MNMOTHOE COBPAHWE COYMHEHIV BCEBONOOA CO/TOBBEBA KHUIMA
41-5//

FB2: “rvvg ”, 21 December 2014, version 1.0

UUID: 65973B87-C414-42F8-8026-34E35DDOEE26

PDF: fb2pdf-j.20180924, 29.02.2024

Bcesonon Cepreesuy Conosbes

Bonpoc
(Mposa)

BceBostos; CoJIOBBEB TaK U OCTaJICI B TEHHU CBOUX 6Gojee
3HaMeHUTHIX oTna (uctopuka C. M. CosloBbeBa) U MJIAJ-
mrero 6pata (¢puimocoda U moara Biaagumupa Cosl0BbLEBA).
Ho cKpOMHOe MeCTO HCTOPUYECKOIo be/IeTpUCTa B UCTO-
pUM pPYCCKOM JIATepaTyphl 3a HUM, 6e3yCJIOBHO, COXpa-
HUTCSL.

ITomumo HCTOPHUYECKUX POMAHOB IIPEACTAaBJIAIOT KHTEPEC
BOCIIOMHHaHHA



CopepxaHue

0004
I 0008
IO 0012
IV 0017
Vo 0022
VI 0028
VIL. 0032
VIIL. . 0036
X 0039
X 0045
XL 0051
XIL. 0055
XIIL. .o 0061
XIV 0064
XV 0069
XVI. 0073
XVIL. o 0078
XVIIL. . 0083



Bc. C. CONNOBbEBD
BOIMNPOCD



MaTB]BEB'B CcUAbIb BB CBOEeMBb KabuHeTh y 610-
po u cobIlHO JONUCHIBab OTBHTH Ha
nbJIoBOE TIHUCHMO, IIOJIy4YeHHOEe UMb Ch Bedepa.
HeGosplrie 4yackl M3b TeMHAaro Mpamopa, IIO-
CTaBJIeHHbIEe HA KaMUHb MeXXy IBYXb CTapbIXb
Ba3b, IPOOMIN [eBITh. M3 OKHA Ha GHOPO IIa-
Iaab CBbLTH GsbJHAr0o 3MMHSATO yTpa U KaKb Obl
JbHUBO pacIUIbIBasICd II0 Bcell KoMHaTh. JTa
KOMHAaTa, Cb TEMHO-ChbphIMU 060sIMHU, CH Mebe-
JBIO, o6HuTOM I10JI0CaThIMb, HbCKOJIBKO
BBIIBbLTIIIUME peIicoMb, Cb IIOTEPTHIMB KOBPO-
Mb U IByMs KHIDKHBIMH IIIKallaMU, I'lh KHUT'B
OBLJIO CIHIIKOME MHOIO, TaKh 4YTO OHb eaBa
noMbIaanuck, — IIPOX3BOUIIA JTOBOJILHO
HeIIpiloTHOe BIleuaTibHie.

BugHO OB1JI0, UTO YeJIOBLKD, YKUBIIIHN 30LCh U
paboTaBIlliii, HUUYThL He 3a00THMJICI 00D YZ00-
CTBaXb U KpacoTh cBoed 0OGCTAHOBKHU, a OBITh
MO>KeTDh, Jake COBCbMB U He 3aMbuairb ee. Of-
HO TOJIBKO, CpeIH 3TOM YHBLJIOM KOMHATHI, 6PO-
caJIoCh BB IJla3a: Ha cThHb, mlepeqs 610po, BB JI0-
poro#i pamb, KpacoBajicd OOJIBIIION IIOPTPETH,
HHUCaHHBIA MAaCJIIHHBIMU KpackaMHd. Chb II0JIOT-



Ha 04YeHb >KHBO TJISIhJIO JUYUKO MOJIOJIEHbKOMN
JKEHIIIWHEI, IIpUUYecKa U Hapsaqbh KOTOPBIUA IT0KA-
3bIBaJIM, UTO IOPTPeTH CAbJIaHBb He Tellepb, a
JbTH ABAAIATE TOMY Hasagb.

Camb MaTBheBE KaKb HEJIB3S 00JIBIIIE IIOIXO-
OUWIb Kb 00I]eMy TOHY 3TOro KabrHeTa. Bcs ero
¢urypa ToKe roBOpHIa, UYTO OHb He 3a60TUTCS O
CcBOel BHbIITHOCTH, He 3aMbyaeTh ee. Ero IJIHH-
HBIN, PasCTerHyTHIM CIOPTYKb, BBHILIEAIIIN H3b
MozAbl GacoHb BOPOTHHUYKA, HACKOPO IIOBSI3aH-
HBIU TaJICTyXh, — Cpasy II0KAasbIBaJH, YTO €My
HeKOr7lia Wik HbTh 0XOTHI IIOIyMaTh O TyaJeTh.
HeGpexHOoCTh Obl1a 3aMbTHA U BB TaBHO HEIIO[-
CTPM>KEHHBIXD BOJIOCAX'h, HEPOBHBIA IIPANU KO-
TOPBIXb JIOKWJIUCH Ha BOPOTHUKH CIHOPTYKA, U
BB Uepesuyp’s AJIUHHOM, HEI'yCToMu 60poah.

OfHaKo, IIpU BCel 9TOM HEOPEXKHOCTU U Jarke
IIOYTH OIYIIleHHOCTH, MaTBbeBH BCe Ke IIPOU3-
BOAWIG BIledyaT/ibHie HacCTOAIaro «bapuHa».
EMy 6BLIO 3a COpPOKB JbTh, HO OHB KasaJcd,
HeCMOTpPsI Ha KaKb Obl YTOMJIEHHBIM BUAB €r0
JIMIA, a, OBITh MOYKeTh, U OJyiarofaps HUMEHHO
3TOMY BHUJY, — MOJIOYKe CBOET0 BO3pacTa.

MaTBbeBb I0IIHCATD IIUCHhMO, 3aKJIEHIh KOH-
BepTh, B3IJIIHY/JIb Ha 4Yackl U IIOTIHYJICA Bb



Kpecsb. IIoTOMB €ro B3IJISAB OCTaHOBHJICA Ha
KOCOMB KOXXaHOMB OQyTIApPYUKD, JIeKaBIIEeMb
3a OOJIBIIIOM MPaMOPHOM UYepHUIbHUIEH. OHB
IIPUIIOIHAJICA Cb Kpecja, IOABUHYJIBL KT cebb
GYTIAPB, OTKPBLITE €r0 ¥ HbCKOJIBKO CEKYHAD Chb
BUIUMBIMDB  Y/I0BOJIbCTBieMBb  PasI/IAABIBAID
CBEpKaBIIii Ha TeMHO-CHHeMb 0OapxaTh
IIUPOKIA OpacyieTsh, yYKpalleHHbIH KPYIHBIMU,
yucThiilliesi BoAbl 6prLtiaHTaMu. IIoTOMB OHB
CHOBA 3almepdb QYIIIPD U IIPUKPBUIL €ro OyMa-
TaMH.

Terrepp Ha JIb  ero  BBIpaXkaaocCh
HeTepIibHie. OHB CUAbIB, IIOCTYKUBAas I1ajblia-
MH O PY4YKy Kpecja. OHB JKIaab K IIPUCIYIIH-
BaJICH.

Y BOTH OH'B pascbIlIadh Jerkie mard. /isepb
oTBopuiaack. Ilepenb HUMB OblLIa CTPOMHAsA
AbBYIIKa, BCA ellle Po30oBast U CBbKast 0TH YMBI-
BaHbs, ellle IIaXHyBIIasg AYLIUCTHIMB MBLIJIOME;
HO y>Xe COBCbMB U IIO-IIpasfHUYHOMY onbTast
Bb HOBOMDB, Ch HIOJIOUKH, ILJIaThbb cBbTIIarO,
HeompeabjeHHaro nBbTa, Bb CKIaJ04YKaxb, KPY-
JKeBLIaXhb U JIEHTOYKaxXb. Y Hero Ipu ed BXoAab
SIBUJIOCH TaKoe OIllyllleHie, KaKb OYATO BCSI KOM-
HaTa cpasy ocBbTHIaCh.



— Tl TOTOBB?! U 51 TOXKe TOTOBA... U KOde TO-
TOBB! — IPOroBopwia AbBYIIIKAa 3BOHKHUMB TIO-
JIOCOMb.

OHB IIPpUBJIEKD ee Kb cebb, U oHa, 3a6BIBB O
TOMbB, UYTO MOJKETHh CMITH HOBEHbLKOE ILJIaThe,
IIOYTH yIaja Kb HeEMY Ha KobHU. OHa IIOPBIBU-
CTO U KpbIIKO 006BHJIA €ro IIel0 pyKaMU U IIPH-
»KaJIach Kb ero Iekhb rojoBoro.



a 4YTO ’Ke Thl MeHs aymuink!.. Hy, IIoKa-

JKUCh... JTad, 1 Tebs NOoIbJiylo.. 4ecTb
umblo TO3paBUTHL HOBOPOXKAeHHYI0!.. Maliia, 1a
YTO Kb 9TO, HAKOHEIlb, TaKoe?!

Ho ona Hu4ero He caymasa. OHa Bce KpbIrgye
CKMMaJla ero Ier pyKaMHu, Bce KpbItue Kb HEMY
nprKuMasiacb. HakoHeIrh, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA,
4TO0 eMy, AbWCTBUTENbHO, 00JbHO M IIOYTH
HeubMb AplaTh. Torga oHa OBICTPO pasrkasia
PYKH, IIOBEepHYyJIa TOJIOBY U CTajla ero IhjoBaTh
BB JI00OB, BB IJIa3a, Bb I[eKH, TPOMKHUMH U Ya-
CTBIMH, COBCbMB IbTCKUMU IOLILIYSIMU.

U BB TO Xe BpeMs, KaKb ObI II0 KAKOMY-TO 4y-
ThI0, OIUHD KPYIJIbIF, TEMHO-ChPBIN IJIa30Kb €4,
OIIYIIIEHHBIU AJIUHHBIMU phCHUITaMU, TaK'b TaKU
IpPSAMO M OCTAaHOBWICA Ha QyTysaph, IIOIYIIPU-
KpBITOMB OymaraMu. MaTBheBBb ceHyach ke
3aMbTHIB 9TO.

— AXTB THI, Jiuca! — BOCKJIMKHYJIH OHE Bece-
JIBIMb, COBCbMB MOJIOILIMB T'OJIOCOMb:- VKb II10-
4uysia... Hy, 6epy, 6epu.

Marirra He 3acTaBWiIa JKOaTh: OHA BCIIPLITHYJIA
U, BO MTHOBEHie 0Ka, He TOJIbKO QYTJISIpD ObLIH



y Hed BB PyKaxb, HO U OpacieTh OKasasCd
HagbTBIMB Ha es1 TOHKYI0, PO30BYIO PYKY.

— Ilariouka, Iaroukal! — IIOYTH B3[bIXasa
OHa OTH BOCTOpra, pasrysgAbiBas GpacyeTsh:- IIa-
Ioyxal.. g 3HaJsIa, 4To ThI IIOJAPHUIIL MHb UTO-HU-
Oyab Takoe... 1 3HaJja, 4TO Thl ObLIBL Y Pabep-
JKe... HO 3TO... HbTH, 3TO TakKasl IIpeJsiecTh!. A
OopwtiaHTel! Tocriogy, 1 HUKOTJA TaKUXDb U He
BuaeiBaJial.. ITamouka! 3To gaske C/IUIIKOMGb...
CJIUIIIKOM'B XOpPOIIIO... IIPaBo!..

OHa oIIATh II0BHUCJIA Y Hero Ha Iiekb.

Ho eli Hazio OBLIO ellle XOPOILIEHLKO II0JIH60-
BaTbCd UYyAEeCHBIMB IOoJapkKoMb. OHa ocTaBuUJIa
OTIIa, IIOJOILIa Kb OKHY, IIOJHIA PYKY U, CKJIO-
HUBB TOJIOBY, IIOJIYyOTKPHIBB COYHBIA TYOKU U
HEMHO>KKO IIpUIIyps IJ1a3a, Iaabia, KaKb Ilepe-
JINBAIOTCH OTHU OPUJLIIaHTOB.

MatBbeBb He CIIycKalb Chb Hesd Ij1as3b. I10To-
Mb OHBb MTHOBEHHO II06/bAHbIBL U IlepeBesrb
B3IVIIAh Ha OOJBIION IIOPTPeTh HaLb O610po.
OHb, AbUCTBUTENBHO, BB 3Ty MHUHYTY ObLIH
O4YeHb IIOXO0KM [Jpyrs Ha Jpyra.. OHB
11o6sbaubaE ellle 60Jibllle U 3aKPbUIH JIUIO PY-
KaMHU.

Mai1rra KMHyJIaCh Kb HEMY.



— Ilamoyka... MUJIBIH... UTO Ch TOOO?!

OHa CHUJIOX0 pasBeJia ero PyKH U yBUAbJIA, UTO
BCe JIUII0 er0 BB CJle3ax’b, UTO CJIe3bl, OfHA 3a
IPYrol, TaKb U KaTdTCd [0 IeKaMb U 60pofgb.
Mamia coBCcbMB  pacTepsiacb; OHa  TOXe
nobubaubia, omycTwiachk Iepeqb HHUMBb Ha
KosbHY, He 3Has, YTO CKasaTh, 4To cabiaThk. OHa
HUKOTZAa He BUJIajIa OTLIa TAKUMb, U la’ke el Bb
TOJIOBY He IPUXOAWJIO, UYTO OHBb MOYKETH ILIa-
KaTh.

— Te6kb... Teb6b cerogHss BoceMHaAIATh JbTh...
U ed Torjga 6bLI0 BOCEMHA/ATh, — €/IBa CJIBIIII-
HO IIPOLIeNTaa b OHb. — /[bBOUKa MOSL... )KU3Hb
Mos!

OHB IIOPBIBUCTO, IIOYTU 6E€3yMHO OXBaTUIb
pykKamMu MallliHy ToJIOBY U 3apbIJalb.

Martia coBcbMB 3aMepIia, fake IbIIIATH 00S-
Jlach, ¥ TOKe IlJIaKasIa.

Ho oHB 6BICTPO OYHYJICS, CAMB BCTaIb U IIOJ-
HsIB Mary.

— HbT®... mponwio... 3a4bMBb!.. — pacTepssHHO
U 60/IpsICh IIPOTOBOPUIL OHB. — [lolijleMb IIUTh
Kode...

OHB c1ab0 yIBIOHYJICS, TPIXHYJID IOJIOBOK U
BBIIIIeJ’b U3b KabuHeTa. Mallia po6Ko ¥ CMYILeH-



HO IIoNLJIa 3a HUMB, pra/:(Koﬁ BBIHHMasi IIJIaTO-
Kb U CTapasiChb He3aMbTHO BBITEPETH CBOU CJIE-
3BI.



HU IIPOIIH JAOBOJBHO O0JIBIIYIO 3271y Ch PO-

SJIeMb, BBICOKMMHU IThJIBHBIMU 3epKajJlaMU U
JIETKOM MebesIbl0, KPBITHI MaJMHOBBIMD IIITO-
$oMB; IIOTOMB MaJIeHbKYH TOCTHUHYIO, Haps-
HYI0, U KOKeTJIUBYI0, O0JIbIIIe ITI0X0KYI0 Ha Oyy-
apb, ybMb Ha TOCTUHYH. PpaHITy3CKil KOBEPD
Hb)KHaro prcyHKa BO BCI0O KOMHATy, HU3eHbKas
Msrkass Mebesb, BCEBO3MOYKHAro poja XUTPO
pacIiUThIA TMOAYIIEUYKW U IIyQbl, AYIIKUCTHIE
rialivHTEI BB )KapAUHbepKax'b, BCIOY KPaCHUBBIS
6e3abayku. BUAHO 6BLJI0, YTO Bb 9TOMb YroJIKb
He TO, YTO Bb KabuHeTh, uTo 34bCh 0 KpacoTth u
yA06CTBL OYeHB 3a60TATCS, UTO 34bCH pacIops-
’KaeTcs 6aJl0BaHHAas X03gUKa.

— Kakp cwibHO maxHeTh IBbTamm... de-
pesuypb... 9TO [Ja)ke BpegHO! — cKasalb
MaTtBbeBD, oOcTaHABIUBAACS.

Maiia BCTpelleHyJlach U, Cb HbBCKOJIIBKO Ha-
IIyCKHOM BeCeJ0CThI0, BOCKJIUKHYJIA:

—/la, Bbab, TBHI caMb Beabilb Buepa
nepeMbHUTH BCh TrialfUHTHI U ellle IIpHUbaBUTh! A
3TO... IOCMOTPH-KA, UTO 3a IIpesIeCTh!

OHa 1nog6brkasia Kb CTOJIMKY, BEIHYJIA U3 BO-



bl O0JIBIIION OYKeTH JIaHZBIIIEH U, BIIMBasg Bb
ce0s1 OIIbIHSIOIIN 3allaX’b, IIOJAHECIA Kb OTITY.

— Bbap, aTo Mom Jr06uMEBIE HBLTEHL.. KaKb
nax"HeTs! CoBcbMBb 6yaTo jsbTo... ¥ Jbch... Ilo-
HIoxau! uyzmo!

— OTKypma-xe aTo?

— He 3Haro... b 1mosvaca, Kakb IIpUHECIH, a
OTH KOTO — He CKasayd. [I[prHeCH IT0CHLIbLHBIN,
OTHATh U yIIIedb.

Eciim 661 MaTBheBH OBLIL BHUMAaTeJbHbe,
OHDB celyach ke 0b YBUAbJD II0 I1asaMb Ma-
i, u3bbraBImUME BCTphUM CH ero B3IVIAIOMB,
YTO OHA JDKETH, UYTO eCJIM OHa Jla’ke U He 3HAeTh
HaBbpHOE, TO, BO BCAKOMD Ciaydab, JorazbIBaeT-
cs, KTO 3TO IIPHCJIATDb €U ed JIIoOMMble IBLTHI.
Ho MatBbeBs HUUero He 3aMbTwiIb. OHB
pa3chsiHHO OHIOXaI'b JIAHJBIIIU U IIPOIIETD Bb
CTOJIOBYIO.

TamMb, 3a YaWHBIM'B CTOJIOM'b, IIPUTOTOBJIIICH
pasiuBaTh Bb YalllKU Kode, cuabiia 04eHb VKb
IO’KWJlag U Ty4yHasd fama. JIUIo y Hes 6b1I0 006-
POAYIIIHOE, KpaCHOE, HO Bb TO Ke BpeMs UbMb-
TO, BUJIMO, CHJIbHO 03a004YeHHOe; Kapie riasa
TO U abyio Mopraju. OU TOPOIUIMBO IIOJHSAIACH
Ch MbCTa W IIOILIA Ch IPOTAHYTOM PYKOH bb



MaTtBheBy.

— IMosxpasigr, AnekcaHapsb CeprbeBuUus, Cb
HOBOPOXX[IeHHOM, — CKa3aJla OHa U, IIpU B3IJIAab
Ha HeTo, T0JIOCH esl JPOTHYIb.

— Cnacubo, Hacraceda IleTpoBHa, U Bach TO-
JKe II03/IpaBJISIO.

OHB KphIKO CXKalb ed IMyXJIyl PYyKy U OHHU
o0MbHSIMCE MTHOBEHHBIM'BL, B3aMMHO 0J1aro-
JapHLIMB B3IJISIIOMb, a 3aThMBb 06a HEBOJIBHO
IepeBeJsu Iy1a3a Ha Mairy.

Hacraces IleTpoBHA 3aTOpoIIMIach Ch Kode.
Marma nmogo6pasiack Kb HEM U MOJIda I10Ka3bIBa-
Jia CBOM 6pacyeTs.

Hacraced IleTpoBHa 1IeIIHYJIa:

— Ipesnects! [ yXb ero Buabiaa, — a cama Bb
3TO BpeMmd AyMasia:- «Bbab, ellle BeuepoMb OTH
deliHa TOJDKHBI ObIM BUHA U CUTaphbl IIPUCJIATH,
U BOTH [0 cel mopsl HbTh U HbLTH!.. JIroau Bch
3aHATHL... IBaHa IIOC/jIaTh, HeUero U AyMaTh...
IIpaykKa Herojgiika JoMa He HoudeBaJa... Jlusa y
MalleHbKU yOUpaeTs... Kydepb Cb HaMU — Bep-
HeMCd Bb IIepBOMB 4acy... U BAPYI'b Y PeiiHa 3a-
obL1H... Hy, Kb leHeKB!..»

PasroBop®s He Basajca. Ho BoTs Maitia, [o-
IIUBB CBOIO YaIlIKy, 06paTuIach Kb OTIY:



—Ilamma, a, Bbab, MBI ceiiyachk bIeMb Kb
06bmHb, BE KazaHckii?..

— U 51 6561 mobxaak Cb BaMU, /1a HEJIb3s. Y Me-
HS CEeTOAHS MOKJIaah Bb ITOJIOBUHL OJUHHA/IIA-
Taro.

OHB TOJIBKO Ceyach BCIIOMHUIB 00b 9TOMb
IOKJIaZb U YCUJIEHHO coobpakalb, BCh Ji 6yma-
I BB HOPSAaKb... «Bce Ke mmepecMOTphTh HazO...
A TO OIATH: ,He KaKeTCd JIU BaM'b, AOOphHIii
Anexcanapb CeprbeBuus, Bb 3TOM Qpasb Kakb
O6p1 HbKasi HETOYHOCTHL?..“ EMy Ipe[cTaBHIaCh
po3oBag, cidrolnasa JblcuHa, Bb 3Bb3abel Ha ¢Qop-
MeHHOMbB ¢pakb U AJIMHHBIN OTHUIM(POBAHHBIMN
HOT'OTb, YKa3bIBaIOIil Ha ,HbKOTOPYI HETOY-
HOCTB".

OHB B3IJISIHYJI'b Ha Yachl.

— Eciu bpete, To BaMb OBl Y2KBb U IIOpA... THI,
Bbb, elje CKOIBKO Oyzelb corupaThes!

— HbT, 9 ceriyach, MHL TOJIBKO TeILILII 0O-
THUHKHU U LIIUIIKY, — CKasasa Malia, BcTasla, B3s-
Ja 00bMMH pyKaMH TIOJIOBY OTIIA, KpbIIKO H
TPOMKO IIOIbJIOBajia €ro Bb JIOOb, U CKPhLIACH
U3b CTOJIOBOU.

Beabap 3a Hero mopHsiack M HacTtacks IleT-
poBHa. OHa, 6BLJIO, OCTAHOBUJIACH, BUAVMO, Ke-



Jlasg YTO-TO cKas3aTb MaTBhbeBy; HO, MCKOCa B3IJId-
HYBBb Ha Hero, HU4ero He ckasasja. HecmoTps Ha
cBoe MHoroiabTHee mpebbIBaHie BB JA0Mb U
HeusmbHHYI0 [06poTy MatrBheBa, oOHa ero,
HeusBbCcTHO 110UeMy, yImopHO 60s1achk. EX Takb
BCe U Ka3aJIoCh, KOI7la OHa caMa 4bMBb-HUOYIb
TPeBOXKUJIACh: ,A BAPYIr'b OHB pascepaurca? A
BIPYI'b OYAeTh HelpiaTHOCTL?“ II09TOMYy OHa U
Tellepb He phINIack COOOIUTL eMy CBOEro BCe
yCHWIMBIIAroca 6e3I0OKOMCTBA OTHOCUTEIBHO
deriHa. OHa-6b elfe cobpasack Chb JYXOMb U CKa-
3aJa, eciu-0b OH'B Kb Hel 00paTUiICd; HO OH'D es
He BUJbIB, He 3aMbyasb ed IIPUCYTCTBiA. OHB
cubiIb, IOHYPS T0JIOBY, 6€3C03HaTEJIHLHO KPOIlla
xXy1h0h ¥ IOTOMB COOMpPAast KPOIIIKHU.



IV

oMOH BepHyJICI MaTBheBb OKOJIO YeThIpexXb

4acoBb, U YyXe COBChbMB BB HHOMB
HacTpoeHiu. OH'b yCTalb, CUJIBHO IIPOTOJIOLAICH,
a TJIaBHOe, er0 OXBaTUJI0 Hen3MbHHOe 4YyBCTBO,
BOTH YyKe BOCeMHAaZlaTh JIbTH UCIIBIThIBAaeMOe
UMb IIpA BO3BpallleHid [OMOM: OHB XOThIb
ckophbe, kakb MOKHO ckophbe, yBuzsaTe Mamry. U
OHa, KaKb IIOYTH BCerja 3TO AbJiajia, 3acJIbIIla
3BOHOKB, Bb KOTOPOMb HUKOI/Ia He MOIJIA OILIU-
o6uThCs, BhIObyKasa HaBcTpbuy. MaTBheBBH BOC-
TOP>KEHHO, II0YTH 6J1aroToBbUHO, OIJIsIIbIb ee U
II0YYBCTBOBaJ'b, UTO €MY TeILJI0, XOPOIIIO U Bece-
JIO.

— Ilama, ciaBa bory, 4To THI TaKb PaHO Bep-
HyJICd, — CceMyachb-)Ke 3aroBopumiaa Marna:- 4
O4eHb 00sIach, YTO ThI CETOLHS OII03/aellb. MbI
HellpeMbHHO [OJ/DKHBI paHblle o00bJaTs, U
00b1b y7Ke TOTOBB. A TO HaMb He CIIPaBUTHCS.

Wps1 3a OTIIOMB 110 3aJ1b, OHA IIIeIIHYJIa eMY:

— Hacraces IleTpoBHa KaKb-TO 0COGEHHO Ce-
TOJIHA OIla3/iblBaeTh, TOBOPUTH: Iocblo, a caMa
HU b MbcTa.

Bapyrs oHa BCIIOMHUIA:



— AXb, IIalloyKa, BOooOpasu, Kakas [gocaja:
TesentHeBBI He OYAYTH BeuepoMb. Celiuach S I10-
Jydyusia oThb EjreHnl 3amucky — IleTs 3a60ibuab
U, Ka)KeTCs1, CKapJaaTHUHa.

—/la, g ciblllanab, CKapJaaTHHA O4YeHb XO-
OUTD 110 TOPOoay, — OTBbTHIE MaTBheBb:- TOJIb-
KO, TOBOPSITDH, BCe O0JIbIIe caMasd JierKas popMa.

— V’>KaCHO [10caiHo, 4YTO UXb He OyeTh!

— A TBI, Ka’KeTcs, OOHIIILCSI, YTO Ha TBOEMD
Beueph Masio 6yzeTs Hapoay? He Gesmokorics...
KaKb-0bI TOJILKO ITOMbCTHUTBCS!

OHB 0CTaHOBUJICS, OIJISIAbIIE 3aTTy.

— TyTh He 0YeHBL-TO pasTaHIlyelllbCs, — CKa-
3aJTb OHb.

— HbT, manmouka, HUYero, Bb ThcHOThH He BB
obuah, TUIIL OB BECEJIO OBLIO.

U omiaTh OH'B He 3aMbTHUIh, KaKb 110 es JIUITY
npobhbxaso  4TO-TO  0COGEHHOe, COBCHMB
HeOoOBbIYHOe, KaK'b OHa BCIIBIXHYJIA, U IJIa3a es 3a-
TYMaHUJINUCH, a B3TJIAb UXb OYATO YIIeTh Jajle-
Ko.

— Tak®b g ceryach IepeobHyCh, — CKa3aab
OH'b:- 4 THI BeJIU II0JIlaBaTh Ha CTOIb.

3a 06bgoMtb MaTBheBb CTalb erie Becesbe.
OHB cabaunrs, 6e3co3HaTeJIbHO, HO PaZioCTHO, 3a



KaXAbIM'b IBIDKeHieMb Mally, BCIyIIUBAJICI Bb
KaKAbIU 3BYKDB es ToJIoca, IIOAIIyYrBalb Halb
esd CTpaxoMb, YTO HHUKTO He IpibmeTs, HaTb
ThbMB, UTO OHAa HHMUYero He LCTh OTH BOJIHEHIS.
HakoHells, OHB Ja)ke pasckasanb Mamib u Ha-
cracbh IleTpoBHb 06 OTHOMB BECEJIOMb TAHIIO-
BaJIbHOM'b Beueph BO BpeMsI ero I0HOCTH.

JdTo OBLJIO BB OYeHb OoraToMp H
rocTenpiuMHOMB pAoMb, 1ab o0HH, emge He
OKOHYUBIITie Kypca I0HOIIM, TAHI[0OBAJIHU JI0 yIIa-
Iy U yXa)KUBaJIM 3a ISITHAJIIATH U IIeCTHa/IIA-
TU-TbTHUMHU AbBoUKaMU. OLUHD pasb BCSI MOJIO-
IIe7Kb, IIOCTOSTHHO OBIBaBIIasA Bb I0Mb, Bb OJUHD
U TOT'b-)Ke JleHb II0JIy4YuJIa IIpUrjalieHie Ha TaH-
I[OBaJIbHBIK Beuepb. HB [ecITh YacoBb IO
0OBIKHOBeHII, Bch cTanmu cobupaTtbesa. Ho Kako-
BO-)Ke OBLJIO YIUBJIeHie rocreii: Bb foMb efiBa 3a-
JOKeHBbl JlaMIIbl. X03dMKa M esl XOpollleHbKas
II0YKa BB JOMAIIHUXDb TyaseTaXb. HUKaKoro Be-
Jepa He IIpeAIioJiarajad ¥ HUKOTO He 3BaJIU. A To-
CTH MeXAy ThMB cobuparorcd. I TakuUMB 06-
pasoMb Habpasloch YeJ0BbKH IISATHAECATD.
OcBbTHUIH 3aJ1y, IOCJIAJIU 3@ TAIIEPOMB U BeUePh
BBIIIETh TAKUMD YJaYHBIMb, KAKOTO HUKTO U3b
OBIBIITUX'H M He 3allOMHHUTH. OKa3aaoCh, 4TO BCh



IIPUIJIaCUTEJIbHBII IIHUCbMa ObLIM IIOMbYeHBI
IIePBBIMB alphbid. A KTO ChIrpaab 3Ty IIYTKY —
TaKb U OCTaJIOCh HaBCeria Heu3BLCTHHIMb.

Ho, yxXe oKaHuUMBasg 3TOTH pasCKaswb,
MaTtBbeBb II04YBCTBOBaJIb, UTO U HacTtaced IleT-
poBHa, U Mallla UMb HHCKOJIBKO He HHTepecy-
I0TCH, JJa ¥ BPALB-JIA JakKe W CIYIIAKTBh, XOTA
HacTtackga IleTpoBHA U IJIAAUTDH IIPSIMO Ha HETO,
BCe yYallle ¥ 4allle Mopras.

Hacraceb IletpoBHb OBLIO cOBCbMB He [0
pascka3oBb. X0TsI BUHA U CUTaphbl GBI YKe JI0-
CTaBJIeHBbI OTH PeifHa, HO 0CTaBaIOCh ellje MHOTO
CaMBIXb Ba’KHBIXH BOIIPOCOBB. [J1aBHOe-Xe, y
Hesd OBLIO 0c060e OCHOBaHie TPeBOXKUTHCA 3a
3TOTH Bedepbh. JIOouMbUIIIMB 3aHATieMb Ha-
cracbu IleTpoBHBI, Bb CBOOOLHBIE OTH XO3SIH-
CTBEHHBIX'b 3a00THh Uachl, ObLIIO pacKJaJblBaHbe
IacbsgHCa M rajlaHbe Ha KapTaxb. 'aflaHbe ed
OKasbIBaJIOCh TaKb YAayHO, UTO 3HAKOMBIE [1a-
JKe COCTaBHJIM €M peIyTallil0 «yZUBUTEeJIbHOM
rajajJiku» M Bcerjga obpaljajuck Kb HeHW Cb
IIpOCLOOM «II0TajaThb», [OCTaBJAA €N 3TUMb
Heu3bICHUMOEe YI0BOJIbCTBie. Ch KapTaMU Bb
pPyKax®b OHa BCs IIpeobparkaiach, fbianach Bajk-
HOMH, BHYIIIUTeJIbHOM; flajke IJIa3a es He TaKb 4a-



cTo Mopraju. CaMa-)Ke OHa CBOMMB KapTaMb
Bbpuia cBsTo.

W BoTh 3arajjajia OHa Ha CerOJHSIIHIN Be-
Yepb, a Y Hesl ¥ BBINILIO: «ITHKOBBIH UHTEPECH Bb
TpedoBOMB IoMb» U IIPU ITOMB, KaK'b He BEPTH,
II0JIHOe «3aMbIllaTeJbLCTBO Bb UEepPBOHHOM Ma-
ctu». Hacraces IleTpoBHa phituia, 4To OBITEH Be-
4yepoM’b KaKOU HU Ha ecTh 6bab, U TpemeTaJia.

Maima emgBa mocuabja 1m0 KoHIla ob6bma u
3aTbMb cKpbLIack. MaTBbeB® 3amepcs y cebs Bb
KabuHeTh. EMy Ha/io 610 COCTaBUTh CHbIIHYIO
nbioByro 6ymary, a MallliHb Beuepb KOHUUTCA
He paHbe TpexXb WIH 4YeTHIpeXb YaCcOBDb HOUH.
JTOTH Beuepsh, ITOTH IIyMb, He BXOJUBIIlie Bb
ero IIPUBBIUKH, €My BOBCe He yJibl6aysuchk. Ho
OHDB Jake caMoMy cebb 6osica IpU3HATHCA Bb
3TOMB: Bbab BOTH yXe Ibiblii Mbcalb, Kakb
Maira ToJIBKO ¥ MeuTajla 0 TaHI[0BaJbHOMD Be-
4yephb BB [IeHb e poXKIeHid.

Korma MatBheBb, yKe cCOBCbMB OAbTHIM, BHI-
lIeJIb H3b CIaJAbHU, SIpKik CBbTH jaMIOb U
cebueli moutu ocabnuwiab ero. OHBL IIPOCTO He
y3HaJIb CBOK KBapTHUPy — TaKoe OHa IIPOU3BO-
Ira 6JecTsIllee M HOBOe BIedyaT bHie.



\'

KOpO ¥ 3aja, ¥ MaliruHa IoCTUHHAsA, U Kabu-

HETH, U CTOJIOBasl 3aII0JHHINCL TOCTIMH. Ha-
cTtachs IleTpoBHA, Bb ILIYMSAIEMD IIEJIKOBOMb
ILUIaThh CTaJBHOIO I1BbTa M Bb HAKOJKL ChH JIH-
JIOBBIMHU JIeHTaMH, uMbja BUAB, BHYIIABIIIN
HEeBOJIbHBIA OIllaceHig. OHa ObLIa TaKb KpacHa,
IJ1a3a e TaKb MOprajd M, BooOIIe, BCSI e QUry-
pa BbIparkaJjia TaKyl HAIIPSDKEHHOCTh, YTO I10JIO0-
KUTEJIHBHO MO>KHO OBLJIO 0’KHIATh alloIlIeKCHUe-
CKaro yzapa.

OHa cTapaJjiach ObITh KaKb MOYKHO JIF006e3Hbe
co BcbMU, He TepsATh CBOET0 LOCTOMHCTBA, UMbTh
BUIH BeCeJbId, II0UTH 0e33ab0THBIN. Ho,
HeCMOTpPS Ha BCch yCcuiis, el 3TOTO He yAaBajiocCh.
TpeBora esd mocTurajsa BBICHIArO IpefbJa, XOTS
IIOBUAVMOMY, HUUTO He IIpeABbIaso HUKAKOIo
HecyacTis.

OxHako, BbIb, es1 KapThl He MOIJIU COJITaTh,
IIOTOMY 4YTO — OHA HMCKPEHHO 3TOMy BbpHia —
HUKoOI7Ia He jrand. /o obbra y Hed elje ocTaBa-
Jach cyabas Haje)k[a, 4YTO IIpOM30ILIa Ka-
Kasg-HUOyAb olIMbKa II0 ed HeJocMOTpy. [lepens
ThMBb Kakb 0abBaThbCd Kb Bedepy, OHa 3allep-



JIaCh y cebd U CIIbIIIHO OIIATH PasJyIoXKUjIa KapThl.
OTKpBL/Ia — U PYKHU OIYCTHJIUCH: «IIMKOBBIA HH-
Tepech Bb TpepOoBOMB L0Mb», a PIfOMB «Cep-
IledHoe oropueHie»! OHa y>Kb U He CTaja IIpPO-
Io/DKaTh, TaKb KaKb He COMHbBaszach, 4To U
«3aMbIlIaTe/JIbCTBO Bb UYEPBOHHOM MaCTH» OKa-
KeTcse Ha cBoeMb MbeTh. Jlyuiie U He
CMOTPbLTE... YTO-HUOYb, a VKb CTPSICeTC, VKb
HUKaKb Tellepb He MUHYeIIIb.

Mama BB cBOeMb OJbJHO-PO30BOMB JIETKO-
MbB IUIaThh Ch AJIMHHOM U Y3KON BBRIph3KOU Ha
IPyAU U CIIUHb, Cb 00HA’KeHHBIMH KpacHUBBIMU
PyKaMHd BB [IJIMHHBIXDB, BBIIIE JIOKTS, Ilepyar-
Kaxb, 6blJIa OUeHb MUJIA U IT06bJOHOCHO CO3Ha-
BaJla 9T0. OfbBIIMCH M OTIIYCTUBDL I'OPHUYHYIO
JIu3y, oHa [OJITO CTOslIa Ilepefb TPIOMO, U3ydas
cebd BB MeJIbYAUINUXD IIOAPOOHOCTAXB. OHa
TaK>Ke MBICJIEHHO IIpefcTaB/sjla cebb CBOUXD
CBEPCTHUIb, OKHAEMBIXDb €10, U phIlnia Bo-
IIPOCH: KTO O6yZeTh BChXb Jiyullle Ha Beueph? Ce-
TOJHSA, MMEHHO CerofiHs, OHa [O0JDKHA OBITh
HelnpeMbHHO Jyylile BChXb...

Maia BoBCe He OblyIa HU 3aBUCTJIMBA, HU 3J1a;
HO Telepb OHa OBICTPO M JKaJHO H3ydajga U
onbHUBazIA npib3KaBUIUXB MOJIOABIX'D



obBylIeKb. OTHAKO, II0KA HUKTO W3b HUXH He
MOI'b 0COOEHHO CMYTHUTHL ee: OHa U y CaMbIXb
XOpOILIEHbKUXb  HaxOofwjaa HeJoCTaTKU U
norpbmHocTH Tyasera. Ei-Ke TO ©  Abio
OTpa’kaBIllil ee 3epKasa IIOATBEpP)KIaJH, UYTO
OHa Cero/iHs Xopollla KaK'b HUKOI/IA.

UynecHBIM VTpeHHIH [OAapOKb OTI[a —
LIUPOKIN 6pacyiers CBepKalb CBOMMH
OpwuriaHTaMu. /[la ¥ Apyrou, 6osbe CKpOMHBIN
YTPEHHIN I0IapOKDb He ObLIH 3a0bITh: Bb BOJIO-
caxb Mamu 1 Ha Ipyzpl ed 6babauch JyIucThIA
BbTKU JraHAbIIeld U3b HeusBLCTHO KbMB IIpU-
CJIaHHaro 6ykera...

Camb Anekcauapsb CeprbeBUYb, XOTH U HE 3a-
60THUICSA 00 3TOMB., OBLIH 0UEeHb KPacUBb. Ppa-
Kb, 1aJIeKO He HOBaro ¢pacoHa, HO OTJIMYHO CIIU-
TBIM, IIeTh Kb HeMy. OH'b TIIaTeJbHO IIpUYe-
caJI'b BOJIOCHL, TAK'b UTO OHU y>Ke He I1a/iajIx KOC-
MaMHU Ha BOPOTHUKBL M, HECMOTpPS Ha [JIUH-
Hyl0 6opoay, Kasajicid COBCbMB MOJIOABIMbB
yesioBbKOMB. Ha Jmith cBoeMb OHB BBI3BATH
JII00E3HYI0 YJIBIOKY, OTHOCHUBIIIYIOCS Oe3pasyiny-
HO KO BChbMB, U cTapasicd 1o6pocoBLCTHO UCIIOJ-
HATH poJib X03siMHa. OHB JAaBHO y>Kb OTBBIKB
OTH 00IllecTBa U Bcerja Bb O0JIBIIOMDB COOpaHin



4yBCTBOBAJI'b CeOs1 HEJIOBKO U IIPUHYKAEHHO. Kb
TOMYy-)Ke BCh 3TH JIIOAH, HAIIOJIHABIIiEe Telephb
€ro KOMHAaThI, 04eHb MaJIO ero 3aHUMaJIl; y Hero
Ch HUMU IIOYTU He OBLIO OOIIUXBH MHTEPECOBE.
OHB 06X0gUIb BChXB, Chb yCHIIieMB 06{yMbIBask
U IIPUIIOMHHAs, KOMY 4YTO HaZ0 CKasaTh HJIH O
4yeM'b 0CBbJOMUTHCS.

Bb xabuHeTh OBIJIO PAaCKPBITO TPU KapPTOYHBI-
Xb CTOJIA, ¥ YCTPOMIUCH HapTiu. TyTws cobpa-
JIUCh CaMble IIOYTeHHbIe TOCTU. BBIIM 314bCh Ha-
PALHBIA cTapylIKU. OfHa BCe Tpsca roJI0BOK U
TO U AbJI0 IIgabjia Bb CTAPUHHBINA 30JI0TOM JIOP-
HeTh, YUCTO 110 IIPUBBLIYKL U U3b yBbpeHHOCTH,
4YTO TaKb CIbIyeTh, IOTOMY YTO H BB JIOPHETH U
0e3b JIOpHETa paBHO ILJIOX0 BUAbJA. /lpyras, To-
’Ke II0 IIPUBBIUKD, BCe ellle ABJIsIa CIbIbl HeIlo-
CHUJILHOM CBO€eM 60pBLOBI Ch BpeMeHeMb: OPOBU Y
Hes1 COBCbMB BBLIb3JIM; HO OHa UXBb HapHCOBaJIa,
a TaKb KaKb CTapbld PYKHU IIPH 3TOMB JPOXKaJIH,
TO OHa OpOBH BHIIILIA BHIIIE U AJIUHHbLE IPYTrOi.
TpeThbs cTapyllKa fep>Kaaach TaKb, UTO KaKbl-
MBb CBOMMbB JBIDKEHieMb, KaXKI0M MHHOU 6YATO
roBopmia «Je fais bonne mine au mauvais jeu...
yTo abjaThb! HO Bce-)Ke BChb MO/DKHBI OTJIHMYHO
4yBCTBOBATh, UTO s TOJILKO 6JIaTOCKJIOHHA, a Ha-



XO0KYCh He COBCbMB BBb TOMB 001leCcTBb, Kb KO-
TOPOMY IIPUBBIKJIA»...

brutu 3nbch 1Ba reHepasia: OQUHD JJIMHHBIY,
CYXOH, y>KaCHO II0XO0’KI¥ Ha HeJaBHO OTKPBITYIO
MmyMmiro Pamseca II, a [pyroi — MaJIeHbKiH,
TOJICTEHBKIN, Ch JIMIIOMb JOOPOAYIITHON CTapoi
HAHIOIIKY. OcCTaJbHble OBLIM TOXKe TeHepaJlbl,
HO y’Ke CTaTCKie, Ha JIUIaXb KOTOPBIXD JieKasla
HeCMbIBaeMas I1e4aThb JOJITUXD JbTh, IIPOBE/EH-
HBIXb BB 3aTXJI00YMa>kKHOM [errapTaMeHTCKOM
aTMocdepkb.

Bpr MammHON TOCTMHOM YCTPOMJIUCH, IIOAH
HabimofieHieMb Hacracbu IIeTpOBHBI, JaMbl
MeHbe Ba)KHaro BHJa U MeHbe IIOUTEHHBIXb
JbTB, a TAK)Ke U He CTOJIb YUHHOBHBIE MYKUHHBL.
" TyTh, KaKb-TO COBCbMB He3aMbTHO, BIPYI'b
TIOSIBUJICA 3€JIeHBIMI KAapTOYHBIA CTOJIUKD U,
II01b IIYMOKB pasroBopa, caMa co60r o6pasoBa-
JIach TapTid.

Hacracesa IleTpoBHa OblIa KaKb BB 4Yafy, e[l-
Ba [IOHMMaJIa, YTO e TOBOPATS, a 0OTBhuasa yxxe
YHCTO 110 BAOXHOBeHIit0. OHa BCe >KmaJja «obabl»
U Bb TO-)Ke BpeMs [OJDKHa Oblna yobKmaThbced,
4TO BCe XOPOIIIO M He TOJBbKO «IIPHIUYHO», HO
COBCbMB «KaKb Bb CaMBbIXb JIYUIIUXD JOMaxXb».



/lBa j1aKkesd OTh pecTopaTropa, 6osbe mmoxoxie Ha
rybepHaTOPCKUXb YHUHOBHUKOBD [JISI OCOOBIXD
Opy4YeHil, ybMb Ha JlaKeeBb, 6€3ITyMHO, Ch J[0-
CTOMHCTBOMB U JIOBKOCTHH PA3HOCHIU 4Yall U
IleueHbs Ha cepeOpSAHBIX'D IOAHOCAXb.

Jaxe HBaHB, AocTaB/gBHIiKi HacTtackh Ilet-
poBHL He MaJsio TOpsA CBOEM 3aHOCUYMBOCTBHIO U
CITIOCOOHOCTBhI0 €KeTHEBHO OHTh JIAaMIIOBBIS
CTeksa (IIpUyeMb OHB PaBHOAYIIIHO 3asiBJISLIE,
4TO eCJIN CTEKOJI'b He OUTh, TO Kb YeMy-)Ke TOrza
BCh JTaMITOBBIE U CTEKOJIbHBIE MarasuHbl), ObLITD
Hey3HaBaeMb. OHB, BHUIUMO, He XOThJIb yja-
PUTH JIUIIOMB BB I'PA3h Iepefb CBOUMU H3SIIII-
HBIMHU KOJIJIETaMU ¥ U30 BChXb CHIIB TTOgparkarb
UMb.

«/la, 31bCH-TO XOPOIIIO0, & YTO-TO TaMb, Bb 0OY-
¢eth U KyxHb?!» — MyduTeIBbHO LyMasoch Ha-
crackh I[TeTpoBHL.



Vi

aja ObplIa HaIlOJIHEHa [AbBYIIKAaMHU U

HbCKOJILKMMHU IOHBIMH JJaMaMH, Kb KOTOPBI-
Mb KaKb-TO JHHUBO U HephIIUTEeJIbHO IIPHUCO-
eQUHSJINCh  CIUIOTHBINieCS BB  CTOJIOBOH
TaHIYIOIlie KaBaJlepbl. PacropsauTesb TaH-
11eBb, MaJIeHbKill yJaHb BB HEeUMOBLPHO Ko-
POTEeHBKOMB MYHIUPL U Cb OOTAHYTHIMH, [0
HeIIpWINYisad BBINYKJIBIMU OefpaMi, TO U AbJO
MBIIIIMHOM PBICIIOM BObraas BB CTOJIOBYIO. Ha-
UBHOeE, KPYTJIOe eTo0 JIUII0 Bb JKeJITeHbKUMU YCU-
KaMH, BBIBeJIeHHBIMU BB CTPYHKY, U300parkajio
60JIBIITYI0 03a00UEeHHOCTb.

—Tlocriofa, 4T0- KB 3TO BBI! — IIOBTOPSIH
OHB IIUCKJIWBBIMB I'0JIOCOMB. — Bbab, Iopa Ha-
UuHaTh TaHIpl... MauTe->ke BB 3aiy... 'ocriofa,
ei-bory TaKs Hesb3sdl..

Ho «rocmoma», 10  6GOJbIlIEM  YaCTH
rBapjiericKie oduilepsl, OBIBIIiE Bb T0Mb BB IIep-
BBIY pasb U IIpUIJIAIIeHHbIe «/JIS TaHLIEBH», BO-
Bce He cubimmin. HbKOTOpHIe CIIOKOMHO ITWJIN
Jyall ¥ IIeperoBapuBaJNCh O CBOUXb [AbJaxb,
IpyTie IIpo6paluch Bb HACKOPO YCTPOEHHYIO 0Y-
deTHYIO, T1b He TOJILKO pasphbIliajochk KypHUTh,



HO MOXKHO OBLJIO, He OTKJIaJblBas BB MOJTIiH
SITUKD, BBIIIUTH Jja’ke U IIaMIIaHCKaro.

HaxkoHellb, H3Bb-IIOAH IIPUBBIYHBLIXDL I1aJIb-
11eBb Tallepa BBIPBAJIMCH IIepBble TEMIIbI BaJlb-
ca, MW TIIapbl  3aKpyKuWaucb. MaTBhbeBb,
IIpoOUpaBIIiNicd Bb TOCTHHYIO, OCTAaHOBUWJICA U
bbb, EMy TaXHYJIU BB JIUITO0 JIETKid YKeHCKisd
IUIaThsl, MeJIbKHYJIW 3II0JIETHl TI'BapeUlleBb,
pasBbBaBIIisicd KOPOTeHBLKiA asasl YepHBIXb
¢paxkoBb. Bb HeMBb caMOMB ITTh-TO TJIyOOKO OT-
KJIMKHYJIVCh, HO Celiyach-)Ke U 3aMepJIH, CTapbid
BOCIIOMHHaHIs. OHB 3a0bLIB BCE Y BUNLJID TOJIb-
Ko Mamy, U cabguiab, KaKb OHA, CKJIOHACH Kb
CBOEMY KaBaJlepy, 3apyMsHHUBIIAsiCI U Cb 3a-
CTBHIBIIIeH YJIBIOKOM, HOCUTCS U KPYKUTCS, e[Ba
Kacasch I1apKeTa MajleHbKUMU 6J1bJHO-PO30BLI-
MU ballIMauyKaMU.

Temeps OHa pALOMB Cb HUMB, HO €T0 He BU-
ouTh. OHa HaBbpHO He BUAUTH HUKOTO U HUYe-
ro. BoTb OHa IIpoOHecIach, U OTeIlb Bce CIbIUTH
3a Hew, 6e3Co03HATeJbHO JIIOOYSICh BB HACTOS-
IIIYyI0 MUHYTY He TOJIbKO €10, HO U es KaBaJIepo-
Mb. Uepesb MUHYTYy MalllUHb KaBajepb, CTpe-
MSCh Kb JAPYyroul namb, paBHsSeTCSI Cb AJIeKCaH-
opoMb CeprbeBHueMb. ITO BBICOKIM U CTPOU-



HBIM MOJIOZON OQUIlepdh reHepaJbHAro Iuraba.
JIUIT0 Becesioe, OTKPBITOE, TOJIyOble 6OJIbIIIie TJIa-
3a yJIbI0AI0TCHL.

— Muina... Muxauins CTelrtaHOBUYS!

Odureps 0OCTaHOBUJICA.

— Cb kbMB TaHIlyeTe IIepBYI KaJpUIb? —
JIACKOBO U JIPY>KeCKH OIpoCUIb MaTBheBb, [10-
TPOTUBASCH PYKOM 10 cepeOpsiHAro akcejabOaHTa
MOJIOZOTO0 UejioBbKa.

— Cp Mapbel AsleKCaHAPOBHOU.

Bce suito opuitepa Taksb U Cisiio.

— Hy u oTyinuHO, TaHITyHTe.

MaTBbheBb caMb He 3Ha/lb, 3aUbMBb OCTaHO-
BuwIb Muxamia CrenaHoBuya. Emy 1pocto
3axoThbsoch IIOYYBCTBOBaTb Ha cebb ero
yJIBIOAIOIIiMiCA B3IJIALb, JOTPOHYTHCA 10 HETO U
9TUMDb BBIPA3UTh CBOX 0COOEHHO KaKb-TO CHUJIb-
HYI0 BB 3TOTh Beuepb Kb HeMy CHMIATIO.
«CaBHBIM MaJibli, OBICTPO AyMaab OHb, IJISAIS
Ha yjangBlIyrocs, QUrypy opuiiepa. — HM3b Hero
IIPOKB OYZeTbh... U CKOJIbKO Bb HEM'b JKU3HU!»...

Out® 3Hasp Muinty buprosieBa eie MaJIb4UKO-
MB-KaZleTOMBb, 3HaIb ero oTia ¥ Marb. OTelb
ero 3saHHMaeTh BUIHBIM BOEHHBIN IIOCTH Ha HOTh
Pocciu. Muiia TOJIBKO-4TO OKOHYU/Ib BB IIEPBO-



Mb JIeCITKb KypCh aKaZeMid reHepaJbHaro IIra-
6a, Iepefb HUMDB OTKpBIBaeTCd IIpeKpacHas
nopora. OHB yMeHB, yMberws paboTars. Bb
nocabaHee Bpemsa Muita buprosieBdh Bce ydallle
U yvaule ObIBaJ’b Y MaTBbeBBIXB: AJIeKCaHIPDB
CeprbeBMYBs HHOIZIa 4Yaca II0 TPU Chb HHUMB
becbmoBas’b — ¥ 3TO eMy  JIOCTaBJISJIO
YZ,0BOJILCTBIe.



Vil

euepd IeJIb CBOEM 4depelorl M OKa3bIBaJICA

O4YeHb 0’KUBJIEHHBIMb. CTapUKU U CTapyILIKH
Bb KabuHeTh MOUIpBIBAIM IIapTid U BOJIHOBA-
JINCh. BB TOCTHHOM BeJiach 0>KUBJIeHHAs Oechpa,
TaKb 4YTO U 3eJIEHbIH CTOJIHMKDL ONIyCThab U
cKpbLIcd. O¢uUriepsl yke HbCKOJIBLKO I0o0rphbThie
Bb Oyderh, mM06pOCOBLCTHO HCHOJHSIA CBOIO
0043aHHOCTh, HEYyTOMUMO paboTaj HOTaMU U
yXa’KhBaJX 3a JaMaMHU. MaJleHbKil ylaHb, BeCh
yBbIITaHHBIN Op/leHaMU KOTHUJIBOHA, Cb MOKPBI-
MBb KpacHbIMb JIUI[OMB, IIPEBOCXO/IMIL CaMb Ce-
05, IIpUAYMBIBasi CaMblsl MyJpeHbId GUrypsl. Hu-
KakKou «Obzpl» make U He mpeaBunbiioch, U Ha-
cracbd IleTpoBHA, XOTh U HEYCIIOKOEHHAasd, VKb
HayuHaJja IIPUAYMbIBAaTh HUHOe 0O0bSICHEHIEe «IIU-
KOBOMY HHTepecy». MaTBbeB® BUAbIB, UTO Ma-
IlIa Becesia ¥ JOBOJIbHA. PAIOMB Ch HeElO, [I0YTH
Bce BpeMms, buprosieBs. TOIBKO 3a Y’)KUHOMDB Bb
Hel MOJXHO 6bLIO 3aMbTUTBH UTO-TO CTPaHHOE,
KaKb-0yITO U  0COOeHHOe  BOJIHEHie, WU
pa3chsIHHOCTS.

Bors u roctu pasbphb3kawTcd, BOTH YXKe
Anexcanapb  CeprbeBuubs  IIpocTHIICA  Cb



nocabgHUMU. OHB CTOUTH Tellepb Bb KabuHeTh
M JKIeTh: ceruach BOLXKHTEH Mailia, 4YTOOBI Ch
HUM'B IIPOCTUTHCA. Ho Maiu ubTs. BB 3ab pas-
aetTcd 6psllaHie IIIIOPD, U Ilepe’b HUMB Muiiia
BuprosieBs. MaTBbeBb HbLCKOJBKO H3YMJIEHHO
B3IVITHYJI'b Ha HEro; TaKoe CTPaHHOe U CMYILeH-
HOe JIUITO0 OBLJIO Y MOJIOZO0TO YesoBhbKa.

— AstekcaHzpb CeprbeBuub, U3BUHUTE Me-
H, — HeTBepAbIMBb I'0JIOCOMB IIPOHM3HECH OQU-
Ileph:- 4 caMb IIOHUMAI0... TeIlepb He BpeMs, BbI
yCTaJIM... HO I He MOIY... He MOTY J0KJaThCs 3aB-
TPAIIHATO [HA... 1 He Bb CWJIaXb TaKb ybXaThk...

— YTro Takoe, UTO CIYYHUIOCH?! — IIOYTH HC-
IIyTaHHO CIpPOCHUJIBb MaTBheBB, B3IBB €ro 3a py-
Ky.

— AstekcaHgapb CeprbeBuub, ... IPOILY Ba-
Ch... 1 IIpOINy... BBl [aBHO [OJ/DKHBI ObLIH
BUIbTE, UTO S JIIOOJIIO €e...

— YTto!? Koro!? — 1mouTHu 6e33By4HO IIPOIIIEI-
TaJb MaTBheBb.

— 1 mpoiry pyky Mappu AJIeKCaHPOBHEL
OHa corJsiacHa, ecId BBl He OTKa)keTe, — ITPOUS3-
HeCh, IIepeCHJMBasg CBOe BOJIHEHie, MOJIOZOM
4esIOBbKD W IMOAHAIB SIpPKO-ToyOble Ijasa Ha
MatBbeBa.



Ho ToT® cTOSIB Cb OJbOHBIMB U pacTepsH-
HBIMB JIMIIOMB. Y [IBepH, POOKO U CMYIIEHHO,
rokasasacb Mamra. MaTBbeBb KUHYJICA Kb Hel,
CXBAaTWIb ed PyKHU U TaKb U BIIWJICA €U Bb IJIasa
IIOMYTHBIIIUMCS B3IJISIJOMb.

— TEL... X0Uellb 3a Hero 3aMy>Xb?! TEI ero JIto-
buib?! — exBa pasciblillaja, efBa IIoHsIa Ma-
118 CTPaHHBIH, CAAaBJI€HHBIN IIIOII0OTH OTILA.

OHa HHuYero He 0TBbTHIIA, HO B3IJIAAB e CKa-
3aJI'b €My, YTO BCh 3TH BOIIPOCHI U3JIUIIIHH.

Jla, OHa X04YeTh 3a Hero saMy»Xb, [ja, OHa ero
JIIOOUTD.

Pyxku MaTBheBa OIyCTUIUCH, OH'B OTCTYIIUID
Hasalb, Cb Y)KacOMb B3IJIAHYIbL Ha oQHUIlepa,
II0TOMB Ha [04Yb U, CO6paBb CUJIbL, He CBOUMb
T0JI0COM'B BHITOBOPUIIB:

— 1 o4eHb yCTalTb... 1 He MOIY CErofgHd, 0
3aBTpa...

[TouTH 1IaTasACh, OH'b BHINIETh U3b KabUHeTa
U 3aI1ep’d 3a C06010 ABePh BB CIIaJIbHI.

Mamra u BuprsieBb Cb HefoyMbHieM®b U
CTpaxoM’b IVIALbJIU IPYTHU Ha Ipyra.

— UTO0 3TO 3HAUUTH? — TUXO IIPOU3HECH bu-
PIOJIEBD.

— Sl HU4Yero He IIOHUMAI0, — €Ille THUIIle OTO-



3Baslachb Mama. — Vb3xaiTe ckopbe! A 3aBTpa,
eCcIi YTPOMBb He IIOJIyYUTe OTHh MeHs 3aIlHCKH,
npibskaiire...

OHDb HaKJIOHWJICS, IOPBIBUCTO IIOLLJI0BATH
MIPOTSIHYTYI0 €My es1 PYKy M CHbIIHO BHIIIETH
U3b KabuHeTa.

OHa mojioliia Kb [JBEPU BB CIIaJIbHIO, X0Thia
OTBOPUTH ee, He IBeph OKa3aJsaCh 3allepToy Ha
KJIFOYb.



VIl

aTBbeB®s He CjbIXalb, KaKb HbCKOJIBKO

pass IoBepThHIBAJach [ABEpPHAd pPy4yKa, He
CJIBIXaJIh IIOTOMB, Y CAMOM IBEPH, IIIOPOXA K JIer-
Karo nokanuiBaHbgd Maiu. HakoHells, OHa He
BBIJleprKaJia.

— ITama, MUJIBIY, ITYCTU MEHS, OTBOPU [BEPE,
Bbb, THI Ta’Ke He IIPOCTUJICS CO MHOIO...

Ho oHB He cJbIliaTb, COBCbMB He CIBIIATD
es rosioca. OHa He 1nocmbiia HacTauBaTh, He IIO-
HUMad, II04eMy TaKb pascepguia ero. OHa ObLia
TaKb CUYaCTJIMBa U He MOIJIa HUKAKb cebb Ipef-
CTaBUTh, YTO 3TO es CYacTbe MOXKeTh ObITH Hapy-
IIIeHO, Ja emle KbMBb-Ke — OTIIoMB! Hudero, Ka-
Kb eCThb HUUYEro OHa He IIOHMMaJa U IIOILIa Kb
Hacracwhb ITleTpoBHb, UTOOBI pascKkasaTh el BCce U
IIPOCUTE Y Hesd 00bsAICHEHIS U coBbTa.

A MatBbeBB cUIbIb HEIIOABUKHO BB Kpecib
y cBOel KpoBaTu. Ha TyasleTHOMB cToJib ropbia
cBbua u ciabo o3apsiia ero cnajgbHIO. U KaKb-TO
0CO0EHHO THXO OBLIO BB 3TOM OSUHOKOM
criasibHb, I1h IPOXKUIBL OHB MHOTO JbTH U Iob
3a BCe 3TO BpeMs HUYero He ObLI0 U3MbHEHO, He
TPOHYTO.



JTa cHajabHg IIPOU3BOAMJA CTPAaHHOE, IBOU-
CTBEHHOe BIleyaTyibHie. Ee M0OXHO OBLIO IIpH-
HATH U 38 OOBIKHOBEHHYIO OOIIYIO CIIaJIbHI0 MY-
’Ka U KeHBI, IPY>KHO U Hb)XHO KUBIIIUXD MEXY
co6oro. Illupokas AByXCHaJbHass KpoOBaTh, IIIKa-
II'b-TPIOMO, JaMCKas 3TaKepKa, Bb YIJIY KioTh Cb
obpasaMu — U 3aXOKeHHad JlaMIIajiKa c1abo 03a-
psgeTs, MexXxnay obpasaMu, ABb BbHUYaJIbHBIA
cBbuy, mepeBUTHIA JieHTaMU, U 3bHOKBL U3B
¢1eps-1'oparykeii. Ho BB To-Ke BpeMda Bb 3TOH
KOMHaTh 4YyBCTBOBaJach OJUHOKAs MY’KCKas
JKU3Hb, [la’kKe II0UTU aTMOCchepa KaKb-ObI KeJIbU.

MuUHYTHI IIIN 38 MUHYTaMHy, a MaTBbeBb Bce
CUAbJIB He IIeBeJsACh, BCe BB TOMBb-XKe
IoJjioKeHin. Yacel HM3b KabMHeTa [aBHO YyiKe
IPOOMIIN IIATh, IOTOMB OHU IIPOOUIIM IIIECTh.

HakoHenrb, MaTBbeBb IOAHAJICA, Ch Kpecia,
MeJ[JIEHHO IIOZ0IlNe/Jh Kb TyaJIeTHOMY CTOJIy H
HayaJb pasgbBaTbCd. 3epKajlo OTPasuIo €ero
6ibaHOe, ycTajsoe JUIO. BAPYrs OHB B3AIb
cBbuKy, IoHeCH ee Kb CaMOMY 3epKaJly, HaKJIO-
HWICA Kb HeMy U CTalb cebs pasIyIsifblBaTh.
OHB yBUALIBE MeJIKiI MOPIIUHKHA BOKPYI'h CBO-
UXb I71a3b, JIETKYI0 ChIMHY Ha BUCKaXb U BB 60-
poab. OHB 6yATO BB IIEPBBIN pash cebd BUALIIE,



O0yaTo He y3HaBalb cebsd. OHBb U3YMUJICI TOMY,
4TO YBUIAbIB, U3YMUWICId 3TUMBb MOPIIUHAMB,
aToli chbauub, UsMbHEHIsIMB, IPOU3BEeHHBIMb
BpeMeHeMb Ha JuIlh ero. OHBb TOJILKO Tellepb
BAPYI'b IIOHAIB, UTO [OJITie TOABI COBCbMB He
3ambyas’b BpeMeHU U 10 CUXD IIOPBb 6e3CO3Ha-
TeJILHO BCe ellle CYUTAb Cebs MPesKHUMD MOJIO-
IbIMDB 4YesloBbKOMB. CeMyach BOTH, CeHYacs,
OHB OBLIB TaKb JaJeKO Bb IPOLIEAIeMb U Y-
MaJsI'b, 4YTO 9TO IIpollefliee — 6JIU3KO... YTO OHO
O6yaTro Buepa ObLIO. A MeXay ThbMb, BbIb, IIpo-
IIUTA TOJBL, JaBHO Y>KO IIPOIILJIa BCSI MOJIOAOCTh...
KyJa-sKe ¥ Ha 4YTO yIILJIa OHA?..



IX

TIIa ¥ MaTepu MaTBheBH IIOUTH He 3HAJb.

O6a oHU paHO yMepJd. BocnuThIBaICa OHB Y
Iobna, u3BbcTHAro Bb CBOe BpeMsl ceHaTopa Bopo-
TBIHCKaro. /[bab OBLIBL 4YeJOBLKDL CYXOM, Ha/l-
MeHHBIM, YIIOPHBIM BB CBOUXB PLIINEHIIXD: U
BCI0 ’KU3Hb JOOMBABIIINCA TOJIBKO OJHOIO, YTO-
66l Bce nbjasioch TaKb, KaKb €My ObLIO YTOLHO.
Kb cBoeMy BHYKy OHBb He IIMTalh O0COOEHHOU
IIPUBSA3aHHOCTU. OHB OTHAJIb €ro BB IIKOJIY
[IpaBoBbbHIA U BCIIOMHHaJIbh O HEMBb TOJIBKO
TOIZIa, KOI/la MaJIbYUKb SBJISUICS Kb HEMY BB OT-
IIyCKb M IIOYTUTENBHO IbLJI0BATh €ro pyKy.
MasbuuKb 60sIcd 1bja U 4yBCTBOBANIDL CEOSI Ka-
Kb-TO IIPUZABJIeHHBIMB Bb €0 IIPUCYTCTBiu. Ex-
Ba II0KasblBajlaCh BBICOKAsl U Cyxas ¢urypa ce-
HaTopa, BB BUIb-MyHAUPHOMBL ¢pakb co
3Bb3laMU WM Bb YepHOMDB aT/JacHOMB XajaaTh
Ha CTeraHOM CHUHel IOAKJaAKb, Cb IJIaJKO BBI-
OpPUTBHIMB, OYATO BOCKOBBIMD JIMIIOMD U IIPUJIU-
3aHHBIMU Hallepelb BUCOUYKaMU IIBbTa COJH CHb
IepreMsb, — OHb MITHOBEHHO Che)XMBAJICI U 3a-
Mmupaab. OCOOeHHO CTpalllHbIMU KasalUChb eMy
Ias3a gbga — 6abaHble, IOYTH CTeK/IIHHBIE, Ha



BbIKaTh. UTO B HUXb BHIPA’KaI0Ch, HEJIb3s Obl-
JIO TIOHATh; HO OTh UXb YCTPEMJIEHHAT0 B3IJIsa
MOPO03b HOAUPATD 10 KOXKb.

—Urto 3T0 y Tebd BULBL BCerja KaKow,
COBCbMB KaKb 3asdIlb! — MHOTIA CKa)KeTh IbIIb,
eCcIM HaxXxOgUTCd YXb Bb OUYeHb XOpOIIEMb
HacTpoeHiu nayxa.— To-To, yal, TaKoro saiiia
ObIOTH BB INKOJb, Ta U HOAbLJIOMBb — OYAb
4yeJ0BbKOMB, a He 3aUIIeMB!

Masbuukb 6abgHbeTs, c1abo yiblbaeTcsd U
KIeTh TOJBKO BO3MOYKHOCTHU YUTH, YTOOBI He
BUALTH 9TUXD IJ1a3b, 3TOU IbIIeHAIel QUIYPHL.

BripoueMb AbAb HbLCKOJIBKO KaKb OBl 0XKU-
BUJICH, KoTZja AsleKcaHpb CeprbeBUYBb OKOHYU-
JI'b KYpPCh OAHUMD U3b IIePBBIXb. CTapUKD, YKe
OBIBIIIM He Y bJI'b, HO BCe ellle I10/Ib30BaBIIINCA
OOJIBIIIMMU CBS3AMH, JOCTaBUIb BHYKY MbCTO U
3aTbMb, Bb TeUeHie ABYX'b JIbTh, 3a00TUJICA O TO-
Mb, UTOOBI JaThb €My BO3MO>KHOCTB CAbJaTh XO-
poIIIyI0 Cay>KebHYI0 Kapbepy. Terlepb OHb UHOU
pas®s BCTyHalb Jake Bb Oechay ¢b BHYKOMB U
IIoy4aJrb ero:

— Hapo mipiyyaThbesl )KUTh, YMbTh ITOHUMATh
’KU3Hb, He TepsaTh HU OJHOIO AH. CTaBb cebh 3a-
Jlayy JNOCTUTHYTH BB JKU3HU KaKb MOYKHO 60JIb-



1I1aro IoJIo>keHist BB cBbTh, ImouecTet, 6oraTcTsa.
CTaBb IIhJIb U IIPIMO UOU Kb Hel, He OIJIS/IbIBa-
SICh II0 CTOPOHAMb, He COUBAsCh Ch IPSIMOM TPO-
nel. I[lombxa mepens TO06010, IIPEIATCTBiE —
cOpoch UXBb, HUUYbMB He CMyIasch, COPOCh, ThI
uMmbelllb Ha 3TO IIPaBO. A CHJIb He XBaTaeTh —
OCTaHOBHCh. CTOM, BEDKHUAM, COOHUpaMcI Ch CH-
JlaMH, 110 MaJly IIOJKalbIBall IIpeIsiTCTBie, IIoKa
OHO He CBAJUTCA. OUUCTUIH TPOILY U OIIAThH BIIe-
pens, U Bce — IPSAMO. 3HAU: YTO YKU3Hb TOJIBKO
BbuHag 60pr6a, uTo Bch Tebb Bparu u eciu KTo
He BpeIUuTH Tebb, To efMHCTBEHHO 110 6e3CUIIilo,
JIbHU UJIU TJIYIIOCTH. ..

— Abpyiika, 1a ecjiv 9TO TaKb, €CJIN KUTH Chb
TaKHMMH B3TJISIZIJaMH, TO U Y)KUTh He CTOUTB!

CeHaTOpd IIPe3pUTEILHO yecMbxasics.

— B3iops! )KUTH Bcerja CTOUTD, U00 KaKaas
nobbma macTes HaciaakaeHie. Ho >KUTBH XOpOIIIO
TOJIBKO M MO>KHO Ch TaKUMH B3IJIAIaMHU, Ch HU-
MU TOJBKO UM MOXXHO MU36b)XaThb IJIYIIBIXD
pasoyapoBaHiil U IMO3AHUXD COXKaJIbHIU 0 CBOel
TJIYIIOCTH.

[Tocib mOmOOHBIXE PA3TOBOPOBH MaTBbeBb
BCeIr/la HCHBITBIBATBL TaKoe OIfyllleHie, Ka-
Kb-0y[TO eMy ABIIIaTh HeUbMb...



Kaxb-T0, BO BpeMs OJHOTO U3b TaKUXb Pasro-
BOPOBBb, CEHATOPDb [Jalb IIOHATH MOJIOLOMY
4JesioBbKy, UTO UMbeTh [yI1 Hero Bb BHUJY, BB
6/IM3KOMB OyZAyllleMb, IIPEeBOCXOJHYI0 IIapTilo,
KOTOpasi ero OKOH4YaTeJIbHO YCTPOUT.

— Temntepp Tebhb elfe paHO >KeHUTHCS, Boxe
usbaBu! Ho rosma yepess TpU IOAPOCTETH TBOSI
HeBhbcTa, U 4 coBbryro Te6b 3apanbe o6paTuUTh
Ha Hee BHMMaHie. 3T0 f1oub [1aBsa [leTpoBuya.

[TaBess IleTpoBUYB OBLIB OMHUMB U3B JlaJle-
KO ellle He CTapblXb, HO Y)Xb OYeHb BBICOKO
B3JIeThBIINX, UHHOBHUKOBDL, KOTOPBHIU BB /100a-
BOKBb B35I'b 38 JKEHOI0 00JIBIIIOE COCTOSHIe.

Mosofoii MaTBheBb: Ha 3TOTH pash BHUMa-
TeJIbHO BCJYIIMBAJICA BB CJI0Ba Aba U maxe
O4YeHb UMHU 3auHTepecoBasicd. OHB Hayvalb 4a-
cTo 6pIBaTh BB AoMb IlaBia IleTpoBuuya. A ye-
pesb Tpu Mbcslla Ipuileas Kb Iby ¥ poOKO I10-
IIPOCUJIB €ro coIJiacia Ha 6paks ¢b Mapbel MBa-
HOBHOM [leTpoBoii.

AbAB CIIyCTHIBL OYKKA Ha KOHUHUKD HOCA U Ka-
KUMB-TO HeollpebJIeHHBIMB TOHOMD CIIPOCHITD:

— 310 YTO-Xb Takoe? KTo Takad Maprsa HBa-
HoBHa lleTpoBa?

BHYKD 00BsaCHUIBL. Mapbd VBaHOBHa Oblia



IIpexXOpollleHbKasd CeMHaAUaTUIbTHASL KOMIIa-
HbOHKA JIUJ0YKHY, IIpeIioIaraBlieiicss HeBbCThI
MaTBheBa, HeJaBHO IIOCTYIIMBIIasg Bb JAOMb
ITaBiia IleTpoBHYa.

BricayiaBb 3TO 00BsICHeHie, AbAb CHOBAa
IPUIIOJHAIL OYKM Kb IJla3aMb U Hadalb
npobbraTe OBIBIIYI0 Y HETO Bb PyKaX’hb raseTy.
MaTtBbeBE: CTOSLTBP BB OXKHAAHIN. HaKOHEITH,
OH'b IIPOM3HECH 110 BUY LOBOJILHO CIIOKOMHO:

— UTo-xe, nbayika, paspbiiaere Bbl MHb?

Jbob He IIOBEpPHYJIb TOJIOBBI, He IIOTHSLIH
IJ1a3b U COBChbMB paBHOYIITHO CKa3aIb:

— TbI ¢b yMa coOlLllesI'b, 0CTaBb MeHs, U UTOOBI
s1 HUKOTZa 60JIbIlle TAKOTO B3/[0pPa He CJIbIXATb.

OgHaKo-Ke eMy OYeHb CKOpPO IIPHUIILJIOCH CHO-
Ba yCJIbIIIATE 00b 3TOMB B3/10ph.

MaTBbeBb 3HaNb XOpoLIO abla ¥ He HacTa-
UBaTb Ilepelb HUMBb. He HpoOIUI0O U [IBYXb
Henbsb, KaKb OHB, Bb HPUCYTCTBIKA OJHUXD
TOJILKO CBUAbTesel, 00BbHUaJICI co cBoer Ma-
mel. CTapuKb, Yyepe3b TPEeThe JIUI0, 00BABUID
BHYKY, 4YTOOBI OHb He CMbJIb €My IT0Ka3bIBaThCSA
Ha Iy1asa. ToTh ¥ He IIOKa3bIBaJICd. Y HEro orb
oTIa OBLTH KaIllUTalbh — TBICIYH BB IIECTh]IE-
CATh, Kb TOMY-)Ke OH'Bb yrKe I10JIydaJlb HeLypHOe



JKaJloBaHbe, W MaTepiaJbHbIe BOIIPOCHI €ro He
TPEeBOKU/IHA. Bb JII060BHOMB 4YaZy OHB IIPOYKHU-
BaJb Cb Maileli BB XOPOILIEHbKOH, HAaCKOpO
YCTPOEHHOM KBapTUph, U cuacTiuBhe ero HUKO-
Io He 6bLIO0 — IT0 KpaiHed Mbph, caMb OHB TaKb
AyMallb.



X

bckosbko MbedlleBh IIPONIM KaKb COHb.

Ecimu-66  MaTtBhbeBBE  MO/DKEHD  OBLTH
omnpeabJUTh CBOMCTBa Maliu: ed yMb, Xapak-
Tepb, IPUBBIYKU U 0COOEHHOCTU — OHB HE MO-
Ir'b-0bI cabyiaTh 9TOr0. OHB 3HANTB TOJBKO OMHO,
4TO JJIOOUTH ee Cb KaKABIMB JHEMb BCe O0JIbIIIe
U 60Js1bI1Ie. O6a OHU OBLIM CUPOTAaMU Ch AbTCTBA,
BOCIIUTAaHHBIMH PAaBHOAYIIHBIMHU Kb HHUMBb
JIIOObMHU, 06a ObLIM IOHBI, CBEXXH, KpacuBhbl, a
IIOTOMYy ¥ HEMYJAPEHO, 4YTO BBb HbCKOJIBKO
MmbcdareBs  elfe  He  ycunbJaM  OUHYTHCH,
HarsAAbThCA U HAABIIIATHCS APYI'b Ha Apyra.

OHU IIpOBeJIM KaKOoe-TO II0OYTH BOJIIIe6HOe
JabTo Ha faub BB [1aByioBCcKDb, a KOTZja BEPHYJIHUCH
BB TOpoAb, TO Malib yyKe MPUIILIOCH IIeperly-
BaTh CBOU XOpPOIIEHbKid IIIaThsl, TaKb KaKb
CTporiHasg ¢urypa ed crana usmbHAThC. Korga
MaTBbeBb IIOHAIB, YTO Bb €T0 YKU3HU, MeJ|JIeH-
HO, HO Hen36b)KHO, TOTOBUTCA HOBOE COOBITie Ta-
KOU BaKHOCTH, OH'b PacTepsLIC.

Oub ¥ Marra ObLIM TaKb €eIlle I0HBI U 0 TOTO
>KWJIM TOJILKO HaCTOAIe MUHYTOU, UYTO UMb HU
pasy He OpHUIILIa Bb TOJIOBY MBICJIb O BO3SMOKHO-



CTH 3TOr0 U ecrecrBeHHOoCcTH. Ho Mara, cpasy
IpeBpaTICh BB KEHIUHY, 0THEC/IAaCh Kb CBOEMY
HOBOMY IIOJIOKEHII0 CBh TPeIleTHOM pPajoCThIO.
OHB-Xe KoJiebasics, He 3Ha/l'b, KaKb eMy OBITh —
pPazoBaThbCI WM TPeBOXKUTHCI. OHB YYBCTBO-
BaIb TOJILKO OOJIBIITYI0 HEJIOBKOCTh U CO3HaHie,
4YTO [UI1 HUXB HACTyIIWIAa Telepb COBCbMB HO-
Bas )KU3Hb. [IpeKHAA )KU3HB, 0 CAMOM 3TON MU-
HYTHl, OblJIa TaKb BOJIIIIeOHA; KaKOBa OKa)kKeTCs
HOBas — OH’b ellle He MOI'b cebb IpescTaBUTSH, a
OTOMY GBI CKJIOHEHh TOCKOBATH II0 OTJIETAB-
11IeMb CHb. BipoueMs, OHB CKOpPO IIPUBBIKE. Te-
Iepb OHb JKAalb, CUMTAs JHU — U ubMb 6oibe
IpUOIKaAJIOCh TAUHCTBEHHOE COOBITie, ThMb
CUJIbHbe BO3poCTasia ero TpeBora.

HakoHellb, eHb HACTYIW/Ib, U HACTYIUIH
paHbllle, 4ybMb ero OXugaaud. YTPOMb OHB
ybxasmb Ha CIyX0y, HUYEro He IIpejliosiaras, a
KOrJla BepHYJICI, 4YacoBb BB IISATh, — €I0
BCTpbTHIIa cyeTa, IPUTOTOBJIEHIsI, IOKPOBUTEJIb-
CTBEHHBIN TOHB U YCIIOKOWUTEJBHBIS CJI0Ba IIO-
KWJION 0C00Bbl, KOTOPYI0 OHB [0 TOr0 BUAbLJIB
MeJILKOMBb BCEero pasa /iBa, U KOTopas Tellephb XO-
IUa U pacropsbKajach KakKb y cebsg moma. Ma-
ma 6plIa Ha HOTax’h, OHAa IpPUIUIA Kb HEMY Bb



KabuHeTh, Hb)XHO 00HsIa ero, IIpoCcujia He Tpe-
BOKUTHCSH, YBbpsisd, UTO «AHHA CTellaHOBHa» Py-
JaeTcd 3a OJIarOMOJIyYHBIM HCXOAB, CTapasach
KasaThCs BeCesIomn.

Ho ou® BuObab, uTO Malna ero o6MaHBIBa-
eTh, UTO CaMa CTPAaIllHO TPEeBOXKUTCI U CTpafa-
eTh. PyKu y Hed O6bLIU X0JIOAITBI KaKb JIelb, a JIH-
110 Tophbiio: BeIpa’keHie OBLIIO TaKOe HAIIPsLOKeH-
HOe, CTPaHHOe.

3a 00b1OMBE OHa HUYET0o He MOTJIa bCTh U CKo-
PO yIiiuia Bb CHaJbHI0. OHB IP060BaIb OCTATHCSA
U IyMaTh O IIOCTOPOHHEM'B; HO He BEITepIhbiIb U
KHHYJICI Kb Hell. OHa BCTphTHIIa €T0 MyUUTEJIb-
HBIMb CTOHOM®B. IIpoiess yachk. MalllHBI CTO-
HBI BCe y4YalllaJuCh U, HAKOHEIl'b, [IPeBPaTU/IHUCh
BB pa3fupaTeabHble KPUKH.

MaTBbeBb MeTajicd U3b KOMHAThl Bh KOMHa-
Ty, HUTAb He Haxohd cobb mbcra. OHB eKeMU-
HYTHO IIpUCTaBaJdb Kb «AHHb CTerraHOBHb» Bce
Ch OJHUMH U ThMU-)Ke BOIIPOCAMHU U 3aCTaBJIf-
JI'b ee IIOBTOPSITH BCe OFHO U TO-Ke, YCIIOKOUBA-
SCh, II0Ka OHa JlaBaJjia eMy 00bSICHEHiI U 000/1ps-
Jla ero, ¥ CHOBA BIIa/iasd Bb OTYasIHie U ObTCKYIO
0e3IIOMOIIIHOCTh, e/IBa pasfaBajicsd HOBBIUM KpU-
Kb Mamu.



Okosio  mosyHouum  AHHA  CTellaHOBHA,
HbCKOJILKO BCTPEBOKEHHBIMb T'0JI0OCOMB, CKa3a-
Jla eMy, YTO CJIbI0BasIo-0bI I10CJIATh 3a JOKTOPO-
Mb.

OHB 0X0JI0Ab/b U Cpasdy He MOI'b IIPOU3HE-
CTH 3BYKa.

— Kaks?!. Bbl HaxXomuTe... eCTh OIIaCHOCTL? —
HaKOHeIlb, IIPOIleNnTalb OHBb, efBa BOpoYas
S3BIKOM'B U [Ip0>Ka BCbMB ThJIOMB.

— Ax®B, bore Mou, Hy 4ero BEI IIyraerech!
pasBhb g roBOPIO IIPO OIIACHOCTb... 1 TOJILKO HaXO-
Ky IIPUCYTCTBie AOKTOpAa II0JIe3HBIMb... [JI1 Ba-
IIero->ke CIIOKOMCTBIs.

Ho oHB 3acTaBUIB ee IT000KUTHCS, UYTO HbTh
OIIaCHOCTH, a KOT/ja OHA, BUJIF, UTO OH'b He 0TCTa-
HeTh — I060KWIach, OHBb CKasaJdh ey, UTOo He

BbLPUTE.
—Hy, Taxp BOTH 4TO, AJIeKCaHIPb
CeprbeBuub, — phIIUTENILHO 00BIBUIAa AHHA

CrelraHOBHA. — /IBeph BB CIAJIBbHIO 51 3allpy Ha
KJIIOUB U IIPOIIYy Bach He BXOJUTH: BbI TOJIHLKO
MbllaeTe MHb ¥ TpeBOKUTE OapPBIHBKY.

OHa, IbHCTBUTEJIHHO, 3allepJia IBeph Ha KIIIO-
Yb, @ OHb, He CMbsl Tellepb TPEBOXKUTH Marry,
CJIOHSJICS TI0 KaOMHEeTy U TOCTUHOM, JIoMasi pyKHU



BO BpeMs KPUKOBB Mallll U eKeCeKyHHO TS
Ha 4acsl.

JokTopds npibxanrs yxe cpefu HOUMN.
MatBbeBb KHUHYJICSI Kb HEMY; HO OHb IIOYTH He
oOpaTwiIb Ha Hero BHHMaHIg, a IlepellelIHyB-
IIUCh Cb AHHOM CTeIllaHOBHOM, IIPOIIeb IIPAMO
B'b CHAJIbHIO.

MaTBbeBb Xjaqb — U KOHIIA He OBLJIO 3TOMY
O’KHZlaHi0. OHB OBLIB Tellepb COBChMB KaKb Bb
4any. OHb CMyTHO IIOHUMaJb, YTO IIOCJIAJH 3a

X70p0HOpPMOMb. MaIuHbI KPUKH,
IIePeXO/IUBIIIie TO Bb BHU3Tb, TO BB YKACHYIO
XPUIIOTy —  JIOBOAWJIM €ro [0  IIOJIHAro

H3HeMOyKeHis1. Y Takb IUTH 4ackl. PascBbTasro.

HakoHeITb, IOKTOPs BBIIIENTb — pacTperaH-
HBIH, TSDKeJIO0 IIepeBO/Is bIXaHie.

MaTBbeBb, Cb HCKaKEHHBIMB [0 HEy3HaBa-
€MOCTH, COBCbMBb  KAaKUMB-TO  3eJIeHOBa-
TO-CbpBIMB JIUIIOMb, TOJIBKO >KaJHO, Ch Y>Kaco-
M'b U HaJIeXKJ 0¥ B3IJITHYJI'h Ha HETO — TOBOPUTH
OHB He MOI'b, U OH'B >KJIaJI'h, HEBBIHOCUMO 005Ch
TOTO, YTO YCJIBIIIHUTD.

— Hago 6b110 paHbIIe... 1 cabjaab, YTO MO-
I'b... pe0EHOKD CIIaCeHb... HO, 5 JO/DKEHD CKa-
3aThb, 4TO 6010CH 3a MOCIAbJCTBIA 19 MaTepH, —



IIPOTOBOPUIG JOKTOPH, Bb U3HEMOXKEHIH OIIyC-
KasiCh Ha [UBaHb.



Xl

MaTB]BEB'B Cpasy HHUYero He IIOHAIBb. OHB
CMYTHO YyBCTBOBaJIb TOJILKO, YTO HAZO0 TY-
Iia, Kb Hell — U YCTPEeMUICSI BBb CIIaJbHIO. IIpo-
nuTaHHag bIKuUMB JTbKapCTBEHHBIMD 3aIl1aXOMb
atMocepa oxBaTuiaa ero. OHBb CIBIIIATE KakKie-
TO CTpaHHbIe, HeU3BLCTHBIE €My 3BYKU — U He
IIOHSUIb, 4YTO 3TO KpPUKB ero pebeHka. OHB
CKJIOHWJICI Kb KpOBaTU U BB HOJayMpakb
3aHaBbllleHHOM KOMHaThl yBUAbIBE Mally — U
II0OYTHU He y3Ha/Ib ee, 0 TaKOM CTelleHU JIUIIO0
es1 U3MbHWJIOCH, TaKOe HOBOe OBLI0O Bb HEMb
BBIpa’keHie.

OHa Ccb OOJBIIMMB YCHUIieMBb IIOAHANIA Kb
HeMY PYKY U cj1ab0 eMy yIbIOHYIach.

T'oBOpPUTH OHA He MOIJIa.

OHB IPUIBHYIE I'y6aMU Kb es1 ropsiuei pykh,
U ero HaIlOJIHWJIO YyBCTBO MY4YHTeJBLHAro, IIO-
4TH IIaHWUYeCcKaro crpaxa...

«4YTO Takoe TOBOPWIBH [OKTOPB?! OHa BB
omacHOCTH!.. 3aubMBb->Ke 3T0?.. KaKas Tellepb MO-
JKeThb OBITH OITaCHOCTB?..» — CTy4aso eMy BB IO-
JIOBY.

Kb ato BpeMs AHHa CTemaHOBHA IIO/iHecJa



Kb HEMY YTO-TO.

— Cb OOYKOM II03/IPaBJISIO... IIOIJISITUTE, Ka-
Kasi XopoIlleHbKasi IbBOUKa, — CKa3aJjia OHa.

OHDB OTJITHYJICS Ha esl T0JIOCh U YBUALIE, Cpe-
U TI0JIOTHA, U KPY>KeBb, MaJIeHbKOE, CMOPII[EH-
HOe, TeMHOe I10/106ie YesoBbueckaro JuIa U Ko-
MIONIHUBIIYIOCSI KPOXOTHYI pPy4yKy. OHB TOTUa-
Ch-’)Ke OTBeIDH IJlada U Jake 3aKMYPUIDb HXb,
4yT00b He BHUALTH: 3TO KPOXOTHOE CYIIeCTBO
II0Ka3aJjI0Ch eMy KaKOH-TO CTpAITHOMN
raJUIiolTiHaIle, © eMy Ja)ke He IIPUIILII0O Ha
MBICJIb, UTO 3TO «€T0 U es1 pe6eHOKb».

/IBephb e[1Ba CJIBIITHO CKPUITHYJIA, W II0Ka3aJl-

cd JJOKTOPB.
— BosiHOBaThL ee  HEBO3MOXKHO...  HaJ0
cabiaTth Bce, 4TOOB OHa 3acHysa, — MpayvyHO

IIPOX3HECH OH'Bb. — [IpoITy Bach, BEIAIUTE...

MatBbeBb II0UTH 6e3C03HaTeJbHO HCIIOJHU-
JI'b 3TO TpeboBaHie...

/lBoe CyTOKBH IIPOJLOJDKaIUCh CTpajaHigs Ma-
. OHa ymMupasa oTh IOC/IbACTBIN HeXXaHHOMH,
HO Heusbb)XHOU omeparniiv, 6e3b KOTOPOH II0-
rubJsia-6bl He TOJILKO OHa, a U pebeHOKB. Bch
u3BbCTHBIE [JOKTOpa IlepebbIBalu BB A0Mb, HO
IobaaTh OBLIO Heyero — Maita ymupana. OguHBb



ToJIbKO MaTBbeBDb He XoThsb IIOHHMATL 3TOTO,
He Bbpuis, He 0IIyCKaIb BO3SMOKHOCTH.

OHBP He COMKHYJB IJIa3b U, VKb HUKOIO U
HUYero He CJyllas, He OTXOAW/Ib OTH II0CTEeJH
’KeHBbl, laKe IlepeCcuINBas Bb cebb cTpaxb U II0-
4THU OTBpallleHie, BO30yXaeMble Bb HEMb OJIH-
30CTBI0 KPOXOTHArO CyIllecTBa, KOTOpPoe TO U
Inbjio Kpuyaso.

Mamy npuuactwiad. CTpafaHiga esd KaKb-Obl
cTuxad. OHa JieXkasia HeIllOABIDKHO, ¥ OHb Jlarke
He MOI'b PhIIUTE — BUAUTBH-JIA OHA €ro, YyB-
CTBYeTh-JIU ero Ipucyrcrsie. Ho OHB Bce-)Xe He
BbpuIb, UTO 3TO KOHEITb, OHB TO U IhJIO IIOBTO-
pIb cebb: «Korfa-kKe 3TO IIPOMAETH? KOIZa-Ke
OHAa CTaHeTH IIOIPABJIATHCA?.. CKOpbe, ckophbe!»
besb 3TOH, YIIOPHO BBHI3BIBAEMOM UMD MBICIIH,
OH'B He MOI'b JKUTh...

ITpoxomyiau MUHYTEL. Bapyrs Maiia saTpelre-
TaJla ¥ IIPUIIO/IHIIA TOJIOBY Ch IIOAYIIKH.

— /AbBOoUKy! — IIerIHyJI1a OHa.

PebeHka ImogHECTIH Kb HEH.

— Bo3bMu, — ellle THUIlle, IIOYTHU OAHbMU TY-
6aMu, IIpolrenTasa oOHa.

Ed rosioBa ymasia Ha IIeYO My»Ka U OHb pas-
CJIBIIIAND: «beperu ee... 6eperu». IlortoMb Ma-



IIIMHA T0JI0OBa cAbJasack THKesIoH, IIOTOMB, 0Th
HeBOJIbHAIO ero JABMJKEHid, II0KayHyJach U Ka-
KB-TO CTPaHHO yIIajia Ha IIOAYIIKY.

OHB pmoiro cupgbibs HemoABMXXKHO. Ho Korza
Anna CremmaHOBHA 3aKpbLla MaIlUMHEI Ij1asa U
CJIOKMJIa €M KpecToMb Ha IPyAu PYKH, OHB
BAPYI'b BCKOUMIB U 3aKpUYalb 6€3yMHBIMB IO-
JIOCOMB:

— Yro BHI gbiaete? JI>KkeTe BhI — OHa >KUBA!
OHa >KMBa!.. ocTaBbTe eel.. He CMbUTe TporaTh!..



Xl

HpI/ICTYITB CoBCbMB 6e3ymMHaro oOT4asHig
cMbHMIIICS onbHeHbHieMb. BB [eHB II0XO-
poHs  Mamu, MartBheB:  IIOCTOPpOHHEMY
4esl0BbKy MOI'B II0Ka3aThbCsl PaBHOAYIITHBIM®b.
Onb 6BLTH KaKb BO CHb, ABHTAJICS 6€3CO3HATEIh-
HO U COBChbMB He IIOHUMaAJI'b TOTO, UTO IIPOUCXO-
IOUTH. [lake KOTZja OIIyCTHU/IM MallluHb I'po6h Bb
MOTHUJIY, Y HETO He II0Ka3aJIoOCh HU CJIe3UHKH, U
’KeJITOe, OCYHYBIIIeeCs JIUI0 ero He U3MbHUIIO
CBOETo 3aCTBIBILIATO, YHBILJIO-CIIOKOMHAro
BhIpa’KeHis. PaschaHHO B3sUI'b OH'B T'OPCTH 3€MJIU
U OpOCUIIBb ee Bb MOTILY.

Korza oH'b BepHyJICAd [0JIOM, ¥ HEro IBUJIOCh
TaKoe OIyIl[eHie, OyATO Bb I'PyAU OOJIBILIOH, TH-
JKeJIbIA KaMeHb, KOTOparo c6pocUTh HLTH BOS3-
MOKHOCTH, TaKb YTO U IBITaThC Heuero. U
KpOoMb 3TOTO OIyIleHis CHJIBHO AABAIAro KaMm-
Hd, Bb HeM'b HUYero He ObLI0. Bech Mipb, Bce —
Iponaso, MOTePSyIO BCIKIN CMBICITD,

AnnHa CrenmaHOBHA IIpHHec/Ja eMy ObBOUKY,
po6oBajia TOBOPUTH Ch HUMb; HO OHB COBCHbMb
ee He CJbIIIANb, a OTb JbBOUYKU OTBEPHYJICI U
MaxHYJI'b PYKOIO.



— VHecure ee ckophbe!

JHU cTaau IIPOXOAUTH 3a IHAMHU. OHB Ma-
JIO-TIO-MaJIy BEPHYJICA Kb CBOEHM OOBIYHOM >KU3-
HU, OTIIPaBJILICI Ha CIy>K0y, COCTaB/IsLIb OyMa-
Iy, BcTphyasica ¢b JI0AbMHU, pasroBapuBalb, Ja-
’Ke pascyxzgaab. Ho ko BcbMBb U KO BCeMy, UTO
OHBb [Jbjlalb, 0 4YeMb TOBOPHJIDb H Pa3CyX-
alb, — OHBb OTHOCWICSI Ch PaBHOAYIIieMb U
6esyuactieMb. KaMeHb IIpOZ0/DKaIb JaBUTh €T0
TaKb, YTO OHBb HMHOIAA IIOYUTH 3ajbpixajicd. Ha
CBOI0 IbBOYKY OH'b HUKOTZA He IJISIbJIb, He IIO/I-
XOWIBb Kb Hel, a KOI/ia CJbIIaah el KpUKb, TO
3anupasnsb ABEPHU.

Teriepb OHB KIWIB U HOUEBAb y cebd Bb Ka-
O6uHeTh U BB CHAJBHIO He 3al/sIIbIBaTh.

OHB IOJIYYUIH CIIOCOOHOCTH II0 IbJIBIMB Ya-
caM’b IIPOBOJUTH BB 3a0BITHH, BB IIOJIYAPEMOTh,
HU 0 YeM'b He JyMaThb U BCIUECKHU CTapaJsICs pas-
BUBATh BB cebb 3Ty cI0COOHOCTH, TaKb KaKb BO
BpeMs 3a0bIThS Y7KaCHbIM KaMeHb II0UYTH He UYB-
cTBOBaJICA. CKOPO 3TO 3a0bIThe MHOI/IA CTaJI0 Ha-
XOIUTh Ha Hero ¥ BHb 7j0Ma, Ha CIIy>K6b, BO Bpe-
M paboThl WM pasroBopa Cb KbMBb-HUOY[b.
OHB 0CTaHABJIMBAJICS, HO TOKOHYUBD Qpasskl, He
oTBbUasrs Ha BOIIPOCH, IVIAABIB IIPSIMO BB IJIasa



4esl0BbKy — U He BUAbIB ero. COCIY>KUBIIBI U
3HaKOMBIe Y)XXBb TOJKOBaJA O TOMB, YTO Chb
MaTBbeBEIMB He JIaJHO, UTO OHBb TOTO U >KAU
coBChbM®B cOMIeTs CBh yMa...

Tax® mpomwro gBa Mbcearia. KTo 3a aTo BpeMs
He BHUJANTb €ero, He y3HalIb-0bl. OTH HeEro ocCTa-
JIUCh KOCTH Jla KO0’Ka, IJla3a BBAJIUIUChL U 00OBe-
JIUCh YepHBIMU KpyraMu. /[0JIr0 >KUThH BB TaKO-
M'b COCTOSIHIU OBIJIO HEJIb34.

Kax®b-TO, 3TO 6BLII0 BB SICHBIN BeCeHHIN J|eHb,
MaTBbeBb BepHYJICSI JOMOM COBCbMB pa3OUTHIM:
JaBslias TSOKeCTh BB IPYAU AyIINIa HEBBIHOCHU-
Mo. TeIy1oe, BeCeHHee COJIHIIE, OKUBJIEHIe U IIIy-
Mb Ha yIUIaxb, BCh IIpPOABIIEHIA >KU3HU, OCO-
6eHHO OPOCUBIIILACA eMy BB IJIa3a, IIPUBEJIH €ro,
HaKOHeIlb, Kb IIPOCTO U OIpefbIeHHO CJI0KKB-
LIEMCA MBICJIH, UTO KUTH OO0JIbIIIE HeJIb3 U UTO
He06X0MMO, U KaK'b MOKHO CKOphe, IIOKOHYUTh
Ch 3TOM HEBBIHOCUMOM TSDKECTBO...

U BOTBH, KOI7Ia HOBasl ero0 MBICJIL YyKe Ilepe-
1UIa BB phlleHie, ero B3I b CIy4YalHO yIlaalb
Ha OoJsblIoN mopTpeTh Mamu. OHB CTaxab
IIAAbTh; HO BUALIBL BOBCE HE Becesoe, XOPO-
IIeHbKOe JIMYUKO, M300pakeHHoe Ha II0JI0THb,
a usMbHUBIIeecs, HCKaXeHHOe [0JIIUMb



CTpajlaHieM’b JIUIIO, Cb 3araJJ0YHbIMb, IIOTYXIIIH-
Mb B3IJIS0MbB. OHB OIyTUIb, PU3UYECKU OIIy-
TIWIB Marity 31bCch, Ha CBOeU TPYIHU, U IBCTBEHHO
pascibliana, esi IpeACMepPTHBIM IIOIOTH, es
nocbIHIA cyIoBa:

«beperu ee... 6eperu»...

OHB 3a7posKaTb BCbMBb ThJIOMb, IIOHSJICS U,
IIOYTH He oTHaBasi cebb oTdera BB TOMB, UTO
IobJayrb, HAIIpaBUWJICA BB CIAJBHIO. Bce OBLIIO TH-
X0. BeceJsibIl JIyd'b COJIHIIA BPBHIBAJICSA B OKHO U
npopb3bIBaIb MIUPOKOU II0JI0COI0 BCIO KOMHATY.
JbBouka THXO0 cHaja 3a KUCEHHBIMD II0JIOTOMD
KospI6esibKu. KopMuiunia, 7o6poAyIIHaro BUAa
MoJsofiag elle 6aba, KypHocas U Chb BeCeJIbIMU
rJIazaMy, cuabja Bb CTOPOHbL, HUUero He abag,
CJIOKUBB PYKU IIOLB BBICOKOM Ipyzabio. IIpu
BXogb 6aprHa, KOTOpParo OHa 0 CUXb IIOPH BU-
Iajla TOJBKO MeJbKOMB, H3JaJd M CUHTaja
«IIOPYEeHbIMb», OHA He IIIeJIOXHYJacCh U TOJbKO
POTH pacKpblia OTh YAUBJIEHIS.

MaTBbeBbs HOpsIMO MOJOIIETH Kb KOJIBI-
6esbKb, cTasmrps Iepenb HEH HA KOJbBbHU U TH-
XOHBKO OTIIaXHYJIb M0J0I'b. OHB YBUALIH Ma-
JIEHbKYH TOJIOBKY BB YeluuKb, U3B-IOAD KO-
TOparo  30JIOTHJIUCh  IYIIHUCThIe  BOJIOCKH,



ObJleHbKOE KpyIjioe JIMYUKO CBb II0JYOTKPHITHI-
MBb KPOXOTHEIMB POTUKOMB U 3aKPBHITHIMU IJI1as-
KaMM, OIYIIeHHLIMH [UJIMHHBIMAU YepHBIMU
pbcHunamMu. OHB TIIAAbIb, IIAALIB, 3aTavBb
IbIXaHie, U BAPYI'b TOJIOBKA IIOLIEBEJIWIACh, U
OoJiblllie TeMHBbIE IJIa3KHU IVIIHYJIM HOPIMO Ha
Hero, IIpsIMO eMy BB IJla3a, HeOOBIKHOBEHHO Ce-
pPbe3HO U BHUMAaTEeIbHO.

HeusbdaCHUMBIN IIPUINBL JIOOBU, OJia’KeH-
CTBa, Hb’)KHOCTHU OXBaTUIb €ro, Cjae3bl TaKb U
OpBIBHYJIH, U BB TO-)Ke€ BPeEMSI OHBH II0UYBCTBO-
Bal'b, KaKb OTXOJUTH OTH €ro I'PYAU TsOKeJIbIN
KaMeHb, KaKb Ch KaK[I0! CeKYHI0M CTaHOBUTCS
BCe JIerye AbIIIaTh.

— Marra! Marmia! — mrenranah OHB.

JbBOoUKa 3aIuIakasa, U BCe es JIMYUKO CMOP-
IIIWJIOCH, IIOKpacHbJIO.

OHB OCTOPO’KHO, APO’KABIINMH PYKaMHU, BbI-
HYJb €e U3b KOJIbIOeJbKH, U HPHKUMalb Kb
cebb, U NOKpHIBANB >KaAHBIMU ITONbIYIMU es
CMOPIIeHbIN JIOOUKD, ed IJIa3KH, es ropsdisd, IIy-
LIIUCTHIA I[eYKHU.

KopMmuunia crossa Bo3jb U, IMUPOKO YJIbIOA-
sICh, TI0Ka3bIBasi CBOM 60JibIllie 6bjble 3y6bl, To-
BOpHIIA:



— Bapuns, a 6apuHs! 1a, BbAb, 3TaKb BHI ee
HCITyXaerel..



Xl

b 3TOT0 JHA A1 MaTBbeBa Haudajlacb HOBas

J)KU3Hb. OHB BBIIIEJDb H3b CBOETO 3a0BIThH,
KaMeHb He JaBW/IBb ero 6osble. OHBb IIPOOJI-
KaJh CHJIBHO TOCKOBaTh IIO >KeHb, TO U ObJIO
BO3Bpalllajicd Kb HeM MBIC/IbI0; HO Bb MUHYTHI,
KOIZla TOCKa W rope OfoJbBaJi OHB IIeIb Kb
«MayleHbKOM Maib», ¥ pe6eHOKD faBalb eMy
TaKyl 0Tpajy, YTO TOCKa U ropo ocsabbBasiy, 3a-
THUXaJIH.

MasieHpKasg Mama cabiasack efUHCTBEHHBI-
Mb JKUBBIMB MHTEPECOMB, CMBICIOMB €r0 SKHS-
HU. OHB IlepecTas’b ObIBaTh BB 00IIeCcTBh, HU-
KTO He BUZIAJIb €r0 Bb TeaTpaxb, ja U HUTAL He
BHUJaIb. OKOHUHUBD CIyKeOHBIA 3aHATIA, OHbB
BO3BpalllajIcsa AOMOM, M Korjfa Mala He cIiasa,
OH'Bb BO3WJICA Ch HEI0; KOIZla OHa 3achllasa, OHb
yXOAWIb BBb COChIHIOIO KOMHaTy W OpaJica 3a
KHUTY, TO ¥ AbJIO OTPBIBAsACh OTH UTEHId U IIPH-
CJIYILIMBAsICh.

X0341CTBOMB €r0 Bb TO BpeMs YIIpPaBJIsijIa II0-
JKHUIasd HbMKa, peKoMeH/loBaHHas AHHOH CTela-
HOBHOU. Ho 3Ty HbMKy OHB IIOUTH He BUJAJb.
JIy4IIMMHU er0 ApPYy3bsIMH OBLIH Tellepb KOPMU-



JUIla U CcTapasd HgHA, B3ATad TOXKe II0
pexoMeHpaIi AHHBI CTeIlaHOBHBI.

Idtu 1B JKeHIIMHBI XOUJIHN 38 Maile, JH06u-
Jid Mairy ¥ MeXay HUMU U 6apUHOMB He MOIJIO
He YCTaHOBUTLCA OJIM30CTH, TaKb KaKb MHTEpPe-
Cbl y BChbXb uUXb ObLIX 00611ie. 1 KOopMUINULa, U
HAHS Telepb AyIIM He 4Yasju Bb OapuHb.
[IpocHeTCd OHB yTPOMB U 3BOHUTH, a Uepesdb
HbCKOJIBKO CeKYHIb VKb CIBIIUTH 3a ABEPHIO
CTapylIedii TroJIoCh:

— BoThs ¥ Hal'es TAIlOYKa IIPOCHYJIUCH... a
MairieHbKa JaBHO [A0KUAaeTcd... IIocTydyu, Ma-
TYIlIKa, BBb JBepb PYYKOM, CKa)XM: IIall0ukKa,
MOXHO Kb BaM'b?

— Mo>KHO, HSHS, MO>KHO, IaBaliTe ee croza!

ToJsicTass MasleHbKas CTapyllKa Ch OTPOMHOM
6opozaBko¥ B03sbh HOCa, BHOCUTH Mallly, KOTO-
pasi HOAIIPBITUBAaeTh Y Hesd Ha pyKaxb, bapaba-
HUTH ee II0 KPYIJIOMY >KUBOTY KPOXOTHBIMU
IyXJIEHbKUMHU HO>KKaMU U, BBITIHYBG BIIepelb
PYYEHKY CBH OTCTaBJIEeHHLIMD YKasaTeIbHLIMD
HaJTbYUKOMB, YCUJIEHHO U HAIIPSHKEHHO X04YeTh
4YTO-TO CKa3aTh, UTO-TO O0BICHUTH OUYEHb HHTeE-
pecHoe U BaKHOe:

—A...a...al.. 6y... 3al..



— A y Hach, CKaXky, I1all0yKa, 3y004YeKb HO-
BBl 3a HOYb BBIIIEJSb! — PagoCTHO T'OBOPUTDH
HSHSL.

— I'mb? rob? ITokaskuTe!

OHB OepeTh Ha pyku Marly, IibyeTs ee, XO-
4eTh paskaTb el poTHUKb. Ho OHa He Jaercd,
eXKUTCS, XUTPO TaKb CMOTPHUTD.



XV

BpeMH nwro. Kopmmimna >xuia yXe BB [ie-
peBHb U gBJSJIaCh pash BB TOAb HaBbCTUTH
b6apuHa U CBOKO OapsllHIO. OHa fABJAIACHh Cb
3arpyo6bybIMB, 00BLTpPEeHHEBIMB, OBICTPO
CTaphBIIMME JIUIIOMB, IIPUHOCUIIA Ch COOOI0 3a-
I1axb JlepeBeHCKOM U30bl ¥ HeM3MbHHBIN I'OCTH-
Hellb — II0JIOTHAHBINM MbIlleUeKd Cb KaJleHbIMU
opbxamu. MaTBheBb BCTpbuanb ce KakKb POJ-
HYI0, JIIOOMMYIO CeCcTpy, TPOeKpaTHO KpbIIKO
I1bJIoBaJICA Ch HElo, pascIpalluBalb ee 000 BCe-
Mb U, Bb CBOIO 04Yepe/ib, PasCKasblBalb el «BCe»,
TaKb KaKb ero «Bce» 3aKJIHUYaIoch BH Marib.
[lepers OTHbL3IOMB BB [JepeBHI0 KOPMHIJIHIIA
BXOAMJIa Kb HEMY BB IIYIIyHb, Cb T'0JIOBOIO, 06-
BSI3aHHOU OOJIBIIMMB KJIbTUaTBHIMB IIATKOMD,
U, HU3KO KJIaHAACh, TOBOPUJIA:

— IIpoieHbsd IIPOCUMB, 6aTIOIIKa OapUHb...
3a xyb0'b, 3a COJIb... IOIIIM BaMb Llapuila Hebec-
Has 3[{0pOBbs, MallleHbKY, YTOOb POCTUTS [la Ha
Hee pafioBaThCs, Ha 30JI0TO Hallle HeHaIJISHOe. ..

MatBheB® He 3HaIb, KAKb U OLaPUTH KOPMU-
juny. OHa HU J106MIa-To 6aprHa Aa MallleHbKY
3a TO, UYTO KaKJbIM pasb IIoJydaja TO Ha IIO0-



IpaBKy H30eHKH, TO Ha IOKYHIKYy KOPOBKH, HO
Bce-xe Jirobmia. 1 MaTBheBh OBIBa/Ib BCerna
pacTporaHs, BUJs, KaKb IIpU IPOIaHbU Cb Ma-
IIIeli, OHA BCer/la yTupaeTh PyKaBOMb CJIe3bL.

Crapas HgH4 3a60J1bJ1a, ee CBe3/IU Bb O0JILHU-
Iy, ¥ OHa TaM'b yMepJia. Tellepb Bb JOMb X03511-
HUyasla U BcbMBb ymnpasssiia Hacraces I1eTpos-
Ha, cTapasl ObBUIlA, KaKas-TO OYeHb MJaJIbHSI
POACTBeHHMUIla IIOKOMHOM Mamu, a Kb
mATUIbTHEN yKe AbBOYKb Oblla IIpUcCTaBJieHa
1711 GpaHIly3CKaro sI3blKa MoJIoJasi IIBeHIlapKa,
Krou.

Jrta XXrouu 6pLIa 30poBasi, Becesagd U Kpac-
HoOIlleKasd AbBYIIKA, Ch KapuUMH IJlasKaMUd U
YMWIbHBIMB POTHUKOMbB, CJIaraBIIUMCS BB Cep-
neuko. Kakb pasp Ilepegb ThbMBb, KakKb OHa
IBWIaCh «Ha [Opoby», MOKTOPD, IIOCTOSIHHO
CIbUBIIIN 3a 30poBbeMBb Mally, JoKasblBasla
MaTtBhbeBy, uT0 Ipu pebeHKb HelmpeMbHHO T0JDK-
HO OBITH 3/I0POBOE U MOJIOJIO€ CYII[eCTBO. ITOTh
IOKTOPB, U3 MOJIOJIBIX'G, «CIbINIE 3a HAYKOM»,
UMbJI'b CBOM TeOpiH, KaKAbIM TOAb b3guiab 3a-
IpaHUIly U Jake y4yacTBOBaIb BO (paHIys-
CKUXb u HbMeIKUXb MeJUIIUHCKUXb
U3faHiAXb. OHb YBLPSAIB, UTO ALTH HEOOBIKHO-



BEHHO BOCIIPIMMYHBEI U YTO aTMocepa I0KHU-
JIOTO, a Y>Kb ThMB 60sihe He3opoBaro uesoBbka
OYeHb BPeIHO Ha HUXD ObHUCTByeTh. OHB IIPH-
BeJ'b MHOKECTBO IIpUMbLpPOBBH, IIOATBEP KIAl0-
IITUXb er0 MHbHIie, 1 3aKOHYWTh TaKb:

— Jla, He MOKeTHh OBITh HUKAKOI0 COMHbHIS
Bb TOMb, YTO, IIPH IIOCTOIHHOMbB, HEIIOCPE]:-
CTBEHHOMb OOIIeHIM MeXIy JIIAbMHU IIPOUCXO-
OUTDH HEeBUIUMBIM, HO CYIlleCTBEHHbI 0OMbHB:
CTapbl¥, UCTOILIEHHBINA OPraHU3Mb IIOIJIOIIAETh
CIUTy MOJIOZIOTO, 3J0POBAaro opraHusMa u, Kpomb
TOrO, IlepefacTb eMy CBOM HeMoIlu. HemapoMp,
Korja napp /laBUAb BOATh BB CTApOCTh H
OpSIXbJIb, PALOMB Ch HUMB KJIaJId MOJIOABIXb
U 3I0POBBIXDH IhBYIIIEKDb, 3MaHAIlil KOTOPBIXb
IIpyjaBaJu CTaply CUIy ¥ HOOALep>KUBaIU
>KU3HB €ro...

dtoTh npuMbp® 1aps AaBuja 0KOHYATEJIbHO
yobarre MaTBheBa U, Korjga OHb YBUALID [bI-
LIABIIYI0 310pOBbeMB JKIOJIH, Ch e pPO30BBIMU
IeKaMd U YMIWIBHBIMB POTUKOMB, U3h KOTOPa-
r'0 BBIIJISIIBIBAJIN IIOBpeMeHaMb ObJjible KphIiKie
3y0bl, OHB Cpasy phIIuiIb, 4TO OHA JOJ/DKHA
0CTaThCs, YTO esl «aTMochepa» He TOJIBKO He I10-
BpeguTh Marub, Ho, HaBbpHOe, OyzeTh A1 Hesd



30POBOIA.

Hacraces IleTpoBHa X0ThJ1a-0b1JI0 YTO-TO BOS3-
pasuTh OPOTHUBB ITOTO phllleHid; HO TOJIBKO CMY-
THJIaCh U HUYEro He CKasaJia.

JKrosmu okasasiach He AbBYIIIKA, a 30710T0. OHa
BHecCJla Bb JJOMb Becesabe, IIbCHU, 3a6aBbl. Ma-
Ia Takb Kb Hed U IIPWIbHYJA, U He IPOIILIO0
mbcdIia, Kakb yKb OUYeHb MUJIO HauWHaIa 00JI-
TaTh I10-QPaHITY3CKU.

JKrosmu 6b11a yposKeHKa KaHTOHA Bo, AbBHUITLI
KoToparo wu3BbCcTHBRI BO Bceir IlIBeUrapiu
HbEXXHOCTBIO U €1aboCThI0 CcBoero cepaiia. OHb
BCerja BJIIOOJIEHBl — HHauye ObITh HE MOIYTh.
[TouyBCTBOBaBb BJIHOJIEHHOCTh, OHb He pa3scyx-
IATh U OTAAI0TCS HEIIPEeOoJ0JIMMOMY BJIEUEHII0
cepAlia BB IIOJHOM yBbpeHHOCTH, 4uTO 60phba
besriosiesHa. Cb IEpBBIXH JKe [JHEU CBOero
npebbiBaHiga BB JHoMmb, Ko Biaw6mIach BB
KpacuBaro MOJIOJOTO «monsieur», a HHTUM-
HOCTb, HeM30b)KHO yCTaHaBJIMBABIIAACA MeXXIY
HUMD M BchbMH, KTO OLLIBL O/IM30KH Kb Mamih,
TOJIBKO YCUJIMBAJIA 3Ty BIIHOOJI€HHOCTb.

Ecim-661 MaTBbeBDh He OBLIH UCKIHUYHNTEID-
HO IIOIJIOIIEHh CBOE€M IhBOUKOM, OHB JAaBHO
3aMbTHIB-0BI, uTO JKIOSIK caMa He CBOsS, KOTrga



OH'Bb PALOMB Ch Hel0 U Kb Hel obpalliaeTcs, 4To
BCAd OHA TaKb U 3aropaeTrcsi PyMSHIIEMBb OTbH
Ka’k/laro ero cjoBa M YTO KOIZla OHA IIPON3HO-
CHUTDB:. «Inonsieur», rojIoch est 0co0eHHO Hb)KeHD,
IJIa3KKA ONYIleHbl, a POTHUKD COBCHMB IIpeBpa-
11aeTcs Bb CePHevKo.

«Hy, Takb 1 U 3HaJja... CKBepHas IhBUYOHKA
yKb HaUUHaeTh!» — II0BTOpsiIa cebb BB IIy6o-
KOMBb HerofgoBaHiu Hacrackss IleTpoBHa; HO
TYyTh-Ke IpUXoAuIa Kb phlleHit, yTo abaaTh
Heuero, 4To «MY>KYWHBI BCh Takie» M 4TO el
OCTaeTCsI OJJHO — 3aKphIBaTh Ha BCe IJjla3a U HU-
4ero He BUAbTh. OZHAKO, OHA IJ1a3b He 3aKphIBa-
JIa M KaTHO cabAuiia 3a «)KIIbKOM».



XV

MaTtBbeBb m0or0 HHUYero He 3aMbuaab. Co
BpeMeHU KOHYUHBI JKeHbl M HauaBIlIeU Ha-
HOJIHATH BCH €ro >KHU3Hb JIIOOBU Kb pPeOeHKY,
OHBb COBCbMB He JayMaadb O >KeHIUHaXb, He
BCJIbICTBie KaKUXB-JIM00 PasCy KAeHil, a IIPOCTO
IIOTOMY, YTO 9Ta MBICJIb He IIPUXOJUIa eMy Bb
rosioBy. OHB CTPAacTHO JIIOOWIH TOJBKO OIHY
JKeHIIIMHY, U 3Ta >KeHIIMHA OblIa OTHITA ¥ HEro
Bb CaMBbIM pasrapb ero cTpacTu. IlIoaTomy, Bb ero
BOCIIOMHHAHIN U IpeJCTaBJIeHIH, JH06HUMas
JKeHIIUHA SBJSLIach CBATbIHeH. He Oyab Ma-
JIEeHbKOM Maiy, oHb, BbposATHO, CTanrb-ObI HC-
KaTh HOBYI CBSTBHIHIO U TOCKOBAaTh 110 Hed. Ho
npu Maib Hekorga 6bLJI0 eMy HMCKaTh, HEKOTZa
OBLJIO TOCKOBATh BCS KHU3HBb OblIa HAIIOJTHEHA.
OmHako, OHb OBLIBL MOJIOABH U KHJIDb TaKb
TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, UTO He OBLIO IIpU ero o6pasb
’KU3HHU, Cc00J1a3HOBB. Temepnb-)Ke «aTMochepar»
Kromm HerpeMbHHO [o0/DKHaA ObLIa Ha Hero
nopbiictBoBaTh. OHB BIPYI'L CTalh 3aMbuaTh
3Ty KPaCHUBYIO ObBYIIIKY U y7Ke CTAHOBUJICS, XOTh
U He OTAaBalb cebb BB TOMB 0TUYeTa, HEPABHO-
IOYITHBIMB IIPU es1 6JIU30CTH.



OxuHB pas3sb nociab 06bra, Korga yKe 3aKIIu
Jlamibl, JKrosu cupibiia ¢b Malie B TOCTUHOHN §
CTOJIa, ITOKa3blBajla el KapTUHKH U 00BICHSIA
uxb. Malra BHUMAaTeJlbHO, PAaCKpPhIBb POTHUKYD,
CaylIajza U TOJIBKO BpeMs OTh BpOMeHU CIIpa-
IIMBaJIa:

— Pourquoi est-elle méchanto, cette vieille
dame?.. A oT4ero oHa 3s1as1?.. A 3a4bMb OHa IIpU-
ia Bb OOJBINION AOMB?.. A 3aubMb BbH 10Mb
OblTa MajleHbKasg KOMHATa? a II0u4eMy MaJlb4U-
Kb ObLTH ObIHBIH?..

MatBbeB® BoIIesI’s B TOCTUHYIO U, KAKDb BCe-
rga, He MOI'b He TIIOHOHUTH Kb Mamtb. OHB
nonhbyioBalb es1 PyCyw TOJIOBKY, IPUIABUHYJIH
CTy1h U Chab psIgoMb Ch Her. JKHOIU ITOIMHS-
JIa-0BLJI0 Ha Hero IJja3a, HO celyachb-Ke U OIIy-
ctuia uxb. OHa BCA 3aMepsia U IIOTepsja CIIO-
cobHOCThL oTBbUaTh Ha MalluHBI «3a4bMb» U
«I104YeMy».

YV MatBhbeBa cTy4yaso cepplie, U HayuHasIa
KPY>KUTBCA rosioBa. OHB y>Kb He BUAbJIB Mamy,
BUALIBL TOJBKO ONyIlleHHble TJasa JKrouu, es
KPYIJIYIO IIBLJIABIIYIO IIEKY, es1 HEPOBHO [IbIIIIAB-
Iy rpygb. OHB Ciabguiab, KaKb OTH 3TOTO
HepOBHAro /[bIXaHid efiBa 3aMbTHO IIIeBeJIUTCH,



4yThb-UyTh IIPUIIOABIMASACh HaAb JIMHIEN KOp-
ceTa, KOpHYHeBas IIepCTdHas TKaHb IUIAThS
JKrosmu. 11 aTO CKpOMHOE, II0HOIIIeHHOe IIaThHUIle
BIPYI'b CTAJ0 €My HeOOBIKHOBEHHO MuJO. OTh
npexHern  JKroJyM,  IIPOCTOM  BYJITapHOM
IObBYIIIKM — HUUYEro He 0CTaJoCh. Bce BB Hel U
Ha HeHl cAbjajioch IIpeJsIeCTHBIMB, COOJIa3HU-
TeJIbHBIMbB, MaHAIMMB. I OHB 3HaIb, 3HAID
HaBbpHO, UYTO OJHO ero [ABK)KeHie, OIWHDB
B3IJIIAb — U BCe 3TO Oy[eTh IIpUHAJJIeKaTh
eMy.

KpymHaga 6bias pyka ’Kroyiv ¢b MaJleHBKUMb
OMpIO30BBIMB KOJIEUKOMB Ha NaJjbllh 3aMepia
Ha couHKb Kpecima, rab  cupbsaa  Mara.
MatBbeBb, yKe He Byagbs C06010, IIPUIIOHSICI
U BIOWICA B3IJIILOMB BB 3Ty PyKy. Ho BIpyrs
OHB OXBaTW/Ib PYKaMH TOJIOBY CBOell AbBOYKH,
Kpbnko morbiioBasb ee W, He B3IJIIHYBL Ha
JKrosy, BBIIIETb U3 TOCTUHOM.

Ha ciabpyromee yTpo— OHB CKasaadb Ha-
cracbh IleTpoBHb:

— 3HaeTe, YTO MHb IIPUIILIIO BB TOJIOBY... 5
OYeHb He XOPOIIIOo IIOCTYIIMIb, B39Bb Kb Mamb
TaKyl MOJIOAYI0O M KpacuByro OOHHY... S BoBce
He X04y, 4TOOBI IIp0 MeHs XOAUJIN CIIETHU. Ha-



110, YTOOBI OHa Halia cebb gpyroe MbcTo... TOID-
KO 0e3b BCSIKHXDb HEIPISTHOCTENM U YTOOBI OHa
He obuahbace.

HacTtaceda IleTpoBHa KaKBb-TO IIO{03PUTEILHO
Ha Hero B3IJIIHYJIA.

— KoneuHo, BBI IIpaBHl, AJlekcaHapb
CeprbeBuub, — CKa3ajia OHa: — I BCe 3TO IIOTH-
XOHBKY YCTPOI0, a 11 MallleHbKH IIOUIIy 60HHY
rocrapite, JbTh HOAB TpUALATH... KpacoTa BB
HHUXDb — BeIllb JIUITHIA. .

JlHelt dyepesd mecdaTh JKi0JH, BCSI BB CIe3aXb,
oropyeHHas W OOM>KeHHasl, HUUero He IIOHUMas
U KJISHSICh Bb BbUHOM HeHaBHCTH Kb HacTackbh
[leTpoBHb, ybxasa u3b moma. MaTtBheBb OBLIB
Ha CJIy>K0b, 1 OHa He MOrJIa Cb HUMb IIPOCTUTH-
8

Onmxaxo, Hacrtaces IleTpoBHa BCe KaKb-TO
CTPaHHO IIOIJIgAbBIBajJIa — OHAa IHofjo3pbBasa
Anexcanzupa CeprbeBrya BB OOJBIION HEUC-
KPeHHOCTU U YCHOKOWJIACh TOJIBKO, Y3HaBb
HaBbpHO, uTOo JKtos11 mostyumniia MbCTO BB JiepeB-
HI0 U ybxasa uss IleTepbypra.



Xvi

Hponmo ele /Ba roga. Bp 3T0 BpeMsa ymepsb
CeHaToOpPhb BOPOTBIHCKIN, TaKb [0 CAMOM CBO-
el CMepTH U He BIYCKAaBIIi Kb cebb BHyKa U
Has3bIBaBIIIM ero Bb PLAKUXE CIydasxb, KOTAa
IIPUXOAUIIOCH YIIOMSHYTh O HEMb, HE MHaue Ka-
Kb «3TOTh OosiBaHBb». Ha mOXOopoHaxb abra
MatBhbeBt BeTphTHIICH CB TOM camMoit JIMOUKOTH,
KOTOPYI0 KOIZIAa-TO CTapUKb HIPOYUIH €My Bb
HeBbcTHL Temleph JIMZ04YKa CTaja IIPeIECTHOIO
JKeHIITUHOM. OHa oBOBhbJIa rofia Ch Ba TOMY Ha-
3ab, MOCJIb KpaTKaro M HeyJadHaro CyIIpy»Ke-
cTrBa. Y HHXBP OBLJIO MHOILO  OOHIHXD
BOCIIOMHHAaHIN, U JIugouka 3ajnyyuina Kb cebb
HeyroguMa. CKOpo OHB 3aMbTHIIB, UTO €ro BCe
6oJibIITe ¥ 60JIbIIe HAYUHAETh TIAHYTh Kb HEU, U
OHBb He IIPOTUBHJICA 3TOMY BJIeUEeHiI0. 3HaKO-
Mble oOpalllaJli BHUMaHie Ha IlepeMbHY BB
HeMb: OHB IIOMOJIOAbJIB, cabjajics TaKUMb
¢paHTOMb. ITO IPUOUCATHA TOMY, UYTO HOCITh
nbra oHB TOMy4YWIh HacabAcTBO. Ho Bce mbiio
OBLJIO He BB HacabacTBh, a BB JIngoukhb.

OHB BCe yallle ¥ Yallle OCTaHaBJIUBAJICA Ha
MBICJIA O BO3MOKHOCTH >KEHHUTHOBI. JIMIOUYKa



HpaBHJIaCh eMy U BOBCe He CKphIBaJla, UYTO U OHb
el HpaBUTCA. EMy Kasayioch, YTO MOJIOJAs KeH-
IIUHA O4YeHb 06pa, YTO OHA O6YyJeTh OUYeHb JIIO-
6uth Marny. Kb ToMy-Ke Bbab, OHa 3Hajia ero
IIOKOMHYI0 >KeHy, Oblla [py>KHa Cb Helo. /b0
HaJIa’)KMBaJIOCh; pa3Bs3Ka Kasalach OJIM3KOM.

Jluzouka y>Ke He pa3b OblBasia «y Hacracbu
[TeTpoBHBI U Maiu», Bo3uaa Malllh UTpyIIku u
KOHQEKTBI, HaKOHeI[b, IIpibXasa Kb HUMB 3a-
pocTto 06braTts. U MaTBheBb, U OHa XOPOIIIO I10-
HUMaJIY, YTO 3TOTH JeHb O0y[eTh phllarminumMb
IHeMD BB UXb KU3HU. HacTacea IleTpoBHA, TO-
’Ke 3TO IIOHMMaBIlasd, 6blyIa OUeHb He BB AyXb,
XO0TH TIIaTeJbHO CKphIBajia CBOe oropueHie. OHa
BCe yTPO pacKJafiblBajia KapThl — BBIXO/IUJIO BCe
«MapbsHKb» U IIOTOMB «OTOpUeHie OTH UepBOH-
HO laMbl BB Tpe(pOBOMB JOMb».

MatBbeBb 4YyBCTBOBaJIb Cebsg B3BOJHOBAH-
HBIM'b, HO B'b TO ’Ke BpeMs U CUaCTJIUBbIMb. EMy
TaKb PaZjoCTHO OBLIO BUALTH JIUAOUKY PSIOMb
cb Mamreli, BUAbTH ee JlacKarwllleidl ero Marry.
JbBouka 6oJsiTasia 6€3b YMOJIKY, IThjlOBajla «Te-
Tt0 JIugy», pasrysifplBasia ee, TOBOPUIIA:

— Kakie y Bach Xopoltie 1y1a3a, roayoble KaKb
BLTOYKH... aX'b, KaAKOe y BaCh KpacuBOe KOJIeU-



KO — KOT/Ia g BBIPOCTY 60JIbIIIasA, TaKh MOIIPOIILY
[IaIl0uKy, 4ToO6bl OHb HellpeMbHHO MHb 1107apH-
JIb Takoe!..

OHB He CIIyCKaJI'b Ch HUXD IJIa3hb U JI0O0BAJ-
Csl UMHU.

ITocib obbga Mamry yBesd BB AbTCKyr0. Ha-
cracbs IleTpoBHaA II0UyBCTBOBasa cebs COBChbMB
JIMIITHEH U yAaJduwiach Ch OOJIBIIOK IPYCTHIO.
OHHU oCTasIuCh BABOEMBb BH  T'OCTHHOU.
PbimresbHag MUHyTa IpUOJIMDKaIach: OHU 00a
011U YBhpeHBI, UTO IPUOIHIKAETCS.

MaTBbeBb cTasrb TOBOPUTH 0 Maitth, TOJIBKO 0
Mamib. OHB IlepefaBanb BCh IOAPOOGHOCTH esd
ObTCKOM >KU3HM, YBJIEKaJICs, IJ1asa ero rophiuy,
OHB BUJLIE Ilepel’b COO0I0 TOJIBKO ee, CBOK [10-
pOryo AbBOUKY.

Jupodka ciymiaza CHadajJla BHUMAaTesIbHO;
IIOTOMB €M CTajl0 CKy4YHO; IIOTOMB J[0CaJHO U
mpocTo 06ugHO. OHa BCIIBIXHYJIA U Y Hesl COpBa-
JIOCh:

— Enfin, mon cher AnexkcaHaps CeprbeBUYb,
c'est bien drole: vous ne parlez que de la petite...
vous ne pensez qu'a elle!

OHBb He BbpWIb ylIaMb CBOUMB U BIPYT'h
no6abaHbIE.



— Vous dites, madame? — IIporoBopuIb OHB
TaKUM'b TOHOMB, 4TO JIUi0uKa cOBCbMB pascep-
IUIach.

Ho eMy 6bLI0 Bce paBHO. OHB 3Ha/Ib Tellepk,
4TO He KeHUTCH. JIUfouKa craja O4eHb JIHbes-
HOH U CKOPO ybxaJia.

IIpoBoguB® ee, MaTBbeBb [OJIT0 CTOSID IIe-
pens HOPTPeTOMD JKeHbI U IVIAALJIb Ha Hero He
OTPHIBASACH. /laBHO 3a06bITasl TATOCTh, KAKH CEMb
JbTh TOMY Ha3aab, HajlelJla Ha HEro U craJa Jy-
IIUTh.

— Mama! Maiia, — KpUKHYJIb OHB:- I4b THI?

Mara B6bxasa.

— YTo, mamoyka?.. A KakKb >KaJjlb, UTO TeTd
Juma y>kb ybxasia... Cama obbirjasa octaTbcs, I10-
Ka s CIIaTh II0¥Y, a caMa ybxaJa...

MatBbeBb B3sIb IbBOUYKY Ha KOJIbHH, IIPU-
’Kas'b esd TOJIOBKY Kb CBOEU I'pyAu U, Obiayd ee,
HIenTalIh:

— He Hago HaM® TeTd JIUALL... HAMDB JIyYllle
TaKb, BABOeMb Cbh T0060M... Pa3Bb Te6hb cKyuHO
Ch I1amoun?

— HbTh, mamouka, He CKy4YHO, — KAaKb-TO
B3[0XHyJIa Malia ¥ 06BMJIa IIe0 OTI[a PyYOHKA-
MU, KphUKO Kb HEMY IIPHKUMASCh.



U BB Ty-Ke MUHYTY TATOCTH OTIIYCTWJIA, U
OH'Bb B3[JOXHYJI'b CBOOOHO, IIOJTHOU IPYABIO.

Jlugouka y>Ke He 6bIBajia 6osiblile «y Hacra-
cbu IleTpoBHBEI U Mamm» — oHa ybxasa 3a rpa-
Huiy. Hacracess IleTpoBHa TOpP>KeCTBOBAJIA,
YCIIOKOWJIACh, U Cb ThXb IOPh MaTBheBH He BOs3-
Oy>KIaIb Bb Hell 6e3I10KOMCTBA.

OHB BepHyJICA Kb CBOEH IIpeKHeU JKU3HU U
He MCIBITHIBATh HUKAaKUXb C00/1a3HOBBL. OHB
KWJI'B TOJIBKO Aj19 Mallry, oThaBasg el Bce CBOe
CcBOOOHOE BpeMs, y4ya ee caMb U ciabjd 3a es
ypokaMu. Kb ciry>x6b cBoell OHB GBI PaBHOAY-
IIeHb U II0TOMY He cabjaab Kapbephl. Bce ero
yecToJII00ie 3ak/Iovasock Bb Maib, Bch ero Ha-
rpajsl Bb ed IIPUBSA3AaHHOCTU U JlacKaxXb. Beerga
CKPOMHBIN U paschsaHHBIN, OHD IPUHUMAJID I'Op-
Iy OCaHKy, KOIZia LIeJab IIOAB PYKY Chb IIOAPO-
CTaBIIIe! XOPOIIeHBKOM [OOUKOM WIM KOTfa
CUAbJIB 3a ed CTYJIOMB BB JIOKb TeaTpa.

U BoTe mpomwtu roma. Marra Breipocia. OHa
X04eTh 3aMyXb, OHa JIIOOUTH buproieBa, u
BHpPIOJIEBE IIPOCUTE e PYKH.



XVil

Bcis 9THU TOJBI, YHECIIIS MOJIOLOCTh, OBICTPO U
IpKO MeJbKalu Ilepeqb MaTBheBbIMBb. UyB-
CTBO TOPHKOM 0OH/IBI, TSHKKAro, HUKOTJA eIe He
UCIIBITAHHAT0 UMb OCKOPOJIeHid II0JHUMAaJIoCh
BBH HeMb. Bbib, Bo BchXb €ro BOCIIOMHUHAHISIX'E,
OHSXB U Yacax’b OZHOOOpasHOM, HUKOMY He KH-
TepecHOM KM3HU 3aypsAiHaro 4yejoBbKa U HeJIto-
IuMa, — OblIa OJHA TOJILKO CYII[HOCTh, OAWHDB
CMBICIh, — Mairta. Pagu Hed 0TKasaJjicd OHB OTh
CBOEro JIMYHAro CYacThbsI M HaCJaKAeHis, OTbH
BChX'b YZIOBOJILCTBIN U YCIIBXOBD.

U BOTH, KOTJja 3epKaJl0o ceryach I10KasaJio
eMy, 4TO IIPUOJIM>KaeTCd CTapoCTh, — Y HEro He
0CTaeTCd HHUYEro, eMy TPO3UTH CepleuHas HU-
1eTa, OHb COBChbMB OIMHOKBH, HUKOMY He HY-
KeHb.

«boxe MOM, Kakasl »KeCTOKas HebJiarojaap-
HOCTb!» — MYYUTEJbHO AyMalb OHBb, COBCbMb
3abpIBasg, 4TO HaMl0-Ke pasabThCs, jedb BB IIO-
CTeJIb, 3aTYIIIUTH CBbUy, UTO CKOPO Y>Kb YTPO.

OHB CHOBA OIIYCTUJICH Bb KPECJIO.

«boke MOM, Kakasl »KeCTOKas HebJiaroaap-
HOCTBh!» — MBICJIEHHO TOBTOPUIBL OHB. «S OT-



Jaqb el BCe,— U BOTH OHA IIpefaTesbCKU XO-
4eTh MeHS IOKHUHYTh! SIBUJICI MOJIOKOCOCH, KO-
TOPBIM MbCAIIP TOMY Hasagb, MOXXeTh OBITh,
coBcbMB 0 Hell He IyManb, KOTOPBIF, MOXXETh
OBITh, U JIIOOUTHL-TO €e HUKOIZIa He CyMbeTs — U
OHa ObLXXUTH OTH MEHSI Chb ITUMB MOJIOKOCOCO-
MB!.. OHa ero JiO6HUTH!.. JIOOUTH!.. /Ia KOoTJIa->Kb
3TO OHa ycIThJja MOJIO0UTH ero? 3a 4To? UYTo OH'b
11 Hes Takoe?.. OHa ero JIIo6UTH!.. a I0OTOMY Ha-
10 6POCUTH 0TIIA, KOTOPBIX KWI'b, IbIIIATE €10...
Jla, Bb/ib, 51 He MOTY )KUTh 6e3b Hes! BbIb, 1 yMpy
0e3b Hesl.

U eMy mpefCcTaBIsIOCh, UYTO BOTH €4 HbTE...
OHB OAVHB. OHBb BO3BpPAILAETCS CO CJIY>KOBI JI0-
MOM — UM OHa He BCTphuaeTs ero... E1 HbTH HU-
rab, HU B TOCTHUHOMN, HU Bb KaOUHETh, HU BB es
crtanbHb. Bece mycro. Kora oHb Takb IPUXOIU-
JI'b IOMOM, a OHA KyJa-HUOyab ybxasa U elle He
BO3Bpamjajgach, OHB BCerJa Cb TPEBOIOM U
HeTepubHieMb OpOAUIBL 110 KOMHATaMb, IIOMU-
HYTHO cMOTphbJia, Ha 4yachl, HAUMHAIb IIpe/iCTaB-
JISITH cebb BCSAKISA HEBO3MOKHOCTH U Y>KaChl.

Ho, Bbab, make 1ipezcTaBisgs cebb sTU HEBOS3-
MO>KHOCTH U y>KacChl, OH'b BCe-)Ke 3Ha/I'b, UYTO OHA
IOJDKHA BepHYThCA. PasmaBasicsi 3BOHOKB, OHB



CIbIIWIE Ch PaflOCTHBIMB CEPALIEMD BB IIEPe[-
HIOIO.

A TyTH OHB IpibeTs mOMOIt — e HbTH, Bee
IIyCTO, ¥ OHb OYyZEeTHh 3HaTh, UTO Hedero >KAaTh,
Heyero CMOTPhTh Ha Yachl — CKOJILKO HU K[IH,
OHAa He BEpPHeTCH...

OHBb Bechb XOJIOAbJIB; [IPOXKbL  yrKaca
mpo6krasa, 110 ero 4ieHaMb.

Ja HbTB-XKe, Bbab, 3TO Ge3yMmie! 10 KakKOMy
IIpaBy 3TOTH Yy>KOU 4eJIOBLKHL BO3SBMETD €€, 110
KaKOMYy IIpaBy OHa IIOKMHETH OTIa?!.

»J1 He oTmaMb ee! — BAPYI'b PhIUIUIEL OHB. —
He oTgam®b... I BBITOHIO €r0 BOHB, 3TOTO MOJIOKO-
cocal.. Kakasg HH30CTb — s TaKb Jackalb ero,
OpUHUMAaJIb KaKb POJHOr0, CTapajica OBITH eMy
I10JIE3HBIMb... Sl CUMTAIb €ro 3a XOpOoIlIaro MaJia-
I0... ¥ BOTH UbMTB OHB OTILIATHIE MHL!.. I BEITO-
HIO €r0 BOHb... 5l He X0uy OT/laBaTh ee 3a HEro 3a-
MYX®b... 5 oTellb, UMbI0 IIpaBa HaAb HEHK... OHA
elle COBCbMB IIOUTH PeOeHOKB... e paHo 3a-
MY>Kb, PaHO... la U IIPOCTO: I He CUMUTAI0 ero J0-
CTaTOYHO XOPOIIeH IlapTiel... IOTOMb, IOTOMb
g HaWAy el MyrKa JIydille, Bb KOTOPOMB Oyay
yBbpeHB“...

OHBb 1[OYTH YCHOKOWBAJICI Ha ITOMb



phbllleHiy, Ha 3TUXB MBICAIXBb. HO He HamoJro.
OHB HayWHaIb Ch yKaCOMb UyBCTBOBATh, UTO
BCe 3TO He TO, UTO 3TO TOJIHKO CJI0BA, KOTOPHIMU
OH'B cebs ycIIoKoMBaeTh. I TpeBora, Tocka, 06U-
Jla IOHUMAJINCh CHOBA.

Emy =xothysoce ObXxaThb Kb Hel U Ha
KOJIbHIXD YMOJIATH €e 0TKa3aTh BUprojIeBy.

,Mama, nbBouka MOsl, — MBICJIEHHO 00pa-
I1aJIC OH'b Kb HeU: — pa3Bhb g Masio 1H06UIE Te-
0s1? BCcOOMHH, BbJb, 1 Bcerma 6bLTB Ch TO0OIO,
CAyBadh Cb Te0S KaKIyH IIYIIUHKY... BCIOM-
HU"...
U caM’b OH'B BCIIOMHUHAIh CTPAIIIHbIE JHH, KO-
rapa Mama 3a6osbBasia U Korja JOKTOPh O0bSB-
JISLT'b, UTO 3TO CKapJlaTHHA, WX BbTpsiHas ocla,
IuoTepuTs, wid TUQHL. OHa BhIHec/Ia BCh 3TH
6osb3Hu. IIo yero aTo emy cromso! Boxke, Kakie
ObIBaJI JHM, Kakisg ObIBaiu Houu! Hwukakas
cuabyIKa, HUKaKas MaTh He MOIJIa TaKb YXarKU-
BaTh, KaKb OHB YXa’KHUBaJI'b 3a CBOEU NJbBOUKOM.
OHB IpeBpalaicsa U Bb CUABJIKY, U Bb MaTh, U
IIPU 9TOM'B OH'b OBLII'B eIlle U OTI[OMb, BCS JKU3Hb
KOTOpAaro 3akJryvaaach Bb 3TOMBb pebeHKb.

3a 4YTOo-)Ke OHa Tellepb XO04YeTh €ro IIOKU-
HyTb?! Bbab, OHa Bcerjga ObLIa TaKOU-ZOOpPOM



obBoukod. OHB Cb pajfocThio MoaMbuyanhs BB
Hel JeJIMKaTHOCTb, 06JIar0JapHOCTh, IIPUBSI3YU-
BOCTBb. A ero Kakb OHa Jiro6uaa! Miau oHB 06Ma-
HBIBAJICSI BB 9TOM JH0OBU es? /la, 00MaHBIBAJICSL.
Bbab, ¥ cerogHs yTpoMb OHa, KaKb U BCeT[a,
JlacKaJjla ero,— a cama aymana o buproesk...
OTkyma-Ke Takasd ¢GanabIIUBOCTb, >KECTOKOCTh,
TaKas 4y 0BHUIIHasA He0JIarofapHOCTh?..

»HbTDH, 1 BRITOHKO BOHB 3TOT0 HETOJss, eCJIHU
OH'B OCMbJIUTCA ellle IBUThC!“ — CHOBA phitaiasb
OH'b, CKUMas KyJaKU U BChbMB CYIIleCTBOME CBO-
UMb HEHaBU[Ad MOJIOZOTO opuIlepa...



XVl

Ho BOTH OHB OuYHYyJICcA. CBbua fgorophbsa u I10-
racja. M3b-3a CIYILIEHHBIXD LITOPD YoKe Ope-
MOKUIIOCH 61bHOEe yTpo. OHB CUALIB BeCh pas-
OHTHIHN, 0cIabbBIIiMH, b TSPKEJI0H TOJIOBOIO.

W BApYTr®s eMy BCIIOMHHJIOCH JaJIEKOe, TaJIe-
Koe, Takoe-Ke O6ibgHOe 3uMHee yTpPO... OHB TO-
’Ke He CIlaJ’b Bb Ty HOYb, HO HE OTH I'ops, a OTh
CYaCThi... /la, OH'b 3HATDL IIOJHOE CUACThE JII0O-
BH. OHO OBLJIO He JTOJTHMB; HO, BbIb, OHO OBLIIO,
BbIb, OHb UCIIBITANL €ro, UCIUIB ero II0JIHYIO,
4Jamry... [IoToMb HPHUIILIO TOpe, TSKKOEe TOpe...
Ko, Bb1ib, OH'B IIEpEXUIIb ITO TOPE — U OIIAThH Ha-
11eJas JH60Bb, JH060Bb COBChbMB HMHYH0, HO Ta-
KYH0-Ke MOIYU4yl0, TaKb-)Ke HAIIOJHUBIIYI) €ro
BcellbJio, 6e3b ocTaTKa.

U 3Ty HOBYIO JI000BB, Ch € HOBBIMBb OJIa’KeH-
CTBOMB M MYKOM, OH'B ’KaJTHO Wb JIOJITie TOJbI.
3aubMb-Ke OHBb 06BUHAETH Mallly Bb He6J1aro-
IapHOCTH, BBICTABJSETH CBOM >KEPTBBHI? UbMb-
’Ke OH'b HeJIJOBOJIEH'D, Ha UTO IIeHSIETH?

OHB )KWIb TaKb, KaK'b KUJIb, IOTOMY UTO Bb
TaKOM >KU3HU OBLUIO ero O6Jiarorosydie, ero
cuactie. Ec/iu-6b OH'b UyBCTBOBAIh U HAXO[IWIID,



4TO HHAaue >XUTh — JIyullle, OHb U CTalb-0bl
KUTh UHade. Ero KepTBBI? [1a, BbIb, Bb 3TUXD
’KepTBaxhb U 3aKJIIOUYaJIOCh GJia)keHCTBO! Marra
OblIa €ero eJIUHCTBEHHBIMBb COKPOBUILEMbB, U
eCTeCTBEHHO, YTO OHb XPaHW/Ib 3TO COKPOBHUILE
BCAYECKH, Oepers U Jiesbsil'b ero AJjs ce6si, TOJIb-
KO 1151 cebs, 19 CBOero 6J1aroIoJIydis.

Hukakuxb, HUKaKUXb JKEPTBBL He IIPUHECH
OHB el HU pa3y BB XKU3HU! EC/IM OHB IpoKalb
HaJb HEI U CXOAWIb Ch YMa IIPU OJHOU MBICJIU
0 BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOTEPSTH €e, TaKb, BbIb, 3TO He
1711 Hed, a 1 cebsa. He o Hel OHB AyMasb, a
TOJIBKO O Ccebb, TaKkb KaKb IIOTEPIBD €€, CTAHO-
BWJICI HUIMUMB. I TOJBKO 3TOM HHUIIETHI OHB
Bcerga U 6osuicd... OHB yIIeab OTh OOIEeCTBa,
YIOBOJIbCTBIM, ycnbXoBb, 3a0BLIBL UecTOJH00ie,
3a0bLTB BCe, — TaKb, Bbb, 9TO II0TOMY TOJIBKO,
YTO 0Ma, BJAJH OTH BCEr0 3TOT0, OKOJI0 Marirwy,
OBLIIO eMy Topaso Jy4lile, cyacTiruBhbe. Ecau-6b1
HHaye ObLJIO — OH'B U YXOOUIb-0bI U3B JOMY, HC-
KaJlb-0bl YIOBOJIbCTBIiM, ycHbX0BB, II0YeCTew,
BBICOKAro CIy>KeOHaro IoJIoKeHid.

OHB He MO3BOJWIB cebb rpybaro, Yucto Qu-
3WYeCcKaro yBJjleueHid IIBeHIapkot >Krou, —
TaKb, Bb/lb, 3TO IIOTOMY TOJIbKO, YTO YHCTHIE



ObTCKie ITOIbJIyH ero pebeHKa JJj1 HEro OBLIU
I0pO’Ke BCAKUXDB UHBIXD IIOIbJIyeBb, U eMy II0-
KasajJoChb, 4TO, IIPeJaBIIMCh CBOEMYy HOBOMY
BJIeUEHiI0, OHb Y>Xb He OyZeTh BBH COCTOSIHIU
0e3MATeXXHO IIPUHHUMAaTh 3TH AbTCKie moporie
nonbayn. EMy II0KasaJaoch 3TO, U OHB JIETKO
ylIeab OTH cobJjlasHa — TaKb BeJIUKDb OBLIb
CTpax’b IOTEPSATH COKPOBHILE, TaKb MHOIO, 3Ha-
YUTD, CYACThA JaBaJI0 eMy 3TO COKPOBHIIIE...

OHB Bb MUT'b OJUHDB O0TKA3aJICI OTh JKEHUTh-
Obl Ha JIumoukb, KoTOpasg eMy TaKb HpPaBUJIACH,
TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO CJI0OBA e BO3OYAMJIH Bb
HeMb OIlaCeHie, UTO OHa HeJO0CTaTOYHO OyAeTh
JII06UTh Mallly. 3HaUUTh, OHb MaJIo JIIOOUID 3Ty
JIUI0YKY, 3HAYUTD, OIIATh TaKH, OH'b HCIIyTrascd
3a ce0s, 3a CBOe COKPOBHUIIe — U TOJIBKO...

Hukorga, HUKOIZla HUKAaKUXb J>KepTBH He
IIpHHeCh OHBb Mallh, HUKOIZa 10 CHXb II0PD He
oyMaJlb OHBb O Hel, He )XUJIb I Hed, a AyMalb
TOJILKO O ce0b U XUI'b 14 cebs1. A Telreph — OT-
4ero OHb Bb TaAKOMbB y>Kach, 0TUEro TaKb CTpa-
naeTs? TONBKO H3b OOA3HH, UTO eMy OyAeTH
TSDKKO JKUTB, KOIjja Maliia ero IOKUHeTb.

OmaTh 0 cebb 0lHOMB OH'B IyMaeTh, TOJIHLKO O
cebb!..



Pa3Bhb mMaJjio 6bLI0 STUXH BOCEMHAAIATH JbTH
II0JIHArO CYacThd, JaHHAro eMy Marei? Pa3ssb
He II0pa, HaKOHEIhb, OTOJIarOlAPUTh €e 3a 3TO
cyacTbe U BB IIEPBHIN pasb 3a0bITh 0 cebb U II0-
OyMaThb O HeH?

Kakb COHB IIPOMEJBKHYJIO 3TO CYACTIHUBOE
BpeMs, OHA BCe ellle Ka)KeTcs eMy pebeHKOMb;
HO, Bbb, OHa BrIpoCia, co3phbisa, oHa [O/DKHA
JIIOOUTH U BB OUepelb UCIBITATh CYacThe... Eg
BBIOOPD® yAa4yeHb... Bb/ib, OHb CaMb, HbCKOJIBKO
4acoBb TOMY Hasa[b, TaKb JIOOWIHL Muily bu-
prosieBa...

«OTHaTh ee... 0OTKasaThCd OTH 3TOM CUACTJIH-
BoH >xm3HHU! Boke!l.. Kakb >XUTh Torma?!l. Ho,
BbIb, 51 J1106JTI0 ee, JII06JII0!.. ¥ TOKaYKy 3TO»...

Bce U110 ero 6bLI0 BB Cle3aXb. ['opedb 06U-
ol 1mpounwia 6esciabgHOo. Tocka M IPyCTh
cMbITasINCh Ch HOBBIMB, OTPAJAHBIMD U TEILIHI-
Mb YYBCTBOMb.



XIX

qacm npobmwian [eBsaThb. OHB IIOJOIIENH Kb
YMBIBAJIbHUKY, YMBUICH, HaAbI'b CBOU JIIOOU-
MBI CIOPTYKDH U BBIIIEJSH BB 3aly, OJbIHBIN,
OCYHYBIIII¥CS, HO CIIOKOMHBIM.

BB [BepsXb TOCTUHOU MeJbKHY/JIb TOJIyOOM!
¢aHesleBBIM IleHblOapb Mamu. OHa poO6KO
OCTaHOBMJIACh; HO, IIO/IABUBH CBOE BOJIHEHie U
Xpabpsce, IIoluIa HaBcTphuy oTLy.

— Ilartouka, THI y’Ke BCTalb... TAKb PaHO?!.-
THUXO0 IIPOTOBOPHJIA OHA, IIOJHMMAas Ha Hero ycTa-
JIble U Ja)ke HEMHOIO OIyXIllie, BUAUMO, OTbH
HeJlaBHUX'D CJIe3b, IJ1asa.

— /Jla, Bb/ib, ¥ THI yoKe BcTaJsal

OHBL OOHSLUIBL ee, IIOBEPHYJIb Kb cebb es
no6uibHbBIIIEE IUYUKO U, IThJIyS ee, TOBOPHID:

— Buepa s oueHb IypHO Ce6s1 UyBCTBOBAT...
caM’b He 3HAI0 II0YeMy... Tellephb IIPOLLIO... TaKb
THI yoKe 3aMy>Kb cobpasach? a?..

Tosocs ero gpokaas. OHB CIABIIIATE IIOLB
CBOEM PYKOM, KaKb YCHUJIEHHO ObeTCd esl Cep[-
ne... OHa MoJs4asa, TOJIbKO CTapajlach CIpATaTh
JIAII0 Ha I'PYJH ero.

— Thl 3Haellb... I O4YeHb JWOJI0 Muiry...



Hazgbroch... BB Oy/ieTe CYaCTIUBEL...

Bapyrs oHa 3apwifaia.

— Jla... 1 JII06JI10 eT0, — CKBO3b PhIIaHid, IIpe-
pBIBAIOIIMMCSA TOJIOCOMDB IIleIlTaja OHa:- TOJIb-
KO... [IaII0YKa, MUJIBIN... 1 He X04y, He MOI'y pas-
CTaThCSA Ch TOOOX... MBI TOJDKHEI OBITH BMbCTh...
UHAue... d... 1 He IOUY... 3aMYyXKb...

Ho oHTB ed He cibllllajdb. BHe3almHass MBICIb
IIpUIllJIa eMy BB TOJIOBY U ero Iorjotuaa. OHb
IyMaab O TOMb, UTO OHU, Maita U BUpIOIeBE,
MOJIOZBI, TIOJIHBI KHU3HH, JIOATH IPyr'b OPYra,
4TO II09TOMY eCTeCTBEHHO, II0YTH Heus30b>KHO
II0sIBJIEHIe Ha CBbTH HOBAro CyIlleCTBa, ¥ Bb CKO-
POMB BpeMeHHU. ITa MBIC/IbL HAIIOJHUJIA eT0 Tpe-
neToMb U 6JyiakKeHCTBOMBb. OHB UYBCTBOBAJIb,
4TO HOBOEe CYacThe, U ellle Kpallle, ellle I10JHbe,
UeTs eMy HaBCTphuy. Ed pe6eHOKB!..

— Ms1 He OyfieMb OTKJIaAbIBaTh CBaAbOy! —
BIIPYI'h BOCKJIUKHYJIH OHB PAJOCTHHIMB TOJIOCO-
Mb.

Hacrtacea IleTpoBHA BoOIlIa BB 3ay M OCTa-
HOBWJIACh H3yMJIeHHas, Moprasd IiasaMu. OHa
CJIBIIIIAJIa ero CJI0Ba, BUbJIa ero cyacT/IUBOe JIU-
mo. Takpe Mamb TOJIBKO II0Ka3a/IOCh UYTO-TO
HeJslafHOe... YTO-)Ke, B TAKOMB CjIydab, 03Haya-



eTh «IIMKOBOM MHTepech Bb TPeHOBOMB oMb U
PasCTPOMCTBO YePBOHHOM MacTH Cb CepJeYHBI-
MBb OTOpUYeHieMB»?!..
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