpee.

Ho ExaTepyHa AJieKCceeBHAa CTajla yBepATH,
YTO HHUYEro poBHO HeTy. OHa HU 3a UTO He II0Be-
IaeT HUKOMY CBOel TaWHEI. OHa IIPOKJ/IMHAA Ce-
051 3a CBOM IJIYIIBIM BOIIPOC U C y»KacoM Aymasa,
YTO BOT, Iokanyy, Hatanbga boprcoBHa KaK-HU-
Oyab IIPOTOBOPUTCA IIpU OpaTe, CTaHYT CJIEAUTH



3a Helo, U IJIOXO Torja Oyzer.

— Haraima, kak Teb6e He CTBIIHO, IIpaBO, UTO
THI TaKoe IIoAyMaJa, Jaske B KpacKy BorHaja Me-
Hig. Begb BOT 3Tak IIpH KOM K3 HAIIKX, Ja IIPH
Oparte ellle IBaHe CKa’kelllb YTO, TAK MHE IIPOXO0-
Iy He Oy[ieT.

— C KaKoi CTaTH 9 CTaHy T'OBOPUTH KOMY-HU-
6yab? C10BO faro Tebe, HUUEro He CKaxy.

— byap Apyr, moKasIyicTa, 1 ¥ TaK He 3Halo,
KyZa eBaThbCd OT Opara.

HaTtanbss BopHcOBHA BCHOBIXHYJIA W OBICTPO
CKasaJa:

— UTO0 3TO BBI BCe eTr0 TaK He JIIOOUTe, UTO B
HeM JypHOro?

KuspxkHa KaTeprHa IIpe3pUTENIbHO YJIBIOHY-
JIach.

— BupgHO, Majsio THI ero 3Haelllb, KOJIU CIIpa-
muBaenib. /la 1 He mait bor Tebe 3HATH ero. Tako-
ro 4yesJoBeKa 1 U He BHaJla HUKOIAa, Kak 6paT
Mot BaH. Temepb 3Haelllb ThI, YeM OHH BCe 3a-
HATHI, a OH IIyIlle BCeX: XOTIAT YTOBOPUTEL TOCY/a-
ps, 4TOO6 OH Ha MHe KEHUJICS, MeHS XOTAT CHUJION
BBHIIATE. A caM MBaH o IIpuHIlecce Ejr3aBeTe II10-
IYMBIBAeET.

— Hert, 3To HempaBza! 3To HempaBzga! — TO



6yiefHes, TO KpacHes], BAPYT Jla’ke BCTasla C CBOe-
ro Mecrta Hatasnbs bopucoBHa.

— IIpaBma, kKo g roBopro Tebe. He craHy
JITaTh, TaBHO Y>K CBOMMH YIIIaMHU BCe CJIBIIIIAJIA.

— Ot Koro cjslrasna, TOBOpPH, 0T KOIro?

— /la OT Hero >kKe OT CaMOro: Ilepes OTI[OM H
Is1e IT0XBAJISJICS, UTO OyleT My>KeM I1apeBHBL.

Hartanpsg bopHrcoBHa XO0TeJja CKas3aTh YTO-TO,
HO g3BIK ee He IIOCJIyIaJICd, OHa I10bJiefHera,
KaK CMepTh, ¥, IIONIATHYBIIHUCH, OIIYCTH/IACH B
KpecJa.

KaTro1rra Tak ObljIa 3aHITa CBOUMU MBICIAMU
U HeroJiloBaHWeM IIPOTUB OpaTa, YTO HUUEIo He
3aMeTHIa.



Xl

1'1J1y601<a$1 oceHb. CHeTr BAaJIUT XJIONbSIMH U 3a-
ChIIIaeT PaBHUHBL, Jieca, JepeBHU. Hello1BIK-
HO CTOMT TyCTas Yallla; HU JIMCTKa He 0CTaJI0Ch
Ha BeTKax. He CJIBIIIIHO B HUX JIETHOTO CBUCTA U
neHud. /laleKo pasJeTesIuCh ITUIBL, U TOJIBKO
U3pelKa II0 TOJBIM Cy4YbsIM IIphITaeT O6eJsIKa,
OTpsAXaeT CHEr CO CBOMX JIAIIOK U CIEIIUT CKopee
B HOpPY. BHH3y Ha phIXJIOM, e/iBa BBIIIABIIIEM CHe-
I'y KOe — IJie 3aMeTHBI CJIefbl 3BepUHbBIEe, HO 3Be-
pe¥ He BUZHO: IIOIIPSITAINUCh OHMU.

Ha omyiike jsieca HaUMHAeT KPY>KUThCS MeTe-
JIMIIA U B3[bIMaeT CHEe>KHYI0 IIbLIb.

OLUHOKUM, O0TKY/Ja-TO 3abe’KaBIIIUU 3adl] II0-
HajJ B 3Ty CaMyI0 MeTeJIMIly U CHUAUT, IIpYKaB
VIIIH, U3YMJIEHHO II0CMaTpHUBasi BO BCe CTOPOHBL.
[IymwucTas mepcTKa pasfyBaeTcsa Ha HeM, U J10JI-
r'0 He MOKeT OH IIOHATH, Ky/la 9TO OH 3abekaJ, 1
IOJITO cooOparkaeT, KaK eMy BO3BPaTUThCA.

CHeroM coBCeM 3aMeJsI0 IOPOTH, eBa Pa3JiH-
YUTH UX MO>KHO.

THX0, TUXO CTAaHOBUTCS, TaK, UTO BCIKHUU JIa-
JIEKUH 3BYK HECO0OpasHO YCUJIUBAETCI U U3Me-
HSeT CBOe 3HaueHHe, U IIOTOM OISITh THUXO, BCe



MepTBO, BCe IIeYaIbHO.

Ho BApyr moHec/aHCh OTKyZAa-TO PasHOOOpas-
Hble, CTPaHHbIEe 3BYKU. M3aau CIBIIIUTCA, KaK
4TO-TO JIOMaeT Cy4Ybsl: U3-3a YaCThIX JlepeBbeB Ha
0esIyI0 IIOJITHKY TSOKeJI0 U MeJJIeHHO BBIXOIUT
MenBenb. Ero AUKHWL peB oIJialllaeT HeEMYIO
OKpPeCTHOCTb, U OeIHBIN 3asI] COBCEM HPHIKUMa-
eT YIIIM U TOTOB 3apBITHCA B CHET, JPOKUT BCEM
TeJIOM, U HU C MecTa. MeiBeJlb MeJ[JIEHHO IIPOXO0-
IUT II0 IIOJITHKE U OISATH YIJIyOJIsIeTCs B Yallly, a
IaJleKre 3BYKHU Bce OJrpKe U 6iirpke! To He peB
3BEpPUHBIN, TO KPUKHU U TUKaHbe JII0JCKUe.

BoT 3a IIOBOPOTOM JIECHOM JOPOTU ITOKa3a-
JIUCH KOHU, BIIPSOKEHHBIE B OTPOMHEIE II0IIIEBHY,
U MHOTO KOHeU, U MHOTO IIOIIIeBHEU, U BCe TPO-
KU SIMIITUITKHe. 13 BcexX CuJI KOHeH IOTrOHSKT, U
MUaTcsd JIMXHe KOHU, He pasbupasi JOpOrd, II0J-
HUMas KpyroM ce6s1 CTOJIObI CHEKHOM IIbLIH, 3a-
JIeTUISAS 9TOM MBUIBIO IJ1a3a SIMIITUKY U CeJOKaM.

— Cxopee! Ckopee! — pasgaeTcad 4emn-TO IO-
JIOC.

Kpacaser; oHoIIa ¢ 6/eJHBIM, UCIIyTaHHBIM
JIUII0M, C TJIa3aMM, IIOKpPaCcHEeBIIUMHU OT CJIe3, TO
U [leJI0 IOBTOPSIET: «CKopee! ckopee!»

W MuaTcsa caHY, ¥ BRLIETAIOT U3 jieca. 3a I1ep-



BBIMHU IIOLIIEBHAMH €[Ba IIOCIIeBaloT Apyrue. B
HUX CHUAAT OXOTHHUKH KU cob6aku. To B MOCKBY
BO3BpallfaeTcs KMIIepaTop C 0XOTHL. boJiee Hefe-
JIX He OBLI OH AoMa. OXoTa IIa X0po1Io. ymMart
OH ellle HeCKOJIbKO JHEM 0CTaThC L. ..

OTuero ’ke TakK CIIEIIIHUT OH B MOCKBY, OTYero,
3aJpIXasACh, €KEMHHYTHO IIOBTOPSIET SIMIITUKY:
«ckopee! cxopee!» OT4ero OH Tak OJIe[leH U 3a-
IJTaKaHHEI IJIa3a ero?

PaHO yTpoM cerofgHs IIpHCKaKaJ K HeMy TO-
Hell oT 6apoHa OcTepmaHa. bapoH IHIIeT, 4YTo
cecTpa O4YeHb IJIOXa, COBCeM OHa ymupaert. H, He
B3BHUJSI CBeTa, IIOMYa/ICA IOHBIM HMIIEpATop, U
TOCKa paspheIBaeT ero cepaiie. He 3HaeT OH, UTO
Iofie1aTh € C06010, ¥ KPUYUT yrKe COBCEM OXPHII-
JIBIM T'OJIOCOM: «CKOpee! ckopee!»

V>Ke BbexaJlu B Topof, 6/1M3Ka HeMeIKasi CJI0-
6oza. BoT y>ke U ABOPIIOBBIE CTEHEI IIepes I71a3a-
MH. TOILIHO IJIAeTh Ha CBeT BOXXKHUM HMIIepaTo-
py.

«KuBa Jy, )KuBa JIU?! — IyMaeTcsa eMy, U TYT
’Ke IMPHUXOJUT MBICIL. — /la pa3Be 3TO BO3MOXK-
HO, pas3Be OHa MOXKET yMepeThb, pasBe OHa
yMmpeTt?! MoxeT ObITh, AHZpel VI BaHOBUY OIIIUO-
ca. Ho saueM ’Ke Tak IIyraTb MeHd, 3a4eM Tak



MY4YHUTE! A UTO eC/I yMpeT B CaMOM [iesie, Kak g
6e3 Hee Oygy?!»

ITogwpexaJIu K ABOPILY.

[TaTasice, BelIes [leTp U3 IIolIeBHEN U, cebs
He IIOMH, KHHYJICA B IIOKOU. AHJIpeli BaHOBUY
BCTpeTHJI ero. FOHBIM MMITepaTop IVIIAUT Ha CBO-
€ro BOCIIUTAaTe s U Cpasy BHUAUT, UTO TOT He 00-
MaHBIBaJI ero. OcrepMaH OJlefieH; y>Xe OH He
CKpBIBAET IJIa3 CBOMX, a IVIAAUT IIPSIMO, IIeYaJlb-
HBIM, HCIIyTaHHBIM B30POM.

— Hy 4T0, 4yTO OHa? — 605CH 3a OTBeT, e/iBa
MO’KeT BBITOBOPHUTEL UMIIEPaTop.

— Ilioxa, rocyzaphb, BCI0O HOUbL MeTaIack...

— /la Kak ’Ke BBl PaHBIIIEe-TO 38 MHOH He II0-
CJIaJIA? — 0TYassHHO CXBaTHJICA 3a ToJIoBY IleTp.

— CaMH He BeJlaJId, YTO TaK ILJIOXa: OTO BCeX
IlapeBHa CKpbIBaja 60J1e3Hb CBOXO... HY, a8 K HOUH
He CMOTJIa, 3aCTOHaJIA.

— 4 Xouy K Heli!.. IlycTUTe, JaiTe MHE B3TJIS-
HYTH Ha Hee!

Ho ero He myckaroT. LlapeBHa TOJIBKO 4YTO
HEeMHOI'0 3acHyJIa, BCI0O HOYb He CMBIKaJja IJIas.
ABOCE, 3TOT COH IIOJKPEIIUT ee.

[IprXOLHUT OfHA CTpAIlHAass MBICIb HMIIEPATO-
pPy: 4TO ecad OH 0OMaHyT, UTO €CJIh OHa He 3a-



CHYyJIa, a yMepJia y>Ke, M eT0 OTTOr0 He IIyCKarT?!
U oH pBeTCca K Hel B KOMHaTy, OcTepMaH efiBa B
CHUJIaX yIepsKaTh ero.

OH yBepseT, UTO OHa TOYHO 3aCHyJa. Y BcexX
IIPUABOPHBIX BBITIHYTHI JIUIA; BCe 60ATCA U II0-
DOMTHU K uMIepaTopy. OAWH TOJIbKO UCIIAHCKUHN
IIOCJIAHHUK, reprior gae — JIupusd, II0L0IIe] U 3a-
roBopu ¢ IlerpoM AjleKceeBUYEM.

— VcIokouTech, Ballle BeJnuecTBO! ECTh O/
HO CpefiCTBO U ero, HaKOHeIl, Tellepb HUCIIPOOOBa-
JI¥, ¥ BOT IJapeBHa 3aCHYyJIa.

— Kaxkoe >xe 3T0 cpencTBo?

— S maBHO yXe peKOMeHMO0BaJ ero, AaBHO
y>Ke TOBOPUJI, YTO HAaZ0 K HeMy 06paTUThCs. Ec-
JIA OBI TOTJla MeHs IIOCJIyIIalH, He OBbLIIO OBl 3TO-
ro. 3TO BepHOe CpeLCTBO: )KeHCKOoe MOJIOKO. BoT
TOJIBKO YTO BBIIHJIA [[apeBHA U 3aCHYJIA. YCIIO-
KOMTeCh, ToCyZapsh, bor facT Bce IIOIIPaBUTCA.

— AX, nati-Tto, boxke! [laii-To, boxke! — 1merruer
UMIIEpaToOp U Cpas3y BEpPUT B I1eJIe6HOCTL 3TOTO
HOBOI'O CpefCcTBa, W Cpasy HajeeTcs, UTO OHO
HeIIpeMeHHO HM3JIeYUT eMy MHJIYIO CeCTpy.

Ho kak 65l ee yBUETH! AX, KaK JJOJITO TSIHYT-
¢ MUHYTHL. HU 3a 4TO IIPUHATECA He MOKeT UM-
nepaTop. XOOUT OH II0 KOMHATaM, TO IIOTPY KeH-



HBII B KaKOe-TO OILlelleHeHHe, TO HadhHas JIO-
MaTh PYKH U 00JIMBasCh CIe3aMHU.

— CKaxhTe MHe B Ty ’Ke MUHYTY, KaK OHa
ImpocHeTcd, pagu bora! S He MOTy TaK OCTaBaTk-
cs, g IOJDKEH ee BUJETh...

HaxkoHel] 0Ha IIPOCHYyJIaCh, U eMy 00 3TOM [10-
JIOYKUJIN.

Hepmosro criasia 6eHas japeBHa, BCEro C II0JT-
Jaca KaKUX-HUOY/Ib.

[TeTp, BAPYT mobJiefHeB, KaK CMepTh, C IIepe-
COXIIIMM TOpPJIOM U APO’KaIli¥IMU PyKaMH, BOIIIeJ
B ee OIIOYHBaJIBLHIO. BOT OoHa Ha mocTtesnu. Kak
OHa OJieffHa, ¥ KaK ropAT Ijasa ee!

OH TOJIBKO Tellepb, celyac, 3aMeTHJI Ty
CTpAllHYI0 IIepeMeHy, KaKas IIPOu30lilia B Hel
3a mocyiegHee BpeMs. OH TakK 3aHAT ObLI BeChb
CBOUM BeceJIbeM, CBOUMM O0XO0TaMH U IIPUBOP-
HBIMHU ITHPaMH, YTO He CMOTpeJI IIPUCTaJIbHO Ha
cecTpy, a OHa JIaBHO y>X 60JsibHa. OHa Tak CTpalll-
HO usMeHuiach. O! Kakoil f1ypHOU OH 6paT, Ka-
KoM 3104 Opat! I'stybokoe oT4yasiHUe HM300pasu-
JIOCH Ha Julle ero. OH IIPOTSAHYJI K CeCcTpe PYKH,
6ecCUJILHO yIIajl Ha KOJIEHU Ilepef ee II0CTeJIbIo,
3apeifiayl Heyep>XUMO U 6e3yMHO, CIIpSTall JIU-
II0 B ee OflesyI0 U JOJIT0 He MOT IIOJHATH IJ1a3 Ha



Hee. EMy Ka3aIoOCh, YTO BCTPETAT €ro 3TH MHU-
JIble, POAHEBIE IJIa3a C HEMBIM yIIpeKoM. OH 4yB-
CTBOBaJI, KAK BUHOBAT Ilepes Hel. EMy y)Ke Ha-
YMHAJIO Ka3aThCs, UTO OH IIPSIMO ee yOUMIa.

— IleTpyma, rosy64uk! — paccjasliag OH
BZPYT Y CAaMOTO yXa ee CIa0blIi IITeII0T U 3aphlial
emte myire. — [lerpyma, ycrokorics, 'ocriogs ¢
TOOOM, — CHOBA U ellle cjabee IIPOroBopmiIa Iia-
peBHa. — [TocMOTpH Ha MeHS.

OH B3rysIHyJI, U 4uTO Ke?! HeT HeMoro yrpeka
B IJIa3ax ee, U CMOTPST OHU Ha Hero ¢ 6eCKOHeu-
HOU JIF060BBI0, C IIpeKHeH, ¢ eTCTBa IIaMITHOM,
CeCTPHHOM JIaCKOM.

BoT oHa IIpoTATHUBaeT eMy CBOU IIPO3PaYHEIe,
UCXyZaBIlINe PYKU U TOBOPUT eMy: «MUJIBIN Gpa-
Tell, IIOCUIU CO MHOI. /la He IIJIayb, YCIIOKOMCH,
MHe JIyd4llle, IIpaBo, JIy4llle, bor MHUJIOCTUB, S BbI-
3nopoBero. He Myub ce6s1, He TO caM ellle 3a60J1e-
elIb!»

O! Kak M0O>KeT OHa Tellepb 0 HeM ayMaTh! Kak
MOKeT KTO-HHOYJb O 4eM-HUOYAb AyMaThb, KpO-
Me Hee?!

OHa ycriokaWBaeT ero, oHa Hazeercd. Ho
Bellb, MOXKeT OBITh, OHA caMa cebsi He 3HAET, He
BHU/IUT, a AOCTATOYHO B3IJIIHYTH Ha Hee, UTOOBI



IIOHSATH, KaK TIeTHHI Tellepb BCe HaZeXKbl.

«HU4YTO Temephb He cIIaceT eel» — IIeYeT
cepAlie UMIIepaTopa, a cepAlle oOMaHyTh He MO-
KeT. UyeT OHO, 4uyeT GJIM3KYI0 pasyKy. UyeT To-
pe crpainHoe, HeoTBpaTUMoe. Ho eMy HY’>KHO
yIoepsKaThCd, HYKHO yTepeTh CJIe3bl, He CMeThb
PBLIATH, IIOTOMY YTO 3THM TOJIBKO ellle OOJIbIIe
OH ee TPeBOXXUT, U [leTp HampsraeT BCe CHJIBI
CBOM, UTOOBI yiep>KaTh HeIIOCIyIIHbIe PhIAaHU,
4TOOBI Ka3aThCAd CIIOKOMHBIM.

Hukorga elrle He 3Hajl OH, He IIOHUMAJI, KakK
CWIBHO ee JIO6UT. OH He yMeJI JOPOXKUTH €10, a
BOT Tellepb, KOIZa OHa yJIeTaeT, Tellepb BCe CTa-
JIO TIOHATHO, HO y’Ke CJIUIIIKOM II03JHO...

Besmmkast kHsDKHa HaTasbd yibibasach 6pary,
cTapajach ero yCIIOKOUTb, II0Kas3aTb eMy, 4TO
OHa BOBCe He TakK 00JIbHA, UTO 3TO TOJILKO Ka-
KOM-TO LOCaAHBIN IMPUMaZ0K, KOTOPBIU IpoigeT
CKOpPO, OHA OIIATh BCTAHET, U BCe OYy/IeT XOPOIIIO,
Kak OBIBaJIO IIpeXKze.

OHa 3ab6piBajia 0 cBoel ciaabocTH, 0 cBoeH
HEeBBIHOCUMOU 00JIM B TPYAU U BCe yJIblOaJach,
paccripamBaii 6paTa 0 TOM, XOPOIIO JH ObLIO
Ha 0X0Te, KaKUX 3Bepell OHU YOUJIH, UTO JlesIaJIH.

Paccripocsl 3TU HEBBIHOCUMO Tep3ad HMIIe-



paTopa.

OH noHMMaJI, YTO OHa JieJIaeT YCUJIHe Hall COo-
6010, YTO OHA X04eT 06MaHyThb ero.

JIUIT0 ee O0’KMBUWJIOCH, Ha II[eKaX BCIIBIXHYJI
PYMSIHeIl, OHa Ja’ke IIPUBCTAaJIa C IIOAYIIEK, cesa
Ha KpoBaTH U CMeeTCs.

Boxxe Mmoti! MoxKeT, el ¥ B3allpaBly JIyUllle;
MO>KeT OBITh, B3aIIpaB/Ay 3TO TOJIBKO TaK U IIPOU-
IleT CKopo!

OH HaJeeTcsd, OH yKe IIOYTH BEPHUT, OH CO-
BCEM BepUT, OH HaUMHaeT yJbl6aThcsd ed. C Hero
CIIaZlaeT HeBBIHOCHUMO [aBsAIas ero TSHKeCTh. AX,
KaK X0pOIII0, aBOCh, BCE 3TO TOJILKO COH!

Ho uto0 ke sTo! OHa BCKpPUKHYJIA, OHA CXBATH-
Jlach 3a IpyJb 00eMMHU pyKaMH H, KaK IIOJKO-
IIeHHasd TpaBKa, yliaja OITh Ha IIOAYIIKH,
OIIATH I100JIeHE A U JIE)KUT HEIIOABUIKHO.

Uro »Ke... 4TO Xe 3T0? VIMIlepaTOp CHOBA PHI-
IaeT U B oTyasgHUU. [IoHBIN yrKaca, 6eKUT OH
OT CeCTpHI K cebe, 3alIpaeTCcs U HUKOTO BUIETh
He X0YeT, HUKOT0 He MO>KeT CJBIIIATh...

Ho BoT 0H 30BeT MBaHa /[0JITOPYKOIO U TOBO-
PUT eMy, 4TOOBI Uyepes3 Kak[ble IISITb MUHYT [I0-
HOCWUJIU eMY O 3[0POBbe BeJIMKOM KHSKHBI. /[0JI-
TOPYKHI X04YeT BOUTH K HEMY, YCIIOKOUTDH, Pas-



TOBOPHUTH €T0, HO OH TOHHUT OT Ce6s U J[0JITOPYKO-
r0, OH HUKOTO Tellepb He MOXKeT BUJI€Th, HUKTO
eMy He Hy>KeH.

X1V

pOIILIO ellle HEeCKOJIbKO JHeH. Besmkasg

KHSDKHA BCe JIE)KUT B IIOCTEJIN U I10 HEeCKOJIb-
Ky pas B JileHb IIbeT >KeHCKoe MOJIOKO. Eff Kak
OyZATO CHayaJa CTajJlo0 HEMHOIO Jyuille. MMiiepa-
TOp IIOYTHU He OTXOZUT OT Hee. Korza oHa 3achl-
IIaeT, OH II0 IeJIBIM YacaM IIPUCIYIIHBAETCS K ee
IoeIxaHuio. Korma oHa mpocelmaeTcs, OH JIOBUT
KasK[bIM ee B3IJIAL, Kakhoe ee c10BO. OH He BEI-
IIyCKaeT M3 PYK CBOUX ee CIab0i XOJIOZHOM PY-
KU. Terreps OHa IIOBTOPSET, UTO €M JIyUIlle Topas-
Zl0: OHa MOJKeT y’>Ke CH/IETh Ha II0CTEeJIH, MOXKeT
CIIyCTUTH HOTH Ha II0JI.

OHa IIPOCUT ero YCIIOKOUTHCH, 3aHAThCA [ieJIa-
MU WU OTHOXHYTh HEMHOIO, [I0BECEJIUThCH.

HasHaueH 6az y rpada BpaTuciaBa, aBCTPHIi-
CKOTrO II0CJIaHHUKA.

Hartanpsa yipammBaeT OpaTa, 4YTOOBI OH
HeIIpeMeHHO Ty/a I10eXaJl.

Ei1 ropaszmo jryurite. OHa Tak BOJIHYETCS, €ro
yroBapuBasg, YTO pajH ee CIIOKOMCTBHS OH peIla-



eTcqd exaTh. ETo cOIpoBOXKAaeT IpuHItecca Ejru-
3aBeTa. Ho Tellepb OH He obpalllaeT Ha Hee HU-
KaKOIro BHUMaHU{, OH y>Ke HU K KOMY ee He PeB-
HyeT, eMy HeT [0 Hee HHUKAaKoro fesia. OH Bech,
BCeIleJsI0, OTJaJICA CecTpe, AyMaeT TOJIBKO O Hew,
>KHBET TOJIbKO €l0.

bas MHOTrOJIIOZIeH M pOoCKoIlleH. IIpHrIaIieH-
HBIX IleJIble TOJIIIBI, M MeKAy HHMH TOJIbKO U
PasroBOpOB, UTO O 60JIBHOM IIPHHIIECCe. BeceM sc-
HO, UTO OHAa OYe€Hb ILJIOXA, BPS JIM IIOIIPAaBHUTCS.
Yro y Hee 3a 60s1esHB? JJOKTOpa IOBOPAT, YTO
JIETKHe IIOPTATC, YaXoTKa. Ho BeslMKas KHSDKHA
B IIOCJIeJHUH TIOf, IIOYTH COBCEM He KalllIAa.
YT0-TO 04YeHb CTpaHHO. OCO6€HHO MHOCTPaHHbIe
Pe3UeHTHI I0J03PUTEJILHO IIenuyTcs 06 3TOH
6osiesHu. T'epror nme — JIMpusa IIpsAMO CKasasl
OcTepMaHy, UTO IIOA03PeBaeT TYT He XyHA0e CO-
CTOSIHHE JIETKHUX, a BePOJOMCTBO KaKOTr0-HUOYAb
TaMHOTO Bpara, KOTOPBIM 3aX0Tesl IOTYOUThH Be-
JIMKYI0 KHsDKHY. HO KTO 3TOT TaMHBIN Bpar, HU
repuor nge — Jlupus, HU 6apoH AHApel HBaHO-
BHUY IIpHJYy MaThb He MOryT. OCTepMaH, [[efCTBU-
TeJIbHO, 03a604eH U IevasieH. OH Bcerja JIHOUI
BeJIMKYI0 KHsDKHY HaTasblo, Bcersa ObLI ee HC-
KpeHHUM apyroMm. K ToMy ’ke ee CMePTh JOJ/DKHA



OYeHb IIOBpPeIUTh MHOIMM ero Cepbe3HBIM ILja-
HaM. Kak 6B TOJILKO y3HAaThb €My BEpPOJIOMHOIO
Bpara, ecjii TaKOM CYII[eCTBYeT, HO OH He MOXKeT
y3HaThb ero ¥ KOHYaeT TeM, UTO He COIJIalllaeTcs
c reproroMm fe — Jlupud. IlapeBHa Bcerga 6bLia
C1ab0T0 370pPOBbS U yrKe TPHU roja TOMYy Hasag
CHJIBHO >KaJIoBaJIaCh Ha IPyAb U MHOIO KalllJId-
JIa.

«BOT ¥ I1aHBl HaIIK HacyeT uHGaHTa /IoH —
Kapsioca 1mpaxoM pacceIlaloTcd!» — IIe4aJbHO
3aMeuaer repiior ge — Jiupus, oTxonsa oT OcTep-
MaHa.

HWwMrepaTop He TaHITyeT: He BjeUeT ero HUKa-
KOe BeceJsbe, OH TO U [[eJIO IIOCBhLIaeT TOHIA BO
IBOpeI] Y3HaTh, UTO C BeJIMKON KHSDKHOU. U BOT
B HadaJle ele 6asa, B 10 4acy, roHeIl JOHOCUT
eMy, UTO BEeJIMKOM KHSDKHeE OIIThH XyoKe, U MMIIe-
paTop, Aake He IIPOCTICH C XO3IUHOM, ye3KaeT C
6aJjia, CIIEIIUT K CeCTpe U 3acTaeT ee OISITh C I0-
PAIIMMH IIa3aMH, C XOJIOLHBIM II0OTOM Ha J6y, C
BBIpa’KeHHeM MYKHU Ha 0JIeTHOM JIUIIE.

OH ocTaeTcd y ee IIOCTeJIH, OH PEIIMICA TaK
IIPOBECTHU BCIO HOYb, He OTXO/d OT Hee, HO, U3MY-
YeHHBIY, YTOMJIEHHBIM [OJITOM OeCCOHHUILEH,
He3aMeTHO 3achlIlaeT B Kpecye. OHa IIPUCTYIIIH-



BaeTcsd: OH CIIUT IJIyO0OKO, OHA BEJIUT [IeKYPHOM
¢peiiirHe yAaJIuThCI U OCTaeTCsa OJJHA, C YCHYB-
IIIUM OPaTOM.

JKagHo, He OTPHIBASACH, IVIALUT OHA Ha HErOo,
TOYHO XO04YeT HaIJALeTbCsd [0ChITa U HUKAK He
MoskeT. [Io BpeMeHaM 60JIb B IPYIU TaK HEBBIHO-
CHMa, 4TO OHA HalpsAraeT BCe CBOU IIOCJIeHIE
CHJIBI, UTOOBI HEe CTOHATh, UTOOBI 3THMH CTOHA-
MU He pa36byguTh ero. OHa y>Ke 3HaeT, YTO el He
IOHATHCS, 3HAeT, UTO IIPUIILIN II0C/TIeHIe THHU,
a MOJKeT OBITh, Yackl, MOXKeT OBITh, MUHYTHL /I3,
OHa yMHpaeT, U HUYTO, HUKaKHe YyeJl0OBeueCKue
CHJIBl He cracyT ee. OHa yMHpaeT TaK Y>KacHO
paHo, ¥ TaK He X0UeTCd el YyMHUpPAaTh, TaK KaJIKO
paccTaBaThCs C )KU3HBI. X0Ts1 661 HEMHOTO elle
II0’KUTh; BeJlb ellle COBCEM II0YTH UTO U He >KUIa
OHAa, TOJIbKO IIPUTOTOBJIANIACH K JKU3HU. Bce ObI-
JIO ellle BIlepefy; TaK HeJaBHO Ka3aIoCh, UTO
BpeMeHHU TaK MHOI'0, YTO ¥ KOHI[a eMy HeT. A BOT
KOHYAaeTCsl, KOHYaeTCs >KU3Hb, YXOIUT — U HU-
yeM He yZep>KaThb ee. CTpaIlrHo, TOKKO!

Cnespl 6eryr mo IjekaM OeJHOM IjapeBHBIL.
YTo >xe 6e3 Hee OyzeT, 4YTO OyzeT ¢ 6paTomM? OH
OyZieT Tak OropyeH, ero o)KujgaeT Takoe rope! Ho
HeT, He TO, He TO... OH MOJIOJ, JIETKOMBICJIEH, 3a-



OyZeT ee CKOpPO, IIOILIAYeT, IIOTOCKYeT U 3a0yzerT.
A 1toToM uTo >Ke? IToToM cHOBa IBUTCA JIM3a, 3a-
MEHHUT ee MecTO. /[oJIroOpyKHe coBCeM 3abepyT
ero B CBOIO BJIaCTh; FIBaH BKOHeI] er0 UCIIOPTHUT,
IIPUYYUT KO BceMy aypHOMY. boske moi! IToxka-
JIyH, IUTH ellle IIPUYUUT erol..

«Ha Koro ke g 0CTaBJII0, KOMY IIOPY4y erol» —
JIOMaeT pPYKH HecyacTHas IlapeBHa. UM sCHO,
y>KaCHO SCHO IIOHMMaeT OHa, YTO He Ha KOT0 ero
OCTaBUTb, HEKOMY IOPYy4YUTb. HU OIHOro OJIMS-
KOro, HM OJHOr0 JIroOsInero 4desgoBeka! bapoH
Aunpenn UBaHOBHY? Ho maBHO y»Ke XOPOIIO II0-
Hsla HaTasnbs, 4yTo 6apoH AHpeit IBaHOBUY He
OILIOT U He 3alllhTa; OH JIOUT UX, HICTUHHO JII0-
OUT, HO BCe >Ke cebs JIF0OUT ropaszo 6oJiblie. Hu
OT Yero AypHOTO He OoCTepe’keT OH Oparta, /ia ec-
JI OB ¥ HallleJl B cebe CUJIBI OCTepeub, TO HeHa-
IOJITO, He OyeT ciayliaThes ero IleTpyia, a /[oJ1-
TOpPYKHe CKOPO TaK YCTPOSAT, UTO COBCEM YHAJIAT
AHnpes VBaHOBHYa, U Oy#eT ellje TeM XYyXKe.
V>KacHbIe MBICJIH!

«3aueM cyabba TaKk HEMUJIOCTUBA, 3a4e€M MBI
POIUINCEH B IIAPCKOM ceMelcTBe?! BhIIM OBI IIPOo-
CThle JIIOAY U ObLIO OBl Jiyulle!» — ¥ HaTaubs
IIPOKJINHAaeT 6JIeCK BeJIUYUsd, C JeTCTBA UX OKPY-



karomui. Ho x yemy npoxkiauHaTth! Tak yrogHo
Bory. CoBepIlleHHO O6ecCHIeHHas1, OHa IIepecTa-
eT COBCeM JyMaTh, KaKOH-TO IIOJIYCOH, KaK0oe-TO
THUXO0e 3a0bIThe Ha Hee HaXOJWT; BCe IIpeMeThl
CIUBAIOTCA IIepef IIasaMH; OHa y>Ke He BHIUT
OpaTa, HU4Yero He BU/IUT, el HAUMHAaeT Ka3aTbCs
4TO-TO CTPaHHOE, HeolIpefieJIeHHOoe, 61ecTsllee.
BoT oHa JIETUT KyJa-TO, OBICTPO JIETUT, HECET
ee BeTep, JIETUT OHa M IpHJETaeT B KAKYIO-TO
TUBHYIO CTpaHy, I7ie BCe CBETJIO U SICHO, I/le BeU-
Hoe JeTo... ['osy6oe Mope Iutelercs o 6eper, a
Ha Gepery pacTyT ILieJible POLIY JYIIUCTHIX JIUMO-
HOB, II0 BeTKaM IIOPXaloT I1eCTPbIe IITHUIIBI M II0-
0T YyJHbIe IIeCHHU. /lajIeKo 3a AYIIHCTBIMHU PO-
IlaMU BHUJIeH 60JIbIIOM ropof. IlapeBHa JIeTUT K
39TOMY TOPOAY, JIETUT HAJ| €ro CBepPKaroIllMMH Ha
COJIHIIe YJIHMIIAMH, BjIeTaeT B cad. Kpyrom >Kyp-
4yaT QOHTAHBI, C [epeBbeB OT JIETKOI'0 [YHOBEHUS
BeTpa OIIaflal0T COTHU OJIeCTAIUX OeJIbIX IiBe-
TOB, YCBHIIAIOT [TOPO’KKH. Briepeny BHHEETCH
POCKOIIIHOe 34aHMe, MpaMOpPHEIe CTYIIeHH, a II0
6oxkaM 6esble cTaTyd. M BOT C 3TOM IIIMPOKOM
MpaMOPHOMH JIECTHUIILI HaBCTPeUy IlapeBHe CIIe-
LIIUT IIpeKpacHbIN roHoIa. O! Kak oH Xopolll, KaK
4yJHO XOpOILI OH, Ja)ke IIpeKpacHee Gparta! OH



bepeT ee 3a PyKy, U BMeCTe C HUM HJIeT OHa II0
IIIUPOKUM aJl/IessM, 1 MpaMOpPHBIe CTaTyd KHUBA-
I0T el TOJI0BaMHU, U AYIIUCTHIE IepeBbs CKIOHS-
I0T HaJ Hel CBOU BeTKH, U IITUIILI IIOIOT €M, U
CTPYUKU QOHTAHOB >KypuaT el CBOU IIPUBETHL.
HeoOBbaTHOE, JUBHOE CYaCThe HAIIOJIHAET €M /Iy-
Iy, IIpeKpacHBIN IOHOINIA IIeITyeT el CjIajgKue
peun. OHa He IIOHUMaeT CJI0B ero, HO Aylla U
CepAlle MOHUMAKT KX 3HauYeHHe, WM caMa OHa
eMy OTBeuaeT ¥ TOBOPHUT, He CJIOBAMHU TOBOPHT, a
BOCXMUIIIeHHOM CBOeM ayIor. U rosra ux 6ecefa,
U He 3aMeydarT OHU BpeMeHHU. CIIycKaeTcCs Haf
HUMU TUXUU Beuep, U ellle IIpeKpacHee CTaHO-
BUTCS IIPUPOJA, eIlle BeJIMKOJIeITHee KaKeTCd
O3apeHHBIN JIydaMM 3aKaTa BeJIMYaBbIil 3aMOK,
ellle cJjalre IerroT GoHTaHOB...

«JoH — KapJjoc!» — 1Iem4er IjapeBHA. —
«/loH — KapJioc!» — II0BTOpSIeT 0HA, y>Ke OUHYB-
IIUCHL OT cBOUX Ipes. — «/JloH — Kapioc!» OHa

IJIAAUT KpyroM ce6s. THX0O B ee OIIOYMBAJIbHE;
OpaT KpemKoO CIIUT, TOJIOBA ero CKJIOHWJIACh Ha
TPyZb, XU OH POBHO JIBIIIUT.

«loH — Kapsioc!» IlapeBHa BEIHUMaeT U3-I10[
MOAYIIIKU MaJeHbKUU MeNajabOoH, TIJIIIUT Ha
Hero, U pajiocTHas, OJla’KeHHasl yJbIOKa BU/IHe-



eTcd Ha rybax ee, ¥ y)Ke HasgBY, B IIOJITHOM CO3Ha-
HUM HAauMHaeT MeyTaTh OHA O [aJIeKoii, HUKO-
I7la He BUJAHHOM, BOJIIIIEOHOM CTpaHe, IIPO KOTO-
PYIO Tax XOpOIII0O paccKasbIBaeT repIior ge — JIu-
Pp¥s, IIPO [aIeKoro, IIPeKpacHOoro IIPUHIA, KOTO-
pBIF MOT clesaThCd OJM3KMM W MOT IIPUHECTHU
et cyactue... U OH y>Ke IPUHOCUJI He pas el ero,
IIPUHOCUJI B IeBUUYECKHUX Ipe3ax. 3aueM JKe Bce
9TO IIPOXOAUT HEBO3BPaTHO, U 3aUueM Hecyabba
COBITHCA 9TOMY cuacTHio! 3aueM yMuUpaTh TaK
pauo! O, boxe, 3a uT0?

Jpyrue MBICIIH IIPUXOLAT B IOJIOBY IlapeBHEL.
E#i BcmOMUHAaIOTCA rofbl eTCTBA. BcrmoMuHaeTcq
IpO3HBIA 00pa3 IIOKOMHOIO [efla, IIpeKpacHOoe
JguIio 6abymku ExkaTepuHsbl. [IoToM XoueTcs eu
3aIJIIHYTh ellle fajblile, ¥ HauyWHAaeT BCIIOMU-
HaTbCd COBCeM I103a0BbITHIM, HEXXHBIU 00pas,
CKJIOHEHHBIN HaJ, Hew. ITO o6pa3 ee MaTepw,
npuHIeccel HlapaoTTe. Bce 0HU yMepsH, BceX
HUX HeT, U MBI TaKKe yMpeM, yMpeM CKOpO, Bce
yMpeM...

«boxe! /la o yeM xe g aymar! S ymuparo,
yMHUpaw, a OH BeIb XUB, OH ocTaeTcd. UTo ke
MHe I10Ka3aJIoCh, UTO ¥ OH TOXKe ymupaet?!» OHa
IJIAIUT Ha 6paTa U He MOKeT 0TBA3aThC OT Ka-



KOIO-TO CTpPalllHOIO YyBCTBAa, 3allaBIIero eu
BJIPYT B CepAILle.

Bce xajkeTcs el, UTO He O/lHA OHA yMHpaeT.
«/la, OH yMpeT! — HaKOHel| pellaeT OHa, —
YMpeT, ¥ 3TO XOPOIIO, 3TO JIydIlle; IIYCTh OH
yMpeT, IIyCTh UAeT Beiel 3a MHOw! TaMm, B TOM
MUpe, MBI CHOBa Bce OyfleM BMecCTe... BCe KOIO
JIIO0JII0 ... BCe MBI cobepeMmcd. [la, IIyCTb OH
YMpeT, OH [JOJDKEH YMepeTh, 3TO ero cuacTtue. Te-
IIepb OH YMpeT ellle YeCTHBIM, He 3arps3HeH-
HBIM, 06PBIM U 6JIaTOPOJHBIM, & KUB OCTaHeT-
Cs, UTO U3 Hero CZesarT, 4eM OH KOHYHT? Her,
IIyCTh YMPET, IIYCTb UAET 33 MHOIO!..»



XV

B HOYb Ha 22 HOg0ps COBCEM CTaJIO IIOXO Be-
JINKOM KHsDKHe Hartasbe. HeckoJIBKO 4acoB
Cpsafy OHa MeTajach Ha IIOCTeJIM M CTOHAaJIA.
IOHBIN MMIIEpaTOpP He MOI CJIBIIIATH 3TUX CTO-
HOB: OHH pa3spbIBaJId €My CepZLie, B B TO Ke Bpe-
MsI OH JKaJiHO K HUM IIPUCJIYIINBAJICI, JIOBHJ
KasKJ bl 3BYK U He OTXOJHJI OT cecTphl. HakoHerr
OHa HEeCKOJIbKO YCIIOKOMJIACh, XOTA 3TO CIIOKOM-
CTBHe He IIpefBelaso Hu4ero fqobporo. Ee o
OKOHYAaTe/JILHO U3MEHMJIOCH U BCAKHUM, B3IJITHYB
Ha Hee, ICHO BHJIeJI, YTO OHa yMHpaeT. OHa BeJle-
Jla 1103BaTh K cebe 6apoHa OcTepMaHa U Iieca-
peBHy EsnnsaBery. O6a OHU OBLIM BCe BpeMd B
cocefHeM KOMHaTe M HeMe/JIEHHO SIBHJIMCH Ha
30B ee.

— IIpomaiTe, — CIIOKOMHO cKas3asia UM HaTa-
JIbsl, — IIpollatire!

IIpy aTOM CTpAaIllHOM CJIOBE Ppas3JAHpPAarOIHil
IyLIy KPHUK BBIPBAJICA U3 IPyJH HUMIlepaTopa, u
OH IT0YTH 6e3 YyBCTB yIIaJI B KPecJIo.

— Harara! — OIIOMHUBIIMCH, OPOCHUJICSA OH K
ee 1rocTesd. — Haraia, 4To THI cKasasa! 3aueM
TBI IIPOIIAeIbCsa?



— IIporai, Mo roly6uHuK, — TUXO0 OTBETHJIA
OHa, — Tellephb BCe KOHYEHO, 1 YMHUPAIO...

— Harama! — cToHanm M MeTayIicd HMIIepa-
TOp. — JTO Hempasza! 3TO He MOXKeT OBITH! ThI
BBI3[IOPOBeeIb, Thl OCTAHEIIbCSI >KHUBA. 3aueM
TBI ME€HSI MYYHIIIE?

Ho oHa y’>x He MoIJIa Tellepb CKPBIBAThLCH, Ja
U He X0TeJIa 3TOTO.

— Jlusa, — obpaTHhIach OHa K IjecapeBHe, —
ec/Iv g1 B 4yeM ObliIa BUHOBAaTa Iepef T060x0, IIPo-
CTHU MeHs, — g Tebs OYeHb JIIOOMUIIA, BCEM CePJ-
IIeM JiroOrIa.

[lecapeBHa HHYEro He OTBeYasa M ILIaKaJa,
CKJIOHHMBIIIHCH HaJl HEM.

— ToJIbKO OJfHO Y MeHs ObLJIO IIPOTUB TeOs: g
bosstach 3a 6para. JIMsa, BOT 9 yMHUpal0 U Ilepef
CMepThIO IIPOIIy TeOs OBITH ero APyroMm, JPpyroM
M POJHOIO, HO HUKOIJa He COIJIalllaThCs BBHIMTH
3a HEero saMyx.

— Harama, rogy64mK MO, — BCXJ/IMIIBIBAd,
mrenHysa EnnvsaBeTa, — 3a4yeM ThI Tak 000 MHe
nyMaenib?! CIIpocu ero, oH Tebe CKa’keT, YTO S
eMy Bcerja oTBedasa, KOrfia 3aroBapuBaJjl OH CO
MHOI0 00 3TOM. THI [ypHO 060 MHe Aymasa, HaTa-
IIa: g HUKOIZA He MOTY OBITH I HEro HUYeM,



KpOMe pyra ¥ pOACTBEHHUIIBL.

— Temtepp g Bepto TebGe, JIusa, BEp, U CIIO-
KoitHa. IIpo1aii, momeayd MeHs, He BCIIOMHUHANA
060 MHe IypPHO...

[TecapeBHa HeXXHO OOHsJIa YMUpPAaBIIYI U
TOPBKO 3aIlIaKa’a.

— Iogonigute KO MHe, AHIpell MBaHBIY, —
OIIATH e[iBa CJBIIIHO 3aroBopuia HaTasbs, — II0-
IoMauTe KO MHe, Ipyr Moii. He ocTaBbTe ero, He
yXOOUTe OT Hero, YMOJIAI0 Bac, II0)KaJIeUTe ero,
He JlaiiTe ero BparaM, BeJib Bbl CAMU BUAUTE, UTO
HUINYT TOJIBLKO ero I1orubesi, He 0CTaBbTe ero! —
OHa efBa HallUla CHUJIY IIOJHATH CBOX PYKYy U
OpOTAHYTE ee OctepMaHy. OH MoJya IUIaKaa |
TIOKPBIBAJ 3TY XOJIOAEBIIIYIO PYKY IIOIeJySIMH.

— IleTpyma, TroyO6YUK MOM, HeHarJIsa[-
HbIN, — obOpaTmiachk Hatanbsl K OpaTy, — Kak
MHOTO X0TeJsia 6 g cKasaThb Tebe, 1a cUI HeT. He
nevaybcsa 060 MHe, [leTpyiia! BoT HelaBHO 51 U
camMa TOCKOBaja, yMHUpaThb He XOTe JIOCh, a Te-
Iepsb, IIPaBo, BUXKY, YTO TaK JIydllle, TaM JIy4llle
Oyzet, HaBepHoe! IleTpyira, TOJIBKO TeIlepb 00
oHOM Tebe g gyMaro. [IOKJISTHUCh MHe, [jail MHe
CJI0BO, YTO UCIIOJIHUIIL MO0 IIOCJIEHIOI0 IIPOCH-

o0y...



IleTp XOTes rOBOPUTH, HO He MOI: PHIIaHbI
IOYLIWINA ero U OH 6eCCH/IbHO JBUTal rybaMu U
He IIPOU3HOCUJI HU OJHOTO CJI0BA.

— IleTpyma, ciaymail MeHs, ofelllaii MHe...
MOJII0 Te6s... 00pa3yMbCs, BCIIOMHHU, UTO ThI I'O-
cyzapb. OCTaBb 3TH BeuHble Beceslbs, He 3a0bl-
Bau Jes1, 6piBal B CoBeTe, a IJIaBHOE... TJIaBHOE,
ceryac, Kak MeHs IIOXOPOHUTe, ye3xal B IleTep-
oypr, B IleTepOypr... BoT MOH IIOCiIefHUM 3aBeT
Tebe, MOsI IIOC/IefHsSA IIpocbba, Moe IocjiefHee
ci10BO, B IleTepbypr, ckopeii!.. MTHaue U THI CO-
BceM 1morub, u morubsia Poccus. Obelraenis Jx
TEI MHE 3TO, 00OelllaenIb JIH?

— Jla! — exBa CyBIITHO BBITOBOpHII IleTp, yiia-
Jlasi Ha KOJIeHU Iiepe] cecTpoi. OHa II0JI0XKUJIA
CBOM PYKH Ha ero roJIOBY U 3amMoJiyasa. TuinmHa
BOIlapHjach B KOMHAaTe, TOJIBbKO PBIZAHUS IIPU-
CYTCTBOBaBIIUX II0 BpeMeHaM ee HapyIIaJw.
[Tpo1rio HeCKOJILKO MUHYT. Bapyr HaTanbsa Ipu-
IIO/IHAJIaCh, yCTpeMuiia OJiecTAIHe IjIa3a CBOU B
IIPOCTPAHCTBO Ilepes cO00X0 M 3aroBOpHMJIA YTO-
TO CKOPO, CKOPO, ¥ HUKTO He MOT IIOHATH CJIOB
ee: OHa YK II0Tepsijla CO3HaHUe, OHA Openuia. 3a
IIoCJIeJHer BCIIBIIIIKOM SHEPTUU HACTYIIMJIO II0JI-
Hoe Geccuirie. OHa CHOBA yIiajla Ha IIOLYIIKY U



oCTaJIach HeIIOABMI)KHA; ee I'yOBI BCe UTO-TO IIIell-
Tajk, HO He OBLJIO 3BYKOB. MIlepaTop Apo>Kas
BCceM TesoM. EMy cTpalllHO OBLIO IVIAZeTh Ha
CecTpy, ¥ B TO ’Ke BpeMs OH He MOI OT Hee OTO-
pBaTbcd. Ero riasa Taxk 4 TAHYJIO K HeH, Tak U
IIPUKOBBIBAJIO.

bapon OcrepmaH u Enusasera, B cie3ax, To-
’Ke e[JBa BEIHOCWJIU 3peJItIlle ITOU arOHUU. YMU-
paBmiag TO cgabo CTOHaJa, TO 3aTHUXajJa Ha
HEeCKOJILKO MHHYT, TO BJPYT OIIATH IIOPHLIBaIach
IIPUIIOTHATHECA U He MOIJIa, TO HauMHaja TOBO-
PUTH 4TO-TO OpaTy, ImoA3kiBaia K cebe OcTepma-
Ha, TO 3a0pIBajla UX BCeX, BO3Bpaljajach B Ka-
KOM-TO MHOM MUp, OTKPBHIBABIIUICA IIepel Hel.
A Bpewms 1110: OBLI yoKe IIATHIN 4Yac, IIpUOJIVDKa-
JIoCh yTpo. BoT HaTasbsa yCIOKoMIack. Ee IIOPEI-
BUCTOE JbIXaHHe CTasIo poBHee. OHa elre pas 06-
paThiIack K 6paTy U cKasaja eMy CIa0bIM IIello-
TOM:

— IleTpy1ia, He IJIayb, 1 3Hal0, MBI paccTaeM-
Cs HeHajzo/ro. Mbl CBUAMMCA CKOPO, CKOPO... 10
CBUJaHUA!..

OHa cabo IIpUIIOAHSIA PYKY M TYT JKe ee
OIlyCTWJIa W B3[porHysja. Ee rjlasa 0CTaHOBHU-
JIUCh. IleTp HaKJIOHUWIICA K Hel OJIrKe, 0XBATHII



ee TOJIOBY U BAPYT OTIIATHYJICA C HCKA3UBIIIUMCSI
JIUIIOM, B CTPAIIIHOM y’Kace.

— YMepJsa, — KpPUKHYJI OH, — yMepJja!l — u,
3alraTaBIIHNCh, 6e3 UyBCTB yIlajl Ha I10JI.

B 3Ty MUHYTY IBeph B KOMHATy OTBOPHJIACH
U Ha IIopore II0Kasajaach He6oJibllas coroeHHas
¢urypa B dyepHOoM. OHa OBICTPO IOIJIgZesIa Ha
BCeX, YBHJieJla UMIIlepaTopa Ha II0Jy, a HaJl HUM
OctepMmaHa u EnmsaBeTy, IOAOIILIA K KPOBATH
[JapeBHEI, JOTPOHYJIACh PYKOIO 10 €€ HEeIIOBHX-
HOrO, XO0JIOZEBIIIero JIKIlA, OIYCTHJIAaCh Ha KoJIe-
HU U CTajla MOJIUTHLCA. IIpOoIIo HeCKOJIBKO MU-
HYT, Ipexkae yeM OcTepMaH U IjecapeBHa o0pa-
TUJIN Ha Hee BHUMaHHe. OHa BCe CTOSIa U MO-
Juack. Tuxue ciesbl Kallajad U3 ee IJ1a3 U naja-
JIX Ha MepTBLIe, X0JI0AHbIe pyku Hataabu. Ho
BOT OHAa IIOAHAJIACH C KOJIEH, OHA B3IJIAHYJIA Ha
Ocrepmana u EsnsaBeTy. 31002 U HEHaBUCTh
6JiecHyJIM B IJla3aX ee U CKPUBWJINCH OJiefHbIe
cTapueckye ryosl... Kpenko ymmpasch 0ZHOI0 pPy-
KOIO Ha II0COX, OHa BBITSHYJIA Ilepef; c00010, KaK
OYATO BCeX OT Cebs1 OTCTPaHss.

— U K yMHUparlIel He I103BaJId, MEPTBYIO YK
3acrasal — IporoBopuia crapas Iapuia EBJO-
kug defopoBHA U MeJJIEHHO BBIILIA U3 KOMHa-



TBL.

Ha gpyroe yTpo ycoIlasd IlapeBHa YK JIeKa-
Jla B rpo6y. Hapopg, forrycKasics IIOKJIOHUTBCI ee
TeJly. BeluKuii 1iau CTosyl B TPaypHOU KOMHa-
Te. [I;1akayu IIOYTH BCe, KTO HU IIPUXOIUJI CIO/a,
U IUIaKaJd HEeIIPUTBOPHO, He II0 OZHOMY 3aBe-
IeHHOMY O00BbIYal0 ILIaKaTh HaJ, IOKOMHHUKOM:
BCe JIIOOMJ/IU YCOIIIYIO IJapeBHY, BCe JKaJjleau 00
ee 6e3BpeMeHHOU CMepPTH, B OJJUH I'0JIOC TBEP/IH-
JIY, YTO aHreJ BO IUIOTH 6bLIa IjapeBHa. HUKTO
OYPHOIO CJI0Ba OT Hee He CJIBIXWBAJ, CO BCEMH
ObIBajsIa JIaCKOBA, BCeX Japuja IIPUBETOM U

YJIBIOKOIO.
«Kak 11BeTOYeK IIpeKpaCHBIM CHsa OHa Ha
COJIHBIIIIKE U 3aBsjla KaK I[BeTOYeK», — TaK I0BO-

PHJIM MOCKOBCKHE KUTeNH. /la U peuH OIIMPKHUX
IPUIBOPHLIX ¥ CAHOBHUKOB Maji0 YeM OTJ/INYa-
JIUCH OT peuel 3THUX. Bce, Kak ecThb Bce, »KaJeJau
napeBHy. OcTepMaH C JKEHOI COBCeM OBLIU
HeyTelllHbl, BeChb JeHb HaB3PhIJ ILIaKaIH; Iieca-
peBHa EyrisaBeTa TOKe He ocylrrasa ryias. 06 uMm-
IepaTope ¥ TOBOPUTHL HeUero, OH BeCh JIeHb Me-
TaJICI B CTPAIIHOM OTYasgHWM, He 3aCHYJI HU Ha
MUHYTY, MAKOBOM POCHHKHU y HETr0 BO PTY He Obl-
JIO, HUYeM HeJlb3s ObLIIO eT0 YCIIOKOUTh. B oquH



ZleHb OH CTPAIITHO M3MEHHUJICS: BCE JIUII0 OT FOPb-
KHX CJIe3 OIIyXJIO, APo’Kajsl OH BCeM TeJIOM, HHO-
I7a fa>ke 6opMoTasl HecBsAsHbIe ¢passl. Ero exsa
yBeJIM U3 KOMHATEl yMepIILeH CeCTPhI, HO OH Ya-
CTO TyJa Bo3Bpalaicsd. IIpuaer, B3IJITHET B JIH-
I10 ee M C JUKHUM KPHKOM H PBIJAaHBIMH OIIATH
0eXXUT IIpOYb, U OIIATH BO3BpAlllaeTcs, U OIATH
KPHUYUT MU IUIaYeT — IIPOCTO He 3HAaJIH, YTO C
HUM [1eJ1aTh.

BeuepoM, Korza y>ke IlepecTad IIyCKaTh Ha-
POZ BO JBOpel], ¥ KOMHATa, Ifle CTOsI I'P0b, CO-
BceM omycresaa. IleTp cHOBa IIOAOIIES K TeIy
cecTpel. Bce 6B1I0 THXO0, TOJIBKO MEPHO paszaBa-
JIOCH UTeHHe IICAITHPS HaJ, IIOKOMHHIleH. OHa
Jlekasla BCAd B 6esIOM, HAIIOJIOBUHY IIPUKpPBITas
JparoleHHoM Iapuero. FIMiepaTop CMOTpes Ha
Hee M YK He IUIaKal: OH, Ka’KeTCsl, BBIIJIaKaJl
BCe CBOHM cjIe3bl. OH He MeTaJICsd, He KpuyaJ, HO
elfe 6ojiee CTpAIIHBIM KasasCsd B 3TOM IIPUTUX-
e ckop6u. OH IJIsgfiesl Ha CeCTPy COBCeM II0YUTH
0e3yMHBIMM, IIOMYTHUBIIMMMHCA IJ1a3aMu. Elne
TaK HelJaBHO OHa MOIJIa B3IJISHYTH Ha HET0, MOI-
Jla eMy yJIpl6aThCs, U BOT HEIIO[BIIKHA, IJ1a3a ee
3akpeITel. O! Kak oHa uM3MeHMJIach, KakK Xyjna
OHa, KaK IIp0o3payHa, roryoble YKUJIKU BUIHEI, HO



THUXO0 U CIIOKOMHO JUI0 ee. OH BCe CMOTPUT, U
BOT eMy Ka’KeTCsl, UTO OHa HAYUHAET THUXO VJIbI-
6aTbcs. Ho Het! HeT, aTa ysipi6Ka HEIOABMKHA, C
9TOM yJBIOKOM OHa 3acHyJa, 3Ta yJbIOKa OCTa-
Jlach Ha juIe ee. ¥ BCIIOMHMIOCH eMY, KaK, YMU-
pas, B IIOCJIeJHIOI0 MHUHYTY OHAa IIEIHYyJa, YTO
pasjyka UX HEHaJ0JIT0, UTO OH CKOPO OyeT C
Hero. «O, Korga OBL..— JOyMaeT HUMIIepaTop. —
3aueM MHe >KUTL? He xouy! Huuero MHe He Ha-
[0, TOJILKO ObI C Hel0..»U OIIATH CTpalIHO eMy
CTAaHOBUTCS, U OIIITh OH BUHUT Cebs B ee CMep-
THU: OH TaK ee MYYWJI CBOUM [AyPHBIM IIOBeJIe-
HBEM, OHa TaK 3a Hero CTpazasia, Tak ILIaKaJa,
OH BCeMy BHWHOI0. Begb BOT ellle HeJgaBHO IIPO-
CWJjla OHA ero He exaThb Ha OXOTY, OCTaThCA B
MockBe, 3aHATHCA [ejlaMU, aKKypaTHO IIOCe-
maTh cobpaHus BepxoBHoro CoBeTa, ¥ OH Jake
obelriay e, HO He HCIIOJHHJI CBOEro 00eIaHus,
Ha Jpyroi ’Ke JeHb I10eXajl Ha 0X0TY U He BUJeN
ee /Be Hexesu. boke! /la pa3Be BO3MOJKHO 3TO,
OH, TOYHO, U3Bepr Kakou ObLI ¢ Hero!.. Ecu 6
BO3MO>KHO OBLJIO BEPHYTh, OT BCETO OBl OTKa3aJl-
cs1 OH, TOJILKO OBl OLITH C HEI0, TOJBKO ObI CJIBI-
11aTh ee T0JIOC, TOJIBKO ObI BUZIETH ee YJIBIOKY...

— Haramra, goporas, IleBeJLHUCH, OYHHCH,



CKa)kU CJI0BO, Bce 1 Tebs OyneT, Bce s 6poury!
Kaknyro MUHYTOUKY OyAy CIIpallliBaTh, Yero ThI
X0yelllb, U 6y/Iy TOJBKO TO JeJIaTh, YTO ThI IIOCO-
BeTyelllb. HaTaleHbKa, rory6uuk Moit! Ho oHa
He CJIBIIINUT, OHA He CJIBIIINT!

OHa mpocuiia ero, ymupas, IIoaymarThb o cebe,
HayaTh HOBYIO >KU3Hb. IlociiefHee CJIOBO ee OBbI-
JIO, UTOOBI OH yexXay U3 MOCKBEI OIIdTh B IleTep-
oypr. OH obGemrarn eii. OH yemeT... [la U pasBe
MO>KHO TeIlepb OCTaBaThCid B MOCKBe, pa3Be 0y-
IeT OH B COCTOSHUU BUJETH 3TOT IOPOJ, BUIETH
3TOT JIOM, I'le ObLIa OHA, W I/e ee OOJIbIIIE HeT.
KoHeuHo, 0H yeneT... OH COBCeM M3MEHUTCH, ero
He y3HaloT. [IyCcTb OHa OTTYAQ, C Heba, IJIAAUT Ha
Hero ¥ oCTaHeTCa UM A0BOJIBHA. IIyCcTh OHa IIpo-
CTHUT €ro, IIyCTh TOJIBKO IPOCTUT! /la, OH HCIIOJI-
HUT BCe ee IIPOCHLOBI, BCe ee jKeJaHUud U II0TOM
OyzmeT >KIaTh, KOIjla HaCTYIIUT CBUJaHUe, KOIJa
UCIIOJIHUTCS ee obelllaHUe, KOTJa OH YHZIeT 3a
HeI0 U K Hel...

ITocsie IIOXOPOH BEJIMKOM KHSDKHBI HMMIIEpa-
TOp Ilepeexasl B KpeMJIeBCKHU ABopel. OH He
MOT O0CTaBaThCI B TOM JOMe, IJle BCe HaIlOMHHa-
JI0O eMy CTpallHyr yrpary. Ho BMecTe ¢ HUM He
Iepeexasa IjecapeBHa Ennsasera.



XVI

A TaM, JajJeKo, 3a THICAYU BepcT OT MOCKBHI,
3a TBICIYHU BEPCT OT BCEX BOJTHEHUU MOCKOB-
CKHUX, TUIIIMHA BeJIMKas CTOosJIa HaJl HeOOIbIINM
OCTPOBOM, Ob6pasyeMoM pekaMu CocBOX U Bo-
ryskor. KpyroMm ctpaHa [uKas: TOpbl Ha COTHH
BepCT TAHYTCH, jeca 6eckoHeuHble. Ha ocTpoBe
ropook — bepesos.

YV camoro Gepera CoCBEI, IZie ellle HeJaBHO IIy-
CTBIPb OBLJI, BHIPOC BAPYT MaJIeHbKUU JOMUK B
YeThIpe KOMHATHI U C YaCOBEHKOM. /[JOMHK 3TOT
TOCTPOUJI IIOYTH BECh CBOMMHU PyKaMU CBeTJIeMH-
IIUY KHA3b AjleKcaHap /laHMI0BUY MeHIIUKOB.
B omHOM KOMHATKe IIOMECTHJIUCh KHSKHEI, B
IPYTrOU — KHA3BL C CBIHOM; B TpPeTheil — IIPUCILY-
ra; yeTBepTas KOMHaTa OTBe/leHa ObLIa 10/ KJIa-
IOBYIO. A rie kHATHHA [apbsa MuxaiiosHa? e
ee rmoMecTuIn? /lajeko oHa. JIeKUT OHA B MOTHU-
Jie, B cesle VcioHe, 6113 KasaHu, Ha Gepery peku
Bosiru. He BhIHecsIa [JOPOTH, a IyIe — BCAKUX
MYK AYyIIEeBHBIX U OCKOpOieHUU GefnHas Japbs
MuxarioBHa. CTpalliHasg ObLia zopora B Bepe-
30B. Uero TOJILKO He HaTepIleJMch MeHIITUKOBEL.
Korma BbIIIes UM IpHUKa3 OCTaBUTh PaHeHOyPT,



OHU BbleXaJll B POT0OKHOM KHUOWUTKe U B JBYX
IIPOCTHIX TeseraX. He mmpoexany U BOCbMU BepCT
oT PaneH6ypra, kKak MeJIbI'yHOB, KallUTaH I'Bap-
IUH, KOTOPOMY IIOPy4YeHO ObLIO Ha6JI0AATh 3a
CCHLIBHBIMMY, HarHaJI UX C BOEHHOM KOMaHI0M U
BCel0 OBIBIIIEI0 KHSDKECKOM JABOpPHeM. 'p03HO U C
OpaHbI0 IIPHUKasajl OH MeHIIIMKOBBIM BBIUTH U3
0BO3KHU. CoJiaThl U JABOPHS CTaJM BBHIOPACHI-
BaTh Ha JOPOIYy KHSDKECKHUEe I0KUTKU. MeJbry-
HOB 00BIBUWJI, UTO II0 IIpHKa3y BepxoBHoro Tau-
Horo CoBeTa, OH JIOJDKEH OCMOTpPETh, HE B3I
JI1 MeHIIIMKOBBI Yero JIMIIIHEro IPOTHUB OIIHCH,
U paj OH OBLT I10Ka3aTh BJIACTH CBOI0 M3/[eBATh-
Ci HaJ BUEpAIIHUM BJIACTEJIMHOM 3eMJIH PYC-
CKOI. Bce 0TO6pas 0H, YTO TOJILKO MO>KHO OBLIO.
MoJtomo¥ KHA3L AJieKcaHAp AJIeKCaHIPOBUY
B3siJI OBLJIO C COO0H HECKOJIBKO MEJIKUX BEIIH-
YeK, IIaThd Iaphl TPU 3allacHOTO, [JIS 3aHATHHA
UH)KeHepHble UHCTPYMEHTEHI, 3epKajblle, TPHU
rpebeHKH, ¢ TabakoM >XKeCTAHKY. CoBceM ellle
MaJIbUMK ObLI KHA3b AJIEKCAaHAP, HO U eT0 He II0-
’Kajiesl MeJIbTYHOB — BCe 3TO Y Hero OTHSI. 3a-
MeTWI, UTO V HHOIIKW KapMaH OTTOIIBIPUJICS: —
«3H, 4YTO 3TO y TebsS B KapMaHe, CKasblBau?» Co
ce3aMU  Hey[ep>KUMBIMU CTall IIPUKUMaTh



KHA3b AJIeKCaHZp K cebe TO, UTO ObLIO Y HEro B
KapMaHe, YK OYeHBb BBIIATh He X0Tesoch. Ho
MeJIbI'YHOB CHJIOM OTHSUL. 9TO OBLI MaJleHbKUU
MelIlloYeK C IIoJyllleyKaMU Ha /Ba py6ss. O6pa-
TUJICA 3aTeM MeJIbIYHOB M K KHSDKHaM. Y HUX
Belllel OBIJI0 HEMHOTIO, TOJIBKO KOe-4yTO IS pa-
60T ¥ pyKOZeul, 1a TellJIble ellaHeyKH, 111aI104-
KU, 100KHY, UyJIKHU.

— IJTO ellle Ha YTO0? — KPHKHYJ MeJbLIyHOB.
U cosmaThl Bce oTo6pasu. IIIBEIpHYIN CYHAYK C
TeJIeTH IIP0Yb, IIOCHIIIAIUCh JIEHTHI, HUTKH, JIOC-
KYTKH pasHbIX MaTepUi.

AJexcaHpgpa AJIeKCaHAPOBHA He yhepsKajlach
U 3aIIakasia 0T OCKOpPOJIEeHUH, a COJIaThl CTalIu
CMesThCs, IlepebpachlBaTh APYT APYLY C HEIpHU-
JIMYHBIMU INyTKaMH ee JIeHTOYKU. OWH CTaja
HaIsIUBaTh Ha cebs ee KOPTOUKY. AJIeKCaH/P
JaHuioBUY U Japbd MUxalioBHa 3aKpPLUINCEH B
CBOeM KHOUTKe poroykeu, 4Tob6 He BUJIETH 3TOTO
osopa. /lojro Iej OCMOTpP, HaKOHeI] HeCcuacT-
HBIX oTnyctuiad. Ha Mapese AJieKCaHApPOBHE
OCTaBWJIM TOJIBKO TaQTIHYIO 3eJIeHyI HOKY,
IITOQHBIN YepHBIN KapTaH U OesbIM KOpCeT, Ha
roJioBe OeJIbIH aTJIaCHBIM YeIUUK, a IS 3hMHe-
IO BpeMeHM 3ejleHYH TadTaHyro IIyoKy. Ha



MJIaJIel KHSDKHe OCTaBWIH 3eJIeHYI0 TadTs-
HYI0 00Ky, 6eJIbIi IITOQHBIN IToAIUIappPOK U Ta-
KYI0 7Ke, KaK y CeCTphI, IITyOKY ¥ Ha I'0JI0Be TaKOU
’Ke OeJIbIN aT/IaCHBIN YeITUUK.

Bea pyxiaab gOMalllHASA KHs3ed MeHIIHKO-
BBIX COCTOSJIO M3 [IBYX JIOIIATOK, KOTJIA C KPBILII-
KOI0, TpeX KaCTPIoJIb MeHBIX, IBeHaIIaTU Tape-
JIOK OJIOBIHHBIX, J1a TPeX TPeHOT >KeJsie3HBLIX. He
JaJId UM HU HO>Ka, HYU BUJIKY, HU JIOXKKU.

W moexanu pasblile MeHIIIHKOBEI, W BCIOZY,
I7ie HU IIpoe3yKaii OHU, Hapo/ TOJIIIaMH CXO/IHI-
Cd IJIIleTh Ha HUX, KpU4yaJ UM BCJIel], II0Ka3bl-
BaJl ITaJIbIIaMU U ILJIEBaJICH.

BoT noxopoHuIu 6egHyI0 Japbi0 MUXanlioB-
HY, BOT V2K U CUOUpPE 1aBHO; B T060JILCK IIpHexa-
J. EIyT MHUMO CCBHUIBHBIX, UTO Ha Z0pore pabo-
TalT. OOWH K3 CCHUIBHBIX IIO0MpaeTcs OJIrKe
K TeJlere, Ile CUAAT KHsDKHBI. OHM CMOTPAT Ha
Hero ¥ COBCeM He ITIOHMMAKT, YeTr0 OH OT HUX XO-
deT. OH HarHyJicd, HabpaJs B TOPCTh KOM I'PSASU U
KUHYJI ero IIPsIMO B JIUII0 KHSOKHAM.

— BoT Ha X Tebe, AseKkcaHp JlaHUIbIY, — 3a-
KpH4YaJI OH CTapoOMy KHS3I0, — BOT TBOHUM JeT-
KaM OT MeHs IOCTHHeIl. YIIpSATaJ Thl MeHs CHO-
Ila, — Ha K Tebe! BcTpeTHICcI-TaKU € TOO010, CJIa-



Ba Te, ['ocriomu!

3aTpsccd cTapblii MeHIIHUKOB, II06JIefHel,
KaK II0JIOTHO, ¥ TOPBKO 3aIlIaKaJl.

— bo)xe Moi! — mpoirenTtaga OH U KPUKHYJI
CCBUILHOMY. — B MeHs Gpocaii, B MeHs Opocaii,
HM3BEpPr, a He B 3THUX JeTel HeCYaCTHBIX, HU B
JeM OHHU Ilepesi TO60M He BUHOBATHI!

BoT kakoll myTh OB KHSDKECKOMY CeMeit-
CTBY. /lHd He IpoxXoAuyio 6e3 TOPHLKUX OOHUL,
HeCHOCHBIX 0CKOPOJIeHHUIA.

B bepe3oBe ITOMeCTH/IM HUX CHavajla B OCTPOTL,
HO CKOPO II0CITeJI MaJIEHbKHUH TOMHUK. AJIeKCaH/P
JlaHUJIOBUY BCe JHU HaJl HUM paboTaJl, TOJIbKO B
3TOH paboTe U 3a0BIBaJI CBOI0 TOCKY, CBOM MYKH
HeBBIHOCUMEBIe. ITocIies JOMUK, IlepebpaIuch TY-
Ia MeHIMUKOBEI. KHsDKHa Mapbsa AJleKCaHIPOB-
Ha NPUHATIACH X03IMHUYATE C TPeMsI KaCTPHOJIS-
MH MeAHBIMHU. CTpalllHas >KU3Hb Havasach, JHHU
TOMUTEJIbHBIE: 3MMa IIPHIILIA JII0Tas, JHI II0UTH
COBCEM HeTy, TbMa KpOMeIlIHas, TUIITHHA HeBO3-
MyTHMas. 3aTOIAT KHDKHBI OTOHEK B MaJIeHb-
KOM KOMHAaTKe, IIOJACAAYT K OTIly H3MY4YeHHOMY,
C KaXAbIM JHeM caberoleMy, U YUTAIT eMy
KHUTH CBAIIleHHBIE, & OH pacCKasbIBaeT UM CBOe
mnporuaoe. IToouepefHO [IeTH 3alMCBIBAIOT €r0



pacckasel, ¥ TakK UAYT OHU, HeJeau, IIPOXOSUT
MecsIl — OPYIOo.

BOT cUdT OHU Kak-TO, & BOKPYT JOMUKA BCe
Ta ’Ke ThMa HeIIpOIJIHAs; CJBIIIHO OBLIO, KaK
3aBbIBaeT MeTeJINIIa, Apebes3’KUT 0T Hee MaJleHb-
KOe OKOIIKO. BAapyr cTyk B 1Bepb. «KTO OBI 9TO
Mor ObITH? Yac TakKOW HO3MHHI». B3nporHysiu
BCe MeHIIIMKOBEI: «HEY>KTO HOBOEe rope, HeY>XTO
U TYT He OCTaBAT UX B II0Koe? Mo)KeT OBITH, Ha
Ka3Hb ellle IIOBJIEKYT, 0, boke, XOTh OBl YK II0-
ckopee!..» IIpurogHsacsa ObLJIO CO CBOETO CTyJIa
LepeBSIHHOI0, UM JKe CaMUM U C[eJIaHHOIO,
AstexcaHap [JaHWIIOBUY, IPUIIOLHSAJICA, 1A IIO-
IIaTHYJICA U OIIAThH CeJl Ha MeCTO: HOT'Y He IT0CJIY-
I1aJIUCh.

JApoXKaluMuy pyKaMU OTIIepJia OBepb KHIK-
Ha Mapbs AjleKCaHApPOBHA, OTIIEpJa, M PYKH Y
Hee ONYCTWJIMCEH: IIlepe] Hen MYXYMHA MOJIO-
IIOH, B TEIUIYI0 IIIy0y BBepX IIE€PCTHI0 3aKyTaH-
HBIY, BeCh B HHee. Ho pasoM cMeKHyJ/Ia KHSDKHA
HecYacTHas, YTO He3IeIlllHUM 3TO YesloBeK. «TakK,
BHU/HO, U eCTh, BUJIHO, OTTYJa, U3 Poccuwy, IIpu-
CJIaH HaM Ha norubessn!..»

— AJlb He y3Ha/IU? — pasfgajci MOJIOLON U
PaZoCTHRIN TOJIOC Bolenirero. — /la He OUBO,



KaK U y3HaTb-TO?!

OH cTasl CHUMaTh C cebs1 MeXOBYIO OZexXIy,
IIanKy OOJIBIITYI0 CHSJI C Ce0sl, U KHI3b AJIeK-
ca”H/p [JaHWJIOBHUY U BCe IeTH er0 pa3oM BCILIeC-
HYJI pYKaMHU.

— Boxxe wmoii! demop Bacuabuy, KaKUMH
cyabb6amMu? OTKymoBa?

— 13 MOCKBEI IIPIMEXO0HEBKO.

— Taxk 310 Tebs1, Tebs TBOU POAUYHU IIPUCIATIU
00BIBUTH MHE IIPUTOBOP CMEPTHBIN? — IIPOTO-
BopmI AsekcaHap /laHUIIOBUY.

— HeT, TBI omrmbcsi, KHI3b! — THUXHUM H IIe-
YaJIbHBEIM I'0JIOCOM 0TBeuas Penop BacuibeBuUY
JloJITopyKuii, ChIH KHA3A Bacwiua Jlykuda, —
omu6cs ThI, AseKcaHap JaHWIbIY, ec1u 6 oTer
POIHOM! IeHEb IIeJIbIM Ha KOJIEHSIX CTOSI IIepeno
MHOI0, YMOJISLI OB YYUHUTH Tebe KaKyr-HUOYIb
obupy, CJIOBOM OJHUM He 00ujeJ OBl 5, 1a U Te-
epb MeHs caMoro Obl, Ka)keTCs, Ha Ka3Hb I10Be-
JIY, ecsiv 6 y3HaJI KTO, UTO 4 371eCh, B bepe3ose.

— YT0 X BCe 3T0 3HAYUT? — CIIPOCUIHN Pa3oM
BCe, HUUero He II0OHUMasd.

— A BOT, aliTe 060TpeThCH, JalTe IIPUNUTH B
ce6s1 — BCe pacCKaky I10 IIOPSIAKY.

KHSKHEI IIOCIIeIMIN BOIBI COIPeTh, CBAPUTh



4TO-HUOY/b [IJI1 HEOXKHUIAaHHOIO TOCTH, a OH TeM
BpeMeHeM pasIyIgblBaJl UX U efBa OT CJIe3 MOT
yIepsxaTbcs, CMOTPA Ha Mapbio AJleKCaHIPOBHY.

VIcKpeHHO II0ropeBaJl OH 0 KOHUMHE N06poH
Japbyu MUXaMJI0OBHEI, Itepefaa AsekcaHnpy /Ja-
HUJIOBHYY BCe, UTO 3HaJ O [ejlaX MOCKOBCKHX,
a Ipo cebs ellle HU CJIOBa! — He TOBOPUT Jja U
TOJIBKO, 3a4eM OTMaxaJl YeThbIpe TBHICAYU BepcT,
IIpuexas B 9TOT y»KacHBIN bepesos. H3-3a B3mopy
KaKOTIO CIO/ia He IIpHe/elllb.

Haxoseri, 1pucrajsyd K HeMy Bce MEeHIIIHKO-
BBL: TOBOPH, [1a TOBOPH, U OH Y>K He MOXKeT 60JIb-
Ille OTHEKHUBAThLCA. PackpacHesIoCh BCe JIUII0 ero
MOJIOZIOE, OIIYCTHJIMCH IYCThIe PEeCHHUIILI, IJIa3s
IOAHATE He MOXKeT HU Ha KOro, HeJIOBKO eMy,
CTpAIIIHO B YeM-TO CO3HATHCA.

— Jla He ToMH, Penop Bacuabu4, TOBOPH, pa-
o1 bora, He ckpbpiBayca. CTpalIHYI0 BeCTb Ka-
KyI0-HUOYIb, BUHO, ThI IIpPUBE3 C C00010, TaK He
JKaJIel Hac, KO BCeMY IIPUBBIK/IN, HUUEro YK Te-
Iepb, Ka’KUCh, He HUCIIyraeMcs, — FOBOPUT AJIEK-
ca”ap JaHUJIOBUY.

— MooxeT, 1 ¥ IIpyUBe3 CTPAIIHYI0 BeCTb, J1a
He U1 Bac, a Ajd cebsd. Ho y»K 6p1a HU OBLIA,
CAylIayTe, BCe C/yIIayWTe: BCIIOMHHU TBI, KHA3b



MOM MUJIOCTUBBIY, AsleKcaHp [JaHUIOBUY, BeIb
Hepezko 51 K BaM B [leTepOypre Xa>kusaJl, U KOJIA
Tl He OBLI JIACKOB, TaK JlacKaja MeHs aobpas
Japbsi MuxaijioBHa, IlapCTBUe eil HebeCHoe.
BcrioMHUTe, KHSDKHBI MO MUJIBbIE, He pas s ILIs-
caJl ¢ BAMH B BeceJsioe BpeMeuko. KHsDKHa AJIek-
caH/pa Oblia TOTZa ellle COBCeEM MaxXOHbKasd, TaK
s BCce OoJibllle ¢ TO60I, Mapbsl AJleKCaHAPOBHA,
ObITH cTapaJjicd. M He JapoM 11 MeHs IIPOILIX
Te AHH. TBI-TO, MO’KeT, 1 BHUMaHUI HUKAKOIO
Ha MeHs He o6paTHiIa, a s C KaKAbIM pasoM Bce
boJiblle fa Gosibllle O Tebe Aymall, XOTes OBLIO
I10CBaTaThCd, /la 3HAJ, YTO TOJIKY U3 3TOTO He OY-
IeT.

Bce uM3yMJIeHHO M BHHMAaTeJBbHO CyIIaJIH
denmopa BacuiabeBUYa, a KHKHA, He OTPHIBAsCE,
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero CTPaHHBIMH, OCTaHOBUBIIIH-
MHCA I1asaMHy. B yivIle ee HU KPOBUHKHU He OBI-
Jio. OHa He ILIeBeJINIachk HU OJHUM YJI€HOM, TOY-
HO OKaMeHeJIa.

— /la, BUJeJI, UTO IIPOKY HUKAKOIO He OygeT.
CHagasio 3a Camery Te6s1 CrOBOPH/IM M IIOHSI
1, — 0X, TSDKKO ObLJIIO MHe! — IIOHSI 51, YTO MHUJI
Tebe aToT Carlera; Hy, ¥ yIIeJs, ¥ OCTaJIC B CTOPO-
He. [loToM cTajsia THI LJAPCKOM HeBecTOoH. HU 1y-



IIIe KUBOM He CKasasl g IIp0 Moe JIIOTOe rope, a
Y>K Tope OBLJIO TaKOe, YTO U BO CHe IIpeKkie MHe
He CHWJIOCH: [HA CIIOKOMHOIO He Bejasl, HOUU
HaIIpoJIeT He CIiaj, cje3 IIOTOKU BhIILIakas. Ho
BOT IIPHUIILJIO BAIlle BpeMs JII0TOe; BCe s 3HaJI, BCe
yysJI 3apaHee, fa YTO K B ToM? MHe M CJI0Ba-TO
CKa3aTh He JaBaJld — POT pasUHy, OTel] 3aKpHU-
YUT Ha MeHd: He TBOero yMa, TOBOPHUT, 3TO LeJIo!
Hy 1 Mosgas ce6e, TobK0O Myuucd. [IoToM, Kak
BblexaJiu Bbl U3 [leTepbypra, 1poboBas g 3a6BITh
Tebs1, Mapbs AJleKCaHPOBHA, BO BCe TsDKKUE IIy-
CTHJICA. JX, CTBILHO CKasaTh Jake, HO He II0TAalo,
YK IIBIHCTBOBATh Haydas, Ja TOIIHO MHE CTaJlo,
Oyllle IIpeTH/a Takas >KU3Hb. BpoCHJ I BHHO,
Opocu 6ecIryTcTBa BCe, a TOCKA He IIPOXOJUT,
YK IIOUTH YTO HAsIBY THI CTajla MHE MepeIuTh-
Cs1, KHsDKHA MOS 30J10Tas. A BpeMd UJeT, B MOCK-
By IlepeexaJsiy, TaM MHe ellle TOrO TOIIIHee C/eJia-
JIOCh. BOT CJIBIIITy: HA Bac HalacThk HoBasg, B CH-
O6upsb, B bepe3oB Bac CChLIAKOT, HY U He BEITEP-
nes. OTIIPOCHUJICA V OTIIA 3arpaHHUIly, B3sJI IIacC-
IIOPT ¥ BOT, o, UMeHeM MiBaHa MMpPOHOBA, IIPO-
OpaJics 3a BaMHM CHO/Ia, — U 371eCh, KaK BUAUTE, U
OT Tebs Tellepb, KH43b AJIeKCaHZpP /laHMUIOBUUY,
oT Tebg, Mapbgd AJileKCaHAPOBHA, BCe CUACThe



MoOe 3aBUCUT. 3aX0TUTe — IIOTYOUTE OJHUM CJIO-
BOM, OJHUM JKe CJIOBOM CUHACTIUBLIM YeJI0BEKOM
cIeJsiaeTe...

AjtexcaHap /JlaHUJIBIY YK JaBHO CHUZEJI, OIIY-
CTUB TOJIOBY Ha PYKH, U THUXWe CJe3bl CTeKaJau
o mexaMm ero. KasokHa AstekcaHpa AJIeKCaH-
IPOBHA C 6paToOM TOXKe IUIaKaJd, ogHa Mapbs
AJlekcaHIpOBHA BCe II0 — IIpe)XKHeEMY, HeIIO-
IBIDJKHO, HEe MUTasl, CMOTpeJia Ha MOJIOLOro /1oJI-
TOPYKOTr0. BaApyT OHa IIOPBIBHCTO BCTAJIA C MECTa,
cAesajia K HEMY HeCKOJIbKO I1aroB U BCILJIECHYJIA
pyKamu.

— Boxe Mo, boyke, HallleJsica 4YeJIOBEK, Ha-
Iresicd, He Bce elrje ocTaBuiu! Ellle He BCe KOH-
YyeHo!..

Ona 6e3yMHO 3apbljaja, 3alaTaugach U, IIoTe-
PpsB CO3HaHNe, yIiajaa Ha II0JL.

JloJITOpyKUi, cecTpa U 6paT KUHYJIUCH K HEH,
HO JI0JITO He MOIJIU IIPUBECTHU ee B YyBCTBO.

Koe-kaxk 1octsiasiv TOCTIO II0CTEJIb, CIIATH YJIO-
JKWJIW, HO HUKTO BO BCI0 HOYUb He COMKHYJI IJIa3
B MaJIeHbKOM AoMe MeHInukoBa. KHsoKHa Ma-
prA AJleKCaHAPOBHA BCe CTOsIa Ha KOJIEHAX Ile-
pen UKOHOM U ropsgyo MOJIMJIAch, U ILIaKaja, u
MeTajlach — CTpaHHOe UTO-TO, HeIIOCTIDKUMOE C



Hel TBOpPHUJIOCh. Ha ApyroM JeHb OHA BBIILIA K
KHA310 Penopy BacuibeBHuy, 0OHs/Ia €ro 3a
11er0 06erMMHU pyKaMH, IIpHyKaJjiach TOJIOBOI €My
Ha IPyIb, prlfasia ¥ CKBO3b PBITAHUA IleIrTajia
eMy:

— l'osty64uK, 30JI0TOM THI MOM, UyZ0 BEJIMKOE
COTBOPMJI THI HAIO MHOIO!.. OXKecTOUMIOCH CO-
BCeM CepZlie Moe, COKPYIIMJIO MeHs Iope JIITOe.
ToJIBKO CMepPTH OLHOM ’KIaja s U jKeJlaja, 3Ha-
JIa, YTO JIFOAU BCe OT MeHs OTBEPHYJINCH, 3HAJIA,
4TO BCe He JII0OAT MeHs, IIPe3uparoT, HeHaBU-
IgaT... 1 cama 1 HUKOTO He JIFOOMJIa, caMa BceX
HeHaByzesna! Ho oT CJI0B TBOUX HEXIaHHEIX,
HerajlaHHblX, 0 KaKUX S BCH >XKU3Hb U IIOMBIC-
JIUTB-TO He CMeJia, pacTonmiIach, KaK BOCK, BCA
IyIlla MOSl. B MUT OQUH COBCEM [IPYIOX THI MeHs
clies1asl, cama He y3Harw ce6s1. CHoOBa KUTh XOUeT-
Csl, 1 9TO MECTO y>KaCHOe, 3Ta KU3Hb 0e3pajioCT-
Has CYyaCTbeM HeOeCHBIM Ka)KyTCs, BOT UTO ThI
CO MHOIO cresail..

OH He oTBeuas eii HU cjoBa. OH IJIAfes Ha
Hee U He MOT HaIJAAeThCsd, TOJAbKO MOJTYaIUBEI-
MU JIACKAMHU CUJIWJICH YCIIOKOUTH ee BOJIHEHUE,
HO OHAa He YCIIOKOWJIaCh, OHA pPhIajia BCe IPOM-
4Ye, ¥ BCe CTpacTHee, BCe ropsgyee JIMIUCHL CJI0OBA



ee.

— HeHarsifiHBIM MOM, B OZHY HOYb 3Ty TaK
Tebs s I006uIa, KaK He JII0OMIa HUKOTO elle
B JKH3HY, [la JyMaJja, 4TO U JIOOUTh He CyMEK.
Kpaire TeI MHe Tellepb COJIHIIA HebGeCHOro! JIro-
Thle MyKU IIPUHATH 3a Tebsa rorosa! He oTiyiny
Tebs Tellepb OT cebsl, )KU3Hb ThI MOSI, CHaCThe ThI
Mmoe!

Hukorpga eie, B caMble sICHbIe JHU BeJINYUs
MeHIIIMKOBBIX, He OBLJI0 TAKOM PafiloCTH B UX [I0-
Me, KaK Tellepb, B KpOIIIEYHOM, CaMOJeJIbHOM
noMuke Ha 6epery CocBbl. CTapUK TO U [[eJI0, UTO
II0IlepeMeHHO 0OHMMaJI TO 104Yb, TO /[0JITOPYKO-
o, 6J1arocaaBJIA UX, IUIaKal HajZ, HUMHU U BCIIO-
MUHAJI KeHY CBOI0 IIOKOMHYIO: COKPYIIIAJICS, YTO
He JT0’KWJIa OHa JI0 TaKOM pasocTy. I10yCIIOKOUB-
IIIMCh HEMHOTIO, CTaJH AyMaThb U CYAUTH O TOM,
Kak CBajgb0y ycTpouTh. TpyAHO 3TO OBLIO, HO B
KOHIIe KOHII0B CyMeJl MOJIOZIOH JI0JITOPYKHUM YTIo-
BOPUTH CTaporo 6epe3oBCKOT0 CBAIeHHUKA, IIO0-
JapOK eMy cZeJiajl, CBOM 6apCoBBIM ILIAll 60ra-
TBIN 0TZaJI, 1 00BeHYasI UX TalHO CBAI[eHHUK.

HoBas ’XuU3Hb HaydajlaCb B MEHIINKOBCKOM
IoMe, He)KJJaHHOE, TUXO0€e CHacThe 3a0pasoch I10f,
TeCOBYI0 Kphllly. [Iporia 3suMa, JieTO HaCTYIIU-



JIO, JIETO KOPOTKOe fia >KapKoe: CUOMPCKOe JIETO.
U1 yacTo 3TUM J1eTOM 6epe30BCKUe KUTeJIN BHU/Ia-
JIL MOJIOZYI0 YeTy, COIJIaCHO Jia JIF0O0BHO I'YJISIB-
LIIyI0 II0 peuHOMy Gepery. HeysHaBaeMoii cTasa
Mapps AjleKCaHApPOBHA, JasKe BCe JIUII0 ee IIpe-
o0pasuioch. YIIa KyJa-TO IIpeXKHSAS 6e3’KU3-
HEHHOCTb, 3arOpeJIMCh IJla3a ee TeMHble, HeObl-
BaJIBIY pyMsHeIl Ha IlleKaX BCIIBIXWBAaJ: Ha IUBO
IIoxopolllesia OHa. B3I/ITHYB Ha Hee Tellephb, MO-
JKeT OBbITh, U IOHBIM MMIIEpaToOp He cKasasl 6wl
YTO AypHA OHA. BUAHO, U IIpe’k[e TOJILKO CYa-
CThs He[0CTaBaJIo, YTOOBI CHeslaTh ee IIpeJIecT-
Horo. OHa XOoAmIa IIOCTOTHHO B YePHOM ILJIATEE,
C OKJIaZIKOI0 U3 CepeOpstHOM GJIOH/BI. JTO ILIaThe
nomapui e Peop BacuibeBUY: IIpUBeE3 OH €TI0 C
coboxo.

Ho HeIlpof0/DKUTEIBHO OBLIO cYacThbe. 12 Ho-
a6ps 1729 roia TUX0, Ha pyKax JileTel, CKOHYaJICI
AnexkcaHap /laHUII0BUY. B IociefHUe JHU CBOe
JKHU3HHU OH TO U [eJiajl, UYTO MOJIMJICS, IIPOCUIL Y
Bora ce6e IpollieHMe, pacKauBaJICd HelUlleMep-
HO BO BCeX CTApBIX Irpexax CBOUX. C IIPOCBETJICH-
HOM YJIBIOKOM oTgas oH bory pyiry. A B 3TO Bpe-
Mg HOBasg KHATHHA /JloJropykas, Mapbsd AJIek-
CaHAPOBHA, TOTOBMJIACH CTAaTh MaTepPhIo. CMepTh



OTIIa Ha Hee CUJIBHO IIOJIeMCTBOBAJIA: OHA IIPeK-
IeBpeMEeHHO paspellniack OT OpeMeHU JIBONHS-
MU U 4yepes JeHb YMepJia; yMepJu U fAeTU. Tak u
IIOXOPOHUJIN ee B OJHOM MOTMJIe C HUMU. BrIIo
9TO 26 mexabps, U B 3TOT JleHb el MCIIOJTHUJIOCH
18 sieT oT popay.

Becmen 3a ee KOHUMHOU SIBUJICA TOHEI[ U3
Mockssl. Iletp II moceL1as AeTAIM MeHIIIHKOBa
BeCTh 00 UX cBOOO/IE, TO3BOJIEHHE UM KUTD B Jle-
peBHe. CIIHUINKOM II03JHO IIPHUIILIA 3Ta MUJIOCTH,
TOJMBKO AJieKcaH[pa AJIeKCaHIPOBHA [la FOHBIA
AJtekcaHap AJIEKCAaHAPOBHUY BOCIIOJIb30BAJIUCH
ero.

HeyTelrHbIN, COBCeM pacTepsHHBIN OT ropsd
BrIexaJ U3 bepe3oBa KHA3EL Pemop BacuiabeBuHUY,
U OIlyCTeJI NOMUK, IIOCTPOEHHBIN 3HAMEHUTHIM
JaHuieIyeM, ¥ JaBHO — JAaBHO CPaBHSIOCH U
CIJIaJUJIOCHh MECTO, IJle CTOSI OH, U HHUKTO BO
BCeU 3eMJIe PYCCKOM He 3HAJI TallHY II0CJIeHET0
rofa >KU3HU IIapCKOM HeBeCTHl, B CeMbe XPaHU-
JIU ee, He BBIIaBaJIU.

Jojryue rofpl IIPOLIJIM C TeX IIOpP, CTOJIeTHUe
I1eJI0e B BEUHOCTH KaHYJIO, ¥ TOJIBKO B 1825 rony,
30 urJd, y3HaJIU O TOM, UTO pacckKas’aHo 31ech
HaMH.



B bepe3oBe cTad MCKAaTh MOTUIY MEHIIIHKO-
Ba, CHayasja JOKOIIAJMCh [0 IBYX MaJIeHBKHX
IPOOUKOB, OOUTHIX CYKHOM aJbIM. PacKpbLIN
IpoOUKY, yBUIAMIU KOCTH MJIafieHIeB, ITOKPHI-
ThIe 3eJIeHBIM aTjIacoM, /ia [IBa II1eJIKOBBIX T'OJIOB-
HBIX BeHUHMKa. ITU I'POOMKHU CTOSIA Ha 60JIBIIIOM
rpo0y, cieJJaHHOM B BU/Je KOJIO/IbI U3 KeZpa, [IJIU-
HOIO OKOJIO TpeX apllinH, U 00UTOM TeM Ke aJIbIM
CYKHOM, C KpecTOM M3 cepeOpsHOrO II03yMeHTa
Ha KpBIIKe. CHAIU KPBIIIKY U YBUJIEIH JKEHIITH-
Hy, TIOKPBHITYI0 aTJIaCHBIM 3eJIeHBIM IIOKPBIBA-
JIoM. ITIOKpBIBaIO CO BCeX CTOPOH OBLIO IIO/JI0KeE-
HO II0[, IIOKOMHUITY, IIOTOMY, He TpeBOJKa ee, pas-
pesaJiu atjac rocepeguHe HOXKHUIAaMU. CTO JIeT
TOMY HasaJ I[IOXOpPOHeHHAas OKasajaCh II0YTH
CBeJKelo: JIMIT0 Oesioe C CHHeBaTOCTBIO; 3yOhI BCe
COXPaHWINCh; Ha T0JIOBE YeIlYUK U3 IIeIKOBOU
aJIol MaTepHuH, 1107, II0A00POIKOM IT0/BSI3aHHBIN
IIIeJIKOBOM JIEHTOM; Ha JIOy IIeJIKOBBIM BEHUUK,
nutappoK M3 TOHKOM IIIeJIKOBOM MaTepHUHU Kpac-
HOIO IIBeTa, Ha Horax 6allIMakKy C BBICOKHUMU
KabylyKkaM¥, KHU3Y CY>KUBaIOIUMUCH, IIepelKU
OCTPOKOHEUYHBIe U3 IIIeJIKOBOM MaxXpOBOM MarTe-
pun. Morujia ocTaBajach IeJIbIM JeHb OTKPBI-
TOI0O U K Beuepy JHUII0 Mapuu AjleKCaHIPOBHEI



COBepILIEHHO I10uepHesio. [po6 oIgaTh 3apblId B
3eMJIIO.

B Bepe3oBe coOXpaHUJIOCH ellfe OJHO BOCIIOMU-
HaHUe 0 IIapCKOM HeBecTe: B BocKpeceHCKOM Co-
6ope TaMOIIIHEM XPaHUTCI 30JI0TOM MeaJIbOH
TOHKOM paboThl, a BHYTPHU €r0 HAXOAUTCS CBUTAsA
B KOJIBIIO IIPSAAL CBETJIOPYCHIX BOJIOC. ITOT MeJa-
JIbOH IIOCTYIIMJI B II€PKOBB II0 CMePTH KHs3g Pe-
Iopa BacuibeBuua. bosibllle HYUero He HaIlOMU-
HaeT 0 Mapee AjieKcaHApoBHe. ECTE elle oguH
YTOJIOK 3eMJIH PYCCKOM, I7le YCIIOKOUIACh IpyTras
CTpajasunila, HecuacTHas Jlapbd MuxaiioBHa. B
cesie YcioHe, Ha BoJire, Bo3Jjie OMHUKA CEJILCKOTO
IbsgUKa pasBefleH MaJeHbKHUU CaK C OTOPOJOM.
Cpenu IOJBIHU W KpalUBBHI BUIHA CTapas Ha/l-
rpobHas IIMTa, ¥ Ha HeW COXpaHWIACh Haj-
IIHCh: «37lech IIorpe6eHo TesIo pabsl boxie /...»

IIpoigyT ellle TOABI, COTpeTCd CTapas Haf-
IIHCh, PACKOJIeTCs BApebe3TH WU YHIET B 3eM-
JII0, U COBCeM 3abyJeTci MOTUIBHBIN KaMeHb.
HCcTsIeroT U CBETIOPYCHIE BOJIOCHI B MeajIbOHe B
0epe3oBCKOM IIepKBH, HO Cyab0Oa HeCYaCTHOTO
CeMeMCTBa HaBeKU COXPAaHUTCA U B PYCCKOU HUC-
TOPHUHY, U B pacCKasax HAPOSHBIX KaK BeJUKHU
IpuMep TJIEHHOCTU 3eMHOI'0 BeJIMUMS U HaJexX[T



YeJIOBEYECKHX.



YUACTb TPETbS

Hponmo HEeCKOJIbKO MecCsdIleB CO JHSA CMepTH
BeJIMKOM KHsDKHBI Hartasnbu. IlepBoe BpeMs
HMIIepaTop He 3HaJ, KyZa [AeBaTbCd OT TOCKHU.
[IpubyyKeHHbIe K HEMY JIIOAU He Ha IIYTKY 605-
JIUCh 38 €r0 370pOBbe: OH II0UTH HUYEro He eJl,
3aIMpaJics y cebs 10 IeJIbIM JHAM, IIakasl. Ho B
ero Iro/ibl Tope He ObIBAaeT IIPOAOJDKUTENbHO. C
IIepBBEIMU BeCEHHUMU JHIMU YJIBIOKa CHOBA IIO-
sBUJIaCh Ha rybax ero, ¥ OH CHOBa BeJIeJI CHaps-
JKaTh OXOTY.

OcrepMaH HayaJl HAIIOMUHATEL €My O IIOCJIe[:-
HeM J>KeJIaHMHU IIOKOMHOM, 0 TaHHOM eH CJIOBe.
Co CBOMCTBEHHBIM €My KpacHopeuueM yOexxziall
ero CIIeIINUTh Ilepee3oM B IleTepOypr.

HMItepaTop MoJi4a CIyIlal ¥ 3ayMbIBaJICS.

— IloBpeMeHu HeMHOro, AHzpel IBaHO-
BUY, — TOBOPHUJI OH, — yeqy, HeIIpeMeHHO yexy,
M CKOPO, TOJILKO Tellephb HY>KHO ¢ MOCKBOH IIPO-
CTUTBHCSL.

O HeoOxXomuMOCTH Ilepee3za B IleTepOypr



CTaJl MHOM pa3 IIOroBapuBaTh U KHA3bL lBaH
AJjleKceeBHY, HO 3aTO OCTa/JIbHEIE JlOJITOpYKHe
TOJIKOBAJIA IIPOTHBHOE ¥ TOBOPHJIH, YTO BCE 9TO
B3J0p U IIyCTIKHY, OYATO /iejia CTOAT U3-3a IIpeObl-
BaHHUA B MOCKBe, — OTCIOZJa TOYHO TaK ’Ke, KaK
U us Ilerepbypra, Poccuero yrpaBisTb MOXKHO.
Kperrue 1 Moryde crosiia Poccug U gorpesk Ile-
Tepbypra.

VYMenn KHA3BS JlOJITOPYKHE YCIIOKaUBaTbh U
HacuyeT 3aBeTa ITOKOMHOM HaTasmbu. OHH TOJIKO-
BaJId, YTO BeJHMKasd KHsOKHA HaXO[WIach IIOJ,
BJIMAHNEM HeMIla AHfapeinn 1BaHOBH4Ya, a AH-
Iopeu IBaHOBUY, KOHEYHO, K [leTepOypry TAHeT:
He OyIb yroBOpOB AHjpes MBaHOBHMYA, BeJIUKas
KHsDKHa caMa HUKOI7ZIa He IIOMBICIHIa 6561 0 Ile-
TepOypre, 1 3TH peun ObLIH, KaK MacJIo II0 Cepy-
iy, fjig uMmimeparopa. OH cayIlaJd UX PajoCTHO,
HaXOJWJ B HUX JiUIA cebs omnpaBaHue. Ho Bce ke
4acTo, 0CO6eHHO II0 HOYaM, KOIZla He CIIaJoCh
IleTpy, BCIIOMHHAJIACh €My yYMepIllasi, BCIIOMHHa-
JIUChL €My CJI0Ba ee, ero obelljaHHe, U OH CHOBAa
IJTaKaJl, ¥ CHOBA peIlas, YTo, «HeT, HeIIpeMeHHO
B IleTepOypr exaTh HY>KHO. TOJIBKO IIOTOAUT OH
HEeMHOTI0, a K KOHIIY JIeTa, BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae, UTo
OBl TaM HU TOBOPUJIH, & U3 MOCKBEI BBIEJIET>.



Jlosropykue, 1 B 0COOeHHOCTU Astekced I'pu-
TOpbeBUY, C KaKIbIM /IHeM 3abupaid Bce 60JIb-
mre ¥ 6oJibllle BJIACTH HAaJ UMIIepaTOpoOM, U OH
He 3aMeudaJl 3Toro. HekoMy y>X ObLIIO OTPE3BUTH
€ro, pacToJIKOBaTh eMy U TO, U IPYyroe, He ¢ KeM
OBLIIO II0COBETOBATHLCS, He C KeM OBLIO OTBECTH
nyury. Het Hartamy, fa ¥ Apyroro gpyra To>ke OH
JIMIIUJICS — KpacaBHUIILI TETYIINKU JIU3EI. /[0JIro-
pyKHe TO u [eJjI0 pacCKashlBaJId eMy IIPO Hee
IYPHBIE BeIlH, YBEPAIH, YTO OHA €r0 He TOJBbKO
He JIIOOUT, HO Jla’Ke JKeJlaeT eMy BCSIKOM ITorube-
JIY, KIeT He IO0XKIeTCsI ero cMepTH. M moBepui
HUMIIEPATOP, ¥ COBCEM OTBEPHYJICI OT KpacaBU-
Il TeTKH.

Anexceli I'puropreBUY, YBUZEB UTO rOpe OTO-
IIIJI0O OT MMIIepaTopa, CTall YTO HU JIeHb IIPULY-
MEBIBAaTb €My HOBEBIe pa3BjedeHUd. Ero sxkeHa u
Iodyepu 06s13aHBI OBIM BCIOAY CJIef0BaTh 3a IO-
CcyapeM, BCIYeCKH BeCeJUTH ero, Ja U IPYIrUuM
IIPUABOPHBLIM [IeBYIIIKaAM JaHbl ObBLIM CTPOTHe
IIpyKasaHus. Bce TOJBKO M IyMaJd O TOM, KakK
OBl XOPOIIIEHbKO, 6ECIIOBOPOTHO 3a6paTh B PyKHU
ITeTpa AsiekceeBuua. OOMH KHA3bL VIBaH ocTaBaJl-
CA II0 — IIpeXKHEeMYy, TOJIbKO HeT — U OH H3Me-
Hucd. Tak ke 6JIM30K OH K UMIIEpaTOpy, TaK e



JIIOOUT ero, Tak >Ke C HUM [Ipy>KeH, HO BCe yallle
U 4allle HAUMHAaeT eMy IIepeUYuTh, JIACKOBO, JI0-
00BHO, HO BCe ke IlepeuuThb. Ho He cepauTcsd Ha
Hero UMIlepaTop: HUUYTO He MOXKeT II0K0JIe6aTh
ero JIt0OBU K CTapOMy JPYTY.

Jlosropykue OBLIM OYeHb HelN0BOJIbHBI KHS-
3eMm MBaHOM. OTell TO U [[eJI0 HA HEro HaKU[bI-
BaJICs, TOBOPMJI O TOM, YTO 3TO OH CO 3JI00BI Ha
HHUX BCe UM IIOPTHUT. OHU CEeJIal0T, a OH pasfie-
JIbIBaeT. iBaH AJieKceeBHUY Tellephb y>Ke CIIOKOM-
HO BBICJAYIIMBaJ YIpeKW. B HeM IIpousoluia
6oJibIIasi HpaBCTBEHHAas IlepeMeHa: 0CTaBUJI OH
IIpe>XHHUe 0aJIoBCTBA CBOU U 3aTeU; KU3Hb BeJl
Tpe3Byr. OH IIOJIb30BAaJICI BCAKHUM CJIydaeM,
4T0OBI HAIIOMHUTHL CBOEMY JIPYIy U IOCyapio O
He00XO0MMOCTH IIPOJ0/DKATh 3aHATHSI HayKaMy,
Iake coBceM romupuica ¢ OcrepmaHom. He pas
IIPUHOCHII OH IleTpy BaKHbIe GyMaru, 3acTaBJIsI
ero UX IIPOYUTHIBATH, PACTOJIKOBBLIBAJI UX 3HaUe-
HUe U BMeCTe C HUM IIPUTOTOBJISJI PEe30JII0IINH.
OH cTapaJicd Bcerja IIPUCYTCTBOBATD IIPH TOKJIA-
IlaX CAaHOBHUKOB, [IJI1 TOTO YTOOBI KaK-HUOYAL He
IIOJBUTHYJIM TOCyAapss Ha HeCIIpaBeJInuBOCTh.
OpHaXK[bl, cTos 3a KpeciaMu I[leTpa U BUZM, KaK
TOMY IIOOHOCHUJIM K TIIOAIMCAHUI0O CMepPTHBIN



IIPUTOBOpP, KHA3L lBaH, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA,
YKYCHJI rocyzaps 3a yxo. ToT faske BCKPUKHYJII OT
60JIM, BCKOYMJI C KpeceJ U C U3yMJIEHHEM CIIPO-
CHJI CBOETO JIpyra, YTO 3HAYHUT ITO.

— IIpexxze yeM IOANUCHIBATH Gymary, — CIIO-
KOMHO oTBedas HMBaH AJleKCceeBUY, — HaI0
BCIIOMHHTD, KaKOBO Oy/leT HeCcHaCTHOMY, KOTZa
eMy CTaHyT PyOUTEH T'0JIOBY!

Paccka3 06 3TOM cIleHe B TOT Ke JeHb 00.JIe-
TeJI BCeX NIPUABOPHBIX: JUBUINCH JAEP30CTU MO-
Jomoro $aBOpHUTA, OOBACHUIA BCe JIUIIbL TEM,
4TO OH Yepecuyp 3asHaJICA. B 0THOM TOJIBKO Me-
CTe 9TOT paccKas ObLI BBICIYIIAH C HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHBIM BOCTOProm: rpa¢uHsa HaTanibsa Bopucos-
Ha IllepeMeTeBa Jake B JIQ[OIIU 3aXJIollajia OT
pazocty. OHa penko BHuiesach ¢ MIBaHOM AJIek-
ceeBHMYEM — OH BCe BpeMs CBOe O0TJaBaJl IOCy/a-
PO, HO >KajiHO cobupasia OHa BCe 0 HEM BeCTOY-
KH, BCe, UTO TOJIbKO MOIJIa TOOBITh. I10 — IIperk-
HeMy TUXO0 U JIOBOJILHO yeAWHEHHO >XKuia Harta-
JIbsg BOpHCOBHA B OTPOMHOM IIIeEpeMeTeBCKOM [0-
Me. BpeMeHaMU CKY4YHO el CTAHOBUJIOCH. 1 Kpo-
Me 3a60T 0 cepjledHOM Jpyre MBaHe AJieKCeeBU-
Ye, MHOTO HOBBIX MBICJIEH CTaJI0 CTy4aThbCd el B
TOJIOBY: KM3HBb 3aCTaBJIsJIa 3a4yMBIBAThLCA. [leT-



CKHe TOofbl IIpoLLId. EF CKOpO CeMHaAlaTh JIeT
HUCIIOJIHUTCS, a pasyMHa M y4yeHa OHa He IIO JIe-
TaM; K TOMY >Ke U pasHble HeCTPOeHHUA JOMalll-
HUe, HUKOMY HeBeJlOMble, yuaT U PpasBUBAIOT.
JKusuep HaTtasibpu BOPHCOBHEI B IoMe [ajiIeKo He
Becesasd. Otely ee, 3HAMEHUTBHIM IIeTPOBCKUM
¢esibIMapIIag, ymMep, OCTaBUB ee IIITHUJIETHUM
pebenxkoM. MaTh GasioBasa ee, Jro6mia 6es3 Iia-
MATH, CTapaJjachb O BOCIIUTAaHUU ee, YTOO HUUero
He YIIyCTHJIA OHA B HayKaX, IIPUCTaBUIa K HeH
MajaMy, KoTopasi obyyasa ee 110 — QpaHIly3CKH,
BHyIllaJIa Jouepd Lo6phle mpaBuyia. I Hatanbsa
boprcoBHA, B CBOIO oUuepenb, BCeM CEPALIEM JIIO-
6uiia MaTh, U CTapaJjach ee CIyIIaThbCd, U CTapa-
JIach IIPHJIEKHO yuuThbcd. HO ¥ MaTh II0XKHUJIA
Henosro. Ocrasnach 1ocjie Hee rpapuHA MOJIOAASA
4JeThIpHAJAIIaTH JieT; OpaT TOLOM CTaplle ee
ocTajicd, a Opyrve OeTH MajleHbKHe. bpaT craja
X035IMHOM B JIoMe. XOTb BCero eMy OBLJIO IIITHa-
IIaTh JIeT, HO OH y»Ke TOIZla YHCJIUJICA IIOPYYH-
KOM B IOJKy IIpeo6pakeHCKoM. IIpu maTepu
MaJIbYUK KasaJiCd IIOC/IAYIIHBIM M CKPOMHEIM, a
II04YysJI CBOXO BOJIIO, ¥ YX KaK M3MeHuiIcsa! Bcem
II0 — CBOEMY CaM pPacIIopsDKaeTcs, TO U [1eJI0 XO-
3IMHOM Ce0s1 HasbIBaeT, CeCTPy B I'POII He CTa-



BUT, a 0 JIeTIX MaJIeHbKUX YK U TOBOPUTH Heye-
ro. ITepecesmiach K HUM B JIOM cTapas 6abyIika
CasITBIKOBA, CTapyxXa HHU4Yero, mobpasi, TOJIbKO
CTapa O4YeHb, la U He TaKOr0 XapaKTepa, 4YTOObI
yIep>KaTb BHYKa. A TOT C KaXIbIM THeM BCe
boJsibire U Gosibllle cebe BOJIM 3abupaeT, MHOIZA
TECHUT Jla’Ke CeCcTpPy; TOJIKYeT el 0 TOM, UTO BCe
OHHU >KUBYT II0 €r0 MHJIOCTH; UTO BCE eMy IIPHU-
HaJlJIe’KUT, OH BCeMY X03MH. BOT HaUuMHaeT yxX
OH BO BCe JleJla CeCTPUHBI BMeEIIUBaThCS: T'OBO-
PHUT, TO Jejai, TOro He gesad. OX, KaK 9TO TIK-
Ko! A M TOTO TsDKeJjlee, KaK CTAaHET OH JIeTel 00H-
JKaTh, He BbIHOCUT 3TOro Hatasnessa bopucoBHa —
IeTKU Ha ee pyKax: OHAa UM Tellepb 4YTO MaTh.
Tak BOT, Kak >Ke TYyT He IIPUXOJUTH IeYaIbHbIM
MBICJISIM, KaK JKe TyT He cMyIaTtbcsa? He K ToMy
cebsi TOTOBMIJIA, HE TOTO >KaJia ajsi cebss HaTambsa
BopucoBHa. XapakTep y Hee OT IIPHUPOJbI Bece-
JIBIX OBLJI, JIF00MJIa OHA U HAPSIAUTHCS, U IIOILIS-
caTh, U IIOBECEJIUTHCSA BCIUECKH, a Tellepb Bece-
Jbe Ha YM HeWNJeT, 1a U OUATh-TaKH, ee KHA3b
VBaH 60JIbHO cMyIIjaeT. He TOro 651 X0TEJIOCH Jie-
BYIIIKE, YTO >KU3Hb JlaeT ei: X0TeJIOCh OBl IIoYa-
111e BUJEThCS C JIIOOHMMBIM YeJI0BEKOM, XOTeJIOCh
OBl 3HaTh HaBEpHOE, UTO HUKTO U HUYTO Yy Hee



ero He OTHHUMeT. M1 BepHUT OHa B HeEro, BepHT, a
BCe JKe I10Zi4ac COMHEHbs OepyT: «HY, KaK OILIHO-
Jlach; HY, KaK 00MaHyJI OH ee; HY KaK OH HacMe-
eTcsa HaJ Her?» CTpalllHyI0 MHUHYTY Ilepe)kKuiia
OHa, KaK ckasasia er Kartromra JloJropykas Ipo
TO YTO MBaH AJleKCeeBUY He Ha IIYTKY AyMaeT
KeHUTHC Ha IpuHIlecce EansaBeTe. BcTpeTu-
JlaCch OHa KakK-TO IIOTOM C HUM, OTBEpPHYJach OT
Hero. OH mo6JiefiHesI BeCh, CIIpallliBaeT, YMOJIS-
eT ee CKasaTh eMy, YTO 3a TaKad HeMHJIOCTb. OHa
ellle He yMeeT BJIaZleTb COOOM, He BBIJeprKaJia,
IIPSIMO BCe cKasaJa.

— 3X, a BeJb IrOBOPUJIA, UTO BEPHUIIIL MHE, —
TPYCTHO OTBeTUJI eli IBaH AsiekceeBHY. — Her,
Thl He MHe BepHIllb, 4 BEepPUIIb CIYXy BCAKOMY,
BepUIllb IIEPBOMY BCTPEUYHOMY, BCeMy, YTO Ha
MeHs Tebe HacKaXyT. Hy, a TyT He COBCeM Tak;
BOT YTO s CKaXKy Tebe: TOUHO, IIpeKje OBLIU Y
MeH$1 TaKhe MBICJIH, HO OHU OBLIU 10 Tebs, 10 TO-
ro JH¢, 3Haelllb, KOI7a s K Tebe mpuexanl U OT-
KpbLI Tebe cBor Aymry. He Ha myTky, HaTtaabs
BopucoBHa, IT0II06UI g Tebs, a KOJIU pas Tax IIo-
JIIOOUIb, TaK KakKasl >Ke TYT JI0O0BbL [pyras?
TosbKO 0 Tebe s Temeph AyMaro, TOJIBKO U MeU-
Ta0 0 TOM, KaK ObI HaM C TOOO0X0 BCIO JKHU3Hb IIPO-



KUTH HepasJay4dHO.

U mepenas OH el BeCh CBOI pasroBOp C Ia-
peBHOU Ej3aBeToOi B Jiecy BceCcBATCKOM, U OHA
eMy II0BepUJIa U YCIIOKOMUIACh.

Ho Boxxe moi1, Boxxe Mo, Korza »ke 9To OyzerT,
KOrZa >Ke 3TO CTaHeTCsd, TO, YUero Tak >KIAeT OHa,
TO, 0 YeM TaK oHa MoJuTca? Hy U OIIATE: Te cTpa-
XU, BO30y)KX[eHHble IlecapeBHOM, pasjeTeJIuCh,
OCTAITCA LpPyIrue CTpaxu: IIPOJOJDKAIOT TOJIKO-
BaTh O TOM, UTO OECIIyTHYIO >KU3Hb BeJleT ViBaH
AJlekceeBUY, UTO YaCTO ye3kaeT OH B MMeHUe
cBOe, ['opeHKH, U TaM IIpefaeTcs BCIKOMY PasIy-
JIy. YBUIUT OHa €ro, X0TeJIOCh ObI CIIPOCUTH, J1a
0060 MHOTOM U CIIpalIvuBaTh 3a30pHO: €CJIU OH U
HeIlyTHOe JiejlaeT, TaK He CKaXKeT eH, obelrfas,
YTO paju Hee UCIIPAaBUT JKU3HB CBOIO, 1a KTO ero
3HAEeT, COBJIAIAET JIK C c060r0? Ho B mociaenHee
BpeMs BCe 4allle M Yallle HauyuvHaeT CJIBINIATh
OHAa 0 CBOeM KHs3e TaKoe, 0TUero JIMKyeT U panay-
eTcd ee cepaue. 1 BIpsaMb, BUJHO, OH JIIOOUT, U
BIIPSAMb, BUJHO, paboTaeT Haj C00010; CKasaJa
OHAa eMy, YT0ObI OT BCEro JyPHOTO OTBpaIlajl Io-
CyZapsi, BOT OH HCIIOJIHSIeT ¥ THeBa ero He O0OUT-
csl, ejlaeT cBoe mes0. Tak Kak ke He OUTH €U B
JIAJIOIIH, KaK Ke el He IIPLIraTh OT PagoCTH, KO-



Tia CJIABIIIUT OHA, YTO YKyCuJI OH IleTpa 3a yxo!

Bcro HOYB IIOC/IE 3TOTO U3BECTHS He 3aCHYyJIa
rpa¢uHsd, BCe AymMasa O CBOeM MUJIOM, a K yTpy
BOT UTO JakKe IIpUAyMaJa: IIpyuayMasa OHa, U4To
O4YeHb YK MHOTO 0 cebe MeuTaeT, UTO 3aCTaBJIfg-
eT ero UCIPaBJATLCH, UTOOBI OBITH ee 0CTOM-
HBIM, a CaMa-TO YTO )K OHa TaKas 3a CBATas, U4To
3a y4UTeJIb TaKOM Oe3TpelllHblil BRIUCKaICa! Mo-
JKeT, ellje el 3TO HY>KHO J0OHUBaThCs, 4YTOO OBITH
ero JJOCTOMHOM; y Hero Ayllia cBeTJias, 6J1aropof:-
Hag, Ha/lo 4yT06 U y Hee ObLIa Takas ke. Eciii oH
yMeeT IIPUHYAUTE cebsl, OTYYUTH Ccebsd OT BCEro
IYPHOTIO, TaK U OHAa TOXKe [OJDKHA YMeThb 60POTh-
cs ¢ coboro.

W BoT Hatasbsg bopHCOBHA pelIaeTcs MU3Me-
HUTH CBOK0 JKHU3Hb U Ka’KAbIM JIeHb JOCTUIaTh
00JIBIIIETO U OOJIBIIIEIO COBEPIIEHCTBA, YMEHbS
00y3[bIBaTh CBOU IIOPBIBBI, CBOU >KeslaHUA. OHa
BO3/lep>KUBaeTCd OT BeceJsbs, [IOUTH HUKYy/a He
BBIXOJUT U3 IOMY, CUIUT 38 KHUTaMH, YUUTCH...

V3K ¢ Mecd1l He BUJasla, He BCTpedasa HUITe
KH43g VBaHa HaTaysbsa BOopHCOBHA, M TOCKA pas-
O6upaeT TakK, 4TO OT 3TOM TOCKHU JeBaTbCsI eu
HeKy/za.

BepHyJica moMmoi crapiiuii 6pat, Iletp bopu-



coBpu. CropalrvBaeT OHa €ero, rge /loJIropykue,
Ha 0X0Te, YTO JIH, WU B ropoze?

— BepHy/IUCh, — OTBEYaer.

— Hy, Tax 4 cbe3’Ky K HUM, IIPOBEeAI0.

— Crynai, Koy Tebe JoMa He CUIUTCH, —
rpybo ckasaJj 6par.

Ho oHa He obpaTujla BHUMaHUS Ha TOH €ro
CJIOB, BeJlesia 3aKJIa[bIBaTh 9KUIIaXK U I1oexasa.

Jloropykye TOYHO ObLIM [AoMa. KHATHHA
[IpackoBbg IOpbeBHa BCTpeTHJIa MOJIOAYIO IPa-
¢uHIO.

— AX, rosy0OyIliKa, O4eHb paja, YTO ThI 3arJIt-
HyJs1a oAy K KaTrolre, 11ogu, aBoCch € TO60M OHa
pasBecesIUTCA.

— A 4TO C Her?

— /la HUu4ero, IypuUT JeBKa, IIPOCTO He IJIsfie-
Ji1 OBl Ha Hee Iasa MoHd. CoBceM B IIOCIe[Hee
BpeMs HHM Ha UTO He II0X0)Ka CTaJjla. YK 1 U He
3HAl0, UTO C Hel, Uero ey elile Hy>KHO!

Hartanpsa boprcoBHa OTIIpaBUIAChE K KHSDKHE
M 3acTajla ee B OYeHb JAYPHOM pPacCIIOJI0KEeHUH
nyxa.

— YTto ¢ To6010, KaTrOmI1a? — y4acTJIUBO CIIPO-
CHJIa OHa ee.

— Huuero! — mpauyHo oTBeTmaa KaTepuHa



AJtekceeBHa.

— Hy, He Xouelllb cKa3aTh, TaK s U He HaBd-
3BIBAIOCh. A JIydllle ObI CKasaja: ecau 6efa C To-
60l Kakas, ajJu HeIIpUITHOCTb, BMeCTe OBl IIO-
TOJIKOBAJIY, Thl 3Haelllb, YTO I CEPAEeYHO JIF0OJI0
TeOs.

HaTtanbss BopucoBHa TOBOpMJA 39TO TaKUM
JIACKOBBIM TOJIOCOM, TaK APY>KeCKU U UCKpPeHHe
cMoTpeJia Ha KaTromry, 4To U Ta, HaKOHeIl, B3IJIg-
HyJIa Ha Hee IIpUBETJINBeE.

— MHoro y MeHd 6eJ BcIkuX, Haramra, —
CKBO3b HaBepHYBIIHWeCd CJe3bl IIPOroBOpHIIA
OHa el. — bejKajia OFBI 1 I3 9TOT0 JJ0Ma, a 0COOJIH-
BO OT OpaTIia MOero Mujoro!

— OmsaTh 0H! UTO 7K OH € TO6OM feaeT?

— A 10, HaTalua, 4To y>K 1 He 3HaIlo 4, 10 Yero
OHU 10BeAyT MeHd. Tellepsb, BUIIL, IIPUHYKAAI0T
BCAYECKU IIpeJIbIaTh TOCyAaps, XOTIT, YTOO BbI-
1IJIa S 3a Hero 3aMy’k, Hy... 8 MHE 3TO HO>K BOCT-
PBIH, He MOry 4 3TOro. M 1yire Bcex TyT JeMCTBY-
eT 6pat MBaH...

N Kartromra pacckasajsia Hartanbe BopHCOBHE,
YTO UCTOPUS 3Ta HaUaJIacCh YK JaBHO, a TeIleph K
KOHITY KJIOHUTCS.

Xoresa 66110 HaTanbs boprcoBHA YCIIOKOUTH



ee TeM, 4TO IIePerOBOPUT C ee OpaToOM, a I10605-
Jlach, 3a cebd 11060syIach, HUUETo el He CcKasaJla,
a pellmjIach TOJIbKO HeIIpeMeHHO I1eperoBOpUTh
¢ HuM. Ciydail mmpeficTaBUiICI CKOpo. OHa 6bLia
IIpUIJIallleHa BO ABOpeI] Ha Bedep, U XOTb 4acTo
OTKasblBajJaCh OT IOJOOHBIX IIpUIJIALIIEHUM, HO
Ha 3TOT pa3 pelIrwaach exarTb. [IepBBINM KOHTP-
TaHC TaHIleBaJIa 0Ha ¢ IBaHOM AJiIeKCeeBHUEM.

— CKa’k{ Ha MUJIOCTb, KH3b, UTO 3TO Y Bac C
CecTpolo BCe HeJaJbl TaKHe, 3a YTO OHA Ha Tebs
ceppurca?

— 93X, KaBHO 3T0, HaTasba bopucoBHA, HeHa-
BHUJAT OHU MEHs BCe Io0Ma, Hy U CecTpa TOXKe JI0-
TBIM BparoM CBOMM CYMTAaeT... A KaKOH ke g eH
Bpar? Hukakoro sja ed He >Kkejiaro!

— KHa3p BaH, 0TBeTh MHe TEI CYIIYIO IIpaB-
Iy, BEPHO JIM 3TO HJIM HeT, YTO Thl XOYelllb Ha-
CHUJIBHO €e BBRIJAaTh 3aMy’K 3a rocygapsg?

KHs3b B3POTHYJI U Jake I106JIe/HEJI HEMHO-
ro.

— Krto Tebe ckasai, rpadpuHa?

— KT0 6B HU CKasaJj, BUJUIIb, 3HA0. 3aUueM
ThI 3TO Gepelllb Ha ce6s1, KH43b VBaH? Hexopo-
1110, ¥ He JK/1aJIa 51 0T Tebs TaKoro Jiesa.

— Hy, Tak 6yzy 4 ¢ TO60# TOBOPUTH II0 AyIIle,



Kak Inepen boroMm MCTHHHBIM. BUIUINEL JIU YTO,
Haranps bopucoBHa: 3agyMaly MBI TaBHO YK
3TO [IeJI0 U TOYHO, YTO MHe IIepBOMY IIpHIILIA
MBICJIb TaKas; Belb TOKe YeJIOBEK s, IyMaJsl pPof
CBOM BO3BBICUTH, a Tellephb U X0TeJs ObI Hasaf, Ja,
IIpaBo, He MOTIY S 3TOTrO, Tellepb y>K He B MOUX
PyKax 3To ZeJIo.

— U aTo0 11paBAa, 3TO BepHO, UTO THI HE YIOBa-
pyBaenIs rocyzaps?

— Hu ogHMM C/JI0BOM He yroBapUBalw, Ja H,
IIOCyIM caMa, 3aueM MHe 3TO Telleph? Benb 4
OIMH CTaJI, BCe POJHLIe IIPOTUB MeHs. BoH cama
ThI 3HaeIllb, YTO CecTpa HEHaBUIUT, — Beb eC/IU
9TO CJIYYUTCS, €CJIU TOoCyAapb OOBeHYaeTcsa C
Helo, TaK KaKoro go6pa Mory g »KJ1aThb 0T Hee?!

— Ho B TakoM ciiydae TBI [OJDKEH ChesaTh
BCe, UTOOBI IIOMEIIATh...

— OX, He MOI'y S 3TOr0, — IIe4aJIbHO IIPOr0BO-
put BaH AjieKceeBUY, — rOCyAaph II0 — IIPeK-
HeMy MeHs JIIOOUT, HO He BO MHe OJJHOM TeIlepb
cwia. JIFoOUT OH U OTIL]a MOEro, Jja, MOXKET, IIO-
boJibllle, yeM MeHs. X MHOTro, OHU JIFOJU XUT-
prle, MeHd YK He pas HepeXuTpsiivu, MHe C HUMU
He O60pOTHCH, Jja U HA/l0esJ0 3TO TaK, YTO U CKa-
3aTb He Mory. IlycTe TaM [ejal0T, YTO XOTHAT,



MHe-TO 4TO [0 3Toro? Hy, IIyCTb BOOPY’KaroT
IIPOTHUB MeHd rocyaaps. YHay oT Bcero, He pas
TOBOPUJI UM 3TO, YHUAY, YTOO MeHs TOJIBKO OCTa-
BUIJIU B II0KOe. He TOT s cTasI B II0C/IefHee BpeMH:
4TO JIFOOWJI IIpeXKJe — pasroOomi, UTO MaHUIIO K
cebe ¥ pafoBajIo — Tellepb HEHYKHBIM KaKeT-
cd...

TeM U IIOKOHYHUJICA Pas3TOBOP V HUX. YBH/eJIa
Haranbss BopHCcoBHA, UTO TsPKEJIO Ha AVIle y ee
Ipyra, yBHUZeJa OHa TOXKe, YTO COBCEM 3aIlyTaJICAd
OH B CeTdX JOMAIIIHUX U He XBaTaeT eMy CHJIbI
U3 HUX BBIOPAThHCA.

MmIepaTop yBepsi OcTepMaHa M MOJIOZIOTO

JLOJITOPYKOI0, YTO BOT OH TOJIBKO ITOOXOTHT-
Cs1 HEMHOT0, ITOIIpoIaeTcd ¢ MOCKBOIO U yeJeT B
[leTep6ypr. Ho 3ToMy mIpolllaHbI M KOHIlA He
6bL10. [TPOXOAMIIN JHU U la’Ke MeCSIlbl, a UMIIe-
paTop Bce IIPOIIAJICS: C YTPa 3aIIpsATaId eMy 9KH-
Ia’k, ¥ KHA3b AJjleKcel 'pUropbeBHUY YBO3HII €I0
B CBOI0 IIOJMOCKOBHYIO, Ifle OHH IIPOBOJIIH,
HMHOIJIa BIBOEM TOJILKO, I1eJible JHU. Kakue 3a6a-
BBl BBIYMBIBAJ JUII CBOEM >KEPTBEI AJIeKcei
I'puropreBuY, HaM Heu3BeCTHO. Ho, BUAHO, 3TH



3abaBbl ObLIN pasHOOOpa3HbI, OHU COBePILEHHO
3aBJIeKaJIu U 0TYMaHUBaIU 6eJHOro wHolry. OH
BO3BpalllajICs JOMOMN YTOMJIEHHBIN, HO Ha JIpY-
roe yTpo OISITh IIOBTOPSIACh Ta >Ke HCTOPHUSL
Jlosiro 60poJicsa KpellKUM opraHusM IleTpa c aToit
HeHOpPMaJIbHOM >KHW3HbI0, HO HUKaKON ¢Qusnye-
CKOM CHJIBI He MOIJIO XBaTUTh Hajxosro. M Bor
UMIlepaTOp TO U [eJI0 Hadajl IIPOCTY>KaThCH,
MHOIJia AHS Ha TPH, Ha 4YeThIpe JIOXKUJICSI B IIO0-
CTeJIb ¥ He MOT IOAHATHCA. [Ipupoza /esasna I10-
cylefHUe YCUJIVS: UMIlepaTop OYeHb BBIPOC, BO3-
My>KaJl HeOOBIKHOBEHHO; OH Tellepb, [eHCTBU-
TeJIbHO, Kas3aJICsI COBCeM B3POCJBIM, CHOPMUPO-
BaBIIIMMCS YeJsIOBeK. JIUII0 ero IlepeMeHUJIOCh
Hey3HaBaeMO: JleTCKas HeKHOCTh JIaBHO UCYes-
JIa, TJIa3a He OBLIH YK TaK CBETJIbI U IIPEeKPACHBIL.
CecTpa Harama Ivtakasa Obl Tellepb TOPbKUMU
ce3aMy, ecid 6 MorJja BHUZIeTh 6para, IlaKasa
OBl elrle 60JIbIIe, eCIU 6 MOTJIa 3HaTh, YTO OH YK
IIOYTH I103a0BLI ee, YTO ero CTpalrHoe rope, Ko-
TOpOe BCeX TaK Hallyrajo, IIPOIIo0 6eccaefHO.
Okpy’Karllye JIIOAM, ¥ KOTOPBIX ellle OCTaBa-
JIaChb COBEeCTb, C YKaCOM IIOMBIILISJIA O TOM, UTO
TOTOBUT OJIM3KOe 6yzayliiee. IIpu IBOpe TOJIBLKO U
TOJIKOB OBLJIO, YTO O IIOCTYIIKaxX KHsA3d AJleKces



JlosIropykoro ¢ xkoMitaHmue. CoBceM y>XK U OKOH-
yaTeJbHO 3aBJja/ie/Id OHH UMIIepaTOpOM, COBCEM
OTIAa/JUJIM ero OT IlecapeBHBI Ejr3aBeThl, OT
OcTepMaHa, 0T BCeX, KTO IIpeXKJe eMy ObLI JOpOoT
B KTO MOT UMeTh Ha Hero XOpolllee BJIMSIHUE.
/11 Ka>K/ioro ObLia sICHA IlesIb TAKUX II0CTYIIKOB;
HelapoM Ha 0X0TaX HEM3MEHHO IIPUCYTCTBOBaA-
JIX KHSDKHBI /lOJITOPYKUe: CKOPO KOHUYUTCSI TeM,
4TO OHA UX HUX OyJeT I[apCKOM HeBecTOM. CTa-
JIO IIOBTOPATHCA MEHIIIMKOBCKast HCTOPHUS, U Bpa-
Iy JloJITOpyKUX yTelllaau ce6si TeM TOJIbKO, YTO
9TH 3aMBICJIBI BCe K€ B KOHIle KOHIIOB pPaspy-
1aThCs, U JIoJITOpyKUe IIPUTOTOBAT cebe ydacThb
MeHIMKOBEIX. HeHaBUCTE K AJieKcero I'puropee-
BUUY U ero CeMeMCTBY BoO3pacTaja C KaKIbIM
IHeM He TOJILKO B JBOPIIOBBIX chepax, HO Jaxke
U B Hapoze. BceM GbLIO U3BECTHO, Kak /l0JIropy-
KHe 3JI0YyIIOTPeOJIAI0T CBOMM BIIMSHHUEM, Kak
06MparT Ka3Hy, TBOPST BCSIKUeE HeCIIpaBe/JINBO-
ctu. TosibKO 3a ofHOTO MIBaHa AJjieKceeBUYa ellfe
HaXOUJIUCh 3aCTYITHUKU: B BOKCKe ero JII0OUIH.

OT1iryuku rocyzmapst ¥3 MOCKBEI, HAKOHEII, CTa-
JIA IPUHUMATE M3yMHUTEJIbHbIE pPasMephl: MHO-
IZla OH ye3’KaJsl BepCT 3a IATBHAECAT, Jake 3a CTO
U 0CTaBaJICd Ha 0XOTe O0JIbIIIe MecsIla.



Anexceli /IoJITOPYKUM U3 cebs BBIXOLUII, UTO
TaK J0JIT0 IIPHUXOJUTCS eMy BO3SHTBLCSI H BCe JKe
ellle He JOCTHUraTh HUKaKHUX PeIIUTeJIbHBIX pe-
3yabTaToB. «Hy, ma yX [TOOBIOCH Xe s, [I0-
ObIOCH! — ITOBTOPSI OH cebe. — VK OymeT KaTro-
II1a UMIIepaTpHUIlel; TaK UM MHave, a JIeJI0 Cle-
Jlaro». OH IIpusbIBaI K cebe KaTrollly ¥ HaUWHAaI
el BCAKUe BHYIIEHUd JAesiaTh. CHayasla OHa UX
MoJI4a BBICIYIIIHBAJIa, HO B IIOC/Ie/Hee BpeMs Co-
BCeM OT PYK O0TOMJIACK.

— 3X, meTkaMu bor Harpamuia! — Kpuyaa u
TOIlaJI HoraMu Ajsiekcedt I'puropbeBud. — Jla 4To
5K BBI BCE€ C yMa COIILIH, 4TO Ju? To MBaH IJIy-
II0CTh KaKyH-HUOYAb BEIKUHET, a BOT U ThI YIIPS-
MHUTBCS CTajla, 4TO K 3To! OYHHCH, OfyMaics,
riaymas!

KumxkHa KaTepuHa cBepKaJjia Ha OTI[a CBOH-
MH YepPHBIMH IJIa3aMH H IIOBTOpsa OJHO H TO
’Ke, UTO HHU 3a YTO He CTaHeT OHa HaBs3BIBAaThHCS.
HHOU pas Tak CTPAIIHO B3IJISHET, UTO AJIeKcel
['puroppeBUY M CJI0Ba He HAWZET, 3alllHIINAT
TOJIBKO, IUTIOHET U YHUJIeT K cebe B cepAliax.

— Xena! IIpackoBbs! — KpAYUT OH. — [[a 06-
pasyMb TEI 1eBKY!

A KHATHHSA TOJIBKO IJIEYaMHU IT0)KMMaeT.



«/la TIOJTHO, HET JIA TYT Yero-Hubyab? — Jora-
Iajicd, HaKoHell, Asiekceit I'puropreBud. — He
3aBeJiCd JIM Y JOYEeHBKU KaKOM IIpefMeT II0CTO-
pOHHUM?!» CIIpOCHUII OH 06 3TOM KHATMHIO, a Ta
eMy U TOBOPHUT:

— TouHO, 3aMeyvaro s B II0C/IefHee BpeMs, YTO
eCTb 3TOT IIpeMeT y Hee.

— KTo ke, xT0? ['0BOpH...

—/la BOT, 3TOT ¢paHTHUK MOJIOJOM, IIYPHUH
I1ecapCcKoro IIocjIaHHuKa, MUIIe3HUMO...

— Tak 4TOo >X BEI I'OJIOBY C MEHHA CHATH, YTO
Jy, XoTuTe? Kak IIpesxzie-To Tl MHe 00 3TOM He
roBOpmMJIa?! — 3aKpHUYajl B COBEPIIEHHON SIPOCTH
Anexceii [puUropbeBuy.

— Kak ’xe MHe OBLJIO TOBOPUTH, KOIZa cama s
TOrO He 3Hasa? TOJIBLKO UTO 3aMeTHJIa, BOT U IO-
BOPIO.

— A! Tak aTo MUWILJIe3UMO, — 3JI00HO IIeIITall
Jomaropykuii, — Mwuresumo!.. Hy Tak.. BO —
IIepBbIX, HOTH ero He Oy/leT y Hac B JOMe, 3TO Ca-
MO CO00I0, a BO — BTOPBIX, IIPOyUy S €ro XOpPo-
meHpko0. Hy, a 4TO [0 MOYEHBKH, TaK ellfe IIO-
cMOTpuM!..

OH 11pusBaJ K cebe KHSDKHY KaTepuHy.

— TBI TyT, TOBOPAT, HEIIOTPEOCTBA PasHbIe 3a-



BOJUTE X0YeIllb — C aBCTPUAKOM aMyPHUILILCA?!

KuspkHa mo6stegHesia. OHa JIM He CKphbIBaJia
OT BCeX CBOEro 4YyBCTBA U CBOUX PeIKUX TalWHBIX
CBUJIaHUU C MOJIOABIM I'padoM, — a BOT BCe-TaKHU
JKe ysHaJIu!

— S He 3aBOXy HHKaKHUX HeIOTPe6CTB, —
CTHUCHYB 3y0bI, BCS p0’Ka, IIPOTOBOPUJIA OHA, —
a Kabbl U 3aBeJjia YTO, TaK KTO TOMY BUHOI0? ThI
caMm, 6aTroIlIKa, MeHsS YUUIIb BECTHU cebs He Tak,
Kak I1o/jo6aeT 4eCTHOH JieBYIIIKE.

Anexcell I'puropbeBUY KHUHYJICI K J0UYEepPH C
IOJHATBIMU KyJlaKaMH, HO CIIOXBaTHUJICH, YIep-
’KaJics, ¥ TOJIBKO IJIgfiell Ha Hee C HEHaBUCThHIO.

— Hy, uTo X, 6aTIO1IKa, 6eil MeHs, 6ell, Torza,
MOJKeT, s Kpallle cZeJIalCh... MoyKeT, 60JIbIlle Ha
MeHs, OUTYI0, II03apUTCAd TOCyAapb; 6eill MeHd,
BOT 5 BCA IIpeJ; TO60I0!

U oHa, cBepKad IJIa3aMH, IIOAXOAMUIA K OTILY.
OHa ero BhI3BIBaJIA.

Bcg KpoBb IIOJHUMAaIach eMy B TOJIOBY, U OH
CKMMaJI KyJIaKy, HO BCe jKe He TPOraJics C MecCTa.

« Kak 3TO TOJIBKO POZIATCA TaKHe acIlH-
Iobpl»! — nmyman OH.— «Tak 6Bl BOT HMCKOJIOTHII
ee... a HeJIb34, HeT, HeJIb34: Oy/leT [JapCKOM HeBe-
CTOH, 6y[eT IapuIiel, IIPUIIOMHUT. HeT, 4TO 3TO



1, — HeJIb3d TaK TOBOPUTH Tellephb C HEHO».

OH cpenan HaJL COOOK yCHIMe: KyJaKd ero
pas’KaJvch, C JIMIlA IIpollajia 3JI00HOe BhbIparke-
HUe. OH THXO IIOJOIIeN K J0UepU U IIOJIOKUII PY-
Ky CBOIO Ha ILJIEYO M.

— 3a KOro >Ke Thl MEHS CUMTaelllb, KaTrora?!
To4HO, UTO THI MeHS OUEHb paccepAnsa; Beb Thl
3Haellb, Kak g JIt00JIto Tebdst, 0 Tebe BCS MOsI 3a00-
Ta. 1 TOIHO MHe, UTO Thl He XOUeIllb ITOHITh
3TOTO, YTO THI OE’KHUIIIL OT CBOEr0 CUaCThs. Beab
eCJIN 1 U CeprKyCh Tellepb, TaK He Ha Te6s, I10MH-
MU THI, JUTS HepasyMHOE, a Ha TO, YTO ThI BOT Ce-
6e rubeJib X04Yelllb IIPUTOTOBUTE.

— IIpurorosiiro rubesb cebe, TaK TBOUMU Ke
pyKamu! — MpadyHO IIPOroBOpuIa KHsDKHaA Kate-
PHUHA W BBIILIA OT OTIlA TaK BeJUYeCTBEHHO,
B3IJIIHYJIA HA HEro TaK IPO3HO, TaK CBBICOKA,
4TO eMy I10Kas3aJjoCh, OYATO OHA U BIPAMbBb yXKe
ero rocyZiapblHg, a OH ee MOATaHHbIN.

«Ho Benmp HeJb3s >Ke, HeJlb3s1 »Ke OCTaBUThb
9TO JeJyio! — nmyman OH. — HyXHO Kak-HUOYIb
CBEPHYTE IIeH0 IIPOKIATOMY MIULJIE3SUMO, HY>KHO
YIOaJIUTh, YT00 U yXy €ero 37eCh He ObLIO, 1a KaK
3TO CcAesaTh, K UeMy IIpUApaThCca? Beab y MaJb-
YUIIKHA 9TOT'0 TOYKE CHjIa HeMaJjlasg — LIIYPUH I'pa-



¢a BbpatmciaBa! 3a Hero 3acTymaTCad U Apyrue
MHOCTPAaHHBIE MUHHCTPBI, TAaKyI0 UCTOPHIO IIOJ-
HUMYT, 4TO U He pacxiebaellb... A BCe )X TaKHU
HY)KHO IIOIIBITAaThCA». Cllydall IIOMBITAaTHCSI CKO-
po 1peacTaBUICA AjleKcero I'puropbeBuyy.

BepcTel 3a yeThIlpe 0T MoCKBEBI rpad BpaTu-
CJIaB HaHsI cebe I OXOTHI y4acTOK Jieca. Kak-
TO BbleXaJI OH PaHO YTPOM C MOJIOABIM MHUJLIe3H-
MO IIOOXOTHTBLCSA. EXa/ OHM B 3KHUIIAXKe, C PY-
JKbSIMH 34 IIJIeYaMH, ¥ IIPHUIIIOCH IIPOe3yKaTh UM
MHUMO JjoMa KH:A3s Jlojropykoro. OH 6511 y cebs
U yBUJlesI UX. BHe3alHasg MBIC/Ib IIpUIILIA €My B
TOJIOBY — «HY TakK IIOTOAH K, ITOTOJH!» — IIIell-
TaJI OH.

U1 BOT 30BeT OH K cebe [BYX I'peHajiep CBOeH
rBapauu (y Hero ObLIa y>X U CBOSI I'BapAus) U
CIIEIITHO OTAAaeT MM KaKHe-TO IIpuKasaHus. ['pe-
HaJlepel OTIIPABJIAIOTCS II0 HAIIPaBJIEHUIO IIPO-
exaBIlIero sKuIIaXka rpada bpaTtuciaasa.

OXOTHUKH Y OIIYIIIKH Jieca BBbLIE3IU U3 IKU-
na)ka ¥ yriayomInch B 4dally. BoT ckopo paspgaJi-
Cs1 BBICTpeJI, IIOTOM [pPYrOM, TPeTHiH, II0OTOM B
HEeCKOJIbKHMX CTaxX IIaraxXx OIMTh BBICTpesI. /lBa
rpeHajepa /oJropyKoro KUHY/JIUCH B Ty Yallly Ha
BBICTpesibl. CMOTpPAT, IIpes HUMHU Ipa¢ BpatTu-



CJIaB.

«HeTr, 3TO He TOT, — IIen4YeT OAWUH IPYIO-
MY, — 3TOTO OCTaBUM, II0¥/IEM B Ty CTOPOHY».

W oHU IIOCHelIWId Tyha, Ife O0bI MUIesu-
MO. OH CTOSLT 3a JepeBOM H OCTOPO’KHO IIpHILe-
JINBAJICA B IITHILy. Paspmajics BBICTpes, IITHILA
BCIIOPXHYJIa, CHeJjiaja HECKOJLKO ABUIKEHUI B
BO3[yXe U yllaja, KaKk KaMeHb, B TpaBy I'yCTVIO.
U B 3Ty Xe caMyl0 MUHYTY YeTbIpe KpPeIIKUX Py-
KU cXBaTUIX MUJIe3SUMO 34 ILVIeYH.

— YT0 9TO0, UTO? — U3YMJIEHHO 00€pHYJICSI OH.

Ilepen HUM [Ba IpeHaziepa, U KPeIko gep>KatT
OHH eT0 3a PYKH U He BEIIYCKAIOT.

— OcraBpTe! UTO Takoe? — JIOMaHBIM PYC-
CKUM S3BIKOM CIIPOCHJI OH HX.

— A TO, UTO OT ero UMIIepPaTOPCKOIO Besrye-
CTBa He IIPHUKAa3aHO 3[eCb 0XOTUTHC, a IIPUKAa3a-
HO BCeX, KTO CTpeJigeT, CXBaThIBATh U BeCTH K
ero BeJINYeCTBY.

— Mo2KeT, 3TO U TaK, — 0TBeuaJl MHULJIe3HMO,
coobpaykasg, 4UTO BBIILIO TOJBKO HeJopasyMe-
HUe, — HO BCe ’Ke MeHs BBl He cMeeTe Tporarh, g
KaBajlep HMIIepaTOpPCKOro MUHHCTpa. K Tomy
JKe, 3Ta JIeCHas Jaya HaHsITa MOUM IIYPUHOM, U
s1 UMEI0 BCSKOe IIPaBo 3eCh OXOTUTHCA. OCTaBb-



Te JKe MeHs B II0KO0e, UINTe CBOeU JOPOTOIA.

Ho rpeHajiepsl He ciayiiaaucb. CaMbIM beclte-
PEMOHHBIM 06pasoM CKPYTHJIU OHU Hasaz eMy
PYKH ¥ IIOTAIIIHUIIN 38 COOOMA.

— /Jla 1I0CTOMTe, Ky/ia Bbl, HAKOHEI]! — B30e-
LIeHHBbIN, KpU4aJ OH. — ECjIM BBl MHe He Bepu-
Te, eCJIM Bbl MeHs He 3HaeTe, TaK OTBeJUTe CHa-
4Jajia K JIPyroMy OXOTHHKY, BOH TOT TOXKE€ 0XO-
TUTCS, CJBIIINTE BBICTPEJIbl, TOT[A IOMMeTe B
4eM ieJio.

Ho oHU ero He ciyllajy U TalllWIU U3 JIeca.
BOT ero skuIiak; OH rOBOPUT, UTO ITyCKal XOThb
OTIIYCTAT €ro, OH IoefieT B KapeTe. OHU U 3TOTO
CJIyLIaTh He XOTLT: TalllaT ero IellKoM. BoT oHu
YK B ropoge. I'pap MuresuMo, ¢ KpeIKo CBS-
3aHHBIMU Ha3aJ pyKaMH, JOJDKeH UJITHU MeXAy
OBYMSI TpeHaJiepaMH, yTOIlasi B TPsI3H, JOJDKEH
HUATA MUMO rayIITBaxThl BOPIla, OTKYy/ia Ha HEro
CMOTPAT OQUIlephl U I'BapAus, UATHU 0 CaMOTO
moMa KHs3g /l0JITOPYKOIO — BCEro IyTH OKOJIO
Tpex BepcT ObLIO. 'peHaziephl He OTIIYCKAJIU ero
HU Ha I1ar oT ce6s U IPOMKO pyrajuchk. I'pad I1o-
HUMaJI PyCCKUM S3BIK, IOHUMAJI, UTO 3TO TaKHe
pyraTesbCTBa, XyKe KOTOPBIX M BBIAyMaTh
HeBO3MO>XHO. CHayasia B30eIlleHHBIN U 0CKOPO-



JIEHHBIH, Tellepb OH PEeIIHUJICI MOJYaTh U TeplIle-
JIUBO BBIHOCHTE Bce 3TO. «KOHeuHo, ceryac Bce
PasbsACHUTC, IJIyIIble IPeHa/iepbl 6yAyT HaKasa-
HBI 33 UX IIOCTYIIOK».

IMomont K gAomy JOJTOPYKHX, BOT XOPOIIIO
3HAKOMBIM eMy cajfl, BOT Ta Orpaja, yepes KOTO-
Py Ilepesie3aJl OH Ha CBHUAAHUA C KHSDKHOM.
Asexced1 JJOJITOPYKUH BBIIIET HA KPBLIBIIO, YBU-
IeB MmjuIesuMo, HUCKOJIBKO He CMYTHJICS, HO
IIOCIIeIIMJI OT/aTh I'PeHaZiepaM IIpUKasaHue Pas-
BSI3aTh €My PYKH, Jake He IIOKJIOHUJICSI MOJIOJIO-
My rpady, He BIIyCTHJI ero K ceGe B I0M, TOJIBKO
CKasaJl eMy U3 IBepeu:

— JKaJrero, 4TO BEI IIOIIAJIUCEH B 3Ty UCTOPHIO.

— /la IIOMUIyHTe, KHA3h, — OTYAsgHHO KpHU-
4Jajsl MU/IIe3SUMO, — 4YTO 2K 3TO, HaKOHeIl, TaKoe?
[Ipuka>kuTe HeEMeJIEHHO OTIIyCTUTH MeHd.

— Bac B3suIH 110 IIpHUKa3aHUIo Ilapsi.

— IIpexpacHO, HO BeJb BBl K€ JOJDKHBI II0-
HATb, YTO TYT HeAOpasyMeHHe, MeHs HUKTO
OCKOPO6JIATL He cMeeT. 51 TpeOyro, UTOOBI BBI
HeMeJJIeHHO pPacHopsafAy/INCh HaKasaThb I9THX
I'PyOBIX COJIAT, KOTOPBIE He TOJIBKO CBSI3aJIU Me-
H¢, HO JJa’Ke O0CKOPOJI/IU U PYraIkCh.

— HerT, 1 UX He HaKaXXy, — CyX0 oTBevaJ [[0JI-



TOPYKHUM, — OHU UCIIOJTHUJINA CBOI0 0043aHHOCTB.
MHe HeKoI/ja TOBOPUTH C BaMH, Ipad, HAUTeE CBO-
el JopOoro.

W xHg3b AJiekcel I'puropreBUY I10BepHYJICA
K HeMy CIIMHOIO, BOIIIeJI B JOM H 3aIlep 3a co6010
IBepb. CosiaTel pasBg3aliv, HaKoOHeL], MUJIIesu-
MO PYKH U CKpBUIHMCH. OH OCTaJICa OWH Ilepef
3alepTou ABephbl0. B IIepByr0 MHUHYTY eMy XOTe-
JIOCh BJIOMUTBLCA B IOM U IIPOYUYUTH XOPOILIEHLKO
3a3HaBIIIET0Cs BeJIbMOXKY, HO IBeph OblLIa 3aIep-
Ta Ha KJII0Y, ¥ OH TILETHO B Hee CTy4aJsICs.

KoHeuHO, B TOT ke [ileHb II0JHIaCh UCTOPU;
MustesuMo pacckasanl 060 BceM rpa¢y Bpatu-
ciaBy. ToT mpHiIlies B 6eIIeHCTBO U TaK PacCTpPo-
HJICS, YTO Jla>Ke IIOYYyBCTBOBaJ cebs AypHO. OH
IocJIaJl CeKpeTaps II0COJIbCTBA K IepIiory Jie —
JIUpHUA COOOIUTE €My O CIAyYHUBIIEMCHI U IIPO-
CHUTB €ro IIPUHATh YYaCTHe B 3TOM JieJIe.

Teprior e — JIMpus B CBOIO O4Yepeab HeMe[-
JIeHHO oThnpaBmicsad K OcrepMaHy. OH TOJIKOBAJI
eMy O Ba>KHOCTHU OCKOpPOJIeHHs, HAaHeCEeHHOIO B
e MH/IeSHMO IlecapCKOMy IIOCOJIBCTBY, O
HeoOX0ZUMOCTH JaTh rpady BpaTHciaBy Hagle-
JKallee yAOBJIETBOPeHUE M OKOHYUTH 3TO [eJI0
THUXO0 BO u36exaHHe IIyO6JMYHOCTH. Ecim BpaTu-



cj1aB He Oy[eT YAOBJIETBOPEH, OH IIOMIET [aJlb-
Ille, HABEpHOe, a IIPUHUMas BO BHUMaHUe OJINS3-
KOe POZCTBO roCymaps C IjecapeM, MOKHO OXKH-
IaTh BeCbMa HEIIPUATHBIX II0CIe[CTBUH. OCTep-
MaH COIJIACHJICS C Te€PIIOIOM, XOPOIIIO IIOHSI, UTO
HY>KHO BCAYeCKU Y[ OBJIETBOPUTHL Ipada BpaTu-
craBa U MuiesuMo, Jaske IIpeskzie, UeM OHU
aToro 6yayT Tpe6oBaTh.

Ot OcTtepMmaHa repiior ge — JIupua 1moexas K
HUBany /Jlosropykomy. ToT ToKe HeMeIJIeHHO
o6elrias BCce YCTPOUTH U I10CJIaJI CBOETO CeKpeTa-
ps B aBCTPUUCKOE II0COJIBLCTBO BHIPA3sUTh rpady
bpaTuciaBy cokaJeHHe O IIPOUCIIeAIeM U YBe-
peHue B TOM, UTO I'peHajiepbl OyAyT CTPOro HaKa-
3aHBL

Asexceii I'puropreBHUY IJIYIIO 3ayMaJl 3TO Je-
JIO, ¥ OHO, KOHEYHO, HUYeM He KOHYMJIOCh. Buzg,
YTO HUYero He BO3bBMET, OH CTApaJICa II0BEPHYTh
BCe Tak, 4To Muuiesumo OyATO GBI Ha 3asBile-
HUe I'peHaziep 0 apCKOM yKa3se He OXOTUTHCA Ha
paccrosHru 30 BepcT 0T MOCKBEI, Cejasl BEI-
CTpeJI HaJl UX TOJIOBAMHM, He II0IIaJI, OIIATh Havajl
B HUX IIPUIleJIUBATHCI U 00HAKWJI Ha HUX IIIIIa-
I'y. 3TO O0BbACHEHHE II0YeMY-TO BJAPYT CTaJ II0J-
JepxxuBaTb U OcTepMmaH. Yepe3 [eHb reprior



e — Jlupud yoKe cuuTasl U ceds1 0CKOpOJIEHHBIM,
BCe UyTh He IIepecCOpHMCh. [Iymas HMcTopus
II0JIOJKUTEJILHO HauMHaJIa I'PO3UTH IIeperTH B
II0JIUTUYEeCKoe coObITHe. HaKoHel Koe-KaK Bce
yaaguiand. Kuasb Asrexkceit J0JITOPYKHUM H3BUHIII-
cq nepep, rpapom BpatuciaBoM. OH IIpHUCIal B
I1ecapCKoe II0COJIbCTBO OT CBOEr0 MMeHHU Opura-
IUpa, KOTOPBIX 00 BABUII, UTO KHA3L 6€CKOHEYHO
CoKaJleeT O CIAy4yHUBIIeMcsa € rpapoM MuUJLIesH-
MO, YTO TpeHajieprl 3a TO, YTO He OTHECJIHUCH K
HeMy, BOIIPeKH [TaHHBIM KM IIPUKa3aHHUAM, C
DOJDKHBIM IIOUTEeHHEeM, HaKas3aHbI, KaK TOIO 3a-
CJIY>KHJIH, 1 UTO UX HaKaKyT ellle CUILHee, eC/Ix
oyzeT yrogHo rpady MH/LIe3HUMO U eCIH OH CO-
uTeT HeJOCTaTOYHBIM y)Ke NaHHOe HaKasaHHe.
I'pad Bpatucias 1 MujiesuMo MaXHyJIU Ha Bce
PYKOH W IIOKOHYMIH feso. CiefcTBUEM ero Obl-
JIO TOJIBKO TO, uTo Katromra /lojropykast y>k He
MOIJIa pacCUUTHIBaTh BCTPETUTH y cebs B loMe
CBOEro BO3JIIOJIEHHOIO: KOHEYHO, eMy Tellepb
He IIPe/CTaBJIsA/IOCh HUKAKOM BO3MOKHOCTH II0-
ABJIATBCA K JloJiropyKuM. OH ycIies 060 BCeM Ha-
IIMcaTh ey, U OHa CTaJa elle pasgpa’kKuTesIbHee
U C HEeCKpBhIBaeMBIM y>Ke HeTrol0BaHHeM IJIdjes1a
Ha 0TIa cBoero. ToJIbKO 0 TOM M JyMaJsia OHa Te-



Iepb, 4T06 Kak-HUOYyAb ybexxaTb U3 foMy. Eciu
OBI PYTO¥ OBLI XapaKTep Y MOJIOL0T0 MUJLIe3H-
MO, 3TO 6B U CIy4YHJIOCH HeIIpeMeHHO, HO OH He
yMeJl HUYero yCTPOUTh, & MOXKET OBITh, U TPY-
CHIL

pouwrto jsero 1729 roma. HacTyluia OCeHb,

HeHacCTHasd, XoJofHaA. MMIiiepaTop efBa IIO-
KasblBaJICd B TOpoZie Ha JieHb, IPYroil U CHOBAa
ye3kai ¢ Jlosropykumu. Terepp OH I10exajl Ha
CeTyHb, BepcT 3a 20 oT MockBEI. [loexas ¢ 0HU-
MU JIOJITOPYKUMU KW He BO3Bpalaercs. Mecdis
IIPOIllesI ¥ JPYIOM HayaJsICcsd, a ero Bce HeT.

MUHUCTPEI U IIpOYHEe CAHOBHUKHU 6e3 ToCyza-
pd TOXKe YXOIAT OT JieJI, KUBYT Ha Jayax, OT/bI-
xawT. B BepxoBHoMm CoBeTe Jesia 3allyllleHBI
CTpAlIIHO, )Ka1006 He obepellbca. MHOTUM He BEHI-
JAlT >KaJOBaHbs, HEBEJAOMO KyJa M3 Ka3HBI
IIPOIIaZar0T eHBbIH.

Ho BOT oceHb. Heroroza Bcex BepHyJia B IO-
POZ, a rocyzaps Bce HeT; MHOTHe [ja’ke HaBepHOe
He 3HaI0T, I7ie OH. ABOCb, XOTS KO JHIO POXKIeHUA
CBOero BepHeTcd. K sToMy AHIO [es1aroTcs 60JIb-
IIMe IIPUTOTOBJIEHUs, 3arOTOBJIEH (QelepBepkK,



00eJ; POCKOIIIHBIN BO ABopIie. Ho mMmepaTop He
BEpHYJICI — TaK 6e3 Hero U oTIpasgHoBaIHu. I1o
BCeMY ropoAy 6bl1a 3a’KeHa UIIFOMUHAITUS.

Ha oGene BO JBOpIle HaXOAWJINCH BCe CAHOB-
HUKH U UHOCTPaHHble MUHUCTPEHI. POJIb X03sI1HA
passirpeiBas OcTrepMaH, a UMIIEpaTOPCKOe MeCTO
6110 IIycTO. TOJIBKO HIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIN Qerep-
BEpPK He COXKIJIM B 3TOT JiIeHb, a OCTaBUJIU [
IPYTOTO CJIy4asl.

CTpalllHBIM PpPOIIOT MOAHsICA II0 MOCKBe.
BceM, HaKOHel, ICHO CTaJIo, YTO BCe 3TO 3HAUMT,
0TUYero He BO3BpalljaeTcs umiepatop. KoHeuHo,
KHA3b AJlekced 'pUropbeBUY TOMY €JHHCTBEH-
HOM IIPUYMHOM: OH PeBHYyeT rocyjaps KO BCeM,
O6oUTCA IIOTEPSITh €ro paclioJIo)KeHHe, OGOUTCH,
4TO KTO-HUOY/bL HaroBOpUT Ha Hero. OH, HaBep-
HOe, Telleph KeHUT UMIlepaTopa Ha CBOeH Jjoye-
pH; oHa ¢ HUMHU Ha CeTyHH M HUKOIO, KpoMme
JIOJITOPYKUX, TaM HeT. BepHble JIIOAU TOBOPAT,
4TO yKe 6pak 3TOT JeJI0 pellleHHOe; HaBepHOe,
HUMIlepaTop BepHeTCd B MOCKBY yKe >KeHaTbIM:
UX 06BeHYaeT POCTOBCKHUIM apXUEeIHCKOII.

Bce y6esxzaeT B TOM, UTO 3aTeeHHOe /l0JITOPY-
KUMHU [leJI0 He CerofiHsd — 3aBTpa COBEPIIUTC.
O4YeBUJHO, YTO BO [BOpIle IIPUIOTOBJIAITCA K



4yeMy-TO HeOOBIKHOBeHHOMY. CO BCeX CTOPOH
CTOHAIOT IOPTHBIX U 3aJal0T UM CIIEIIIHYI0 Pabo-
Ty. HUKaKoro Top>KecTBa SIBHOIO He IIPHTOTOB-
JI1eTCs, CJIefloBaTeJIbHO, HaBepHOe OBITH CBa-
InoOe.

PoIIoT CaHOBHUKOB M IIPH/IBOPHBIX BO3PacCTa-
eT. Bce Ternmeps HeHaBHIAT /lOJITOPYKHUX, HU O[I-
HOTIO ApyTra HeT y HUX, U IIyIlle BCeX HeHaBHUIUT
ux OcrepMaH.

HecMmoTps Ha BCIO CBOIO XHTPOCTH M YMeHHEe
JIATUTHL CO BCEMH, Ha BBICOKOE€ MHEHHE 0 HeM
Ajtexces I'puropreBuYa, OH Tellepb BHIHUT, UTO
JloJIropyKue 060IIIM ero, YTO OH OKOHYaTeJIbHO
IIOTepsI BCe CBOEe BJIMIHHE Ha HMIIEpaTopa, H
€CJIM ellle He CIIMXHYJIHM ero C MecTa, TO TOJIbKO
II0TOMY, YTO Hy’KeH pabOoTHHUK. /lejlaTh HeUero —
paboraeTr AHzpel MBaHOBUY, HU BO YTO CTapa-
€TCsd He MeIlaThCs, OT BCeX CKPBHITHUYAET.

YacTo K HeMy 3ae3’kaeT repror ge — JIupusd,
repefaeT TO TOT, TO APYrOM CIyX M CMYILIAETCA
BHIUMBIM paBHOAyIIHeM OcTepMaHa.

—/la Begb IIOHHUMaeTe, 6apOH, — TOPAYHUT-
c1 gme — Jlupud, — Begb Tellepb HHYEM He
IIpefoTBPaTHUIIL 3TOI0 HEHaBUCTHOIO Opaka, a ¢
3TUM OpakoM KOHeIl BceMy; B IleTepOypr yx He



BEepPHYTHCA...

— Jla 4TO0 ’Ke Telleph [AesaTh?! — IOKUMaeT
mwieyaMu OctepMaH. — K ToMy >Ke, HET HUYETO
BEPHOTO.

— IloMuiyiiTe, KaKk He BepHO; Begb TOBOPAT
BOT TO-TO U TO-TO. K TOMYy ’Ke, 4 3Hat0, UTO V J[0JI-
TOPYKUX B JIOMe TO>Ke B Ka’KJOU KOMHAaTe II0
HEeCKOJIbKY IIBeM CHUAUT; 3allacaloTCsd MHOKe-
CTBOM HapsLoB. BOT BEI Ke TOBOPUTE, YTO KPeEM-
JIEBCKUU IBOpeEL] OTAeJIbIBAeTCA C BeJIUYaUIINM
BeJuKoJIenmueM. Tak Kak ’Ke HeT HUYero BepHO-
ro.

— 51 He Ipo TO, — Me[JIeHHO oTBeuaeT OCTep-
MaH. — [IpUroToBJIeHUS [eJIal0TCd OYeHb 00JIb-
IIIKe ¥ TaiHO U SIBHO, [Ia Beb U y KHA35 MeHIIIU-
KOBa BCe OBLJIO TOTOBO, U y>Ke U B KaJleHJaphb 3a-
KasajJl OH 3aIMcaTh UMeHa W JHU POXKIeHUS
BCeX IIEPCOH CBOEro Z0Ma, a ellle He BEIIIes 3TOT
KaJIeH[laph U3 IleuaTHU, KaK TOT >Ke MeHIITUKOB
U BCe IIePCOHEI eTo ;oMa OBIIH 110 opore B bepe-
30B.

— Hy fa... KoHeUHO, 1 He COMHeBaloCh, YTO
JoJITOpyKHe KOHYAT TaK Ke...

U repror fe — JIUpUd CIIEIIUT K ce6e IIoApoo-
HO OTIIMCAaTh 0060 BCe CBOEMY IIPaBUTEJILCTBY.



A 3a 20 BepcT 0T MOCKBEI, B >XKHUBOIIHMCHOM
MeCTHOCTH, Ha Oepery pexku CeTyHH, BO3BBIIIIA-
I0TC HOBble HeOOBIYaMHO OBICTPO BO3HHUKIIIHE
IOCTPOMKHU. I'ocyzapk mUpyeT TaM € JJOJITOPYKU-
MU U He 3aMevaeT, WM He X0UeT 3aMeTHUTh, KaK
IAKO, HEBO3MOKHO JKU3HB HUJIET Y HUX. /la U [1ei-
CTBHTEJILHO, TPYAHO IIOHATH, UYTO TaM TaKoe TBO-
putcs. KHa3b ViBaH Ha cebs He II0XO0XK CZeJIajIcsd,
MpadveH, APyroHd pas I10 LeJIBIM JHIM 3allupaeT-
cd B CBOeM KOMHAaTe, MOJIUTCSA. EC/IM OB 3aX0TelI,
OH MOT GBI OZJTHUM CJIOBOM, MOXKeT OBITh, CIIaCTH
HMIlepaTopa OT Yrpo’Karwllned eMy Tubesd, HO
OH He TOBOPHT 3TOI0 CJI0BA. XBaTHJIO Y HETO CHU-
JIBI, XBaTHJIO XapaKTepa I100elUTh CBOU CTPACTH,
CBOH ’KeJIaHHsd, a He XBaTaeT CHJIBI, He XBaTaeT
XapakTepa BOCCTaTh IIPOTHUB OTIIA, IIPOTHUB POJ-
HU. THOH ieHb 110 HEeCKOJILKY pa3 IIPOCUTCA OH,
4TOOBI OTIYCTHJI ero B MOCKBY HMIIepaTop, Aa
TOT He ITyCKaeT.

Kusoxay KaTepuHy He IIOMMeEINb HUKAK: TO
CHJUT OHAa U II0 IIeJIbIM YacaM He TOBOPHUT HHU C
KeM HH CJI0OBa, TO BAPYT BCIIBIXHET BCsd, IJIasa 3a-
TOPATCs, OHa OKHMBHUTCSI U CMeeTCsd, U IIYTHUT, U
3abaBJizeT UMIlepaTopa, II0eT eMy, UrpaeT C HUM
B KapTel. Ilepen oThe3soM Ha 3Ty IOC/IESHIOIO



0XOTYy HaIlrcajia OHa IIMCbMO0 MULJIe3UMO, IIUCh-
Mo, 06siiToe cie3aMu. [Ircasa emMy, 4YTO €CJIU Te-
Ilephb He CIlaceT OH ee, 0HA, BEpPHO, IIOTUOHET, YTO
OH [0JDKEeH, He MeIllKas, IBUTHCSI U YBe3TU ee U3
noMy. Ilporres geHb, APYroM, OTBeTa HUKAKOIO
He ObLJIIO OT MUJIJIE3UMO, U BOT yBe3JH ee Ha Ce-
TyHb. OCTaBasdACh OfHA, B THUIIIMHE CBOEU CIIaJIb-
HHU, 4acTo IIaUeT OHa U JIOMaeT PyKH.

«HeT, BUZIHO, He JIIOOUT OH MeHs, He CyMeJl
criacTd BoBpeMms. M 4TO 3TO 3a 4esioBeK, boxke
moit! UTo 3a yesoBeK? ITO TpAlKa Kakag-To! He
JIIOOUTH, a IIpesupaTh MHe ero Hano. /la U pas-
JIX00JII0, 1 BO3SHEHABIDKY €ro, U HasjIo eMy CJie-
JIaxo Bcel»

Ho BCIloMHHaeT OHa MOJIOZLOIO rpaga, BCIIO-
MUHHaeT KaK[0e ero CJIOBO U Ka’KAbIH B3IJIAL
ero. Kak HafdBy IIOBTOPAITCS Ilepel HEK IeT-
CKU — HeBUHHBIe U 0eCKOHEeUYHO — MUJIbIe Yachl
THUXOI0 C HUM CBHIAaHUS, U YyBCTBYeT KHKHA,
YTO He MOJXKeT IIpe3upaTh ero, 4YTo He MOXKeT
HeHaBUJIeTh. JIIOOUT ero ee cepalte. U onsTh 0Ha
IUIa4yeT U BCe JKAEeT — He OyJeT JIM el KaK-HU-
OyAb CloZia BeCTOYKH OT MIJIOTO Apyra. HapouHo
YacToO BBIXOAWT OHAa Ha [IOPOry; ILyMaeT, BOT
SIBUTCS, BOT yBe3eT ee U CIIPAYeT TaK, YTO HUKTO



HUKOIZIAa UX He ChIleT. Ho HUKTO ee He YBO3UT.
Ee 30BYT K UMIIepaTOpy, a TOT IIPOCUT IIOUTPATh
C HUM B KapThl, U OHa CagUTCs, U CO 3JI00BI Ha
CBOEro MHJIOTO HauMHaeT KOKeTHHUYATh C IleT-
POM, HEKHO Ha HEro IJIgfeTh, CJIaJKO eMy YJIbl-
6aTbCcd. B MHBIe MUHYTHI IIPUXOIUT €M U TaKas
MBICJIb: «a UTO ’Ke, B CaMOM JieJjie, pasBe IypHO
OBITH Iapulleii? BoT Torma-to 6yzeT CBOSI BOJIS;
BOT TOTZAa-TO HUKTO U IIUKHYThH IIpeZ0 MHOK He
II0CMeeT; HaJl BceMH 1 OyAy BjacTBOBaTh. OTeIl
CePAUTHIN /1a TPO3HBIKA PYKU § MeHs I1eJI0BaTh
oyzet!»

A TeM BpeMeHeM AjieKcell ['pHUTroOpbeBHUY [I0-
IeJbIBaeT CBOe JeJsio0. Bce cpencTBa, Jaske caMble
HEeII03BOJIUTeJIbHEIE, YIIOTPEOJISIET OH, YTOOHI 3a-
CTaBUTh UMIIepaTopa CAeJaTh IIpeiokeHue Ka-
TIOLIe: HECKPOMHBIE peur O Hell 3aBOJUT, BOC-
XBaJIsIeT KpacoTy ee, BCce ee IIpesecTU. MMirepa-
TOp y’Ke IaBHO IiepecTasl OBITh pebeHKOM, OH
yoKe JaBHO IIPUBBIK I[[eHUTH KPacoTy KeHCKYI0 U
HY’KIaTbCd B ee OJIM30CTH, a TYT HUKOI'O HeT,
KpoMe KHsDKHBI KaTwIM, U 4yTh He KaKAyIo
MUHYTy €My TOBOpAT O HeH... I coBceM Gecco-
3HaTeJIbHO HAauWHaeT B Hee BIJISIJbIBATHCA UM-
nepatop. EMy elle ¥ B TOJIOBY He IIPUXOIUT



MBICJIb 0 BO3MOKHOCTH 6paKa C Helo, HO OH yXKe
BUIUT B HEU XOPOIIEHBLKYIO JAEBYIIKY U HaUMHa-
eT IMOHUMaTh U YYBCTBOBAThb, UYTO CTOUT €MY
TOJILKO IIPOTSIHYTH PYKHU K Hel, YTOOBI B3STh ee.
Ero yxe mpuy4yuiau He ILIePEMOHUTHLCS; 3a 00e-
JaMH U YKHHaMU Ajiekcerl ['pUropbreBUY COO6-
CTBEHHOPYYHO IIO[JINBAaeT €My BHUHA KPeIIKOro,
U MYTHUTCA rojioBa y 6egHoro roHoIIU. CoBceM
IIpUIILJIa eMy IIOTHU6e/Ib, HUKTO He CKaJIUTCSI Haf,
HUM, HU OTHOM POLHOU AYIIIH BOKPYT HET.

BoT 3apasicsa JeHb TaKOM HEHACTHBIU, BeTpe-
HBbIM [NOKIJIMBBIM, UTO HHKAK HeJb3d II00XO-
TUTHCA. C yTpa BCe CUIOAT 3allepIluch. TOJIBKO
yTo moobemanu. O6en OBLT OOWJIBHBIM, BHHA
MHOT'0 BBIITWJIN. B IJIMHHOM KpecJje IPOTAHYJICS
UMIIepaTop; BO3JIe HET0 Ha TaKOM jKe Kpecje B
rpalfo3HOM I103e KHsDKHa Kartromra; TyT ke
Anexceii I'puropbeBud U IIpackoBbs IOppeBHa.

OmHoro xHsA3g MBaHa HeT. He To gpemiieTcs,
He TO I'Pe3UTCs UTO0-TO, He TO HeMoxKeTcd [leTpy
AnekceeBuuy. [1asa caMu €060 CMBIKAIOTCH.
Ho BOT OH OTKpBIBaeT UX U BUIUT Iepes; CO60X0
Bce Ty sKe Katromly. TUX0 B KOMHaTe, TOJIbKO
NOXKIb CTYYHUTCS B OKHA, /1a JaJIeKO Ha JBOpe Jia-
0T OXOTHUYbU COOaKHU.



KaTromra OTKHMHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha CIIMHKY Kpec-
Jla, MeJILKOM B3TJIIHyJa B Iyasa IleTpy u oIry-
CTH/Ia JJIMHHBIe pecHHUIbl. Ha Iexkax ee TO
BCIIBIXMBAaeT, TO IIpolajfaeT pyMsHell. IlogHsaaa
OHA CBOI0 PYyKy. IIITUPOKUI pPyKaB aTJIaCHBINA OT-
BOPOTHJICS; pyKa HeKHas, 6eslad U CBepKaloT Ha
HeH oporue KaMeHbsI.

— Kaxkue y Tebg pyKHu Kpacusble, KaTroa! —
B IIOJIyipeMoTe TOBOPHUT IleTp, OIATH 3aKpEIBAeT
IJ1a3a U OIIITh MX OTKPHIBAeT, © CHOBA CMOTPHT
Ha KaTIOIIMHEI PYKH.

THx0, He3aMeTHO YXOOUT AJieKcell I'puropee-
BHY C )KEHOI0, HUKOI'0 HeT B KOMHaTe.

— Yro ’Xe 3TO0 BCe YIUIU? — 3aMedaeT IOHO-
ma. — CKy4HO 4TO-TO, KaTroIa, paccKaku MHe
4TO-HUOY/b.

— /la Beib 1 MHe TO>Ke CKY4HO, U 5 OBl paja,
4TOOBI MHe BeceJsioe paccKasasu!

— Ilorogy, — BAPYr OXKHUBJILETCA HMIIEPa-
TOp, — 51 CeHMyac pacckaky Tebe BeceJioe.

OH BCTaeT, IIOJABUTAET CBOE KPeC/Io K AeBYIII-
Ke U CaJiuTCsa pafoM ¢ Hero. OH B3sI ee 3a PYKY,
paccMaTpHBaeT ee JOPOrHe KOJbIla, pacCMaTPH-
BaeT ee TOHKHe, He)KHEIe MajbIlbl. BOT IMogHeC
3Ty PYKY K ry6aM, IieyeT KaKAbIH I1aJIbYHK.



— UTo Xe — obeljajg Becejioe paccKasaThb, a
He paccKasbIBaelllb, ToCyAaphb?! — THUXO IIPOTOBO-
pHiIa KHSDKHA, HE OTHUMAs PYKU. — JTO COBCEM
He BeCeJIo, UTO IaJbITbl MHE ITeJyelllb.

— ITocToi, morogu. UTo >Ke paccKashlBaTh Te-
6e? — mpsIMO B Iviasa B3IJIAHYJ el IleTp. — Hy,
BOT UTO, KakKas Thl XOpOIlleHbKas, KaKue IJjasa
ClIaBHBIe, OOJIbIIIME, YepHble, PECHUIILI [JIMH-
Hble, [IIeUYKU He)XHble, 3yOKU Oesible. Hy 4TO, Be-
CeJIo 3TO?

— 0%, KaK cKy4yHO! Bce 9T0 3Har J1aBHO 4 Ca-
Ma, BCe cTapoe.

CaM He IIOHMMaeT UMIIEPATOP, YTO C HUM Ta-
Koe. Bapyr y»kacHO ImoHpaBUJIach eMy KaTrola;
HUKOI7ZIA ellle TaK He HpaBWJIACh, KaK OYATO B
IIepBBIM pas OH ee BUAUT. EMy yKacHO XoueTcs
II011eJI0BaTh €e.

— KarTrommra, moreayi MeHs! — TOBOPHUT OH,
ele 6JIM>Ke IIOJIBUTAsICh K HEM.

— C gero 3T0? He cBeT/IBIM IIPa3IHUK, C Uero
OyzeM MBI C TO6010 XPUCTOCOBATHCA?

—/la Hy ’Xe, TIOILIeJIy#, II0)KaJIyiCTa, paso-
yek! — mpucraert lleTp.

— Hu 3a uto!

— A, Tak TBI BOT Kak! TheI 3a0bLy1a, UTO I TBOM



HUMIIepaTop, YTO S MOTY IIpHUKasbIBaTh Tebe, a ThI
IOJDKHA CIyILIaThC.

—A g MOry He IIOC/AyIIaThCHA, — KaIpPHU3HO
CKasaja KHsDKHaA, — 4 IIPUKa3saHUM HUKOIZa He
CJIyILIAlOCh. BOT ecid 6bI XOPOIIIEHBKO ITOIIPOCH-
JI1 MeHs, Ballle BeJIMYeCcTBO, HY, TOTZa Obl ellle,
MO’KeT OBITh, ITOC/IYIIIaJ1ach.

— Tak g ripoiry Te6s, KaTroma.

— Mau1o, He TaK.

— Kak ’xe MHe IIpOCUTE, 1 U He 3Har0. UTo ke
MHe — CTaThb Ha KOJIeHU IIepes; TO600, 4TO JIu!
Xouellb, 1 BCTaHY?

— 3aueM 3T0? Ceriyac TOBOPHJIH, YTO IIPHKA-
3aTh MHe MOJKeTe, a Tellepb Ha KOJIeHH...

U Bce 6ouibiie U 6osibiite HpaBuTcd [leTpy Ka-
Troma. Ene 6/1ryKe OH K Hell IIPUBUTAETCS; BOT
B3s1JI YoKe 00e ee pyKH, CTaJl Ilepe/i Hel0 Ha KoJle-
HU U 00HAT ee 3a 1110, IPUTAHYJI ee K cebe, I1e-
gyeT. OHa OTBOpayuBaeTCd, a OH IieJyeT elle
Kpelrye. BApyr ero caMoro KTo-To 0OHMUMaeT, KTO-
TO U ero reiyeT. OH 06epHyJICs, BCTaJ C KOJIEH U
BUIUT — KHA3b AJlekceill ['pUTOpbeBUY BeCh B
ce3ax, a caM yJjblbaeTcs; 3a HUM IIpacKoBbs
IOpreBHa TO)Ke CHIelIUT O0OHATH HMIlepaTopa.
Kua3p Asekced [pUropbeBUY CXBAaTUII PYKY [leT-



Ppa KpeIKo II0I1eJIOBAJI ee.

«Tak 4TO >Xe 3T0? — nymaerca Iletpy.— A
JKIaJ, YTO OHU OpaHUTH OyAyT MeHs 3a MOIO
BOJILHOCTHL C KaTrolreir, a OHM TOYHO 6Js1arofa-
PUTH COOHUpPAIOTC, pagbl!»

— AX, rocyapb MOl MUJIOCTHUBBIM, Ballle M-
IIepaTOPCKOe BeJIMYeCTBO! — COCTPOMB Pa0OCT-
HYIO U B TO ’Ke BpeMs paCTPOTaHHYI MUHY U BbI-
JKHMasi U3 IJIa3 cjIe3bl, HaunHaeT AJlekced I'pu-
ropreBUY. — Kak yxe M pasoBaThbCsd, He 3HAIO.
CuacTre Takoe BeJIMKOe IIpUBajIuiIo, bora 6s1aro-
JapUTh He YMEH 3a TaKyX MUIOCTb. OHO TOJIb-
KO MOIy CKasaThb Tebe, rocyfapb MoH, — Oyaer
OHa Tebe HOOPOM KEHOM. YK TaK OHa Tebs JIIo-
OUT, UTO U CKa3aTb HeBO3MOJKHO... /IlaBHO MBI C
KHiaruHen I[IpackoBbed IIPO 3TO 3HaeM, J1a MOJI-
4Jajy, COKpYIIaJHCh TOJIBKO Ha Hee, OGemHYIO,
rang. Hy, BOT ¥ JOXKAA/IHUCEh PafoCcTH! ..

KHa3p AJlekcell CHOBa KHUHYyJICI OOHUMAaTh
UMIlepaTopa, OBICTPO CXBATHJI €ro PyKy, HO Ha
3TOT pas He IIOIIeJIOBAJI, a BJIOYKHJ B PYKY KHSDK-
Hbl KaTrolmu u Jep>kKajl UX KpeIlko, APYTOM pPy-
Ko Kpectd [TeTpa.

— bilarocsiaBiisito  Tebs, rocyZapb BeJIMKHUM,
IOpOTOM ChIH MOM. CaM 3Haellb BCH JIOO0OBB



MOI0 K Tebe, a Tellepb, KakeTcs, ellfe OOJIbIIIe
JIIOOUTH Oyzay. BCcro ayIly CBOXO 3a TEOSI IIOJIOXKY.
BJ1arocyi0BU U THI UX, KHATHHS.

U xuarung [IpackoBbd IOpbeBHA TOXKE II0XO0-
IUT, TOKe OOHUMaeT UMIlepaTopa U J04b, Kpe-
CTUT UX U UTO-TO IIIeITyeT.

Hu cioBa He BrIrOBOpHII IleTp, HU ci0Ba He
BeIMOJIBHJIA M KaTromra. OHa OblIa 6JieTHa, KaK
CMepPTh, BAPYT 3apbliajia U BblOe)Kajla U3 KOMHa-
Thl. BMeCcTO Hee ABMJIMCEH OCTaJIBHBIE [[OJITOPY-
KHe U KHA3b VBaH ToXe.

— CBIH, II03/IpaBb IOCyZaps, OH >KEeHUX Ha-
mreit KaTromru.

ViBaH orszes1 BceX 6e3yMHBIMU IJIa3aMU.

— Taxk Jy1 3TO, IIpaBJa Jik 3T0? — 0bpaTUiICA
OH K UMIIepaTopy.

ToT MpayHO OIIyCTHJICA B KpecJOo U He MOT
HHUYero OTBeTUTH. ['0jI0Ba ero Kpy’Kujaachk, caM
OH He IIOMHMJI IIOTOM, KaK B pyKe ero O4yTHJIach
30JI0Tas1 CTOIIKA U KaK OH BBIIIUJI ee 10 Ha, a 3a-
TEM BBIIIWJI ellle U ellle.

— IlpaBra Jsm, IpaBza JU? — CIpanivBaeT
KHA3b MBaH, KpeIKko CTUCKUBas CBOUMHU XOJIOJ-
HBIMH, IPOXKaBIIUMU PYKaMU PYKy HMMIIepaTo-

pa.



— Bupuimib, 4yTo IIpaBfa, — C€1ab0 OTBETHII
emy Iletp.

BoJsibllle OH HUYEro y>K He IIOMHUJI. Y HETO 3a-
Kpy>KWJIach TOJIOBa He TO OT BUHA, He TO OT BOJI-
HeHUd. Ero 6epe’XHO CHeC/IU B CIIaJIbHIO, pasjie-
JIA ! YJI07KUJIH.

v

POCHYBILIMCh Ha CJIeAylolllee yTPo, MMIIepa-

TOP OJITO coo6parkaJsl, UYTO C HUM OBLJIIO HaKa-
HyHe. BBIJIO YTO-TO, OYeBHJHO, ObLIO. OH YYB-
CTBYeT TSDKECThb KaKylo-TO, KaK-TO HEJIOBKO Y
Hero Ha Jyllle — HellpeMeHHO OBLJIO UTO-TO BaK-
HOe W Hexopollee. I BOT OH BCe IIPHUIIOMHUIL,
ceparie ero 60JIe3HEHHO CKaJIoCh, M eMy CTasIo
BJIPYT HEBBIHOCHMO TsDKeJIOo, U Bor 3HaeT, 4To 6B1
Zajl OH, JIMIIb Obl He OBLJIO 3TOT0 HECYaCTHOIO
BUepallrHero JH4.

— /Jla Hey’>KeJIM HeJIb3s BCe 3TO Ilepefesarh!
TyT ommbKa, y>kacHas oIIHOKa. OH BOBCe He XO-
YeT JKEHUTHCS, OH BOBCe He JIIOUT KHOKHBI
Josropykoi. /la ¥ 4TO >Ke, pasBe CKasaJl OH el
4TO-HUOY[b Takoe? PasBe IIPOCHUJ ee BBIMTH 3a
Hero 3aMy>K? Huuero Takoro He TOBOPHJI OH. UTO
JKe TaKoe BCe 3TO 3HAYMT, OTYero Tak cpasy Bce



HaKHHYJINCEH II03APaBIATE ero? Ho Begb OH CTO-
71 Ha KOJIeHAX IIpe]; KHOKHOI0, 00HUMaJI ee, II0-
KpBIBAJI IIOLIeJIyIMH ee IeKu. OTerr ¥ MaTh BO-
LIITH, YBUMEJIU U IIOAyMAaJIH, UTO OH, HaBEPHOE,
cliestasl el Ipe/iyIo’KeHYe, MHaUe He CTOsUI Obl Ha
KOJIeH$IX, He I1eJI0BaJl Obl.

— /la Kak ’Ke CMeJl OHH 3TO IIoAyMaTh! —
BBEIPBaJIOCH Y MMIlepaTopa. — PasBe g He MOIy
TaK II0I[eJI0BaTh ee?

U BIpyT cTasIo eMy 3a ce6s1 COBeCTHO.

«KoHeuHO, He MOry, — IIOAyMaJ OH.— MEI
JKHUJIM BMecCTe, ObLIM OJIM3KU JAPYT K IpPYyry, HO
BeJb Bce >Xe KaTroma He Kakasg-HUOyAb Apyras
ZleBYIIIKa, BCe ’Ke OHa KHsDKHa OJ1aropojHasi, U K
TOMY 7Ke s HU4Yero AypHOro He 3aMedasl 3a Helo.
He B mepBEI1 pa3 X0TeJI A II0I1eJI0BAaTh ee, HO OHA
BCeI7la 0TBOpayMuBaJach, a TO TaK U yberasua co-
BceM. S He MMeJI IIpaBa HaCUJILHO IIeJI0BATH ee,
a ecd IieJIoBaJl, TO, 3HAYUT, He C TeM, YTOOBI
OCKOpOUTBH, 3HaAuuT, AJlekcell [puUuropreBuy
HMeJI IIPaBo IOAYMAaTh, UTO 1 CliesIal e IIpe/IJIo-
JKeHue!»

JelCcTBUTENbHO, AJleKcer 'puUropreBUY pac-
CUMTHIBAJI BEPHO; OH IIOHHMaJI UMIIepaTopa, II0-
HHUMAaJI, 4YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha BCe yKacCHEIe, 0TBpPa-



TUTeJIbHBIE YPOKU, KaKHe OH JKe JaBaJj eMy IIO-
CTOSTHHO, eIlle He pa3BpaTUJICA KHOIIA, er0 Cep/-
I1e 0CTaJIOCh 110 — IIPeXKHEeMY UHCTO U 6JIaropoj-
HO, ¥ Ha 3Ty YKUCTOTY ¥ Ha 3TO GJIaTOPOJCTBO OH
U pacCUUTHIBAJI U HAeSJICH.

«AX, KaK Telepb OBITb, UTO MHE TeIleph e-
JaTh? — oTyagHHO aymaJsi Ilerp. — Kak Ha riasa
UM Telleph IT0Ka3aThbCA? Beib He MOTY JKe 4, BeJIb
He MOIY ’Ke B CaMOM [iejle >KeHUTHLCI Ha KaTro-
me! Yto e ato 6yzeTr?! Begb onATh Te ke MeH-
IIIMKOBBI. BBUI 51 MaJsI TOTAA, TJIYI OBLI, a BCe e
CyMeJI BBEIPBaThCs, a BOT Tellepb U CTaplle Cle-
JlaJjicd, a IIoIlaJsIcsd, ¥ CaM 3Haro, caM IIOHHUMaAR,
YTO BUHOBAT, HEKOTO BUHUTHL MHe. Ho Kakad e
OHa MHe HeBeCTa, U I[I04eMy 3TO BUepa TaK OHa
MHe MWIa I10Ka3ajlach, II0UeMy 3TO A TaK X0TeJ
1esioBaTh ee? OHa, TOYHO, KpacKuBa, HO He JIH0-
JIro 1 ee! He MOry moiymaTh, 4TO 6yZeT OHa MOeX
JKeHO10. BoT cerogHs oHa MHe U He HpPaBUTCH.
Uto >Ke 3To TaKoe?»

A B clTaJIBHIO yoKe BXOIUII AjleKcel ['puropsne-
BUY C TOIO K€ PafiloCTHOI0 MUHOI), C TOIO JKe ¢a-
MWJIBSIPHOK II0YTUTEJIbHOCTBIO.

— 3acraTsCcs M3BOJIMJI, IOCyLaphb, a HeBecTa
TaBHO BCTaJIa, Tebs JOKUTaeTCs.



ITeTp omyctui riasa. EMy 3aX0TeJIoCh IIPSIMO
BCe BBbICKasaTh /JlOJITOPYKOMY, OOBSCHUTH, YTO
9TO ObLIa OIIMOKA, YTO OH CaM He 3HaeT, KakK Bce
CJIy4YUJIOCH, YTO OH, BEPHO, MHOTO BBIIIHJI 3a 00e-
ZIOM.

— Asekceii T'puropbeBUY, — Havajl OH CMY-
IIIeHHBIM T'0JIOCOM, — IIOCIYIIal, g JOJ/DKEH CKa-
3aThb Tebe, uTo KaTeprHa AjleKceeBHa...

— Hy BOT, Hy Tak! — OBICTPO IIepeOHJI ero
Josropykuii. — [lepBoe c10BO 0 HeBecTe! 3%, U 4
caM OBLI MOJIOJ, Ballle BeJIMYeCcTBO, TOXKe IIPO-
I1eJI 4yepe3 BCe 3TO, 3HAIO, BCe IIOHMMAaro. Yaiy,
HOUYEHBKY IIeJIyI0 O HeBecTe BCe AyMaJ, IOCY-
mape? Hy, 4TO ’Ke — [1eJI0 Xopolllee, JeI0 3aKOH-
Hoe.

«/leJjio 3aKOHHOe! — HeBOJIEHO IIOBTOPHJI IIPO
ce6s ITeTp. — AX, KaKk MHe ObITh! OH HUYEro He
IIOHUMaeT, CJI0Ba CKa3aThk He JaeT MHe, 1a U 4YTO
CKaXXy g eMy?!»

AJsexceii 'puropbeBHUY 3aroBOPIJI CHOBA.

— BoT Temeprs Bce MOIY JOJIOKHUTH, TOCYAAPE.
Befmaemb JiM— y>K TaK HAac BYepa C >KEHOIO
ocuacT/IMBUII. Benpb B IIOoCIemHee BpeMs IIPOCTO
He 3HaJ/IA MBI, KaK U OBITH HaM, Cle3aMU ITaKa-
JIA. 3aMeTHJI I, YTO TBOE BeJIMYeCTBO JaBHO VXK



He)XHO IIOIJIgAbIBaelllb Ha MoK KaTroly; oguH
pas MHe II0Kas3aJoCh, YTO ThI IIOIIEJIOBAJI €e,
CIIPOCHUTDH ee He PellnICd, U TaK MHe TOPBKO C/e-
Janock. HeyxTo, yMaro, rocygaphb IIyTKHU HeEXO-
porrre 3aTteBaeT ¢ KaTromrein? Hey>XTo X04ueT OH
IIOCPaMUTHL YECTHBIN pox Joaropykux? KHATUHA
MOS 0 TOM JKe IyMaeT, IUIaveT, CO MHOK COBETY-
eTcsa. HeT, roBOpIO, He MOYKeT 3TOro OBITH! 3HaI0
s TOCyZaps: CepAlle y Hero BeJIMKOoe, 6J1aropof-
HOe, He IIONIeT OH Ha TakKoe [IeJjIo. A eCId Hpa-
BUuTcd KaTmollla eMy, TaK He 3aTeM, UYTOO IIOTY-
OUTH ee, a UTOO OCUACTJIUBUTL. 1 He oIMOJI0ChH
MOe Cep/lie, 3HAI0 I MOero rocymaps — Ja craceT
Te6s1 bor, ma mpogiur OH >KU3Hb TBOIO Ha J0JI-
TUe, NOJITHe JIeTa, pajgyd CYacTUsI 3eMJIU PYCCKOMN
U HAIIIeTo CYacCTUs.

U xHa3bp Asexceil 'puroppeBudY, II0 — CTa-
PUHHOMY, 3¢ MHO ITOKJIOHHJICSI MOJIOZOMY TOCY/Ia-
pro. V TOTO COBCEM ONYCTUJIUCH PYKH, OH CHULeJI
Ha I10CTesJIA U 6e3Ha/leKHO IJIsAesI Iepen co6010.
«4TO eMy Teleps 0TBeuaTh? Kak ckasaThb 3TOMY
4eJIOBEKY, UTO OH B HEM OIIMOCH, YTO, 3aTJISIbI-
BasiCh Ha KaTromry 1 o6HUMad ee, He 0 Opake [y-
MaJI rocyZaphb; CTBIIHO Beb B 3TOM IIPHU3HAThCH,
CTBITHO IT0Ka3aTh cebd B TaKOM BHJe. 3a UTO Ta-



KOe CTpalllHOe OCKOopOJieHHWe HaHeCTH /[l0JIropy-
KUM? YK He 3a TO JIM, UYTO OHH BCe JJIs1 HETO Jie-
JIal0T, 00 OJHOM TOJIBKO TOM H CTaparoTcsd Kak
O6p1 yromuthb emy? Her, Henb3g 3aToro. OX, Kak
CTpPAIHO, KaK TsPKKO! 11 HUKTO He IIOMOKEeT Te-
Iepb, HUKOTO HET».

He yneprkajici uMIlepaTop U 3aIlaKaJ Iopb-
KUMH JeTCKUMHU CJIe3aMH.

Anexceli I'puropbeBUY He 00paTUJI BHUMA-
HUS Ha 3THU CJIe3bl, OyATO U He BUJeJ UX, TOJBKO
CIIEeNIIHO BBIIIEJI M3 CHaJbHH, cKasaB, UTO II030-
BeT KaMepAuHepa U, IIOBTOPUB OIISITh, UYTO T'OCY-
Zapsi oKAeT ero HeBecTa.

Ho 4TO0 >k BO BCIO 3Ty HOYUBb U BO BCe 3TO yTPO,
IIOKa TsOKeJbIM CHOM CHajJl UMIIEpaTop, YTO K
Iesnana, o yeM ayMasa Katroma? Korpa Iletpa
YHECJU B CIaJbHI0O U YOe[WUINCh, UTO OH CIIUT
KpeImKo, Bce KUHYJINUCH K Hell. OHa Je)kaJa y ce-
0s1 Ha II0CTeJIH, 3aPBIBIIKCH C TOJIOBOU B IIOYIII-
KM, U TUXO0 pblaja. YCIBIIIaB, YTO BOLILUIA B ee
KOMHAaTy, OHa OBICTPO OTepJia CJIe3bl, BBICTYIIMIIA
BIlepe HeCKOJIBbKO IIIaroB ¥ OCTAaHOBUWJIACH B Ta-
KO BeJIMYeCTBEHHOI, TOpPAOM II03e, UTO BCe
HEeBOJIbHO U3YMUJIUCH.

— Hy, 4T0 ... HY, YTO K, rocyfapb — 6aTIOII-



Ka, ToCylapblHA — MaTyIlKa, rocyZapu — Opart-
IIBI, UTO 7K — II03JpaBJIdNTe LIapHILy, IIeJIyUTe ¥
MeH4 pyKy!

OHa IIpOTsAHYyJa UM CBOIO PYKy. ToOHKHe ee
HO3[pU HEpPBHO B3[paruBajii, Ha rybax OblLia
CcTpaHHas yJblOKa. OHa 4YyZHO Xopolla Oblla B
9Ty MHUHYTY, HO YTO-TO CTPAIIIHOE, YTO-TO TaKOe,
OT Yero OIIyCTUJIKCH IJIa3a Ajiekces I pUTOpLEeBU-
4a, MeJIbKaJIoO B ee B3IVIAfe. MaTh KUHYJIACh OBI-
JIo Kk KaTronre, yTo6 OOHATEH €e, HO Ta ee OT cebs
OTCTpPaHHIIA.

— XO0po1110, JIOBKO BEI CZeJ1ajJIi! — CHOBA 3aro-
BOpHJIa OHA. — Tak JIOBKO, YTO [0 CHX IIOP A Ja-
JKe YAUBJIAIOCH: HHU JKeHHXa, HH HeBeCThl He
CIIPOCHMJIMCh, OIIOMHUTBCA He Jaad. UTo XK, pa-
IyHTech Tellephb, BeCeJINTeCh, POJHA rocyzapesnal

Anexcey ['pUropbeBUY y>Ke YCIIeJI OIIOMHUTD-
cd. OH Gosiicd COBCeM JAPYIOM CIieHBI, 60sIcs,
4YTO /I0Yb IIPSAMO M HAOTpe3 OTKa’KeTcs, HO OHa
TOBOPHT He TO.

— Kartromra, — obpaTuiics oH K Hel. — T'oiry-
OyIIKa ThI MOs, JPYT MOM CepAeYHbIl, BeJIUKoe
cyacTbe TeOsI II0CeTHUJII0, X TOJIbKO 6e3ymel] OgUH
MO>KeT He IIOHATH TaKoro cyacThd. O6ayMai Bce
XOPOILEHLKO, BeJb IIapHUIlel 3eMJ/IM PYCCKOM TBI



Oyzellb, UMIIepaTpulle. — M OH KpaCHOPEYUBO
HayaJl OIIMCHIBATh e BCe, UTO ee OKHJaeT. Bcro
CBOI0 XHUTPOCTh, BeCb yM CBOM, XOTb €ro H
HEeMHOI0 y Hero 6bL10, cobpas 0H, 4To6 cobJras-
HUTb [J0Yb CBOMMHU pedyaMH, BO3OYAUTH B Hel
yecToro0Ke. Jloporoe, 3amloBeJHOe [eJo I
HEro COBepIIaJIoCh Telephb, U KPacHO I'OBOPHII
OH.

KaTmoma wMosiya ero ciyliajga, CHadasa
HeBHHMAaTeJbHO, HO IIOTOM OHa O’KHBHJIAChH,
IJla3a ee CHOBA 3a0JIMCTaJH, el BCIIOMHUJICA
MusiesumMo. «He ycIies Thl B3IThH MeHS, — MYYU-
TeJILHO II0ZlyMaJsia OHa, — He yMeJI, a BOT TYT CY-
Mesd. 1 HexoTd 6epyT, a 6epyT BCe-TaKu».

— baTromika, — obpaTmiach OHa K AJIEKCEI0
I'puropbeBuuy. — UTO TBI MHE paCIIHCBHIBAEIIb?
be3 Teb6s Bce 3Har0. 1 He GOMCA ThI, 9 He yMaro
OTKaskIBaThCsA. CaM 3HaeIllb, OT TaKOTO CUACThS
He oTKasbIBaroTcA!.. TOIBKO CMOTPH B 06a, 4T06
rocyzapb OT MeHs He OTKasaJICd, TOTJa CpaM Ut
Tebe U MHe 6yzeT. 1 Tebe He IIPOIIY S 3TOTO Cpa-
Ma. Hy Bot, HMBaHyIlKa, — obpaTHiack OHa K
HBaHy AJlekceeBHUY, — II03[paBb >Ke THI MeHH],
HaKOHel]; BeJJb TBOUX PYK 3TO /ieJI0, Tebe IIepBo-
My U II03[paBJATH ciaexayeT. Ilo3gpaBs MeHd, [a



IIPOCH XOPOIIEeHBbKO, UT0O6 HOBasg TOCYyZapblHSA
Obl1a K Te6e MusiocThBa. OueHb Tebe 006 3ITOM ee
IIPOCUTH HY>KHO.

Kuase FIBaH B3IVIIHYJI Ha Hee paBHOAYIITHO.

— Omubaenibed, KatepuHa, He MOUX PYK 3TO
nesio. Y, MoKeT ObITh, MHOTO OBl S JjaJl Tellepb,
4TOOBI COBCEM 3TOIO fiesia He OBLI0. 3HAI0 S TBOIO
KO MHe HEeHaBUCThb; 3HAI0 5, UTO HOBas roCy/a-
pBIHA OyzeT KO MHe HeMmuioctusa. Hy, na bor c
TOOOM, 51 He CTaHy IIPOCUTH Te6sI 0 MUJIOCTH: MHe
He Hy’>KHa OHa; KOJIX CyMeelllb OTBPaTUTh OT Me-
HA rocyzaaps, Tak, 3Ha4UuT, TOMY U OBITH CJIefiyeT.
3HaM TOJBKO OIHO: UTO OBl CO MHOM HHU OBLIO,
Kak Obl THI HU Tep3ajla MeHs, KaKue OBl IIBITKU
MHe HU BBIIyMbIBaJjIa, 3Hall — HUKOTZA S He II0-
KJIOHIOCH TebOe. MHe He HY>KHbI HUYbU MUJIOCTH.

— O, KaK TBI TOBOPHIIL Tellepb, — YCMEeXHY-
Jack KHspKHa KaTtepuHa. — Tak BeJlb 3TO TOJIBKO
Teneps, cropsg4ya! [IoToM He Ty 3aroeIls IIECHIO.
CMoOTpH, BepHeIIbCA elre, II0KJI0HUIIIBCA.

Ho xua3p HBaH yke ee He ciaylial. OH BEI-
111eJI 13 KOMHATEL.

— Bbesymerr, kak ecTb 6e3yMell! — BOCKJIUK-
HyJl Ayekcei I'puropreBud. — bec B Hero Bce-
JIMJICA 1a U ToJbKO. CiiaBa bory, 4To He MeIlaeT



ele HaM.

CTpalllHO M TsDKeJI0 OBIJIO CO CTOPOHBI IJIS-
IeTh Ha KeHHXa U HeBeCTy, KOIZa OHU BCTPETH-
JIUCH yTpoM. MMnepaTop 6511 coBceM 6iiefieH. OH
CMVII[EHHO IIOZOIIes K KHSDKHE U IIPOTAHYJI el
PYKH, He IV Ha Hee.

— Hy uto X, HIoIe/JlyiTech, faiTe Ha Bac II0-
pazoBaThCa, — LIEHYJI eMy Ajiekcel ['puropne-
BUUY.

IIeTp ¢ HEBOJILHBIM B3[[0XOM XOTeJI OBLJIO HC-
IIOJIHUTBH 3TO TpeboBaHHeE, HO KHsDKHA OT Hero
OTCTPaHUJIAC.

— IlocToM, rocygaps, — CKa3aja OHa.

PopHEbIe ¢ y)KacoM Ha Hee B3IJITHYJIH.

— IlocTOoM, 1 He IIOMHIO XOPOIIEHBKO, YTO
BUepa OBLIIO MeXXy HaMH, 1 He IIOMHIO, YTO MHe
TOBOPHWJI THI. He 3HaI0, KaK IIPOCUJ MeHs O0TAaTh
Tebe MOIO PYKY, He 3HaI0 A TOXKe, UTO caMa Tebe
oTBeyasa. MoKeT, HUYero 3Toro U He 6BLIO, MO-
JKeT, 6aTIOIIKAa C MaTyIIKOM OIIHUOJIUCH, HEe TakK
IIOHSIHA. MOJKeT, THl BOBCE He X0Yelllb, TOCYaph,
yT00 51 ObLJIa TBOEH >KeHOH, TaK CKayKu!

U oHa IpucTaJbHO IVIA/e/Ia Ha UMIIepaTopa.

Anexceli I'puropbeBuUY I106JiefHEI U B3[POT-
HyJ. «bo’ke, HY Kak Bce pyuIuTcda! — be3yMHasd



IeBKa!»

KHATHHA TUXOHBKO YHTAaJjIa MOJIUTBY.

MEICIb 32 MBIC/IBI0 BUXpPeEM 3aKPY>KUJIHUCHL B
roJI0OBe UMIIepaTopa.

«BoT, BOT MHUHYTa, Belb BOT OHa CIIPAIIKBa-
eT... Celfuac ¥ OTBETUTH, UTO HHUYEIO0 3TOT0 He
OBLJIO, UTO OHHU OIIMOJIUCH. BOT pasBssascs, CIIa-
CeH, HY pa3Be 3T0 BO3MO’XHO? JTO 3HAUUT IIPSIMO
ceMyac B IVIa3a HaHeCTU el OCKOpOJieHHWe U UM
BCEM».

CoBceM U3MY4YeHHBIN U 00eCCUIeHHBIN CTOSI
OH IIepeJi KHDKHOM. X0TeJI TOBOPUTE, /1a A3BIK He
caymrasnca. HakoHelr ¢ BUAUMBIM My4YeHHEeM IIPO-
IIIeIITasI OH:

— Ecii TBI MeHs JIFOOUIb, KHsDKHaA KaTepu-
Ha, TaK 6yJb MOel JKeHOH.

«A BJIPYT OHAa CKakeT, YTO He JIIOOUT?!» — 60-
SIChb HaZleIThCS Ha TaKoe cYacThe, II0ZyMaJl OH.

«A BIIPYT OHA CKa’KeT, YTO He JIIOOHUT?!» — ¢
y>KacoM IopyMasiy Ajiekced ['pUropbeBUY C JKe-
HOMH.

— PasBe g Mory He JIIOOUTH MOEro TIOCYy/a-
psA?! — omyckasd Irjasa, MeJJIEHHO H CIIOKOMHO
mporosopuia KHsokHa KaTepuHa. — S 6saroga-
pIo Tebs 3a BEJIMKYIO YeCTh U CYacTHe, KOTOPBIM



TBI IIOYTHUJI MEHS.

OHa B3syla PyKy HMIlepaTopa U IIPHUJIOKHU-
Jlach K HeU rybamu.

«YX, criaceHsl!» — pasoM ImogyMasnu /[0JIropy-
KHe.

«IToru6J1o, Bce Telephb II0IU6JI0!» — MeJIbKHY-
JIO B TOJIOBe UMIIepaTopa.

Ha Hero cTpalllHO O6BLI0 B3TJISHYTH B 3TO Bpe-
M TaK OBLI OH OJIe/IeH.

\'

BECTL 0 IIOMOJIBKE HUMIIlepaTopa OBICTPO 06J1e-
TeJsia BCr0 MocKBy. Bcroay, OT ABOpIIA A0 CaMO-
ro 6eTHOTO TOMHKA, TOJIBKO M TOJIKOBAJIH, UTO 00
9TOM IIpeAcTosAlel cBaabbe. HeHaBUCTE K J[0JI-
TOPYKHUM [OIIJIAa O IIOCJIeLHel CTelleHU, HO Te-
epb He BpeMs ObLIO0 IIPOSIBJIATHCI 39TOM HeHaBU-
CTHU, U BCe ee 3aTaW/H, BCe IIPUKPHIBAJIN €e BU-
IOM JIH00€3HOCTU U NOYTUTEJbHOCTH. OZHUM
CJIOBOM, TOYb — B — TOYb IIOBTOPSLIOCH BCE, UTO
2K OBLIIO B ITOCJIeTHHE THU MEHIIIMKOBCKOTO Be-
JINYYSL.

bapoH Axppeit IBaHOBHUY, He MEHBIIIE JPY-
TUX IIOpa’kKeHHLIN U OllevaJleHHBIU pellleHueM
UMIIepaTopa, Tellephb 3HaJ y)Ke HaBepHOe, YTo



JIOJITOPYKUX 0’KUJAeT CTpalllHas CyAbOa, TOJIBKO
elle He MOT IIPUAYMaTh, KaK IIPOM30HIET OHaA.
OH yJBOWJI 3HAKU JIPY>KObI U IIOUTUTEILHOCTH K
AJjexcero I'puropbeBu4y, a MOJIOJOMY MMIIEPAaTO-
Py HH 0 YeM ¥ He 3aUKHYJICS, II03/IPaBJIsds ero B
CaMBbIX YTOHUYEHHBIX BEIpaKEeHUIX.

— Aupnipeit HWBaHOBUY, — IIPOTOBOPUI
[TeTp, — YTO X THI MHe OO0JIbIIle HUYEro He CKa-
Kelllb? O06pselrs Mot BI60p? CKa’kU YTO-HU-
oyznb, AHIpet iBaHOBUU?

— Barire BesiMuecTBO YK BBIILIM H3 TeX JIeT,
KOI7la MOM T0JIOC MOT U JOJDKEeH ObLII UMeTh 3Ha-
JeHHe IIPH BAlllUX peIlleHudaX. BBl caMH ofape-
HBI pasyMoM, 3HaeTe, YTO [ejaeTe, U s TOJIBKO
MOI'Y IIPHHECTH BaM MOe BCeIlOJaHeMIllee II0-
3[paBJieHUe.

Hudgero GoJsibllle MMIIepaToOp He TOOMJICI OT
Anjped IBaHOBHYA.

19 HOa6ps HEKOTOPHIM 0c06aM, B TOM YHCJIe
KaHIIepy rpady I'osoBKkuHY U OcTepMaHy, IIPHU-
Ka3aHO OBLIO SIBUTHCS B IOM KHA351 Astekces J[0Jr-
TOPYKOTO, U TaM IIpU HUX IleTp OOBABUI O TOM,
4TO BCTyIlaeT B Opak ¢ KHsDKHOM KaTtepuHoii. B
JIVIle ero He ObLJI0 KPOBUHKH, KOTZ[a OH IIPOU3HO-
CHJI CTpAIIIHBIe I Hero cjoBa. OH JAeHCTBOBAI



Kak Obl OeccO3HATeJbHO, IIOBTOPSI CJIIOBHO He
CBOH, a Uy>KHe M TOJILKO 3ayuyeHHBIe MM Halla-
MATEL peyd. HeBecTa ero To)ke He BBIKasbIBaJla
HHUKaKHUX IIPU3HAKOB CYACThS U BeCeJIbsd: UCIIOJI-
HUJICA 00psi] HeOOXOAMMBIM — U TOJBKO. 'ocy-
Japb IIPOOBLI B JoMe JJ0JITOPYKHUX ellle C Yac Bpe-
MEeHH U 3aTeM yexaJl. Ho Bce ICHO CJIBIIIAJIH, KaK
Iepeq OTbe3OM OH obpaTuicd K OcTepMaHy U
CKasaJjl emy:

— AHjiperi IBaHOBHY, PacCIOPSUCH, CAesan
MUJIOCTD, UT06 K IlecapeBHe Ejr3aBeTe OBLI OT-
IpaBiieH roHer] B [IokpoBckoe (0OHa IIOCIeJHUE
MecCdIbl JKUIa B fiepeBHe). IIycTh OHa IIpHes’ka-
eT CI0/Ia, 1 HeIIpEMeHHO X0Uy ee BUJIETh.

Ilocsie 3THX CJI0B MHOTHE II€PerJIIHYJIHCE.
HHrle 13 /I0JTOPYKHUX fa’ke CMYTUJINCH CHUJIBHO.
Ho Ajexceit I'puropbeBHY AyMall: «HET, Telepb
YK KOHYEHO, Tellepb HHKTO He BLIPBET €r0 U3
PYK HaIIIHAX».

Teprior ge — JIupud, IPUCYTCTBOBABIIINY IIPU
3TOM, IIPEAIIOJIOKHUII, YTO I[[apb HaMepeH BBIIaTh
EnnsaBetry 3a MBaHa [[0JITOPYKOTO, a €CjId OHa
OTKa)kKeTCsI, TO OH eH IIPeJIOKUT MOHACTHIPb.
Ho reprtor e — JIupus BO BpeMs CBOEro IIpeOHl-
BaHUs IIPU JABOPe MOCKOBCKOM [iesIaJl HeMaJIo



PasHBIX HEOCHOBATEIbHBIX IIPEII0I0KEeHUM.

Kaxk 651 TO HH OBLIO, IIapb yexaJsl U3 foMa /l0JI-
TOPYKOTO, a 38 HUM CKOPO IIOJHSIMCh U BCe IIPH-
IJIallleHHbIe.

[Ipomasgick ¢ X03seBaMH, BCe PaCCHIIAINCh
repej; HUMH B JIFO6€3HOCTSX, TOJIKOBAIX O UYB-
CTBaX CBOEro IVIyO0YaMtIllero II0YTeHUsI U yBaXKe-
HUs, BBeps/IU ce0s1 B MUJIOCTH HOBOM POJHU IO-
cymapeBoil. Korza Bce pasbexasuch, la U CaMU
JloJIrOpyKHe pasolllIMCh II0 CBOMM IIOKOSIM, K
KHSDKHE C CaMbIM TaWMHCTBEHHBIM BHJIOM II0[I0-
IIJIa OJ{HA U3 ee KaMePUCTOK.

— KHspKHa, MaTyllnka, TOCyZapblHd MOSI MU-
JIOCTHUBAsA, HY’)KHO MHe Tebe CKas3aThb CJIOBO OJHO
TalHO, — IIIeIIHYyJIa OHa.

— YTo Takoe, JIrobara?

JIro6amra 60513/IMBO OIVISIHYJIaCh BO BCE CTOPO-
HBI, HO HHUKOTO IT06JIM30CTH He 6b110. M 0Ha BCy-
HyJIa B PYKY KHSDKHE MaJIeHbKYI0 3alIMCOUKYy. Ta
Cpasy IIOHsJIa, OT KOIO 3Ta 3alKCKa, U >KaJHO
npousa ee. 'pa¢p MuIesSMO B CTpPaIIHOM OTYa-
SHUM MHCAJI KHSDKHE, YTO OH YCJIBIIIaJ HeBepo-
ATHYI0, HEBOSMOJKHYI0O HOBOCTBb, UTO He XOYeT
BEPUTH €l, UTO HeIlpeMeHHO, HeIIpeMeHHO [0JI-
JKeH BHUJETh KHsDKHY, U CKOpeH, cervac ke, 4To



OH J>KJIeT ee 3a YIJIOM caja U OyfeT >KAaThb TaM
BCIO HOYb, XOTb 3aMepP3HeT.

— TouyHO OH TaM? — cIIpocuiia KHsDKHa Jlro-
barry.

— TaMOTKO, HUKaK 4aca TPU CTOUT, C MecTa
He TporaeTcs. byzeT, 4To Jii, 0TBET KaKOH, IOCY-
napsiHg? £ c6eraro, CHecy.

— IlotimeM, mo¥ileM KO MHE B CHaJIbHIO, —
OBICTPO 3aroBopuia KHSDKHA. — IIprHecu MHe
TUXOHBKO CBOIO IIIYOKY.

JIrob6allia IpuHecsa ey IIyoKy, OHa ee HaJeJa,
3aKyTaJsia cebe TrOJIOBY W IIOUTHU BCe JIUIO ILIaT-
KoM, JIro6aly ocTaBujIa B CIIajIbHe U Bejlesia el
IIOKpeIlye 3amepeTb [ABEpPhb, a CaMa THXOHBKO,
TeMHBIMH KOPUJI0paMH, BeIbpajach U3 J0My.

CHer aBHO yJKe BRINIAJ, U B IIOCJIeSHUE THU
Mopo3wiI0. Houb 6blIa TeMHas, 3sTU He BUAHO. C
COCeHUX /BOPOB JiasIid cobaky. TUXOHBKO, Ha
Ka’K[IOM I1ary OCTaHaBJIMBAsACh U IIPUCIYIIHIBA-
SCh, nobpasach KHsDKHA [0 Cafl0BOM KaIUTKHU.
OCTOPO’KHO OTBOPHJIA €e U IIyCTUIACh 110 3HAKO-
MOH moposkke. CHer He pacyuilieH, B OallIMaKu
3abupaeTcsl; BeTep YHBLIO CBUCTUT HaJ TIOJIO-
BOIO; [lepeBbs UepHbIe, KaK MepTBeIlbl, CTOAT. Ka-
YaroTCA CyXHe Cy4Ybs, U CTy4daT OHU JIPYT O IPYyra,



CJIOBHO KOCTH. /la M BeChb 3TOT Caj KJIAJAOHUIIEM
Ka)keTCd: TaK CTPAIIHO B HeM, TaK XO0JIOLHO, TaK
TOCK/JINBO. HO HUUero sToro He BUIUT U He 3aMe-
yaeT KHsDKHa Katroria. CIlelllT OHa K CaJl0BOM
pemretke. «A!l OH 3mech, — AyMmaeTcd e, — OH
IpUIlle]l Kpagy4yuch, KakK 3asl] KaKOU-HUOYIb...
Tosbpko ommosmat!..»

U oHa Bce CIIeIINT, ¥ BOT HAKOHeEI] Y OIPajibl.

— 31ech TBI? — IIIEITHYJIa OHA.

A 0OH yX pacciiblial B TUIIIUHE U TEMHOTE ee
roJsioc. Ilepesies uepes orpangy. OH C Helo, pHIIaeT,
OH TOBOPMT el:

— Jloporasg Mog, IpaBZa JIM, YTO S CJ/IBIIIasn?
HeT, Begb OBITH He MOJKeT. Hey>Kesld Thl MHe HU3-
MeHwIa! Hey>kesd ThI IIpOMeHsLIa JIIOO0Bb MO0
Ha 3eMHoe Besimuue?! He caMma Jiu THI CTO pas Io-
BOpUJIa, UTO He C/eJlaelllb 3TOT0, UTO 6e3 MeHs
JKUTH He MOKeIllb. UTo K 3T0 Takoe? CKa’kH, pa-
oy bora, cKa)kKk MHe BCIO IIpaBay. Begb 06MaHY-
JI1 MEHs, COJITaJv, Belb HUYEero 3TOro HeT... He
ObL10, He O6yzeT?

OH 1pocTHpaeT K Hell PYKH, CUJIUTCI OOHATh
ee, HO OHA ero OTTaJKUBaeT.

— Ilopmasnebiie, rpad, mogasiblile, 1 He TBOS, I
yyrKasi HeBecCTa...



— YT0 X 3TO... TaK 3TO IIpaBaa?

— /Jla, 3TO IpaBja, — OTBeUaeT OHAa MpPauyHbIM
roJI0coM, — mpaBfa. S BBIAIY 3aMy’K 3a maps. S
Oyny Liapulieii, U Thl MeHs HUKOIJa O0JIbIlle He
YBUUIIE. [IpHIIIIa 1 IPOCTUTHCS C TOOOM. ..

— Ox! Vx syuliie 661 He nmpuxoAwia. Iloryou-
Jla MeH$, a Telleph elle X04elllb IOCMOTPEeTh, UTO
CO MHOI0 CTaJIOCh, XOUeIllb U3/IeBaThCs HaJl MOU-
MU MyKaMH JIIOTBIMU. BUHO, HUKOIIa B Tebe He
OBLIIO CepAlla; BUAHO, ThI BCErjla TOJIBKO CMes-
Jlach HaJlo MHOIO ¥ MeHs oOMaHbIBaJIal..

— Het, 1 He cMmesstach Haj TOOOM, — THXO
nIenTasia KHOKHA, — s Tebs He oOMaHbBIBaja. A
BOT Thl TaK CTPAILITHO 06MaHyJ MeHd. 51 TeOsI JIto-
Omia Bcel OyIIIOM CBOEH, A I TeOsI TOTOBa ObI-
Jla IIPUHECTU BCAKHE >KepPTBBI, OT BCET0 OTKa-
3aTbCd, OPOCHUTH POJHBIX, POAUHY, OOraTcTBO,
BCe OpOCHUTH, BCe 3a0BITH — g Tebe CTO pas, Kak
Thl CaM TOBOPHIIb, 3TO IIOBTOPsUIA. SI IIpocuiia
TeOs1, YMOJISII YBEe3THU MeHs, B3ITh MeHs C C06010,
CKPBITHCS. BCIKyI0 1010 OBI IIPUHSLIA 9 KaK CYa-
CThe; B JIaUyKKe OeJHOM, B IOXMOTBSIX OblIa OBl
pamocTHa, >Kujia 661 OMHUM T00010. BOT Kak 5 Te-
0s1 Jro6miia!l A JIIOOUTH TeOsI TaK He CJIeoBaJjIo.
TwI ma)ke ¥ He IOHSLI JIIOOBU MO€EM, M He OIIeHHI



ee. BupHo, 1 B3ampaBAy AyMaellb ThI, UTO JIYY-
Ille U IIpeKpacHee TeOs HeT Uesl0BeKa Ha BCeM
CBeTe, UTO TaK BOT MHI, 6eJHEIe, U JTOJDKHEI II0
Tebe COXHYTB!..

[IporOBOPUB 3TO, BCA [pOKa M 3a/bIXasCh,
OHa BJIPYT 3aX0X0TaJla JUKO U CTPAIIIHO.

—locmogu! 3a 4TO Takue CJI0Ba YrKacCHEIE,
HJIN 1 He JII0O0MI Tebs? S, kaskeTcsI, HUUeM He 3a-
CJIYy>KWJI IIOZ0OHBIX yIIpeKoB. Eciix 6 3Haja T,
4TO Tellepb CO MHOIO JiejlaeTcs, He 3HAI0, KaK IIe-
PEeXUBY g 3TO... UTO MHe 3a >KU3Hb 0e3 Tebs!..
V6510 cebs, 3aCTPeJIIoCh, BOT 4eM s1 KOHUY!

— IlycToe, — roprko oTBeTHIa KaTepuHa
AnekceeBHa, — mycrtoe! He y6belb cebs, He 3a-
CTPeJIUIIbLCS, 3aBTPa >Ke YCHOKOHUIIbCA. Ha ciio-
BaxX — J1a, Thl TOYHO JIOOWJI MeHS, a 1, Aypa, Be-
pwia. Ha ciioBax Bce MOYKHO, a BOT KaK [0 JeJsa
JIOIIJIO, YTO K THI Takoe cAejas? YeMm mgokasam
MHe JIT060Bb cB010? EcjiH 6 JIF0OKJI THI MeHSI XOTh
HaIIOJIOBUHY TakK, KaK s Tebs JII06MIa, TaK JaBHO
OB MBI OBLJIM HEPA3JIyYHbI C TOOO0X0; JaBHO ObI THI
HalejJ crocob6 TaK HJIHM MHade OTHITH MeHd,
yBe3TH MeHs1. HuKkoMy 6B Thl MeHS He oTzalL. Hy,
a... THI UTO 7Ke clesaj? Benpb s mucasa Tebe, UTO
Iopa IIpUIIIa, YTO HECKOJIbKO JHeHU ele, ObIThH



MO>KeT, U BCe KOHUEHO, a ThI la)kKe HUUYero He OT-
BeyaJl MHe.

— Jla KaK >ke? C KeM >Ke, UTO I MOT Tebe OTBe-
TUTH?! — B OTYasgHUU MeTajicd rpad Musuiesu-
Mo0. — YTo Mor g cenaTh? Kak yBe3TH Tebg? 3a
HaMHU 6 IIOTHaJIUCh, Te6s1 6bI BCe paBHO OT MeHs
OTHSJIU. S1 TOBOPUJI IITypUHY. [IpU3Hajicd BO BceM
eMy, IIPOCHJI IIOMOYb MHE, OH O0TKa3aJcs. OH CKa-
3aJI, YTO He MOXKeT BBS3aTbCd B 39Ty UCTOPHIO,
UTO M3 Hee BBIMAYT TaKHUe II0C/IefCTBUs, KaKUX
IOIIyCTUTh HUKAaK HEBO3MOJKHO...

— A, TaK Tbl HCHOYTaJICI IIOCJIENCTBUM, TbI
BHUMaJI coBeTaM 6OJiaropasymusi! Eciu 6 ThI JIto-
OWJI MeHs, HA 0 4eM 3TOM Thl He IToAyMaJl OB, a
TOJIbKO cJiesiajl O6bl CBOe [eslo, a TaM, 4To bor
mact. Hy, Tak yCIIOKOMCS JKe Telepb, 6y1aropasy-
MUe BOCTOP’KeCTBOBaJIO. Telleph YK HUKaKOMU
UCTOPUU He BBINIET. YCIIOKOMCH, fa U YCIIOKOHR
cBoero 1rypuHa. Ckaku rpady BpaTuciaBy, 4To-
OBl OH HUYero He 00sJICH, a 1 K BaM HaBeKH IIpe-
Oymy OJsarockysioHHa.. M K Tebe 6yzny 6Jaro-
CKJIOHHA, TOJIbKO U3fanu. Tellepb y>K He BpeMs
MHe BCTpeyaTb Tebs M TOBOPUTH C TOO0IO; I
HeBecTa umIiepatopa. CoBeTyro Tebe yexaTh Ha
pOAUHY, TaM Haljellb cebe 6s1aropasyMHYIO



HeBecCTy, a 0600 MHe 3a0y/b. £ 1ajeKo OT Tebd... U
BBICOKO, MeHs Tellephb He JOCTaHelllb!..

MuuIesuMoO CTOSLI Ilepesi Hel0 HeIlOJBHIKHO,
C OIIYII[eHHOIO IoJI0BOX. HO BOT OH B3IPOTHY.JI.

— HeT, — 3aroBOpuJI OH, — HET, Tellephb S Te-
01 IIOHMMalo, Thl MeHs HUKOI[a He JIIOOUIIa;
4T00 CKPBITH U3MEHY CBOIO, Thl Tellepb BOH Ka-
KUe XUTpPhIe peud IIPUAyMbIBaelllb: BCIO BUHY Ha
MeHS CKJIaJbIBaellb. ToJIbKO MHe Bce sICHO! Tebs
IIPeJIbCTUIIM II0YeCTH, Thl 3aX0Tesla ObITh UMIIe-
paTpuilei, OTTOr0 ¥ OT MeHd OTKasajach, a He
3axoTesia 66 — HUKTO OBbI TeOs He IIPUHYIUIL: Ca-
Ma BeJlb He pa3 roBOpHUIIA...

— Hy xopo1ro, Hy fja: s 3aXoTesia 6bITh UMIIe-
paTpunei. I oT Tebs1 oTKasasach, IIOTOMY YTO
Halwia Tebs CIUIIKOM HUYTOXXHBIM; HY, U YCIIO-
KO¥iCd Ha 9TOM U IIporrau!

— Boxxe moit! /la Kak ke 51 Tellepb OCTaHYCH,
4To g 6e3 Tebs1 6yay?! — BAPYT 3apblajl OH, KaK
MaJIeHbKUM pebeHOK, o6HMMasaA ee. OHa CHOBa
3axoTesla OTTOJIKHYThH €ro, HO He Halllla B ce6e
CHJIBI U caMa K HeMy IIp¥DKaJlach, U caMa TOPbKO
3arwiakasa.

— OTouu OT MeHd, yuny, yiunu! OcTaBb Me-
HA B IIOKoe. He paccTpaBissii MeHs, CHJI MOUX



HeTy, — TBepjHJa OHa, KaKk 6e3ymMHas, 3a/IHBa-
ACh cye3aMH. — I'oBopro Tebe, yTo I1034HO. He
XBaTHUJIO Y Tebs CUJIBI B3ATh MEHs, TaK YTO K Te-
eps? 3HAYUT, CY>KIEHO TakK.

Ho BApyr IMOAHAIOCH B HeH IIpeKHee paspapa-
JKeHHe; OHa OCTaHOBHJIA CBOHU CJIe3bl, OTTOJIKHY-
Jla 0T cebsd MMJLIESUMO M CHOBa Hayajla TBEp-
IBIM U CIIOKOMHBIM T'0JI0COM:

— AX, g raynas, paciviakasiace! Hy ma aTo B
IoCaeHUN pas. Ycrazia 4, ocinabesia, BOT U ILIa-
4y, a He IIoflyMaM Tbl, YTO II0 TeGe 3THU CJIESHL.
Het! 3Hail TEI Telleps, UTO S YK He JIFOOJII0 Tebs,
IIOTOMY 4YTO ThI He CTOMIIL JIIOOBHU MOeH. S He
MOTY JIIOOHTH TaKOTO 4YeJIoBeKa, KaK ThI, II0TOMY
4YTO THI TPYC, THI TPSIIKA, Thl He MY>K4YMHA, THI 6a-
6a. Moero TelepenIHero >XKeHuxa JIOOJII0 06O0JIb-
mre. OH 6oJsibIlle TeGs CTOUT JIIOOBH, B €r0 pyKax
CHJa. A 1 MOTY JIIOOMTBH TOJIBKO CHJIBHOIO. IIpo-
1I1a¥, ¥ COBETYI0 Tebe I103a0bITh 000 MHeE, KaK 5 0
Tebe 1103a6yay, mpolan... UTo Ke THI CTOUIIL?
Vxomu oT MeHs, YXOIH...

OHa czesaia HECKOJIBKO II1aroB Hasag,.

OH KHHYyJICA 3a HEI0, OH JIOBUJI ee 3a IIOJIBI
ry6xu. OH MOJIUJI ee XOTh Ha MUHYTKY 0CTaThCd
C HUM, IIPOCTUTH €ro, CKasaTb eMy, UTO OHa ero



Jro6uT. Ho 0OHa ero He ciylajaa, OHa OTHHUMaJIa
OT Hero CBOK IIyOKy, OHa 6ekajia oT Hero. OH
CTOHaJI, OH BOJIOYHJICA 3a Hel, HO OHa BBIPBA-
Jlach U 1o6erkasa. M xasajoch e, cMepThb 06CTY-
IIHJIa ee CO BCeX CTOPOH. YBHJesa OHa Tellepsk,
4TO GEeXUT Yepe3 OrpOMHOe KJIafoullle, MepTBe-
IIb]l — BeJIMKaHbl 4YepHble IIPOCTHUPAIOT IIepef,
HeI CBOH KOCTJISIBBIe PYKH, CTydaT KOCTSIMH U
XO0XO0YyT.

B xakoM-TO 4ajy, B Opefly KaKOM-TO IIpHGe-
JKaJla OHa K cebe U B U3HEMOXXeHUH OpOCHIach
Ha II0CTeJIb.

Vi

po1LIO ABe Henenu. /leHb, Ha3HAYeHHEBIH I

00py4YeHbsl UMIlepaToOpa U KHSDKHEI /l0JITOPY-
KOH, IpubiKaicsa. ['ocyrapblHs — HeBecTa OBbl-
JIa IlepeBe3eHa B POCKOIIHBIN I'0OJIOBUHCKHUH IBO-
per, Ife AOJDKHA OblIa IIpeOBIBATH BILIOTH [0
cBaAbLObL. IleTp chbe3guwyi B HoBomeBUYUIT 00B-
SIBUTh 0abyIllKe 0 CBOeH >KeHHUThOe. OH 3acTast
apuily caaboi, 6osbHOU. OHa YK He pelniach
TOBOPHUTH C HUM OTKPOBEHHO, aBaThb €My COBe-
Tel. MosI4ya BBIC/IyIIajia ero pelleHue, CyXo IIO-
3lpaBWja ero U IobJsarojgapuia, 4YTo ee He 3a-



ObLI, CAMOJIMYHO U3BECTUTH ITpHexasl. [leTpy ObI-
JIO CHayaJsla 0ueHb HeJIOBKO, IIOTOM CTaJIO0 I'PYCT-
HO, TsDKeJI0O Ha cepaile. Kakoe-To MHUMOJIETHOE
4yBCTBO MeJILKHYJIO B HeM K 6abyIike. Bce xe
OHa CBOs, pPOAHAs, a B IIOCIeJHEE BpeMs BeJlb OH
KaK eCTb OJJMHOK, KPyTOM Bce uy>kue. Elje MUHY-
Ta, Apyras — ", MO>KeT ObITh, OH OPOCUTCA K 6a-
OyIlIKe Ha I1€0, TOPHKO 3aIIavyeT U OTKPOeT eH
CBOKO aymry. OH OPUCTaJIbHO B3IJISHYJ Ha Hee,
HO ee CTapoe JIUII0 TaK CyX0, XOJI0/JHO, He BUJHO
B HeM HH JIF00BY, HU JIACKH, UY>K]] el FOHbIA 1M-
IepaTop, ¥ OHa caMa II0Ka3ajgach eMy 4YyK[IOI,
HeHY)XHOI0. He ckasas OH el HUYero M, IIpO-
CTSACH C HEH, yexaJl.

ITo MockBe TN GOJIBIIIHE IIPUTOTOBJIEHUS K
IIpefCcTOsIBIIIeMy IIpasHecTBY. Bce xomoTanu o
TOM, YTOOBl KaK-HUOYAL He YAApUTh JIUIIOM B
I'psi3b, ABUTHCS B IIOJIHOM OJIecKe; 0COOEHHO BOJI-
HOBAJINCh UHOCTPAHHbIE PE3UIEHTHI: UM CJIEI[0-
BaJI0O TOCTOMHBIM 00pas3oM IIpe/ICTaBUTH CBOUX
MOHAapPX0B, KOTOPHIM OHH II0CJIAJIU 110 3TOMY CJIY-
4aw [IMHHEMIIINEe CYeThl U PeecTphl IIOKYIIOK.
«B 3TOM CcTpaHe BCe HEBEPOSITHO JOPOTO, a POC-
KOIIb 37lech TaKasl, KaKOM HUKOIa ellle He BU-
neIBasu B EBpoIie», — MHcaJu OHU, OIPaB/bIBast



CBOM Upe3MepHBbIe TPaThL.

B roJIOBUHCKOM [BOpIle C yTpa U /10 Beuepa
He 3aTBOPSUIMCH [ABepH. Bechb TIOpoj CIIEIIHI
SIBUTHCSA K HOBOH IOCYyJapeBOM POJHE B YIOCTO-
HUTCS YeCTH IIOLeJIOBATH PYKY Y IOCYZapbIHU —
HeBecCThl. 1 rocyzapblHsa — HeBecTa 00sg3aHa ObI-
JIa BCeM JI0CTaBJIATh YecTh 3Ty. OHa BBIXOAMIIA K
TOCTSM CIIOKOMHO, C TOP/IOM 0CaHKOM, U 06/1aBa-
Jla BCeX BeJIMYMEeM U X0JIOIOM. B Hell HEBO3MOXK-
HO OBLJIO Y3HaTh HeJaBHIOI Pe3BYIIKY KaTromry:
TaK OHa U3MEHMJIACh, TaK BOIIJIa B HOBYIO POJIb
CBOIO.

Ho HecMOTpsA Ha BUAHMOE CIIOKOHCTBHE, TS-
JKeJjlasg, MyuduTe/bHasg Oopbba coBepllajach B
cepate Katromu. ToJIBKO He BIIyCKajla OHa HU-
KOr0 B CBOM BHYTPeHHWW MUpP, HU C OTHOMN KU-
BOM [yIIOH He IIOJeJIWIach CBOMMHU MYKaMU;
BMeCTe C TOCKOIO, BMeCTe C CTpajaHbeM pocJa U
ee ropmocTb. OHa Tellepb OKOHYATEJIBLHO IIPO-
HUKJIaCh CO3HAHHEM CBOEro IIPeBOCXO/CTBa Haf
OKPY’KaBIIIMMH ee JIIOAbMH. OHH KasajlHCh eu
TaKUMHU MEJIKUMH, HUYTOKHEIMH, BC€ OHH I'0/IH-
JIUCh TOJIBKO Ha TO, YTOO KJIAHATHCS IIepe]; Helo,
JIOBUTH ee TOpjble B3IJIA/BI, KaXK[oe ee HeOpex-
HO OpollleHHOe CJIOBO. 1 OHa cToslla B CTOpPOHE



OT BCeX CO CBOUM pas3bUTHIM, HUKOMY HeBeJO-
MBIM cepplieM. OHa HalLia B cebe CHIy B TOT
HeJJaBHUU CTpAaIIHBIM Beuep OTTOJIKHYThb OT Ce-
64 rpad¢a Muuiesumo, y6exaTb OT Hero, HO CH-
JIBI CKOPO ee ocTaBW/IU. Cpeu HOBOM >KU3HHU, B
KOTOPYI0 OHa IIollasia, Cpefyd 3TOTO0 BeINYUd,
IeFICTBOBABIIIET0 Ha Hee KaK-TO pas/ipaKUTeJlb-
HO, OHa IIOHMMaJIa BCe SICHee U sICHee, UTO y Hee
Ha BCeM CBeTe ObLJI0 OHO TOJIBKO COKPOBHUIILIE, U
COKpPOBHIIe 3TO Tellepb OTHATO, YHUUTOKEHO.
Ecsii 6 M0>KHO 6BIJI0 BEPHYTH CTapoe, OHa HUKO-
rga OBl He OTTOJIKHyJIAa OT cebst Muiesumo.
«4TO 7K, UTO OH POOOK, HepeIluTeJIeH, 4YTO OH /ia-
JKe TPyC, MOKeT OBITh; UTO K TaKoe, BCe K OHa
€Tro JIIDOUT, BCe JKe B 9TOH JIFDOBU TOJILKO U OBLIO
ee cuacTbe. 1 Kakoe cyacTbe!»

Kaxio10 MHHYTOH €W HY)XHO [JOPOXKHUTE,
KaK[asi MUHYTa JI0po>Ke BCero 3Toro 6secka. 3a-
yeM OHa OTKasajlach caMa OT IIOCJIelHeH MUHY-
TBI, U Hey>KeJI HUKOI/ia OHa O0JIbIIe YK He YBU-
IUT cBoero apyra?! OHa ockop6usa ero, oH He
npugetr. Ho HeT, Halo BepHYTH €ro, HaJ0 XOTh
pas ero yBujeTh. OHa 30BeT CBOX BepHYHO JIro6a-
Iy, KOTOpas IIeJIbIH Trof IlepefaBasia MUsiesu-
MO ee IIHMChbMa.



— JIrob6ama, rosyoyiikal — TrOBOPUT OHa, U
Imepen 9TOM IIPOCTOI0 TeBYIIKOM HeT B Hell TOH
TOP/IOCTH, HeT TON BeJIMYeCTBEHHOCTH, UTO Tpe-
IIeTOM U BOJIHEHHeM 006/1aeT Tellepb PYCCKUX Ca-
HOBHUKOB, HINYIINUX MUJIOCTH OYAyIed rocypa-
pbIHU. — JIto6alia, — rOBOPUT OHA, — COCIYKU
MHe II0CJIeJHIOK0 CIIyXK0Yy...

— Bce, uTO IpHKaXKells, rocymapeiHsa! Ceifuac
XOTB YMPY, 3HAK TOJILKO ITI0aMH!

—3aueM yMHpaTh! — IIeYajJbHO OTBeYaeT
Katromra. — ITogu, BOT, CHECH eMy 3allMCOUYKY U
OTBeT IIPUHECU MHE.

U oHa mporkaleii pyKoH IIHIeT:

«3asmpa obpyueHve, 8ce KOHUEHO, XOWYy
npocmumucs ¢ mo6ow. Jlrobawa ckaxcem
0CMaJ/tbHoe».

A BApPYT OCKOpPOJIEHHBIU, OTBEP>KEHHBIN €lo,
CUMTAIOIINN ee USMEHHUIIeH, OH He IIpUaeT?!

— OTBeTa J0XKIUCh, JIroballia, OTBET MHE HY-
JKeH CKopel... He IT0OXUBY, He JOXKAYCh Tebs 4,
KaxeTcd! Ckopee, JieTH Kak BeTep! — U oHa Ha-
YpHaeT MIelTaTh el YTo-To. [IoHHuMaeIs, ITI0HU-
MaelIb, JIro6amia?!

Jlrobalia KvBaeT YTBepPAUTEIbHO T'OJIOBOU U



TOBOPUT:

— Bce MOJXHO, BCe c/ies1aro, roCyAapbIHs.

U1 JjieTUT OHa Kak BeTep, HO BCe jXKe JaeKo
3TO, BCe )Ke Hy’)KHa M oIlacka. dac mpoles, aApy-
ro¥ Hadajicd, HeTy oTBeTa. Ho BOT KTO-TO CTYK-
HyJ B Bepu. OHa, JIrobarma!l

— UT0, 4T0? — TOJILKO IJIa3aMHU CIIpaIlIMBaeT
ee KHsDKHa KaTepuHa, a g3bIK ee He CJIyIIIaeTcs,
He MOJKeT IIPOM3HeCTH HU CJI0Ba.

— BoT, rocyapbIHd, BOT, IIPOYTH.

OnHa yuTaer:

«Oy0y HCUBOU UNAU MEPMEBBLIL».

«B II0JIHOYB, KaK JOJITO ellfe, KaK CTPAIIHO
JOJITO!»

A Tam, B mapaJHBIX IIOKOSIX ee >KOYT, 38 Hel
oK IOChLIaIA. TaM CHOBa TOCTH: BaBUJIOHCKOE
CTOJIIIOTBOPEHHUE.

U KHSDKHa UJeT, BCA CUssl OpMJUIMaHTaMU U
H3yMpyZaMH{, BOJIoYa 3a COO0K AJIWHHBIN
nurerip 6eJsIoro aTIAaCHOIO ILIaThs, 3aTKAHHOIO
30JIOTBIMHM pa3BojfaMHu. OHa IIPOXOAUT PSIL KOM-
HaT, IIapCTBEHHO KJIaHJIeTCd Ha BCe CTOPOHEI, 3a
HeI0 cJIeflyeT LIeII0T, HO He O/IUH BOCTOPT TOJILKO
CJIBIIIIUTCSA B 3TOM Iernore. OHa 3HaeT, IIOHUMa-



eT, CKOJIbKO c06paJIoCh 3/1eCh TallHBIX BParos, 3a-
BHCTHHUKOB U 3aBUCTHHI] ee BeJanuusi. Ho HeKo-
rfa ey Terepb AyMaTh 06 3ToM. JKmeT oHa He J[0-
JKIeTCs YPOUHOTO0 4Yaca. BoT ckopo ogvHHAAIIATE,
CKOPO BCe pa3oyayTcd U Oy/ieT oHa CBOOOHA.

OHa TOBOPUT MaTepH, UTO He3J0poBa, 4TO
I0JDKHA Jieub. M3BecTHe 006 3TOM OBICTPO oGera-
eT Bce KOMHATHL. ['0CTH cIIemiaT yexaTh, 3aJIbl IIy-
CTel0T. BOT U pojHbIe pa3oNLINCh, IIpHeXaBIllye
oAb yexaau. OHa IIPOCTU/IACh C HUMU U CKPBbI-
Jlach B OIlOYHBaJIbHe. A TaM Jlrobala yxK >KIaeT
ee.

—T'oToBO, BCce ycTpowsa. bor IoMo’keT, HU-
KTO HUYEro He 3HAeT.

— Hy, Tak xuBeii, )KuBeii!

JIro6aria ucye3aeT. 3a BOpOTaMU JT0KUAETCS
ee KUOUTKa. IIJIOTHO 3aKyTaBIIWCh B ILIYOKy U
COBCeM 3aKphIB JIUIIO CBOe, CALUTCI OHA B KHU-
O6uTKy. Kydyep rapKHyJI Ha JIOIIafiel, OHU MYarT-
ca. IIporwto mosrgaca. K ToH »Ke IIyCTOM CTOPOHeE
TOJIOBMHCKOTI'O JBOpIiA OISATH IIObexajia Ta e
KUOUTKa, HO U3 Hee BBIIILIA YK He ofHA JIro6a-
111a, U3 Hee BEIIIeJ ellle KTO-TO. /[[Be KeHIITHHBI,
3aKyTaHHbIe, B THUIIIMHE HOYH IIOIILIN 3aJBOPKa-
Mu. COHHBIM CTOPOXK IIPOTHpAaeT IJjasa, CobaKu



Ha HUX 3aJIaslIN.

— AX BBI, IIOJYHOIIHUIIbl, — BOPYUT CTO-
po>x. — CThIZja y Bac HeTy, BOT 3allepeTh BOPOTAa,
He IIYCTUTH Obl!

— Hy, Hy, He BOopuH, CTapbli, — IIEIIHYJa eMy
JIro6aria. — BoT Tebe, BBIIIEN Ha 3[0POBbE.

OHa cyHyJIa eMy B PyKy MOHeTy. OH oIfymaa
ee.

«3Jre! — mogyMas oH. — HuKak 3aTo py6Jib ce-
peOpsAHbIM, BULHO, UCITY KaIach JeBKa».

H oH 3amosTyaIl.

Jlrobamra U [pyrag >KeHCKas Qurypa IIOJHU-
MalTcd II0 JIeCTHUIIe. Bce CIIAT B loMe, Tellepb
HUKOI0 He BCTPeTHUTh, JIroballa Bce YyCTpPOHIIA,
Ka)K[bI II0BOPOT BBICMOTpesia — XUTpas OHa
IeBKa, IIpUBBIYHAS.

BOT y3eHBKHUH IJIMHHBIN KOPHUAOPYHUK, TbMa
B HeCYb — 3THU He BUAHO. Jlroballra uzeT BIlepe],
OLLYIIbIO, IITaTW CBOU OTCUUTHIBAET. /lepKach 3a
ee IIyOKy, II0JJBUTAETCS U pyTasi KeHII[UHA.

— 3pech! — mrenHysia Jliro6ama.

OHa THUXO CTyKHyJIa B CTeHY. BOT CIBIIIUT
OHa, KakK Ife-To 6JIM3K0 — 6JIM3KO0 II0BEPHYJIaCh
pPyYKa aBepHU. BOT, JIeTKO CKPUIIHYB, IBEPh OTBO-
punacek. Jlrobalia IIPOITyCTHJIA BIIEpPeS CBOIO



CIIyTHUITY, & cCaMa 0CTajIach B TEeMHOM KOpHUZO0pe.

KuspoxHa KaTeprHa AJjieKceeBHA CTOSJIA Y Ma-
JIEHbKOU IBepH B OOJIHIIION POCKOIITHOM KOMHA-
Te, BeJlllel B ee OIlOYMBaJIbHIO. KoMHaTa Oblia
COBCEM TeMHas, TOJLKO U3 CIIaJIbHU, Uepes TH-
JKeJIYI0 TIOJIYCIYIIEHHYI II0OPThepy, IIPOOUBa-
JIach I10JI0CKa €J1aboro cBeTa.

— TrI 3T0? THI? — IllelIHyJIa KHSDKHA. — TH-
11e, UK 38 MHOIO.

CoyrHuita Jliro6amu ugerT 3a Herw. OHU B
CIIaJIbHe.

— HukTOo Bac He Bues?

— HuUKTO, HUKTO, — IIOBTOpsieT MUiiesumo,
cOpaceiBas >KEHCKYI0 IIYOKy U IIJIaTOK C TOJIO-
BEI. — HUKTO He BH/eJI, MOS PagoCTh!

OH OpocaeTcs Ha KoJIeHU Ilepel KaTepuHOW,
IeJIyeT ee PyKH, IUIaYeT, CMeeTCs, C BOCTOPIOM U
TOCKOIO IJIAAUT Ha Hee. M OHa caMa IyIaveT, caMa
cMeeTcsl 1 obHHMaeT ero. Kpyrom Bce Tuxo. Ha
KJIIOY 3allepsia OHa [IBephb CIIaJbHU, a 0TTYy/a, U3
KOpHIo0pa, HUKOIMAa HUKTO He XoauT. TaM Ke 3a
IBepblo JIrobarlma.

PasHoIBeTHEBIE JIaMIIaJbl, 3a)KOKeHHBIe IIepes
obpasaMu, KaK-TO BOJIIIEOHO 03apsgr0T KOMHATY.
Bca oHa ycTsiaHa JOPOIMMU MATKUMU KOBPaMU.



3os0ueHas, MITOGOM IIOKphITag MeOesb HHO-
CTPaHHOM paboThl.

B riybuHe, oA IparolieHHbBIM OasIfaXUHOM,
CKpBIBaeTCA BBICOKAsA KpOBaTh KHSDKHEBEI KaTepu-
HBI. HUKTO, KpOoMe 0TIla U MaTepH, 0 CUX II0p He
ObLI B 3TOM KOMHAaTe: [I/I1 BCeX 3allepTa OHa, Kak
ceaTmanile. Ho He cMmyIiaeTca KHspKHa KaTepu-
Ha IPUCYTCTBHEM MoJoforo rpada. HU MUHYTHI
He 33aayMaJyiacbk OHa, YCTPOHB 3TO OIIACHOE, IIO-
YTHU HEBO3MOJKHOe CBHUZaHKe. M 4To 7K, BOT HHU-
4ero He CJIy4YuUI0Ch! BOT OH 3/ech, 3/ieCh, a Belb
TOJILKO 3TOT'0 U HY’KHO, a TaM JaJIbllle IIyCTh 0Y-
IeT, uyTo OyzeT. Ilyckail XOTh BCe Telephb IIPUAYT
CIO/Ia, 0TO BCEX CyMeeT OTCTOSATEH OHAa ero. HUKo-
My He OTAACT OHa II0CJIeJHEero yaca CBOEro cya-
CThbs1! Bemb 3aBTpa CMeEPThH, TaK O 4yeM Ke [y-
MaThb! Al BBl BooOparkai, UTO CyMeJIH OTHATh Y
MeHd Muioro?! Coyraau MeHd, JIUIIWIA MeHS
BoJiv! Bl Telleph CIIUTE CIIOKOMHO? Hy U crivTe!

U oHa, obeccuysieHHass BOJIHEHUEM, CUaCTbeM
U TOCKOI0, MEIITarIIMMUCI B AyIlle ee, OIIyCKaeT-
¢ B KpecJIo.

MumtesuM0O Ha KoJIeHAX Iiepef Hero. OH He
BBIITYCKaeT U3 PYK CBOUX ee PYKH.

— Tak TBI MeHd JIIOOUIIL? — IIeITYeT OH. —



3ayeM >Ke ThI IIPOTHAJJIa MeHd? Bedb A C TOCKH
4yTh He yMep, UyTh He 3aCTpesInics!

U oHa yK He MOKeT CMesAThbCd HaJl HUM, He
MO>KeT CIIPOCUTH ero: «II04YeMy K He 3aCTpeJInl-
csA?», He MOJKeT CKasaTb eMy, YTO, 3HaUUT, He Be-
JIMKa OblyIa TOCKA, €CJIH «4yThb» OCTasloCh. OHa
YK M He [yMaeT HU 0 4YeM, U He 3ajiaeT cebe HU-
KaKHUX BOIIPOCOB. MoJKeT OBITh, Jake el Tellepb
M leJia HeT 10 JH6BU ero. OHa caMa ero JIFOOUT:
BOT BCe, UTO OHa 3HaeT!

— Jla, g ar06u0 Te6s1, — TOBOPUT OHA eMy, —
JIXO0JII0 BCEM ropeM, BCeM y>KaCOM MOel KHU3HMU.
[otigeM, mouzaeM, y6e)KUM OTCHOZa. Bo3bMU Me-
Hd, YHEeCU MeHd IIofasblie!

— Jla KaK ke 9TO chejaTh? — B HEJOYMEHUU
IIPOTOBOPUJI OH.

— Kak czesnaTts? — cMeeTcsd OHA U IIayeT. —
Kak? Hesb3d aTOro cueiars, 5a U 51 caMa Tellepb
He To¥ay ¢ To6010. HeT! Bce koHueHO! JIF06JII0 5
Tebs, 0X, KaK JII06JI10, HO Y>K U He 3Halo, IIpaBo,
yTo 60JIbIIE: JII0O0BL MOS K Tebe MJIM HEHAaBUCTh
K HUM KO BceM!.. Ecii 6 3HAJI ThI, KAK OTBPaTHU-
TeJIbHBI OHH, KaK >KaJIKU, KaK HUUTOKHBI! /la ThI
He 3Haelllb, Thl He IOHUMAaeIllb 3TOT0. 1 He HyX-
HO, He Hy)XHO! 3Hail TOJLKO OJHO, UTO OHH



OIMHOJ/JIMCHL BO MHE, UTO HHUKTO M3 HHX MeHS He
IOHsI. 3HaMl TOJILKO OMHO, UTO S CMEICh Hal
HUMMU U 10 KOHIA ITocMeroch! OHM MeHS IIPojia-
Jgu!.. MoXeT OBITH, eIlle PacKarwTCd B 3TOU IIPO-
Jake. A OH, TOT, KOTOPbIM KYIIWJI MeHs, — OH
TOYHO KYIIWJI KaK Belllb KaKyl — U OH pacKaer-
cs1! Zlo6poii, BepHOU >KeHOM 6yay g eMy!

U oHa OIITH XO0X0YeT 3JIbIM, MyUYHUTEeJIbHbIM
CMeX0oM, U 3abnIBaeT OoHa BCe 0OCTOSITEJILCTBA,
IIpU KOTOPBIX KYIIUJI ee TOT, KOMYy Tellepb OHa
rpo3uTcs. 3abbIBaeT OHA, UTO OH ee CIIpallld-
BaJI — JIFOOUT JIK OHa ero? OHa 3HAeT, KaK Toraa
eMy OTBeTWJa, 3HaeT, YTO CBOUM OTBETOM IIOIY-
6mia ero u ce6sl, IIOTOMy YTO OH ee He JIIOOUT,
IIOTOMY YTO 6€CCOBECTHO, OTBPATHUTEIHHO IIOCTY-
IIAJIU C HUM, C 3TUM OeJHBIM, N3MY4YeHHEIM pe-
0eHKOM U ee pOJHBIe, U caMa OHa. Ho HUYero
3TOro0 He IIOMHUT OHAa, He IIOHHMAeT, 3HAaTh He
xoueT. EXf Ka)keTcsl, YTO OH, HU B YeM HEIIOBHH-
HBIM, IIpeKpacHbI pe6eHOK, Bpar ee U MY4U-
TeJIb, U BOT OHa COOUpaeTcs MCTUTh €My, U CUU-
TaeT ce6s1 IIPaBOI0: BUIHO, BKOHEI[ IIOMYTHJICS ee
pasyMm. BumHo, BKOHeEI] IIOMYTHJIOCH ee Cep/Ile.
OX, KaK OOJMT OHO, KakK pBeTcd Ha 4dactu! U
OIIATH OHA IIAYyeT, OIAThH IIPYHKUMaeT K IPyau



Mwuiuiesumo. U iUt Ha HEero — He MOYKeT Ha-
TJIAeThbCs.

BUXpB KaKOU-TO ITIOHUMAeTCA B HEU U Ilepes
Hero. ['os10Ba ee Kpyxutcd. «Al S elfe 11o60proCh
C BaMH! — MeJIbKaeT B Hel I10C/IeHIS MBICIb. —
Sl eme Haka)ky Bcex Bac!» U oHa oIsITh 3a0bIBa-
eTCs, YYBCTBYeT TOJIbKO IIPHUCYTCTBHE MHUJIOIO U
LIemnyer eMy:

— TBos, TBOS, BOSBMH M€EHS!..

JleTaT, MyaTCcd He TO 4Yachl, HE TO MHHYTEL
JKu3HB J1M 0CTaHOBUJIACH, U HeTy ee? I KUIIUT
OHAa U pasjuBaeTCd II0JIHOM yaler? CoH JIU 3TO,
WU IBb HeIlIOHATHasA? BoJime6CTBO Kakoe-TO...
YTO-TO 3aKOJIJOBAHHOE...

Ho kxT0 3to ctyuutca? Urto 3To Takoe? Ax! [la
aTo Jlrobaira; BUAHO, [0JITO, BUAHO, MHOIO IIPO-
IIJI0 BpeMeHU. YTPO CKOpPO, I10pa IIPOCTUTELCA. /la
pasBe B03MOXHO 3T0? Teriepn... Her! HeT, Te-
Iephb y>K He OTIIyCTUT OHa ero! Terephb y>K He OT-
lacT ero HUKoMy!

Ho JIro6amia ongaTh CTY4UTCS.

— IIpomai, — mrenyeT KHsPKHA, — IMIPOIaN.
Hukora MbI 60JIbIIIE HE YBUIUMCS!..

— Her, g ¢ To60#1 He IIpPoIal0Ch, — OTBEYAEeT
MuutesuMo. — 3aBTpa, 3aBTPa 5 Te0SI YBUXKY.



«3aBTpa... pasBe OyJeT 3aBTpa? — AyMaeTcs
KHSDKHe, — a eC/Id U OyJeT, TaKk He YBUIUT OH
MeHs 3aBTpa. 3aBTpa s Oyay Apyras. 3aBTpa OH
MeHs He y3HaeT!»

— He yxomu, ocTaHbCqd CO MHOIO! — 6€3yMHO
MOJIUT OHA U B TO ’Ke BpeMsi TOHUT ero, TOBOPHT,
4YTO II03JHO, YTO UX 3aCTaHYT, UTO €ro II0ryosT...

Hakonerr oH yxomut. Ilomesyid IIOC/Ie€HUIA.
[TociegHee o6bATHe... BOoT OH yiresn. OHa CIIbI-
IIIAT, KaK CKPHUIIHYJIA 3a HUM JiBepKa. OHa KUHY-
Jlach OBIJI0O K HEMY, HO Ha II0pOre CBOEeM POCKOIII-
HOHU CIIaJIbHU IIOIIaTHYJIaCh U yIrasa, 0e3yMHO
pBLAas.



Vil

30 HOs10pg 1729 ropma ObLIO Ha3HAUEHO 06pY-
yeHue Iletpa II ¢ kHDKHOIO EXaTeprHOU
AnexceeBHOH Jlosropykoi. Ha o6pydeHue 6bLIHU
IIpUIJIallleHbl BCe CAHOBHUKU C UX CeMeMCTBaMU
U MHOTHe OoraThle MOCKOBCKHE >XUTeJad. CoOU-
paIuCh B GOJIBIIION 3aJie KpeMJIEBCKOTO JBOpIia.

HMriepaTop ellje He Iokasajcsd. /JOJITOPYKUX
TO>Ke He ObLIO. Bce ¢ u3ymyieHUeM IlepefjaBajii
IpyT OPYIy O TOM, YTO B 3TOT [JEeHL KapayJ BO
IBopLe ObLI yBesnwueH co 150 Ha 1200 cospmart
(11eJsIBI 6aTaJIbOH rBapAvM). MHOTHE 00BSICHIIN
3TO TeM, 4uTo /loJITOpyKHUe 604TCd KaKOro-HUOYy b
6ecriopsaka. [loroBapuBasy, YTO CojgaTaM IIPH-
Ka3aHO CTpesATh II0 BCIKOMY, KTO OyneT 3aMe-
4YeH B OeCIIOpsifiKe U UTO-HUOYb KPUKHET.

BoTt nmokasasica OctepMaH. MHOTHe KUHYJINUCH
K HeMy, IIpocs 00'bSICHEHMS, HO OH caM II0KUMaJl
IJIe4YaMU U Ka3aJsics OYeHb YAUBJIEeHHBIM.

CobpaJsnich BCe roCyZapCTBeHHble CAHOBHUKU
U 3HaTHBIE PYCCKHeE JIIOLU U IIOMEeCTUIUCH 110 OfI-
HY CTOPOHY 3aJIbl Ha IIapuyeBBIX CKaMeMKax, a
CKaMeMKH C APyTro¥ CTOPOHBI 3aHSIU MHOCTPAaH-
HEbIe pe3y/IeHThl U UX CBUTA.



B rirybuHe 3asbl CTOSI 6ajIfaxyH, a 110 HUM
IBa KpecJa; TYT ’Ke HaXOAMJICA U aHaJIoOH, Ha KO-
TOpOM Jiexkasio EBaHresirie. Bokpyr aHasiod pas-
MeCTHUJIOCh NyXOBeHCTBO ¢ deopaHOM IIpoKOIIO-
BHUYEeM BO IJIaBe.

HakoHerr u3 BHYTpPeHHHUX II0KOeB I10Ka3ascd
uUMIlepaTop. 3a HUM CJjefoBajia IpeHajepcKas
poTa, COCTOSBIIAsg M3 CTa 4YesIoBeK. ITO 06CTO-
TeJIbCTBO OIIATHL 0OpaTHU/I0O Ha Cebs BHUMaHUE.
KamutaHoM TIpeHaJlepCKOM pPOTHI OB KHS3b
HBaH [[OJTOPYKUU: Tellephb YK HET HUKAKOTO0 CO-
MHEeHUS, YTO BCe [eJIajIoCh II0 ero paclopsixe-
HUK. MIiepaTop JIUIIIeH UM CBOOO/BI, OH Y HEro
II0Jl Kapay/JoOM W He BUIUT 3TOI0 WU He HAXO-
IUT B cebe CHJIbI IPOTUBUTHLCI CBoeMy (GaBOpPHU-
Ty. IleTp Kas3ajicgd CIIOKOMHBLIM M PaBHOAYIIIHBIM.
OH 1opoIriesl K HEKOTOPBIM JIHIIAM, KaXKIOMY
CKasaJl iBe — TpU ppassbl.

Ho BOT B30pHI BCeX 00OpPaTUIUCH K [IBEPSIM;
IIOTHSJICA IIeII0T. B fABepsxX Iokasasica MBaH
Josropykuii. OH BeJs 3a PYKYy CBOKO CecTpy, 3a
HUM CJIefoBaJja KHATHHA [[0JIropyKasi co BTOPO
Io4yephlo.

HWwmrmepaTop IoIresl K HUM HaBCTpeudy, B3I
PYKY HeBeCTHI 1 OTBeJI ee II0J 6afaXvH K OHO-



My H3 KpeceJ, a B pyroe cesj caM. 1 Tak HeIIo-
OBIDKHO M MOJIYa CHUEJIH OHM HECKOJIBKO MU-
HYT.

Kuspoxaa KaTepuHa Oblia ofieTa B ILIaThbe U3
cepeOpsAHOM TKaHW, IUIOTHO OXBAaTHIBaBIIEH ee
He’KHBIN cTaH. Bosiochl ee 6pLIM pacyecaHbl Ha
yeThIpe KOCHI M yOpaHBI ajiMa3aMM, Ha T0JIOBe
OpL1a HafleTa MajleHbKasl KOpoHa.

KusmkHa omycTHiIa Ijlasa M HM Ha KOIO He
cMoTpesia. JIumo ee 6bLIO OJIeHBIM, TYOBI CrKa-
Thbl, HO BO BCceU ee ¢urype OBLJIO 3aMETHO CIIO-
KOMCTBUe. FIMIlepaTop TOXKe BAPYT I100JIeHe N U
He IJIA7ieJI Ha CBOI0 HeBeCTy. OH paccessHHO Iiepe-
Oupas cepebpsHOe IINTbe Ha CBOEM CBETJIOM
KaM3oJie. IIo BpeMeHaM yTOMJIEHHE U Jake TOC-
Ka BBIpa’kaJIUCh Ha JIUIle ero. EMy OGBLIO HeJIOB-
Ko, OH bor 3HaeT 4TO OBI IaJ, YTOO HMETh BO3-
MOXHOCTb y6erkaTb OTCIoja, KyJa-HUOYyIb
CKpPBITHCA. Ho Telepb yK ybekaTb U CKPBIThCS
HeKyza. OH OYHYJICS, BCTaJ C KpeceJ, II0Jaal Py-
Ky HeBeCTe, U OHM IIOJOIILIN K aHaJIok. CiIabbIM,
yIIaBIIHM I'0JIOCOM OOBSABUII UMIIepaTop, UTO Oe-
peT KHsDKHY cebe B KeHbl, OOMEHSICI C Helo
KOJIbITaMU M HajleJl Ha ee IIPaBYH PYKy CBOH
roptpetT. IIoTOM KeHHUX C HEBECTOH II0Ile/I0BaIx



EBanresne. ®eopan IIpoKOIIOBUY IIpodyes Haf
HHUMH MOJIATBY. IMIIepaTop IMOKIOHUJICA KHSXK-
He, ¥ OHHU CHOBA CeJIM Ha 30JI0UYeHbIe KpecJa, u
OIIATH-TaKU HU pasy He B3IVIIHYJIU OPYT Ha IPY-
ra. O6a Bce OBLIM TakK >Ke OJIEMHBI, TaK Ke IIe-
YaJbHBI, Ka3ajJHMCh TaKHMH >Ke ycTajJblMu. U
BCeM OBbLIO TSDKeJIO U CTPAaHHO CMOTpPeTh Ha HUX,
BCEM KasaJIoCh 3TO TOP>KECTBO 0OOpy4YeHUd Ka-
KOM-TO IIeYa/JIbHOM IlepeMOHMEMN, IIpelBelralo-
1I1e¥ 4TO-TO HeZobpoe.

HwMriepaTop mmozo3BaJjl K cebe MiBaHa J[oJropy-
KOr0 M CKasajJl eMy, UYTO >KeJjlaeT HasHauYUTh Ka-
BaJIEPOB U 1aM KO IBOPY CBOEM HeBeCTHI. Mallu-
HaJIbHO, OyZATO IIOBTOPSIA 3aTBep>KeHHBIN YPOK,
OH IIPOM3HOCHUJI MMeHa U paMUINU, U, OKOHUUB
9TO, B35LI PyKy HEBECTEL.

Bce 1mpucyTcTBOBaBIIIME KaBaJjephl U [TaMBbI
OJHHU 3a APYIUMH IIOAXOIHJIM U IIeJIOBaU 3Ty
PYKYy.

KusoKkHa Bce He mogHMMasia rias. Ee xXosof-
Hasg pyKa Jierkasa, Kak MpaMop, Kak HeKUBas B
pyke umiiepatopa. Ho BApyr oHa IogHsIa IJ1a3a,
U3 IPyJU ee BbIpBAJICA Clabblil KpUK. OHaA OBICT-
PO ImofHsAIAaCEH C KpeceJsl ¥ BeIpBajia PyKy U3 PyKH
uMItepaTropa. OH M3yMHJICHA, B3IJIIHYJ Ha Hee,



II0TOM IIepef; co6010, U sIpKas KpacKa 3aJIijIa ero
miekd. Ilepes HEM cTOsT MHJJIE3SUMO, a KHDKHA
caMa IIPOTSIHYJIa eMy PYKY, 1 OH I1eJI0BaJI ee.

«4T0 K 3TO Takoe? Ko BceMy ellfe U 0CKOpOJIe-
HHe!» — IIoAyMal HUMIIEpaTop, HO CIIPAaBHJICA C
C000I0: OH TeIlephb y>K YMeJI C CO60I0 CIIPaBJIATE-
co.

Bce cpesrasy BU, YTO HUYETO He 3aMeTHIIH, U
I1eJIOBaHHEe PYKH IIPOJ0JDKaJIoCh CHOBa. Tosria
IPHUABOPHELIX IIOCHEIIN/Ia OKPY>KUTD U CIIPITATh
3a co6010 Musnesumo. Ero BeIBesIM U3 3aJIbl, yCa-
OUIH B CaHU U yBe3Id. OH MoJI4YaJll, He OTBevall
HH Ha KaKue BOIIPOCHI UM IT03BOJIAJ JieIaTh C CO-
00x0 BCe, YTO OBLJIO YTOAHO 3THUM JIIOAIM. OH Ja-
’Ke He 3HaJI U1 He MHTEPECOBAaJICI: CIAacaloT ero
WA Be3yT Ha Ilorubesb. OH cpesaa CBoe [eJIo:
npoctuica ¢ KareprnHOM AJIeKCeeBHOM, HCIIOJI-
HUJI laHHOe el obelllaHue.

A BO 1BOPIIE BCe IIJI0 CBOMM IIOPSIAKOM. Ilepe-
MOHHS OKOHYMJIACH, [YXOBEHCTBO YAAJIHUI0OCH K3
3aJibl, U HavdaJicda 6as. FimiepaTop 66l B IIepBOM
Iape ¢ KHsSDKHOM, M OHa CHOBAa ObLiIa PaBHO/YIII-
Ha, 61eHa ¥ MoJidaauBa. OH TOXKe He TOBOPHJI
el HU cjoBa. HM OJHMM 3BYKOM He 3aMeTHJI OH
€M, 4YTO HaXOAWUT CTPAaHHBIM U HEYMECTHBIM ee



IOCTYIOK. OH CIIeIlMj CKOpel KOHYUTHL TaHel,
4T06 HMeTh BO3MOXKHOCTB YHUTH OT HEBECTHI.
Emte wac ToMy Hasaj, OH OBLI K Hel TOJIbKO PaB-
HOJYIIIEH, a Tellepb, KOIZa CBsA3aJ cebs C Hel,
HOBO€ YYBCTBO OXBaTUJIO ero. M 3TO YyBCTBO OBI-
JIO TO >Ke caMoe, KaKoe HMCIIBITaJI OH /IBa Tofia TO-
My HasaJ K KHsDKHe MeHIIIMKOBOM: HeBecTa CTa-
Jia eMy IIpoTUBHA. OH IIOMBIIILIA TellePb 0 TOM,
4TO 3a4UeM JKe JOIIYCTUJI OH 00pydeHbe, YTO elle
MO>KHO OBLIIO 0TKa3aThCs. UTO K TaKOe OHU B Ca-
MOM [esie? Benb ecTh jKe KOHeIL Apy»k6e! [la u
npaB Ju Ajiekced ['puUropbud, TOYHO JIK 3TO
HY>XHO? [Ipesxzie BCero rocyzapb AOJDKeH OBITh
CBOOOAHBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM, [OJDKEH pacliojaraTb
caM co6010, a He OTAAaBaTh CBOX >KHU3Hb U CBOIO
PafoCcTb KaKUM-TO CTPAaHHBIM M BPSJ, JIM CYIIle-
CTBYIOIIIMM He0OXOAUMOCTSM.

bas cKOpo KOHYMJICSA, M KHSDKHY OTBE3JIH B
TOJIOBUHCKHM BOpeL] B KapeTe UMIlepaTopa, Ha
BepxXy KOTOpPOM ObLla KOpPOHA; KOHBOM COIIPO-
BOJKIAJI 3Ty KapeTy.

Jloma cobpasuCh pOAHBIe II03JPaBUTHL Iiap-
CKYI0 HeBeCTy, HO IIpeJK/ie ellle OHa JOJ/DKHa Obl-
Jla BbIHECTH Oypro. MaTh ee BCILJIECHYJIa pyKaMH
U paspasmaachk HeyAep>KHMBIM IIOTOKOM VIIpe-



KOB.

— 3a 4YTO THI ¥ cebs ¥ HaCc 0CpaMHJIa? — IrOBO-
p¥ia KHATHHA. — YTO TEHI cfesiasnal Beab Terepb
BCSIKHH, BOH, TOJIKYeT, UYTO €My B3lyMaeTcs.

—/la 4TO X, BeAb IIpaBAy TOJIKOBAThL CTa-
HyT! — OTBeTHJIa KHDKHA.

— Hy, cka’ku Ha MHJIOCTB, UTO 3TO CTAJIOCh C
TO060K? Benb Buepa elle THI yBepsiia U obelrja-
JIaCch, YTO BEIKHHYJIA COBCEM K3 T'OJIOBEL 3Ty IJIY-
II0CTh, YTO 3a0bLIa U JyMaTh 06 3TOM MUJLIE3H-
Mo. YTo >K 3T0, HaKOHell, Takoe? O cebe He yMa-
ellb, TaK ITogyMasia Obl XOTh 00 HMIIEpaTope,
BeJb THI €T0 CPaMHUIIIb!

— 4 ¥ caMa He 3HaI0, KaK 3TO CJIYYHUJIOCH, —
THUXO0 OTBevasa KHSDKHA. — S He gyMajla YBH-
JaThb ero, He Aymasia, YTO OH IIPHUIET CO MHOH TY-
Ia IIPOCTUTHLCA. HO OH IIpHIITeI... 1 He MOIJIa JKe
sl TOTO BBIHECTH, YTOO OH IIOLeJI0BAI MOIO PYKY
M3 PYK HMIIepaTopa.

— /Jla ToBOpIO Tebe, mogymMasia 661 XOTh O I'OCY-
rape! Benb ero Tl ocpamuial

— Hy, 06 HeM-To 4, IeFiICTBUTEIbHO, He 0YeHb
IyMal: POBHO CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIBKO U OH 0060
MHe.

Ho 3Tu nocsegHue cy1oBa OBLIM CKas3aHbl TaK



THUXO0, YTO OJfHA TOJIbKO MaTh U pacciIbliliajia UX.

Kuasp ViBaH He BepHyJICA I0MOU. OH He XO-
TeJI Tellepb BCTPeyaThCs C CECTPOIO.

Bce y>X cTaid pacXxoAUTHCS II0 CBOMM KOMHa-
TaM, KOIja Cjayra JOJOKWI O IIpuesfie desb[-
Mapirasaa JoJaropykoro.

OH BoIlles1 CBOeU TsDKeJOM IOXOAKOU, IIPU-
OJIM3MIICA K [TapCKOM HeBecTe, O0HSLI ee, a 3aTeM,
OTCTYIIMB Ha IIIar, IIOYTUTEJLHO IIOIeJI0BAJI ee
PYKY.

— IMosapaBJisgio Tebsl, — TPOMKO CKa3aJl OH, —
II03/IpaBJIAI0 Bac, Ballle KMIIepaTOPCKOe BhICOYe-
cTBO! Buepa 51 GBI TBOUM 7€M, HBIHYE Thl MOS
roCyJapblHs, U g1 0y4y BCerja TBOM BEPHBIA CIIy-
ra. IIo3Bosib 1aTh Te6e COBET: CMOTPH Ha CBOEro
aBTYCTeHIIero CyIlpyra He Kak Ha CyIIpyra TOJIb-
KO, HO KaK Ha Trocyjaps, ¥ 3aHUMaucd TOJIbKO
TeM, YTO MOKeT ObITH eMy IIPUATHO. TBog paMU-
JIUSI MHOTOYUCJIEHHA, HO, cj1aBa bory, oHa o4eHb
borata 4 4JeHbl ee 3aHMMAKT XOPOIIIKE MecCTa.
U Tax, ecaud Tebs 6yLyT IIPOCUTH O MUJIOCTH KO-
My-HUOYb, XJIOIIOYM He B II0JIb3y UMEHHU, a B
0JIb3y 3aCJyr U JobpojeTeseil. ITo OygeT Ha-
CTOsIIIee CPeCTBO OBITH CYACT/IMBOIO, Uero Tebe
JKeJiaro.



desipaMapIia HUSKO IOKJIOHUJICA ILIEMSIH-
HHIIE ¥ CHOBA II0IeJI0OBAJI ee PYKY.

Ha Bcex pOAHBIX 3Ta TOpPKeCTBEHHasl pevb
IIpoM3BeJsia IIPUATHOe BlleuaT/ieHHe. Elle Buepa
CTapblil KHS3b BOCCTaBaJI IIPOTUB 3aZyMaHHOIO
POJCTBEHHHUKaMH 6Opaka, ellle BUepa TOJIKOBAJI
0 TOM, YTO OpakK 3TOT He II0BeZeT K L0Opy, 4To
JloJITOpyKHe HUAYT II0 cTolaM MEeHIIHMKOBBIX, U
OXXHJaeT UX OJUHAKOBag C HUMH y4acTb. Ho,
BUJIHO, CTapHK IlepefyMaJl, BUJHO, YeCTOIIO0He
B HEM 3ar0OBOPHJIO!

KHa3p AJlekcell pafyLIHO OOHSI ero U 6J1aro-
JapHI 3a POACTBEHHBIE UYBCTBA M 3a IIpeKpac-
HYI0 pedb, UM CKa3aHHYIO.

desipaMapIial IPoOMOJIYAT M CKOPO yexall.
OH He yMas USMEHATH CBOUX MBICJIEH, OH TOJIb-
KO BHJIEJI, UYTO Tellepb HU K YeMy HX BBICKA3bI-
BaTh: BCe PaBHO BCe YK CeJIJaHO M HHYEro He
IIOIIPABHIIIE.



VIl

JIeKcell I'pUropbeBUY BepHYJICS LOMOM B Ca-

MOM MpPayHOM HaCTPOeHUH ayxa. OH ellle He
3HasI, 4To OyjeT 3aBTpa, KakKoe BIledaTseHHe
IIPOM3BeJI IJIYIIbIHA IIOCTYIIOK KaTepHHEI Ha HM-
nepartopa. Tak JIM 3TO IIPOMIET BCe, UIN II0THU-
MeTcs1 Oyps. Ho, Bo BCIKOM ciydae, Tellepb-TO
YK He00XOJUMO OKOHYATeJIbHO YHUUYTOKUTh
IIPpUYUHY OXXHuZaeMoi Oypu. OH IIpu3Baj cebe
KHs3s1 IBaHa M CTaJI TOJIKOBATH C HUM O TOM,
UTO HeMeJJIeHHO HaJ0 exaThb K rpady BpaTuciia-
BY ¥ y6eIUThL ero ycjaaTh KyAa-HUOYAbL II07aJIb-
e MuiiesuMo.

— KoHeuHO, 3TO cjenyeT, — OTBedaJ KHA3h
HBaH. — He [Ig cecTpHl s1 3TO cJeJal, a [JId
HeCc4yacTHOTOo rocyzaps. Eciu 6 3Hasl g BoBpeMd,
4YTO ellfe TaKOe BBl eMy IIPUTOTOBHIIH, TAK He J[0-
IIyCTHJI OBI 3TOM Y>KaCHOM CBaJbOBI.

— A, TBI OIIATH CBOE€ HaYHHAaeEIb! — yIPIOMO
IIPOTOBOPUJI €My oTel. — XOTb Tellepb 06pa-
3yMbCs, 0CTaBb U HAC, U ceCTpy B mokoe. O cebe
oyMaii!

«/la, TI0pa MHe 0 cebe IIOAYMAaTh!», — MBICJIEH-
HO IIPOTOBOPHJI KHA3EL MBaH, U IMoeXasI K Iiecap-



CKOMY II0CJIaHHHUKY.

OH My4HTeJbHO 006/{yMbIBaJI, KaK 3aTOBOPUTH
0 TaKOM II[eKOT/IHBOM [IeJIe.

Ho rpa¢ BpaTtuciaB mpenyrpegun ero. Emy
OBLJIO Y>K BCe MU3BECTHO, Y OH IIOCIIEINII YBEePUTh
KHA35, YTO Ha JAPYyrod JeHb MUJLJIESHMO OTIIPAB-
JIZeTCs K Iecaplo ¢ PasJIMYHBIMHU II0PYYeHUSIMH.

—l'oBOpIO 3TO K TOMY, KHA3b, — 3aKOHYHIII
BpaTucias, — 4TO He 6y/eT JIM OT BaC KaKUX IIO-
py4deHmii?

l'opa c 1wIeu cBajimaachk y KH4A3g MBaHa. OH
CcepievyHo I1o6Jarofapuil IIOCJAaHHUKA U IIOCIIe-
IIIMJI IOMOH, IlepeilaTb CBOUM O 6JI1aroII0JIy4YHOM
OKOHYaHUH JiejIa.

«A Tellepb MHe HY)KHO O caMOM cebe IIOAY-
MaThb!», — OIIATHL MBICJIEHHO CKasasl OH. M gymail
OH 0 ce6e BCI0 HOUb, U Pl YTO Ha3aBTpa, TaK
WX WHade, a OyZieT pasbsaCHeHa BCd Cy/ibba ero.

Ha fgpyroi feHb OH BbleXasl Ky/a-TO TOPOILIH-
BO. JIuXye KOHH €ro M4YajHCh, U POCJBIH, TOJI-
CTBIF Ky4dep JUKHUM rapKaHbeM OTTOHSI C J0PO-
T'Y IIPOXO0’KUX. BCTpeTHIIcsa Ha yyIuIle KHsA310 MBa-
HY 9KHIIa’K repriora e — JIHpus.

«Kyma OH 3Tak MUYHTCA? — IIOAYMaJ TIep-
or. — HaBepHo, K IIpuHIiecce. 5 He g1 6yxy, ecau



3aBTpa MBI He y3HaeM O ero cBajabbe ¢ EnxnsaBe-
TOM!..»

Ho ucnanern ommubasicd. KHgasp MBaH II0Bep-
HyJI He B Ty CTOPOHY, IJe >KWja IlecapeBHa. OH
CIIEIIIHJI K IlIepeMeTeBCKOMY I0MY.

HaBcTpeuy KHSISI0 BBIIIEJ IOHBIM XO3SIHH,
rpa¢ Ilerp BopucoBuu. KoHeyHO, eMy OBLIO
JIECTHO BUJIETH Y ce6s1 BceMOryIero paBopura —
Iia ellle KOrga? — Ha JPYToM ieHb II0CjIe 06pyye-
Hbs1 KHSDKHBI JI0JITOPYyKOM ¢ MMIlepaTopoM. OH
He 3HaJI, KaK ¥ 6J1aTOapUTh €ro 3a 3TO II0Cellle-
HYe, ¥ TOJBKO HECKOJIbKO YCIIOKOMJICH, KOIZa
KHA3b [IBaH cKasajl, 4YTo IIpHexaJl 110 60/IbII0MY
neJy.

— Kakoe Mo0>KeT OBITH y Tebs [jeJI0 10 MeHH?
UeM MOTy CIy>KUTb Teb6e? CII0BO CKaKH, BCE KC-
IIOJIHIO! — cIIpalIyvBaJl IOHBIN I'pad, ITOAyMbIBas
0 TOM, YTO Tellepb He0OX0AHUMO, KaK MOYKHO Tec-
Hee COJIM3UTHCA C I0JITOPYKUMH.

— Cxaxu MHe, IleTpyIia, Beib THl TellePb XO-
35IMHOM 3TOIO /IOMa CUMTAaellbCs, cTapium Ile-
peMeTeBBIM? Begb TBI Telleph IJIaBa 6paTy H
cecTpaM, TaK BeJb?

— KoHeuHO0! — caMOJ0BOJILHO OTBETHJI IOHO-
11a.



— Hy, Tak BOT, 3Ha4uT, Tebe, 6e3ycomMy, MHe
IIPUXOJUTHCA B II0SIC KJIAHATHCS, IIPOCUTL Tebsd
II0 cTapoMy obbIyaro. Ciyirait MeHs, rpad IleTp
bopucoBuy, Ipuilles & K TBOeH MHJIOCTH IIPO-
CUTB y TeOs PYKy cecTphl TBoel, HaTanbu Bopu-
COBHEI.

Mosomoir IllepeMeTeB He BCIIOMHHJICA OT
U3YMJIEHHSA W PaJOCTH, YCJBIIIA CI0Ba 3TU. OH
KHUHYJICA Ha 1IIel0 KHA310 MBaHy, cTajl 00HUMaTh
ero.

— Ecsi 6 MO>KHO 6BLJIO, — PafiloCTHO TOBOPHUII
OH, — g 6 3a Tebs BCceX MOHUX CeCTep pasoM OT-
maJt!

— Tak, 3Ha4MT, ThI COIJIaceH?

— YT0 JKe ellle CIIPAlIMBaTh: He I'PE3UJI O Ta-
KOM cYacThe!

Y OH 0IIATH KHHYJICA 11eJIOBATH KHA3S.

— Tak mogu K cecrTpe, Iepefai 0 MoeM IIpef-
JIO’K€HHH, U eCJIH COIVIACHA, TO IIyCTh MEeHs IIPU-
MeT.

— CoruracHa! Bot B370p kakoi! Kak 6yATO MO-
JKeT OHa OBITH HecoIJIacHa! /la ee B 3TOM [iesle U
CIIpallIruBaTh HeYero.

— S He Tak ayMmaro, — 3aMeTHa JloJropy-
Kul, — ecu 6 OHa ObLJIa He coIJIacHAa, TaK CHJIOM



OpaThb He CTaHY.

[llepeMeTeB XOTes OBLJIO €My YTO-TO HAaIIOM-
HUTB, X0TeJsI ObLJIO 3aMeTUTh, YTO He BCer/a Ta-
KOBBI OBLJIM Y MOJIOZOTO KHA34 IIpaBHJIa, HO BO3-
ZleprKaJIcs U IIOCIIeIINII K CecTpe.

«/la Beib He CIIATHUT Ke OHa C yMa, — JI0POroM
ImogyMasl OH, — He B3JyMaeT >Ke OTKasaThbCsd, a
KOJIX B3[lyMaeT, TaK g C Hel He II0IlePeMOHIOCE,
yJIOMaThb CyMeeM».

HartaJyibg boprcoBHa BXOJWIa B CBOM KOMHa-
TBI, KOIJja ey J0JIOXKHJIU O IIPUXO0/ie 6paTa.

— UTo Tebe, 6paTer;? — M3YMJIEHHO CIIPOCHU-
Jia oHa. BpaT He 6ayioBaJI ee CBOMMHU II0CEIIleHUS-
MH, MHOI/IA I10 I1eJILIM HeJleJIIM OHa ero He BHU/Ia-
Ja. — /la, BOT 4TO 51 CKaXXy Tebe, — IIpof0/DKaJIa
OHa, He JO0XKHUASACh ero OTBeTa Ha IIePBBIH BO-
IIpoC ee, — CXOAU THI K 6abylllKe B KOMHAaTy, g
cefiuac oT Hee. CoBceM OHa 60JIbHA, MOXKeT,
YMpeT CKOPO, 0 Tebe CIIpalllrBaIa...

— JKad HeBHaJbL! He B 6a0yIliKe Telleph Jie-
Jio0. CiIyIiai Thl, CecTpa, ¢ 4eM s IIPHIIes K Tebe.

U oH 1iepezasI e o IIpeJIoyKeHUH J[0IropyKo-
IO.

—TI'me xe oH, Ie, 3/1eCch, y HAaC B JoMe? —
6sIcTpO crpocusia HaTtanbs BoprcoBHa, KpacHes,



KaK MaKOB IIBeT, ¥ 3abIXasACh OT BOJIHEHU.

— /la, TBOero orBeTa AO’KHAAeTCd. Ecim co-
IJIaCHA, TaK IIPOCUT IIPUHATE €TO0.

Hartanpga bopucoBHa MoJI4asa.

— YTO0 X TBI, CECTPa, TOBOPH >Ke! Beb Helb3d
JKe TaK [JOJII0 ero 3acTaBJATh AOKHUAaThbced. Co-
IJIacHa ThI Wb He corjtacHa? /la, BIIpoueM, 0 4eM
TYT TOJIKOBATh? KoHeuHO, coryiacHa. Pa3Be OT Ta-
KOr0 ’>KeHHXa MO’KHO OTKAa3bIBaThCs, a TeIlephb
0co6eHHO0? YTO K MHe CKa3aTh eMy OT Te0s1?

— Ckaky, 4To 4 KOy ero, — THXO0 IIelHyJa
rpa¢uHs.

HBaH AJleKceeBUU He 3aCTaBILI Ce0S )KIATh.

[IaTHaAIATUIETHUM, HO YyKe 6J1aropasyM-
HBIN, OCMOTPUTeJIbHBIN [leTp bopucoBUY He BO-
I11eJI BMeCTe ¢ HUM, OCTaBUJI UX HaeUHe.

— YeM pelIuIlb THI CyAb0Yy Moo, HaTanbsa bo-
pHCOBHA? — CIIPOCHJ JIOJITOPYKHUM, KJIaHIACH
rpaduHe.

OHa IIpoTsHYyJIa eMy PYKY, KOTOPYIO OH IIOIe-
JIOBaJI IIOYTHUTEJLHO K C HEBOJBLHBLIM Cephed-
HBIM TPEIIETOM.

— IIpucane, KH43b, — CKasaJjla OHa, — II0TOJI-
KyeM. IIpesxzie Bcero 6s1arozapio 3a 4ecTb, KOTO-
PyIO TBI MHE [IeJIaelllb...



— JTO0r0 MOIJIa 6Bl U He TOBOPUTH, — IIEpe-
6u ee iBaH AjleKCeeBUY.

— OTuero MHe He TOBOPHUTE 3TOT0, KOJIU S TaK
4yBCTBYI0? IIpaBja aro, 4To Tl MHe YeCTh JieJsia-
elrb. X0Th 110 POKAEHBI0O MOEMY 51 U He HIDKE Te-
05 CTOI0, HO Befb ThI, KHA3b, Tellepb TaK BBICOK
ceJsiajcad, UTO MOI PAaCUYUTBIBATH Ha JIYUIIYIO
HeBecTy. Bce make ¥ TOBOPUJIM, UTO THI YK IIPU-
IysAges1 cebe mecapeBHy EsnmsaBeTy. — HecMoTps
Ha BCe CBOe BOJIHEHMEe, HeCMOTPsS Ha CTPAIIHYIO0
Ba)KHOCTH pelllaBIIerocs, Ha c4acTbe, 6e3MepHO
OXBaTHBIIlee nyiy, HaTaiabga boprcoBHa Bce ke
He MOIJIa yAep>KaThbCA 0T 3TOT0 YIIpeKa.

— He xopu MeH4 IiecapeBHOM, — OTBETHJI el
HNBaH AjekceeBrud. — KoM IPOLLJIBIM KOPUTH
CTaHeIllb, MHOI'0 HaWIeTCsd, U KOHUHUIIE Tl TEM,
YTO He 33 YeCTh IIOUTeIllb MOe IIpe/jIocKeHue, a
3a 6ecuecTbe cebe HeEMaJIOe.

U oH rpycTHO IJIAes1 Ha Hee.

— AX, 4TO TBI, UTO TEI! IIpOoCTH MeH4, IJIYIIYIO,
3aueM f 3T0 ckasasa?! HesayeM OBIIIO TOBOPUTH
MHe: BeJb BOT KOJIM 38 MEHS CBaTaellbCsd, Tak,
3HAUUT, APYroll HeBeCThl y TeOs1 HeTy, 3HAUMUT,
IIpe)XHUe MBICIU OCTaBMWJI. UTO X 3TO s Tebs
yIpekHysa! BUAWING, KaK g IJIyIla, MOXKET, U



BIIPSIMb THl HaUWJelllb >KeHy II0pasyMHee MeHS,
KoTopasg Obl Tebe OOJIbIlle IOAXOIMIIA, OOJIbIIIE
Tebs CTOMJIA.

A KHA3B YK ObLI Ilepef; Hell Ha KOJIEHSIX U Iie-
JIOBAJI €e PyKHU.

— PajocTh MoOs1, — IenTasx OH, — II0 IJla3aM
TBOUM BHDKY, UTO He XOUelllb Thl IIOTYOUTH MeHH,
He OTKakeIllb ThI MHe. Crtacubo, pofHasi, CIacu-
60. Zloairo He cMeJI 41 K Tebe ITOABUTHCA. CTpaIlHO
MHe OBLJIO U IIPUKOCHYTHCS K Tebe: TaKUM HeJ[0-
CTOMHBIM M HU3KHUM cebe 51 KasaJicsd. Ho 6osbliie
TepIleTh He XBaTUJIO CUJIbL. Korga Mor 60pOoTh ce-
651, 60poJI, pagu Tebd, IIOMHSA CJI0Ba TBOU, MHOTO
pas OT UCKYIIIeHUI pasHbIX yCcTauBaJl U 3J1a ybe-
raj. 3Haw, 4YTO MHOTO MpaKa eIlje BO MHe OCTa-
JIOCh, HO He BO3THYIIANCd Thl MPAaKOM MOHM,
IIPUMH MeH$, KaKOB 1 €CThb, 1 IIOMOTH MHEe YH-
CTOTOI0 AYIIH CBOeH I106equTh Bpara. TOJIBKO C
TBOEU IIOMOIIIbI0 U MOT'Y S CTaTh HAaCTOSIIIUM Ye-
JIOBEKOM.

OH rOBOPHJI 3TO TaK UCKPEHHO, OH IJISZes Ha
Hee C TAaKOU Bepou U JII000BBIO, UTO OHA HEBOJIb-
HO CKJIOHWJIaCh K HEMY U 0OHsJIA €To IIIel0.

— He yHmkam cebs Ipeno MHOM, HeJOCTOU-
HOM, s, MOXKeT, ellle BO CTO pa3 XyKe Tebs! —



merrrasia Hatanssa boprcoBHa.

— Tr1 He THeBU bora, He KileBellll Ha cebs, —
OTBETHJI OH, IIOKPBIBas IIOLIeJIYSIMU ee PYKH, —
HO 3Haelllb JIU: BOT BeJIUKO Tellepb MO€e CUacThe,
HO 1 BCe >Ke TOTOB OT Hero 0TKa3aThCs IIPU Of-
HOU CTPAaIIHOMN MBICJIH...

— UTo Takoe, uTo? CKa’ku MHe BCe, BCIO CBOIO
Oylry! — UCIIyTaHHO CIIpallrBasia OHa.

— Ilociymrayy, Hararra, mociymray, >KHU3HB
Mos1! BOT THI celiyac rOBOpHJIA O TOM, UTO S TaK
CTOI0 BBICOKO... CeIrOHA — Jja, HO 3aBTpa MOXKeT
BCe IlepeBepHYThCA. HellpouHO MoOe Besuuue, U
caM $ 3TO 3Hal0 JIydllle, UeM KT0-1160. Bcero MHe
HY>KHO 00SThC, a IyIlle BCero CeCTPUHOM HeHa-
BUCTH. 3Haelllb JIA Thl, YTO OHA MeHs HeHaBU-
IUT? 3Haelllb JIM ThI, UYTO BCE OHA CJieJjIaeT, UTo-
OBl TOJILKO IIOTYOUTH MeHs? UM ¢ yero sta HeHa-
BUCTB, He IIOHUMAal0, HO TOJILKO OHa CYIIeCTBYET,
Jla Beb U THI caMa ee BHjeJsa. Tak II0C/e 3TOTO
coo6pasu ThI, KaK HEIIPOYHO MOe Besinuue. BbITh
MO>KeT, CKOPO, OUeHb CKOPO 1 Oy/1y 3a0BITHIM, K3-
THaHHBIM 4YeJIOBeKOM. MHe Bce paBHO, OT AYIIIH
TrOBOpIO, KaK Ilepes BoroM HUCTUHHBIM, UTO He
CTaHy 5 Ha 3TO ceToBaTh. He Haylo MHe HU 6J1ec-
Ka, HU [104YeCTel; MHOTO UX, [Ia CYaCThbd OHU MHe



He Jjaad. Beb He 3a HUX >Ke Thl MeH$ JIIOOUIIIb, a
TOJIBKO O/iHA JII0O0Bb TBOS U €CTh MOE CUacCThe.
MHe UX He HaJO, S IIOMUPIOCH CO BCSIKOM [I0JIEH,
Ila THI-TO Kak >xe! IMero JIH g IIpaBo, IIPpU TaKOH
HEeIIPOYHOCTH MOeTO0 II0JI0KeHUs, 3BaTh Tebd 3a
co000I0 B 3TO HeBeZIOMOe, OBITh MOJKET, CTpaIllHOe
Oyny1ee?

— Kuasp lBaH, — oOpaTuiack K HeMy rpadu-
H$, ¥ BCE ee JIUIIO CJesIaJloCh TAKUM Cepbe3HbIM,
TaK U3MEHUJIOCh: OHA Ka3asach y>K He I0HOM, He
IIeCTHaAIaTUIIETHEN MEBYIIKOM, a >KEHIIIWMHOMY,
MHOTO HCIIBITaBIIIEN, — KHSI3b HBaH, — IIOBTO-
pwia oOHa KaKMM-TO BJOXHOBEHHBIM I'0JI0COM, —
IBa’K/Ibl JIIOOUTH 51 He CyMelo. Pa3 Tebs I101106H-
Jla— U TOJIbKO OJUH Thl U €CTh Yy MeHd, U BCH
’KHM3Hb MOS OyieT ¢ TOO0, UK COBCEM OJHUHO-
Ka. Eciii cyapba CyJMT HaM cyacThd — OyneM
CUYACTJIMBBI, €CJIH Cygb0a TOTOBUT HaM TOpe,
CTpaZilaHbg — OyZeM ropeBaTh U CTPaJaTh BMe-
cte. 5l He oTOMy OT Te6s1 U BEpIo, UTO U Thl MEHS
He OCTaBHIIb. 5] He 06MaHy Tebs U Beplo, UTO U
Thl MeHs He o6MaHelllb. KHs3b MIBaH, X04elllb —
6epu MeHs, 6epH BCIO )KU3Hb MOI0, Tebe, U OJJHO-
My Tebe OTZal0 4 ee, ¥ KaK ObI CTPAIIHO HU ObLIO
3TO OyZyliee, 0 KOTOPOM Thl Telleph AyMaelllb, s



C BOCTOPrOM U 6J1aKEHCTBOM IIPUHUMAI0 ero us
PYK TBOHX!..

HeBosbHBIN KPUK BhIpBasicd y BaHa J[0JIro-
PYKOTro, ¥ C 3TUM CYAaCTJIUBBIM KPUKOM OH KU-
HYJICA K Hel, 1 OHU CHOBA OOHAIUCH KpenKo. 1
OH IIOHSJI, KaK MHOIO JlaeT eMy CyAb0a, IIOHII,
4TO HallleJI KJIaJ 3aKOJIJOBaHHBIM, BeJidaiilee
3eMHOe COKPOBHIIIE.

IX

repuor ne — Jlupus [OoJ/DKeH OBLI CO3HAThCH,
4ToO IIpejcKasall IUI0X0. BecThb 0 TOMOJIBKe da-
BopuTa Cc rpaduHert IllepeMmeTeBOM 06JeTesa
MocCKBYy Tak >ke OBICTPO, KaK U BeCTh O IJapCKOM
IIoMoJIBKe. Terlepb BCe, YTO CTPEMHUJIOCH B I'OJIO-
BHUHCKUU [BOpeL], CTaJ0 CIIeIIUTh U B IllepeMe-
TeBCKHe ItajaThl. TaM BcexX BCTpeyasia IOHasg
HeBeCTa, CUsBIIIAas KPacoTOM U pafocThio. 11 Bce
HeCJIU el CBOU JILCTUBBIE II03/IpaBJIeHUs, BCe
TBepAWJIN BOKPYT HeC: «aX, KaK OHa cyacTIuBal»
HMckaiu ee MUJIOCTH, «peKOMEH/I0BAJIKCh 1107, ee
IIPOTEeKIUI0». II0TOM, BCIIOMUHAsA 3TO BpeMs, Ha-
Tajibsa BOpHCOBHA MHcajla B CBOMX 3alUCKaX: «s
He MHOe YTO BooOparkasa, Kak Bcd chepa Hebec-
Had JII1 MeHs [lepeMeHUIach».



I'paduH4a 3abblia BCe CBOU IIpeKHUe Iedau
U COMHeHbs, 3a0blla CBOM 00€THI, BO3[epKaHHe
OT BeceJIbg U IIPUTOTOBJIEHHE cebs K CKyKe. OHa
pajoBasach U BeCeJUIach BCEM CYILeCTBOM CBO-
UM, OHA CJIylllaja 3TH: «aX, KaK OHa cyacT/IuBal»,
U Ccepjlie ee TBepPAHWJIO: «Ja, s CYACTIHBA, U
cyacT/IMBee MeHs HeT Ha cBeTe». O 6yAyIlleM OHa
He fyMaJia, a JyMaja TOJIbKO O TOM, KaK OBl II0-
yalre, fa [1060JIbIlle BUIETh MUJIOIO YeJIOBEKa.

A Kpyrom, B 60raToM HX JOMe YK IILJIH IIPUTO-
TOBJIEHUs K CroBOpy. MHOTOYHCIIeHHas pPOAHSA
JIOJITOPYKUX Ka)KIbIH JleHb II0JHOCHJIAa HeBecCTe
POCKOIIIHBIE TIOJapKU: CepbIU OPU/IIMaHTOBEIE,
4yacel ¢ pasHbBIMHU QOKycaMH, TabaKepKH, «IOTO-
BaJIbHU U BCIKYIO rajlaHTepero».

ITeTp bopucosuu IllepemMeTeB I0OCIa JKEHUXY
IIIeCTh IIYZ0B cepebpa B IIOJapoK, KYOKHU fa (JIs-
IIIK 30JI0YeHble. BOT HasHAUMW/IM U CrOBOP, IIPH-
IJlallleHa OblIa BCS 3HATh, BCe YyKeCTpaHHbIE
MUHHCTPBL, CTOJBKO TOCTeM, OFHUM CJIOBOM,
CKOJIBKO MOT BMECTHUTb TOJIBKO IIPOCTOPHBIM
noMm IllepemeTeBbIX. JKgasu M LAPCKYI0 $aMHU-
Juo. CroBop HasHaueH OBl B CeMb 4YaCOB Beye-
pa, ¥ Korja CTeMHeJIO, TO 110 BCEMY JBOPY IIIHPO-
KOMY 3aOKeHBbl OBLIM CMOJIIHBIEe OOYKH, OCBe-



ILIIaBIIIHE TOCTSIM [JOpPOIY.

Crasy co6HMpaThCs: IIOTIHYJINCH IIyTOM Kape-
ThI 3a KapeTaMu. OK0JI0 Orpajbl joMa co6pasioch
CTOJIbKO Hapo/ia, 4TO BCA yJIUIla ObLIa 3alpyske-
Ha. U xpuuasu B Hapoge: «ciaaBa Te, T'ocrionwy,
OTIla HAIllero A04YKa HZeT 3aMy’X 3a OOJIBIIIOrOo
JeJI0BeKa, BOCCTaBUT POJ, CBOM U BO3BeJeT Opa-
THEB CBOMX Ha CTeIleHb OTIIOBY». B Hapome Xopo-
III0 eIlle IIOMHUJIU CcTaporo ¢espaMapinasa Ile-
peMeTeBa, U IIaMATH OblIa 0 HeEM /106pas. Ho Bce
JKe CJIBIIIAaJIUCh U TaKHe roJjioca, 4YTO TOBOPUJIU:
«KaJlb TOJBKO, 4TO 3a /I0OJITOPYKOI'0 BHIXOLUT: B
OYPHYIO CeMBI0 IoIajgeT». Ho aTH rosoca pasma-
BaJIUCh TUXO0, TUX0, K HUKTO UX He CJIyIIajl.

Ckopo 1mpuexas uUMIIepaTop, €ro HeBecTa U
IecapeBHa EjsimsaBeta. IleTp 1acKOBO O6HMMAJI
cBoero Jrobumiia lBaHa AjleKceeBHUYa, I103/IpaB-
JIIJI eT0 C TaKOM KpacaBuIleH. JlacKoBO 6Gecefo-
BaJ ¢ Hatasbeii BoprCcOBHOM, TOBOPUJI €U, UTO
OHa OyJeT CYacTJINBa, UTO >KeHUX ee XOPOIIUM
4eJI0BEK, UTO II0 HeM OHa eMy, UMIIepaTopy, POJ-
Hel CTaHOBUTCS, U OH paJf CepAeuyHO TaKOM HO-
BOM pofeHbKe. M Bce jsiyyesapHee CTaHOBHUJIACH
yJIbIOKa KpacaBUIlbl HeBeCTHI. 1 HUUero He 3aMe-
yajia OHa, KpoMe CBOero cyacthbd. He 3aMeuaia,



4TO JIAaCKOBBIM MMIIEpaTop caM YTO-TO OJjefileH U
IevaJsieH, 4To, TOBOPsSI O ee CYacThbe, caM OH, JKe-
HHUX TOKe HeJJaBHHUM, He II0X0’K Ha CYaCTIUBOTO.
Ho papyrue jrofy, KOTOPEIM HeUYero OBLIO JIUKO-
BaTh U PafioBaThCs, XOPOIIO 3aMEeTHU/IH, YTO MM-
IepaTop IMOXyZesa W H3MEHHJICI B IIOC/IefHee
BpeMs. 3aMeTH/IA OHU MHOIO CTPAHHOIO U B 00-
pallleHHu ero ¢ HeBeCTOoM. OH BhIpakajl ey 60JIb-
III0€ IIOYTeHHe, HO OT 3TOr0 IIOYTEHUs BEesIO XO-
JIOZOM, CKYKOM M TOCKOK. OH, OYeBHJHO, paj
OBLI OTOMTHU OT Hee IIOflaJIbIlle; BCS ero JIrbes-
HOCTBb, BCe €ro O)KUBJIeHHe OBLIM HAaIlyCKHEIE.
IToTOM 3aMeTHJIH, UTO OH IIPUCTAIbHO U JIFOOOB-
HO B3IJIAAbIBaeT Ha IlecapeBHy EnmsaBety. BoT
OH IIOZIOLIIEeJI K HeM, U Ha JIMIe ero MeJIbKHYJIa
IIpesKHHA CBeTJIad JeTcKas ybIoKa.

— JIusa, — ckasaJ1 IleTp, — peKo BUAIO 5 Te-
64. Ha Jrofigx Torfia Thl MeHs IO3paBHJIa, He
MOT 1 U CJIOBa CKa3aThb Tebe. A K Tebe Ioexaa U
He 3acTaJ Tebs.

— Jla, rocyzapb, — OTBeTHJIa IiecapeBHa, —
PeJKo MBI C TOO0H Tellepb CTaId BUJETHCS, HO I
JIK TOMY IIPUYUHOMU? A KaK OBbLI THl y MeHH, 5 €3-
Iyjia I03paBUTh TBOI HEBEeCTY, II0IleJI0BATh Y
CBOEM HOBOM IrOCYJapbIHU PYUYKY.



Ho /Jlosropykue 6BLIM YK OsM3K0. OHH yXK
BCJIYIIIMBAJIUCh B CJI0BA IleCapeBHBI U IIOCIIEIIIH-
JI1 OKPYKUTb HMIlepaTopa, «OTBECTH ero OT
OIIACHOM IIEPCOHBI».

B 00JIBIIION IIepeMeTeBCKOM 3ajie COBEPILIeHO
6110 06pyUYeHbe. O6pyyasl apxuepen, U IIPUCYT-
CTBOBaJIU [1Ba apXUMaHApPUTa U MHOTOYHUCJIEH-
HOe JIyXOBeHCTBO. IlepCTHH, KOTOPHIMU 0OpyUa-
auck Hatanbsa boprcoBHa u MBaH AJleKceeBUY,
CTOMJIN: KEHUXO0B — JIBEHA/IlaTh THICAY, a HeBe-
CTUH — II1EeCTh.

Bo Bce BpeMs coBepllleHHsI 00psia HeBecTa
ObLIa criokoiHa. OHa ma)ke 3a0bLIa, UTO, II0 CTa-
PBIM 06BIYasIM, el cIefj0BajIo, XOTS AJI1 BULUMO-
CTH, IUIaKaTh. OHa He IIaKasia. Belukoe cyacThe
pasIMBaIoCh 10 July ee. C 3TUM CUACTbeM IJIS-
Zlejla OHa Ha ’KeHUXa CBOero, a OH... 3a0bIBaJl BCe,
4TO HY>KHO €My JiejlaTh, OH TOJIbKO BUJeJI OfHY
CBOI0 MUJIYIO HeBecTy. becuuciieHHble B30PHI ObI-
JIX yCTpeMJIeHbl Ha HUX, U MHOTO CKPBITOM 3aBU-
CTH, MHOT'O HeJ0OporKeJlaTe/IbCTBa 3aK/I04alIlu B
cebe Te B3oprl. Ho HemMaso OBLJIIO U TaKUX, B KO-
TOPBIX CBETWJIOCHh HCTHUHHOE ydacTue. IJsapmer
HMIIepaTop Ha JIF0OMMIIA CBOETO U eT0 HeBEeCTy U
OyMas: «BOT KaK OHHM CYaCTJIMBBI, CeHMdyac 3TO



BUIHO. ECTh >Ke, 3HAUMUT, Ha CBeTe cyacThe!» U
BCIIOMHUJIOCH €My COOCTBEHHOe 0Opy4YeHUe,
ObIBIlIee TaK HeJJaBHO, HECKOJIBKO THEeN TOMY Ha-
3aj, ¥ IIpeAcTaBHIaCh eMy OTpPOMHAs pasHUIA
MeXXIy 3TUMHU THIMU. HUKOrzla OH He YyBCTBO-
BaJl cebs TaKUM HeC4YaCTHBIM, TAKUM YCTaBIIIHUM.
B mociegHye MHU eMy IIOJIOKHUTEJIBHO He [aBa-
JIA IIPUUTHU B cebd: OT HEro HU Ha I1ar He 0TXO-
oy Asexced I'puropbeBud. CHavasia OH 60sJ1cd,
4TO UMIlepaTop IIOZHUMET «Oypro» II0 IIOBOAY
noctynka Kartrommu. Ho mmmepaTop He ckKasasl
eMy Jlake HU OJHOIO cJIOBa. «O yeM Teleps roBo-
PHUTB, BCe YK CAeIaHO». Jla ¥ IIOHSI JIU OH, YTO
3Hauuja 3Ta BCIBIIIKA €ro HeBecThl! MoskeT
ObITh, He ITOHsUI. C HUM HaYMHAJIO J[ejIaThCs YTO-
TO CTpaHHOe. HOIZMa MBIC/IHM €r0 OCTaHAaBJIMBaA-
JIUCB, CITYyTBIBAJIUCE...

W rocymapblHg HeBecTa, KHsDKHa KaTepuHa
AJlexkceeBHa, IIpUCTAJIbHO CMOTpeJia Ha 6paTta u
Hatassio boprcosHy. Eif To)Ke BCIIOMHUJIOCEH ee
obpyueHbe. OHa TOXKe IIOBTOpsiIa cebe: «Belb
eCThb >Ke cyacTbe! 1 y Hee MOIJIO OBITH TaKOE CYa-
CThe, ¥ OHa MOIJIA TaK IJIAeTh Ha JKeHUXa CBOe-
ro, Kak riaauT Hatanbsa BoprcoBHa, ecu 6 Ke-
HUX 3TOT OBLI TOT, KOTO OHAa JIFOOUT. U I7ie OH Te-



neps? Kyma yciaaau ero? Uto ¢ HHUM chesanu?
Bcex crpammBasia, He 0TBeualT». K Hell Ipu-
CTaBJIeHa CTpa’ka BeJIMKas, KaK 3Beps CTeperyT
ee poxHble. «Hy na 4TO, He yCTeperyH, Tellepb
II03HO!..» — ¢ My4YeHHeM M CTpalllHOM 310601
IyMaJsia oHa. U Bce Iyllje U IIyIlje BCeX OHa HeHa-
BUJleJIa, HO II0YEMY-TO ee HEeHaBUCTh oOpaIlra-
Jlach, IJIaBHBIM 06pasoM, Ha TeX, KTO MaJIOo ObLI
BUHOBEH Ilepel Hero. Teleph OHa HeHaBHfesa
Iake Hatasnbio BOpHCOBHY, CBOIO IIPEKHIOK) IIO-
IPyTy U IPUATeJbHUIly, HEHaBUeJa ee 3a To,
4TO OHA TaK cyacTiuBa. «/la HeLoaro OymeT uUX
cyacTbe, — YyCIIOKauWBajla OHa CBOK 3J100y, —
Hegosro! MeHs IIOrybuiy, a caMu XOTAT OJa-
’KeHCcTBOBaTh! HeT, He maM 9 UM 3TOro. S
HeCyaCTHa, TaK BCe BBl Oy/ieTe HeCYaCTHBI, JIy4-
IIIeTO BBl HE CTOUTE!»

Ho BO Bcell cBoel 3J100e BeJIMKOM, BO BceM
CBOEM MyYeHbH U B ITUX O0€3yMHBIX IJIaHAX Me-
CTH, 0OpalljeHHbIX Ha HEeIIOBUHHBIX, laKe e ca-
MO He IyMaJIOCh, KAKOTO CTPAIITHOTO HeCcyacThs
OyZeT OHa IIPUYUHOM, JI0 Uero JOBeJeT ee 3JI00-
HOe YyBCTBO.

— Muieii Mo, — 1rerntHysia Hatanbsa bopu-
COBHA ’KeHUXY, KOI/ia Iocjie o0py4yeHus OH C Hel



II0J, PYKY BBIXOJ, MJI U3 3aJIbl, U CO BCeX CTOPOH
CTPEMUJINCE TOCTH IIPUHOCUTHL KM CBOH IIO-
3[[paBJIeHUsA, — MUJIBIU MO, 3aUeM >Ke Thl TOBO-
PHJI MHe 0 CTpaltHoM Oyayirem? Pa3Be y HaC Mo-
’KeT OBITH OHO CTpaIHo? [IoCMOTPH, KaK CBETJIO
Bce KpyroM. IlocMoTpH, Kakoe c4yacThbe, Beib U
BO CHe HUKOT/a TaKOro He CHHUJIOCh.

— AX! — TaK ’Xe THUXO0 OTBETHJI el KeHHUX. —
3ayeM THI BCIIOMHHJIA 00 3THX CJI0Bax MOMX, Ha-
Tama? Temepb BOT THI CHOBA Hallyrajga MeHd. S
HU 0 YeM He JyMaJl, a Tellepb BAPYTr MHE Ka’KeT-
Cd, YTO HeJO0JI'0 BCeMY 3TOMY CUAaCTBI HallleMy
IIPOLOJDKAThCSA, I UMEeHHO II0TOMY, UTO OHO TakK
IIOJIHO, TaK BoJINIe6HO. He CcTOI0 s TaKOTO cua-
CThs! PasBe UTO pajil YUCTOTHI AYIIIU TBOEU aH-
reJIbCKOM II0JIy4y S er0, HO 60I0Ch eMy BEPUTh.

—YTo TBI, UTO THI, IIOJHO, OTTOHH OT cebsa
MpayvHble MBIC/IH, He Telleph UM IIpeaBaThCs!

OHU [OPOXOAUIM MHMO UMIIEpPaTopa, KOTO-
PRI UTO-TO TAMHCTBEHHO TOBOPHJI IlecapeBHe
Ennsasete. OH TOBOPIII €M1:

— JIusa, 3aBTpa yTPOM >KAU MeHs, 1 K Tebe
oyny.

— He Oypemns, rocymapb, — OTBedajla eMy
Esnm3aBeTa, — He IyCTAT Tebd KO MHe.



Ho oHa OBICTPO packasijiach, UTO CKasaJjia CJIO-
Ba 3TH. IIpucTasbHO B3IJIIHYB Ha IVIEMIHHUKA,
OHa yBH/leJIa B JIAIle er0 TaKoe My4deHHe, UTO el
cTas10 6eCKOHEYHO ero KaJIKo.

—l'ory6yuKk MOM, — IIpolleITaja OHa, —
MHe Ka’KeTcs, ThI 60JIeH.

— HerT, 1 310poB. OTYero ThHI TaK AyMaelb?

— Jla Begb Ha Tebe JIMITIa HET, THI TakK OJIe/leH,
U y Tebs BHUJ TaKOM CTpaHHBIM. Takoil CTpaH-
HbIM! THI y’)KaCcHO USMEHUJICA! — TBepAUJIa OHa C
BO3pacTaBIINM HCIIYIOM, ¥ BCe IIPUCTAJIbHee B
Hero BIJiibIBasIachk. OHa JaBHO ero He BUJajla U
Tellepb He MOIJIa He IIOPasUTHLCI CTPAIIHOMU IIe-
peMeHe, IIPOUCIIIe/IIIIel B HEM.

— Her, 1 He 60JieH, — Ile4aJbHO CKasajJl OH
CHOBA.

— Taxk uTo ¢ To6011? UTO C TOOOM?

—BoT 4 u mpueny ckasaTb Tebe, 4YTO CO
MHOI0. Tereps pasBe MOXHO? CMOTPH, YK CJIe-
IAT 3a HAMU...

[lupoBaHbe B IIepeMeTeBCKOM [OMe IIPOMOJI-
’Kasocb. C XOp rpeMesia My3bIKa, MHOIO POCKO-
1M, MHOIO GJlecKa pasjMTO OBLIO BCIOLY, BCe
HMeJIO BHEIITHUH B 6€33a00THOTO Becesbs. Ho
HaJi BCeM 3TUM Kak OyATO BHCesa KaKasg-TO yep-



Hag Tyd4a. [IpefuyBcTBHE GJIM3KOI0 TOPSI, YET0-TO
Helo0poro HOCHJIOCH HaJ[ BCeMH, U HHUKTO He
MOI OTOTHAaThb OT ce6sl HEeSICHOM, HO CTPaIIHOH
MBICJIH.

X

a cIefyolllee yTpo, KOIJa ele HUKTO U3

JlOJITOPYKUX He IT0Ka3bIBaJICA BO JBOPEL], MM-
IepaTop BeJieJI 3aJI0’KUTh CaHU U I10eXasl K Iieca-
peBHe EnmsaBere. OHa yKe >kpmasia ero. OHa BU-
Zlejla U3 BUepalllHero ¢ HUM pasroBopa, U3 Toro,
KaK OH CMOTpeJI Ha Hee, YTO Tellepb OH HeIIpe-
MeHHO IipuezieT. OHa BCTpeTHJIa ero CO CBOeH
BCer/laliHe JlacKarolen yIbI0KOM.

— BoT BUpuIlb, 4 31eCh ¢ T0O60X, — I'PYCTHO
CKasaJl OH. — /laBHO COOHpaJICy, [ja He Jal0T MHe
HU MUHYTHI O0T/AbIXa. OJHOTO He OCTaBJIAIOT; Ile-
JIBIA ZIeHb TO TO HY>KHO, TO Apyroe. Beap elile Ko-
I71a, HUKaK OKOJIO MecsdIia, KaK BEpHYJIach Thl U3
cBoero ITOKpOBCKOTO, a BCe »Ke HaM C T060I0 6e3
IIOCTOPOHHHUX IIOTOBOPUTHL He yhaBajochk. Hy,
YTO K, JI¥3a, YTO THI MHe Telleph CKaXkelllb? BoT
g1 U He IIPUCTaI0 K Tebe C MOelo JII000BBI0. BOT 4
HeBeCTy cebe HallleJI, )KEHUThCS COOUparoch! UTo
TBHI MHE CKa’kKeIllb?



OH c HeTepIleHHMEM H TOCKOIO JK[IaJl ee OTBe-
Ta.

OHa mofHsIa Ha HEero CBOH ACHEIe IJIasa.

— UTo X 4 Mory tebe ckasath, [leTpyma?
V2K Tebd I103ipaBuUIa.

— Her, cka)ku MHe, KaK Thl HaXOJHIIL MOM
BBIOOP?

— MW Ha 3TO OIIATH HHUYEro He MOIY CKasaThb
Te6e. CaM BBIOMpAJ, CaM pellnl J1esio, U y Tebs
CBOU pasyM.

— locrmogy! — OTYasTHHO 3a/JIOMHJI PYKH HM-
nepaTtop. — M TBHI TOXKe, TBI TO K€ CaMOe TO0BO-
puis, uro U AHapeinn MBaHprd! OT Bac JBOMX
TOJIBKO M >KZaJI I IIyTHOI'O OTBeTa, M HUYETro BEI
CKasaTh MHe He X0TUTe! PasBe THI HUYEro He BH-
OUINb, pasBe Thl He 3aMevaellb, YTO s1 CaMbIH
HeCYaCTHBIN Telephb YesIoBeK B MUpe?!

— Kak xe Mmory g 4yTo-HUOY[Ab BHUAETH? Bce
BpeMs g He 6bl1a 37iecb. ThI He BUJAJICA CO MHOIO,
TBI COBCEM OT MeHsA oTBepHyJcd. S U3 IIoKpOB-
CKOTO He BbIe3’Kasla... HUYero g He 3Halo...

Ha ciroBa EyisaBeTHI IOHBIH HMIIEPATOP OTBE-
THT:

— Ax, JIu3a! 3Haro s, 3Haw, YTO Thl MO>KeIlb
yIIpeKaTb MeHs, 3HAaK, YTO He IIpaB IIepe] To-



6oro. IIpoctu MeHs, pagu bora! Buauis su! CHa-
yaJjia MHe OBLJIO TaK TSKeJIOo, sI TaK JIIoOMJI Te0s],
Jlusa, a Tl OT MeHs OTBOpauHBalach, HY, H...
cepzuics s Ha Tebs, KoHeuHOo. 1 60JIbHO, 60JILHO
MHe OBLJIIO BHUJIeTh TeOs: IIpU Te6e MHe CTaHOBU-
JIOCB Xy’Ke. A IIOTOM... II0TOM, JIH3a, CO BCeX CTO-
POH MHe IIpo Tebsg AypHOE CTaJl TOBOPUTS,
y6eXxmasy...

— W THI IIOBEpHJI? — IPYCTHO yCMeXHYJIaCh
OHa.

— I[ToBepui, JIusa! — cMyIlleHHBIM TOHOM TH-
X0 oTBeTHI IleTp.

— 51 He cep>XyCh Ha Tebs1, — CKasaJla OHa, II0-
JIOKUB PyKH eMy Ha Iuleud, — bor c To6010,
Bepb, ecyv Xouelllb! CamMa He 3Ha0, YTO AypHOe
Jles1aro, y KakIoro CBOM B3IJISIJ Ha LypHOE WJIU
XOpolllee; MOYKeT, eCThb IZie-HUOyAb U [AypHOe.
3HaM TOJILKO OJHO, roJIy6uuK MoH IleTs, 4To 4a-
CTO 0 Tebe s IUIaKaJsla, YaCTO MHE XOTeJIOCh BU-
IeThb Tebs, IIOTOBOPUTE € TOO0M, U Yero 6osach
s1, TO U CIIy4UI0Ch. HO CKaXku MHe, CKa)kU BCe, He
CKpBIBasg, MOJKeT, Tellepb Ha BCeM CBeTe OJHH
TOJIBKO JIPYT y Tebs U eCTh, 3TO 5.

Kaxk B mmpe)xHMe fajiekye JHU IPUABUHYJL UM-
repaTop 6apxaTHYI0 CKaMeeuKy K Kpeciay Enusa-



BeThbI, OIIYCTUJICA Ha 3Ty CKaMeeuKy U II0JI0 KT
CBOIO YCTaJIyI0 TOJIOBY Ha KOJIEHU KpacaBUIILI Te-
TYIIKH.

— CTpamrHo MHe, JIusa, TSOKeJIo MHe, He JII00-
JIIO SI MO€eM HeBeCThl. HUKOra HUKOTro He JIFOOMII
1, KpoMe Tebs. [IOMHUIIb ThI KHSOKHY MEeHIITUKO-
By? IIoMHUIIIbL ThI, KaK CMOTpesJ 9 Ha Hee? Hy
BOT U Tellepb TO >Ke caMoe. TOYHO TakK Ke IIPOo-
THUBHA MHE CTAaHOBUTCS MOSI HEBECTA...

— T'ocromu! /la 3aueM >Ke THI CHesia el IIpes-
JIO’KeHUe? Belb HHKTO >Ke CHJIOM He 3aCTaBHII
Tebs?!

— He cmioH, a 3aCTaBHIIH.

U oH moapo6GHO pacckasas IjecapeBHE BCe,
4TO C HUM ObUI0. OH He BUHUJ /IOJITOPYKUX, He
BUHWUJI U KHOKHY. OH 10 CHX IIOp OBLI yBepeH,
4TO C UX CTOPOHEI He OBLJI0 HUYETo 3apaHee I10/-
TOTOBJIEHHOT'0, HUKAKOro yMbIcaa. Ho He Tak ny-
MaJia IjecapeBHa. OHa ICHO IIOHSJIA B UeM JIeJI0 U
He MOIJIa y/iepsKaThbCs OT CJIes.

— T'ocmomu! Emte saToro HemocTaBajio, — Hayva-
Jla oHa, ooHuMag Ilerpa. — I'osy6UMK MO, HO
Beb 3TO J1eJI0 HeEBO3MO>KHOe! Thl He MO>KeIllb OT-
IaThCd UM B PYKH, Thl He MOKeIlb IIOTyOUTH Ce-
041. ThI TOJKEH 0TKAa3aThCS OT HEBECTHI.



— Kaxk ato mMo>xHO, JIu3sa! Terreps 3TO coBCEM
HEeBO3MOKHO.

— /Jla oTuero e, 0TYero xe?

U oHa HauaJsia ybe)XaaTh ero.

OH BHHMMAaTeJIbHO CIyllIaJ. MHOIoe eMy CTa-
HOBWJIOCH SICHO, Yero [0 CHUX IIOp He IIOHUMaAaJl
oH. bp1a MUHYTA, KOT[lJa OH PelIruya B cebe, 4TO
TaK ¥ IIOCTYIIUT, KaK coBeTyeT JIr3a: COPOCUT C
ce0s1 9TO HEHABUCTHOE 6peMd, ellle pas II0KaXkeT,
4TO OH CBOOOHBIN YeJI0BEK U UMIIEPATOP.

B BostTHeHHH, 6JIeCTS IJIa3aMH, IIOMTHSLJICS OH.
CHOBa BepHyJIach K HeMY Tellephb CHJja: OH 601po
CTOSJI IIepef IlecapeBHOU. BOT OH CoKaJI KyJIaKU U
CIABHHYJI CBOM TEMHBIE OPOBU.

— Jla, Te1 IpaBa! /la, 1 He MOTy TYOUTH cebsd, g
TaK WU MHa4ye pasBsKyCh C HUMU.

Ho, BuAHO, Telleph y>X BCSIKOE BOJIHEHUE
BpeIHO Ha HEro IeMCTBOBAJIO; BULHO, B HEM IIPO-
Oyauiach He CHJIa, a TOJIBKO II0CJIe/IHee I101001e
CUJIBI U 3HEPTruY, OH IIOLIATHYJICI U IIOMKMO
CBOEM BOJIM OUYTHJICSI CHOBA Ha KOJIEHAX IIeper
Esri3aBeTOR.

— Borke Mmoii! UTo ¢ To6010?

—TT'otoBa kpyskurcd, Jlusa! Terepb YacTo
Kpy>KuTcd. IIJI0X0 MHe YTO-TO B IIOC/IE[HEe Bpe-



MsL...

OHa cxBaTHJIa €ro 3a PyKHU: pyKH, KaK JIe[, X0-
JIOJHBIe, JIULIO0 O6JIefHOe.

Jlo6poe cepAlle IecapeBHBI CXKaJIOCh OOJIBIO.
«ITory6miy, moryouaIu Moero Majab4yuKal» — Iy-
MaJjia OHa.

— 3Hael1s, JIu3a, HUHOTZA BeCh JIeHb OPOXKY 4,
KaK II1aJIbHOM COBCEM, IIPOCTO PasyM y MeHs MY-
TUTCY, HUYEro He IIOHUMal, II0 HOUaM TpsceT
Jxopazgka. IJoToM Bce IIpoieT, ¥ HEeCKOJBKO
OHeN OIATh HHUYero, HO Telepb... Tellepb MHe
BCe XyJKe U XyKe.

— Tak 3aueM THI He JIeUHIbCd? S ceifyac IIO-
ey K Auzipero llBaHOBUYY...

— AX, ocTaBb, He e3mgu! UTO OHU MOTYT MHe
cmesnartb?! Thl moMHUING, JIM3a, Kak yMupasa
CecTpHIla, OHa TOrJa TOBOpHMJA, Ilepel caMOM
CBOEH CMepThI0 TOBOPUJIA, UTO CKOpO s 6yAy C
Helo, K Hel OTIIPaBJIIOCh. 3Haelllb, s CJBIIIAJ,
4TO0 y TeX, KTO YMHpaeT, ObIBaeT TaKoe IIPOCBeT-
JIeHUe, MHOT'0€ OHU BUIAT U IIOHUMAIOT U3 TOTO,
YTO HUKOMY HaM HesICHO. f eIlle Buepa BOT [0JIIO
06 3TOM JyMaJl, BCI0 HOUb CerojHs1 TOXKe IIPOJY-
MaJl, He CIIaJIoCh MHe. § ¥ IIpHrexas cKkas3aTh Tebe
3TO, JIu3a, UTO CKOPO MeHs He OYJeT...



OHa XOoTesla YTeIIUTH ero, HO CJI0B He HaXo-
nuia. EX caMoM Tellepb Kas3aJIoCh, UTO OH HeIIpe-
MEeHHO yMpeT CKopo. /la U pasBe MOYXHO OBLIO
BBIHECTHU TO, UTO OH BhIHec? Ellle HY>KHO YIUB-
JIATBCS, KaK [0 CUX II0p CHJI XBaTaso. Ho HeT Xe,
BeJIb 9TOr'0 HeJIb3s JOIIYCTUTD, OH TaK MOJIOJ, €T0
JKU3Hb ellle He Havasjlachb II0YTH, pasBe MOXKHO
eMy ymupaTb? Elfe ecTb BO3MOYXHOCTBH CIIaCTH
ero, y Hero Takas 3opoBas npupoza. Teriepb 651
eMy OT/IOXHYTb, [10eXaThb B Uy>KHe CTPaHBbI, K TeM
BOJlaM IlesIeOHBIM, TZe 6aTrollKa jeuncs. Ileca-
peBHa XO0pOIIIo IIOMHUJIA, KaK OUH pas ee BeJId-
KWW poauTesb yexasa B Clia coBceM 60JILHOM, CO-
BCeM U3MYYeHHBIN, a BEPHYJICA CUJILHBIM U 60/-
PBIM.

— ExaTp Tebe II0JIeUUTHCA B Uy)KHe CTpa-
HBI! — I'POMKO BhIpasuiia OHa UMIIepaTOpy CBOIO
MBICJIb.

OH MaxHYJ PYKOU.

— A passe BBHIYCTAT? CKaKyT, YTO HeJIb3s
HUKaK, 4TO TOCYAAapCTBO OT 3TOIO CTPajgaTh Oy-
Iet. [la u 3aueM? Hukyza Terepb He TIHET MeHd,
Jlusa, ¥ >)KU3Hb MHe YK Hazoesa. IIpaBo, yMe-
peTh Jydllle, 4eM TaK >XUTb, KaK J>XUBY 4.
[Ipesxzne, HeJJaBHO ellle, MHOTO OBLJIIO PajloCTew,



BCe MeHs 3a0aBJIsLJIO, BCe MEHSI BeCEJIHJIO: KaxXK-
IyI0 CBOI0 OXOTHUYBIO CO0AKy JIFOOMII g, KaKaas
U3 HUX MHe [0CTaBJIsjIa YA0BOJIbCTBUe. IITHITY
3aCTpeJIro, 3Bepsl 3aTPaBJII0 — He 3HAI0 Kyna Jie-
BaThCA OT PajoCTH, a Tellepb BOT He BJeUeT U
oxoTa. YUTo >k MHe >KUTh-TO, JIn3a! Koro 10610
s, TOT MeHs He JIIOOUT: KOro He JII06JI0, TOT BCe-
rza, Co MHOK. BOT TBI roBopmjia 0TKa3aThCsa OT
HeBeCTH; IoOAyMaJI 1 ceruyac, UYTO MO>KHO 3TO Ce-
JIaTh, a Telephb BIDKY, UTO He XBaTHUT Y MeHd Ha
TO CHJIBL /la ¥ UTO 7K IIOTOM, XOTh OBI Jla’ke yIILIa
U 3Ta HeBecTa? OIATH Belb IIPUET aApyrasd. Beap
BCe KpHYaT, BCe TOJIbKO TO U TBEPHAT B YIIIH, UTO
IOJDKEH g HellpeMeHHO KeHUThLCA. Hy, Tof IIpoii-
IleT, IPyroi, Belb BCe PaBHO >KeHa OyJeT, a Ije
JKe s Haujy HeBecTy cebe 110 ceppuy? Kakas
IIpUHIlecca IJIeHUT MeHd? JIusa, IToiMu, Mos 30-
JIOTasi, YTO HUKOTO He JIIOOJII0 1, HUKOTO He MOTY
JIIOOHUTB.

— IlosHO, IleTpyIlla, He TeM ThI Tellepb ObLI
3aHAT. 1 MBICSIH, U UyBCTBa y Tebsd II0 TBOEMY
BO3pacTy, a BOT IIPOUJET TOf, SPYIOM, X HeIIpe-
MEHHO KOT0-HHOYIb ITOJIF0OUIE. Bellb UesloBeK
THI TOXKE, a C YeJIOBEKOM TaK BCer/ia ObIBaeT.

HiMmIiepaTop IevajbHO YIbIOHYJICS.



— BoT TO-TO, JIM3a, UTO MaJI0 Thl MEHS 3Ha-
elb. He ObLI 1 YeJI0BEKOM, Jla HUKOIZIAa U He 0Y-
Iy: OBLI SI MaJIbIM PebeHKOM, a IIOTOM IIPSIMO CTa-
pukoM cpesasica. Hy, IOCMOTpPU Ha MeHS XOpPO-
IIeHbKO — pasBe He CTapHK i Telnepb? Kak ecTb
CTapUK CTapbli, pacciabyieHHbIN. 1 3Haells JIy,
KakK y CTapUKOB BCe CBeTJIOE, BCe XOpOoIllee ajie-
KO 1103331 OCTaJIOCh, ¥ )KUBYT OHU TOJILKO 0 HEM
BCIIOMHHAas, TaK U Y MeHs: BCe, YTO MUIJIO U OPO-
ro — JaJjieko. /lajieko Hallle BpeMs 30JI0TO€, II0M-
HUIIIb, I1eTepropCcKoe BpeMs, TajeKO CecTpHUIla
Haraima... a ¥ ThI fajsieko. Thl Tellepsb I MeHs
VoK He IIpeKHSAA. 3Haelllb JIM, KaK s JII0MII Tebs,
JInza? 3Haellb JIM, YTO KaXKAYI0 MUHYTOUKY Ma-
Jyto 06 ogHOM Tebe TONMBKO Aymasn? W g >Kaad,
4TO U THl MeHs IIOJIF0OUIIb, >KAaJI, 4YTO ThI OY-
Ielllb MOe JKeHOI0, YTO MBI BCHO )KU3HB ITPOXKU-
BeM BMeCTe, BOT ObLJIM MOU MeUTaHUs, BOT ObLIO
OBl MO€ CUaCThbe — ThI €r0 He 3aX0TeJIa.

EsinsaBeTa MoJya 1rakasia.

— Ho T®I He gymay, — npopgospkaa Ilerp, —
He Aymawy, JIusa, uyTo Tellepb g He JIHOOJI0 Tebd;
TaK ke JIFOOJII0, KaK IIPeXKIe, MOXKeT, ellle 00JIb-
11e Jr00JII0, TOJIBKO VoK 0e3 BCAKOM pajsocTy, 6es
BCSIKOU HaeXIbI!



He Moriia 1ecapeBHa ero 60Jibllle CJIyILIATh,
He MOTJIa CMOTPeTh Ha Hero. Cep/iie ee pasphlBa-
JI0Ch. KpyroM mIpuUaBOpHEIE NaBHO Y>Ke TOBOPU-
JIY, YTO OHAa XO0JIO/IHAs, YeCTOII00MBas [eBYIIIKa,
3aBJIeKaeT ero, >KesjaeT 3a0paTb B PYKHU U JKe-
HUTb Ha cebe, YTOOBI CTATh UMIIEPATPHUIIEH.

Hu ogHOU MUHYTHI OHa 3TOTO He AyMaJjia, HO
JIr00MJIa MMIlepaTopa HeJUIleMepHO, KaK MUJIO-
ro MJajiero 6para, A BOT Tellepb TaK II€PBbIA
pas B XHW3HU mopyMasia: «boke MOM, Kakas >Ka-
JocTs! HeT cmi BhIHecTU. Hy’>KHO CIIacTH ero,
HY>KHO eMy C06010 I107KepTBOBaTh».

— Caymait, Ilets, — BAPYTr B3BOJHOBAHHBLIM
roJI0COM obpaTmach OHAa K HeMY, KPEIIKO CKH-
Mas ero pyKU, — eCJId IIpaBJia, UTO Thl TaK MeHsd
JIXOOUIIIB, eC/IU IIPaB/a, 4YTo 9 MOTY CZeJaTh Tebs
CYaCTJIMBBIM, CJIyIIAa¥ — s COIJIacHa. 5l Ha Bce Co-
riacHa. Sl 6yny TBoeM >KeHoro, OyAy, XOTb 3TO
IPOTUBHO HAallled pesIuTuy, 6yay, XO0Th OB 3a 3TO
Ha MeHs IIOCBhIIAJIMCh KaMHHU. ToJIBKO, MHJIBIH,
yJIBIOHUCH MHe, TOJIBKO B Ce0s IIPUAN: 0TOPOCH,
IIPOTOHU OT Cebs BCEX 3TUX HEroJHBIX JIHOZEH,
KOTOpBIe HIIyT TBOEH IOTHOeH, TOJIbKO KUBH,
rosyouuK!..

HWwmmepaTop e Ha Hee OCTaHOBUBIIUMU-



Cd IJla3aMU U BIAPYT 3apblfiajl MyYUTEIbLHO, KU-
HYJICS K HEU Ha IIIel0, KPEIIKo ee 00HSI U CIIpS-
TaJ CBOK TOJIOBY Ha TIpyau ee. JOJro He MOT
IIPUUTH OH B Ccebs, J0JIr0 He MOT IIPOU3HECTH HU
cioBa. Ho BOT peifjaHUud ero IpeKpaTUINCh, OH
TIIOLHSLI TOJIOBY U IIPUCTAJIbHO B3IJIIHYJI B JIUIIO
IrecapeBHBbI. I10 — IIpe)KHeMY UyIHO IIpeKpacHO
CMOTPeJIO Ha Hero JIUIIo 3T0. HemmogmenbHoe, HC-
KpeHHee 4YyBCTBO, TEIJIOE y4aCTHe CBETUJIOCH B
HeM.

— 3a 9TH CJI0Ba, foporasd JIusa, 61arogapro Te-
0s1. JIramm OeccOBeCTHBIE JIFOAY, BCe JITalH —
OJUH 4 IIpaB ObLI, 3Has TebOs, 3Has TBOe CepALie
3ostotoe. Elfe pas IIpoIlly IpOCTUTHL MeHd 3a TO,
4To 1 OBLI TaK IJIYIL, CMeJI Ha Tebs cepauThes. Ho
caymiay, Jusa! Eciii 6 Temeph ThHI Ha KOJIEHAX
CTajsIa YMOJIATh MeHsS O TOM, O YeM CTOJIbKO pas
IpOCHUJI 51 Tebs1, ecyiu 6 cefiyac crajia MHe KJISICTh-
cs1 borom, UTO JIIOOHUIIL MeHS TaK, Kak s BCerga
X0TeJI, UYT00 ThI MeHs JIoOiIa, Bce ke, JI13a, U3
3TOr0 HHUero 6bI He MOIJIO BRIMTH. O, Kak g Tebs
noHuMarw! O, kakas Tl fob6pas! Tebe MeHs rKaJl-
KO, ¥ BOT ThI XO4Yelllb MHE I105KepTBOBaTh CO00I0.
Ho, JIusa, 1 He IPHHUMAK TaKOH >XepPTBEL S
TOJIbKO GJiarofapro Tebs 3a Hee, HO He IIPHUHU-



Maro, He MOT'Y IPUHSTh. Sl IOHSJI, YTO HeJIb351 Te-
0e JIIOOUTH MeHS, S JUIsI TeOsI MaJIbUUK, S IS Te-
651 6paT MasleHbKHUH. IIpeskie He IOHHUMaJI 3TO-
ro — Tellepb HOHUMAIO.

[TecapeBHA KpemnKo 0OHsLIA €ro.

— Tak 4To X MHe JiejIaTh, YT0O Tebs YCIIOKO-
UTH? CKa’KU TOJILKO, BCe MCIIOJIHI0. XOUeIllb, U
He 0TOMUAY OT Tebg? S 6yLy TBOUM JIYUIIUM JPY-
rom!!

— /Jla, Xopoiio 6Bl 9TO OBLIO, — IIPOIIEIITaa
OH, — HO MeHs OT TebI OTHUMYT.

— CTBIIUCH, — BIPYT 3arOBOPWJIA OHa, AyMad,
UTO eCTh eIlle CPe/ICTBO BO3OYAUTH B HEM 3IHEP-
TUI0, — CTBIIUCH OBITH TAKUM MAaJIOLYIIHBIM. ThI
ObLT MeHbIIIe, Thl OBLJI COBCEM PeOEHKOM, U Y Te-
651 XBaTHJIO CHJIbI YHUUYTO>KUTH HEHaBUCTHBIX
MeHIIIMKOBBIX, Pa3dUTh BpakecKHe KOBBI, pac-
nyTaTh cebe pyku. Telepb, Telepb THI CTApIIIE,
IO/DKeH OBITh CHJIbHEee: KHU3Hb Tebs II0y4YMIIa,
BU/JIeJI ThI JIFOJIel, MOT y3HaTh UX. UTO K, HeyxKe-
JIX Thl CUYUTAEIlb CBOMMH APY3bsIMH /lOJITOPY-
kux? Emte MBaH, MOKeT OBITH, TeOs JIOOUT, HO
Te, OCTayIbHEIE... [[oflyMail XOpOIlleHbKO, TOMMU
HaKOHeIl... IT0 00MaHIIUKH, IUTyThl. BUIHO, He
3HaeIllb ThI, YTO OHU JesatoT. OHU Ka3Hy rpabsaT



U TBOPSAT BCIKYIO HellpaBAay. Ha HUX Bech Hapof
skaisyercd. IX Bce HeHaBUAAT. OHU TO Ke, YTO
JaHUIBIY... XyXKe, TOT, II0 KpPauHOCTH, [ieJsIaJl Jie-
JIO, TOJIOBA OBLIa 30JI0Tas, a 3TU HUYEero, Kpome
3J1a, He JIeJIakoT...

— Hy, TBI ceppuTa Ha HUX! MOXKeT OBITH, ThI
HecIIpaBe[JINBa, He TaK Y>K OHU NYPHBI, — CMY-
IeHHo 3aMeTuI IleTp.

— UTo X, OKOJIIOBATX OHU Tebs, UTO JIH?
BCIIOMHH BCe XOpPOIIEHBLKO, BCIIOMHH BCe€ 3TH
OXOTBHI; BeJlb IIpesK/ie II0OCTOSHHO 5 TaM TO>Ke ObI-
BaJIa C BaMH, BeJab s Bce BHjesia! PasBe Buepa,
YTO JIM, HAUaJIOCh 3TO [IeJI0 C KHsDKHOU KaTepu-
HoU? Pa3Be Ajiekceill I'pUTropreBUU He BCAYECKH
cTapaJicsl ee BBICTABJISITh Ha Iy1a3a Tebe?!

— AX, MOXXeT OBITh, 3TO U IIpaBJa, — OTYasIH-
HO IIporoBopui IleTp, — a TOJIBLKO 3HAEIIb, YTO
s CKaky Tebe! BOT ceifuac CHUI0 MUHYTY, g BCe SIC-
HO BIWKY, 51 BCe IIOHUMarw. B3onwiu 6Bl OHU Te-
Iephb Coja U IocMoTpesia 6B ThI, KaK 1 UX OBl
BCTPeTHJI... a 4yepe3 4yac Oy/eT COBCEM [IPYroe.
Mo>keT 6BITh, TOUHO, OHU MeHS OKOJIZJ0OBAIU — ¥
MeHd Tellepb HUKaKOM HeT CHJIbI, HUKaKOM HeT
BOJIY, 1 Tellepb He 3HAI, 4TO CO MHOK. BHIHO,
MHOT0 YCITeJI HarpeluTh 1, YTO bor MeHs Tak Ha-



Kas3bIBaeT.

Ha rysiazax M3yMJIEHHOM M HCIIyTaHHOM Iieca-
pPeBHBI B HMIlepaTope IIPOM30IIIa IlepeMeHa.
HenaBHO elje OT BOJIHEHHUS €ro II[eKH pasrope-
JIUCh, HO Tellepb IOKpbLIIA UX CMepTHas OJief-
HOCTb, BOT OH 3a/p0>KaJl U UCITyTAHHO OCMOTpeJI-
Cs1 BO BCe CTOPOHBL.

— A, MOKeT OBbITh, HAaC IIOJICAYIIAIN? MOXKeT,
3flech Ife-HUOyAb Asiekceil I'puropbeBuu? Ilo-
CMOTPH, JIu3a, IoKaayucTa, oAU K ABEPSIM, IIO0-
CJIyIllai, IocayIan!..

— l'ory64MK MO, 4TO, YTO C T06010? THI, IIpa-
BO, 60JIeH, THI OpeuIIb!

— Her, g He OpexXy, JIusa, He 6pexxy. S 3HaI,
YTO HHU OJHO MO€ CJI0BO, UTO HU OTHA MOSI MBICJIb
He IIPOXOJAT TaK, BCe OHU 3HAIOT. Kak, oTKyzga —
He IIOHUMalo, JIusa, ecsd Tebsg OYAyT CIIpAIIIM-
BaTh, 0 YeM MBI TOBOPHJIH, IT0KaJIYyHCTa, YTO-HU-
O0yab BeIgyMam!..

[TecapeBHa /10 TOrO HCIIyrajach 3THUX CTPaH-
HBIX, 6€3yMHBIX peudell, YTO JAyMaja KJIUKHYTb
KOTro-HUOYAb, IIOCTAaTh IIOCKOPEeX 3a JOKTOPOM.
OHa He 3HaJIa, UTO e JejaTh, MeTaJach II0 KOM-
HarTe.

— IleTeuka, aHres Mo! I103BOJIB S IIOIILJIIO 3a



CBOMM JIOKTOPOM, OH JacT Tebe KaKOro-HUOYIb
JIeKapCTBa.

— AX, 4TO TbI, YTO Thl! — HUCIIyTaHHO GPOCHI-
Cs OH 3a HEI0 U He IIyCKaJ ee OT cebsd. — YTOo ThI,
KaK MO’KHO JokTopa! Kakoe jiekapCTBO OH JacT
MHe? BOH U TaK IIpUHEC/JIU MHe HaMeJHU JeKap-
CTBO, s CKa3aJl, YTO BBIIIMJI, a CAM TUXOHBKO BBI-
JIMI ero. 3Haelllb, Jlusa, s TebGe IIPU3HAIOCH,
TOJILKO pazu bora He TOBOpH HUKOMY 00 3TOM:
3Haelllb, 1 KaXKIbIK pa3 3a 06e7oM 06010Ch, UTO
MeHd 0TpaBAT.

— /Jla KTO Te6s1 OoTpaBUTHL MOXKeT? KoMy 3TO
HY’KHO?

— He 3Ha1 KTO, TOJIBLKO pa3Be 3TO He ObIBa-
eT?! Jla, MOXKeT OBITh, YK U Tellepb BO MHE OTpa-
Ba, OTUero s1 Tak 6oJjieH, JI3a, oTUEro Ha MEHS
HaxXOIUT TaKas CJ1aboCTh?

IlecapeBHa BU7eJa, UTO OH, JNEUCTBUTEJBLHO,
OopemuT. OHa AOTPOHYJIACh /10 TOJIOBBI €r0 — TO-
JIOBA ropsgyas, caM JIPO>KUT BeCh.

— Ilociymiay, mmoemeM, I103BOJIb, I LOBE3Y Te-
6s. 5 TIpoBOXKY Teb6s1, Tebe HAZ0 JleYb B IIOCTEJIb,
OTIOXHYTE. ThI, BEpHO, IIPOCTYAUJICH. ..

— HerT, uTO THI, UTO THI! He e311 CO MHOIO, Te-
6e Belb Cles1aloT 3a 3TO HEIIPUATHOCTD.



Ho oH yX Tak ocyabeJs1, 4YTO el HETPYAHO OBblI-
JIO OT Hero BBIpBaThbCsa. OHa IpHKasaja CKopee
IaBaTh cebe 0[leBaThCAd W IIOYTH CHUJIOI yBesJa
ero.

Bo gBopiie JoJITOpyKHe y>Ke JaBHO TPEBOXKHU-
JIMCH, He 3Hasd, KyZla OH BbleXaJI: BCIOJY II0OCJIaIHl
pasBeJbIBaTEh.

Asexceii I'puropreBUY CHJIBHO IIOKOCHUJICT HA
IjecapeBHy, HO, B3IJITHYB Ha MMIIepaTopa, Iepe-
nyrascsa. IleTpa pasgenn U yaoKUIH. Co3BaId
JOKTOPOB: Te BCe IIPUITHCAJIH IIPOCTY/Ie.

Xl

Ha Ipyrou meHb IleTpy craso jydire. IIpocTy-
Jia IIpOoIIjIa, HO OCTaJIach IIPeXKHASI C1ab0CTh,

IIpe>kKHHe YHBIHKWE M anaTus. EjimsaBeTa B036Y-
IWIa B HEM IIOC/IeTHIOI BCIIBIIIKY 3HEPTHH, U
OH OBLI IIpaB, TOBOPSI €M, UTO IIOJIO’KEHHE €ero
6e3HaIe’KHO, YTO HUKAaKasi CHJIa TeIleph He CIIa-
CeT ero, He BBHIPBET M3 BJaCTH /loJTOPYKUX. [a 1
Kak eMy O0bLIO BEIpBaThCa? OH He pa3 cpaBHUBAJ
CBOe TeIlepelllHee TIOJIOKEHUE C BPEMEHEM,
IIPE/IITIIECTBOBABIITMM HU3BEPIKEHUI0O MEHIITHKO-
BBIX. Torjia 6BLIO IPYTOE J1eJI0, TOTZa MOT OH IIO-
CTYIIUTH 3Hepruyecku. OH BOCCTaBaJI 32 CBOH 3a-



KOHHBIEe IIpaBa, BOCCTaBaJl IIPOTUB YeJIOBeKa,
caMbIM HE3aKOHHBIM 00pasoM IIOXWUTHUBIIIETO
BJIaCTh ¥ BO 3JI0 ee yIOoTpeOaBIero. ToT yeJo-
BeK JleprKasl ero B pyKaX, OCKOPOJISLI ero, CTec-
HSUI BCIYeCKH, 3/I06CTBOBaJ U THUPaHCTBOBAJ
HaJ BceMU. Takoro yeyioBeKa J0/DKHO OBLIO y7a-
JIUTh U VHUUYTOXUTL. Tellepb He TO, HOBasgd PO/JI-
H{, «KOMIIaHbs», KaK Ha3bIBaJIHu Torza /loJropy-
KUX, He CTeCHsJIa CBOOOJBI UMIIepaTopa, HAIIPo-
TUB, BCAYECKH eMy Yroskjajia, HCIIOJIHSAIa Ma-
JIeHIIIee ero >KeJlaHHe, TOJIbKO U AyMaJia, KaK Obl
3abaByATh ero. KOHeEUHO, BeJUKOe CTeCHeHHe
ero BOJIM ObLIa IIOMOJIBKA C KHsDKHOM KaTepwu-
HOMU, HO Be[lb CaM OH coryacuicd. HUKTO He IIpu-
Hy)XX[aJ ero cjJ0BaMH M yrposaMu, caM OH BO
BCeM BHHOBAT, BUHOBATa ero 6ecxapakTepHOCTb.
«Ho Benp mpaBa JIusa, — 6e3Hafie’KHO AyMall
O6egHBI HMIIEPATOpP, — YTO OHU BCE 3TO IIOJ-
CTPOMJIM HApPOUYHO, 3apaHee BCe IIOATOTOBUJIU.
Kaxk xe cmesii oHu! Kakad ke HeBecTa MHe /[0JI-
ropykasg? OHa MeHd cTapllle, OHa MHe He Hpa-
BUTCd. Ho Begb caM 1 BUHOBAT, 3a4eM TOTA JKe,
ceriuac He OTKasaJicd. I'te O6bLI MOM paccygok?
I'me 6bly1a MOS1 BOJIA? A Telleph II03HO, II03HO!»
XBaTHJIO ellfe pas y Hero CHUJIbl BEIPBAaThCI U3-



1107, HEYCBIITHOTO HaZ3opa Ajiekcesd I'pUTOpLEBH-
Ya U Che3QUTh TalHO K OcTepMaHy, HO BCe HU-
4ero He BBIIILIO U3 9TOM IIOEe3IKH.

Aunpeni IBaHOBUY, KOHEUHO, MOI' TOBOPUTH
TaK ’ke ybefuTesIbHO, KaK U EjinsaBeTa, MOXeT
OBITBH, ellle yOeAuTeJbHee, HO TOBOPUTH OH Te-
1eps 60s71cs1. OH XOPOIIIO IIOHUMAJL, YTO BPSAJ JIU
yAacTcd eMy I1I060poTh /I0JITOPYKUX, IIOKYZa JKUB
umieparop. KoHeuHo, MO>XHO HacCTPOUTL IOHO-
1Ty, HO HEeJIb3s IIOPYYHUTHCSA 3a IPOJOJDKUTE/Ib-
HOCTb TaKOro HacTpoeHusd. CerofHs oH Oy/ieT I10-
CTyIIaTh II0 coBeTaM OcTepMaHa, a 3aBTpa /JoJI-
TOpyKHe OIATH BO3bLMYT CBO€ H JIETKO BBIIIBLITA-
I0T, KTO 3aMBIIUIsAeT UX THOesIb, U B OJUH [[€Hb
1ory6sar camoro OcrtepMaHa. A OH 60JIbIlle, YeM
KOIZ[a-I1060, JO/DKEH CHUIeTh KPeIKo U He II0/ia-
BaThb rosioca. YyBCTBYeT OH, UTO CKOPO BCe IIepe-
MeHUTCI. He HamoJ/Iro TOPKeCTBYIOT /[[0JITOPY-
KHe: IIyCTh II0BeJINYaloTCs, IIyCTh 1100aXBaIgTCH.
KoHeYHO, TOHKO H OCTOPOXKHO HY>KHO pasppa-
’KaThb IIPOTHUB HHUX HUMIIEpaTopa, ¥ €CJIH OH >KUB
OCTaHeTCsd, TO, MOJKET, 4yepe3 Iof, APYroM caM
CTPSIXHET C ce0s1 UX UI0, pacKaeTcs B CBOEH Ke-
HUTBHOE, JaJIeKO pasoluIeT POJAHI0 CBOI0 He3BaH-
HYI0, ITapHUIly B MOHACTBIPL 3aTOYUT. EC/IN JKe He



BBIIEP’KUT, €CJIH yMpeT CKOPO, TOIZA BCe KOH-
uyuTCcd caMo cob6oro. Yto Torma OymeT, 0 TOM
OcTtepMaH aymaeT HellpecTaHHO. OH y>K pelu,
KaKyI0 poJIb eMy B TaKOM CJIydyae UrpaThb Hazo0-
HO. Yallle 1 4alle CTaHOBITCS ero I1ucbMa B MH-
TaBy, reprorviHe AHHe MIBaHOBHe U BUpOHY. /IbI-
1IaT 3TU IIMCbMa UCKpPeHHeU Ipy KO0 U IIouTe-
HUeM. BepHBIM U HeU3MeHHBIM paboM ITO/IIHCHI-
BaeTcs OH IepIiOTHHEe, BePHBIM ¥ HEHU3MEHHBIM
IPYyroM IIOAIIHCBIBAaeTCA bUPOHY.

U B pasroBope ¢ UMIIEpaTOPOM TOJILKO B3/IbI-
Xan AHfpel MBaHOBHUY, C060J1€3HOBAJ, COBETO-
BaJl 3aHATHCA CO00X0, II0JIEUUTHCS, BECTH JKU3Hb
6oJiee peryJsspHy0; HO IIpo /lOJITOPYKUX He CKa-
3aJ1 HY OJJHOTO AYPHOIO CJIOBA.

He cropua oH U c repriorom ge — JIupus, Ko-
TOPBIM YyBepsI €ro, 4YTo rOCyJapb HaYHHaeT
CTPSIXUBATH C Cebs UTO.

Korza KTO-HUOYAL C y>KacoM OOBSABIIAN AH-
Ipero IBaHOBHUUY, UTO /lOJITOPYKHE YK HAYUHA-
I0T JIeJIUTh MeXKIy COO0X0 BBICIIHE TOJDKHOCTH:
Ajlexceli-ie Xo4yeT OBITH T'eHEpPaIWCCUMYCOM,
IIepBBIM MUHHUCTPOM, IBaH — BeJIMKUM aIMHPa-
JoM, Bacuiuii JIyKUY — BeJIMKUM KaHI|JIEPOM,
Ceprei /l0JITOPYKHUM — 06ep — IIITaJIMeNCTepoM,



OH CIIOKOMHO 0TBeYaJI Ha 3TO:

— UT0 X, KOHEYHO, B IIOPSiKe Belllel JKeslaTh
UM cebe IIOYecTel; Tellepb Belb OJIM3KOM POJ-
Hel IoCyJaplo [esalTcsd, KOHeUHO, UM IIepBoe
MecToO.

W Bce yxomuau OT Hero, IIOHMMasd, YTO C Ta-
KHUM OCTOPO>KHBIM U HHUYEro He BBIJAIOIIHM Ye-
JIOBEKOM JIyUdllle W He pasroBapuBaTh. MOXXHO
TOJIBKO 3aBHU0BaTh €r0 pasyMy M CTapaThbCsd -
TH I10 CTOIIaM ero.

Ho uto 651 HU roBopmJ AHaped HBaHOBUUY,
BCeM OBLJIO SICHO, UTO eCJIM Ja’ke IocyZapb U He
CTpAXUBaeT C cebs1 Wra, TO, BO BCIKOM CJIydae,
O4YeHb XO0JIOJHO OTHOCHUTCI K CBoel HeBecTe. «H1
OHa [I0BOJIbHA 3THUM, HaBepHoe. OHa HEOXOTHO
IIpUHKUMaJjia Obl HEeXXHOCTH >KeHHXa: Belb He
ycIiesia elte 3a06bITh CBOEro MUJIOro, Tpada Mu-
JiesuMo». Tak 0OBIKHOBEHHO KOHYAaJIUCh BCe IIO-
IoOHBIe pasroBOpPHL. U IIOHeBoJIe IIPUXOAUIOCH
y6eXKnaTbCsd, 4YTO CHUJIBHO 3aKOoJ[0BaJH Ilapsd
JloJITOpyKHMe, eciy OH IIOCJIe M3BECTHOU CIIeHE,
YCTPOEHHOM HeBeCTOM, OT Hee He 0TKa3aJICs.

KuspkHa KaTepuHa, [eHCTBUTeNIbHO, Oblia
O4YeHb JI0BOJIbHA KEHUXOM CBOUM: eCJIU OBl OH
OTHOCWICS K Hell WHaye, eCJu OBl IIOCTOSTHHO



TpeboBaJl ee HEXXHOCTH M JIaCK, OHA, MOXeT
OBITH, U He BhIZiepyKasia Obl. Telrephb JKe el IIpefio-
cTaBJIeHa IToJ1HasA cBo6ozga. Ho Kyza feBaTh ee?!
BosibHOe, H3My4YeHHOe 310001 U TOCKOIO Cepzlie
JKaHO IIPOCUT KaKOM-HUOY/b J)KU3HHU, XOTh B 0Y-
pe, XOTh B Ipo3e CTPAIITHOM rOTOBA HANUTH KU3Hb
3Ty. Ho II0Ka HeT HU I'PO3bl, HU OYpH — II0JIHOE,
TsDKeJIoe 3aTHlllbe. 1 BOT Bce JHU KpacaBHUIIbI
KHSDKHBI IIPOXOJAT B 6e3yMHBIX I'pe3ax. Muarcs,
HeCyTCsI 9TH Ipesbl B JJaJIb HEU3BECTHYIO, B Ty
JaJIb 3aKOJIZOBAHHYIO, Ky/la YBJIEKJIH OT Hee ee
MuI0ro. MHOIZIa KakeTcd el BOSMOYKHO [TOOBITh
cebe 3eJIbs, UTO IIOMOTaeT IIPeo/iojIeBaTh BCAKHUE
Iperpajbl. BoT 4ygUTCA e, YTO OHa Y>K 06J1ajia-
eT CBepXbeCTeCTBEHHOM CHJIOM, UTO Tellepb He
IJI1 Hee CO3JaHbl HEYMOJIMMBIE 3aKOHBI IIPO-
CTpaHCTBA M BpeMeHU. MUI OJUH, U pasOUTHI
3eMHble Iernu! MInyT ee, HINyT, ¥ He HaXOMIAT.
OHa fajieko, Ipe? — He 3HAaeT: TaM, I/l ee BO3-
JIr00JIeHHBIW. OHa C HUM, U JIETIT OHU 3a TPHUJe-
BATH 3eMeJib, B TPUJeCATOe I1apCTBO, B I1apCTBO
BeCHBI BeYHOH, Ojraroyxarlleii, B I1apCTBO Bey-
HOrO CBeTa M PajoCTH, U TaM HOBasg, 4ygHas
JKU3Hb HAUWHAETCH...

Y cTpalllHo, CTpAIIHO KHSDKHE 0TOPBAThCS OT



rpes 3THUX, 3aMeHUTH HUX IIeYaJbHOU IelCTBU-
TeJIbHOCThI0. HeT TOro BOJIIIEGHOIO 3esIbs BCe-
MOTyII[ero, 6ecCHIbHa OHa, KaK MaJIblii pe6eHOK,
B KpeIIKyI0 TIOPbMY 3aMypOBJIeHa, He BBIObeTCsA
U3 TIOPbMBI 3TOH.

ITpoHOCATCA ApyrHe rpessl: AyMaeT OHA O TOM,
4uTo KJeT ee B GJIM3KOM OyayIeM. BoT coBepIu-
JIOCh ee BeHUaHHe. BoT oHa IjapuIia, ele 60Jb-
1IIe CKJIOHAIOTCS IIepe]; Hero JIIAu. M xeaeT oHa
MHOI0I0, MECTH >KeJIaeT BparaM CBOHUM JIIOTBIM,
a Bparu ee — JIIO[IU KPOBHBIE: OTeI] la 6paT, 4To
Tellepb C HeBeCTOM JIIOOUMOM CUacThbeM YIIHBa-
eTcd. U ¢ MyueHUeM, C 3JI00HOM OTPaZo IIPUAY-
MBIBaeT KHsDKHA BCeM MM Kapy >KecTokKyro. Ho
BOT U ITIOKapaJsa, BOT B OTIIATHUJIA, a II0OTOM YTO
xe? IloToM M3 3eMeJib JaJleKUX BO3BpaljaeTcs
MusiesuMmo. Beib 9TO ’Ke MOYKET OBITh, 3TO Ke
IOJDKHO OBITh, 3TO O6yzeT! OH cHOBa C Her. OTO
BCeX B30POB CKpHIBAIOT, OeperyT OHU CBOe Cua-
cThbe. /la XOTh OBl U He yOeperyy, KTO CMeeT IIPO-
TUB Hee? OHA — mapuIla. A My>X — rocyzaps? Ho
He el ero 60S4ThCs, 0 HEM OHa U He iyMaerT...

Bpemsa uzet, 6 AHBaps IIPUIILIO, ITPA3IHUK —
Kpemienbe. Ha MockBe — peke I1apaj; Ha3HaveH,
BofocBdalleHue, MopgaHb ycTpoeHa. B pOCKOIII-



HOM 30JIOYEeHOM KapeTe BhleXasla TOCyJapbIHd —
HeBecTa. [Io o6eMM CTOpPOHAM JOPOTH HApPOLY
BUIVMO — HEBUIVMO, IIIAIIKU IIepe] Helo JIOMa-
0T, KpUYaT CBOU IIPUBETCTBUS, BOMCKA B Kape
IIOCTPOEHE], KOMaHayeT UMU Bacuinuii Biragumu-
POBUY /lOJITOPYKUU.

HNmMmmnepaTtop mpuexan us JlepoproBa IBOPIIA,
KyJZa Telleph Iepeceyansicsa. OH 3aHSI II0JIKOBHU-
ube MecTo. Ha HeM MyHAUD GJIeCTAINMI, BOKPYT
Hero 00JIbIllas CBUTA.

CHauyasia ¥ He B3IJIAHYJIA Ha JKeHUXAa CBOEro
KHsDKHA KaTepuHa, TOJIBKO BIPYT HeYasHHO IJIa-
3a ee C HUM BCTPeTUJINCh, U OJITO OHA C HEro ux
He CITyCKaJa.

«YTO 9TO0, KaK OH U3MeHWICA?!» — VIIeaIlu B
CBOM BHYTPEHHUI MUD, OHAa COBCEM He 3aMeua-
JIa ero BCe 3TO BpeMsl.

«Ax! Kakagd mepeMeHa, BUIHO, OH 6ojieH! A
4TO0, KaK He Ha IIIyTKY 3a060J1eeT, UTo, KaK YMpeT,
noxkauyiu! Hy, 4To X, 1 cBOOOZHA TOIZA, — IIOLY-
Mmasia KatepuHa AJieKceeBHA, — [JOJ/DKHA PaLo-
BaThCA. Ho HeT, HeT, Tellepb MHe He HAaJl0 3TOH
cBobozbl. UTo K TOorma O6ymeT?» EM cTajio 6ecKo-
HEeYHO JIOPOro ellle HeJaBHO TaK HEHaBUCTHOE U
HaCWJIbHO HaBdI3aHHOE el Bejiuue. Belb TOJIb-



KO 3TO BeJIMYHe €M MU O0CTaBaJIoCh B JKH3HH,
BIPYT U ero cygbba oTHUMeT?! IIpeKpacHBIN, U3-
MyYeHHBIH IOHOIIIa, KOTOPOr0 OHa TaK >KeCTOKO
obMaHyJla U KOTOPOTO 3a YTO-TO HeHaBUIeTh
XBaTHJIO Y Hee CHUJIBL, Teleph CAesIascs ed Jopor,
HO BCe ’Ke He KaK 4eJI0OBEeK, a KakK Belllb MHOIO-
IleHHas, 3eMHoe 6oraTcTBo. 11 oHa Bce Isifesia
Ha Hero, BCe My4aJjlaCh BUIHUMOMN B HEM IlepeMe-
HOM.

C mapasia oH IIprexaJl B TOJIOBUHCKHUM JBOpPeL]
K HeBeCTe, KyZia cobpajuch U MHOTUEe IIPUBOP-
HEIe.

KumxkHa KaTeprHa IIOCIIEIIHO IIOAOIILIa K
HeMy, B3sJla 3a PYKY:. pyKa y Hero, Kak Jef, XO-
JIOTHASL.

— UTo ¢ TO60H, rocyapb? — HEIIPUBLIYHBIM
el He)KHBIM T'0JIOCOM CIIpOCHUiIa OHa. — MHe Ka-
JKeTcd, ThI He3nopoB. Ko Tak, 3ayeM BhIeXall
CeromgHsa?

OH u3yMJIeHHO B3IJIIHYJI Ha Hee.

— A TBI TOJILKO Ceryac 3aMeTHJIa, YTO He3[[0-
POB 51? — CIIPOCHJI OH C HAaCMeIINUBOMN JIbIO-
KOU. — Witu Te6e MeHd yKaIKo?

—UYro 3a cioBa Takue, rocymaps? Koro ke
MHe H JKajieTh, Kak He Te6sg?!



— Tax ycrokoiicgd, Mosg KHsSDKHaA 3a00TJ/IMBad,
s 3[0pOB, TaK 3[0p0OB, KaK HUKOIZA He OBbLI.
3[I0POB, 310POB!

Y OH IUKO cMesiICs, CTPAIITHO CMesLICA.

OHa moHsIa, UYTO [eJI0 IUIOX0 M KHHYJACh K
OTILy.

— baTroIlka, 4To ’Ke BBl 0CJIeILIH BCe, UTO JIH!
PasBe BBl He BUUTe, UTO rocygapb 6oseH. Kak
MO>KHO OBLZIO BBIIIYCTUTH €ro Ha BO3AyX? Ilo-
CMOTpPHTE, YTO ¢ HUM. OH Ha cebd He IOX0XK... ¥V
Hero JIMXopafka.

Asexcern I'puropreBHY a 3a HHUM U KHAI3b
VBaH IOCIIEIIHJIN K HMMIIEPaToOpy H YBHJEJIH,
UTO KHSDKHA IIpaBa. B Iylasax CTpaHHBIN OJIecK,
JIAITIO B OTHE, CaM JPOXKHUT... BUSHO, IIJIOXO BBLIE-
YHIH JOKTOpPa HeJaBHIOK IIPOCTYAY, BOT Telephb
OHa CHOBa BepHysachk. Ha HopmaHu oH ObLI
CJIMIIIKOM JIETKO OZleT M TOBOPHJI MHOTIO... CKO-
pey, ckopeit qoMot! /IOKTOpPOB cKopee!

[ToBessiu uMIiepaTopa. M Kak HU KOPOTKa OBI-
Jia Iopora, a OH C KaKI0¥ MUHYTOU BCe O0JIbIIIe
U OGoJbllle pacxXBaphlBaJICd B KapeTe, TaK 4YTO
IIPUBE3JIH er0 COBCeM yyKe 60IbHOr0. OH Jake U
HITH CaM He MOT: BHECJIH ero.

Cobpanucek mokTOopa. K mMmIepaTopy HHKOIO



He BIIyCKa/I, IIpA HeM OBbLI TOJIBKO AJieKcelt
I'puropreBud na KH4A3b MBaH. CIIEINHINU IIPUTO-
TOBHUTH JIEKAPCTBA, I10 BCeMY JABOPILY IIIJIa CyeTa.

Yepes yvac /loJropykue BBIILIA U3 CIIaJIbHU
ITeTpa.

— Yr0, YTO C HUM? — CIIPAIllUBAJIHA CO BCeX
cTOopoH. Ho HU Asekceii I'puropbeBuY, HU iBaH
AJlexceeBUUY Cpasy He MOIJIM U OTBETUTH: Ha HUX
JIvIia He 6bL10, 062 OHU APO’KAJIU.

— /Jla uTo, 4TO Takoe?

— JlokTOpa CKasajJy, YTo y Hero ocra, 4ro
eMy Xy/0, — IIpOoIIelITaJ HaKoHeIl BaH Ajekce-
eBUY U TOPHKO 3aIlIakall.



XIl

IITH 110 MOCKBe BOJIHEHHE BEJIMKOE: MOJIO-

J0H rocyzapsb omacHo 6osieH. Bce, 4To MMeJIo
KaKoe-HHUOYb COIIPUKOCHOBEHHE C JBOPOM, CTa-
JIO MeTaThCsI BO BCe CTOPOHEL. MHOIHe OXKHaIHn
BCIKHX CJIy4alHOCTel, HO HeCMOTpd Ha 3TO,
BeCThb O IIAPCKOM 60JIesHH BceX Iopasuia. OKa-
3aJI0Ch, YTO HHKTO, KOHEYHO, KpoMe AH[pes
MBaHOBHYA, U He IIOAYMaJ O TOM, YTO K HAKO-
Hely O6yzeT B ciay4dae cMepTH Iletpa II? Temepsb
OBICTPO 00pasoBaIUCh NapTHHU. OJHU HaXO[HIIH,
YTO IIPECTOJI II0 IIPaBy [LOJ/DKEH IIPHMHAJJIe’KaTh
IecapeBHe Ejim3aBeTe, POAHOM, Telephb eIHH-
CTBEHHOH, fouepH Ilerpa Besrkoro. Ha 3T0 BOS-
pa’kaJii BCIKHMMH BBIMBIIIIJIEHHBEIMH PaccKasa-
MH O IyPHOM ee IIOBeJeHHH, 0 TOM, UTO e€CJIM OHa
B30H/IET Ha IIPeCTOJI, TO MHOTHM CJIeAyeT KAATh
ee HeMMJIOCTH. JTO MHeHHe 0CO0eHHO pacIIpo-
CTpaHsI JaTCKHUU II0CJIaHHUK BecTdasieH, KOTO-
poMy TpH rofia TOMy HasaJ y>K yAaJIoOCh OTCTpa-
HUTH TepIoTUHI0 ['o/MIITHHCKYI0 AHHY IIeTpoB-
Hy U Ejin3aBeTy 0T PyCCKOIO IIPecToJIa.

Jlo cux 1op BecTdasieH O6bLI CIIOKOEH 3a MHTe-
pecwl CBOEro ABOpa, HO BOT OIIACHOCTHL BO3Bpa-



L1aeTcs, ¥ OH CHOBA BOJIHYETCA: e3[UT TO K J[0JI-
TopyKuM, To K I'ounbpIHEIM. HO KOro Tereps 3a-
cTaHeIllb? Bce Bo aBopIie! HakoHeIl Koe-KaK eMy
yraeTcsa Hae[HUHe IIOTOBOPUTH ¢ BacuiueM JIyKH-
yeM.

— Ciplmiaj g, — TOBOPUT OH KHA3I0, — YTO
AMuUTpuit TOUIBIH JKejlaeT YUYUHUTDL HacJleHU-
I1ero0 ItecapeBHY EmsaBeTy. ECiiu JKe 3TO CcleJia-
eTCs, TO BBl CAMU 3HaeTe, Kak OyzeT HeIIlpUITHO
IBOpYy HaleMmy. S mam BaM, eCJIHM CJIOBY MOeMY
He BepuTe, IINCbMEHHOE B 3TOM YIO0CTOBEpEHUEe,
BBI MOJKeTe II0Ka3aTh ero KOMy XOTHUTe.

— Temneps, craBa bory, ocria BeICHIIIAIA, — OT-
Beuasl Bacwiauii JIyku4, — M eCTh OOJIbIIas Ha-
IesK/ia, YTO UMIlepaTop BhI3fiopoBeeT. Ho eciu 6
OH U yMep, YCIIOKONTeCh, YK IIPUHATHI MepHl,
4TOOBI IOTOMKU EKaTepHHBI He B30IILIN Ha IIpe-
cTos. Tak ¥ HallUIIUTe JBOPY CBOeMYy 00 3TOM
Ilejie, OHO HECOMHEHHO.

Ho BecTdasieH B TOT JKe IeHb BCe )Ke IIpUucJIal
KHA3I0 CBOe IIMCbMEHHOe 3asdBjieHHe. BoT 4To
IHUcaJsI OH:

«Canyxu Hocamces, umo E2o Beauvecmaeo

oueHb 60.1eH, U ecau npecmoa Poccuiickuii
docmaremcst FONUWMUHCKOMY NPUHLY,



mo HaweMmy /lamckomy Koposiescmay ¢
Poccuetl Opyxrcobl umems Heb3s. O6py-
YeHHas Hegecma u3 gawell ghamuiuu, u
MOJCHO YOepaicams Npecmoan 3a Hero, Kak
Menwuxog u Toacmotl ydepacanu npe-
cmoa 3a EkamepuHoti AnexkceesHoll. 110
3HamHocmu gawetl hamuiuu 8am amo
cdesiamb MOJCHO, NPUMOM 8bl 60BULE CU-
/bl U Npasa umeemenr.

Kuasp Bacwinii JIykru mipuexasl ¢ 3TUM 3asiB-
JIeHueM B oM AJieKces ['puUropbeBUYa U IIpoyest
ero B Kpyry coOpaBIIMXCSd POAHBIX. HO paccyx-
IaThb Tellepb He CTaJIY, TaK KakK M3 JBOpIia Bep-
HyJICA KHA3b MBaH C pafjoCTHBIM JIMIIOM U H3Be-
CTHEM, YTO IOCYyLapIo ropasmio Jyylle...

B 3TO BpeMs HeCKOJBKO 3KUIIaKeU CTOSIH
y orpazbl MOHacThIps HoBogmeBuubero. Hauwmucs
JIFOIY, BCIIOMHUBIIIHE CTAPYIO IAPHUILY M IIOCIIe-
IIIUBIIIME K HEW U3BECTUThH e€e 0 CepbesHol 60-
JIe3HU BHYKA U B TO ’Ke BpeMs HAIlOMHUTH e,
YTO OHa 3aKOHHAg CyIpyra uMmiieparopa Ilerpa
Besmrkoro. VX sKHIIa>kKu ObLIM 3aMeYeHbl MHOTU-
MU, U CKOPO IIOTHSJICI TOBOP O TOM, UTO eCThb
elle TpeThs IMapTUS — CTAPOH LapuIlsl EBIOKMM
deoOpOBHEL. BOT 0Ha, Ta MUHYTa, 0 KOTOPO1 He
pas gymasia B TOMHUTeJIbHBIE IIOCIEIHHE ITHU



UHOKUHA EjleHa: «BHYK ymupaeT! 3aryouiu-Ta-
KM ero. Hamuiuce JIrofy, IpHexaju K Heil u3Be-
CTHUTD, IIEITHYTh, YTO HACTYIIUJIO U ee BpeMs. /la,
OHa JI0JDKHAa Tellepb, HaKOHeLl, II0AHATE CBOM I'0-
Jloc. 3arHaHHasd, 3abuTasg, U3My4YeHHas CTapy-
Xa — 3aBTpa MOXKeT OBITH PYCCKOM MMIIepaTpH-
Lei!» 3aropesmch Ijasa ee, CHJIbHO 3acTydaJio
cepatte. ITogHAIack OHa, OIMKUpPasCh Ha CBOM IIO-
COX, HO BJPYTI IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCE IIPHIILIIO
CJIMIIIKOM IIO3JHO M YTO Tellepb e HHUYero He
HY>KHO: COBCEM CTapa OHa, OfoJejia CTapoCTh,
OJ{0JIeJIN JIUXHe 00JIe3HH, 0/[0JIeJI0 BeJIMKOe rope
I1eJI0M KU3HU. HeT, He IOTHATHCA e, He CyXKIe-
HO O6BITH UMIlepaTpULlei. IIpoizieT, OBITE MOJKET,
HeCKOJIBKO JiHel U He KOPOHOBATh, a II0orpebaThb
ee CTaHyT.

Ho Bce ’xe OHa 3aTOPOIIMJIACHE BO [BOpeEI]
exaTh, HAaBeCTHUTH BHYKA, a KOIZJa IIpruexasa, Ko-
I7la BBeJIH ee II0/l PYKU B IIOKOH, OJIM3KHe K HUM-
IIepaTOPCKOM CIIajbHe, BRINIEAIIUU OT IleTpa
IOKTOP CKasaJl ei, 4T0 60JIbHOMY CTaJIo Xy>Ke U
UYTO Teleph HUKAK €ro HeJlb3sl BUJETh. 3a JOKTO-
PpoM BrIGeskaJl v AsleKced JIoJITOPYKHH U CIIEIITHO
yexas K cebe noMoii. Ceifuac »ke I10CJIaJI OH T'OH-
I1a 32 POJCTBEHHHUKAaMH, YTOOBI Che3>KaIuCh KaK



MO>KHO CKopee. BiesieH 6bL1 Ajlekcell ['puropnbe-
BUY, HOTHU ero IOAKAaIlIMBaJIXUCh, BUEJI OH, UTO
CTpAllHBIN Yac IIPHUIes: Tellepb WKW BeJUYUe,
WU HeMHHyeMas II0Tubesb. Bce Hazmo cresarts,
BCe UCIIpPo60BaTh! B ros1oBe cTaporo KHA3g OLHU
3a [PYyr¥MMH POMJIKCH IIaHBI ¥ MBICIH. OH elrje
He yHBIBAJ JAyXOM, HO ocJyabesl TeJleCHO: He MOT
COBCeM Ha HOTaX CTOSITh, JIET B IIOCTeJIb. B cIiajb-
He CBOEeH U IIPUHAJI OH POJACTBEHHUKOB. BOT Bce
CheXaJIUCh.

— YTo, yTO TakKoe?

— HMnepaTop 6osieH, Xyza Hazekzga, 4Tob
’KUB OBLI, HaZJ0OHO BHIOUpATh HaC/JIeJHUKOB, —
IIPOTOBOPUJI KHA3L AJIeKCel, e/iBa BOpPOYasi A3bI-
KOM.

— Koro >xe BBl B HacCJIeJHUKU BLIOUpPATH V-
MaeTe? — CIIpoCHJI Bacuanii JIykud.

— BoT — oHa! — yKasajJ HajgbleM HaBepx
Anexceii I'puropbeBuy.

U B3IIA1bI BCeX UHCTUHKTHUBHO O00paTUINCH
KBepXy, KaK 0yTO CKBO3b II0TOJIOK MO>KHO OBLIO
BUIeTh KHsDKHY KaTepuHy AjleKceeBHY, KOTOpas
JKHJIa TaM, B BepXHeM IIoMellleHUHU. 1 Bce MOJI-
yaau. HakoHelr kKHA3L Cepreil 'puropseBUd IIpe-
pBaJI 3TO MOJIYaHUeE.



— Hesb3dg 11 HanmucaTh JyXOBHYIO, OYATO €ro
UMIIepaTOpPCKOe BeJIUYECTBO YUMHNII ee Hace[l-
HUIe0?

— 93X, HeJIaJ{HOe JTeJI0 BhI 3aTeBaeTe, — HAKO-
Hell IOHSJI CBOM roJioc ¢pesibamapiiai Bacuimia
BiiafiuMUpoBUY, — TJje 3TO BUAHO, YTOO 06pY-
4YeHHOM HeBecTe OBITh POCCHICKOro IIpecToJia
HaciaemHuiler! KrTo 3axoueT el IIOATaHHBIM
6bITH? He TOKMO IIOCTOPOHHME, HO U 5, U IIpoUre
U3 Hallen paMUINU, HUKTO B IIO/ITAHCTBE Y Hell
ObITh He 3axodeT. KusokHa KaTepuHa c rocypa-
peM He BeHUYaHa.

Anexceli ['puropbeBuUY OeIlleHO B3IJISHYJ Ha
Hero.

— X0oTh He BeHYaJsach, Ja ob6pydanach, —
IIPOTOBOPUJI OH.

— YTo0 X Takoe! — oTBeyaJs, gake He B3IJI-
HYB Ha Hero, ¢eapaMapiiajil. — BeHUYaHbe HUHOE,
a 06pyueHbe HHOe. /[la ecsiv 6B OHA 3a TOCylapeM
U B CYIIpy>KeCcTBe ObLIa, TO U TOTAA OBl B YUMHe-
HHHU ee HaCJIeTHUITeH He 6e3 COMHEeHHUs OBLIIO.

«JTO elle 4YTo? — OTYasTHHO IToAyMaJ AJIek-
ceil I'puropreBUUY. — V>K B poJjHe Hecorjacue?
Ho pasBe M0’XHO IOIIYCTUTE 3TO?»

— IlocaymaiTe, APyrd Mou, — 0OpaTUJIICA OH



KO BCeEM, — BCe cIejaTh MOYKHO, CTOUT TOJBKO
XOPOIIIeHLKO IIPUHATHCA 3a [IeJI0, U yCIeX y Hac
o6yzet. Mbl yroBopuM rpada ['oJI0BKHMHA U KHA3S
JAmutpuga MuxainiaoBuya ['oyIurisiHa. A ecid OHHU
3acropsT, To Mbl O6yxeT UX 6uTh. Thl, Bacuiuii
BiagumupoBud, B [Ipeo6pa>keHCKOM II0JIKY I10/[I-
IIOJIKOBHUKOM, a KHA3b MBaH — Matiop, U B Ce-
MEHOBCKOM IIOJIKY CIIOPUTH O TOM OyAeT HeKO-
My.
Ho Bacwiauit BragumMupoBuY, U3 BcexX J[0JIro-
PYKHX OCTaBIIIUMICA XJIaMTHOKPOBHBIM U CIIOKOM-
HBIM, HEe MOT C 3TUM COTJIaCUThCS.

— YTo0 BHI, pebgube, BpeTe! — KpUYal OH. —
Kak ToMy M0>KHO cJies1aThCsl, ¥ KaK S II0JIKY 00'b-
SIBJIIO? YCJBIIIAB OT MeHd 00 3TOM, OyayT He
TOJILKO MeHs OpaHUTh, HO U YOBIOT, HaBepHOe.

W, He nmoxumasdach ajbHeMIero, Bacuauii
BiiaiuMHUpoOBUY yexajl BMeCTe ¢ 6paToM, KHSI3eM
Muxaiioro.

— Tyma BaM U fopora! — TpsICSICH OT GellleH-
CTBAa U Yy’Kaca, IIPOILIUIIe] UM BCjIel AJieKcel
I'puropbeBud. — 1 6e3 Bac [ies10 caesiaeM. BoIpy-
uy, Bacwauit JIykud, IIpUayMai 4To-HUOYIb, pa-
v bora!

Kuasp Bacunmii JIlykuu cesl y KaMUHa Iieper,



MaJIEHbKHM CTOJIMKOM, B3sJI JIUCT 6yMaru U yep-
HIJIBHUILY U HaYaJI IIMCaTh JyX0BHYI0. Ho cKopo
OH OCTAaHOBWJICA U pa3opBaJl bymary.

— Moe¥i pyKH IIUCBMO XYy/ZI0, KTO OBI ITOJIyYIlle
HaIMcaa? — cKas3aJI OH.

IMucatey BeI3Basica Cepreii [puropbeswuy,
TOJIBKO IIPOCHJI, YTOOBI JUKTOBAIU eMy Bacuiuit
Jlykuu u Astekcel ['puropbeBud. CKOpPO IIOCIIEIN
JBa 9K3eMILIIpa.

B 3T0 BpeMd B CIaJIbHIO OTIIa BOIIEJ KHA3H
HBaH IIpAMO 0T UMIIepaTopa, C OIYXIIMMHU OT
CJIes Ijla3aMH, BeCh Ja)ke pacTpenaHHbIN. OH ces
Ha CTyJI ¥ IIOIVIAZIeSI Ha BCeX B ITOJITHOM OTYasd-
HUM.

— HBaH! — obpaTwicd K HeMy oTell. — Eire
pas ymosgr Tebs, Imomoru HaM. O cBoe roJioBe
XOTh ITOAyMau. Beap ecik He yIaguM [esIo, Bce
MBI I10rubJsii. MaJjio, 4To JiM, BparoB y Hac? Jlio-
Tas CMepTh JKJeT, ITogyMaii!

Kuasrs IBaH MoJsruaJl.

— Wi T yMa — pasyMa JIHINHUICA!? — TeM
JKe O0TYasgHHBIM, YMOJIAIOIIMM I0JIOCOM IIPOJIOJI-
>KaJs orell. — Hy, Hac He jKaJleelllb, cebs He JKa-
JIeelllb, TaK II0)KaJIell XOTh HeBeCTy CBOM, HaTa-
Jb10 boprucoBHy. OHa Teb6s JIIOOUT IIyIle >KHU3HH,



3a4eM >Ke ThI el TOTOBUIIIb TH6esb?

Kusases MBaH B3aporyyJi. Hamresr oTelr) 4yeM BEI-
BeCTH ero U3 HeIlIOABHKHOCTH.

— /la, — efBa CJIBLIIIHO IIpolllenTasa oH. — /a,
pazu Hee Ha BCe TOTOB, BCe chesarn. UTO BEI
TyT? — JIyXOBHYIO IIHIIIETEe, TaK 5 IIOAIHIIYCE.
He pas c rocymapeM B IIYTKYy IIHCHIBaJ, yMEI
II0Z, er0 PYKY IIOAIUCHIBATHCS, TAK UTO HUKTO U
He pacIio3Haer.

OH fporkalleil pyKoOM CXBaTHJI IIep0O W HallH-
cai: «IleTp».

Bce xuHysMCch K OyMare U B OJUH T0JIOC Pe-
IIWIW, YTO OYeHb II0X0>Ke. IIoJIOKHIM, 4UT0O
HBaH ¥ IIOAIIHCAJICA IIOJ [YXOBHOIO, €CJIH IOCY-
Iapb 3a TSOKKOIO ero 60JIe3HbI0 IIOJIIHUCAThC He
OyZeT B CUIax.



Xl

OCIIOZH, UTO C TO60K? ['0sIy6UUK MOMH, pa-

IIOCTb MOs, ThI KaK CMepTh 6JiefileH! — Tak
roBOpMJIa, MCIYTAHHO BIVIAABLIBASCH B >KEHUXA,
TOJIBKO UTO IIpHexasBlliero K Heii, HaTtanbsa bopu-
coBHa IllepeMeTeBa.

OH HaKJIOHMJIACH K IIJIeYy ee U 3aphlfjas, KaK
pebeHoK.

—Tl'ocymapp yMupaeT! — eaBa cMOIJIa OHa
pacciIbIIaTh ero OTYassHHBIN IIeII0T.

Jla OBITH 9TOr0 He MOXKeT! VoK He OCJIbIIIazach
JIX OHA, TOYHO JIX OH CKas3aJI 3TO: ToCyLapb YMU-
paet! Elfe Buepa M3Belliaa ee IBaH AJleKceeBUY,
4TO TOCY/IapIo JIy4llle ¥ OHa, ObLI0, YCIIOKOWJIACh,
IIporHajia 0T ceOs1 BCce MpauyHble MBICIU. 1 BOT
rocysapb yMHpaer...

— HMBaHyIIKa, Tak JHU 3T0? Hey)XeJu HeET Ha-
IeXapl? Bemb HOKTOpaM HeJb3sl BEPUTH; BOT B
I103aIIpOIILJIOM TOAy 51 TOKe Oblia 00JIbHA CHUJIb-
HO: BCeX IOKTOPOB ¢ MOCKBEI CO3BaJIH, ¥ BCe CKa-
3aJI¥, UTO YMpPY HeIlpeMeHHO, a BOT BBI3IOPOBe-
Jia. MoKeT, U Tellepb TaK OHO Oy/ieT, IIOMUJIyeT
Hac I'ocriofp, facT roCcyfapio 30pOBkeE.

— Hert, Haraia, pogHas Mo0s1, He yTelllal ThI



MeHs, COBCeM eMy ILI0X0. TOJIbKO Ha CeKYH0Y-
Ky U IIpHUexajl B3IJIIHYTh Ha TeOs, IIOIUIAaKaTh C
TOo60M. Cefiyac K HEMYy BO3BpalllaloCh, 60IOCh, B
’KUBBIX 3aCTaHy JIH...

OH TOBOPUJI 3TO TaKUM Oe3HaZ[e>KHBIM T0JIO-
coM. OH TaK MU3MYYEeHHO, TaK CTPAIIIHO CMOTpeJI
Ha Hee, OHa MOHsJIA, YTO OH He oIHbaeTcs. /la,
ellle TaK HeIaBHO, ceryac elle 6bLJI0 CUaCThe, HU
0 YeM CTpAalllHOM He ayMaJa MOJIOLAasl HeBecCTa,
ceiiyac ellfe BCA >KU3HBb KasajaCch TaKOK pPafo-
CThI0, BIIepeU TOJIbKO CBeT ObLI. 1 BOT KaK CKO-
PO HOUBL IIpUIIIA CTPAIlHAasg, HOUbL HEeIIPOIJIAL-
Hag. PaspriBaeTcd ee cepplie, HA MUJIOTO YeJIoBe-
Ka I/, IIOHUMaeT OHa BCe er0 MYKH, ero 60J1b
IyIIeBHVIO.

Ax, Kak cygb6a K Hed Hemwuioctusa! /[oiro
JIM CYaCThe JIUJIOCh, KU BOT OHA COYJIa, CKOJIBKO
IUIMJIOCH 3TO CYacTbe, M BBIILJIO ABaALATHL TPU
ITHA C TIOJIOBUHO0. YeM el yTelllUTh Tellephb KHS-
34 BaHa? HeueM, HeT CJIOB TaKUX y Hee, OHa
MOJKeT TOJIbKO JIaCKaTh ero, MO>KeT TOJILKO IIPHU-
KaTh ero K CBOeMy CepAaly ¥ IUIaKaTb C HUM
BMecTe. U OHA IJIayeT U [eJIyeT ero.

— Ho 1oe3»xaii, mmoes»xaii ckopee, — rOBOPHUT
OHa, — 5 He Jep>Ky Tebs, I1oe3kall CKopee, TyT



ellle 6oJIbIle Mydaellbcd. MOJKeT, U IIojlerdaeT
rocyzapro. A s X0Tb 6yZy MOJIUTHCH, KaK TOJIBKO
yMel0, aBOCh, JOUAET 0 bora ¥ Mosi rpelrHas Mo-
JIUTBA.

— /la, mosmch, Hararra, MOJIHCH! — TIIYyXUM
T0JIOCOM IIPOTOBOPMJI KHA3bL HMBaH.— TOJIBKO
HeT, ['ocriogk bor He CMHJIOCEPAHUTCS HaJ HaAMH:
JaBHO MBI BCe 3aC/JIy>KHIN THeB Ero, BosbMmeT OH
K cebe 3Ty YHUCTYI0 AYIly, HAMH, OKasgHHBIMHY, I10-
ry6JIeHHYI0. A HaM, HaM 0CTaeTcd TsSDKKas Kapa v
3/leCh, Ha 3eMJIe, U Ha Hebe!

He moria cayimarth peueit 3Tux Hatanbsa bo-
pHUCcOBHA. 3a4eM OH U cebs1 ¢ HUMU paBHAET U Ce-
04 K HUM IIppuucadeT. OH ¥ OHH, YTO MPaK IIpe-
HUCIIOHEeN U CcBeTJIoe Hebo.

— AX, HarTata, Teriepb BCce BUHBI MOU CTOST
nepenso MHOI0. HeT Takoro HakasaHHs CTPAIIIHO-
ro, HeT TaKOH IIBITKH Y>KaCHOM, He BBIIyMaJIH
JIIOMHU TaKyI0 IIBITKY, KaKyIo g 3acjay>KuBaro. Bce
Tellepb IIOMHIO, BCe, B UeM IIOBUHEH OBLI IIepef
rocymgapeM. MHOroMy AYpPHOMY Hay4HI I €I0 BO
IHH MOET0 HepasyMHs, BO JHU MOET0 OKasHCTBa.

— /la Be[ib 3TO ke JaBHO OBLIO, — IIpepBaJsa
ero HaTtaysbsga bopucoBHa. — BeJb TEI Tellephb CO-
BCeM JPYIUM YeJIOBEKOM CZeJIaJsIcs; BeIb 3HAIO i,



4TO KpoMe A0OpPBIX COBETOB HUYEro He CJIBbIIIAJI
OT Teb6s1 UMIIepaTop.

— /Jla 4To 3TH Ho0OphIe coBeThl ObLIH! I103HO
B3sJICA 1 3@ pasyM, TOJIOBY CHSJI, Ja O BOJIOCAX
cTaJj I1akatbed. Het, HaTarma, sxmeT MeHd Kapa,
U 1 caM IIoHy Ha Hee!

OH otmiaTHysIcA OoT HaTanbu, OH C y’KacoM
B3IJVITHYJI HA Hee U CXBaTUJI CeOs1 3a TOJIOBY.

— A mepepn, TO60M-TO, Ilepel; TOOOMU-TO KakK g
BHUHOBeH! 3aueM o IIOI'y6uI Tebs-TO, 3a4eM CBS-
3aJ TBOIO CBETJIYIO JKHU3Hb C MOel O6eCIIyTHOH,
YyepHOH xu3HbI!? HaTalma, cayirail MeHs, CIIy-
LIIa¥: TOP>KeCTBEHHO, I1epef; boroM 3ak/IMHAa0 Te-
6s: yiigu oT MeHs! OctaBb MeHs! Sl 0TKa3bIBarCh
oT Tebsa! Caplmuinb? OTKasbeiBaloChb. Thl MHe
boJibile He HeBecTa! SI He 3arpsAsHIo Tebd, 1 He
3acTaBJIr0 Tebd UATH 3a MHOI0 B MOe CTpalllHOe
oynyiree. Ciapnnuinb, Hatama? S oT Teb6d OTKa-
3BIBAIOCH!

OH fmposkas, OH CMOTpeJsl Ha Hee KakK IIOMe-
IIIaHHBIN.

OHa cxBaTHjach 3a Cephlle, KPUKHYyJIA 0TYa-
SIHHBIM T'0JIOCOM U KUHYJIaCh eMy Ha IIIel0.

— TBI OT MeHA 0TKa3bIBaeIllILCSI? — rOBOPUIIA
OHa, IV Ha Hero ¢ MyKOM U JIt060BbI0. — ThI



OT MeH$1 0TKa3bIBaeIlbCs, ¥ Thl MOXKeIllb OT MeHs
OTKas3aTbCA? XOpOIIo, OTKa3bIBaMCs, eCIu MeHsd
He JII0OUIIB, J1a 5-TO He OTKaXyChb OT Tebs! Hu-
KTO, HUKaKas CHja 4eyioBeuecKas Tebsd 0T MeHS
He OTHHUMeT Temnepb. Thl MOH, CABIIIMINL? ThI
MOM, Ha BCIO ’KU3Hb! Ha cuacThe, Ha MyKH, Ha
PazfoCTh U rope, BCIOAY HOMAY A 3a To6010. OTKa-
3bIBayics, 6eru oT MeHs. I HaCTUTHY Tebs, Ie Obl
Tbl HU OBLI. /locTaHy Tebs Ha IJIyOMHE MOpH,
BCIOy fmocTaHy. HeT, TBI He yijelllb OT MeHd,
TBOS CyAbb6a OyeT Moer Cyab0010. S II0KaXKy Te-
6e, 4TO yMel0 JIIOOUTH TOJILKO pa3s B >KU3HU. S
II0KaXy Tebe, KaK BepHa B JIIOOBU s; A IIOKaXXy
3TO BceMy cBeTy. BemHbIN, MUIbIE MBaHYIIKa,
I7ie )Ke TBOHM pa3yM-To? Coo6pasuTh He MOJKelllb,
4TO B CYaCThbe BeJIMKOM MorJja OBl 1 Tebs ellle
OCTaBUTh, a B TOpe Kak e {1 Tebsd KUHY? Hepa-
3YMHYIO Belllb Thl IPHAyMaJl: Teleph-TO A U
Hy>KHa Te6e. CIIellIH >Ke, CIellIN CKOpee, HeMe[:-
JIEHHO U K UMIIepaTopy.

OHa KpeIlKO, KpeIKO ero IoresoBasia. OHa
IlepeKpecThIa ero, 6;1arocJI0BuIIa, yoeskasa K ce-
Oe B caJIbHIO, 3allepsia Ha KJII0Y [IBephb U CTaja
TopsiY0 MOJIUTHCS.

Cebsa He mOMHs, Ipuexasl VBaH AJjieKceeBUY



BO IBOpeIl U KUHYJICI K CIIaJIbHe KUMIIepaTopa.

—YTo 0H, UTO0?

— B3risiHy, y>k 6e3 maMsaTH, — IIpOoIlenTasl B
0TBeT eMy AjieKkced ['puropbeBudY, He OTXOIUB-
LIIUH OT KpoBaTH IleTpa.

ViMItepaTop, AeMCTBUTEJIBLHO, JieKasl 6e3 IIa-
maTHU. OH MeTaJsIcd, BOCIIaJIeHHEBIe IJ1a3a ero IJid-
IleJId Ha IIPUCYTCTBOBABIINX U HUKOIO He BHJE-
JIU.

— UYT0 7K, OH TOBOPHUJI YTO-HUOYABL? 3BaJI KO-
ro-HUOYyb? — CIIpallIuBaJjl KHA3b IBaH.

— 3o0BeT AHnpesd lBaHbIua, a He 3HAIO 4,
IycKaTh JIA? IIycKaTh He CIIeAyeT.

— Kaxk? U Tenepp, U Teleps ero eje My4uTh?
Kro-Hubyns! Ckopee 30BuUTe OapoHa OcTepMa-
Ha! — obpaTtmiica MBaH AjlekceeBUY K OKPYrKaB-
LIIKM.

HukTo He 1meBesibHyJICA. Torga caM KHA3H
ViBaH OTBOPUJI IBepHU U 103BaJI 6apoHa.

— Aunpent UBaHBIY, The THI? — pasmajiCc Ciia-
OBIM roJI0C UMIIEpaTOopa.

— 371ech 4, 37ech, rocyaps, 34echb... MIH THI
MeHs He BUIUIIL?

— KT0 roBopuT 3T0? 3TO He TBOH I0JIOC, AH-
npeii iBaHbIY, TeOS1 HETY, IPULU Ke KO MHE, Te-



0s1 He IIyCKaloT, TeOs1 y MeHs OTHSUIU. [1e ThI, AH-
Ipeu lBaHBIU?

U TieTHO OCTepMaH CTapaJiCsl YBEPUTh O0JIb-
HOT0, 4TO OH 3[IeCh, TIIIETHO OpaJl ero 3a pyKy —
HMIIepaTop CMOTpes Ha Hero, Ho HUYero He BU-
Iesg. BoT oH coBceM 3aMoJidas. Bce IpuUTauIn
IOpIxaHUe... «MoxkeT, 3acHeT». He 3T0 OBLI He COH,
a 3abbIThbe TsOKKOe. HacTymnuiio 6eccuine, U 0JI-
T'0 IJIUJIOCH OHO.

[lostHOYL [aBHO Ipo6muta. Ele dvac IIpo-
1I1eJ1 — BCe HeIBM)KUM UMIIepaTop.

— HBaHyIKa, THI 37leCh? — HaKOHeIl paszajl-
CsI OIISITh CJIA0BIN roJioc. — IToau KO MHe II00JIH-
’Ke, WIM HET, OCTAHOBHUCH, BCTaHb TOJIBKO TakK,
4TO0OBI 1 MOT Tebs BUeTh. He IOAX0IU KO MHE,
Belb y MeHsd OCIla, 1 MOIY 3apasuTbh Tebs. AX
CTpalllHo, Beab 3T0! [lomasblie yiiau, mogaiblile.
Tel f0/DKeH G6epedb cebs: y Tebs HeBecTa, Beb
Ha JIMIle 3HAKU OCTaHyTCd, IOAYpPHEeeIlb ThI,
KHa3b MBaH... [locayimam, g jerkaa BOT, U MHe
CJIBIIIIAJIOCh, UTO KTO-TO CKa3aji, OyATO s1 COBCEM
yMupar. IBaHyIKa, ripasza Jix 3T0?

— HempaBpa, HellpaBza! — efBa craep’XuBas
prlIaHudg, ToBOpMI KHA3HL HBaH. — Hempaspa,
rocyznapb, ThI BBLI3LOPOBEellb, IIOTEPIIH HEeMHO-



ro...

— /la, 1 X04y BEI3[OPOBETE. I He X004y Tellepb
yMupaTtb. MHe XUTHL X0UeTcsd, 1 BCTaHy U Ipy-
ruM cpesarchk. IIo HOBOMy Bce HauHeTcd. A Ie
OHa, M0s1 HeBecTa? IIpoiry, 4TOOBI ee He BIIyCKa-
JIY, J1a, BIpOYeM, U caMa He IIPUJET: I1000UTCH
UCIIOPTUTH KpacoTy cBor. Hy, u xopoilio, 1 He
MOTy ee BHUIeTh! I He X04y ee BHUIETH, CJIBI-
LU, AHpedt IBaHOBUY? He Xouy, HU 3a 4YTO
He Xouy!..

Anexcel I'puropbeBUY, eCIU 6 TOJIBKO MOXK-
HO OBLIO, 3aKas OBl POT ymMupaslleMy. «Benb
BOT-TaKH I103BaJix 3Toro OcrepmaHa! Terreps BOT
CUAUT U KaK[0e CJI0BO B CBOEU IIaMATHU 3aIIHCHI-
BaeT. IloToOM U3 BCIKOIO CJIOBA CHeJjlaeT UCTO-
PpHI0: 3a 3BYK OJIMH IIOTYOUTH HAC cCyMmeeT!..»

OH xuHyJIcd K OcTepMaHy U y>K He 3HAJI, YTO
U IIPUAyMaTh, YTO6 TOJILKO KaK-HUOYIb YIaJIUTh
ero U3 CraJbHU.

Ho cosHaHMe BepHYJIOCH K 60JILHOMY.

— OcraBp ero, Asiekcern I'puUropbeBuY, —
CTPOr0 IIPOroBOpWJ OH.— He yxomu, 6ygb co
MHOI0, AH/Ipelt IBaHbIU. A r7ie JIn3a? Kak ObI X0-
TeJ g1 ee BUeTh. ['me Jlusa, U ee He IIyCKArOT?!
[TomwtuTe 3a Her ceiyac, 4To6 HeIIpeMeHHO OHa



npuexasa. I Xo4y ee BHUAETb, X0Uy, CJbIIIHTeE!
Jlusa, e Thl, Mos fobpas, Mmuiiad Jiusa? IIocMOT-
PH, Kax g 60JIeH: TOBOPAT, 1 yMUpaw. Bepuis jiu
THI, YTO I YMHUPAI0?

W oH XmaJ oTBeTa, HO HUKTO He OTBevall
eMy: IlecapeBHBI He ObLIO. Ee peliuTesbHO He
BIIYCKaJIH, IIPE/ICTaBJIAA B Pe30H, UTO OHA MOJXKeT
3apasuTthbcd. Ho Telleprs M 3a He IIocCjal AJIekK-
cei I'puropbeBHuY.

«K yeMy 6OBLJIO He BIIyCKaTb? — AyMaJl OH. —
Eciiu 1 3apasuThCd, TeM Jydllle, — IIyCKayl caMa
3abojieeT ¥ yMpeT, XOThb C 3TOM CTOPOHEI He OY-
ZleT HaIlaCTH».

ITpo1io ele HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, 1 CHOBA HM-
IepaTop IIOTepsiI CO3HaHUeE... OH CTaJl OpeuTh.
BoT u cecTpy BCIIOMHUJI, BOT €My Ka)KeTCsl, UTO
Iepejs HUM OHA, UYTO OH TOBOPHUT C HEIO.

— Harairma, yero Tel TaK J0JIr0 He IIPHUXOIIIIA,
3aueM MeHs1 OJJHOTO ocTaBuia? A 6e3 Tebs 4TO
OBLIIO CO MHOM, KaKHe MYKH, Kakoe rope! I[Ipoctu
MeHd, Hartairra, g IpelllHUK BeJWKHH, [a, I IIpe-
CTYIIMJI CBOIO KJIATBY, Tebe NaHHYIO: 3[eChb, B
9TOM yKacHoM MockBe ocrasicsd, ¥ bor Hakasai
MeHs! boJsieH s, TSOKKO MHe! HaTtailra, 3aueM ThI
MeHs ocTaBmsa? Haralra, He OTBePTBIBAMCA OT



MeHd, IpocTU MeHd. [Tociyinaii, He Bepb UM, HU-
KOMY He Bepb, eCJIt Tebe CKaXKyT, Bepb: HaCHJIb-
HO, IIPOTHUB MOeM BOJIU BCe 3TO ClieJ1anock. 1 Bce
OTTOrO0, 4TO Tebs He ObLI0. S >KaaJ1 Tebsd, KaaJ, a
THI He IIPUXOUJIA. ..

BoJsiochl [bI60M CTAHOBWJIWCH Ha TOJIOBE ¥
Anexces I'puropbeBuua. OH bor 3HaeT 4TO ObI
JlaJI Tellepb, YT06 HUKOI0, KpOMe Hero, He ObLIO
B CIIaJIbHe.

OctepMaH cHIeJ C HaKJIOHEHHOU TOJIOBOIO,
0TO BCeX IIpsg4a JIUII0 CBOe.

Kugasr MIBaH HU 0 4eM He AyMaJ, Jaske, MO-
KeT OBITh, He IIOHUMaJI CMBbICJa CJI0B YMUPAB-
mrero cBoero apyra. OH TOJILKO Tep3aJsiCsa TOCKOIO,
TOJILKO YYBCTBOBAaJI BCEM CBOUM CepALlEeM, UTO
ellle MUHYTa — pyrasgd — U Bce OyzeT KOHYEHO...

Me[yieHHO OTBOPUWJINCH IBEPH, U THUXO, egBa
Iep>Xach Ha HOrax, B CHAJILHIO BOIWIA IapHIa
EBmokus ®egopoBHa. OHa CHOBA SIBUJIACh Mpauy-
HBIM [IPUBHJEHHNEM, KaK U TOIZa, B IIOCIeqHUe
MHUHYTHI JKU3HU BHYYKHU cBoeil Hartanbpu. M Kak
TOTZla HUKTO He 00paTwyI Ha Hee BHUMAaHUS, TaK
U Tellepb TO>Ke. MIMIlepaTop y»Ke He MOI ee BU-
IeTh, 0 Hell He AyMaJl, a BUIEJ Tellepb TOJIBKO
TeX, KTO OBLJI B €0 Cep/lie.



CHOBa THUINMHA BOABOPMJIACHE B CIIAJILHE.
CJIBIIIHO OBIIO TsDKeJIoe JbIXaHHe YMUpPAaBIIETO.
JIOKTOp HaKJIOHWJICA HaJ HUM, B35 er0 3a PyKy
U IIeYasIbHO II0KayaJs roJI0BOM.

Bapyr Bce surto Iletpa mpeo6pasuiiock. C IIu-
POKO PacCKpBITHIMU, OJIECTAIIMMU IJIa3aMU IIpU-
TIO/THSJICS OH C IIOAYIIIKH.

— HBaH, BaH! — CKopei1 3ampgraiiTe CaHH...
X04y K CecTpe exarTh!..

OH cuimiIcd ellle CKasaThb YTO-TO, HO BMECTO
CJIOB TIOC/BIIIAJINUChL ONHU XPHUILUIble, HEIIOHAT-
Hble 3BYKU. OH K KOMY-TO IIPOCTepP PYKU U BIPYT
yIiaJl HaB3HUYb. Er0 pyKH OIIyCTHJIHCE.



X1V

a Ipyrou AeHbL paHO YTPOM B ItajaTax Bep-

X0BHOro CoBeTa HasHaueHO OBLIO cOOpaHUe.
Tyra cpexaauch Bce CAHOBHUKH, a TAK)Xe U BHIC-
II1ee TyXOBEHCTBO.

Hauasiock mpenBapUTesILHOE COBeIjaHUe o
TOM, KO0 TeIllepb BHIOpaTh Ha IIpecTos Poccuii-
CKuil. Bce 6p11H B c60pe, ogHOro OcTepMaHa He
OBLIIO: OH HaXO[WJICA IIpU TeJsle rocyzaps U B Co-
BeT He I10exaJy. MHOrve yroBapuBaju ero, HO OH
pelmTesIbHO OTKasasicd. M IIOKUAAaTE TeJIO JIFO-
OUMOro MOHapXa HeT y Hero CUJIHL, 1a U B CoBeTe
eMy [eJlaThb Heuero: OH MHOCTpaHel] U IIPpUMeT
o0l1iee pelreHue.

Ho Bce ke paHO yTpoM HaJ, TeJIOM I1apCTBEH-
HOI'O IIOKOMHHKA OcTepMaH yyKe yCIIes IIepero-
BOPUTH C KHA3eM /JIMutpueM I'OJHUIBIHBIM. Te-
IIepb OH MOT 0CTaBaThCd CIIOKOMHEBIM, OH 3HAJL, K
yeMy Oy/leT KJIOHUTBLCA pellleHHe BepXOoBHOIO
Cosera.

B CoBete »Ke GBI IIIyM BeJUKUU, U JI0JITO HU-
KTO He MOT IIOHATH APYT Ipyra.

Bce, 4TO rOBOPUJIOCE ellle HaKaHyHe IIPO pas-
Hble IIapTHUH, Tellepb 0Ka3aJIoCh B3JL0POM, HUKa-



KUX IIapTHUH He ObLJIO; BCe SIBUJIMCh HU K YeMy He
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHBIMH, IIOPa’KeHHBIMH CMEPThHIO
eUHCTBEHHOI'0 BHYKa IleTpa BesIMKOro 1o Myx-
CKOM JIMHUH, U II0TOMY BCe IILJI0 Bpasopon. CUJIb-
Hee BCeX U OTYasiHHee TOBOPUJI U Tpeb0OBaJl BHU-
MaHUA KHA3L AJjtekceii Joaropykuii. OH cpasy
O00BSIBUJI, YTO IIPECTOJI JOJDKEH IIpHUHAlJjIeKaTh
ero Zouepy, IIoKasbsiBaj BceM 3aBelllaHue IleTpa
II, HO HUKTO He obOpalliasl Ha Her0 BHUMaHUs.

Ecioi 6 MoT KH3b AJleKcel B3IVIAHYThH Tellepb
BOKPYT ce6s1 XJIaJJHOKPOBHO, OH YBU/IeJI ObI SICHO,
YTO [IeJI0 ero IIPOUrpaHo. B ceMbe /l0JITOPYKUX
eVHCTBa He OBLJIO: OH OCTaJICI OGWH CO CBOMM
IIO/IO’KHBIM ITMCHbMOM, Ha KOTOPOe HUKTO U IJIf-
IleThb He XOTeJl.

Nma mapuisl EBLokuu ®ef0pOBHEL IIPOHEC-
JIOCh OBLIIO II0 COOpaHMI0, HO ceiluyac ke U 3a-
MoJIKJI0. CTapasi, yMHUparoIiast MOHaXWH, YTO 7K
9TO OyzeT? Ilapulia Ha /Ba [JHs, a II0OTOM OISIThH
TO Xe! IlecapeBHy EsnsaBeTy pake Kak OyATO
COBCEM I103a0BLIH.

OmuH KHA3b MuTpuii MuxaiaoBuu ['ou-
IIbIH YIIOPHO MoJyas. OH BBDKH/AJI BpeMs, KO-
I7la BCe YCIIOKOATCSI HAaCTOJILKO, YTO CTaHYT ero
CJIyllaTh, ¥ BOT, BeIOpaB yZ00HYI0 MHUHYTY, OH



BCTaJI CO CBOEr0 MeCTa M 3ar0BOPHJI POBHBIM,
TPOMKHKM T0JIOCOM O TOM, uTO goM Iletpa I 1pe-
cexcda co cMepTrio IleTpa II, ¥ 110 CIIpaBeIINUBO-
CTH He0OXO0IUMO IIepelTH K CTaplleil JUHUH, TO
eCcThb K JIMHUU I1apsg MBaHa AjiekceeBrua. CTap-
IIyI0 0Yb ero, IlapeBHY ExaTepHHy, BHIOpaTh
TPYZAHO, OHa 3aMy>KeM 3a IrepIlioroM MeKJIeHOYPI-
CKHMM, a BTOpas [04Yb, AHHA, IepIIOTHHSA KYp-
JIIHJ/ICKasl — BJI0Ba, CBOOOAHA U O/lapeHa BCeMH
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM, HeOOXOJUMBIMHU [JI1 MOHAPXU-
HH.

Anekceli I'puropbeBUY KHUHYJCA OBLIO K
HeMy, eMy X0TeJIOCh 3aAyIIHUThL ero, caM OH U He
BCIIOMHHJI IIPO 6efHYI0 KYPJIAHZCKYIO I'ePI[OTH-
HIO ¥ BOOOPAa3sUTh He MOI, YTO OHa IBUTCS COIIEP-
HUIIEH ero Jo4YepH, HO KHA3L AJIEKCeH yaepsKall-
ca. OH c y»KacoM yBH7eJ, KaK BCe COOMparoTcsa
KpyroM l'oyiMIIbIHA, KaK BCe KpHYaT: «TakK, Tak!
KoneuHo, U paccyxpaTb 60Jibllle Heuero! BriOu-
paeM AHHY». «AHHa! AHHAa!» — TOJIBKO H CJIBIIIIA-
JIOCH B 3acefaHuu BepxoBHoro CoBeTa.

TsoKeJIple IBepH PacTBOPHJIMCHL M Ha IIOpoOTe
3aJIbl II0Kasasiach I10JIHas, 6ylefHOIMIIaA Urypa
6apoHa AHpes iBaHoBUYa OcTepMaHa.

— W g 1mogar CBOM roJioC 3a repIioruHI0 Kyp-



JITHICKYI0! — IIPOTOBOPMJI OH. — YV OLHOU y Hee,
II0 MHEHHUI0 MOeMYy, 3aKOHHOe U HeOCIIOpHMOoe
IIpaBo BJIaZeTh PYCCKUM IIPECTOJIOM.

AJjtexces /IOJITOPYKOIO POJACTBEHHHUKU [OJIK-
HBI OBLIM BBIBECTH U3 3aJIbl 3aCeflaHUsd: caM OH
Y>K UATU He MOT. OH 6e3yMHO IJIsA[esl Ha BCeX U
LIIeIITas CJIoBa HEIIOHATHEIE.

A B 3TO BpeMs «paspyllleHHas IlapcKasi HeBe-
cTa» rHaJla BCeX OT cebsl, HUKOTO K ce6e He BIIYC-
KaJja: CHjeJsa, 3allepllich, B CBOMX KOMHAaTax.
Kakue MyKH BBIHeC/Ja OHa, KaKWe MBICJIU IIPO-
IIIJIU B TOJIOBE ee, HUKTO O TOM He Bejas, Ja U
HUKTO Tellepb O Hell W He AyMmasl 6osblire. Kax-
IBbIA ObLI 3aHAT CBOMM JIMYHBIM I'OpeM, CBOUMU
OITIACeHUSAMH, U CTOH CTOSI II0 MOCKBe OT 3TOro
JIMYHOTO T'OpSL.

He usber ero u oM IllepeMeTeBBHIX: B 3TOM
ZioMe B I'po0y ITapuyeBOM JierKajla IIOKOMHUIIA: 6a-
oyirka HaTasibu BOpHUCOBHBL.

U He 3Hasa OenHasa HeBecTa VBaHa Jloropy-
KOI0, 0 4eM el 6oJibllle IIeYaJIUuThCA; O CMEPTH
JI 1o6port 6a6yIIKU, U 0 CMEPTH UMIIEpPaTo-
pa. Uysiio cepaue HaTanbu BOpHUCOBHEI, UTO Oe-
IbI TOJILKO ellle HAUMHAKTCS, UTO BIIepeIu OJHO
rope. Il;makasa oHa ¥ CTOHAJa JeHb IIeJbIi, U



HUKTO He MOT ee yTellluTh. OHa XOPOIIIO0 IIpe/BU-
JleJia, UTO He OCTaBAT Tellepb B IIOKOe ee Jpyra
MUJIOTO, 4YTO II0rU6 OH. PoHEIE ee yroBapUBaJIHy,
IIPeJCTaB/IIM €M, UTO OHa ellle YeJI0BEK MOJIO-
IO U Heuero Tak 6e3pacCy/fHO COKpPYyILIaTh Cebs.
MO>KHO 3TOMY >Ke€HHUXY 0TKasaThb, eCJIH eMy XyZ0
OyzeT; MaJyIio JIM KeHUXOB y Hee Hauzerca. Ho
OHAa C y»KacoM IIpOCHJIa POJHBIX MOJIYaTh U He
3aMKaTbCd el 0 TaKOM II030pHOM Jiejie; He I
CJIaBbl, 60raTcTBa M IIOUeCTed pellnsach OHa
BBIUTH 3a KHa34 BaHa.

— He Mory 4 corjlacUThCa TaKOMY 0eCcCOBecCT-
HOMY coBeTy! — TBepzuia oHa. — OHOMY OT[a-
Jla CBOe CcepAlle, UT00 JKUTh U yMepeTb BMecCTe, a
IPYyroMy YK HeT y4yacTus B JII060BU Moel. Hetr y
MeHs TOU IIPUBBLIYKY, UTOO CErOfHs JIIOOUTH Of-
HOTO, a 3aBTpa Apyroro! — ¥ CHOBA OHa IlJIaKaJa,
U KOHIIa He OBLJIO CjIe3aM ee.

«OH-TO UTO Teleph, OH-TO, HECYACTHBIM, KaK
MYYUTCSI? — IyMajia OHa. — XOThb ObI HA MUHYT-
Ky ero yBUAATh!»

Ho xHA3b VBaH He IT0Ka3bIBaJICSd; OH OBLI IIPU
rpobe uMIepaTopa.

BoT u nmeHp Ipullles cTpalrHbli. Celyac IIo-
Be3yT MUMO [Bopa IllepemeTreBbIX rocyzaps. C



ONYyXIIMMHU TIJla3aMH, H3My4YeHHas, Ha cebs
HeII0X0sKad, I0JI0lIIa K OKOIIKYy HaTtanbsa bopu-
COBHA, K CTeKJIy IIPpUJIbHYyJIa U 3aMepJa. Bugur
OHa, II0 yJIulle YK MeJJIeHHO IIOABUIAeTCs TOp-
JKeCTBeHHas IIpolleccus. BOT IIpoXopdaT AyXOB-
Hble 0COOBI: MHO>KECTBO apxuepeeB, apXUMaH/-
PUTOB U BCAKOIO AYXOBHOrO 4YMHY. [IoTOM HecyT
roCyJapCTBeHHble TrepObl, KaBaJlepuH, Op/eHa
pasHble, KOPOHBL. BOT U rpob6. A mepez rpo6om
UzeT KHA3b VBaH AJjlekceeBUY, HeCeT Ha IIO/YIII-
Ke KaBaJjlepHuH. /IBoe JIo/iel KaKUX-TO BeyT ero
IIOJl PYKH, «caM, BUIHO, ociabes coBceM, Gep-
HbIM». C/Ie3bl 3aCTHJIAKOT IJIa3a ee, IPyAb JAaBUT
OT PBIJaHHUM, HO BCe OHAa CMOTPHT, He OTPBIBAsICh
CMOTPHUT Ha CBOEro HecyacTHOro Apyra. ErmaHua
Ha HeM TpaypHasd, IIpef/InHHad: ¢Jiep Ha LUIAIle
ZI0 3eMJIM, BOJIOCA PacCIIyIeHbl, caM Tak OJiefieH.
«HUKaKo#! B HEM HeT )KUBOCTH».

BOT 110 pOBHAJICA OH C OKHOM, M3 KOTOPOIO
OHa IJISIJUT, B3IJISHYJI Ha Hee OIIYXIIIUMU OT CJIe3
IJ1a3aMHU — M MaxHYJI pyKOI. Bce 3aKpBLIOCH I1e-
pen Hatanweit bopucoBHO#. Co CTOHOM yIiaja
OHAa Ha OKOIIIKO U JIMIIIHUJIACh YYBCTB.

C 3Toll MHUHYTBEl KOHUMJIACH e€e IIpPe’KHAA
JKU3HBb, Beceslas )KU3Hb [[eBUYbs, KOHUMUJIOCH ee



cyacTbe MUMOJIETHOE, Havajach HOBas >KU3Hb,
CTpalllHas, TaKas CTpallHasi, YTO eCcIu 6 OHa MOT-
Jla BCIHO ee IIpeJBHUJeTb, Mosuaa 661 06 OJHOM
TOJIbKO bora: B3sis1 651 OH ee IIOCKOpee.

Bcien 3a BoIlapeHHeM UMIIepaTPUIILl AHHBI
HoaHHOBHEI Ha4yaJsIOCh IIpecief0BaHre MHUMBIX
U SIBHBIX BparoB ee: KOHEYHO, IIpeXKe BceX, JloJI-
ropykux. O6BUHIWIN UX B TOM, YTO OHU He Oeper-
JIA 3[I0pOBbe TOCyZAapsd U OBLIM IIPUUYMHOK0 €ro
paHHel cMmepTH. U moBTOpHMiIack Hax /l0JIrOpy-
KUMU cyabba MeHIIUKOBEBIX. [Io TOM ke fopore
IIOLIIX OHH, ¥ KOHYMJIOCH UX CTPAHCTBHUE TsKe-
JILIMU UCHBITaHUAMH, BCIKUMU OOHJaMU U MY-
YeHHeM, OKOHUMJIOCHh TeM >Ke [JaJleKUM CHOUp-
CKHMM OCTPOBOM, I/ie CTOSJI JOMUK, IIOCTPOEHHBIN
AJtekcaHapoM /laHUTI0OBUYEM.

I'pad¢una Hatasbpgd BopucoBHa, HECMOTpPsS Ha
BCe MOJIBOBI U Jja’ke YIrpo3bl POAHBIX CBOUX, He
OTKasaJlaCh OT >KeHUXa, U BCel CBOEH [0JIrou
CTpajajbueCcKOH JKU3HBI0 JJOKa3aja CBeTy, UTO B
JII0OBU BepHa OHa. /laibHeMI1ast UCTOpUs /[0JITo-
PYKHX MOKET COCTaBUTH IIpeAMeT MHOI'HX pac-
CKa30B, HO co cMepThio IleTpa II HAII pacckas
OKOHYeH. «Pa3pyIiieHHas HeBecTa» OblIa IIPUYH-
HOI0 OKOHYaTeJIbHOM I'besid POJHBIX CBOUX U B



TOM yucJie 6pata. OHa 0TOMCTHJIA UM, KaK JaBHO
0 ToM MeuTaJsia. CaMa OHa BO BCe BpeMs I1apCTBO-
BaHUA AHHBI M0OaHHOBHBI HaXOJHWJIACh B TsDKe-
JIoO¥ ccpuike. Ho mMmneparpunia EnnsaseTa Bep-
HyJla ee B PoccHIo, OKpY>KHJIa IIPEXKHUM 6Jiec-
KOM U BestmuyueM. KaTeprHa AjlekceeBHa BEpHY-
Jlacb KO JBOPY IIOCTapeBIlIel0, U3MEeHHUBIIIEHCH,
HO HEeM3MEHHBLIM 0CTaBaJIOCh ee Top/ioe Cepalle.
OHa BBIILIA 3aMy’X 3a Irpada Bproca M CKOpoO
yMepJia OT CHJILHOM IIPOCTYZAEI. IlocaenHie ciIo-
Ba ee Iepef KOHYWMHOM OBLIIN: «COKIUTe BCe MOU
IUIaThd U Hapsabl — He X04y, 4YT0O KTO-HUOYAb
HOCHJI UX II0CJIe MEHS!»

CMyTHOe IIepex0JHOe BpeMs PYCCKOro O6IIfe-
CTBa, BBI3BAHHOIO0 K HOBOM >KH3HU reHHreM Ilet-
pa BesMKOro, Co3fayio IIeJIBIM Ppsf, CTPAIIHBIX
opam. Ilepes HaMM IIPOXOAAT BepeHUIIBI BUHOB-
HBIX ¥ HeBUHHBIX KePTB 00II[eCTBEHHOIO pasJla-
Zia, 1 HeBOJIbHO C)KMMaeTcs ceplie, BCIIOMHHAas
CyZb0y MHBIX UUCTBIX U CBETJIBIX JIIOZeH, 6e3Bpe-
MeHHO ITorubmmux. Cpefu sTUX 00pasoB CTOUT U
IOHBIM uMmIlepaTop. IIpuposa 6oraTto opmapmiia
ero; B Ipyroe BpeMs, B IPYTUX 006CTOATeIbCTBAX,
IIPpYA JPYTOM BOCIIMTaHUM U3 HEro, MOXKeT OBITH,
BBIIIIeJI OBl JOCTOMHBIN IIpeeMHUK BeJIMKOIO Jie-



na. Ho cynb6a peliniia MHaue, U OH J0JDKEH ObLI
IIOTUOHYTb.

JloJIropyKue BIIOJIHE 3aCJOy>KUJIU CBOIO Kapy.
OIDUH TOJILKO M3 HUX, KHI3b IBaH AJjieKCeeBUY,
HCKYIIMJI BCe I'PeXHU CBOeH IOHOCTHU. CTpPOro Cy-
IUTH MBI ero He MOKeM. MBI BHUIUM €ero BIIO-
CJIeICTBUM AOOPHIM M YECTHBIM MY’KeM, UCTHH-
HBIM, TepIeJWBBIM XPUCTHAHUHOM. IIpUroBoO-
PEHHEBINT K YeTBepPTOBAHMWIO, OH BCTPETUJI ITY
CTpalllHYK KasHb C BeJHUYaMNIIUM IyIIeBHBIM
CIIOKOMCTBUEM. TBEpPALIM I'0JIOCOM HaydaJl OH II0-
CJIeJHIOI0 MOJIUTBY B TO BpeMs, KaK OTPYyOHUIH
eMy PYKY, ¥ KOHYMJ MOJIUTLCSA JIUIIL TOIZA, KO-
rZia TOJI0BA €ro OTAeJHuIach OT TyJoBUIA. 1 ero
MBI JTOJDKHBI IPUYHUCIUTE K O0€3BUHHBIM JKEepT-
BaM CTPAaIIHOIO BpeMeHH!.

Ho 1ociemHee CJI0OBO Hallle IIPHUHAIJIEKUT
JKeHe ero, Hatasbpe bopucoBHe, ITeUaJIbHAasd CyIb-
6a KOTOPOM XOpOIII0 3HAKOMa PyCCKOMY Hapoy.
OHa ocTasack B IIaMATHU HAPOSHOM CBETJIBIM
HeaJioM UMCTOM OYIIOI0 >KEHIIWHEI, JKeHBI, Ma-
Tepu U XPUCTUAHKU. BCIO KM3HEL CBOIO Tepliesa
OHa rope 3a ropeM; CKoHuYajach B KueBe MOHa-
xuHen. IlociemHue cioBa ee, 3allMCaHHBLIE €l
repes KOHUMHOM, OBLIU: «OCTaBUTEe II0 CMEPTHU



MOeH, IIPoJIerTe CJIe3bl, BCIIOMHS MOK 0e/[CTBEH-
HYI0 ’KH3Hb. BCAKOTO XpUCTHAHUHA IIPOIIY CKa-
3aTh, BCIIOMHSI MeHs, cjlaBa Bory, UTO OKOHYU-
JIach ee >KHU3Hb, He JILIOTCA YK TOKH CJIe3 U He
B3[BIXaeT Cephrie eex.

Ee Tesio morpebeHO IIpy caMOM BXOJle B KHUe-
BO — II€UEePCKYI0 JIaBpy, PSAAOM C TpoboM ee
MJIQZIIIIeTO ChIHA, paHHSSI CMepPTh KOTOPOro Oblia
IIOCJIeJHUM ee ropeM. Hanamucu Ha MOTMJIBHOMR
IJINTe Telleph He CYyIiecTByeT. MHOIO JIHOAeHR
OPOXOAUT HaJ IPaXxoM MHOTOCTPaZalbHOM KeH-
IINHBI, He 3Has, UYTO 37IeCh ee MOTHJIa, HO ee UM
He yMpeT — OHO 3aCJIy>KHJI0 6eccMepTHe.



Bcesonop Cepreesny Conosbes (1849 —
1903) — nonynApHeini B KOHLIE NPOoLLNOo-
ro BeKa nucartenb, a Takxe MosT, KpUTWK
W KypHanuct. Ero nctopuyeckue pomaHbi
OTNWYaNWUCb KPacouyHbiM  W30bpaXKeHnem
CTapWHbl 1 ApaMaTyHocTblo Gabynbl, HO
B Hallel CTpaHe O4YeHb AOAr0 He W3jaBa-
nuce. PomaH «lOHblii MMnepaTtop» noBe-
CTBYET O KpaTKOBPEMEHHOM LiIapCTBOBaHUMN
rocypapa-otpoka [Metpa Il — ABOpLOBbIX
MHTPMWIrax Toro nepvopga, narybHom enuannm

$aBoOpPUTM3Ma W NNYHOI KN3HW KOHOTO UM-
repaTopa, Co CMepTbio KOTOPOTa MpeKkpaTy-
Nacb My>KcKasl NIMHWSA goMa POMaHOBbIX.
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