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Bnagummnp KoponeHko

CyOHbIN OeHb

Uepes fecAThb SHEM II0CIe eBPerCKOro HOBOTO I'0fa, KOTO-
PBIM IIpasgHyeTCs paHHE OCeHBIO, HACTYIIaeT Y eBpeeB
npasgHuk Mom-Kumyp (ouuineHus). MeCTHOe XPUCTHAH-
CKOe HaceJIeHHe HasbIBAaeT 3TOT JeHb «CYZHBIM JHeM» Cy-
LIIeCTBYeT II0BEPhe, UTO B ITOT IeHL €BPEMCKHM YOPT, Xa-
IIyH, VHOCHUT M3 CHHAaroru OJHOro eBpes. K 3TOMy IIOBe-
PBIO IIOZIATIA IIOBOJ, BEPOSITHO, UPE3BBIYANHO TPOTaTeIb-
HBIe ¥ UCIIOJIHEHHBIe 0CO0eHHOM BBIPa3sUTeIbHOCTH 00PsI-
IBI, COIIPOBOJKIAIOIIMe ITpasgHoBaHue MoM-Kumypa U co-
BeplIawlyecs B MaJeHbKHUX TOPOAMINKAX 3alagHOro
Kpasi Ha BUAY Y XPHCTHAHCKOI'O HaCeJIeHHUs.
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Bnapumunp KoponeHko

CynHbin peHb («Mom-knnyp»)

Manopycckas ckaska

IToozomosexka mekcma u npumedaHus.

C.JI.KOPOJIEHKO u H.B.KOPOJIEHKO-JIA-
XOBHY

«020Hb nozac, a mecsay, ecxooum. B siecy
nacemcs 60/1K0/10aK.»
IITegueHko



OT YTO: BBIMAM THI, YeJIOBeUe, B SICHYI0 HOYb

U3 CBOEM XaThl, a ellle JIy4llle 3a CeJIo, Ha IIpU-
ropoyYek, U IIOCMOTPH Ha He60 U Ha 3eMJIt0. IIo-
CMOTpPH, KaK II0 HeOy XOJUT SICHBIM Mecdll, KaK
MUTalT U UCKPSATCS 3Be3/bl, KaK BCTAOT OT 3€M-
JIM JIETKHe Ty4d U OpefyT Ky[a-TO OJHA 3a IpY-
roH, 6yATO 3arosjasble CTPAHHUKA HOYHOKO [10-
POTOM... A JleC CTOMUT 3aKOJIJOBAHHBIM U CJIyIIIA-
eT, KaKye 4apbl BCTalOT B HEM C IIOJIYHOYH, a
COHHasg pedyka OEeXHUT, U >KYpuUT, U 60pMoYeT
UTO-TO Haj0epeKHBIM fABOpaM... M CKakKH TbI
MHe II0CJIe 3TOI0, Yero TOJIBKO, KaKUX 4yjec He
MOXKeT CJIYy4YUTHCI BOH B 3TOM O0Kbell XaTKe,
4TO JIFO/IU Ha3bIBalOT 6esIbIM CBETOM?

Bce MOXeT CIy4YUTHCSI. BOT ¢ 3HAKOMBIM MO-
UM, HOBO-KaAMEHCKHUM MeJIbHUKOM, TOXKe pas3s
IIPUKJIIOYMIACh UCTOPUS... EC/IM BaM ellle HUKTO
He pacckasblBaJl, TaK $, IIOXKaJIyHd, pacCKaxKy,
TOJIBKO YK BBl He TpeOyiTe, UYTOOBI S IT060KIJI-
Cs, 4YTO 3TO BCe IIpaBza. HU 3a 4To He I1060KYCh,
IIOTOMY YTO XOTb CJIBIXaJl S ee OT CaMOI0 MeJlb-



HUKa, & BCe-TaKH U JI0 CUX IIOp He 3HAIO: OBLIO
3TO Ha CaMOM JieJie MJIU He OBLIIO...

Hy, fa y>K 6blJI0O MJIM He OBLIO, & PacCKasbl-
BaTh HAJ0, Kak OBLIO.

Pa3 BeuepoMm, IocJie BeyepHel CIy>K0bI B Ho-
Bor-KaMeHKe, — a MeJIbHHUIIA OT ceJla BepcTax
3TaK B IIOJIyTOpax, He 6oJiee, — MeJILHUK Bep-
HyJICA K cebe 4YTO-TO He O4YeHb B iyXe. A 0TYero
OBl eMy OBITH He B /IyXe, 3TOI0 OH U CaM TOJIKOM
He CKa3aJl Obl. B I1epKBH Bce IIIJIO KaK CIefyeT, U
Halll MeJILHUK, TOpJIaH He U3 II0CIeSHUX, YUTa
Ha KJIMpOCe TaK I'POMKO Jia TaK OBICTPO, UTO U
IPUBLIYHEIE JIIOAH YAUBJIAINCHL. "BOT Kak Ye-
IIIeT, BPa>KUM CBhIH, — FOBOPHMJIM JOOpBIe JIIOLU C
BeJIMKUM pellneKToM[1], — XoTe Obl Tebe OfHO
CJIOBO IIOHATH MOXXHO OBLI0. YMCTOE KOJIEco:
BEPTUTCI-KaTUTCS, U 3HAelllb, YTO €CTb B HeM
CITMIIBI, a ITOH-Ka, YIJIAAH XOTh OfHY. Tak coT U
OH YHTAaeT: peyb KaK KOBaHOe K0JIeCO I10 KaMHI0
TPEMHUT, a CJI0OBA HUKAK He YXBaTHIIL".

A MeJIbHUK CJIyIIIaJI, UTO JIFOAU IIpOMeXXK cebs
TOBOPAT, U pafiloBajICa. YMeJ-TaKU IIOTPYAUTHCS
IJIs TOCIIofia 60ra; sI3bIKOM KakK MHOM 3/[0POBEH-
HBIA NIapyOOK IIeIIOM Ha TOKY MOJIOTHJI, TaK YTO
Jake B TopJie K KOHIY IIepecoxX/I0 ¥ 04X Ha JIo6



II0JIE3JIH.

ITocse cayXObl 6aTHOIIKa K cebe MeJbHUKA
I103BaJI, YaeM HAIIOWJ, [1a U IpapUHUYUK C TPaB-
HUKOM Ha CTOJI IIOCTaBUJIH IIOJHBIN, a CO CTOJIa
yOpayu IIyCcTOM. Ilocie 3TOro Mecsdl] CTOSI yxKe
BBICOKO HaJ, IOJAMH U 3arjsgAblBaJl B MaJIeHb-
KyI0, HO OBICTPYIO0 peuKky KamMeHKy, KOoIzia MeJlb-
HUK BBIIIIeJI U3 II0II0BCKOTO ,0Ma U IIOIIIEJI I10 Ce-
JIy, K cebe Ha MeJIbHUILY.

3 ceJIbLCKUX JIIOJe KTO y>Ke CIIasl, KTO CHZ eI
IIpY CBeTe KaraHIloB B XaTax 3a Beuepew, a 6N
U TakKWe, KOTOPBIX TeIylad Ja sCHas OCeHHSIA
HOYb BBIMaHWIA Ha yaully. M cumenu cebe cra-
pble JIOAM Ha IIpu3bb6ax (3aBaIMHKaX), a MOJIO-
Ible II0J, TBIHAMH, B T'yCTOM Te€HU OT XaT Ja OT
BUIIIHEBBIX CaJl0B, TaK YTO U PasIgfeTb ObLIO
HeBO3MO>XHO, W TOJIBKO TUXUU TOBOP JIHOLCKOH
CJIBIIIIAJICSA TaM U CAM, a TO U CHAep>KaHHBIA CMeX
WIN WHOM pa3 — HEeOCTOPOJKHBIM TIOIeayH Ka-
KOU-HUOYIb MOJIOZIOM IIaphl... IU, MajIo JIK UTO
JlesiaeTcsd IIOPOM B I'yCTOM TEeHUW IO, BHUIIHAMU
BOT B TaKyI0 SICHYIO Jja TEIL/IYI0O HOUb!

Ho X0Th MeJIbHUKY He OBLJI0 BUJHO JIIOZEH, a
JIIOMU XOPOIIIO BUEJU MeJbHUKA, II0TOMY YTO
OH IIIeJI CaMOI0 CepeSUMHOM YJIUIIBI 10 Mecdrty. 1



IIOTOMY KOe-T7ie eMy TOBOPHJIN:

— J106pBIN Beuep, TOCIIOOUH MeJbHUK. A He
0T OaTIOIIKHU JIX BBI 3TO HfieTe? He y Hero Jiu 3a-
TOCTHUJIMCH TaK JI0JITO?

Bce 3HaIH, 4TO 60JIBIIIE HE OT KOT'0 €My U HU/[I-
TH, HO MeJIbHUKY 3TO OBLJIO IPUATHO, Y OH OTBe-
4JaJ He 6€3 TOPJIOCTH U He 3a/iepKUBas II1ary:

— Ara, 3arocTwjcd-TakKyl HeMHOTIo! — H IlleJs
cebe aJIbIlle IIPeropAo0 MOCTYIIbO.

A VHBIe cUIe/IM TUXOHBKO IIOJ HaBecaMu U
TOJIBKO JKJIaJIX, YTOOBI OH IIPOIIleJ IIOCKOpee U
He 3aMeTuJI Obl, UTO OHU TYT. HO He Takoi ObLI
4eJIoBeK MeJIbHUK, YTOObI IIPOUTH MHUMO WJIH
1103a0bITh TeX JIIOZEHN, KOTOpPble eMy JOJ/DKHBI 3a
MYKY WIH 3a IIOMOJI WJIH IIPOCTO B3SJIU Y HEro
JleHeT 3a IPoLeHThl. Huuero, 4To UX IJIOXO0 ObLIO
BUJHO B TEHU U UTO OHU MOJIYaIH, OYATO BOJBI
HabpaJu B pPOT, — MeJBbHUK BCe-TaKHU OCTAHAaB-
JINBAJICS ¥ TOBOPUJI CaM:

— A, 3gopoBeHbKU ObLIH! TyT BBI? MoJsyute
WIN He MOJIUHTE, 3TO KaK cebe XOTHUTe, a MHe
TOJDKOK IIpUIlacanTe, IIOTOMY UYTO CPOK 3aBTPa,
YTPOM paHEeHBKO. A 4 KIaTh He CTaHy, BOT 4YTO!

U miocste 3TOrO OIATH IIeJI JajIbIlle 110 YJIUILE,
U ero TeHb 6erkajia C HUM PSZIOM, [la TaKas uep-



Hag-TIpeyepHasi, 4TO MeJIbHUK, YeJIOBEK KHIXK-
HBIH ¥ BCeryia TOTOBBIM IIPH CJIy4ae IIOIIeBeIUTh
MO3TaMH, iyMaJl IIpo ce6s:

«BOT Kakasl 4yepHas TeHb, JjJake YIUBUTEJIb-
Ho!.. Ha yesioBeKe HaJleTa CBUTKa Oejlee MyKH, a
TeHb OT Hee YepHee CaXKH...»

TyT IOPOBHAICA OH C IIHHKOM >XKHZa SHKeJIs,
4UTO CTOSUI Ha TOpKe, HeJaJIeKo y»Ke OT BBHIe3Ja.
[MTabaimr y>ke KOHYMJICA C 3aKaTOM COJIHIIA, HO
BCe-TaKH B IIIMHKe XO03gMHAa He OBLIO, a CHes
KUTOBCKUU HaUMUT XapbKo, KOTOPBIN BCerzaa
3aMeHsI SIHKeJIs U ero 6axopei I1o mabalraMm U
B IIpasgHUKU. OH 3a)KUrajl UM CBeYU U IIPUHU-
MaJI CBOMMH PYKaMH JIeHBIH OT JIJeH, IOTOMY
YTO >KHABI — 3TO YK BCEMY CBeTY H3BECTHO —
CTPOr0 HAOJIIOJAIT CBOK Bepy: HH 3a YTO B
IIpasgHUK HU CBeuell He 3a)KIyT, HU JleHeT B PY-
KM He BO3BMYT: Ipex! Bce 3TO 3a HHUX U JeJasl
HaniMUT XapbKO, U3 OTCTaBHBIX COJILAT, a SH-
KeJIb, WU SIHKe/IHUXa, a TO U 6aX0PH TOJIBKO CJIe-
OUIN 30pKHMH OYaMH, UTOOBI KaK-HUOYAbL IIf-
TaK WM TaM BaJIlaTKa BMeCTO BEIPYUYKH He IIO-
Ilaja KaKUM-HHOyAb CII0OCOG0OM B KapMaH K
XapbpKy. «XUTPBIA HApPOL, O U XUTPHIA XKe! —
rogyMas Ipo cebsg MeJbHUK. — YMeEIT U 60ry



CBOEMY YTOIUTEL U IPOIllel He YIIycTAT. [la u pa-
3YMHBIN HApO[, 3TO TOXKe HA[0 CKasaThb, — I7e
HaIlmm!»

OH 0CTaHOBWJICA y BXOZa B IIIMHOK, Ha ILIO-
I1agKe, KPeIlrko yTOIITaHHOM MHO>KECTBOM JIIO[I-
CKHUX HOT, YTO TOJIKJIUCh TYT U B 6a3ap, U B IIPO-
CThle JHU, BCI0 HeJleI10, — U CIIPOCUIL:

— SHKesb! 9U, fAHKesb! /loMa ThI, HWIH, MO-
KeT, TeOs1 HeTy?

— Hety, He BUAUTe, 4TO JIU? — OTBEYaJI Hal-
MUT H3-3a IPUIaBKa.

— Arpme?

—I'me — B ropoge, BOT Ifje, — OTBeYaJ Haii-
MUT. — BBI pa3Be He 3HaeTe, KaKOU y HUX [leHb?

— Kakoii?

— Hom-Kunyp!

«BoT 060s1cHMIL, Tak 060sCHUI!» — moAyMall
Ipo cebd MeJbHUK. A HaJ[0 BaM CKasaTb, HaW-
MUT 3TOT 4YeJIOBeK ObLI MUCbMEHHBIN U TOPIbIN.
JIro6m1 3aMpaTh HOC KBepXy, a 0COOJIMBO IIeper,
MeJBbHUKOM. Ha Kiimpoce uwuTas, HOXKaayd, He
Xy’Ke MeJbHUKA, TOJILKO UTO T'0JI0C UMeJ C Tpe-
IIMHON U 3abupas B Hoc. IIoaToMy B «Hacocso-
Be» elre MOr ¢ OuaummoM [J1aIKUM TAraThed, a
YK B «AIIOCTOJIe» HHUKAKHUM CIIOCO60M. 3aTo B



4yeM APyroOM HU 3a 4TO, ObIBAJIO, HE YCTYIIUT.
MeJILHUK CKa’keT OJHO CJI0BO, a OH eMy Ha-
BCTpeuy apyroe. MeJbHUK CKa)keT HMHOM pas:
«He 3HAaK», & HAUMHUT TOTUYAC: «a g TaK 3HAIO».
HernpuAaTHEBIN 4YesioBeK... BOT U Telleph 3arHy.I
Takoe CJI0BO, UTO MEJbHHUK [a’ke II0[ IIMaIIKOXO
HOTTSIMHU 3aCKpe0, a OH pasyeTcs.

— Jla BBI, MOJXKeT, U Tellepb He [0raJajIiCh,
KaKOH 9TO IeHb?

— A 4YTO MHe U 3HAaTh BCIKHUU >KHUI0BCKHUU
IIpasgHUK! — OTBETHWJI MeJbHUK C [0Cafoi. —
Pa3Be 1 y HUX CJIy>KYy HJIH YTO?

— Bceakuii? To-TO BOT U €CTh, UTO HE BCIKHI!
CeropiHsa y HUX TaKOM IIpasJHUK, UTO TOJIBKO pas3
B I'OJ ¥ ciaydaeTcd. /la ellle g BaM CKa’Ky: TaKOIo
Ipyroro ImpasgHUKa Ha BCeM CBeTe HU Yy OLHOIO
Hapoja He ObIBaeT.

— Hy, BrI ckaskete!

— IIpo XamyHa, 1 fymMaro, ¥ BbI CJIBIXAJIH.

—A?

MeJILHUK TOJIBKO CBUCTHYJI, — KaK JKe 3T0 OH
B CaMOM [ieJie He Jorafaica? — U 3aIJITHYJI B OK-
HO >KUJI0BCKOM XaThl. TaM, Ha I10J1y, OBLJIM Paso-
CTJIAHBI CEHO U TpaBa, B JABOMHBLIX U TPOMHBIX
CBETUJILHUKAX TOpeJr TOHKHE CajJbHbIE CBeU-



KU-MOKAa'HKH U CJIBIIIAJIOCH JKYXOKaHHe KaK Oy/-
TO OT HECKOJILKHUX 3[J0POBEHHLIX, B POCT YeJIOBe-
Ka, mmuey. To MoJIoziasi, HelTaBHO B3dTasd ellle SH-
KeJjieM, BTOpas KeHa U HeCKOJIbKO >KUJeHAT, 3a-
KpBIB IJla3a U UMOKasg IybaMu, >KyxOKald Ka-
Kye-TO MOJIUTBEL, B KOTOPBIX CJIOBA CXBATUTH
OBLJI0 HEBO3MOYKHO. OHaK0Ke OBLJIO YTO-TO Ta-
KOe B 3TOM MOJIEHUM YAUBUTEJILHOE: Ka3aJIOoCh,
KTO-TO APYIOM CUOUT BHYTPHU KUIOB, CUOUT U
IUIaYeT, U IIPUYUTaeT, BCIIOMUHAET U IIPOCUT. A
KOTro U 0 yeM? — KTO UX 3HaeT! ToJbKO Kak Oy/-
TO OBI yKe He 0 IIIMHKE U He 0 JIeHbrax...

V MeJIbHHUKa CTajJI0 OT TOM >KHUIOBCKOM MO-
JIUTBBl YTO-TO CYMHO Ha [IyIlle, —H J>XKyTKO, U
’KaJIKko. OH IIeperyIsHyJICd ¢ HAUMUTOM, KOTOPO-
My TO>Ke CJBIIIHO OBLIO XYXOKaHHe H3-3a KOp-
YeMHOH JBepH, U CKasas:

— MourgTca!.. Tak, TOBOPHILB, SHKeJIb I10eXaJl
B ropoja?

— IToexaJt.

— U 4yto eMy 3a oxora? Hy, KaK ero-ro Kak
pas XaIyH U rarrHeT?

— To-T0 ¥ 0HO! — OTBeTHJI HaMUT. — Kabnl
TakK Ha MeHs. TO JapoM, UTO S BOEBAJI CO BCAKUM
6acypMaHCKMM HapoZoM W UMeK MeJalb, — a



HU 3a Kakue Obl, Ka)KeTcs, KapOOBaHIIbl He II0-
exaJ. CuzeJ 66 cebe B XaTe, — He60OCh, U3 XaThl
He BBIXBaTUT.

— A mouemy? EciM y>X KOIo CXBAaTUTB, TO
CXBaTUT U B XaTe. [loueMy B XaTe HeJIb3g?

— ITouemy?.. Ecoti BaM HY>KHO BbIOpaTh IIlall-
Ky WU XOTA PYKaBUIIBI, BBl Ky/ia 3a HUMU I10M-
nere?

— /Jla HUKyJa, KaK B JIaBKY.

— A 1104eMy B JIaBKYy?

— IToToMy 4TO B JIaBKe IIaII0K BUIUMO-HEBU-
IUMO.

— BoT To-TO M 0HO. IlocMOTpesi OBl BHI Te-
IIepbp B CHHArore: TaM TOXKe JKHJ0B BHUIU-
Mo-HeBUAUMO! ToJIKyTCs, IJIaUyT, KpU4yaT Tak,
4TO II0 BCEMY TOPOAY CJBIIIHO, OT 3aCTaBhl U [0
3aCTaBEL. A I7ie TOJIKYH MOIIIKaphl TOJIYETCS, TV-
Ila, U3BeCTHO, U IITUIlA JIeTUT. /lypak ObI OBLI U
XamnyH, ecau 6B CTaJl BMeCTO TOTO IIO JiecaM Ja
II0 ceJjlaM PBICKATh M BbICMATpUBaTh. EMy TOJIb-
KO OJUH JIeHb B TOJ U JaeTcs, a OH OBl ero Tak
BeChb U IIpoJieTasl IIOHampacHy. Ele B KoTopou
JlepeBHe eCTb JKHJ, a B KOTOPOM, MOXKET, U He
HaHgeTcs.

— Hy, Takux MaJo.



— X0Th MaJjio, a BCe-TaKHU... IIPUTOM, U3 MHO-
TOJIFO/ICTBA U BBIOMPATh MHOTO JIYYIIIE.

O6a 3aMoyiya/Id... MeJIbHUK IIOgyMaJ, 4TO
OIIATH ero HaMUT 3aIlIi6 XUTPBIMHU CJI0BaMH, U
eMy CTaJIO OIIAATH HEeIIPUATHO. A U3 OKOH BCe HEC-
JIUCh XYXOKaHUWe, W IUIa4, U IMIPUUYUTAHUE >KU-
IIOB.

—/la 3TO ele IIpaBfa JIA? — 3arOBOPHII
MeJIbHUK, KOTOPOMY 3axX0TeJIoCh IIOAPasHUTH
HarMuTa. — MOJKeT, Tak Jooau openryt! OpuH
IypeHb COpexXHeT, a APYTOU U IIOBEPHUT.

HaiiMuTy 3TH cJ10Ba He IIOHPaBUJICh.

— PasBe 3T0 g caM BBIZyMaJ, — CKasajl OH, —
WX MOU OTell, Ui CBaT... Korma sTo U3BECTHO
BCeMY KpeIljeHOMY Hapozy.

— A BBI )X CaMH 3TO BUJeJIN?-3aJ0PHO CIIPO-
CHJI MEJIbHUK.

Korza oH BXOAWJI B a3apT, TO TOBApPUBAJI UHO-
I7ja, YTO He X04eT 3HaTh CaMOTO YOpPTa, II0Ka ero
eMy He IIOKa)KyT BOT TaK, KaK Ha JIaJlOHU. A Te-
Ilepb OH Kak pas OblJI B CaMOM asaprTe.

— A BBI JX, — T'OBOPUT, — CaMU BHUIEJINU? A KO-
I7ia He BUIAJIN, TO U HE TOBOPUTE, UTO OHO €CTh,
BOT 4UTO!

Ha¥iMUT CIyCcTHJ MajleHBKO T0JIOCY U [IaKe



4TO-TO 3aKaunwumwicd. Hy, fa He TaKOM — BOJIK ero
3aelllb! — W OH 4YeJIOBEK OBLJI, YTOOBI COBCEM
CHAThHCA.

— JIraTb He CTaHy, — FOBOPHUT, — CaM HHKO-
raa He Buaail Hy, a BeI, TOCIIOAUH MeJILHUK, KO-
rpa-Hubynbs KueB Bugenu?

— Her, He BuJieJ1, TOXKe JITaThb He O6YAY.

— A OH-TaKH eCTb, XOThb BEI €r0 ¥ He BH/IAJIH.
TyT y’K MeJILHHUK Ha TaKoe SICHOe CJIOBO COBCEM
BBUIYIIHJI IJIa3a.

«BoT 4yTo IIpaBAa, TO IIpaBJa, — IOAyMaJl
OH, — Takd KueB ecTb, XOTb A €ro He BHJAJL...
BujHO, HaZi0 BepUTh, KOIJa L00phIe JIFOAU TOBO-
paT». — Hy, XopoImo... OT KOro >k BBI 9TO CJIBIIIIA-
au?

— ba! oT Koro? A BBI OT KOro 11po KueB cibIXa-
Jau?

— Tro-T10! Hy, 1 93bIK y Bac!.. Uucras OpUTBa,
4T06 eMy OTCOXHYTh!

— Heuero MoeMy SA3BIKYy OTCHIXAaTh... ECJIH Bce
TOBOPST, TO, 3HAYUT, IIpaBza. He 6bl1a ObI IIpas-
7ia, TO BCe He TOBOPHJIH OBI, a TOBOPHJIN OBl OHUA
TOJIBKO OPeXyHBL...

— Tedy! /la 0cTaHOBUCH THI XOTH Ha OJHY MU-
HyTy! f X y’Ke U caM BIDKY, UTO He B TOT IIepe-



YJIOK 3aBEpPHYJIL... A TOJILKO g 6 XOTeJI 3HaThb, OT-
KyZa OHa B3sIaCh, TaKas JIIO/ICKast HAMOJIBKA...

— A 0TTyZa ¥ B3sJ1aCh, YTO 3TO Ka’KABIH TOZ
OrpiBaeT. UTO GBIBAaeT, 0 TOM U JIIOLU TOBOPSIT, a
4ero He ObIBAeT, 0 TOM Y TOBOPUTH He CTOUT...

— A, BOT 4eJioBeK Kakoi! Cka’ku MHe, HaKo-
Hell, YTO K TaKoe ObIBaeT, BOT YTO!

— Jre-re, Tak, BUJHO, BBl U 3TOT0 He 3HAeETe,
4TO OBIBaeT B CYJHBIN [JeHb?..

— 3HaJs, To 6 U He copamuBaj. CIIBIILY [1aB-
HO, —JII0Y 60JITAal0T, BOT KaK U ThI: XalyH, Xa-
IIyH, a B KAKOM pasyM 3TO TOBOPUTCS, U He 3HAIO.

— Taxk 65l cpa3y ¥ TOBOPUJIH, YTO He 3HAETE...
Eciin X0-yeTe 3HATh, TaK S U PaCCKa’Ky, IIOTOMY
4To g I100BbIBaJI-TAKU Ha CBeTe, He TO UYTO BBL S U
B TOpOZie >KHUBaJI He 110 OAHOMY TOAY, U Y KUJ0B
He IIepBBIH pas CIyXKYy.

— A He Tpex Te6e? — YCOMHUJICS MeJIbHUK.

— /IpyromMy KoMy I'pex, a CoJaTy BCce MOXKHO!
HaM Takas u 6ymara BbIaeTcs.

— Pa3Be uyTo 6ymara...

ITocsie aToro y»ke cosjaT pacckKasal MeJIbHU-
Ky Ipy’KeJt060HO BCHO IIpaBJy IIpo XallyHa U IIpo
TO, KaK OH B 3TOT JleHb e)KerofHO XBaTaeT II0 OfI-
HOMY KULY.



Xa1yH, Ha/io U BaM CKa3aTh, KOI/la BbI He 3Ha-
eTe, eCTb OCOOEHHBIM TaKOM >KUJOBCKUI YOPT.
OH, ckaykeM, BO BCeM OCTa/IbHOM II0X0’K K Ha Ha-
IIIeT0 YOpTa, TAKOM >Ke UepHBIA U C TaKUMU JKe
poramu, U KpbUIbsl Y Hero, Kak y 3JJ0pOBEHHOI0
HeTONBIPS; TOJBKO HOCUT IIeHCHI 1a epMOJIKY U
CUJIy UMeeT HaJl OTHUMU >KuaaMu. [IoBcTpeyua-
Cs eMy Hall 6paT, XPUCTHAHUH, XOTh O CaMYI0
II0JIHOYb, ITle-HUOYAb B IIYCThIpE WJIM XOTh HaJ
CaMbIM OMYTOM, OH TOJIBKO YO€XUT, KaK ITyTJIU-
Bas cobaka. A HaJ >KUIAAMH JaeTcsd eMy BOJIS:
Ka’XIbIA rof BeIOHpaeT cebe 110 OJHOMY U YHO-
CHT...

i1 9TOrO-TO BOT BBIOOpAa M HasHA4daeTCs
UOM-KUITYP, CYIHBIA AeHb. JKUOBLI 3a[0JIT0 yrKe
0 TOTO JAHSI MOJIATCS, IIaYyT, PBYT Ha cebe
OJle’Kly U JlaKe T'0JIOBBI 3a4eM-TO OOCHIIIAIOT 30-
JIOU U3 Ieuku. Ilepern BeuepoM BCe MOIOTCHA B
peuke UiIM Ha cTaBax[2], a Kak 3aiieT COJIHIIE,
UAyT OeHATH B CBOXO IIKOJIY[3], ¥ YK KaKOU OT-
TyJa KPUK CJBIIIUTCY, TaK U He IIpUBeAU OOr:
BCe OpPYT B T0JIOC, a IJIasa OT CTpaxa 3aKphIBa-
IOT... A y>Ke B 3TO BpeMsl, KaK TOJIbKO HebOo I1orac-
HeT U CTaHeT Ha HeM BeuepHdd 3Be3fa. XalyH
BBLJIETAET K3 CBOEr0 MeCTa H BBETCSI HaJ IIIKO-



JIOH, U B OKHA ObeT KPBLJIOM, U BBICMAaTpPUBAET
cebe mo6bpgy. Ho BOT KoIfila y»Ke HaCTOAIUM
CTpax HamajaeT Ha >KHJO0B, TaK 3TO B CaMYI0
IIoJIHOYb. OHM HApOYHO 3a)KUIAIOT BCe CBEYH,
4TOOBI He ObLIO TaK >KYyTKO, [1alal0T BCe Ha I10JI U
HauyMHAIT KPHU4YaTh, KaK OYATO UX KTO pexeT. U
KOIJla OHM TakK JeXKaT M HaApbIBAIOTCs, XaIlyH,
Kak OOJIBIIIOM BOPOH, BJeTaeT B TOPHHUILY; BCe
CJIBIIIIAT, KaK OT er0 KpPBLIbeB XO0JIOZ, HIeT II0
cepAiiaM, a TOT, KOTOPOro OH BBEICMOTpEJI paHee,
UYyBCTBYeT, KaK B €ro CIIMHY BIIMBAITCI YOPTO-
BBl KOITH. A! pacckasblBaThb 00 3TOM U TO Jake
MOpO3 I10-3a IIKYPOM IIPOMJET, a KAKOBO-TO Oef:-
HoMy XHAy!.. CaMo c06010, —KPHUYHUT BO BCe TOP-
Jo. Hy, Ja KTO TYT YCJIBIIINT, KOIZla U BCe TOXKe
raJIJAT, KaK CyMacllleAle? A MOKeT, KTO U3 CO-
ceflel U CJIBIIINUT, TaK YTO X TYT JeJsaTh, — Paf,
4YTO He €My BEBIIIajIa 3J1ast JoJis!..

HaiiMuT XapbKOo caM CJBIXaJl He OJHH pas,
Kak IIoCJIe TOI0 B MeCTeuKe PasHOCHJICA 3BYK
TpyOBI, Jja TaKOM 3BOHKHM, >KaJOOHBIM U IIPO-
TSDKHBIH... ITO CIIY’KKa M3 IIKOJIBI Ha IIPOIaHK1e
TPYOUT BIOTOHKY CBOeMy GeTHOMY OpaTy, MerK-
Iy TeM KakK Apyrde Ha/leBalOT B IlepefHell «IIa-
TBIHKM» (IIOTOMY YTO B IIIKOJIY BXOJAT B OFHUX



qyJIKaX) U TUXO0 PaCcXOASATCs I10 ;OMaM.

Bupnesn Taxkoke XapbKo, KaK OHU OCTaHAaBJIMBaA-
JIUCh KydyKaMH{ IIpOTHUB Mecslla U 6opMoTaau
4TO-TO, W IIOABIMAJINCH Ha IBIIIOYKH, IJISAAA B
HOYHOe He00... A B 3TO BpeMs, KOIZa y>Ke BCe 70
OJTHOTO pPasoMAyTCs, Ha II0JIy B IlepeHe KOMHa-
Te CUPOTJIMBO CTOUT cebe mapa «IIaTbIHKOB» U
JK[eT CBOEro X03gHUHa... ! CKOJIBKO OBl HU >K/a-
Jla, HUKOITA He NO0XKIeTCs, IIOTOMY YTO B 3TOT
4Jac HaJ IOJIAMH U JIecaMH, HaJ, TopaMH, spaMu
U TOoJMHaMHU XallyH TaIUT X03gKMHa IIaThIHKOB
II0 BO3/yXy, B3MaxuBasi KPbUILIMU U XOPOHACH
OT XPUCTHUAHCKOIO IJ1a3a. Paj, IPOKIATEIN, KOTAA
HOYb BBIIIaZleT O6JIayHasd /a TeMHasd. A eKeyu
THUXasd [1a ICHasd, KaK BOT CETO/{Hs, YTO MeCslI] CBe-
TUT W30 BCeX CUJI, TO, II0’KaJIyi, HallpacHO Yep-
TSKa U TPY/Abl IPUHUMAJL...

— A 110UueMy? — CIIPOCHJI MeJIbHUK.

— A TIOTOMY, YTO BOT BUJWTE BBI: CTOUT JIIO-
oMy, fake U He XUTPOMY, KpellleHOMY 4eJIoBe-
KY, XOTb OBl ¥ BaM, HallpuMep, KPUKHYThH YepTs-
Ke: «KuHb! 3TO MOe!»-0H TOTYAC Ke U BBIIYCTUT
KHuja. 3aTpellbiXxaeT KpbUIaMH, 3aKpUUYHUT JKa-
JIOOHO, KaK IIOZCTPesIeHHBbIN IYyJIaK[4], U IIoJie-
TUT cebe maJjbllle, OCTABIIUCh HAa BeCh rof 6e3s



IIOKUBEL. A KU yIazeT Ha 3eMJIr0. XOpOIIo, ec-
JIA He BBICOKO IIaJlaTh WJIM YyIOOUT B 60JI0TO, HA
MATKOe MeCTO. A TO BCe paBHO, IpolageT 6e3
BCSIKOM I10JIb3EI... HU cebe, HU 4OpPTY.

— BoT Tak mITyKa! — ckasaJ MeJIbHUK B pas-
OIyMBHU U CO CTPAxOM IIOIJISIIesI Ha HebOo, C KOTO-
poro Mecsr] TeUCTBUTEJbHO CBETUJ U30 BCEH
Mouu. He60 OBIJIO UMCTO, U TOJIBKO MEXKIY JIy-
HOI0 U JIeCOM, UTO YUepHeJICd BIAJIU 3a PEUKOl,
IIPOBOPHO JIETEJI0 HeGO0IbIII0e 00/1aUK0, KaK TEM-
Has nymuHKa. O6J1ako, Kak 06J1aK0o, HO BOT UTO
II0Ka3aJIoCh MeJBHUKY HEMHOIO0 CTPaHHO: Ka-
KUCh, U BeTPY HeT, W JIUCT Ha KyCTaX CTOUT —
He II1eJIOXHEeTCS, KaK 3aKOJIJOBAaHHBIM, a 00J1aK0
JIETUT, KaK IITULIA U IIPSIMO K TOPOAY.

— A morsaguTe-Ka, 4To 9 BaM IIOKaKy, —CKa-
3aJI MeJIbHUK HAaUMUTY.

TOT BBIIIIeJ U3 IITUHKA U, OIIePIIUCEH CIIMHOM! 0
KOCSIK, CKa3aJl XJIaJJHOKPOBHO:

— Hy, Tak uro x? Halwiy, 4To II0KashIBaTh:
00J1aK, Tak 1 o6Jiak! Bor ¢ HUM...

— /la BRI IIOIJIIIUTe-KA ellle, — BeTep eCcTh?

— Ta-Ta-Ta-a... BoT OHO u4TOo! — [orajgaJicsa
Ha¥uMUT. — IIpAMo B ropoj MaHJpyeT...

U o6a 1mmoyecasu 3aThUIKH, 3apaBIIN I'OJIOBbI



KBepxy. A U3 OKOH IIOIIpEeKHEMY HeCJIOCh JKYXK-
’KaHHe, BUIHEJINCH >KeJIThble BBITAHYTHIE JIMIIA,
IIaIlK¥ Ha 3aTbUIKe, 3aKpBIThIe IyIasa, HeIlo-
IBIDKHBIE TYOBI... JKyieHaTa IJ1aKaIy, HaJphlBa-
JIUCh, U OIIATH MEJILHUKY II0KAa3aJI0Ch, YTO KTO-
TO APYTOM BHYTPH UX IIa4YeT U MOJIUT O YEeM-TO
IAaBHO yTpauyeHHOM U HAIIOJIOBUHY YrKe I103a0bI-
TOM...

— Al mopa ¥ JOMOM, — OYHYJICS MeJIbHUK. —
A 41 6BLJIO XOTeJI TPOIIU SJHKeJII0 OTAATh...

— MoJkHo. I TpHHUMAI0 33 HUX, —CKasaJj Ha
9TO HAaWMUT, IJIAIs1 B CTOPOHY.

Ho MeJILHUK IPUTBOPHJICSH, YTO HE CJIBIXAJ
9TUX CJIOB. /[leHbIY OBIIM He TaKHe MaJleHbKHe
4TOOBI BOT TaK, IIPOCTO, OTAaTh KaKOMY-HUOYIb
IIPONIU-CBETY, OTCTABHOMY COJIIATY.

— IIpoianre-Ka, — CKasaJ II09TOMY MeJlb-
HUK.

— IpomaiiTe U BoI! A IeHbI'U A-TaKU IIPUHSAT
OBI.

— He 6ecriokoiiTe ce6s: 0TAAM K CaMOMY.

— JTO Kak cebe XOTUTe. A B3IThb U S B35 OBI,
6ecriokocTBO HeboJibloe. Hy, mopa y»K U IIIU-
HOK 3aItMparhb. BUHO, KpoMe Bac HUKakKas coba-
Ka y’Ke He 3aBepHeT CeroHsd.



HalIMUT omATh I104Yecas ce6e 0 KOCAK CIIHMHY,
IIOCBUCTaJI KaK-TO He COBCEM IIPHATHO BCJIE[
MeJIBHUKY U CTaJl 3allUpaTh ABepH, Ha KOTOPBIX
ObLIM HaMaJleBaHbl 0eJIol0 KpacKoM KBapTa,
PIOMKa U >KeCTIHOM KPIOYOK (LIKaJIUK). A MeJlb-
HHUK CITyCTHJICS C IIPUIOpOYKa M IIOIeJ BJOJIb
YJIUIIBL, B CBOEU 6eJIOM CBUTKE, a 3a HUM OIIATh
ro6e’kasia I10 3eMJie YepHas-lIpeuepHasi TeHb.

Ho Telleph MeJILHUK pasfyMBIBaJ yKe He 0
CBOEM TeHH, & COBCEM-TAKH O JPYTOM...



eJIbHUK IIpoIlesl He Gojiee JeCSITH Ca’KeH,

KakK B CaJlouKe I10-3a THIHOM YTO-TO 3aIIyp-
I1aJI0 U 3alTyMeJsio, 6YATO BCIIOPXHYJIU IBE 60JIb-
mue ITUIbl. Ho 3T0 6B He IITUITH], & KaKOU-TO
mapy60K C ZIeBKOM, UCITyTaHHBIE TE€M, UTO MeJIb-
HUK Cpasy BBIIIeJ U3 TeMHOTHI. BIlpoueMm, mapy-
00K, BUJHO, OBLI HE W3 CTPAlIUBBIX: OTOH[S
elrfe II0faIbIle B TeHb, TaK YTO e/IBa OesIesH 0/
BUIITHAMH JIBe QUTYPHI, OH KPEIIKOI PYKOM IIpH-
ZepsKaJl BCIIOJIOXHYBIIYIOCS JIEBYIIKY U OIIATh
IIOBeJl TUXHEe PeYd. A IIPONAd eIlle HEMHOIO,
MeJbHHUK VCJBIIAJ YTO-TO TaK0oe, UTO MJa’ke
OCTAHOBMJICS OT GOJIBLIIION JJOCA/IBL. ..

— A TBI, — He 3HAal0, KaK TebsI, — IOJ0KIaJl
OB XOTH I1€JI0BATHCS, — CKa3al OH.A TO UYMOKa-
eIllb Ha BCe CeJIo, — CKa3aJl OH, IOJI0OM/IS K CaMo-
MY TBIHY.

— A Tebe, co6auUi ChIH, HAZI0 B Uy>KUe IBepU
HOC COBaTh? — OTBETHJI NapybOK U3 TeHU. — Tak
BOT IIOTOJH, I U TeOs MOIesIyl0 JPIOUKOM II0 HO-
raM. Byjems BIlepesi 3HaTh, KaK JIIOJIAM JiejlaTh



IIOMEXY.

— Hy-Hy! — cKasaj MeJbHUK, 0TX0xad. — Ilo-
AyMaelllb, Ba)KHYI0 paboTy fJesaeT... Jla U IIOJ-
JIBIY JKe KaKOW-TO apy0oK, KaK UMOKaeT, Jake
YeJI0BEKY CTasIo0 KaK OYATO 3aBUIHO. PacIryCTHII-
¢ Hapop!

OH 1ocTosI, IMOAYMaJI, IIo4yecaJ B IrOJI0BE U
II0TOM, IIPUBEPHYBIIHU K CTOPOHKE, 3aHeC HOIY
4yepes3 TBIH U IIOIIEJI OrOPOJOM K BIJOBHHOM M3-
OyIlIKe, YTO CTOsLJIa HEMHOTIO II00Jasb, Kpau ce-
JIa, 107, BBICOKOIO TOITOJIeH... XaTKa Oblja MaJlko-
CeHbKasd Jja ellle Cropomjachk M IIOXHUIMIACH K
3deMmuie. OKOHIIe OBLIIO TaKOe KPOXOTHOE, UTO €ro,
IOJKaJlyH, TPYAHO OBLIO M pasriIdAfeTb, OYAb
HOYb CKOJIbKO-HUOYZABL IIoTeMHee. Ho Temepsb
XaTKa BCd TaK U ropejia 0T MeCIYHOIO CBETa, COo-
JIOMa Ha HeM KasaJjaChb 30JI0Tas, a CTeHa cepeo-
psIHAsA, ¥ OKOHIIE YepHeJIO Ha CTeHe, KaK IIPHIILY-
peHHBIN I71a3. OTHA B OKHe He ObLIO. /[OJDKHO
OBITH, V CTapyXH C JOYKOM HeueM OBLIIO Beye-
pATb, He3aueM OBLJIO U CBETUTH. MeJIbHUK IIO-
CTOsLJI, IIOTOM THXOHBKO CTYKHYJI [JBa pasa B
OKOHIIE 1 OTOIIIeJI K CTOPOHKE.

Hepouiro errje ¥ IIOCTOSLI, KaK JjBe IIOJIHBIE [ie-
BUYbU PYKU KPEIIKO 0OBUJINCH BOKPYT €ro IIeH,



a MeXX yCOB TaK [lake 3aropesioch 4TO-TO, KaK
OPUHUKIN K MeJILHUKOBEIM yCTaM TOpsuMe e-
BHUYBM T'yOBI. I, YTO TYT pacckasbiBaTh! Eciu Bac
KTO Tak IleJioBaJl, TO BBl U CaMH 3HaeTe, a eClIu
HHUKOT/Ia ¢ BAMHU HHUYEro TaKoro He ObLIO, TO He
CTOUT BaM U TOBOPUTE.

— OMIHUIIIIKO MOM, MUJIBIH, sKeJIaHHBIM! — To-
BOPUJIA, JIACKAACh, IeBYIIIKA, —IIPUILIEe:TaKH... A
g YK JKJasa-3akzanach, Aymasa, UCCOXHY 6e3 Te-
051, Kak Ta OBIJIMHKA 6e3 BOJHL...

«3J, He HCCOXJIa-TaKH, cjaBa Tebe, rocroau! —
IoiyMaJI Ipo cebs MeJIbHUK, IIPKUMas PyKoH
He O0YeHb-TO XYAOIIaBhIi CTaH IeBYIIKU. — Clia-
Ba 00Ty, ellle HUYETo».

— Korzia ke pyIIHUKHA TOTOBUTH Oymem? —
3aroBopHJIa [eBYIIIKa, BCe ellle /iep)ka PyKH Ha
wreyax duiunma U 06/1aBasi ero TOpSUYUM B3IJIS-
IIOM YepHBIX 04Yel. — Bellb y>K CKOPO QUIIUIIIIOB-
KH.

JdTa peub NpUILIACL MEJbLHUKY He TakK IIO
BKYCY, KaK JIeBUYbH IIOIleJIyH. « BUMAHIND THI, KY-
Jla THeT, — II0lyMaJl OH IIpo ce6s1. — IX, duruiy,
®uuTUII, 3aacT OHA Tebe Tellepb IIOTACOBKY».
Ho, Bce-Taky, HabpaBIIKCh XpabpoCTH U OTBefsd
CBOM IJIa3a B CTOPOHY, OH IIPOMOJIBU:



— 9, Kakas Thl, I'ajs, jgacas[5]. Cetiuac Tebe u
pymHUKHU. Kak Xe 3TO MO’KHO, KOT[ja g Tellepb
caM MeJbHUK U CKOPO, MOJKeT, CTaHy IIepPBbIA
boraTheIph (6borauy) Ha cesie, a Tl — OeJHast BJIO-
BUHA JOYKa?

JleBKy II1aTHYJIO OT TOTO CJIOBA, OYATO ee yrKa-
Juia sMesd. OHa OTCKoumMJia OT PUIUIIA U CXBa-
THJIAaCh PYKOIO 3a CepAlle.

— A 4 gyMmasia... oX, 6egHas K Mo0s rosoBal..
Tak 4uero X 3TO THI, IOJJIBIA UEJIOBEK, CTydasl B
OKOHITe?

— Jre! — 0TBeTHUJI MeJIbHUK, — Yero CTy4all...
A 4TO Xe MHe U He CTy4aTb, €CJIM TBOS MaTh
IOJDKHA MHe TeHbIU? A Thl BBEICKOUMJIA [1a IIPS-
MO I1eJIOBAThCA. UTO K MHeE... Sl ToKe yMel Ife-
JIOBAThCH He XyrKe JIIJIe.

U 0H OIIATH IIPOTSAHYJ K HEU PYKY, HO TOJILKO
YTO ero pykKa KOCHYJIach eBUULEro CTaHa, KakK
CTaH 3TOT B3[[POTHYJI, OYATO JAEBKY y>KaJIMJIa ra-
ITIOKa.

—TI'eTb! — KpUKHYyJIa OHA TaK CEpPAUTO, UTO
MeJIbHUK IIOIATUIICA Ha3al. — S Tebe He GyMark-
Ka pyb6JieBas, 4TO Thl MeHsd XBaTaellb, OYATO
CBOI0. BoT mozoiau eirie, 1 Te6s TaK Orpero, 4YTo
THI II0CJIe TOTO 3a0y/elllb JJacoBaTh Ha TPU rojia.



MeJIBHUK pacTepsiyIcs.

— BoT kakas ropggukal A 4To s, IIPOCTH I'0C-
II0JH, JKUJI, YTO JIH, TebGe [ajiCs, UTO Thl BOT TaK
aCKyZHO JIaellbCsa?

— A TO He JKHuJI, 4TO JIA? 3a IIOJITUHY YyKe
py6JIb HapacTUII, fa ele Tebe Maso: KO MHe IIO-
Jie3 3a IIporieHTaMu. ['eTb! — roBopro Tebe, — II0-
CTBLIBIH!

— Hy, geBkal-ckasay MeJIbHUK, OIIaCJIHUBO 3a-
KpbIBas JIUIIO JIaI0HBI0, KaK Obl B CAMOM JieJie He
3acBeTuHIa KyJaKoM. — 5] BIKY, ¢ TO60M YMHOMY
YeJIOBEKY U TOBOPUTH Hesib3dA. CTymay, II0ChlIan
CIO/Ia MaTh!

Ho crapyxa y>ke 4 6e3 TOro BBIIILIA U3 XaThl U
HU3KO KJIaHsJIaCh MeJIbHUKY. ToMy 3TO 60Jiblile
IIOHPaBUJIOCH, YeM PasroBOp € LOUYKOM. OH IIOf-
60ueHUJICH, U er0 YepHas TeHb Ha CTeHe TaK 3a-
Ipajia TOJI0OBY, YTO MEJBHHUK H CaM y>Ke IIOAY-
MaJl, KaK 3TO y Hee He CBAJIUTCA IIIaIIKa.

— A 3Haelp THI, CTapas, 3aueM s 3TO IIPU-
11eyi? — TOBOPUT MeJILHUK CTapyxe.

— Ox, KaK MHe, 6eTHOM, He 3HAaTb! BUIHO, THI
IIpuIlles] 3a MOUMHU JeHbIaMHU...

— Xe! He 3a TBOMMHM, CTapas, — 3acMesyCd
MeJIbHUK, — a 3a CBOMMHM COOCTBEHHBIMU. S 7K



He pa3b0MHUK KaKoH, YTOOBI 110 HOUAM 3a Uy KU-
MU JeHbTaMU B Uy KOU TIOM IIPUXOSUTD.

— BoT KXe Taku 3a Yy)KUMU U IIOIIIEJ, — 3a-
IOPHO cKasasia l'ass, B3IBIINCE B O0OKU U HACTY-
I1asi Ha MeJIbHHMKA, — He 3a CBOUMMH Ke!

— dy, ckakeHHadA[6] neBKka! — cKasaa TyT
MeJIbHUK, OTCTYIIUBIIIM ellfe I1ara Ha ABa.Ei-60-
Iy, TaKOM CKa’KeHHOMU [JeBKU BO BCEM CeJie He CHl-
meTcd. /la He TO UTO B CeJsle, & BO BCeU I'yOepHUH.
Hy, mmomymail ThI, KakKoe CJI0BO ckasazia! /la He
O0yab BOT TYT OJHA TBOSI MaTh, UTO, IIOYKAJIYU, U
He IIOMJeT B CBUJeTeJIH, TaK s1 Obl Tebs B CY, I10-
TAHYJ 3a OecdecTtbe! JU, omyMmarcsad Thl XOThb
HEeMHOTO0, 1eBKa!

— A 4TO MHe OofyMaThCsd, KOTJla 3TO YMCTas
npasza?

— Kaxkasd »x 9T0 1IpaBja, Korja crapas y MeHs
OpaJia, 1a 1 He BBIIJIaTUIIA?

— Bpemtemnib, 6pemnieinib, Kak pyzas cobaka!
Korma ObBLT ellle IOACHIIIKOM[7] ma co MHOM >Ke-
HUXAaJICd, X0TeJ B JJOM HUATU U He TOBOPUJL, UTO
HasaJ IoTpebyellb. A KaK A4AbK0 IIOMep J1a caM
THI CTaJl MeJbHUKOM, TaK BeCh [IOJT yKe IIepe-
OpaJ, U e1je Teb6e Maio?

— A myka?



— Hy, uTo MyKa?.. 3a MyKy CKOJIBKO CJIe[I0Ba-
JI0?

— ITo korme[8], BOT cKoJbKoO! /lelieBjie HUKTO
He 0T[ACT, XOTh KyZJa X0Uelllb I10e3Kal, XO0Th Ce-
04 oTfaM B IpHUavy.

— A C Hac TBI CKOJIBKO yoKe IiepebpaJst?

— Tro-T10, Kyzta MaxHyJ1a! SI3bIK y Tebs TOXKe...
He Xye XapbKa. /la ¥ 41 )X Te6e Ha TO OTBeUy: a
nporeHTsI? Hy, yTO B3st1a?

Ho T'asia yoxe Hu4yero He oTBeTHIA. C JeBKaMU
OHO YacTO TaK ObIBaeT: TOBOPUT-TOBOPHUT, JIOIIO-
YeT-JIOIIOUeT, KaK MeJIbHHUIlA Ha BCeX II0CTaBax,
Ia BOPYT U cTaHeT... [logyMaells, BOAbI HEXBATH-
J0... Tak rme! Kak pas IMOJIMINCHL PEeKOU TOpLKUe
CJIesbl W OTOLIIA B CTOPOHY, BCe yTHpas Ijasa
IIIUPOKUM PyKaBOM 6eJIoi COPOYKH.

—OT Tak! — ckasajJd MeJIbHUK, 4YyTh-4yTh
pacTepsBIINCH, & BCe-TaKU [OBOJIbHBIN.Yero 6
9TO s KUpajcsa Ha Jyrofei. He jasiiack 6bl, Tak
Heyero OBl U IJIaKaTh.

— MoJstuy, MOJIYH, MOJIYM THI, IIOCTHIJIAA TBa-
proka!

— MoJuu ke U ThI, Korja Tak!

— MoJuuu yKe, MOJIYH, MOS [OHI0, — IIpHOa-
BUIJIa CTapas MaTh, TSHKKO B3LOXHYBINHU. CTapyxa



6ostach, BUHO, pacCcepaUTh MeJbHUKA. BUIHO,
y CTapyX¥" HeueM ObLIO0 3aIUIaTUTh B 9TOT CPOK.

— He ctany MosyaTh, MaMoO, He CTaHy, He
CTaHy! — OTBeTHUJIa [eBYIIKA, TOYHO B MeJIbHU-
I1e OIIATH IIOIIJIM BOpOoUYaThCd BCe KoJjeca. — BoT
JKe He CTaHy MOJI4aTh, @ KOJIU XOTUTE BEI 3HATH,
TO ellle ¥ OYM eMy BbIIlapaliar, 4ToObl He CMeJl
Ha MeHs (JIaBy HallpaCcHO HaBOJWTH, Zla B OKHa
CTy4aTh, Ja ILiejoBaThbCcAa!.. 3aUueM CTydasl, TOBO-
PH, a TO KaK XBauy 3a YyIIPUHY, TO He IOIJISIKY,
4TO Thl MEeJILHUK U 6oraTelpb. Heboch, mpexe
He TOPAWJICI, CaM >KeHHXascd [a JIaCKOBBIMU
CJIOBaMU CBIIIaJI. A Telleps Y>K HOC 3apaJi, UTo U
I1arKa Ha MakyIlKe He yIep>KuTcs!

— OH, J0HI0, MOJIYH y>Ke, MOSI CMUPHAas CHpPO-
TUHKa! — COKPYIIEHHO B3/0XHYB, OIITH IIPO-
MOJIBWJIa CTapyXa.— A BBI, IIaH MeJbHUK, He
B3BIIIIMTEe Ha IJIyIION AeBKe. MoJyo#oM pasyM C
MOJIOZIBIM CepJIleM — YTO MOJIOZ0e IIUBO Ha
XMeJII0: U MYTHO, X OYPJIUT. A YCTOUTCS, TaK CTa-
HeT JIIOIIM Ha yciIazny.

— A MHe 4T0? — CKa3aJl MeJIbHUK. — MHe oT
Hee HU TOpeud, HU yCJIaAbl He HYKHO, IIOTOMY
4TO 1 BaM He POBHA. MHe MOU [IeHBbIUW II0/aM,
cTapas, TO 1 Ha Ballly XaTy U IJIAeTh He CTaHy.



— 0%, HeT e y Hac! Ilogoxau elte, 3apaboTa-
eM C JOUKOM BABOEM, TO U oTHaM. OX, Tope Moe,
OUIUIIIYINIKA, U C TOO0I0, ¥ ¢ Hero. Thl K caM
3Haelllb, 1 Tebs, KaK CbIHA, JIIOOUIIa, He JyMala,
He rajjaja, 4To Tkl C MeHs, CTapoM, Te JOJITH IIO-
BepCTaelllb /ia ellle C IIpPolleHTaMH... XOTh OBl
IOYKY, UTO JIU, 3aMy>K OT[aTh, U KEHUXU eCThb
Io6phle, — TaK BOT He UJeT JKe HU 3a KOro, XOTh
THI UTO X0uelllb. C TeX II0pP, KaK ThI C Hel0 YKeHU-
xXascs, OyATO 3aBOPOXKHUJI [IeBKy. Jlydille, TOBO-
PHUT, MeHd B CBHIPYH 3eMJIK0 >KHUBYIO 3aKOIIauTe.
JlypHad u s ObLIa, YTO II03BOJISUIA BaM JI0 3apH
BOT TYT IIPOCTAaUBAaTh... O, IUX0 MHe!..

— A Kak e MHe OBITh? — cKasaJ MeJb-
HUK. — TbI, cTapas, 3TUX JeJ He IIOHUMaellb: Y
6oraToro yesioBeKa pacxop O0JILIION. BOT g KU-
Iy IOJDKeH, TaK 0T[alo, — OT/aBaiiTe U BLI MHeE.

— ITomo>xau elre XOTh C MEeCHdIL.

MeJbHUK IIOCKpe6 B TOJIOBe U IIOgyMaJl. Ma-
JIEHbKO-TaKU pa3»kaJIo0uiIa ero crapyxa, fa U I'a-
JIMHA Y30pHas COpoYKa HeflaleKo beseia.

— A ¢, CMOTpPH, 3a 3TO elIlle AecaTh IPOIllelf Ha-
KHHY, — CKa3aJsl OH. — Jlydille oTjasa Obl.

— YTo0 X mesaTh! BUaHO, MO 10JIA TaKad, —
B3[I0XHYJIa CTapyXa.



— Hy, 3HauuT, TaKk OHO U OyzeT. Sl He XKUJ, -
TaKu JOOpBIU cebe yesioBsra. [lpyrod Obl, yXK s
BEpPHO 3HAal0, HAKUHYJI Obl JBaJIIATKY, a 51 HaKU-
HY [eCATh I'POIIMKOB U II0L0XKAY ellle 10 GUIUII-
IIOBOK. /la CMOTPH, TOIZa y>Ke CTaHy >KaJI0BaThbCA
B IIpaBJIEHUH.

U oH, He IIOKJIOHUBIIIUCH, IIOBEPHYJICI U IIO-
1res1 cebe 3a OKOJIMILY, Jake He OIJISIABIBAsICh Ha
HU30YIIKY, Y KOTOPOM JI0JITO ellle Gesesia y30pHas
COpoYKa, — 6eJsiesla Ha YepHOU TeHU II0J] BUIIIe-
HbeM, Kak 6esrecasi 3Be3j04Ka, — U HeJlb3s1 ObLI0
MeJIbHUKY BUZETh, KaK IUIaKaJll YepHble OYH,
KaK TIHYJIUCh K HeMy Oesible pYKH, KaK B3/bIXa-
Jla IeBUYbS IPYAb.

— He 1u1a4ysb, 10HIO, He ILJIa4Yb, ICOYKO, — TO-
Bopmiaa crapas IIpica. — He 1iayb, BUZHO Ta-
Kas 607K BOJIA.

— 0%, MaMO0, MaMo, XOTb OBI Jfajia Thl MHE 04U
eMy BhelllapamnaTh! Mo)KeT, MHe CTaJIo OBl JIeTye...



ocJie 3TOr0 MBICJIH MeJbHHKA CTaJH KakK-TO
Heme CKy4Hee. «BOT 4TO-TO BCe He TaK UJET
Ha 3TOM CBeTe, —AyMaJl OH IIpo cebg. — Kak-To
4eJIOBEKY BCe ObIBAeT HEIIPUITHO, & 0TUYEr0-1 He
IpyUAyMaelib... BoT Temepp AeBKa IIpOrHaia...
JKumom HasBajia, are-rel.. KaObl g OBLT KU 1A
UMeJI TaKUe NeHbIH, Ta TOPTOBJIIO... 1A pasBe TaK
cTas OBl g KUTh, KakK Ternepb? Het, He Tak! Te-
Iepb UTO U 3a KU3Hb MOs: paboTall Ha MeJIbHU-
IIe caM, HOYb He JIOCIIH, THeM He AO0eIllb; IJISIHN
3a BOJOM, UT0O He yTeKJa, IJIIAU 3a KaMHEM,
TJISU 3@ BaJIOM, IJISITU Ha BaJjly 3a IIeCTepHSIMU,
I Ha IleCTepHSIX 3a [aJbllaMM, UTOOBLI He
IIOBBICKOUMJIM Jla 4YTOOBI 3abHMpasid POBHO... I,
IJIAAU ellle U 3a IIPOKJIATHIM PaboTHUKOM-IIOJ-
CBIIIKOM. PasBe MO>KHO ITOJIOKHUTBHCS HAa HalMU-
Ta? TOJMBKO yHIW Ha MHUHYTY, Celiuyac U OH, IIO[-
JIBIA 4YeJIOBeK, KyZa-HUOYAb K JeBKaM yTpeILIeT-
cd... A, co6aubs )KM3Hb MeJIbHUKA, IIPOCTO-TaKU
cobaubs! IlpaBza, ¢ TexX IIOpP KakK [IIAbKO-IIap-
CTBUe eMy HebOeCHOe! — y6yXaJicd C IIbSIHBIX IJIa3



B OMYVT, CTaJ g CaM XO3IUHOM U IeHBLXOHKU-Ta-
KM CTa/Id 3arJgAblBaTh B MOM KapMaHBL.. Tak
OIIITH UTO B HUX? 3a pybJsieM KaKUM-HUOYb XO-
IUINb, PyTaloT Tebd U 3a IJ1asa, [a U B IJ1a3a He
CTBIIATCI, @ MHOI'O JIM IPUOBITKY? — IIyCTAKU!
Hukorga KpeleHOMY 4YeJIOBEKYy He IlepenajieT
CTOJIbKO, KaK >KuZy. BoT Korza Obvl elje >Kuja
yHecJIa HeJleTKasl U3 ceJia, TOTZa, I105Kalyu, MOX-
HO OBl U pasBepHYTbCA. HU K KOMy He IIOIILIN
Obl, KaK KO MHe, U 3a KOIIEMKOM, KOoI/ia HaZo Ha
IoJjaTy, U 3a ToBapoM. I'e! MOKHO GBI U IIIHHO-
4eK, I105KaJyHd, OTKPBITh... A Ha MeJIbHUIle WIN
OBl KOTO ITOCaAMWJI, WIN XOTh IIpojas Obl. Hy ee!
Kak-To BCe 4eJIOBeK ellle He YesI0BeK, II0Ka pabo-
TaeT. To JIX /1eJ10, KOI/ia OT IPOIIKMKA IPOIIHK CaM
POAUTCS. ITOTO TOJIBKO LypaK He IIOHHUMAeT... 3a-
Beau cebe IIapy CBUHEN; IVIIOUIIL — CBUHbBS
3Beph IUIOAYIIHM — 4Yepes IojJ YK YyTh He CTa-
Io! Tak BOT U [IeHBIU: IIyCKaelllb UX I10 IJIyIIbIM
JIFO/ISIM, OY/ITO Ha ITacTOUIIe, TOJABKO He 3eBal Jia
yMeH OIIATH COTHATH II0 BpeMeHU: OT I'pollla Po-
IOUTCSA ecaTh Ipolllel, 0T Kapb6oBaHI|a — [eCITh
KapOOBaHIIEB...»

TyT MeJILHUK BBIIIIeJI yoKe Ha CaMblil TpebeHb
IOpOTH, OTKY/ia HauMHaJICA II0JIOTHH CIIYCK K pe-



Ke. Bepeny yyKe CI/BIIIHO OBLIO, — TaK, UyTh-
4yTh, KOI/ia IIOABIXUBAJI HOUHOMN BETEPOK, — KaK
COHHAasd BOJa 3BEHUT B IIOTOKAaX. A C3aJU, OIJIA-
HYBIIIUCEH ellle pas, MeJbHUK YBUJeJ CIAlllee B
Cafiax CeJio U II0J, BBICOKUMU TOIIOJIIMU MaJjleHb-
KYI0 BIOBHHY XaTKy... OH OCTaHOBHJICI U IIOZY-
MaJI HEMHOTO, II04eChIBasCh B I'OJIOBe.

— 39, Aypaxk s 6bL1 661! — CKasas 0H, HaKOHell,
IIyCKasCh B JaJbHEHUIINH IIyTh.II0’KaIyi, He BBI-
OyMau Ia0bKO B TY HOYb, HAIIUBIINCH HAJIHMBOY-
KUY, 3aJ1e3Th B OMYT, Tellepb MeHs Obl YK OKPYTHU-
Ju c l'ajero, a oHa BOT MHe U HepOBHA. IX, U
CJIaKO JKe, IIpaBfa, LieJyeTcd 3Ta HeBKa — Y-V
Kak cjajgko!. BoT ¥ roBopro, 4T0 KakK-TO Bce He
Tak JiejlaeTcsa Ha 3TOM cBeTe. Eciii 6 K aTakoMy
JIMYUKY J1a XOpolllee IIpUaHOoe... HY, XOTh TaKoe,
KaK KOJHEHCKHMN MaKOTrOHEHKO JaeT 3a CBOEH
MoTpeH... 3, UTO YK TYyT U TOBOPUTH!..

OH KHHYJ U3-TI0[ TOPHI IIOCJAE€JHUU B3IJIAL
HasaJj, KOoIJa Ha ceJjie paszaJsicsa BAPYT yAap KOJIO-
Kosa. YTOo-TO KakK OyATO yIIaslo C KOJIOKOJIbHH,
4TO BUHeJIAaCh CpeJH cejia, Ha TOPOUYKe, U I10JIe-
TeJIO, 3BeHs U KOJIBIXasiCh, HaJl II0JISIMU.

«3Jre, 9TO yXKe, BUAHO, CTAHOBUTCS Ha CBeTe
II0JIHOYb», — IIOZyMaJl OH IIpo ce6s U, 3eBHYB BO



BCH0 IVIOTKY, CTaJI OBICTPO CIIyCKATBhCI IIOJ TOpY,
oyMas OIIITb O CBOeM CTajie. EMy Tak U BUe-
JIUCh ero KapOboBaHIIbI, KAK OHU, TOYHO >KUBEIE,
XOJIAT II0 pa3HbIM PyKaM, B PasHBIX JleJlaX U BCe
racyrcs cebe, ¥ Bce IIOAATCA. OH ake 3aCMesil-
cs, IIpe[iCTaBUBIIY, KaK pasHble JypPHU [yMaloT,
4TO CTaparTcd Ui cebs. A IPHUET CPOK, U OH,
XO03SIMH CTafla, OIISITH CTOHUT €r0 B CBOM KOBa-
HBIH CYHYK BMECTe C IIPUILIIOIOM.

U Bce 9TO OBLIM MBICIU IPUATHBIE. TOJIBKO
BOCIIOMHUHAHHE O >KHJIe OISAITh HCIOPTHJIO 3THU
IIPUSTHBIE MBICTIU. MeJIbHUKY CTaJI0 CKYYHO, YTO
JKHUJ 3aXBaTHJI ceOe BCe MacTOMINA U eT0 O0eTHEIM
KapboBaHIIJaM HeyeM KOPMHTBLCS, HeEr/e ILIO-
OUTBHCI, TOYHO CTaZy 6apaHOB Ha BBITOHE, Ijie
yoKe I0OBIBAIU KUJOBCKHE KO3BL... TYyT yXK, Us3-
BeCTHO, He PaCKOPMMUIIIbCSL.

«3, 4T0ob6 ero yepTsAKa 3abpajl, IPOKJIATO-
ro!»-mogymMmas MeJbHUK, U €My I10Ka3aJoCh, UTO
BOT 3TO caMO€ U eCTb TO, OTYEro eMy TaK CKyU-
HO... BOT 9TO camMoe TOJILKO M eCTh ILIOX0e Ha
cBeTe. IIpOKJIATEIE KUIbl MEIIAKT KpelleHOMY
4eJIOBEKY COOMpPATh CBOM IOXO/,.

TyT, B IIOJIOBUHE TOpBHI, I7le TUXUM U OGyATO
COHHBIM IITyM BOJbl B IIOTOKAaX CJIBIIIAJICI YrKe



6e3 IepeprIBOB, — MEJIbHUK BIPYT 0CTaHOBHUJICH,
KaK BKOIIAHHBIM, M yJapuI cebsd JIaZOHBIO II0
JI0Yy.

— ba, BoT ObL1a 61 IITYKA!.. IIpaBo, XOpoIiIas
IITyKa Oblia Ovl, el-60ry! Begb HBIHUe KaK pas
CYAHBIA TeHb. UTO, ecId 6 KUAOBCKOMY YOPTY
IIOJIFOOMJICS KaK pas Halll IMMHKaph SIHKeab?.. [la
rae! He BervizieT. Majio jid TaM, B TOpPOJie, KUIOB?
K ToMy ke elne SHKeJIb — JKHIUILE T'PY3HBIN,
CTapbBIM 1a KOCTUCTHIH, KaK epIll. YTo B HeM TOJI-
Ky? HeT, He Takoil OH, MeJIbHUK, CUaCT/IUBBII
4JeJIoBeK, UYTOObI XalyH BbIOpasl cebe U3 THICIUU
KaK pas UXHero SJHKeJId.

Ha MHHYTy B rojioBe MeJIbHHKA, KaK 0ecIIo-
KOMHBIE MypaBbH, 3aKOIIOLIMINCE APYIHUe MBIC-
JIU:

«3X, ¢unmni, durumni! HexopoIllo ¥ fyMaTh
TaKoe KpellleHOMY 4YeJIOBeKy, UTO ThI cebe Te-
mepb AyMaeis. OnIoOMHUCH! Bensb y SIHKeJsI oCTa-
HYTCS [IeTH, OyfleT KoMy AOJIT OTHAaTh... A BTO-
poe-TaKU U IpeIrHo, — SIHKeJb Tebe XyA0ro He
neJsiaj. Mo)KeT, JPYTHM H €CTb 3a YTO IIOpyraTh
CTaporo IIMMHKaps, TaK BeAb C APYTHUX-TO K THI
caM He IIPOYb B3ATh JIUXBY...»

Ho Ha 3TH HeNpPHUATHBIE MBICJIH, UYTO CTaJIH



OBLIIO IIOKYChIBATh €r0 COBECTh, KaK COOaYOHKM,
MeJIbHUK BBIITYCTHII IPYTHUe, ellle II0CepAuTee:

«Bce-Taku KUOTa, TaK >KUMIOTA, HE POBHS
JKe KpelleHOMY 4eJioBeKy. Eciii g U 6epy JIUX-
BY, — HY U 6epy, 9TOro HeJb3sd CKa3aThb, YTO He
bepy, — Tak BeJb Jydllle >Ke, I AyMar, OTHaTh
MPOIIEHT CBOeMY 6paTy, KpellieHOMY, UeM HeKpe-
IIeHOMY KUY ».

B 3Ty MUHYTY ¥ yAApPWJIO B IIOCJTIeJHUM pa3 Ha
KOJIOKOJIbHE.

JloJDKHO OBITh, 3BOHaph VBaH Kaguiio 3acHyJI
cebe IIOJ IIepKOBBIO M [leprajl BepeBKYy CIIPOCO-
HOK, — TaK [0JITO BbI3BaHHBAJI II0JIHOYL. 3aTO B
IOCJIeJHUU pa3, 06paloBaBIINCh KOHILY, OH OyX-
HYJI TaK 3[J0POBO, YTO MeJILHUK Jla’kKe B3POTHYJI,
KOI7la 3BOH 3aryjeJ U3-3a IOpbI, HaJ, er0o T0JIO-
BOU, U IIOHECCS Uepe3 pPeuKy, HaJl JIeCOM, B Jlajle-
KHe I10JI4, 110 KOTOPBIM BLETCS J0POra K TOPoAy...

«BOT Temeps y>Ke BCe CIISIT HA CBETE, — IIOAY-
MaJI IIpo ce6s1 MeJbHUK, U UTO-TO er0 YXBATUJIO
3a ceppaile. — Bce coar cebe, KoMy Ifie Hao,
TOJIBKO >KUIBI TOJIKYTCA U IJIAaYyT B CBOEM IIIKO-
Jie, 1a 1 CTOX0 BOT TYT, KaK HeIpUKasgsHHad AyIla,
HaJi OMyTOM U iyMar0 HeXOpoIllee...»

W moxasajocb eMy B TOT 4aCc BCe Kak-TO



CTPaHHO... «CJIBIIY, — T'OBOPUT, — YTO 3TO 3BOH
3aTHUXaeT B II0JIe, @ CAMOMY KakeTcs, 6YATO KTO
HeBU/IMMKa 0e)XUT 110 LUIAXY U CTOHeT... BIDKy,
YTO JIeC 38 PeYKOM CTOUT BeCh B POCe U CBETUTCS
poca oT MecdIia, a caM AyMaro: KakK >Ke 3TO ero B
JIETHIOI0O HOYB 3aJePHYJI0O MOPO3HBEIM HMHeeM? A
KaK BCIIOMHMUIJI ellle, YTO B OMyTe JbKO0 YTOII, —
a g HeMaJo-TaKU pajoBajyICe TOMY CJydaro, —
TaK U coBceM opobes. He 3Hal — Ha MeJIbHUILY
HUITH, He 3HAI0 — TYT YK CTOATE...»

— T'aBpuio! 3U, l'aBpUiIo! — KPUKHYJI OH TYT
IIO/ICBIIIKe-pab0THUKY. — TaK M eCTh, Ha MeJIb-
HHUIIe IIYCTO, a OH, JIOABIPE, OIIATEHL IIOMaHAPOBaJI
Ha ceJIo, K IeBKaM.

Brlirres1 @UIINIII Ha CBETJIOE MeCTO, Ha cepe-
IUHY IVIOTUHEL. CIIBIIINT: BOLA IIPOCAChIBAETCA B
LIITI03aX, 8 eMy Ka’KeTCsd, UTO 3TO KTO-TO KpaJeT-
Cs U3 OMyTa U KapabKkaeTcs Ha KoJieca...

«3, JIydllle IOWAY-TaK{ CIIaTb», — IIOAyMaJl
OH IIPO cebs... TOJIBKO IpeXK/e elle pas OIJITHYJI-
cs.

Mecs1y faBHO Ilepebpajicd y>Ke depes caMylo
BepXYIIKYy Heba ¥ CMOTpeJICd Ha BOLy... MeJIbHU-
Ky II0Ka3aJIOCh YAWBUTEJIBHO, KaK 3TO XBaTaeT B
ero MaJIeHbKOM peuKe CTOJIBKO TIJIYOMHBI — U



IJIS1 Mecsilia, U ISl CHHero He6a co BCeMU 3Be3JIa-
MU, U JJIs1 TOTO MaJIeHbKOTO TEMHOTO 00JIauKa,
KOTOpOe, OJTHAKO, HeCeTCsI JIETKO U GBICTPO, KaK
IIYIITMHKA, 110 HATIPaBJIEHUIO U3 TOPO/IA.

Ho Tak Kak Ijla3a ero yke CJIHUIIaJIHUCh, TO
YAUBJIJICA OH HEIOJIT0 ¥, OTBOPUB OTMBIYKOM
HapY’KHYIO0 IBeph U 3allepIIHUCh OISATh U3HYTPU
3a/IBHDKKOM, UTOOBI CJIBINIATH, KaK BEPHETCS TY-

JISIKA-IIO/ICBIIIKA, — OTIPaBUJICA K cebe Ha IIO-
CTeJIb



IV

Bre-re, BCTaHb, ®uunill.. BoT Tak mITyKa! —
« BIpPYT IIOAyMaJl OH, IIOABIMAsACh B TEMHOTE
C IIOCTeJIH, TOYHO ero KTO CTYKHYJI MOJIOTKOM II0
TeMeHH.-/la 51 K U 3a0bLT: Belb 3TO BO3BpallaeT-
Cs1 M3 TOpojJia TO caMoe 00JIauKo, KOTOpOe HeZlaB-
HO IIOKaTWJIOCh TYAA, Aa ellle MBI C KU O0BCKUM
HaIMHUTOM [AUBHUJINCH, UTO OHO JIETHUT cebe 6e3
BeTpy. /[la U Temephb BeTep, KaKUCh, HEBEJIUK U
He C TOM cTOpoHEI. Iloromu! HcTopus, KaskeTcd,
TYT He IIpoCTad...»

CHUJIBHO KJIOHWIO MeJIbHUKA KO cHy. Ho... BoT
OH BBIIIIEJI 60CMKOM Ha IUIOTUHY M CTaJl Ha Ca-
MOU CepeJUHe, [TI0UechiBas cebe 6PIOX0 U CIIUHY
(Ha MeJIbHUIle-TaKHU OBLIO He 6e3 6s10X!). B crimHy
eMy IIOoAyBaJ C 3aIlpy>KeHHOM peKU BETEPOK, a
cIiepey IPsIMeXOHbKO Ha HEro KaTHUJIOCh 06J1ay-
KO. TOJILKO Tellepb OHO OBLJIO y>Ke He TaKoe JIer-
KOe, JIeTeJI0 He TaK POBHO U CBOOOJHO, a 6yATO
CJIeTKa KOJIBIXAJIOCh U IIPHUIIaZajio, KaK II0/CTpe-
JleHHad nTuita. Korza ske 0OHO HaJIeTesIo Ha JIYHY,
TO MeJIbHUK yyKe SICHO IIOHSJI, UTO 9TO 3@ HCTO-



p¥s, IIOTOMY UTO Ha CBETJIOM Mecslle TaK U BEI-
pesaJiuchk YyepHble KPbLUIbS, a I10J, HUMU eIlle UTo-
TO U KaKasg-TO CKproUYeHHad JJAcKasd ¢urypa, ¢
IJIMHHOIO, TPSCYILEeI0Ca 60POIO0K0...

«J-31! BoT Tebe M IITyKa, — IOAYMaJ MeJlb-
HUK. — HeceT ogHoro. UTO X Telepk eaTh? Ec-
JI1 KPUKHYTH: ,,KUHB, 3TO Moe!“ — Tak Befb, II0-
JKasyy, O0e[HBIN >XKUJ paciiubeTcs WIA YTOHET.
Beicoko!»

Ho TyT oH yBUJeJ, UTO [eJI0 MEHSETCI: YOPT
CO CBOEI0 HOIIEU 3aKPYKUJICI B BO3[yXe U CTaJl
OIlyCKaThCs BCe HIDKe. «BUAHO, IT0oKaJHUYaJI /1a
3axBaTWJ cebe HOIY He II0f CHJIY, — II0ZyMaJl
MeJIbHUK. — Hy, Temeps, I07Kalyi, MOKHO OBbI U
BBIPYUYUTH >KUJQ, — BCe-TAKU >KUBasg [Iyllla, He
CpaBHselllb C HeUYuCThIM. Hy-Ko, 6J1arocyioBscCh,
KPHKHY II03l0poBee!»

Ho BMecTO aToro, caM He 3HaeT y>X KaK, OH
M30 BCeX HOT I106e)Kajl C IVIOTUHBI U CHPSATAJICA
IIof, I'yCTBIMU IBOPaMH, YTO MOUYMJIN CBOHU 3eJIe-
Hble BETBH, KaK PyCaJKH, B TeEMHOHN BOJEe MeJIb-
HUYHOIO 3artopa. TyT, IIOJ [epeBbIMH, ObLIO
TEMHO, KaK B 004YKe, 1 MeJIbHUK ObLII YBepeH,
YTO HUKTO €T0 He YBUIUT. A Y Hero B 3TO BpeMsd
YK U 3y0 He IIonajgasa Ha 3y6, a pyKH U HOTHU



TPSICJIUCH TaK, KaK MeJbHUUYHBIN pyKaB BO Bpe-
M paboTsl. OfHaKO Gpasia-TaKU 0X0Ta IIOCMOT-
peTh, UTo OyAEeT fajblile.

YopT co CBOEI HOIIEH TO COBCEM IIPUIIALAI K
3eMJle, TO CIISITH IIOAbIMAJICS BBIIIIE Jieca, HO OBI-
JIO BUJHO, YTO eMy HHKaK He CIIpaBHUThCA. Pasa
IBa OH KOCHYJICA Jla’Ke BOZBI, ¥ OT JKHUJa IIOIIIN
II0 BOJle KPYTH, HO TOTYAC JKe YepTsdKa B3MaXU-
BaJl KPBUILSIMU U B3MBIBAJI CO CBOEH J100OBIYEH,
KaK 4Yayka, BBIIepHYBIIasA U3 BOABI KPYIIHYIO
pbI0y. HakoHeIl, 3aKaTUBIINCH ABYMS WJIU TpeMs
IIIUPOKUMU KpyraMu B BO3/iyXe, YOPT 6eCCUIBHO
[UIEIIHYJICA HA CaMyI0 CepefuHy IIOTUHBI U
pacTsaHyJICca, KaK He)XUBOH... IloslysaMy4eHHBIH,
06MepIINH KUJ, yIIaJl TYT Ke PSLOM.

A Hanmo BaM CcKasaTh, UTO HAIll MeJbHUK yiKe
LaBHO Y3HAaJI, KOI'O 3TO IIPHUBOJIOK M3 rOpoJa >KH-
NOBCKUU XaIlyH. A ysHaBIIM — 0OpafoBasica U
IoBeceJIesI: «A cyaBa X Tebe, TOCIIOH, — CKasasl
OH IIPO ce6s, — TaK! 3TO He KTO UHOM, TOJIBKO
Halll HOBO-KaMeHCKUM ImuHKapb! Hy, 4To-TO 0Y-
IeT [aJIbIlle, 8 TOJIBKO Ka)KeTcd MHe Tak, UYTO B
9TO [IeJI0 MHe MelllaThbCs He CIefyeT, II0TOMY U4TO
IBe CO00aKH TpBI3YTCHA, TpeTbell IIpUCTaBaTh
He3aueM... OIaTh JKe MOs XaTa ¢ Kparo, 1 HU4ero



He 3HaW... A ecyikd 6 MeHd TyT He 6bL10!.. He 004-
3aH JKe g )KHUa KapayJIuTh...»

U eme mpo cebss gymast: «Hy, OMIMIIYIIKA,
Tellepb TBOe BpeMs HacTaHeT B Hosoii-KaMeH-
Kel..»

\%

Jlosnroe Bpems 06a-U GeQHBIN KU, U YepTH-
Ka-Jle)kaJId Ha IUIOTHHE COBCeM 06e3 IBM)KEeHUS.
JIyHa y>Ke cTaJjla KpaCHeTb, 3aKaThIBaThCA U IIO-
BHCJIa HAJ JIecoM, KaK OYATO 0)KHajla TOJIBKO,
4T0-TO OyzmeT pmasblle. Ha cejie KpUKHYJ OBLIO
XPHUIUIBIM IIeTYyX U TABKHYJIA pasa [Ba KaKas-To
cobaka, KOTOPOH, BepHO, IPUCHUJICA IyPHOH
coH. Ho HU [ipyTHe eTyXH, HU Apyrue c06aKu He
0TO3BaJIUCh, — BHUJHO, 0 CBETY ellle ObLJIO II0PS-
IOYHO J1aJIeKO.

MeJIbHUK H3APOr U CTal y>Ke II0LyMBIBAaTh,
4YTO 3TO BCe eMy IIPUCHUJIOCH, TeM 6oJjiee UTO Ha
IUIOTHHE COBCEM IIOTEMHEJI0O U HeJsb3s OBLIO
pasobpath, UTO TaM TaKoe YepHeeT Ha CepefiHe.
Ho xorpa mosetes U3 cejia OSUHOKHUI KPHUK I1€TY-
Xa, B Ky4yKe YTO-TO 3allleBeJIMJIOCh. SSHKeJIb II0[-
HsUI TOJIOBY B €pMOJIKe, IIOTOM OIJISZeJICs, IIPU-
BCTaJI U THUXOHBKO, II0-)KypPaBJIHMHOMY IIPHUIIOJ-



HUMas Xy/ible HOTY B OJJHUX YYJIKaX, IIOIIbITAJICA
yJIeIeTHYTh.

— 9, 3! mpUgep>KU ero, a To Bellb YUNET, —
4yTh OBLJIO He KPUKHYJ HCIIYIaBIINUNCSI MeJIb-
HUK, HO YBUJIeJI, YTO YOPT yrKe IPUXBaTUJII ITIUH-
Kap4 3a [UIMHHYI0 daJjiny.

— IToroau, — ckasaJj OH, — ellle paHo... CMOT-
P¥ THI, KaKOM IIPBITKUM! S He ycIIe elle OTH0X-
HYTb, a THI y>Ke cobpaJica fasblie. Tebe-To XOpo-
1110, @ KAKOBO MHE Tall[UTh Tebs, TAKOr0 370PO-
BeHHoOro! UyTh He U30X.

— Hy, — ckasajy Xuj, crapasichb BBIIEepHYTH
¢asnny, — OoTAbIXalTe cebe Ha 3/0POBbe, a A [0
CBOEM KOpPUMBI M IIEIIKOM Iouxy. YopT make
IIPUBCTAJL.

— Yro Takoe? Yto, 9 Tebe B 6asarysasi[9], uTo
JIM, HaHSIJICS, BO3HUTh Te0s C Imabalria ToMOIM, Co-
6aunii cbIH? THI ellle ITyTUILI...

— KakoBo MOIyT OBITH IIYTKH, —OTBETHJI
XUTPHIA SIHKeJsb, IIPUKUABIBAsICH, OYATO OH CO-
BCeM He IIOHHMaeT, Yero OT HEero HY>KHO 4op-
Ty. — 5l BaM 04eHb 6JiarofilapeH 3a TO, YTO BbI Me-
Hg JlocTaBUJIMU [OCIOZ0BA, 4 OTCHO/I0BA S OMMY
caM. JTO Jake BOBCe HeJlaJleKOe pacCcTossHMe. 3a-
yeM BaM ce0s1 6eCIIOKOUTH?



YopT ak IOACKOYUII OT 37I0CTH. OH KaK-TO 3a-
TpeIlbIXasICsa Ha OJJHOM MeCTe, KaK KypHIia, Koraa
el OTpeXXyT TOJIOBY, U Cpasy IIOAIING6 SIHKess
KpBLJIOM, a CaM OIISITh IPUHSICA [ABIIATh, KaK
KY3HEUYHBINA MeX.

«BoT Tak! — mogymast mpo cebs MeJIbHUK. —
XO0Tb OHO, MOKeT OBITh, U TPEITHO XBaJIUTh YOp-
Ta, a 3TOTO $1, BCe-TaKHU, II0XBaJII0, — 3TOT, BUJHO,
CBOETr0 He YIIyCTUT».

SIHKeJIb, TIpHCEB, CTaJl O4YeHb T'POMKO KpH-
4JaTbh. TyT y>Ke U 4OpPT He MOT HUYero I10/eJaTh:
HU3BECTHO, YTO II0Ka Y ’KHUJa Ayllla Iep>KUTCS, 10
TeX II0Op eMy HUKAaKHUM CII0CO60M He 3a’KMelllb
IJIOTKY, — BCe OyZeT TOoJIOCUTb. «/la 4YTO TOJI-
Ky? — IIogyMaJl MeJIbHUK, OIJIIJbIBasCh Ha IIy-
CTYI0 MeJIbHUILy. — IIO/IChIIIKa Teleph I'yJIsdeT Ce-
6e C eBKaMH, a TO U JIE)KUT I7le-HUOYb IIbIHBIN
II0Jf THIHOM».

B oTBeT Ha ’KaJIOOHBIN IIa4 6eJHOTO SIHKeJIs
TOJIbKO COHHas JIATYIIIKa KBaKHyJI1a Ha 60J10Te f1a
Oyrail IIpOKUHYJICA B ouyepeTe U OyXHyJ pasa
IBa, TOUHO B IIyCTy0 60UKY: 6y-y, Oy-y!.. Mecsdry,
Kak 6yATo y6emuBIINCh, UTO [IeJI0 C YKUJO0M IIO-
KOHYEHO, OITyCTHUJICS OKOHYAaTeJbHO 3a Jiec, U Ha
MeJIbHUILY, Ha IUIOTHHY, Ha PeKy I1ajla TeMHOTAa,



a HaJ{ OMyTOM 3aKypHJICA OesIbIF TyMaH.

YopT GecrieyHO 3aTpelnbixajl KPbUIbSIMHU, IIO-
TOM OIIATH JIeT, 3aJI0KUB PYKHU 3a TOJIOBY, U 3a-
CMESLICH.

— Kpuumn, ckogbKo Xouelllb. Ha MeJsIbHHUIE
IIyCTO.

— A BBI IOYEM 3HaeTe? — OIPHI3HYJICA eBper
U IIPOJ0JIKAaJI TOJIOCUTH, 06palasich y>Ke IIpsIMo
K MeJbHUKY: — [laH MeJIbHUK, OH, IIaH MeJlb-
HUK! CepeOpsHBIN, 30JI0TOM, OPUJIIMAaHTOBBIH!
[Toxkasy¥icTa, BEIMIUTE CIO/la Ha OHY, CAMYIO KO-
POTEHBKYIO CEKYHY U CKa>KUTe TOJIbKO TPHU CJIO-
Ba, TPU CaMBIX MaJIeHbKHUX CJI0Ba. S ObI BaM 3a
9TO IIOJapHJI II0JIOBHUHY JTOJITA.

«Bechb 6yzeT MOM!» — CcKasaJjo UTO-TO B IOJIO-
Be y MeJIbHUKa.

Kup miepectas Kpu4yaTh, IIOHYPUB TOJIOBY, U
TOPBLKO-IIPEropbKO 3aIyIaKall.

[Ipomwio ere CKOJIBLKO-TO BpeMeHU. MecsIy Co-
BCeM VIIIeJI yyKe ¢ Heba, ¥ II0CIefHUe O0TOJIeCKHU
yracii Ha CaMbIX BBICOKHX [lepeBbsX. Bce Ha
3eMsle U Ha Hebe, Kas3ajoCh, 3aCHYJIO CaMbIM
KpeIIKUM CHOM, HUTZle He CJIBIIIHO ObLIO HU Of-
HOTI'O 3BYKa, TOJILKO eBpeil TUXO IIJIaKaJl, IIPUTO-
BapuBasd:



— O11, mos Cypa, 0¥, MOH JeTKH, MOU GefHbIe
IeTku!..

YopT HEMHOIO OT[BIIIAJICA U CeJl, BCe ellle
Crop6UBIIMCH, Ha raTU. Hajx ratbio, XOTh OBLIO
TEMHO, MeJIbHUK SICHO YBH/IeJI I1apy POroB, KaK y
MOJIOZIOTO TeJIKa, KOTOpPhIe TaK U BhIpe3aauch Ha
6eJIoM TyMaHe, YTO II0JIbIMAJICI U3 OMYTa.

«CoBCceM Kak Hall!» — IogyMajl MeJbHUK U
II0YyBCTBOBaJI Cebs TaK, KaK OYATO IIPOIJIOTUII
YTO-TO OYeHb XOJIOTHOE.

B aTO BpeMs OH 3aMeTHWJI, UTO KU TOJIKaeT
qopTa JIOKTEM.

— YTO THI TOJIKAEIIECSA? — CIIPOCUII TOT.

— Hert! I uTO BaM X04y CKa3aTh...

— Yro0?

— CKa’kyuTe BBl MHe Ha MUJIOCTh, U YTO 3TO ¥
BaC 3a MOJjla — XBaTaThb HeIlpeMeHHO OeJHOro
Kuza... [IoueMy Bbl He BO3bMeTe cebe JIydllie Xo-
poiirero rosi. BoT TyT >KUBET HeJaleKO OTJINY-
HBIN MeJIbHUK.

YopT 11y60K0 B3LOXHYJI. MOXKET, U eMy CTa-
JIO-TAaKU CKYYHO OKOJIO ITyCTOM MeJILHUIIbI Haf
OMYTOM, TOJIBKO OH IIYCTHUJICI B PasTOBOP C KU-
oM. [IpUIIOHAB C TOJIOBBI €PMOJIKY, U3-II0J, KO-
TOPOM BUCeJIU [JIMHHBIE IIeMCHl, — OH 3aCKpeb



KOITSIMHU B T0JIOBe TaK CUJILHO, KaK CaMBIH 3JII0-
IIIUH KOT CKpe6eT I10 [0CKe, KOrZa OT Hero yHaeT
MBIIIIb, — ¥ IIOTOM CKas3aJI:

— 3X, SIHKeJIb, He 3Haelllb ThI Hallero geja!l K
HUM 5 He MOTY U IIPUCTYIIUTHC.

— Hy! 1 4TO TYyT [0JITO IPUCTYIIATHCS, YTO 3a
60JIBIIIOBO XUTPOCTH? S caM 3Hal0, KaK Bbl MeHS
Cpasy XaIlluHYJIH, YTO I He yCIIesJ fake U KPUK-
HYTb.

YopT Beceso 3acMesyICd, TaK YTO Jarke CIIYI-
HyJI KaKyl0-TO HOUHYIO IITHUIly Ha 60JI0Te, U CKa-
3aur

— UYro mpaBfa, TO IIpaBja: Bac XBaTaTh JIer-
KO... A 3HaeIllb TEL, II0YeMy?

— Hy-y?

— IloToMy, UTO BEI ¥ CaMH XallaeTe 30pPOBO.
51 Tebe cKaXKy, UTO TaKOI'O I'PEILIHOr0 HAapoza, Kak
BBI, JKUJbI, ¥ HET JPYroro Ha CBeTe.

— O1i-Bal, yAUBUTEJIBLHO! A KaKOBO JKe 3TO Ha
Hac rpexa?

— A BOT IIOCJIyIIaH. ..

TyT 4OpT IIOBEPHYJICA K KUY U CTAJI CYHUTATH
110 ITaJIBIIAM.

— JlepeTe c JIrofieii IIpOIleHTEI — pas!

— Pa3, — moBTOpUJ SIHKesJb, TOXKe 3arubas



TaJIerr.
— JIF0OICKKM II0TOM-KPOBbI0 KOPMHTECh-/IBa!

— /IBa.

— CrrauBaeTe JIHO/Ie BOSKOU — TPH.

— Tpu.

— Jla ellle ropeJsiKy pasbasiisieTe BOJOU — Ue-

ThIpe!

— Hy, rmyckaii ce6e yeThIpe. A elre?

— Mauto Tebe, uTo JIu? A, SIHKeJIb, IHKeJIb!

— Hy, 1 He TroBOPIO, YTO 3TOT'0 MaJIo, @ TOJABKO
s1 TOBOPIO, UTO BBl HE 3HAETe CBOEr0 COOCTBEHHO-
ro pmesa. Bel gymaeTe, MeJbHUK He OepeT IIPoO-
IIeHThl, BBl JyMaeTe, MeJbHUK He KOPMUTCSA
JIFOJICKUM II0OTOM U KPOBBIO?..

— Hy, He 6pemu Ha MeJbHUKA. OH YeJIOBEK
KpeLeHbIN! A KpellleHbIN YejIoBeK IOJDKEH Ka-
JIeTh He TOJIbKO CBOHX, a BCEX JIIOJIeH, XO0TS OBl U
Bac, )KunoB. Het, SIHKe/Ib, TPYAHO K KpeIeHOMY
IPUCTYIIUThCS.

— O1i-Ball, KaKOBO 3TO OIIMUOKa! — KPUKHYJI
»Kuy Beceso. — Hy, Tak s BaM BOT UTO 6YZy TOBO-
PUTE.

OH BCKOUYMWJI, U YOPT TaKyKe IPUIOAHSICA, U
o6a CTOos/IU ApyT IPOTUB Apyra. JKua 4To-To IIpo-
LIenTaj, yKasaB yepes CIHHY Ha SBOPEHL, U, 3a-



THYB I1aJIell, II0Ka3aJj ero YopTy:

— Pas!

— Bpertenib, He MO>KET 3TOro OBITH! — CKa-
3aJ1 4YOpT, HEMHOIO Ja)Ke MCIIYraBIINCh, U CaM
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha IBOPHIL, Ie IpUTanIcT OUIIUIIIL.

— IIxe, g jayuie 3Har! A Bel mmorogure. OH
OITATH IPOIIIEIITal ¥ cKa3aJl:

— /IBa! A 3TO BOT, — U OH ellle pas 3alleInTas
4OpTy Ha yX0, — OyAeT TpH, KaK YeCTHBIU eB-
pet!..

YopT 11oKayas roJ0BOU U IIOBTOPUJI B Pasfy-
MBS

— He MOeT OBITE.

— JlaBatiTe 00 3akJsaf IobbeMcs. Eciau Mos
IIpaBja, TO BEI Yepe3 roji MeHs OTIIyCTUTE I1eJI0-
IO U ellle 3aIJIaTUTE MHe YOBITKHU...

— Xa! 4 corsaceH. BoT 3T0 ObLIa OBI ILITYKA,
Tak 1mTykKa! Torga 65l 51 He faj Maxy...

— Hy, 9 BaM TroBOpIO, BBl C/iejlaeTe CJAaBHBIN
remedt!.. B 3T0 BpeMd Ha cejle KPUKHYJI TOT Ke
IeTyX, ¥ X0TS KPUK ObLJI TaKOM K€ COHHBIU U Ha
HEero OIITh HUKTO HUTJlEe He OTKIIMKHYJICA Cpequ
MOJIYaJINBOM HOUH, HO XallyH BCTPeIleHyJIC.

— 3! TeI MHe TYT BCe CKa3KH pacCKa3bIBaelllh,
a g U yIIIU pasBecuI. Jlydlile CHHUIIA B PYKHU, UeM



JKypaBJib B He6e. Cobuparics!

OH B3MaxHYVJI KPBUIbSIMY, B3JIeTeJI Ca’KeHU Ha
IBe HaJ IUIOTUHON U ONATh, KaK KOPIIYH, KU-
HyJICA Ha 6eJHOTO SIHKeJIs, 3aIlyCTUBIIN B CIIUHY
ero Jarceppaka CBOM KOITH U IIPUIaKUBasACh K
II0JIETY...

OX, U ’KaJIOGHO >Ke KpH4yaJl CTaphId SIHKeJIb,
IPOTATUBAsA PYKU Ty[Ha, Ie 3a PeKOH CTosyla Ha
ceJie er0 KOpUMa, ¥ Has3bIBasd II0 UMeHU KeHY U
IeTOK:

— O, moa Cypke, Illiemka, Uteste, Mosiie!
Oi! rocmoiviH MeJIbHUK, TOCIIOIUH MeJbHHUK, I10-
JKaJIyMCTa 3aCTYIHUTeCh, CKaKUTe TpH cyosa! S
7K BHJKY Bac, BOT BEI CTOUTE TYT I10[, ABOPOM. I1o-
JKasteriTe 6€JHOTO >KH/Ia, BeIb U KU TOXKE HMe-
eT )KUBYIO JyIIy.

OueHb ’Xa/JI00HO IIpHUYUTa]I OeHBIN SIHKeJb!
V MeJIbHUKA 6YTO KTO CXBAaTWJI PYKOIO CEpALie U
CKaJI B TOPCTU. A YyepTsaAKa TOYHO KAl Yero, —
BCe TPenbIXaJcsa KPbLIbAMHU, KaK MOJIOLOM CTpe-
IIeT, He YMEKIIW jeTaTh, ¥ TUX0-TUX0 pasMa-
XUBaJ SJIHKejIeM HaJ IIOTUHOM. ..

«BOT TIO/UIBIN YepTsaKa, — II0yMaJl IIPO cebs
MeJIBHUK, Ipg4Yach II0JIy4llle 38 SBOPOM, — TOJIb-
KO MyuaeT OeHOro >kujal A Tam, IV, U IIeTy-



XU eIlfe 3amo0T...»

U TOJBKO OH IIOAYMaJI 3TO, KaK YOPT 3aX0XO-
TaJl Ha BCIO PeKy U pa3oM B3BHJICS KBEPXY...
MeJILHUK 3a/IpaJl TOJIOBY, HO Uepe3 MUHYTY YOPT
KasaJIcsl yoKke He 6GOJIbIlle BOPOHBI, IIOTOM BOPO-
6bs1, IOTOM MeJIbKHYJI, KaK MyXa, Kak KOMapUK...
U HUCUes.

A Ha MeJIbHUKA TYT-TO U Hamajl HAaCTOSIIUN
CTpax: 3aTpsICIUCh KOJIEHKH, 3acTydau 3YOHI,
BOJIOCHI ITO/THSLTUCH IBIOOM, U V7K CaM OH He II0M-
HUT XOPOIIIEHHKO, UTO C HUM OBLIO AaJIbIIIe. ..



Vi

CTyK-CTyK!..
- — CTyK-cTyK-CTyK!.. CTYK-CTyK!.. UTO-

TO CTY4YaJIO B Bepb MeJbHUIIEI, TaK UTO I'YJ XO-
ITWJI TI0 BCEMY 3[JaHUI), OTAaBasiCh BO BCEX YIJIAX.
MeJIbHUK TIOAyMaJ, y>K He 4yepTsKa JId BEepHYJI-
Cd, — HelapoM IIeITajICd O YeM-TO C KHUIOM, —
U II0TOMY OH 3apbLjICd C TOJIOBOM B IIOAYIIIKY.

— CTyK-cTyK!.. CTYK-CTyK!.. J1, X03UH, OTYU-
HA!

— He oTuuHIO.

— A moyeMy Tak He oT4dHUTE? MeJbHUK
IPUIIOTHSA TOJIOBY.

— 39, KaKHCh, T0JIOC IIOACHIIKU [aBPHUIILL...
l'aBpmiIO, THI?

— A TO KTO?

— ITo60o>Xucs!

— Hy?

— ITo60o>Xxucs!

— Jla Hy Xe, ei-60ry, ! I'me >K 3TO BUJAHO,
4T00 5 fa He A O6bLI1? Ellle ¥ 60>KHCh. BoT uyza-
CHUSL...



MeJIbHUK BCe-TakKH IIOBepmyl He cpa3y. OH
B30IlleJI HaBepX MU THUXOHBKO IIOCMOTpes U3
OKOHIIa, UTO ObLIO HaJ, JBepbMHU. [[eiCTBUTEJIb-
HO, BHU3Y Y CTeHBI CIIOKOMHO CTOSJI IIO/CHIIIKA U
Iejlajl TaKoe [IeJio, 4YTO, II0XKaJayd, HUKTO U He
CJIBIXAJI, YTOOBI YePTH KOIZla-HUOYABL TaKoe JieJia-
JIA. V MeJIbHUKA OTJIEIJIO OT Cepjlia, OH COIIIeJI
BHU3 U OTIIED JBEpE.

IToxchIIKy fma’ke OTIIATHYJIO, KOIZA OH YBU-
ZleJ1 MeJIbHUKA B IBEPSIX.

— 9, X034HH, UTO TaKoe C BaMH?

— A uT0?

— /la 1mo6oticg 60ra, 3a4eM 3TO Thl MOPZY BCIO
B MyKe BbIMa3zas? — OeJiasi, Kak cTeHa!

— A TBI, YacoM, He I10-Ha/Ji Pe4YKOX0 JIU I1es?

— A 110-HaJ| PeYKoIo.

— A He IJIA1eJ1 JIU KBepXy?

— A MOXeT, ITIA/ieJI U KBepXY.

— A He BUJaJI JIX, 4aCOM, TOT0?

— Koro?

— Koro!.. lypens! Toro, 4To XaIlHyJI IIHHKA-
ps AHKesI.

— A KaKo¥ ero 6ec XaInHyJ?

— Kakoii!.. M3BeCTHO KaKOM-’KHIOBCKUI Xa-
nyH! He sHaelllb pasBe, KaKOM y HHX CErofHA



IeHb!..

ITopcrIniKka IOCMOTpeEJI Ha MeJIbHUKA MYyTHBIM
B3IJISIOM U CIIPOCHIIL:

— A BBI Ha ceJie, YacoM, He ObLIHN?

— by

— A B IIIMHOK He 3aXO0JUIN?

— 3axoguII.

— A TOpeJsIKM He BBIITUIN?

— Teoy! BoT u roBopu c AypHeM. ['opesKy g
oWl y TIola, a BCe-TaKU CBOMMU IJla3aMU BOT
cefiyac BUJeJ: UepTAKa Ha IUIOTUHE OTIbIXaJl
BMECTE C KHJIOM.

—T'me?

— BoT TyT, Ha caMo¥i cepeUHe.

— Hy, u uto?

— Hy, HU... — MeJIbHUK CBUCTHYJI U MaxHYJI
PYKOH II0 BO3YXY.

IToxcrIilKka IIOCMOTPESI Ha IUIOTHHY, IIOTOM,
3aJIpaBIIIM T0JI0OBY, Ha HeOO U II0Uecas B YyIIPH-
He.

— 3, BOT 3TO Tak uyyjneca! UTo X Telepb OV-
net? Kak >xe Terepb 6e3 >Kuza?

— A Ha 4uTO Tebe HelIpeMeHHO KU/, a?

— 9, He TOBOpPUTE, X034UH: 6e3 Kuja KakK-To
OHO He TOro... 6e3 KUjla He MO>KHO U OBITb...



— Tro0!.. lypeHb, TaK AypeHb U eCThb!

— YTo BEHI JlaeTech? I M caM He CKaky, 4To
YMHBIN, a BCe-TaKU 3HAI0, YTO IIPOCO, a YTO Ipey-
Ka; paboTaTh Uy Ha MeJILHUILY, a BOAKY ITUTh —
B IIIMHOK. BOT BBl U CKa’>KHUTe MHe, KOI/Zla BBl Ta-
KOM YMHBIN: KTO 7K Y Hac Tenepb OyAeT IIIHHKO-
BaTh?

— KTt0?

— A TakH" KTO?

— A MoxeT U 9?

— BpI?

Ilomcrinika IIOCMOTpeEJ Ha MeEJILHUKA, BBLIY-
IIUBIIM IJ1a3a, IIOTOM II0OKadaJl I'0JIOBOIO, IIIEJIK-
HYJI I3LIKOM U CKa3aJl:

— Hy, pasBe uTo TaxK!

TyT TOJILKO MeJIbHUK 3aMeTUJI, YTO IIO/ICHIII-
Ky IUIOXO Jep>KaT HOTHU U YTO IIapyOKU OIIATH
Hof0WIN eMy JIeBbIM IJia3. Xapd ObllIa y 3TOro
IIOJCBHIIIKY, CKa3aThb IIpaBAy, TaKad IIaCKygHad,
YTO BCAKOMY 4YeJIOBEKY, IIPU B3IJIge Ha Hee, XO-
TeJIOCh HeIlpeMeHHO IUIIOHYThb. A IIOAU THI: JI0
IeBUaT ObLJI CaMbIil IIPOBOPHBIN UeJIOBEK, U He
pas-Taky NapHU JieJiajid Ha Hero 06J1aBy U OUBa-
JIA 10 TIOJTyCMEPTH... UTO 6UBaJIH, 3TO, KOHEUHO,
elle He OOJIBIIIOE AWBO, & TO YYAHO, UTO OBLIO-Ta-



KH 33 YTO OHUTB!

«BOT BeZib HeT Ha CBeTe TaKOU MacCKyLHOU Xa-
pH, — moAyMaJl, T Ha Hero, MeJbHUK, — KO-
TOpPYyIo OBl HU OJIHA JieBKa He IT0JIr00miIa. A TO U
IBe, U TPH, U [eCATh... TbQy THI IIpOIacTh!..»

— Bot uto, I'aBpMIyIIKO, — CKasajl BCe-TaKH
MeJILHUK JIACKOBBIM T0JIOCOM, — IIOAU JIAT CO
MHOR. Korta yestoBeK BUj[eJI TaKOe, UTO I BUJIEJI,
TaK UTO-TO 6bIBAeT CTPALITHO.

— A MHe uT0? To U Jary.

Yepe3 MUHYTY KaKyHO-HHUOYIb ITOZACHIIIKA Ha-
4aJl y>Ke IIOCBUCTHIBATh HOCOM. A CKa’Ky BaM, Ta-
KOT0 CBUCTYHa HOCOM, KaK TOT IIOJCHIIIKA, LPYTIO-
ro ¥ He cjbIxas. KTo 9TOro He JIIOOUT, TaK yXK C
HUM B OJHOU XaTe He JIOKUCh, — BCI0O HOUbL He
YCHeIlIb...

— I'aBpui10, — CcKasaj MeJLHUK, — 39U, ['aBpu-
Jol!

— A uTo e1re? Yero ObI 51 3TO U caM He CIiaJl, U
IpyroMy He naBaJji?

— Bum Te6s1 oIATH?

— Hy, tak uto? — I'zme?

— Bce Hazo BaM 3HaTh. Ha KomHe.

— Vx 1 Ha KopHe?.. 3aueM Tebs Tya IIOHEC-
J0?



— 3aueM... Yero 681 g CIIpalIuBall, Ibl-TbI-THI!..

— MaJio Tebe HOBO-KaMeHCKHUX JIEBOK!

— Tedy! MHe Ha HUX U CMOTPETH yKe Ha HO-
BO-KaMeHCKUX 00puz10. HU 0fHOM 110 MHe HeT.

— A Tasig BjoBUHA?

—T'asd... A uto X Takoe l'ana?

— A TBI K HeX XOIUJI?

— Taxk HeyxeH e HeT?

MeJsibHUKa fake IIOKUHYJIO Ha IIOCTEJIH.

— Bperrenisb, cobayuii CbIH, UTOOHI TBOEU Ma-
Tepu JIMXopaaka!

— BoT ’xe U He Opellly, 1 1 HAUKOIZa He Ope-
ury. ITyckaii 3a MeHs YMHBIe OpenIyT.

ITopceInKa 3eBHYJI M CKa3aJl 3aChIIAaIOIHM TO-
JIOCOM:

— [loMHUTe, X03MH, KaK y MeHS IIpaBBLIA
IJ1a3 Ha BCHO HeJlesIH0 3aIlyX, UTO U He ObLIO BUJ-
HO...
— Hy?

— OHa 3TO, cob6aubsl [0YKa, TaK YTOCTHJIA...
Tedy Ha Hee, BOT uTO!.. A TO erne: ['a!

«PasBe 4YTO Tak», — MOAyMaJ MEJbHUK. —
l'aBpmio, a 'aBpmio!.. BoT, co6ayuii ChIH, OIIITH
3acBucTeJI... 'aBpuio!

— YrTo e1re? 3aropesiock, 4YTo JIu?



— Xouelllb TEI JKeHUTHCA?

— Carroros ei1re He CIIMJI. BOT coOIlIbIO, TOIZA
U II0IyMaro.

— A 4 65l Te6e cIIpaBMJI YOO0THI Ha eITio... 1
LIAIIKY, U II05IC.

— PasBe 4TO Tak. A BOT g UTO BaM CKa’XKy, TaK
9TO Oy[IeT ellle YyMHee.

— A 4gto0?

— A TO, 4TO y)Xe Ha cejle IIeTyXW KpHUYar.
CipluTe, Kak 3aBOAAT?

U mpaBpa: Ha cejie, MOKeT OBITH B I'alMHOU
XaTe, KpUyaa-HaJIphIBaJICI FOpJaH-IIeTyX: Ky-Ka-
pe-Ky-y...

— Kyk-Ka-pe-Ky-y... Ky-y... Ky-y! — oTBeuaniu
eMy Ha pasHble rosioca ¥ OJMDKHUe, U JaJIbHUE,
C JPYyroro KOHIIA Ceja, TaK YTO OT IeTYIIMHBIX
KPHUKOB TOYHO B KOTJIe KHIIeJO, la U B CTeHaX
KaMOpKH I106esiesId yKe BCe, Jjlake caMble Ma-
JIEHBbKUe IIIeJIH.

MeJILHUK CJIaJKO 3eBHYJIL:

— Hy, Terteps oHU fasieko! IlomuHan SHKesq
Kak 3Baju... BoT mryka, Tak mryka! Ecian Ty
LITYKy KOMY-HUOYAbL pacckKasaTh, TO, II0KaIyH,
OpexyHOM Has30BYT. /la MHe 00 3TOM, I105KaIyH, U
TOBOPUTH He CTOUT... EIlle CKaXkyT, 4To 4... I, [a



4TO TYT TOJIKOBaTh! Korza OBl 1 caMm >Kuza youmn
WA YTO-HUOYAB TaKoe, a TYT s HU IIpU yeM. UTo
MHe OBLIO MellaThCd B 3TO Jesio? Mos xarTa ¢
Kparo, 1 Hi4Yero He 3Harw. Elib mupor ¢ rppbamy,
a Ilep>Ku A3bIK 3a 3ybaMu; JypeHb KpUYMT, a pa-
3YMHBIU MOJIYUT... BOT U 1 ce6e MoJgaJl!..

Taxk roBopms caM cebe MeJbHUK PUIIHIIL,
4TOOBI OBLTIO JIeTdye Ha COBECTH, U TOJILKO KOTZJa
y>Ke BOBCe CTaJI 3aChINaTh, TO M3 KAKOI0-TO yIOJI-
Ka B ero cepjlie BBIIOJI3JIa, KaK kaba U3 HOPHI,
TaKasi MBICJIb:

«Hy, ®UIHIII, HacTajIo TBOe BpeMsd!»

9Ta MBICIb IIPOrHaJjla y HEro 13 rojIoBHI Bce
IpyTHe U cejia X03gMKOIO.

C TeM U 3aCHYIL.



Vil

BOT PaHeHbBKO YTPOM, poca ellle OJIECTHUT Ha
TpaBe, a MEeJILHUK y>Ke OfieJICd U HUJeT II0 [I0-
pore Kk cejy. IIpUXOAUT Ha CeJIO, a TaM YK JIFOLH
CHYHOT, KaK B MypaBelMHHKe MypaBbHU: «JH1 He
CJIBIXaJIM BBl HOBOCTH? BMecTO IIIMHKaps IIPU-
Be3JIM U3 TOPOAY OFSHU ITaTHIHKM».

Bot 65110 B TO yTpo B HoBoM-KaMeHKe U pas-
TOBOPOB, U IIepecyoB, Ja HeMaJo-TaKyu U rpexa!

BroBa fIHKeJd, IIOJIyYUB BMECTO My’Ka IIapy
MaTHIHOK, COBCEM pacTepslach U He 3HaJIa, UTo
IesaThb. BnobaBok elre SIHKeJIb, ¢ 60JIBIIIOTO YMa,
Ila He HaJlesdBIINCh, 4TO ero 3abepetr XaIllyH, 3a-
XBaTUJI C CO6010 B TOPOJ, BCIO BEIPYUKY U BCe [0JI-
rOBBIE PACIUCKU C OyMaKHUKOM. KoHeuHO, MOT
JIX 6eHBIN KU [yMaTh, YTO M3 I1eJI0T0 KaraJja
BBIXBATUT KakK pas ero?

— BOT Tak-TO Bcerja uesjoBeK: He UyeT, He Ia-
IaeT, UTO HaJ HUM HeB3rofja, Kak TOT XaIllyH, JIe-
TaeT, — TOJIKOBAJIU IIPO cebs TpOMaZiCKUe JIIOMH,
II0KauuBas roJIOBAMU U PAaCXOJACH OT IIIHMHKA,
I7le MoJIofasi eBpeiika U ee 6a'xopH (meTu) 6U-



JIMCH 00 3eMJIIO0 U pBaJIX Ha cebe BOJIOCHL. A MeX-
Iy IIPOYUM, KaKIbIM AyMaJl IIpo cebs: «BoT, Bep-
HO, ¥ MO 3alIUCh yJIeTesIa Tellephb K YOPTY Ha Ky-
JIMUKH ! »

CkasaThb mpaBAy, TaK He OYeHb MHOIO Ha-
IIUIOCH B TPOMa/ie TaKUX JIFOZEH, Y KOTOPBIX 3aro-
BOpHJIa MaJIEHBKO COBECTh:

«A Tak¥ He rpex 0bI OTAATH JKHU/I0BKE, eCJIU He
C IIPOILIeHTaMU, TO XOTh YUCThIE JeHbIU...» A eC-
JI YK TOBOPUTH BCIO IIPaBAY IIeJIUKOM, — TO HU-
KTO He 0TJaJI HH JIOMaHOr0 IIe'JIsra...

He otpmas 1 MesbHUK. Hy, 1a MeJILHUK ceb6s B
cueT He CTaBUJL

BoT BoBa fIHKes U IIPOCWIa, U MOJIWJIA, U B
HOTaxX BaJsllaCh, YTOOBI TOCIIOA-TPOMAJIHE CO-
[JIACUJIUCh OTAATh XOTh IIO IIOJITUHE 3a pyOJIb,
XOTbh II0 JBaAIlaTH I'PoIlleii, YTOO UM BCeM CHpO-
TaM He IIOJJOXHYTh C TOJIOAY Aa KaK-HUOY[Ab 70
ropoay mo6pathbcd. M He y OJHOTO-TaKM X03sIUHA
C BOGPBIM Cep/LieM CJIe3bl TEKJIU II0 ycaM, a Koe-
KTO TOJIKHYJI-TaKH JIOKTEM cocejia:

— Ilo6ostmuck 61 BBI 60ra, cocex! BBI oK, Ka-
’KeTCsl, YTO-TO TaKoe JOJDKHBI OBLIH KUIY. OT/a-
Ji OBl BOT... Ei1-60Ty, HaZ{0 661 BaM XOTH CKOJIb-
KO-HUOYZb OTAATE.



Ho cocen oTBeuaJt:

— A 4TO MHe 0T[aBaTh, KOTZa 9 eMy CBOUMHU
pyKaMu Bce JeHBbITU INPHUHEC [0 II0CJIeTHETO TPO-
mrKa? BTopoi pas craHy ILIaTUTh, YTO Ju? BoT
BEI, COCE[I, APYTOe IeJIo...

— A 1I04eMy 3TO ApPYroe [eJso, Korga Kak pas
TO 7Ke caMoe, KaK U y Bac? Hesazouro o otOesnia
IIpUIlle]l KO MHe SIHKeJIb, Ja KaK CTaJl IIPOCUTH:
OTHaM aa OTHaM, — si U OTHaJlL.

MeJIbHUK CJIyIIajJ BCE 9TO, U Y HEro 60J1eo
cepare... X, HapoJ Kakoi! HUCKOJIBKO He 60ST-
ca 6ora! Hy, mmaHOBe-rpoMajio, BUAHO, IIPU Bac
IJIOX0 He KjIagu, —KaK pas yTdaHeTe; Ta U KTO
BaM Iajiell B POT CyHeT, TOI YUMCTHIH Aypax!..
HerT, y>K 0T MeHd He I0KIeTeCh... BEI MHe 3Tak B
Kallly He Haluroere. Jlydine yX s caM BaM Ha-
ILIKOHO. ..

OmHa TONMBKO cTapas IIpucd mpuHecsia >KU-
IIOBKE N1Ba JIeCATKa SUI] [1a TI0JIOBUHY HOBUHBI U
OTHajla 3a CKOJIBKO-TO IPOIlel, YTO OCTaJjach
IOJDKHA IIMHKapIo.

— Bepu, Heboro, He B3bIIM! OCTaJIOCh TaM 3a
MHOIO0 €eIlle CKOJIbKO-TO, TaK 0TJaM, KaK 60T JIacT.
ITocyeHee ¥ TO IIPHUHECIA.

—Bor momyasg  6ab6al!-0603HJICI = MEJIb-



HUK.-Buepa MHe He 0T/ajIa, a A )KULO0BKU TaK
BOT 1 Hanwiock. Hy, 1 Hapox! CTapbIM U TO HeJlb-
351 CTaJI0 BepuUTh. KpeljeHOMyY 4eJIoBeKy He MOT-
Jla OTAaTh... ITorogu, crapas, COYTYCh g C TOOOM
IoCJIe. ..

Bor cobpasia SIHKesnHnxa CBOMX 6axopei, IIpo-
nasia 3a 6ecrieHoK «be6exm» U BOJKY, KaKas 0CTa-
Jlach, — a ¥ 0CTaJIOCsI HEMHOIO (SIHKeJ/Ib X0TeJs U3
ropojfia 604Ky Be3TH), A ellle JIIOAU TOBOPUIIH,
O6yaTo XapbKo HalleJUI cebe M3 OCTaTKOB BeJiep-
KO-ipyroe, — U mobpesa IemkoM U3 HoBol-Ka-
MeHKH. baxopu 3a Hero... /[ByX Hecjla Ha pyKax,
TPeTUM TaIlJWICd, YXBaTdaCh 3a IOOKYy, a [Boe
CTapIINX 6e’Kajlv BIPUIIPBIKKY...

U omAThs MUpsiHe CKpeOJIM CBOU 3aTBUIKU. Y
KOro ObLIa COBeCTh, TOT cebe aymas: «XOTb OBl
IIO/IBOAY aTh 3a >KUOBCKHe [eHbIU...» [[a, BU-
IUTe, I1000sJICd KaXKAbIN: I10KaIyH, JIIOAU Jl0ra-
NATCsd, .YTO, 3HAYUT, OH C >KHUIOM He PacCyu-
TaJyICsa. A MeJIbHHUK OIIATE AyMaJl: «Hy, Hapoz! BoT
TaK ke U MeHs OyAyT pajibl CIIPOBaUTh, €CJIN
KOIZa-HUOYIb 1aM Maxy».

Tak-To 6eHas BOBa U IIOILIesIach cebe B Io-
POz, U yK OOr ee 3HaeT, YTO TaM C Hel II0fes-
JIOChb. MO>KeT, IIpHcocastach Ife C JeTbMU K KaKo-



My-HUOY/b Jiesly, a MOXKeT, U IIPOIlaju BCe [0 Of-
HOTO C rojsiofy. Bce ObiBaeT! A BIIpoueM, >KU[bI
CBOEro He IIOKMJAIOT. XyA0-XyZ0, a BCe-TaKH Jia-
IyT KaK-HUOYIb IIPOKUTH Ha CBeTe.

Crasia 1ocJjie 3TOr0 rpoMafia TOJIKOBATh, KTO
K Tellepb y HUX, B HoBoll-KaMeHKe, Oy/ieT IIIHH-
KapeM? [IoToMy 4TO, BUJUTeE JIH, XOTh SIHKeJIq He
CTaJsIo, a IIIMHOK BCe CTOSI cebe Ha IIPUTOPOUKE,
U Ha /IBepsIX OCTaJIMCh HaMa3aHHbIe 6esI0k Kpac-
KO KBapTa U ’KeCTIHOU KPIOYOK...

U pake XapbKo cuziesl cebe Ha IIPUTOPOYKe U
IIOKYpPHBaJl JIIOJBbKY, BEDKUZAs, KOT0-TO 60T II0-
IIJIET eMY B X03s5€eBa.

IIpaBna, oguH pas, II0f Beuep, KOorga rpoMa/l-
CKHe JIIOJU CTOSLJIM Y IIYCTOM KOPYMEI M PasroBa-
pUBaIu 0 TOM, KTO Tellepb OY[eT Y HUX IIIHHKO-
BaTh U KOPUMAapUTh, — IO/OIIeJ] K HUM 6aTIOIII-
Ka U, HU3eHBLKO IIOKJIOHICh BCeM (IpoMazia — Be-
JIMKWUH YeJsIOBeK, IIpeJl TPOMa/iol0 He Ipex II0KJIO-
HUTBHCI XOTh W 0OaTIOIIKe), HadyaJ TOBOPUTH O
TOM, UTO BOT XOPOIIO ObI COCTABUTH IIPUTOBOP U
IIMHOK 3aKpBITh Ha BeKU BeyHble. OH OBl 6a-
TIOIIIKA, U 6yMary CBOEH PYKOM Hallucaa U OTO-
clas OBl ee K IIpeocBsdllleHHOMY. M ObLIO 6BI
BeCbMa pafioCTHO, ¥ 6JIaroJiellIHO, U MHUPY IIpe-



6J1arOII0JIYYHO.

Crapsle JIIOAY, a 3a CTapUKaMU U 6a6bI cTaIu
ObLIIO TOBOPUTH, YTO OATIOIIKWUHA YUCTasl IIPaB-
Jla, & MeJbHUKY TO CJIOBO II0Ka3asJoCh COBCEM
HeIIpaBUJILHO U Jja’ke 00HUTHO.

«BoT Tebe U 6aThKO, — IOAYMal OH C CEp[-
11eM, — BOT Tebe u IpusTesib! /la HeT, IIOroau
ellle, IIaH-0TyYe, YTO OyIeT...»

— BoT 3TO-Takk, 6aTroIllKa, Balla IIpaBJa, —
JIbCTUBO 3aTOBOPWJI OH, — YTO OT TOU 6yMaru 6y-
IeT 6J1aroIoJIy4HO... A TOJIBKO, He 3Hal0 51, KOMY:
rpoMajzie wiu BaM. CaMU BBI, — He B3BIIIUTE Ha
MOeM CJIOBe! — BCerza BOZOYKY M3 Iropoja IIpH-
BO3UTe, TO BaM U He HaJi0 IIIMHKA. A TaKHU U TO
BaM Ha PYKY, YTO BJIaJibIKa CTaHeT Ballly GymMary
4UTaTh /1a II0XBaJIUBaTh.

I'pomansgHe yCMeXHYJIUCh cebe B YCBI, a 0a-
TIOIIIKA TOJIBKO IIFOHYJI OT BEJIMKOM 0Cajbl, Ha-
XJIO6YUMJI COJIOMEHHYIO LIUIAIY U IIOLIes IIPoYb
OT IIIMHKA II0 yJIHIle, OyATO He 3a TeM U IIPUXO-
IOHAL...

Hy, uT0 y>k TyT pacckasbeIBaTh! I 1ymaro, BBl U
6e3 TOro orafaauch, YTO MeJbHUK 3a/fyMaJl caM
KOpPUYMAapUTL B TOH KUIOBCKOM KOpuMe. A 3a1y-
MaBIlIM, IIOTOBOPUJI XOPOIIEHBKO C I'POMAJOI0,



YITOCTHWJI-TAKKW KOTO HAZ0 B 3eMCKOM CyZe, C HC-
IPaBHUKOM YMHEHBLKO IIOTOJIKOBaJ, IIOTOM C
KaszHaueeM, a HaKOHeIl CO CTaHOBBIM IIPUCTAaBOM
[la C aKIIM3HBIM HaJ3upaTeseM.

BepHyBIIHCE II0C/TIE BCET0 3TOTO HA CeJIo, II0-
11eJ MeJILHUK K IIIUHKY, a TaM CUAUT XapbKo U
IOKYpUBaeT Ha IPUTOPOUYKeE JHJIbKY. MeJbHUK
TOJIbKO MOTHYJI eMy T0JI0BOHM, KaK XapbKo, —
XOTh U TOPABIA YesIoBeK, — TOTYaC BCKOYUJI Ha
POBHBIE HOTH U II0Z[0€e’KaJl K HEMY.

— Hy, 4To cKaXellb? — CIPOCHI Yy Hero
MeJIbHUK.

— A uTO0 MHe TOBOPUTE? IIof0KAYy, HE CKaXKe-
Te JIU Bbl MHE Uero-HUOY/Ib.

— To-To!

He cranm yXe Temephb MeJIbHUKa CJI0BaMU
IBO3JIUTH, a CIrpeb B 00e PYKU KapTy3 U, BBHICIY-
LIaBIIH, UTO €My CKasaJ OUIUIIIL, OTBETHUI YM-
HEHBKO:

— Pan crapaThbed 1A Balllell X03SAMCKOM MU-
JocTtu!

W cram MeJbHUK INMMHKOBaTh B HoBoU-Ka-
MeHKe JIyulile SIHKeJIs, ¥ CTaJsl CAaBaTh JIHAIM Ha
BBIIIaC CBOU KapOOBaHIIL], a KaK IIPUET CPOK —
CTOHATHL UX OIIITH B CBOIO CKPBIHIO, BMeCTe C



IpUILIONOM. Y HUKTO y»Ke He Meltaa eMy B Ho-
BoM-KaMmeHKe.

A 4TO JII0AU He pa3 OT Hero IUIaKaJu FOPbKU-
MU cjIe3aMU, — Hy, U 3TO TOXKe IIpaBja... Taku
IUIaKaJIX He MaJIo: MO>KeT, He MeHBbIIle, UeM OT
SIHKeJ1s1, @ MOKET, ellfe U I1000JIbIIle, — 3TOTO YK
s BaM He CKa’Ky HaBepHoe. KTo TaM MepuI Me-
POI0 JIFO[ICKOe TOpe, KTO CUMTAaJI CYeTOM JIIO[ICKUe
CJIe3nI?..

HuKTO He Mepwi, HUKTO U He CUUTAJ, a CTa-
phle JII0IU TaK TOBOPSAT: UeT WUJIHU XOOUT, Ha O/I-
HO BBIXOJIHUT, UTO KJIIOKOM, UTO IIaJIKOM — BCe
CIIMHEe He CJIagxo... He 3Har, KaK KTo, a 1 JyMalo,
YTO 9TO IIpaBja...



VIl

0T, IIPU3HATHLCI BaM, U He XO0TeJIoCh OBl MHe

IIPO CBOETrO0 IIpUATesId TaKoe pacCKasblBaTh, a
JleJlaTb Hedero: Havas, TakK HaJ0 JOBEeCTH [0
KOHIIa, — U3 IIeCHU, TOBOPUTCS, U CJI0BA OJHOTO
He BBIKMHeIIb...

BoTt, BuguTe, Kakoe fmeso... CrapoMy SAHKeJIr0
TOJIbKO U Hy>KHa Obljla JII0Z[CKas KoIlleliKa. briBa-
JIO, I7le XOTh KpaeM yXa 3acCJIBIIINUT, YTO Y YeJIo-
BeKa OoJiTaeTcd B KapMaHe py0JIb WU XOTh [IBa,
TakK y Hero cefuac 1 3aCBepJIuT B Cep/lle, cerfuac
U [PHUAYMBIBaeT TaKyl IIPUYUHY, YTOOBI TOT
pybJib, KaK Kapacs U3 4YyyKoro IIpyZa, BHIYAUTD.
Yaasnock — OH U paayerca cebe co cBoer Cyp-
KO1A.

Hy, a y>K MeJIbHHUKY 3TOro MaJo. SIHKeJIb caM
repeq BCIKUM 4YeJIOBEKOM B TPHU II0TH6eJIN THYJI-
Cs1, @ MeJIbHUK JII0Jlell THeT, a caM T'0JIOBY JiepeT
KBepXy, KaK UH/IOK. SIHKeJIb, ObIBaJIO, IOPKHET K
CTaHOBOMY C 3aJfHEro0 Xo0/la U TPYCHUTCA y II0POra,
a MeJIbHUK BaJIUTCA Ha KPbUIbII0, KaK B CBOIO Xa-
Ty. SIHKeJI10, eC/IU II0[ IbIHYI0 PYKY KTO U B YXO



3aefieT, TaK OH CHUJIbHO He OOMKaJICS: IIOBU3KUT,
Ila ¥ IIepecTaHeT, pa3Be II0TOM BBITOPIYET JIHIII-
HUU IIATaK. A MeJbHUK U CaM He OJHOMY XPH-
CTHAHUHY TaK YYIIPUHY CKYOHET, U4TO, II0XKaIyH,
U B PyKaX OCTaHEeTCHd, a K3 IJIa3 UCKpPHI, KaK Ha
Ky3HHUIIe M3-II0[] MOJIOTA, ITOCBIIIIOTCA... /[la, BOT
KaKoe [eJI0; MeJIbHUKY U JIeHeKKU OTHaM, U I10-
yeT. [lepel UKOHOM JIIOOAW HU3KO KJIaHAJIUCH, a
Iepens MOUM IIpUSATEJIEeM elle HIKe.

A eMy BCe UTO-TO MaJsIoO. XOQUT CepPAUTHIN Ja
HeBeceJIbIH; OYATO ero IeHOK KaKOoH 3a cepjrie
TepebuTt. U Bce cebe fymMaer:

«A He TaK YTO-TO Ha CBeTe YCTPOEHO — HeT,
He Tak! UTO-TO YeJIOBEKY U C JJeHbIaMH He TaK
BeceJIo, KaK ObI XOTeJIOCh».

BoT pas XappKo ero U ClipalimuBaeT:

— A UTO BBI 3TO, XO39UH, HeBeCeJIbIl BCe XO-
IouTe, 6YATO KTO Bac B IIOMOU OKYHyJI? Yero elre
Ballla X03AMCKad Ayllla X04yeT?

— MoskeT, ecit 6 S KEeHHJICSI, TO CTaJo OBl
MHe II0BeceJIee.

— Tak 0’KeHUTeCh, Ha 3[J0pOBLE BaM.

— To-To BOT U 0HO. A KaK TYT OKEHHUIIILCH,
KOrZa [1eJI0 He BBIXOIMUT, C KaKOM CTOPOHEI 3a
Hero HU yXBaTUCh? S y>K CKaxy Tebe IIpaBAy:



Kak ObLI 4 ellle He MeJIbHHUK, a TOJIbKO ITO/CHIII-
Ka, TO JII0OUJICA TYyT Ha ceJie ¢ ['ajell BJOBUHOM,
MOKeT 3Haelllb... 1 eciu 6 O4bKO He YTOIL, TO
OBLI OBI 51 y>Ke )KeHaThIN. A Tellepb caM ThI paccy-
IU: BeIb 5 e He POBHSA.

— Kakag TyT poBHs! BaMm Temeppb TOJBKO U
JKeHUTHhCS, 4TO Ha 6oradya MaKoroHa Jouyke, Ha
Mortpe.

— Bot! 4 1 caM BIKY, U JIIOGU TOBOPAT BCe
OJHUM T0JIOCOM, YTO II0 MOMUM JeHbramMm MaKoro-
HOBBI KakK pas IIpUAyTcd... Tak OIAgTh... He IIO
BKyCy MHe oHa! CHIUT IeJIbIA JeHb, KaK KOIIHA
CeHa, Jla ceMeuKH JIyIUT. Kak B3IJIIHY Ha Hee,
TakK 6YATO KTO MeHs 3a HOC BO3bMeT Jla U OTBO-
POTHUT B CTOpPOHY... To siu mesio I'and!l.. BOT U ro-
BOPIO: He TakK Kak-TO Ha CBeTe ycTpoeHO. OxHy
IIOJII0OUII OBbI, — XBaTh, a JAEHBIU-TO Y APYTOM...
BoT HcCcOXHY KoIzia-HUOYy/ib, KaK OBIIMHKA... CBe-
TOM THYIIIAKCh.

CosmaT BBIHYJI K30 PTa CBOX0 HOCOTPEMKY,
CIIFOHYJI B CTOPOHY ¥ TOBOPUT:

— Il;moxo! [pyroi 4esoBeK HH 3a UTO U He
mpygyMall 651, KaK 3TOMY JieJly II0MOYb, a 5 IIpU-
COBETYIO, TaK He II0’KaJIeeTe, YTO II0CIYIIaluCh.
A 1I0’KaIyH, elle ¥ OTAAJUTe HOBEIE CAIlOTH, UTO



ocTasuck oT OrraHaca B 3aJI0re, a?

— Hy, 3a Takoe [ejl0 M CamoroB He >KaJjlb,
TOJILKO BEPHO JIU Thl IIPUAyMaA?..

W pmericTBUTENILHO, IIPUAYMAJ IIOIJIBIN COJI-
naT, —bec ero He B3sI! — TaKoe IIpUAyMaJl, UTO
ecv 6 BCe BBIILIO II0 €r0 CJIOBY, TO TeIephb YK
Ha MeJIbHUKe YepTU Ha TOM CBeTe BOJIY /JAaBHO
BO3IJIH OBI...

— BoT, — rOBOpUT, — CJyIIaliTe XOPOIIEHB-
Ko. CTaso OBITh, €CTh BaC TPOe JIIOJeld — OAUH
MY>KHK [Ia IBe TeBKHU. U, cTasi0 ObITh, HeJIb3S HU-
KaK OJHOMY Ha [ByX >KeHUTHCS, IIOTOMY UTO BBI
He TYPeIKOM Bepkl.

«BoT, TIOZJIBIN, KaK BCe BEPHO CKasajl — II0-
IyMaJs MeJbHUK. — UTO0-TO CKaKeT JajbIiie?»

— Xopomro! Kak BbI 60raThlii yesi0BeK U MOT-
ps 6oraTtas HeBeCcTa, TaK TYT YK U MaJIOMy pe-
OeHKy SCHO: IIOChLJIaliTe CBAaTOB K CTapoMy Ma-
KOTOHY.

— IIpaBpa! [la TOJIBKO 5 3TO 3HAJI U 6e3 Teb4...
A Kak xe c l'ameii?

— A BBl JOCAYIIAJIU 10 KOHIIA? Miu, MOXKerT,
caMU 3HaeTe, UTO 51 XOTeJI CKa3aTh?..

— Hy-HYy, y>X 1 ocepucs!

— BBl BCIKOro uesioBeKka paccepzpure. He Ta-



KOH 5 yeJIOBEK, YTOOBI HaYaTh peyb Jja U He KOH-
uuTh. byeT u o l'asie peusb. OHa Bac Jiro6uIa?

— A Taku Tak!

— A BBI TOrga KTO OBLIM, KaK OHA Bac JIFOOU-
aa?

— IMoxcrelnka.

— Tak 3TO OmATH MaJblii pebeHOK II0MMET:
KOIZla JeBKa JIIOuIa IIOACHIIIKY, TO U OBITH el
3aMy’KeM 3a IO CHIITKOM.

MeJILHUK BBUIYIIHJI IJ1a3a U B TOJIOBE Y HeTO,
TOYHO Ha MeJIbHUIlE B IIOMOJI, BCe IIOIJIO KPY-
TOM.

— /la s1 )Ke Tellephb He IO/ ChIIIKa!

— Bot 6efta Kakas. A pa3Be y Bac Ha MeJIbHU-
11e HEeT HOJCHIIIKHU?..

— 9710 l'aBpmio?.. 3-3, BOT THI UTO IIPUAYMaJl.
[Tyckal ke, KOria Tak, OH Tebe U caloru JapuT
3a TaKylo IPUAYMKY. A s CKaky Ha 3TO, UTO He
IO’KIEeT HU OH, HU €r0 ISAbs C TeTKaMH, 4Tob 5
TaKoe J1eJI0 II0TepIlesI. BOT jyulile IIOMAY jJa HOTH
eMy IlepesioMaro.

— Al Kakoil ropAynil 4ejioBeK, XOTh AUIla B
HeM meku!.. /la g K COBCEM JIPyroe X0TeJ BaMm
CKa3arhb...

— A UTO X THI ellle I10CJIe TaKOM IIIYTKU MO-



JKeIllb CKa3aTh, KOrJa MHE 3TO He HPaBUTCA?

— A BBI IIOCJTYIIIANTE.

XapbK0O BBIHYJI JHJIBKY W30 PTa, II0OCMOTpPeN
Ha MeJIbHUKA, IIPUIYPUBIIN OJWH IJas3, U TaK
IPUIIeJKHYJ I3BIKOM, UTO Y TOTO Cpasy CTajo
BeceJiee Ha Ceppile...

— A BBI, TOBOPIO, ee JIIOMIN U 6eTHYI0?..

— To-To uTO JIFOOUII!..

— Hy, Tak u sro6ute cebe Ha 3[0pPOBbE, KOTZa
OHa OyJeT 3a O/CBIIIKOM. BOT Temeph U MOeH pe-
4y KOHEI|: BOT BBl BCe Tpoe U OyeTe >KUTh Ha
OIHOM MeJIbHUIle, a YeTBEepPThIH AypeHbL He B
cueT... Ara!l Terepb IIOHSUJIM, YeM s Bac yrollaro,
MeloM UiH ferreM? Het! XapbKa OMJIM He II0 TO-
JIOBe, a KyJa cjexyeT, OTTOIO XU YMHBI BBIIIIET:
3HaeT, KOMY JI0CTaHeTCsd OpeX, KOMY CKOpJIyIia, a
KOMY HOBBEI€ CaIlOrH...

— A MOJXKET, elIlle U He BBIUIET IeJI0?

— IToueMy K eMy U He BBIUTH?

— Mauio sz rtoueMy. BoT cTapblii MakoroH He
COTJIACUTCS.

— Bort! Korjia 6 51 ¢ HUM He TOBOpPHII!..

— Hy?

— To-To. EXas U3 ropofy ¢ BOAKOM, a OH-Ha-
BcTpeuy. To f1a c+-, ¥ TOBOPIO: «BOT Balllel ove-



PH JKeHUX — Halll MeJILHUKY.

— A oH UTO?

— «He mo>xzmeT, ToBOPUT, Baliia 6abyiika! Uro,
TOBOPUT, OH CTOUT?»

— A TBI UTO?

— A g TOBOpH: «BBI, BUTHO, HE 3HAaeTe, YTO
HaIlero >kujia XamyH yHec?»

— «A KOrga Tak, TOBOPUT, —TO [eJI0 IPYToe:
KakK >KHjJla Ha ceJjie He CTaJIo, TO U MeJbHUK —
CTOIOIIIUHU YeJIOBeK...»

— Hy, Xxopoio, MaxoroH corsacurcda. Tak
errfe l'aig IOMAET JIX 38 IO CHINIKY?..

— 9, KaK [eBKYy C MaTephI0 IIOTOHAT U3 XaTkl,
TO pafia 6yJeT >)KUTh U Ha MeJIbHUILE.

— Tak-To OHO TakK...



IX

MeJIBHI/IK rovecascd... A ey 3ToMy, BOT, UTO
s BaM paccKasblBalo, UJeT YK He [IeHb, a 6e3
MaJIOTo ITesblii Tofl. He ycries Kak-ToO MeJILHUK U
OTJITHYThCS, — KyJa AeBaiCh U QUIUIIIOBKU, U
BEJIMKHH IIOCT, U BeCHa, U JIeTO. 1 CTOUT MeJIb-
HUK OIIATH y IIOpora IINHKA, a II0/JIe, OIIePIINChH
CIIMHOU 0 KOCSIK, XapbKo. [J19/1b, a Ha Hebe TaKoH
caMblii MecsI], KaK Tof Ha3aJ ObLI, U TaK Ke pey-
Ka UCKPHUTCH, U yJIMIla TaKasd >Ke Oesas, ¥ TaKas
JKe yepHas TeHb JIeJKUT C MeJILHUKOM PSIoM Ha
cepebpssHOM 3emuie. M YTO-TO TaKOe MeJIbHUKY
BCIIOMHUJIOCH.

— J, mocyau, XapeKo!

— A uyto0?

— Kakotii cerogad 1eHb?

— IloHee ILHUK.

— A TOrza, IOMHHUIIB, KakK pa3 cyb6oTa ObLia.

— Mau1o i1 ¥ux 651710 Cy660T...

— Torpma, rox Hasaz, B CyTHLIN IeHb.

— A, BOT BBI UTO BcnoMHMJIH! [la, Torma 6nlia
cybbora.



— A Teleps, KOTa y HUX CYLOHBIN eHb IIPU-
neTcsd?

— BoOT 4 ¥ caM He CKaxKy, KOT/la OH IIPUETCS.
JKuia mobInM30CTH HET, TaK U He 3HAlO.

— A He6o0, 194, KaKoe 4YuCToe, KaK pas Ta-
KOe, KaK U B TOT JIeHb..

U MeJILHUK CO CTpaxoM IIOCMOTpPesJ Ha OKHO
JKHUJJ0BCKOM XaThl, He YBUIUT JIU OIATH, KaK >KU-
IeHs Ta MOTAKT TOJIOBAMH U XKY¥OKAT, Y MOJIAT-
Cs1 0 CBOeM OaThbKe.

9, Het! To Bce yxe mpouuto. OT SIHKes He
OCTaJIOCh, NOJ/DKHO OBITH, M KOCTOYEK, CHUPOTHI
IIOIIIH TI0 fajIbHEMY CBeTy, a B XaTe TeEMHO, KaK
B MoTmIe... 1 Ha Ayllle y MeJILHUKA TaK >Ke TeM-
HO, KaK B 3TOHM IIyCTOU >KUAOBCKOM xaTe. «BoOT,
He BBIPYYMJI 9 KUJA, OCUPOYUII YKULEHIT, — I10-
IyMaJl OH IIpo ce6s1. — A Tellephb YTO-TO TaKoe 3a-
TeBaro CO BMOBUHOM JOUKOM...»

— 91, XOpOIIIo JIX OHO Yy Hac OyAeT? — CIpo-
CHUJI OH XaphKa.

— Yem 11oxo? OHO, IIpaBa, eCTb U TakKue
JIFOIY, UTO Mefy He eqdaT. MoJKeT, BbI U3 TAKUX...

— He 13 Takux 4, a Bce-Taku... Hy, mpoiati!

— IIportaiTe U BEI.

MeJILHUK IIOIIEeJ C IIPUIOpKa, a XapbKo



OIIATH IIOCBUCTAJI eMy Beien. IlocBUCTaMI XOTh U
He TaK 00MIHO, KaK TOT pas, a BCe-TaK! MeJIbHU-
Ka 3a/1eJI0 3a KUBOe.

— A TBI UTO CBUIIEIIb, BPa’XUM CHIH? — CKa-
3aJI OH, 00EePHYBIINCh.

— BOT y>X U IIOCBUCTATh HeJb3d CTAJI0 YeJIo-
BeKy! — obupmescsa Xapbko.— $ y KalmTaHa B
IeHIITUKaX KW, ¥ TO CBUCTAJL, a Y BaC HeJIb34.

«[IpaBra, —IofiyMasa MeJIbHUK, —OTYero OBl
€My U He CBUCTaThb. A TOJIBKO 3a4eM 3TO BCe TaK
IlejlaeTcsd, KaK B TOT Beyep?..»

OH 1o111es1 ¢ IPUTOPKa, a XapbK0o BCe-TaKHU I10-
CBUCTAJI ellle, XOTh M THUIIe... [Iolresr MeJbHUK
MUMO BUIIIHEBBIX CAaJ0B. IJIGAb — OIATH OYATO
IBe OOJBIIMX ITHUIBI IIOPXHYJIH B TpaBe, U
OIIATH B TeHU OesieeT BBICOKAsI CMYIIIKOBAas IIIall-
Ka Jla IeBUYbs IIUTAasi COPOUKA, ¥ KTO-TO UMOKA-
eT TaK, YTO B KyCTaxX OTHAeTCd... TbPy THI IIPO-
nacthb! He cTaj y>X TYT MeJILHUK U YCOBEITUBATh
IIPOKJIATOrO IIapHd, — O0SJICS, UTO TOT eMy OTBe-
TUT KakK pas Io-IipoluiorogHemMy... M mozgoires
Ham OMINNN TUXUMY IIaraMy K BIOBHHOMY IIe-
peiasy.

BoT 1 XaTKa rOpHUT IIOJ MecCAIleM, ¥ OKOHIIe
KMYPHUTCS, U BBICOKHUU TOIIOJb KyIlaeTcs cebe B



MeCsAYHOM CBeTe... MeJILHUK II0CTOSI y IIepeJia-
3a, IoyecaJICd IIOf, IIIaIIKOM U OIIATH 3aHeC HOIY
4Jepes ThIH.

— CTyK-CTyK!

«0x, 1 6yzeT onATh 6y4da, KaK TOT pas, a TO U
II0XYy’Ke, — II0ZyMaJl IIpo cebss MeJbHUK. — IIpo-
KJIATBIA XapbKO CBOMMHU IIPOKJIATHIMU CJI0BaMU
TaK MHe BCe XOpOIIIO pacHucasl... A Telepb, KaK
CTaHeIllb BCIIOMWHATh, OHO U He TOTO... © He BLI-
XOOWUT B TeX CJI0BaX HACTOAIEro ToJKy. Hy, 4To
OyzeT, To U OyieT!» — U OH OPSIKHYJI OIISITh.

BOT B OKOHIIe IIpOMeJIBKHYJIO Oesioe JIUII0 U
YyepHbIe OU.

— MaMo Mo0s, MaMOHBLKO, — 3allenTasnaa I a-
JI. — A 3TO ’Ke OIAATH IIPOKJIATYIIIUM MeJIbHUK
I10/; OKOHIIEM CTOUT /1A II0 CTeKJIy OpsKaed.

«JX, He BBICKOUMUT Ha 3TOT pas, He 060MMeT,
He II0IlesIyeT XOTh OIINOKOM, KakK Torgal..» — IIo-
oyMaJsl IIpo cebsd MeJIbHUK U TaKU yrajajl: BBI-
IIJIa [eBKa TUXOHBKO M3 XaThl U CTaja cebe II0-
0/1aJIb, CJIO’KUB PYKU 1107, 6€JI010 TPYABIO.

— A 4ero ThI OIIATH CTYYHIIE?

X0TeJI0Ch MeJIbHUKY OXBaTUTh e BUYHUM CTaH
Ila II0Ka3aTh eyl cemryac, 3ayeM CTydals, U [axKe,
IIpaB/y CKasaTh, y>Ke IIOJO0ABUHYJICA OH 60UKOM



K Tase, ;a BCIIOMHMJI, YTO ellje HaZ0 XapbKOBEI
CJIOBA BBICKA3aTh, U TOBOPUT:

— A 4UTO MHe H He CTy4aTb, KOIZja BBl MHe
CTOJILKO 3a[[0JDKaJIM, UTO HUKOIJAa U He BEIILIA-
TUTech? Toro ¥ xara Balla He CTOHUT.

— A Korfa 3Haelllb, YTO HHUKOIZa He BBIILIA-
THUM, TO He3aueM U CTy4daThb II0 HOYaM, 6e360-
HBIY yesoBek! CTapyro MaTh Yy MeHs B MOTUILY
TOHUIIIE.

— A KakoH ee 6ec, ['aro, B MOTHIIY TOHUT? Ec-
JI OBl THI TOJIBKO 3aX0TeJia, 1 661 TBOEH MaTepu
CTapOCTh YCIIOKOMJI!

— bperrrents Bee!

— Her, He 6pemry! O, l'asto, 'ato, He MOTY g
TaK >KUTb, UTOOLI C TOOOH He JIIOOUTLCA!..

— Bpenty, Kak co6aka Ha BeTep... A KTO 3a1y-
MaJsI K MaKOroHy CBaTOB 3aChLIATh?

—/la y>K AyMaJl WM HeT, a 1 Tebe IUPYIO
IIpaBly TOBOPI0, XOTh IIPUKaXU IT060KUTHCH:
COXHY 6e3 Tebs... A Kak Tellepb OyzeT y Hac, 5 Te-
6e ceiyac 10 IOPSAAKY PacCcKa<y, a Thl, eCJIH ThI
YMHas [eBKa, II0CAyIIaellbca MeHd. /la TOJIBKO
CMOTPH, YTOBOP: CAYIIIa¥ THl MeHs YXOM, J1a OTBe-
4Jal A3bIKOM, & pyKaMU UT00ObI HU-HU! A TO g pac-
CepPIKyCh.



— YyaHO 4YTO-TO THI IIPHHUMAEIIBCS, —CKa3a-
Jja lasd, coKUBIIU pyKu. — Hy, 4 mociyimato, a
TOJBKO CMOTPH, €CJIU Thl OIATh AYPHUITY IIOHE-
Celllb, TOI/Ia ¥ He IIPOCH THI CBOETO 60ra...

— 3, He AypPHUILY... BOT BUAUINE TEIL... KaK 3TO
XappKO HAaUUHAI?..

— XapbpKo? A UTO TYyT MeXAy HaMUu XapbKy
ellle HAUMHATL?

— 3, IIOMOJIYH, a TO 1 He CKa)Ky HUYEero Xopo-
miero... OTBevau: Tl MeH4 JIt0ouIa?

— Hy, cTasa 656l 4 TaKyl CKBEPHYIO XapIo Iie-
JIOBATh, Korna 6 He JIr0OMIA?..

— A g KTO ToTIa O6BLI: IIOICHIIKA UJIN HET?

— A mopceinika. Jlasm 661 60T, 4T06 ¥ HUKOTIA
He ObLJI MeJIbHUKOM.

— Tro! He TOBOpPH JIHUIITHUX CJIOB, & TO S CO-
OBIOCH... BEIXOJIUT TaK, UTO ThI JHOOMUJIA IIOMCHIII-
Ky, TaK, 3HAUUT, U Cyab0a Tebe BHIMTU 3aMyX 3a
MHOJICBIIIKY U KUTh Ha MeJIbHUIlEe. A KakK g Tebs
IpeXkae JIOWI, TaK U 1ocjae 0yay JH0UTh, XOTh
OBbI cBaTaJICd K fecATU MOTpIM.

l'asisg maske ri1asa ce6e ImpoTepsa, — He CHUTCS
JIU eH COH.

— A 4TO 39TO THI TakKoe Hecelllb, yejoBeye?
Wi g BOBCe Aypa, WU y Tebs B IOJIOBE OLHOM



KJIeTIKU HexBaTaeT. Kak )Ke 3TO g IIOHAY 3a IIOJ-
CBIIIKY, KOIZla Tl Tellepb MeJIbHUK? U Kak Thl Ha
MHe KeHUINIbCS, KOrJa CBaTOB IIOILIeIlb K MOT-
pe, a?.. UTOo THI 3TO HecCelllb, YeJjioBeue, IIepeKpe-
CTHUCH THI JIEBOK PYKOH.

— Bor elje! — ckasajs MeJIbHUK. — Pa3Be ke
y MeHs Ha MeJIbHUIle HeT IOACLINKU? A 'aBpu-
JIO... UeM TeGe He IO/CHIIIKa? UTO MaJIeHbKO Y-
PeHBb, 3TO IIpaBaa, Tak HaM 3To, ['asmeuko, eire
JIy4llle, s1 TeOe 110 IIpaB/e CKaxy.

TyT TOJIBKO JeBKa pasobpasia, KyJa MeJbHUK
KJIOHUT XUTPYIO0 pedb. BciulecHysa pyKaMu [a
Kak 3aroJI0CHUT:

— O, MaMO, MaMOHBKO, UTO OH TYT TOBOPUT!
Jla 3TO K OH, BUJJHO, B TYPKHU X04YeT 3aIIHCaAThCH
Ila IBYX >KeH 3aBeCTH. Talmy ThI, MaMo, KOUYepry
U3 XaThl, a g II0KaMeCT CBOMMU pyKaMHU C HUM
paciipaBJiroCh...

Ja Ha MeJbHUKa! A MeJbHHK OT Hee. OTOe-
’KaJI o Iiepesiasa, CTajJa Ha HeM HOT'OM M TOBOPUT:

— A, Tak-TO THI, rajgwoka! Tak BbIOMpaUTech
obe c MaTepbl0 U3 XaThl. 3aBTpa OTOEPY 3a [0JI-
ru. 'ets! A oHa eMy.

— Bri6upaticad U THI, TYpKa, ceiiyac U3 MOero
cany, II0Ka OH MOU. A TO KakK BIIEILIFOCH BOT CEU-



4yac HOI'TIMH, TO U MOTps TBOS He y3HAEeT, IJe Y
Tebs 4To ObLIO! .

BoT u roBopu ¢ Herw! ILTIOHYJI MeJIBHUK, CKO-
PEXOHBKO COCKOYMJI C ThIHA M IIOIIeJ U3 ceJjia
CepAUTHIN. Brillles1 Ha Ipeb6eHb TOpPBI, OTKyAa
yoKe CJIBIIIHO OBLI0, KaK BOJia B IIOTOKAX IIYMUT,
TaK ellle 06epHYJICS U IIOTPO3UJICI KYJIaKOM...

A B 3TO BpeMd Kak pas: JUHb, IUHb...

O11aTh 3a3BOHUJIM Ha CeJjie, Ha 3BOHHUIIE, Ca-
MYVIO II0JTHOYb...



X

eJIbHUK IIOJOIIeSI K CBOEM MeJbHUIlE, a

MeJIbHUIIA BCI B poCe, U MecCdl] CBeTUT, U
Jlec CTOUT U CBepKaeT, U Oyrai, IIpOKIATas IITH-
113, OyxaeT B ouepeTax, He CIIUT, OYATO IIO/HKU/Ia-
eT KOro, 6yZTO KOTO BBIKJIMKaeT U3 OMYTa...

JKyTKO cTa/10 MeJIbHUKY PUITHUIIITY.

— 91, I'aBpmIo! — KpUKHYJ OH Ha MeJbHU-
ny.

— V-V, V-V, — oTosBaJics ¢ 6osi0Ta 6yray, a Ha
MeJIbHUITe HUKTO HU YU-YUPK.

«J, TPOKJIATHIA ITapyboK! OIATH IIOMaH[pPO-
BaJl K JIeBKaM...» — II0JyMaJI MeJIbHUK, U He XO-
TeJIOCh YTO-TO €My UATH B IIYCTYH MeJIbHUILY.
X0Thb U IIPUBBIK, a BCe-TaKU BCIIOMHHAJIOCH
HHOM pas, YTO II0J MeJbHHYHBIM II0JIOM, IIPO-
MeJK/ly CBasiMU, He OJTHU PHIOHI [ja VKU IIJIaBal0T
B TEMHOH BOJIE...

OH oryAHyJIca K Topony. THxo, CBeTJIO, TYMaH
YyTh-UYyTh 3aKYPUJICA HaJ, PeYKOH, YTO YILILIBA-
eT cebe 3a JieC, U He BUJHO ee B CBETJION MIJIE...
A Ha Hebe HH o0J1aykKa...



Hasaj, mocMoTpeJs U OIIaTh YAUBUIICSI, OTKYZa
B €ro 3alpyjle CTOJIbKO IJIYyOUHBIL: U VIS MecAIla,
M JIJIs1 3Be3]I, ¥ JJIs1 BCeTro CHHero Heba...

I['ns1b, a B BOZle II0-HAJ, 3Be3faMU OYATO KO-
MapHK JIeTHUT... [Ipurisaescs, —BbIpOC KOMapuK
KaK MyXa, II0TOM CTaJl KaK BOpoOeii, KaK BOPOHa,
a BOT y>K KaK 3/I0pPOBBIH IIYJISIK.

— Ilyp T06i, ek T06i[10], — cka3as MeJIbHUK
U, IIOAHAB IJIa3a, YBUJEJI, UTO 3TO He B BOJE, a 110
BO3/yXy JIETUT YTO-TO IIPSIMO K MeJIbHUIIE.

— A bGelt Tebs cuia TOCIOAHS! ITO, BHUIHO,
OISITh XallyH B TOPOJ IIOCIIellaeT 3a JOOBIYEl.
Buguines ThI, co6auybsl Bepa, KaK 3aJleHWICd Ha
3TOT pas: II0JIHOYb IIPOOMJIO0, a OH ellle TOJIbKO B
ZIIOPOTy cobpascs...

OH cTOsI Tak, C 3aJpaHHOI TOJIOBOM, a IIO
BO3/1yXy y>Ke, KaK OpeJl, JIeTesI0, Kpy>Kach, 06J1a-
KO U OIIyCKaJIOCh KHU3Y; a U3 TOro 06JIaKa YTO-TO
JKYOKaJIO TaK, KaK B XOPOIIleM ITYeJIMHOM POIo,
KOTIJla pOM BBUIETUT U3 ITIaCEKU II0BEPX CaLy...

— A, OIIATH y MeHd Ha IUIOTUHE OTAbIXaTh 3a-
oyMaj? BUpullb Thl, KaKyl0 cebe MOy 3aBell.
IToroau, IOCTaBIIO HA TOT Trof «QUTYPY» (KpecT),
TaK He6OMCh, He CTaHeIlb II0 JOpore, KaK B 3aes-
JKUI IOM, Ha MOI0 IUIOTHUHY 3ae3’kaThb... 3, a 4TO



7K 9TO OH TaK ILIIYyMUT, KaK 3MeeK C TPeIllOoTKOM,
4uTO pebsATa 3alycKarwT B ropoge? Hazo, BUIHO,
OIIATH 33 IBOPOM IIPUTAUTHLCA [ja IIOCMOTPETE.

He ycmen or6exaTb K sgBOpaM, IIOTJIsfell
KBepXy U 4yTh He KPUKHYJI OT CTpaxa... Bugur —
TOCTh y’Ke OJIM3KO HaJ, MeJIbHUYHOK0 KpBIIIeH,
Ila ellle B pyKax Jep>KUT... BoT HU 3a UTO U He
yrajgaere, 4T0O TaKoe IIPHUHeC YepTAKa B KOI'TIX.

Kupna SIukesda! [la, Toro camoro SIHKeJst, KOTO-
pOro roj Hasaj yTallui, Tellepb IIPUBOJIOK 00-
paTHo. /J[ep>XUT SHKeJId KPelKo 3a CIUHY, a dH-
KeJIb IEp’KUT B pyKax OOJIBIIYIIIHU y3eJsl, 3aBs-
3aHHBIN B IIPOCTHIHE, U 00a PyraloTca B BO3LYXE,
Ila Tak IIMOKO, 6YATO AecAThb >KUI0B 3aCIIOPUIIN
Ha 6asape 13-3a OTHOTO MY>KHKa...

KaMHeM yIias 4opT Ha IUIOTUHY. Eciiu 661 He
MATKUH y3eJ1, TO, II0KaldyH, SITHKeIr0 He cobpaTh
661 1 KocTel. IToToM 06a cpasy BCKOYMJIN Ha HO-
T'Y U 1aBay OIIATH TajIfieTh.

— 01, o#il.. 1 4TO 3TO 3a CBUHCTBO, — 3aKpHU-
yas SJHKeJb, — He MO’KeTe BEI I10JIerye Ha 3eM-
JIXO CIyCTUTHCA!.. S ;ymaro, y Bac B pyKax >KHBOM
YeJIoBeK.

— UYeJiOoBeK [1a ellle yses, 4yTo6 BaM 000UM
IIPOBAJIUTHLCI CKBO3b 3eMJIIO!..



— IIxe! YeMm BaM MelltaeT MOH y3eJIOK? S ero
caM ZIepsKy, Bac He 3aCTaBJIL. ..

— V3esiok! Ilesiast ropa BCsIKUX Oe'6exoB. Ha-
CHWIy LoTalwi, y-yX! Ha 3To U yroBopa He OFBI-
JI0...

— Hy, a e 3To BUAHO, UTOOBI YeJIOBEK eXaJl
B fiopory 6e3 Bellleii?.. BeseTe uejioBeKa, BE3UTE
U BeIlH, 3TO YK U 6e3 BCIKOIO yroBopa MOXKHO
IIOHMMAThb... PagBe MO’KHO XO03IHWHY CBOe T0OPO
OpocuTh?.. Bel, 1 JaBHO BIKY, XOTUTe 0OMaHyTh
6emHOro SIHKeJIs, TaK U IIPUANPaAETEeCh...

— Al.. KT0 Tebg, mcuily, o6MaHeT, TOT U Tpex
IHeUN He IIPOKUBeT. S y>K He pafl, UTO U CBI3aJl-
cd...

— BBl nymaeTe, 1 O4YeHBb pajl, UTO II03HAKO-
Muicad U-c-BaMu? Oi-Bal, BaXKHBIN mypurt!..[11]
A BBI JIyullle CKa)KHATe MHe, KaKOl y Hac yroBop
6bu1. Hy, BB, MOXKeT, 3a0bLIM, TaK S BaM IIPH-
TIIOMHIO: MBI OHJIKCE 00 3akjaf. MoJKeT, BEI CKa-
JKeTe: Mbl He OMJIMCH 00 3akiaaj? BoT aTo 6yner
XOpOIllee J1eJI0, eCJIA Bbl OTpeYeTech!

— Kto0 Tebe roBOpUT, UTO He 6UIUCh? Pa3Be g
Tebe cKasaJl, UTO He OMIHNCE?

— Hy, KaK ke BaM U CKa3aTbh, UTO He OUJINCE,
KOI7Ta MBI OMJINCH BOT 3[1eCh, Ha 3TOM CaMOM Me-



cTe. MoXKeT, BBl He IIOMHUTE, O 4YeM, TaK s Ceu-
4Jac IIPUIIOMHIO. BEI ToBOpUTe: KUIBI 6epyT IIPO-
LIeHTH, KU/IBI CIIaUBAIOT HapOJ, *KUABI JKaJIel0T
CBOUX, a YUy)KUX He KajleroT.. Hy, MoXeT, BBI
9TOTO He TOBOPUIIH, a I, MOXKeT, BaM He OTBETII
Ha 3TO: BOT TYT CTOMUT MeJILHHUK 3a ABOpPOM. Eciiu
6 OH >KaJieJsI )KHU/ia, TO KPUKHYJI ObI BaM:

«[ocriofyH 4opT, KUjaiTe, — y HEro >KeHa,
IeTv». Ho OH He KpUKHeT... Pa3!

«BoT Kak yrajaJ, IIOAJbIi!» — IIoJyMaJI IIpo
cebs MeJIbHUK, a 4OpT CKasaJl:

— Hy, pas!

— A e1lle g TOBOPIO, IIOMHUTE MO€ CJIOBO: KaK
MeH 3[1eCh He CTaHeT, MeJIbHHUK OTKPOEeT IIIUHOK
U cTaHeT pasbaBJisIThb BOJKY, a IIPOLIEHTHI OH U
TeIleph JepeT Kak ciaenyer... /iBa!

— Hy, nBa, — moaTBepaUiI 4OpT, a MeJbHUK
II0CKpeb B rosioBe: «Kak 3TO OH BCe MOT yrazarh,
OPOKJIATHIU? »

— A elle 4 TOBOPIO: HaM YyKHe >KeJaloT,
4T00 HaC YepTH B3SJIM, 9TO IIpaBfa... A KaK BBl
oyMmaerte, ecIy 6 3/iech ceriyac OBIIM HalllX KU
KM [1a YBHUJEJIH, UTO BBl CO MHOM XOTHTE [le-
JIaTh, — KaKOM OBl OHU TYT reBaJsIT IIOAHSIH, a? A
00 MeJIbHUKe uepes rojl, KOro HU CIIPOCUTE, CBOU



OpaThbs CKa)XyT: a IIyCTh ero YopT yHeceT... Tpu!

— Hy, Tpu!.. 1 ¥ He 0TpeKarCh.

— BoT 3TO XOpoIIMii UHTEpec OBLI ObL, eCIu 6
BBl ellle OTpeKasuchb. KakoM Obl BBl OBLIH ITOCTIE
9TOr0 YeCTHBIM eBPeHCKHUM 4OopT? A BEI JIy4llle
CKa’kKHUTe, KaKOM yroBop?

— 51 BCe UCITOJTHUII: OCTaBUJI Tebs Ha TOJ KHU-
BBIM — pas. IIoHec croa — 1Ba...

— A Tpu? Uto Xe OyzmeT Tpu?

— Yero emre? Briurpaelnb 3akjaf, — OTIIYINY
Tebs1 Ha BCe YeThbIpe CTOPOHBI.

— A yOBITKM?.. Pa3Be BBl He JOJDKHBI BEPHYTH
MHe YOBITKH?..

— VorITKH? Kakme X y Teb6s1 MOI'YT OBITH
yOBITKH, KOTZAa MBI Tebe [JaJu TOproBaTh y Hac
0e3 BCIKUX IIATEHTOB ITeJbIN rof?.. Hy, uTo? Ta-
KOM OaphIlll Ha 3eMJIe B TPU I'0fja He BO3bMeEIllb...
CMoTpH caM: g Tebs1 3aXBaTHJI OTCIOZa B OJHOM
Jlalicepfiake, fake 6e3 IaTHIHKOB, a CIO/la KaKoHu
THI y3eJI IIPUBOJIOK, a? OTKyza >Ke OH B3SLICH, ec-
JIN y Tebs BCce OBLIIA YOBITKU?

— Oi-Baii! OmATh y3/I0M Iomnpekaete!l.. UTo g
cebe TaM TOPIroBaJl, 3TO MOe CYacTbe... PasBe BHI
CUMUTAIM MOU 6aprIill? A s BaM CKa)ky II0 IIpas-
Zie, UTO g OT Balllell TOPTOBJIX B35/l YUCTBIN YOBI-



TOK, a TYT, Ha 3eMJIe, TOJI IIOTePSIL..

— AX TBI, IUpJIaTaH! — KPUKHYJI YOPT.

— S mmpsatad? HeT, 3TO BBl caMU IIIUpJIa-
TaH, IIIeUTUIl, JIalJaK, [TapIiuBert!..

TyT OHM OIATH 3aCIOPWIM TaK IIHUOKO, UTO
yoKe HeJib3s OBLI0 pa3obpaTh HU caoBa. O6a Ma-
XaJId pyKaMH, o6a TPSCIU epMOJIKaMU U II0JHU-
MaJIMCh Ha IIBIIIOYKH, KaK [Ba IIeTyXa, TOTOBBIE
ClenuThCA. HakKoHeIl 4YOpT CIIOXBAaTHJICA IIep-
BBI:

— A! Emre He M3BeCTHO, KTO BhIUrpas! 4Uto
MeJIbHUK Te0s1 He IIo)KaJses, 3TO IIpaBha, a
OCTaJIbLHOE ellle ITIOCMOTPHUM, ellle Halo Y JIIoIel
CIIPOCUTH, MO’KET OH M He SyMaJl OTKPBITH IIIU-
HOK.

«/lBa OTKpBLI! — II0Yecayicd OISITL MeJb-
HHK. — 9, HaZl0 OBLJI0O XOTh TOAUK 000KIATh, —
ocTajicd Obl SJHKeJIb B fypakKax, & TO TyT UTO-TO
TaKoe HeJIaJHOoe BBIXOIUT...»

U oH orsigHyJICd Ha CBOIO MEJILHUILY: HeJlb3d
JIX TUXOHBLKO, I10-3a MeJILHUIIEN, MaXHYThL Ha Ce-
J10? Ho B 3TO BpeMs B Jiecy, 3a INIOTUHOM, ITOCJIBI-
[IaJIUCh YbU-TO HEPOBHBIE I1ard U 60pMOTaHbe.
SIlHKesIb CXBaTWJI Ha IUIEYM CBOU y3eJ U 6eroM
nobekaJ K TeM J>Ke sBOpaM. MeJbHUK efBa



yCIIeJI CIIPATaThCA 3a TOJICTYIO BeTJuy, Kak 06a —
U YOPT, U SJHKeJb — OBLIN y>Ke TYT, & B 9TO Bpe-
Ms B KOHIIe IJIOTHHEBI IT0Ka3aJIcs MOACHIIKa I'aB-
puito. CBUTKa Ha ['aBpuIle paHas, ¢ OJ{HOTO ILjIe-
4ya CIIyIlleHa, I1ankKa HaboKy, a 60Cchle HOTH BCe
OJIHA C APYTOM CIIOPAT: OAHOM X04eTcs Halpaso,
a pyrasi, Ha3JIo, HaJleBO HOPOBUT. OJHA OIIATh B
CBOI0 CTOPOHY IIOTSIHET, a Apyras Tak 6eJHOro
IIOJICHITIKY K cebe KHWHET, UTO BOT-BOT r0JIOBA B
OJTHO MeCTO YJIETUT, a CIIMHa C HOTaMHU B JIpyTOe.
Tak BOT U uzieT 6e{HbIN TapyOOK, BHIITUCHIBAS 110
BCeU IUIOTHHE y30pbl, OT OJHOT0 Kpas [0 APyro-
T0, a BIepe]] YTO-TO MaJIO IIOIBUTAETCS.

BuauT yepTsiKa, YTO IIO/CHIIIKA COBCEM IIbSH,
BBIINIEJI cebe Jla U CTaJl IIOCpPeJrHe IUIOTUHBI B
CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM BHe. M3BECTHO, C ITbSHLI-
MU JIIOAbMH KaKasi IlepeMOHus!

— 3paBCTBYUTe, —TOBOPUT, —A00PBIN UeJIO-
Bek! A Ifie 3TO BBI TaK HaMaJIeBaJIHCh?..

TyT TOJILKO MeJIbHUK B IIePBBIN pa3 3aMeTHII,
Kakoi T'aBpmyio cTajs 3a Trof, 060pBaHHBIN U
HeCYaCTHBIM. A BCe OTTOTO, UTO Y XO03sIMHA 3apa-
6oTaeT, y X03IUHa U IIPOIbET; JleHeT OT MeJIbHU-
Ka JJaBHO y’Ke He BHJaJI, a Bce 3ab6Hpasl BOJKOM.
[Togomiesl MOACHIIKA BIIOTH K CaMOMY YOPTY,



yIiepcs cpasy 06eMMU HOraMU B raTh U CKasaul:

— Topy-y-y... BoT 6ecoBbsie HOTH, C HOPOBOM
kakum! Korzma Hazio, He UAYT, a KaK YBUEIH, UTO
y 4eJIOBeKa Ilepe] CaMbIM HOCOM TOPYMT YTO-TO,
TYT OHU U IIPYT cebe BIepen. A Thl 3TO UTO TaKOe,
s YTO-TO He pa3bepy HUKAK...

— 41 cebe, C TT03BOJIEHU BAIlIero, YOPT...

— Hy-y? Bbpelrenis, g gymMaro. d!.. A II0oXaayw,
TBOA IIpaBza. U pora, ¥ XBOCT, BCe Kak cienyer. A
IeMChI 110 60KaM MOPABI 3aUueM?

— /Jla 1 cebe, He B 00Mly BaM CKa3aTh, YKH/IOB-
CKHU YOPT.

— Al.. BoT BuguIlb Thl, Kakasd oKasud!.. Tak
3TO He THI JIU B IIPOLIJIOM rofie Hallero SJHkKed
YBOJIOK?

— Hy, uy! 4 camuIii.

— A Telieps ke Koro? MeHs, uTo au? To g U1
3aKpuuy, er-60ry 3aKpuuy... THI ellle He 3Haelllb,
Kakas y MeHd IJIOTKa.

— 9, He KpUYM HaIlIpacHO, JOOPBIN UesIOBeK.
Ha uTo THI MHe cziajicd?..

— MorkeT, MeJIbHHUKA? IIo3BaTh Tebe, Tak I K
II030BY. 3, HET, OCTOI! A KTO K y Hac IIIHUHKO-
BaThb CTaHeT?

— A y Hero pasBe eCThb LIMHOK? — YV Hero?..



Her, y Hero Ba; OJHH Ha ceJie, a APYroH IIPHU JI0-
pore...

— Xa-xa-xa! He orToro jiu Teb6e MeJIbHUKA U
JKaJIKO?

— O11! Kak TBI CMeelllbCd 3[0poBo... Xa! He Ta-
KOH s 4eJIOBeK, UTOOBI ero IoskasuetTs!.. HeT, He
TakK s cKasaj!.. ITO OH He TaKOU UesIOBeK, 4T06 g
ero moskasesn. OH gayMmaeT, I'aBpUJIKO-IYpeHb...
Hy, sTo-Taku IipaBfa: 1 cebe He OYeHb YMHBIU
YeJIOBEK, He B3BIIIUTE BBl C MEHS. A BCe-TaKH KO-
I7la €M, TO B Uy>KOM pOT Kalllk He KJIaAy, a TOJIb-
KO B CBOM. I KaK 0’KeHIOCh, TO OIIATH I cebs
>ke. IIpaBAy g TOBOPIO WJIK HET?

— IIpaBa OHO — IIpaBAa, HY, a TOJIBKO S He
3Hal0, K UeMy OHa KJIOHUT.

— Xe, MOXKeT, Tebe He HaZl0 3HATh, TO Thl U He
3Haelllb, 8 KaK MHe HaJ0 3HaTh, TO 1 U 3HAIO, 3a-
4yeM OH MeHs >KeHUThb XoueT. OM, 3HAI0 S XOPO-
1110, JApPOM YTO S He OYeHb /I0Ta/JIMBBIA YeJIo-
BeK. BOT ¥ TOT pas, KaK BBl SIHKeJId cXallaay, 1 00
HeM ITo’KaJIes: «KTo 7K Telleph, —TOBOPI0 XO35H-
HY, —y Hac IIMHKOBATh Oy/eT?» A OH U TOBOPHUT:
«Tro, mypeHnb! Pa3Be He HaiileTcsd KOMy? A XOTb
Opl U g BOT!» Tak U Tellepb: BO3bMeTe BEI cebe
MeJIbHUKA, — HaWJeTCs Y HaC KOMY JKHU/I0BaThb U



6e3 Hero... Hy, a g Tebe, [00pbIil UeI0BeK... TB)Y,
TbQy, He B3BIIIUTe, Ballla MUJIOCTh! BOT ke ye-
JIOBEKOM Ha3BaJl IIOTaHOT0 YopTa... Ternepsp 5 Te-
6e BOT 4YTO CKa)Ky: UTO-TO MHe TOTO, UYTO-TO
criaTh xXoueTcd. Tl cebe KaK XO4Yelllb... OepU ero
cebe caM, a A IIOUAY JIATY, BOT YTO, IIOTOMY 4TO
s MaJIeHbKO He30poB. BoT u OyaeT XOpOIIIoO...
Aral..

TyT mOACHINIKA OIATH CTAJI 3aIlIeTaTh HOTaMU
U HaCWiIy OTIep [BepH, KaK y>Ke IIOBaJIUJICA U
3axpareJ.

YopT BeceJsio 3acMesyICs U, CTaB Ha Kparo ILIO-
THUHBI, MOPTHYJI SIHKEJII0 10/ ICOPBI:

— A KakeTcd, TBOs IIpaBja, SHKesb. UTO0-TO
BBIXOUT IIOXO’Ke... /lail, O[lHAKO, MHe KaKyI0
OJle>KUHY Ha IIofiepsKaHue... S 3amayy...

SIHKeJIb CTaJ CMOTpPeTh Ha CBET KaKHe-TO Ila-
pOBapkl, UTOOBI OIIMOKOMN He JaTh YOPTY HOBBIX,
a B 9TO BpeMs 3a PeKOMH, II0 Jopore M3 JIeCy, II0-
KasaJjach I1apa BOJIOB. BOJIBI COHHO KadaJlu I'0JIOo-
BaMU, TeJjlera YyTh-UyTh IIOCKPUIIbIBajIa KOJIeca-
MU, a Ha TeJere JiekaJl My>KUK OraHac Hecko-
pbIi, 6€3 CBUTKH, 6€3 IIalIK! U CaIlOTOB, 1 BO BCe
TOpJIO OpaJl IIeCHHU.

Jlo6phIi OB MY>KUK OIlaHac, 1a TOJIbKO, 6ef-



HATa, 0OYeHb BOJKY JIFOOMJI. BbIBasIo, TOJIBKO CHa-
pAmUATCA KyZa BbleXaThb, a Y>K XapbKO y IIIMHKA
CTOPOXKUT U KJINYeT:

— He BRIIUTE J1 Tebe 4yapoukKy, HeCKOpBI?
Kyza ToponmuThsca?

OH U BBINIBET.

BriefieT 110CJIe TOTO 3a CeJio, Yepes IVIOTUHY, a
TaM YK, Y APYroro IUHOYKa, CaM MeJbHUK KJIU-
YerT:

— A He BBIIBEIIL JU YapouKy. HeckKopslit?
Kyna Tebe mocrieniaTs?

OH U TYT BBIIIbET. [JITUIIL — U BEPHETC J10-
MOM, HAKYy/la He e3JUBIIIH.

Jla, moOpeiXi OBLI MY’KHUK, HO, BUJHO, Cyab0a
eMy CyAmia IIponasaTh IIPOMEXKAY JABYMS IIIHH-
KaMHU... A BCe-TaKHU 4YesI0BeK ObLI BeCeJsblil U BCe,
ObIBasIO, IIECHU IIOeT. Bech, ObIBasIO, IIPOIILETCH,
U 6aba ceppguTas [oMa [JOKHIAeTCsd, a OH Kak
IIECHIO WU IIPUOayTKY CJI0KUJL, TaK JyMaeT, YTO
rope us6bpLI. Tak U Telleph: JIEXKUT cebe B Tejiere
U II0eT BO BCe I'OpPJIO, UTO Jia’Ke JIATYIIKU C 6epe-
ra KUZATCcs B BOLY:

Boawt mou kpymopoau
Hoym no dopoee...



A MmeHs He HoCAM Ho2U,

Oti, He Hocstm Hoz2u!
IIponua ceumky u 1o60mbs,
H wanky ¢ aamvblaka...

Ay MeAbHUKA 8 WUHOUKE
Xopowa 2opisika...

— 9H, a Kakas TaM OecoBa TBaploKa I1ocepenb
raTH CTOUT, YTO U BOJIaM He IIPpOoUTU? BOT, KOIza
ObI He JIeHb OBLJIO MHe COMTH C B03a, 1 6 Tebe II0-
KasaJl, KaK Iocepefb TOPOTU CTAHOBUTHCS... 1106,
1106, 1100-6e€!

—IlocTOoM Ha OJHY MUHYTY, AOOPBHIM YeJIo-
BeK, — CKasaJl YopT CJIaJKUM IrosiocoM.MHe 6Bl ¢
TOOOM II0TOJIKOBATH HEMHOTO...

— HemHuoro? Hy, TogKyH, a To HeKorzga. Ilo-
JKaiyi, B KaMeHKe IITMHOK 3aIlepJid, TaK U He J0-
CTYYHIIILCA... A UTO THI CKa’kelllb, He 3HAI0, KaK
TeOs1 Ha3BaTkb... Hy?

— O KOM 3TO0 TBI TaKYI0 XOPOIIYIO IIeCHIO I1es1?

— Cnacu6o0, uTo moxBaJsiuil. Iles s1 00 MeJIbHHU-
Ke, UTO BOT TyT Ha MeJILHUIIe )KHUBET, a YTO X0PO-
11a JIM I1eCHs, WJIU HeT, TO JIy4llle MHe 3HATh, I10-
TOMYy 4TO 1 cebe caMm II00. MoXXeT, KTO OT TOH
IIeCHU CKayeT, a KTO U IUIAYeT, BOT 4TO... 1106,



1106, 1100-6€! /la ThI BCe eIlle CTOUIIE?

— Croro.

— Yero X ThI CTOUIIB?

— B mecHe TBOeM TOBOPHUTCS, UTO TOpeJKa y
MeJIbHUKAa X0poIra?

— BOT THI KakoM... XUTPHII! YesloOBEK U IIec-
HIO ellle 10 KOHIIAa He [I0IIesI, a OH Y>K IIpUApacsa
K csoBy. ['me y 6eca xopora!.. Tel, BULHO, He CJIbI-
XaJI IIOTOBOPKU: BIlepe[ 6aTbKa He Jie3b B I1EKJIO,
a TO ollepefUIlb 6aTbKa M TOTO... HEXOPOIIO Y-
net. Korza Tak, To s jiy4lile Te6e 10 KOHIIA CIIO:

Ay MeNbHUKA 8 WUHOUKE
Xopowa 2opisika...

O1tl, copinku dee 6ymuliaKuU,
H... 600bl 6ymobliKa...

Hy, uTo, Bce cToumb? Yero x Tebe, KOrja Tak,
ellfe HaZ0? BOT g celiyac BbLIE3y-TaKU C BO3a, I10-
CMOTPIO, JOJITO JIU Thl HACTOUIIILCA BOT TYT, a?..
UTo ThI cebe IIogyMaelllb, eCIU 1 HaUHY Tebs yro-
miaTh 6aTorom?..

— Ceriyac, ceryac yupy, H0OpbBIMA 4YesIOBEK.
ToJIbKO CKa)kH elrfe: a uTo ThI cebe ImogyMall Osl,
Korza OBl 3[jellTHero MeJbHUKAa YOpT 3abpajl, Kak



U SHKea?..

— A 4TO MHe ayMaTb? — HUYEro U He II0LYV-
Maro... Taky, ckasaTh II0 IIpaBe, U cXallaeT, Ko-
Ia-Hubyb, HelIlpeMeHHO-TaK/ cxXamaeT... J, Ja
ThI, BHJKY, BCe CTOMIIEL... Hy, BblIe3ar C BO3a.
I'amy, y>K ¥ HOTY OLHY IIOTHSIL. ..

— Hy, Hy! Iloes»xal cebe, Korga Thl TaKOU
CepAUTHIN.

— Ve Te1?

— Vimresn.

— IT06, 1106, 1I106-6€.

OmATh BOJIBI 3aKayajil poraMi, 3aCKpHUIIeTH
spMa U 3aHO3bI, BO3 IIOKAaTHJICS Ha IPYToi KOHeIl
raTy, a Ormasiac 3arieJj CBOXO IIeCHIO:

Boawl mou kpymopoeu,
IIpubasasiime 6ecy!
IIponusa meavHUKY KoJ1eca,
IIponwro u meneey.

Kosieca ctykHymu, cOesykas ¢ raTH, U II€CHSI
OmaHaca craJia 3aTUXaTh Ha rope.

He ycmesia elre CTUXHYTh, KaK II0C/IBIIIAIACH
opyras, u3-3a pekd. Tak U 3BeHeJIH, TaK U 3aJIU-
BaJIUCh JKEHCKHe IoJIoca, CHavasIa JajJeKo, a TaM



y>Ke U B Jecy. BugHO, Ife-HUOYAb IO’KUHAJIU
IieBuaTa C MOJIOJUIIAMH, a MOJXKET, U OTaBy Ha
IaJbHeM IIOKOCe crpebasy, a Telephb LILIU cebe
II03/THEI0 TOPOIrOM UM IIesiy, 4TOOBI He CTPaIlHO
OBLJIO JIECOM HUJITH.

YepTaka pasoM LIMBITHYJI K SHKeJII0 I10] Bep-
OBL.

— A Hy, 1aBaii JKe 4ero-HUOyb II0CKopee!

SHKeJIb TKHYJI €My KaKylo-TO pBaHbL. HopT
KHHYJI ee Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ YXBAaTHJICA 3a y3eJl.

— A! 4TO TEI MHe Jaellb, KaK HHUIIEMY, YTO
CTBIIHO OyZeT ImoKasaThcs. [laBaii mmosyyrre!

YopT BBIXBAaTHUJI, UTO eMy OBLIIO HY>KHO, MU-
TOM CBEPHYJIUCH Y HEro KPBLIbs, MATKHE, KaK Y
HeTOIbIPSA, MUIOM BCKOYHJI B IITHPOKHE, KaK MO-
pe, CHHUe IITaHbl, Hajlesl BCe 0CTaJIbHOE, IIOLTH-
HYJICA II0SICOM, a pPora IIOKPBLI CMYIIIKOBOM IIIAIl-
KOM. TOJIBKO XBOCT BBICYHYJICS IIOBEPX IOJIEHU-
111a ¥ 6eras I10 I1eCKy, KaK 3Mesl...

BoT 1ocsie 3TOT0 UMOKHYJ, TOIHYJI, IIOZ00-
YeHHJICA, IIOCYHYyJICA  HaBCTpedy  MOJIOJH-
I1aM, —HU B34Tb HU [JaTh KaKOU-HUOYAb N00OpHIi
MeIllaHUH WJIMH IIOAIIaHOK M3 3KOHOMOB, — H
CTaJI Ha cepeuHe IIJIOTUHEL.

A mecHd Bce OJIMD>Ke J1a BCe 3BOHUYee, — yKe



TaK U BeeT II0-HaJ 3eMJIEH, [a IO SICHBIM MeCs-
I1eM, 4TO, Ka’KeTCsd, BeCb CBET pa3doyaUT cepenb
HouH. /la BAPYT U o60pBajiach Cpasy...

ChIIIHYJIM MOJIOAUIIBI U3 Jiecy, OyATO KTO Ma-
KOB IIBeT K3 IIepefHMKA Ha 3eMJII0 IIPOCHI-
aJi, —yBUJEJIN Ha IUIOTUHE He3HaKOMOTO IIero-
JIs1 U COMJIMCH B Ky4y Yy KOHIIA TaTH.

— A 4TO OHO TaKOe BOH TaM CTOUT? — CIIPO-
CHJIa O HA.

— Jla 3TO MeJIbHUK, — TOBOPUT Apyras

— Kakoi MeJIbHUK, — U He IT0X0>Ke!

— MoJkeT, II0o/IChINIKA.

— I'me y IIO[ICHIIIKY TaKas ofeska?..

— A 0OT30BHCh ThI, KOTZla Thl UTO A06poe, —
KpPUKHYyJIa BIoBa byumimxa, 4To, BUIHO, ObLIa
roboituee ApPyTUX.

YopT HU3ganu IIOKJIOHUIICA U IIOTOM II0OIIIeT
o6JIM>Ke, BBIKUIBIBasA HOTaMU U QUIYPOU BbI-
KpyTackl, KaK HaCTOSIIUU IIOAIIAHOK, UTO X0UeT
Ka3aThbCd MaHOM, U cKasaJl:

— A He 60mTech, JacTOUKH BBl Mou! S cebe
YeJIOBEK MOJIOZOM, a 3Jla BaM He cfeJsar. haure
cebe CIIOKOMHO...

MoJIOUITEI U IeBKU B3OIILIM Ha raTh, IIOTaJ-
KHBasg OfHA IPYIYIO, U CKOPO OKPY>KUJIU YOpTa.



J, He BCerja-TaKu IIPUSATHO, KaK OKpPy’KaT YeJIo-
BeKa JIeCITOK-APYroM BOT 3TAKUX BOCTPYX M HaU-
HYT-IIPOHU3BIBATh OBICTPBIMHU OYaMH, Jla II0TaJ-
KUBaTh OJiHA [IPYIYIO JIOKTEM, /1a II0CMEeUBAThCS.
YopTa CTaJIo-TaKX HEMHOI'O KOPOOUTH Ja KpIo-
4UTh, KaK 6epecTy Ha OrHe, y>K U He 3HaeT, KaK
CTYIIUTD, KaK II0BEPHYTHCA. A OHHU BCe IIepecMe-
UBAaloT.

«BOT Tak ero, Tak ero, MOH JIaCTOUKHU, — IIOZY-
MaJl IIpo cebs MeJIbHUK, IJIAAA K3-3a KOpPSBOM
BeTJIbL. — BCIIOMHHTe, raJloyku MOH, KakK Pu-
JIAIIIIKO C BaMM, GBIBaJIO, IIECHU IIeJI Ja XOPOBO-
Ibl BOOWIL. A Tellepb BOT Kakas 6efia: BEIpyJdauTe
K MeHs, KaK MyXy M3 IIayTHHBI». Ellle, KaKeT-
cd, eci OBl ero Tak IIOIUIIaTh XOTh C MHUHY-
Ty, —IIPOBaJIUJICA OBl UepTsgKa CKBO3b 3eMIIHO...

Ho crapag byuninxa ocTaHOBUIJIA [eBYAT:

— Ilyp Bam, copoku! CoBceM mapybka 3acMe-
SIJIW, YTO Y HEero M HOC OIIYCTHJICA KHU3Y, PY-
KU-HOTH 0OBUCJIH... A CKa’KH ThI HaM, HeGopa'ue
[12], KOrO THI HaJ, OMYTOM [IOKUAEIbCI?

— MeJibHUKa.

— IIpuaress eMy, BUTHO?

«4T06 TaKUM IIPUATEJIIM MOKUM BCEM IIPOBa-
JIUTHCS CKBO3b 3eMJII0!» — XO0TeJ KPUKHYTEL PU-



JIUIIIL, 1a TOJIOC He IIOIesI U3 ropJia, a YepTdaka
OTBEYaerT:

— He TO 4T06 6GOJIBIIION IIPUATENb, & TaK Ce-
6e: cocuMTaThCsA 3a CTapoe Hafo.

— A 1aBHO THI €r0 He BUIaa?

— JlaBHEHBKO.

— Hy, Tak Tellepb W He y3Haelllb. /[0OpBINA
OBLT KOTZa-TO I1apyboK, a Tellepb YK TaK I'OJI0BY
3aapaji, 4YTo ¥ KOUEeprou [0 Hoca He NOCTaHelIllb.

— Hy?

— To-To... He ipaBpy 51 rOBOPIO, JEBOHBKU?

— A 1IpaBJa, IIpaB/Aa, IIpaBfal — 3acTpeKoTa-
Jia BCA CTad.

— Tro! THIle HEMHOXKKO, — 3aKpHuyajl YOpT,
3aThIKad YyIIIH, — OT JIy4llle CKaKUTe, UTO 3TO C
HUM II0/1eJI0Ch U C KaKUX I10p?

— Ac TeX II0p, KaK 60radyoM cTaJl.

— /la eHBIU CTaJI pasfaBaTh B JIUXBY.

— /la IIIMHOK OTKPBLIL.

—/la Myxa Moero OmaHaca C IIPOKJIATBIM
XapbKOM TaK OKPYTHJI, YTO Y>K MY>KUKY U XOLY
HUKYy/ja, KpoMe Kabaka, He CTaJIo.

— /la ¥ HalllUX MY>Kel U 6aThbKOB CIIOHJI BCEX
IOYUCTA.

— Oi, o#, JIMX0 HaM C HUM, C IIPOKJISATHIM



MeJILHUKOM! — 3arosiocujia Kakasg-TO ¥, BMECTO
HeJlaBHeM IIeCHY, IIOIJIM HaJ PeKOM BOILIH Ja
6a6bU IPUUYHUTAHBS.

[Tockpe6-Taku OUIMNII CBOM 3aTBLIOK, CIIY-
mrass, KakKk 3a Hero 3acTyIIalTCId MOJIOSUIIBL A
YOpT, BUAHO, COBCEM OIIpaBMJICS. CMOTPUT HCKO-
ca [ia II0TUpaeT PyKH.

— 3, 3TO ellle YTO! — 3BOHKO IIepeKpuyasa
BCeX B 0OBa byuwninxa. — A CJIbIXaJU BbI, UYTO OH
Hap I'aseit HafL BIOBUHOM 3ayMaJt?

«Tbdy, — IIIOHYJT MeJbHUK. — BOT COpOKH
OpokIAThIe! O ueM HX He CIIpalllMBaroT, U TO UM
HY>KHO pacckasaThb... M Kak TOJIBKO y3Ha/JIHU? To
ZieJio 6BLIO Cero/iHA Ha CeJle, @ OHU YK Ha II0KOCe
BCe JIoUMCTa 3HAMWT... Hy U 6abbl, 3aueM TOJIbKO
UX 60r Ha CBeT 60’KHU BBIITYCKAeT?..»

— A d4To 6B Takoe HaJ BIOBHUHOM TOYKOM
MOM IIPUATEJIb 3aTestyI? — CIPOCHJ YOPT, IJIAAA
II0 CTOPOHAM TakK, KaK OYATO 3TO [ieJI0 eMy He
OYeHb Jake U JII0OOIBITHO.

U 1ioniu TyT COPOKU BBLIKJIAALIBATH, U BBLIIO-
JKHJIM OJTHA IIepe] APYroM Bce JouncTa!l

YopT I10MOTAaJI TOJI0BOMA.

— Ari-ari-aii! BOT 3TO TaK y>K HeX0opoIro! 3To-
T0 YK, 4 AyMaro, HUKTO U OT IIpe)KHero IIHHKaps



SIHKeJId He BHIAJL.

— O, ma rze xe Takoe XUAY IPUAyMaTh?

— Bor ere!

— BOT, BHXXY {1, MOM KpaJleuKd, MOU 303YV-
JIEHbKH, He 0UYeHb-TO Bbl MOEr0 IIPUATeJIS JII00U-
Te...

— A 1IycKay jKe ero Bce YepTH IOJII00ST, a OT
Hac He J0XKIeTCH...

— Oit-oit-oi1! BoT, BUAHO, HE MHOTO BBl €My
nobpa sxkesaere...

— Ilyckait ero moTpsceT TpsCId (JInxopaaka)!

— Ilyckaii sieseT B OMYT 3a SIOBKOM!

— I, IIYCTh U ero uepTsKa cxalaeT, KaK TOTO
Sukesd!.. Bce sacMesiIuCh.

— A mpaBpa TB0os, OJIeHO, IIOTOMY, YTO OH XY-
JKe KHUJa.

— JKupn 1o xpaiiHe# Mepe He JIacOBaJI, OCTaB-
JII XOTh [eBYaT B IIOKOe, 3HaJI CBOIO CypKy.
YopT rake TOANIPHITHYII HA MeCTe.

— Hy, cmacu60 BaM, JIaCTOUYKH MOH, 3a Ballle
IIPUBETIUBOE CJI0BO... A He II0pa JIU BaM yyKe U/I-
TH Iajblie?

A caM OTKHUHYJI TOJIOBY, KaK IIeTyX, YTO X0UeT
3aKpHhyaTh Ha 3ape IIOTpOMYe, U 3aX0XO0TaJs, He
BBIEpsKaJl. /la 3aTpoxoTasl OIgTh TakK, YTO Jaske



BCs HEUMCTas CUja IIPOCHYJIACh Ha THe PeUKU U
TIOIILIM HaJ, OMyTOM KPYTHU. A TeBKU OT TOTO CMe-
Xa IIapaxHyJHCh TaK, KaK cTas BOpoObeB, KOTa
B HUX KHHYT KaMHeM: OyATO BETPOM HX CAYJIO
Cpasy C IIOTHUHEL...

IMonwik y MeJpbHUKA II0 IIKype MYpAaIlKH, U
B3IJISTHYJI OH Ha JIOPOTY K ceJy: «A Kak ObI 3TO, —
oyMaeT cebe, — IIPUYAAPUTH U MHEe XOPOIIIEHbKO
3a reBKamu. Korzma-To 6eras He Xy»Ke JIroferi». /la
BIPYT U OTJIETJIO Y HETO OT CepAlia, IIOTOMY YToO,
BUJIUT, OIISTH UAET K MEJIbHUYHOM IraTH YeJ0BeK
Jla ellfe He KTO-HUOY/Ib, & CAaMbIX ero HauMHUT —
XapbKo.

«BoT, KyCHHU-Ka 3TOT0, — II0AyMaJl OH IIPO Ce-
0s1, — aBOCbh, 3yObI 06JiIOMaenib. ITO MO YeJio-
BEK».



Xl

HaﬁMI/IT ey 60CUKOM, B KpaCHOM KyMaudHOM
py6axe, ¢ ¢ypakkol, 6e3 KO3bIpbKa, Ha 3a-
TBHIJIKe, U HeC Ha IaJIke HOBeHbKHe OIlaHaCOBBI
CalloTH, OT KOTOPBIX TaK M Pasuyo JerTeM II0
BCeH IUIOTHHe. — «BOT KaKO! CKOPBIU! — IIOAY-
MaJI MeJIbHUK, YK U B35l cebe 4060ThL... Hy, fa
HHUYero 3To. Ha 3Toro yesioBeka s KpeIrko Terepb
HaJIelCh».

VBUleB Ha cepefuHe IUIOTUHBI HE3HAKOMO-
ro 4Yej0oBeKa, HaWMMUT IIOAyMaJl, UTO 3TO Ka-
KOM-HUOYb BOJIOUyTra-rpabuTesb X0UeT OTHATh
y Hero carord. IIosToMy OH OCTaHOBMJICI B
HeCKOJIbKHUX Il1arax oT XaIlyHa ¥ CKasaJl:

— BoT 4ToO: Jy4llle ¥ He MOAXOAU, — He OT-
ram!

—YTOo TBI, CIIOXBATHUCh, AOOPHIM YesioBeK!
PasBe g cam 6e3 caror? Ilorysaau: erfe Jiydlile
TBOUX.

— Tak 4uT0 >Xe THI TYT BBIPOC HOYbI0, KaK KO-
psiBasi Bep6a HaJy OMyTOM?

— A 4, BUIUIIb JIM, X04y Tebe 3aJaTh OLUH



BOIIPOC.

— UynHo! 3arazaky, yro ju? KTo ke Tebe cKa-
3aJI, 4YTO g BCAKYIO 3arafiKy Jydllle BCeX pasra-
ar?

— CJIBIXaJI-TaKu OT JIFOJEN.

CosijaT IIOCTaBHJI CAIlOTH Ha3eMb U, BBIHYB
KHCeT, CTaJl HabuBaTh cebe TpPybouky. IloToM
BBIKpecasl U3 KpeMHs OIOHBKY M, pacKypuBas
II0J; HOCOM I'yCTO€ KYpeBo, CKa3aJl:

— Hy, Tellepb BhIBa/IMBal: Kakue TaM y Tebs
3aragku?

— Jla He TO 4UTOOBI 3arajiKy, a TaK... KTo 31ecs,
II0-TBOEMY, CAMBIM JIYUIIIHH YeJI0BeK?

— !

— 3, moyeMy Tak?.. HeT jii KOro 1oJjyuvite?

— /Jla TBI CcIIpalIuBaellb: Kak I1o-Moemy?.. Hy,
TakK 51 caM cebsI HH 3a KOTO He OTIaM.

— IIpaBra TBOSA. A MeJbHUK... KaKOU UeJIo-
Bek?

— MeJbHUK?

CoJsiaT BBIITYCTHUJI U30 PTa TaKOM KIy6 AbIMa,
Kak 6eJsIbI¥ KOHCKHUM XBOCT Ha MeCIYHOM CBeETEe,
U HCKOCa II0IJIsA/lesI Ha Y0opTa.

— A BEBI He U3 aKIIH3y?

— Her.



— MoyKeT, He IIpU HOJULUU JIU TAe CIY>KU-
Te... 10 KaKOX TafHOCTH?

— Jla HeT kel.. TakON YMHUK, a He YMeeT OT-
JIMYUTH IIPOCTOT0 YeJI0BeKAa OT HeIIpOCTOTO.

— Krto0 310 Tebe ckasai?.. [la 1y Te6s B KOCTIX
U TO BCe BHJKY... A UTO CIIPOCHJI, TaK 3TO TaK Ce-
6e, Ha BCIKUM ciay4dail. Tak Thl TOBOPHIIIL: KaKOMU
YeJIOBEK MeJIbHUK?

— Jre!

— Taxk cebe yeJyIOBeK: He BBICOKUN, He HU3-
KH... U3 HEOOJIBIIINX CepeHHUM.

— 3, He TO ThI TOBOPHIIIB!..

— He T0? A uTO OBI TaKoOe eIlle Tebe CKasaTh?..
Mo>KeT, X04elllb 3HATh, I7le Y Hero 60pojaBKa?

— Tpl, 9 BUXKY, JIHOOUIIL MOPOYUTH, a MHe
Hekorzma. CKa’ky IIOIIPOCTY: XOPOILIWKY MeJbHUK
YeJIOBEK UJIU IIJIOX0M?

CosmaT OIATH IIYCTHUJI M30 pTa ILeJIBIM XBOCT
IbIMa U CKasaJl:

— A TBI-TaKU CKOPBIM YeJsIOBEK, JIIOOUIIL KY-
11aTh, HEe pas’KeBaBIIIN.

YopT BBUIYIIMJI I7Ia3a, & Y MeJIbHUKA OT Pafio-
CTH 3aIIpBITajIo Cepzlle.

«BOT 43BIK, TaK £3bIK, — IIOAyMaJ OH.—
CKOJIBKO pas 4 »KeJiaJl, YTOOBI OH y HEro 0TCOX, a



OH BOT U IIPUTOLUJICS, — CMOTPUTE, KaK YEePTIAKY
oTopeeT!..»

— JIrobuIlb KyIIaTh He pa3’KeBaBIlH, 51 Tebe
roBOpI0! — CTPOro IOBTOPUJI cosgaT.Tak Tebe U
CKa’KU: XOPOIIUY YeJ0BeK MU HeT? /191 MeHd,
BOT, BCIKUU 4YesIoBeK Xopoll. §, 6paT, U3 BCIKOMU
neun xjeb emasi. I'me 661 Tebe MOJAaBUTHLCS, a 51 K
He IIOIIEPXHYCh!.. I, 4TO THI cebe AyMaellb: Ha
Iypaka Hallaj, 4yTo Ju?

«BOT Tak, BOT-TaKH! TakK ero, — cKasaJl IIpo ce-
0s1 MeJIbHUK U Ja’Ke IIOAIPBITHYJ OT PafOCTH. —
51 He g 6yZy, KOT[la y HETO YOPT Yyepes 1mordaca He
CTaHeT Ijylee OBIbI! S Ha KpbLJIOCE UUTAI0, YTO
HUKTO CJI0Ba He IIOMMeT... TaK OTTOTr0, UTO CKO-
PO. A OH BOT ¥ TUXO TOBOPHT, a I10JI9 — IIOWMHU,
YTO CKasall...»

JleiCTBUTEJIbLHO, 6eHBIN YOPT 3acKpebd B IO-
JIOBe TaK CHJIBHO, UTO MaJIO He CTAHYJI IIaIIKH.

— IlocToM-Ka, ciayxkba, — ckasajl OH. — YTo-
TO, BUIUTCI, MBI C BaMU eJleM-efleM, Ja He I0-
efeM. He B TOT I1epeyJsIOK 3aBepPHYJIH...

— He 3Halo, KaK Th], a 9 U3 BCAKOIO0 IIepeyiIKa
Bbleqry. — /la BeZlb A y Bac CIIpPAIlIUBa0: XOPOIITUHA
MeJIbHUK YeJIOBEK WM HET, a BBl KyJa MeH4 3a-
Be3u?



— A fmai xe g y Tebs CIIPOILY; BOZA XOPOIIa
WU HeT?

— Bogma?.. A ueM e 110Xa?

— A Korpia eCcTh KBacC, TOIZLa OT BOJALI OTBEP-
HeIllbCs, — Hexopolma?

— IToxasyii, HexXopoIlia.

— A Korjia CTOUT Ha CTOJIe IIMBO, TaK Tebe U
KBacy He Haz0?

— BoT ¥ 3T0 11paBspa.

— A TIOgHeCH YapouKy IOpesIKY, U Ha IIHUBO
He TIOIJIATUIIL?

— Tak-To OHO TaK...

— BoT T0-TO ¥ OHO-TO!

YopTa yaapuio B IIOT, U U3-110[, CBUTKH XBOCT
y Hero Tak U 3aberaJi 110 3eMJie, Jake IbLIb I10]-
HsJIacCh Ha IVIOTHHE. A COJIaT y>Ke BCKHUHYII I1aJl-
Ky C caloraMu Ha IUIeud, 4YTo6 UATH Jajiee, [ia B
3TO BpeMs 4YepTsaKa J0TrajajiCsd, 4YeM ero B3sTh.
Otorre cebe 11ara Ha TPU ¥ TOBOPUT:

— Hy, upure, xorga Tak, CBO€I0 JOPOroH. A g
TYT 0005Ky: He IIOWJeT JIH, CIydaeM, CoafaT Xa-
putoH Tpery6eHKo. CositaT 0CTaHOBUJICS.

— A Tebe Ha 4YTO ero?

— /Jla Tak!.. ToBopuiy, cosmgat Tpery6eHKo —
YMHBINA 4YeI0BeK: MOKeT BBECTU U BBIBECTU. fl u



IIo/lyMaJl, He BBl JIK 9TO CaMU OyjeTe. A BIXY,
HeT! C BaMU ITyTaelbcs KPyroM, a Ha JOpOI'y HHU-
KaK He BBIeJelllb...

CoJsimaT IIoCcTaBMII CallOrd Ha3eMb.

— A Hy, CIIpOCH Y MEH ellle.

— 3, YTO TYT U CIIpaIlIXBaTh!

— A TBHI IOTIPOOYH.

— Hy, BoT uTo. CKa)ku MHe: KTO OBLI JIyU-
e — SJHKeJIb-IITUHKAPb UIH MEeJIbHUK?

— BoT Tak 6BI U TOBOPUJI Cpasy, a TO He JII06-
JII0 TaKHX JIOJeM, YTO IIo/jIe CaMOI0 MOCTY
Uyt 6poxy. THOMy 4YeJsiOBeKy JIydllle [IecsaThb
BEpPCT HCKOJIECUTH IIPOCEJIKaMH, YeM OJHY Bep-
CTy IIpSIMOI0 Zoporoii. BoT u s Tebe ceiyac Bce
TOJIKOM, IIO IIYHKTaM, KaK IOBOPHUTCS, CKaXKy: Y
SIHKeJ1s OBLI IIMHOK, a Y MeJIbHUKA — [IBa.

«9, YTO-TO Y>K ¥ He TaK 3arOBOPHUJI, — IIOLY-
MaJl C TOpecTbl0 MeJbHUK.IIoKanyi, 06 aTom
Jiydiiie 6bI ¥ He 3arOBapHUBaTh...»

A coitaT TOBOPUT JasbIlle:

— V SIHKeJIA 9 XOAUJI B JIAIITAX, & TYT Y MeHA 1
CaIloryd BEIPOCJIH...

— A OTKyZia OHU BBIPOCIH?

— Xe, OTKyAa!l.. B HalreM fejie Bce TakK, Kak B
KOJIOAIle C ABYMS BeJpaMHU: OJHO IIOJIHEeT, APY-



roe IIyCTeeT, —OJHO HJeT KBepXy, APyroe KHU3Y.
YV MeHs ObLIM JIAIITH, CTaJIM CAIlOTH. A IIOTJIAAU
Tbl Ha OHaHaca Heckoporo: 6B B camorax, Te-
Ieps cTaja 60Cco, II0OTOMY 4YTO LypeHb. A K YMHO-
My BeApO NIPHUXOAUT IIOJHOE, YXOAUT IIYCTOe...
IMoxst?

YopT cayiiasa BHUMATEJIbHO U CKasaJl:

— ITocToui! Kaxkercd, momOesykaeM IIOMa-
JIEHbKY, KaK pas3 Ky/ia HaJo.

— To-to! 4 po TO U cpady Tebe roBopu! Ha-
30BH ThI MHe SJHKeJI1 XOTh KBacOM, TaK MeJIbHUK
OyZeT IIKUBO, a ecJu 6 THI II0JaJI MHe T06pOro BU-
Ha, TO 51 61 ¥ OT ITUBA OTCTYIIUJICA...

Y yopTa KOHUHUK XBOCTa TaK pe3Bo 3aberas I1o
IJIOTHHeE, 4TO Jake XapbKo 3aMeTHyI. OH BBIIY-
CTUJI KIyO ABIMY IIPSIMO YOPTY B JIUIIO U OYATO
HEYassHHO IIPUIIEMHJI XBOCT HOTOK. UOpPT IIOJ-
IIPBITHYJI U 3aBU3’KaJl, KaK 3[0poBas cobaka: o6a
UCIIyTaJIuCh, Y 060UX pacKpBUINCH IJja3a, U oba
CTOSUIY C IIOJIMUHYTHI, IJIAAd OPYT Ha Ipyra U He
TOBOPs HU OJHOTO CJIOBA.

HakoHely XapbKO IIOCBHCTaJI II0-CBOEMY U
CKasaJl:

— Jre-re-re-e! BoT IITyKa, Tak IITyKa...

— A BBI KaK AyMaJIl? — OTBETHJI YOPT.



— BoT BBI Kakad riTuiia!

— A BOT, KaK MeHs BUJHUTE...

— Taxk 3T0 BBI, 3HAUUT, TOIO... B IIPOIILJIOM TO-
ne?..

— Ara!

— A Teriepk... 3a HUM?

— Hy, Hy... UTO cKkaykeTe?

XapbKOo 3aTsAHYJIC, IIBIXHYJ JABIMOM K OTBe-
T

— bepu! He 3amrauy... SI yesoBeK OeIHBIMH,
MoOe [ieJI0 — CTOpoHa. Csany cebe C JIIOJIBKOM Y
IIMHKA, OYAY TPEThero AOKUAaThCA.

YopT OIATH 3arpoxoTasl, a COJIAAT 3aKHUHYJI
CalloTHM Ha CIIMHY M IIOIIIeJ CKOPBIM IIIarom. A
KaK IIPOXOAYJI MUMO KYIIBI IBOPOB, TO MeJILHUK
CJIBIIIIAJI, UTO OH 60pMOYeT:

— BOT OHO 4YTO: OJHOIO YHeC, 3a APYTUM IIPH-
Jetes... Hy, Mog XaTa ¢ Kparo!.. 3acBaTayl 4opT
JKHUJa, — MEJIbHUKY [0CTaJIOCh IIPUIAaHOEe; Te-
Iepb CBaTaeT MeJIbHMKA, a IIpHJaHOe — MHe.
CosaT KOMY HU CIYKHUT, HA O KOM He TY)KUT.
BrIpyuka Ha pykax, II0KaJayH, MOXXHO U CAMOMY
3a [lesio IpUHATHCA. He cTaHeT Teneph XapbKa
Tpery6erka, a 6yzgeT XaputoH MBaHOBUY Tpery-
60B. TOJILKO YK 1 He IypaK: HOYbI0 Ha IIOTUHY



MeHs HUKAaKUMHU KOBPIDKKaMHU He 3aMaHHUIIIb...

U cTas nmogpIMaThCd Ha TOpYy.

OryaHyJica MeJIbHUK KPYIOM: a KTO JK eMy Te-
Iepb IIOMOXKeT? — HeT HHKOro. /lopora II0TeM-
Hesjla, Ha 60JI0Te 3aKBaKajla COHHAas JIATYIIKaA,
B ouepeTax OyXHYJI CepAHTO Oyrail.. A Mecdr]
TOJILKO KpaeM OKa BBIIJIAAbIBAeT M3-3a JIeca; «A
4TO Teneps 6yzieT ¢ MeJIbHUKOM PUuIIiom?..»

['19HYyJ1, MOPTHYJI U y1lleJI ce6e 3a Jjeca...

A Ha IUIOTHHe YOpT CTOHUT, 3a 60Ka JAeprKUTCH,
X0Xo04eT. /IpO’KHUT OT TOTO XOXO0Ta CTapas MeJb-
HUIIA, TaK YTO M3 IIlejied My4Had IIbLIb IIBLIUT,
B JIecy BCdKasl JieCHasg HEKUThL, a B BOJie BOJM-
Hasgd — IIPOCHYJIUCh, 3aberanay, IIOKasbIBaeTCsA
KTO TEHBIO U3 JIeCy, KTO HesICHOX Mapoi Ha BO-
Zie; 3aXOJUJI U OMYT, 3aKyPHJICI-3aABIMUIICA Oe-
JIBIM TYMAaHOM, H IIOIIIH II10 HeM KPYTH. [JIaHYII
MeJIbHUK — U 00Mep: H3-II0f, BOABI CMOTPUT Ha
IIero CHHee JIMIO C TYCKJ/ILIMH, HeIIOABM KHBIMHU
IJIasaMH U TOJIBKO [JIMHHBIE YCBI IIIEBeJIATCH,
KaK y BOJSAHOIO TapakaHa. ToYb-B-TOYL OIABKO
OMeJIbKO BBIIIBIBA€T M3 OMyTa IIPIMO K SIBO-
paM...

JKup SIHKesb JaBHO yyKe IIpoOpasics TUXOHbD-
KO Ha IUIOTHHY, IIOJHIB 0/eKY, KOTOPYIO CKUHYJI



C cebs 4OpPT, U, IIMBITHYB IIOJ, sIBOPBI, HACKOPO
3aBsi3aJl y3eJl. He TOBOPUT yrKe HUYEIO 00 YOBIT-
Kax; Zja CKa’Ky BaM, TYT Ha BCIKOIO YeJIOBeKa Ha-
nasa 6bl po6ocTh. Kakue yKe TyT YyOBITKH!.
BCcKUHYJI y3esI Ha IJIeYd U TUXOHBKO 3alllyeriasl
cebe 110 TPOIIMHKE 3a MeJIbHUILIEH B TOpY, 3a LpPY-
TUMH...

IlycTHriicd U MeJIbHUK Ha CBOH MeJILHHUILY, —
XOTb 3aIlepeThCs a pasOyAuTh IIOACHIIKY. TOJIb-
KO BBIIIIeJI U3-TI0f IBOPOB, a 4YOPT — K HeMy. ®u-
JIMIIII OT HEro, /1a 3a ABepb, a B KaMOPKY, /ia IIO-
CKOpee 3acBeyaThb OIHHM, YTOOBI He TaK OBLIO
CTpAalIllHO, Jja yIIaJ Ha II0J U JaBay rOJI0OCUTH BO
BeCh I0JIOC, — IIofyManTe BOT!— COBCEM TaK,
KaK >KHU/IBl B CBOEM IIIKOJIE. ..

A TOT yX JieTaeT-BbeTCs HaJ KpBIIIeH, a B
OKOHIIEe CBOIO JIIOOOIIBITHYIO Xapio CyeT, ja KPbI-
JIOM OBeT B CTEKJIO, — He 3HaeT, Ky/ia IIpo6paTh-
Cs, YTOOBI 3aXBaTUTD cebe JIAaKOMBIHA KYCOK...

Bapyr — 1m1acTh... XJIOIHYJIOCH YTO-TO 06 II0JI,
OyATO 340pOBEHHAs KOIIKa yIaja. 3TO IIPOKJIA-
TBIF B TPYyOy BJIeTeJI, yAapUJCs, IIOACKOYNUII... U
CJIBIIIIUT MeJIbHUK — CHUJIUT y>Ke Ha CIIMHe U 3a-
IIyCKaeT KOITH.

Huuero He mmofesiaers!..



[OlacTb OIATE... IIOTEMHEJIO B IJIa3aX, II0BO-
JIOK MeJIbHUKa II0 TEMHOMY Jila TeCHOMY MeCTY;
IIOCBIIIAJIaCh IVIMHA, Caka IOAHSIACh Ty4ded U
BIpPYT... BOT y>Ke Tpyb6a BHH3y BMeCTe C MeJIb-
HHUYHOI0 KpBIIlIeH, KOTOpas CTaHOBHUTICI BCe
MeHbIIle U MeHbllle, OyITO U MeJIbHUIA, U ILIO-
THUHA, U IBOPHI, U OMYT IIaal0T KyJa-TO B IIPO-
[acTh... A B TUXOM MeJILHUYHOM 3aIpyhe, 4To
JIXKUT BHU3Y IJIafKasi, TOUHO Ha TapeJyKe, BHUJ-
HeeTCs OIIPOKUHYTOe Hebo, U 3Be3/ibl MUTAIOT Ce-
6e TUXOHEUYKO, BOT KakK Bcerfa... 1 eife BUAUT
MeJIbHUK: B TOM CHHel IJIyOMHe, IlepeKphIBas
3Be3/Ibl, JIETUT OYATO ILIYJILK, IIOTOM OYATO BOPO-
Ha, I0TOM OyATO BOpPOO6el, a BOT YK KaK 00JIb-
mrasg Myxa...

"A 3TO X OH MeHs BBIBOJIOK TaK BBICOKO, —
ogymMaa MeJbHUK. — BoT Tebe, PUIUIIIKO, U
I0XOZ, ¥ 60raTCTBO, ¥ IIIMHKY, U POCKOIIIbL. A HEeT
JIX TaM IJle KpelleHOM AYIIH, YTOObl KPUKHYJIA:
«KuHB, 3TO Moe!»

Her Hukoro! IIpamo mox HUM CIHUT cebe
MeJILHUIIA, ¥ TOJIbKO M3 OMyTa OIPOMHas ycaTas
poska yTomIero AagbKu OMesbKa TJIAAUT CTEK-
JITHHBIMHU IJla3aMU U TUXO CMeeTcs, U MopraeT
YCOM...



Jlazblile Ha TOPY IOABIMAETC >KUJ, CTOPOUB-
IIIMCh TIOJ TSDKeJIBIM OesIbIM y3JI0M. B IosioBHHE
ropsl XapbKO CTOUT U, IIOKPHIB JIAJIOHBIO IJIa3a,
CMOTPHUT B He6O0. J, He IOoAyMaeT OH BbIpydaTh
X03g9MHa, IIOTOMY YTO BCSA BBIPyYKa OT IIIMHKA
OCTaeTCs Ha ero IOJIH.

BoT paccessHHas cTarika JeBYaT O0OOTrHaJIa
y>ke OraHaca Heckoporo c ero Bosiamu. /leBuara
JIeTAT, KaK cyMaclieniue, a HecKopblil XOTh U
IJIAIUT IIPIMO B He60, Jie’ka Ha BO3Y, U XOThb Y-
111a y Hero Ao6pas, HO Ijla3a ero TeMHBI OT BOJKH,
a 43bIK KakK KoJsoZa... HexoMy, HEKOMY KPUK-
HYTh: «KHHbB, 3T0 Moe!»

A BOT ¥ ceJsio. BOT 3amepThlil IIUHOK, CIIAIIHUe
XaThl, CaJ0YKU; BOT W BBICOKHE TOIIOJIU, U Ma-
JIeHbKas BIOBHHa u30yImika. CUIAT Ha 3aBaJIUH-
Ke crapasa IIpucsa ¢ JOYKOM U ILIayyT OOHSAB-
IIHUCE... A YTO X OHY I1auyT? He oTTOrO JIK, UTO
3aBTpa UX MeJIbHUK IIPOTOHUT U3 POJSHOM XaThI?

Cxasioch y MeJIbHUKA cepprie. J, IIYCTh XO0Th
9TU He IIOMUHAIOT MeHs jyuxoMm! Cobpajicsa ¢ Ay-
XOM U KPUKHYJL:

— A He 1Iauyb, T'aro, He IUIaYb, He60'To! VK
IIPOIIIaX0 BaM BCe JIOJITH C IIPOolleHTaMu... O JIu-
X0 MHe, Xy>Ke Balllero: BOJIOYeT MeHSI HeUUCTHIN,



KaK IIayK MaJIeHbKYI0 MYIIKY...

BugHoO, 4yTKO JieBUYbe ceparie... ['me 6bI, Ka-
JKeTCsA, yCAbIXaTh Ha TaKOM [JajIbHeM PpPacCTOL-
HUY, a ['ajid Bce-TaKU JAPOTHYJIA U IIOJHIA KBep-
Xy UepHble, 3allJIaKaHHbIEe OYH.

— IIpoiaiiTe BBI, KapyUe OUeHSTa, — B3/bIXa-
eT MeJIbHHK /la BIPYI BHUAUT: CXBaTUJIACh Je-
BYIIIKA PyKaMH 3a I'Py/b, fa KaK HabepeT BO3/y-
Xy, a KaK KPUKHET:

— KuHp, nipoksiaradg yeptaka! Kues, 3To Moe!
TouHO meroM, ¢ 6OJIBLIOrO pasMaxy, Pe3HyJIo
qopTa [0 yIIaM: BCTPEIleHYJICH, PacIlyCTUINCH
KOI'TH, U ITOHeccsa OUIUIIIT KHU3Y, KaK IIePBIIIKO,
II0BOpauYnBasiCh C 60Ky Ha OOK.

JleTuT, a 4epTsaKa, KaKk KaMeHb, 3a HUM. T0JIb-
KO [OJIETUT U IIPUIEPKUT MeJbHUKa, a [ana
OIIATh:

— KuHb, IpOKJIATHIH, — Moe!

OH ¥ OTIIYCTUT, @ MeJIbHUK OIIATH II0JIETHT,
Jla Tak [0 Tpex pas, a y>ke BHHU3Y U 6arHo (60J10-
TO), UTO MeXXIy CeJIOM W MeJILHUIIEN, pacCTHIa-
eTCcs BCe IIIHUpe Ja IIupe.

Tap-pax! Vmapuiica MeJbHUK B MSITKOe 6arHo
CO BCero pasMaxa, TaK 4YTO MOuara BCsS KOJIBIXHY-
Jlach, OYATO Ha IPY’KUHAX, 1a CHOBAa MeJIbHUKa



Ca’KeHU Ha [Be KBepXy U IIOAKHUHYJA. YIIaja
OIIAITh, CXBAaTUJICI Ha POBHBIE HOTH, /1a 6EroM JI+-
TOM, [la 4yepe3 CIAIIero IOACHIIIKY, Ja UyTh He
BBIIINUO C IIeT/IIMU [Beped — U Hy II0J TOPYy BO
BCe JIOIIATKU 4YecaTb O60CUKOM... CaM GeXXHUT K
TOJIBKO BCKPHUKHBAeT, — BCe €My Ka’KeTCs, BOT-
BOT 4YepTsKa Ha Hero HaJIeTuT.

Jlo6esxast 1o KpaiiHelt U368, 1a Uepes ThIH JI+-
TOM, /1a B IBEPH, [Ia CTAJI Cepeb BIOBUHOU U305l
U TYT TOJILKO OIIOMHUJICS:

— A BOT 41 U y Bac, cjaBa 6ory!



Xl

OT BBI II0gyMaiTe cebe, 1o06pbIe JIOAU, KaKYI0

LITYKYy YCTPOWJI: PaHO IIOYTPY, ellle U COJIHIe
TOJIBKO YTO AyMaeT BCXOLUTH U KOPOB ellle He
BBITOHSUIY, @ OH 6e3 IIalKH, IIPOCTOBOJIOCHIH, a
6e3 camoros, 00COM, Ja BeChb pPaCXpPUCTAHHBIA
BBaJIWJICA B U30y KO BJIOBe C MOJIOJIO OUKOM!
J, UTO TaM ellle 6e3 IITAIIKU: cjlaBa 60Ty, UTO XOTh
4ero Jpyroro He IIOTepsUI II0 JOpOTe, TOTHA GBI
oK HaBeKM 6eHBIX 6a6 ocpamui!.. /la ellle U TIo-
BOPUT: «A cj1aBa X 6ory! BoT 1 1 y Bac».

Crapyxa TOJIBKO pyKaMHU BcIulecHyJs1a. A T'ag
COCKOYMJIA B O/THOM COpPOYKE C JIABKH J1a II0CKO-
pee 3amacky Ha cebd, fa IJIaxXTy, 1a K MeJIbHUKY:

— Tl 4uTO 39TO, 3JI0MEH, HAesaelllb? OIIHUIICH,
4TO JIU, — CBOEM XaThl He HallleJsI, B HaIlly BOT Ta-
KoM BBaJIMJICH, a?

A MeJIbHUK CTOUT IIPOTUB Hee, TJIAAUT IIPUIT-
HO, XOTh ¥ BBIIIYYUBIIN MaJIeHbKO IJla3a, U Io-
BOpuUT: «Hy, 6eil cebe, CKOJIBKO Xoyelllb». OHa
ero — pas!

— beii emfe! OHa ero u ABa.



— Bot Tak. MoXKeT, ellle aaIb?

OHa u Tpu. /la TYT BUAUT, YTO €My HUYEM-HHU-
4ero, CTOUT cebe U IJIAAUT Ha Hee IPUSITHHIM
OKOM, BCILJIECHYJIa PyKaMU U 3aIllaKaJjia.

— O, IuX0 MHe, 6eJHOM CUPOTHUHKE, KTO 3a
MeHd 3acTynurcd!.. O, ¥ 4TO K 3TO 3a YeJIOBEK
TakoM! MaJsio eMy, 4TO 06MaHyJI MeHs, MOJIOAYIO,
4TO B TYPeLKYI0 Bepy X0TeJl CMaHUTh, TaK ellle U
CJIaBY Ha MeHs, CUPOTY, HaBeJI, Ha BCe CeJIo oCpa-
MWI. A Tellepb BOT IIOIJIAAUTE Ha HETO, T0OpBIe
JIIOMU: 1 ero VoK TPU pasa yJapuia, a OH X0Tb OBl
noBepHyJcd. OH, ¥ YTO K MHE eIlle C TAKUM Ye-
JIOBEKOM [ieJIaTh, HayuuTe MeHd! S >k ¥ He 3HAIO0
yKe...

A MeJILHUK CIIpaliuBaeT:

— Hy, Oygmemn elrie 6UTH UJIN HET, TOBOPHU
npsamo? He Oyzellp, Tak g YK U Ha JIaBKY CAAY, —
ycTaJl.

V I'asii onsATH GBLIIO 3aXO0IUJIU PYKH, [1a CTapy-
Xa [orajajach IlepBas, 4TO TYT [[eJI0 UTO-TO He
OYeHb IIPOCTOe, ¥ TOBOPUT JOYEepH:

— Iloromu TEI, fouKa! UTO THI, HUYEIO0 XOPO-
IIIEHbKO He CIIPOCUBIIH, TaK IIPAMO JIaJ0HAMHU U
IUTeIelllb 10 Yy>KOM IfeKe. He BUAMINL passe,
napy0oK 4uTo-TO C ri1y3ay cOexaut (momerrrasuncs). A



CKa’ky, Hebopa'ue, OTKyZa Thbl TaKOM CIO/la BBa-
JIJICSL, J1a ellje TOBOPHUIIb: «CiiaBa 60Ty, BOT 1 Uy
Bac!» — Korja tebe TyT He HaJl0 U OBbITh...

MeJIbHUK IIpOTep Ij1a3a ¥ TOBOPUT:

— BoT, cKakuTe BBl MHe, TETYIIIKA, II0 COBe-
CTH: YTO 1 CIUII0 UJIU 4 110 CBETY X0XKy? A CO BUe-
palHero Beyepa Ipoliia OHa HOUb WU I1eJIbIN
IO, Jja 5 ’K Tellepb K BaM CO CBOeM MeJIbHUIIHI
HUJIU ¢ Heba CBAJIMIICA?

— Tr0! mepekpecTHChH ThbI, UesIOBede, JIEBOIO
pyKoii! Y UTO ThI 3TO TaKoe Hecelllb SI3bIKOM, a?
BunHo, Te6e IIPHUCHUIIOCE.

— He 3Har, maHu-MaTKo, He 3HAl0, caM yX
HUYero He 3Haw... Cesl ObLJIO HA JIaBKY y OKHA,
IJI90b — 38 OKHOM, MUMO XAaThl, 110 XOJIOJ0YKY
IIeTeTCs IIMHKaph SIHKeJIb C OTPOMHBIM Yy3JI0M
Ha cruHe. MeJbHUK BCKOYMJI Ha POBHBIE HOIY,
IoKasbIBaeT 6abaM B OKHO U TOBOPUT:

— JTO KTO UJeT, a?

— Jla 9T0 Ke HaIll JHKeJIb.

— A 4T0 OH HeceT?

— V3es u3 ropopny.

— Tak Kak ’ke Bbl TOBOPUTE, YTO MHe IIpU-
cHuIock? /la Begb BOT U JKUJ BOPOTUJICH. S ero
cefiyac BUMeEJN Y MeJBbHUIIB], C 3TUM CaMBIM V3-



JIOM.

— A 110ueMy ke OBl eMy U HE BOPOTUTHCH?

— /la BeZib ero B TOM T'O/ly YOPT YBOJIOK — Xa-
nyH. Hy, ofHUM CJI0BOM CKasaTh, OBLIIO TYT MHO-
ro JUBa, KaK CTaJl MeJIbHUK pacCKas3blBaTh BCe,
YTO C HUM CJIYYHJIOCH. A MeXXIy TeM IIPOTUB Xa-
TBI, Ha YJIHIlE, YK€ U HapoJ HavaJl HabupaThbCd,
[la 3arJI4bIBaTh B OKHA, J1a CYJauUTh:

— BOT, —T0OBOpAT, —3TO LITYKa, TaK YK IITY-
Ka: MeJbHUK IIPOCTOBOJIOCHIM Ja pPacXpUCTaH-
HbIM, 6e3 calloroB U 6e3 IIaIlKK Yepes I10JIe Ips-
MO K BJI0Be IIpH/ipaJl U CUIUT Telleph B XaTe.

— U, CKaKy ThI HaM, A00OpBIN UesloBeK, a K
KOMY ThI 9TO TaKOM HapSAHBIN Oeraelllb: K CTa-
poii [Ipuce Iy, MOXKeT, K MOJIOJIeHbKO1 [ae?..

Hy, TyT, 1 gymMarn, caMHu BBl y>K [OTafJjaJIUCh,
4TO TAaKyI CjIaBy Ha 6eJHYI0 [eBYIIKY HaBeCTH
HalpacHO HeJyb3d. [IpUIIOCH MEJLHUKY JKe-
HUTHCA. [la 1 caM DOUIIUIII IIpU3HaBaJICd MHe He
OJUWH pas, yTo ['ayto BAOBUHY BCerja JIIOOWI, a
II0CJIe TOM HOYM, KaK II00BIBAJI B KOITAX Y HEUU-
CTOM CcmJbl, ma T'ajd ero BBI3BOJIMJIA, — TaKas
OHa eMy CTaJjla IIPUSTHAas, YTO Y>K ero 661 HUKTO
U IIaJIKOM OT Hee He MOT OTOTHAaTh.

JKUBYT Tellepb Ha MeJIbHUIIE U YK JIETBOPY



HaBeJIU. A 0 IIIMHKe MeJIbHUK 00JIbIlle He JyMaJl
U IIPOLIEeHTOB He Opas. U Korga, O6bIBasio, IIpU
HeM CTaHeT KTO TOJIKOBAThb, YTOOBI CIIPOBAIUTH
XHuzja SIHKess1 K UepTOBOM MaTepu U3 cesa, OH
TOJILKO PYKOM MaxHeT.

— A IIIUHOK, — CIIpallliBaeT y TAKOTO YesIoBe-
Ka, — KakK BBl IyMaeTe, OCTaHeTCI?

— A IIIUHOK OCTaHeTCs, — Ky/la 7K ero J[eBaTh.

— A KTO X B HeM cHUjleTh Oyzet?.. MoXeT, Ua-
COM, BBl He CdjieTe JIh?

— A 4TO K, IOKaJIyH, U 1 65l ceJs... Tak OH,
OBIBAJIO, TOJILKO CBUCTHET.



Xl

a, TaK BOT KaKasl UCTOPUS CIIyYUIach C MeJlb-

HUKOM, — TaKasl UCTOPHU, YTO U [0 CHUX II0pP
HUKaK He pa3bepellb: ObLJIO 3TO BCE WX ITOTO
BOBCe-TaKd He ObLI0. EC/IM cKa3aTh — OpexHd,
TaK He TaKOM MeJIbHUK 4YeJI0BeK, UTOOBI Ope-
XaTh. /la ¥ OACHIIKA ['aBpHIIO TOXKE ellle KUBeT
Ha MeJIbHUIE, U XOTh CaM IIPU3HAETCs, UTO 3/I0-
POBO OBLT IIbSIH B 9Ty HOYb, & BCe-TaKU IIOMHUT
XOpPOILIO, KaK MeJILHUK eMy CaM JBEpPU OTBOPHIL,
U elne 'aBpHJIO 3aMeTUWI, YTO Y XO3gMHA JIUIIO0
6esree Myku. 1 SIHKeJIb IIpHUIles Ha 3ape, U Olia-
Hac npuexas I0MOM 60COM U NbSHBIN... 3HAUUT,
U IIPUCHUTHLCS BCe 3TO MEJILHUKY — He IIPUCHU-
JIOCH.

Hy, a oIIATE ’Ke U TO B34Th: KaK >Ke 0HO MOIJIO
OBITh, KOTZA JJI BCETO 3TOT0 HYKHO I[eJIBIU TOf,
a MeJIbHUK Ha Jpyroe yTpo yXe K lajyie mpuGe-
>KaJl 60CHUKOM...

J, JIydllle YK, 1 [yMaro, U He pa3dbupaThb 3TOr0
Iesa. BELJIO OHO TaM HMJIM He 6bLJI0, a TOJBKO BOT
4To s1 BaM OT Ce0s1 yrKe CKaKy: MOYKeT, eCTh Y Bac



I7le-HUOyIb 3HAaKOMBIM MeJbHUK WJIH XOTh He
MeJIbHUK, JjJa TaKOH 4YeJIoBeK, y KOTOPOIO ABa
IIUHKA... Jla ellle, MOXKeT, )KU/I0B pyraeT, a caM
obgupaet Jrofiel, Kak JIUIIKY, — TaK IIPOYUTa-
Te BBl TOMY CBOEMY 3HaKOMOMY BOT 3TOT pac-
CKas. YK g BaM IIOPY4yCh, /ieJI0 IIPOOOBAHHOE,
OpOCUTHL OH, MOXKET, CBOEIO jfiejla He OPOCUT, —
HY, @ BaM 4apKy BOJKHU IT0/{HECET U XOTh Ha 3TOT
pas BOJIOM ee He pa3baBUT.

Hy, a ecTb U TaKHe JIIOAH (3TO TOXKe /IeJI0 BU-
INAaHHOe), UTO KaK BBICIYIIAIT 3Ty UCTOPHIO, TaK
U HAYHYT JIasAThCd Ha Tebs, Kak cobaku. Tak o Ta-
KUM CKaKy BOT YTO: JIaliTeCh cebe, CKOJIBKO 0XO-
Ta, a TOJILKO g BaM II0COBETYIO IIO IIpaBje, O6epe-
TUTeCh, KakK OBl He CJIYYHUJIOCH Yero C BaMH, KakK C
MeJIbHUKOM.

[TorToMy 4YTO, BHUAMTE JIHM, HOBO-KaMeHCKHE
JIIOIW He pas II0Cjle TOTr0 BHEJIHM TOTO0 CaMOIo
YepTsIKy: € TeX II0p KakK II0IIpo6oBasl MeJbHHKA,
yoKe He X0UeT BEPHYTHCA K cebe 6e3 XOpOolIlleH [0-
ObI4H... JleTaeT, KaK OTCTaBILas IITULA, U BCE BEI-
CMaTpHUBaeT...

Tax BOT, mO6pele JrOLU, Oeperurech BHI
HEeMHOTI0, KaK Obl He CJIyYHUIOCh C BaMH Yero
Hezo6poro...



A moxka uto mporanTe! Ecom pacckasasloch
4YTO He TaK, KaK Obl BaM X0TeJIOCh, He B3BIIIIUTE C
MeHs, IIPOCTOTO YeJsIoBeKa.

1890



NMPUMEYAHUSA

acckas HamucaH B 1890 roxy. Ha uepHOBOMH
PpyKormcu HUMeloTcd IIoMeTKM KopoJieHKo o
HayvaJsie paboTsl — «17 mexkabps 1890 r. c Beuepa»
U 006 OKOHYaHUU ee — «31 mexabpss — 1 gHBaps.
KanyH HOBOro rosa». IleppoHavaibHOe 3arjaBue
pacckasa «Kun, 4opT ¥ MeJIbHUK» C II0/13ar0JI0B-
KOM «MO>KeT OBbLIIb, @ MOKET U HeObIBaIbI[HAa»
3aUepKHyTO M HapmucaHo: «Hom-Kumnyp winu
CymHbIil IeHbL». BliepBhle HalleyaTaH pacckas B
1891 roxy B «Pycckux BegoMocTsax» NN 43, 47, 48,
58, 61, 69, 77 [1o cBOEMY cOoep>KaHUI0 ITeYaTHBIA
TEeKCT 3HAYUTEJHbHO OTJIMYAEeTCs OT YePHOBHUKA:
BBeJleHbl HOBEIE CIIeHBbI, MHOTHE [YaIord Hallu-
CaHbl I10-MHOMY, YKpPaUHCKHUE CJI0Ba U 060POTHI
3aMeHeHBbl pPYCCKMMH KOpoJsIeHKO IIHcasl BIIO-
crenctBuu A. . KOHHCCKOMY, IIPOCHUBIIEMY V
Hero paspelleHus repeBecTy «CyqHBINA 1eHb» Ha
YKPamHCKUU g3BIK: «fI caM He BJIaJiel0 HaCTOJIb-
KO MaJIOPYCCKUM S3BIKOM, YTOOBI C II0JTHOU yBe-
PEHHOCTBIO B3SITHCA 3a TaKyI paboTy, HO, CTpaH-
HOe [eJio, — Korja s mucaa ,Jlec IIyMUT* HU



»<A0M-KuIryp“, To 1o 60JbI1e1 4aCcTu caM Kak Obl
IIepeBOMJ, U UYEepHOBBLIE OKa3aIUChb /10 TaKOH
CTelleHU UCIIeI[PeHHBIMU MaJIOPYCCKUMHU 0060-
porTaMH UM CJ0BaMH, 4YTO MHeE IIPUXOAUJIOCH
CHUJIBHO BBINIPABJIATE UX IIPU IIEPEITUCKe».

OxHo BpeMs KopoJsieHKO XOTesl caM IlepeBe-
cTU «CyQHBIN IeHb» Ha YKPAaUHCKUU A3BIK. Tak B
nuceMe K M B. JIyunnikoMy 25 gaHBapst 1893 rozga
KopoJsienko mrcas: "HacueT «HMoM-Kumypa» y Me-
HA y>Ke pas clpainuBaau u3 Kuesa, ¥ 1 He MOTy
U Tellepb OTBETUTH HUUYETo JPYyroro:

YV MeHs1 HacyeT 3TOIO pacckasa ecTb CBOU
IIaH. X04y IIONBITATHCSA U3JIOKUTE €ro I10-MaJIo-
PYCCKH caM, IIOTOM IIOIIPOITY JOOPBIX 3eMJISIKOB
HUCIIPaBUTh U U3JaM C KapTUHKaMH, KOTOPEIe Yy
MeHd BOT TaK U CTOAT Ilepef Ij1asaMu... [IoaToMmy
II0Ka YTO JOJDKEH OTKJIOHHUTH IIpeJJIoKeHHe O
mepeBofe. PasBe y)X y MeHsI HUUETO He BBIHZET".
OgHako 3To HaMmepeHHe KOpOJIEHKO 0CTasoCh
HeOCyIlleCTBJIeHHBIM. HUKaKUX CIe0B 3TOHM pa-
60TBI B apXUBe IKcaTesIsI He 00Hapy»KeHO.

K mmcaTesro HeOJHOKpaTHO 06pallajuch C
IIpocb6OM paspelluTh IlepefenaTb «CymAHBIN
IeHb» Ul CIieHbl. KOpoJIeHKO OoTBedasl Ha 3THU
IPEeJIOKEHHUs PeIlnuTeIbHBIM 0TKa30M. B IIHCh-



Me K C. ®. CoxosioBy oT 19 auBaps 1909 roga Ko-
POJIEHKO ITHCAJ; «..MHE CAaMOMY IIPUXOJUJI B IO-
JIOBY IUIaH TaKoOH Iepefesku ,MoM-Kunypa“ mias
CILIeHBl; TOBOPUJI MHe TakkKe KaprieHKo-Kaphbli,
4TO OH Cepbe3HO AyMaJl 06 3TOM (a OH OBbLI YeJIo-
BEK OIIBITHBIM B CIIEHHUYECKOM /Jiesie), HO UTO TYT
BCTpPeYarTCsd OTPOMHEIe 3aTpyAHeHUs. [1aBHOe
U3 HUX — Ype3BbIUYalHasg TPYLHOCTH M30eKaThb
OasaraHIIMHBI. ITOT0 MOYKHO OBIIO OBI M30€r-
HYTb JIMIIb IIPA Cepbe3HOM XY/ 0KeCTBEHHOM
nepepaborke caMoul ¢abyJsibl, a 3TO BO3MOKHO
TOJIBKO aBTOPY».

B ocHOByY pacckasa II0JI0’KeHa JIeTeH/[a, CJIbI-
IIaHHag IMcaTesIeM ellfe B JeTCTBe. B oudepke
«Houbro» KoposieHKO IepefaeT 3Ty JIereHaAy — O
II0JIyIIOMeIIaHHOM eBpee HOnKe, KOTOPOIO yHeC
XanyH.



NMpuMevyaHus



1

[TouTeHueM, yBakeHUeM (0T ¢ppaHil. — respect)

[/\/\/\]



CraB-1Ipy[

[/\/\/\]



3

IIpocToit Hapoy B I0ro-samnagHoOM Kpae Ha3bIBaeT
CHHAaroIu IIKOJaMH

[/\/\/\]



Kopiryx

[/\/\/\]



5

JlakoMmasi, oxoy4as 10 4ero-Hubyas (yKp.)

[/\/\/\]



Cymacureprimnas

[/\/\/\]



7

[lo/chITTKa-pab0THUK Ha MEJIBHUIIE, 3aChIIalo-
UM 3epHO Ha YKepHOBa

[/\/\/\]



8

Komma— B MaJIOpOCCHMCKOM CuYeTe 3HAYUT
nrecTbpecdaT. Koma rpoieii — TpUALATH KOIlEeK

[/\/\/\]



9

basarysia — M3BeCTHBIM B 3allaJHOM Kpae CIIe-
[[MaJIbHO eBPEMCKHUM 3KHUIIa’K, HeYTO BPOJE €B-
pericKoro AMIM>KaHca; JJIMHHAS Tejlera, 3abpas-
Has XOJIIIOBBIM BepXOM, 3alpsDKeHHas [apou
JIoIIaziel, oHa 6pIBaeT 6UTKOM HabHUTa eBpesIMU
U UX pyxysgabilo (6ebexamu). bajarysion ke Ha-
3bIBaeTCs ¥ BO3HUIA

[/\/\/\]



10

«Ilyp TOGI, Iex To6i» — 3aKJIMHaHUe

[/\/\/\]



11

BapuH, Ba>kHOe JIUII0 (eBP.)

[/\/\/\]



Benuara (ykp.)

[/\/\/\]

12
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